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PREFACE. 


In  this  volume  the  aeries  of  reports  of  political  triads  arising' 
out  of  the  events  of  the  year  1848  is  continued  and  completed. 
From  the  large  coUection  of  reports  of  English  trials  during 
this  year  preserved  in  the  Treasury  Solicitor's  Library,  only 
the  m(»re  important  have  been  selected  for  publication  in  full. 

The  present  volume  aLx)  contains  a  number  of  cases  of 
constitutional  interest  decided  between  the  years  1848  iind 
1850.  The  materials  made  use  of  are  stated  at  ihe  end  of 
each  report. 

Ajb  already  observed,  the  Committee  are  in  no  way  respon- 
sible for  the  statements  contained  in  any  of  the  cases;  and 
they  were  not,  in  their  choice  of  trials  to  be  printed  in 
full,  guided  by  any  opinion  which  they  might  entertain  as 
to  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  either  judge  or  jury  on  any 
oeeasioD. 

January  1«96. 
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THE  QUEEN  against  SMITH  O'BRIEN. 


Trial  of  William   Smith  O'Brien,  M.R,  for  High  Treason  at   the 
Clonmel    Special    Commission,    before  Blackburne,    L.C.J.,(a) 

DOHERTr,     C.J.,    AND     MoORE,    J.,   SEPTEMBER     21,     1848,    AND     THE 
FOLLOWING  DAYS. 


Proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  Ireland,  before 
Blackburne,  L.C.J.,  Crampton,  Perrin,  and  Moore,  JJ.,  on 
Writ  of  Error,  Nov.  21,  22,  23,  24,  1848,  and  Jan.  16,  1849. 
(Reported  in  3  Cox  C.C.  360.) 

Judgment  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  Writ  of  Error,  May  11, 1849. 
(Reported  in  2  H.L.  465.) 

High  treason.(6)     The  prisoner  was  indicted  for  high  treason,  by  levying  war  against  the  Queen 
in  Tipperary  between  July  17th  and  30th,  1848,  as  hereinafter  described,  and  by  compassing  to 
raise  insurrection,  and  subvert  the  government,  and  put  the  Q^^^^i^  ^  death.     Verdict,  guilty  of 
treason  by  levying  war. 
Held  by  the  House  of  Lords,  affirming  the  judgment  of  the  CJourt  of  Queen*s  Bench,  Ireland — 

1.  Treason — Levying  war  in  Ireland — 25  Edw.  8. — Poyning^a  Law,  10  Hen.  7.  c.  S2. 

Levying  war  in  Ireland  is  treason  within  the  words  *Mevy  war  against  the  king  in  his 
realm,"  of  the  statute  of  25   Edw.  3.,  acts  which  are  treason  in  England  under  that . 
statute  having  been  made  treason  in  In^land,  if  committed  there,  by  Poyning's  Law, 
10  Hen.  7.  c.  22.,  which  provided  that  the  statutes  late  made  within  the  realm  of  England 
concerning  the  public  weal  should  be  good  and  effectual  within  the  land  of  Ireland. 

2.  Li9i9  of  witnesses  and  jurors — 7  Ann.  e.  21 . ;  57  Geo.  8.  c.  6.  ss.  1-4 ;  11^12  Vict.  c.  12.  m.  1, 2. 

It  was  claimed  for  the  prisoner  that  the  British  statute,  7  Ann.  c.  21.  giving  prisoners  in 
treason  trials  a  copy  of  the  indictment  and  a  list  of  witnesses  and  jurors  ten  days  before 
trial  had  been  extended  to  Ireland  by  57  Geo.  S.c.  6.  s.  4,  or  by  11  &  12  Vict.  o.  12.  s.  2. 

The  English  statute  of  25  Edw.  3.  made  it  treason  when  a  man  doth  compass  or  imagine 
the  death  of  the  King,  and  is  thereof  provably  attainted  of  open  deed. 

This  statute  was  extended  to  Ireland  b^  Poyning's  Law,  10  Hen.  7.  c  22. 

The  British  statute,  7  Ann.  c.  21.  provided  that  prisoners  indicted  for  treason  shoold  have 
a  copy  of  the  indictment,  and  a  list  of  witnesses  and  jurors  ten  days  before  trial. 

The  temporary  British  statute,  36  Geo.  3.  c.  7.  s.  1,  made  perpetual  by  57  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  s.  1, 
made  it  treason  if  anyone  should  compass,  imagine,  &c.,  death  or  destruction,  or  any 
bodily  harm  tending  to  death  or  destruction,  &c.,  of  the  King,  or  to  deprive  or  depose 
him,  &c.,  or  to  levy  war  against  him,  &c.,  and  such  compastsing,  &c.,  should  express, 
utier,  or  declare,  by  publishmg  any  printing  or  writing,  or  by  any  overt  act  or  deed. 

S.  4.  of  57  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  provided  that  persons  indicted  for  treasons  made  or  declared  by 
that  statute  should  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  7  Ann.  c.  21.,  save  in  charges  of  com- 
passing the  King's  death,  where  the  overt  act  alleged  was  a  direct  attempt  against  the 
person  of  the  Sovereign. 

The  Treason  Felony  Act,  1848,  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.,(c)  repealed  all  the  provisions  of 
36  Geo.  3.  c.  7.  and  57  Geo.  3.  o.  6.  save  the  provisions  theiein  recited  affecting  direct 
attempts  against  the  person  of  the  Sovereign,  which  unrepealed  provisions  it  extended  to 
Ireland.     Held  :— 

On  an  indictment  in  Ireland  for  compassing  the  Queen's  death,  where  the  overt  act  alleged 
was  not  a  direct  attempt  against  the  person  of  the  Sovereign,  the  prisoner  could  not 
claim  the  benefit  of  the  British  statute,  7  Ann.  c.  21,  by  virtue  of  57  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  s.  4, 
or  of  II  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.  s.  2  (J),  because 

(a)  Afterwards  Tx>rd  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

(6)  The  fullest  account  of  the  events  which  gave  rise  to  this  trial  is  to  be  found  in  Sir  Charles 
Gavan  Dutfy's  "  Young  Ireland,"  Part  II.,  or  "  Four  Years  of  Irish  History,  1845-49  "  ;  See  also 
Ann.  Reg.,  Hist.  94  ;  Walpole's  History  of  England,  vol.  4,  p.  333 ;  M'Carthy's  History  of  Our 
Ovm  Times,  vol.  2,  p.  29  ;  Townsend's  State  Trials,  p.  474 

(c)  See  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  599  n. 

(d)  The  provisions  of  7  Ann  c.  21.  are  now  extended  to  Ireland  by  17  &  18  Vict.  c.  26.,  **  An 
Act  to  assimilate  the  law  and  practice  in  cases  of  high  treason  in  Ireland  to  the  law  and  practice 
existing  in  cases  of  high  treason  in  England." 
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(I)  57  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  ss.  1-4,  perpetoating  the  British  statute,  36  Geo.  3.  c.  7.  did  not,  when 
passed,  extend  to  Ireland. 

(2^  S.  4  of  67  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  was  not  among  the  provisions  of  that  statute  extended  to 
Ireland  by  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.  s.  2. 

(3)  £ven  if  it  were,  the  onlj  provisions  so  extended  to  Ireland  by  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.  s.  2, 
were  such  as  related  to  <Urect  attempts  against  the  person  of  the  Sovereign,  an  offence 
for  which  the  prisoner  was  not  indicted. 

Qtusre,  whether  the  wrongful  omission  to  furnish  the  prisoner  with  a  copy  of  the  indict- 
ment together  with  lists  of  the  witnesses  and  jurors  tea  days  before  trial  could  be  raised 
by  way  of  plea  on  the  record. 

3.  Caption. 

A  caption  setting  forth  that  an  indictment  was  found  at  a  special  sessions  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  General  Gaol  Delivery  before  three  judges  **  nominated  and  appointed  **  to 
inquire  into,  hear,  &c.,  by  virtue  of  a  commission  under  letters  patent  directed  to  them 
'*  and  others  in  the  said  letters  named/'  was  not  bad  for  not  showing  that  the  commission 
was  joint  and  several. 
By  Ckampton,  J., — 

The  Court  has  power  to  amend  a  formal  error  made  by  the  officer  of  the  Court  in  drawing 
up  the  caption. 

4.  Perentptury  ChaUengea  in  Ireland — Treason — 9  Geo.  4.  c.  54.  s.  9. 

9  Geo.  4.  c.  54.  s.  9,  restricting  persons  "  arraigned  for  treason,  or  murder,  or  for  other 
felony  "  in  Ireland  to  twenty  peremptory  challenges,  applies  to  high  treason  as  well  as 
petit  treason. 

5.  AUocutus. 

The  record  having  averred  that  the  prisoner  had  been  called  upon  to  say  why  the  Court 
should  not  proceed  "  to  judgment''  against  him,  instead  of  **  to  judgment  of  death,"  or 
"  to  judgment  and  execution,"  such  form  of  allocutus  was  sufficient. 
Ruled  at  the  trial  by  Blackbume,  L.C.J.,  Doberty,  C.J.,  and  Moore,  J. — 

6.  Evidence, 

On  an  indictment  for  levying  war  and  compassing  to  subvert  the  goyemment  and  put  the 
Queen  to  death,  speeches  made  several  months  before  the  alleged  levying  of  war  were 
held  admissible  to  show  the  intention  with  which  war  was  levied. 

Documents  found  upon  the  prisoner  at  the  time  of  arrest  held  admissible  against  him ; 
also,  documents  found  in  a  locked  portmanteau  belonging  to  him,  of  which  the  police 
obtained  possession  by  his  instructions  after  his  arrest,  but  which  had  been  out  of  his 
possession  and  control  for  some  days  before  coming  into  the  hands  of  the  police. 

The  Court  refused  to  make  an  informer  disclose  the  name  of  the  person  \%ho  had  given 
him  certain  information,  the  informer  having  stated  that  to  answer  the  question  would 
expose  such  person  to  the  risk  of  assassination. 

7.  Application  to  inspect  Jury  panel,  and  to  ballot  for  jury,  refused,  pp.  19,  42. 

8.  Challenges  to  the  array — Religion  of  Jurors,  p.  20. 

9.  Prisoner  invited  to  address  the  jury  in  treason  ecues  after  his  counsels*  speeches,  p.  276. 


TABLE  OF  PRINCIPAL  MATTERS. 

CUAHOB     OF     BlACKBUBNB,     L.C.J.,     TO     THE 

Graivd  Jubt,  p.  4. 

IlfDICTHliNT,  p.  10. 

Motion  to  Postfokb  Trial  for  Non- 
Delivbkt  of  Lists  of  Witnesses,  &o., 
p.  15. 

Application  to  Inspect  Jury  Panel,  p.  19. 

CUALLKNOB   TO   THE    ArRAY,  p.  20. 

Application  to  Ballot  Jury,  p.  42. 
Opening  Speech  for  thb  Crown,  p.  45. 

EVIDBNGB  for  THK   CrOWN,  p.  73. 

Speech  for  the  Defence,  p.  203. 
Evidence  fob  the  Defence,  p.  258. 
Reply,  p.  276. 

SUMMINO-UP,  292. 

Additional  Evidence,  p.  305. 

MoiioN  IN  Arrest  of  Judgment,  p.  325. 

Sentence,  p.  330. 

Writ  of  Error  in  the  Court  of  Queen's 

Bknoh,  p.  331. 
Writ  of  Error  in   thb   House   of  Lords, 

p.  875. 


OLONMEL  SPECIAL  COMMISSION. 

Before  Blackburne,  L.C.J. ,  and  Doherty, 
C.  J.,  and  MooRB,  J. 

Thursday,  September  21,  1848. 

The  Special  Commission  having  been 
read — 

Blackburne,  L.C.T.,  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing charge  to  the  grand  jury,  in  which 
the  events  which  necessitated  the  Special 
Commission  are  referred  to. 

My  Lord  Suirdale,  and  gentlemen  of 
the  urand  Jury  for  the  county  of  Tipper- 
ary,  I  feel  assured  that  you  participate  in 
my  feeling,  and  in  that  of  every  person 
who  has  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the 
country  sincerely  at  heart,  in  the  i egret, 
that  Her  Gracious  Majesty  has  now,  after 
the  lapse  of  bat  a  few  months,  found  it 
necessary  to  issue  that  Commission  which 
has  been  just  read  to  you,  and  by  which 
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she  calls  apon  her  sabjects  to  aid  her,  by 
performing  their  duty  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  oriminal  law  of  the  land. 
Distressing  and  deplorable  as  such  a  mea- 
sure would  be  under  any  circumstances, 
it  becomes  so  in  the  last  degree,  when  we 
know  that  that  measure  has  originated  in 
machinations  and  attempts  which  consti- 
tute the  crime  of  high  treason — a  crime, 
the  highest  in  degree  that  a  subject  can 
commit — a  crime,  whose  object  is  the 
total  destruction  of  our  social  system,  the 
subversion  of  all  security  for  property, 
and  for  life — and  a  crime  which  no  reason- 
able bein^  can  contemplate  without  know- 
ing that  it  must  lead  to  the  shedding  of 
human  blood,  and  that  it  must  entail  on 
the  country  all  the  horrors  and  all  the 
miseries  of  civil  and  social  war. 

As  I  have  alluded  to  the  former  Special 
Commission,  under  which  the  greater 
number  of  you  were  called  on  to  perform 
your  duties  in  the  month  of  January 
last,  I  think  it  but  just  to  observe,  that 
the  crimes  and  the  oatrages  which  formed 
the  suhjecfc  of  your  investigation  at  that 
period,  do  not  appear  to  have  any  con- 
nexion, as  far  as  I  am  informed,  with 
the  matters  which  are  now  coming  under 
your  consideration.  On  the  contrary, 
I  have  leason  to  believe,  and  I  do  sin- 
cerely hope,  that  the  firm  administra- 
tion of  the  law  under  that  Commission, 
and  at  the  Assizes  which  have  since  inter- 
vened, has  been  attended  with  the  most 
salutary  effects,  and  will  jnstify  a  hope  of 
the  restoration  of  peace  and  order  in  your 
county. 

Gentlemen,  the  crime  of  high  treason 
is  one,  happily,  of  such  unusual  occurrence, 
and  one  with  respect  to  which  there  are 
peculiar  provisions,  which  do  not  belong 
to  the  investigation  of  other  crimes  or 
misdemeanors,  that  I  think  it  mjr  duty 
to  point  out  to  you  the  peculiarities  of 
the  law  relative  to  that  crime.  But,  in 
order  to  make  those  observations  intelli- 
gible, I  think  it  my  duty  to  give  you  a 
general,  and  a  very  general,  ftuiline  of  the 
nature  of  the  case  as  it  appears  to  me  upon 
the  pernsal  of  the  informations  which  have 
been  laid  before  me  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown. 

Gentlemen,  it  will  appear  from  them, 
that  for  some  months  past  a  political 
body—  a  body  or  society  formed  for  politi- 
cal purposes — held  its  meetings  and  cou- 
dacted  its  proceedings  in  the  city  of 
Dublin.  At  these  meetings  there  were  a 
number  of  inflammatory  and  seditious 
speeches  delivered  by  the  leading  members 
of  the  body.  About  the  middle  or  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  July  these  mem- 
bers— I  mean  the  leading  members,  or 
some  of  them — appeared  in  different  parts 
of  the  south  of  Ireland,  and  at  last  seemed 


to  have  determined  to  make  the  county  of 
Tipperary  the  scene  of  their  further  ope- 
rations. Accordingly,  large  bodies  of  ihe 
people  were  assembed ;  they  were  haran- 
gued, and,  upon  more  than  one  occasion, 
it  was  distinctly  announced  that  there  was 
to  be  an  immediate  arming  of  the  popula- 
tion, with  the  view  of  severing  Ireland  from 
the  British  dominion,  and  erecting  it  into 
an  independent  kingdom.  In  pursuance  of 
these  instructions,  which  extended  to  the 
procuring^  of  arms,  by  any  means  what- 
ever, legal  or  otherwise,  in  the  last  week 
of  July  several  armed  bodies  of  men  appear 
to  have  congregated  in  a  part  of  the  county. 
They  were  marshalled  and  trained, 
and  officers,  upon  some  occasions  of  their 
meeting,  nominated.  Barricades  were 
erected  in  some  parts  of  the  county, 
which,  upon  one  occasion,  had  the  effect 
of  obstructing  the  march  of  Her  Majesty's 
troops,  and  which  upon  that  occasion  ap- 
pear to  have  been  designed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  a  person  or  persons  against 
whom  warrants  had  been  issued  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  On  the  29lh  of 
July  these  proceedings  appear,  for  that 
time  at  least,  to  have  reached  their  con- 
summation.  A  body  of  police,  on  its 
march  to  the  scene  of  the  disturbance 
which  had  taken  place,  was  encountered 
and  nearly  suiTounded  by  different  armed 
bodies  of  men.  The  result  was,  that  they 
took  shelter  in  a  house ;  and  there  au 
actual  conflict  took  place  between  them 
and  their  assailants.  On  the  same  day 
another  body  of  police  was  similarly  as- 
sailed. The  result  in  both  cases  is  pro- 
bably known.  This  is  all  which  I  think 
it  necessary  to  lay  before  you,  preparatory 
to  the  statement  of  those  rules  which,  in 
respect  to  the  law  of  high  treason,  are 
made  for  your  government,  the  regula- 
tion of  the  Court,  and  the  security  of  the 
subject. 

Ihe  indictments,  as  I  am  informed, 
gentlemen,  will  contain  two  distinct 
classes  of  counts;  and  each  of  these 
classes  of  counts  relates  to  a  distinct  trea- 
son. Both  are  founded  on  the  provisions 
of  a  very  ancient  statute — a  statute  passed 
so  long  ago  as  the  leign  of  King  Ed- 
ward 3.  It  contains,  amongst  others, 
two  provisions  relating  to  the  two  dis- 
tinct species  of  treasons  which  are  the 
subject  of  the  indictment.  The  first  of 
those  is  expressed  in  the  language  of 
that  day  to  bo  "  the  compassing  the  death 
of  the  Queen."  Gentlemen,  by  **  com- 
passing the  death  of  the  Queen,''  it  is  not 
meant  merely  to  impute  a  design  against 
the  personal  life  or  personal  safety  of 
the  Sovereign — the  Sovereign,  whether 
king  or  queen,  being  in  our  constitution 
the  representative  of  the  State — an  at- 
tack upon  the  sovereign  piiwer    of   the 
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State  is,  nuder  this  statute,  to  be  treated 
as  a  compassing  against,  and  an  attack 
on,  the  person  of  the  monarch ;  and, 
therefore,  you  "will  have  not  to  consider 
whether  the  personal  death  or  actaal 
injury  to  the  person  of  the  Queen  was  in- 
tended, but  whether  the  designs,  as  proved 
by  the  overt  acts  stated  in  the  indictment, 
are  of  a  character  which  come  under  the 
description  of  an  attack  on  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  State. 

And  it  matters  not  whether  that  design 
be  to  depose  her  from  her  crown — to 
depose  her  from  her  imperial  authority 
over  the  entire  of  her  dominions — the 
crime  of  deposing  her,  and  the  crime  of 
compassing  her  death,  will  be  equally 
committed,  whether  the  object  be  to  de- 
pose her  from  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
her  dominions.  I  shall  now  read  to  >ou. 
tiiken  from  an  author  of  the  very  highest 
authority  on  thelaw,(a)  Mr.  Justice  Foster^ 
and  from  the  judgment  of  Lord  TerUerden. 
some  passages  which  will  show  you  that  I 
have  correctly  explained  the  words,  ''com- 
passing the  death  of  the  Queen,*'  to  extend 
to,  and  to  comprehend  attacks  on,  her  im- 
perial authority.  Describing  the  crime  of 
compassing  the  death  of  the  monarch, 
Mr.  Justice  Foster  says — 

**  It  IB  extended  to  everything  wilfully  or  de- 
liberately done  or  attempted,  whereby  the  King's 
life  may  be  endanger^;  therefore,  measures 
for  deposing  or  imprisoning  him,  or  to  get  his 
person  into  the  power  of  the  conspirators-'*- 
these  offences  are  overt  acts  of  this  species  of 
treason." 

That  is,  overt  acts  of  compassing  the 
King's  death,  though  you  will  perceive 
that  the  object  is  simply  to  depose  or  en- 
deavour to  get  the  person  of  the  King  into 
their  power.     Agam,  he  says,  that — 

**  Offences  which  are  not  so  personal  a§  those 
already  -mentioned,  have,  with  great  propriety, 
been  brought  within  the  same  rule,  as  having  a 
tendency,  though  not  so  immediate,  to  the  same 
fatal  end ;  and  therefore,  the  entering  into  mea- 
sures in  concert  with  foreigners  and  other^i,  in 
order  to  an  invasion  of  the  kingdom,  or  going 
into  a  foreign  country,  or  even  purposing  to  go 
thither,  in  order  to  that  end  and  taking  any 
steps  in  order  thereto-r-these  offences  are  overt 
acts  of  compassing  the  King's  death." 

Again  (6)— 

"  Many  offences  falling  directly,  and  by  name, 
under  other  branches  of  the  statute,  may  be 
brought  within  those  of  compassing  the  King's 
death.  Levying  war  is  an  overt  jtct  of  com- 
passing ;  and,  under  the  limitations  to  be  men- 
tioned in  the  next  chapter,  conspiring  to  levy 
w«r  likewise  is  an  overt  a<»t  within  this  branch." 


(a)  boat.  Cr.  L.  195.  '•  Foster's  Ciown  Law 
is  one  of  the  ablest  books  ever  written." — Lord 
Coleridge,  L.C.J.,  in  Beg.  v,  Harding,  QB.D.. 
Kov.  Itf,  1889  i  and  see  2  Stephen,  Hist.  Cr.  L, 
213. 

(6)  lb.  197, 


That  is,  within  the  branch  of  the  statute 
which  makes  compassing  the  King's  death 
high  treason.  And  again,  this  is  the 
language  of  Lord  Tenterden  in  Thistle- 
wood' e  case  (a) — 

"  Before  the  passing  of  the  late  statute 
(36  Geo.  3.  c..  7.)  it  had  been  settled  by  several 
cases  actually  adjudged,  and  by  the  opinions  of 
the  text  writers  on  this  branch  of  the  law,  that  all 
attempts  to  depose  the  King  from  his  royal  state 
and  title,  to  restrain  his  person,  or  to  levy  war 
against  him,  and  all  conspiracies,  consultations, 
and  agreements  for  the  accomplishment  of  these 
objects,  were  overt  acts  of  compassing  and  im- 
agining the  death  of  the  King." 

I  have  now  to  tell  you,  that  the  crime 
of  high  treason  consists  altogether  in  in- 
tent. The  mere  intention,  the  mere  de- 
sign, against  the  King's  life  or  his 
imperial  authority,  is  the  offence  created 
by  the  statute.  But  as  intention  or  de- 
sign is  in  all  cases,  or  at  least  in  the 
generality  of  cases,  to  be  inferred  from 
acts,  and  from  declarations  written  or 
oral,  that  intention,  so  to  be  collected, 
must  have  as  its  basis  and  as  proof  of  it, 
the  commission  of  certain  overt  acts.  No 
man  can  dive  into  the  secrets  of  his  fellow- 
creatures  ;  the  thoughts  of  the  heart  are 
known  but  to  One;  and  therefore,  inten- 
tion and  design  must  always  be  collected 
from  the  acts  and  declarations,  and  those 
means  and  tokens  by  which,  in  the  oidi- 
nary  course  of  life,  we  judge  of  men's  in- 
tentions. The  law  with  respect  to  high 
treason  of  this  kind — ^which  consists  m 
intention — makes  it  requi:»ite  for  the 
Crown  to  specify  particularly  in  its  in- 
dictment the  overt  acts,  that  is,  the  acts 
done  and  the  means  used  by  the  party 
charged  for  the  purpose  of  eff'ectuating 
that  intention.  Accordingly,  the  indict- 
ment which  will  be  submitted  to  you  will 
contain  the  various  acts,  whatever  they 
may  be,  upon  which  the  Crown  relies ; 
and  in  support  of  these  the  Crown  must 
give  you  evidence  that  some  one  or  more 
of  these  overt  acts  has  actually  taken 
place,  and  you  must  be  satis 6 ed  by  the 
evfdence  which  the  Crown  shall  submit  to 
you,  that  one  or  more  of  the  overt  acts 
has  actually  been  committed  in  the  man- 
ner slated  in  the  indictment.  But  it  is 
further  ncceesary  for  you  to  attend  to 
this,  that  not  only  must  one  or  more  overt 
acts  be  proved,  but  it  is  neoessary  that  one 
overt  aot  should  be  proved  by  two  wit- 
nesses, or  that  if  there  phall  be  several 
acts,  at  least  two  bo  proved  by  two  dis- 
tinct witnesses.  You  will  not  be  justified 
in  finding  the  bill  of  indictment  unless 
there  be  two  witnesses  to  prove  the  same 
overt  act,  or  two  witnesses  to  prove  each 
a  distinct  overt  aot  of  the  same  treason. 


(a)  33  St.  Tr.  fi84. 
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You  will,  therefore,  carefully  attend  to 
that  consideration  when  the  witnesses  in 
support  of  the  indictment  shall  be  Under 
examination. 

And  now  with  respect  to  that  which  is 
the  substance  of  the  charge — the  intention 
which  is  to  be  inferred,  or  proved — if  it  be 
expressly  proved  you  will  have  no  diffi- 
culty, but  if  to  be  inferred,  my  instruction 
to  you  is  this.  It  is  inferrible,  as  I 
before  said,  from  acts,  from  writings, 
from  speeches,  or  from  declarations.  But 
BO  far  as  regards  mere  oral  declarations, 
not  testified  in  Writing,  you  ought  to  pay 
no  regard  to  the  intention  which  tney 
may  appear  to  evidence,  unless  these 
words  be  connected  with  some  design,  or 
some  conspiracy,  or  some  direction,  or 
some  incitement.  Words  by  themselves 
do  not  constitute  an  act  of  high  treason, 
it  ie  only  in  connexion  with  acts  that  they 
become  evidence  of  intention.  When  you 
ar6  considering  the  evidence  of  intention, 
the  substantive  matter  of  the  charge,  the 
only  rule  which  I  would  have  you  observe 
u  this — and  it  is  a  rule  applied  in  all  our 
dealings,  and  transactions,  and  intercourse 
in  life — to  presame  and  intend  a  man  to 
mean  that  which  is  the  natural  and  neces- 
sary effect  of  his  own  declamtions  and 
acts. 

The  other  class  of  counts  by  which  the 
party  charged  will  be  alleged  to  have 
levied  war  on  our  Sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen  in  her  realm  requires  very  little 
observation  from  me.  That  charge,  also, 
must  and  will  be  grounded  upon  one  or 
more  overt  acts  ;  and  the  rule  m  this  par- 
ticular is  the  same  which  I  have  just  now 
stated  to  you.  But  the  levying  of  war 
must  be  evidenced  by  an  insurrection 
and  actual  force;  otherwise  there  is 
not  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute, 
a  levying  of  war.  And,  further,  it  must 
be  a  levying  of  war,  not  for  any  pri- 
vate, personal,  or  particular  object,  but 
it  must  be  for  the  purpose  of  some  general 
innovation ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
telling  you,  that  if  it  should  appear  on  the 
evidence  to  your  satisfaction  that  the 
object  of  this  insuiTectionary  movement 
was  the  severance  of  Ireland  as  a  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  the  remainder, 
and  erecting  it  into  an  independent  power, 
that  that  would  be  such  a  purpose  as  this 
statute  requires. 

I  may  here  refer  to  the  language  of  the 
authorities  for  the  purpose  of  further  illus- 
trating what  I  have  just  now  told  you. 
Lord  Tenterden  says  (a) — 

**  losarrectioDs  and  risings,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  by  force  and  numbers,  however  ill  ar- 
raoged,  provided,  or  organized,  any  innovations 


(tt)  88  St.  Tr.  684^ 


of  a  public  nature,  or  redress  of  supposed  public 
grievances,  in  which  the  parties  have  no  special 
or  particular  interest  or  concern,  have  been 
deenh^d  instances  of  the  actual  levying  of  war." 

And  again  (a) — 

"  It  is  essential  to  the  making  out  of  the 
charge  that  there  most  be  an  insurrection, 
there  must  be  force  accompanying  the  insurrec- 
tion, and  the  object  of  it  must  be  general  in  its 
nature." 

These  are  all  the  observations  I  think 
it  incumbent  to  make  for  your  govern- 
ment and  direction. 

The  Grand  Jury  retired  at  half-past 
twelve,  and  at  ten  minutes  to  five  returned 
true  bills  against  WtUiam  Smith  O^Bfien, 
Terence  BelUw  MacManuB,  James  Orchard, 
Denis  Tyne\  and  Patrick  O'BonnelL 

Indictment. 

The  first  count  charged  the  prisoners 
with  levying  war  at  Ballingarry,  between 
the  17th  and  30th  July. 

County  of  Tipperary  \     The    Jurors    for    our 
to  wit.  /Lady    the   Queen    upon 

their  oath  do  say  and  present  that  William 
Smith  O'Brien,  late  of  Cahirmoyle  in  the  county 
of  Limerick,  Esquire,  Tefience  Bellew  MacManus, 
late  of  Liverpool  in  that  pan  of  the  United 
Kingdom  callt-d  England,  gentleman,  James 
Orchard,  late  of  Killenaule  in  the  county  of 
Tipperary,  labourer,  Denis  Tyne,  late  of  Crohill 
in  the  said  county  of  Tipperary,  labourer,  and 
Patrick  O'Dounell,  late  of  Ballingarry  in  the 
said  county  of  Tipperary,  yeoman,  being  subjects 
of  our  Kaid  Lady  the  Queen,  not  having  the  fear 
of  God  in  their  hearts  nor  weighing  the  duty  of 
their  allegiance  but  beicg  moved  and  seduced 
by  the  instigation  of  the  devil  as  false  traitors 
against  our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  and  wholly 
withdrawing  the  love,  obedience,  fidelity  and 
allegiance  which  every  true  and  lawful  subject 
of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  should  and  of  right 
ought  to  bear  towards  our  said  Lady  the  Queen, 
on  the  seventeenth  day  of  July,  in  the  twelfth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  Vic- 
toria by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Queen, 
defender  of  the  faith  and  so  forth,  and  on  divers 
other  days  between  that  day  and  the  thirtieth 
day  of  the  same  month  of  July,  with  force  and 
arms  at  the  parish  of  Ballingarry,  in  the  said 
county  of  Tipperary,  together  with  a  great 
multitude  of  false  traitors  whose  names  are  to 
the  said  jurors  unknown,  to  the  number  of  five 
hundred  and  more,  arrayed  and  armed  in  a  war* 
like  manner,  that  is  to  say,  with  guns,  pistols, 
pikes,  clubs,  bludgeons  and  other  weapons,  being 
then  and  there  unlawAiUy,  maliciously  and  trai- 
torously assembled  and  gathered  together 
against  our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  did  then  and 
there  wickedly,  maliciously  and  traitorously 
levy  and  make  war  against  our  said  Lady  the 
Queen  within  this  realm,  and  being  so  assembled 


(a)  Tindal,  C.J*>  in  FrosVs  case,  4  St.  Tr. 
N.S.  85. 
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together,  arrayed  and  armed  agniDSt  oar  said 
Lad}  the  Queen  as  aforef>aid,  did  then  and  there 
with  great  force  and  violence  parade  and  march 
in  a  hostile  manner  in  and  through  divert* 
villages,  towns,  places  and  public  highways,  to 
wit,  in  the  said  parish  of  Ballingarry,  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary  aforesaid,  and  did  then 
and  there  erect  certain  obstrnctions  composed 
of  cars,  curts,  pieces  of  timber  and  other  materials, 
erected  and  built  to  a  great  height,  that  in  to  say, 
to  the  height  of  five  feet  and  upwards  upon  and 
across  the  said  highways,  to  obstruct  and  pre- 
vent the  marching  of  the  soldiers  of  our  said 
Lady  the  Queen  within  this  realm,  and  did  then 
and  there  make  a  warlike  attack  upon  and  fire 
at  a  large  body  of  constables  then  and  there 
lawfully  being  upon  their  duty  as  such  con- 
stables, and  did  then  and  there  with  force  and 
violence  endeavour  to  compel  the  said  con- 
stables to  join  them  in  levying  and  raising 
public  insurrection,  rebellion  and  war  against 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen  within  this  realm,  and 
did  then  and  there  make  a  warlike  attack  upon 
a  certain  dwelling-house  situate  at  Farrinrory, 
in  the  said  parish  of  Ballingarry  in  the  county 
of  Tipperary  aforesaid,  and  did  then  and  there 
fire  upon  a  large  body  of  constables,  that  is  to 
say,  forty  constables  therein  assembled,  and  did 
then  and  there  maliciously  and  traitorously 
attempt  and  endeavour  by  force  and  arms  to 
subvert  and  destroy  the  government  and  con- 
stitution of  this  realm  as  by  law  established,  in 
contempt  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  and  her 
laws,  to  the  evil  example  of  all  others,  contrary 
to  the  duty  of  the  allegiance  of  them  the 
said  William  Smith  f)'Brien,  Terence  Bellew 
Mac  Manus,  James  Orchard,  Denis  Tyne  and 
Patrick  O'Donnell,  against  the  form  of  the 
statute  in  such  ca^e  made  and  provided  and 
against  the  peace  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen 
her  crown  and  dignity. 

The  Fecond  count  charged  that  the  pri- 
finners  together,  &c.,  at  Mullinahone,  on 
July  26th— 

did  levy  war  against  our  Lady  the  Queen 
within  the  realm,  and  beine  so  arrayed  and 
armed  against  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  as 
aforesaid,  did  then  march  in  a  warlike  manner 
in  and  through  divers  villages,  towns,  places, 
and  highways,  to  wit  at  the  parish  aforesaid  in 
the  county  aforesaid,  and  did  then  and  there 
maliciously  and  traitorously,  with  great  force 
and  violence,  march  to  a  certain  dwelling-house 
in  Mullinahone  in  said  county,  in  which  a  large 
body  of  constables  then  were  lawfully  as^em- 
bled  as  such  constables,  and  did  then  and  there 
endeavour  by  force  and  violence  to  compel  the 
said  constables  to  surrender  their  arms  and  join 
with  thero  in  so  levying  and  making  war  against 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen  within  this  realm,  and 
did  then  and  there  maliciously  and  traitorously 
attempt  and  endeavour  by  force  and  violence  to 
subvert  and  destroy  the  government  and  consti- 
tution of  this  realm  as  by  law  established  in 
contempt,  &c. 

The  tliird  count  charged  that  the  pri- 
Hoiierg,  at  Killenaule,  on  July  28th,  did 
levy  war,  &c. — 
did    then    and    there   unlawfully,  maliciously, 


and  traitorously  erect  and  build  certain  obstruc- 
tions composed  of  cars,  carts,  pieces  of  timber, 
and  other  materials,  erected  and  built  to  a  great 
height,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  height  of  five  feet 
and  upwards,  upon  and  across  the  highway 
leading  through  the  said  town  of  Killenaule, 
whereby  then  and  there  unlawfully,  maliciously, 
and  traitorously  to  obstruct  and  hinder  the 
marching  of  the  soldiers  of  our  said  Sovereign 
Lady  the  Queen  through  Killenaule  upon  and 
along  the  said  highway,  and  did  then  and  there 
maliciously  and  traitorously  attempt  and  endea- 
vour by  force  and  violence  to  subvert  and 
destroy  the  government  and  constitution  of  this 
realm  as  by  law  established  in  contempt,  &c. 

The  fourth  count  charged  that  the  pri- 
soners, &c.,  at  Farrinrory,  on  July  29th, 
did  levy  war,  &c. — 

and  being  so  arrayed  and  armed  against  our 
said  Lady  the  Queen  as  aforesaid,  did  then  and 
there  in  a  warlike  manner  make  an  attack  upon 
and  fire  at  a  large  body  of  constables  then  and 
there  lawfully  being  in  discharge  of  their  duties 
as  such  constables,  and  did  then  and  there  make 
a  warlike  attack  upon  a  certain  dwelling-house 
at  Farrinrory  aforesaid,  in  which  a  large  body 
of  constables,  that  is  to  say,  forty  constables, 
were  then  lawfully  assembled  on  their  duty  as 
such  constables,  and  did  then  and  there  fire 
upon  the  constables  there  assembled,  and  did 
then  and  there  maliciously  and  traitorously 
attempt  and  endeavour  bv  force  and  violence  to 
subvert  and  destroy  the  government  and  con- 
stitution of  this  realm  as  by  law  established  in 
contempt,  &c. 

The  fifth  count  chnrged  that  the  pri- 
soners, Ac,  at  Ballingarry,  on  July  29tb, 
did  levy  war — 

and  did  then  and  there  maliciously  and  traitor- 
ously attempt  and  endeavour  by  force  and  arms 
to  subvert  and  destroy  the  constitution  and 
government  of  this  realm,  as  by  law  established, 
and  deprive  and  depose  our  said  Lady  the 
Queen  of  and  from  the  style,  honour,  and 
kingly  name  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of  this 
realm  in  contempt,  &c. 

The  sixth  and  last  count,  which  was  for 
compassing  the  Queen's  death,  charged 
that  the  prisoners,  &c. — 
on  the  seventeenth  day  of  July,  in  the  twelfth 
year*  of  the  reign  aforesaid,  and  on  divers  other 
days  between  that  day  and  the  thirtieth  day  of 
the  same  month  of  July,  with  force  and  arms 
at  the  parish  of  Ballingarry,  in  the  said  county 
of  Tipperary,  maliciously  and  traitorously, 
amongst  themselves  and  together  with  divers 
other  false  traitors  whose  names  are  to  the  said 
jurors  unknown,  did  compass,  imagine,  and  in- 
tend to  move  and  excite  insurrection,  rebellion, 
and  war  against  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  within 
this  realm,  and  to  subvert  and  alter  the  legisla- 
ture, rule  and  government  now  duly  and  happily 
established  within  this  realm,  and  to  bring  and 
'  put  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  to  death,  and  the  said 
compassing,  imagination,  invention,  device,  and 
intention  did  then  and  there  express,  utter,  and 
I  declare  by  divers  overt  acts  and  deeds  herein- 
.  after  mentioned,  that  is  to  say  {lit  overt  act). 
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in  order  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and  bring  to  effect 
their  most  wicked  treason  and  treasonable 
compassing,  imagination,  invention,  device,  and 
intention  aforesaid,  they,  the  said  William 
Smith  O'Brien,  Terence  Bellew  MacManus, 
James  Orchard,  Denis  Tyne,  and  Patrick 
0*l>09nell,  as  such  false  traitors  as  aforesaid, 
on  the  said  seventeenth  day  of  July,  in  the 
twelfth  year  of  the  reign  aforesaid,  and  on 
divers  other  days  between  that  day  and  the 
thirtieth  day  of  the  same  month  of  July,  with 
force  and  arms  at  the  said  parish  of  Ballingarry 
in  the  said  county  of  Tipperary,  maliciously  and 
traitorously  did  assemble,  meet,  consult,  and 
conspire  amongst  themselves  and' together  with 
divers  other  false  traitors  whose  names  are  to 
the  said  jurors  unknown,  to  devise,  arrange,  and 
mature  plans  and  means  to  stir  up,  raise,  make, 
and  levy  insurrection,  rebellion,  and  war  against 
our  said  l^dy  the  (jueen  wiiliin  this  realm,  and 
to  subvert  and  destroy  the  constitution  and  go- 
vernment of  this  realm  as  by  law  established, 
and  to  bring  and  put  our  said  Lady  the  CJueen 
to  death.  And  furth«*r,  &c.  (2»rf  overt  act), 
on  the  said  seventeenth  day  of  July,  in  the 
twelfth  year  of  the  reign  aforesaid,  and  on 
divers  other  days  between  that  day  and  the  said 
thirtieth  day  of  the  same  month  of  July,  with 
force  and  arms  at  the  said  parish  of  Ballingarry 
in  the  said  county  of  Tipperary,  maliciously  and 
traitorously  did  arm  themselves  with  and  bear 
and  carry  certain  weapons,  that  is  to  say,  guns, 
pistols,  and  pikes,  with  intent  to  associate  them- 
selves mith  divers  other  false  traitors  armed 
with  guns,  pistols,  and  pikes,  whose  names  are 
to  the  said  jurors  unknown,  for  the  purpose  of 
raiding,  levying,  and  making  public  insurrec- 
tion, rebellion,  and  war  acrainst  our  said  Lady 
the  Queen,  and  of  committing  and  perpetrating 
a  cruel  slaughter  of  and  amongst  the  faithful 
subjects  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  within  this 
realm,  and  to  bring  and  put  our  said  Lady  the 
Queen  to  death.  And  further,  &c.  {Srd  overt  act), 
on  the  said  seventeenth  day  of  July,  in  the 
twelfth  year  of  the  reign  aforesaid,  and  on 
divers  other  days  between  that  day  and  the 
said  thirtieth  day  of  the  same  month  of  July, 
with  force  and  arms  at  the  said  parish  of  Ballin- 
garry, in  the  said  county  of  Tipperary,  with  a 
great  multitude  of  persons  whose  names  are  to 
the  said  jurors  unknown,  to  a  great  numbcT,  to 
wit,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred  persons  and 
upwards,  armed  and  arrayed  in  a  warlike  man- 
ner, to  wit,  with  guns,  pistols,  and  pikes,  being 
then  and  there  anlawfully  and  traitorously  as- 
sembled and  gathered  together  against  our  said 
Lady  the  Queen,  wickedly,  maliciously,  and 
traitorously  did  then  and  there  ordain,  prepare, 
levy,  and  make  public  war  against  our  said 
Lady  the  Queen  within  this  realm.  And  further, 
&c.  (4th  overt  act),  on  the  said  seventeenth  day 
of  July,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  aforesaid, 
and  on  divers  other  days  between  that  day  and 
the  said  thirtieth  day  of  the  saaie  month  of 
July,  with  force  and  arms  at  the  said  parish  of 
Ballingarry,  in  the  countv  of  Tipperary,  mali- 
ciously and  traitorously  did  construct  and  erect 
obstructions  consisting  of  cart**,  cars,  logs  of 
timber,  and  other  materials,  upon  and  across 
the  public  highway,  in   order  then  and  there 
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to  obstruct  the  marching  of  the  soldiers  of  our 
said  Lady  the  Queen  and  in  order  then  and  there 
to  prevent  the  arrest  of  the  said  William  Smith 
O'Brien,  while  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien 
then  and  there  was  maliciously  and  traitorously 
acting  as  the  leader  in  raising,  making,  and 
levying  public  insurrection,  rel^Uion  and  war 
against  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  within  this 
realm.  And  further,  &c.  {btk  overt  act),  on  the 
said  seventeenth  day  of  July,  in  the  twelfth  year 
of  the  reign  aforesaid,  and  on  divers  other  days 
between  that  day  and  the  thirtieth  day  of  the 
Mame  month  of  July,  with  force  and  arms  at  the 
said  parish  of  Ballingarry,  in  the  said  county  of 
Tipperary,  together  with  a  great  multitude  of 
faNe  traitors  whose  names  are  to  the  said  jurors 
unknown,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred  and 
upwards,  then  and  there  arrayed  and  armed  in  a 
warlike  manner,  that  is  to  say,  with  guns, 
pistols,  pikes,  clubs,  and  other  weapons,  being 
then  and  there  unlawfully,  maliciously,  and 
traitorously  assembled  and  gathered  together 
against  our  said  I^ady  the  Queen,  did  then  and 
there  wickedly,  maliciously,  and  traitorously 
levy  and  make  war  against  our  said  Lady  the 
Queen,  within  this  realm,  and  being  so  arrayed 
and  armed  against  our  Kaid  Lady  the  Queen,  as 
aforesaid,  did  then  and  there  make  a  warlike 
attack  upon,  and  fire  at,  a  body  of  constables 
then  and  there  lawfully  proceedinsr  upon  their 
duty  as  such  constables,  and  did  then  and  there 
make  a  warlike  attack  upon  a  certain  dwelling- 
house,  and  fire  upon  certain  constables,  and 
other  the  liege  subjects  of  our  said  Jiady  the 
Queen  therein  assembled.  And  further,  &c.  (6M 
overt  act),  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  July,  in  the 
twelfth  year  of  the  reign  aforesaid,  and  on 
divers  other  days  between  that  day  and  the  said 
thirtieth  day  of  the  same  month  of  July,  with 
force  and  arms,  at  the  said  parish  of  Ballin- 
garry, in  the  said  county  of  Tipperary,  malici- 
ously and  traitorously  did  assemble  a  great 
multitude  of  persons,  "trhose  names  are  to  the 
said  jurors  unknown,  to  a  great  number,  to  wit, 
to  the  number  of  five  hundred  persons  and  up- 
wards, armed  and  arrayed  in  a  warlike  manner, 
to  wit,  with  guns,  pistols,  and  pikes,  and  did 
then  and  there  proceed  to  a  certain  dwelling- 
house  situate  at  Mullinahone,  in  the  county  of 
Tipperary  aforesaid,  in  which  said  dwelling- 
house  divers,  to  wit,  twenty  constables  then 
were,  and  did  then  and  there,  with  force  and  vio- 
lence, maliciou»ly  and  traitorously  demand  thai 
the  said  constables  should  deliver  up  their  arms 
to  them,  and  did  then  and  there  maliciously 
and  traitorously  solicit  the  said  constables  to 
join  with  them  in  raising,  making,  and  levying^ 
public  insurrection,  rebel'ion,  and  war  against 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen  within  this  realm. 
And  further,  &c.  (7/*  overt  act),  on  the  said 
seventeenth  day  of  July  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the 
reign  aforesaid,  and  on  divers  other  days 
between  that  day  and  the  said  thirtieth  day  of 
the  same  month  of  July,  with  force  and  arms  at 
the  said  parish  of  Ballingarry,  in  the  said 
county  of  Tipperary,  maliciously  and  traitor- 
ously did  assemble  and  gather  together  a  great 
multitude  of  persons,  whose  names  are,  to  the 
said  jurors,  onknown,  to  a  great  number,  to  wit. 
to  the  number  of  five  hundred  persons  and 
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upwardK,  and  then  and  there,  maliciously  and 
traitorouHly,  drill,  marshal,  and  array  them  in 
military  order  and  procession,  and  practise 
them  in  military  movements,  in  order  to  fight 
and  kill  the  soldiers  and  other  liege  subjects  of 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  and  in  order  to  raise, 
levy,  and  make  public  rebellion,  insurrection, 
and  war  i^gainst  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  with- 
in this  rejJm,  in  contempt,  &c. 

The  five  prisoners  against  whom  trae 
bills  had  been  found  were  placed  at  the 
bar. 

Blackbdbne,  L.O.J.,  informed  the  pri- 
soners that,  under  the  Irish  statute, 
5  Geo.  3.  c.  21.  they  were  each  entitled  to  a 
copy  of  the  indictment,  which  was  given 
them ;  and  to  have  counsel  assigned,  not 
exceeding  two. 

Potter,  for  O'Brient  applied  that  James 
Whiteside,  Q.O.,  and  Francis  Fitzgerald 
should  be  assigned  as  his  counsel.  The 
other  prisoners  not  being  prepared  to 
assign  counsel  were  directed  to  apply  to 
the  Court  through  the  Clerk  of  the  Grown. 

Blackbtj&ne,  L.C.J. :  I  have  farther  to 
inform  you  that  you  have  each  five  days 
to  plead — five  days  exclusive  of  thai  on 
which  you  have  been  served  with  a  copy 
of  the  indictment,  and  exclusive  of  Sun- 
day. In  fact,  next  Thursday  will  be  the 
earliest  period  at  which  you  will  be  obliged 
to  plead. 

On  Friday,  Sept.  22,  the  Grand  Jury 
returned  true  bills  against  Thomas  Francis 
Meagher  and  Pairick  O'Donohoe  for  high 
treason. 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  23,  the  Grand  Jury 
returned  true  bills  aeainst  Edmund  Egan, 
John  Cormack,  William  Ppart,  Thomas 
Finnane,  DaA)id  Cunningham,  John  Bren- 
na/n,  John  Preston,  and  Thom^as  Stack,  for 
high  treason. 

Counsel  for  the  Crown:  The  Attorney- 
General  (Monahan),(a)  the  Solicitor- 
General  {HatcheU),{b)  Scott,  Q.C.,  Sausse, 
and  Lynch.{c) 

Counsel  for  the  prisoner:  Whiteside (d) 
and  Fitzgerald  (e)  (Sir  C.  O'Loghlen  and 
Barton  with  them). 

Motion  to  Postpone  the  Trial. 

Thursday,  September  28,  1848. 

William  Smith  0*Brien  having  been 
brought  up  to  plead,  swore  an  affidavit, 
stating  that  a  copy  of  the  indictment  had 
been  given  to  him  for  the  first  time  on 

(a)  Afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  C  P. 
(A)  Afterwards  Attorney-General. 

(c)  Afterwards  Judge  of  Court  ol  Bankruptcy 
and  Insolvency. 

(d)  Afterwards  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland, 
(f )  Afterwards  a  Boron  of  the  Kxcht  quer. 


Thursday,  September  21,  and  that  no  lint 
of  witnesses  and  jurors  had  been  given 
him. 

Whiteside  moved  to  postpone  the  trial 
for  non-delivery  of  the  copy  of  the  indict- 
ment and  lists  of  jurors  and  witnesses  ten 
days  before  the  trial,  pursuant  to  the 
English  statute,  7  Ann.  c.  21.  h.  11,  which 
he  contended  was  extended  to  Ireland  by 
the  Treason  Act,  1817,  67  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  s.  4. 
or  by  the  Treason  Felony  Act,  1848,  II  & 
12  Vict.  o.  12.  s.  2. 

Solicitor- General :  I  believe,  my  lords, 
that  the  Crown  ia  entitled  to  the  reply  in 
this  case. 

Whiteside :  I  submit  that  we  are  entitled 
to  the  reply  in  every  collateral  argument 
that  may  arise.  It  was  so  decided  by  the 
fnll  Court  at  the  special  commission  in 
Monmouth,  in  the  case  of  Beg.  v.  Fro8t.{a) 

Solicitor-General :  In  Beg.  v.  0'Gonnfll(h) 
this  question  arose,  and  was  decided  in 
favour  of  the  Crown. 

Whiteside:  Mr.  O'Connell  had  not  the 
reply  in  the  Queen's  Bench  in  Ireland,  but 
he  had  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  England. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  We  will  hear  you, 
Mr.  Solicitor,  upon  the  same  side  as  the 
Attorney -Generaiy^'xthoMt  deciding  who  is 
to  have  the  ultimate  reply. 

The  Attorney- General  and  Solicitor- 
General  opposed  the  application,  and  con- 
tended tViat  the  practice  in  trials  for  high 
treason  in  Ireland  was  regulated  by  the 
Iiish  statutes,  5  Geo.  3.  c.  21.  and  1  <& 
2  Geo.  4.  c.  24. 

The  arguments  were  the  same  as  those 
urged  subsequently  before  the  Court  of 
Queen *s  Bench  on  writ  of  error. (c) 

Fitzgerald  replied  for  the  prisoner. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  This  is  an  applica- 
tion for  a  postponement  of  the  trial,  on 
the  ground  that  the  prisoner  has  not  been 
furnished  either  with  the  names  of  the 
witnesses,  or  with  the  names  of  the  jury 
and  their  resideHces.  The  indictment 
contains  various  counts,  live,  I  think,  for 
levying  war,  and  a  sixth  count  for  com- 
passing the  death  of  the  Queen ;  and  the 
overl/  acts  of  compassing  the  death  of  the 
Queen,  are  not  one  of  them  directed  against 
the  person  of  the  Sovereign  or  her  personal 
safety.  The  charge  is  manifestly  founded 
on  the  statute  of  Edward  3. ;  both  the 
treason  in  the  first  five  counts  and  that  in 
the  sixth  count  are  such  as  that  statute 
describes  and  defines.  In  England,  bj 
7  &  8  Will.  3.  c.  3.  s.  3,  in  indictments 
for  high  treason,  the  party  charged  was 
entitled  to  have  counsel  assigned,  to 
have  five  days  to  plead  from  the  time 
of  the    indictment  found,    and  to    have 


(a)  4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  85. 
(6)  5St.  Tr.  N.S.  1. 
(c')  See  below,  p.  331. 
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a  copy  of  the  indictment.  And  an  Act 
of  Parliament  in  Ireland,  5  Geo.  3.  o.  21., 
in  all  cases  of  indictments  under  the 
Act  of  the  25  Edw.  3.,  entities  the 
party  to  a  copy  of  the  indictment,  and 
five  days'  time  to  plead.  An  English 
Act  of  Parliament,  the  7th  of  Ann.  enlarg- 
ed the  privileges  of  parties  so  charged, 
and  entitled  them  to  have  a  copy  of  the 
indictment  ten  days  before  pleading,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  be  served  with  a 
list  of  the  witnesses  and  of  the  jurors. 
This  is  generally  the  state  of  the  law  in 
both  oonntries  at  this  day.  An  Act  was 
passed  in  the.  thirty-sixth  year  of  the  reign 
of  King  George  3.  by  which  a  variety  of 
treasons  were  either  created  or  declared ; 
and  it  is  enough  to  say,  that  there  were 
a  number  of  treasons  described  in  the 
first  section,  the  object  of  which  vras  to 
comprise  offences  where  either  the  actual 
assassination  or  bodily  harm  to  the 
Monarch  was  intended.  There  were  other 
clashes  of  treasons  made  for  the  first  time 
by  that  statute.  That  Act  of  Parliament 
plainly  was  not  the  law  of  Ireland.  And 
then  came  the  Act  of  57  Geo.  3.  c.  6., 
by  which  the  provisions  of  36  Geo.  3., 
which  Act  was  a  temporary  Act,  were 
made  perpetual,  that  is,  it  made  perpetual 
a  statute  of  the  English  Parliament.  Then 
came  the  Act  of  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  and 
it  recites,  that  doubts  were  entertained 
whether  the  provisions  so  made  perpetual 
by  57  Geo.  3.,  were  by  the  last-recited  Act 
extended  to  Ireland  ;  and,  for  the  present 
purpose,  it  becomes  wholly  immaterial 
to  inquire  whether  these  doubts  were 
well  founded  or  not,  for  it  immediately' 
proceeds — 

"  And  whereas,  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  all  such 
of  the  provisions  made  perpetual  by  the  last- 
recited  Act,  as  do  not  relate  to  offences  against 
the  person  of  the  Sovereign — — " 

And,  accordingly,  all  the  provisions. of 
36  Geo.  3.,  and  of  57  Geo,  3.,  are  abolished 
by  this  Act,  save  such  as  relate  to 
offences  against  the  person  of  the  Sove- 
reiupi.  The  plain  meaning  of  the  words, 
**  person  of  the  Sovereign,"  is,  to  de- 
scribe treasons,  the  object  of  which  was, 
an  attack  upon  the  per;?on  or  upon  the 
life  of  the  Monarch,  or  upon  his  liberty, 
or  directly  tending  to  affect  his  personal 
security  or  safety.  These,  and  thtse  only, 
are  perpetuated  by  this  Act  of  Parliament. 
It  is  in  relation  to  these,  and  these  only, 
that  any  of  the  subsidiary  provisions  of 
the  57  Get\  3.  can  be  said  now  to  exist ; 
and  this  being  not  a  charge  of  compassing 
the  death  of  the  Sovereign  by  means  of  an 
attempt  on  her  life  by  assas^iination,  by 
wounding  or  otherwise,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  it  does  not  come  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  referred  to  and  that  the  party 


is  not  entitled  to   the  copy   of  what  he 
seeks. 

Plea  to  the  Indictment. 

Whiteeide  tendered  a  plea  to  the  indict- 
ment averring  that  the  prisoner  was  en- 
titled to  the  copy  of  the  indictment,  list  of 
witnesses,  &c  ,  that  they  had  not  been  de- 
livered, and  concluding  as  follows : — 

"  And  this  he,  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien, 
is  ready  to  verify  ;  wherefore  he  now  prays 
judgment,  and  that  be  may  not  be  compelled  now 
to  aDswer  the  said  indictmeDt  and  so  forth." 

Attorney- General :  This  plea  ought  not 
to  be  received.  It  is  not  a  plea  in  abate- 
ment; it  is  not  finding  fault  with  the 
indictment,  and  praying  to  have  it  quashed 
for  any  reason,  or  for  its  being  improperly 
found  ;  but  it  is  simply  an  allegation  that 
he  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  plead  to 
this  indictment. 

Whiteside:  It  is  not  for  the  Court — 
with  great  deference— to  say  that  a  cer- 
tain plea,  ought  not  to  be  received  a 
prion,  before  it  is  argued  with  respect  to 
Its  form  or  matter.  We  felt  it  our 
duty,  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of 
Lord  Chief  J  ustice  Tindal,  first  to  apply 
to  the  Court  to  put  off  the  trial,  because 
a  list  of  witnesses  had  not  been  given. 
We  did  not  say,  nor  is  it  once  hinted 
throughout  that  case  of  Froet,  that  it 
was  not  a  proper  point  to  reserve  in  some 
shape  or  other  for  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  same  question  was  in  principle  re- 
served there,  and  I  insist,  respectfully, 
upon  the  right  of  having  it  reserved  here. 
Wo  can  only  put  in  a  declinatory  plea. 
We  cannot  take  a  bill  of  exceptions. 
There  is  no  oiher  mode  in  which  the 
question  can  be  raised. 

Fitzgerald:  Similar  pleas  were  received 
in  MilcheVs  case, (a)  Fitzltarris'e  case, (6) 
and  O^ConnelVs  ca9e.(c) 

Sir  C.  O^Logklen:  In  the  case  of  Beg.  v, 
O'Oonvell,  we  first  made  a  motion  upon  the 
jury  panel,  and  then  we  challenged  the 
array  ;  we  then  put  it  upon  the  record  in 
the  shape  of  a  plea. 

Whiteside:  And  it  was  overruled  pro 
forma. 

Scott :  Is  there  any  rule  of  any  court  of 
law,  to  justify  a  kind  of  half  plea  of  this 
nature  r  It  is  merely  declining  to  give  an 
answer  to  the  indictment,  and  nothing 
moie.  It  is  not  giving  an  answer  to  the 
indictment  or  disposing  of  it  in  any  way 
whatever.  It  is  a  new  kind  of  plea  never 
before  heard  of. 

Mooke,  J. :  Suppose  that  the  prisoner 
had  not  been  furnished  with  any  copy  of 
the  indictment  at  all,  and  he  was  called 


(a)  6  St.  Tr.,  N.S.,  545. 
(6)  8  St.  Tr.,  223. 
{c)  5  St.  Tr.,  N.S.,  1. 
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upon  to  plead,  has  be  not  a  right  to  eaj, 
and  to  put  it  upon  record,  '*  I  am  not  now 
to  be  put  upon  my  trial,  because  by  law, 
before  I  can  be  put  on  my  trial,  I  am 
entitled  to  certain  matters  P  ** 

Scott :  Clearly,  my  lord,  he  has  the  right; 
but  the  question  is,  bas  he  the  right  to  do 
it  by  what  he  calls  a  plea  of  this  kind  P 

Whiteside :  How  is  it  to  be  done  P 

Scott:  By  an  application  to  the  Court, 
who  will  protect  the  prisoner,  and  not 
nllow  him  to  be  prematurely  called  upon  to 
plead.  It  is  not  matter  of  defence,  nor  of 
a?iswer  to  the  charge  in  the  indictment. 
It  is  only  asking  for  further  time  to  give 
in  his  answer. 

FitzgercUd :  If  this  is  not  a  proper  plea 
in  abatement,  of  course  it  will  be  open  to 
tbe  counsel  for  the  Crown  to  take  advan- 
tage of  that  upon  general  demurrer  to  the 
plea. 

BfiACKBURyE,  L.C.  J. :  The  whole  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  admissibility  of  this 
plea,  or  whatever  it  is  called,  should  be 
determined  upon  motion  or  upon  deniuiTer. 
Upon  consideration,  we  think  that  the  best 
course  will  be  to  receive  it,  leaving  the 
Attorney- General  to  demur,  if  he  thinks 
proper,  to  it. 

The  Attorney  -  G^meral  demurred  ore 
tenusj  and  the  Court  gave  judgment  of 
respondeat  otieter. 

Clerk  of  the  Grown:  How  say  you, 
William  8roith  O'Brien, — are  you  guilty 
or  not  guilty  p 

Prisoner :  Not  guilty. 

Application  for  Ikspection  op  Jury 
Panel. 

Whiteside  applied  that  the  priBoncr 
might  be  allowed  to  inspect  a  copy  of  the 
jury  panel  for  a  few  hours  before  tbe  trial. 
Both  the  prisoner's  counsel  and  attorney 
are  strangers  in  this  county,  and  know  no- 
thing of  tiie  p«»rsons  returned.  In  England 
a  prisoner  would  be  entitled  to  a  copy  of 
the  panel  ten  days  before  the  trial.  Even 
before  the  7  &  8  Will  3.  c.  3.  it  was  ihe 
custom  in  England  to  grant  a  copy  of  the 
panel.  In  Cliamock's  case  (a)  the  prisoner 
complained  he  had  not  had  a  copy  of  the 
panel  ten  days  before.  The  Lord  Chirf 
Justice  said — 

"  That  it  i«  not  of  right  but  of  favoor,  and  it 
i8  a  practice  which  has  of  late  obtained ;  but  for 
what  you  talk  of  ten  da3r8,  that  never  was  shown 
in  any  case,  nor  is  it  practicable.  You  have  the 
same  favour  shown  you  that  all  prisoners  have, 
and  you  can  f  xpect  no  more.  But  you  do  not 
answer  the  question,  whether  you  will  join  in 
your  challengeK  or  not." 


(a)  J2.  St.Tr.,  I38». 


Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  Unless  the  Attor- 
ney General  consents,  we  cannot  make  an 
order  in  the  case. 

Attorney-General:  They  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  all  the  names  called 
over  by  the  Clerk  of  tlie  Crown. 

Calling  over  the  Panel. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  then  called 
over  the  names  of  the  panel. 

Whiteside  handed  in  the  following:— 

''Chali.bnob  to  the  Abrat. 

"  And  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien  chal- 
lenges  the  array  of  the  said  panel,  because  he 
says  at  the  time  of  arra}ing  and  returning  of 
the  said  panel,  there  was  not,  nor  is  there  now, 
in  existence  a  jurors'  book  for  the  couoty  of 
Tipperary  for  the  current  year,  to  wit,  for  the 
year  1 848.  For  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien 
says  that  by  the  statutable  enactmeDts  in  such 
cases  made  and  provided  and  now  in  force  in 
this  realm,  it  is  among  other  thin^  required  that 
the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  in  every  county  in  Ireland 
shall,  within  one  week  after  the  commencement 
in  every  year  of  the  sessions  next  hereinafter 
mentioned,  to  wit,  the  October  general  quarter 
sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  holden  in  each  divi- 
sion of  eich  county  at  large,  issue  and  deliver 
his  precept  to  the  high  constable  and  collectors 
of  Grand  Jury  cess  in  each  barony  or  other  dis- 
trict of  collection,  and  the  collectors  of  the  cess 
or  assessment,  where  no  grand  jury  cess  is 
levied,  requiring  such  constable  to  prepare  and 
make  out  within  one  week  then  next  ensuing  a 
true  list  of  all  men  residing  within  their  respective 
districts  qualified  with  respect  to  property  and 
liable  to  serve  on  juries,  and  that  the  high  con- 
stable and  collector  or  collectors  to  whom  the 
said  precept  is  delivered  shall  make  out  a  true 
list  in  alphabeti?al  order  of  all  men  within  their 
districts  qualified  by  law  and  liable  to  serve  on 
juries,  and  return  the  same  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  who  shall  lay  same  before  the  ju^^tices 
assembled  at  a  special  sessions,  to  be  holden  at 
a  place  and  time  to  be  fixed  by  the  justices 
assembled  at  every  October  general  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  to  be  holden  in  each  division 
of  the  county  at  large,  and  that  the  justioes 
assembled  at  such  special  sessions  shall  count 
number  and  allow  and  sign  the  book  for  the 
year  ensning,  which  shall  be  made  out  and  de- 
livered by  the  Clerk  of  tbe  Peace  to  the  Sheriff 
for  the  time  being,  and  brought  into  use  on  the 
first  day  of  January  after  it  shall  be  so  delivered. 
And  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien  says  that 
the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Tipperary 
did  not  within  one  week  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  general  or  quarter  sessions  which 
were  holden  in  each  division  of  the  county  of 
Tipperary  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1847,  or  at 
any  time  thereafter  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1847, 
issue  or  deliver  any  such  precept  as  is  herein- 
before mentiored  tD  the  hiffh  constable  and 
collector  of  grand  jury  oeas  m  each  barony  or 
other  district  of  collection  in  the  said  county  of 
Tipperary,  or  to  the  collectors  of  any  other  cess 
or  assessment  in  the  said  county,  fo  any  of  the 
sail  persons,  nor  was  any  jurors'  book  for  the 
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gaid  coanty  of  Tippemiy  for  the  dow  current 
year  prepared  and  made  out  pursuant  to  the 
Btatutable  enactments  in  such  case  made  and 
provided. 

"And  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien  says 
that  Richard  Pennefather,  the  High  Sheriff  of 
the  county  of  Tipperary,  has  not  returned  the 
said  jurors  whose  names  are  on  the  said  panel,  or 
any  of  them,  from  the  jurors'  book  of  the  paid 
county  for  the  year  preceding  the  now  current 
year,  nor  from  the  respective  jurors*  books  of 
the  said  county,  or  any  of  them,  for  any  year  or 
years  precedini^  the  now  current  year,  nor  hath 
the  said  Sheriff  returned  or  empanelled  the  iiaid 
jurors  in  the  said  panel  mentioned  in  like  manner 
as  has  or  hath  been  used  or  accustomed  before 
the  passing  of  a  certain  act  of  Parliament  holden 
in  the  third  and  fourth  years  of  the  reign  of  our 
late  Lord  Kino:  William  the  Fourth,  entitled, 
*  An  Act  for  Consolidating  and  Amending  the 
Laws  relating  to  Jurors  and  Juries  in  Ireland.' 

"And  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien  also 
challenges  the  array  of  the  said  panel,  because 
he  says  that  the  several  panels  of  jurors  which 
for  a  long  time,  to  wit,  three  years  now  last 
passed,  have  been  from  time  to  time  returned  by 
the  respective  Sheriffs  of  the  county  of  Tipperary 
to  serve  upon  juries  for  the  trial  of  indictments 
St  commissions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol 
delivery,  in  and  for  the  said  county,  have  con- 
sisted respectively  of  a  large  number  of  persons, 
to  wit,  each  of  said  panels  of  380  persons  duly 
qualified  and  liable  to  serve  as  such  jurors  as 
aforesaid. 

**  And  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien  says 
that  of  said  panels  of  jurors  not  less  than  a 
certain  large  proportion,  to  wit,  one-third,  of  the 
persons  on  each  of  said  panels  has  consisted  of 
persons  professing  the  Boman  Catholic  religion, 
and  that  the  residue  thereof,  two-thirds,  of  the 
persons  on  each  of  said  panels,  consisted  of  per- 
sons professing  the  Protestant  religion,  and  the 
said  William  Smith  O'Brien  saith  that  of  the 
jurors  returned  by  Richard  Pennefather  as  Sheriff 
as  aforesaid  to  serve  at  the  present  commission, 
not  more  than  a  very  small  proportion,  to  wit, 
one-eighteenth,  consists  of  persons  professing 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  the  residue 
thereof,  to  wit,  the  seventeen-eighteenths,  of  said 
last-mentioned  persons  consists  of  persons  pro- 
fessing the  Protestant  religion. 

"  And  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien  saith 
that  said  last  mentioned  panel  has  been  by  the 
said  sheriff  partially  arrajed  and  returned  with 
reference  to  the  religion  of  the  persons  returned 
on  the  same  to  the  prejudice  of  the  said  William 
Smith  O'Brien,  and  this  he — the  said  William 
Smith  O'Brien — is  ready  to  verify.  Wherefore 
he  prays  judgment,  and  that  the  said  panel  may 
be  quashed  and  bo  forth." 

Connsel  for  the  Crown  retired,  and  after 
an  absence  of  two  hours,  returned  into 
Court. 

AUomeif- General :  My  lord,  we  hand  in 
a  plea  to  this  : — 

♦'  Plea. 

"  And  the  said  James  Henry  Monahan,  At- 
torney-General for  our  said  Lady  the  Queen, 
who  in  this  behalf  prosecutes  for  our  said  Lady 


]  the  Queen,  cometh  and  saith  that  for  any  thing 
I  by  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien  in  his  said 
,  challenge  alleged,  the  said  panel  ought  not  to  be 
I  quashed,  because  he  saith  that  there  was  a  jurors' 
i  book  for  the  said  county  of  Tipperary  for  the 
I  now  current  year,  prepared  and  made  out  pur- 
suant to  the  statutable  enactments  in  that  behalf 
made  and  provided,  and  that  the  said  jurors* 
book  for  the  said  county  for  the  said  current 
year  is  now  in  exi(itence,*to  wit,  at  Clonmel 
aforesaid.     And  the  said  James  Henry  Monahan 
further  saith  that  the  array  of  the  said  panel 
was  well,  equally,   and  impartially  made  and 
arrayed  from  the  said  jurors'  book  for  the  cur- 
rent year  by  the  said  Sheriff  and  his  officers 
according  to  the  duty  of  his  office,  wherefore  he 
prays  judgment,  and  that  the  array  of  the  said 
panel  may  be  affirmed  and  the  said  challenge 
disallowed." 

The  prisoner's  counsel  retired,  and  after 
a  short  absence  returned  into  C3art. 

Sir  0.  O'Loghlen :  We  join  issue  in  the 
words  of  the  plea,  and  hand  in  this  replica- 
tion : — 

**  BEPLICATIOIf . 

**  And  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien  by  way 
of  replication  to  the  plea  filed  by  the  Right 
Honourable  James  Henry  Monahan,  her 
Majesty's  Attorney-General,  who  in  this  behalf 
prosecutes  for  our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  to  the 
challenge  of  him  the  said  W  illiam  Smith  O'Brien 
made  to  the  array  of  tfie  said  panel,  savs  that 
notwithstanding  any  thing  in  and  by  the  said 
plea  alleged,  the  said  panel  ought  to  be  quashed, 
because  he  says  that  there  was  not  a  jurors' 
book  for  the  said  county  for  the  now  current 
year  prepared  and  made  pursuant  to  the  statuta^ 
ble  enactments  in  such  case  made  and  provided, 
nor  was  the  panel  well,  equally,  and  impartially 
made  and  arrayed  from  the  said  jurors'  book  f<ir 
the  current  year,  in  manner  and  form  as  the  said 
Attorney-General  has  in  and  by  his  said  plea 
alleged,  and  this  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien 
prays  may  be  inquired  of  the  Court  here,  accord- 
ing to  law  and  so  forth." 

The  Hon.  Francis  Aldhorough  Priilie 
and  the  Hon.  Cornelius  O'Gallaghan  were 
then  sworn  as  triers. 

Whiteside :  Gentlemen  triers,  the  first 
question  raised  by  this  challenge  turns 
chiefly  upon  the  construction  of  ihe  Jurors' 
Act,  3  &  4  Will.  4  c.  91.  There  has  not 
been  a  compliance  with  s.  4,  which  pro- 
vides— 

■  "  For  the  assistance  of  the  Sheriff  in  forming 
the  jurors'  book,  be  It  further  enacted,  that  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  in  every  county,  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  in  every  county  of  a  city  and 
county  of  a  town  in  Ireland,  shall  within  one 
week  after  the  commencement  in  every  year  oj 
the  Afidsummer  Bessions  hereinafter  next  men- 
tioned^ issue  and  deliver  his  precept  (in  the  form 
set  forth  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  or 
as  near  thereto  as  may  be)  to  the  high  con- 
stable and  collectors  of  the  grand  jury  cess  in 
each  barony,  half  barony,  or  other  district  of 
collection,  and  to  the  collectors  of  other  cess  or 
assessment  where  no  grand  jury  cess  is  levied, 
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requiring  such  collectors^  respectively,  to  pre- 
pare and  make  otU  within  one  month  then  next 
ensuing^  a  true  list  of  men  residing  within  their 
respective  districts  qualifietl  with  respect  to  pro- 
perty, and  liable  to  serve  upon  jnries." 

By  B.  8,  withiD  one  month  after  the 
receipt  of  the  precept,  copies  of  lists  are 
to  be  delivered  to  the  OleiKs  of  the  Peace, 
who  are  to  keep  .them  for  three  weeks. 
That  makes  two  months — 

"after  the  commencement  of  the  Midsummer 
sessions  next  hereinafter  mentioned." 

There  are  no  **  Midsnmmer  sessions  next 
hereinafter  mentioned**  in  the  Act,  but 
8.  9  requires  the  Justices  to  fix — 

<*  a  time  not  less  than  two,  nor  more  than  three, 
calendar  months,  after  the  first  day  of  such 
general  or  quarter  sessions,  for  holding  a  special 
session  for  the  purpose  of  examining  such  li>ts 
of  the  jurors,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  herein- 
after mentioned." 

As  there  are  no  Midsummer  sessions 
next  hereinafter  mentioned  in  the  Act, 
and  the  next  sessions  mentioned  are  the 
October  sessions  in  s.  9,  yonr  lordships 
must,  to  make  sense  of  the  Act,  either 
reject  the  words  "next  hereinafter  men- 
tioned,** or  the  words,  **  Midsummer 
sessions.**  The  words,  •*  Midsummer  ses- 
sions,** should  be  rejected,  because  the 
Act  was  passed  on  Aujfust  28th,  1833,  after 
the  **  Midsummer  sessions**  for  that  year, 
so  that  no  jurors*  book  could  have  been 
drawn  up  for  1834,  if  these  words  are  re- 
tained. Then  this  consequence  followo, 
••  that  the  sessions  next  hereinafter  men- 
tioned,** must  be  the  October  sessions  ; 
and,  therefore,  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  ought  to  liave  issued  his  precept  one 
week  after  the  October  sessions  ;  and  in 
point  of  fact  he  has  not  done  so,  but  has 
issued  it  in  July,  consequently  the  jurors* 
book  made  up  for  these  precepts  is  bad. 

Attorney- General :  This  is  a  rather  start- 
ling proposition  that  **  Midsummer  " 
means  October. 

The  point  having  been  argued  at  great 
length,  and  evidence  having  been  given 
showing  that  the  precepts  were  issued 
before  the  month  of  August,  1847,  and  that 
the  jurors*  book  for  1848  was  made  up  from 
lists  served  at  special  sessions  in  Decem- 
ber, 1847, 

Blacrbubne,  L.C.J,  {addreseing  the 
triers):  You  need  not  trouble  yourself 
with  that  part  of  the  case,  because  it  is 
quite  plain.  Gentlemen,  in  this  case, 
in  the  is^ue  which  has  been  joined,  it  is 
alleged  by  the  prisoner — 

«*  that  there  was  not  a  jurors'  book  for  the  said 
county  for  the  current  year  prepared  ard 
made,  pursuant  to  the  statutable  euai'tmeuts  in 
that  cusc-  made  and  provided.'* 


Now,  it  is  an  admitted  fact,  that  the 
panel  is  taken  from  the  names  found 
in  that  book  which  bus  been  produced, 
and  proved  to  have  been  delivered  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  to  the  Sub- 
Sheritf  of  the  county  upon  the  3l8t  of 
December,  1847,  and  proved  to  have  been 
made  from  the  lists  revised  at  the  quai-ter 
sessions,  at  which  quarter  Mcssions,  I  ueoi 
not  tell  you,  the  magistrates  preside  for 
the  purpose  of  revising  the  lists ;  and 
the  hats  which  they  so  revise,  from  which 
the  jurors*  book  is  compiled,  are  proved  to 
have  been  returned  by  the  collectors  prior 
to  the  month  of  October,  in  pursuance  of 
a  precept  which  has  not  been  produced 
here,  but  which  unquestional>ly  issued 
before  the  month  of  August.  And  the 
question  now  raised  is  whether  or  not  the 
precept  which  was  unquestionably  issued 
hy  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  before  the  Octo- 
ber sessions,  was  a  precept  issued  pursuant 
to  the  Jurors*  Act  P  Upon  the  part  of  the 
prisoner  it  is  alleged,  that  it  ought  to  have 
issued  after  the  October  sessions  in  the 
year  1847,  and  not  at  any  antecedent 
period.  In  point  of  fact,  it  did  issue  at  an 
antecedent  period.  The  question  depends 
entirely  on  the  construction  of  the  Act  ot 
Parliament,  as  to  which  we  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  telling  you  that  it  does  not  contain 
one  single  word  or  letter  justifying  that 
construction,  or  warranting  you  in  coming 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  has  acted  otherwise  than  pursuant  to 
the  Act  of  Parliament;  therefore  the  ob- 
jection is  utterly  untenable,  and  we  advise 
you  to  find  against  the  challenge  upon 
that  ground. 

The  triers  found  for  the  Crown  and 
against  the  challenge  upon  the  first 
ground. 

Challenge  to  Arrat  upon  the  Second 
Ground. 

Whiteside  (addressing  the  triers) :  The 
question  here  lor  you  is  whether  this  panel 
has  been  fairly  and  impartially  arrayed. 
The  point  is  a  very  short  one.  Upon  a'l 
the  former  panels  within  the  last  three 
years,  there  was  a  certain  pj'OfKDrtion 
obsoi-ved  by  the  respectable  High  Sheriffs 
who  returned  the  panels — and  especially 
for  the  last  special  commission — and  that 
proportion  becms  to  have  been  considered 
a  fair  one,  though  I  confess  I  was  much 
surprised,  considering  the  religion  of  the 
jurors,  at  the  small ness  of  the  numbers. 
Upon  those  panels  two-thirds  of  the  jurors 
have  been  of  the  Protestant  persuasion, 
and  one-third  only  have  been  of  the  Catho- 
lic religion.  What  is  the  result  with 
respect  to  the  present  panel  ?  It  is  averred 
that  upon  this  panel  one-eighteenth  part 
only  consists  of  Catholic  jurors.    The  very 
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men  enlogized  by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  discharged 
tiieir  duties  at  the  last  spt'Cial  commission 
— the  men  who  showed  that  they  could 
not  be  intimidated,  have  been,  I  say,  pur- 
posely and  sfcudionely  struck  off  upon  this 
occasion,  in  order  to  save  my  Irarned  and 
esteemed  friend,  the  Attorney-Oeneral,  the 
pain  of  telling  them  openly  to  stand  by 
when  they  come  up  to  be  sworn.  There  are 
288  names  upon  this  panel ;  and  it  is 
settled,  though  it  has  been  disputed   by 

g'eat  lawyers  now  on  the  bench  in  Eng- 
nd,  that  the  Crown  may  pnt  by  276,  or 
260,  or  264,  nntil  they  have  exactly  the 
twelve  men  they  like,  and  that  they  may 
do  by  simply  uttering  the  words  **  stand 
by."  Therefore  the  more  numerous  a 
panel  is,  where  the  prisoner  has  but  thirty- 
five  challenges,  the  more  reason  is  there  for 
ascertaining  whether  the  panel  is  fairly 
and  impartially  arrayed  or  not.  In  Home 
Tofke*8  case  (a)  Sir  John  Scott,  then  the 
Attomeif' General — ^the  late  Lord  Eldan — 
went  the  lenj^h  of  setting  aside  seven 
men,  and  the  judge  observed  sharply  upon 
the  number  he  had  set  aside,  remarking 
at  the  same  time  the  number  which  ap- 
peared on  the  panel.  Had  he  practised  in 
Ireland,  he  would  have  been  taught  a 
different  line  of  proceeding.  Why  do 
I  mencion  that?  Here  is  a  panel  of  288 
names.  It  may  be  that  my  client  has 
no  appreheusion  that  twelve  gentlemen 
of  his  own  persuasion  would  not  try  him 
fairly  for  his  life.  But  that  is  not  the 
anestion.  I  have  no  doubt,  and  he  has  no 
aoubt  but  they  would.  'J'he  question  fairly 
and  honestly,  is,  whether  this  panel  has 
been  dealt  with  unfairly  and  unwarrant- 
ably to  his  prejudice.  Now,  what  has 
been  done  P  They  have  struck  off  seven- 
teen-eighteenths  of  the  Koman  Catholic 
jurors  of  this  county.  There  are  several 
of  them  who  attended  at  the  la^t  assizes 
in  attendance  here,  whom  we  have  sum- 
moned to  give  evidence  to-day.  Now,  if 
you  want  an  authority  to  know  whether 
that  is  according  to  the  law  or  the  consti- 
tution, 1  will  give  you  one,  and  it  is  no 
other  than  the  prosecutor  in  this  case. 
Lord  John  Bdueell.  Gentlemen,  I  was  on- 
gaged  as  counsel  in  Mr.  O^ConnelVs  case, 
on  the  part  of  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
were  then  arraigned.  Eleven  gentlemen 
were  there  set  aside  because  they  belonged 
to  the  Repeal  Association;  and  that 
reason,  in  myiudgment,  was  a  just  one. 
They  were  assailed  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  having  so  set  them  aside. 

Attorney- General :  1  really  do  not  know, 
my  lords,'  what  Lord  John  Ruffsell  has  to 
do   with  this.     He  is  not  the  prosecutor 

(a)  25  St.  Tr.  25. 


in  this  case.  I  am  here  the  prosecutor, 
as  public  oflScer,  on  the  part  of  the  Que  en. 
On  the  question  which  has  to  be  tried 
here,  whether  this  be  or  not  a  fair  and 
proper  panel,  I  do  not  know  what  Lord 
John  Russell  has  to  do  with  that. 

Blackbdhne,  L.C.J. :  Do  not  go  into  any 
vague  question. 

Whiteside :  I  am  not,  my  lord,  going 
into  any  vague  question.  I  am  going  to 
state  the  short  point,  which  is  important. 
In  that  case  they  struck  off  eleven  gentle- 
men who  were  of  that  persuasion,  who 
were  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law;  and 
Lord  John  Bussell  arraigned  that  pro- 
ceeding as  an  unconstitutional  and  un- 
justifiable one  in  O'GonnelVs  case  (a);  and 
yet  the  same  man — for  what  is  the  use  of 
my  learned  friend  telling  me  that  he  is 
acting  for  the  Queen ;  he  is — I  do  not  say  it 
disrespectfully— but  the  official  servant  of 
her  Majesty's  prime  minister — to  be  sure 
he  is ;  and  they  have  struck  100  off  that 
panel,  and  they  have  placed  a  few  names 
in  such  a  place  that  our  right  of  challenge 
is  a  farce.  I  say  that  such  striking  off 
has  been  done  designedly.  There  are  but 
some  18  or  19  Catholics  on  this  long  panel 
of  288 ;  and  I  will  tell  you  why  that  has 
been  done.  01  the  120  who  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  attending  1 00  are  gone  ;  and  you 
will  be  told  presently,  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  the  Sheriff  knew  nothing  about  it. 
Gentlemen,  the  best  authority  I  can  give 
you,  as  to  the  value  of  my  objection,  is 
the  deciition  of  Baron  Fennefalher,  in  my 
hearing,  at  the  last  Special  Commission 
in  Dublin,  in  Reg.  v.  O'Doherty  (6)  that 
the  religion  of  any  man  is  no  ground 
for  objection;  and  if  a  body  of  men 
are  kept  off  studiously  and  purposely, 
on  the  ground  of  their  religion,  that,  he 
decided  from  the  bench,  was  a  juHt  ground 
for  impugning  the  impartiality  of  the 
panel.  I  make  no  charge  against  the  re- 
spectable High  Sheriff  of  jour  county,  I 
will  prove  these  facts  to  you  ;  and  it  will 
not  do  for  the  Sheriff  to  say  that  he  did 
not  know  how  this  panel  was  made  out. 
It  has  been  made  out  in  that  way,  that 
Catholic  jurors  might  not  appear  on  the 
panel ;  for  if  they  were  on  the  panel,  the 
Attorney- General  would  have  had  openly 
to  bid  them  stand  by.  I  do  not  speak  dis- 
respectfully of  my  learned  friend ;  it 
would  pain  him  to  do  it.  I  believe  out  of 
every  twenty  or  twenty-five  names  there  is 
one  Catholic  gentleman.  Our  right  of 
challenge  is  thus  made  a  mere  farce  ;  and 
it  comes  ultimately  to  this,  if  this  system 
be  continued,  while  I  admit  the  Sheriff 
ought  to  strike  off  all  men  who  are  Con- 


(a)  5  St.  Tr.  N.S.  947. 
(6)  6  St.  Tr.  N.S,  831. 
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federation  men,  and  the  like,  yet,  if  on  the 
score  merely  of  their  religion  they  are 
omitted,  it  would  be  better  frankly  and 
boldly  at  once  to  re-enacc  the  penal  laws. 
Henry  Fedder  (the  Clerk  of  the  Crown), 
who  had  been  subpoenaed  to  produce  the 
jury  panels  of  the  last  three  years  was 
then  examined  on  the  v(rir  c2ire,  and  stated 
that  the  panel  for  the  North  Biding  was 
at  Nenagh;  the  panel  for  the  South 
Biding  was  in  the  Crown  otlice  at  Clon- 
mel.  He  would  send  for  it.  The  number 
of  names  on  the  present  panel  was  288. 

Pahnck  Kirwan — Examined  on  the 
voir  dire  by  Whiteeide. 

An  attorney  practising  in  the  county, 
who  had  heard  the  ptinel  read  over,  stated 
that  the  number  of  Boman  Catholics  on  it 
was  about  17  or  18  out  of  288. 

The  witness  having  been  questioned 
about  the  panel  at  the  last  Special  Com- 
mission, the  Solicitor' General  objected 
that  the  panel  must  be  produced. 

The  panel  of  the  January  Special  Com- 
mission having  been  produced  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown,  the  witness  retired  to 
examine  it. 

Body  Spain — Examined  on  the  voir  dire 
by  Whiteside. 

Stated  that  he  had  attended  as  a  juror 
at  the  last  assizes ;  at  the  two  previous  as- 
sizes his  name  had  been  omitted;  before 
he  had  usually  been  summoned.  Was  a 
Boman  Catholic.  Had  seen  James  Hanley 
a  Boman  Catholic,  Edward  Heyn,  Catho- 
lic, Jeremiah  Tuohy,  Catholic,  John  Tuohy, 
George  Thomhill,  John  BoAcy,  Edward 
Flynn,  and  Jeremiah  Tuohy,  Catholics,  act 
as  jurors.  Had  not  seen  them  at  this  com- 
mission. 

Blackbubnb,  L.C.J. :  Unless  you  can 
connect  the  Sheriff  in  some  way  or  other 
with  some  corrupt  intention,  I  cannot  see 
the  object  of  pursuing  this  line  of  exami- 
nation. 

Whiteside :  It  will  be  a  question  on  the 
evidence,  my  lord.  I  aver  that  100  and 
more  names  could  not  be  left  off  by  acci- 
dent. Now  I  must  prove  the  fact  that 
100  were  left  off. 

DoHEBTY,  C.J. :  That  none  were  left  off 
prior  to  tie  time  of  the  present  Sheriff. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Altomey-General. 

Gregory  FitzfHitrich  is  a  tanner,  M'Han- 
ley  ia  in  the  skin  and  feather  trade,  i^r. 
jP/yn,  a  gentleman  farmer,  one  Mr.  Tuohy 
is  a  miller,  the  other  farms  120  acres. 

Do  you  know  whej^her  those  two  are  in 
the  habit  of  attending  as  jurors  at  the 
quarter  sessions  P — They  are. 

Petty  jurors  at  quaiter  sessions? — Yes. 
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Are  they  in  the  habit  of  attending  the 
assistant-barrister's  court  P — Yes. 

William  May — Examined  on  the  voir 
dire  by  Fitzgerald. 

Stated  that  he  was  a  Boman  Catholic. 
Had  not  been  summoned  at  the  last  special 
session,  but  his  name  had  never  been 
omitted  on  any  other  occasion,  and  he 
had  been  servmg  as  a  juror  for  thirty 
years.  Had  seen  Thomas Henessy  of  Thurles, 
Henry  Whepney  of  Thurles,  John  Byan  of 
Thurles,  Martin  Quinlan,  Nicholas  Burke, 
Thomas  Cahir,  Michael  Hanly,  William 
Byan,  Dudley  Byrne,  Bobert  Manning, 
Catholics.  Had  seen  them  serve  on  juries, 
John  Byan  only  on  petty  juries. 

Blackburwe,  L.C.J. :  Unless  you  can 
connect  these  matters  with  the  act  of  the 
Sheriff  for  the  purpose  of  imputing  cor- 
ruption to  him,  I  cannot  see  what  value 
this  evidence  has. 

Whiteside :  According  to  the  decision  of 
Baron  Pennefather,  if  we  prove  the  omis- 
sion, it  is  for  the  triers  to  say  whether  the 
panel  was  projjerly  framed  or  not.  Baron 
Pennefather  said  that  the  exclusion  of  any 
person  from  the  jury  panel  on  account  of 
his  religion  was  a  sufficient  cause  fur 
setting  aside  the  panel.(a) 

Cross-examined  by  the  Solicitor- General. 

Had  seen  the  above  persons  serve  at 
quarter  sessions,  some  as  grand  jurois, 
and  some  as  petty  jurors. 

Edward  Murphy. — Examined  on  the 
voir  dire  by  Whiteside. 

A  Boman  Catholic.  Had  served  at  the 
as&izes  and  special  commissions  for  the 
last  twenty  years.  Was  not  on  this  panel. 
Know  Daniel  Murphy  of  Ballymere,  and 
another  Daniel  Murphy,  Jerome  Scully, 
John  Macks,  Nicholas  and  John  Doherty, 
Catholics,  and  had  seen  them  act  as 
jurors. 

Cross-examined  by  Scott. 

Do  you  know  whether  any  Protestant 
jurors,  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
serving  assurors,  have  been  omitted  from 
this  panel? — From  my  neighbourhood 
there  is  not  one  that  I  heard  of. 

Now,  are  you  only  speaking  of  what  you 
heard,  or  is  it  what  you  know  ?  Do  you 
know  whether  all  these  of  whom  you  have 
spoken  have  been  returned  or  summoned 
for  this  panel  ?— No,  I  cannot  say  ;  I  was 
not  asked  that  before. 

Edward  Murphy,  of  Bally  more    House — 
Examined  on  the  vtir  dire  by  Fitzgerald. 

A  Boman  Catholic.  Had  been  in  the 
habit  of  serving  on  juries  for  the  last  five 
years,  and  served  at  the  last  special  com- 


(a)  In  Reg.  v.  O'Doherty  6  St.  Tr.,  N.S.,  88 1, 
888. 
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misBion.      Was   not    sammoned  on    this  I 
panel;  h is  brother  was. 

Edward  Lalor  Camhie — Examined  on  the 
voir  dire  bj  Whiteside, 

Formerly  acted  as  Sab-Sheriff  of  this 
county.  Had  known  a  great  many  of  the 
persons  mentioned  by  the  last  three  wit- 
nesses on  jaries. 

You  have  yourself  put  them  upon  the 
panel  as  fit  and  proper  persons  P — I  have. 

And  they  were  tit  and  proper  persons  P — 
Some  of  them  were  only  put  on  at  petty 
sessions;  others  of  them  as  jurors  at 
assizes;  and  others  of  them  were  only 
record  jurors. 

Were  the  names  you  heard  mentioned 
those  of  fit  and  qualified  persons  to  serve 
as  jurors  P— A  great  many  of  them  were 
respectable  men;  some  rich,  comfortable 
men,  who  had  an  interest  in  the  county. 

Such  as  ought  certainly  to  have  been 
placed  on  a  jury  P — Such  as  ought  certainly 
from  their  position  and  property.  Some 
of  them  were  only  quarter  sessions  jurors. 

You  are  the  person  who  can  give  me  the 
best  information.  Now,  may  I  ask  you,  do 
you  consider  out  of  a  panel  of  288  names, 
that  18  is  a  fair  representation  of  the 
Boman  Catholic  jurors  of  this  county  P 

Atiomey- General :  I  do  not  think  that  is 
a  legal  question.  The  number  of  Catholics 
is  a  mere  assumption. 

Blacilburne,  L.C.J. :  I  do  not  think  you 
can  ask  the  question,  what  is  the  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  numbers  on  any  jury  panel. 

MooRB,  J.:  That  is  matter  of  opmiou, 
what  is  the  fair  proportion. 

Whiteside:  Our  challenge  is  on  this 
ground— that  the  jurors'  lists,  before  re- 
turned to  the  court,  invariably  observed  a 
certain  proportion. 

Blackburn,  L.C.J. :  Just  observe,  the 
question  you  ask  is  whether  a  certain 
number  is  a  fair  proportion. 

Whiteside:  I  will  put  the  question  then 
in  another  form.  (To  the  witness)  :  Have 
you  heard  that  there  are  288  names  upoix 
the  present  panol  P — I  heard  that  stated. 

Now,  in  the  course  of  your  practice  as 
Sheriff,  during  the  time  you  served,  out  of 
a  panel  of  288  names,  how  many  jurors  of 
the  Boman  Catholic  persuasion  were  ordi- 
narily returned  P 

Blackbubn£,  L.C.J. :  Now,  can  you  state 
that  P — It  is  quite  impossible  that  I  could 
answer  that  question.  I  made  it  a  rule  to 
return  every  man  whom  I  thought  ought  to 
be  returned,  no  matter  whether  he  was 
Catholic  or  Protestant. 

Whiteside:  I  do  not  want  to  tie  you 
down  to  fifteen  or  twenty;  but  I  am 
asking  you,  fiom  your  knowledge  of  a 
fact  that  you  must  be  acquainted  with,  is 
fifteen  or  eighteen  out  of  a  panel  of  288, 


an  honest  return  of  the  Eoman  Catholic 
jurors  of  this  county  P 

Solicitor-General :  We  object.  That  is 
the  same  question  put  again,  after  an  in- 
timation from  the  Court  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  put. 

Whiteside:  The  Court  has  not  yet  de- 
cided  it,  and  will  not  decide  it  without 
argument.  Our  challenge  here  is  exactly 
in  conformity  with  what  I  heard  from  one 
of  the  Bench  may  be  made  out  by  proof, 
and  that  is,  that  the  proportion  of  jurors 
on  the  panel  is  not  a  fair  representation  of 
the  Boman  Catholic  jurors  of  the  county. 
How  am  I  to  prove  that  P  By  asking  a 
plain,  direct  question.  I  have  produced 
an  official  person,  who  has  acted  as  Sub- 
Sheritf  for  some  years,  who  has  made  the 
returns  for  this  county  himself;  and  he  is 
the  very  person  of  all  others  who  knows 
the  exact  fact  we  want  to  leai*n.  He.  has 
returned  the  former  panels,  and  we  aver 
that  the  ground  of  challenge  is  the  difier- 
enoe  between  this  and  the  former  panels. 
I  want  to  ask  whether  fifteen  or  eighteen 
out  of  288  is  unusual,  or,  as  I  before 
phrased  it,  an  honer.t  return  of  the  Boman 
Catholic  jurors  of  this  county  p 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  It  is  to  me  an 
utterly  incomprehensible  question.  I 
have  had  some  experience  in  criminal 
courts,  and  I  never  heard  it  laid  down 
that  a  jury  was  to  be  selected  in  any 
proportions  according  to  the  religion  of 
its  members.  On  the  contrary,  it  strikes 
me  that  an  honest  and  conscientious 
Sheriff,  well  discharging  his  duty,  would 
never  investigate  the  religion  of  any  man. 

Whiteside:  Your  lordship  states  exactly 
what  is  the  law,  that  no  juror  ought  ever 
to  be  selected  on  the  ground  of  his  re- 
ligion. I  can  subscribe  to  every  thing 
that  your  lordship  has  so  truly  said. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J.  :  I  do  not  say 
that  a  fair  proportion  of  the  religion  of 
jurors  is  not  to  oe  a  subject-matter  of  in- 
vestigation (sic).  • 

Whiteside:  My  lord,  my  complaint  is, 
that  the  very  thing  which  your  lordship 
censures  has  been  done.  And  the  ques- 
tion is,  how  can  I  prove  it,  except  by 
showing  what  was  the  number  of  the 
jurors  so  returned  on  the  former  panel  ? 

Moore,  J. :  You  were  asking  him  as  to 
his  opinion  founded  on  his  past  experience. 

Whiteside:  I  will  put  it  then  as  a  matter 
of  fact.  (To  the  witness.)  What  is  the 
smallest  number  of  Boman  Catholics 
which  you  have  known  to  be  returned 
upon  the  panels  P 

Solicitor- Oenmal:  I  object  to  that,  be- 
cause the  best  evidence  of  that  would  be 
the  production  of  the  former  panels.  On 
a  former  occasion,  in  another  place,  a 
similar  attempt  to  this  was  made,  and  it 
turficd  out  that  the  witness  they  put  on 
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the  table,  with  the  panel  in  his  hand,  did 
not  know  the  religion  of  a  single  indi- 
vidual. 

Whiteside :  That  is  ground  of  cross-ex- 
amination. Have  you  ever  returned,  Mr. 
Cambie,  so  small  a  number  as  twenty 
Boman  Catholic  jurors  for  this  great 
county  of  Tipperary  P 

Blackbuenb,  L.C.J.  :  Can  you  state 
that  as  a  matter  of  fact  P — I  cannot  state 
that  as  a  positive  fact. 

Whitoside:  But,  my  lord,  he  can  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  Ids  belief. 

WUtiess :  Mr.  Kirwan  has,  I  believe, 
prepared  an  analysis  of  these  lists,  and 
he  will  be  able  to  tell  you.  If  I  saw  the 
panel  I  should  be  able  to  state 

A  former  panel  for  the  South  Ridiug 
was  handed  to  the  witness  to  examine. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  What  do  you  do 
next,  Mr.  Whiteside  ? 

Whiteside:  I  propose,  my  lord,  to  put 
the  question  in  a  general  way. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  With  respect  to 
the  question  of  whether  this  is  a  fair  and 
proper  proportion,  that  cannot  be  put. 

Whiteside :  Till  this  gentleman  has 
looked  over  this  panel  I  cannot  go  on.  It 
is  impossible  to  establish  a  challenge  of 
this  sort,  because  we  cannot  get  at  the 
panel  except  by  a  process  of  this  court, 
it  certainly  is  a  very  important  thing  tbat 
a  panel  prepared  by  any  person,  however 
respeccable,  should  not  be  above  all  im- 
]>eachm6nt. 

Blackburne,  L.C.  J. :  Nobody  has  stated 
otherwise.  We  are  mo^t  anxious,  Mr. 
Whiteside,  to  hear  the  evidence  to  sustain 
the  challenge. 

Whiteside ;  I  could  not  get  a  copy  of  the 
former  panel  until  this  day. 

John  Loci/— Examined  on  the  voir  dire 
by  Fitzgerald. 

A  Roman  Catholic.  Had  been  regularly 
summoned  for  the  last  twenty  years  as  a 
juror.  Was  not  o^  this  panel.  Knew 
Fatrich  Quinn,  John  Dunphy,  director  of 
the  National  Bank,  John  Clancy,  Willianh 
King,  Thomas  Holmes,  Thomas  Hearne, 
Boman  Catholics.  Had  seen  them  serve 
on  juries. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney- General. 

You  are,  I  believe,  an  alderman  and 
town  councillor  of  this  town  P — I  am. 

Many  of  those  gentlemen  whom  you 
have  named  are  town  councillors? — They 
are. 

Were  you  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
applied  to  Mr.  Howley,  the  revising  bar- 
rister, to  be  left  off  the  jury,  because  you 
were  aldermen  and  town  councillors? — 
That  was  off  the  sessions'  jury. 

What  reason  did  you  assign  to  Mr, 
Howley  for  wishing  to  be  excused  from 
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serving  as  jurors  ? — On  the  ground  that 
we  were  exempted  from  serving  on  juries 
by  Act  of  Parliament. 

And  he  directed  the  Sheriff  not  to 
snmmon  you,  as  you  were  town  council- 
lors. Is  that  so  ? — I  don't  know  what  he 
told  the  Sheriff;  but  the  Sheiiff  sum- 
moned us  afterwards  to  the  sessions  and 
to  the  assizes. 

Did  you  ever  see  those  pjentlemen  whom 
you  have  named  serve  as  jurors  at  the 
sessions  P — I  have  seen  them  serve  here  at 
the  assizes. 

Have  you  beard  the  present  panel 
called  over? — I  have. 

Do  you  know  any  of  the  gentlemen 
whose  names  were  called  over? — Not  all 
of  them ;  I  know  a  good  many  of  them. 

They  are,  I  believe,  respectable  men, 
and  men  of  station  and  property? — A 
good  many  of  them  are. 

Edward  LaXor  (7^m67e— Recalled  and  ex- 
amined by  Whiteside, 

Produced  the  panel  of  the  special  com- 
mission of  24th  of  January  1848.  Had 
anolysed  it.     There  were  331  jurors. 

Now,  are  you  able  to  say  how  many 
Boman  Catholics  there  are  amongst 
them? — There  are  34  that  I  am  certain 
of,  who  are  Boman  Catholics  ;  and  there 
is  one  gentleman  as  to  whose  religion  I 
am  doubtful. 

David  Clancy — Examined  on  the  voir  dire 
by  Fitzgerald, 

Boman    Catholic.      Had    served  upon 
juries  for  twelve  years.     Was  summoned 
at  the  last  special  commission,  but  not  at 
this. 
Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney -General, 

Was  fined  for  non-attendance. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  Is  there  any  evi- 
dence of  any  corrupt  or  improper  motive  ? 

Whiteside:  We  have  just  proved  the 
fact  of  the  last  panel.  When  that  is  done, 
we  do  not  mean  to  trespass  further  on  the 
Court. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  It  is  a  very  serious 
charge,  and  ought  not  to  be  lightly 
made. 

Whiteside:  On  looking  over  the  panel, 
and  finding  the  proportion  of  Catholics  to 
Protestants  to  oe  as  I  have  stated,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  do  as  I  have  done. 
On  the  instructions  laid  before  me,  I 
would  do  so  again  if  the  same  circum- 
stances were  to  occur;  I  would  do  what  I 
thought  right  for  my  client. 

Fatrich  Kirwan,  recalled — Examined  on 
the  voir  dire  by  Whiteside. 
State  the  result  of  your  examination  of 
the  panel  for  the  South  Biding  of  1846  ? 
— There  were  192  names  ;  and  out  of  that 
number  there  were  51  Boman  Catholics. 
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Now,  have  yon  examined  any  other 
panel? — I  have  also  examined  the  panel 
of  the  10th  of  March  1846 ;  and  I  find 
that  there  were  npdn  that  194  names,  and 
of  that  namber  there  were  47  Boman 
Catholics. 

What  is  the  namber  of  Catholics  upon 
the  present  panel  ? — I  think  about  17  or  18. 

(Jross-examined  by,  the  Solicitor-OeneraL 

Do  you  speak  of  your  actual  knowledge 
of  the  religious  persuasion  of  the  parties  ? 
— I  am  perfectly  positive ;  I  think  I  can 
say  I  know  almost  every  one  of  them 
individually. 

Do  you  know  whether  any  of  those 
gentlemen  are  here  to-day  P— There  is 
one  on  the  panel  I  believe ;  another,  John 
Oreen,  has  left  the  country ;  and  a  third 
is,  I  believe,  dead. 

Do  you  know  whether  there  are  any 
more  who  have  died  since? — I  don't 
think  there  are  any  more ;  there  is  one 
dead,  there  mav  be  two. 

Whiteside :  That  is  our  case,  my  lords. 

Aitomey-Qeneral :  lAj  lords,  1  submit 
that  there  is  no  evidence  to  go  to  the 
triers.  The  issue  is,  whether  this 
panel  was  partially  arrayed  b^  the  Sheriff. 
That  is  the  expression  on  which  issue  has 
been  taken  and  joined.  The  allegations 
as  to  the  religion  of  the  jurors  on  former 
panels  and  on  this  are  only  prefatory,  and 
would  be  mere  waste  paper.  If  the  chal- 
lenge had  roerelv  stated  that  a  certain 
proportion  in  the  religions  was  not 
observed,  we  should  have  demurred.  We 
have  joined  issue,  because  corruption  is 
imputed  to  a  public  officer. 

Whiteside :  Our  case  is,  that  the  panel 
is  not  a  fair  and  impartial  one.  The 
word  corruptly  has  been  used,  but  not 
by  me.  I  do  not  wish  to  use  that  term 
to  any  gentleman  bearing  the  honoured 
name  of  the  High  Sheriff.  We  say,  look- 
ing to  other  iMmels  that  have  been  re- 
turned, that  this  is  not  a  fair  and  im- 
partial panel.  For  one  divison  we  have  a 
panel  of  192  names,  with  51  Boman 
Catholics  upon  it;  and  in  another  division 
wo  have  a  panel  with  194  names,  and  47 
Boman  Catholics  upon  it. 

Blackburnb,  L.C.  J. :  I  must  say  that  a 
question  might  be  left  to  the  triers  upon 
the  facts  as  proved. 

Attorney- Cfenercd :  Then,  my  lords,  we 
will  call  the  High  Sheriff. 

Prittie  {one  of  the  tri&i^e) :  I  should  like 
to  ask  a  question  of  the  last  witness  (Mr. 
Kvrv}an\ 

Patrick  Kiitoan,  recalled. 

Prittie  {to  the  witness).  Do  you  know 
whether  it  is  the  usual  practice  in  this 
country  for  the  High  Sheriff  to  make  any 
difference  in  the  panels  for  the  special 
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commissions,  and  those  which  are  framed 
for  the  sittings  at  the  general  county  gaol 
deliveries?—-!  have  always  thought  that 
special  commissions  of  any  kind  had  less 
Catholics  left  on  them  than  any  others. 
That  was  my  impression,  but  not  having 
made  any  calculation  I  cannot  say  exactly 
whether  that  was  so  or  not. 

Eiehard  Pennef other — Examined  on  the 
voir  direhj  the  Attorney- General, 

You  are  the  Sheriff  of  this  county  ? — I 
am. 

Did  you  return  this  panel  to  this  com- 
mission ? — I  did. 

Was  that  panel  framed  by  you,  or  by 
your  Sub-Sheriff  ?— By  mjr  Sub-Sheriff. 

Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  formation 
of  that  panel  ?— I  cannot  say  that  I  did* 

A  letter  to  the  Sub-Sheriff 

Whiteside:  Don't  tell  us  what  you 
wrote. 

Did  you  make  any  alteration  in  the 
panel  you  received  from  the  Sab-Sheriff  ? 
— I  struck  off  about  twenty-five  names 
from  the  panel,  because  I  believed  that  it 
would  be  unfair  to  bring  them  up  from 
distant  parts  of  the  county  to  Clonmel. 

Did  you  strike  off  any  man  on  account 
of  his  religious  persuasion,  or  did  you 
leave  any  on  on  that  account  ? — Not  one. 

Or  were  yon  at  all  anxious,  or  influenced 
by  any  desire,  to  return  a  jury  unfavour- 
able to  the  prisoner  ?— Certainly  not. 

And  the  panel  you  returned  was  done 
fairly  and  nonestiy  in  the  discharge  of 
your  duty  ?~I  returned  it  to  the  best  of 
my  ability. 

in  reluming  this  panel  had  you  any 
communication,  or  any  consultation,  witn 
any  one  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  either 
directly  or  indirectly? — Neither  directly 
nor  indirectly  had  1  any  communication 
with  any  person  connected  with  the 
Crown,  concerning  the  panel. 

And  this  panel  was  returned,  according 
to  the  best  of  your  judgment,  as  a  fit  and 
proper  panel  ?^It  was. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside, 

You  did  not  prepare  the  panel  your- 
self ?— I  did  not. 

Who  did  ?— The  Sub-Sheriff. 

It  was  his  doin^?— I  consider  that  I 
am  responsible  for  it. 

In  point  of  fact,  it  was  drawn  up  by  the 
Sub-Sheriff,  Mr.  Ooiny  ?— He  submitted 
to  me  a  rough  copy  of  tne  panel. 

Do  you  know  ir  anyone  assisted  him  ?— » 
Probably  his  clerk  did. 

Then  it  was  Mr.  Going  and  his  clerk 
who  arranged  the  panel  r— I  never  said 
that,  Mr.  Whiteside.  1  said  that  Mr. 
Going  brought  me  a  rough  copy  of  the 
panel,  which  I  suppose  was  drawn  out  by 
his  clerk. 
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Is  he  alive  ? — Yes. 

Do  yon  know,  in  point  of  fact,  whether 
there  are  only  eighteen  Eoman  Catholics 
upon  this  panel  P — I  did  not  know  it  till  I 
heard  it  in  evidence  in  court. 

Then  yon  were  quite  surprised  to  hear 
that  P — I  was. 

Kow  do  yon  believe  that  that  is  a  just 
proportion  P 

Blackbubne,  L.O.J. :  Mr.  Whiteaidet 
that  qnestion  is  a  wrong  one. 

Whiteside:  Do  you  know  the  county 
well  P — I  do,  pretty  well. 

Can  you  tell  me  how  many  hundred 
Boman  Catholics  of  substance  and  respect- 
ability there  are  in  the  county,  who  are 
proper  persons  to  serve  on  juries  P — I 
really  could  not. 

Do  you  know  the  names  of  these  per- 
sons,  Mr.  Murphy,  Mr.  Macks,  and  Mr. 
O'Doherty  ?  Do  you  know  them  by  cha- 
racter P— I  know  them  by  character.  I 
have  summoned  one,  Mr.  Mwrphy. 

Are  they  men  of  substance  P — I  would 
rather  not  answer  that  question. 

Although  you  summoned  one  of  them  P 
— ^Yon  have  named  tibree  or  four  persons. 

You  heard  all  the  jurors'  names  called 
here  to-day— the  Boman  Catholic  jurors' 
names  that  have  been  on  the  list  twelve 
ov  fifteen  years  P — I  heard  some  names ;  I 
cannot  say  that  I  heard  all  the  names. 

Do  you  know  whether  the  gentlemen  I 
have  mentioned  are  men  of  substance,  and 
fit  to  be  upon  the  panel  P— 1  have  heard 
you  say  that  they  were  upon  the  jurors' 
book.  I  know  very  little  more  about 
them. 

Do  not  misunderstand  me;  I  did  not 
say  that. — I  can  give  you  no  other  answer. 

8amuel  Going, — Examined  on  the  voir  dire 
by  tne  Solicitor' General. 

Sab-Sheriff.  Prepared  the  draft  panel 
and  submitted  it  to  the  High  Sherifi*,  who 
struck  ofi*  several  persons  of  a  lower  class. 

In  framing  that  panel  for  die  special 
commission,  did  you  place  the  names  on 
that  panel  according  to  their  rank  and 
property,  and  as  you  conceived  them  to  be 
a  fair  and  impartial  panel,  for  the  purposes 
of  this  commission  P — I  did  not  leave  a 
single  person  ofi*  that  panel  whom  I 
thought  a  fair  and  respectable  juror. 

Did   you,    in  the   formation   of  that 

Eanel,  or  in  preparing  the  draft  for  your 
[igh  Sheriff,  have  any  communication,  or 
did  you  receive  any  suggestion,  directly 
or  indirectly,  from  any  one  whom  you 
conceived  to  be  concerned  for  the  Govern- 
ment P — None  whatever. 
Or  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  P — Never. 
Did  vou  prepare  that  draft  from  the 
jurors'  book,  according  to  the  best  of  your 
own  skill  and  judgment,  without  any  sug- 
gestion from  any  person  P — I  did. 


Cross-examined  by  Whilcside. 

Where  is  that  draft  P— I  have  not  got 
the  original  draft  with  me. 

Were  you  served  with  a  whpcena  duces 
tecum  to  produce  the  document  from 
which  you  prepared  the  present  panel  P — 
I  was,  but  it  was  at  such  a  time  that  it 
was  morally  impossible  to  obey  it.  I  was 
on  my  way  here. 

Were  you  alone  when  yon  made  out  the 
panel  P — I  cannot  say. 

Try  and  remember. — I  cannot  say  ex* 
actlv.  I  was  not  in  company  with  my 
clerk. 

Was  there  anybody  with  you  at  the 
time  you  were  preparing  the  panel  P — I 
cannot  recollect. 

Will  you  swear  that  no  person  was 
present  with  you  at  the  time  P — If  there 
was  any  person  there  it  was  Mr.  Oerson, 
who  lives  with  me ;  but  he  took  no  part 
in  the  formation  of  the  panel. 

Who  is  Mr.  Oerson  /—He  is  a  cousin  of 
mine. 

Where  is  he  now  P — I  believe  he  is  at 
present  at  Balbriggan. 

Now,  on  your  oath,  sir,  did  he  not 
assist  you  in  framing  this  panel  P — ^He 
might  probably  have  checked  off  some  of 
the  names  as  I  called  them  over. 

How  many  Boman  Catholics  are  on  the 
jurors*  book  f  —  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Are  there  five  hundred  P — I  cuinot  say. 
I  know  there  are  a  great  many  men  on 
that  book  who  could  not  write  their  names ; 
and  there  are  many  men  on  this  panel 
about  whom  I  cannot  say  whether  they 
are  Catholics  or  Protestants. 

How  many  names  are  there  on  the 
jurors'  book  altogether  P — I  am  sure  there 
are  two  thousand  names,  without  looking 
in  this  book,  but  I  never  counted  them. 

Had  you  any  other  panel  before  you  at 
the  time  that  you  prepared  this  P — I  think 
I  had  the  panel  of  the  last  special  com- 
mission. 

Had  you  any  other  document  before 
you  P — No ;  I  may  have  had,  perhaps,  the 
last  book  for  the  assizes. 

Had  you  any  talk  at  that  time  with  Mr. 
Oerson  about  the  opinions  of  the  jurors  P 
— ^Not  that  I  recollect. 

Will  you  swear,  on  your  oath,  that  you 
had  not  P— I  will  not  swear  that  I  had  or 
had  not. 

While  you  were  making  out  that  list, 
as  an  honest  man,  had  you  not  a  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Chrscn  about  tho 
political  opinions  of  the  jurors  P— I  am 
very  sure  that  I  had  not,  because  I  know 
the  country  better  than  he  does. 

Now,  had  you  the  curiosity  to  reckon, 
out  of  the  two  hundred  and  eighth-eight 
names,  how  many  Boman  CamoUcs  are 
on  that  panel  P«^I  attempted  to  do  it,  but 
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I  have  not  Succeeded,  inasmnch  as  there 
are  thirty  or  forty  persons  on  that  panel 
about  whom  I  cannot  swear  whether  they 
are  Boman  Catholics  or  Protestants. 

Did  you  eyerprepare  a  panel  before  for 
this  county  P — ^x os. 

Can  you  tell  me  how  many  Boman 
Catholics  you  left  upon  the  panel  then ; 
have  you  not  left  eighty  or  one  hundred  P 
— I  should  think  not. 

You  have  not  that  to  charge  your  con- 
science with? — There  were  never  more 
than  two  hundred  on  any  panel;  and  it 
would  be  morally  impossible  to  ^et  one 
hundred  Boman  Catholics  in  one  riding. 

Not  one  hundred  Boman  Catholics  such 
as  you  conceiye  ooght  to  be  upon  the 

f»anel  P-— There  were  several  Boman  Catho- 
ics  who  have  been  left  off  at  their  own 
special  request  Mr.  Macha  was  one  of 
tnem. 

Can  you  name  any  one  elseP — Mr. 
Thomas  Menesay,  of  Thurles. 

On  your  oath,  to  cut  the  whole  business 
short,  did  you  not  purposely  and  design- 
edly omit  from  that  panel  jurors  whom  you 
knew  had  served  before,  and  at  assizes, 
because  they  were  Boman  Catholics  ? — I 
did  not  leave  them  off  because  .they  were 
Boman  Catholics. 

But  did  you  leave  them  off  ? — ^Yes.  If 
I  put  on  every  man  who  had  served  before 
on  the  panel,  it  would  have  amounted  to 
six  or  seven  hundred  names,  probably. 

Was  it  you  who  returned  that  former 
panel  for  1846,  with  194  names  for  one 
division,  and  47  Catholics ;  and  the  other 
with  172  names  for  the  other  division, 
with  57  Catholics  P  Did  you  hear  that 
sworn  P — I  do  not  recollect  hearing  it 
sworn,  but  I  suppose  it  was  sworn. 

Have  you  made  any  difference  between 
this  panel  and  the  others  P — Yes ;  I  alwa};s  ! 
make  a  great  difference  in  panels,  for  this 
reason :  at  assises  I  summon  for  this  town  i 
one  riding,  or  one-half  the  ctmnty ;  and  at  i 
special  commissions  I  summon  the  whole  ! 


county.    Therefore,,  that  enables  me  to  I  is  corruption. 


Did  you  know  how  you  arranged  them 
on  this  panel  P  Tell  me  who  is  the  first 
person  of  the  eighteen ;  whereabouts  the 
first  is,  upon  your  oath  P — I  cannot  say. 

Now,  did  you  not  put  them  very  low 
down  ?— -Very  high  up. 

Is  there  one  before  No.  2(jP — The  twenty- 
seventh  name  on  the  panel  is  the  first. 

Did  you  put  that  there  designedly  P — No. 

Now,  is  there  another  name  between 
that  and  No.  SOP — There  is  one  within 
three  of  that. 

Now,  I  am  quite  content ;  there  are  two 
out  of  fifty  P— That  is  only  thirty.  No.  34 
is  a  Boman  Catholic,  Mx.  Buttet';  that  is 
three  out  of  thirty-four;  and  the  forty- 
second  is  a  Boman  Catholic  gentleman, 
Mr.  Oambie, 

You  saw  the  Boman  Catholic  gentle- 
men, who  appeared  here  on  the  table. 
Did  you  know  them  as  ^jurorsp — Some 
of  them  ;  some  of  the  witnesses  named 
several  persons  as  beinff  qualified  to  servo 
who  were  struck  off  the  jurors'  book  as 
being  disqualified.  I  cannot  put  them  on 
again  if  that  were  so. 

Can  you  tell  me,  in  this  division  of  the 
county,  how  many  Boman  Catholic  jurors 
there  areP — No,  I  cannot;  but  I  can  tell 
you  this,  that  I  did  not  leave  off,  nor  had 
I  instructions  to  leave  off,  any  respectable 
Boman  Catholic  gentlemen.  I  think  I 
know  as  much  of  the  respectability  of  the 
gentlemen  as  any  man. 

Solicitor- Oe^ieral :  We  have  closed,  my 
lord. 

Fitzgerald  (to  the  triers):  I  shall  now, 
gentlemen,  address  to  you  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  fact  whether  this  jury  has 
been  partially  and  unindifferently  ar- 
rayed between  the  Crown  and  the  pri- 
soner. That,  gentlemen,  I  think  you  sec 
on  the  evidence,  forms  no  question  what- 
ever, as  the  Crown  attempted  to  put  it  to 
you,  of  the  corruption  or  incorruption  of 
the  Sheriff. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  I  think  partiality 


leave  off  a  great  number  at  special  com- 
missions that  I  feel  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  have  for  the  assizes. 

Now,  on  your  oath,  does  not  that  differ- 
ence consist  in  this,  that  you  loft  off  a 
number  of  Boman  Catholics  who  served 
at  former  assizes  P — On  my  oath,  I  did  not 
leave  any  persons  off  this  panel  because 
they  were  Boman  Catholics. 

Do  you  say,  Mr.  Going—And  this  is  the 
last  question  I  ask  you — for  this  large 
county  of  Tipperary,  that  twenty  jurors 
out  of  288  is  an  honest  jury  panel,  so  far  as 
the  Boman  Catholic  jurors  are  concerned  P 

DoHERTT,  C J. :  We  have  already  over- 
ruled  that  question.  It  has  been  decided 
by  the  Court  that  you  cannot  ask  that 
qnestioii* 


Fitzgerald:  1  speak  now,  my  lord, 
merely  of  the  personal  question  which  my 
learned  friend,  the  Attomey-Oeneral,  at- 
tempted to  put  to  the  triers.  But  al* 
though  corruption,  as  applied  to  the  High 
Sheriff  in  any  invidious  sense,  is  now  out 
of  the  case,  for  it  now  turns  out  that  he 
left  the  arranging  of  the  panel  to  his  Sub- 
Sheriff,  yet,  in  point  of  law,  he  will  bo 
liable  for  the  conduct  of  the  Sub-Sheriff, 
or  anybody  who  arranged  those  names  or 
made  out  that  panel.  Now,  gentlemen,  it  is 
a  notorious  fact  that  the  jurors  of  your 
county  consist  of  persons  of  two  classes  or 
persuasions.  Catholics  and  Protestants. 
Now,  suppose  there  had  appeared  on  this 
panel  a  larger  proportion  of  Catholics 
;  than  Protestants,  the  fact  being,  as  we 
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have  proved  it,  that  the  proportion  on 
previonB  panels  of  Protestants  to  Oatholics 
is  larger,  could  any  man  have  questioned 
that  that  panel  was  unindifTerontly  ar- 
rayed ?  Now,  what  is  the  evidence  before 
you?  Are  you  satisfied  on  your  con- 
sciences that  eighteen  men  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  persuasion,  supposing  this  panel 
were  unindifferently  arrayed,  would  fairly 
represent  the  proportion  of  Boman  Catho- 
lics that  ouffbt  to  be  upon  it  P  If  you  are 
not  satisfied  of  that,  then  on  the  question 
of  whether  it  happened  by  accident  or  by 
design,  I  call  upon  you  to  say  that  the 
panel  has  not  been  impartially  arrayed. 
Could  it  happen  by  accident  P  You  have 
had  the  panel  of  1846,  of  the  South  Biding, 
before  you;  that  had  194  names  upon 
it,  and  it  was  proved  that  upwards  of  50 
of  those  were  Boman  Catholics.  You  had 
another  panel  before  you  which  had  192 
names  upon  it,  of  which  51  were  Boman 
Catholics.  Can  you,  upon  these  facts,  say 
that  this  happened  by  accident  P  Bemem- 
ber  the  difficulties  we  wore  under.  It 
was  not  in  our  power  to  have  this  panel 
till  after  the  prisoner  had  been  arraigned 
and  had  pleaded.  Have  we,  under  these 
circumstances,  done  as  mach  as  it  could 
be  reasonably  expected  that  we  c.ould  do 
to  sustain  the  averment  in  our  challenge  P 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  Gentlemen  triers, 
the  question  upon  which  the  Crown  and 
the  prisoner  are  at  issue  is  this — ^whether 
the  array  of  this  panel  was  well,  equally, 
and  impartially  made  and  arrayed  from 
the  jurors*  book  for  the  current  year  by 
the  said  Sherifi*  and  his  officers,  according 
to  the  duties  of  his  office ;  and  the  prisoner 
alleges  that  it  was  not  well  and  impartially 
made  according  to  the  duty  of  the  Sheriff 
and  his  officers.  The  Jurors  Act  provides 
3  &  4  WUl.  4,  c,  91.  s.  11.— 

"  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  any  sheriff,  or  other  returning 
officer,  in  making  returns  to  any  writ  of  venire 
or  precept,  from  exercising  his  discretion  in 
framing  the  panel  annexed  to  such  returns  in 
such  manner  as  he  is  now  by  law  directed  to 
do,  save  only  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  insertion  in 
such  panel  of  any  names  not  contained  in  the 
jurors'  book." 

The  Sherifi*  is  invested  as  a  public  re- 
sponsible officer  with  the  duty  of  return- 
ing a  panel  consisting  of  such  names,  and 
in  such  order,  as  ho  conscientiously  be- 
lieves will  further  and  advance  the  pur- 
poses of  justice.(a)  Now,  if  the  Sheriff  has 
not  well  and  impartially  returned  this 
panel,  I  tell  you  the  charge  is  corruption ; 
and  although  there  has  been  an  attempt 
made  to  say  that  the   High  Sheriff  is 


(a)  The  Jurors  Act  (Ireland)  1871,  84  &  85 
Vict.  c.  65.  B.  19.  now  requires  the  sheriff  in 
framing  the  panel  to  take  the  names  from  the 
Jurors'  Book  in  alphabetical  order. 


exempted  from  all  blame  in  the  transac- 
tion, and  therefore  you  are  not  to  impute 
corruption  to  him,  still  I  am  bound  to  tell 
you,  from  the  evidence,  that  the  panel  is, 
not  only  the  official  act,  but  the  very  act, 
of  the  Sheriff  himself.  He  has  told  us,  and 
nobody  can  doubt  the  truth  of  it,  that  in 
framing  that  panel,  and  in  the  adoption  of 
it  from  his  own  officer,  prepared  as  it  was 
in  the  usual  course  of  business,  he  was  not 
actuated  by  an  improper  motive— that  he 
left  no  man  off  on  account  of  his  religion, 
and  he  put  no  man  on  the  list  upon  that 
account.  But  if  you  are  to  go  back  and  in- 
quire whether  there  was  any  corruption  in 
the  Sub-Sheriff,  he  has  been  cross-examined 
at  great  length.  I  have  heard  his  evidence, 
and,  for  my  part,  I  am  not  able  to  put  my 
finger  upon  a  single  part  or  tittle  of  that 
evidence  from  wmch  I  should  think  any 
body  of  men,  whether  two  or  twelve, 
would  be  justified  in  inferring  oorrnption. 
He  tells  you  that  this  panel  is  taken  from 
the  whole  coxmty,  from  the  jarors  of  both 
divisions.  To  blend  both  panels  together 
woilld  extend  it  to  a  most  unreasonable 
length ;  when  there  is  to  be  one  panel 
for  the  county  not  of  exceeding  length, 
it  necessarily  and  unavoidably  happens 
that  a  fewer  number  is  selected  from 
each  division,  and  a  panel  containing 
only  the  ordinary  number  summoned 
from  either  is  that  returned ;  and  of  necea- 
sity  a  vast  number,  who  usually  attend 
from  one  riding  and  from  the  other,  must 
be  omitted  from  the  panel  of  a  special 
commission,  when  on  the  panel  upon  ordi- 
nary occasions  their  names  would  be  found 
inserted.  When  the  charge  is  made  that 
a  proportion  of  jurors  of  a  certain  religion 
is  greater  upon  this  occasion  than  upon 
others,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  in  the 

?anel  of  the  special  commission  of  1848, 
anuary  last,  there  were  334  names — a 
number  considerably  exceeding  that  of 
the  present  number  returned — and  the 
number  of  Oatholics  upon  iJiat  was,  I 
think,  about  thirty-four;  accordingly,  if 
you  are  to  look  to  that — and,  in  my 
judgment,  you  oaght  to  look  to  no  such 
thing — there  is  really  and  truly,  with 
respect  to  proportions,  no  substantial 
difference  between  the  panel  of  the  pre- 
sent and  the  panel  of  the  former  special 
commission.  Kow,  what  is  the  evidence 
on  which  you  are  called  on  to  disbelieve 
Mr.  Going  and  Mr.  Fermef other  ?  I  must 
here  say  that  as  to  a  vast  deal  of  the  evi- 
dence that  we  have  heard  here  to-day,  we 
were  influenced  in  its  reception  by  an 
undertaking,  at  least  so  understood,  that 
evidence  of  that  kind  would  be  produced. 
Whiteside:  My  lord,  I  must  correct 
your  lordship. 

Blackburns,  L.O.J. :   I  tell  you,  Mr. 
WhUeeide,  I  distinctly  understood  that  you 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


41] 


The  Queen  against  Smith  O'Brien,  1848. 


[42 


would  connect  the  formation  of  the  panel - 
in  Rome  way  or  other  with  the  Sheriif. 

Whiteside:  Certainly,  as  his  act,  my 
lord. 

BLACKBiraNB,  L  G.J. :  I  now  distinctly 
recollect  that  yon  imputed  to  the  Sheriff 
the  formation  of  that  panel,  to  serve  the 
purposes  of  the  AUomey-Generaly  and  ex- 
empt him  from  the  necessity  of  using  his 
privilege  in  setting  jurors  aside.  I  heard 
that  charge  most  distinctly  made;  it 
was  a  charge  that  I  heard  with  deep 
pain,  although  it  was  my  duty  to  listen 
u>  it ;  and  I  waited,  expecting  some 
evidence  to  justify  counsel  in  making 
it.  There  is  not  the  slightest  ground  for 
saying  that  the  Grown  or  the  Aitomey- 
General  were  in  communication  with 
the  Sheriff  or  the  Sub-Sheriff;  and 
that  imputation  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Sheriff  is  totally  destitute  of  a  colour  of 
proof. 

But  it  is  said,  assuming  that  there  is  a 
smaller  proportion  of  Koman  Catholics  on 
this  panel  than  there  has  been  usually  on 
other  panels,  you  are  to  assume  fi*om  that 
that  there  has  been  corruption  on  the 
part  of  the  Sheriff.    Now,  view  the  evi- 
dence of  the  witnesses  who  have  been 
examined — who  have  spoken  of  their  own 
omission  frOm  this  panel,  and  the  omission  I 
of  others,  and  I  venture  to  assert  that  yon  ' 
will  not  be  able  to  assure  yourselves  that  i 
any  man  has  been  left  off  on  account  of  his  I 
reugion.    Many  of  these  persons  were  left  { 
off  at  their  own  instance.    Some  were  left 
off  as  town  councillors,  others  were  jurors 
at  sessions.    Bet,  having  now  adyerted  to 
the  evidence,  which  is  to  me  anything  but 
satisfactory— indeed,  I  should  say,  to  my 
mind  it  conveys  not  the  slightest  impres- 
sion justifying  the  charges  brought  for- 
ward to  sustain  the  allegation  of  coirup- 
tion. — I  protest  against  the  doctrine,  that,  ; 
because  a  man  says  he  is  of  this  or  that 
particular  religion,  his  religion  is  to  be  | 
made  the  test  by  which  you  are  to  try  the 
official  propriety  of  any  public  officer.    I 
protest  against  it.    I  tell  you  again  that 
the  charge  is  corruption,  and  whether  that 
corruption  is  visited  on  the  Sheriff  who 
adopted  the  panel  or  the  Sub- Sheriff  who 
originally  prepared  it  and  submitted  it  to 
the  High  Sheriff,  corruption  is  the  essence 
of  this  charge,  and  is  not  to  be  found 
unless  jOTk  conscientiously  believe  that 
the  evidence  clearly  and   incontestably 
establishes  it. 

Whiteside:  I  did  not,  according  to  my 
recollection,  make  any  statement  of  bring- 
ing home  corruption  to  my  friend  the 
Attorney' General,  What  I  meant  to  have 
said  was  that,  so  far  from  that,  with  a 
view  of  saving  the  Attomey-Oeneral, 
from  the  necessity  of  doinff  any  one  act 
that  might  be  disagreeable  to  his  own 


feelings,  men  were  left  off  that  panel  who 
ought  to  have  been  on  it.  I  did  not  say, 
or  mean  to  say,  that  the  Attorney -General 
had  any  communication  with  the  Sheriff. 

DoHBRTT,  G.J. :  I  think  that  is  what  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  stated.  That  would  be 
an  act  of  Uie  greatest  corruption. 

Whiteside :  I  did  not  sajr  that,  my  lord. 
I  simply  stated,  according  to  my  in- 
structions, that  there  were  but  twenty 
Roman  Catholics  upon  the  panel.  I  could 
not  help  bringing  that  forward,  and  would 
bring  it  forward  again. 

The  triers  consulted. 

Hon.  Cornelius  O'CdUaghan:  We  find, 
my  lord,  against  the  challenge  in  both 
cases. 

The  Court  adjourned. 

Friday,  September  29,  1848. 

The  panel  was  called  over  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Crown,  on  fines  of  102. ;  and  about 
two  hundred  jurors  answered. 

Whiteside :  My  lords,  a  great  number  of 
jurors  answered  yesterday  who  do  not 
appear  to-day,  and  I  must  apply  to  your 
lordships  that  the  panel  be  called  again 
on  a  higher  fine. 

The  panel  was  then  called  over  again 
on  fines  of  lOl.,  and  six  more  jurors 
appeared. 

APFLICiTION    FOB   THE   JURT    TO   BB   CHOSEN 

BY  Ballot. 

Whiteside  applied  that  the  jury  should 
be  drawn  by  ballot,  as  was  done  in  Frost*s 
case  by  consent. (a)  The  panel  there  waa 
alphabetically  arranged,  and  the  consent 
of  the  Crown  was  given. 

Blackburne,  L. J.C.  :  Mr.  Attorney,  what 
do  you  say  to  this  P 

Attorney' General :  T  conceive,  my  lord, 
that  my  yielding  or  consenting  to  an  ap- 
plication of  this  kind  would  be  only  on 
the  ground  that  the  Sheriff  had  not  dis- 
charged his  duty  fairly  and  impartially, 
or  that  he  arrayed  this  panel  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  prisoner.  That  has  been 
made  the  subject-matter  of  investigation, 
and  the  decision  has  been  in  favour  of  the 
Crown.  1  will  not  consent  to  a  departure 
from  what  has  been  the  settled  practice  of 
the  courts  in  both  countries.  I  do  not 
think  I  should  be  discharging  my  dnty  as 
a  public  officer  by  yieldmg  to  an  appli- 
cation  of  this  description. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  We  cannot,  with- 
out the  Attorney 'GeneraVs  consent,  make 
such  an  order.  ( To  the  Clerk  of  tlie  Grown.) 
— Call  the  panel. 

'      Clerk   of  the    Crown:    William  Smith 

(  O'Brien,  look  to  your  challenges.    You 

'  may  challenge  twenty  peremptorily,  and 

as  many  more  as  you  can  show  cause  for ; 

(a)  4  St.  Tr.,  N.S.  85. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


43] 


The  Queen  against  Smith  O'Brien,  1848. 


[44 


if  any  you  do  cballenge,  yon  must  chal- 
lenge them  as  they  come  to  the  book,(a) 
and  before  they  are  sworn. 

The  prisoner's  attorney  challenged 
twenty  names  peremptorily,  and  the 
Attorney' General  directed  five  jurors  to 
stand  by,  one  on  account  of  an  alleged 
difference  with  the  prisoner,  another  on 
account  of  relationship,  and  three  others, 
who'  had  been  concerned  in  getting  up  the 
case. 

The  prisoner  having  challenged  twenty 
jurors,  Whiteside  claimed  to  be  entitled  to 
thirty-five  peremptory  challenges.  That 
was  the  number  given  by  the  common  law 
of  England  (2  Hale,  P.O.,  267 ;  Foat,  Or.  L., 
237) .  This  right  is  not  taken  away  in  high 
treason  by  the  Irish  statute,  9  Oeo.  4.  c.  54. 
8.  9,  which  does  not  refer  to  high  treason 
at  all.  It  provides  that — 
<<  no  person  arraigned  for  treason,  or  murdery 
or  for  other  felony,  phall  be  admitted  to  any 
peremptory  challenge  above  the  number  of 
twenty  ;  and  if  any  penon  so  arraigned  for 
treason,  or  murder,  or  for  other  felony,  shall 
peremptorily  challenge  more  than  twenty,  such 
excessive  challenge  shall  be  rejected." 

But  treason  here  means  petit  treason; 
petit  treason  is  a  description  of  felony. 
Petit  treason  was  then  liable  to  be  tried 
in  the  same  way  as  high  treason  (1  Hawh., 
P.O.,  o.  14.  s.  11  n;  Foat.,  Cr.  L.  327).  The 
distinction  between  petit  treason  and 
felony  was  not  abolished  until  10  Oeo.  4., 
and  the  words  in  this  "  for  treason,  or 
murder,  or  for  other  felony,"  show  that 
this  section,  like  the  preamble  and  the 
rest  of  the  Act,  is  conversant  only  with 
felony — petit  treason  being  only  aggra- 
vated murder. 

The  object  of  tho  section  was  to  put 
petit  treason,  which  is  only  aggravated 
murder,  on  the  same  footmg  as  other 
felonies  by  taking  away  the  right  to 
challenge  thirty-five. 

Attorney- General :  I  respectfully  submit 
to  the  Court,  that  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  question  to  be  argued.  The 
words  "petit  treason"  and  **high  trea- 
son "  do  not  occur  in  the  Act ;  but  I  am 
not  aware,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  it  sug- 
gested, that  the  word  "treason  "  did  not 
comprise  within  it  both  high  and  petit 
treason. 
Fitzgerald :  The  words  are — 
"  That  no  person  arraigned    for  treason,  or 

murder,  or  for  other  felony '* 

Is  it  possible  to  contend  that  the  meaning 
of  that  clause  would  be  precisely  the  same 
as  if  it  had  been  *  *  for  treason ,  or  murder,  or 
felony  P  "  The  words  "  for  other  "  are  care- 
fully interposed  after  "  treason  or  murder,"  | 
so  as  to  make  the  word  "felonv"  have 
application  to  the  other  crimes  of  treason 


(a)  See  below,  p.  469, 


and  murder.  Then  your  lordships  have  it 
that  there  was  a  treason  which  was  a 
felony  before  the  statute-  By  6  Oeo.  4. 
0.  25.  in  England  the  crime  of  petit  trea- 
son has  been  reduced  to  the  crime  of 
murder ;  and  in  the  corresponding  Act  in 
Enelfljid,  which  reduces  the  prisoner's 
right  to  peremptory  challenges  to  twenty 
(6  Oeo.  4.  c.  60.  s.  29),  the  word  **  treason  ^* 
is  loft  out. 

Blackbubnb,  L.  J.O.  ;  We  are  of  opinion 
that  the  word  *'  treason"  comprises  both 
high  treason  and  petit  treason ;  and  it  is 
impossible  by  any  sort  of  construction  to 
cut  down  the  word  "  treason  "  to  any  one 
of  those  cases  you  haye  put. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  rejection  of  that 
challenge  should  appear  on.  the  record,  as 
in  Gray  v.  Beg.{a) 

The  following  were  sworn  on  the 
jury  :— 

Kioliard  Martin  Southcote  Manseigh, 

Foreman. 
Edward  Crosbie  Moore. 
Richard  Gason. 
John  Going. 
John  Lloyd. 
Samuel  Perry. 
John  Russell. 
Edward  Feonefather. 
Thomas  Sadlier. 
John  Tuthill. 
Southcote  Mansergh,  and 
Charles  Going. 

The  prisoner  having  been  given  in 
charge  to  the  jury — 

FUzgerald  applied  that  the  witnesses 
should  leave  the  court,  and  that  no  com- 
munication should  be  sufi'ered  to  take  place 
between  them. 

The  Attorney-General  assented,  but  re* 
quested  that  Mr.  Hodaes,  the  reporter,  and 
General  Macdonald  should  bo  allowed  to 
remain. 

Prisoner:  My  lordsj  I  should  be  very 
glad  that  General  Macdonald,  or  any  other 
gentleman  of  his  high  station,  should  re- 
main in  court;  but  I  do  object  to  Mr. 
Hodgee  remaining  here.  Mr.  Hodgea  at- 
tended all  our  meetings,  represented  him- 
self to  be  simply  a  reporter,  and  present 
to  take  notes,  so  as  only  to  prove  that 
certain  words  were  uttered ;  he  has  now 
come  forward  and  sworn  that  those  words 
so  uttered  are  seditious  and  treasonable. 
I  apprehend,  therefore,  that  his  character 
is  totally  different  from  that  of  an  ordi- 
nary reporter— a  man  who  is  prepared  to 
take  that  course,  in  order  to  gratify  the 
Crown,  I  cannot  conceive  to  be  merely  a 
reporter. 

Attorney' Genei'al:  I  propose  to  examine 
Mr.  Hodgea,  my  lord,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proving  some  speeches  at  certain 


(a)  6  St.  Tr.,  N.S.  U7. 
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meetings,  and  ha  will  be  the  first  witness 
on  the  pa^  of  the  Crown.  We  are  anzions 
to  have  an  acoorate  report  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, and  he  is  the  short-hand  writer 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  ns  a 
report  of  •the  proceeding.  That  is  my 
omy  reason  for  wishing  him  to  remain. 

irhUetide:  Wo  are  asking  for  an  ordi- 
nary, common,  and  nniversal  rnle,  which 
has  been  rigidly  acted  npon  in  all  these 
cases.  If  the  Oonrt  makes  an  order  for 
the  exclnsion  of  witnesses,  it  mnst  be  at- 
tended with  the  nsnal  consequences,  that 
those  persons  who  break  through  that 
order  and  remain  in  court,  cannot  after- 
wards be  examined  as  witnesses. 

BLA.CKBnBNB,  L.C.J. :  There  is  no  stem 
role  of  the  kind.  They  are  all  subject  to 
be  modified  by  reasonable  construction. 
With  the  exception  of  those  three  gentle- 
men who  have  been  inentioned,  the  Court 
direct  that  all  witnesses  on  both  sides 
leare  the  court.  With  respect  to  Mr. 
Hodges,  I  understand  that  he  attends  here 
professionally  to  report  these  trials ;  his 
exclusion,  therefore,  would  fhistrate  one 
of  the  main  objects  of  his  attendance  here. 
The  others,  I  understand,  are  General 
Maedondld  and  Mr.  0*Eara. 

Attomey-Oeneral :  There  are  also,  my 
lord,  Major  Brotonrigg,  young  Mr.  Hodges, 
and  Mr.  M'DermoU,  who  are  subpcenaed 
here. 

Priioner:  As  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  certainly  do  not  consent  to  Mr. 
Hodges  remaining  in  court.  He  has  de- 
parted from  his  character  of  a  reporter ; 
and,  considering  the  accommodation  we 
have  afforded  him  on  every  occasion  upon 
which  a  meeting  has  been  held,  for  the 
purpose  of  reporting  the  proceedings — in 
fact,  treating  him  as  a  guest,  rather  than 
what  he  has  turned  out  to  be,  a  spy — I 
conceive  that  he  is  not  in  such  a  position 
that  he  ought  to  be  allowed  to  remain. 

Blaocbushe,  L.C.J. :  I  can  see  no  ob- 
jection to  Mr.  Hodges  remaining  in  court. 
His  attendance  cannot  be  followed  by  any 
evil  consequence  to  you. 

Prisoner:  Then  I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood tiiat  I  am  overruled  by  the  Court, 
and  that  I  do  not  acquiesce  m  it. 

Mr.  Hodges .-  As  Mr«  0*Brien  objects  so 
strongly  to  my  remaining,  I  will  retire. 
If  my  son  and  Mr.  M*DermoU  are  allowed 
to  remain,  they  can  report  the  proceed- 
ings until  after  my  examination. 

Lynch  opened  the  indictment. 

Opehing  Speecs  fob  the  Cbowk. 

AUomey-Oeneral :  Gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  it  is  now  my  duty  to  state  to  you 
the  facts  of  this  case,  and  the  evidence  I 
mean  to  Ining  forward,  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown,  in   support  of  the  very  serious 


I  charge  which  I  have  considered  it  my 

duty  to  submit  to  a  jury  of  this  county 

I  against  the  prisoner,  Mr.  William  Smith 

\  O'Brien.    He  is  charged  with  an  offence, 

the  highest  and  greatest  in  contemplation 

of  law  that  a  subject  can  be  guilty  of — 

the  offence  of  hiffh  treason.    Fortunately 

I  for  us,  trials  for  nigh  treason  are  of  very 

I  unfi*equent  occurrence,  and,  therefore,  it 

j  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  state  to  you 

the  law  of  the  case,  in  order  that  you  may 

satisfactorily    know    the    nature    of   the 

charge  which  yon  are  trying. 

Gentlemen,  in  very  early  times — so 
early  as  the  reiga  of  Edward  3., — an 
Act  of  Parliament  {a)  was  passed,  defining 
what  was  to  be  considered  as  treason. 
That  statute  was  passed  in  the  year  1350 ; 
and  in  so  far  as  the  present  precise  charge 
against  Mr.  0*Brten  is  concerned,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  me  to  refer  you  to  only 
a  small  part  of  that  statute.  It  is  in 
these  words — 

"  Whereas  divers  opinions  have  been  before 
this  time  in  what  case  treason  shall  be  laid,  and 
in  what  not,  the  King,  at  the  request  of  the 
Lords  and  of  the  Commons,  hath  made  a  declar- 
ation in  the  manner  as  hereafter  foUoweth,  that 
is  to  tay :  — When  a  man  doth  compass  or  imagine 
the  death  of  our  Lord  the  King* ....  or  if  a 
man  do  levy  war  against  our  Lord  the  King  in 
his  realm,  or  be  adherent  to  the  King's  enemies 
in  his  realm,  giving  to  them  aid  and  comfort  in 
the  realm  or  elsewhere,  and  thereof  be  provably 
attainted  of  open  deed  by  the  people  of  their 
condition,  he  shall  be  declared  to  be  guilty  of 
treason." 

The  first  five  counts  charge  a  levying 
of  war  a^inst  the  Queen.  A  long  ti*ain 
of  judicial  decisions  has  settled  what 
constitutes  the  offence. 

It  is  now  clearlv  established,  as  was 
laid  down  by  Judge  Foster,  and  very 
recently  by  Lord  Tenterden  on  the  trial  of 
Thistlewodd,  that  the  pomp  and  circum- 
stance of  military  array,  such  as  usually 
attend  on  regular  warfare,  are  by  no 
means  necessary  to  constitute  the  actual 
levying  of  war  on  the  State.  Lord  Teti- 
ierden  says  (ft) — 

**  Insurrections  and  risings  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  by  force  and  numbers — ^however  ill 
arranged,  armed,  or  organised — any  innovation 
of  a  public  nature,  or  redress  of  supposed 
grievances  in  which  the  parties  had  no  special 
or  particular  interest  or  concern,  have  been 
deemed  instances  of  the  actual  levying  of 
war.  •  .  .  Bebellion,  at  its  first  commence- 
ment, is  rarely  found  in  military  discipline  or 
array,  although  a  little  success  may  soon  enable 
it  to  assume  them-" 
Then  Mr.  Justice  Foster  says — 
«  An  assembly  armed  and  arrayed  in  a  war- 
like manner  for  any  treasonable  purpose,  is 


(a)  25  Edw.  3.  st.  JT. 
(fi)  88  8t^Tr.  681. 
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helium  levatum,  though  not  bellum  percussum, 
LiBting  and  inarching  are  Buffioient  overt  acts 
without  coming  to  a  hattle  or  action.  So 
cruising  on  the  king's  subjects  under  a  French 
commission,  France  being  then  at  war  with  us, 
was  holden  to  be  adhering  to  the  king's 
enemies,  though  no  other  act  of  hostility  was 
Uiid  or  proved."(a) 

But  two  things  are  to  be  established 
first,  that  there  was  an  insurrection 
and  rising  in  arms;  and,  secondly,  that 
that  rising  in  arms  was  for  a  pnblic  par- 
pose.  If  we  establish  these  two  points  by 
evidence,  we  have  what  constitutes  a 
levying  of  war. 

With  respect,  gentlemen,  to  the  other 
charge  contained  in  the  last  count  in  this 
indictment,  namely,  that  of  compassing 
the  death  of  the  Queen,  it  has  been  esta- 
blished from  the  earliest  times,  that  to 
support  such  a  charge  it  is  not  necessary 
to  proye  that  the  party  contemplated 
actual  violence  to  the  person  of  the  Sove- 
reign. It  is  fnll^  established  that  a 
levying  of  war  agamst  the  Queen  of  itself 
is  an  overt  act  to  support  the  change  of 
compassing  her  death;  that  taking 
measures  for  invading  the  country, 
taking  measures  for  the  deposition  of  the 
Qoeen,  for  the  imprisonment  of  the 
Queen,  or  for  restraining  her  person, 
through  the  means  of  open  insurrection 
or  rebellion,  of  themselves  amount  to 
overt  acts  of  compassing  her  death-  And 
therefore  it  is  that  that  latter  count  is 
introduced  into  the  present  indictment, 
and  it  is  upon  the  overt  acts  of  levying 
war  and  raising  an  insurrection  and  rebel- 
lion, that  we  rely  in  support  of  our  charge 
of  compassing  the  death  of  the  Sovereign. 
The  great  probability  is,  that,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Court,  the  only  matter 
that  you  will  have  to  try  will  be,  whether, 
in  point  of  fact,  Mr.  Smith  O^Brien  and 
those  engaged  with  him  in  these  ti*an8- 
actions,  hive  been  guilty  of  levying  war, 
and  have  committed  overt  acts  of  that 
description  of  treason ;  and  I  take  the 
liberty  of  anticipating,  that  in  their 
direction,  their  lordships  will  inform  you, 
that  if  you  come  to  that  conclusion,  we 
have,  in  point  of  law,  sustained  both  por- 
tions of  tne  charge. 

The  actual  outrage  and  rebellion  of 
which  we  mean  to  give  you  evidence  did 
not  occupy  a  very  considerable  period  of 
time — scarcely  more  than  a  week — the 
last  week  in  the  month  of  July.  But  in 
order  to  understand  the  object  of  these 
proceedings,  and  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  had  recourse  to  by  Mr. 
Smith  O'Brien,  it  will  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  I  should  commence  at  a  much 
earlier  period,  and  trace  what  I  believe 


(a)  Fost.Cr.  L.218. 


that  gentleman  must  himself  have  really 
anticipated  as  the  necessary  result  of  his 
conduct  from  a  much  earlier  period. 

Gentlemen,  it  will  appear,  that  so  long 
ago  as  the  month  of  January,  1847,  an 
association  was  formed  in  the  city  of 
Dublin 

Whiteside:  1  beg  your  pardon,  Mr. 
AUomey.  In  the  language  of  Mr.  Justice 
Foster,  the  prisoner  has  not  come  here  to 
answer  the  history  of  his  life.  The  overt 
acts  are  all  specined  in  the  counts  of  the 
indictment.  There  is  no-  intimation  in 
the  indictment  of  falling  back  upon 
seditiousi  speeches ;  and,  as  is  stated  in 
this  book,  the  object  of  having  every 
overt  act  specified  is  to  prevent  the  pri- 
soner being  called  on  to  answer  the  his- 
tory of  his  life.  I  submit  my  learned 
friend  on  this  indictment  is  not  at  liberty 
to  give  in  evidence  any  of  those  speeches. 

Attorney"  General :  My  lords,  I  will  state 
nothing  that  I  do  not  intend  ofiering, 
successfully  as  I  believe,  in  evidence.  It 
is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  that  if  a 
man  is  charged  with  a  particular  offence, 
the  previous  arrangements  for  the  com- 
mission of  that  very  offence  are  not  to  be 
received  in  evidence.  Under  the  counts 
for  levying  war,  it  is  perfectly  plain  that 
I  can  give  in  evidence  the  previous 
arrangements,  consultations,  and  plans  of 
those  parties  which  resulted  in  that  levy- 
ing of  war ;  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not  be 
prevented  from  stating  the  case  in  the  way 
which  I  originally  intended. 

I  stated,  gentlemen,  that  so  long  ago  as 
the  early  period  of  the  year  1847  an  asso- 
ciation was  formed  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
called  "  The  Irish  Confederation,'-  consist- 
ing of  a  great  number  of  members,  includ- 
ing Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  Mr.  Meagher,  Mr. 
0'Gorm4in,  Mr.  Doheny,  and  several  others 
whom,  by  the  evidence,  I  mean  to  connect, 
as  having,  at  a  period  considerably  ante- 
cedent to  this  recent  outbreak,  entered 
into  an  arrangement  amongst  them- 
selves for  an  insurrection.  I  do  not 
mean  that  in  point  of  fact  any  plan 
was  actually  formed,  so  long  ago  as 
the  month  of  January,  1847 ;  but  that  the 
members  of  that  association  so  early,  at 
all  events,  as  the  month  of  February  or 
March  of  the  present  year,  did  enter  into 
a  definite  arrangement  and  plan,  the 
object  of  which  was,  by  means  of  force 
and  violence,  to  effect  a  separation  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  ana  to  establish 
Ireland  as  an  independent  kingdom. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  a  matter  of  history,  of 
which  we  are  all  aware,  that  the  French 
revolution  took  place  in  the  month  of 
February  of  the  present  year.  The  sue-' 
cess  that  attended  that  revolution  held 
out  hopes  and  encouragement  to  those 
who,  for  any  object,  whether  to  advance 
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themselves  to  a  particalar  position,  or 
from  any  mistaken  notion  of  advantage 
which  might  he  derived  hy  this  country, 
entertained  similar  revolutionary  prin^ 
oiples  in  regard  to  this  country.  Accord- 
ingly, it  will  appear  that  shortly  after 
the  occurrence  of  that  revolution  became 
known  in  this  country,  meetings  were 
held  for  the  purpose  of  voting  an  address 
of  congratulation  to  the  members  of  the 
Provisional  Gtovemment,  which  was  at  that 
time  established  in  the  kingdom  of  France. 
It  will  appear  that  on  that  occasion  Mr. 
8fniih  0*Brien  took  a  very  active  part  in 
the  proceedings ;  it  was  he  who  actually 
moved  an  address  to  the  French  nation. 
The  speech  in  which  he  moved  that 
address  was  one  of  considerable  length ; 
but  there  are  several  portions  of  that 
speech  which,  in  my  humble  judgment, 
it  is  impossible  to  read  without  coming  to 
the  conclusion  that  Mr.  O^Brien  had  settled 
in  his  mind  the  idea,  that  the  time  was 
shortly  to  arrive  at  which  it  would  be 
necessary — according  to  his  view  of  the 
state  of  public  affairs — for  the  Irish 
people,  of  whom  he  fancied  himself  the 
representative,  to  have  recourse  to  arms, 
and  to  sever  by  arms  the  union  between 
6-reat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  establish 
Ireland  into  a  separate  and  independent 
kingdom.  Mr.  U'Brien  stated,  that  al- 
though upon  a  previous  occasion  he  had 
objected  to  the  people  having  recourse 
to  arms,  upon  that  occasion  he  thought 
the  nature  of  things  was  changed — and 
that  it  would  be  advisable  the  people 
should  furnish  themselves  with  arms ;  that, 
young  men  of  ability  should  apply  them- 
selves to  engineering,  and  to  matters  of 
that  description,  in  order  to  be  enabled  to 
cut  off  supplies  from  the  enemy's  forag- 
ing parties,  and  to  take  them  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  own  army.  At  the  same 
meeting  another  member  of  the  same  Con- 
federation, and  a  party  to  that  conspiracy, 
Mr.  Meagher i  made  a  speech  of  a  somewhat 
similar  import  A  portion  of  that  speech 
was  to  the  effect,  that  he  should  advise  a 
deputation  to  wait  upon  the  Queen ;  that, 
if  they  were  refused  admission  to  her,  they 
should  bundle  up  their  court  dresses,  and 
swear  that  the  next  time  they  would  apply 
for  admission  it  would  beas  theaccreaited 
ambassadors  of  an  Irish  republic ;  or,  if 
their  requests  were  refused,  that  they 
should  up  with  the  barricades,  and  have 
recourse  to  the  God  of  battles.  I  mention 
these  matters  as  assisting  you  to  a  con- 
clusion, as  to  the  object  by  which  Mr. 
Bmiih  0*Brien  was  actuated  in  the  out- 
break that  took  place  in  the  month  of 
July,  and  that  you  ma^  have  before  you 
the  previous  determinations  and  resolves 
of  Mr.  SmUh  O'Brien  and  his  confede- 
rates; and  if  the  evidence  has  not  deceived 


me  very  much,  the  several  speeches  de- 
livered by  him  and  the  other  members  of 
this  conspiracy,  as  I  charge  them  to  be, 
will  satisfy  you  that  such  was  his  object. 

Now,  gentlemen,  these  matters  occurred 
so  long  ago  as  the  month  of  March,  and 
it  may  naturally  be  suggested  why  or 
wherefore  these  proceedings  were  not 
sooner  checked  or  stopped.  You  will  see, 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  from  the  month 
of  March,  1848,  up  to  the  final  outbreak 
in  the  month  of  July,  there  was  a  constant 
struggle  by  the  parties  engaged  in  this 
conspiracy  for  the  purpose  of  opposing 
and  evading  the  law,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  being  able  to  effect  their  objects  and 
iheir  purposes  in  defiance  of  the  law,  and 
so  to  act,  as  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  law 
could  not  effectually  reach  them. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  right  that  you  should 
be  aware  exactly,  what  the  state  of  the 
law  was  in  the  month  of  March,  at  the 
time  these  proceedings  took  place.  At 
that  time,  as  now,  if  a  partv  was  guilty 
of  high  treason  and  had  taken  the  field, 
he  forfeited  his  life;  but  then  the  mere 
uttering  of  speeches,  however  seditious, 
or  the  mere  publishing  of  seditious 
speeches  which  did  not  amount  to  an 
overt  act  of  actually  levying  war,  was 
only  a  misdemeanor.  Accordingly,  Mr. 
O'Brien  and  those  persons  engaged  with 
him,  being  aware  of  the  state  of  the  law, 
availed  themselves  of  it ;  and  although 
the  two  speeches  that  I  have  alluded  to 
—the  one  of  Mr.  O'Brien  and  the  other 
of  Mr.  if  eo^^er— were  both  made  the  sub* 
ject  of  a  prosecution,  (a)  they  knew  that 
the  then  state  of  the  law  was  such  that  they 
could  only  be  made  the  subject  of  a  prose- 
cution for  a  misdemeanor;  the  effect  of 
which  was  this,  that  though  proceedings 
were  instituted  against  ^D*.  O'Brien  and 
those  engaged  with  him,  they  were  not 
subject  to  imprisonment  before  trial. 
Accordingly,  the  use  made  by  Mr.  O'Brien 
of  his  liberty  was,  to  become  one  of  the 
bearers  of  an  address  to  the  French 
nation.  The  persons  who  accompanied 
him  as  the  bearers  of  that  address  were 
Mr.  Meagher,  Mr.  0' Gorman,  and  a  per- 
son of  the  name  of  Hollywood.  One  of  tho 
matters  which  will  perhaps  assist  you  will 
be,  whether  this  was  really  a  deputation 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  congratulating 
the  French  people,  or  whether  the  real 
object  was  not  to  make  such  arrangements 
as  would  enable  them,  in  the  event  of  an 
outbreak  in  this  coantry,  to  obtain  assist- 
ance and  sympathy  from  France. 

Several  measures  were  about  this  time 
suggested  by  the  persons  engaged  in  this 
conspiracy  for  the  purpose  of  advancing 
its  objects — at  one  time  they  thought  of 

(a)  See6St,  Tr.  N.S.  571. 
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establishing  a  National  Guard  thronghout 
the  country ;  at  another  they  proposed  the 
establishment  of  clubs  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent,  which  should  be  provided 
with  arms ;  that  these  clubs  should  be 
sectioned,  and  that  there  should  be  an 
o£Scer  over  every  minute  subnlivisiou  of 
them,  so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  at  any  ^ven 
moment  they  shonld  be  prepared  to  nse. 

Another  mode  that  tney  had  recourse 
to  was  this,  that  members  of  the  Confede- 
ration should  establish  newspapers  for 
proclaiming  through  the  country  their 
plans  and  their  arrangements.  At  that 
time  the  publication  of  seditions  news- 
papers was  also  a  misdemeanor  only. 
Upon  the  22nd  April,  1848— just  whUe 
this  very  violent  a^tation  was  going  on, 
which  in  fact  had  risen  to  such  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  in  consequence  I  believe  of  the 
success  of  the  French  Revolution — an  Act 
of  Parliament  (a)  was  passed,  the  effect  of 
which  was,  that  it  rendered  it  a  felony 
either  to  compass  or  imagine  the  depo-  ; 
sition  of  the  Queen,  or  the  making  her  by  < 
force  change  her  measures,  and  expressing  | 
such  intention  or  compassing  either  by 
open  and  advised  speaking,  or  by  publish- 
ing any  printing  or  writing. 

This  will  become  a  material  ingredient 
in  the  consideration  of  this  case;  for, 
about  a  week  or  ten  days  afler  the  passing 
of  this  Act,  a  prosecution  for  felony  was 
instituted  against  one  of  the  members  of 
this  Confederation,  a  Mr.  3ftto^Z;  (b)  and 
he  was  tried  and  convicted  of  felony  for 
having  published  articles  which  satisfied 
a  jury  that  he  really  did  intend  and  devise, 
by  force  and  violence,  either  to  deprive  the 
Queen  of  some  portion  of  her  dominions, 
or  by  forc«  and  violence  to  make  her  alter 
some  of  her  measures.  Mr.  Mitchd  was 
a  member  of  the  Confederation ;  and  one 
of  the  matters  for  which  he  was  thus  pro- 
secuted and  convicted,  was  a  report  in  his 
own  newspaper  of  a  speech  delivered  bv 
himself  at  a  soiree  in  Limerick — ^whicn 
soiree  was  given  to  Mr.  O^Brien,  Mr. 
Meagher,  and  himself,  as  '*  prosecuted 
patriots"  ;  because,  at  that  time,  a  prose- 
cution was  hanging  over  them  in  the 
Court  of  Queen  s  Bench,  for  speaking 
some  of  the  speeches  which,  on  the  part 
of  the  Crown,  were  thought  to  be  seditious. 

It  will  also  appear,  out  of  the  mouth  of 
one  of  Mr.  O'Brien* s  co-conspirators,  that 
immediately  before  the  trial  of  Mr.  MiU 
chel,  when  it  was  supposed  possible  or 
probable  that  Mr.  M%ichd  might  be  ex- 
posed to  transportation,  consultations 
were  held,  and  discussions  took  place,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  wnether  it 

(a)  The  Treason  Felony  Act,  1848, 11  &  12 
Vict.  c.  12. 
(6)  6  St  Tr.  NJ5.  699. 


would  be  possible  at  that  time  to  effect  a 
rising ;  that  is,  whether  they  should  risk 
the  mte  of  their  intended  insurrection 
upon  an  attempt  to  rescue  Mr.  MiUhelt  in 
the  event  of  his  conviction.  It  will  also 
appear  that  there  was  a  very  considerable 
dinerenoe  of  opinion  at  that  time  between 
the  clubs  of  Dublin,  which  had  been 
formed  and  organised  to  a  very  consider- 
able number,  and  some  of  their  leaders, 
upon  that  occasion.  Some  of  the  leaders 
thought  that  under  any  circumstances  Mr. 
Mitchel  should  be  rescued,  even  though 
that  rescue  was  only  to  be  effected  by  an 
enormoDS  loss  of  life ;  and  that  Uiat  rescue 
was  to  be  made  the  commencement  of  the 
rebellion,  or,  according  to  some  of  their 
own  expressions,  that  such  would  have 
been  tha  proper  time  to  erect  the  barri- 
cades. Others  of  the  Confederation,  bow- 
over,  conceived  that  the  month  of  May, 
which  was  the  time  when  that  conviction 
took  place,  was  premature ;  that  the  har- 
vest was  not  then  ripe;  that  there  was 
not  food  enough  in  the  country,  and,  that 
therefore,  the  attempt  to  rescue  Mr. 
Mitchel,  and  the  rebellion  to  be  fonnded 
upon  that  attempt,  would  be  completely 
unsuccessful,  and  should  therefore  be 
deferred  until  after  the  harvest. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  think  it  will  dearly 
appear  that  it  was  determined  that 
this  rebellion  should  be  deferred  until 
the  harvest  was  reaped.  Then  the 
Question  was,  what  was  to  be  done  in 
tne  meantime  F  The  plan  was  this,  clubs 
were  to  be  orgamsed  all  through  the 
country  in  all  the  large  towns,  and,  if 
possible,  in  the  rural  districts.  These 
clubs  were  to  be  armed  and  officered,  and 
were  to  be  ready  at  any  notice,  however 
short,  to  take  the  field.  A  simultaneous 
rising  was  to  take  place,  but  it  was  post- 
poned until  harvest;  and,  in  the  mean- 
time, all  efforts  were  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  materials  for  a  suc- 
cessful rebellion  when  the  appointed  time 
should  arrive. 

A^  circumstance,  however,  occurred  in 
the  interim,  which  was  this :  early  in  the 
month  of  July,  Mr.  Duffy  and  Mr.  MaHin, 
two  members  of  the  Confederation,  were 
arrested  upon  a  charge  similar  to  that  for 
which  Mr.  Mitchd  had  been  transported. 
The  time  when  Mr.  Duffy*s  trial  would 
necessarily  have  taken  place,  had  it  not 
been  postponed,  was  in  the  early  part  of 
the  month  of  August.  The  commission 
was  to  hold  its  sitting,  I  think,  upon  the 
8th  of  August ;  and  uie  evidence  I  think 
will  satisfy  you  that  a  determination  was 
then  come  to  by  Mr.  O'Bnen  and  the 
other  leaders,  that  the  insurrection  for 
which  they  were  not  ready  in  the  month 
of  May,  was  to  occur  in  the  month  of 
August.    Accordingly,  yon  will  find  tbfit 
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the  preparations  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing the  rising,  and  the  exertions  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose,  were  redoubled 
in  July.  You  will  find  that  Mr.  Smiih 
O'Brien  himself  went  to  one  portion 
of  the  country — to  Cork  and  other  places 
in  the  south  of  Ireland— for  the  purpose, 
as  he  himself  stated  in  one  of  the  meetings 
of  the  Confederation  upon  his  return,  of 
seeing  the  state  of  organization  of  his 
men.  He  stated  on  that  occasion,  as  I 
beHeve  was  the  fact  with  regard  to  the 
numbers,  that  he  found  upwards  of  2,000 
men,  who,  he  said,  were  as  well  disci- 
plined and  as  well  arrayed  as  any  men  in 
Her  Majesty's  service.  Other  members 
of  the  Confederation  were  pursuing  the 
same  objects  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
Mr.  Doheny  in  one  part,  Carrick,  I  think ; 
Mr.  JDUlon,  a  member  of  the  bar,  and 
Mr.  0^ Gorman f  a  youn^  gentleman,  with 
Mr.  DilUm  accompanying  him,  through 
Meath  and  that  district.  Therefore,  if  I 
am  not  yery  much  mistaken,  I  think  the 
eyidenoe  will  satisfy  you  that  these  *'  ex- 
peditions," as  they  are  called  in  some  of 
the  letters,  through  the  country,  were 
solely  and  expressly  for  the  purpose  of 
haying  the  arrangement  of  the  clubs  so 
complete,  that  at  any  moment  the  torch 
might  be  lighted,  they  should  be  ready  to 
rise ;  and  tne  object  was,  to  distract  the 
Goyemment  and  those  in  command  of 
Her  M%jesl^'8  troops,  by  having  simul- 
taneous risings  in  as  many  places  as  prac- 
ticable. 

Gentlemen,  matters  went  on  in  this 
way  until  about  the  14th  of  July.  Mr. 
timUh  O'Brien  about  that  date  returned 
from  Cork.  There  was  a  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  the  Confederation  the  evening 
of  that  day,  the  object  of  which  was — 
that  the  members  of  the  different  clubs  in 
the  city  of  Dublin  should  report  upon 
their  organization,  the  state  of  tneir  arms, 
and  the  prex>aration8  they  had  made,  so 
as  to  be  ready  for  an  immediate  outbreak. 
Your  own  experience,  gentlemen,  as 
jurors  in  criminal  cases,  must  satisfy  yon 
that  persons-  having  the  onerous  duties 
ofGk>vemment  imposed  upon  them,  fre- 
quently receive  information  upon  the  ac- 
curacy of  which  they  can  rely,  but  whidi 
is  not  sufficient  to  convict  the  parties  ac- 
cused. You  all  know,  that  however  trust- 
worthy the  evidence  of  a  party  to  a  con- 
spiracy may  be,  that  evidence  alone 
is  not  considered  sufficient  to  satisfy  a  jury 
as  to  the  guilt  of  the  accused.  You 
may,  therefore,  well  understand,  that 
those  having  ^e  responsibility  of  the 
administration  of  this  coun^  upon 
ihesn  may  have  been  aware  of  the  reso- 
lution that  mm  come  to  at  this  meeting 
npon  the  14th  of  July,  although  they  had 
not  at  that  tim^  sufficient  evidence  to  in- 


stitute a  prosecution  for  treason  against 
the  parties  who  were  concerned  in  it. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  now  see  what 
effect  the  acts  of  the  Government  had 
npon  the  proceedings  which  immediately 
afterwards  took  place;  and  I  think  a 
few  details  which  I  shall  now  mention 
will  give  you  a  key  to  the  rising  that 
broke  out  in  the  county  of  Tipperary  on 
Monday  the  24th,  or  Tuesday  the  25th  of 
July.  I  mentioned  to  you  that  there  was 
a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Confedera- 
tion upon  the  14th  of  July ;  that  meeting 
was  attended  by  delegates,  or  representa- 
tives of  the  different  clubs,  who  were  to 
state  the  preparedness  of  their  organiza- 
tion at  the  next  meeting,  which  was  on 
the  following  night,  or  one  of  the  nights 
immediately  after;  and  there  f^e  period 
of  the  rising,  and  the  circumstances  of  it, 
were  fully  discussed.  It  was  then  that 
some  of  the  parties  proposed  a  resolution 
to  have  an  immediate  outbreak,  and  that 
a  day  should  be  fixed  for  the  purpose; 
others  thought  it  would  be  better  to  post- 
pone it  a  little ;  the  fact  of  the  outbreak 
was  a  matter  perfectly  determined  upon, 
but  the  actual  time  for  the  outbreak  was 
still  a  matter  for  further  consideration. 
Immediately  after  that  determination  was 
come  to,  namely,  upon  the  18th  July,  a 
proclamation  was  issued  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  proclaiming  Dublin.  This  is 
a  material  circumstance  to  bear  in  your 
recollection — this  proclamation  extended 
to  Dublin  the  operation  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  (a)  prohibiting  the  carrying 
or  the  possession  of  arms.  The  effect 
of  that  proclamation  would  be  this,  that 
no  parties  could  legally  have  arms  in 
their  houses  without  a  licence  for  the 

Jmrpose;  no  parties  could  carry  arms 
rom  one  club  room  to  another;  if 
they  did,  the  military  and  police  authori- 
ties were  jostifiea  in  seizing  them. 
Accordingly,  it  was  considered"  by  the 
members  of  the  clubs  a  very  material 
circumstance  to  know  what  they  were  to 
do  in  consequence  of  this  proclamation — 
whether  they  were  at  once  to  resist  it, 
and  to  make  the  search  for  arms  the  com- 
mencement of  their  resbtance;  or 
whether,  upon  the  other  hand,  they  were  to 
conceal  their  arms,  but  still  to  be  ready 
to  turn  out  upon  a  moment's  notice. 

I  have  tola  you  already  that  Dublin 
was  proclaimed  on  the  18th  of  July.  It 
is  also  right  to  mention  that  contem- 
poraneously with  that,  a  resolution  was 
come  to  by  the  Government  that  it  was 
now  time  to  suspend  the  operation  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  You  are  pro- 
bably aware  that  the  meaning  of  the 
HaioeaB  Corpus  Act,  when  it  is  in  force,  is 

(a)  11  &  18  Vict.  c.  8. 
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this — if  a  party  be  arrested,  he  has  a 
right  to  have  copies  of  the  informations 
sworn  against  him,  and  to  be  brought 
before  a  jndge,  and  to  be  discharged  on 
bail  unless  there  be  a  substantial  bond 
fide  charge  and  a  trustworthy  witness 
who  chooses  to  come  forward  and  swear 
informations;  and  the  Court  will  either 
bail  him  or  keep  him  in  custody,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  offence  with 
which  he  is  charged,  and  the  nature  of 
the  oridence  that  may  have  been  adduced 
against  him.  The  effect  of  that  is  this, 
that  however  strong,  or  however  cogent, 
private  information  may  be,  unless  the 
Government  has  the  information  from 
persons  who  are  willing  to  come  forward 
as  witnesses,  or  who  are  willing  to  make 
informations,  you  cannot  arrest  any  per- 
son while  the  Maheaa  Corpui  Act  remains 
in  force.  It  was  hoped  that  if  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act  were  suspended,  and  if, 
by  reason  of  its  suspension,  those  who 
were  known  to  be  the  leaders  of  this 
intended  outbreak  were  arrested,  this 
country  would  be  saved  the  loss  of  life 
which  was  likely  to  result  from  an  armed 
insurrection  and  rebellion.  Accordingly, 
it  was  determined  at  that  time,  namely, 
about  the  18th  or  19th  of  Juty,  that  to- 
gether with  proclaiminR  Dublin,  an  ap- 
plication should  be  made  to  Parliament 
for  the  purpose  of  suspending  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act. 

I  told  you,  gentlemen,  that  upon  the 
18th  or  19th  of  July  it  was  finally  deter- 
mined that  the  rising  should  take  place : 
at  that  time  the  Council  of  the  Confedera- 
tion consisted,  I  believe,  of  so  many  as 
twenty  or  twenty-one  persons.  It  was 
considered  that  a  council  of  twenty-one 
was  too  numerous  for  actual  war  pur- 
poses; that  if  an  insurreclion  was  to  take 
place,  the  council  should  be  limited  in 
number.  Accordingly,  you  will  find  that 
on  Friday,  the  21st  of  July,  a  meeting  of 
the  Confederation  was  held,  at  which  de« 
puties  from  the  clubs  attended,  to  elect  a 
war  directory,  which  it  was  arranged  was 
to  consist  of  five  persons.  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien  himself  was  not  to  be  one  of  the 
five ;  he  it  was  supposed  would  take  the 
field.  But  Mr.  Meagher,  Mr.  O*0orm<m, 
Mr.  BUlon,  Mr.  Devin  Beilh/,  and  one  other, 
whose  name  I  forget  at  this  moment,  were 
to  be  the  five.  We  will  produce  as  a 
witness  before  you  upon  the  table  an 
individual  who  was  present  at,  and  took 
part  in,  that  meeting.  We  shall  be  able 
to  produce  to  you,  by  what  I  may  call  an 
extraordinary  circumstance  —  they  were 
providentially  found  in  this  county — the 
Dalloting  papers  that  were  used  upon  that 
occasion,  containing  the  names  of  these 
five  persons  as  the  directory.  The  meet- 
ing consisted  of  some  nine  and  twenty 


or  thirtv  persons.  We  thought  that 
we  should  be  obliged  to  bring  forward 
this  evidence  before  you,  merely  upon 
the  testimony  of  the  man  who  took 
part  in  the  proceedings ;  but  most  provi- 
dentially, we  have  discovered  witn  the 
papers  of  a  Mr.  LcUor,  who  took  an  active 
part  in  these  proceedings,  the  identical 
Dalloting  papers  which  were  used  upon  that 
occasion.  lib  will  be  for  Mr.  0*Brien*s. 
counsel  to  satisfy  you  as  to  what  was  the 
object  with  which  this  change  in  the  con- 
stitution of  this  body  was  to  be  made.  It 
will  be  for  his  counsel  to  satisfy  you  what 
was  the  object  and  j)urpo8e  for  which 
Mr.  O'Brien  went  to  Cfork ;  what  was  the 
object  and  purpose  for  which  he  intended 
to  have  a  review  of  his  "troops,**  as  he 
called  them,  in  the  city  of  Dublin;  what 
was  the  object  and  purpose  at  the  same 
moment  of  Mr.  Boheny  bein^  in  Carrick, 
and  Mr.  Billon,  accompamed  by  Mr. 
O'Chrman,  being  in  Meath. 

Now,  gentlemen,  this  brings  us  to  Fri- 
day night  the  2lBt  of  July.  Though  the 
law  was  strone,  they  knew  that  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act  was  still  the  law  of 
the  land  and  unsuspended.  Mr.  O'Brien 
knew,  and  those  barristers  who  were  mem- 
bers of  that  Association  were  able  to 
advise  him,  that  so  long  as  the  Haheas 
Corpus  Act  was  in  force  he  could  not  be 
arrested  without  information  being  sworn 
against  him.  Accordingly,  in  order  to 
complete  the  organization,  in  order  to 
break  new  ground  in  the  county  Wexford, 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  left  town  on  the 
morning  of  Saturday,  to  go  by  the  day 
coach  to  Enniscorthy.  He  travelled  alone. 
But  it  so  happened  that  on  the  previous 
Friday,  the  21st  of  July,  at  the  very 
moment  that  the  Council  of  the  Con- 
federation were  electing  their  war  direc- 
tory, the  first  minister  of  the  Crown  was 
announcing  in  his  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  on  the  following  day, 
Saturday,  the  22nd,  he  would  introduce  a 
bill  for  suspending  the  Haheas  Corpus  Act. 
This  took  the  war  directory  by  surprise. 
Mr.  O'Brien  had  left  town  on  the  morning 
of  that  very  day,  Saturday ;  and  therefore 
he  was  not  aware  that  the  Haheas  Corvus 
Act  was  about  being  suspended,  nor  diahe 
imagine  that  there  was  enough  of  loyalty 
in  the  British  Parliament,  or  rather  so 
total  an  absence  of  disloyalty,  that  no 
member  of  the  House  could  venture  to 
obstruct  the  passage  of  the  measure ;  and 
accordingly,  which  is  almost  unexampled, 
the  Bill  was  announced  on  Friday,  on 
Saturday  it  parsed  through  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  Monday  it  passed  through 
tho  House  of  Lords,  and  on  Tuesday  it 
was  the  law  of  the  land.(a) 

11  &  12  Vict,  c,  85. 
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Bat,  gentlanen,  the  announcement  of 
the  intention  to  bring  it  in  having  t^en 
place  on  Friday,  the  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived by  telegraphic  express  in  Dublin 
upon  Saturday,  after  Mr.  O'Brien  left 
town.  Of  course  the  GoTernment  were 
aware  of  it ;  but  it  will  appear,  that  the 
proprietor  of  Ths  Frmnan's  Journal  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  by  telegraphic  ex- 
press ;  and  that  he  communicated  it  to  Mr. 
0*Oorman,  one  of  the  war  directory,  and 
the  conclusion  that  Mr.  O'Oorman  arrived 
at  was  this,  "the  object  of  this  is  to 
arrest  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  If  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien  and  the  rest  of  us  are  arrested, 
the  people  will  be  there,  but  there  will  be 
no  leaders,  and  no  means  or  opportunity 
of  effecting  the  revolution."  Accordingly, 
Mr.  O'Oormcm  immediately  sent  off  his 
despatch  to  Mr.  O'Brien — ^whioh  despatch 
we  have  the  means  of  proving;  it  was 
found  either  in  the  trunk  or  on  the  person 
of  Mr.  Sjnith  0'5rie»— announcing  the 
telegraphic  despatch  received  by  the  pro- 
prietor of  The  Freeman's  Journal  f  namely 
that  Lord  John  Bussell  had  brought  in  a 
measure  to  suspend  the  Hc^eaa  Corpus 
Act,  and  that  a  warrant  was  issued  for  the 
arrest  of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien. 

But  that  was  not  all.  Others  of  the 
directory,  I  believe  Mr.  Billon  and  Mr. 
Meagher,  left  town  on  the  evening  of 
Saturday,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the 
intelligence  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  and  with  the 
view  of  taking  the  field  in  conjunction 
with  him,  Mr.  O'Brien  arrived  at  Ennis- 
corthy  on  the  evening  of  Saturday,  having 
travelled  by  the  day  coach.  On  the  even- 
ing of  that  same  day  Mr.  Meagher  and,  I 
believe,  Mr.  Billon  Mt  the  house  of  a 
Mr.  O'Hara,  who  lives  some  five  or  six 
miles  from  Dublin,  on  the  Kingstown 
side,  and  because  perhaps  they  thought  it 
would  not  be  quite  safe  to  take  the  coach 
in  the  city  of  Dublin,  they  took  the  coach 
at  Loughlinstown,  some  seven  or  eight 
miles  from  Dublin,  and  arrived  at  Ennis- 
corthy  the  next  morning,  Sunday,  where 
Mr,  Smith  O'Brien  was. 

Atr.  Smith  O'Brien  vem&ined  that  Satur- 
dsty  in  the  house  of  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Maher,  in  the  neiffhbourhood  of  Ennis- 
corthy,  and  returned  on  the  morning  of 
Sunday  to  Enniscorthy.  Mr.  O'Brien  ad- 
dressed the  people  who  were  assembled 
about  the  car  in  which  he  was  to 
travel,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ennis- 
corthy after  mass.  He  told  the  people 
that  the  time  was  come,  and,  unless  I 
am  very  much  deceived,  the  language 
was  such  as  will  satisfy  you  that  Mr. 
Smith  O'Brien's  object  in  aadressing  that 
meeting  was  to  excite  them  for  an  imme- 
diate outbreak,  and  persuade  them  to  have 
measures  concerted  and  arranged  for  that 
purpose.     Mr.  Meagher  and  Mr.  Dillonl 


also  spoke.  One  of  the  expressions  used 
by  Mr.  DUlon  in  Mr.  O'Brien's  presence 
was,  that  he  understood  the  men  of  Wex- 
ford were  men,  who,  at  all  events,  had 
their  arms  and  their  powder  dry  ;  and 
that  the  time  was  come  when  they  would 
be  called  upon  to  use  them.  This  occurred 
on  Sundav  the  23rd,  and  the  parties  left 
Enniscorthy  on  that  day. 

Gentlemen,  I  forgot  to  mention  that 
almost  immediately  before  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien  left  Dublin,  he  provided  himself 
— it  is  a  matter  which  might  be,  of  course, 
innocently  done — with  the  Oi'dnance  maps 
of  the  counties,  which,  according  to  my 
instructions,  were  intended  to  be  the 
scene  of  his  operations. 

I  have  stated  that  on  Sunday  they  left 
Enniscorthy.  They  proceeded  to  Graigue, 
which  is  distant,  I  believe,  some  twelve 
or  fourteen  miles  from  Enniscorthy,  and 
between  Enniscorthy  and  Kilkenny.  They 
went  on  the  same  evening  from  Graigue 
to  Kilkenny,  the  county  of  Kilkenny  being 
intended  to  be  the  scene  of  a  portion  of  their 
operations.  They  remained  m  Kilkenny  on 
Sunday  night,  and  on  Monday  morning 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  thought  right  to  exa- 
mine the  lie  of  the  surrounding  country, 
and  accordingly  ascended  to  the  top  of 
one  of  the  veiy  high  towers  in  that  town, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  views  of  the 
surrounding  district,  and  observing  the 
direction  of  some  of  the  places  he  in- 
tended visiting  in  campaign.  On  that 
morning  the  Messrs.  0  Brien,  Meagher, 
and  Dulon,  proceeded  from  Kilkenny  to 
the  town  of  Callan,  and  arrived  at  Callan 
about  one  o'clock,  and  addi'essed  large 
crowds  who  were  assembled  there.  They 
apprized  the  people  that  there  was  an  end 
to  all  peaceable  means,  and  that  the  time 
was  come  for  having  recourse  to  open  war. 
In  these  speeches  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  as  also 
in  some  of  his  earlier  speeches,  there 
seemed  to  be  a  supposition  on  his  part 
that  he  would  be  able  to  seduce  either 
the  military  or  the  police,  or  perhaps 
both,  and,  if  possible,  induce  tnem  to 
take  part  with  him;  and,  accordingly, 
some  of  the  advice  he  then  gave  to  the 
people  was,  not  to  consider  as  enemies  the 
constabulaiy  or  military,  as  there  were 
very  honest  men  among  them.  Having 
stayed  some  time  in  Callan,  the  same  party 
proceeded  to  Carrick-on-Suir,  where  they 
arrived  between  six  or  seven  o'clock  on 
the  same  Mondi^,  the  24th  of  July.  The 
course  thoy  pursued  at  Carrick  was  pre- 
cisely a  repetition  of  what  had  occurred  at 
the  town  of  Callan— caUing  the  people  to- 
gether, and  informing  them  that  the  time 
was  come  when  they  should  be  ready, 
and,  in  fact,  announcing  to  them  that 
the  preparations  for  the  insurrection  were 
in  such  a  state,  that  it  would  occur  imme- 
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diately,  and  that  they  were  to  be  ready  to 
arm  and  take  a  part  the  moment  it  took 
place.  Up  to  this  time  Mr.  O'Brien  was 
accompanied  b^  his  friends  DiUon  and 
Meagl^.  I  think  some  of  the  eyidence 
will  show  that  at  a  more  advanced  period 
Mr.  Dillon  was  called  colonel.  If  it  is  the 
Mr.  Dillon  we  suppose  who  was  so  spoken 
of,  he  certainly  never  was  in  the  military 
profession,  or  entitled  to  that  rank,  nnkss 
conferred  upon  him  by  his  associates. 

On  Monday  the  party  arrived,  as  I  men- 
tioned, at  Carrick,  and  somewhere  be- 
tween six  and  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  Taesday,  Mr.  O'Brien  and  his  friends 
passed  through  Eillenaale,  on  their  way 
to  Mallinahone.  We  are  not  able  to  trace 
them  exactly  in  the  interval  between  their 
going  from  Eillenanle  to  Mallinahone,  or 
where  they  slept  on  the  way  to  Mullina- 
hone.  A  circnmstance,  however,  will  be 
given  in  evidence  that  leads  me  to  believe 
that  thev  went  to  the  city  of  Cashel.  Im- 
mediately after  the  arrest  of  Mr.  SmOh 
O'Brien,  which  took  place  on  the  5th  of 
August,  he  stated  that  he  had  left  a  port- 
manteau of  his  which  he  had  had  with 
him  when  travellinff,  and  which  contained 
some  clothes  ana  papers,  with  Mrs. 
Doheny,  at  Cashel ;  and  that  portmanteau 
was,  in  fact,  found  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Cashel,  and  several  of  the  papers  that 
were  found  in  that  portmanteau  will  be 
produced  before  you. 

Gentlemen,  he  arrived  in  Mullinahone 
about  three  or  four  o'clock  on  Tuesday, 
the  25th  July,  and  there  commenced,  at 
that  time  and  on  that  day,  what  I  respect- 
fully submit  to  your  better  judgments 
amounted  to  an  actual  commencement  of 
levying  war ;  and  though  everything  that 
occurred  before,  if  it  had  stopped  there, 
perhaps  would  have  amounted  merely  to  a 
plan,  preparation,  and  arrangement,  yet 
upon  Tuesday  the  25th,  in  the  town  of 
Mullinahone,  commenced  that  levying  of 
war,  to  answer  the  charge  of  which  Mr. 
O'Brien  now  stands  befose  you.  Before 
his  arrival  in  the  town  it  was  known  that 
he  was  to  come  there ;  and  upon  his 
arrival  bells  were  rung,  and  the  people 
assembled  in  arms  from  the  surrounding 
country.  You  will  find  that  speeches  of  a 
most  treasonable  character  were  spoken. 
The  people  were  armed  with  pikes  and 
guns;  and  I  think  it  will  appear  that 
drilling,  and  inspection,  and  matters  of 
that  jiescription  took  place.  If  I  am 
right  in  my  notion  of  the  law — but  of 
course  in  that  you  will  be  guided  by  the 
direction  you  may  receive  from  the  Court 
— even  if  the  matter  had  stopped  there, 
the  assembling  of  the  people  in  arms,  the 
marching  of  those  people  in  military 
array,  the  addressing  of  the  people  that 
crowded   together,  and   the   bodyguard 


that  was  established  about  Mr.  8mi^ 
O'Brien — ^those  acts  of  themselves,  even 
if  the  parties  had  never  gone  a  step 
further,  would  amount  to  an  actual  levying 
of  war. 

Your  lordships  are  aware  that  in  Brands 
reth'8(a)  case  there  was  no  blow  struck. 
There  was  a  gathering  and  an  assemblage. 
There  was  a  marchino;  forward ;  but  &e 
parties  having  heard  that  some  troop? 
were  coming,  and  having  been  disap- 
pointed in  some  of  the  supplies,  dispersed 
without  striking  a  blow,  and  in  point  of 
fact,  nothing  more  occurred ;  and  still  that 
was  held,  and  properly  held,  to  amount  to 
an  actual  levying  of  war. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose,  that  to  con- 
stitute a  levying  of  war,  an  engagement 
must  actually  take  place.  The  marshal- 
ling the  people,  the  arming  them,  and 
assembling  them  in  military  array,  of 
itself  amounts  to  a  levying  of  war. 

If  therefore,  gentlemen,  I  am  right  in 
my  notion  of  the  law,  the  actual  levying 
of  war  commenced  upon  the  afternoon  of 
Tuesday,  the  25th  of  July,  in  the  town  of 
Mallinahone.  Treasonable  speeches  were 
addressed  to  the  people  by  Mr.  O'Brien 
and  his  friends.  It  will  appear  that  Mr. 
O'Brien  and  those  who  accompanied  him 
arrived,  I  believe,  about  two  or  three 
o*clock ;  and  immediately  after  them, 
other  gentlemen — or  persons  apparently 
of  the  rank  of  gentlemen — strangers,  and 
persons  whom  the  evidence  will  show 
were  implicated  in  this  transaction.  One 
of  the  parties  who  arrived  upon  the  fol- 
lowing day  was  a  Mr.  Terenee  Bedew 
WMcmue,  an  Englishman. 

Myhiteeide :  I  beg  your  pardon ;  he  is  an 
Irishman— he  was  bom  in  Ireland. 

Attomey-Qenercd :  He  may  be  an  Irish- 
man ;  but  I  may  call  him  an  Englishman, 
because  he  has  resided  for  several  years 
in  Liverpool.  It  will  appear  before  you, 
that  on  the  25th  of  July  this  person 
arrived  at  Kingstown  by  the  Iron  Duke 
steamer  from  Liverpool.  He  had  a  green 
uniform,  which  he  brought  over  with 
him.  Whether  that  was  a  military  uni- 
form, or  whether  it  was  an  uniform  be- 
longing to  some  political  club,  I  really  do 
not  know.  He  was  accompanied  from 
Liverpool  by  a  policeman,  who  was  on  the 
look-out  for  him.  He  was  supposed  to  be 
a  person  who  took  a  very  active  part  in 
some  Chartist  proceedings  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water.(5)  The  constable  how- 
ever lost  sight  of  him  soon  after  his  land- 
ing ;  but  his  box,  containing  this  uniform 
— which  is  the  green  suit  I  have  men- 
tioned to  yoa — and  some  fire-arms,  was 


(a)  82  SL  Tt.  755. 

lb)  See  Beg.  v.  O'DonneU  bebw  p.  6S7i 
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seized.  He  was  one  of  the  persons  who 
took  a  yery  active  part,  with  Mr.  Smith 
O^BrieUy  in  the  proceedings  that  after- 
wards took  place  in  your  county,  and 
which  I  shall  now  state  to  yon. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th,  I  believe, 
after  seeing  the  people,  Mr.  O'Brien  and 
some  of  his  frienas  went  oat  for  a  short 
time  to  take  a  view  of  the  surrounding 
country,  as  it  was  necessary  to  select  some 
favourable  position  for  the  intended  opera- 
tions. However,  he  returned  to  Muilina- 
hone  on  that  evening  and  slept  at  the 
house  of  a  person  of  the  name  of  Wright. 
I  think  it  will  appear  that  Mr.  O'Brien^ 
I  do  not  know  whether  on  this  particular 
occasion,  but  certainly  on  some  of  these 
occasions — assumed  the  right  of  quartering 
himself  where  he  pleased.  He  thought  he 
was  in  possession  of  at  least  that  portion 
of  the  country ;  and  he  and  his  associates 
— I  think,  drawing  on  their  imagina- 
tion— thought  that  Mullinahone  was  a 
fortified  town ;    for   there  was   the   ex- 

{>res8ion  in  one  of  the  speeches  *'  that  the 
eader  of  Ireland,  or  one  of  its  future 
kines,  was  then  within  the  walls  of 
Mullinahone."  On  Wednesday  the  26th, 
early  in  the  morning,  about  eight  or  nine 
o'clock,  Mr.  0'Br%en  did  another  act 
which,  in  my  humble  jadgpnent,  amounts 
to  a  levying  of  war.  He  went  to  the  police 
barrack  in  the  town — that  police  barrack 
contained  only  six  of  the  constabulary. 
He  had  a  pike  in  his  hand,  and  a  parcel  of 
pistols  in  a  belt  which  he  wore ;  and  he 
was  accompanied  by  some  of  his  con- 
federates who  had  followed  him  from 
Dublin.  One  of  the  persons  who  accom- 
panied him  to  the  police  barrack  on  this 
Wednesday,  and  who  did  not  arrive 
with  Mr.  O'Brimh  was  a  person  of 
the  name  of  Patrick  O'Doriohue,  He  was 
a  law  clerk  in  Dublin.  He,  however,  un- 
fortunately for  himself,  became  a  member 
of  some  of  the  clubs,  and  was  one  of  those 
who,  if  my  case  be  true,  took  the  field 
with  Mr.  O'Brien,  was  constantly  with  him 
on  all  occasions,  and  certainly  accom- 
panied him  to  the  police  barrack  on  the 
morning  of  Wednesday,  the  26th  of  July. 
Mr.  O'Brien  there  asked  the  police  to  join 
him;  he  promised  them  better  pay  and 
better  promotion  if  they  should  enter  his 
service;  he  wanted  them  to  surrender 
their  arms ;  he  told  them  that  resistance 
would  be  to  no  purpose,  and  asked  them 
did  they  not  see  the  display  last  night  P 
did  they  not  see  the  infiux  of  people,  and 
the  number  of  armed  men  at  ms  com- 
mand? and  he  endeavoured  to  induce 
these  men  to  join  him  and  surrender  their 
amuu  I  am  very  much  astray,  gentlemen, 
In  my  notion  of  the  h»w,  Mt  tiiat  act  of  itself 
— going  about  armed,  with  a  large  body  of 
people,  accompanied  by  his  aide-de-camp 


and  another  (for,  I  believe,  there  were 
three  of  them  armed  who^actnally  went 
into  this  barrack) — does  not  amount  to  an 
actual  levying  of  war.  But  WHHamB,  the 
head  constable,  told  Mr.  O'Brien  that  it 
would  be  inconsistent  with  his  duty ;  that 
he  would  lose  his  life  rather  than  part  with 
his  arms ;  and  to  their  credit  be  it  stated, 
that  neither  he,  nor  any  of  those  five  men 
who  were  with  him  in  this  barrack,  yielded 
their  arms  to  the  force  under  the  command 
of  Mr.  8fni(h  O'Brien.  Mr.  O'Brien  said 
that  he  would  give  the  men  an  hour  or  two 
to  consider  of  the  matter,  that  resistance 
was  out  of  the  question,  and  that  he  would 
return  for  their  ultimate  reply.  However, 
very  shortly  after,  Mr.  O'Brien  thought, 
I  suppose,  that  it  would  not  be  worth 
his  while  to  force  a  small  party  of  six  to 
join — which  induced  him  to  move  from 
Mullinahone.  Accordingly,  he  sent  on  an 
armed  body  of  several  hunc&ed  people  from 
Mullinahone  to  Ballingarry.  He  himself 
followed  afterwards  on  a  car,  and  overtook 
the  party  who  were  going  to  Ballingarry. 
I  forgot  to  mention  that  it  was  considered 
unsafe  that  very  small  bodies  of  the  con- 
stabulary should  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
these  out-stations,  and  directions  had  been 
given  to  concentrate  as  much  as  possible ; 
and,  accordingly,  the  small  party  of  six 
left  Mullinahone,  as  soon  as  possible  after 
Mr.  O'Brien  had  been  there. 

Mr.  Smith  O'Brien^  however,  went  from 
Mullinahone  to  Ballingarry.  Two  or  three  of 
this  party  went  off  in  a  diflferent  direction, 
towards  Oarrick.  On  their  way  to  Carrick 
they  met  a  person  on  horseback  (who  that 
person  was  I  am  not  able  to  tell  you),  and 
in  consequence  of  some  communication, 
they  thought  it  right  to  return.  They  did 
return  to  Mullinahone,  and  O'Brien  having 
left  it,  they  followed  him  to  Ballingarry, 
and  they  all  met  at  Ballingarry  rather 
late  in  the  day  of  Wednesday,  the  26th. 
Mr.  Smith  O'BHen  then  had  his  armed 
force  about  him.  He  spoke  to  them  of 
the  reception  he  had  received  in  the 
several  places  through  which  he  had 
passed ;  ne  told  them  all  that  occurred; 
ne  told  them  the  moment  had  arrived 
when  they  were  reauired  to  rise  as  one 
man ;  he  establishea  a  body-guard  about 
himself;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  the  pro- 
ceedings at  Ballingarry  on  this  Wednesday 
amount  to  an  actual  levying  of  war,  so 
far  as  the  organizing  a  force,  having 
armed  men  about  him,  establishinff 
them  into  sections  and  divisions*  and 
all  but  actually  attacking;  and  the 
reason  there  was  no  attack  was,  that  in 
point  of  fact  there  were  no  constabulary 
or  military  just  in  that  particular  locality 
to  be  attacked.  On  that  nifi;ht  he  stopped, 
or  quartered  himself,  at  the  house  of  a 
person  of  the  name  of  John  Kavanoffh. 
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On  the  next  day,  Tbnrsdaj,  he  pro- 
ceeded with  seTeral  hundred  armed  men 
about  him,  from  Ballingarry  to  Mullina- 
hone,  going  backwards  and  forwards  be- 
tween Ballingarry  and  Mollinahone  ;  but, 
if  I  am  rightly  instructed,  marching  at  the 
head  of  armed  bodies,  or  sending  on  his 
people,  and  in  some  of  these  places 
establishing  a  guard  about  himself — in 
some  instances  having  an  advanced  guard ; 
but  certainly,  as  far  as  I  can  understand, 
he  was  arrayed  in  that  military  way,  that 
there  can  be  no  possible  doubt,  but  that 
the  object  was  that  it  should  be  the  com- 
mencement of  a  rebellion,  which  would 
clearly  amount  to  a  levying  of  war.  Many 
of  the  people  had  arms,  but  many  had  not, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  providing  those 
who  had  not  arms,  Mr.  U'Brien  directed 
that  if  there  was  any  farmer  who  had 
arms  and  would  not  join,  they  should 
be  taken  from  him,  and  in  that  way  he 
thought  he  could  collect  arms  for  his 
forces.  On  this  Thursday,  after  being  at 
MuUinahone  for  some  time,  they  went  to 
a  place  called  Cappoge,  which. is  about  a 
mile,  I  think,  fVom  Mullinahone,  towards 
Nine-mile  House.  They  remained  there 
for  some  time,  and  went  on,  I  believe,  the 
same  night,  to  Killenaule  to  the  house  of 
a  Mr.  Walsh,  and  there,  as  in  the  previous 
places,  Mr.  O'Brien  was  attended  by  armed 
people;  guards  were  mounted,  and  there 
were  sentries  walking  up  and  down  before 
the  door  of  the  quarters  of  the  general; 
and  therefore,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  from 
the  evidence  whioh  will  be  produced  be- 
fore you,  from  the  very  first  moment  of 
his  arrival  on  the  Monday  evening  there 
was  a  continual  levying  of  war  during 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday.  He 
was  at  Ikillenaule  on  Thursday  night.  On 
Friday  he  remained  there  for  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  dav,  guards  being 
mounted  as  usual.  While  he  was  there,  a 
scout  came  in  and  apprized  him  that  there 
was  a  detachment  of  dragoons  on  their 
nuarch .  It  would  not  do  to  let  the  dragoons 
arrest  Mr,  0*Brien,  for;  if  they  did,  there 
might  be  an  end  to  the  rebellion  then 
so  recently  commenced — and,  therefore, 
it  was  thought  advisable,  on  Friday,  to 
erect  barricades.  We  are  all  aware  what 
barricades  are.  On  Friday,  in  Killenaule, 
by  the  directions  of  Mr.  O^Brien,  barri- 
cades were  erected  across  the  high  road 
leading  into  the  town  of  Killenaule  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  march  of 
the  troops.  The  dragoons  were  under  the 
command  of  a  Captain  Longmore,  who 
had  not  received  any  instructions  as  to 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  j  in  point  of  fact,  the 
proceedings  of  Mr.  Smith  0*Brien,  on 
Tuesday  the  25th,  and  on  Wednesday  the 
26th,  had  onlv  been  received  in  Dublin  on 
that  day,  so  that  no  time  had  elapsed  for 


orders  to  be  conveyed  to  Captain  Longmore. 
He  was  on  his  march,  from  one  town  to 
another,  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
changing  his  quarters,  and  not  at  all 
looking  out  for  Mr.  Smiih  O'Brien ;  but  it 
was  thought  that  his  object  was  to  attack 
this  party.  Captain  Longmore  marched  up 
and  said  that,  unless  these  barricades  were 
removed,  he  should  force  his  passage.  A 
gentleman  came  forward,  whom,  from  the 
description,  we  believe  to  be  Mr.  DUlon, 
as  the  envoy  of  Mr.  Smiih  O'Brien,  and 
wanted  to  know  whether  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  officer  and  his  party  to 
attack  them  for  the  purpose  of  arresting 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brim  ;  that  if  that  was  his 
object  the  barricades  would  not  be  re- 
moved ;  but  if  they  did  not  come  with 
a  hostile  intent  the  barricades  should  be 
removed  at  once..   Captain  Longmore  re- 

Slied  that  they  had  no  ord^n  to  arrest 
Tr.  Smith  O'Brien,  and  that  they  were 
merely  on  their  march  through  the 
country.  Accordingly,  the  barricades 
were  removed,  and  the  troops  passed 
on.  So  far  as  to  actual  outrage  being 
committed,  there  was  none.  That  occur- 
red on  Friday  the  28th.  That  ni^ht,  after 
the  removal  of  the  barricades  in  Kille- 
naule, Mr.  O'Brien  again  marched  over  to 
the  Commons  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Balliugarry  with  some  two  or  three 
hundred  armed  men,  and  that  night  he 
slept  at  the  house  of  a  Mrs.  Lctchen.  He 
there  stated,  as  an  encouragement  to  the 
people  to  rise,  that  he  had  defeated  a 
troop  of  drajB^oons;  that  Liverpool  was 
up,  that  Dublin  would  be  up,  and  that  the 
whole  country  would  be  up — in  point  of 
fact,  that  things  were  all  right. 

This  brings  us  to  the  morning  of  Satur- 
day the  29th  of  July.  On  that  day  it  was 
generally  known  tliroughout  the  country 
that  Mr.  0*Brien  was  in  arms.  A  pro- 
clamation had  been  issued,  I  think,  upon 
the  28th,  in  Dublin,  ofTering  a  reward  for 
the  arrest  of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  and 
several  others  implicated  in  these  trans- 
actions, and  on  the  29th,  the  proceedings 
that  had  been  going  forward  from  the 
Tuesday  preceding,  were  known  through 
the  country,  and  a  Mr.  Trant^  with  a 
force  of  about  forty  or  fifty  constabulary, 
marched  towards  the  Commons,  intending 
to  attack  the  rebels,  and,  if  possible,  to 
disperse  them.  Arrangements  had  been 
made  by  which  Mr.  Trant  had  reason  to 
expect  that  a  large  body  of  constabulary 
from  other  districts  would  have  met  him 
about  the  same  time.  It  so  happened, 
however,  that  Mr.  Trant  arrived  within 
view  of  these  people  several  hours  before 
a^y  other  of  the  constabulary  came  u]^. 
When  Mr.  Trant  found  himself  in  this 
position,  almost  surrounded  by  some  two 
or  three  thousand  armed  people — for  when 
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the  constabulary  were  known  to  be  as- 1 
sembling,  the  crowds  collected  from  all  i 
directions ;  when  Mr.  Trant  saw  thafc  his  | 
small  party  was  aboat  being  surrounded,  , 
he  thought  it  better  not  to  attack  the  , 
parties  assembled.  He  saw  that  they  | 
were  in  different  divisions  and  directions, 
that  they  were  about  opposing  his  march, 
and  that  there  was  every  appearance  of 
an  intention  on  their  part  of  attacking 
him.  There  were  altogether  several  thou- 
sand people,  some  of  them  armed  with 
guns  and  weapons  of  that  description, 
others  with  pikes,  others  with  pitchforks, 
others  perhaps  not  having  arms  even  of 
that  description  {  but  certainly  they  were 
a  hostile  mob,  and  calculated  perhaps  to 
overwhelm  so  sraall  a  force  as  he  com- 
manded, which  consisted  altogether  of  not 
fifty  men.  He  thought  it  inadvisable  to 
attack  so  large  a  force.  He  saw  a  slate 
house  at  some  three  or  four  fields  from 
the  road,  which  from  its  position  he 
would  be  able  to  defend  until  the  arrival 
of  reinforcements;  and,  accordingly, 
Mr.  Trant  desired  his  men  to  separate 
and  make  as  well  as  they  could  for  this 
house.  They  obtained  possession  of  it, 
and  fortified  it  as  well  as  they  could; 
they  nailed  up  the  doors  and  put  furni- 
ture and  beds  up  against  them,  so  that 
by  firing  through  the  windows  they  should 
be  able  to  protect  and  defend  themselves 
from  any  attack  that  could  be  made  by 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  and  his  party.  Trant 
was  there  for  some  time  when  the  house 
was  surrounded.  Mr.  Tron^gave  positive 
orders  to  his  men  not  to  fire  unless  they 
were  fired  upon ;  but  if  they  were  fired 
upon  to  return  the  fire  and  protect 
themselves  as  best  they  could.  The  party 
consisted  of  about  forty-six  or  forty-seven 
men.  The  house  was  a  two-story  house. 
Mr.  Trant  himself  remained  in  one  of  the 
rooms  of  the  house,  and  he  divided  the 
men  as  he  thought  most  judicious,  having 
some  four  or  five  in  each  room,  in  order 
to  prevent  any  person  getting  into  the 
house,  and  in  order  the  most  efl*ectually 
to  protect  themselves  from  any  attack 
that  might  be  made  upon  them.  Mr. 
Smith  O  Brien  applied  to  the  police,  who 
had  directions  not  to  fire,  to  join  him, 
and  told  them  if  they  joined  him  what 
rewards  and  encouragements  be  would 
give  them.  Mr.  Trant  came  down  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  Mr.  O'Brien,  who  had 
asked  to  see  him,  but  Mr.  O'Brien  had 
moved  away  before  he  came  down.  After 
same  parleying  with  the  men  and  trying 
to  induce  them  to  give  up  their  arms  and 
join  his  party,  and  pi^ssing  on  them  the 
uselessness  of  resistance,  Mr.  O'Brien,  if 
my  instructions  are  right,  himself  gave 
orders  to  his  own  men  to  fire,  saying, 
*'  Well,  boys,  slash  away,"  which  orders 
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were  immediately  obeyed,  and  a  fire  was 
opened  by  his  followers  on  the  constabu* 
lary  of  the  Queen. 

Of  that,  gentlemen,  there  cannot,  I 
believe,  be  any  doubt.  It  will  be  proved 
beyond  question  that  the  order  to  fire  was 
given  by  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  ;  but  whether 
the  order  to  fire  was  given  by  him  or  not  is 
a  matter  perfectly  immaterial.  He  was  of 
the  party ;  he  was  the  commander  of  the 
party ;  he  was  armed ;  he  was  the  person 
who  held  himself  forth  as  the  leader  of 
this  force  of  insurgent  rebels.  In  his 
company,  by  himself,  or  with  his  privity 
and  knowledge,  orders  to  fire  were  given, 
and  these  orders  were  obeyed,  and  a  fire 
was  actually  opened.  The  fire  was  of 
course  returned.  Some  few  of  the  country 
people — I  believe  two,  whether  more  or 
not  I  do  not  know,  but  some  at  least  were 
shot,  and  there  may  have  been  some  few 
wounded;  but  most  indisputably  this 
occurred  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  0  Brien. 
All  that  ability  and  eloquence  can  do, 
will  be  done  by  mv  respected  friend 
Mr.  Whiteside,  in  explaining  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien ;  but  if  those  facts, 
this  attack  on  the  constabulary,  be  proved, 
it  will  be  for  you  to  say  whether  that  was 
not  a  levying  of  war,  whether  it  was  not 
an  attack,  and  whether  the  object  was 
not  of  a  revolutionary  character,  which 
gives  it  the  tendency  of  levying  war 
against  the  Queen. 

That  occurred  at  the  house  of  the  Widow 
irCormack,  a  slate  house  some  short  way 
from  the  road.  Other  parties  of  the  con- 
stabulary were  expected  to  arrive.  Mr.  Cox, 
with  a  party  of  not  more  than  twenty-two 
men,  marched  from  Oashel  for  the  purpose 
of  attacking  this  mob  of  rebels,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  and  assisting  the 
constabulary  who  were  coming  from  other 
directions.  When  Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  French, 
the  resident  magistrate  who  accompanied 
him,  came  within  some  miles  of  the  place, 
they  heard  that  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  and 
his  people  were  at  the  Commons ;  they 
also  neard  that  the  constabulary,  to  a  con- 
siderable number,  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  Trant,  were  actually  beseiged  in  the 
house  of  Widow  M'Cormach,  and  that  the 
house  was  surrounded.  Mr.  Cox  and 
Mr.  French,  with  their  small  force  of 
twenty-two  men,  behaved  in  a  most 
eallant  manner;  notwithstanding  that 
3iey  saw  armed  hundreds  on  either  side 
of  them,  still,  as  they  had  been  informed 
that  a  party  of  constabulary  were  actually 
attacked  in  this  house  of  Mrs.  M'Corma/ik, 
they  determined,  at  any  risk,  to  move  to 
the  assistance  and  relief  of  the  party. 
The  moment  they  approached  these 
people,  on  their  way  to  the  house,  they 
saw  preparations  made  to  attack  them, 
They  saw  parties   thrown  out  from  the 
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main  body ;  they  saw  messengers  going 
backwards  and  forwards  in  different 
directions ;  they  saw  that  a  charge,  or 
something  like  a  charge,  of  pikes  was 
about  to  be  made  upon  them ;  and  Mr.  Cox 
did  what  he  was  perfectly  justified  in 
doing — he  fired  upon  those  persons  who 
were  in  arms  against  the  authority  of  the 
Queen.  Mr.  Cox  treated  them  as  rebels  ; 
he  fired  upon  them ;  he  wounded  some, 
I  believe.  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
was  one  or  two;  but  the  effect  of  the 
determination  of  Mr.  Cox  and  his  small 
party  was  this,  that  the  party  immediately 
retired ;  and  Mr.  Cox  came  up  to  the 
Widow  WConndck's  houBe,  where  Mr. 
Trant  and  his  party  had  been  barricaded. 
In  the  meantime,  the  insurgents,  finding 
that  the  constabulary  were  likely  to  be 
reinforced,  marched  off  from  the  Widow 
M'CormacVs  house ;  so  that  when  Mr.  Cox 
actually  came  up  to  that  house,  he  found 
that  though  the  constabulary  were  there, 
the  countiy  people  had  dispersed;  and 
they  picked  up  several  pikes  and  a  gun 
or  two  that  had  been  left  there  by  the 
country  people. 

This  was  what  occuiTcd  so  far  as  Mr.  Cox 
was  concerned.  From  that  time  Mr.  8mUk 
0*Brien  saw  that  relying  upon  any  co- 
operation of  the  constabulary  was  out  of 
the  Question.  He  saw  that  the  assistance, 
whicn,  from  his  speeches,  it  appears  he 
expected  he  would  receive  from  the  con- 
stabulary, was  nowhere  to  be  found.  He 
found,  what  I  believe  to  be  the  truth, 
that  it  was  the  fixed  determination  of 
every  man  in  that  service  to  lose  hb  life 
rather  than  swerve  from  the  allegiance  he 
owed  to  his  Queen.  That  being  found  to 
1)^  the  case,  there  was  an  end  to  Mr. 
0  Brien8  expedition.  From  the  time  of 
tliia  unsuccessful  attack  on  Mr.  Cox* 8  party 
on  this  29th  of  July,  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien 
was  nowhere  to  be  found. 

I  omitted,  gentlemen,  mentioning  a 
circumstance  that  occurred  on  the  morning 
of  that  29th  of  July.  A  person  of  the  name 
of  Carroll,  a  policeman,  but  in  coloured 
clothes,  was  despatched  with  a  letter  or 
message  from  Kilkenny  to  Mr.  Trant^  who 
was  then  in  the  Widow  M*  Cor  mack*  s 
house.  This  man  was  supposed  by  his 
appearance  to  be  a  policeman,  or  to  be  a 
man  in  the  service  of  the  Crown.  Accord- 
ingly, he  was  arrested,  and  he  was  desired 
by  the  persons  who  arrested  him  to  con- 
sider himself  as  a  prisoner.  He  was  dis- 
mounted, and  Mr.  0*Brien  made  use  of 
his  horse  during  a  portion  of  these  trans- 
actions on  this  29th  of  July.  After  keeping 
Carroll  for  several  hours,  they  thought 
it  inconvenient  to  be  burdened  with  a 

Erisoner,  and  accordingly,   they  allowed 
im  to  go  at  largo.    On  his  going  away, 
he  met  Mr.  Smilh  0*Bricn  mountf^  on  his 
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own  horse,  which  Mr.  O'Brien  returned  to 
him.  But  the  fact  was,  that  they  actually 
made  a  prisoner  of  a  man  who  was  in  the 
pay  and  allegiance  of  the  Queen.  Of  course 
he  had  a  full  opportunity  of  observing 
this  armed  party  by  whom  Mr.  0*  Br  ten 
was  accompanied. 

Now,  gentlemen,  if  I  am  right  in  the 
facts  I  have  stated,  I  do  not  believe 
that  much  doubt  can  remain  but  that  I 
have  established  a  sufficient  degree  of 
force  and  violence  to  amount  to  an  actual 
levying  of  war.  I  cannot  exactly  antici- 
pate what  will  be  the  course  of  defence 
which  may  be  taken  by  my  friend  Mr. 
Whiteside ;  but  I  think  it  very  probable, 
with  his  very  great  ability,  and  knowledge, 
and  judgment,  that  he  will  scarcely  argue 
that,  in  point  of  fact,  there  did  not  occur 
circumstances  amounting  to  a  levying  of 
war,  that  there  was  not  force  and  violence 
enough  for  that  purpose ;  but,  as  has  been 
frequently  attempted  in  similar  cases,  he 
may  endeavour  to  allege  that  what  was 
done  by  Mr.  O'Brien  was  not  with  a  re- 
volutionary  intent,  that  Mr.  O'Brien's 
object  was  not  to  effect  a  revolution,  that 
it  was  not  to  effect  any  change  in  the 
government  or  the  constitution  of  the 
country — because,  as  a  lawyer,  which 
Mr.  Whiteside  undoubtedly  is,  he  must 
know  very  well  that  if  such  was  the  object 
of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  no  possible  doubt 
can  exist  but  that  what  has  occurred 
amounted  to  a  levying  of  war  within  the 
statute  of  Edward  3.  Accordingly  it 
is,  that  I  have  thought  it  right  to  men- 
tion  to  you,  and  I  shall  prove  them  in 
evidence,  those  antecedent  matters  and 
arrangements  which  will  lead  you  to  the 
conclusion,  independently  of  the  facts 
themselves,  that  the  object  of  Mr.  Smith 
0  Brien  and  his  companions,  in  these 
transactions,  must  have  been  of  a  revolu- 
tionary character. 

But,  gentlemen,  if  after  all  this  there 
could  be  any  doubt  whatsoever  of  the 
intent,  documents  were  found  in  Mr. 
O'Brien's  possession,  and  a  document  will 
be  proved  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of 
Mr.  O'Brien,  which,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, will  relieve  this  portion  of  the  case 
from  every  possible  dimculty. 

These  transactions  that  I  have  men- 
tioned having  occuired  on  Saturday,  the 
29th  of  July,  and  a  reward  being  offered 
for  the  apprehension  of  Mr.  O'Brien^  the 
armed  bodies  separated;  and,  I  believe, 
in  consequence  of  the  total  failure  of  the 
enterprize,  and  a  proclamation  being 
issued  apprizing  the  country  people  of 
the  danger  they  encountered  by  harbour- 
ing, or  succouring,  or  receiving  into  their 
houses  the  persons  who  had  been  engaged 
in  these  transactions,  this  unfortunate 
gentleman,   Mr.  O'Brien,   found    himself 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


69] 


The  Queen  against  Smith  O'Brien,  1848. 


[70 


placed  in  a  situation  really  of  rery  great 
pain  and  diffioaltj.  Hie  armed  followers 
bad  dispersed,  and  be  could  not  of  course 
make  any  way  against  the  force  which 
was  sent  to  oppose  him  ;  and  therefore  he 
bad  only  to  console  himself  for  bis  failure, 
and  manage  in  the  best  way  he  conid  to 
avoid  arrest.  That  be  did  succeed  in 
doing,  notwithstanding  all  the  exertions 
that  were  made  for  bis  arrest,  from  Satur- 
day, the  29tb  of  July,  until  the  following 
Saturday,  when  be  was  found  in  the  town 
of  Thurles,  close  to  the  railway  station,  I 
belieye  with  the  intention  of  going  to 
Cahirmoyle,  in  the  county  of  Limerick, 
where  his  residence  i8.(a)  Upon  being  ar- 
rested several  papers  were  found  on  his 
person  ;  amongst  those  papers  was  an  ad- 
dress, dated  10th  May,  1848,  from  a  meet- 
ing  of  citizens  held  at  Philadelphia,  in 
America,  offering  assistance  and  co- 
operation, and  evidently,  as  I  read  it, 
showing  that,  in  the  event  of  an  outbreak 
of  this  description,  some  assistance  was 
to  be  received  from  them.  Other  papers 
were  found,  and  amongst  them  th§  paper 
sent  to  him  by  Mr.  O'Qormcm  on  the  22nd 
of  July,  and  it  says — 

"  My  dear  Sib,— Special  sitting  of  the  bouse. 
Lord  J.  R.  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  empower  the  Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  to 
apprehend  and  detain  such  persons  as  he  shall 
Buspect  guilty  of  treasonable  designs.  Order 
for  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act. 
Directions  to  arrest  W.  S.  O'Brien.  Such  is 
Ae  express  by  telegraph,  as  stated  to  me  through 
Tke  Freeman, 

*«  Believe  me,  faithfully  yours, 

**  KlCHARD  O'GORMAN." 

Other  documents  were  also  found  upon 
him— .addresses  from  different  clubs  and 
different  bodies— amongst  the  rest  one 
from  the  Enniscorthy  club — 

'*  To  William  Smith  O'Briew,  Esq.,  M.P. 

"Sir,— The  members  of  the  John  Mitchel 
Club,  at  Enniscorthy,  beg  to  offer  their  respect- 
ful congratulations  and  hearty  welcome  upon 
this  your  first  visit  to  tbe  county  of  Wexford. 
They  do  so  as  devoted  followers  of  your  manly 
principles,  as  ardent  admirers  of  your  virtue 
and  patriotism,  and  as  men  who  cherish  deep 
and  lasting  gratitude  towards  you  for  your  great 
services  and  greater  sacrifice  to  the  cause  of  our 
dear  native  land-  They  wish  also  to  show  you 
their  determination  to  stand  by  their  country 
and  their  country's  friends,  in  any  and  in  every 
extremity.  Thejr  have  seen  with  lively  indig- 
nation the  atrocious  tyranny  exercised  by  the 

(a)  Of  the  other  leaders,  Dillon  escaped  to 
New  York  on  an  emigrant  ship  from  Galway, 
disguised  as  a  priest ;  Doheny,  disguised  as  a 
bullock  driver,  to  Bristol,  and  thence  to  France  ; 
0*Gorman  in  a  sailing  vessel  from  Limerick  to 
Constantinople.  McManus  was  arrested  on 
board  an  emigrant  ship  at  Cork,  and  Meagher 
nearCashel.  ^ 


Government  in  the  transportation  of  John 
Mitchel,  the  bravest  of  the  brave ;  in  tbe  im< 
pribonment  of  those  true  and  active  patriots, 
John  Martin,  Gavan  Duffy,  Biohard  Dalton 
Williams,  and  Kevin  O'Doherty}  and  in  the 
prosecutions  sustained  by  yourself  and  other 
distinguished  and  honourable  men.  They  have 
long  felt  the  oppression  and  insolence  of  the 
Government  to  be  well-nigh  unbearable,  and 
they  could,  for  their  own  parts,  be  well  content 
to  put  a  speedy  end  to  this  tyranny  for  ever  at 
the  cost  of  their  lives. 

"To  you,  sir,  above  all  your  able  and  in- 
trepid co-patriots,  the  people  look  for  guidance 
in  this  time  of  trial  and  difficulty.  We  know 
that  you  are  a  sure  guardian  of  the  honour  and 
welfare  of  Old  Ireland,  and  they  feel  convinced 
thit  no  motives  of  temporary  expediency,  sickly 
and  half-sided  humanity,  will  ever  prevail  with 
you  to  stand  between  them  and  their  enemies, 
and  stay  the  just  vengeance  of  an  oppressed 
and  plundered  people. 

"  Signed  on  behalf  of  the  members, 

"  W.  MOONBT,  V.P., 

"  B.  Williams,  Sec.'* 

In  the  tmnk  there  was  found  a  letter 
written  to  Mr.  O'Brien  by  this  Mr.  Charlei 
Oavan  Duffy,  whom  I  mentioned  to  you, 
which  shows  to  my  mind  the  object  of 
these  people  beyond  a  doubt.  It  is  dated 
'*  Saturday  "  ;  it  has  no  actual  date ;  bat 
from  the  circumstances  referred  to  in  the 
letter  it  is  perfectly  plain,  and  the  evi- 
dence will  satisfy  yon,  that  it  was  written 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  month  of  Jane,  or 
the  early  part  of  the  month  of  Joly,  when 
he  was  going  on  his  Cork  expedition.  It 
says — 

**  Saturday. 

**  Mt  dkab  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you 
are  about  to  commence  a  series  of  meetings  in 
Munster.  There  is  no  half-way  house  for  you. 
Tou  will  be  the  head  of  the  movement,  loyally 
obeyed;  and  the  revolution  will  be  conducted 
with  order  and  clemency;  or  the  mere  anar- 
chists  will  prevail  with  the  people,  and  our 
revolution  will  be  a  bloody  chaos " 

Whiteside :  I  object  to  that,  Mr.  Aiior^ 
ney,  being  evidence. 

Attorney' General :  1  mean  to  submit  it 
as  evidence.  It  was  found  in  his  portman- 
teau.   The  letter  proceeds — 

**  You  have  at  present  Lafayette's  place  so 
graphically  pointed  by  Lamartine,  and  I  believe 
have  fallen  in  Lafayette's  error — that  of  not 
using  it  to  all  its  extent  and  in  all  its  resources. 
I  am  perfectly  well  aware  that  you  don't  desire 
to  lead  or  inuuence  others ;  but  I  believe,  with 
Lamartme,  that  that  feeling  which  is  a  high 
personal  and  civic  virtue,  is  a  vice  in  revolu- 
tions ;  one  might  as  well,  I  think,  not  want  to 
influence  a  man  who  was  going  to  walk  on 
thawing  ice  or  to  cross  a  fordless  river,  as  not 
to  desire  to  keep  men  right  in  a  political 
struggle,  and  to  do  it  with  might  and  main.  If 
I  were  Smith  O'Brien  I  would  strike  out  in  my 
own  mind,  or  with  such  counsel  as  I  valued,  a 
definite  course  for  the  revolution,  and  labour 
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incessantly  to  develop  it  in  that  way  ;  for  ex- 
ample»  your  project  of  obtaining  sif^natures  to 
the  roll  of  the  National  Guartl,  uud  when  a 
sufficient  number  were  procured,  and  not  sooner, 
calling  the  Council  of  300,  was  one  I  entirely 
relied  upon.  But  it  has  been  permitted  to  fall 
into  disuse,  and  would  scarcely  be  revived  now. 
The  clubs,  however,  might  take  the  place  of  the 
National  Guard ;  and  the  proposal  in  your  letter 
of  a  detinite  number  of  clubs  being  formed, 
would  just  suit  as  well  if  it  were  vigorously  and 
systematically  carried  out,  each  day  adding  an 
item  to  it,  and  all  the  men  we  could  influence 
employed  upon  it. 

"  Forgive  me  for  urging  this  so  anxiously 
upon  you  ;  but  I  verily  believe  the  hopes  of  the 
country  depend  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
next  two  mouths  are  used.  There  is  not  a  town 
in  which  couJd  not  be  found  a  band  of  mission- 
aries to  organize  the  neighbouring  counties. 
Every  club  has  its  active  men  fit  for  this  work  ; 
and  it  is  only  by  applying  all  our  force  to  it 
that  we  will  succeed.*' 

In  what  were  they  to  succeed  P  In 
what  revolution  was  it  proposed  that 
Mr.  O'Brien  should  fill  the  place  of  La- 
fayette ?  What  revolution  was  it  that  he 
was  to  be  the  leader  and  the  head  of, 
"  loyally  obeyed  "  P  I  ask  my  friend, 
Mr.  Whiteside,  to  answer  that  question, 
when  stating  the  case  of  this  gentleman. 
You  will  be  told  this  is  not  the  letter  of 
Mr.  O'Brien,  but  a  letter  of  Mr.  Buffy, 
written  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  I  ask  you,  gentle- 
men, was  this  letter  acted  upon  by  Mr. 
O'Brien  ?  Did  he  follow  the  advice  gi^en  I 
to  him  here?  Did  he  place  himself  at 
the  head  of  the  movement  P  For  what 
object  and  for  what  purpose  was  he  or- 
ganizing these  clubs  P  Independently  of 
the  fact  of  organization,  it  will  be  proved 
to  you  out  of  the  lips  of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien 
himself  that  his  objects  were  revolu- 
tionary. For  what  object,  when  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  was 
known,  was  the  resolution  come  to  to 
establish  a  directory  of  five  P  Why  was 
the  directory  of  this  body,  if  they  were 
peaceful  and  loyally  disposed,  reduced  to 
the  number  of  five?  Because  it  was 
thought  that  one  and  twenty  persons  was 
rather  a  large  number,  and  that  five  could 
manage  better  when  the  parties  had  come 
to  the  determination  of  having  recourse 
to  war. 

But,  gentlemen,  if  there  was  not  a  par- 
tide  of  evidence  in  this  case  but  that 
which  I  am  now  about  laying  before  you, 
it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  of  itself  con- 
clusive in  this  case.  That  is  a  letter 
written  by  Mr.  O'Brien  himself,  in  his 
own  handwriting,  and  dated  at  the  Com- 
mons, on  the  29th  of  July,  before  the 
attack  upon  the  constabulary,  and  before 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Cox.  You  are  aware 
that  there  are  a  good  many  coal  mines  in 
that  district.    A  great  number  of  the  per- 


sons who  armed  and  joined  Mr.  O'Brien 
in  all  the  proceedings,  from  Tuesday,  the 
25th,  up  to  and  including  Saturday,  the 
29th  of  July,  were  persons  from  this  col- 
liery district.  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  thought 
perhaps  that  the  owners  of  this  colliery 
might  think  it  a  little  hard  to  pay  the 
men,  not  for  doing  the  work  of  the  com- 
'  pany,  but  for  fighting  his  battle ;  and, 
accordingly,  he  wrot«,  and  delivered  him- 
self to  one  of  the  agents  of  the  colliery, 
the  letter  which  I  am  now  about  to  read. 
I  pray  your  attention  to  it— 

«  Collieries,  July  29,  1848. 
**  Mr.  William  Smith  O'Brien  presents  his 
complimpnts  to  the  Directors  of  the  Mining 
Company,  and  feeling  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  inhabitants 
of  the  collieries  from  suffering  inconvenience 
in  consequence  of  the  noble  and  courageous 
protection  afforded  by  them  to  him,  takes  the 

liberty  to  offer  the  following  suggestions " 

The  suggestions  are  certainly  not  like 
what  would  come  from  a  man  in  ordinary 
circumstances — 

"  He  recommends  that  for  the  present  the 
whole  of  the  proceeds  arising  weekly  ftom  the 
sale  of  coal  and  culm  be  applied  in  payment  of 
men  hy  contract,  employed  in  raising  coal  and 
culm. 

**  He  recommends  that  a  brisk  demand  be 
encouraged  by  lowering  the  price  of  coal  and 

culm  to  the  public " 

So  far  so  well— 

"  In  case  he  should  find  that  the  Mining 
Company  endeavour  to  destroy  the  people  by 
withholding  waj^es  and  other  means,  Mr.  ()'Brien 
will  instruct  the  colliers  to  occupy  and  work 
the  mines  on  their  own  account,  and  in  case  the 
Irish  revolution  should  succeed,  the  property  of 
the  Mining  Company  will  be  confiscated  as 
national  property. 

"  On  the  contrary,  if  the  Mining  Company 
observe  a  strict  and  honourable  neutrality, 
doing  their  utmost  to  give  support  to  the 
population  of  this  district  during  their  present 
time  of  difficulty  and  trial,  their  property  shall  be 
protected  to  the  utmost  extent  of  Mr.  O'Brien's 
power." 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  ask  my  learned 
friend  what  answer  is  to  be  given  to  this 
letter  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien  himself P  In  what  capacity > 
except  as  the  leader  of  this  revolution, 
had  he  a  right  to  dictate  to  this  com- 
pany as  to  the  raising  of  their  coal  and 
culm,  and  the  management  of  their  col- 
lieries ;  or  what  righc  had  he  to  say  that, 
in  the  event  of  such  and  such  things  not 
being  done,  he  would  give  orders  to  the 
colliers  to  occupy  and  work  the  mines  on 
their  own  account  P  Now,  let  me  ask  you, 
is  that  the  act  of  a  private  individual,  or 
is  it  the  act  of  a  man  who  fancies  himself 
the  leader  of  a  mob— the  leader  of  an  in- 
surrection, and  who  has  the  right  to  force 
his  orders  to  be  obeyed  P    But,  above  all, 
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what  does  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  mean  by 
this,  that  in  such  an  event,  namely,  their 
interfering  with  the  people,  and  ordering 
the  mines  not  to  be  worked — 
"  in  case  the  Irish  revolution  shall  succeed,  the 
property  of  the  Mining  Company  will  be  con- 
fiscated as  national  property  ?  " 

When  was  this  letter  written?  On  the 
morning  of  the  attack  on  the  constabulary ; 
before  the  attack  ;  before  the  constabulaiy 
were  blockaded  in  that  house  of  the  Widow 
MCormaeh;  before  Mr.  Cox  and  his  party 
were  attacked?  Did  not  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien 
put  himself  forward  in  that  written  docu- 
ment as  the  leader  of  this  revolution  ? 
And  what  revolution  was  he  then  contem- 
plating? It  is  to  me  immaterial  if  one 
of  the  objects  of  Mr.  O'Brien  was,  as 
I  have  no  doubt  it  was,  to  prevent  him- 
self being  arrested.  To  be  sure,  if  he 
was  arrested,  he  fancied  there  would  be 
an  end  to  the  revolution.  I  say  that  he 
here  puts  himself  forward  as  the  leader  of 
the  revolution,  calls  it  a  revolution,  and 
threatenB  the  man  who  would  assert  the 
rights  of  private  property;  but  if,  for- 
sooth,  they  do  all  that  Mr.  O'Brien  sug- 
^sts  and  thinks  right,  that  in  such  case, 
Di  the  event  of  the  revolution  succeeding— 
"the  property  will  be  protected  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  Mr.  O'Brien's  power." 

What  power  would  he  have  to  protect  the 
property,  I  ask,  except  this,  that  he  was 
to  be,  if  not  the  leader,  at  least  an  active 
member  of  the  new  government  in  this 
new  state  of  things  which  was  to  arise  as 
the  effect  of  this  revolution  ? 

These,  gentlemen,  are  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  if  I  shall  prove  them  to  your 
satisfaction,  I  entertain  not  a  shadow  of 
doabt  that  you  will  discharge  your  duty, 
however  unpleasant  that  duty  may  be,  by 
finding  a  verdict  of  guilty.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  there  is  any  doubt  in  this  case, 
of  course  Mr.  O'Brien  is  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  it. 

EVIDEHCE  POR  THE  CrOWN. 

John  Oeorge  JToi^etf— Examined  by  the 
Solicitor'  General, 
I  am  a  short-hand  writer.  I  recollect 
the  first  time  I  attended  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Irish  Confederation  on  the 
16th  March,  1848,  about  seven  or  eight 
o'clock.  Previously  to  the  meeting  I  re- 
quested an  interview  with  Mr.  O'Brien^ 
and  stated  that  I  had  been  sent  by  the 
Government  to  take  notes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  that  my  duty  was  strictly 
confined  to  taking  notes  of  the  speeches, 
and  to  identifying  the  persons  making 
those  speeches.  Mr.  O'Brien  received  me 
very  courteously,  and  expressed  great  con- 
fidence in  me,  and  subsequently  introduced 
me  to  the  meeting  as  attendfing  to  take 


notes  for  the  Government,  in  very  com- 
plimentary language,  for  which  I  beg  to 
express  my  thanks  to  him.    I  saw  Mr. 
I  Meagher  there,  also  Mr.  Richard  0' Gorman, 
jun.,  Mr.  Charles  Gavan  Duffy,  Mr,  WGee^ 
Mr.  Billon,  and  Mr.  Halpin,  who  was  the 
secretary.    There  were  many  others,  but 
those  are  all  I  can  speak  to.     I  heard  Mr. 
I  O'Brien  speak,  and  took    notes    of    his 
I  speech.     I  have  the  transcript  here,  and 
I  can  send  for  the  original  notes. 
I       V/hiteside:    My  lord,    I   submit,   with 
j  great  deference,  that  that  sptech  cannot 
j  be  given  in  evidence  upon  this  indictment. 
,  Distinction  and  precision  are  things  re- 
I  quired  by  law  in  an  indictment  for  high 
treason,   over    and    beyond    every  other 
crime.    The  reason  of  that  is  stated  in  a 
single  sentence  by  Mr.  Justice  Foster  (a)— 
"  The  rule  of  rejecting  all  manner  of  evidence 
in  criminal  prosecutions  that  is  foreign  to  the 
point  in  issue,  is  founded  on  sound  sense  and 
common  justice.     For  no  man  is  bound,  at  the 
peril  of  life  or  liberty,  fortune  or  reputation,  to 
answer  at  once,  and  unprepared,  for  every  action 
of  his  life.    Few,  even  of  the  best  of  meu, 
would  choose  to  be  put  to  it ;  and  had  not  those 
concerned  in  state  prosecutions,  out  of  their 
zeal  for  the  public  service,  sometimes  stepped 
over  this  rule,  ui  the  case  of  treasons,  it  would, 
perhaps,  have  been  needless  to  have  made  ex- 
press provision  against  it  in  that  case,  since  the 
common  law,  grounded  on  the  principles  of 
natural  justice,  hath  made  the  like  provision  in 
every  other." 

Five  of  the  counts  are  for  levying  war. 
No  question  arises  on  them.  The  sixth 
is  for  compassing  the  Queen's  death,  and 
there  are  but  three  lines  in  this  sixth 
count,  upon  which  all  this  mass  of  evi- 
dence of  speeches  is  to  be  introduced ; 
having  stated  the  intent  to  kill  the  Queen, 
it  lays  as  an  overt  act  that  the  parties 
between  the  17th  and  30th  July — 
"traitorously  did  assemble,  meet,  consult,  and 
conspire  amongst  themselves,  and  together  with 
divers  other  false  traitors,  whose  names  are  to  the 
said  jurors  unknown,  to  devise,  arrange,  and 
mature  plans  and  means  to  stir  up,  raise,  make, 
and  levy  insurrection,  rebellion,  and  war  against 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen  within  this  realm,  and 
to  subvert  and  destroy  the  constitution  and  go- 
vernment of  this  reahn  as  by  law  established." 

It  is  a  charge  of  conspiracy,  I  suppose ; 
and  under  that  happy  phrase  "conspi- 
racy," in  tho  language  of  Mr.  Justice 
Foster,  the  whole  history  of  Mr.  O'Brien's 
life  may  be  given  in  evidence  against 
him  here  to-day.  Looking  at  the  form  of 
indictments  for  conspiracy,  the  latest,  and 
perhaps  the  best,  is  an  indictment  which, 
I  for  one,  though  I  was  opposed  to  it  at  the 
time,  conceive  to  be  as  honest  as  any  one 
that  can  be  found  in  the  books.  It  is  the 
indictment  in  the  case  of  the  Beg,  v. 


(a)  P*08t.  Cr.L.  246. 
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O^Connell(a)  for  conspiracy.  Erery  one 
of  the  speeches  were  there  set  out,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  which  were 
relied  upon ;  and  the  complaint  made  of 
it  was,  that  it  was  so  long ;  bnt  there  was 
not  a  speech  which  by  day,  time,  and 
place,  was  not  specified.  In  addition, 
too,  the  traverser  had  his  bill  of  piarticn- 
lars,  so  that  he  came  to  trial  prepared  to 
deal  with  the  case  alleged  against  him. 
If  there  were  no  other  case  in  the  books, 
I  wonld  ask,  what  difference  is  there  be- 
tween the  present  case  and  that  P 

Counsel  also  referred  to  Watson's 
case,(6)  Hardi/e  case,(c)  and  Horne  Toohe's 
case.((2) 

Attorney- General :  This  is  a  speech  made 
by  the  gentleman  himself.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  have  recourse  to  the  count  for  com- 
passing the  Queen's  death ;  it  is  admissible 
under  the  counts  for  levying  war.  Every  act 
of  the  person  accused  is  certainly  receiv- 
able in  evidence  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing with  what  object  a  man  did  certain 
acts.  One  of  the  matters  at  issue  upon 
the  counts  for  levying  war  ip,  with  what 
object  all  these  acts  were  done;  it  is 
necessary,  therefore,  to  prove  what  was 
Mr.  0*Brien*8  intention.  Also,  being  a 
speech  delivered  in  ihe  presence  of  several 
individuals  whom  we  mean  to  connect 
with  Mr.  O^Brien  as  parties  concerned 
in  this  outbreak,  it  is  material  as  showing 
that  at  the  time  the  speech  was  delivered 
they  were  making  preparations  for  the 
object  in  question.  In  Wat$on*$  case  Lord 
Ellenhorough  says  (e) — 

**  Can  there  be  a  doubt  that  this  is  evidence 
under  the  overt  acts  for  levying  war?  It  is 
evidence,  quo  animo  the  thing  was  done.'' 

Whiteside :  That  was  spoken  at  the  time 
of  the  act. 

Attorney- Oeneral :  1  say  that  this  was 
spoken  with  reference  to  the  act  of  levy- 
ing war,  not  at  the  time  of  the  act,  for 
the  time  had  not  arrived ;  but  it  shows 
that  the  intention  of  the  parties  was  to 
have  a  revolt  at  no  distant  time. 

Solicitor- OenercU :  The  question  is,  quo 
animo  the  thing  was  done. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  We  think  it  ad- 
missible in  evidence,  not  as  proving  an 
act,  but  as  showing  the  intention  by 
which  he  was  actuated. 

DoHERTY,  C.J. :  Will  you  allow  me  to 
say  that  though  words  are  not  to  be  taken 
in  reality  as  constituting  in  themselves 
overt  acts,  they  are  always  evidence  of  the 
speaker's  intention  in  doing  any  act ;  and, 

(a)  5  St.  Tr.,  N.S.  1. 
(6)  32  St  Tr.  87. 
(c)  24  St.  Tr.  199. 
id)  25  St.  Tr.  1. 
(«)  82  St.  Tr.  09. 


in  that  maimer,  words  which  are  harmless 
in  themselves,  may  be  considered  othei^ 
wise.  In  that  case,  however,  it  is  to  be 
remarked,  that  words  are  not  the  overt 
acts,  but  the  thing  done  may  be  properly 
explained  by  the  words  the  speaker  may 
have  used.  In  this  case  the  act  is  levy- 
ing war;  and  the  question  is,  with  what 
intention  that  was  done — whether  it  was 
in  furtherance  of  any  particular  design,  or 
whether  it  was  founded  on  anv  precon- 
ceived intention  of  levying  war  P 

Whiteside :  What  I  was  very  respectfully 
submitting  to  your  lordships  was  this,  that 
a  speech  made,  not  at  the  time  of  doing 
any  act,  not  explanatory  of  an  act  done, 
but  made  six  months  before  the  doing  of 
it,  cannot  be  admitted  in  evidence  against 
the  prisoner ;  because,  by  a  like  principle, 
speeches  made  six  years  before  the  time 
of  the  doing  of  the  act  at  Ballingarry, 
may  be  made  evidence  against  the  pri- 
soner in  this  case.  That,  my  lords,  cer- 
tainly Watson's  case  does  not  prove. 

Scott:  That  is  a  remark  as  to  the 
value  of  the  evidence,  but  it  does  not  at 
all  affect  the  question  of  its  admissibility. 

Whiteside :  1  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
proposed  that  this  speech  should  be  read 
in  evidence  as  having  been  delivered  in 
furtherance  of  the  treasonable  intent. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  I  think  it  receiv- 
able  now,  upon  the  assumption  that  tho 
levying  of  war  will  be  proved ;  and  that 
then  it  will  remain  to  snow  that  the  pur- 
pose was  such  as  to  make  it  crimmal. 
The  distance  of  time  at  which  the  speech 
was  delivered  may  affect  the  value  of  the 
evidence,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  reject  it  altogether.  {To  the 
witness) :  Kow,  Mr.  Hodges,  will  you 
just  state  from  your  notes,  as  tran- 
scribed by  you,  what  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien 
said  upon  that  evening,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Confederation  P 

The  witness  read  Mr.  O'Briens  speech, 
in  which,  after  announcing  that  he  had 
been  chosen  to  move  the  address  of  con- 
gratulation to  the  French  Be  public,  he 
proceeded  to  read  the  address  of  the 
Youghal  Confederate  Club  to  the  Irish 
Con^deration — 

**  *  We  believe  that  the  right  to  make  laws  for 
the  Irish  nation  belongs  to  the  Irish  people 
alone,  and  that  the  exercise  of  legislation  for 
this  country  by  the  parliament  of  England  is  an 
usurpation  which  it  is  the  sacred  duty  of  Irish- 
men to  overthrow. 

**  *  We  believe  that  consistently  with  that 
duty  no  Irishman  can  become  the  servant,  pen- 
sioner, or  ally  of  any  government  professing  to 
uphold  such  usurped  authority  of  the  English 
pariiament,  or  to  administer  laws  emanating 
therefrom. 

"  *  We  believe  in  the  right  of  an  oppressed 
nation  tb  assert  their  libertie!<  by  arms,  and  we 
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believe,  under  God,  in  the  restoration  of  our 
country's  independence. 

*'  *  These,  sir.  are  the  opinions  and  sentiments 
of  the  Youghal  Confederates,  as  I  interpret  them ; 
and  I  hope  thejr  do  not  disqualify  for  beconjiu/j 
members  of  your  association,  in  subordination 
to  which  we  desire  to  strive  for  our  country's 
freedom.' " 

The  witness  proceeded  to  read  the 
speech  which  began  by  deprecating  the 
conduct  of  some  persons  who  after  the  last 
meeting  went  through  the  streets  j^hout- 
ing,  and  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  pre- 
serving order — 

"  Now,  when  I  met  you  last,  I  told  you  that 
I  believed  tne  hour  of  Ireland's  liberation  was 
come.  (Hear,  hear).  I  repeat  that  sentiment  to- 
night. (A  voice,  *  More  power  to  you ').  I  bt- 
lieve,  conscientiously,  that  if  we  do  not  misuse 
the  opportunities  which  will  be  presented  to  us 
— provided  events  abroad  be  favourable  to  this 
country,  and  that  I  consider  to  be  an  essential 
condition  to  our  success— but  it  is  my  firm 
conviction  that  if  events  be  favourable  abroad, 
we  have  it  in  our  power  to  win  the  restoration 
of  the  Irish  parliament  in  this  country  within 
twelve  months.  Now,  you  will  remember  that 
this  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  ever  ventured 
to  state  my  opinion  as  to  the  period  within 
which  we  were  to  obtain  success.  I  have  told 
you,  not  unfrequently,  that  it  was  possible  you 
might  have  to  wait  for  years  for  its  attainment, 
and  I  bade  you  bide  your  determination  during 
that  time ;  but  I  must  say  this,  so  far  as  I  can 
calculate  the  chance  this  country  has  of  success, 
that  it  will  be  our  own  fault  if  Uiere  is  not,  this 
day  twelve  month,  a  legislature  holding  its 
assemblages  in  Dublin.  Provided  circumstances 
abroad  be  favourable,  nothim?  can,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  defeat  that  hope  except  our  rashness  on 
the  one  hand,  or  cowardice  on  the  other.  I 
believe  that  that  hope  may  be  defeated  by  rash- 
ness. I  know  that  in  times  like  these  a  great 
deal  of  enthusiasm  is  naturally  excited,  and 
that  there  are  myriads  of  ardent  spirits  who 
think  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  strike  a  single 
blow  to  achieve  immediate  success.  Very  likely 
there  are  many  present  with  that  feeling,  but 
such  is  not  uiy  opinion — and  I  think  it  right, 
to-night,  to  disburden  my  mind  fully  to  you.  My 
belief  is,  that  if  an  insurrection  was  to  take 
place  at  present,  it  would  be  put  down  in  a 
week.  My  belief  is,  if  it  were  partially  suc- 
cessful, that,  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  this  kingdom,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the 
British  Government  to  starve  the  people,  by 
stopping  the  supplies  of  food  we  are  now  neces- 
sarily dieriving  from  abroad.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances, I  say,  that  it  would  be  consummate 
rashness  to  attempt  to  bring  this  question  to 
issoe  by  an  immediate  appeal  to  arms.  But  do 
I,  therefore,  tell  you  thiit  you  ought  to  en- 
coorage  the  sentiment  of  cowardice  ?  (Cries  of 
I  No,  no.*)  The  feeling  I  would  wish  to  inspire 
into  every  man  who  hears  me,  and  into  the 
mind  of  every  man  who  will  read  what  I 
say,  is,  that  it  is  now  the  business  of 
every  Irishman,  ay,  and  of  every  Irish- 
woman too — and  I  tell  you,  and  with  shame  I 
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say  it,  that  I  believe  there  is  more  heroism  in 
the  hearts  of  Irishwomen  than  there  is  in  those 
of  the  men — I  say  that  the  sentiment  which 
every  Irishman  should  en  "ourage  at  the  present 
moment,  in  his  own  mind,  and  those  of  others, 
h  the  readiness  to  die  for  his  country,  if  it  is 
necessary.  Why,  what  have  we  been  in  the 
habit  of  seeing  every  day  in  our  population — 
amongst  all  classes  of  our  population?  Men 
have  been  tendering  themselves  to  the  British 
Government,  ready  to  go  out  and  fight  in  Asia 
— to  encounter  the  Affghans  in  their  terrible 
passes — to  encounter  the  dangers  of  such  com- 
bats as  those  which  took  place  on  the  Sutlej ; 
and  all  as  the  mercenaries  of  a  power — 1  will 
not  use  the  exp-ession — all  to  become  merce- 
naries ft)r  a  shilling  a  day.  If  our  population 
are  capable  of  thus  misplacing  their  bravery, 
shall  it  be  said  that  they  are  not  ready,  if  the 
time  should  require  their  services,  to  die  also  in 
defence  of  their  country?  (Cheers.)  Irish- 
men have  been  deemed  frequently  too  punctilious 
in  the  maintenance  of  their  honour;  and  we 
see  among  the  upper  classes  of  society  frequent 
examples  of  men  who  are  ready  to  shed  their 
blood,  and  that  of  their  dearest  friends,  for  the 
sake  of  revenging  a  fancied  insult ;  and  shall  it 
be  said  that  the  men  who  thus  wasted  their 
lives,  and  the  lives  of  their  fellow-creatures  for 
a  trifle,  that  these  men  would  not,  if  their  coun- 
try required  it,  be  ready  to  shed  their  blood  in 
defence  of  this  land  ?  Myriads,  tens  of  thou- 
sands, hundreds  of  thousands  of  your  fellow- 
countrymen  have,  within  these  last  twelve 
months,  lain  down  iu  quietness  to  die,  and 
surrendered  their  spirits  to  the  God  which  gave 
them;  and  shall  it  be  said  that  a  number, 
which  would  have  sufficed  to  fill  all  the  battle- 
fields of  Europe,  durmg  the  last  half  century, 
should  thus  contentedly  surrender  their  lives, 
and  be  unwilling,  if  the  country  should  demand 
those  lives,  to  give  those  lives  in  a  cause,  the 
most  sacred,  the  most  holy,  that  ever  was  pre- 
sented to  a  nation?  For  my  own  part, 
although  I  have  seen  much  during  the  last  two 
years  to  make  me  fancy  that  the  spirit  of  my 
countrymen  was  greatly  degenerated — (cries  of 
*  So  it  is,*  and  *  No ') — ^yet  I  cannot  believe  that 
if  a  proper  summons  be  given  to  them,  they 
are  not  still  willing  to  vindicate  the  charac- 
ter that  once  was  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
Irish  nation — of  unrivalled  bravery.  Now,  for 
myself,  gentlemen,  I  make  no  parade  of  per- 
sonal courage — I  am  not  conscious  of  possess- 
ing that  high  virtue ;  but  I  do  trust — I  say  it  in 
all  humility— that  if,  by  surrendering  my  life, 
either  upon  the  scaffold  or  in  the  field,  I  could 
thereby  secure  the  redemption  of  this  land 
from  the  bondage  under  which  it  now  suffers, 
that  life  should  be  cheerfully  given.  (Cheers). 
But,  gentlemen,  though  I  trust  i  should  not  for- 
bear to  make  that  sacrifice,  if  it  were  necessary, 
I  do  confess  to  you,  at  the  same  time,  I  have 
the  utmost  possible  hoiror  of  engaging  in  a 
fi  uitleiis  and  an  unsnccessful  rebellion.  I  have 
seen  in  this  country,  I  have  read  iu  this  coun- 
try's history  so  many  instances  of  failure 
arising,  on  one  occasion  from  precipitation,  on 
another  occasion  from  division — ^from  a  thou- 
sand  accidents    which    prudence    might    ha  \e 
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controlled — that  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the 
opinion,  that  no  national  exertion  should  ever 
again  be  made  by  this  conntry  until  success 
may  be  considered  all  but  certain.  And,  there- 
fore, it  is,  I  would  implore  you  by  the  memory 
of  those  past  failures,  not  to  allow  yourselves  to 
be  committed  to  any  ra»h  act,  or  any  act  of 
indi^^cretion,  but  to  proceed  in  a  regular,  aud  in 
a  constitutional  course,  too,  for  the  attainment 
of  your  liberties.  Let  us  understand  what  we 
want.  Now,  I  will  not  conceal  from  myself, 
and  it  is  right  that  the  Government  should 
know  it,  that  there  is  a  very  considerable  num- 
ber of  persons  in  this  country  who  wish  for  an 
organic  change  in  the  whole  constitution  of  the 
countiy.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  discuss 
whether  a  republican  form  of  government,  or  a 
monarchical  form  of  government,  is  that  which 
secures  most  effectually  the  happiness  of  a 
nation.  I  believe  if  men  will  read  history,  they 
will  find  that  nations  have  been  happy  under 
both  forms  of  government;  and  the  fonn  of 
government  which  is  best  suited  to  a  people 
depeuds  very  much  on  the  circumstances  of  the 
times,  and  upon  the  genius  and  character  of  the 
people.  We  sec,  for  instance,  in  North 
America,  a  most  noble  example  of  a  flourishing 
republic ;  whereas,  in  South  America,  the  same 
continent,  we  find,  hitherto  at  least,  the  experi- 
ment of  republics  seems  to  have  failed ;  there- 
fore, I  am  nut  disposed  to  raise  any  abstract 
question  on  the  merits  of  a  republican  or  a 
monarchical  form  of  government ;  but  what  I 
believe  the  great  majority  of  the  repealers  of 
this  country  want  is  this — they  want  a  parlia- 
ment in  Ireland,  to  make  laws  for  Ireland — 
they  want  an  Irish  government  responsible  to 
that  parliament,  and  composed  of  Irishmen — 
they  want  the  means  of  protectinc:  those  institu- 
tions by  an  Irish  army,  by  an  Irisn  navy,  and  by 
an  Irish  national  guard.  (Loud  cheers.)  And, 
provided  such  a  parliament,  and  such  a  govern- 
ment, and  such  guarantees  for  its  existence  be 
given  to  this  country,  I  believe,  at  present  at 
least,  they  are  contented  to  remain  subject  to 
the  sovereignty  of  the  British  crown. 

After  referring  to  the  differences  with 
Mr,  John  O'Cmmell  and  Conciliation  Hall, 
and  to  a  suggested  meeting  to  congratu- 
late the  French,  the  speech  continued(a) — 

<*  I  would  earnestly  caution  the  Government, 
if  such  a  meeting  be  held,  not  to  send  any 
troops  there.  My  Lord  Mayor  will  preserve 
the  peace  of  this  city;  all  the  citizens  will 
assist  him  in  preserving  the  peace  of  the  city; 
the  Confederates  will  assist  him.  I  will  ven- 
tiu*e  to  say,  if  we  opened  a  list  to-morrow, 
that  several  thousand  Confederates  would  be 
found  most  willing  to  offer  themselves  as  peace- 
preservers  on  the  occasion ;  and  under  these 
circumstances,  if  he  (the  Lord  Lieutenant) 
sends  a  military  force  with  the  design  of 
butchering  the  people,  all  I  can  tell  him  is, 
from  what  I  can   learn   of  the  present  tem- 


(a)  The  material  parts  of  this  speech  are 
printed  in  the  report  of  the  trial  for  sedition, 
6  St.  Tr.,  N.S.  571. 


per  of  the  army  stationed  in  Dublin,  that  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  the  first  person  who 
will  be  shot,  if  anybody  is  shot  by  the  soldiers, 
will  be  the  officer  who  gives  the  word  of  com- 
mand. (Cheers).  A  very  large  portion,  more 
than  one-third,  very  nearly  one-half,  of  the 
British  army  are  composed  of  our  own  country- 
men. I  cannot  believe  that  any  consideration 
on  earth  will  induce  that  section  of  the  army  to 
allow  their  fellow-countrymen  to  be  butchered, 
provided  they  be  unarmed  and  unoffending. 
All  I  can  say  is  this,  for  myself,  that  if  you  and 
the  other  citizens  of  Dublin  will  pledge  your- 
selves not  to  go  armed  to  that  meeting,  not  to 
allow  a  stick  or  a  etone  to  be  raised,  but  to 
give  to  the  care  of  the  police  any  detecdve  who 
may  be  found  invidng  the  people  to  mischief,  or 
to  commit  a  breach  of  the  peace,  I  am  quite 
contented  to  place  myself  in  the  first  rank,  and 
to  allow  them  to  fire  on  me  if  they  please  ;  but 
I  will  not  believe  in  the  name  of  common 
humanity,  in  which  soldiers  boast  as  well  as 
ourselves,  that  there  could  be  found  men  among 
the  Scotch  or  English,  composing  the  army, 
cme  single  man  who  would  allow  himself  to  be 
made  the  tool  of  a  despot  to  fire  on  an  unarmed 
and  unoffending  meeting. 

*'  Another  measure  upon  which  I  think  there 
may  be  a  perfect  concurrence  of  combined 
action  between  us  and  Conciliation  Hall,  is  with 
reference  to  a  project  which  was  put  forward  by 
the  late  illustrious  leader  of  the  Irish  people, 
Mr.  O'Connell.  (Cheers).  It  was  a  fiivoured 
project  of  his,  more  particularly  in  1843,  that 
there  should  be  assembled  in  this  metropolis  a 
national  council  composed  of  800  persons,  prac- 
tically representing  all  portions  of  this  country, 
at  all  events  all  those  who  sympathize  with  us  ; 
and  that  that  national  council  should  be  con- 
vened to  consult  for  the  common  welfare  of  this 
kingdom.  Now  I  should  recommend  the  Con- 
federates of  the  kingdom  to  lend  every  assist- 
ance to  any  such  project,  and  it  has  the 
authority  of  being  recommended  by  one  whom 
a  large  majority  of  the  nation  were  in  the  habit 
of  looking  up  to  with  unbounded  respect.  The 
project  is  not  new,  the  country  is  familiarized 
with  it,  and  it  is  only  necessary  now  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  time  has  not  come  for  giving 
it  full  effect.  My  opinion  is  that  the  time  has 
come.  Therefore  1  should  hope  that  in  the 
month  of  May — we  have  been  considering  the 
matter  and  think  the  13th  of  April  will  be  too 
early — but  in  the  month  of  May  that  there 
should  be  persons  assembling  in  Dublin,  who 
should  represent  every  portion  of  this  kingdom 
practically ;  for  my  own  part,  I  tell  you  fairly 
that  I  have  no  objection  that  they  should  be 
elected.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the  Con- 
vention Act  offers  an  obstruction  to  such  an 
election. 

"  Our  first  and  especial  duty  is  to  endeavour 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power  to  procure  an  en- 
tire union  amon^  Irishmen,  and  extend  the 
hand  of  fellowship  to  all  who  will  receive  it. 
Catholics  must  invite  Protestants  to  forget  their 
ancient  differences.  I  believe  that  the  circum- 
stances of  late  years  have  ffreatly  tended  to 
diminish  those  asperities  which  formerly  sepa- 
rated the  Protestants  of  the  north  from  the 
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Cfttholics.  At  this  moment  the  Protestant 
farmers  of  Ulster,  who  used  to  be  inveterate 
Orangemen,  feel  that  the  British  Parliament  is 
about  to  strip  them  of  their  most  cherished  in- 
heritance— the  tenant-right ;  and  if  that  Parlia- 
ment be  allowed  to  continue  to  legislate  for  this 
country,  that  which  they  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  considering  as  their  property  will  be  rifled 
from  them  b^  such  Parliament.  Therefore,  de- 
pend upon  It,  the  Protestant  formers  of  this 
country  have  as  much  interest  in  asking  for  a 
native  legislature  as  you  have,  to  protect  their 
mterest.  1  need  not  tell  you  that  you  ought  to 
promote  perfect  harmony  between  those  who 
are  of  one  faith  and  those  who  are  of  another. 
I  think  the  conduct  of  this  Confederation, 
during  the  last  year,  must  have  convinced 
every  one  that  there  is  no  danger  of  a  Catholic 
aucendancy  in  this  country  after  we  shall  have 
obtained  the  Bepeal. 

"  Now,  with  respect  to  the  landlords  of  this 
country,  I  must  say  that  I  have  been  greatly 
disappointed  by  the  course  which  they  have 
adopted  with  reference  to  the  national  affairs 
dunng  the  last  twelve  months.  I  was  in  hopes 
that  they  were  disposed  to  throw  themselves 
upon  the  Iri.«h  people.  I  conceived  such  hopes 
from  the  great  meeting  that  was  held  in  Janu- 
ary, 1847 ;  but  those  hopes  have  been  to  a  great 
extent  disappointed.  I  find  that  there  is  a 
waDt  of  courage  amidst  that  class  which  is 
atterly  inconceivable  to  me,  and  that  they  would 
rather  allow  themselves  to  be  trodden  to  the 
earth  by  English  legislation  than  confide  frankly 
and  fully  to  their  own  countrymen.  There  are 
some  of  them,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  who  do  not 
appear  to  be  capable  of  feeling  generous  emo- 
tions ;  but  at  all  evedts  we  must  endeavour,  as 
far  as  we  can,  to  win  that  chiss  to  us.  It  is  not 
perhaps  unseasonable  that  I  should  suggest  to 
them  (and  these  are  times  in  which  pr^ictions 
are  sometimes  verified)  that  it  will  be  exceed- 
ingly unwise  and  exceedingly  unsafe  for  any  of 
that  class  to  take  part  against  the  Irish  people. 
I  do  not  apprehend  that  my  countrymen  will 
resort  to  butchery  or  massacre,  but  I  think 
it  exceedingly  probable  that  if  they  should 
be  found,  m  any  future  collision  that  should 
take  place  of  a  national  kind,  to  have  taken 
part  against  the  Irish  nation,  and  the  Irish 
nation  should  be  triumphant  in  any  struggle 
that  may  hereafter  take  place,  I  ihink  it  ex- 
ceedingly likely  that  their  properties  will  be 
carried  to  the  national  treasury.  I  think  it 
right  to  give  this  hint  to  them  as  a  friend. 

"Now,  I  will  invite  you  also  to  fraternize 
with  other  classes  whom  you  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  considering  as  hostile  ;  and  I  tell  yon 
it  is  your  duty  to  •fraternize  with  the  soldiers. 
As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
British  soldier,  as  is  sometimes  said,  divests 
himself  of  all  sentiments  of  humanity  when  he 
puts  on  a  red  coat.  I  am  told  that  the  Scotch 
soldiers  are  the  part  of  the  army  upon  which 
the  Government  rely  chiefly  for  their  operations 
against  the  Irish  people.  Can  you  and  I 
forget  we  are  children  of  the  Qael  ?  Can  you 
forget  that  these  Scotch  soldiers,  these  Highland 
r^^unentt,  are,  in  fact,  like  oonelves,  children 
of  the  Gael,  that  they  at  this  moment  speak  the 


same  language  which  is  spoken  throughout  a 
great  portion  of  the  south,  and  west,  and  north 
of  Ireland ;  that  they  are  ot  the  same  kindred 
with  ourselves  ?  And  shall  I  be  told  that  these 
noble  men  are  prepared  to  come  to  this  country, 
and  after  receiving  all  the  kindness  and  hospi- 
tality and  friendship  which  ties  of  kindred  and 
mutual  respect  create — that  these  men  should 
be  prepared  to  butcher  this  nation  when  they 
are  contending  for  their  rights  ?  I  will  not  be- 
lieve it ;  and,  therefore,  I  say  it  is  your  business 
to  fraternize  with  the  soldiers  of  the  British 
army. 

"  You  have  been  in  the  habit,  many  of  you, 
of  looking  on  the  police  force  as  a  hostile  force. 
I  say  that  sentiment  ought  to  be  discharged 
from  your  bosoms.  The  police  force  are  Irish- 
men like  yourselves.  There  are  ten  thousand  of 
them.  They  are  as  fine  a  body  of  men  as  ever 
held  a  musket ;  and  if  their  energies  were  pro- 
perly directed,  they  would  become  the  safeguard 
of  this  country  j  therefore  I  will  not  invite  you 
to  consider  these  men  as  your  enemies.  Of 
courEC,  as  long  as  the  present  state  of  things 
exists,  they  are  quite  sure  of  losing  their  places 
if  they  should  manifest  any  sympathy  with  the 
people;  but  if  they  knew  that  the  time  was 
rapidly  coming  when  every  exertion  made  by 
such  a  force  as  that,  to  vindicate  the  freedom  of 
this  country,  would  be  appreciated  and  prized, 
and  become  the  subject  of  future  honour 
throughout  all  generations  to  them  and  their 
posterity,  I  cannot  believe  that  ten  thousand 
Irishmen,  clad  in  their  native  green,  would  be 
found  the  enemies  of  Irishmen.    (Loud  cheers.) 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  I  am  endeavouring  to- 
night to  preach  you  a  lesson  on  the  motto 
which  was  presented  to  you  at  our  last  meeting 
—fraternity.  I  tell  you,  also,  you  ought  to 
fraternize  with  the  repealers  of  England.  There 
are  some  of  you  who  are,  perhaps,  in  the  habit 
of  cherishing  hatred  against  the  Saxon.  I  in- 
vite you  to  cast  aside  such  feelings.  I  hate  no 
man.  I  hate  oppression  ;  and,  to  use  Mr.  Ken- 
yon's  expression,  I  hate  the  oppressor  in  his 
official  capacity.  But  this  I  know,  that  there 
are  among  the  English  population,  millions  who 
are  avowedly  friendly  to  our  cause,  and  with 
them  you  ought  to  fraternize  to  \he  utmost.*' 

The  speaker  proceeded  to  refer  to  the 
necessity  of  fratemizioff  with  the  French, 
and  of  the  formation  or  an  Irish  brigade 
in  America,  and  of  a  mission  to  the 
United  States  — 

**  Now,  gentlemen,  there  is  one  power  which 
I  have  hitherto  omitted  to  mention,  with  which 
I  am  quite  satisfied  you  will,  individually  and 
collectively,  have  no  objection  to  fraternize— I 
mean  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  We  have  had  abundant  evidence,  at 
the  time  when  it  appeared  to  the  inhabitants  of 
that  country  that  the  agitation  was  likely  to 
produce  serious  fruits,  we  have  had  abundant 
evidence,  by  testimonies  of  sympathy  and  large 
remittances  of  monepr,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  cordially  sympathize  in  this 
struggle. 

•*  Now,  I  should  consider  myself  exceedingly 
presumptuous  if  I  were  to  attempt  to  dictate  to 
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the  people  of  America  as  to  the  coarse  which 
would  be  most  effectual   in   aidinf?  us  in  the 
achievement   of  our   liberties;    but,   knowing 
that  the  Government  of  that  country  is  in  the 
habit  of  olH-ying the  impulse  of  the  popular  will, 
I  submit  for  the  consideration  of  our  friends  at 
the  oth'T  8id«-  of  the  Atlantic,  whether  it  would 
not  be  exceedingly  expedient  to  urge  their  exe- 
cutive to  provide  that  republic  with  a  body,  such 
as  ex'Sted  at  one  time  in  France,  called '  The  Irinh 
Brigade.*  (Cheers.)     1  know  that  eonie  of  my 
friends  have  a  very  great  objection  to  anything 
that  is  like  countenancing  emigration,  but  when 
I  read,  day  after  day,  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
poor  in  the  county  of  Gal  way  ;  \%hen  1  read  that 
they   are  abholutely  allowed  by  this  paternal 
Government  of  ours  to  die  in  gaols  to  which 
they  have  taken  refuge  by  committing  some 
trivial  crime,  to  such  an  extent  that  there  are  at 
this  moment  not  less  than  900  persons  in  the  gaol 
of  Galway,  which  was  built  for  125 — they  come 
there  in  the  last  agonies  of  death,  for  the  sake  of 
obtaining  a  meal  before  they  die,  and  a  coffin  after 
their  death — 1  say  I  do  most  devoutly  wish  that 
those  men  had  been  enrolled  in  an  Irish  Bri- 
gade in  the  United  States  before  they  had  been 
reduced  to  that  condition.     Now,  I  conceive,  in 
the  event  of  our  obtaining  repeal,  it  would  be 
extremely  convenient  to  this  country  to  have  a 
force  of  Irishmen  ready  disciplined  and  enrolled 
to  form  the  nucleus  of  an  Irish  army.     We  have 
resolved  that  one  of  the  elements  of  our  national 
strength,  after  we   have  obtained   the  repeal, 
shall  be  the  possession  of  an  Irish  army ;  and 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent,  as  it  seemn  to  me, 
the  men  who  shall  have  been  so  enrolled  in  an 
Irish  Brigade  in  the  United   States,  from  re- 
turning to  their  country  to  serve  for  th«  defence 
and  guardianship  of  their  native  land.    Now, 
I  confess  I  wish  very  much  that  circumstances 
would  allow  us  to  send  a  mission  to  America  on 
the  part  of  the  Confederation.     At  one  time 
I  thought  of  going  myself,  but  I  am  afraid 
that  th«  circumstance,  that  I  should  have  to 
stand  in  the  front  ranks  with  you — (cheers) — 
although  I  have  no  desire  at  all  to  arrogate  to 
myself  any  claim  to  leadership,  all  I  offer  is  my 
humble  co-ope^ttion — I  can  scarcely  take  on 
myself  to  say  it  is  consistent  with  my  duty,  in 
the  present  aspect  of  affairs  in  this  country,  to 
go  to  America,  even  for  so  short  a  time  as  three 
months,  which  is  the  least  period  that  will  be 
effectual ;  but  I  think  it  exceedingly  desirable 
that  some  able,  eloquent,  and  discreet  man,  or 
two  men,  should  be  sent,  on  the  part  of  the  Irish 
Confederation,  to  the  United  States.    I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  such  a  mission  would  gather 
ronnd  it  the  sympathies  of  the  whole  population 
of  that  country,  who  would  be  prepared  to  re- 
ceive and  reciprocate  the  kindly  sentiments  of 
the  two  nations.    Now,  I  really  am  afraid  I  am 
trespassing  on  you  too  long.   (CJries  of  *  No,  no.*) 
Tnis  is  an  occa8ion  which  seems  to  me  a  very 
Bolenm  opportunity  of  discharging  a  duty  which 
possibly  may  be  attended  with  some  inconve- 
nience hereafter;  therefore,  I  am   desirous  of 
performing  it.    Now,  you  will  remember  in  the 
discossions  which  took  place  in  the  Confedera- 
tion, that  I  deprecated  strongly,  some  six  weeks 
ago,  the  notion  of  inviting  the  people  at  that 


time  to  recur  to  military  training  of  any  de- 
scription whatsoever,  or  to  the  consideration  of 
military  affairs.  It  seemed  to  me  that  in  the 
then  condition  of  the  country,  the  only  effect  of 
leading  the  people's  minds  to  what  was  called  a 
guerilla  warfare,  would  be  to  induce  some  of 
those  misguided  peasantry,  who  had  been  com- 
mitting assassinations,  to  think  that  we  en- 
couraged them  to  proceed  on  a  system  of  murder 
and  crime.  Therefore  it  was  that  I  felt  it  my 
duty  di  tinctly  to  say  that  I  could  be  no  party  at 
that  time  in  giving  any  such  recommendation 
to  the  country.  But  the  circumstances  of  affairs 
are  totally  riifftrent  now ;  and  under  those  cir- 
cumstances—under the  altered  condition  of  cir- 
cumstances— I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  I  think  it  exceedinglj'  desirable  that  all  our 
intelliirent  young  men,  particularly  those  who 
have  been  engaged  in  surveying,  engineering, 
and  similar  pursuits,  should  apply  their  minds 
to  the  best  mode  of  taking  strong  places  and  of 
defending  weak  ones.  These  men  will  probably 
form,  if  they  distinguish  themselves  in  this  line, 
a  portion  of  the  sappers  and  miners  of  the 
futiire  Irish  army. 

"  Now,  there  is  another  point  to  which  the 
minds  of  men  ought  to  be  directed  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country ;  that  is, 
how  supplies  of  food  and  ammunition  can  be 
cut  off  from  an  enemy,  and  how  they  can  be 
supplied  to  a  friend.    With  respect  to  the  ordi- 
nary tactics   of  military  manoeuvreing,  forta- 
nately,  you  in  Dublin  have  plenty  of  opportuni- 
ties of  learning  platoon  exercise;   for  in  the 
Phoenix   Park,  and  under  the  barracks,  there 
are  daily  exhibitions  of  that  kind  to  remind  yon 
that  you  are  an  enshived  people.     I  am  not 
suggesting  to  yon  to  form  companies  or  platoons 
for  such  exercises  at  present,  but  I  do  suggest 
this  to  you,  in  all  seriousness,  that  I  think  tiie 
time  is  come — if  we  are  not  to  be  set  down  in 
the  nations  of  the  earth  as  a  people  capable 
only  of  talking,  and  boasting,  and  agitating-* 
the  time  is  come  when  every  man  who  is  pre- 
pared  to  lay   down   his  life  for  his  country 
should  signify  his  willingness  to  be  enrolled  as 
a  member  of  a  national  guard.    No  man,  in  my 
opinion,  ought  to  tender  his  name  as  a  member 
of  the  national  guard,  unless  he  is  prepared  to 
do  two  things  :  one  is,  to  preserve  the  State 
against  anarchy — that   is  to   say,  to  preserve 
social  order — which  I  hold  to  be  the  foundation 
of   the    well-being   of    all    classes    from   the 
humblest ;  and  the  other  is,  to  be  ready  to  die 
for  the  defence  of  his  coimtry.    Now,  I  do  not 
know  how  far  my  suggestion  is  likely  to  be 
carried  out,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  if  800,000  men  should  be  found  amongst 
the  millions  who  have   hitherto  called  them- 
selves repealers,  who  are  willing  so  to  enrol 
themselves  publicly  in  the  face  oF  day— not  by 
your  night  wnlkings,  and  not  by  your  ribbon 
societies,  which  have  been   the  curse  of  this 
country — ^but  to  tender  their  names  to  the  aa- 
thorities  as  men  who  were  determined  to  form  a 
national  guard,  for  the  purpo.oe,   on  the  one 
hand,  of  preserving  order,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,    of  protecting  their  country — I    say  if 
800,000  men  can  be  found  in  this  country,  the 
British  ascendancy,  so  far  as  it  has  the  power 
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of  coercing  jrou  by  military  force,  will  be  at  an 
end." 

The  speaker  proceeded  to  refer  to  the 
temperance  movement,  and  concluded  by 
moving  the  address  to  the  French  He- 
public. 

The  Witness  stated  that  he  bad  not  taken 
down  the  address  read  by  Mr.  O'Brien^ 
but  that  a  printed  copy  bad  afterwards 
been  given  him  by  the  secretary. 

Blackbtjrne,  L!C.  J.:  When  Mr.  O'Brien 
read  that  did  you  check  it  P — I  did  not, 
my  lord. 

But  are  you  sure  that  he  read  it  P — I 
think  it  is  very  probable  he  did  read  it, 
my  lord, 

Whiteside :  We  do  nob  want  probabilities, 

Solicitor- General :  I  do  not  wish  to  press 
it  as  there  seems  to  be  a  doubt  upon  it. 
Mr,  Meagher  also  spoke  at  the  meotine. 
My  lords,  we  shall  not  press  Mr,  Meagher  s 
speech  in  evidence;  we  think  it  is  evi- 
dence, but,  however,  we  do  not  press  it. 

The  Witness  also  read  the  prisoner's 
speech,  on  April  5,  at  the  Music  Hall, 
Dublin,  It  was  not  a  meeting  of  the  Con- 
federation, because  some  of  the  Concilia- 
tion Hall  people,  as  well,  were  present. 

*'Mr.  Chairman,  ladies,  and  gentlemen, — 
Often  as  it  has  been  my  lot  to  address  meetings 
of  my  fellow-countrymen,  with  sentiments  of 
pride  and  satisfaction,  1  can  truly  say  that  on 
no  former  occasion  have  I  met  an  assemblage 
of  Irishmen  with  so  much  exultation  as  I  feel 
to-night.  I  have  this  day  taken  out  my  patent 
of  nobility.  It  was  presented  to  me  in  the  bill 
of  indictment  brought  against  me  by  the  Eng- 
lish Government  for  loving  my  country. 
Proad  indeed  am  I  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
having  my  name  ranked  amongst  those  who 
have  been  exposed  to  suffering  for  having 
espoused — ^for  having,  however  feebly,  en- 
deavoured to  sustain  the  rights  of  this  my 
native  land.  In  that  beautiful  emblem 
which  you  have  presented  to  me,  I  am  flattered 
by  the  appellation  of  being  the  truest  patriot  of 
Ireland.  I  take  the  hberty  to  reject  that  com- 
pliment. I  tell  you  there  are  thousands  of  men 
as  true  in  their  patriotism  as  myself;  and  I 
tell  you  more,  that  I  should  despair  for  this 
coontry  if  I  did  not  feel  assured  that  such  is  the 
case.  The  liberties  of  a  nation  are  not  to  be 
won  by  an  individual.  It  may  be  his  pride  and 
privilege  to  set  an  example  to  his  countrymen ; 
but  unless  there  be  others  ready  to  follow  his 
lead — if  there  be  not  others  to  take  his  place,  in 
case  he  should  fall— then  I  tell  you  that  you 
have  no  hope  of  achieving  the  liberties  of  this 
country.  But,  gentlemen,  I  see  a  spirit  rising 
IB  this  country,  which  I  believe  nothing  can 
subdue.  I  did  fear — within  these  last  two  years 
I  have  more  than  once  feared^that  the  ancient 
mrit  of  this  land  was  altogether  extinct,  and 
that  Irishmen  had  forgotten  the  attribute  of 
manhood ;  but  I  see  now  rising  a  spirit  which 
nothing  can  quell— a  spirit  tlwt  must  subdue 
and  overpower  every  force  that  can  be  brought 


against  it  Gentlemen,  on  my  own  part — ^my 
fellow-deputies  will  speak  for  themselves — on 
my  own  part,  I  thank  you  for  the  address  which 
you  have  presented  to  us  on  our  return  from 
France.  I  am  rejoiced  to  find  that  you  do  not 
participate  in  the  opinion  which  is  vaunted,  but 
not  felt,  in  England,  that  our  mission  to  France 
was  a  failure.  For  my  own  part,  to  me  every 
circumstance  connected  with  that  mission  was  a 
subject  of  satisfaction.  From  the  moment  I 
landed  on  the  French  shores,  I  found  myself 
surrounded  with  circumstances  tending  to 
animate  and  sustain  the  spirit  which  prompted 
me  to  resort  to  France  in  your  name.  We 
were  talking,  in  our  last  assembly  in  the  Con- 
federation, of  the  formation  of  an  Irish  National 
Guard ;  and  I  confess  to  you  that  my  spirit 
bounded,  when  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  landing 
at  Havre,  to  witness  a  review  of  the  National 
Guard  of  that  district,  amounting  to  not  less 
than  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  men, — men  who, 
on  ordinary  occasions,  were  engaged  in  f^  the 
duties  of  citizens,  but  who,  upon  the  day  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  see  them,  appeared  in  as 
proud  a  military  array  as  ever  I  witnessed  in 
any  country.  Some  of  them,  indeed,  were  not 
clothed  in  the  habilunents  of  war ;  the  CTcater 
number  of  them  were  equipped,  at  their  own 
expense,  in  a  style  that  would  have  done  credit 
to  any  regiment  in  the  service ;  but  throughout 
the  whole  band  there  was  a  sentiment  of  manly 
dignity,  arising  from  the  possession  of  those 
arms  which  ever  ought  to  guard  a  freeman's 
laws.  (Cheers).  With  respect  to  our  reception 
by  the  Provisional  Government  of  France,  ii  is 
fortunate  that  that  reception  has  been  able  to 
satisfy  both  the  English  Government  and  us. 
(Cheers  and  laughter).  I  am  told  that  the 
Government  of  Ireland  has  condescended  to 
send  round  to  every  police  station  in  Ireland, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  placarded,  the  reply  of 
Monsieur  Lamartine  to  the  Irish  deputation. 
I  congratulate  the  great  British  nation  on  the 
magnanimity  with  which  it  teaches  the  people  of 
Ireland  to  look  to  the  opinions  of  foreign 
ministers  as  the  dictum  on  which  their  fate 
shall  be  determined.  Now,  with  respect  to  that 
reply,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
Monsieur  Lamartine  could  not  have  spoken  in 
other  terms  than  he  did  without  placing  France 
in  a  position  of  direct  hostility  to  England ;  and 
under  the  circumstances  of  France,  as  he  him- 
self said,  his  lips  were  sealed  with  respect  to 
the  expression  of  the  ulterior  sentiments  which 
were  felt  by  him—  (cheers) — by  every  French- 
man, in  regard  to  this  country.  But  having  had 
the  good  fortune  to  receive  attentions  from 
Lamartine  and  the  other  members  of  the  Pro- 
visional Government,  I  am  enabled  to  say  that 
they  sympathize  fully  with  the  sentiments  of 
the  French  nation  in  regard  to  this  people.  We 
did  not  solicit  armed  succour." 

After  alluding  tq  meeting  General 
Arthur  O'Connor  and  other  Irishmen  in 
France,  Mr.  O'Brien  proceeded — 

"And  believe  me,  if  ever  it  should  be- 
come necessary  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  this 
country  by  an  appeal  to  ulterior  proceedings, 
that  you  will  find  flocking  into  you  from  every 
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part  of  the  world,  Irishmen  imbued  vith  sym- 
pathies for  this  land,  as  warm  and  as  affec- 
tionate as  any  you  can  feel  yourselves,  and 
perhaps  possessed  of  a  greater  determination — 
(cheers) — ^andmore  acccmphshed  skill  than  any 
of  us  possess.  I  took  the  liberty,  and  it  is 
right  in  justice  to  my  friend  that  I.  should 
throw  on  myself  the  cause  of  his  absence  to- 
night— I  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  my 
friend  Richard  O'Gorman,  who  was  one  of  our 
deputation  to  France,  that  it  was  desirable  he 
should  remain  in  Paris  for  a  few  weeks,  at  all 
events,  until  the  trials  should  take  place.  I  did 
so  in  order  that  we  might  have  amongst  us  one 
who  should  perfectly  know  all  the  resources 
which  are  available  at  Paris.  (Cheers\  I  think 
we  can  promise  for  him,  that  his  time  will  not 
be  wasted  in  frivolous  pursuits  in  that  city,  in 
that  metropolis  of  pleasure.  I  believe  he  has  al- 
ready commenced  his  military  studies.  (Cheers). 
Perhaps  you  have  some  desire  that  I  should 
continue  the  narrative  of  my  journey.  Well 
then,  I  have  to  tell  you,  that  upon  leaving 
France  it  was  my  duty  to  become  witness  to  a 
scene  of  a  very  different  character  to  those 
which  I  had  seen  in  Paris.  I  am  one  of  those 
who,  irithout  professing  personal  courage,  yet 
deem  it  my  duty  to  say  in  London  what  I  say 
in  Dublin — (cheers) — ^and,  inasmuch,  as  I  had 
been  charged  with  the  utterance  of  certain  sen- 
timents which  were  reputed  in  this  country  to 
be  seditious  by  the  officers  of  the  British 
Government — the  law  officers  of  the  British 
Government — I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give 
the  House  of  Commons  a  frank  and  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  how  far  those  sentiments 
were  or  were  not  seditious.  (Cheers).  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  that  I  should  describe  to  you 
the  scene  that  followed.  There  was  a  time 
when  Englishmen  used  to  speak  of  the  House 
of  Commons  as  the  first  assembly  of  gentlemen 
in  the  world.  I  will  ask  my  friend,  Mr. 
Meagher,  who  happened  to  be  present  on  that 
occasion,  how  far  he  thinks  that  their  conduct 
on  the  late  occasion  sustained  that  character. 
All  I  can  say  is,  that  having  had  some  occasion 
a  few  months  since  to  complain  of  the  conduct 
of  the  butcher  boys  of  Hercules  Street,  in 
Belfast,  I  am  now  happy  to  be  able  to  con- 
gratulate them  upon  being  infinitely  more 
mannerly,  infinitely  more  generous,  infinitely 
more  magnanimous  than  the  first  assembly  of 
gentlemen  in  the  world.  Perhaps  I  ought  to 
go  further,  and  congratulate  the  bull-dogs  of 
Belfast  on  a  similar  pre-eminence. 

<*  Now  you  are  all  aware  that  a  bill  is  at  this 
moment  passing  through  Parliament,  for  the 
purpose  of  extmguishing,  if  it  be  possible  to 
extinguish  it,  the  rising  spirit  of  this  country 
— (hisses  and  groans) — and  as  I  think  on  all 
occasions  it  is  extremely  desirable,  that  the 
people  of  this  country  who  engage  in  political 
agitation,  should  know  precisely  what  are  the 
objects  which  they  ai^  seeking,  what  are  the 
risks  which  they  are  encountering,  and  that  we 
should  cease  to  maintain  that  character  for 
bravado,  which  I  am  afraid  some  of  our  recent 
history  has  rather  tended  to  throw  upon  us — I 
mean  to  say  the  utterance  of  very  strong 
opinions,  witibout  any  determination  to  sustain 


those  opinions  by  actions — I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  reading  to  you  that  which  is  about 
the  least  acceptable  description  of  composition 
to  a  popular  audience,  a  portion  of  this  Act  of 
Parliament.  The  principal  clause  of  this  bill, 
which  enacts  penalties  against  the  frish  people, 
is  as  follows  :" 

Here  Mr.  O'Brien  read  the  clause. 

*•  It  is  right  I  should  ad«l,  I  am  informed  by 
lawyers,  that  one  of  the  effects  of  a  conviction 
for  felony  is,  that  the  person  so  convicted  for- 
feits whatever  property  he  possesses.  Now, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  that  law 
had  beeu  in  force,  and  had  been  enacted  in 
1831,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Gnglish 
Reform  Bill,  Lord  John  Russell,  Lord  Stanley, 
Lord  Fitz William,  and  almost  all  the  other 
leaders  of  the  Reform  party  of  that  day,  would 
have  been  liable  to  transportation  for  life.  But  be  ^ 
that  as  it  may,  the  question  I  have  to  ask  you, 
gentlemen,  and  the  rest  of  my  countrymen,  is 
this,  whether  they  will  allow  this  great  national 
effort  to  be  put  down  even  by  such  a  bill  as 
that  ?  (Cries  of  *  No,  No.')  Speaking  in  your 
name,  venturing  to  speak  on  the  part  of  no 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  population  of  this 
country,  I  told  them  that  they  would  laugh  to 
scorn  that  bill.  And  now  1  want  to  know 
whether  there  be  spirit  enough  amongst  you-^ 
whether  there  be  spirit  enough  amongst  my 
fellow-countrymen  to  render  the  practical  exe- 
cution of  that  Act  impossible?  They  may 
indict  an  individual  for  felony  ;  but  I  think  it 
is  utterly  impossible,  if  there  be  an  indication 
of  manly  spirit  in  this  nation — I  believe  it  to  be 
utterly  impossible  for  them  to  indict  the  Irish 
nation.  Do  I  then,  when  I  counsel  you  to  meet 
legislation  of  this  kind  by  determination  of  the 
boldest  character — do  I  counsel  yon  to  rush  into 
a  precipitate  and  foolish  conflict  ?  Far  from  it. 
Have  you  read  the  last  article  in  The  Times  t 
They  absolutely  go  the  length — the  writer  goes 
the  length,  of  calculating  on  our  precipitation, 
as  the  necessary  result  of  those  inflammatoiy 
harangues  which  some  of  us  are  supposed  to 
be  in  the  habit  of  addressing  to  our  fellow- 
countrymen  in  the  peculiar  position  which  we 
happen  to  hold  as  leaders  of  the  Irish  people. 
Now  it  is  perfectly  manifest  that  nothing  is  so 
much  desired  by  the  Government  of  England, 
and  by  all  those  who  abet  that  Grovemment  in 
its  iniquitous  domination  in  this  country,  as 
that  the  people  of  this  country  should  enter 
into  a  premature  conflict  with  a  power  which 
they  fancy  has  at  this  moment  a  means  at  its 
command  of  effectually  repressing  the  public 
sentiment.  Let  us  beware  how  we  realize 
those  their  wishes.  We  have  still  much  to 
accomplish.  First  of  all,  the  grand  desideratum, 
which  must  be  the  basis  of  all  our  national 
exertions,  has  not  yet  been  fully  attained — I 
mean  the  union  of  the  repealers  of  this  country. 
(Cheers).  I  see  indeed  in  this  meeting  to- 
night, at  which  I  believe  there  are  at  least  as 
many  of  those  who  are  followers  of  what  is 
called  Conciliation,  as  members  of  the  Con- 
federation-—(*  Yes,  yes,') — I  see  in  this  happy 
union  to  •night — I  see  in  similar  institu- 
tions (sic)    in   all    the    great    towns    in    the 
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coontrj,  in  Kilkenny,  in  Cork,  in  Limerick, 
in  Waterford,  in  Galway,  in  Newry,  in  other 
portions,  in  Belfast — I  see  a  full  intimation, 
that  the  period  is  not  far  distant,  when  all  the 
repealers,  let  the  leaders  say  what  they  please, 
when  the  Ii^h  people,  when  the  repealers  of  all 
classes  and  sections,  patting  aside  this  leader 
or  that  leader,  who  will  not  lend  himself  to  the 
national  sentiment — I  see  a  full  intimation  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  that  happy 
union,  fraught  with  blessings  to  this  country, 
shall  be  fully  accomplished.  God  send  that 
that  day  may  not  be  far  distant.  But  there  are 
also  other  indications  of  a  character  still  more 
cheering  than  the  union  of  those  who  have  been 
recognized  as  adherents  to  repeal.  I  mean  the 
fraternization  of  those  who  have  hitherto  been 
opponents  to  us.  Can  any  one  read  without 
ecstasy  the  proceedings  that  took  place  the 
other  day  at  Droghe^?  If  I  am  not  misin- 
formed, the  Protestants  of  that  town  intimated 
to  their  Catholic  friends,  that  it  was  not  de- 
sirable that  they  should  even  present  themselves 
at  the  meeting  which  was  to  be  held  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  union  of  the  coun- 
try; but  that  the  manifestation  there  to  be 
made  in  favour  of  repeal,  should  bo  unequivo- 
cally and  spontaneously  addressed  to  the  coun- 
try, as  the  sentiments  of  the  Protestants  of  that 
part  of  the  country.  Happy,  happy  indeed,  is 
the  omen — that  from  the  very  seat  of  those 
former  feuds,  the  very  spot  on  which  now  rises 
a  monument  to  commemorate  a  battle,  where 
Irishmen  were  separated  from  Irishmen— that 
on  that  very  spot,  these  very  scenes  fraught 
with  the  memory  of  past  strife,  this  fraternity 
shoold  commence,  and  that  Irishmen,  Orange- 
men and  Catholics,  should  meet  by  the  side  of 
the  Boyne  to  mingle  in  blessed  union  for  the 
sake  of  their  common  country.  Am  I  misin- 
formed, when  I  am  told  that  a  similar  move- 
ment is  in  progress  in  Dublin,  and  that  we  may 
expect,  within  a  few  days,  a  manifestation  of 
the  Protestants  of  Dublin  in  favour  of  repeal  ? 
Upon  that  subject  I  will  say  nothing.  Perhaps 
words  from  me,  considering  the  position  which 
I  have  held,  may  tend  rather  to  prevent  than  to 
facilitate  that  union.  But  I  am  quite  sure  that 
there  is  not  one  man  present  here,  there  is  no 
Catholic  especially  here,  who  will  not  be  pre- 
pared to  give  to  his  Protestant  fellow-country- 
men in  this  metropolis,  every  guarantee  that 
men  of  truth,  and  honour,  and  virtue,  and 
courage  can  give,  that  for  their  own  sakes,  and 
for  the  sake  of  the  country,  the  Protestants  of 
this  metropolis  should  at  last  awake  to  their  true 
interests;  should  save  themselves  and  their 
countnr  from  the  ruin  which  now  menaces  it, 
by  uniting  with  us  in  fraternal  union,  which 
they  never  shall  repent  of.  Let  me  tell  you, 
that  among  the  incidents  connected  with  our 
Tisit  to  France,  there  was  none  to  me  more  in- 
teresting than  to  find  every  member  of  your 
deputation,  spontaneously  placing  upon  his 
breast  the  emblem  of  Irish  union,  and  uniting 
the  oranffe  with  the  green,  ia  connection  with 
the  tri-colour  of  France.  Now,  I  think  it  right 
to  avail  myself  of  this,  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  addressing  my  fellow-countrymen,  to  im- 
plore them  most  earnestly,  to  do  all  in  their 
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power  to  remove  the  unworthy  fears,  the  un- 
founded apprehensions,  which  prevail  upon  the 
part  of  many  who  do  not  know  the  sentiments 
which  animate  your  bosoms.  There  are,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  I  have  heard  it  upon  evidence 
which  I  cannot  question— there  are  in  the  coun- 
try many  who  suppose  that  our  object,  and  the 
object  of  those  who  participate  in  this  great 
national  movement,  is  not  to  attain  great  na- 
tional rights — not  to  obtain  the  power  of  legis- 
lating beneficially  for  all  parties ;  but,  under  the 
pretext  of  repeal,  to  make  that  agitation,  ac- 
companied as  it  may  possibly  be,  by  the  exercise 
of  force,  an  instrument  of  piUige,  and  a  means 
of  promoting  social  anarchy.  I  believe  that 
sentiment  is  utterly  without  foundation.  If  I 
thought  there  was  a  single  man  in  this  assembly 
who  entertained  such  an  opinion  or  desire,  I 
should  ask  him  to  come  forward,  in  the  name  of 
manhood,  and  to  state  his  views  here,  and  allow 
us  to  know  upon  what  sentiment  of  public  duty, 
upon  what  hope  of  public  benefit,  such  intentions 
were  founded.  I  should  encounter  him  as  the 
worst  enemy  of  the  country  ;  and  I  should  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  sentiment  of 
every  man  who  is  engaged  in  this  great  national 
effort  would  be  that  of  unqualified  condemnation 
of  any  such  attempt.  Therefore,  I  say,  that 
these  fears  are  utterly  without  foundation,  and 
that  these  apprehensions  are  unworthy  of  those 
who  indulge  in  them. 

And  now,  having  asked  yon  to  do  all  in 
your  power  to  promote  that  essential  union, 
which  must  be  the  foundation  of  all  our 
national  exertions,  I  am  here  to  remind  you, 
that  a  large  portion  of  this  assembly  at 
least  is  pledged  to  the  carrying  out  of  certain 
measures,  as  a  portion  of  the  national  policy  of 
this  country,  and  among  these  is  the  formation 
of  a  National  Guard — an  army  of  volunteers  of 
1848.  I  think  that  the  population,  old  as  well 
as  young  Ireland,  acted  pretty  extensively  upon 
the  advice  which  was  given  by  the  Irish  Con- 
federation, that  every  man  in  this  country  should 
endeavour  to  provide  himself  with  some  de- 
scription of  weapon  or  another.  (Cheers.)  I  am 
not  at  all  sorry  that  those  who  have  advocated 
the  principle  of  *  moral  force,'  should  see  that 
the  time  has  come,  when  it  is  necessary  to 
sustain  moral  f^ce  by  those  implements,  which 
have  been  hitherto  found  effective  in  controlling 
bad  men.  Nor  do  I  regret,  even  although  the 
sentiment  may  perhaps  by  some  be  deemed 
heterodox — I  do  not  regret,  I  confess,  that  the 
Orangeman  of  the  north  are  obtaining  posses- 
sion of  arms.  I  do  not  regret  that  certain  of 
the  southerns  are  obtaining  possession  of  arms. 
I  believe  it  to  be  the  right  of  every  Irish  citizen 
to  possess  arms ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the 
country  will  be  much  more  respected  by  Eng- 
land, and  by  mankind  in  general,  when  every 
Irishman  possesses  arms.  Now,  with  respect  to 
the  formation  of  a  National  Guard,  or  volunteer 
army,  I  have  taken,  and  so  I  believe  have  my 
colleagues  in  the  deputation,  a  ^^reat  deal  of 
pains  to  obtain  the  existing  organization  of  the 
French  national  guard ;  and  I  trust,  if  I  am  not 
in  prison,  I  shall  have  an  early  opportunity  of 
submitting  in  detail  to  you,  not  only  my  own 
views,  but  the  views  of  others,  which  you  will 
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justly  estimate,  upon  that  subject.  I  can  only 
say  generallj  at  the  present  moment,  that  I 
think  it  necessary  that  in  each  district  of  Ire- 
land there  should  be  discovered  a  list  of  those 
who  are  willing,  in  the  face  of  day,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  authorities,  to  indicate,  if  it  be 
necessary,  to  Sir  George  Grey  or  Lord  Claren- 
don, their  intention,  should  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  require  it,  to  appear  upon  a  given 
day  in  arms.     (Cheers.) 

There  is  another  portion  of  national  policy 
I  was  about  to  forget  I  hold  in  my 
hand  the  flag  which  once  was  honoured  by 
being  carried  by  those  noble  men,  who 
won  for  this  country  that  legislative  inde- 
pendence of  which  we  were  afterwards  so 
shamefully  defrauded.  A  more  inestimable 
present  could  not  have  been  made  to  me  than 
tbat  which  has  been  made  to  me  to-night  by  the 
gentleman  who  has  presented  me  with  this  flag ; 
and  although  I  may,  perhaps,  within  a  few  da}  s 
be  confined  within  the  walls  of  a  gaol— (cries  of 
*  Never,  never  *) — I  assure  you  I  have  a  very 
sincere  conviction  that  this  flag  will  be  the  flag 
of  a  regiment  of  volunteers  in  your  city — of  a 
regiment  of  the  volunteers  of  1848.  Now,  I 
confess  I  have  not  as  yet  had  much  opportunity 
of  practising  military  exercises  ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  do  not  acknowledge  that  there  is 
any  thing  tbat  any  individual  in  this  assembly 
is  disposed  to  do  that  I  am  not  disposed  to  par- 
ticipate in ;  and,  commencing  with  my  functions 
as  a  private  in  the  volunteers,  I  trust  I  may 
expect,  if  I  should  enjoy  the  confidence  and 
good-will  of  my  comrades,  to  be  placed  in  a 
position  of  command  in  a  regiment  of  which 
this  flag  shall  be  the  standard.'' 

Blackbitrne,  L.C.J. :  Are  there  many 
more  pages  P — There  aretwenty-five  more, 
my  lord. 

How  many  have  you  read? — Thirty, 
my  lord. 

After  some  diBcnssion  the  rest  of  the 
speech,  which  was  as  follows,  was  taken  as 
read  for  the  Crown.  It  contained  the  fol- 
lowing passage — 

"I  would  strennonsly  and  earnestly  sup- 
plicate that  all  who  are  engaged  in  this 
effort  with  us  should  abstain 'from  entering 
into  secret  societies.  I  think  tbat  history 
tells  us  that  secret  organizations  have  almost 
always  failed.  They  place  the  destinies  of 
the  country  at  the  disposal  of  any  traitor  who 
may  be  disposed  to  enter;  and,  under  the 
present 'circumstances  of  the  country,  however 
much  we  may  confide  in  each  other — and  no 
nian  more  than  I  would  endeavour  to  inculcate 
the  spirit  of  confidence  in  each  other — jet,  it  is 
impossible  to  say  how  fiur  the  Government  may 
place,  in  the  different  secret  societies  in  Ireland, 
some  person  whose  duty  it  will  be  first  of  all  to 
instigate  to  crime,  and  then  to  betray  his 
deluded  victims.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  do  not  require  it.  I 
believe  that  a  manly  and  open  effort  of  this 
nation,  if  there  be  such  a  thing  as  national 
spirit  in  this  land,  is  enough  to  achieve  our 
liberty.  For  my  own  part,  I  will  never  be  a 
party  to  any  proceeding  which  I  should  not  be 


prepared  eveiywhere  to  justify — (cheers) — and 
therefore  it  is  I  give  my  unaffected  but  very 
humble  advice  to  all  who  hear  me,  and  all 
whom  you  can  influence,  to  abstain  from  enter- 
ing into  any  of  these  secret  associations." 

Mr.  Meagher  and  Mr.  Mitck^^ere  pre- 
sent at  the  meeting. 

Solicitor- General  {to  the  witness):  Now 
will  yon  turn  to  the  19th  July — The  Irish 
League  Meeting. 

Whiteside:  Don't  call  it  "The  Irish 
League.** 

Solicitor' General :  I  will  proyo  that  I 
am  only  calling  it  what  you  call  it  your- 
selves.  ' 

Witness :  ** Meeting  of  tho  Irish  League, 
Music  Hull,  19th  July,  1848.** 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. ;  Was  there  any 
difference  between  the  Irish  Confedera- 
tion and  the  Irish  League  P — A  very  great 
one,  my  lord. 

The  witness  read  the  speech,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Mr.  Smith  0*Brien.— Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
been  honoured  by  a  request  that  I  should  pro- 
pose as  members  of  the  Irish  League  the 
reverend  gentlemen  whose  names  I  am  about 
to  read— the  Kev.  Richard  Ennis,  the  Rev. 
Charles  Grady,  and  John  Martin  of  the  City 
Quay.  I  have  also  been  requested  by  Mr.  John 
O'Neill,  of  Cork  Street,  to  move  that  he  be  ad- 
mitted a  member. 

**  And  now,  gentlemen,  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  I  had  during  the  last  fortnight, 
experienced  about  as  intense  excitement  as  an 
individual  is  capable  of  receiving,  from  meeting 
large  popular  assemblages  in  which  he  has  the 
good  fortune  to  be  greeted  with  the  enthusiasm 
of  a  hearty  welcome ;  but  you  have  outdone  to- 
night all  that  I  have  witnessed  during  my  recent 
excursion.  It  may  be  satisfactory,  however,  to 
you  to  know  tbat  your  feelings  are  shared  by 
men  in  the  most  remote  parts  of  this  island.  It 
is  now  a  fortnight  since  I  It-ft  home,  and  duriDg 
that  period  I  have  vi^ited  the  coimty  of  Kerry, 
and  the  western  portion  of  the  county  of  Cork ; 
and  I  have  found  in  those  remote  regions  as 
intense  an  ardour,  as  patriotic  a  devotion,  as 
that  which  I  witness  here  to-night.  Shall  I  add 
as  stem  a  determination  P  I  am  authorized  to 
communicate  to  the  people  of  Dublin  that  the 
men  who  dwell  in  that  portion  of  Ireland  which 
has  suffered  perhaps  more  than  any  other  from 
the  disastrous  effects  of  misgovemment  acting 
upon  a  visitation  from  Providence— I  mean  the 
district  about  Bantry — that  the  men  of  the  west 
of  the  county  of  Cork  are  prepared  to  cooperate 
with  you  in  every  endeavour  you  may  undertake. 
At  Berehaven,  the  nearest  point  to  America,  I 
received  similar  assurances.  At  Bantry,  at 
Macroom,  at  Killarney — in  short,  wherever  I 
passed,  there  appeared  to  be  but  one  unanimous 
feeling  tbat  the  time  was  come  when  one  great 
and  simultaneous  effort  was  to  be  made  by  the 
Irish  nation  to  accomplish  its  freedom.  I  hope 
you  have  read  an  account  of  the  proceedings  at 
Cork.  They  call  it  a  review  of  my  troops ;  but 
I  am  happy  to  assure  }*ou  that  I  met  two  tbou- 
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sand  men  as  well  arrajAd,  as  capable  of  efficient 
acUon,  as  anj  troops  in  her  Majesty's  service ; 
and  I  met  at  least  ten  thousand  able-bodied  men 
who  promised  to  support  and  sympathize  with 
them.  Observe,  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  of  the 
troops  in  her  Majesty's  service  as  opposed  to  the 
men  whom  I  met  in  Cork.  I  have  had  the  satis- 
faction of  being  welcomed  by  many  of  my  coun- 
trymen who  wear  red  coats  also,  during  this  ex- 
cnrsion. 

**  And  now,  gentlemen,  I  have  just  returned 
this  very  day  from  an  excursion  into  the  county 
of  Meath.  On  Monday  Inst  I  had  the  iileasure 
of  meeting  a  very  large  assemblage  of  the  citizens 
of  Drogbeda — an  assemblage  comprising  all 
classes  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  and  in- 
dividuals belonging  to  all  creeds ;  for  Drogbeda 
has  the  good  fortuue  of  presenting  the  example 
to  the  rest  of  Ireland  of  being  the  town  in  which 
religious  differences  no  longer  produce  any  differ- 
ence in  political  opinions.  I  am  authorized  on 
behalf  of  the  people  of  Drogbeda  to  tell  you  that 
whenever  }0u  call  for  their  co*  operation,  that 
co-operation  shall  not  be  withheld.  From  Drog- 
beda I  proceeded  to  Navan,  and  1  was  introduced 
into  the  town  of  Navan  by  as  well-organized  a 
club  as  any  in  the  kingdom,  or  rather  by  two 
clubs  numbering  about  five  hundred  men.  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  in  the  vicinity  of 
Tara  a  very  large  multitude  at  Navan,  who  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  animated  by  all  the  enthusiasm 
which  was  exhibited  at  that  glorious  epoch  in 
1848,  when  the  Irish  nation  as  it  were  assembled 
on  the  hill  of  Tara.  From  Navan  I  proceeded 
to  the  ancient  city  of  Trim ;  and  there,  too,  I  had 
the  satisfaction  of  mct'ting  an  extremely  well- 
organized  club.  I  therefore  have  the  advantage 
of  coming  to  meet  you  with  the  assurance  that 
you  are  not  alone  in  this  great  movement.  Ami 
now  you  must  not  expect  to  hear  from  me  any 
exciting  topics  here  to-night.  I  am  fully  re- 
solved not  to  bring  myself,  if  it  be  possible, 
within  the  operation  of  the  Felony  Act.  1  owe 
it  also  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  entered  into 
association  with  us  to  fulfil  the  pledge,  by  which 
I  consider  myself  bound,  on  entering  this  Irish 
league,  that  we  will,  until  we  find  all  constitu- 
tional methods  exhausted,  through  the  agency  of 
this  league  unite  with  them  in  constitutional 
efforts. 

"  Now  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  re-argue 
this  question  of  repeal.  There  is  not  ou^  of  you 
that  has  not  had,  during  many  years,  abundant 
opportunities  of  listening  day  after  day  to  argu- 
ments which  have  fully  convinced  your  minds  as 
to  the  necessity  of  seeking  for  this  country  the 
power  of  domestic  legislation  and  self-govern- 
ment. But  if  I  wanted  arguments  derived  from 
the  current  course  of  events,  I  should  find  them 
abundantly  in  the  proceedings  of  the  present 
session.  What  do  we  see  ?  These  Whigs,  when 
they  were  suppliants  for  power — when  they 
sought  to  obtain  your  suffrages,  and  the  aid  of 
your'  parliamentary  assistance,  in  order  to  row 
them  into  office,  they  were  lai^e  in  their  promises 
of  remedial  measures  which  they  designed  for 
Ireland.  What  has  been  their  fulfilment  of  these 
promises?  We  cannot  forget  the  disastrous 
events  of  last  year— the  year  *47.  But  look  to 
their  conduct  during  the  present  session.    They 


were  invited,  almost  unanimously  by  the  Irish 
members,  to  take  into  consideration  the  question 
of  the  poor  law,  with  the  view  to  see  whether  a 
more  efficient  system  could  not  be  established, 
on  the  one  hand,  for  relieving  the  necessities  of 
the  poor,  by  employing  in  a  profitable  manner  the 
population  of  the  country  ;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
protecting  as  it  were,  property  from  the  enormous 
pressure  of  the  poor  rates  which  are  now  squan- 
dered without  result.  That  appeal,  by  the  over- 
whelming influence  of  British  majorities,  they  set 
at  nought  and  overruled. 

"  They  have  deluded  us  indeed  with  the  promise 
of  a  franchise  bill.  Then,  again,  with  respect  to 
tenant-right,  they  bring  in  a  bill  professedly  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  to  the  tenant  his  just 
rights.  And  what  is  the  operation  of  that  bill — 
which,  by  the  way,  has  gone  to  sleep  in  a  com- 
mittee—  shelved  in  a  committee?  1  say  the 
effect  of  that  law  proposed  by  them  would  be  to 
filch  away  from  the  Protestant  and  Catholic 
tenantry  of  Ulster  that  tenant-right  which  they 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  considering  as  their 
property.    These  are  their  remedial  measures. 

**  But  what  are  the  substantial  enactmento 
which  they  have  placed  on  the  statute  book? 
Nothing  but  measures  of  coercion.  Under  the 
pretext  afforded  them — alas !  I  regret  that  I  am 
compelled  to  confess  a  pretext  was  afforded  to 
them — by  casual  murders  that  took  place  in  two 
counties  in  Ireland,  they  obtained  a  power  of 
disarming  the  population.  That  power  they  are 
now  applying,  not  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing 
outrage  and  murder,  but  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
priving the  Irish  people  of  that  constitutional 
right  which  we  are  taught  ought  to  belong  to 
the  freemen  of  every  land,  the  right  to  bear 
arms.  Within  the  last  twenty-four  hours  we 
have  had  occasion  to  obsen-e  that  even  this 
city,  in  which  such  a  thing  as  an  outrage  of  the 
character  which  this  measure  was  designed  to 
suppress  never  has  occurred,  or  any  outrage 
— that  this  city  is  about  to  be  placed  under  the 
operation  of  those  enactments.  And  now,  gentle- 
men, I  do  not  here  in  this  league  feel  myself 
called  upon  to  express  to  you  my  opinion  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  you  ought  to  treat  that  Pro- 
clamation (a)  I  believe  the  most  of  you  know  very 
well  what  is  your  interest,  and  what  is  your 
daty.  I  apprehend  that  the  effort  to  disarm  the 
population  of  Dublin  will  not  be  found  very 
succensful ;  but  I  do — whilst  I  do  not  invite  you 
to  give  facilities  to  the  police  for  invading  the 
privacy  of  your  homes — I  do  upon  my  own 
part,  and  I  must  say  upon  the  part  of  some  of 
your  most  trusted  friends,  request  that  you  will 
not  make  that  proclamation  the  occasion  of  a 
general  collision. 

'*  Another  of  their  enactments  during  the  pre- 
sent session  has  been  the  Felony  Act,  as  it  is 
called— the  Gagging  Act — an  Act  which  enables 
the  Government  to  transport  beyond  the  seas 
men  who  shall  by  advised  writing  or  speaking 
endeavour  to  maintain  the  rights  of  their  native 
land  ;  and  under  that  enactment  we  now  see  in 
the  dungeons  of  Dublin,  four  of  the  ablest  and 

(a)  On  July  18  the  Lord  Lieutenant  issued  a 
Proclamation  putting  Dublin  under  the  operation 
of  the  Arms  Act,  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  2. 
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most  virtuous  men  in  this  conntir  lyin^  as  pri- 
soners, subjected  to  every  indignity  which  a  bad 
Grovernment  can  inflict.  Gentlemen,  for  these 
men  I  claim  your  sympathy.  And  now  I  feel 
myself  >igain  somewhat  fettered,  and  my  lips 
closed  as  to  the  advice  I  oaght  to  give ;  but  I 
call  upon  you  deeply  to  consider  what  ought  to 
be  the  conduct  of  the  Irish  nation  with  reference 
to  the  trial  of  those  men.  I  trust  we  shall  not 
allow  in  this  country  such  scenes  to  be  again 
enacted  as  those  which  took  place  during  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Mitchel.  I  trust  there  will  be  an 
unanimous  determination  throughout  this  land 
that  these  men  shall  not  be  subjected  to  the 
same  jugglery  of  injustice;  and  that  men  who 
have  been,  af^er  all,  but  exponents  of  the  senti- 
ments which  every  man  amongst  you  feels — who 
have  done  nothing  but  that  which  every  patriotic 
and  virtuous  man  ought  to  do  for  his  country — 
that  if  these  men  shall  fall,  the  Irish  nation  is 
prepared  to  suffer  with  them.  This  will  be  a 
very  important  consideration  in  every  public 
assemblage  which  will  be  held  in  Ireland  during 
the  next  three  weeks.  I  will  not  venture  to 
anticipate  what  will  be  the  result  of  that  deci- 
sion; but  I  invite  my  countrymen  to  consider 
what  is  the  line  of  conduct  that  befits  them  as 
men  strugglinp^  to  be  free,  as  men  who  have  a 
generous  spint  in  their  bosoms.  I  am,  how- 
ever, bound  to  say  to  the  Government,  tlmt  this 
is  an  occasion  upon  which  a  solemn  warning 
will  not  be  misplaced ;  and  I  speak  my  own  in- 
dividual opinion  when  I  tell  them  that  it  is 
my  firm  belief  that,  if  those  men  should  be 
transported,  or  if  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  transport  those  men,  the  funds,  within  one 
week  after  such  transportation,  will  be  twenty 
per  cent,  below  their  present  price.  This  is  a 
consideration  for  the  f undholders  of  England. 

*•  Now,  geotlemen,  there  are  many  topics  up- 
on which  I  would  wish  to  address  you  with  free- 
dom, but  I  feel  that  we  are  now  making  a  great 
experiment  in  which  we  must  keep  faith  with 
those  who  have  entered  this  association.  I  see 
many  men  before  me  eminently  to  be  respected, 
whose  opinions  deserve  all  the  attention  which 
the  weight  of  experience,  and  position,  and 
virtue,  and  patriotism  can  give>  They  came  here 
to  co-operate  with  us,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  any  sanguinary  revolution,  but  they 
came  here  to  see  by  a  last  experiment  what  may 
be  the  power  obtained  by  concentring  into  one 
focus  the  whole  will  of  the  Irish  nation.  I  am 
happy  to  see  here  to-night  the  representatives 
of  the  citizens  of  Kilkenny.  I  am  happy  to 
be  able  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  accession 
of  a  very  considerable  number  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  of  this  country ;  and  I  am  still 
more  happy  to  tell  you  that  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  we  shall,  before  long,  'have  the 
accession  of  still  greater  numbers  from  that 
body.  I  believe  I  am  at  liberty  to  state  to  you, 
that  I  had  to  day  a  long  conversation  with  one 
of  the  most  eminent  Catholic  bishops  of  this 
kingdom,  I  mean  Dr.  Maginn,  of  Londtmderry. 
I  believe  there  is  no  man  among  you  entertains 
sounder  doctrines,  with  respect  to  the  rights  of 
the  people,  than  he  does ;  but  he  feels  that,  as 
a  oler^rman,  it  is  his  duty  to  forbear  from  en- 
tering into  any  association  which  is  formed  for 


purposes  other  than  of  constitutional  action. 
And  I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  that  revered 
prelate — so  eminent  for  his  virtues — so  eminent 
for  his  distinguished  talents — so  eminent  for  his 
great  influence  throughout  this  land— I  believe 
it  is  his  intention,  proWded  you  pledge  your- 
selves, as  has  already  been  done  to-night  by  the 
resolution  submitted  by  Dr.  Cane,  to  a  course 
of  constitutional  action,  not  only  to  present  his 
own  subscription,  but  to  send  in  the  adhesion 
and  subscription  of  all  his  clergy. 

On  the  other  hand,  let  it  not  be  supposed  that 
any  man  in  joining  this  association  is  called  upon 
to  enter  into  any  pledge  that  he  will  forego  his 
rights  of  manhood.  For  my  part  I  confess,  though 
I  am  of  a  peaceable  disposition,  that  I  should 
not  have  been  a  party  to  the  formation  of  this 
league,  if  I  felt  myself  in  any  degree  whatsoever 
fettered  in  regard  to  any  ultimate  contingencies 
that  may  arise  in  vindicating  the  honour  and 
the  rights  of  this  country.  But  I  am  contented 
to  act  in  the  League  with  those  men  who  are 
desirous  to  try  every  experiment  that  can  be 
made  of  another  character ;  and  believing  that 
those  men,  if  the  hour  of  trial  did  come,  would 
be  as  resolute  as  the  noisiest  declaimer  amongst 
us,  possibly  that  they  would  be  more  ready  than 
many  of  us  who  speak  very  largely  about  what 
we  intend  to  do,  to  place  themselves  in  the  fore- 
most position  of  danger — I  say,  I  enter  frankly 
and  cordially  into  co-operation  with  those  men. 
Now,  let  it  not  be  supposed  that  any  thing  I  say 
to-night  here  has  a  tendency  to  discourage  the 
formation  of  clubs.  Upon  that  point  we  are 
each  of  us  at  liberty  to  entertain  our  opinions 
in  this  League.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
League  think  it  inexpedient  to  encourage  the 
formation  of  clubs.  That  is  not  my  opinion. 
I  believe  that  the  position  of  this  country  would 
be  infinitely  safer  than  it  is  at  the  present  mo- 
ment if  there  was  a  club  in  every  parish  in  Ire* 
land.  I  believe  that  there  is  no  more  secure 
method  of  obtaining  the  respect  of  those  to 
whom  you  are  opposed,  than  to  place  yourselves 
in  a  position  to  be  able  to  dispense  with  their 
favours  and  to  defy  their  menaces.  Therefore 
it  is  I  witnessed,  with  the  greatest  possible  satis- 
faction,  the  formation  of  clubs  throughout  the 
country.  There  are  some  parts  adjacent  to 
Dublin,  where  the  organization  is  not  yet  per- 
fected ;  and  I  invite  each  of  you,  speaking  in  my 
own  name  alone,  not  on  behalf  of  the  League^ 
to  assist  in  perfecting  that  organization.  ^  Bat, 
gentlemen,  this  pledge  we  have  made,  and  at  my 
suggestion,  to  those  who  have  entered  into  co- 
operation with  us,  that  these  clubs  shall  be  in- 
dependent bodies,  and  that  the  League  shall  not 
be  held  responsible  for  their  actions.  I  believe 
that  every  thing  that  is  necessary  to  be  done 
through  the  agencies  of  the  clubs,  may  be  done 
by  them  as  bodies  entirely  independent  of  this 
association.  If  we  were  to  affiliate  all  the  clubs 
of  Ireland  with  this  League,  the  effect  would  be 
that  the  League  would  be  held  morally  and 
legally  responsible  for  any  imprudent  acts  that 
might  be  committed  by  any  of  those  clubs  ;  and 
I  believe  that  our  central  organization  here  will 
be  infinitely  more  potential  if  it  is  exempt  from 
such  liabilities  ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  I  do 
imagine  that  the  efficiency  of  the  clubs  will  not 
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be  in  any  degree  impaired  by  standing  as  they 

now  stand,  as  independent  bodies 

I  have  proposed,  and  with  success,  that  the  next 
meeting  of  the  League  should  be  held  at  Kil- 
kenny.   Kilkenny  was  the  first  town  to  declare 
in  favour  of  an  union  of  all  Irishmen.    There- 
fore, I  think  wo  owe  them  the  compliment  ot 
going  down,  and  carrying  down  with  us  as  many 
of  the  citizens  of  Dubhn  as  can  conyeniently 
attend  at  Kilkenny,  for  the  purpose  of  recipro- 
cating the  compliment  which  the  gentlemen  who 
appear  here  to-night  have  done  us  in  appearing 
in  such  numbers ;  and  also  for  the  purpose  of 
consalting  the  people  of  Kilkenny  as  to  their 
opinions  with  respect  to  those  important  ques- 
tions of  national  policy  which  cannot  but,  in  a 
short  time,  fail  to  present  themselves  for  their 
adjudicatipn.    I  frankly  tell  you  that  the  lan- 
guage I  should  hold  to  the  British  government, 
so  far  as  I  could  speak  in  your  name,  depends 
very  much  on  the  spirit  which  is  evinced  by  the 
Irish  people.    That  which  would  be  a  mere  idle 
menace,  or  still  more  idle  boast,  if  spoken  as  an 
individual,  if  it  be  enunciated  on  the  part  of 
a  great  nation  as  the  indication  of  its  determina- 
tion and  of  its  will,  becomes  no  longer  mere  idle 
verbiage,  but  becomes  the  predecessor  of  action. 
And  believe  me,  that  if  any  trying  times  should 
arise,  as  I  am  afraid  Lord  Clarendon  is  deter- 
mined trying  times  shall  arise  at  no  distant 
period,  believe  me,  gentlemen,  that  you  will 
come  back  to  Dublin  in  a  very  different  spirit 
to  that  which  you  entertain  to-night,  buoyant  as 
yon  are  with  enthusiasm,  if  you  are  assured  that 
a  hundred  thousand  men  from  Kilkenny,  Garlow, 
and  Tipperary  are  ready  to  walk  up  to  Dublin 
whenever  you  wish  it.    The  resolution  I  have 
to  propose  is — 'That  the  arrangements  entered 
into  at  the  late  conference  of  repealers,  requires 
that  the  repeal  clubs  should  be  totally  inde- 
pendent of  the  League ;  that  this  must  not  be 
understood  to  imply  any  disapprobation  of  local 
repeal  clubs  under  proper  management.'  ** 

That  is  the  whole  of  that  speech. 

Solicitor-General:  Now  are  you  able  to 
state  whether  you  attended  a  meeting  of 
the  Confederation  on  the  6th  of  Jnne  ? — 
I  recollect  that  I  did. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Meagher  there  that 
night  ?— I  did. 

Was  Mr.  O'Brien  there  P— No. 

I  now  propose  that  the  witness  state 
to  the  Court,  and  Jury  the  speech  that 
was  made  by  Mr.  Meagher  on  that  occa- 
sion. 

WhHeaide :  That  is  totally  out  of  the 
qnestioD. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  Mr.  Solicitor,  this 
IB,  at  all  eyonts,  premature  ;  there  are  not 
sufficient  grounds  to  let  this  in  at  present. 

Solicitor'Qeneral :  We  mean  to  connect 
it  with  further  evidence  before  we  make 
it  admissihle. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside. 

Now,  Mr.  Hodges,  you  are  an  experi- 
enced reporter  ?— ^I  will  not  say  that. 

Oh,  yes,  but  we  all  know  that  you  are. 
I  beliere  that  you  are  the  best  in  your 
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profession  ? — ^That  is  a  question  I  will  not 
answer. 

If  you  were  to  listen  to  a  speech  made 
in  this  court  to-day,  could  you  report  it 
out  of  court,  not  having  made  a  note  at  the 
time,  this  day  month  P— Not  having  made 
a  note  of  it,  I  could  not. 

It  would  be  a  tissue  of  mistakes  and 
blunders?— It  would,  if  reported  from 
memory  at  the  end  of  a  month. 

Now,  Mr.  Hodges,  you  are  experienced, 
I  believe,  in  reporting  the  agitation 
speeches  of  this  country  P— I  have  had 
some  experience. 

Did  yon  hear  all  the  speeches  made  by 
the  late  Mr.  O'OonneW  .^— I  think  nearly 
all  he  made  during  the  latter  period  of 
his  life. 

Those  which  yon  have  now  read  are 
tame,  indeed,  compared  with  what  you 
reported  of  Mr.  O'ConnelVs  ? 

SolUitor-G&neral :  That,  you  know,  is 
not  evidence. 

IWitness  stated  that  he  had  given  evi- 
dence of  the  speech  of  March  15  at  the 
trial  for  sedition,  (a)  and  that  the  jury 
had  disagreed.] 

When  in  England  does  sedition  grow 
into  treason  P--I  am  not  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  sedition  in  England. 

I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  this 
body,  called  the  Confederation,  was  dis- 
solved before  tiiis,  and  the  League  was  the 
result? — I  never  knew  any  formal  dis- 
solution of  the  Confederation  to  take 
place. 

But  it  was  amalgamated  with  the 
League  P — Yes,  undoubtedly. 

Was  not  the  first  meeting  of  the  League 
about  the  6th  of  July  P— I  believe  it  was 
on  the  10th  of  July. 

Blackbubke,  L.C.J. :  Were  yon  there 
yourself? — No,  my  lord. 

Wliiteside:  What  was  the  second?— 
The  19fch. 

Don't  you  know  that  the  rules  for  the 
conduct  of  that  society  were  framed  by 
Sir  Colman  O'Loghlen?—!  don't  know 
that  fact. 

You.  have  heard  the  words  **  consti- 
tutional agitation"  before,  I  suppose? — 
I  have  heard  tbem  frequently. 

Did  you  know  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Mitcheir— I  did. 

Do  you  not  know  that  there  was  a 
violent  dispute  between  Mr.  O'Brien  and 
Mitchel,  and  that  Mitchel  was  expelled 
from  the  Confederation  on  Mr.  0*Br%en'8 
motion  P— I  believe  it.  It  is  only  from 
hearsay. 

Are  you  able   to  toll   me,  from  any 

meeting  yon  were  present   at,  whether 

there  was  a  dispute  on  any  political  creed 

Ichel  and  O'Brien  f — I  recollect 


between  Mitchel  i 


(rt)  See  Reg,  v. 
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this  being  Btated  at  one  meeting,  that 
Mr.  Mitchel  and  Mr.  JDevin  Beilly  had 
ceased  to  be  members. 

Was  that  a  meeting  of  the  Confede- 
ration P — It  was.  I  cannot  give  you  the 
date  withont  going  through  my  books  ;  it 
was  after  the  23rd  of  March,  I  can  say 
that. 

Major-General  John  MacDonald — 
Examined  by  Scott, 

Was  in  command  of  a  military  district  in 
Ireland  in  the  beginning  of  August,  1848. 
Spoke  to  seeing  the  prisoner  in  the  Bride- 
well afc  Thurles,  at  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
immediately  after  his  arrest,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  August. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  O'Brien  give  up  any- 
thing? — There  were  papers,  there  were 
keys,  and  a  variety  oi  articles.  Here  is 
a  list  which  was  signed  by  me  immedi-^ 
ately  afterwards.  Those  articles  Mr. 
(fBrien  declined  to  give  to  some  person 
who  was  present  who  seized  upon  them ; 
and  he  asked  whom  he  was  to  give  them 
to.  1  said  that  anything  he  would  deliver 
up  to  me  I  would  faithfully  account  for. 
Some  person  mentioned  that  I  waa  G^eneral 
MacDonald,  and  Mr.  O'Brien  then  said  he 
would  give  me  everything.  There  was  a 
handkerchief  spread  upon  the  table,  and 
Mr.  O'Brien  deposited  the  articles  therein. 
1  took  an  inventory  of  the  articles,  and 
addressed  them  to  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State,  and  delivered  them  over  to  Captain 
Emans  of  the  4lBt. 

What  was  done  with  the  keys  which 
you  got  from  Mr.  O'Brien  f  Were  they 
in  the  parcel  P — They  were,  for  I  recollect 
them  slipping  out  two  or  three  times. 

Did  you  at  all  mark  the  documents  that 
you  got  from  Mr.  O'Brien  ? — Every  one  of 
them  that  I  could  mark. 

Now,  will  you  just  look  at  those  dif- 
ferent documents,  if  you  please,  and  if 
you  are  certain  of  them,  just  state  so. 

Aiiomef\f'Q&neTal :  It  is  right  to  mention 
that  wo  do  not  intend  to  put  the  whole  of 
these  papers  found  on  the  person  of 
Mr.  O'Biten  in  evidence. 

Whiteside:  Ton  will  be  so  good  as  to 
put  them  all  in.  With  great  respect  to 
you,  if  you  rely  upon  the  contents  of  a 
man's  pocket  you  cannot  take  a  part  and 
relv  on  it  without  the  rest. 

Gcott:  Yery  well,  you  shall  have  the 
remainder. 

The  Witness  identified  the  documents. 


Saturday,  September  80,  1848. 

Captain  James  Smans — Examined  by 
Lynch. 

Spoke  to  receiving  from  General  Mac 
Donald  a  parcel  oontainine  the  things 
found  upon  Mr.  O'Brien^  and  to  delivering 


j  it  to  the  Under-Secretary  at  the  Viooregal 

\  Lodge,  Dublin. 

John  Oore  /ohm— Examined  by  Sausse. 

\     A    Resident  Magistrate    stationed    at 

I  Thurles  in  the  month  of  Auguflt  last. 
Recollected  the  night  when  Mr.  O'Brien 
was  arrested.     Saw  him  in  the  Bridewell 

I  at  Thurles.    His  appearance  was  that  of 

I  a  person  wearied  and  tired,  as  if  he  had 
undergone  great  fatigue.    Got  two  letters 

!  from  Mr.  O'Brien,      One   was  for  Mrs. 

i  O^Brim,  and  the  other  for  Mrs.  Doheny. 

I  What  did  you  do  with  the  letter  that 
he  directed  you  to  send  to  Mrs.  Doheny? — 
I  transmitted  it  to  Mr.  Com,  the  Snb- 
Inspector  at  Cashel,  where  Mrs.  Doheny 
resided. 

Did  he  say  anything  about  a  portman- 
teau P — He  told  me  it  was  in  the  keeping 
of  Mrs.  Doheny.  Heusked  me  if  I  could 
get  it  for  him.  I  said  I  would  do  so  with 
great  pleasure,  if  he  would  tell  me  where 
it  was.  I  told  him  that  my  messengers 
must  of  necessity  be  police,  and  Mrs. 
Doheny  would  not  give  the  portmanteau 
to  them  unless  he  wrote  for  it. 

Well,  what  did  he  say  or  do  on 
your  giving  him  that  answer  P — I  also 
told  ifir.  O'Brien  that  anything  he  wrote 
must  be  read  by  me  before  I  could  trans- 
mit it.  Then  Mr.  O'Brien  wrote  the 
letter,  which  I  have  already  stated  I 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Cox. 

Did  you  receive  anything  from  Mr.  Cox 
subseauently  P — I  received  the  portman- 
teau about  three  o'clock. 

Now,  what  state  was  the  portmanteau 
in  when  you  received  it  P — It  w^as  a  very 
large  portmanteau  with  straps,  and  the 
straps  were  all  carefully  fastened. 
ELad  it  a  lock  P— I  did  not  examine  it. 
What  did  you  do  with  that  portmanteau  P 
— I  gave  it  in  charge  to  a  Mr.  BagnaU,  an 
engineer,  about  an  hour  and  a  half  after 
I  got  it. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside. 

I     You  are  a  stipendiary  magistrate  P — I 
am. 
You  always  keep  your  word  P — ^I  do. 
Mr.  O'Brien  was  your  prisoner  at  this 
timeP — Yes;    he  was  a  prisoner  in  the 
Bridewell. 

And  when  he  said  he  wished  to  have 
his  portmanteau,  you  undertook  to  get  it 
for  him  P — I  did. 

Did  you  tell  him  you  would  prove  on 
the  trial  against  him  anything  he  said  to 

'  you  while  in  your  custody  if  he  was  pro- 
secuted ? — No,  1  did  not. 

Did  yon,  instead  of  sending  that  port* 
manteau  to  him  as  you  promised,  pack  it 
up  and  send  it  to  the  Under-Secretary  of 
State  in  Dublin  P — I  sent  it  through  the 
channel  L  conceived  I  ought  to  send  it  to 
him. 
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Did  you  tell  Mr.  O'Brien,  when  you 
said  you  would  get  his  portmanteau  with 
pleasure,  the  way  you  would  get  it  would 
be  to  pack  it  up  and  send  it  to  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  ?— No. 

Did  you  tell  him  that  you  would  put  it 
into  the  hands  of  the  police,  and  have  the 
papers  examined  ? — I  did  not  know  what 
was  in  it. 

And  you  sent  it  up  to  the  Under-Secre- 
tary the  next  morning  p — ^I  did. 

Did  you  gi^e  a  aistinct  engagement 
that  Mr.  O'Brien  should  receive  his  port- 
manteau, accompanying  your  assurance 
with  every  demonstration  of  courtesy; 
and  on  the  faith  of  that  assurance  did  you 
get  from  him  a  letter  P  —Yes. 

And  you  sent  the  letter  by  the  police  P 
—I  did. 

And  you  kept  your  word.  You  may 
go  down. 

Sub-Inspector  Joseph  Cox — Examined  by 
the  Attorney 'O&rier ah 

Sub-Inspector  of  police  at  Cashel. 
Staled  that  on  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
the  last  witness  he  obtained  the  prisoner's 
portmanteau  from  John  Norton,  a  builder, 
in  Cashel,  and  afterwards  sent  the  pri- 
soner's letter  to  Mrs.  Doheny.  Tho  port- 
manteau was  locked. 

Cross-examined  by  Fitzgerald. 

You  did  not  go  for  this  portmanteau 
yourself? — 'No. 

Who  was  it  you  sent  for  the  portman- 
teau P — ^I  sent  Norton  for  it. 

Constable  Michael  Mulgrew  and  Charles 
JEdward  Ba^nall  spoke  to  conveying  the 
portmanteau,  unopened,  to  Mr.  Bediyigton, 
the  Under  Secretary,  at  his  lodge,  in  the 
PhcQuix  Park,  Dublin. 

l^omas  Henry  Burkeia) — Examined  by 
Lynch. 

Extra  clerk  in  the  Chief  Secretary's 
office.  Spoke  to  seeing  the  portmanteau 
delivered  to  Mr.  Bedington  by  Bagnall  on 
the  evening  of  Sunday,  August  6,  and  to 
going  to  the  Castle  and  getting  a  little 
parcel  in  Mr.  Bedington's  office,  from  a 
desk  tho  key  of  which  Mr.  Bedington  had 
given  him. 

Did  Mr.  Bedington,  in  your  presence, 
take  anything  out  of  the  parcel  P — A  bunch 
of  keys.  He  gave  them  to  me,  and  I 
opened  the  trunk  with  a  key  from  the 
bunch. 

Can  you  tell  me  what  were  the  contents 
of  that  portmanteau  P — There  were  several 
papers,  books,  and  there  were  clothes. 

Now,  did  yon  mark  any  of  the  papers 
that  you  so  took  out  P — I  did  mark  some 

(a)  Afterwards  Under-Secretary,  mardered 
wiUi  Lord  Frederick  Cavendish  in  the  Phoenix 
Park,  1882. 


of  them  at  the  time,  the  others  three  or 
four  days  afterwards. 

Were  those  three  documents  amongst 
those  that  you  found  in  that  trunk  {Jiand' 
ing  three  documents  to  the  witness)  P — Yes. 

Hand  them  in.  (The  witness  handed 
thetn  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crovm.) 

[Took  the  portmanteau  with  the  clothes 
to  Kilmainham  the  same  night,  and  gave 
it  to  the  deputy-governor.l 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside. 

You  are  an  extra  clerk  in  the  Secretary's 
office  P — I  am. 

The  Secretary  is  living  P — Yes. 

I  suppose  you  saw  him  yesterday  P — I 
did  not. 

The  day  before  P— No. 

You  would  not  speak  to  him  now  P — I 
would  if  I  saw  him. 

Where  is  Mr.  Bedington,  on  your  oath  P 
— I  suppose  he  is  in  DubliD. 

Do  you  not  know  that  there  was  a  cor- 
respondence between  Mr.  O'Brien,  and 
him  P— No. 

Do  you  not  know  that  he  will  not  come 
here  on  this  trial  P— I  do  not  know  whether 
he  will  or  not ;  I  cannot  say  that  he  is 
summoned  at  present. 

Do  you  believe  he  will  come  P — I  do  not 
believe  he  will  come. 

No  more  do  I.  I  agree  with  you.  Now 
listen  to  me — he  kept  the  key  of  this  little 
desk  he  sent  you  to  P — He  did. 

Those  keys  were  in  his  custody,  not 
yours  P — They  were. 

You  don't  know  how  long  ? — No. 

He  told  you  to  go  down  to  the  Castle, 
and  you,  as  an  obedient  extra,  went  P — I 
did. 

What  he  had  been  doing  with  them 
before  that  you  do  not  know? — No. 

This  portmanteau  had  been  left  lying 
in  the  hall  of  the  lodge  P — ^Yes. 

Have  you  any  domestics  in  that  estab- 
lishment ?— We  have. 

How  manyP — ^We  havo,  I  think,  four 
men  servants ;  I  don't  know  how  many 
maid  servants. 

And  how  many  detectiTes  are  lurking 
outside  P — I  cannot  say  ;  I  never  saw  any* 

When  you  came  back,  you  and  Mr. 
Bedington  examined  the  trunk  in  your 

Sresence  P — No,  I  examined  the  trunk  in 
[r.  Bedington's  presence. 

He  never  touched  one  of  them  P — No. 

Were  there  any  marriage  settlements  or 
title-deeds  P — 1  think  there  were.  I  am 
pretty  certain  there  were  marriage  settle- 
ments there. 

What  did  you  do  with  them  P — T  initialed 
them. 

Where  are  thejr  p — I  gave  them  in  charge 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police. 

Who  is-  he  P— Mr.  O'FerraXl. 
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That  bundle  you  gave  to  him  P— I  gave 
all  the  papers  to  him. 

You  never  gave  back  to  Mr.  O'Brien 
his  title-deeds  P — I  never  gave  back  any 
papers  to  Mr.  O'Brien, 

You  kept  them  P 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  He  does  not  say 
he  kept  them.  Ho  says  he  gave  them  to 
Mr.  O'Ferrcdl 

Whiteside:  You  made  memorandums. 
What  day  was  it  you  examined  the  con- 
tents of  the  trunk  or  portmanteau  P — The 
first  day ;  the  6th  of  August. 

or  course,  you  initialed  what  the  port- 
manteau contained  that  dayP — ^No;  I 
only  initialed  the  papers. 

The  three  documents  produced  you 
initialed  on  the  11th. — On  the  11th. 

During  the  interval  where  were  they  P 
-—They  were  looked  up,  and  I  had  the  key 
in  my  possession. 

You  took  four  days  to  consider,  and 
then  you  noted  them  P — "No. 

You  noted  them  on  the  llth  P — I  noted 
them  when  I  was  told. 

You  did  what  Mr.  Bedington  told  you 
to  do  P— Yes. 

Then  whatever  he  told  you  to  do,  you 
did  P— Yes. 

Bohert  Alison — Examined  by  Sauase. 

Deputy- Governor  of  Kilmainham  caol. 
Spoke  to  receiving  the  portmanteau  irom 
the  last  witness  at  twelve  o'clock  on  the 
Sunday  night,  and  delivering  it  to  the 
prisoner. 

Did  you  get  any  key  with  it  P— The  key 
was  enclosed  in  the  letter  of  in str notions. 

What  did  you  do  with  the  keyP — I 
handed  it  to  Mr.  O'Brien. 

When  you  delivered  it  to  Mr.  O'Brien, 
did  he  say  anything  P — No.  I  told  him  I 
had  got  instructions  to  give  that  trunk 
and  that  key  to  him,  and  he  thanked  me ; 
that  was  all. 

Did  Mr.  O'Brien  keep  that  trunk  after- 
wards  P — ^He  did. 

William  Lowe,  who  had  known  Charles 
0<wan  Buffy  since  1843,  and  managed  the 
printing  of  the  Nation  newspaper,  stated 
that  the  signature  of  *'  0.  O,  Duffy,"  on 
one  of  the  letters  found  in  the  portman- 
teau, to  the  best  of  his  belief,  was  in  Mr. 
Duffy  s  handwriting. 

William  O'Hara — Examined  by  the 
Attomey'OeneraZ, 
.  Stated  that  one  of  the  letters  found  in 
the  portmanteau  was  in  his  handwriting ; 
also,  that  Mr.  Billon,  who  was  married  to 
his  niece,  and  Mr.  Meagher  dined  at  his 
house  near  Dublin  on  the  Saturday  even- 
ing previous  to  the  alleged  outbreak,  and 
were  afterwards  driven  on  his  car  to 
Loughlinstown.  It  was  before  they  went  to 
Mr.  Maher's,  at  Enniscorthy.  Was  aware 
that  they  were  going  down  to  Mr,  O'Brien.  , 


MooBE,  J. :  You  learned  that  from 
them  P— I  did,  my  lord ;  they  told  me  they 
had  just  heard  of  the  Buspension  of  the 
Habeas  Corjpus  Act,  and  that 

Attomey-Chneral :  You  were  not  asked 
about  what  they  told  you,  Mr.  O'Hara, 

Witness :  I  am  obhged  to  explain,  my 
lord,  in  justice  to  the  whole  transaction. 

WHMam  8hermajn,  solicitor,  Waterford, 
proved  that  a  letter  found  in  the  port- 
manteau, and  another  document  not  found 
there,  were  in  the  writing  of  Thomas 
Francis  Meagher, 

A  short  argument  as  to  the  admissi- 
bility of  the  documents  found  in  the  port- 
manteau followed,  but  the  point  was  more 
fully  argued  at  a  later  stage.(a) 

William  FranTdvn,  manager  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Bank,  Limerick,  at  which  the 
prisoner  banked,  deposed  that  the  signa- 
ture of  a  document  marked  A,  was  in  the 
prisoner's  handwriting,  that  the  signature 
of  a  document  marked  B,  "  William  8* 
O'Brien,"  and  the  direction,  *' Thomas 
Matthew  Halpin,  Secretary  of  the  Irish 
National  Confederation,"  were  in  the 
prisoner's  handwriting,  and  that  the  word 
Oahirmoyle  at  the  head  of  a  third  docu- 
ment, marked  0,  was  in  the  prisoner's 
handwriting. 

Bohert  Wdlfole,  inspector  of  police, 
identified  copies  of  the  Dublin  Gazette  of 
July  25,  26, 28, 1848,  and  spoke  to  getting 
the  documents  B  and  G  from  a  policeman 
named  M* Curdy,  during  the  search  of  a 
Mr.  Keeley's  house,  1,  Eustace  Street, 
Dublin,  on  July  27. 

Evan  M' Curdy,  examined  by  Lyneh, 
spoke  to  finding  the  documents  B  and  C 
during  the  search  at  Mr.  Keeley's  house, 
and  giving  them  to  the  last  witness. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside, 

You  are  a  policeman  P — Yes. 

Had  you  any  authority  to  go  to  that 
house  to  search  for  those  papers  P — ^I 
went 

Had  you  any  legal  authority  P — I  had  a 
warrant  to  search  for  arms. 

And  under  the  warrant  to  search  for 
arms  you  got  all  those  papers  P — Yes. 

You  got  them  in  an  open  press  P — ^Yes. 

And  nobody  saw  you  get  tnem  P—  There 
was  nobody  saw  me  get  them. 

You  went  into  the  office,  opened  the 
press,  and  took  out  the  papers  P — Yes. 

Did  you  not  see  a  great  manyP — Oh, 
some  hundreds. 

Were  there  not  a  great  many  letters 
from  Boroan  Catholic  clergymen  P  — I 
cannot  say  that. 

Whom  did  yon  give  them  to  P — I  handed 
them  to  Mr.  Ouy,  the  inspector. 

(a)  See  below,  p.  193. 
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And  those  are  the  only  ones  that  are 
handed  to  you  here  P— These  are  the  only 
two  produced  to  me  here. 

Very  well,  you  may  go  down. 

Ifary  Anne  Keeley  spoke  to  having  seen 
the  papers  removed  by  the  police  from 
her  house  in  Eustace  Street  afc  the  resi- 
dence of  her  brother-in-law,  Halpin,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Irish  OonfederaHon,  at 
9,  D'Olier  Street.  Herself  removed  some 
of  these  papers  from  D'Olier  Street  to 
Eustace  Street,  and  put  them  in  an  open 
Bress  in  the  lobby  whore  they  were  found 
by  thepolice.  Removed  the  papers  be- 
cause Ualpin  and  his  wife  were  going  to 
Dame  Street.  Other  papers  removed 
from  D'Olier  Street  were  found  by  the 
police  in  a  press  below  in  the  shop.  Hal- 
pin  knew  of  the  removal. 

James  Stevenson  Dobbyn — Examined  by 
the  Solicitor-General. 

Where  have  you  resided  for  the  last 
twelve  months  P~In  Dublin. 

Were  you  ever  a  member  of  any  club  in 
Dublin— a  Confederate  Club  P— I  was. 

What  was  the  name  of  that  clubP — 
The  Bed  Hand  Club— a  branch  of  the 
Curran  Club. 

Where  did  the  Bed  Hand  Club  hold  its 
meetings  P — On  Constitution  Hill,  near 
the  Broadstone. 

Where  did  the  Curran  Club,  of  which  it 
was  a  branch,  hold  its  meetings  P — In 
Capel  Street. 

Who  was  the  president  of  the  Curran 
Club? 

Whiteside :  I  object,  my  lord. 

SolicUoT'Oenerat :  I  will  ask  for  no 
declaration  made  at  that  club,  or  that 
branch,  until  I  connect  Mr.  0*Brien 
directly  with  them ;  but  all  I  will  ask  is,  as 
to  the  fact  of  there  being  such  a  president. 

What  business  did  you  follow,  Mr.  Dob- 
hynf — ^Why,  I  have  been  professionally 
an  engineer,  but  latterly  I  have  been  a  law 
clerk  through  a  varicose  vein  in  my  leg. 

Was  there  any  mark  upon  this  house, 
where  the  Bed  Hand  Club  met,  to  dis- 
tinguish itP — There  were  blinds  in  the 
windows  with  a  red  hand  painted  on  them 
and  red  letters. 

Now,  at  the  time  you  joined  the  Bed 
Hand  Olnb  about  how  many  members 
were  there  of  it  P — I  think  on  the  books 
and  on  the  roll  there  wore  about  thirty. 

Now,  are  you  able  to  state  the  number 
in  the  Curran  ClubP— About  the  22nd  of 
July  last  there  were  upwards  of  500 ;  it 
haa  been  two  months  in  organization. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Thomas  Francis 
M^herf—Yes. 

Have  yon  seen  him  either  at  the  Bed 
Hand  or  the  Curran  Club?— At  the 
Curran  Club. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  DiUm  f— Quite  well. 


Whiteside:  My  lords,  with  great  re- 
spect, I  do  not  think  they  can  ask  who 
were  the  members  of  the  clubs.  They 
have  not  proved  that  Mr.  O^Brien  was  a 
member  of  either  of  these  clubs,  or  of  any 
club. 

Solicitor' General :  I  cannot  prove  every- 
thing at  once ;  perhaps  in  three  ques- 
tions more  I  will  bring  your  client,  Mr. 
O'Brien,  directly  in  communication  with 
the  witness  who  is  now  being  examined. 

Whiteside:  Do  you  undertake  that, 
Mr.  Solicitor  ? 

Solicitor' General :  I  am  instructed  I 
cjku.  do  that. 

Whiteside :  Then  I  sit  down ;  I  was  in- 
structed differently. 

Solicitor-General:  Oh,  of  course  you 
were.  You  have  pub  in  a  plea  of  not 
guilty,  and  you  deny  everything. 

Prisoner:  I  call  for  the  protection  of 
the  Court.  My  honour  has  nitherto  been 
unstained,  and  I  will  not  allow  it  to  be 
assailed  here  even  by  a  Solicitor- General. 

DoHERTY,  C.J. :  The  Solicitor- Gene^'oL 
announced  that  he  is  in  progress,  by 
questions,  to  connect  Mr.  &Brien  with 
these  clubs. 

Solicitor- General  (to  the  witness):  Now, 
do  you  remember  the  evening  of  the 
16th  of  July  P— Quite  well. 

Did  you  on  that  eveniug  attend  a  meet- 
ing of  your  own  club,  as  I  call  it — the 
Bed  Hand  Club  P— I  did. 

Do  you  know  where  the  council  of  the 
Confederation  held  their  meetings  P — I  do ; 
in  D'Olier  Street  it  held  its  meeting. 

Do  you  remember  on  the  evening  of 
that  15th  of  July  ^ing  to  attend  a  meet- 
ing of  the  council  in  D'Olier  Street  P — 
Yes. 

Now  when  you  entered  that  place,  did 
you  see  Mr.  0*Brien  there  ? — I  did.  He 
was  setting  at  the  head  of  the  table  ;  Mr. 
Halpin  at  the  lower  end.  About  a 
hundred  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  were 
there. 

How  did  you  get  admittance.  Was 
anything  said  or  done  previous  to  your 
getting  admittance  in  that  room  P — I  had 
been 

Whiteside:  I  object  to  what  took  place 
before  he  got  in. 

Blackbubnb,  L.C.J. :  You  had  better  not 
go  into  these  matters.    He  said  he  got  in. 

Now  was  anything  said  to  you  in 
Mr.  O'Brien's  presence,  or  by  you  to  him, 
or  anyone  there,  as  to  what  brought  yojj 
there  P 

Whiteside :  With  great  respect,  I  sub- 
mit that  that  is  not  sufficient.  If  any 
man  speaks  in  my  presence  I  must  be  in 
such  a  position  not  only  to  hear  him,  but 
I  must  take  part  in  uie  conversation  to 
make  it  evidence  against  me.  A  man 
may  say  I  have  committed  murder ;  that 
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is  uot  evidenco  against  me,  unless  it  is 
addressed  to  myself. 

Solicitor' GeTieral :  Now  after  you  were 
admitted  into  this  room,  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  O'Brien,  tell  the  jury  what  there 
occurred  P — Mr.  0*Brien  was  sitting  at  the 
head  of  the  table  with  a  book  in  his  hand 
in  which  the  clubs  of  Dublin  were  regis- 
tered. 

Whiteside:  Well,  now  I  object. 

SolieOor-General :  Did  he  say  anything 
ftrom  that  book  P — He  called  out  the  name 
of  the  club,  and  the  representatiTe  of  that 
club  answered,  and  Mr.  0  Brien  asked 
what  was  the  number  in  the  club — that 
is,  the  numerical  strength  of  it. 

Now,  was  the  number  of  the  Red  Hand 
Club  called — ^was  your  club  called  P— Not 
that  night. 

Do  you  remember  what  further  occur- 
red there  between  the  representative  and 
Mr.  O'J^rifln.^— Mr.  O'Brien  then  said, 
was  it  organized — that  is,  was  it  divided 
into  sections,  or  sub-sections,  and  was 
there  an  officer  at  the  head  of  each  section. 

Blackbuenb,  L.O.J. :  Were  those  the 
questions  he  asked  P — {No  answer.) 

MooBE,  J. :  Was  that  the  question  he 
asked  P — Yes,  it  was,  my  lord.  Not  less 
than  three  or  four  hours,  three  hours  at 
the  very  least,  were  occupied  in  these  in- 
quiries. There  were  various  members  of 
the  Council  of  the  Confederation  pre- 
sent. Mr.  Doheney  was  not  there ;  Mr. 
Meagher  was  not  there.  This  meeting  was 
to  make  arrangements  for  a  meeting  next 
day,  at  four  o'clock,  near  Kilmainham — 
at  Mr.  Enni8*8  yard. 

How  did  that  appear ;  who  said  that  P 
— I  believe  it  was  a  Mr,  Troughton  who 
introduced  that  place  as  a  fit  place.  It 
was  a  meeting  convened  for  the  purpose 
of  making  an  arrangement  for  tne  next 
day's  meeting,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
satisfied  aa  to  the  numerical  strength  of 
the  dnbsy  as  a  difference  of  opinion 
existed ;  some  said  there  were  five  thou- 
sand, some  ten  thousand,  and  some  three 
thousand  in  these  armed  clubs. 

MooBE,  J. :  WaH  all  that  said  in 
Mr.  O'Brien's  hearing  P — Yes,  my  lord. 

SoUoitor-Oeneral :  Was  it  in  consequence 
of  that  difference  of  statement  that  there 
was  to  be  a  meeting  the  next  day  at 
Ennis*s  yard,  near  Kilmainham  P — I  will 
nut  say  that;  at  all  events,  he  waa 
desirous  of  seeing  them  as  to  their  goodly 
appearance. 

Do  you  recollect  Mr.   O'Brien  saying 
anything  as  to  the  situation  of  Ennis's 
yard  for  the  purpose  P — ^He  asked  were 
the  walls  high,  and  if  there  were  sufficient  [ 
gates  on  it,  in  order  to  prevent  any  per-  I 
son  going  in  except  a  clubbist. 

Now,  you  have  mentioned  that  Mr. 
O'Brien  said  something  about  the  clubs 


being  organized ;  do  you  recollect  whether 
he  made  any  other  observation  with  respect 
to  the  object  of  that  organization  P— Not 
at  the  time,  he  did  not ;  but  it  was  to  effect 
the  independence  of  the  country. 

Whiteside :  That  is  manifestly  his  own 
statement,  not  what  Mr.  O'Brien  said. 

Solicitor-General :  Did  Mr.  O'Brien  use 
those  words,  **  to  effect  the  independence 
of  the  country,"  at  any  other  time  P — ^Ycs, 
at  another  time  that  evening. 

Did  you  go  to  that  meeting  at  Ennis's 
yard  the  next  day  P— It  did  not  take  place. 

Did  you  hear  Mr.  O'Brien  8&j  anything 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  they  should 
proceed  from  their  clubs,  or  proceed  to- 
wards Ennis's  .^— They  were  to  go  in  sec- 
tions of  five. 

Did  he  assign  any  reason  for  that 
arrangement  P — In  order  to  prevent  them 
coming  in  contact  with  the  anthorities.- 

Do  you  Imow  why  that  meeting  did  not 
take  place  P — Why,  it  happened  on  account 
of  the  authorities  getting  some  know- 
ledge— 

Whiieside :  How  does  he  know  that  P 

Solicitor' General :  Was  the  ^ound  pre- 
occupied P — It  was  pre-occupied  by  the 
police. 

Now,  do  you  recollect  while  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  at  the  head  of  the  table, 
hearing  him  say  anything  as  to  where  he 
had  been  himself,  and  what  he  had  been 
doing  P — Why,  he  gave  an  encoaraging 
account  of  a  kind  of  tour  he  hftd  been 
mfilHTig  of  the  clubs.  He  said  that  at 
Cork  he  marched  at  the  head  of  the  clubs 
and  that  he  saw  their  organization ;  and 
they  were  as  fine  a  body  as  any  in  her 
Majesty's  service. 

Was  there  anything  said  about  the 
state  of  their  arms,  or  anything  of  that 
kind  P — There  was  a  general  conversation 
as  to  the  state  of  their  arms. 

DoHEBTT,  C.J. :  Was  that  conversation 
sufficiently  loud  for  the  person  who  then 
sat  at  the  head  of  the  table  to  hear  what 
was  uttered  P — Sufficiently  loud,  and  Mr. 
O'Brien  replied  to  questions  on  the  subject. 

MooBE,  J. :  Questions  about  arms  P—-xes, 
my  lord. 

Witness :  Troughton  gave  an  account  of 
a  tour  he  had  made  through  Eieland 
organizing ;  that  there  were  two  clubs  in 
England,  and  that  there  were  500  men 
ready  to  come  over  at  the  first  notice. 

Beady  to  come  over  when  do  you  say  P 
— When  the  insurrection  should  break  out. 

Do  vou  remember  him  sa^ng  anv  thing 
else  about  arms  of  anv  particular  descrip- 
tion P— He  said  that  they  had  two  swivels 
also  ready  to  come  over. 

MooBE,  J. :  Was  it  said  so  that  those 
sitting  round  the  table  could  hearP— ^ 
Every  person  in  the  room  could  hear  it. 

ffoUmoT'General :   Do  you  rememberi 
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then,  with  reference  to  those  swivels  which 
you  have  spoken  of,  Mr.  O'Brien  making 
any  observation? — Troughton  stated  that 
the  great  difBcnlty  lay  in  getting  them 
over.  Mr.  O'Brien  made  a^statement,  like  a 
reply  to  his  statement,  that  he  had  been  in 
Bantry,  where  he  was  met  by  a  boat's 
crew  who  gave  him  a  hearty  cheer, 
and  who  wonld  have  the  country 
roused  in  a  short  time  to  meet  him, 
on  coming  into  the  town — a  boat  going 
across  giving  a  facility  for  a  gathering 
of  the  people,  so  that  there  were  about 
five  thousand  people  and  clubbists  ready  to 
meet  him  ;  and  he  said  that  all  the  clubs 
in  Dublin  should  have  a  boat  which  would 
answer  that  and  other  purposes. 

Did  Mr.  O'Brimi  say  anything  further 
with  reference  to  the  clubs  P— Why,  he 
spoke  for  a  considerable  time  of  the 
organization  necessary  to  effect  the  object 
they  had  in  view.  He  considered  at  that 
time  that  the  organization  was  not  per- 
fect, at  least  he  had  not  inspected  Ireland 
to  have  proof  positive.  He  said  that  he 
would  prefer  ascending  the  gallows  rather 
than  tnat  one  should  lose  his  life  on  his 
account  by  a  premature  step. 

Prisoner :  Just  repeat  that  again. — ^Why , 
at  the  time  Troughton  asked  him  as 
to  the  date  of  the  msurrectioii,  and  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  speaking,  he  said  that  he 
would  prefer  ascending  the  gallows  rather 
than  mat  any  one  should  lose  their 
lives  on  his  account  by  a  premature  step. 

MooRE,  J. :  Let  me  understand  you. 
Did  Troughton  ask  what  was  to  be  the 
date  of  the  insurrection  P — That  was  a 
general  conversation. 

SoUcitor- General :  Not  Troughton  parti- 
cularly, my  lord.  {To  the  witmeea)  All 
took  a  part  in  the  conversation  as  to  the 
state  of  the  arms,  and  as  to  when  an  in- 
surrection waa  to  take  place  P — They  were 
talking  of  that. 

DoHBRTY,  O.J.:  Do  you  mean  it  was 
discussed  as  to  the  particular  time  when 
there  should  be  a  movement  P — Discussed  -, 
they  were  talking  each 

I  want  to  know  if  Mr.  O'Brien  said, 
that  he  was  prepared  to  ascend  the 
gallows  rather  than  one  should  lose 
his  life  by  a  premature  movement,  and 
whether  this  was  stated  when  they  had 
a  conversation  through  each  other  at  the 
time  of  meetiujg. 

Whiteside !  The  phrase  was,  ''on  his 
account." 

Witness:  Am  I  at  perfect  liberty  to 
correct  my  statement  P 

Blackbubue,  L.C.J. :  To  be  sure,  just 
state  it  over  again  F — ^It  is  now  clear  from 
the  way  it  was  put  to  me,  I  do  not  re- 
collect perfectly.  It  was  mentioned  also 
as  to  the  rescue,  and  all  unanimously 
cried  out  in  case  of  the  conviction 


Of  whom  ?— Of  the  persons  who  were  in 
gaol. 

What  did  they  cry  out  about  the  per- 
sons in  gaolP — In  case  they  should  bo 
convicted,  they  all,  every  one,  said  that 
they  would  rescue  them. 

Now,  upon  that  occasion,  when  those 
persons  spoke  of  a  rescue,  do  yon  remem- 
ber Mr.  O^Brien  saying  any  thing  in 
particular  P — His  reply  in  reference  to 
the  time  and  the  rescue,  was  for  both 
cases ;  it  answered  both  cases. 

Whiteside :  Just  state  what  he  said  P — 
In  case  of  a  conviction,  that  he  would 
ascend  the  scaffold  rather  than  one  should 
lose  his  life  on  his  account. 

[The  witness  also  spoke  to  attending 
a  mid-day  meeting  on  the  19th  of  July  of 
the  representatives  of  the  clubs,  and  part 
of  the  council  of  the  Confederation.] 

Did  you  attend  there  as  the  representa- 
tive of  any  club  p — I  attended  there  as  the 
representative  of  the  Red  Hand  Club. 
Mr,  O'Brien  was  there;  it  was  a  very 
crowded  meeting.  The  meeting  was 
for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  proclamation  as  to  the 
Arms  Bill.  Mr.  Brennan  proposed  a 
written  resolution  to  say  that  the  in- 
surrection should  take  place  at  once, 
and  he  urged  that  the  people  would  not 
be  better  off  at  harvest.  He  said  that 
the  people  would  be  dispirited,  and  the 
Government  would  take  up  all  the 
arms  they  could.  Mr.  DiUon,  I  believe, 
moved  an  amendment  to  that  resolution 
that  the  people  should  conceal  their  arms, 
.  and  give  passive  resistance  to  the  procla- 
mation. Mr.  O'Brien  said  that  a  brenk 
out  at  this  time  would  be  premature. 
Mr.  M'Gee  made  a  speech  also,  and 
wanted  the  whole  of  the  members  pre- 
sent to  cast  lots,  who  would  advise  the 
people  that  night,  in  the  Music  Hall,  to 
resist  the  proclamation.  Mr.  Bichard 
O'Gormcm,  jun.,  told  Mr.  Billon  that 
resolution  about  passive  resistance  was 
too  vague  ;  and  wanted  Mr.  DiUon  to 
define  it  to  the  people  present,  the  repre- 
sentatives. Mr.  DuLov^s  amendment  was 
put  twice  to  the  vote.  It  appeared  that 
when  they  wanted  to  ascertain  which  had 
the  majority,  it  could  not  be  clearly  as- 
certained, so  each  divided,  and  a  regula- 
count  took  place. 

Blackburme,  L.C.J. :  What  was  the  re- 
sult of  the  division  P— There  was  a  very 
small  majority,  and  the  minority  were 
greatlv  dissatisfied. 

Solicitor' General :  Majority  in  favour 
of  whatP — In  favour  of  Billon's  amend- 
ment. Mr.  Brewnan  in  urging  the  resolu- 
tion also  said,  that  they  were  always 
waiting  until  American  and  French  aid 
came. 

What  did  he  say  P— He  was  enforcing 
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this  that  I  have  jnst  stated,  that  the 
people  were  well  armed,  and  that  they 
would  not  be  in  a  better  position  than 
they  were  at  present ;  that  they  would  be 
dispirited,  and  their  arms  taken  from 
them;  but,  says  he,  "you  will  halt  be- 
tween two  opinions — ^you  will  halt  till 
American  and  French  aid  comes,  and  till 
rifles  are  forged  in  heaven,  and  angels 
draw  the  trigger." 

Then,  as  I  understand,  Brennan  was 
not  for  waiting  for  any  other  assistance  P — 
He  said  they  had  the  elements  of  strength 
in  themselves. 

MooRE,  J. :  Was  it  after  the  amendment 
was  carried  that  he  made  that  observa- 
tion?— Before  it,  my  lord.  Mr.  Darcy 
M*Oee  said  to  the  members  of  the  council 
who  were  there:  "You  have  been  en- 
couraging the  people  to  arm  and  to 
organize:  now  is  the  time  for  yoa  to 
desire  them  to  resist.  Let  us  cast  lots, 
to  see  which  it  will  fall  on  to-night,  to 
desire  the  people  to  resist  the  proclatma- 
tion  ** ;  and  he  would  be  one  of  them  to 
draw. 

Where  was  that  notice  to  be  given  to 
the  people? — At  the  meeting  which  was 
to  be  held  that  evening  at  the  Music  Hall. 

I  have  seen  members  of  the  Curran 
Club  with  arms,  muskets,  and  pikes.  I 
know  Lawrence  Hanlon,  a  member  of  the 
Bed  Hand  Club.  I  saw  him  preparing 
arms,  filing,  and  cleaning  tliem.  He 
is  what  you  would  call  a  handy  man — a 
carpenter,  and  general  jobber,  and  work- 
man. He  bought  the  materials,  for' in- 
staitoe,  the  barrel,  the  stock,  and  the  lock, 
in  various  places,  and  put  them  all  to- 
gether. He  would  make  for  the  clubbists 
for  thirteen  shillings  and  sixpence.  Thir- 
teen shillings  and  sixpence  provided 
materials,  at  a  reduced  rate,  from  a  party 
who  ffave  them  all  those  things  at  a  re- 
duced rate,  that  the  people  might  be 
armed. 

[The  witness  also  spoke  to  a  meeting 
at  D*01ier  Street  in  the  evening  of  Friday 
the  21st  July,  at  which  Mr.  O'Brien  was 
not  present. 

Now  Mr.  O'Brien  was  not  at  that  meet- 
ing P— He  was  not. 

Was  it  in  the  same  room,  in  the  same 
house  ? — The  same  room. 

The  same  body  ? — The  same  body. 

Do  you  remember  who  was  in  the  chair  ? 
— Mr.  Lillon  was  voted  to  the  chair. 

Wkiteiide:  1  object  This  meeting  was 
not  the  result  of  any  adjournment  carried 
or  made  at  any  meeting  where  Mr.  O'Brien 
was.  The  fact  that  a  man  attends  one 
meeting,  or  may  be  liable  for  what  other 
persons  say  at  that  meeting,  furnishes  no 
ground  whatever,  why  he  is  to  be  visited 
with  what  may  take  place  at  a  meeting 
where  he  is  not.    The  very  transaction 


sworn  to  by  the  witness  as  having  taken 
place  at  the  last  meeting 

Blackburke,  L.C.J. :  Put  an  end  to  this 
question.  You  stated  that  that  meeting 
was  of  the  same  body.  Was  it  for  the  same, 
or  similar  purposes? — It  had  been  men- 
tioned in  that  body  that  an  executive 
council  should  be  formed ;  and  that  this 
evening  was  to  be  set  apart  for  it. 

WhUe8ide :  Now,  was  that  stated  on  the 
19th?— It  was. 

SoUciUyi-'General :  Do  you  recollect  who 
originated  it,  or  spoke  to  it  ?  —  Why, 
bo£  Mr.  O'Oorman  was  speaking  to  it; 
Mr.  DiUon  was  speaking;  M'Oee  was 
speaking ;  and  that  other  fellow,  Brennan. 

It  was  settled  at  that  meeting  ? — ^It  was 
settled  and  arranged 

If  it  was  settled  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
O'Brien  you  may  state  it  ? — It  was  settled 
by  the  meeting  that  the  clubs  were  to  be 
there  on  important  business. 

Whiieside :  If  a  man  was  present  there, 
and  a  vote  was  carried  not  to  resist  the 
proclamation,  and  then  a  person  present 
said  that  they  would  meet  for  important 
business  on  Wednesday  night,  or  the 
next  night,  or  two  nights  after,  there  is 
no  authority  showing,  from  a  person's 
absence  at  that  meeting,  that  he  is  to  be 
affected  by  what  took  place  there. 

Blackbuane,  L.C.J. :  We  are  all  clearly 
of  opinion  that  this  evidence  is  admissible. 

Fitzgerald :  At  this  meeting  of  the  19th 
certain  resolutions  were  proposed  and  se- 
conded, and  certain  decisions  come  to  with 
respect  to  them.  Now,  upon  the  vague 
evidence  that  it  was  settled  at  the  meet- 
ing, certain  persons  speaking  together, 
that  a  meeting  was  to  be  held  on  the 
2l8t  for  certain  important  purposes,  your 
lordships  are  about  to  admit  this  evidence, 
as  I  understand,  on  the  ground  that  a 
body  at  the  meeting  of  the  19th  had  fixed 
the  21st  for  certain  important  purposes. 
That  would  not  warrant,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  admission  of  such  evidence. 
In  the  next  place,  the  mere  fact  of  the 
meeting  being  held  for  important  pur- 
poses could  not  bind  Mr.  O'Brien,  unless 
Mr.  O'Brien-  attended,  for  important  pur- 
poses not  stated. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  It  strikes  us,  as 
we  before  stated,  that,  first  of  all,  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  in  the  room,  and  was  ap- 
prized of  the  intended  meeting  on  Friday ; 
but,  secondly,  there  appears  to  be  evi- 
dence to  make  him  a  member  of  that  same 
body  which  met  on  Friday. 

Solicitor 'General:  Well,  now,  what  did 
Mr.  JDiUon  do  ?  —  There  were  several 
gentlemen,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Denny 
Lane,  of  Cork,  who  were  not  representa- 
tives of  clubs,  and  who  had  no  right  to  be 
at  the  meeting;  and  the  members  would 
not  proceed   with    the    election    of   this 
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oonncil  until  thoso  gentlemen  would  leave 
the  room. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  To  proceed  to  the 
election  of  what  ? — Of  an  Executive  Coun- 
cil'. 

SolicUor-Oftneral :  Well,  now,  did  they 
proceed  with  the  election  of  this  council  P 
— Mr.  THUon  called  out  the  clubs,  and  the 
representatives  answered,  and  as  they 
answered  they  passed  into  a  room  adjoin- 
ing, and  in  tnat  room  they  remained  until 
all  the  others  left  it. 

Blackburhe,  L.C.J. :  After  the  sitting 
was  resumed  what  took  place  P — They  pro- 
ceeded to  elect  this  Executive  Council  by 
ballot ;  some  wanted  seven  to  form  it,  some 
five,  and  some  three. 

Solicitor- OenercU :  Had  there  ever  been 
such  a  counoU  before  in  the  clubs  that  you 
knew  of  P — Never. 

MooRB,  J. :  Was  the  term  "  Executive 
Council"  made  use  of P— Yea. 

SolieHor-Crenerdl :  Are  you  able  to  s^ 
how  many  the  council  consisted  ofP — It 
was  carried  that  the  council  should  be 
formed  of  five. 

Whiteside :  Were  these  I'esolutions  taken 
down  in  a  book  P^No,  they  were  not  taken 
down. 

Solieitor-Qeneral :  Now,  what  proceed- 
ing then  took  place  P — Each  representative 
then  took  a  slip  of  paper,  and  he  wrote 
the  names  of  the  oifierent  persons  he 
wished  to  be  elected  on  that  paper.  We 
all — they  all  unanimously  wanted  to  elect 
Mr.  O'Brien;  and  Mr.  Dillon  objected 
that  Mr.  O'Brien  could  do  more  good 
organizing  in  the  country  than  if  confined 
to  the  council-room. 

Are  you  able  to  state  from  your  re- 
collection, how  many  ballots  there  were ; 
how  many  deputies  from  the  clubs  at- 
tended—or representatives,  rather  P — I 
think  there  were  twenty-nine,  with  Mr. 
BiUon — twenty-nine  or  thirtjr—I  counted 
them.  I  voted.  Two  scrutineers  were 
appointed.  One  of  them  took  the  names 
and  threw  them  into  a  hat ;  the  two  scru- 
tineers removed  the  hat  and  the  papers 
into  the  adjoining  room.  They  returned 
and  declared  the  result  of  the  ballot.  The 
scrutineers  announced  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr. 
Meagher,  Mr.  0' Gorman,  jun.,  Mr.  M*Oee, 
and  there  was  an  equality  of  votes  for 
Devin  BeiUy  and  Lcdor ;  and  a  new  election 
took  place.     Devin  Beilly  waa  successful. 

Whiteside :  Were  these  names  all  taken 
down  in  writing  P — They  were  all  taken 
down  in  writing. 

Are  these  names  in  the  possession  of 
the  Attorney- Generai  ? 

Attamey-Oeneral :  Here  they  are  (ha^id- 
ing  somej^apers  to  Whiteside), 

Whiieside :  Yes.  I  did  not  know,  while 
you  were  giving  parol  evidence,  that  you 
hod  all  the  time  written  resolutions. 


Attorney-General:  Not  at  all;  these  are 
the  ballot! Dg  papers. 

Solicitor' Gen&i'ol :  After  this  Executive 
Council  was  elected,  was  there  any  thing 
said  P — Mr.  Lalor  and  Mr.  M*Dermott  pro- 
posed that  each  of  the  members  returned, 
or  elected,  should  make  a  pledge  or  de- 
claration that  they  would  incite  tne  people 
to  an  insnrrection  before  the  oth  of 
August.  That  the  prisoners  were  then  in 
gaol,  and  that  they  should  be.  liberated. 
Mr.  Meagh^  said  at  the  time,  that  the 
only  pledge  he  would  give— he  would  not 
give  a  written  one — was,  that  he  would 
use  all  his  heart  and  soal  to  induce  the 
people  to  an  insurrection,  even  before  the 
8th.  Mr.  Dillon  made  a  similar  state* 
ment,  and  said,  so  help  him  Grod,  he 
would.  IT  Gee  said,  both  by  sx)eaking,  bv 
writing,  and  by  action,  he  would  do  all 
that  within  him  lay  to  excice  the  people 
to  insurrection  before  that  time. 

Now,  up  to  what  hour  of  that  evening 
are  you  Sbble  to  recollect,  as  near  as  you 
can  come  to,  that  these  people  kept  to- 
gether— that  that  meeting  kept  assembled 
together  P — Within  about  a  quarter  to 
twelve. 

The  Solicitor  -  General  here  handed 
some  papers  to  the  witness. 

Witness,  take  those  papers,  beginning 
at  the  first;  look  carefully  at  them,  and 
say  what  you  know  about  that  paper ;  it 
seems  to  be  in  pencil. — Part  in  pencil. 

Confine  yourself  to  the  first  one  you 
know  any  thing  about. — That  is  my  own 
writing  (handing  one  of  the  papers  to  the 
Solicitor-General).  I  wrote  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  the  persons  whose  names 
appear  on  it  to  form  the  Executive 
Council. 

Now,  the  next  in  order. 

Whiteside ;  My  lords,  I  submit  that  Mr. 
Attorney- General  should  now  prove  the 
custody — where  he  got  those  papers.  This 
man  has  spoken  to  things  of  wnich  he  has 
given  parol  evidence. 

Solicitor-General:  Do  you  know  the 
handwriting  of  any  person  whose  name 
appears  on  that  document  P — ^Yes,  that  is 
the  writing  of  J.  F.  Lalor. 

Is  this  your  {sic)  name  to  it  P — Yes,  I 
saw  him  write  it ;  and  I  turned  round  to 
Draper  and  smiled,  because  he  afBxed  his 
name  to  a  ballot  ticket. 

Lalor* s  name  appears  to  that,  and  that 
is  his  handwriting? — Yes. 

And  there  are  the  names  of  five  persons 
on  that  P— Yes. 

You  have  got  a  third  paper;  do  you 
know  whose  handwriting  that  purports  to 
be,  to  the  best  of  your  belief  P—It  is  like 
the  handwriting  of  M'Dermott. 

You  can  speak  to  it  ? — I  saw  him  write  it. 

MooRB,  J.  (to  Clerk  of  the  Grown):  You 
had  better  mark  them  4,  5>  and  6. 
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Solicitor- General :  Do  you  find  any  other 
paper  there  which  you  can  swear  to, 
either  from  having  seen  it  written,  or 
knowing  whose  handwriting  the  contents 
are  P — (After  looking  through  a  number  of 
email  slips  of  popej-)  To  the  best  of  my 
belief  that  is  the  one  that  Mr.  O^Higgine 
wrote.    I  saw  him  write  it  by  my  side. 

Was  he  the  representative  of  a  club,  or 
a  representative  of  the  council  P — He  was 
the  representative  of  a  club  at  least ;  he 
might  nave  been  one  of  the  council. 

Sut  he  attended  there  as  one  of  the  per- 
sons  voting  P — Yes. 

Blackbukne,  L.  J.O.  :  What  became  of 
these  papers  ? — I  saw  them  in  the  room 
afterwaras. 

Who  took  possession  of  them  P— I  should 
think  Mr.  Halpin,  the  secretary. 

8 olidtor' General :  Do  you  know  that  of 
your  own  knowledge  P — I  do  not  know 
any  thing  at  all  about  them. 

Now,  from  the  time  that  you  parted 
with  that  balloting  paper  of  your  own, 
and  saw  them  on  that  night,  did  you  see 
them  again  iirom  that  night  until  within 
the  last  month — we  will  say  within  the 
last  fortnight  P— Until  within  the  last 
three  or  four  days  I  never  saw  those 
papers  from  that  night. 

My  lords,  we  now  close  our  direct  ex- 
amination of  this  witness. 

Blackbtjrne,  L.C.J. :  We  shall  now  ad- 
journ for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  In  the 
meantime  let  the  witness  remain  here,  so 
that  there  be  no  sort  of  communication 
with  him. 

Whiteside :  I  must  request  this  witness 
to  remain  on  the  table. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J.  :  Let  the  Svh- 
Sheriff  take  charge  of  the  witness. 

WitJiess :  It  is  very  hard  to  be  exhibited 
here  as  a  spectacle. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  Mr.  Sub-Sheriff, 
keep  him  in  view,  so  as  to  let  no  one 
communicate  with  him. 

The  Witness  was  then  accommodated 
with  a  seat  by  the  Sub-Sheriff. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside. 

Do  you  take  an  interest  in  political 
matters  P — I  think  I  do. 

Yoar  voice  has  become  a  little  delicate ; 
vou  take  an  interest  in  political  matters 
m  this  country  P— Not  much. 

A  little,  I  think ;  a  slight  interest  P— 
No. 

You  take  no  interest  whatever  P — Not 
the  least. 

You  are  qnite  unaffected  and  uncon- 
nected with  the  whole  of  the  political 
movements  in  Ireland  P — Quite  ;  they 
went  in  to  plot,  I  went  in  to  counter- 
plot. 

How  long,  Mr.  DoVbyn,  have  you  been 
a  member  of  the  club  of  which  you  have 


spoken — ^the  Bed  Hand  ClubP — From 
about  the  16th  of  June. 

Did  you  speak  in  that  club  P — No. 

Did  you  vote  in  itP — ^There  was  no 
voting  in  it. 

Were  there  any  rules  in  connection 
with  this  club  hung  up  in  the  room  P — 
Yes,  there  were  rules. 

Were  those  the  rules  there  marked 
with  pencil  (handing  a  number  of  "  The 
Nation  *'  newspaper  to  the  witness)  ?  Those 
are  the  rules,  I  think  P — Well,  I  believe 
they  are. 

I  will  read  them  to  you. 

"  I. — That  every  member  of  the  Iri«h  Con- 
federation, residing  in  — — ,  shall  he  entitled 
to  be  a  member  of  this  club,  on  undertaking 
to  comply  with  its  regulations ;  and  none  but 
members. 

^'II.^That  the  following  be  the  officers  and 
committee  for  the  local  arrangement  of  the 
club  for  the  first  six  months— vice-president, 
treasurer,  secretary,  committee — with  power  to 
add  to  their  number. 

"  III. — That  the  rooms  of  the  club  be  open 
to  members  from  ■'  o'clock  until  — — 

o'clock  each . 

**  IV. — That,  in  the  absence  of  the  vice-pre- 
sident, or  president,  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee take  the  chair  in  rotation,  to  preserve 
order  and  method  in  the  conduct  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

**  y. — ^That  no  sectarian  discussions  be  al- 
lowed in  the  club-rooms  under  any  pretence 
whatever. 

**VI. — ^That  no  member  be  expelled  from 
the  club  without  a  hearing,  and  the  vote  of  a 
clear  majority,  at  a  regularly  summoned  meet- 
ing. 

"  VII. — That  a  quarterly  report  of  the  sta- 
tistics of  the  club  be  forwarded  to  the  secretary 
of  the  Confederation. 

"  VIII.— That  all  sums  collected  by  the  club 
collectors,  for  the  use  of  the  Confederation,  be 
forwarded,  at  least  monthly,  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  Confederation." 

I  ask  yon,  were  these  rules  suspended 
in  that  room  P — I  did  not  say  they  were. 

Were  they  notP — I  said  there  were 
some  such  rules  similar  to  those,  bat  I 
could  not  take  on  myself  to  swear  they 
were  the  same  as  those. 

Now,  was  not  the  first  resolution,  that 
all  members  of  the  Confederation  be  mem- 
bers of  these  clubs,  altered;  and  was  it 
not  made  that  all  repealers  should  b^ 
members  of  these  clubs  P — That  was  the 
rule  so  far,  but  then  it  did  not  exclude 
an  V  others  who  did  not  belong  to  the  Con- 
federation. 

Did  such  a  club,  on  your  oath,  exist  at 
all  as  the  Bed  Hand  ClubP— On  my  oath 
it  did  exist. 

Is  there  any  living  man  here  but  your- 
self to  prove  that  such  a  club  existed  at 
all  P— On  my  oath,  I  don't  know. 
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Yon  have  stated  that  on  the  night  of 
the  15th  July  you  went  to  the  coimcil  of 
the  Confederation;  were  yon  a  member 
of  the  oonncil  P — I  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  council  by  that  club,  to  represent 
that  dub. 

Was  not  this  a  public  meeting  P— It 
was  not  a  public  meeting. 

There  were  upwards  of  a  hundred  per- 
sons present ;  was  that  a  private  meeting  P 
— It  was  priyate,  so  far  as  only  the  repre- 
sentative of  each  club  was  permitted  to 
go. 

Now,  you  were  not  there  the  early  part 
of  the  evening  P — I  was  not. 

You  don't  know  how  long  they  were 
sitting  before  you  arrived  P— The  messen- 
ger came  for  me ;  from  the  time  he  left 
D'Olier  Street  to  the  time  he  came  up 
Constitution  Hill,  and  the  time  I  went 
down. 

Blackbubke,  L.C.J. :  Was  that  the  mes- 
senger of  the  Bed  Hand  Club  P — Yes. 

WhUeside ;  Who  was  the  messenger  P — 
He  was  a  man  of  the  name  of  O'Orady. 

Where  is  0*Orady  ?— I  don't  know. 

Nor  I,  I  am  sure.  You  stated  that  you 
went  up,  as  the  member  and  head  of  that 
club,  to  the  meeting,  where  all  the  clubs 
were  to  be  regularly  called  over;  was 
your  dub  called  over  P — It  was  not. 

So  I  thought.  Now  you  told  me  there 
was  no  resolution  carried,  and  yoa  so 
spoke  of  several  clubs ;  do  you  mean  to 
swear  to  that  jury  that  this  resolution 
was  not  passed,  carried,  and  published  in 
the  city  of  Dablin  as  to  the  proceedings  of 
that  meeting : — 

**  At  a  meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  Dablin 
Clabe,  held  on  Saturday,  July  the  1.5tb,  John 
B.  Dillon,  president  of  the  Curran  Club,  in  the 
chair;" 

(hcmding  a  copy  of  "  The  Nation "  to  the 
W'Unes8)F — It  is  a  falsehood,  so  far  as  my 
judgment  goes.  I  swear  that  there  was 
no  resolution  introduced  from  before  nine 
o'clock,  till  it  was  eleven  o'clock.  If 
there  was  any  resolution,  it  must  have 
been  passed  before  I  entered,  because 
there  was  no  such  thing  after  I  entered. 

Did  you  read  these  resolutions  next 
morning  in  the  paper  P — I  never  did. 

Now,  are  these  the  names — listen — of 
the  presidents  of  these  clubs : — 

**  Thomas  D*Arcy  M'«3ee,  president,  Merchant 
AsBistants'  Clnb;  Richard  O'Gorman,  jun., 
president,  Oliver  Bond  Club;  P.  J.  Smyth, 
president,  Fan^h-a-Bealac  Club;  Stephen  J. 
Meany,  president  (locum  tenms)  for  K. 
O'Doherty,  Hugh  O'Donnell  Club;  Jeremiah 
D'Arcy,  vice-president.  Silken  Thomas  Club." 

Is  ^lat  right  P — I  do  not  know. 
You  don't  know  the  presidents  of  clubs  P 
—X  beg  to  differ  with  you ;  a  person  nmy 


be  a  representative  who  was  not  a  presi- 
dent. 

Possibly  so ;  but  I  am  asking  you,  do 
you  know  this  person  calling  himself 
president  of  the  Silken  Thomas  Club  P— I 
know  him  by  name. 

You  would  not  identify  him  P — I  would 
not  identify  him. 

"William  O^Hanlan,  St.  Patrick's  Club; 
Patrick  Fitzpatrick,  vice-president,  '98  Club  ; 
Daniel  0*Kelly,  vice-president.  Dr.  Doyle 
Club ;  Joseph  Brennan,  president,  Molyneox 
Club;  James  O'Borke,  secretary,  Clontarf 
Club." 

Do  you  know  any  of  those  P — I  would 
know  them  if  I  saw  them. 

The  only  person  you  are  certain  of  is 
the  prisoner,  Mr.  0*Brien  ? — And  some  of 
the  leaders. 

'*  Joseph  Brennan,  president,  Molyneux  Club ; 
James  O'Rorke,  secretary,  Clontarf  Club;  John 
Reynolds,  officer  attending  for  the  Grattan 
Clnh ;  Thomas  A.  Boland,  secretary,  Shelmalier 
Club;  Kichard  A.  Read,  president,  Arthur 
O'Connor  Club;  Patrick  A.  Tommins,  com- 
mittee-man, St.  Ruth  Club,  Sandymount;  P. 
Collins,  vice-president,  O'Halloran  Club ;  Wil- 
liam Maguire,  Shears  Club ;  Martin  Allen,  Irish 
Felon  Club ;  J.  B.  Watson,  vice-president,  \}t. 
Doyle  Club;  John  De  Courcy  Young,  vice- 
president.  Citizens'  Club ;  Thomas  Fitzpatrick, 
Bermuda  Club;  H.  R.  Rooney,  assistant- 
secretary.  Swift  United  Irish  Club;  Patrick 
Fullam,  Roger  O'More  Club." 

Now  your  name,  or  this  club,  is  not  men- 
tioned among  this  long  list  of  clubs? — 
I  know  it  is  not  there ;  my  name  did  not 
appear  in  it  until  the  night  of  the  21st. 

Your  club  was  not  called  over  there  at 
all  P — It  was  not,  I  said  so  before,  because 
it  was  a  branch  of  another  club. 

Will  you  swear  you  did  not  read  this  P — 

**  That  while  wo  are  firmly  resolved  to  abstain, 
in  our  political  capacity,  from  any  interference 
in  matters  of  a  religious  or  sectarian  character, 
we  are  not  the  less  desirous  that  religion  should 
be  upheld,  and  the  legitimate  influence  of  its 
ministers  maintained  in  its  integrity." 

Will  you  sweai'  you  did  not  read  that 
the  next  morning,  or  shortly  afterwards  P 
— \  did  not. 

Did  you  sometimes  read  The  Nation 
newspaper  P — Sometimes  I  did. 

Dia  you  read  this  as  an  account  of  the 
meeting  which  you  have  described  to  the 
Court  and  jury? 

'*  That  so  far  from  desiring  to  overthrow  social 
order,  and  to  subject  our  country  to  universal 
anarchy,  our  first  anxiety  has  been,  and  is,  to 
secure  the  legislative  independence  of  our 
country  with  the  least  possible  injury  to  any 
class  of  its  inhabitants ;  and  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  these  our  designs,  we  hope  to  put  an 
end  for  ever  to  the  sufferings  and  the  disorders 
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which  have  never  ceased  to  afflict  our  people 
under  the  sway  of  Britain." 

Will  yon  swear  yoa  did  not  read  that? 
— I  did  not. 

Mr.  O'Brien  was  sitting  at  a  table  that 
night  P— Yes. 

Is  that  your  memorandum  book  (point- 
ing to  a  small  hook  which  the  Witness  had  in 
his  hand)  P— Yes. 

When  did  you  make  the  notes  in  the 
book  which  you  hold  in  your  hand — lately  P 
Why,  not  lately. 

It  is  extracts  P— Yes,  it  is  merely  dates. 
When  did  you  make  them — last  week,  for 
the  trial — how  lately — where  did  you 
make  them  P — I  made  them  in  Dublin. 

How  lately  ;  within  the  last  fortnight  P 
—Within  that. 

See  what  a  shrewd  fellow  I  am.  Now, 
listen  to  me,  it  is  from  that  book,  drawn 
up  within  the  last  fortnight,  that  you  have 
been  telling  the  Oourt  and  jury  the  actual 
words  spoken  by  all  the  persons  you  have 
referred  to  P — It  is  not  by  that  book. 

It  is  memory  refreshed  by  that  book? — 
It  is  my  memory  refreshed  by  my  original 
reports. 

Which  are  at  home  P — Part  of  them  are 
and  part  of  them  are  not. 

Mr.  O'Brien  was  engaged  in  the  regular 
business  at  the  upper  end  of  the  room  P — 
Yes. 

Arc  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  O'Brien  ? 
— I  have  seen  him. 

Did  you  ever  speak  to  him  in  your  life  P 
— I  don't  know;  I  might. 

Prisoner :  Look  round,  sir. 

Whiteside:  Will  you  swear  you  ever 
did  P — I  don't  say  I  have  spoken  to  him, 
but  I  have  heard  him  speaking. 

And  he  did  not  know  you  P — Why,  he 
could  not  know  everybody. 

Well,  now,  your  club  not  having  been 
called,  did  you  make  any  speech  yourself? 
—No,  I  did  not. 

Was  not  that  a  meeting  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  clubs  P--Yes. 

You  told  us  you  could  not  identify  any 
of  the  persons  who  were  there  that  night  P 
— If  I  saw  them  I  might. 

Not  seeing  them  you  cannot  identify 
them;  but  Mr.  O'Brien  is  the  only  man 
you  are  cock-sure  of? — I  am  sure  of 
plenty  of  them. 

That  was  on  Saturday  night  P— Yes,  I 
could  scarcely  get  inside  the  door,  it  was 
BO  full.  But  t  worked  my  way  into  the 
room. 

When  you  worked  your  way  in,  did  you 
speak  to  the  men  you  elbowed  P — I  did 
not. 

Did  any  one  speak  to  youP — ^Not  any 
one  in  the  meeting. 

Did  the  people  around  yon  speak  P — 
They  did  speak. 


And  Mr.  O'Brien,  of  coarse,  heard  every 
thing  that  was  said  in  that  room  that 
night  P— I  think  he  did  ;  I  believe  he  did. 

From  the  time  the  meeting  began,  while 
you  were  at  the  door,  till  you  left  it,  you 
believe  he  heard  every  word  spoken  by 
everybody? — Why,  unless  it  was  in  a 
whisper. 

Now,  there  was  a  meeting  yon  say ;  was 
not  the  object  of  this  meeting  to  refute  the 
calumnies  that  had  been  publicly  cast  on 
the  meeting  of  the  clubs — they  convened 
that  meeting,  to  draw  a  programme  of 
their  opinions  P — Now,  I  think,  I  beg 
your  pardon;  you  are  confounding  two 
things. 

No,  I  am  not. — You  are.  There  were 
two  meetings  on  the  21st.  There  was  a 
meeting  on  the  early  part  of  the  21st; 
this  was  after  the  night  meeting. 

I  am  speaking  of  the  15th ;  was  not 
that  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  up  a  statement  of  their  opinions, 
and  publishing  them,  in  order  to  refute 
the  calumnies  spread  on  that  bodyP — I 
heard  that  there  was  such  a  meeting  at 
noon-day;  not  that  night;  I  knew  no- 
thing  at  all  about  it ;  it  was  afterwards  I 
heard  of  it. 

Now,  you  have  said  that  it  was  a  meet- 
ing  in  the  day.  Now,  look  at  the  top  line 
of  that  resolution  passed;  read  the  first 
line  out. — **  At  a  meeting  held  on  Satur- 
day night " 

**  At  a  meeting  held  on  Saturday  night " 
— ^go  onP — Yes.  But  it  could  not  have 
been  at  night  on  the  15th  of  July,  for 
I  was  there  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

You  say  it  was  Mr.  O'Brien  who  used 
the  wordls,  "  they  were  to  struggle  to 
effect  the  independence  of  the  country." 
Who  used  that  expression ;  you  know  you 
are  an  accurate  man  P — ^I  did  not  nse  the 
word  **  struggle  "  in  it. 

You  can  remember  accurately  the  ex- 
pression, cannot  you  P — ^No. 

You  have  not  a  perfect  recollection  of 
the  expressions  used ;  you  are  not  quite 
accurate  as  to  the  expressions  Uiat  may 
have  been  used  by  every  body  who  went 
there;  a  man  cannot  recollect  all  that 
passes  after  such  a  lapse  of  time  P— No,  I 
could  not. 

Now  you  say  that  there  was  a  general 
conversation  through  the  room  P—Yes,  a 
general  conversation. 

Many  members  of  the  meeting  were 
talking  to  the  friends  who  happen^  to  be 
next  to  them  P — They  were  talking  together 
fii*st,  and  then  the  purport  of  whatever 
they  came  to,  they  spoke  of  it  and  divided. 

The  whole  hundred  P — No,  I  don't  say 
so. 

Was  there  not  a  general  conversation  in 
the  room  P — Five  or  six  might  be  speaking 
together  in  the  room,  and  then  a  person 
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would  speak  out  among  them,  apparently 
the  opinions  of  those  who  were  immedi- 
ately about  him. 

"  Apparently  P  "—Yes. 

Then  there  wonld  be  five  or  six  in 
another  comer  talking? — ^No,  not  in 
another  comer. 

Gknerally  in  groups  of  four  or  five? — 
There  were  no  groups  at  all.  I  said  that 
three,  or  four,  or  five  heads  met  together, 
talking,  as  if  they  were  a  group,  but  then 
they  were  thick  and  close  together  in  the 
room. 

And  that  went  on  for  nearly  three 
hours? — I  don't  say  any  such  thing.  I 
say  it  took  a  long  time  for  Mr.  O'Brien 
to  call  over  all  the  clubs  that  were  in  the 
city  of  Dublin,  and  the  representatives  of 
Dablin,  and  to  ask  the  representatives  of 
those  clubs  the  numerical  strength,  and 
the  state  of  organization,  and  to  pass 
his  opinion  on  each  of  them  as  they  went 
past. 

That  was  the  regular  business  of  the 
meeting  ? — ^Yes ;  and  to  convene  a  meeting 
for  the  next  day. 

Now,  you  say  that  a  person  of  the 
name  of  Troughton  made  an  observation, 
you  told  us,  about  two  swivel  guns? — 
Yes. 

He  said  there  were  two  swivels  in 
England?— Yes. 

Well,  I  agree  with  him.  And,  he  said 
there  was  a  ^eat  difficulty  in  getting 
them  over? — Se  said  that  was  the  only 
difficult  in  the  way. 

And  Mr.  O'Brien  made  this  reply — that 
when  he  was  in  Bantry,  the  crew  of  a  boat 
gave  him  a  cheer  ? — Yes.  Well,  go  on,  if 
you  please. 

I  will,  at  your  desire.  And  that  they, 
the  clubs  in  Dublin,  should  have  a  boat, 
I  presume,  like  the  men  who  gave  him  a 
cheer  in  Cork  ? — ^Yes,  something  like  it ; 
that  is  not  it  altogether ;  that  is  not  the 
exposition;  perhaps,  if  you  knew  the 
geography  of  the  place,  you  would  under- 
stand tne  object  of  the  boat. 

I  know  the  geography  of  D'Olier  Street 
as  well  as  yon.— ^o,  not  D'Olier  Street, 
but  Bantry. 

Well,  he  got  a  cheer  from  the  boatmen 
of  Bantry  ? — ^And  they  went  across  and 
had  the  country  raised  for  him — the  club* 
bists — ^when  he  came  into  the  town,  which 
could  not  be  effected  without  having  boats, 
and  that  was  the  advantage  of  having  a 
boat  in  the  clubs. 

That  each  of  the  clubs  should  have  a 
pleasure-boat  P — It  would  answer  for  that 
and  other  purposes, 

A  yacht  ?— Yes. 

And  the  clubbists  were  to  go  yachting 
about  the  bay,  plotting  and  getting  up  an 
insurrection  P — ^Yes,  I  swear  positively 
that  that  was  it. 


I  suppose  you  would  have  had  a  yacht 
in  your  club,  too,  if  you  had  got  it  gratui- 
tously ? — ^Yes. 

Now,  there  was  some  talk  of  rescuing 
Mr.  Buffy  .^— Yes. 

As  I  understood  you,  you  stated  that  Mr. 
O'Brien  said  he  would  prefer  the  gallows 
to  any  person  losing  his  life  by  a  pre- 
mature step  on  his  account.  Then  you 
said  there  was  a  conversation  about  the 
rescue  of  Mr.  Buffy ;  and  then  you  said 
that  that  remark  of  Mr.  (yBrien  applied 
to  both ;  on  yonr  oath,  was  not  this  what 
he  said — that  if  he  were  in  Buffy'a  place, 
ho  would  rather  lose  his  life  on  the  gal- 
lows than  that  any  man  should  lose  his 
life  on  his  account  ? — That  is  not  what 
he  said.  There  was  a  talk  as  to  the 
breaking  out  of  a  general  insurrection  in 
case  the  prisoners  were  convicted;  what 
would  the  clubs  do  in  case  of  the  con- 
viction of  the  prisoners,  and  the  unani- 
mous voice  was,  a  rescue. 

Did  not  Mr.  (yBrien,  even  by  your  own 
account  say,  that  he  would  prefer  losing 
his  life  on  the  gallows  to  any  other  man 
losing  his  life  on  his  acconnt---did  not  he  ? 
— By  a  premature  step. 

After  the  conversation  as  to  the  rescue  ? 
—Yes. 

Is  it  so;  after  the  conversation  about 
the  rescue  of  Buffy  ? — He  said  it  twice 
the  same  evening. 

With  reference  to  this  matter  of  the 
19th,  were  there  not  Uiree  bodies — the 
body  first  called  the  Confederation,  then 
the  League,  and  these  clubs  you  have 
spoken  of  P 

Prisoner, — I  beg  pardon  for  one  moment, 
my  lord.  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  courts  of  law,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  as  yon  have  recorded  every  thing 
that  is  unfavourable  to  me  in  your  lord- 
ship's  notes,  that  you  ought  also  to  take 
down  those  remarks  made  by  the  witness 
which  are  favourable. 

Blackbu&ne,  L.O.J. :  How  do  you  know 
that  I  have  not  taken  them  down  ? 

Prisoner :  I  have  observed  your  lordship. 

Blackbubnb,  L.C.J. :  You  had  better 
not  interfere. 

Whiteside:  I  have  got  a  record  of  it, 
to  which  I  can  refer,  if  necessary ;  dates 
are  important. 

Blackbttbne,  L.O.J. :  Mr.  Whiteside,  I 
have  been  attending  to  every  word ;  and 
I  can  assure  you  that  I  have  taken  down 
everything  that  is  in  favour  of  the  pri- 
soner. 

Whiteside :  I  am  quite  satisfied  of  that, 
my  lord,  and  feel  much  obliged  to  your 
lordship. 

Now,  in  the  interval  between  the  meet- 
ing of  the  15th,  and  the  meeting  of  the 
19th,  which  you  have  spoken  of,  was  not 
the  proclamation  against  arms  published 
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by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  about  Dublin  P — 
It  was. 

And  that  meeting  was  held  to  consider 
what  they  would  do  in  reference  to  the 
proclamation  against  their  having  arms  P 
'—Just  so — to  defeat  the  ends  of  the  pro- 
clamation. 

Have  you  any  copy  of  the  requisition 
here  P — I  have  not. 

"Was  it  not  called  in  reference  to  that 
single  question  P — I  tell  you  I  did  not  see ; 
it  was  only  by  another  person,  who  told 
/me  that  the  meeting  was  going  on,  and 
that  I  should  go. 

Who  was  that — a  detective  P — I  did  not 
know  a  single  detective  in  Dublin. 

Who  told  you  that  that  meeting  was 
going  on  P — A  person  whom  I  will  not  tell 
you. 

You  must  P — I  won't. 

Who  was  that  person  P — I  tell  you  there 
are  certain  names  that  I  am  not  going  to 
give  vou;  and  the  reason  is,  that  they 
would  be  held  up  to  assassination  by  the 
Clubs  of  Dublin  ;  and,  on  my  oath — I  now 
put  myself  under  the  protection  of  the 
Court—I  know  they  would,  because  I  have 
been  listening  to  them  plotting  and  con- 
cocting assassination. 

See,  Mr.  JDchbyn,  you  are  not  going  to 
escape  in  that  way — by  that  flourish  P — I 
am  not  making  any  flourish. 

Who  sent  you  to  that  meeting  at  D'Olier 
Street  upon  that  day  P — I  put  myself  under 
the  protection  of  the  Court.  I  knew  be- 
forenand  the  meeting  was  to  be. 

And  yet  a  person  came  and  told  you  it 
was  going  on,  and  bade  you  go  there. 
Now,  I  insist  on  knowing  who  sent  you 
there;  and  I  insist  on  your  answering  that 
question.  You  must  answer  me  that  ques- 
tion. Have  you  not  sworn  to  tell  the 
whole  truth  P— That  is  no  matter ;  that  is 
in  no  way  connected  with  me  at  all. 

Whiteside:  My  lords,  I  insist  on  my 
question  being  answered. 

Attorney- General :  It  is  a  matter  of  pub- 
lic policy.  The  witness  states  upon  his 
oath  that  he  declines  to  tell  the  name  of 
the  person  at  whose  instance  bo  attended 
that  particular  meeting. 

Blackbukne,  L.C.J. :  No ;  who  told  him 
it  was  going  on. 

Attomey-Oeneral :  He  says,  the  reason 
he  declines  to  answer  that  question  is, 
because  he  verily  believes  that  by  so 
doing  he  would  expose  that  person  to  the 
danger  of  his  life.  I  say,  v^ry  respect- 
fully, under  the  circumstances,  that  is  a 
sound  ground  for  his  not  answering. 

Whiteside:  In  the  cases  in  the  State 
Trials  in  England  on  one  or  two  occasions, 
counsel  asked  a  Secretary  of  State,  or  a 
person  who,  in  that  capacity,  had  obtained 
certain  information,  to  disclose  where  be 
got  it ;  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  disal- 


lowed the  question.  I  call  on  the  Attorney- 
General  to  cite  a  case  in  which  it  has  ever 
been  decided  that  a  person  like  this, 
affecting  to  add  slander  and  calumny  to 
the  evidence  he  has  given,  and  saying 
what  he  has  said,  can  escape  from  giving 
me  a  clue  to  himself,  my  client  and  my 
instructors  being  as  utterly  ignorant  of 
this  man  as  of  a  child  unborn. 

Fitzgerald  followed. 

Attomey-Generdl :  This  witness  states, 
that  from  his  knowledge  of  what  had 
occurred  at  these    clubs,  and  from  the 

E repositions  made  for  assassination,  he 
elieves  that  if  he  should  disclose  the 
name  of  the  individual  about  whom  he 
is  speaking,  his  so  doing  will  expose  that 
individual  to  the  danger,  as  he  verily  be- 
lieves, of  personal  assassination.  We 
cannot  find  an  authority  in  a  case  exactly 
the  same  as  this,  because,  in  all  proba- 
bility, the  precise  question  has  never  pre- 
viously occurred.  It  strikes  me,  certainly, 
that  it  would  be  rather  unsafe  to  expose 
individuals  to  dangers  of  that  description. 
The  Solicitor-General  followed,  and  re- 
ferred to  Boscoe,  Cr.  Ev.  193  (3rd  edit.)— 
''The  protection  extends  to  all  commnnica- 
tions  made  to  officers  of  justice,  or  to  persons 
who  form  links  in  the  chain  by  which  the  infor- 
mation is  conveyed  to  officers  of  justice.  A  wit- 
ness who  had  given  information  admitted,  on  a 
trial  for  high  treason,  that  he  had  commonicated 
what  he  knew  to  a  friend  who  had  advised  bim 
to  make  a  disclosure  to  another  person.  He 
was  asked  whether  that  friend  was  a  magistrate ; 
and  on  his  answering  in  the  negatifVe,  he  waa 
asked,  who  was  the  friend?  it  was  objected, 
that  the  person  by  whose  advice  the  information 
was  given  to  one  standing  in  the  situation  of 
magistrate  was,  in  &ct,  the  informer,  and  that 
his  name  could  not  be  disclosed.  The  judges 
differed.  Eyre,  C.J.,  Hotham,  B.,  and  Grose, 
J.,  thought  the  question  objectionable!  Mac- 
donald,  C.B.,  and  Buller,  J.,  were  of  opinion 
it  should  admitted.  K3Te,  C.J.,  said  'those 
questions  which  tend  to  the  discovery  of  the 
channels  by  which  (he  disclosure  was  made  to 
the  officers  of  justice  are  not  permitted  to  be 
asked.  Such  matters  cannot  be  disclosed,  upon 
the  general  principle  of  the  convenience  of  pub- 
lic justice.  It  is  no  more  competent  to  ask  who 
the  person  was  that  advised  the  witness  to  make 
a  disclosure,  than  it  is  to  ask,  to  whom  he  made 
the  disclosure  in  consequence  of  that  advice ;  or 
than  it  is  to  ask  any  other  question  respecting 
the  channel  of  information,  or  what  was  done 
under  it.*  Hotham,  B.,  said,  that  the  disclosure 
was  made  under  a  persuasion,  that  through  the 
friend  it  would  be  conveyed  to  a  magistrate ; 
and  that  there  was  no  distinction  between  a  dis- 
closure to  the  magistrate  himself,  and  to  a  friend 
to  communicate  it  to  him."  Hardy's  case(a). 
Whiteside :  That  passage  does  not  apply. 
He  has  not  said  that  this  person  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  Government. 


(a)  24St.  Tr.808,  816. 
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Fitegerdld:  The  gronnd  suggested  is 
that  the  person's  life  woald  be  in  danger 
if  the  question  were  answered. 

SolicUor-Oenercd :  In  reply  I  say,  that 
in  the  cases  cited  in  Boscoe,  the  indlyidual 
was  not  referred  to,  except  as  the  party's 
friend.  Now  I  think  this  is  an  a  fortiori 
case ;  this  is  not  a  person  who  advises  the 
witness  to  make  a  disclosure,  but  merely 
a  person  who  told  him  a  particular  pro- 
ceeding was  going  on  to  enable  him,  of 
course,  to  obtain  the  information. 

BLACKBuaNS,  L.O.J. !  We  have  con- 
sidered the  subject,  and  the  result  is, 
that  we  do  not  feel  ourselves  called  on  to 
compel  the  witness  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion. 

Whiiende  {to  the  witness):  Then  your 
friend  remains  undiscovered,  whoever  he 
was ;  but  perhaps  I  majr  go  the  length  of 
asking  you  where  did  this  unknown  friend 
go  to  find  you — to  what  place? — I  met 
him  perchance  at  that  time. 

Then  a  man  you  met  perchance  is 
privileged.  Where  did  you  meet  per- 
chance— ^what  part  of  the  town  ? — Capel 
Street. 

Blacxbubnb,  L.O.J. :  Do  not  assume 
that  we  have  considered  the  question  of 
privilege  at  all. 

DoHERTT,  C.J. :  Do  not  assume  the 
Court  to  have  ruled  it  on  the  ground  of 
privilege  at  all. 

Whiteside  {ta  the  witness) :  Tell  me  where 
he  met  youP — I  think  he  met  me  in 
Sackville  Street. 

How  long  did  you  converse  with  him  P 
— ^Not  a  second. 

He  told  you  that  the  meeting  was  going 
on  P — No,  but  he  reminded  me  of  it. 

He  reminded  you  of  it  P — Yes ;  because 
I  had  previously  told  him. 

And  then  you  went  ?— Yes,  then  I 
went. 

Is  that  person  in  any  employment  in 
Dublin  P — ^Me  is  a  gentleman  of  rank  and 
respectability,  and  of  hereditary  loyalty. 

Of  what  P— Of  hereditary  loyalty  to  the 
Crown.  I  met  him  at  twelve,  and  went 
to  the  meeting  about  two.  A  great  many 
persons  were  present  and  spoke.  I  had 
no  pen,  ink,  or  paper. 

You  were  quite  happy  while  you  were 
there.  Did  you  talk  with  anybody  there  P 
—No,  not  a  word. 

You  are  a  silent  fellow  P — I  did  not 
speak  a  single  word. 

Did  you  speak  one  word  after  you  came 
away  P  Did  you  meet  your  friend  after 
you  came  outP — Yes,  I  saw  him  that 
niffht. 

How  often  have  you  seen  him  since 
thatP— Very  often. 

I  suppose  you  generally  called  on  him 
when  you  had  any  little  news  to  com- 
municate P — I  did  correspond  with  him. 


Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  Was  he  the  me- 
dium of  your  communication  with  the 
Gt)vernment  ? — I  think  so,  my  lord. 

Whiteside  :  Several  gentlemen  spoke  at 
that  meeting  P — Yes. 

And  the  question  was,  as  yon  have  de- 
scribed it,  whether  they  would  resist  the 
proclamation,  or  submit  to  it ;  or  whether, 
as  you  have  phrased  it,  they  would  adopt 
a  system  of  'passive  resistance.  Which 
way  did  you  vote  P^-I  voted  for  passive 
resistance. 

Which  way  did  Mr.  O'Brim  vote  P— 
Mr.  O'Brien  did  not  move  off  his  seat. 
He  did  not  vote  either  way  to  the  best  of 
myjndgment  and  belief. 

How  manv  persons  did  you  see  at  the 
meeting  of  the  League  on  that  day  P — At 
that  meeting  of  the  19th,  I  saw  Brennan, 
Dillon,  M*  Gee,  0*  Oorman,  and  Mr.  O'Brien. 

One  speaker  said,  that  they  were  wait- 
ing for  heaven  to  forge  the  rifles,  and 
angels  to  draw  the  trigger.  Is  that  ori- 
ginal P — ^No. 

What  author  is  that  P— That  is  the 
language  that  was  made  use  of. 

You  told  that  to  your  friend  P — ^I  wrote 
it ;  I  wrote  every  thing  that  occurred. 

Whei-e  are  all  those  writings  nowP — 
At  home. 

So  I  thought ;  and  your  friend  gave  you 
back  the  writings  which  you  sent  to  himP 
—Yes. 

Now,  you  say  you  have  seen  members  of 
the  Curran  club  with  arms ;  what  kind  of 
arms  P  When  did  you  see  them  P — I  saw 
them  at  the  time  of  MitcheVs  trial. 

With  armsP — I  saw  two  with  arms— 
with  muskets. 

What  street  did  you  see  them  inP— 
Capel  Street. 

What  hour  was  it  P— After  ten  o'clock. 

Were  the  bayonets  fixed  P— No. 

That  is  a  very  public  street  in  Dublin  P 
— It  was  a  very  private  street  at  that 
time. 

And  they  walked  with  guns  on  their 
shoulders  tnrough  Capel  Street  that  night  P 
— ^They  did  ;  I  say  two. 

Any  more  with  pikes  P— Not  at  that 
time,  but  at  another  time. 

Did  you  not  say  on  your  direct  examina- 
tion, which  was  written  down  with  due 
formality,  that  you  saw  the  Carran  club 
with  arms — guns  and  pikes  ;  I  call  on  you 
to  tell  me  distinctly  where  you  saw  those 
pikes  P — I  saw  one  at  one  time  with  a  pike, 
and  another  at  another  time. 

Where  did  you  see  them  go  in  with 
pikes  P — Into  their  own  room. 

Where  P— I  think  at  the  place,  98,  Capel 
Street. 

Is  that  the  reading-room  I  have  seen 
there  P — Yes,  you  might  have  seen  it } 
that  is  the  Curran  club. 

You  saw  them  go  in  there  more  than 
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once  with  guns  P — ^J  did,  before  I  was  a 
member. 

And  pikes  P — I  did. 

And  bowa  P — No,  nothing  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  Dobbyn,  you  told  me  there  was  a 
handy  man  of  your  acquaintance  who 
made  these  things  cheap;  would  it  be 
trespassing  on  you  too  much  to  ask  his 
name  ? — Ranlon, 

Did  you  ever  see  him  m&ke  a  gunP — 
Yes. 

Now,  you  said  that  at  this  meeting,  there 
was  some  conyersation  with  reference 
to  a  meeting  on  the  21st,  and  you  have 

given  five  accounts  of  it ;  which  of  these 
ve  accounts  is  the  truth  P — I  don't  know. 

Listen  to  this:  you  said  that  it  was 
stated  at  that  meeting,  that  a  meeting 
would  be  held  on  the  21st  on  account  of 
important  business;  did  you  not  swear 
that?^I  did  use  that  word. 

Did  you  not  say  it  was  a  meeting  to 
review  the  clubs  P — I  did  ;  I  call  that 
important. 

And  did  you  not  say  that  it  was  a 
meeting  for  the  arrangement  of  sub- 
committees P — T  did ;  1  consider  that  also 
important. 

-  Did  you  not  say  that  it  was  a  meeting  to 
arrange  the  clubs  P—  I  did. 

Aud  did  you  not,  lastly,  say  that  it  was 
a  meeting  to  appoint  an  Executive  Coun- 
cil P-I  did. 

Which  of  those  five  accounts  is  the 
true  one  P — ^All. 

All  are  true  P — All  are  true. 

There  was  to  be  a  meeting  held  for  all 
these  purposes  ?— Yes,  a  meeting  by  the 
clubs. 

Was  it  not  said  in  terms  that  a  meet- 
ing was  to  be  held  on  the  2l8t  for  those 
five  objects  P  Who  said  that  P— I  did  not 
say  five  objects ;  but  you  might 

Who  said  that  the  meeting  was  to  be 
held  for  any  of  those  purposes  P— You 
might  have  asked  me  at  five  different 
times,  and  I  might  have  stated  that  I 
considered  that  each  and  every  one  of 
them  was  important  business. 

Who  said  the  meeting  was  to  be  held  on 
the  21st  for  those  purposes  P 

Scott :  Did  you  hear  anyone  state  so  P — 
Yes,  I  heard  Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr.  O^Chrman 
mention  that,  and  another. 

You  were  at  the  meeting  of  the  2l8t,  the 
last  meeting,  were  you  not  P— I  was. 

Mr.  O'Brien  was  not  there  P— No. 

And  there  were  only  representatives  of 
clubs  to  be  present? — ^That  was  all.  Be- 
presentatives  of  clubs,  or  members  of  the 
council. 

You  stated  that  somebody  said  Mr. 
0*Brien  would  be  the  ringleader  of  this 
movement P — I  did  not  say  "the  ring- 
leader.** 


And  you  said  that  Mr.  Dillon  objected 
to  Mr.  0*Brten  being  proposed  for  that 
office ;  did  you  not  say  that  P — I  do ;  I 
say  that  Mr.  Dillon  objected;  all  the 
members  present  were  disposed  to  elect 
Mr.  O'Brien;  Mr.  DiUon  said  that 
Mr.  O'Brien  wished  not  to  be  elected 
on  the  council,  but  to  have  the  privilege- 
that  he  could  go  through  the  country, 
organizing  the  country  letter  than  if  he 
was  on  the  council. 

In  point  of  fact,  he  was  not  elected  P — 
He  was  not. 

How  many  people  were  there  present  at 
that  meeting  P — ^About  twenty -nine  or 
thirty. 

How  many  votes  had  the  Beverend 
Father  Kenyon? — I  was  not  the  scruti- 
neer. 

Did  you  not  hear  Father  Kewfon'e  name 
proposed  to  be  a  member  of  this  council ; 
have  you  been  told  not  to  admit  thatP  — 
No. 

Solieitor-Oenerdl:  Tell  all P— Twill  tell 
aU. 

Whiteside :  Was  his  name  proposed  as  a 
member  of  the  council  of  war  P— I  tell  you 
Mr.  Dvjy  wrote,  through  LcUor,  from 
prison,  proposing  that  Fathers  O'MaUey, 
Kenyon,  and  Hughes  should  be  elected  on 
this  executive  council. 

Three  priests  P — ^Yes;  and  there  were 
other  persons  he  named  also  to  be  elected 
on  it.  Well,  the  persons  present  unani- 
mously opposed  electing  a  priest,  as  it  was 
a  council  of  war. 

IWhiteside     handed     seven     balloting 

Sapers  containing  the  name  of  the  Bev. 
[r.  Kenyon,  and  one  containing  the  name 
of  the  Bev.  Mr.  O'MdOep,  to  the  Wifyiess.l 

Do  you  still  persist  m  telling  me  that 
it  was  resolved  on  not  to  elect  a  priest  on 
the  council  of  war  before  you  went  to  the 
vote  P — I  do  swear  that  a  clergyman  was 
not  to  be  on  it ;  and  the  reason  they  said 
was  that  it  was  to  be  for  war. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Kenyon  ? — I  do. 

Where  is  he  now  P — \  don't  know. 

Is  he  not  at  this  moment  at  large  in  his 
parish  P — He  may  be. 

And  Mr.  O'Brien  is  in  the  dock,  who 
was  not  voted  for  at  that  meeting  by 
a  single  man  P — His  name  does  appear. 

Struck  out,  is  it  not  P  What  a  cautious 
informer  you  are !  Is  not  Mr.  O'Brien's 
name  struck  outP  It  was  because  he 
would  not  be  elected  P — Yes,  by  the  scruti- 
neers. 

Because  he  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  Tell  me,  how  did  you  become  a 
member  yourself  P — How  did  I  become  a 
member  P 

HowP  Who  proposed  youP — I  was 
proposed  by  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Hanhn — I  fraternized  with  him. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


129] 


The  Queen  against  Smith  O'Brien,  1848. 


[13U 


Tbftt  is  the  handy  man ;  the  same  P — 
Very  well. 

At  that  olnb  yon  belonged  to,  I  dare 
8»yi  yon  were  the  president  P — I  was 
not. 

Were  you  the  secretary  ? — I  was  not.  I 
was  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Do  not  give  me  a  ghost,  but  tell  me 
a  living  man,  a  member  of  that  club, 
called  the  Bed-Head  or  Red-Hand  Olnb, 
who  was  the  president,  describe  him  by 
nameP — ^There  was  no  president. 

Who  is  the  secretary  P — He  was  a  man 
of  the  name  of  0*CaUaglum, 

Where  is  he  P — I  believe  he  has  gone  to 
America. 

Anybody  elseP — ^No.  I  don't  think  it 
prudent  to  give  you  the  names  of  other 
persons. 

We  are  not  allowed  to  know  the  names 
of  our  brother  conspirators  ?— I  don't 
think  yon  ought. 

Now,  Mr.  Bobbyn,  may  I  take  the 
liberty  of  askiug  you  what  you  are  by 
profession  P—  A  Protestant. 

1  did  not  ask  you  that,  you  know ;  I 
meant  what  is  your  business  in  life  P— At 
present  ? 

What  were  you  bom  to  P — I  am  a  clerk. 

Where  did  you  get  the  rudiments  of 
your  legal  knowledge  P — I  have  no  legal 
knowledge. 

I  think  you  have — ^you  underrate  your 
talents. — ^No. 

Indeed  you  do.  What  did  you  begin 
life  as  P — As  a  surveyor. 

Where  did  you  carry  on  that  respect- 
able profession  ? — ^In  Ireland. 

Tell  me  whose  estate  you  ever  sur- 
veyed,  or  when  it  was  you  were  survey- 
ing p — It  is  a  good  while  back. 

Where  were  you  surveying  P— At  Kil- 
lamey. 

When  P — About  two  years  ago. 

You  gave  up  that  business  P — ^Yes. 

You  found  it  fatiguing  P — I  had  a  sprain 
in  my  leg. 

Who  did  you  serve  with  as  law  clerk  P 
— I  never  served  any  time. 

What  attorney  did  you  work  forP— 
Mr.  MonigomerUf  of  Dominick-street. 

How  long  did  you  work  for  him  P— Two 
days  after  1  came  up  from  Galway,  I  was 
with  him  since  that,  up  to  eight  or  ten 
days  ago,  when  I  came  down  here. 

What  wajges  have  you— what  is  your 
salary  P —  Fitly  pounds  a  year. 

And  all  the  time  you  attended  the 
clubs  you  were  clerk  to  Mr.  Montgomery  t 
—Yes. 

And  that  is  the  way  you  did  your  work 
for  Mr.  Montgomery  f — I  solemnly  swear 
that  Mr.  Montgomery  neither  directly  nor 
indirectly  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

But  I  say  you  served  him  by  idling  and 
going  to  the  clubs  P— No. 

85284. 


Who  first  told  you  to  go  to  the  clubs, 
Mr.  Dobhyn,  in  the  respectable  capacity 
of  an  informer  P — It  was  not  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery, 

I  did  not  ask  you  that ;  but  who  sent 
you  P — Why,  the  same  person.  That  has 
been  ruled. 

That  shows  me  what  an  apt  genius  you 
have  for  the  law.  When  was  itP — In 
June. 

Have  you  had  any  cash  yetP— I  do 
solemnly  swear  that  from  the  time  I 
entered  the  clubs,  down  to  the  time  I  left 
them,  I  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  re- 
ceived any  gratuity. 

Gratuity  r—Or  any  other  money. 

Were  you  not  compensated  P  —  No, 
never. 

Is  It  all  due  P— I  stipulated  for  nothing ; 
I  expect  nothing.  I  expect  the  protection 
of  a  subject,  and  I  expect  nothing  else. 

There  has  not  been  a  word  eaid  to  you 
about  money  P — ^Never. 

And  not  a  farthing  given  to  youP — 
No. 

You  are  a  gratuitous  informer  ?— Why  P 

You  know  you  told  a  falsehood  in  going 
into  the  club — you  said  they  went  to  plot, 
and  you  went  to  counter-plot,  and  arrayed 
yourself  under  false  colours.  Is  not  that 
so  P — I  don't  care 


yo 
[the 


all  that  P — ^And  defeated  ttielr  aim. 

You  have  not  hanged  all  your  men  yet ; 
you  are  to  be  believed  by  a  jury  first. 
Did  you  swear  an  information  P — Never. 

Did  you  ever  swear  an  information 
stating  one  word  of  these  speeches  on  the 
face  of  it,  so  that  we  could  get  a  copy  of 
it  ? — I  did  not.  I  do  swear  that  I  never 
intended  to  come  as  a  witness. 

When  did  you  first  know  that  you  were 
by  the  Government  to  be  brought  for- 
ward at  some  time  or  other,  to  inform  on 
the  clubs  P — When  1  was  handed  a  sub- 
poena. 

You  had  no  notion  of  it  before  you  were 
handed  a  subpoena  P — Two  days  before  it. 

You  had  given  all  your  information  be- 
fore P— I  had. 

Did  you  not  keep  notes  and  memo- 
randa P— I  did. 

And  you  gave  all  that  to  the  Crown — 
to  some  unknown  friend  trafficking  be* 
tween  you  and  the  Crown  P — I  did  —very 
reluctantly. 

Do  you  Know  Mr.  Hairpin  ? — I  have  seen 
him. 

Where  is  he  P — I  heard  that  he  has  been 
arrested. 

Where  is  he  at  present  P — ^I  don't  know. 

Is  he  not  secretary  to  the  Confedera- 
tion P — Yes. 

Did  he  not  know  all  the  proceedings  P 
—He  did. 

Is  he  not  alive  P — He  is. 
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In  the  oastody  of  the  Crown  P — 1  be- 
lieve he  is. 

You  m*y  go  down. 

Solicitor- General :  You  may  go  down, 
Bobbyn.     I  hare  nothing  to  ask  yon. 

Thomas  Griffin — Examined  by  Scott, 

Spoke  to  arresting  James  F,  TtoXor  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Joseph  Kennedy,  of  Bally- 
hane,  co.  Dublin,  on  the  morning  of 
July  28,  whilst  in  bed,  and  to  finding  a 
roll  of  papers  {produced)  in  a  black  bag  in 
the  room. 

Cross-examined  by  Fitzgerald. 

Did  you  put  any  marks  on  these  papers 
— how  do  you  know  them  to  be  the  same  P 
— I  opened  them  out,  and  I  saw  them  par- 
ticularly that  morning  ;  and  the  day  after 
the  magistrates  assembled,  and  they  saw 
the  papers. 

Did  you  count  them  P— No. 

How  many  were  there  in  the  bag  P — I 
could  not  tell  you. 

Were  there  fifty  P — ^It  was  a  large  roll, 
and  I  would  have  marked  them  only  they 
were  so  numerous. 

BLA.CKBURNE,  L.C.J. :  Have  you  any 
other  mode  of  identifying  these  papers  P 

Scott:  No,  my  lord.  Amongst  them 
are  the  balloting  papers. 

Mark  Pender — Examined  by  Sawse. 
Constable  in  the  Dublin  police.  Spoke 
to  seeing  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  pass  up 
Dame  Street  on  a  car  about  seven  or 
eight  in  the  morning  of  July  22.  He  had 
a  travelling  bag,  and  apparentlv  a  blue 
cloak  on  the  car.  He  went  in  the  direc- 
tion of  St.  Andrew  Street. 

Patrick  ITKenna — Examined  by  Lynch, 
Mail-guard  on  the  Wexford  night  mail. 
Spoke  to  taking  up  two  gentlemen  on  the 
22ud  of  July  last  at  Loughlinstown. 
One  of  them  was  Mr.  Meagher.  Had 
only  Been  the  gentleman  once  before. 
They  got  down  at  Enniscorthy.  Lough- 
linstown is  about  seven  miles  from  Dub- 
lin. It  was  five  minutes  after  five  on 
Sunday  morning. 

Francis  Durdevie — Examined  by  the  Attor- 
ney-Oeneral, 

Constable.  Spoke  to  seeing  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien  arrive  at  Enniscorthy  by  the  day 
coach  about  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  of 
Saturday,  July  22. 

Did  ^ou  hear  him  say  anything  when 
he  arrived  P — Immediately  after  his  a- 
liffhting  fVom  the  coach  there  were  about 
aliundred  persons  assembled;  he  asked 
them  if  they  were  all  repealers,  and  I 
heard  no  reply* 

Did  he  say  anything  else  P — ^Not  in  my 
hearing.    I    saw    Mr.  Meagher  and  Mr. 


0*Brien  on  the  next  day  in  the  streets  of 
Enniscorthy  immediately  after  last  mass. 

Did  you  hear  Mr.  O'Brien  say  anything 
on  that  Sunday  P— He  said  be  was  glad 
there  was  a  club  formed  in  the  town,  but 
regretted  that  its  members  were  so  few, 
and  that  thev  did  not  receive  that  sup- 
port that  might  be  expected  from  so 
populoas  a  town. 

What  else  P— That  a  club  should  be 
formed  in  every  town. 

Well  P— And  that  parish  clubs  should 
also  be  established,  so  as  to  complete  the 
organization.  He  was  happy  to  see  so 
many  of  the  police  present.  That  they 
were  a  fine  body  of  men,  and  all  Irish- 
men ;  that  they  should  be  treated  as 
friends  until  they  proved  themselves 
otherwise ;  that  he  was  received  in  many 
parts  of  Ireland  in  a  friendly  mann^  by 
a  great  portion  of  the  British  soldiery. 
He  alluded  to  the  suspension  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act.  He  said  he  could 
not  tell  but  that  there  was  a  warrant  at 
that  time  in  the  hands  of  the  police  for 
his  arrest.    He  called  on  the  pople  to 

r'epare  for  any  emergency.  That  is  all 
know  of  his  speech. 

What  did  Mr.  Meagher  say  P— He  said 
he  always  was  and  ever  would  remain  the 
unrelenting  enemy  of  the  British  Qovom- 
ment.  That  he  had  the  honour,  a  short 
time  ago,  of  addressing  60,000  Tipperary 
men.  That  they  were  prepared — or  that 
they  swore,  I  cannot  say  which — to  do 
their  duty.  He  alluded  to  the  differences 
he  had  with  the  late  Mr.  O'Connell  I 
cannot  give  the  words.  He  said  the  best 
way  to  make  amends  would  be  to  bring 
the  fiag  of  liberty  and  plant  it  on  his 
tomb. 

Did  any  one  speak  after  Mr.  Meagher  f 
— Mr.  Bilhm  was  introduced.  He  said 
that  if  they  expected  that  he  would  make 
a  speech  they  would  be  disappointed. 
He  heard  the  Wexford  men  were  not 
good  for  making  speeches  or  holding 
political  meetings.  They  were  brave  and 
determined ;  that  they  all  had  a  gun  in 
the  comer,  and  were  always  sure  to  hit 
their  mark.  They  left  Enniscorthy  im- 
mediately  after. 

They  went  on  the  road  leading  to  the 
county  of  Kilkenny  P— They  did. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside. 

You  were  at  school  in  your  youth  P — I 
was. 

And  spoke  speeches  when  you  were 
young  P— No. 

Nay,  you  have  spoken  the  speech  most 
admirably.  Where  were  you  standing 
that  day  r — In  the  crowd. 

I  need  not  ask  if  you  had  a  writing- 
desk  with  you  P — I  had  not. 
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How  long  did  the  whole  speechificatioD 
last  P— Yery  little  more  than  half  an  hour. 

John  Bowling — ^Examined  by  Scott. 

Constable.      Spoke    to    seeing    Smith 

O'Brien,  Meagher,  and  Dillon  drive  into 

Oraignamana,  co.  Kilkenny,  on  Sunday, 

July  23,  about  four  o'clock.    Mr.  O'Brien 

SK>ke  to  the  crowd  from  the  house  of  one 
eneral  CUmey.  1  did  not  hear  what  he 
said.  The  crowd  was  too  great  and  rather 
excited,  and  they  kept  me  back.  I  think 
three  or  four  hundred  persons  were  there. 
I  heard  Mr.  Meagher  state  that  he  was  a 
young  man  entering  into  political  life, 
and  one  of  the  young  generation  now 
addressing  one  of  the  old,  turning  round 
to  Greneral  Cloney,  an  insurgent  of  '98. 

Did  he  call  him  an  insurgent  of  '98  P — 
No,  he  did  not.  He  said  he  had  been 
travelling  through  the  different  towns  of 
Ireland,  and  that  there  were  clubs  formed 
in  a  great  many  towns.  He  said  there 
was  a  club  formed  in  Enniscorthy,  and 
also  one  in  Kilkenny ;  and  that  he  under- 
stood that  they  wore  about  to  form  one  in 
the  town  of  draignamana.  And  he  said 
he  had  no  objection  to  forming  a  club  in 
Graignamana,  as  he  considered  it  a  very 
good  movement.  He  also  said  that  the 
Hahecu  Corpue  Act  was  suspended;  and 
that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Q-ovorn- 
ment  to  take  the  noolest  man  in  the  land 
and  put  him  in  prison,  and  keep  him 
there  during  pleasure.  He  told  the  people 
to  beware  of  the  claws  of  the  law,  and  to 
commit  no  breach.  I  heard  Mr.  Meagher 
speak  no  more.  Mr.  Billon  spoke  a  few 
words.  He  said  there  was  a  warrant  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  for  the  arrest  of 
Mr.  SnUth  O'Brien,  and  he  asked  the  crowd 
if  any  number  of  jpolice  came  there  to 
arrest  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  would  they  be 
satisfied,  to  let  him  go,  and  they  answered 
*•  No."  He  then  told  the  people,  such  as 
would  not  let  him  go,  to  hold  up  their 
hands,  and  they  all  put  up  their  hands. 
I  heard  no  more.  They  came  from  the 
place  where  they  were  speaking  down  to 
the  hotel  and  drove  on  in  the  direction  of 
Kilkenny. 

Feter  Bto&e  -  Examined  by  Sauese, 

County  inspector  of  Kilkenny.  Spoke 
to  seeing  Mr.  O'Brien  in  Kilkenny,  about 
eleven  or  twelve  on  Monday,  Juljr  24th, 
and  to  seeing  him  drive  from  Kilkenny 
with  two  other  gentlemen  in  the  direction 
of  Callan. 

Edward  S^^eiM— Examined  by  Lynch. 

Spoke  to  seeing  Mr.  O'Brien  in  Kilkenny 
one  day  last  July. 

Robert  Mahoney — Examined  by  the 
Attorney  •  General, 
Spoke  to  seeing  Mr.  O'Brien  and  two 


other  gentlemen  arrive  at  Callan  on  a 
oar  on  Mondi^,  July  24th,  at  about  one 
o'clock.  Eight  or  nine  hundred  people 
collected.  There  were  numbers  on  the 
streets  before  they  came,  and  they  were 
going  to  liffht  a  bonfire  on  the  cross  of 
Callan  for  them. 

Did  you  take  a  note  at  the  time  P — ^No, 
but  I  wrote  it  immediately  on  going  to 
the  barrack. 

Is  that  the  note  you  made  at  the  time 
{referring  to  some  paper  which  the  wiineee 
held  in  his  hand)  P— Yes. 

Just  Btate  what  Mr.  O'Brien  said  on  that 
occasion. — Mr.  O'Brien  said  he  had  tra- 
velled from  Wexford  to  Enniscorthy  and 
Graigue ;  and  the  question  he  put  to 
them  now  was,  if  he  had  been  arrested, 
would  they  let  him  go  P  and  they  all  said 
no,  they  would  not.  He  also  said  that  he 
was  glad  to  see  the  police  there,  that  they 
had  sound  Irish  hearts,  and  that  they 
would  be  better  under  an  Irish  Govern- 
ment than  under  English  and  Scotch  men. 
He  called  on  them  repeatedly  to  organize 
their  clubs,  and  to  be  ready,  for  the  time 
was  at  hand.  Mr.  Meagher  said  he  was 
glad  to  see  so  many  among  them  wearing 
the  green,  that  he  expected  to  wear  it  before 
long  nimself.  He  called  on  the  people  to 
treat  them  as  brother  Irishmen.  The  police 
I  thought  he  meant ;  he  spoke  of  the  green. 
That  their  fathers,  mothers,  sisters,  and 
brothers  were  among  them .  He  said  there 
were  only  two  alternatives.  One,  to  lie 
down  and  have  the  halter  placed  round 
their  necks,  or  to  make  one  bold  and 
determined  effort  to  throw  off  the  yoke, 
to  make  Ireland  a  free  and  independent 
nation. 

Cross-examined  by  Fitzgerald, 

Did  you  make  a  deposition  in  this 
case  P — I  wrote  it  out. 

When  did  you  make  your  information 
before  the  magistrate  P — On  the  6th  of 
September. 

What  was  the  day  you  said  this  meeting 
took  place  P— On  the  24th  of  July.  My 
note  was  made  after  dinner  in  the  evening 
of  the  day  on  which  the  speeches  were 
made. 

Fairich  Co^^ian— Examined  by  ScoU. 

Spoke  to  a  meeting  at  Carrick-on*Suir 
on  Monday  evening,  July  24.  Hr. O'Brien 
spoke  from  a  window  to  about  five  thou- 
sand persons. 

State  now,  from  your  recollection,  what 
he  said  in  his  address  to  the  people  on 
that  occasion  P— It  will  be  necessary  to 
apply  to  the  notes  that  I  have  taken. 

When  did  you  take  these  notes  P — Imme- 
diately after  the  meeting. 

Then  you  may  look  at  them.  If  you 
can  reoollect  without  the  notes,  say  so. 
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Blackbuene,  L.O.J. :  Do  you  require 
those  notes  to  refresh  your  memory? — 
No,  my  lord.  He  said  he  was  surprised 
and  delighted  to  see  so  large  a  concourse 
of  people  there  before  him,  particularly 
as  he  appeared  so  unexpectedly.  He  said, 
*'  I  see  and  admire  your  entnusiasm,  but 
the  best  way  I  can  judge  or  test  the  feel- 
ings of  your  hearts  is  by  calling  you  at 
once  to  the  field.  I  have  bo  tell  you  I  am 
about  to  be  made  a  victim  to  English  mis- 
rule and  English  domination,  but  there  is 
a  time  gone  by  when,  if  any  of  mv  blood  or 
ancestors  were  about  to  be  seized  on " 

PrUon&r :  Speak  a  little  louder. 
"About  to  be  seized  on,  no  matter  by 
whom,  there  were  strong  arms  and  stout 
hearts  that  would  not  allow  it.  I  now 
ask  you,  will  you  allow  it  P  "  The  answer 
from  the  crowd  was  **No,  never." 

Did  he  add  anything  P— Yes ;  he  said,  «*  I 
know  you  also  have  strong  nerves  and 
stout  arms,  and  I  stand  here  and  tell  you 
that  I  want  not  place  or  emolument,  that 
I  have  sacrificea  near  and  dear  family 
ties,  and  I  am  now  determined  with  you 
to  sacrifice  life — but  this  is  not  the  time 
for  speeching."  Mr.  0*Brien  retired  after 
that,  and  Mr.  Meagher  came  out.  I 
saw  Mr.  O'Brien  afterwards,  while  Mr. 
Meagher  was  speaking  at  the  window.  I 
have  not  so  good  a  recollection  of  Mr. 
Meagher's  speech. 

Did  you  make  a  note  of  it  the  same 
day  P — 1  did,  immediately  afterwards.  I 
bad  then  a  perfect  recollection.  Mr. 
Meagher  speaks  much  more  quick  than 
Mr.  O'Brien.  Mr.  O'Brien  spoke  with 
emphasis,  but  it  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  recollect  without  looking  over  Mr. 
Meagher's  speech.  {The  witness  referred  to 
his  note.) 

Can  you  recollect  or  state  anything  that 
Mr.  Meagher  said  on  that  occasion  r— He 
said,  **  People  of  Oarrick,  when  last  I  ap- 
peared amongst  you  I  was  on  business 
connected  with  my  country,  but  now  I  am 
upon  Qovemment  business.  The  Govern- 
ment has  advanced  a  step  lately."  Mr. 
Meagher  then  alluded  to  the  arrest  of 
Mr.  Mitchel  and  to  his  transportation. 
He  talked  of  Mr.  MUeheVs  talents.  He 
said  one  of  the  most  gifted  of  the  citizens 
-of  this  island  was  sent  away  by  the  acts  of 
the  G-ovemment ;  and  he  talked  of  five 
others,  who  were  arrested,  who  were 
equally  gifted.  He  complained  of  the 
Grovemment  for  having  transported  Mr. 
Mitchel.  He  made  an  allusion  to  the 
judges,  but  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was 
bloody  or  perjured  judges.  He  said,  that 
every  step  which  the  Gt)vemment  ad- 
vanced, he  would  advance  one  to  meet 
them.  He  said,  *'The  scenes  of  '98  are 
talked  of,  but  thev  can  only  punish  us  with 
doath ;  I  am  ready  to  meet  it.    I  am  ready 


to  meet  it  in  defence  of  my  unhappy 
country.**  He  made  some  allusion  to 
French  fire-ships;  he  compared  Ireland 
to  a  French  fire-ship.  He  said  it  had 
sunk  beneath  the  waters  only  for  a 
moment,  and  had  risen  again  into  a 
glorious  republic ;  and  he  hurrahed  then 
for  a  republic. 

What  else  did  he  say  P— He  said,  "  The 
time  is  come  when  we  must  strike  the 
blow.** 

Soott:  Are  you  sure  he  said  that? — ^I 
am  quite  sure  of  that ;  I  think  it  is  in  my 
information. 

BLA.CKBURNB,  L.C. J. :  Did  he  say  any 
moreP — **It  is  decreed  not  here  (Mr. 
Meagher  then  pointed  to  the  heavens)— it 

is  decreed  not  here  but  above **     Shall 

I  go  on,  my  lordP 

Scott :  Yes,  if  there  is  anything  else  that 
you  are  sure  he  said.— **  I  tell  you  I  am 
ready,  but  we  must  not  do  anything 
hurriedly  or  in  a  confused  manner.  I  give 
you  a  few  hours  to  deliberate,  and  again 

tell  you  that  I  am  ready "  (The  wi^ess 

then  looked  at  his  note)    The  people  sepa- 
rated. 

Can  you  state  at  all  what  was  the 
appearance  of  the  crowd  when  those 
speeches  were  madeP — They  appeared 
terribly  excited. 

Were  you  apprehensive 

Whiteside:    1  object  to  a  policeman's 
apprehension  being  made  evidence  against 
the  prisoner. 
8eoU:  Very  well. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside. 

This  is  your  note.  On  your  oath,  was 
that  paper  written  in  your  hand  P — It  was 
written  since  I  came  to  Clonmel ;  I 
wrote  this  from  the  notes  from  which  my 
informations  were  taken. 

Did  you  not  give  us  to  understand  that 
the  paper  you  spoke  of  was  the  original 
note  P  You  told  the  jury  that  was  a  copy  P 
— This  is  a  true  copy  of  the  informations 
lodged  by  me. 

Whiteside:  I  warn  the  Crown,  I  will 
not  allow  another  paper  to  be  referred  to. 
If  it  was  a  five-shilling  action  he  would 
not  be  allowed  to  refresh  his  memory  in 
that  way. 

BiiACKfiURNK,  L.C.  J. :  We  never  heard  a 
word  of  the  original  document,  or  whether 
it  was  a  copy  of  the  document. 

Whiteside :  On  what  day  did  yon  make 
the  note;  it  is  '*  last  past"  on  this  thing P 
— Immediately  after  the  meeting  separ- 
ated ;  on  the  same  day  it  separated. 

Why  do  you  call  that  the  "  24th  of  July 
last  past "  P— I  know  it ;  I  might  have 
made  a  mistake. 

Are  you  in  the  habit  of  reporting  P— 
Never. 
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Whiteside  (after  reading  the  information 
sworn  by  the  witness  before  Major  J<me$ 
on  Jnly  26th) :  About  "  the  French  fire- 
ship,"  *•  the  bloody  or  perjured  judges," 
or  •*  the  packed  jury,"  there  is  not  a  word. 
Now  I  have  done  with  you. 

Re-examined  by  Seoit 
How  came  you  not  to  mention  anything 
about  the  packed  lories  or  the  French  ship 
before? — If  Mr.  Jones  has  a  recollection, 
I  can  recollect  mentioning  the  words 
French  fire-ship  to  him. 

John  EctmiUon — Examined  by  Lynch. 

Confirmed  the  last  witness.  I  heard 
Mr.  O'Brien  speak.  I  wrote  on  a  piece  of 
waste  paper  some  sentences  of  the  speech 
to  draw  my  attention  to  it.  I  then  wrote 
the  original  information.  These  notes 
are  taken  from  it.  The  information  was 
prepared  about  an  hour  after  the  speech 
in  the  police  barrack.  I  can  state  the 
pur|>ort  of  Mr.  O'Brien's  speech  without 
looking  at  my  notes.  He  said  to  the 
effect: 

"  I  am  surprised  to  see  so  many  here  this  day, 
I  being  entirely  anexpected  by  you.  I  doubt 
not  of  the  enthusiasm  of  your  cheers,  but  the 
way  I  will  now  test  your  courage  is  by  calling 
yon  at  once  to  the  field.  Are  you  ready  to 
accompany  me  there  ?  I  am  about  to  be  made 
the  victim  of  Eofflish  vengeance,  but  will  yon 
permit  it?  In  times  gone  by,  if  any  of  my 
blood  were  about  to  be  seized  on,  they  would 
have  stout  hearts  and  strong  arms  to  support 
them.  Does  the  same  spirit  that  animated 
your  ancestoit  predominate  in  you  ?  Are  your 
hearts  stout  and  your  arms  nerved  to  stand  by 
me  in  the  coming  struggle?  I  saw  one  of 
Ireland's  bravest  sons  u^wn  into  a  felon's 
cave  and  transported  by  the  basest  machina- 
tions that  ever  disgraced  the  meanest  trickster. 
And  not  content  with  that,  they  have  seized  on 
five  more  and  thrown  them  into  the  same  place. 
But  will  you  acquiesce  in  their  design?  No. 
If  yoQ  are  ready,  I  for  one  am  ready  to  strike 
the  blow  for  their  and  their  country's  freedom. 
When  I  first  advocated  your  cause,  1  did  so 
without  any  design  to  aggrandize  myself;  on 
the  contrary,  I  have  sacrificed  the  dearest  ties 
and  family  connexions  in  the  common  cause  of 
the  country,  for  which  I  am  now  ready,  if 
necessary,  to  sacrifice  my  lifie.*' 

I  made  a  similar  information  about  Mr. 
Meagher's  speech.  Mr.  Meagher  com- 
menced by  saying: 

"Men  of  Carrick,  when  I  visited  you  last 
Sunday  week  I  did  not  expect  to  see  you  again 
so  soon  ;  but  the  base  and  bloody  Government 
of  England  have  made  another  step  in  their 
work  of  destruction.  For  every  step  they  make 
I  will  make  another,  until  I  meet  them  face  to 
hee.  Are  you  ready  to  stand  before  the  mili- 
tary? When  I  visited  you  last  I  came  on 
bownees;  bot  now  I  come  on  Government 
basinet.    That  Government  hat  trampled  on 


all  law,  that  Government  has  refused  to  give  us 
law ;  but  now  we  are  prepared  to  give  that 
Government  no  law." 

Proceed. — Shall  I  refer  to  my  notes  P 

Is  there  any  other  portion  of  the  speech 
that  yoQ  can  remember  without  reference 
to  your  notes? — I  should  rather  refer  to 
them  now ;  it  is  rather  long ;  my  notes  in 
Mr.  Meagher's  case  are  rather  long. 

Whiteside:  There  is  no  instance  of  a 
witness  refeiring  to  hia  own  informations 
and  speaking  them ;  that  is  what  Mr. 
Lynch  has  said. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  The  information 
was  drawn  up  by  himself,  in  his  own 
handwriting,  an  hour  after  the  trans- 
action occnrred. 

Lynch :  It  is  not  as  an  information,  but 
as  a  note  in  his  own  handwriting.  (To  the 
witness:)  Now,  looking  to  that  to  refresh 
your  memory,  tell  us  anything  further  that 
Mr.  Meagher  said  on  that  occasion. — ^He 
said: 

**  With  packed  juries  and  bloody  judges  they 
had  prosecuted  the  bravest  of  Ireland's  young 
citizens  with  a  demon  vengeance.  What  we 
are  about  to  do  reqoires  a  few  hours'  delibera- 
tion. We  must  not  be  carried  away  by  the 
enthusiasm  of  our  feelings.  To  make  our  ship 
sail  steadily  we  must  have  baUast  We  must 
have  stout  hearts  to  man  her,  and  steady  bands 
at  the  helm.  Now  is  the  time  to  strike  the  blow 
to  make  Ireland  for  her  lovely  sons.  I  am 
ready  with  those  stout  hearts  and  strong  arms 
to  strike  that  blow.  If  we  fall,  we  shidl  sink 
like  the  fire-ship  of  the  French  republic  which 
sank  from  view  with  one  cry  of  '  Long  live  the 
Republic  I '  which  arose  to  the  hearing  of 
generations  then  unborn.  There  are  many  of 
you  here  who  have  children,  who,  if  you  fall, 
will  rise  in  thirty  years  to  come  to  avenge  the 
bloody  ffiaves  of  their  fathers.  What  care  I 
for  all  ti^eir  force  ?  They  may  threaten  us  with 
death ;  they  may  tear  from  ns  our  lives ;  more 
they  cannot  do,  for  they  have  already  deprived 
us  of  all  else  besides.  Death  is  the  worst  they 
can  inflict.  Death  is  the  utmost  bounds  of  their 
threats.  They  are  again  renewing  the  bloody 
deeds  of  ^98.  Then,  too,  we  had  men  of  talent 
of  the  country  to  stand  by  us ;  then,  too,  they 
prosecuted  those  talented  men  ;  then,  too,  they 
had  packed  juries  and  bloody  judges ;  then  they 
had  a  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act. 
Then  the  judges,  who,  with  folded  arms,  pre* 
sided  over  those  scenes,  red  with  the  blood  of 
their  victims,  retired  to  their  festirities  with  the 
satisfaction  of  baring  done  their  duty  to  their 
Govenmient.  But  I  tell  them,  that  the  time  it 
now  come  when  the  mown  down  grass  shall 
spring  again ;  and  here  it  is  I  tell  them,  that 
that  grass  which  I  now  see  grow  here  this  day 
beneath  me,  shall  rise  in  one  rapid  sway  and  bury 
beneath  its  overwhelming  growth  the  destroyers 
of  our  lovely  island." 

Cross-examined  by  Fitzgerald. 
As  I  understand  you,  the  notes  you  took 
were  taken  after  the  speeches  were  oyer  f 
—Yes. 
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It  was  out  of  those  notes,  whatever  they 
were,  that  you  formed  the  information  P 
—Yes. 

Who  was  present  when  you  wrote  out 
your  information  P — There  were  several 
other  policemen  present ;  they  were  back- 
wards and  forwards  in  my  room  when  I 
was  writing. 

You  learnt  this  off  by  heart  P — Part  of  it 
I  did. 

That  is,  you  learnt  Mr.  O'Brien's 
speech  P — I  did. 

Mr.  Meagher's  you  did  not;  Mr. 
Meagher's  trial  was  not  to  be  on  to-day  P 
— ^That  was  not  the  reason. 

You  knew  it  ? — I  did,  of  course. 

Monday,  October  2,  1848. 

Charles  Vervkon^  Registrar  of  News- 
papers, deposed  that  he  believed  a  letter 
produced  was  in  the  handwriting  of 
Charles  Oavan  Duffy, 

In  cross-examination,  he  stated  that  he 
believed  Duffy  had  been  in  prison  from 
about  July  8th. 

Timothy  O'SuLlwa/ni — Bxamined  by  the 
Attorney-  General. 

Of  Mullinahone,  co.  Tipperary.  Spoke 
to  seeing  the  prisoner  at  Mullinahone  on 
Tuesday,  July  26,  about  twelve  or  one 
o'clock.  There  was  another  gentleman 
with  him.  I  heard  his  name  was  Dillon, 
I  saw  Mr.  O'Brien  speaking  to  the 
Mullinahone  club.  I  could  not  hear 
what  he  said.  He  remained  in  the  street 
about  two  hours.  He  moved  along  the 
street,  llie  number  of  people  increased. 
He  then  went  towards  Mr.  Kickham's, 
at  the  end  part  of  the  town.  I  saw  him 
speak  to  Mr.  Cahill,  the  priest. 

Mr.  Gahill  said  that  bis  proceedings 
were  very  wrong,  and  that  he  was  tee- 
totally  (sic)  against  him.  Mr.  O'Brien 
went  mto  Mr.  Wright's  house  and  remained 
there  an  hour  or  half  an  hour.  I  saw  him 
come  out  of  Wright's  about  two.  There 
were  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  people 
there.  He  stood  upon  the  wall  outside  at 
Mr.  Wright's,  and  addressed  a  number  of 
people,  and  said  now  was  the  time  for 
them  to  seek  for  their  rights ;  that  the 
Government  was  very  near  a  change ; 
that  there  was  a  warrant  against  himself, 
and  that  he  hoped  the  people  would  not 
let  him  be  arrested ;  and  they  said  they 
would  not;  that  Irishmen  could  hold 
their  own  places,  and  their  own  govern- 
ment and  situations,  in  place  of  English- 
men. He  spoke  a  good  deal  on  the  subject, 
but  I  do  not  recollect  it.  Mr.  Dillon  also 
spoke  for  about  half-an-hour,  but  I  cannot  , 
recollect  it.  ; 

Mr.  O'Brien  went  into  Wright's,  and  , 
came  out  about  three  or  four  o'clock,  ; 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  sueech-  • 
ing.    I  saw  him  marching  througn  the 


streets,  through  the  town.  About  200 
persons  walked  with  him.  Two  deep 
they  walked.  They  returned  in  about  a 
qu£^ter  of  an  hour. 

Did  he  leave  Wright's  again  that 
evening  ?— Not  till  after  dusk. 

Were  there  many  people  about  the  place 
at  that  time  P — There  were  hundreos  of 
persons. 

What  did  Mr.  O'Brien  say  or  do  when 
he  came  out  when  it  was  dnsK,  as  you  say  P 
— He  told  them  all  to  get  their  arms,  that 
he  might  see  the  strength  of  them. 

Did  you  see  arms  either  with  '^, O'Brien 
himself,  or  with  any  of  the  people  ? — I  did. 

Did  you  see  any  arms  with  Mr.  O'Brien 
himself  P— I  did.  He  had  a  pistol  in  his 
left  side  ;  it  was  exposed  out. 

Had  any  of  the  other  people  arms  at 
that  timeP — They  had  all  sorts  of  arms 
and  weapons ;  I  think  about  200. 

What  description  of  arms  P  —  Guns, 
pikes,  and  old  swords,  pitchforks  and 
scythes. 

What  did  you  see  them  do  at  that  time  P 
—They  marched  through  the  street. 

Were  there  many  people  unarmed 
among  them  P — There  were  numbers. 

Was  Mr.  O'Brien  with  them  P — He  was. 

What  part  of  the  town  did  they  march 
through  P — They  marched  down  Carrick- 
street ;  they  marched  up  Fethard-street 
and  Chapel-street,  and  then  went  up  to 
meet  the  main  body  at  Wright's,  and 
halted  them  there. 

How  many  were  in  the  main  body,  do 
you  suppose  P — The  main  body  was  five  or 
six  thousand. 

When  you  talk  of  the  arms,  describe 
which  of  the  two  bodies,  or  whether  both 
of  them,  or  one  of  them,  were  armed  p — 
The  entire,  when  they  met,  were  armed. 

You  said  just  now  that  there  were  a 
good  many  of  the  people  unai'medP — 
Yes. 

Did  the  armed  people  and  the  unarmed 
people  march  together,  or  was  there  any 
Eeparation  of  themP— Thero  was^  in  the 
latter  end. 

Now,  describe  what  took  place  about 
this  separation  that  you  speak  of  P — Mr. 
O'Brien  desired  that  none  should  fall  into 
the  ranks  but  such  as  had  arms, 

MooBE,  J. :  This  was  when  the  two 
bodies  joined  at  Wright's  f — Yes,  my  lord, 

Attorney-Oeneral :  Did  they  do  as  Mr. 
O'Brien  desired  them;  was  there  any 
separation  made  at  the  timeP — Yes;  I 
think  some  of  them  went  away ;  I  saw 
some  of  the  unarmed  going  off. 

How  long  did  this  party  of  armed  men 
continue  in  the  street  that  night  P — ^I 
think  all  the  night,  mostly— the  most  of 
the  night. 

Did  you  remark  Wrighl^s  house  that 
night  P— Yes. 
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Were  there  auy  armed  people  about 
that  bouse  P — There  were. 

What  were  the  armed  people  doing  P — 
They  were  gaarding  the  place ;  he  or&red 
them  to  guard  himself. 

Did  you  hear  him  give  these  directions  P 
—Yes, 

A  /i«ror :  Did  Mr.  O'Brien  say  for  what 
purpose  he  was  to  be  guarded  P — That  he 
might  nut  be  arrested. 

I  saw  Mr.  0*Brieth  the  next  morning 
between  seven  and  eight,  I  saw  him  going 
into  the  police  barrack.  Two  persoEs  were 
with  him.  I  understand  they  were  named 
his  body-guard.  One  was  O'Bonohoe,  I 
heard;  and  the  other  8teven8(a).  Mr. 
0*Br%en  had  a  pike  in  his  hand,  and  a  cap 
on  him  with  a  gold  band  or  list.  The  two 
persons  with  hmi  were  armed.  One  had  a 
double-barrelled  gun ;  and  the  other  had, 
I  think  it  was,  a  fowling  piece. 

Mr.  O'Brien  address^  about  two  hun- 
dred people  the  same  morning  at  Wright's^ 
I  saw  a  number  of  pikes  and  cuns.  He 
left  about  eleven  or  twelve.  I  did  not  see 
him  leave.  I  saw  the  people  leave ;  most 
of  them  went  towards  Ballinffarry,  five  or 
six  miles  off.  They  marched  with  pikes, 
I  saw  Mr.  O'Brien  the  next  day,  Thursday, 
about  twelve  or  one,  coming  into  Mullin- 
ahone  from  Ballingarry,  leading  a  body  of 
armed  men,  with  a  pike  on  his  shoulder, 
and  a  cap  on,  in  front  of  them.  He  was 
walking.  There  were  about  260  in  the  main 
body.  There  was  an  advanced  guard  of 
about  twenty  or  thirty  men.  He  was  with 
the  main  body.  The  advanced  party 
were  armed  and  led  by  a  man  on  horse- 
back with  the  appearance  of  a  gentleman. 
He  had  a  pistol  and  a  short  sword,  and 
a  belt  round  his  waist,  with  a  small 
Bword  and  a  dagger  to  it,  O'Donohoe 
and  Stevens,  armed  as  the  day  before, 
were  with  Mr.  O'Brien  at  the  head  of  the 
main  body.  The  main  body  was  coming 
four  deep.  The  men  leading  the  advanced 
guard  halted  them  at  a  hirer's  place  in 
Carrick-street,  and  ordered  some  bread. 
The  main  body  came  up,  and  halted  at  the 
same  place.  I  did  not  go  near  enough  to 
hear  what  they  were  saying. 

A  Juror :  Did  you  hear  uie  leader  of  the 
advanced  party  order  bread  P— No,  but  I 
saw  him  getting  it, 

A  Jwor :  Did  you  hear  who  ordered  it  P 
The  man  on  horseback. 

Do  you  know  whether  he  paid  for  it  P— 
I  cannot  say. 

Was  it  eaten  on  the  spot  P— Yes ;  they 
halted  in  the  street,  and  it  was  divided 
among  them. 

What  did  they  do  aft^r  they  got  the 

Ca)  Junes  Stevens,  afterwards  Head  Centre 
of  the  Irish  Republican  Brotherhood  during  the 
Fenian  movement. 


bread  p — They  broke  out  of  ranks  in  the 
course  of  time,  and  went  about  the  street. 

Were  there  any  shots  fired  P— There 
were. 

Were  there  many P— There  were;  the 
persons  who  were  in  the  main  guard  in 
front — the  persons  marching  with  Mr. 
Smith  O'Brien,  fired  shots  when  they  dis- 
persed from  him. 

Was  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  with  the  per- 
sons who  fired  the  shots  P — No,  he  had  left 
the  town  at  the  time. 

Was  there  any  ringing  of  bells  at  all 
during  any  portion  of  these  transactions  P 
— There  was  the  first  evening,  and  upon 
Thursday  they  rang  the  bells  twice,  Tney 
rang  the  first  day. 

Did  you  remark  any  fires  lighted  about  P 
— Yes,  they  were  the  first  evening. 

Where  P — Round  the  place ;  in  the  street, 
some  of  them. 

Were  there  any  in  the  country  about  P 
There  were,  on  Sleivenamon  and  the  sur- 
rounding hills  and  places. 

Can  you  say  about  how  many  P — I  did 
not  count  them ;  about  ten  or  twenty  of 
them ;  I  noticed  about  ten  or  twenty  of 
them. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside. 

Now,  upon  your  oath,  was  not  the  bread 
bought  at  Conimy's  /—Yes,  I  think  it  was. 

Was  anybody  shot  in  the  town  P— No, 
not  in  my  hearing. 

The  night  Mr.  O'Brien  went  in  yoil 
heard  him  say  he  wished  to  be  protected 
from  being  arrested  P — Yes. 

And  there  was  a  guard  put  on  the  house 
during  the  night  P — Yes. 

Does  your  memory  improve  by  lapse  of 
time ;  you  have  talked  of  five  thousand 
men  P— Yes. 

Was  that  the  number  you  originally 
fixed  upon,  or  was  it  three  hundred  r— No, 
6ir. 

About  what  time  was  there  five  thousand 
men  P — About  nightfall. 

You  are  able  to  reckon  them  in  the 
dark ;  you  see,  like  the  cats,  best  at  night  P 
— As  near  as  I  could  guess. 

Were  you  in  the  police  P — Yes, 

What  were  you  dismissed  for  P — I  was 
not  dismissed  at  all.  I  was  not  charged 
with  opening  a  despatch-box,  or  putting 
a  document  into  the  box.    I  resigned. 

Like  a  well-bred  do^  when  he  is  about 
to  be  kicked  down  stairs,  you  resigned; 
was  that  so  P— No. 

Do  you  swear  you  left  the  police  force 
without  having  been  guilty  of  any  impro- 
priety P — ^I  do. 

David  TTtTltama— Examined  by  the 
SoUoUor-  General, 

Head  constable  at  Mullinahone.  Con- 
firmed the  last  witness.  I  saw  Mr.  O'Brien 
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addressing  about  two  hundred  people  on 
Tuesday  evening.  He  had  a  pistol  ex- 
posed in  his  left  oreast.  I  heard  him  say 
that  a  warrant  was  issued  for  his  arrest, 
and  if  taken  he  thought  he  would  be 
hanged.  He  said  he  was  anxious  to  ascer- 
tain from  the  people,  was  it  their  wish  that 
he  should  surrender  himself;  if  not,  he 
was  prepared  to  resist  anj  attempt  that 
might  be  made  to  arrest  him. 

Did  he  obserre  you,  are  you  able  to  say  P 
— I  am  sure  he  did. 

WhyP — Because  he  said  he  had  no 
anxiety  to  shoot  a  policeman. 

Any  thing  further  P — That  they  were 
persons  he  had  a  very  great  respect  for, 
and  that  he  wished  the  people  to  treat 
them  with  every  degree  of  kindness  and 
civility ;  in  fact,  to  treat  them  as  brothers 
until  they  should  prove  themselves  the 
contrary,  and  then  to  meet  them  openly, 
but  by  no  means  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

Did  he  follow  that  up  with  any  other 
observation  P — He  spoke  something  about 
another  form  of  government  in  less  than 
six  weeks;  he  said  that  there  would  be 
another  form  of  government  in  less  than 
six  weeks. 

Whiteside:  Are  you  sure  of  thisP — I 
am.     That  is  not  in  my  information. 

Solicitor- General :  After  that  did  he  say 
anything  P — Yes,  he  followed  up  that 
expression  by  saying  that  all  the  vacancies 
would  be  filled  up  by  Irishmen.  I  do  not 
recollect  anything  more. 

Was  there  anybody  with  Mr.  O'Brien 
at  this  time  P — Billon  was  there.  He  had 
a  sash  that  he  wore  across  his  breast — a 
plaid  round  the  left  shoulder.  There  was 
a  considerable  number  of  persons  in  town 
that  night.  I  saw  pikes  and  pitchforks, 
and  some  had  sticks  with  spears,  and  some 
had  sticks  with  nothing  on  the  top  of 
them,  and  some  had  firearms.  I  think 
daring  the  night  I  could  not  have  seen 
less  than  2,000  persons. 

Were  you  in  the  barrack  at  the  time 
you  made  this  observation  about  the 
number  of  persons  you  saw  P — I  was.  I 
was  up  all  night  in  the  barrack.  From 
the  great  number  of  persons  I  saw,  and 
the  shots  that  were  firing,  I  was  appre- 1 
hoDsive  that  an  attack  might  be  maae  on 
the  barrack. 

On  Wednesday  morning  Mr.  O'Brien 
came  up  to  the  barrack.  He  had  a  dark 
outside  coat  and  a  cloth  cap,  and  there 
was  a  gold  band  about  the  body  of  it,  and 
about  the  peak,  somewhat  like  a  military 
officer's  cap.  He  had  a  stick  with  a  spear 
on  it  in  his  left  hand,  and  a  pistol  in  his 
right.  I  perceived  three  pistols  in  the 
breast  of  nis  coat.  He  was  accompanied 
by  a  young  man,  who  had  a  double- 
barrelled  gun  and  a  stick ;  and  by  an  elder 
man,  O'Donohoe,  who  had  a  gun 


Did  he  address  you  P— He  did.  He  said 
he  wanted  oar  arms.  **  I  want  your  arms." 
I  said  I  could  not  comply  with  his  re- 
quest ;  that  we  could  only  part  with  the 
arms  with  our  lives. 

What  did  he  say  P— He  asked  me  did  I 
not  see  the  display  last  night.  I  said  I  did. 
He  said  that  a  barrack  where  five  hundred 
men  were  was  to  bo  attacked  that  day. 
He  said  it  would  be  better  to  give  up  the 
arms  and  go  with  him  to  Oallan,  '*  and  I 
will  place  you  under  pay."  I  don't  recol- 
lect whether  he  spoke  in  the  singular  or 
plural  number.  I  said,  **I  would  be 
unworthy  the  name  of  an  Irishman  if  I 
gave  up  my  arms." 

Did  he  make  any  further  observation  P 
— He  said  he  would  give  an  hour  to  con- 
sider, and  that  within  that  time  he 
would  have  five  hundred  men,  and  that 
resistance  would  be  useless.  He  then 
left. 

In  about  five  or  six  minutes  after  that 
I  left  the  barrack.  I  marched  the  party 
out,  and  afterwards  left  Mnllinahone  about 
twelve  o'clock.  I  went  to  Cashel,  pur- 
suant to  orders  previously  received. 

Cross-examined  by  Fitzgerald, 

What  is  the  greatest  number  that  you 
ever  knew  in  any  police  station  p  —Thirty, 
perhaps ;  but  the  number  varies  according 
to  the  importance  of  the  station,  and 
district,  and  the  duties  to  be  performed 
in  it. 

At  what  time  did  Mr.  O'Brien  leave  the 
police  barrack  P— His  stay  there  was  not 
more  than  two  minutes  I  think. 

You  say  you  left  the  town  about  twelve 
o'clock ;  what  were  you  doing  till  then  P 
— ^I  marched  the  men  out  of  the  barrack 
within  six  or  seven  minutes  after  Mr. 
O'Brien's  visit  to  it ;  and  eighty  or  ninety 
yards  from  the  barrack  we  met  Mr.  Cor» 
coran,  the  parish  priest,  and  he  said— 

Don't  tell  us  what  he  said. 

A  Juror :  What  was  the  description  of 
the  stick — one  man  has  called  it  a  pike  P 
— It  was  something  like  one  of  those 
watchmen's  sticks ;  the  spear  was  down 
on  the  ground,  and  he  held  it  that  way  in 
his  hand  {describing  it). 

Was  this  a  manufactured,  armed  walk- 
ing-stick, or  did  it  appear  to  you  got  up 
for  the  occasion  P — It  was  not  an  armed 
walking-stick. 

It  was  not  one  of  those  sticks  that  you 
conld  slip  out  the  spike  from  P— I  cannot 
describe  it. 

Prisoner :  Don't  yoa  know  it  was  not, 
sir? 

Whiteside:  Now,  Mr.  O'Brien,  pray  be 
quiet. 

Witness :  From  the  way  he  used  it,  it 
might  have  been  used  as  a  walking-stick. 
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A  Jwror :  Was  it  longer  P— It  was  about 
three  feet  and  a  half  or  four  feet  long. 

Was  it  similar  to  the  pikes  the  watch- 
men have  here  in  this  to^  n  ? — The  handle 
of  it. 

And  the  pike  P — ^No. 

Another  Juror :  Of  what  kind  was  that 
sash  P — It  was  a  plaid  sash  which  I  have 
seen  worn  by  gentlemen  frequently. 

You  mean  that  it  was  a  kind  of  shawl 
—a  Scotch  shawl  P— Yes,  it  was  one  of 
that  description. 

When  Mr.  0*Brien  and  these  two  per- 
sons went  into  the  barrack,  were  there 
any  armed  men  outside  the  barrack  P — 
There  was  not.  There  was  no  one  came 
into  the  barrack  but  two.  There  were 
yery  few  people  in  the  street. 

Neither  of  these  two  persons  nor  Mr. 
O'Brien  stated  to  you  for  what  pui^pose 
they  wanted  the  arms  P — They  did  not. 

Had  the  other  persons  pikes  alsop — 
They  had  not. 

Francis  Wiggins,  police  constable,  con- 
firmed the  last  witness. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside, 

You  represent  that  Mr.  O'Brien  had 
three  pistols P — Four:  one  in  his  hand, 
and  three  in  the  breast  pocket  of  his  coat. 

He  had  not  one  in  his  mouth  P — No. 

You  were  in  the  barrack  the  whole  of 
the  night  before  P — Yes. 

Can  you  see  through  a  stone  wall  P — No. 

You  say  there  were  about  two  thousand 
men  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

You  never  left  the  barrack  at  all  P — Not 
that  nieht. 

Mr.  O'Brien  slept  there,  I  suppose  P — I 
don't  know. 

You  saw  him  in  the  morning,  yery  early. 
Did  he  present  the  pike  you  saw  at  you  P 
— ^No. 

Was  it  a  walking-stick  P — ^It  was  not, 
indeed. 

Was  it  like  a  walking-stick  P — It  was  not. 

It  was  a  regular  pike  ;  was  it  not  P — It 
was  a  regular  spear,  or  pike. 

A  Juror :  You  said  Mr.  O'Brien  had  a 
capon  P— Yes. 

Whiteside:  Did  you  ever  see  Mr. 
O'OonneU  in  this  country  P — I  did. 

Was  it  much  the  same  kind  of  cap  that 
you  have  seen  him  wear  P — It  was. 

A  Jwror :  Was  there  any  military  em- 
blem on  it  P — There  was  a  gold  band. 

Any  thing  besides  the  gold  band  P — No- 
thing^xcept  the  peak  of  it  was  bound 
with  gold. 

Was  it  any  thing  like  a  gentleman's 
travelling  cap  P  Hare  you  ever  seen  such 
caps  on  gentlemen  travelling  P— No. 

Michael  To^^n— Examined  by  Sausse, 
Carman   in   the    employment  of   Mr. 
Thomas  Kiehham  at  Mullinahone. 


I  drove  two  gentlemanly- looking  men 
towards  Carrick-on-Snir.  I'cannot  remem- 
ber the  date.  About  four  miles  from  Mul- 
linahone, at  Nine-mile  House,  we  met  a 
man  on  horseback  coming  from  Carrick. 
The  gentlemen  got  off  the  car  and  talked 
to  him,  not  for  yery  long.  I  then  drove 
tbemback  to  Mullinahone,  and  after  feed- 
ing the  horse  drove  them  to  Ballingarry, 
about  six  miles.  About  a  mile  from  Bal- 
lingarry we  met  some  hundreds  going 
towards  Ballingarry. 

Did  you  see  whether  any  of  these  per- 
sons were  armed  or  not  ? — x  es,  with  pikes 
and  sticks. 

With  any  firearms  P — I  did  not  see 
them.  At  Ballingarry  the  two  gentlemen 
got  off,  and  went  into  the  crowd. 

Do  yoa  know  Mr.  O'Brien  /—No. 

Turn  about  and  see  if  you  see  any  one 
of  the  gentlemen  you  saw  that  day  P— No. 

I  am  not  telling  you  to  look  at  the  back 
of  the  court-house.  Just  look  in  the  dock 
before  you.  - 1  never  ssfcw  that  man  to  my 
knowledge. 

Whom  do  you  say  you  never  saw  to  your 
knowledge  P 

Whiteside:  I  beg  pardon.  This  is  a 
witness  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution. 
My  friend  has  asked  a  question,  and  the 
witness  has  answered,  and  he  has  no  right 
to  press  the  question  in  this  manner. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  You  cannot  ask 
him,  Mr.  Sausse, 

Sausse:  He  never  saw  the  man  before 
to  his  knowledge ;  I  therefore  ask  him 
what  man.  {To  Witness  :)  Is  it  before  that 
day,  or  before  this  day,  you  never  saw  this 
man  P — I  never  saw  the  man  to  my  know- 
ledge at  all. 

What  manP — This  man  here  (pointing 
to  the  prisoner). 

Not  cross-examined. 


William  ^^an— Examined  by  Lynch, 

Steward  to  the  out-door  relief  works  in 
Ballingarry.  Spoke  to  seeing  the  prisoner, 
about  two  or  three  days  before  the  fight 
at  the  Commons,  coming  up  the  street  at 
Ballingarry  in  the  direction  from  Mullina- 
hone. There  were  people  with  him.  I  saw 
no  arms  then.  I  could  not  say  exactly 
whether  Mr.  O'Brien  had  any  arms  or 
not;  there  was  a  pistol,  or  something 
like  it,  in  his  breast.  He  said  he  was 
in  dread  of  being  arrested  or  taken,  or 
a  warrant,  or  something  against  him, 
and  he  wanted  to  know  whether  the  people 
would  stand  to  him  in  case  he  was  ar- 
rested. I  could  not  catch  much  else  that 
he  said.  He  said  a  good  deal  more,  but  I 
did  not  understand  it.  Mr.  BtUon  also 
spoke.  I  cannot  recollect  what  he  said, 
not  safely.    Mr.  O'Brien  and  the  people 
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went  into  the  chapel-yard.  He  said  he 
ifr anted  so  many  of  the  people  for  the 
night  to  guard  him.  He  did  not  say 
exactly  how  many,  but  I  believe  there 
were  twenty,  or  thereabouts. 

Were  those  twenty  people  that  you  saw 
armed  P — I  was  told  so. 

Did  you  see  them  P — No. 

Did  you  see  any  armed  people  on  that 
occasion  P— Why,  I  did  not  stop  with  them 
at  all. 

Did  you  see  any  armed  people  on  that 
occasion  of  Mr.  O'Brien  going  into  the 
ohapel-yard  P — I  conld  not  say  ;  they 
might  be  armed,  for  what  I  know,  among 
the  crowd,  but  I  took  no  notice. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  You  cannot  press 
that  any  further. 

John  Kavanagh — Examined  by  the 
Attorney-  General. 

In  the  linen  and  woollen  business  at 
Ballingarry.  Declared  himself  unable  to 
identify  the  prisoner.  Spoke  to  five  or 
six  men  coming  to  his  house  about  five  or 
six  on  Wednesday,  July  26. 

Did  you  go  in  and  out  of  the  room  in 
which  they  were  P — I  went  up  at  one  time 
in  the  evening. 

What  brought  you  up  stairs  P — I  took  a 
run  up  to  see  in  what  way  they  were,  and 
I  saw  one  lying  here  and  one  lying  there 
outside  the  bed-clothes,  and  the  rest  were 
standing.  I  don't  know  whether  one  was 
sitting  or  not. 

You  were  not  speaking  to  these  gentle- 
men at  all  P — No,  I  turned  back  again. 

Did  they  eat  or  drink  any  thing  in  your 
house  that  night  before  they  went  to  bed  P 
— ^I  should  think  they  did;  there  was  a 
dinner  prepared. 

Who  prepared  the  dinner  for  them  P — 
My  wife  and  servant-maid. 

What  had  those  gentlemen  for  dinner  P 
— They  had  some  pork  steaks,  and  mutton 
chops. 

Beef  steaks,  perhaps  P — Perhaps  so. 

Who  provided  the  dinner  P — The  mis- 
tress did. 

It  was  broad  daylight  when  they  came  P 
—Yes. 

How  long  did  they  remain  in  your  shop 
before  they  went  up  stairs  P — ^Not  a  mo- 
ment ;  they  just  walked  in. 

They  did  not  tell  you  what  brought 
them  P— No. 

They  merely  came  in  and  took  posses- 
sion of  your  house  P — ^Yes. 

And  went  up  stairs  P — Yes. 

Were  they  in  and  out  of  the  house 
during  the  evening  P— Not  that  I  saw. 

Whiteside:  I  submit  the  Attomey-Qene" 
ral  is  not  examining  this  witness  in  a 
regular  way.  He  says  they  went  in  and 
took  possession  of  his  house. 


Attomey-Gefneral :  I  ask  is  that  the  fe^t  P 
{^To  the  wUness) :  They  went  in  and  took 
possession  of  your  house  without  asking 
you  anything  about  itP — One  man  said, 
i  will  be  your  guest  for  the  night. 

Whiteside :  1  object.  Every  thing  that 
is  said  by  five  men  is  not  evidence  against 
Mr.  O'Brien. 

Blackbtjkne,  L.O.J,  (addressing  the 
jwry) :  As  far  as  any  declaration  made  by 
those  persons  is  concerned,  do  not  take  it 
down ;  it  is  not  evidence. 

Attorney- General :  Do  you  know  the 
gentleman  or  person  who  said  he  would 
be  your  guest  for  the  night  P — ^No. 

You  would  not  know  him  again  P — 
I  think  not,  fur  I  was  in  a  great  agitation 
at  the  time.  Their  saying  they  would 
come  into  my  place  frightened  me. 

Did  you  see  any  arms?— Not  at  that 
time. 

Did  you  in  the  course  of  the  evening  P 
—I  did. 

Where  P — In  one  man's  hand. 

What  sort  of  arms  P — It  appeared  like  a 
gan. 

Did  you  ever  see  a  gun  in  your  life  P — 
I  did. 

When  you  say  it  appeared  like  a  gun, 
do  you  mean  to  say  it  was  a  gun  P — ^Yes. 

Did  those  gentlemen  remain  the  whole 
of  the  evening  in  this  room,  or  were  they 
in  and  out  about  the  house,  or  did  they 
leave  the  house  P— One  used  to  go  out  at 
one  time,  and  another  at  another  time. 

Was  it  through  the  shop  P — Yes. 

And  you  were  in  the  shop  P — Yes. 

Would  you  know  any  of  the  gentlemen 
who  were  going  in  and  out  of  your  shop 
that  evening? — I  don*t  know  till  I  see 
them.  I  shut  up  the  shop  myself  that 
night.  I  did  not  see  any  people  about 
the  house  or  street. 

How  many  bed-rooms  are  there  in  your 
house  P — Two  bed-rooms  and  a  parlour. 

In  whose  bed-room  was  it  tne  gentle- 
man slept  that  night;  you  say  you  saw 
some  of  them  stretched  on  the  bed  P — ^In 
my  own. 

You  did  not  go  to  bed  that  night  P — No. 

Did  you  see  any  of  those  gentlemen  the 
next  morning  P — I  saw  them  walk  out. 

Leaving  your  house  P — Yes. 

About  what  hour  P — Some  went  out  I 
think  at  a  very  early  hour. 

What  do  you  call  an  early  hour  P  Five 
or  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  P — ^Yes. 

Did  you  see  them  leave  your  house  P — 
Of  course  I  must  see  them ;  I  was  in  the 
shop  and  I  saw  them  all  go  through — ^go 
out. 

About  what  hour  did  they  leave  your 
shop  that  dayP — Some  went  out  early, 
and  others  at  ten  and  eleven  o'clock. 

You  don't  know  whether  those  who 
went  out  returned  again  P — No. 
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Well,  did  yon  ever  see  any  of  those 
gentlemen  again  P — ^I  don*t  know. 

Do  yon  recollect  a  party  of  gentlemen 
coming  to  yonr  honse  on  the  day  after  P — 
I  do.  I  remember  two  or  three  gentlemen 
coming  to  my  house  the  next  Friday, 
before  the  row  at  the  Commons. 

Do  yon  know  whether  those  two  or 
three  were  two  or  three  of  those  who 
had  been  with  yon  on  the  evening  but  one 
before  P — I  don't  know. 

Yon  don't  know  whether  they  were  the 
same  or  different  P — I  don't  know. 

I  jnst  want  to  ask  yon  a  question  dis- 
tinctly; I  wish  yon  to  give  a  distinct 
answer,  and  recollect  yourself,  whether 
those  gentlemen  who  returned  to  the 
house  on  Friday  evening  were  any  of  the 
same  party  who  had  been  at  your  honse 
on  the  Wednesday  evening  p — 1  think  not. 
Are  you  positive  P — I  am  not,  for  I  was 
in  e^reat  agitation  at  the  time,  greatly 
connisedwhen  they  came,  to  see  that  they 
would  come  to  me  a  second  time. 

Yon  were  greatly  agitated  that  they 
shonld  come  to  yon  a  second  time  P — Yes, 
that  people  shonld  come  to  me. 
The  witness  was  not  cross-examined. 
lai  Juror ;  Why  were  yon  agitated  the 
first  time  when  they  cameP — That  they 
should  come  into  my  place  at  all. 

You  did  not  know  them ;  did  yon  think 
they  were  going  to  do  yon  any  harm  ; 
why  were  yon  agitated  P  —  That  they 
should  come  into  my  place  at  all ;  it  was 
not  a  honse  of  accommodation. 

Did  yon  ask  them  to  go  out  again  P — 
No. 

2nd  Juror :  Why  not  P  Would  yon  allow 
six  men  to  go  mto  your  honse  at  any 
period  and  sit  down,  without  any  remon- 
strance whatever  P — I  was  afraid. 

Of  what  P — That  they  might  do  any 
thing  to  me  or  the  mob  outside. 

Ist  Juror :  Then  there  was  a  mob  ont* 
side  P — There  was. 
Waa  the  mob  armed  P — I  don't  know. 
Did  yon  understand,  on  your  oath,  the 
occasion  of  the  mob  ontsideP — I  heard 
people  say  that  war  was  beginning. 

JvhUende :  That  is  not  evidence  against 
me  in  this  case.  With  great  submission 
to  the  jury,  that  is  not  evidence  against 
Mr.  O'Brien. 

Blackbubhb,  L.C.J. :  Gentlemen,  with 
respect  to  the  mob  causing  him  to  become 
agitated,  that  is  fair  enongh ;  but  I  would 
advise  yon  not  to  ask  him  what  he  heard 
abont  the  mob,  till  yon  see  whether  the 
prisoner  is  connected  with  it  or  not. 

Mary  Ugan — Examined  by  the  SoUoiior- 
Oeneral, 


Msid-servant  to  the  last  witness. 
firmed  his  evidence. 


Con- 


Would  yon  know  any  of  those  gentle- 
men again,  if  you  saw  them,  upon  your 
oath  P — I  don't  think  I  would,  because  I 
did  not  look  at  them  while  they  were  there. 

Do  yon  remember  the  Friday  night  be- 
fore the  fight  at  Farrinrory  p — I  do. 

Did  any  gentlemen  come  back  to  this 
house  again  P — That  ni^ht  P 

The  evening  of  Friday  P — I  did  not  see 
any  there. 

Turn  about  and  look  at  the  gentleman 
standing  there,  and  see  if  yon  ever  saw 
him  there — that  gentleman  inside  the 
rails  P — I  did  not. 

Yon  never  saw  him  before  ? — No,  not 
to  my  knowledge. 

I  believe  your  mistress  is  very  unwell  p 
—Yes. 

Not  cross-examined. 

James  Norton — Examined  by  the  Solicitor' 
General. 

A  farmer  of  Ballingarry.  Spoke  to  hear- 
ing the  chapel  bell  ringing  early  in  the 
morning  of  Wednesday  July  26,  and  the 
previous  evening.  It  was  not  for  prayers. 
On  the  Tuesday  night  saw  bonfires  blazing 
through  the  country.  On  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, abont  twelve,  saw  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  coming  towards  his  house 
along  the  road  from  Ballingarry  to  Mul- 
linahone.  One  of  the  men,  armed  with  a 
gun,  came  up  to  his  house. 

Had  yon  any  arms  in  your  house  at  the 
time  P — I  had  a  case  of  broken  pistols. 

Did  any  of  those  persons  of  whom  yon 
were  speaking  go  into  your  house  P 

Whiteside  objected. 

The  question  was  not  pressed. 

In  the  evening  I  saw  a  party  coming 
back  to  Ballingarry  from  MnlUnahone. 

Do  yon  know  where  the  piers  at  the 
chapel  gate  are  in  Ballingarry  P— I  do. 

Do  yon  know  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien?—! 
do  not. 

Did  yon  see  any  gentleman  upon  either 
of  the  piers  of  the  chapel  gate,  after  that 
^arty  jou  saw,  which  yon  said  you  be- 
lieved was  going  towards  Ballingarry  ? — 
I  saw  a  gentleman  apparently  on  the  wall 
there ;  who  he  was  I  cannot  say. 

Turn  round  and  look  if  that  is  the  gen- 
tleman yon  saw  there.  (The  witness  did 
not  move.)  Did  yon  hear  what  I  said  P 
Jnst  turn  abont,  Mr.  Norton,  and  see 
whether  yon  know  the  gentleman  P— I  do 
not  think  it  is  fair  to  turn  about ;  he  has 
been  pointed  out  to  me  here,  and  I  can 
prove  that  he  was  pointed  out. 

Whiteside :  By  the  police  P — No,  by  two 
gentlemen  who  are  here.  They  said  that 
Mr.  O'Brien  is  in  the  dock ;  then  I  think 
it  is  not  fair  to  identify  him. 

Solicitor- General :  Now,  tnrn  rotind  and 
look  at  the  gentleman  there  at  the  bur ; 
are  yon  looking  at  him  P— I  am. 
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Did  you  see  that  gentleman  at  Ballin- 
garry  on  any  occasion,  upon  your  oath  P — 
I  did  not  Bee  him  to  recollect  him. 

Did  you  hear  any  gentleman  speak  at 
the  pier  of  the  chapel  gate  on  that  even- 
ing at  Ballingarry  P — I  heard  a  man  speak. 

George  Sparrow — Examined  by  Scott. 

Of  Lisnamrock,  near  Ballingarry.  Saw 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  in  Ballingarry  on 
Thursday  the  27th  July  about  eleven  or 
twelve  o'clock.  There  were  four  or  five 
hundred  persons  in  the  street  with  him. 
There  were  some  other  gentlemen  besides. 
There  were  about  thirty  armed  with  guns, 
pistole,  and  blunderbusses.  The  others 
nad  pikes,  pitchforks,  and  old  scythes. 
Mr.  O'Brien  and  the  persons  with  him 
were  drilling,  them.  They  were  in  three 
parties. 

Whom  did  you  see  drilling  themp — 
There  was  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien;  he  was 
drilling  the  whole  of  them.  Then  there 
was  a  man  they  called  Mr.  Dillon,  and  a 
man  they  called  Mr.  Meagher. 

Were  they  drilling  the  people,  as  you 
call  it  P — Marching  them  up  and  down  the 
streets. 

What  did  they  do  then  P— Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien  gave  them  some  word  of  command, 
and  then  they  divided  into  two  parties,  and 
went  into  the  houses  on  each  side  of  the 
street,  and  put  the  muzzles  of  their  fire- 
arms out,  and  presented  them  out  into  the 
streets. 

Out  of  the  doors  P — Yes. 

What  did  they  do  nextP — They  came 
out  then  altogether. 

What  were  the  other  portion  doing — 
those  that  had  only  pikes,  pitchforks, 
and  scythes  P — They  were  drawn  up  across 
the  street  above  the  houses. 

About  how  lonjg  was  this  kind  of 
exercise  going  on  P-— About  a  couple  of 
hours.  1  could  not  rightly  say.  Mr. 
jDiUon  had  a  belt  with  a  brace  of  pistols. 
Mr.  O'Brien  had  a  belt  on,  and  a  brace  of 
pistols.  There  was  a  double-barrelled 
pistol  in  his  belt,  and  he  had  a  double- 
Darrelled  pistol  in  his  hand.  I  do  not 
know  Mr.  Meagher.  I  heard  a  person 
called  by  that  name  there.  Mr.  O'Brien 
had  on  his  head  a  cap — a  green  cap,  with 
gold  lace  round  it. 

Now,  did  you  hear  him  say  anything 
after  this  drilling,  or  at  the  time  of  itP — 
I  heard  him  pointing  out  one  man  of  the 
name  of  John  Cormack  to  be  one  of  the 
commanders  of  Ballingarry ;  and  when- 
ever he  called  on  the  mob  to  have  them 
ready.  He  called  him  lieutenant-colonel, 
and  told  him  to  have  the  mob  ready  when- 
ever he  called  upon  them. 

A  Juror  (Mr.  aadler) :  At  one  time  you 
say  '*  commander,"  at  another  time 
**  colonel,"  and  then  you  say  "  lieutenant- 


colonel  ;  "  which  of  the  three  words  did  he 
use  P — He  appointed  John  Oormach  to  be 
one  of  the  commanders  of  Ballingarry, 
and  he  was  to  be  lieutenant-colouel. 

Did  you  hear  him  call  him  so  P — Yes. 

Scott :  Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Cunningham  ? — He  was  another  of  the 
commanders.  Mr.  O'Brien  said  he  was 
one  of  the  commanders. 

Scott:  After  Mr.  O'Brien  had  said 
that,  did  you  hear  Cu/nningham  say  any- 
thing to  the  people  P — He  told  them,  if 
they  knew  where  there  were  any  arms,  to 
go  and  bring  them;  and  if  the  people 
would  not  come  with  them,  to  have  them 
taken  from  them. 

Whiteside :  I  object. 

Attorney- General :  This  peraon  was  ap- 
pointed commander  by  Mr.  O'Brien. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  We  think  that  you 
cannot  shut  it  out 

Mr.  O'Brien  left  Ballingarry  about  two 
o'clock  on  George  GambWe  car,  going  in 
the  direction  of  New  Birmingham.  He 
turned  back  at  Jack  Brien's  Cross,  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  Ballingarry.  Mr. 
DiU(m  was  on  horseback.  There  were 
about  four  or  five  hundred  with  the  car. 
At  Brien's  Cross  several  on  horseback 
came  with  a  letter  for  Mr.  O'Brien.  Mr. 
O'Brien  then  turned  off  to  Mullinahone. 
Some  of  them  accompanied  him.  More 
of  them  turned  back. 

Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  the  gentle- 
men since,  whom  you  saw  that  day  at 
Ballingarry  with  Mr.  O'.Brwn P— Yes;  I 
have  seen  one  in  Dublin. 

What  name  did  he  go  by  P — They  told 
me  in  Dublin  that  his  name  was  M*Man/us. 

Cross-examined  by  WhOende. 

Pray  how  do  you  live  thenP — I  live 
with  my  father-in-law. 

Is  your  father-in-law  in  the  police  ? — 
He  is. 

Pray,  how  many  informations  have  you 
made  in  this  case  P — One. 

Have  you  been  promised  any  money  P — 
I  have  not. 

Do  not  you  expect  any  money  for  at- 
tending here  P — Who  would  give  it  to  me  P 

Will  you  take  it  after  this  trial  if  you 
get  it  p — I  cannot  say. 

Now,  as  you  expect  to  be  believed  on 
that  table,  will  you  take  any  money  for 
attending  here  P — I  cannot  say  whether  I 
will  or  not.    I  did  not  get  it. 

Some  persons  in  the  gallery  caused 
some  interruption  by  expressions  of  dis- 
approbation. 

Attorney-General:  That  is  pretty  con- 
duct in  a  court  of  justice. 

Blackbusns,  L.C.J. :  If  the  interrup- 
tion is  repeated,  the  parties  committing 
it  will  be  taken  into  custody. 
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Whiteside:  I  know  yon  have  not.  I 
suppose  we  need  not  lose  time  about  it. 
If  any  windfall,  any  piece  of  good  Juck, 
occurs  to  yoa,  you  will  not  refuse  it. 
Maybe  you  will  take  a  trip  to  some  more 
flourishing  country  than  Ireland  ;  will 
yon  not  P — I  cannot  say. 

You  said  the  drilling  lasted  two  hours  P 
—Yes. 

All  the  people  in  the  town  saw  that  P — 
Yes. 

And  the  persons  drilled  were  divided 
into  three  grand  divisions — sections ;  were 
they  sections  P — Yes. 

What  part  did  the  commander  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  mob  take  in  the  busi- 
ness P — He  went  through  the  whole  of 
them. 

That  is  the  way  he  performed  the  part 
of  a  skilful  captain.  Where  did  the  second 
commander  stop  — '  Lieutenant  -  Colonel 
CtmningJuim  f — ^In  the  front  of  the  armed 
party. 

And  the  other,  where  did  he  take  up 
his  post  P — He  was  through  the  whole  of 
them. 

Had  you  any  ensign  in  the  whole  P — I 
cannot  say  what  they  were. 

Were  they  all  lieutenant-colonels  P — 
There  was  only  one — John  Cormach, 

He  took  the  command  of  Ballingarry  p 
—Yes. 

Marched  out  of  the  town  P — Yes. 

And  in  again  P — Yes. 

The  mob  went  away  P— Some  of  them. 

What  became  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  P 
«-I  cannot  tell. 

What  became  of  the  commander  of 
Ballingarry  P  —Which  commander  P 

Commander  Cormack  ?—  They  went 
with  him. 

With  whom  P— With  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien. 

The  mob  went  away  at  the  cross  P — A 
part  of  them. 

Was  there  any  oflScer  with  them  P  —No. 
They  all  went  home  of  their  own  pleasure, 
except  the  people  who  had  arms  or  pikes. 

How  many  were  there  that  kept  with 
Mr.  O'Brien;  were  there  twenty  P — Yes. 

Did  they  commit  any  act  of  violence: 
did  they  shoot  anybody  P— I  did  not  see 
anvbody  shot. 

lliey  went  into  the  houses  of  the  re- 
spectable persons  of  the  town  P— Yes. 

Shopkeepers  P — Some  of  them. 

Went  into  their  houses  and  out  again, 
and  they  made  no  objection ;  and  all  the 
p^^rsons  in  the  town  saw  that  P — Any  who 
were  looking  at  them. 

Whiieeide:  I  trust  you  may  get  what 
you  expect. 

John  O'Donnell,  called. 
Wiinese  (on    the    hook    being    tendered 
io  him)  I    What    is    thatP     I    am    not 


inclined  to  take  the  book  at  all.  I  will 
not,  under  any  circumstances.  Bring  me 
out,  with  a  file  of  soldiers,  and  pat  a  pile 
of  bullets  in  me,  but  I  will  never  swear. 

Attorney' General :  I  must  apply  to  your 
lordships  to  order  this  man  to  be  sworn. 
If  he  will  not  take  the  oath,  he  must  be 
committed. 

Blackbxt&ne,  L.C.J. :  You  have  refused 
to  be  sworn. 

O'Domiell :  My  brother  is  concerned  in 
this  case;  and  I  could  never  go  home 
with  the  infamy  of  an  informer  on  my 
brow.    I  do  not  care. 

BLA.CKBUKNE,  L.C.J. :  Then  you  must 
stand  committed. 

Attorney- General :  It  is  right  I  should 
inform  him  that  I  am  not  going  to 
examine  him  as  far  as  his  brother  is  con- 
cerned.   It  is  with  respect  to  this  case. 

O'Donnell :  I  will  not  do  it  directly  or 
indirectly,  so  let  the  law  take  its  course. 

Blacrburne,  L.C.J. :  Then  you  stand 
committed. 

O'Donnell  was  removed  in  custody. 

Thomas  Burke — Examined  by  Sausse, 

Of  Ballingarry.  Spoke  to  going  with  an 
armed  party  from  Ballingarry  in  the  direc- 
tion of  MuUinahone  about  ten  o'clock  on 
Wednesday,  July  26,  to  meet  a  party  from 
MuUinahone.  Mr.  O'Brien  was  with  that 
party ;  at  least  he  was  in  the  front  of  that 
party.  Witness  could  not  say  which  party 
Mr.  O'Brien  was  with.  He  was  in  the 
middle  of  the  party  from  Ballingarry. 
Some  of  them  were  armed.  John  CorrMick 
was  commanding  the  men  from  MuUina- 
hone. Both  parties  went  back  to  Ballin- 
garry, and  Mr.  O^Brien  made  a  speech. 

Wnen  you  came  to  Ballingarry,  did  you 
hear  Mr.  O'Brien  saying  or  doing  any- 
thing P — I  did;  I  heard  him  telling  the 
people  to  keep  their  arms.  He  made  a 
speech  there. 

To  do  what  P — To  keep  their  arms,  and 
not  give  them  up ;  and  any  person  who 
would  not  give  their  arms,  to  take  them 
by  force. 

Did  he  say  for  what  purpose  they  were 
to  keep  their  arms  P — He  did,  but  I  could 
not  describe  the  way  he  spoke. 

Where  was  it  he  addressed  the  people  ? 
— Off  the  pier  of  the  chapel  gate.^ 
Mr.  O'Brien  stopped  that  night  at 
Kavanagh's  in  Ballingarry.  I  saw  him 
come  out  the  next  morning  about  nine 
o'clock.  About  eleven  I  saw  Mr.  O'Brien 
take  part  in  the  drilling.  I  saw  them  march 
three  deep,  and  Mr.  O'Brien  ordered  some 
of  them  to  go  into  a  garden  that  was 
near  the  road — the  people  who  had  fire- 
arms. They  stooped  down  inside ;  I  was 
on  the  road,  and  they  stooped  down  over 
the  ditch ;  that  was  all  I  saw  them  doing. 
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What  did  they  do  with  the  guns  P  Did 
they  present  them  over  the  ditch  P — ^Yes ; 
they  presented  them  over  the  ditch. 

As  if  to  shoot  anything  on  the  road  P — 
Yes. 

Yon  say  that  the  men  who  had  arms 
were  put  into  a  garden;  the  men  who 
had  pikes,  what  was  done  with  them  P — 
They  were  left  on  the  road ;  they  ran  up 
the  road. 

About  how  long  did  the  drilling  con- 
tinue, as  long  as  you  can  remember  P — 
About  an  hour  and  a  half,  as  well 
as  1  can  remember,  or  safely  say. 
Mr.  O'Brien  left  Ballingarry  about  three 
o'clock  on  Thursday  afternoon  in  the 
direction  of  Mullinahone  with  about  three 
or  four  hundred  people,  some  armed,  and 
some  not. 

When  did  you  see  Mr.  O'Brien  next  P — 
On  Saturday  at  Farinrory  after  twelve 
o'clock.  I  went  to  Mrs.  M'Oormach's 
house,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  or  three 
miles  from  Ballingarry.  The  police  were 
inside  the  house. 

Did  you  see  any  persons  about  the  house  P 
—I  did. 

Had  those  persons  vou  saw  about  the 
house  arms  of  any  kind  P— Some  of  them 
had  guns,  pitchforks,  and  pikes. 

About  how  many  did  you  see  P — As  far 
as  I  could  safely  say,  there  were  about 
sixty  or  seventy  armed  men. 

How  many  altogether  in  the  crowd 
about  the  house  P— I  could  not  exactly 
know,  because  they  were  over  fields  and 
under  ditches;  I  could  not  say  how 
many. 

Could  you  give  a  gpiess  P 

Whiteside:  1  object  to  his  giving  a 
guess. 

Wiinesa :  There  was  a  great  number  of 
persons. 

Sausie :  What  do  you  call  a  s^reat  num- 
ber P— There  were  three  or  four  hundred  in 
every  place. 

Wliom  did  you  recognise  P — I  saw 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  there,  and  I  saw 
Mr.  M'Manue  there. 

Now,  what  were  the  gentlemen  doing 
at  Widow  M*0ormack*8  house  P— They 
were  trying  to  take  the  arms  of  the  police, 
as  far  as  I  oould  safely  say ;  to  make  the 
police  give  up  their  arms. 

Now,  where  were  you  during  the  time 
ou  were  about  the  Widow  JPOormack's 
lonse  P — I  was  under  the  garden  wall. 

Now,  describe  exactly  what  you  saw 
occur  while  you  were  there  P — I  saw  the 
people  outside  in  the  act  of  firing  in,  and 
I  saw  a  man  knocked  down  close  by  my 
side  by  the  people  inside.  There  is  a 
small  gate. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  O'Brien  do  or  say  any- 
thing while  you  were  there  P — I  cUd  not 
hear  what  he  said,  but  I  heard  him  speak- 


ing  to  those  inside.  He  was  on  the  stool 
of  the  window  speaking  to  the  police  in- 
side. 

Was  he  standing  alone,  or  was  there 
anyone  with  him  P~  There  was  a  man  with 
him. 

DoHERTT,  C.J. :  Was  this  before  or 
after  the  firing  you  have  been  describing  P 
—Before  the  firing  took  place. 

Did  you  hear  M'Manui  say  anything ; 
was  it  before  or  after  the  firing  that  you 
heard  him  say  anything  P — Just  at  the 
time  the  firing  was  taking  place,  1  heard 
M*Mami8  say,  to  bum  the  house. 

Did  you  hear  Mr.  O'Brien  say  anything 
at  that  time  P— -I  did  not.  I  could  not 
understand  what  he  was  saying,  I  was  too 
far  away  from  him. 

Did  he  appear  to  be  speaking  P — He 
did. 

Cross-examined  by  Fitzgerald. 

I  am  a  summons-server.  I  was  brought 
to  Dublin  about  a  month  ago.  I  was 
kept  in  custody  of  one  of  the  Dublin 
police.  I  made  two  informations  at 
Ballingarry  before  the  magistrate,  and 
afterwards  in  Dublin. 

Were  you  threatened  with  prosecution 
by  anybody  P — No — how  threatened  P 

Were  you  told  you  would  be  prosecuted  P 
— No,  I  was  not  ever  told  that  I  would  be 
prosecuted;  but  I  was  taken  at  Ballin- 
garry. 

For  what  P — I  do  not  know ;  I  was  not 
told  for  what. 

Have  you  been  promised  anything  P — 
No. 

Have  you  got  anything  P — ^No,  I  did 
not  get  anythmg. 

Do  you  expect  it  P— I  do  not ;  I  would 
sooner  give  what  I  got  to  be  out  of  it. 

What  did  you  get  P — 1  got  nothing  at  all. 

The  informations  were  read. 

Fitzgerald:  Did  you  say  anything  in 
these  informations  about  the  burning  of 
the  house  P — No,  I  did  not ;  the  question 
was  not  put  to  me. 

Why  did  you  make  the  second  informa- 
tion P — It  was  demanded  of  me. 

How  did  they  know  you  had  more  to 
tell  about  M^Mantu  f  - 1  did  not  say  it. 

They  told  you,  perhaps  P — No,  they  did 
not. 

Did  you  say  anything  about  the  drilling 
by  Mr.  O'Brien .?— No,  I  think  not. 

Anything  about  a  man  being  shot  at 
your  sideP — I  told  them  that  the  man 
was  shot ;  whether  they  took  it  down  or 
not  I  do  not  know — 1  told  them  all  these 
questions. 

Hiomas  ^mZZivow— Examined  by  Lynch. 

Spoke  to  driving  Mr.  O'Brien,  O'DonO' 
hoe,  and  Dillon  from  Cappogue  to  Kille-. 
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xmnle  on  the  night  of  Thursday,  July  27. 
Mr.  0*Br%en  and  one  of  the  others  had 
arms.  Went  back  and  drove  M'Manus, 
Doheny^  and  Mahony  from  Oappogae  to 
KiUenaale  early  on  Friday  morning.  Saw 
them  in  BallingaiTy  about  three  o'clock 
the  same  day. 

ThomoB  WaUh — Examined  by  the  AilorMy- 
General, 

Innkeeper  at  Killenaulo.  Remembered 
some  gentlemen  coming  to  his  house  very 
late  on  the  Thursday  night,  and  being 
driven  away  the  next  day.  Professed  his 
inability  to  identify  them. 

May  I  ask  you,  while  these  people  were 
in  your  house,  did  you  see  any  armed 
people  in  the  street? — I  saw  a  person 
armed  at  the  hall-door. 

Do  you  know  who  that  person  was  ? — 
His  name  was  Orchard, 

May  I  ask,  what  was  this  armed  man 
doinff  at  your  door  ? — I  do  not  know  ;  I 
saw  him  doing  nothing  in  the  world. 

What  kind  of  arms  had  he  P — A  small 
piece. 

A  little  trifling  piece,  I  suppose  P— Call 
it  what  you  like ;  you  appear  to  know 
more  about  it  than  I  do. 

Cross-examined  by  WhUeside. 

Three  gentlemen  came  to  your  house 
one  night,  slejjt  there,  and  paid  you  the 
bill  next  morning  P — Yes. 

They  did  not  commit  any  violence  P — No. 

They  went  away  on  a  car  the  next 
morning  P — Yes. 

And  I  hope  quietly  P — Very  quietly. 

DtUion  Matthew — Examined  by  the 
BolieUor-  OeneraZ, 

Ex- policeman.  Spoke  to  seeing  a  barri- 
cade erected  at  Killenaule  on  Friday, 
July  28th.  Saw  Mr.  O'Brien  and  four 
gentlemen  with  him  about  one  or  two 
o'clock.  Saw  them  at  the  hotel  first,  and 
then  getting  down  to  the  barricade.  The 
barricade  was  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
street,  and  the  hotel  was  at  the  top,  and 
they  were  getting  down. 

At  what  part  of  the  town  was  the 
barricade  P — ^At  a  place  called  the  Pike. 

What  road  does  that  lead  from  P— It 
leads  from  this  town,  Clonmel.  Fethard 
is  the  next  town  to  it. 

Immediately  before  they  went  down 
the  chapel  bell  rang,  and  afterwards 
people  came  into  the  town  by  different 
roads.  They  were  armed  with  pitchforks 
and  scythes ;  some  with  slams  and  guns. 
I  saw  but  four  pikes  during  the  whole 
transaction. 

Did  you  go  near  the  barricade  P — I  did ; 
I  live  quite  oonvenient  to  it. 

Did  you  see  it  when  it  was  making  ? — 
Yes. 


Describe  it,  how  it  was  made,  or  what 
was  the  height  of  it  P—I  should  say  be- 
tween four  and  five  feet.  There  were 
several  cars. 

About  what  time  was  this  P — I  do  not 
think  it  was  more  than  eleven  o'clock 
when  I  saw  two  of  the  officers  pass  in  a 
gig;  and  immediately  after  I  saw  the 
barricade  thrown  up,  to  stop  the  re- 
mainder of  the  men. 

And  they  passed  through  the  town 
without  any  molestation  P — They  passed 
through  the  town  without  any  etop  at  all 
in  the  slightest  degree. 

After  they  passed,  then  the  barricade 
was  thrown  upp — Then  I  saw  a  rush 
made  with  cars  of  every  description — 
jaunting  cars  and  other  cars — cars  with 
tai'f,  with  pieces  of  timber  and  turf  loads. 

Are  you  able  to  say,  at  the  time  of  its 
construction,  where  Mr.  O'Brien  and  his 
friends  were  standing  P — I  could  not  state 
their  position  perfectly;  at  that  time  I 
could  not  see  any  of  them. 

Was  it  before  that  they  went  towards 
the  Pike  P— It  was. 

Did  you  see  anything  further  occur,  or 
are  you  able  to  state  anything  that  passed 
after  the  barricades  were  thrown  up,  ex- 
cept seeing  the  army  approach  P — i  can- 
not state  anything  in  the  world  more 
than  that  the  barricade  was  removed 
immediately,  and  I  saw  a  gentleman,  who 
was  pointed  out  to  mo  as  Mr.  DiUon,  walk 
with  the  officer  through  the  town,  and 
cheer  him  out  of  the  town.  No  person 
ever  insulted  them  when  once  they  passed 
the  barricade. 

About  how  long  altogether  would  you 
say  it  was  from  the  time  the  barricade 
was  erected  till  the  army  were  allowed  to 
pass  through  P — Not  more  than  a  quarter 
of  an  hour;  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 
would  be  about  it. 

What  became  of  the  persons  who 
flocked  in  from  those  three  roads  P  Did 
they  continue  together  P— They  did  not 
disperse  for  a  long  time.  There  was  a  large 
crowd  in  the  town  immediately  after ; 
there  was  a  large  crowd  for  a  long  time 
before  the  hotel.  After  that  they  retired 
to  their  several  places. 

Cross-examined  by  Fitzgerald, 

Where  exactly  did  you  first  see  Mr. 
O'Brien  that  day  P — At  the  hotel  door. 

Where  was  the  next  place  you  saw  him 
after  that  P — Walking  from  the  hotel  down 
the  street. 

That  is  down  towards  the  barricade  P — 
Yes. 

The  barricade  was  erected  before  that  P 
They  were  in  the  act  of  erecting  it. 

Before  you  saw  him  P — Yes. 

Now,  it  was  between  those  two  times 
that  the  officers  passed  through  in  the 
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gigP — It  was  after  I  saw  him  the  first 
time  that  the  officers  passed. 

And  before  you  saw  him  the  second  P — 
Yes. 

Nobodj  touched  them  P — Not  a  soul ; 
nor  insnlted  them,  that  I  could  see  or 
hear. 

Bichard  8hea  called. 

Witness :  I  will  take  no  oath. 

Scott :  Did  he  swear  any  information  P 

The  Clerk  of  the  Crown :  He  did. 

Solicitor- General :  Do  you  refuse  to  be 
sworn  P 

Witness:  Against  such  a  gentleman^  I 
do. 

Attorney-  General :  Will  you  not  take  the 
book  and  be  sworn  P 

Witness :  I  will  not. 

Attorney 'General:  We  must  ask  the 
Court  to  commit  this  person  if  he  will  not 
be  sworn. 

BLA.CKBT7UNE,  L.C.J. :  You  are  aware 
that  your  refusing  to  take  the  oath  is  a 
contempt  of  this  Court ;  and  I  am  now 
bound  to  tell  you,  that  I  must  commit 
you  to  gaol  if  you  still  refuse  to  do  so. 
Do  you  still  refuse  to  be  sworn  P 

Witness :  I  do. 

Blackbxtbne,  L.C.J. :  Then  take  him  in- 
to custody. 

The  witness  was  then  remoTed  in  cus- 
tody. 

}Vhiteside:  I  have  not  the  least  objec- 
tion, if  the  Attorney' General  wishes  it, 
as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  have  the  in- 
formation of  this  man  read. 

Attorney- General :  It  cannot  be  done  in 
a  case  of  this  kind.  We  cannot  make  that 
evidence  which  is  not  evidence. 

WiUiam  Poraona— Examined  by  Scott 

Private  in  the  8th  Hussars .  Was  march  - 
ing  on  Friday,  July  28,  with  a  troop  of 
forty-five  soldiers  under  Captain  Longmore 
from  Fethard  towards  Eillenaule.  Was 
in  advance  of  the  others.  Met  with  two 
barricades  on  entering  the  village. 

Where  wns  the  second  barricade  P — ^I 
should  think  they  were  between  four  and 
fire  hundred  yards  apart. 

Farther  on  than  the  first  one  P — Yes. 

On  arriving  at  the  first  one  did  any  one 
speak  to  you,  or  did  you  say  any  thing  to 
tnemP — ^There  was  a  man  with  a  rifle 
came  up  to  me,  and  a  man  with  a  pike, 
and  he  said  to  me,  if  I  did  not  halt,  he 
would  blow  my  brains  out. 

What  did  you  do  then  P — ^I  halted,  and 
the  captain  came  up  to  the  barricade. 

Now  what  was  the  conduct  or  language 
of  the  persons  about  the  barricc^e  at 
that  time  P — ^They  said  they  would  kill  all 
the  bloodv  soldiers — **kill  all  the  bloody 
soldiers ! 


From  whom  were  those  expressions  pro- 
ceeding P — From  the  man  who  had  the 
rifle. 

What  name  does  he  go  by  P — Orchard. 

How  long  was  your  partj^  delayed  before 
you  passed  p — I  should  thmk  between  five 
and  ten  minutes. 

At  the  end  of  that  time  the  barricades 
were  removed  P — Yes. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside. 
I      Have  you  survived  to  describe  the  events 
'  of  that  day  P— Yes. 

I      Did  you  get  any  promotion  for  your 
I  services  upon  that  day  ? — ^No. 
j      Have  you  been  long  in  the  armyP — I 
I  have. 

You  have  never  seen  any  thing  so  de- 
sperate as  that  in  service  P — Never. 

Was  it  equal  to  the  charge  at  Waterloo ; 
the  next  thing  to  Waterloo,  I  suppose. 
This  was  the  most  desperate  transaction 
you  ever  witnessed  ?— Yes. 

The  information  sworn  by  the  witness 
was  read. 

You  said  nothing  about  ''killing  the 
bloody  soldiers,"  or  **  blowing  out  your 
brains  "  P— No. 

And  you  now  swear  they  said  they  would 
kill  all  the  bloody  soldiers  P — Yes. 

And  you  knew  that  at  the  time  you 
swore  your  information  P — ^Yes. 

And  a  man  told  you  to  stop,  or  he  would 
blow  your  brains  out  P — Yes. 


Thomas  Hourihan. 
Confirmed  the  last  witness, 
hear  what  was  said  to  Parsons, 


Did  not 


Capt.  Charles  Joseph  Longmore — Examined 
by  Lynch. 

Were  you  in  command  of  the  troop  of 
Hussars  who  were  marching  through  Kil- 
lenaule  P — I  was. 

Did  you  see  any  barricade  erected  there  P 
—I  did. 

What  did  you  do,  Captain  Longmore, 
when  you  saw  those  barricades  P — I  halted 
the  troop  and  rode  up  to  the  barricades, 
and  explained  to  the  crowd  that  were  as- 
sembled, that  unless  the  barricades  were 
immediately  removed,  I  should  feel  it  my 
duty  to  fire. 

Did  any  person  from  the  crowd  address 
you  then  p — A  rather  tall  man,  respectably 
dressed  in  black,  and  I  think  he  was  of 
rather  a  sallow  complexion. 

Had  he  any  arms  P — No,  no  arms. 

Where  was  he  P — He  came  close  to  the 
barricade,  in  front  of  the  barricade;  he 
came  out  from  the  crowd  by  the  barri- 
cades. 

What  did  that  gentleman  say  to  you  P— 
He  said  that  ho  understood  the  troop  was 
merely  passing  through  the  town,  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


161] 


The  Queen  agamat  Smith  O'Brien,  1848, 


said  the  people  were  determined  to  resist 
thearreatof  if  r.  Smith  O'Brien,  and  askedif 
I  had  a  warrant  for  his  ari-est,  and  I  said, 
no ;  he  said  Mr.  8miih  O'Brien  was  then 
in  the  town. 

When  you  said  no,  was  any  thing  further 
said  P— Nothing  further,  except  that  the 
barricades  were  ordered  to  be  removed. 

Were  they  then  removed  P— Yes. 

Did  the  troop  pass  through  P— The  troop 
passed  through. 

And,  I  believe,  proceeded  on  its  march  P 
— Proceeded  onwards  with  its  march. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside, 

Mr.  O'Brien  was  not  at  the  barricades  P 
—No,  that  is  not  the  person. 

And  was  the  expression  you  said  you 
used,  you  would  proceed  to  fire  or  proceed 
to  force  ?— I  think  "  fire  "  was  the  word  I 
used ;  I  am  not  quite  certain. 

No  discourtesy  was  shown  to  you  per- 
sonally P — ^None  whatever.  I  should  men- 
tion that  this  was  previous  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  letter  authorizing  armed 
parties  to  act  alone,  and  previous  to  the 
proclamation  for  the  arrest  of  several  per- 
sons who  were  guilty  of  high  treason. 

WiUiam  Goshen — Examined  by  the  Atior- 
ney'Oeneral. 

Car  driver  in  employment  of  the  witness 
Walshe,  Spoke  to  driving  three  gentle- 
men on  Friday,  Julv  28,  from  Killenaule 
to  the  Commons  of  Ballingarry,  about  a 
couple  of  hours  after  the  troops  had 
passed  through  Eallenaule.  On  the  way 
thev  got  down  and  went  along  a  road 
called  Muckadeeve.  They  then  got  on  the 
car  again.  Two  other  cars  came  up  aloug 
the  BaU  vphilip  road.  The  three  cars  went 
on  together  and  stopped  at  Widow  Lacken's 
house  at  the  Commons. 

Were  those  gentlemen  in  your  master's 
{Wcdshe's)  house  that  morning  P — Of  course 
they  were. 

Would  you  know  any  of  those  gen- 
tlemen again P — I  don't  say  I  would;  I 
never  made  my  remarks  to  know  them 
at  all. 

You  never  heard  of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  ? 
—I  have  heard  talk  of  the  name,  Smn/th 
O'Brien. 

Just  turn  about  and  look  at  that  gentle- 
man leaning  on  the  dock ;  did  you  ever 
see  him  before  P— Not  to  my  knowledge. 

You  never  saw  him  before  P — (The  wit- 
ness turned  round  and  look^  at  the  gaolei' 
in  the  dock  with  the  prisoner,)— Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Attamey-Oenerdl :  That  is  not  Mr.  Smdih 
O'Brien  at  all. 

Whiteside:  I  object  to  this  mode  of 
examination.  "That  is  not  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien  r*    Is  that  the  usual  mode  of 
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examining  a  witness  in  a  criminal  case  P 
It  is  most  extraordinary,  and  altogether 
without  precedent. 

Attorney  Oeneral  (to  the  witness) :  You 
never  saw  that  gentleman  you  drove  be- 
fore?—Not  that  I  recollect. 

Witness  also  spoke  to  driving  three 
gentlemen  back  towards  Mullmahone 
on  Saturday  morning  about  eleven  or 
twelve  o'clock.  Heam  shots  near  Widow 
M'Oomuick's  before  leaving  the  Commons. 
Parted  with  the  gentlemen  at  Nine  Mile 
House. 

Do  you  know  who  those  gentlemen 
were  you  brought  back  to  MuUiiiahone  P 
—No. 

Were  they  the  same  gentlemen,  or  any 
of  them,  that  you  had  driven  the  day  be- 
fore P — I  do  not  think  they  were. 

Cross-examined  by  Fitzgerald. 

How  far  is  the  Widow  M'Oormack's 
house  from  Ballingarry  P— About  a  mile 
and  a  half. 

Do  you  know  how  far  the  Widow  If- (7or- 
niack's  house  is  from  the  Commons  P — I 
believe  it  is  about  three  miles;  I  don't 
exactly  know. 

Ellen  Lacken — Examined  by  the  Solicitor* 
Oeneral. 

Living  in  the  village  of  the  Commons. 
Spoke  to  some  gentlemen  coming  to  her 
house  late  on  Friday,  July  28th,  and  spend- 
ing the  night  there.  They  asked  for  beds 
for  &Ye.  Was  unable  to  identify  any  of 
them.  Some  of  them  returned  after  the 
firing  on  Saturday,  and  took  away  their 
things. 

William  Pim2o^^— Examined  by  Scott. 

Employed  in  Barker's  colliery,  Bawn- 
leigh.  Saw  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  at  Sulli- 
voun's  public-house  on  the  Commons,  on 
Friday  evening,  with  eight  or  nine  gentle- 
men. There  were  two  or  three  cars  there. 
Mr.  O'Brien  read  a  letter— I  cannot  recol- 
lect the  contents.  A  gentleman  was  stand- 
ing on  the  ground,  and  he  called  him 
Mr.  Meagher,  who  immediately  stood  upon 
one  side  of  the  car.  Mr.  Meagher  cau- 
tioned every  person  there,  the  same  that 
would  happen  to  themselves  would  Ijappen 
to  them,  and  told  them  to  be  in  readmess 
in  three  weeks,  when  the  wisp  would  be 
lit  over  the  hills. 

Did  any  one  else  after  Mr.  Meagher  ad- 
dress the  people  P— There  was  another 
gentleman  who  said  ^ve  weeks.  There 
were  not  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  present.  I  saw  a  gun  with  one 
gentleman. 

Did  you  see  any  thing  else,  or  hear  any 
thing  else  said  by  those  persons  while  Mr. 
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Meagher  and  Mr.  O'Brien  were  there  P-— 
Yes,  another  gentleman  who  8|)oke  said 
five  weeks ;  he  was  giving  directions  then 
to  the  people  to  fight  for  their  country  and 
have  it. 

Prisoner :  Speak  out,  sir. 

8eott:  Did  he  say  any  thing  more?— 

To  hnnt  every  Bnrfish  b ^r  or  beggar 

to  his  own  side,  and  let  him  live  there. 

Witness  further  spoke  to  a  party  coming 
on  Saturday  morning,  and  taking  away 
his  gun. 


Cross-examined  by  Whiteside, 


you 


The  night  you  heard  the  speeches  ) 
drank  a  little  p—I  did ;  I  donh  deny  it. 

Does  that  improve  your  recollection  P — 
Not  in  the  least. 

Did  you  not  say,  that  one  of  these 
gentlemen  said  they  might  be  caught  P — 
No. 

What  was  it  then  Mr.  Meagher  told  the 
people  P  That  anv  person  that  was  there 
would  bear  with  ike  same  lashes  as  them- 
selves if  they  were  caught  P — Yes. 

Well,  I  think  you  did  take  a  little  that 
night. 

John  Femherty — Examined  by  Sausse, 

Engineer  in  the  colliery  at  Ballingarry. 
Met  Mr.  0*Brien  with  three  other  gentle- 
men at  Kirwick's  Cross,  on  Friday,  be- 
tween eleven  and  twelve  in  the  morning, 
about  three  miles  from  the  Commons.  Saw 
a  gentleman  whom  they  called  MManvs 
with  a  pistol. 

Did  Mr.  O'Brien  say  any  thing  to  youP 
— He  asked  me  if  I  was  not  one  of  the 
superintendents  of  the  collieries,  and  I 
told  him  1  was.  He  told  me  that,  if  the 
company  stood  neutral,  he  would  support 
them ;  but  if  they  ofiered  to  suspend  the 
works  in  consequence  of  having  any  of 
the  men  following  him,  he  would  take 
possession  of  the  collieries. 

Did  he  say  any  thing  further  P— He  said 
that  he  would  have  Ireland  rescued  ftx>m 
the  British  (Government  in  less  than  a 
week.  They  were  all  ready  in  the  towns, 
and,  so  far  as  he  had  travelled  in  the 
country,  he  found  every  one  of  the  same 
mind.  He  said,  if  he  was  caught,  he  would 
be  hanged.  I  do  not  recollect  any  thing 
else  he  said. 

Witness  also  spoke  to  seeing  four 
cars  come  into  the  village  of  Commons 
between  five  and  six  on  Friday.  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  on  one  of  the  cars.  Mr. 
MManus  and  Mr.  Doheny  were  around 
the  car.  There  were  about  fifty  or  sixty 
men,  women,  and  children  that  came  in 
alonff  with  the  cars.  The  cars  stopped 
at  ^lUivan's.  A  gentleman  called  Mr. 
Meagher  made  a  speech.  Mr.  O'Bri&n  and 
anotner  gentleman  also  spoke. 


Can  you  recollect  the  substance  of  Mr. 
Meagher's  f — I  cannot ;  I  can  only  recollect 
the  introduction. 

What  was  the  introduction  P— He  said, 
'*  Since  I  have  become  an  outlaw,  I  have 
ceased  to  be  a  gentleman." 

Cross-examined  by  FitzgerM. 

It  was  on  the  road  you  met  Mr.  O'Brien, 
when  the  conversation  took  place  P — 
Yes. 

Was  there  anybody  present  besides  your- 
self and  Mr.  0  Brien  f— There  was  no  one 
convenient,  not  very  near,  not  so  near 
that  they  could  tell  what  he  was  speaking 
to  me. 

John  Lamphier  called. 

Piisoner:  My  lords,  I  do  not  think, 
after  nine  hours'  sitting,  it  is  doing  justice 
to  my  counsel,  or  my  case,  to  proceed  any 
longer  to-night  with  the  investigation. 
It  deprives  us  of  the  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting in  the  evening ;  and  it  is  so  haras- 
sing to  my  counsel,  that  it  is  obvious  he 
cannot  do  justice  to  himself  or  to  me.  It 
is  now  half-past  six  o'clock. 

Attorney- General :  The  examination  of 
this  witness  will  certainly  take  some  time, 
my  lord. 

Blackbuknb,  L.C.J. ;  Then  adjourn  the 
Court  until  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Prisoner :  I  beg  to  tender  my  thanks  to 
your  lordship  for  this  concession. 

Tuesday,  October  3, 1848. 

John  ZrompWe*— Examined  by  the 
Attorney- Oenerdl, 

Pay-clerk  of  the  Mining  Company  of 
Ireland  at  the  Commons  Colliery,  Ballin- 
garry. Was  at  the  colliery  on  the  evening 
of  Friday,  July  28.  Saw  three  cars  pass 
by,  and  stop  at  Sullivan's  public-house. 
About  eight  or  ten  persons  were  on  them. 
The  prisoner  was  one.  After  the  cars 
stopped,  Mr.  O'Brien  addressed  the  people, 
who  were  about  two  or  three  hundred.  He 
told  them  that  there  was  a  warrant  against 
him,  and  500Z.  was  ofiered  for  his  arrest ; 
he  told  them  to  arm,  and  to  protect  him  if 
the  military  should  come  to  attack  him. 
He  said,  if  they  would  protect  him  and 
arm,  that  Ireland  would  oe  free  in  a  fort- 
night. Some  of  those  persons  said  that 
they  had  no  arms,  and  he  said  that  stones 
were  very  good  weapons.  A  gentleman 
they  called  Mr.  Meagker  and  a  gentleman 
they  called  Mr.  Dillon  also  addressed  the 
people.  Mr.  ifeo^^er  told  them  to  arm  and 
to  protect  Mr.  O'Brien,  and  they  would 
have  Ireland  free  in  a  fortnight.  He  told 
them  to  drive  the  Saxons  from  the  soil. 
Mr,  Dillon  said,  that  if  they  would  arm  and 

{protect  Mr.  O'Brien,  they  would  have  Ire- 
and  free  in  six  months. 
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About  twelve  o'clock  on  Saturday  Mr. 
O'Brien  walked  into  the  MiniDg  Com- 
pany 's  yard.  He  asked  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  MiningCompainr's  concerns,  and  I 
said  I  was.  He  said  he  came  for  some 
carts  and  boxes  that  were  lying  in  the 
yard  at  the  time.  There  was  a  small  boy 
walking  affcer  him. 

Did  ne  say  what  he  wanted  the  carts 
and  boxes  for  P — To  throw  up  a  barricade ; 
to  help  to  throw  up  a  barricade  across  the 
road.  I  said  I  could  not  give  them.  He 
said  he  would  take  them  by  force.  He 
ordered  a  man  who  was  standing  by  to 
wheel  away  the  cart,  but  he  refused.  He 
commenced  to  wheel  the  cart  himself. 
The  people  did  not  come  within  the  yard 
gate  at  all.  There  were  about  five  hun- 
dred fifty  yards  from  it.  A  number 
of  people  who  were  not  armed  came 
in  after  Mr.  0*Br%en  went  out,  and 
commenced  ringing  the  workmen's 
bell. 

Did  ^OQ  see  where  these  people,  whom 
you  said  were  about  five  nundred,  who 
were  with  Mr.  0*Brten,  went  to,  or  what 
they  did? — ^They  commenced  to  erect  a 
barricade  on  the  road  leading  to  Ballin- 


^; 


bat  did  the  barricade  consist  of  P — 
There  wua  a  ladder  and  some  boxes,  some 
sticks  and  stones,  as  well  as  I  could  see 
from  a  distance.  It  was  about  four  feet  in 
height. 

What  did  the  people  do,  or  where  did 
they  go,  when  they  erected  that  barricade  P 
— They  marched  up  and  down  the  road 
shoutinff.  Most  of  them  were  armed 
with  pikes  and  guns.  They  remained 
for  an  hour  near  the  barricade,  and 
then  went  towards  Widow  M'Oormaeh^s 
house. 

Before  you  saw  them  going  towards  the 
Widow  M*Oormack*8  house,  did  you  see 
any  police  or  constabulary  going  in  that 
direction  P — ^I  saw  a  body  of  police  coming 
up  the  Ballingarry  Boad  as  far  as  Scott's 
Cross.  They  turned  up  to  the  right 
towards  Mrs.  M'Cormacha  house. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  O'Brien  himself  when 
the  people  about  the  barricade  were  going 
towards  the  Widow  M'Cormach'e  house? 
— ^I  saw  him  going  through  the  fields 
with  them.    The  police  got  first  into  the 


Did  you  hear  any  firing  shortly  after, 
or  at  any  time  after,  you  saw  the  pai*ty  get 
to  the  Widow  3f*(7orwa<5^'«  house  P — Im- 
mediately after ;  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after. 

About  how  many  people  did  you  see 
going  across  the  fields  as  you  described 
towards  the  Widow  M*Cormack*8  f — ^About 
five  hundred. 

Did  you  see  many  others  of  the  country 
people  about  P— There  were  a  great  many 


on  the  hills  around;  I  could  not  see 
whether  they  were  armed.  About  an  hour 
and  a  half  uter  the  firing  I  saw  another 
body  of  police  coming. 

On  this  Friday  and  Saturday  were 
there  any  police  stationed  at  the  Com- 
mons P — ^They  were  withdrawn  from  the 
Commons. 

How  long  before  had  they  been  with- 
drawn P— Three  or  four  days. 

Do  you  know  who  owns  the  barrack  in 
which  the  police  were  at  the  time,  and 
who  had  the  key  and  charge  of  it  P — The 
Mining  Company  owns  it. 

Do  you  recollect  anything  occurring 
between  yourself  and  Mr.  0  Brien  about 
that  barrack,  or  anything  connected  with 
it  P — He  said  he  should  have  the  key  of  it 
when  he  came  into  the  yard. 

On  the  Saturday  morning  P — ^Yes. 

What  did  he  say  he  wanted  the  key  of 
it  for  p — To  station  some  of  his  men. 

Did  you  give  him  the  key  P  —No. 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteside. 

Was  anybody  present  when  this  trans- 
action that  yon  speak  of  occurred  P— There 
was  an  underground  steward  of  the  name 
of  ToWn. 

Did  he  hear  what  passed  P~I  think  he 
did. 

Was  there  a  large  quantity  of  powder  in 
ijlie  stores  of  the  Mining  Company  P^Not 
a  large  quantity. 

A  quantity  P — About  fifty  pounds. 

Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  obtain 
possession  of  that  powder,  or  take  it  from 
you  by  force  P — No. 

You  are  quite  sure  you  heard  Mr. 
O'Brien  say  on  the  Friday  there  was  a 
warrant  against  him  for  his  arrest,  and  a 
reward  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  taking 
him  P— Yes. 

And  then  he  asked  them  whether  they 
would  protect  him  if  they  came  to  arrest 
him  P- Yes. 

And  they  said  they  would  P — ^Yes. 

And  who  said  they  had  but  stones ;  was 
it  the  people  said  that  P — ^The  people. 

Some  of  them.  Very  well;  now  who 
said  stones  would  be  very  goodP — Mr. 
O'Brien. 

Where  they  had  not  arms  for  that  pur- 
pose P — ^Yes. 

You  say  at  twelve  o'clock  that  Mr. 
O'Brien  came  into  your  yard;  do  you 
know  whether  the  police  were  in  sight  P 
— The  police  were  not  in  sight  at  thab 
time. 

Now,  he  asked  yon  first  for  some  carts 
and  carg  to  throw  up  a  barricade  across 
the  road  P— Yes. 

Was  it  not  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  police  from  arresting  him  P — Yes. 
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Do  yon  not  believe  if  he  liked  he  ooald 
have  got  fifty  menP — ^I  think  any  man 
employed  by  the  company  would  not  do 
it;  ihej  were  not  all  employed  by  the 
oompany. 

Gonld  he  have  got  people  snfficiont  to 
roll  tbe  cart  if  he  chose,  m  spite  of  you  P 
— Ho  could. 

Owen  Oullen. — Examined  by  the  Solicitor' 
OenercU. 

JEmployed  in  the  collieries.  Confirmed 
the  last  witness.  Heard  Mr.  0*Brien  speak 
on  Friday  night.  He  asked  if  there  was 
■ufficient  force  there  to  keep  him  from,  I 
think,  one  hundred  or  two  hundred  men. 
In  the  course  of  his  address  he  said  he 
expected  this  to  be  a  free  country,  but  how 
that  was  to  come  round  he  did  not  say  in 
my  hearing.  On  Saturday  morning  I  saw 
Mr.  O'Brien  in  Widow  Lacken's  house, 
Mr.  0*Brien  sent  for  me  by  a  man  named 
JSourigan.  There  were  two  strangers 
in  the  room.  He  read  a  letter  to  me 
that  he  wanted  me  to  send  forward 
to  the  directors  of  the  Mining  Com- 
pany. 

WiineBs  identified  the  letter  produced, 
and  stated  that  he  had  forwarded  it  to 
the  Company  in  Dublin. 

Was  anything  said  about  a  horse  of 
yours  P — That  was  the  evening  before. 

What  did  he  say  to  you  P — He  asked  me 
for  the  key  of  the  police-barrack ;  and  he 
taw  one  of  the  company's  ponies  Koiug  out 
to  water,  and  he  said  he  wanted  it  tor  a 
night.  I  said  I  could  not  give  him  either, 
that  I  was  only  the  company's  servant; 
and  be  at  once  admitted  the  justice  of 
my  refusal,  and  said  he  would  not  take 
either. 

Cross-examined  by  Fiixgerald. 

You  were  the  principal  officer  of  the 
Mining  Company  there  r — ^Yes. 

They  have  a  good  deal  of  property 
there  P — A  good  deal. 

Had  they  at  this  time  any  gunpowder  P 
—Yes. 

Now,  during  the  whole  of  this  time 
was  any  of  the  Mining  Company's  pro- 
perty injured P — Not  in  the  least;  we  bad 
money  and  property  there,  but  it  was 
never  injured.  I  believe  I  remitted  one 
hundred  pounds  that  morning  from  the 
mines. 

Tbere  was  no  attempt  made  to  take  any 
part  of  it  P — ^No  attempt  whatever. 

Did  Mr.  O'Brien  say  he  was  apprehen- 
sive of  arrest  P — Why,  it  appeared  to  me 
that  he  was  afraid  of  it. 

A  Juror :  When  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  said 
he  expected  that  this  would  be  a  free 
country,  did  he  give  any  definition  of 
what  a  free  country  was  P— No. 


Eiehard  Ptiriay— Examined  by  SeoH. 

Secretary  of  the  Mining  Company  of 
IrelancL  spoke  to  receiving  the  letter 
forwarded  by  the  last  witness  in  Dublin 
on  July  30. 

Sub-Inspector  Thomas  Trant— Examined 
by  Sauese, 

Sub-Inspeotor  of  police  in  Callan. 

Do  you  remember  proceeding  in  any 
direction  from  Callan  on  the  29th  of  July 
last  P— Yes ;  I  got  orders  from  the  county 
inspector  of  Kilkenny  to  proceed  out  with 
my  oompany  to  Ballingarry  Commons. 

State  what  number  of  men  you  had 
under  your  command. — Forty-six. 

Just  state,  slowly,  what  occurred  after 
you  gotto  Balli  ngarry , — ^After  I  had  passed 
through  Ballingarry  1  observed  crowds 
following  me  along  the  road,  and  crowds 
also  passing  to  my  left  tbrough  the  fields. 
I  continued  on  the  road  for  about  two 
miles.  When  I  had  advanced  about  two 
miles  beyond  Ballingarry  towards  the 
Commons,  I  observed  great  crowds  in  my 
front,  and  also  coming  down  from  all  the 
hills,  and  a  shrill  whistling.  I  met  with 
a  road  to  my  right,  I  inquired,  and  I  found 
it  led  to  Kilkenny.  I  wheeled  the  party 
up  that  road,  expecting  forces  from 
Kilkenny. 

You  wheeled  the  party  up  that  road  P — 
Yes ;  up  to  the  rign{.  We  ascended  the 
hill,  I  oaresay  nearly  a  mile.  The  people 
behind  us,  from  Ballingarry,  took  the 
country  upon  the  right  when  we  took  the 
road ;  those  that  were  going  parallel  with 
us  fell  into  our  rear ;  and  those  cominff 
across  the  Commons  were  to  our  left,  and 
we  were  nearly  surrounded.  When  we 
^t  to  the  slate  house  they  were  outflank- 
mgus. 

Whiteeide :  It  is  utterly  impossible  for 
mortal  man  to  take  down  what  you  say, 
you  are  speaking  so  quick. 

DonsRTT,  C.J. :  Suppose  you  condense. 
The  people  were  closing  around  you  P — 
Yes,  my  lord. 

SoMsse:  Were  you  able  to  perceive 
whether  any  of  the  crowd  you  have  de- 
scribed had  any  arms  P — ^Yes ;  they  were 
armed  with  pikes  and  guns. 

Could  you  form  any  estimate  of  the 
number  P — I  could  not  exactly  form  an 
estimate  of  the  number.  Persons  carry- 
ing guns  in  a  trail  you  cannot  see  them 
at  all  at  a  distance ;  where  my  eye  rested 
I  saw  pikes  or  guns. 

What  did  you  do  on  seeing  the  slated 
house  P — 1  ordered  the  men,  who  were 
then  marching  in  fours,  to  break  and  take 
possession  of  that  house,  and  if  refused 
admission  to  smash  into  it.  It  was  about 
two  fields  from  us,  on  the  right.  The  men 
rushed  for  the  house,  and  I  followed  them. 
Just  as  I  ordered  the  men  to  breakt  a  shot 
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was  fired ;  I  looked  roand  and  saw  the 
smoke,  with  the  man  who  fired  it,  aboat 
ei^^j  or  one  hnndred  yards  to  my  left. 

When  yon  gave  directions  to  yonr  men 
to  go  to  the  honse,  in  what  direction  was 
this  crowd  going,  or  any  portion  of  it  P — 
They  were  behind  ns,  and  on  each  side ; 
completely  ontflanking  ns  on  each  side. 

Were  they  walking  or  running  P —Bun- 
ning,  most  of  them,  I  should  say.  In 
about  two  or  three  minutes  they  could 
have  cut  us  off  fh>m  the  house ;  they  could 
have  got  between  us  and  the  house ;  they 
were  outflanking  us  completely. 

Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  cut  ^ou 
off  from  the  house  P — They  were  making 
what  speed  they  could,  each  flank  be- 
hind us. 

Whiteside:  That  is  a  mere  matter  of 
opinion. 

SoMBse:  Bid  your  men  get  into  the 
house  P — Yes. 

Just  describe  what  you  did  there  P — 
I  directed  the  men  to  turn  in  and  to 
throw  all  the  loose  things  they  could 
up  against  the  windows,  ana  to  secure  the 
doors. 

After  you  had  the  house  fastened  in 
that  way,  what  next  occurred  P — ^It  was 
in  the  act  of  fastening  that  it  was  sur* 
rounded.  .  1  directed  the  men  to  take 
<^rj^  of  every  door  and  window.  I  was 
passing  up  stairs  to  see  if  the  arran^ 
mentB  were  made,  when  I  heard  a  TOioe 
proceeding  from  the  rear,  calling  for  the 
officer.  I  went  to  the  lobby  window ;  a 
man  put  up  his  arm — that  man  was  un- 
armeo— ana  said,  "  For  God's  sake  let 
there  be  no  firing;  we  want  to  make 
peace."  1  replied,  if  the  people  did  not 
fire,  we  would  not  fire ;  but  if  a  shot  was 
fired  from  without,  we  woald  fire  as  long 
as  a  cartridge  or  a  man  remained.  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  may  be  permitted  to 
explain  that. 

1^0 ;  just  state  facts.    What  next  hap- 
Qed,    Mr.    TratUf—I   then   gare   or* 


Whiieeide :  I  must  interpose  here.  What 
was  said  to  youP — ^My  orders  to  the 
men 

To  the  man  outside  P^Nothing  farther 
with  that  man.    I  acted  immediately. 

SoMsee:  What  next  happened  P— The 
next  were  ^e  orders  I  gave  the  men. 

After  you  gaye  orders,  what  happened 
after  that  P — ^A  call  was  made  to  me  up 
stairs ;  the  words  were,  "  Mr.  0*Brien  is 
below":  the  words  were,  **  Tell  Mr. 
Trami,  Mr  O'Brien  is  here." 

Did  you  go  down  P — ^I  did.  I  went  down 
to  the  window  where  I  was  informed  he 
had  been,  but  he  had  disappeared. 

What  next  occurred  P— The  men  told 
me  of  a  proposal  that  had  been  made. 

What  next  ooourred  P— I  went  upstairs 


again;  I  was  again  called  to,  that  Mr. 
ffBrien  was  there,  and  wished  to  see  me. 
I  then  replied,  if  so,  let  him  come  round 
to  the  window  to  me.    He  did  not  come. 

What    next    happened  P — Immediately 

after  that  I  heard  a  crash  of  stones  and 

shots  from  without,  and  a  window  smashed. 

What  was  next  done  P— -I  instantly  gave 

orders  to  fire,  and  the  firing  commenced. 

How  long  did  the  firing  continue  P — 
About  an  hour  from  first  to  last— from 
the  first  shot  to  the  last. 

Were  you  able  to  see  what  was  the 
effect  of  that  firing  P — When  going  on 
or  after  P 

Either,  when  going  onP — Why,  I  saw 
after  it  had  gone  on  for  a  considerable 
time,  the  people  did  not  appear  on  our 
front  or  flanks,  but  still  shootmg  over  the 
wall  as  well  as  they  could ;  they  did  not 
show  themselves  in  the  flanks.  We  had 
no  command  of  the  rear  of  that  house ; 
they  out  us  off  from  the  rear  view. 

Dou£BTT,  O.J. :  How  many  people  were 
there  about  the  house,  are  you  able  to 
say  P—  I  should  say,  when  we  were  going 
up  to  the  house,  there  were  about  sixty- 
five  to  one,  or  about  three  thousand. 

SoMsse:  During  the  period  that  you  say 
the  firing  was  going  on  f^om  the  police, 
was  there  any  mring  from  the  outside  P— 
Oh,  yes,  they  had  possession  of  the  house 
to  our  rear,  and  the  command  of  the  lobby 
window;  and  there  were  some  double 
barreb  in  the  rear  of  the  house.  The 
shots  from  those  double-barrelled  guns 
raked  the  stairs  and  passed  through  the 
lobby  window. 

Do  you  remember  while  you  were  in 
the  house,  and  after  the  firing  had  com- 
menced, any  policeman  coming  there  P — 
After  the  firing  was  over  Head  Oonstable 
Carrollt  in  private  clothes,  rode  up  to  the 
house.  I  heard  throaghout  shots  from 
without  as  well  as  from  within. 

DoHBBTT,  O.J. :  Do  you  mean  through 
the  entire  hour  that  you  have  spokea  of  P 
— ^During  the  entire  time  the  tiring  waj 
going  on  there  were  shots  from  without 
as  well  as  from  within,  except  the  latter 
part  of  it.  I  did  not  hear  many  for  about 
five  minutes  before  our  lost  shots  were 
fired. 

Saueee:  Were  they  fired  in  a  Tolley,  or 
were  they  dropping  shots  P — They  were 
dropping  shots  as  they  got  an  opportunity. 
They  were  not  in  volleys  either  ftx>m 
within  or  without. 

Blackbubnb,  L.O.J. :  Was  the  firing 
continuous,  uninterrupted  P — For  about 
half  the  time  it  was  very  constant  firing 
from  within,  and  without  for  about  a  third 
of  the  time. 

DoHERxr,  O.J. :  Were  there  five,  fifty, 
or  one  hundred  shots,  can  you  safely  sav, 
fired  by  the   party  without  P — I   snoold 
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suppose  there  musfc  have  been  more  than 
one  hundred,  or  two  hundred  either.  T 
cannot  speak  with  any  certainty  as  to 
their  firing. 

A  Juror :  Can  you  state  the  number  of 
reports  that  you  heard? — Oh,  it  is  per- 
fectly impossible;  for  one-third  of  the 
time  the  firing  was  incessant  from  within 
and  without. 

A  Jv/ror:  Would  you  undertake  to  say 
that  it  did  not  exceed  twenty  ? — Indeed  I 
would  not. 

A  Jwror :  Would  you  undertake  to  say 
that  it  exceeded  one  hundred  P — I  should 
say  it  mieht  haye  exceeded  one  hundred  ; 
the  prob{n)ility  is  that  their  shots  exceeded 
two  hundred.  I  cannot  go  to  anything 
like  certainty.  The  house  is  a  large  one ; 
and  consider  me  in  one  part  of  the  house, 
and  shots  going  on  both  in  front  and 
flank — it  is  perfectly  impossible  to  form 
any  idea. 

A  Jwor:  How  many  shots  did  your 
party  fireP — The  head  constable  will  be 
able  to  answer  that — Head  Constable 
M'Bonagh.  I  know  I  Served  oyer  two 
hundred  and  thirty  rounds  to  replace  what 
had  been  fired. 

8ati8se :  After  you  fortified  the  house  how 
long  did  you  remain  in  the  house  P — I  re- 
mained in  the  house  upwards  of  two  hours 
after  the  firing  had  ceased.  I  was  upwards 
of  two  hours  in  it  without  a  shot  being 
fired^  from  within  or  without ;  and  about 
that  time  Mr.  Cox*8  party  from  Cashel 
arrived,  about  two  hours  and  a  quarter 
after. 

About  what  o'clock  was  it  when  Mr. 
Cox*8  party  arrived  P — About  a  quarter 
past  five  I  saw  three  or  four  men  ad* 
vancing;  I  waa  looking  through  a  loop- 
hole on  the  left  band,  and  I  fired  a  signal 
shot  for  them,  and  that  was  the  first  shot 
I  heard  from  the  time  we  ceased  firing, 
which  was  upwards  of  two  hours  before. 

Cross-examined  by  WhUe$ide, 

You  are  in  the  polioe  stationed  at 
Callan  P— Yes. 

How  many  men  were  stationed  at 
Callan  P — Forty-six ;  we  bad  called  in  the 
out-stations.  There  were  two  or  three 
men  sick,  and  two  orderlies  left  at  home. 

Is  that  the  ordinary  number,  or  is  it  un 
excessive  number  in  a  police-barrack  P — 
It  would  be  an  excessive  number  for  a 
station  like  Callan,  but  the  out*Btations 
bad  been  called  in. 

Is  there  any  station  in  this  place  that 
we  have  been  talking  of,  where  there 
wonld  be  as  man^r  as  five  hundred?— No, 
I  do  not  know  of  it. 

Was  there  not  five  hundred  pounds  re- 
ward offered  for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  0*Brien  t 
— I  had  not  heard  that  that  morning. 

When  you  saw  the  rest  of  the  police. 


they  did  not  tell  you?— Yes,  when  Mr. 
Cost;  came  up  he  said  we  had  let  five  hun« 
dred  pounds  slip  through  our  fingers. 

Were  vou  not  very  sorry  you  had  done 
so  ? — I  do  not  remember  it ;  it  would  not 
have  been  of  the  slightest  consideration  to 
me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duly. 

Would  not  Mr.  Co;b,  like  to  have  had 
that  in  his  fingers  ? — I  think  he  would. 

And  if  you  had  marched  up  the  hill  you 
might  have  got  it  P — ^Up  what  hill  ? 

Up  to  the  Commons,  instead  of  going 
into  that  house  P— Yes. 

On  this  occasion,  in  justice  to  yourself, 
you  have  not  underrated  any  of  your 
services  on  that  day,  or  the  numbers  of 
persons  whom  you  saw  ? — Not  willingly ; 
in  the  number  I  have  laid  down  I  have 
heard  disinterested  persons  agree. 

You  said  three  thousand  persons.  Is 
that  a  moderate  calculation  P— I  calculated 
from  the  ground  covered,  on  the  fianks 
and  rear,  there  could  not  be  less. 

How  many  of  the  crowd  came  from  the 
collieries ;  the  mining  people  you  know  P — 
I  should  say  there  were  some  hundreds. 

Were  they  all  armed  P— I  have  mentioned 
before  that  is  impossible  to  asc^irtain  the 
number  of  arms  m  a  crowd ;  if  they  are 
carrying  tous  at  trail,  you  cannot  see 
whether  they  are  armed  or  not. 

Can  you  tell  the  difference  in  a  crowd 
between  women  and  men  P — Yes.  I  don't 
remember  seeing  any  women  about  the 
house  during  me  firing;  I  saw  three 
women  about  the  house  when  the  firing 
got  slack. 

You  did  not  shoot  them  ? — ^I  gave  orders 
to  take  care  that  they  should  not  be  shot. 

During  all  that  firing  of  so  many  hun- 
dred shots,  was  there  so  much  as  a  sdrape 
on  the  fingers  of  any  of  the  police ;  were 
any  of  them  ixjured? — Not  one;  I  took 
core  they  should  not  be. 

I  have  the  highest  respect  for  your 
abilities;  but  you  were  not  wounded? — 
No. 

And  you  live  to-day  to  tell  the  dangers 
that  you  passed  through  P — Yes. 

Your  orders  were  to  go  to  Ballingarry 
Commons  P — Yes. 

You  knew  Mr.  O'Brien  was  there  P — I 
did  not  know  it  of  my  own  knowledge.  It 
was  by  the  orders  I  received;  it  was  for 
his  arrest. 

You  had  a  special  order  for  his  arrest  P 
— It  was  in  the  nature  of  an  order  to  ad- 
vance on  that  place,  where  I  was  to  be  met 
by  military  and  constables. 

Had  you  any  children  in  the  house  ?— 
Yes;  they  were  very  good  hostages ;  there 
were  five. 

Did  the  mother  of  those  children  ap- 
pear P — ^Yes ;  she  did  appear. 

Did  she  ask  for  her  children? — After 
the  firing  was  over  she  came  to  inquire 
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after  her  children.    I  told  her  they  were 
very  well. 

Where  did  you  put  them  P— They  were 
in  the  comer  of  a  bed. 

Where  were  you  yourself  ?  -I  was  in  a 
room  on  the  left  flank ;  I  was  in  the  room 
where  the  Ijed  was. 
Were  you  in  the  bed?— No. 
I  am  asking  you  a  serious  question. 
Will  you  swear  that  yoa  did  not  lie  down  P 
I  will. 
Did  you  sit  down  P—Not  at  all. 
Did  you  take  up  a  bed  at  all  ? — No ;  I 
took  up  a  carbine. 

Was  not  the  principal  firing  that  yoa 
have  talked  of  from  the  back  of  the  house  P 
— ^I  told  you  that  I  heard  double  barrels 
there.  I  coald  not  say  the  principal 
firing  was  from  the  back,  there  was  firmg 
all  round  the  house. 

Was  there  any  but  one  window  at  the 
back  of  that  house  ?— But  one  window. 

Was  not  that  window  on  the  second 
story  P — It  was  on  the  first  landing  as  you 
go  up  the  stairs. 

Did  you  observe  many  marks  on  the 
front  of  the  house  P— I  never  looked  at  it. 
Now,  in  the  front  of  the  house  there  was 
a  little  wicket  gate  P— Yes,  leading  up  the 
passage. 

And  a  little  cabbage  garden  P^Outside 
this  wall  there  is,  and  there  is  another 
here  (pointing  to  the  plan). 

And  two  windows  in  the  front  P — Two 
windows  on  the  ground  floor  in  the 
front. 

And  three  above  in  the  front  P — ^Yes. 
You  went  up  stairs  P — I  passed  up  these 
stairs. 

What  room  were  you  in  in  front  P — The 
left  flank,  next  the  Oommons. 

It  would  not  be  perfectly  easy  to  kill 
you  there  P— Perfectly  easy,  if  they  could 
doit. 

Ordinarily  will  a  musket  bullet  pene- 
trate a  stone  wall  P — Certainly  not. 

Were  any  policemen  shot  or  wounded  P 
— ^Not  one,  nor  hurt  at  all. 

Now,  from  your  firing  some  people  were 
killed  P — ^And  wounded. 

Just  as  the  firing  began,  au  unarmed 
man  spoke  to  yon,  and  asked  for  peace  P — 
Yes. 

And  said  they  were  trying  to  make 
peace ;  did  he  not  P — Yes. 

And  you  answered  him,  and  said,  if 
there  was  no  firing  from  without,  there 
would  be  none  from  within P— Yes;  but 
that  if  a  shot  was  fired  from  without,  we 
would  retam  it  while  a  shot  or  a  man 
remained. 

In  the  room  in  which  you  were  before  the 
firing  began,  were  there  any  stones  thrown 
into  that  room  P — I  could  not  say  yes  or 
no.  My  men  in  that  room  tell  me  I  was 
struck  on  the  breast  with  a  stone,  but  I  do 


not  remember  it ;   my  mind  was  too  busily 
occupied  in  making  arrangements. 

Well,  if  you  never  get  a  severer  wound 
than  that,  you  will  be  covered  with  glory 
very  easily.  Who  told  you  that? — My 
own  men. 

They  told  you,  **  Captain,  you  are  wound- 
ed, though  you  do  not  know  it."    Did  you 
get  the  stone  P — No. 
Did  you  look  for  it  P— No. 
Perhaps  you  have  the  stone  P — ^No. 
Did  you  report  that  to  your  officer  P — 
No,  they  told  me  a  ball  hit  the  wall  by 
my  head,  but  I  did  not  see  it  or  examine 
it. 

Before  there  was  any  firing  out  of  the 
house,  did  you  see  any  stones  thrown  in* 
to  the  room  where  you  were  standing? — 1 
heard  a  crash,  but  I  cannot  tell  where  $ 
they  came  in  there  as  well  as  in  other 
places. 

Was  any  thiuff  thrown  into  that  room 
before  you  fired  P— I  could  not  answer  for 
that  room  in  particular ;  I  heard  a  general 
crash. 

Was  it  before  or  after  the  general  crash 
that  you  were  called  down  stairs  by  a 
man  P— Before  it,  by  Mr.  0*Brim\  before 
it. 

You  went  down  to  that  room  where  the 
front  window  was  P — Yes. 
Into  which  a  man  could  speak  P--Ye8. 
And  might  be  shot  by  your  men  inside  P 
—Yes. 

When  you  Went  down  you  were  told  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  gone  P— I  did  not  see  him. 

If  a  person  at  that  window  wanted  to 
speak  to  a  person  at  the  second  room,  he 
would  have  to  cross  the  front  of  the  house  P 
—Yes,  but  he  might  do  so  with  safety  if 
the  doors  were  shut. 

Both  in  passing  the  windows  and  re- 
passing P — There  was  an  order  at  that 
tipie  from  me  to  my  men,  not  to  fire 
unless  fired  upon,  but  if  fired  upon  to  fire 
at  once  without  any  order. 

You  did  not  proclaim  that  to  the  people 
outside  P— No,  it  was  not  necessary. 

After  you  came  down  to  that  room  you 
then  went  up  again  P — ^Yes. 

And  you  looked  out  there  P — In  fact  I 
was  throwing  somethinff  in  a  window, 
which  was  a  small  bag  of  meal,  and  I  said 
that  would  stop  a  ball,  and  just  at  the 
moment  I  was  told  again  he  was  below. 

Now,  you  went  down  a  second  timep 
— No,  I  did  not. 

When  you  said  that  the  gentleman 
should  come  round  to  the  window  if  he 
wanted  to  speak  to  yoa,  what  window  did 
you  meanP — ^It  is  not  described  at  all 
here  (referring  to  the  plan) — the  window 
on  that  side. 

That  was  the  window  you  meant  P — I 
would  have  answered  him  from  the  window 
above. 
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And  a  person  who  beard  that  he  was 
desired  to  go  round  to  the  other  window, 
standing  at  the  front  window,  might 
naturally  expect  that  it  was  this  front 
window  on  which  he  might  stand  and 
speak  to  those  within  P — ^I  cannot  tell 
what  he  might  suppose. 

You  meant  to  speak  to  him  from  above  P 
—That  is  what  I  said.  I  said,  ''  If  he 
wants  me  let  him  come  round." 

And  by  coming  round  you  could  speak 
to  him  out  of  the  second  story  window  P — 
Yes. 

Yon  were  asked  the  number  of  shots 
that  were  fired.  I  am  not  asking  about 
the  police  shots.  Will  you  swear  there 
were  two  hundred  shots  fired  or  fifty,  now 
I  am  asking  you  P — Indeed  I  would. 

Did  it  last  half  an  hour  P— The  brisk 
firing  was  about  a  third  of  the  time,  and 
for  the  next  third  it  was  yery  slack,  and 
for  the  other  third  it  was  very  odd 
shots. 

And  these  odd  shots  came  from  your- 
selves P — ^Yes. 

That  is,  whenever  any  man  appeared 
you  fired  at  himP — ^We  never  ceased  to 
fire  as  long  as  we  saw  an  euemy. 

After  the  general  firing  ceased,  if  any- 
body appeared  within  range,  you  fired  at 
him  P— Yes. 

And  that  was  continued  after  the  gen- 
eral confiict  had  ceased  P— Whenever  any 
of  them  were  seen  changing  positions  they 
were  fired  at.  If  we  had  ceased  they 
might  have  renewed  the  conflict. 

They  did  not  renew  it,  and  yon  were 
two  hours  in  that  house  without  a  shot 
being  fired  at  all  P— Not  a  shot  I  heard  for 
the  two  hours  that  elapsed. 

Having  remained  there  two  hours  Cap- 
tain Cox  marched  up,  and  you  went  away  P 
— In  about  two  hours  and  a  quarter,  and 
he  took  away  some  of  the  pikes  that  re- 
mained on  the  ground. 

A  Juror:  When  you  ordered  the  men  to 
break,  did  you  mean  to  run  for  the  house  P 
— Decidedly,  to  take  it  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible. 

Was  that  after  the  shot  was  fired  on 
your  left  P— About  the  verv  same  time. 

It  was  about  that  time  that  you  ordered 
them  to  run  for  the  house  P— I  think  the 
shot  was  fired  as  they  were  breaking. 

You  said  it  was  a  single  shot  P— Yes,  I 
saw  the  smoke  about  the  man  who  fired  it, 
a)>out  eighty  or  one  hundred  yards  to  my 
loft.  I  heard  the  explosion,  and  saw  the 
smoke  about  the  man. 

A  Juror :  Did  you  know  the  man  who 
lifted  up  his  hands  for  peace  P— I  did  not ; 
I  never  saw  him  since  to  my  knowledge. 

Whiteside:  Of  course  there  were  un- 
armed men  there  P — Yes,  he  was  unarmed 
at  the  time. 

A  Juror:  Was  he  a  countryman P— His 


appearance  was  that  of  a  decent  farmer  or 
shopkeeper. 

In  fact,  was  he  dressed  in  frieze  P— No, 
he  had  a  brown  frodc  coat  on. 

Cornelius  Mahony — Examined  by  Lynch, 

Was  one  of  Tran<'»party, and  stationed 
in  the  parlour  of  "Widow  WCormadc's 
house,  on  the  left  going  in. 

Tell  the  Court  after  you  first  went  into 
the  parlour  what  first  occurred. — Why, 
the  people  all  surrounded  the  house  and 
shouted ;  then  I  observed  a  man  with  a 
military  c;vp  get  out  of  a  pasture  field  into 
the  potatoes,  into  the  caboage  garden,  and 
come  by  a  ditch  until  he  came  to  an  out- 
office  that  was  convenient  to  the  window. 

Did  any  person  come  to  the  window  on 
that  occasion  P — Why,  there  was  a  man 
came  first  to  the  window  dressed  with  a 
flannel  jacket  on  him,  armed  with  a 
blunderbuss.  He  asked  us  to  give  up  our 
arms.  Mr.  0  Brien  came  on  the  window 
then,  immediately  afterwards.  He  stood 
on  the  stool  of  the  window.  The  window 
was  open.  He  said  that  he  was  an  Irish- 
man and  a  soldier,  and  asked  us  to  give  up 
our  arms,  and  he  would  protect  our  lives, 
and  he  would  give  us  five  minutes 

Did  he  say  anything  ftirther  then  P — No, 
he  did  not ;  we  told  him  we  would  not. 

Had  Mr.  0* Brien  any  firearms  P — I  did 
not  see  him  when  he  came  on  the  window 
with  any  firearms,  but  I  saw  him  before 
that  wiw  a  pistol. 

Where  did  you  see  Mr.  O'Brien  before 
with  firearms  P — ^I  saw  him  out  of  a  win- 
dow ;  I  saw  him  lying  underneath ;  lying 
in  an  out-office. 

Where  was  he  when  you  saw  him  with 
firearms  P — I  saw  him  in  a  cabbage  gar- 
den, in  an  out-office  getting  into  a  cabMkge 
garden,  and  he  stood  there  at  the  end  of 
that  house. 

MooKB,  J.:  How  far  was  the  cabbage 
garden  from  the  window  where  you  were  P 
— ^Not  more  than  about  a  perch,  my  lord ; 
about  a  perch. 

Lynch :  Did  Mr.  O'Brien  remain  there, 
or  did  he  go  away  P — He  went  away. 

Did  you  hear  Mr.  O'Brien,  when  he  left 
the  window,  say  anvthing  to  the  people  P 
— I  heard  him  speak  to  the  people,  but  I 
did  not  know  what  he  said  to  them. 

Up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  O'Brien  having 
left  the  window,  had  there  been  any  firing 
at  allP^-The  firing  commenced  immedi- 
ately after  he  left  the  window.  The  firing 
commenced  outside  then,  and  upstairs  they 
fired  their  return  fire,  and  so  did  we  below. 

Was  anything  else  done  fh>m  the  outside 
except  the  firing  P — There  were  stones 
thrown. 

How  soon  after  the  stones  was  the  firing  P 
— ^I  oould  not  exactly  say;  about  fire 
minutes,  I  should  say. 
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A  JWor :  Did  yoa  see  may  balla  come 
inP— No;  I  did  not. 

In  the  interral  of  fiye  minates,  between 
the  stone  and  the  shots,  was  any  shot  fired 
oat  of  the  honse  P — ^No. 

Lynch :  At  that  time,  before  the  firing, 
did  Ton  hear  anything  striking  any  of  the 
windows  in  the  rest  of  the  honse  P^-No ;  I 
did  not. 

After  yonr  party  had  commenced  firing, 
how  long  did  the  firing  continue  P — ^I  oonld 
not  exactly  say.  I  think  abont  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  or  more,  of  continued  firing. 

A  Juror :  Do  you  know  the  difiisrence  in 
the  sound  of  the  firing  of  a  company,  and 
the  firing  of  a  section;  you  have  been  some 
time  in  the  police  P — ^Yes. 

Would  Tou  know  the  dlfiidrence  between 
the  sound  that  a  section  and  a  company 
would  make  firing  P — I  would. 

Was  the  ToUey  you  heard  louder  than 
the  firing  of  a  section,  and  was  it  the  noise 
made  by  the  firiu  of  a  company  P — ^I  could 
not  exactly  state  that ;  it  was  a  larse  report. 

Was  that  more  than  would  be  uie  report 
of  the  firing  of  a  section,  suppose  we  say 
the  section  consisted  of  twelve  men  P — it 
was  more  than  that. 

Was  it  as  much  as  if  it  consisted  of  fifty 
men  P — I  could  not  exactly  sar. 

How  many  shots  were  fired  at  that 
time  P — I  could  not  say  ;  they  were  fired 
at  every  side  of  the  house. 

What  condition  were  the  parties  in  P — 
They  were  scattered  every  way. 

What  was  between  you  and  the  psrty 
firing— was  it  a  ditch  or  a  wall  P-— They 
fired  from  a  wall. 

Oroes-examined  by  FUssgerdld. 

From  the  sound  of  the  firing  could  you 
say  whether  it  came  from  the  back  or  the 
front  of  the  house  principally  P — I  could 
not  say ;  I  think  it  came  from  the  back  of 
the  house. 

You  could  not  say  it  came  more  &om 
one  than  from  the  other  P — I  could  not. 

And  how  long  did  the  firing  last  alto- 
gether—I am  not  speaking  of  continued 
firing  P — ^About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at 
best. 

None  of  your  men  were  wounded  P — 
Not  one. 

And  you  were  in  the  front  of  the  win- 
dow P— Yes. 

And  that  was  open  P — ^Yes. 

AJwrar:  Was  there  anything  to  pre- 
vent balls  fired  from  the  outside  from 
getting  in  P — Not  a  hap'orth. 

In  fact,  there  was  no  mark  of  balls,  and 
but  one  stone  P — ^Yes. 
John  Moron — ^Examined  by  the  AUomey' 
General. 

Was  in  the  same  room  as  last  witness. 
Saw  Mr.  (fBrien  with  his  back  to  the 
wall,  oloee  to  the  window. 


When  next  did  you  see  Mr.  O'Brien^  or 
what  part  of  the  transaction  did  you  see 
him  next  in  P — One  of  the  men  went  up- 
stairs to  tell  Mr.  Trant  that  Mr.  O'Brien 
was  below;  on  Mr.  Trant  coming  down  he 
had  disappeared  from  the  placo  I  saw 
him  in.  After  Mr.  Trant  had  left  the 
room,  Mr.  O'Brien  came  and  planted  him- 
self in  the  same  position  he  was  in  before. 
He  came  up  to  tne  window,  and  got  up  on 
the  window  stool.  The  first  expression  he 
made  use  of  was,  "  We  are  all  Irishmen, 
we  are  all  Irishmen.  I  am  8miih  O'Brien, 
as  good  a  soldier  as  anv  of  you ;  "  that  is 
the  expression  he  made  use  of.  He  de- 
roandea  our  arms  after  that.  The  answer 
he  got  was,  I  was  one  of  the  men  myself 
who  said  it,  that  we  would  forfeit  our  lives 
before  we  would  give  up  our  arms. 

When  you  gave  him  that  answer  what 
did  he  say  or  do? — He  certainly  seemed 
disappointed. 

Did  he  say  anything,  did  he  remain  on 
the  wiudow-stool  or  did  he  go  away  P— I 
heard  him  get  down  off  the  window-stool, 
and  I heardhim  make  use  of  the  expres- 
sion, "  Slash  away,  boys,  and  slaughter 
the  whole  of  them." 

Prisoner:  Don't  you  know  you  are 
swearing  falsely  when  you  are  swearing 
that  P — ^No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

AUomey-General :  How  far  was  Mr. 
O'Brien  n*om  the  window  when  he  said 
that  P— I  do  not  think  he  could  be  far 
from  the  window. 

Was  he  ofi'the  window- stool  P— He  could 
not  be. 

Frisoner:  Turn  round  and  let  me  see 
your  face. 

Attomey-Qeneral :  Was  he  off  the  win- 
dow-stool at  the  time  P — He  had  one  foot 
off  the  window-stool  and  the  other  on  it  at 
the  time  I  heard  him  say  that. 

Did  anvthing  occur  immediately  after 
you  heard  him  use  that  expression  r — Im- 
mediately after  that  I  heard  shots. 

From  the  inside  or  the  outside  P — From 
the  report  it  must  have  been  from  the  out- 
side. 

How  soon  after  you  heard  this  expres- 
sion used  by  Mr.  O'Bnen  did  you  hear 
the  first  shots  fired  P — In  two  minutes 
after  or  a  minute  after.  There  were  one, 
two,  three,  or  four  shots  commenced  to- 
gether ;  I  could  not  exactly  say. 

Did  you  see  or  perceive  any  stones 
thrown  into  the  room  where  you  were  P — 
Yes,  there  were  several  attempts  made  at 
throwing  stones  into  the  room  where  I 
was.  The  firing  continued  at  intervals 
for  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  While  this 
firing  was  ffoing  on,  I  did  certainly  see  a 
great  number  of  men  armed  with  guns, 
pikes,  and  pitchforks.  I  did  not  see  any 
man  in  the  act  of  firing  at  or  towards  the 
house.    I  saw  one  man  mako  an  attempt, 
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but  he  is  not  present,  by  patting  a  gnn 
over  the  wall  that  was  in  the  front  of  the 
honse,  and  were  it  not  that  he  was  too 
low  for  the  wall,  he  wonld  have  fired  in  on 
as ;  the  mozzle  of  the  gan  did  not  come 
exactly  on  a  level  to  the  window  I  was  in. 

Gross-examined  by  Whiteside, 

Was  it  not  on  the  6th  of  September  that 
year  information  was  sworn  P — I  coald  not 
say. 

Captain  Tra/nt  is  year  officer? — ^Yes. 

Were  there  not  women  there  P— I  saw 
several  women  there  jast  before  the 
firing,  bat  it  was  not  in  the  line  of  making 
peace ;  some  of  the  women 

Perhaps  they  were  the  ringleaders  P— I 
certainly  saw  some  of  them  gathering 
stones.* 

Weald  yon  not  shoot  a  woman  if  yon 
saw  her  gathering  stones  P — I  woald>  if 
the  fijring  was  going  on. 

Wonld  yon  have  shot  a  child  P— I  do  not 
know. 

Wonld  yon  have  shot  all  the  women 
there  if  they  had  been  pelting  stones  P— 
If  they  deserved  it,  certainly. 

Yon  wonld  have  shot  them  all,  one 
after  the  other ;  yon  admit  that  F — ^I  do, 
certainly. 

Before  Mr.  Trant  came  into  the  room 
the  first  time,  did  anybody  appear  at  the 
window,  except  Mr.  O'Brien,  saying  they 
wished  to  make  peace  P—JTo  person  had 
appeared  at  the  window  before  Mr.  Trant 
came  down. 

Did  snch  a  thing  occar  P — It  might. 

Yoa  did  not  hear  it  nor  see  it  P— Nor 
see  it. 

Did  yon  read  yonr  informations  to*day  P 
— ^No ;  nor  since  I  was  sworn  in  Dublin. 

This  window  at  which  Mr.  O'Brien 
came  to  speak  to  the  men  inside  was 
open ;  was  it  not  P — He  certainly  came  to 
the  window  and  gave  the  shatter  a  pash 
in. 

Then  his  person  was  exposed  P — He  was 
fully  exposed. 

And  had  either  party  fired  at  that  time 
he  must  have  been  shot  dead ;  is  not  that 
so  P — Certainly  so. 

Did  he  sav  ne  woald  protect  your  lives 
if  you  woald  give  up  your  armsP — ^We 
said  we  could  not  give  up  our  arms. 

And  he  immediately  said  in  a  loud  clear 
voice  to  the  people,  ''Slash  away,bovs, 
and  slaaghter  them  all;"  did  he  notP — 
Yes. 

Was  he  looking  you  in  the  face  and 
pointing  to  the  i>eople  outside  P— Certain- 
ly ;  on  his  coming  up  to  the  window  he 
put  back  his  hand  to  push  back  the  crowd. 

When  he  spoke  that,  did  he  turn  round 
and  address  the  people,  and  say,  "Slash 
away  P  " — No ;  he  was  getting  up ;  there 
was  a  nambor  round  about  him. 


Of  armed  people  P— Yes. 

With  guns  P— With  blunderbusses. 

Inside  the  wall,  were  they  ?  Will  you 
swear  thatP — Yies. 

And  the  moment  he  said  that,  they  fired 
in  P — They  fired  in  when  the  words  *  *  Slash 
away  "  were  used. 

Fired  with  their  blunderbusses  into 
your  room  P — Not  my  room. 

Did  you  fire  out  directly  then  P— Not 
exactly  at  that  time ;  till  I  heard  shots  I 
did  not  fire. 

But  the  people  who  were  between  the 
window  ana  the  wall,  with  the  blunder- 
basses,  fired  the  moment  Mr.  O'Brien 
spoke  /—No ;  I  did  not  say  that.  If  he 
remained  at  the  wiudow  he  would  have 
been  shot. 

Did  they  fire  when  he  told  them  P— I 
cannot  say ;  I  heard  shots. 

Did  the  people  with  the  blunderbusses 
fire  P — I  cannot  sav. 

Will  you  say  they  did  P— They  might 
have  fired. 

On  your  oath,  do  you  not  know  that 
nobody  fired  at  that  time ;  on  your  oath, 
do  you  not  know  itP— In  two  minutes. 

On  your  oath,  do  you  not  know  that 
nobody  fired  P — No. 

When  he  said  "  Slash  away,  boys,  and 
slaughter  them  all  '*  P — I  heard  shots. 

Will  you  swear,  when  he  spoke  those 
words,  anybody  fired  into  your  window  P — 
There  was  no  shot  fired  into  our  win- 
dow. 

Had  you  the  power  to  shoot  Mr.  0*Brien, 
to  shoot  him  dead,  when  he  said  that  P — 
I  had. 

Had  you  it  in  your  power  to  shoot  him 
when  the  shots  were  fired  P — I  could ;  if 
he  had  come  within  my  reach,  I  would 
have  shot  him. 

Yoa  would  have  shot  him  P— Certainly. 

And  he  was  fronting  the  window  look- 
ing at  you  when  he  said  that  P — No ;  he 
hf3  one  foot  on  the  window-stool  and  one 
off. 

One  foot  on  the  window -stool  and  one 
off*P — My  bayonet  was  only  six  inches 
ft^m  his  breast.  *  He  was  armed  with  a 
pistol. 

Could  you  shoot  a  man  six  inches  from 
you — that  is  my  question — could  you  P — I 
could. 

Did  you  shoot  himP — No,  I  did  not, 
because  I  did  not  hear  him  make  nse 

You  did  not  hear  him  say  **  Slash  away, 
boys,  and  slaughter  them  aU"P— I  did 
hear  him  say  that. 

What  was  it  you  were  going  to  say  P— It 
does  not  strike  me.  At  the  time  he  said 
"  Slash  away,  boys,  and  slaughter  them 
all)"  he  was  going  down  off*  the  window. 

Six  inches  from  you  P— The  bayonet  was 
not  more  than  six  inches  from  him. 

A  Jwrar :  Did  you  fire  at  ail  P— I  did. 
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What  did  yoa  fire  atP — ^I  saw  a  man  in 
the  act  of  pelting  stones,  and  I  filled  at 
him. 

Another  Juror:  What  prevented  you 
firing  at  Mr.  0*Brien  ?^l  had  not  time  to 
fire  after  I  heard  the  words  "  Slash  away, 
hoys,  and  slaughter  them  all." 

be  was  within  six  inches  of  your  bayonet 
at  the  moment  ? — Yes. 

With  respect  to  those  words  of  Mr. 
O'Brien,  where  was  the  other  constable 
who  was  examined  before,  at  the  time  that 
he  said  that  ? — He  was  in  the  room. 

WhUeaide :  I  understood  the  last  witness 
to  say  he  was  at  the  same  window,  if  yonr 
lordsnip  will  look  at  your  notes. 

WUnesa :  He  was  at  the  same  window. 

A  Juror :  Yes ;  that  is  sworn. 

Arihwr  Bobinson — Examined  by  the 

Solicitor-  General, 
Confirmed  the  last  witness. 
After  we  refused  giving  him  the  arms, 
on  getting  down  from  the  window,  Mr. 
Smith  O'Brien  gave  the  word,  **  Slash 
away,  boys,  and  slaughter  the  whole  of 
them." 

Cross-examined  by  Whiteeide. 

I  did  not  make  any  deposition  abont 
these  words.  I  saw  no  one  shot  in  the  in- 
dosure  between  the  house  and  the  wall, 
if o^ony  might  have  heard  what  liT.O'Brien 
said,  if  he  had  been  attending. 

And  every  man  who  moved  abont  you 
fired  at  P— Yes. 

How  many  panes  of  glass  were  broken 
in  that  window  you  were  at ;  be  precise  P — 
I  conld  not  say. 

Will  vou  swear  there  was  one  P — Yes. 

Two  P— Yes. 

That  is,  during  the  whole  conflict  there 
were  two  panes  of  glass  broken  in  that 
window  P— Yes. 

Was  it  by  stones  or  by  bullets  P— By 
the  ballets  of  the  men  inside  firing  out 
through  the  window. 

So  that  any  panes  of  glass  even  broken 
in  the  window  were  broken  by  the  bullets 
of  the  men  inside,  and  not  by  anybody 
outside  P — ^I  think  they  were. 

Did  you  gather  any  stones,  and  bring 
them  away  from  that  window  P — ^No,  I 
did  not  gather  any. 

Did  yon  see  any;  will  you  swear  you 
saw  any  P— No ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Did  you  see  anv  bullet  in  that  room,  or 
any  biillet*mark?— Not  one. 

PcUrich  Ford— Examined  by  Scott 
Confirmed  the  previous  witnesses.  I 
saw  people  coming  up  to  the  house;  a 
young  man  came  up  to  the  window  with 
a  flannel  waistcoat  on.  He  demanded  our 
arms,  and  said  I  was  an  Irishman,  and 
that  he  was  an  Irishman;  that  I  had  an 


Irishman's  face,  and  that  I  was  Pat  Ford, 
from  Callan. 

Where  was  that  man  at  the  time  he  said 
thatP — Standing  on  the  window-stool.  I 
told  him  we  would  not  give  them  up,  and 
for  him  to  go  away,  as  it  would  be  better 
for  him.  After  that  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien 
came  and  stood  on  the  window-stool. 

Begin  ajzain  and  state  what  Mr.  O'Brien 
said  P — "  On  my  honour  as  a  gentleman,  I 
come  up  to  you ;  I  am  Srrdth  O'Brien ;  I 
know  you  are  Irishmen ;  I  only  want  your 
arms,  and  I  will  protect  your  lives." 

Was  any  answer  given  to  that  P — ^There 
was ;  we  told  him  tnat  we  would  not  give 
them,  that  we  had  an  officer,  and  what- 
ever he  would  do  we  would  do. 

Was  your  officer  at  that  time  in  the 
room  P — He  was  upstairs. 

Did  he  say  anything  after  von  said  you 
had  an  officer,  and  whatever  he  would  do, 
you  would  doP — Yes,  he  asked  who  he 
was,  and  we  told  him  Mr.  Trant,  from 
Callan,  and  he  asked  where  he  was. 

WellP — He  was  addressing  the  people 
out  backwards ;  that  is,  the  Uttle  back 
yard ;  and  he  went  on  then  to  go  round. 

Did  anything  more  occur  after  that  P— 
Very  shortly  after  leaving  the  window  the 
firing  commenced. 

Did  ^rou  hear  anything  said  inunediately 
after  his  leaving  the  window P — I  did;  I 
heard,  **  Slash  away,  boys,  we  will  soon 
have  them  all." 

Can  you  say  by  whom  those  words  were 
spoken  P — No,  I  cannot. 

How  soon  after  you  saw  Mr.  O'Brien 
turn  from  the  window  was  it  that  you 
heard  those  words  P — I  think  about  a 
minute  or  something  better. 

What  part  of  the  room  were  you  in  P — 
The  front  window;  the  window  that  he 
came  to. 

How  soon  after  you  heard  these  words 
did  you  hear  any  shots,  and  from  what 
direction  P — Immediately  the  firing  com- 
menced. 

From  the  inside  or  the  outside  P — I 
think  it  was  the  outside ;  I  am  almost 
sure  it  was  the  outside;  it  was  in  that 
direction :  it  was  in  the  kitchen,  and  not 
in  our  room,  that  the  firing  first  came  in. 

A  Juror:  How  far  was  Mr.  O'Brien 
from  you  when  you  heard  those  words  P — 
Not  more  than  seven  or  eight  yards. 

Cross-examined  by  Fitzgerald, 

Was  Mr.  O'Brien  accompanied  by  any 
one  at  this  time  P — He  was. 

By  whom  P — I  could  not  tell  who  they 
were ;  there  were  two  of  them  whom  if  I 
saw  I  would  know;  I  never  saw  them 
since.  There  were  a  good  number  up  in 
the  yard  and  close  to  the  window. 

Quite  close  to  the  window  P— Yes,  there 
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was  one  atanding  on  the  window  along 
with  him. 

Geoi-ge  Frederick  M'Donogh—Ex&mined 

by  8aus8e. 
Confirmed  the  previous  witnessee.    Was 
in  the  npper  room.    Heard  the  words, 
**  Slash    away,  &c.,'*  but  did   not  know 
who  uttered  them. 

Cross-examined  by  White$ide. 

Was  the  greatest  part  of  the  firing  from 
the  back  or  the  front  of  the  house? — I 
cannot  say. 

Do  you  swear  positively  that  the  firing 
continued  fifteen  minutes  P — I  do,  and 
near  three  quarters  of  an  hour. 

Did  you  nre  any  stray  shots  after  that? 
— Not  from  the  time.  It  was  two  hours 
and  very  nearly  a  quarter  after  our  firing 
ceased  when  I  heard  a  shot  fired;  1 
thought  that  shot  was  upstairs;  I  went 
out  to  inquire  who  fired  that  shot,  and 
Mr.  Trant  said  he  fired  it  as  a  signal  shot 
for  men  he  saw  coming  up. 

After  that  there  were  no  stray  shots  at 
all  except  a  single  shot  P — No. 

Not  for  two  hours  and  a  quarter  P — ^No. 

Thomas  Waters — Examined  by  Lynch. 

Stationed  in  an  upper  room.  Confirmed 
previous  evidence.  Saw  guns  pointed  in 
the  direction  cf  the  window,  and  mortar 
knocked  ofi"  the  side  of  the  window.  Saw 
the  guns  explode  in  that  direction. 

John  Hanover — Examined  by  the 
Attorney-  Oenerai. 

Do  you  recollect  having  gone  to  Widow 
M*Cormack*8  with  General  M* Donald  F—I 
recollect  going  there;  the  General  was 
there  before  me.  It  was  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing the  shooting  match  ;  the  shooting 
match  was  on  the  Saturday. 

Did  you  yourself  examine  the  front  of 
that  house  or  any  portion  of  the  house,  to 
see  what  state  it  was  inP— I  did,  inside 
and  outside. 

Just  describe  whether  you  saw  any 
marks  on  the  wall  inside  or  out  ? — I  saw 
several  marks  outside,  both  stones  and 
what  I  should  say  were  lead  bullet  marks. 

Can  you  say  on  what  portion  of  the  out- 
side of  the  house  you  saw  those  bullet 
marks  P — The  front. 

Did  you  examine  the  inside  of  the  house 
whether  there  were  any  marks  P — I  did. 

Did  you  find  any  marks  inside  P— I  did. 

OfwhatP— Of  bullets. 

On  what  portion  of  the  house  P — In  the 
inside  part  of  the  rear  face  of  the  house, 
like  as  if  thev  came  in  at  the  front  of  the 
house  and  lodged  in  the  back  of  the  house. 
I  saw  some  in  the  top  story  and  some  in 
the  under  story. 


Cross-examined  by  Whiieeide. ' 

What  do  you  mean  by  a  shooting 
match? — When  the  peasantry  and  oon- 
stabulary  come  in  collision  with  each 
other. 

And  the  pleasure  of  the  sport  consists 
in  the  number  of  combatants  shot  on  each 
side  P— I  think  it  is  no  pleasure  to  shoot  a 
man. 

You  were  not  with  Mr.  Trant  f — -I  was 
up  about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  him. 

Did  anybodv  tell  you  to  make  an  ex- 
amination of  that  house  ? — No. 

You  just  threw  the  eye  of  a  military 
man  over  it  yourself  when  you  went  with 
General  U*t)onald?—l  did  not  go  with 
General  M* Donald;  1  was  there  shortly 
after. 

I  dare  say  you  know  everything  that 
occurred  better  than  the  men  that  were 
there  ? — I  do  not. 

You  said  you  saw  things  that  appeared 
like  the  mark  of  stones?— Yes,  stones 
always  make  a  larger  mark  than  bullets. 

You  did  not  take  up  the  bullets? — I  saw 
the  children  exhibit  them  to  the  General. 

Was  it  an  apron  full  of  bullets? — I 
thiiik  I  did  not  see  more  than  one. 

Were  you  present  when  the  bullet  was 
found  P — I  was  there  in  the  house. 

Just  show  me  the  room  the  bullet  was 
found  in  ?— I  saw  the  officer  lift  it  up. 

What  room  is  it  ?— I  could  not  say. 

Bee  what  it  is  to  be  accurate.  Would 
you  know  a  police  bullet  from  a  peasant's 
bullet?— I  would  not;  I  would  judge  of 
the  size  of  a  constabulary  bullet 

Was  it  flattened  ?— It  was  like  as  if  it 
struck  against  a  wall. 

John  CarroU — Examined  by  the 
SoUoUor-Oeneral, 

Constable.  Was  sent  l^  Mr.  Oreen, 
magistrate,  on  Saturday  July  29,  fi^m 
Kilkenny  to  Ballingarry  with  a  letter  for 
Inspector  Trant,  Heard  firing  on  gettine 
into  the  field  under  Widow  M'Oormackri 
house.  The  firing  had  ceased  when  be 
reached  the  house.  Delivered  the  letter  and 
returned.  On  the  way  back  to  Kilkenny 
met  with  a  crowd  of  three  or  four  hundred 
persons,  some  armed  and  some  not,  about 
four  hundred  yards  from  Widow  M*Oor- 
mack's  house.    Mr.  O'Brimi  came  up. 

Well,  now,  what  passed  between  yon. 
and  Mr.  O^Brienf'-ae  asked  me  if  I  was 
a  mounted  policeman  P    I  said  I  was. 

Were  you  in  coloured  clothes  P — Yes. 

What  passed  after  that  ?— Another  per- 
son came  and  said  I  might  consider  my- 
self a  prisoner,  although  at  the  same  time 
I  need  not  feel  any  apprehension  of  insult 
or  injury.  He  had  a  belt  about  him  and. 
a  eun  in  his  hand. 

'Then,  or  shortly  afterwards,  was  any. 
thing  forther  said  to  youF— Qliere  wita 
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another  yonug  man  who  said  that  I  was 
there  in  the  capacity  of  a  spy. 

Was  Mr.  O'Brien  in.  co  npany  P— No,  he 
was  not.    It  was  about  an  noor  later. 

After  yon  had  that  conversation,  and 
your  being  considered  a  prisoner,  state 
anything  that  occurred. — The  party  then 
moyed  down  the  road ;  Mr.  O'Brien  and 
Y2X\ier  FUzgerald  moved  down  the  road 
together,  and  I  was  following  them. 
Father  FittgercM -wba  a  Boman  Catholic 
priest  who  was  there  with  me.  I  had  met 
him  on  the  road,  and  he  had  accompanied 
me  to  Widow  M"  Oormaeh'a  house.  I  was  in 
rear  of  them  ;  there  was  a  great  sensation 
among  them,  and  I  thought  1  was  going 
to  be  shot,  and  I  was  ordered  down  from 
the  horse  by  someone  in  rear  of  me. 

What  then  occurred  ? — I  was  ordered  off 
my  horse,  and  I  expressed  some  wish  that 
Father  FitssgercM  or  Mr.  O'Brien  should 
take  my  horse ;  I  thought  I  was  going  to 
be  shot. 

What  took  place  then ;  did  any  one 
get  vour  horse  P — ^There  did.  Then  Mr. 
Jf 'IfantM,  as  I  understood  the  gentleman 
who  arrested  me  to  be,  came  and  took  me 
by  the  arm  and  brought  me  awav  out  of 
the  crowd  and  brought  me  down  the  field. 

What  became  of  your  horse  at  that 
time  ? — Mr.  O'Brien  got  on  my  horse. 

Did  he  go  cut  of  your  sight  on  your 
horse,  or  what  did  he  do  P— Sometimes  he 
used  to  leave  my  sight  for  half  an  hour 
or  better;  I  could  not  say  in  fact,  and 
used  to  come  back  again. 

In  whose  company  did  you  continue 
during  this  time ;  were  you  in  the  crowd  P 
— ^Iwas  in  the  crowd.  I  was  placed  in 
change  of  four  men. 

Did  that  third  person  I  was  inquiring 
about,  that  young  man,  say  anything,  or 
speak  to  you  about  what  was  ^oing  for- 
ward P — ae  spoke  to  Father  Fitzgerald  in 
my  presence. 

What  was  said  P 

WhUeside:  We  were  not  there. 

WiinssB:  He  wanted  Father  Fitzgerald 
to  give  them  his  blessing  before  ne  at* 
tacked  the  house  again. 

Whttegide  objected. 

DoHBBTT,  O.J. :  Do  the  Crown  in  this 
case  press  this  question  P 

Attomey-Omerdl :  It  is  not  worth  while. 

DoHEETT,  C.J. :  I  am  clearly  of  opinion 
it  in  evidence,  if  you  press  it. 

Witness :  1  remained  in  charge  of  these 
four  men  for  two  and  a  half  or  three  hours. 
I  was  in  the  crowd  ;  the  crowd  was  sta- 
tionary.   I  saw  Mr.  0*Brien  in  the  crowd. 

Sohettor-General :  State  what  you  heard 
him  say  on  one  or  more  of  those  occa- 
sions.— I  heard  him  say  at  one  time, 
would  he  give  himself  up  to  bo  hanged — 
that  he  did  not  like  to  be  in  that  position  ; 
or  some  words  to  that  effect. 


Did  you  hear  him  say  anything  else  P — 
I  heard  him  say  at  another  time,  that  he 
could  take  the  place  where  Mr.  Trant  was 
in  an  hour.  That  is  all  I  recollect  Isear- 
inghim  say  while  I  was  there. 

when  he  said  that,  did  any  person  or 
persons  make  any  observation  P — When 
ne  asked  should  he  give  himself  up  to  be 
hanged  or  not,  they  told  him  not. 

How  did  you  get  away  P — There  was  a 
man  near  me,  and  I  asked  him  to  let  me  get 
away,  and  he  said  he  would,  and  would 
protect  me  with  his  life. 

Did  you  observe  the  approach  of  any 
other  party  of  police  P — I  saw  the  cars 
coming,  but  I  aid  not  see  the  men  on 
them  at  the  time.  I  think  it  was  about  half 
past  five  or  a  quarter  past  five  o'clock. 

Did  you  see  any  movement  amongst  the 
party  you  had  left  when  they  appeared  in 
sight  P— I  heard  them  say  they  would 
attack  them. 

Did  you  see  them  make  any  movement 
towarcb  that  party  who  were  coming  P — 
I  saw  them  leaving  the  road  to  go  over 
the  ditches. 

Was  it  then  that  you  asked  permission 


to  go  away  P — It  was. 


get  away  from  thatP — There  was 
permission  given  to  the  people  for  them 
to  send  me  away  to  Mr.  Trant  or  his 
party,  or  any  place  I  liked  to  go  to.  That 
IS  the  time  I  asked  this  man  would  he  see 
me  safe. 

Did  you  hear  any  firing  in  the  direction 
in  which  that  party  of  police  was  coming  p 
—Yes. 

Did  you  get  your  horse  afterwards  P — 
Yes. 

From  whom  did  you  get  your  horse  P — 
From  Mr.  O'Brien. 

How  far  had  you  got  from  the  party  on 
your  way  home  when  you  got  your  horse  P 
— *I  could  not  say ;  I  think  it  was  about  a 
mile  and  a  half;  it  might  be  less. 

Just  state  what  happened  P — When  he 
met  me  first  he  pulled  out  a  pistol  and  said 
it  was  his  life  or  mine;  was  I  going  to 
arrest  him.  I  said  I  was  not,  that  I  had 
no  arms,  and  that  be  might  shoot  me  if 
he  liked.  He  said  it  was  beneath  him  to 
do  so,  or  to  fire  on  an  unprotected  man. 
He  said  that  I  should  go  back  with  him 
along  the  road. 

When  you  say  go  back  along  the  road, 
in  what  direction  or  towards  what  place  P 
—Towards  the  Commons  which  I  was 
leaving. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  him 
during  the  time  you  were  thus  returning 
with  him  ? — I  asked  leave  to  speak  to  him 
as  one  man  might  speak  to  another;  he 
told  me  to  speak  on,  or  something  to  that 
effect;  and  I  then  told  him,  in  my  view 
of  the  case,  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  him  to  carry  out  what  he  had  under- 
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taken,  or  some  words  to  that  effect ;  par- 
ticularly as  the  Boman  Catholic  clerp^-, 
as  he  had  seen  that  day,  were  against  him. 
How  could  he  expect  to  meet  troops.  I 
said  that  the  troops  that  would  be  brought 
against  him,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  contend  with  while  such  was  the  case. 

Did  Mr.  0*Brien  make  any  observation  P 
— He  said  that  for  twenty  years  he  had 
worked  for  his  country,  and  that  his  coun- 
try could  redeem  itself  if  it  liked,  or 
something  to  that  effect. 

You  do  not  recollect  anything  more? — 
I  recollect  he  said  also  that  he  wanted  no 
blood.  I  was  saying  that  this  country 
could  not  be  redeemed  except  with  blood ; 
he  said  he  wanted  no  blood ;  I  recollect 
him  saying  that. 

Did  anything  then  occur  between  you 
and  Mr.  u*Brien  f — He  gave  me  my  horse 
immediately  after  that. 

Did  you  observe  in  what  direction  he 
walked  after  he  dismounted  P — He  walked 
on  in  the  direction  I  left,  towards  the 
Commons. 

Did  you  return  to  Kilkenny  P — Yes. 
Cross-examined  by  Fitzgerald. 

Now,  are  you  sure  that  you  are  a  very 
accurate  reporter  of  conversations :  you 
said  you  were  confused  ? — I  give  it  to  you 
a.s  well  as  I  can  recollect.  There  was  a 
great  deal  more  occurred,  but  it  would  be 
impossible  for  a  man,  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion I  was,  to  remember  everything. 

You  are  sure  that  he  said  he  did  not 
want  any  blood  P — I  am  sure  those  are  the 
last  words  he  uttered. 

Joseph  Cox — Examined  by  Scott. 

Sub-Inspector  of  Police.  Was  sent  with 
twenty-two  constables  from  Cashel  to  the 
Commons  on  Saturday,  July  29.  Left 
Cashel  about  one  o'clock. 

Blacilbubne,  L.C.J.:  Did  you  meet  any 
obstruction  P— I  did,  my  lord. 

Scott:  Do  you  know  the  Widow  M'Oor- 
mach'8  house  P— I  daresay  we  had  got 
within  half  a  mile  when  I  met  what  I 
may  call  the  first  attempt  at  an  obstruc- 
tion; when  we  got  within  view  of  the 
Widow  M*Connadc*8  house. 

Whitende:  Any  obstruction  that  he 
may  meet  on  the  road,  unless  Mr.  O'Brien 
is  proved  to  be  connected  with  it,  cannot 
be  evidence  against  him. 

Blackburke,  L.C.J. :  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  there  will  be  some  evidence 
to  connect  him  with  this  obstruction. 

Scott :  I  am  only  now  going  to  connect 
it  with  the  party  up  at,  or  near  to,  the 
house  of  the  Widow  M*Cormach.  (To  the 
Witness) :  Just  state  now  what  occurred  P 
— On  coming  within  view  of  the  house^ 
something  less  than  half  a  mile  from 
it,  we  saw  a  large  number  of  persons 
formed  in  line  on  the  hill  fronting  towards 


ns,  and  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
magistrate,  Mr.  French,  to  it.  They 
appeared  as  they  came  down  to  meet  us 
to  be  about  two  hundred.  When  we 
came  near  each  other  they  formed 
themselves  into  three  parties ;  one 
went  at  either  side  of  the  road,  and  a 
smaller  party  came  down  the  road  to  meet 
us.  There  were  two  or  three  very  high 
ditches  just  at  that  spot.  They  got  to  the 
rear  of  the  ditches,  and  we  coala  see  their 
heads,  necks,  and  shoulders  along  the 
potato  ridges;  and  we  could  see  them 
armed  principally  with  pikes  and  pitch- 
forks. 

Did  you  see  any  guns  with  them  P — ^Not 
at  that  time  ;  I  did  immediately  after. 

Now,  describe  what  occurred  thenP — 
There  was  a  cross-road  just  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill,  and  as  we  came  to  that  cross-road 
there  was  a  small  house,  and  what  is  com- 
monly called  a  hagg^  to  the  left ;  and  I 
remarked  that  in  this  haggard  there  was 
a  lot  out  and  about  the  potatoes. 

You  saw  a  number  of  people  in  that  hag- 
gard P---About  fifty  or  sixty,  as  nearly  as  I 
could  judge.  Just  at  this  time  tne  re- 
mainder of  the  party  were  forming  upon 
the  hill  about  two  hundred  yards  or  a  little 
better  from  this  cross-road  in  front  of  us ; 
between  us  and  the  Widow  M'Oonnack's 
house. 

What  did  you  do  P — I  then  spoke  to  the 
magistrate  and  received  his  directions, 
and  after  that  I  fell  my  men  in,  examined 
their  arms,  and  gave  them  the  word  of 
command,  and  we  moved  on  towards  the 
cross.  We  were  very  close  to  the  cross 
then,  we  were  coming  within  shot  of  it ; 
and  on  coming  to  that  position,  those 
people  at  the  cross  retired  up  the  hill 
and  joined  a  larger  party  of  the  people, 
and  immediately  they  all  commenced 
yelling  and  shouting. 

Can  you  state  what  time  of  the  day  that 
was  P— About  half-past  four. 

What  more  occurred ;  what  did  vou  do  P 
— On  arriving  at  the  cross  I  sent  five  men 
and  a  constable  to  each  side  of  the  road, 
gave  them  their  orders,  and  I  rode  with 
the  other  men  straight  up  the  hill ;  I  sent 
those  men  on  each  side,  and  on  comine 
near  the  people  I  called  on  them  to  stand 
back,  to  clear  the  way,  and  that  I  should 
get  up  the  hill. 

Were  they  across  the  road  P — They  were, 
some  of  them  across  the  road,  and  the 
greater  portion  by  far  on  the  hill  side  of  the 
road;  some  few  of  the  people  retired, 
walked  off;  and  when  we  came  a  little 
closer  they  all  retired  about  one  hundred 
yards  further  up  the  hill;  and  on  our 
getting  up  to  tnat  position  where  there 
was  another  small  house  upon  the  right 
of  the  road,  they  seemed  determined  to 
make  a  stand;   and  upon  coming  thera 
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the  party  on  the  left  of  the  road  as  we 
went  np  raised  a  tremendous  shont. 

Whiteside:  Another  shont  P — Another 
shont;  and  rushed  forward  with  their 
pikes  at  ns,  three  or  fonr  men. 

WhOende :  I  do  not  know  any  overt  act 
laid  in  the  indictment  which  applies  to 
this. 

AUorney'  General :  Levying  war  does. 

Whitestde :  In  the  indictment  the  overt 
acts  are  specified,  and  the  time  and  place 
of  each  of  them  are  gt^en,  as  they  were 
bound  by  law  to  do.  This  does  not  apply 
to  any  of  those  overt  acts ;  and  I  respoct- 
fnlly  submit  that  unless  Mr.  O'Brien  is 
brought  in  connexion  with  these  parties, 
this  long  inquiry  is  irrelevant. 

SeoU :  I  apprehend,  my  lords,  that  we 
have  already  connected  Mr.  O'Brien  with 
the  armed  party  in  that  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood. 

FOzgeraid:  Your  lordships  will  re- 
member that  the  evidence  of  the  police- 
man was,  that  full  two  hours  had  elapsed 
before  Mr.  Cox's  party  had  arrived. 

WhOeside :  Upwards  of  two  hours. 

Blackbubve,  j[i.G.J. :  We  think  this  is 
the  act  of  the  same  armed  party ;  but  that 
is  for  the  jnry  to  judge  of. 

SeoU{to  the  Witness):  Now,  just  describe 
the  next  occurrence  as  you  have  already 
very  olearlv  described  the  others? — This 
party  on  the  left  was  led  on  by  two  or 
three  men  who  made  themselves  very 
conspicuous,  and  came  out  in  front  of 
them.  They  shouted  to  them  to  come  on, 
which  order  they  obeyed ;  and  they  were 
rushing  towards  us  when  I  orderea  them 
to  stand  back,  and  said,  if  they  came  any 
nearer,  I  would  fire  upon  them. 

DoHEBTT,  C.J. :  How  Were  they  armed ; 
or  were  they  armed  at  allP — They  were 
armed  with  pikes  and  ]pitchforks;  some 
with  stones,  and  some  wit^  Runs,  which  I 
had  not  seen  before  up  to  that  time,  but 
they  fired  on  us  immediately  afterwards. 

Seott:  Did  they  fire  npon  you  before 
your  party  fired  P— I  did  not  hear  a  shot, 
but  one  of  the  men  called  out  that  he  was 
fired  at.  They  were  yelling  and  shouting. 
I  did  not  hear  the  first  shot  fired.  I  or- 
dered the  police  to  fire  before  I  heard  a 
shot  fired. 

Did  the  police  then  give  their  fire  ? — 
They  did. 

Was  that  fire  returned  by  the  other 
party  P— It  was. 

How  long  did  the  contest  last  P— A  very 
few  minutes  I  believe;  1  should  say  a 
rery  short  time. 

What  became  of  the  persons  P— I  saw 
one  man  fall,  and  there  was  a  pause,  then 
tiiere  was  a  cheer,  and  a  few  more  shots 
fired,  and  they  did  not  come  on  any  more. 

Then  what  became  of  them  P-— Some  ran 
ftway ;  some  laid  down,  and  some  looked 


out  for  their  safety  as  well  as  they 
could. 

What  did  you  do  P — I  proceeded  up  the 
hill  to  the  Widow  BtOormack's  house, 
where  I  found  the  party  of  police. 

Were  you  or  any  of  your  party  iiy  ured  P 
—No. 

Moose,  J. :  Did  you  fire  more  than  one 
round  P — Some  of  the  men,  I  believe,  fired 
five  or  six  rounds,  some  fired  three ;  there 
was  what  is  called  an  inde^ndent  file 
firing  kept  un  for  a  few  mmutes,  and 
each  man  firea  according  to  the  position 
he  was  in. 

Did  you  see  whether  any  injury  was 
done  to  the  Widow  M*Oorma>ck*s  house? 
Did  you  see  the  marks  of  any  conflict 
there  ? — The  house  was  a  perfect  wreck  in- 
side. The  fomiture  appeared  to  have 
been  broken  in  pieces. 

Did  you  see  any  injury  done  to  the  out- 
side P— I  did  not.  I  walked  with  Mr. 
French  through  the  rooms,  and  I  saw  in- 
side the  marks  of  two  or  more  bullets 
which  had  the  appearance  of  having  been 
fired  into  the  house. 

Scott :  Did  they  look  like  the  marks  of 
bullets  which  had  come  through  the  win- 
dow from  the  •  outside  P — I  think  they 
did. 

Did  vou  find  anything  at  all  about  the 
house  P— No,  I  saw  a  couple  of  pikes  taken 
up  by  one  of  the  men,  convenient  to  the 
house. 

Gross-examined  by  Whiteside. 

In  examining  the  house  when  you  talked 
of  it  being  wrecked,  I  believe  it  was 
wrecked  in  the  furniture? — I  could  not 
exactly  say. 

Is  not  that  your  belief? — The  fomiture 
I  saw  had  the  appearance  of  having  been 
used  as  barricaaes. 

And  you  think  you  Baw  two  bullets; 
are  you  quite  sore  ? — I  am  qnite  certain  I 
saw  two  marks  as  of  bullets. 

You  did  not  see  the  bullets  themselves  P 
—I  did  not. 

And  immediately  after  that  transaction 
occurred,  at  least  about  two  hours  after 
it,  you  relieved  Mr.  2Va»<f— They  were 
in  the  house  when  I  got  there. 

I  suppose  you  drew  up  a  despatch  P — 
Not  a  very  long  one. 

Ton  have  given  us  the  contents  of  that 
important  despatch? — Indeed,  I  think 
very  little  of  it. 

You  have  given  us  the  contents  with  a 
grace  of  manner  that  the  despatch  could 
not  carry.  You  have  described  several 
shouts.  As  you  went  up  the  hill  there 
was  a  loud  shout. — ^Yes. 

The  loud  shout  did  not  kill  any  of  you. 
—No. 

It  did  not  aflfect  you  P — ^Not  much. 

Nor  injure  you  P— No. 
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Were  any  of  yonr  men  ii^ored  P— Not 
in  the  least. 

I  suppose  when  von  marched  np  the 
hill  you  shot  some  of  the  people  P — I  think 
there  were  some  of  them  shot. 

And  you  gave  the  word  to  fire  first  P— I 
did. 

The  great  majority  of  the  people  had 
pikes?— They  had. 

And  there  were  very  few  fire-arms  P — 
Very  few  fire-arms  comparatively  speak- 
infi^.  A  great  number  of  the  people  had 
omy  common  pitchforks. 

Would  you  not  prefer  a  policeman's 
carbine  to  a  pitchfork  P— That  depends  on 
the  distance. 

At  seventy  yards  P— I  wonld  prefer  a 
carbine. 

And  you  arranged  all  this  business 
quite  to  your  satisfaction  P— Yes. 

Michael  Midgrew,  examined  by  Sauise, 
con6rmed  the  last  witness. 

Blacrburns,  L.G.  J. :  Have  you  done  with 
this  part  of  the  case  P 

Attorney' Generai :  We  have,  my  lord; 
but  we  are  going  to  ask  a  few  qaeetious 
with  respect  to  what  has  occurred  in  cross- 
examination  on  other  portions  of  the  case. 

John  Norton^  builder  in  Cashel, 
stated  that  last  August  a  portmanteau, 
strapped  and  locked,  was  brought  to  his 
house  by  his  servant  with  some  furniture 
of  Mr.  Doheny's,  It  remained  in  his  house 
four  or  five  days,  and  was  then  given 
to  Sub-Inspector  Cox.  It  lay  upon  a  table 
in  a  room  to  which  everyone  had  access. 

Michael  Kennedy,  servant  of  the  last 
witness,  was  employed  to  take  Mr. 
Doheny*8  furniture  down  to  a  lime-kiln 
in  the  garden  of  Mr.  Littleton,  a  pawn- 
broker. Found  the  portmanteau  in  the 
lime-kiln,  locked  and  strapped.  Mr.  Lit- 
ileton'a  son  |;ave  it  to  him  to  take  to  Mr. 
Norton.  First  saw  the  portmanteau  at 
Mr.  Doheny^e,  It  was  taken  down  to  the 
kiln  with  a  load  of  furniture  before  the 
sherifi*  came.  Did  not  see  it  taken  down. 
Part  of  the  kiln  was  used  as  a  store. 

John  Wileon — Examined  by  the  Solieitor* 
QenerdL 

In  the  Dublin  police.  Spoke  to  seeing 
the  words  "Bed  Hand  Olub"  on  the 
blinds  of  a  window  of  a  house,  on  Oonsti- 
tution  Hill,  during  the  month  of  July. 
Was  ordered  to  watch  the  house. 

You  were  on  duty,  in  fact,  to  watch  the 
persons  going  in  and  out  of  that  house  P— * 
Yes. 

0ro8s-«zamined  by  WhiteeiAe. 
Can  you  tell  me,  for  my  information, 
whether  there  is  the  name  of  any  club 
written  up  in    Capel  Street  P  - 1  caimot 
say  ;  I  was  not  on  duty  in  Capel  Street. 


Were  you  ever  in  Dame  Street  P — ^I  was. 

Did  you  ever  see  written  up  there  the 
words  "Mercantile  Assistants*  Club^P 
— I  will  not  say  that  I  ever  saw  it. 

Were  you  ever  in  D'OUer  Street  P~  I 
was. 

Is  there  the  name  of  anv  club  written 
up  there  P — ^I  do  not  know  that  there  is. 

Were  you  ever  inside  that  house  P — I 
was  there  searching  for  arms  with  my 
inspector  yesterday. 

Michad  JTfrurieik— Examined  by  the 

SoUeitoT'C^enend, 
In  the  Dublin  police.     Confirmed  the 
last  witness. 

WHUam  KemmM,  Crown  Solicitor, 
proved  the  following : — 

^OOPT  OF  OBDBB  IN  OOUHOII.. 

^  By  the  Lord  lieutenant  and  Council  of 
Ireland. 
''  Clarxmdon: 

*<  Ordered   that  Her  Majesty's  justices  and 
commissioners  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Qaol 
Delivery  in  and  for  the  county  of  Tipperary,  be 
at  liberty  to  proceed  on  the  trial  of  William 
Smith   O'Brien,   Thomas     Francis    Meagher, 
Maurice  Bichard  Leyne,  Patrick  O^Dooohoe, 
Terence  Bellew  MOifanns,  Patrick  O'Donnell, 
Thomas  Stack,  James  Orchard,  and  Denis  Tyne. 
They  or  any  of  them  who  shall  be  brought 
before  them. 
*'  Given  at  the  council  •  chamber  in  Dublin 
this  eighteenth  day  of  September,  1848. 
"Masiere     Brady,    T^bot,   Edward 
Meath,  Fingall,  K  Blakeney,  Char- 
lemont,    F.  F.  Kennedy,    Bellew, 
Wm.  M  Somerville,  W.  F.  Tighe, 
James  H.  Monahan. 
**  True  copy." 

Attomep' General :  We  i>9t  in  copies  of 
The  DubhnGamtte,  containing  the  proolam* 
ation  issued  from  the  councQ-chamber  in 
Dublin*  already  proved,  dated  18th  July, 
1848,  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
Arms  Act  (11  and  12  Vict.  c.  2.)  to  the 
county  of  Dublin. 

There  is  another  proclamation  ofi*ering  a 
reward  for  the  apprehension  of  WiUiam 
Smiih  O'Brien.  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  read  that.  We  now  propose  tjp 
read  the  letter  of  Mr.  O'Brien  to  the 
Mining  Company,  already  proved — 

''Mr.  William  Smith  O'Brien  presents  his 
compliments  to  the  Directors  of  the  Mining 
Company,  and  feeling  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  inhalNtanta 
of  the  collieries  from  suffering  inconvenience,  in 
consequence  of  the  noble  and  ooura^reous  pro- 
tection afforded  bv  them  to  him,  takes  the 
liberty  of  offering  the  following  suggestions:  — 
He  recommends  that  for  the  present  the  whole 
of  the  proceeds  arising  weekly  from  the  sale  of 
coal  and  culm  be  applied  in  paymeut  of  men 
employed  by  contract  m  raising  coal  and  culm. 
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"  He  reoommendfl  that  a  brisk  demand  be  en- 
eoaraged  by  lowering  the  price  of  coal  and  culm 
to  the  public.  ' 

**  In  case  he  should  find  that  the  Mining  Com- 
pany endeavours  to  distress  the  people  by  with- 
holding wages  and  other  means,  Mr.  O'Brien 
will  instruct  the  colliers  to  occupy  and  work  the 
mines  on  their  own  account;  and  in  case  the 
Irish  reTolution  should  succeed,  the  property  of 
the  Mining  Company  will  be  confiscated  as 
national  property. 

"  On  the  contrary,  if  the  Mining  Company 
observes  a  strict  and  honourable  neutrality, 
doing  their  utmost  to  give  support  to  the  popu- 
lation of  this  district  during  their  present  time 
of  difficulty  and  trial,  that  then  their  property 
shall  be  protected  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
Mr.  O'Brien's  power." 

AHorn&ii'General :  We  now  propose  to 
give  in  eTidence  these  two  pencil  •tn^cings, 
which  were  found  upon  the  person  of 
Mr.  (yBrien,  and  proved  by  General 
Maedonald, 

Clerk  of  ike  Crown:  This  appears  to  be 
a  tracing  of  the  country.  "  Killenaule  " 
is  at  the  head  of  it.  'Iliere  appears  to  be 
a  road  traced  down  to  tlie  Commons  in  the 
centre,  and  there  is  a  road  off  to  the  right 
to  Urlingford,  and  another  road  leading  up 
towards  the  north,  and  marked  with  the 
words  "New  Bir";  and  then  there  is  a 
r<»d  which  appears  to  be  from  **  Thurles  " 
to  "  BaUingarrr."  Down  towards  the  left 
there  is  a  roaa  towards  "  MuUinahone." 
In  the  centre  again  there  is  a  road  to 
Ballingarry,  and  that  road  is  traced^  on 
till  it  comes  to  Killenaule,  and  there  is  a 
mark  here  for  the  collieries. 

This,  my  lords,  is  another  pencil-tracing. 
The  names  upon  it  are  very  indistinct. 
At  the  head  there  is  a  place  called  Dnr- 
ragh,  and  there  is  a  straight  line  down  to 
a  centre  point,  which  seems  to  be  particu- 
larly marked ;  I  cannot  see  what  name  it 
is.  Then  there  is  another  line  which  leads 
to  Lisdonnah  and  Ballygred ;  another  line 
down  to  Freshford;  and  another  line  to 
Gauran,  and  down  to  the  Commons  into 
Ballingarry.    That  is  all  I  think. 

Attorney- General:  We  now  propose  to 
read  the  letter  found  in  the  portmanteau 
of  Mr.  Smith  0  Brien^  and  proved  to  be  in 
the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Duffy. 

WhUeside  :  I  submit  now  that  upon  the 
evidence  given  to-day,  that  this  must  be 
rejected.  I  am  not  saying  that  the  port- 
manteau is  not  proved  to  belong  to  Mr. 
Smiih  O'Brien ;  out  it  was  out  of  his  pos- 
session for  a  very  long  period  of  time, 
and  in  the  possession  of  several  per- 
sons. The  CQstody  of  it  is  left  loose  be- 
yond all  belief.  It  appears  to  have  been 
at  some  place  in  Cashel ;  removed  from 
there  by  somebody  who  has  not  been  called 
for,  tumbled  into  a  cart  with  some  furni- 
ture, then  thrown  into  a  limekiln;    left 
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there  some  days ;  brought  to  the  house  of 
a  builder,  and  after  remaining  there  four 
days,  it  was  delivered  up  to  a  police  inspec- 
tor. Consistently  with  that  state  of  facts, 
any  number  of  documents  might  have  been 
put  into  that  portmanteau  during  that 
time — and  that  is  my  case— and  I  contend 
the  Crown  must  show  in  point  of  fact  that 
these  documents  did  exist  before  Mr. 
0*Brien  was  in  custody,  and  that  they 
were  actually  in  his  possession  before  that 
time.  It  is  proved  by  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses, a  detective,  that  he  got  four 
hundred  letters  in  an  open  press  in 
Eustace  Street,  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
where  they  were  manifestly  laid  for  the 
purpose  of  being  found  by  him.  What 
was  there  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  the 
whole  of  these  four  hundred  letters  into 
his  portmanteau  P 

There  is  the  greatest  possible  distinc- 
tion between  documents  found  before  and 
documents  found  after  a  person's  arrest. 
In  the  case  of  Bex  v.  Hardy,  Lord  Eldon, 
who  was  then  Attorney- Oeneral,  did  not 
attempt  to  offer  the  papers  in  evidence 
until  he  had  provea,  by  independent 
evidence,  that  the  pnper  found  in  the 
possession  of  the  co-conspirator  existed 
before  the'  prisoner's  arrest.  But  the 
prisoner's  counsel  objected  to  papers 
found  in  the  possession  of  co-conspirators 
after  the  prisoner's  arrest. 

Eyre,  Cf.J.,  says  (a) — 

*'  The  only  ground  upon  which  any  paper  is 
objected  to  as  eridence,  found  after  the  appre- 
hension of  the  party,  is,  that  by  possibility  the 
paper  might  not  have  existed,  or  misht  not  have 
been  in  the  hands  of  the  person,  till  after  his 
apprehension.** 

Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  Apply  yourself  to 
this  case.  That  was  the  case  of  a  paper 
found  in  the  possession  of  a  third  party ; 
this  is  the  case  of  a  letter  which  justifies 
the  presumption,  of  bein^  a  paper  found 
in  the  possession  of  the  prisoner. 

Whiteside :  They  ought  to  show  that  the 
'paper  existed  before  the  arrest  of  the 
prisoner.     In  Bex  v.    Watson  the  same 

Principle  is  admitted,  but  Abbott,  J.,{b) 
istinguishes  the  facts  there  from  BLa/rdnfs 
case. 

Blackbubkb,  L.C.J. :  Just  treat  the 
question  as  it  now  stands,  and  it  will  be 
more  intelligible.  This  is  a  letter  proved 
to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Bvffy  to  Mr. 
O^Brien;  and  there  is  some  evidence,  I 
need  not  say  how  much,  to  connect  Duffy 
and  the  prisoner. 

Fitzgerald :  It  has  not  been  proved  that 
Duffy  was  a  oo-conspirator  with  Mr. 
O'Brien. 


(a)  S4  St.  Tr.  447-458. 
lb)  88  St.  Tr.  850. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


The  Queen  against  Smith  0*Bi*ien,  1848. 


195] 

Attorney '  O eneral :  If  I  prove  distinctly 
and  clearly  that  Duffy  wm  a  co-conspirator, 
I  conld  make  the  letter  CTidenoe,  as  being 
the  act  of  Duffy^  though  it  never  came 
into  the  possession  of  Mr.  0*Brien  at  all. 

MooBE,  J. :  I  think  the  objection  is,  that 
this  is  not  shown  satisfactorily  ever  to  have 
been  in  the  possession  of  the  prisoner. 

Attorney- U eneral :  Mr.  0*Brien  was  ar- 
rested upon  Saturday  evening.  When  he 
was  BO  arrested  he  stated  that  a  portman- 
teau of  his  had  been  left  by  him  with 
Mrs.  Boheny,  and  gave  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cox^ 
which  we  bad  no  means  of  proving.  He 
told  either  Mr.  Cox  or  Mr.  Jones  that  by 
means  of  this  letter  he  would  get  posses- 
sion of  the  portmanteau.  The  evidence 
to-day  went  a  little  farther.  We  have  now 
traced  the  portmanteau  in  the  state  in 
which  it  wfent  to  Dublin  from  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Doheny  to  a  limekiln,  from  that  to 
a  Mr.  Norton's,  from  Norton's  to  a  police 
constable ;  and  from  the  time  it  once  came 
into  the  possession  of  the  constabulary,  or 
the  Crown,  to  the  time  when  it  is  opened 
in  Dublin,  it,  is  proved  to  be  in  the  very 
same  state  as  that  in  which  it  was  re- 
ceived from  Cashel,  which  Mr.  O'Brien 
referred  to  as  the  place  where  the  port- 
manteau was  to  be  got.  From  the  very 
nature  of  human  testimony,  it  frequently 
happens  that  there  cannot  be,  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  downright,  absolute  cer- 
tainty ;  but  still  facts  are  to  be  proved, 
from  which  the  jurv  and  every  person 
will  draw  certain  inferences.  If  a  docu- 
ment or  if  a  matter  is  found  in  a  man*s 
house,  or  a  man's  trunk,  that  is  presump- 
tive evidence  that  it  is  there  with  his 
knowledge  and  sanction.  At  the  same 
time  there  is  the  perfect  possibility  of  a 
document  of  this  description  being  intro- 
duced into  a  man's  trunk  without  his 
knowledge ;  but  it  will  be  a  question 
for  the  jury  to  consider,  upon  the  evi- 
dence, what  weight  they  are  to  give  to 
this  document.  There  is,  also,  evidence 
that  the  portmanteau  was  opened  in 
Dublin  with  the  keys  found  on  Mr. 
O'Brien  at  the  time  of  his  arrest.  I 
submit,  therefore,  that  there  is  not  only 
evidence,  but  conclusive  evidence  of  it, 
not  as  the  act  of  a  co-conspirator,  but  as 
a  letter  written  and  addressed  to  Mr. 
Sfniih  O'Brien,  and,  if  there  is  any  truth 
in  the  transaction  at  all,  long  previous  to 
his  arrest. 

The  documeutB  in  Hardp'scoBe  were  found 
in  the  possession  of  a  co-conspirator.  In 
Watmyirs  case  there  was  a  question,  whether 
apaper  oould  be  given  in  evidence  against 
Watson t  when  it  was  found  in  a  locked 
room  of  Watson's  son.  These  are  the  ob- 
servations of  Abbott,  J. (a) — 

**  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  a  very  im- 
portant distinction  between  Hardy's  case  and 
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the  present.  In  that  case  the  papers  were 
found  after  Hardy's  apprehension  in  the  posses- 
sion of  persons  who  might,  for  aught  which 
appeared  to  the  contrary,  have  first  acquired 
possession  of  those  papers  after  his  apprehen- 
sion. These  papers  are  found  in  a  roorn^  tf 
which  the  younger  Watson  kept  the  key,  into 
which  no  person  had  access,  and  he  himself  was 
never  known  to  have  been  there  for  the  period 
of  a  fortnight  before  the  2nd  of  December,  4he 
day  on  which  the  prisoner  was  apprehended. 
These  papers,  therefore,  are  thus  proved  to 
have  remained  in  that  room  one  fortnight  before 
the  elder  Watson  was  apprehended,  which  room 
is  as  much  marked  with  secrecy  as  the  strong 
box  in  any  private  gentleman's  house." 

It  is  perfectly  possible,  that  there  might 
have  been  skeleton  keys  or  false  keys  for 
opening  that  particular  door.  I  would 
just  mention  another  case  almost  substau- 
tially  the  same,  the  case  of  Emmet.  In 
that  case  the  Lord  Chief  JtbsUoe,  Lord 
Norbwry,  says  (6)— 

^  I  take  the  evidence  to  stand  thus,  the  wit- 
ness went  to  the  house,  and  after  examination 
of  the  woman,  who  stated  that  the  prisoner 
lodged  there,  and  the  admission  of  the  prisoner 
himself  that  he  came  there  that  morning,  and 
the  evidence  of  the  son  proving  that  the  prisoner 
lodged  in  that  room,  in  which  this  paper  is 
found  upon  a  chair,  and  it  not  being  in  the 
handwriting  of  any  of  the  family ;  I  think  all 
these  circumstances  sufficient  to  let  this  paper 
go  to  the  jury,  and  that  it  will  be  evidence 
against  the  prisoner,  if  they  believe  it  to  have 
been  in  his  possession.  This  is  warranted  by 
Lord  Preston's  case."(0 

Fitzgerald  replied  for  the  prisoner,  and 
the  Solicitor- General  for  the  Crown. 

Blackburke,  L.O  J^.  :  Whatever  obser- 
vations may  be  made  upon  the  evidence 
by  which  the  possession  of  this  document 
is  imputed  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  we  are  of 
opinion  that  we  cannot  exclude  it  from 
the  consideration  of  the  jury. 

Clerk  of  the  Croum :  This  letter  is  signed 
^*  Charles  Oavan  Duffy,"  and  is  dated 
**  Saturday  evening." 

Whiteside :  Is  there  any  envelope  to  that 
letter,  or  any  direction  to  Mr.  O'Brien 
upon  it  P 

Clerh  of  the  Crown :  It  does  not  appear 
to  have  any. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  That  will  appear 
upon  reading  the  letter. 

Whiteside :  What  is  the  date  of  it  ? 

Clerh  of  the  Crown.-  The  only  date  is 
'*  Saturday  evening." 

"Mt  dbab  Sib, 

<*I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  are 
about  to  commence  a  series  of  meetings  in 
Munster.    There  is  no  half-way  house  for  you. 


(a)  82  St.  Tr.  350. 
(6)  28St.Tr.  1155. 
(c)  Fost.  Cr.  L.  198. 
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Yon  irill  be  the  head  of  the  movement,  loyally  | 
obeyed ;  and  the  revolation  will  be  conducted  i 
with  order  and  clemency,  or  the  mere  anarchists  , 
will  prevail  with  the  people,  and  our  revolution  \ 
will  be  a  bloody  chaos.  Tou  have  at  present 
Lafayette's  place,  so  graphically  painted  by 
Lamartine;  and  I  believe  have  fallen  into 
Lafayette's  error,  that  of  not  using  it  to  all  its 
extent  and  in  all  its  resources.  I  am  perfectly 
well  aware  that  yon  don't  desire  to  lead  or 
influence  others,  but  I  believe  with  Lamartine, 
that  that  feeling,  which  is  a  high,  personal,  and 
civic  virtue,  is  a  vice  in  revolutions.  One  might 
as  well,  I  think,  not  want  to  influence  a  man 
who  was  going  to  walk  on  thawing  ice,  or  to 
cross  a  fordless  river,  as  not  to  desire  to  keep 
men  right  in  a  political  struggle,  and  to  do  it 
with  might  and  main.  If  I  were  Smith  O'Brien, 
I  would  strike  out  in  my  own  mind,  or  with 
such  counsel  as  I  valued,  a  definite  course  for 
the  revolution,  and  labour  incessantly  to  develop 
it  in  that  way.  For  example,  your  project  of 
obtaining  signatures  to  the  roll  of  the  national 
guard,  and  when  a  sufficient  number  were  pro- 
cured, calling  the  council  of  three  hundred,  was 
one  I  entirely  relied  upon ;  but  it  has  been  per- 
mitted to  fall  into  disuse,  and  would  scarcely  be 
revived  now.  The  clubs,  however,  might  take 
the  place  of  the  national  guard ;  and  the  pro- 
posal in  your  letter  of  a  definite  number  of  clubs 
being  formed,  would  just  suit  as  well,  if  it  were 
vigorously  and  systematically  carried  out— each 
day  adding  an  item  to  it,  and  all  the  men  we 
could  influence  employed  upon  it. 

*•  Forgive  me  for  urging  this  so  anxiously 
upon  you ;  but  I  verily  believe  the  hopes  of  the 
country  depend  in  Uie  manner  in  which  the 
next  two  months  are  used.  There  is  not  a 
town  in  which  could  not  be  found  a  band  of 
missionaries  to  organize  the  neighbouring  coun- 
ties. Every  club  nas  its  active  men  fit  for  this 
work  ;  it  is  only  by  applying  all  our  force  to  it 
that  we  will  succeed. 

**  Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

"  C.  G.  DUFPT. 

"  Saturday  evening." 

Attorney- Oenerdl:  The  next  docament 
that  we  propose  to  give  in  evidence  is 
Mr.  Meagher  8  letter,  which  was  also  found 
in  the  trank,  and  is  proved  to  be  in  the 
handwriting  of  Mr.  Meagher. 

Whiteeide :  I  object  to  that  letter  being 
read,  nnless  it  appears,  as  has  been  oyer 
and  over  a^in  decided  in  the  State  Trials, 
that  it  distinctly  relates  to  the  purpose  of 
the  conspiracy. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  K  it  does  not  dis- 
tincUy  relate  to  it,  the  Attomey'Oeneral 
would  be 'doing  a  yery  frnitless  thing  in 
bringing  it  forward. 

Clerk  of  the  Crown :  This  letter  is  signed 
"Thomas  F.  Meaaher,"  and  is  dated 
"  Cahirmoyle,  Wednesday  eyening." 

'<Mr  DBAS  Smith  O'Bbien, 

'*  I  have  this  mopnent  arrived  (it  is  past 
nine  o'clock),  and  I  sit  down  for  two  minutes 
to  give  you  an  abrupt  account  of  myself. 


''On  Sunday  I  left  Dublin  at  eleven  o'clock, 
a.m.,  and  arriving  at  the  Thurles  station,  about 
three  o'clock,  found  no  way  of  getting  to  lime- 
rick. It  struck  me  that  you  might  be  in  Cork 
— particularly  as  I  had  read  a  speech  purporting 
to  be  delivered  by  you  to  the  Bathkeale  club 
there,  in  which  you  were  made  to  state  that  you 
were  going  to  Cork — sc  off  I  went  by  the  mail 
to  my  own  beautiful,  darling  city,  and  arrived 
there  on  Monday  morning  at  one  o'clock.  I 
spent  that  day  with  Barry  and  Lane,  and  the 
half  of  the  next  day,  leaving  it  last  night. 

**  This  morning  I  arriv^  in  Limerick,  and 
received  your  letter.  Just  think  of  it !  I  quite 
forgot  that  this  was  Tuesday.  I  started  off  to 
Bathkeale,  instead  of  stopping  where  I  was  (as 
your  letter  might  have  suggested— -did  in  fact 
suggest),  and  made  a  flammg  speech  to  the 
multitude  from  Mr.  Fitzgibbon's  windows,  after 
which  I  gallopped  off  to  this  fine  old  place — 
finding  out,  when  I  was  just  a  mile  from  the 
gate,  that  it  was  Wednesday,  not  Tuesday ;  how- 
ever I  still  persisted,  and  here  I  am. 

**  Well,  then,  I  come  to  tell  you  about  the 
American  trip.  I  am  off  for  New  York,  God 
willing,  on  Saturday — 

"  *  O'er  the  glad  waters  of  the  dark  blue  sea— 
Our  thoughts  as  boundless,  and  our  hearts  as 
free.'(a) 
What  to  do  ?    To  raise  money — ^to  invoke  sym- 
pathy— to,  &c.,  &c.,  &c,,  amuse  myself  I    You 
will  be  delighted  with  the  Cork  organization. 
Be  so  good  to  mention  at  the  soirie,  on  Mon- 
day ni^t,  the  object  and  fact  of  mv  departure. 
"  And  believe  me  your  faithful  niend, 

''Thomas  F.  Mbaohbb." 
Attorney- General :  Then,  my  lord,  we 
propose  to  read  the  Philadelphia  address, 
which  was  found  npon  the  person  of  Mr. 
O'Brien,  It  is  dated  "Philadelphia, 
May  10, 1848." 

Whiteside:  I  contend  that  this  paper  is 
not  eyidence  again&t  Mr.  O'Brien^  unless 
it  is  shown  to  have  been  used  by  him,  and 
applied  to  the  purpose  of  this  indictment. 
Frieoner :  I  thint  it  right,  in  justice  to 
myself,  to  state  that  it  is  my  habit  to  keep 
all  unanswered  letters  in  my  pocket  until 
I  haye  answered  them ;  and  therefore  to 
make  me  responsible  for  eyery  paper 
which  I  may  happen  to  reoeiye,  merely 
because  I  did  not  deem  it  worthy  of  being 
answered,  appears  to  me  to  be  the  height 
of  injustice. 

Blackbubne,  L.O.J. :  It  is  stated  by  the 
Attomey'General  to  be  connected  with  the 
subjectrn\atter,  and  was  found  upon  the 
person  of  Mr.  O'Brien;  I  think  that  being 
80,  entitles  the  Attorney- Oenerdl  to  read  it. 
Fiizgerdld :  The  effect  of  tiiis  would  be, 
that  anybody,  by  writing  an  anonymous 
letter  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  might  make  it  evi- 
dence against  him  if  he  kept  it  upon  his 
person. 

DoHEBTT,  O.J.:    That  point  has  been 
ruled  by  a  bench  of  four  judges,  in  a  yery 

(a)  Byron's  "  Corsair,"  Canto  1. 
Q   2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


199] 


The  Queen  against  Smith  O'Brien,  1848. 


[200 


remarkable    ca«e    in  this  oonntry,  with 
which  I  dare  say  yon  are  familiar. 

Clerh  of  the  Crown :  This  is  a  letter 
signed  **  Robert  Tyler  "  and  others : — 
"  No,  10,  South  Seventh,  Phiiadelphia, 
•*  May  10,  1S48. 

"Mucn-KBSI'ECTED    SiR, 

"  At  the  large  meeting  of  citizens 
held  in  this  city  on  the  1 0th  of  last  month,  (a 
report  of  which  we  have  already  transmitted  to 
you,)  an  executive  committee  consisting  of 
twenty-two  active,  zealous,  and  respectable 
persons,  were  chosen  to  take  into  consideration 
Irish  affairs,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as, 
under  the  circumstances,  might  appear  to  them 
most  proper  and  expedient  to  lend  efficient  aid 
in  the  present  emergency  to  the  Irish  people. 
This  body  has  now  fully  completed  its  organi- 
zation, and  is  selecting  its  sub-committee,  we 
have  been  accredited  in  Committee  of  Corre- 
spondence. 

"  During  the  last  session  of  the  executive 
committee  a  resolution  was  uoauimously  adopted, 
instructing  os  to  open  a  communication  with  the 
people  of  Ireland,  through  you,  one  of  the  most 
talented  and  honoured  patriots  of  the  country ; 
and  to  say  to  them,  that  we  enter  fully  and  in- 
tensely into  the  spirit  of  their  propositi  struggle 
with  their  oppressors,  and  that  we  are  willing 
and  prepared  to  co-operate  with  them,  as  Ameri- 
oan  citizens,  in  any  mode  they  rcay  tlunk  proper 
to  designate,  provided  such  mode  be  within  the 
scope  of  our  ability  and  our  duty  as  citizens. 

**  We  are  at  present  instructed  there  is  a 
course  of  proceeding  with  a  view  of  raising 
funds,  not  only  in  this  city  and  county,  but 
throughout  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  among 
the  mends  of  the  cause ;  and  we  propose  to 
apply  such  funds  as  we  may  raise  in  the  most 
available  manner,  in  such  manner  as  the  Irish 
nation,  through  their  agents,  may  point  out. 
We  have  every  reason  to  believe,  from  the  tone 
of  public  opinion  here,  and  from  other  conside- 
rations, that  our  efforts  in  this  respect  will  be 
crowned  with  unusual  success.  Societies  in 
favoiur  of  Irish  liberty  are  springing  up  in  all 
directions  throughout  the  union. 

"  We  shonid  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  some- 
what at  large  on  this  subject,  and  to  know  in  what 
manner  we  can,  in  a  practical  point  of  view,  act 
most  beneficially  to  Ireland,  at  this  important 
and  interesting  crisis. 
••  With  sincere  respect, 

*'  Your  friends  and  obedient  servants, 

"  RoBJCRT  TvLEB,  Chairman. 

"  JjLUES  Fatlk. 

**  John  B.  Colohan. 

•'  J.  M.  O'Bruen. 

'*  Jamrs  Gibbons. 

"  William  H.  Dunne." 

Attorney' O rnieral :  The  next  docainent 
we  propose  to  road  is  the  Enniscorthy 
address,  found  apon  the  person  of  Mr. 
0*Brien. 

Clerh  of  the  dxwn :  This  is  "To 
WiUiam  Smith  0*Brien,  Esq.,  m.p." 

"  Sm, 

"  The  members  of  the  John  Mitchel 
Club,  Enniscorthy,  beg  to  offer  their  respectful  I 


congratulations  and  hearty  welcome  upon  this 
your  first  visit  to  the  county  of  Wexford.  They 
do  so  as  devoted  followers  of  your  manly  prin- 
ciples, as  ardent  admirers  of  your  virtue  and 
patriotism,  and  as  men  who  cherish  deep  and 
lasting  gratitude  towards  you  for  your  great 
services  and  greater  sacrifice  in  the  cause  of  our 
dear  native  land.  They  wish  also  to  assure  you 
of  their  determination  to  stand  by  their  country 
and  their  country's  friends  in  any  and  every 
extremity.  They  have  seen  with  lively  indig- 
nation the  atrocious  tyranny  exercised  by  the 
Government  in  the  transportati<)n  of  John  Mit< 
chel,  the  bravest  of  the  brave — in  the  imprison- 
ment  of  those  true  and  active  patriots,  John 
Martin,  Gavan  Duffy,  Dalton  Williams,  and 
Kevin  O'Doherty — and  in  the  prosecutions  sus- 
tained by  yourself  and  other  distinguished  and 
honourable  men.  They  have  long  felt  the  op- 
pression and  insolence  of  this  (^vemment  to 
be  well  nigh  unbearable,  and  they  could,  for 
their  own  parts,  be  well  content  to  put  a  speedy 
end  to  this  tyranny  for  ever  at  the  cost  of  their 
lives. 

"  To  you,  sir,  above  all  your  able  and  intrepid 
compatriots,  the  people  look  for  guidance  in  this 
time  of  trial  and  difficulty.  They  know  that 
you  are  a  sure  guardian  of  the  honour  and 
welfare  of  old  Ireland,  and  they  feel  convinced 
that  no  motives  of  temporary  expediency,  sickly 
and  half-sided  humanity,  will  ever  prevail  with 
you,  to  stand  between  them  and  their  enemies, 
and  to  stay  the  just  vengeance  of  an  oppressed 
and  plundered  people. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  members, 

**  W.  MOONEY,  V,  P. 

"  R.  Williams,  Sec,'* 

Attorney- Oeneral :  We  next  propose  to 
put  in  the  balloting  papers,  which  were 
proved. 

Whiteiide:  Where  a  document  is  pro- 
duced against  a  party,  which  is  associated 
with  a  n amber  of  other  pap^s,  and  from 
which  an  unfavourable  opinion  is  to  be 
drawn,  you  may  refer  to  the  rest  to  know 
what  chiaracter  they  are  of.  In  this  case 
I  do  not  want  the  papers  to  be  read :  but 
I  submit  that  a  list  of  those  papers  found 
in  that  trunk  ought  to  be  given  to  me  by 
the  Attomey^General.  A  man  leaving 
town  may  have  papers  in  his  trunk  of 
such  a  character  as  to  make  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  believe  that  he  was  setting  out 
upon  a  revolution,  and  for  that  reason  I 
want  to  know  what  this  trunk  con- 
tained. 

Attorney- General :  I  can  only  say  that  if 
it  is  in  my  power  you  shall  have  it,  or  if 
the  Croum  SolicUor  has  such  a  document 
you  shall  have  it  at  once.  As  far  as  I  could 
judge  there  appeared  to  be  nothine  in  the 
portmanteau  but  private  papers  and  deeds 

Whiteside :  I  understand  from  Mr. 
O'Brien,  that  his  private  family  papers 
and  account-books  were  kept  from  him, 
although  they  were  promised  to  be  re- 
stored to  him  before  tne  trial. 
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Patrick  JRcnme— Examined  by  the  Soli- 
citor'OeneraL 

Surveyor  and  draughtsman.  Proved  the 
plan  of  Widow  M'OormacTia  house. 

Just  describe  the  wall  in  front,  through 
which  is  the  entrance  to  the  dwelling- 
house  P — it  is  five  feet  high. 

What  is  the  area  between  that  five-foot 
wall  and  the  front  wall  of  the  house  ? — 
It  is  forty-two  feet. 

What  is  the  height  of  the  window-sill  of 
the  ground  floor  from  the  gravel  outside  ? 
— Two  feet  three  inches. 

How  is  the  house  bounded  on  the  left  as 
you  enter,  or  that  which  would  be  right 
of  the  house  ? — It  is  bounded  by  a  cabbage 
garden,  with  a  small  gate,  entering  m 
u'ont  of  the  house,  and  nearly  in  a  line 
with  the  front  wall. 

How  is  that  cabbage  garden  bounded  in 
the  front  P— By  a  quick  ditch.  There  is  a 
ditch  all  round,  with  the  exception  of  the 
part  which  joins  the  end  of  the  house,  and 
that  is  where  the  wall  commences. 

What  is  the  distance  from  the  fence  to 
the  gable-end  of  the  wall  P— One  hundred 
feet. 

How  is  the  rear  of  the  premises  upon 
the  other  side  of  the  house  enclosed  P — ^By 
a  stable. 

Wliiie9ide:  You  should  have  examined 
this  witness  before,  so  as  to  have  enabled 
us  to  cross-examine  the  other  witnesses. 

SoUcitoT'Oeneral :  Do  you  know  the 
towns  of  Killenaule,  Mullinahone,  and 
Ballingarry  P — I  do. 

Are  they  in  the  county  TipperaryP — 
They  are. 

Cross-examined  by  Fitzgerald. 

What  is  the  height  of  the  window  from 
the  ground  floor  P — Five  feet  six  inches  is 
the  height  of  the  window. 

Solicitor' General  (to  the  witness,  handing 
him  a  map) :  Is  that  a  correct  map  of  the 
countiT  P  It  is  ;  enlarged  from  the  Ord- 
nance Survey. 

The  Attorney»Oeneral  then  proposed  to 
give  in  evidence  a  speech  of  Mr.  meagher'8 
at  the  Confederation  on  June  6th,  but 
after  some  discussion,  abstained  from 
pressing  it. 


Wednesday,  October  4,  1848. 

At  the  sitting  of  the  Oourt,  Whiteside 
said  that  during  his  cross-examination  of 
Dohbyn  only  twenty-one  balloting  papers 
had  been  furnished  him,  and  in  these  Mr. 
0*Brien*s  name  appeared  but  once,  whereas 
a  parcel  given  him  the  night  before  con- 
tained Mr.  0*Brien^8  name  several  times. 

The  Attomey-Oeneral  contended  that  the 
whole  twenty-nine  balloting  papers  had 


been  handed  to  Whiteside  for  cross-exam- 
ination. 

Whiteside:  What  I  have  stated  before 
twice,  and  what  T  state  on  the  honour  of 
a  barrister, — and  I  state  it  with  the  know- 
ledge of  my  learned  friends  here — is  that 
when,  for  the  purpose  of  cross-examiniDg 
the  witness,  I  asked  for  the  papers,  they 
handed  me  twenty-one.  I  examined  each 
paper  in  my  hand,  and  I  put  them  seriatim 
into  the  hands  of  the  witness  on  the  table. 
I  asked  him  to  pick  out  any  one  signed 
by  Mr.  O'Brien;  and  he  admitted,  and 
told  me  that  his  name  was  only  on  one,  and 
that  was  struck  out.  All  that  occurred 
in  the  presence  of  my  esteemed  friend, 
the  Aitomey'Qenerdl.  Nobody  then  de- 
nied, disputed,  or  contradicted  it. 

BLA.CKBX7BNE,  L.C.J. :  Now  SCO  how  the 
matter  stands.  Ton  state  that  on  the 
examination  of  that  witness,  not  twenty- 
nine,  but  only  twenty-one  were  produced ; 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  stated  that  the 
whole  twenty-nine  were  produced.  Now 
with  respect  to  that  what  can  the  Court 
do? 

Whiteside;  My  lord,  it  is  utterly  im- 
possible for  me  to  go  on  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, unless  I  prove  the  fact  here. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  You  shall  either 
have  the  Witness  reproduced  or  Mr. 
Kemmis  examined,  which  you  like. 
After  some  further  discussion — 
WiUiam  Kemmis,  Crown  Solicitor, 
Thomas  Kenwnis,  his  son,  and  William 
Dunne,  assistant  solicitor,  were  called, 
and  stated  their  belief  that  all  the  papers 
had  been  handed  to  Mr.  Whiteside  during 
his  cross-examination  of  Dobhyn,  Williamfh 
O'Hara  was  then  called  by  Whiteside,  and 
stated  that  dunng  the  cross-examination 
Whiteside  handed  him  all  the  balloting 
papers,  after  looking  at  them,  and  that 
there  were  only  fourteen  or  fifteen.  Mr. 
O'Brien* s  name  was  not  on  them. 

In  cross-examination  by  the  Solicitor^ 
General,  O'Hara  stated  that  he  saw  Mr. 
Kenyon*s  name  on  seven  or  eight,  and 
that  Mr.  0*Brien*s  name  was  on  only  one 
of  those.  It  appeared  that  there  were 
eight  papers  bearing  Mr.  Kenyon's  name, 
and  that  Mr.  O'Brien's  appeared  on  three 
of  these. 

DoflEBTT,  C.J.I  They  must  have  been 
looked  at,  according  to  the  witness's  own 
showing.  To  show  how  fallacious  is  an 
inquiry  of  this  kind,  it  is  now  plain  to 
demonstration  that  this  gentleman  saw 
seven  with  the  name  of  Kenyan,  on  three 
of  which  the  name  of  Mr.  O'Brien  was. 

Whiteside:  Give  me  leave  to  tell  your 
lordship,  that  these  are  not  the  ones  that 
were  in  my  hands;  I  saw  them  go  into 
the  hands  of  the  informer. 

DoHSSTT,  C.J. :  As  a  matter  of  proof  it 
is  demonstration. 
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Whiteside ;  Well,  before  I  begin  to 
speak,  what  is  the  decbion  of  the  Court 
ou  the  matter  p 

Blackburne,  L.O.J.  :  That  the  case 
must  proceed. 

Whiteside :  What  is  the  state  of  the  evi- 
dence in  respect  to  these  papers  P 

Blackburke,  L.C.  J. :  I  think  they  were 
allproduced  in  evidence. 

Whiteside :  I  am  to  argue  on  the  case  P 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  Yes. 

Whiteside :  Then,  my  lord,  I  must  ask 
for  time  to  consider  what  course  to  pursue. 
Am  I  to  be  told,  that  I  am  to  argue  on 
the  case  as  if  there  were  eight  names  of 
Mr.  O'Brien  ? 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  Certainly  not. 

Whiteside :  Because,  if  that  is  so,  I  shall 
not  address  the  jury  in  this  case ;  I  am 
resolved  on  that. 

Solicitor- General :  There  are  not  eight; 
I  think  there  were  four  only. 

Sir  C.  O'Loghlen :  There  are  eight  now. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  We  consider  that 
the  name  of  Mr.  0*BHen  is,  for  all  the 
purposes  of  this  tria],  before  us  only  on 
one  paper. 

Detencb. 

Whiteside:  May  it  please  your  lordships, 
gentlemen  of  the  jury — In  tnis  case  it  now 
becomes  my  duty  to  address  you  on  tiie 
part  of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  the  prisoner ; 
and,  believe  me,  I  never  yet  addressed  a 
jury  more  conscious  of  the  solemn  re- 
sponsibility which  devolves  upon  me.  I 
most  unfeignedly  assert  that  it  would  have 
been  grateful  to  my  feelings  had  Mr. 
O'Brien  selected  a  counsel  more  worthy 
by  talents  and  knowledge  to  address  such 
a  tribunal  as  I  see  before  me.  But  it  is 
one  of  the  duties  of  the  honourable  pro- 
fession to  which  I  belong,  never  to  refuse 
undertaking  any  trust,  however  solemn 
and  awful,  which  in  the  course  of  pro- 
fessional duty  may  fairly  be  imposed  upon 
it.  The  very  effort  to  comprehend  all 
the  bearing  of  the  evidence  in  this  case  is 
calculated  to  disturb  the  memory  and  dis- 
tract the  reason.  I  have,  therefore,  most 
respectfully  to  ask  of  you  to  give  me  the 
benefit  of  your  assistance  by  correcting 
me  where  I  am  wrong,  and  bearing  with 
me  where  you  think  I  may  not  be  ad- 
dressing myself  exactly  to  the  matter 
before  us. 

Gentlemen,  we  had  intended,  I  avow, 
to  apply  to  their  lordships  to  postpone 
the  trial  of  my  client,  but  ultimately  we 
thought  it  the  more  manly  course  to  pro- 
ceed ;  and  his  desire  was  that  he  should 
now  know,  once  and  for  all,  his  fate.  We 
intended  to  do  it  because  we  believed  he 
had  been  prq'udged.  I  have  myself  read 
a   charge   compo«»ed  for  my  Lord  Chief 


Justice  in  the  confident  anticipation  of  the 
guilt  of  the  prisoner,  and  a  vehement 
appeal  to  the  jury  to  convict.  If  I  thought 
what  has  been  so  written  could  infiuence 
one  expression  from  the  Court  or  the  mind 
of  any  gentleman  in  the  box,  I  would 
withdraw  and  leave  Mr.  O'Brien^  who  holds 
his  life  under  the  law,  to  be  sacrificed  as 
a  victim  on  the  shrine  of  political  expe- 
diency. But  too  well  do  I  know  that  the 
ermine  which  has  been  worn  by  Mwnsfietdt 
HoU,  and  Hale  will  not  be  sullied  by  the 
distinguished  magistrates  who  preside  on 
this  solemn  occasion:  one  of  whom  has 
had  a  brilliant  reputation  in  the  senate- 
all  at  the  bar ;  and  I  am  as  satisfied  as  of 
my  own  existence  that  they  will  ©ach  and 
all  rejoice  if  I  can  convince  them  of  the 
innocence  of  my  client. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  to  apologize  for 
having  delayed  a  very  short  time  the  pro- 
cess of  this  trial  by  an  objection  to  the 
jury.  That  objection  was  not  made  from 
any  factious  or  improper  motives.  Mr. 
Smith  O'Brien  did  not  wish  now,  in  his 
awful  situation,  to  contradict  the  opinions 
of  his  life.  He,  therefore,  did  submit  a 
question  to  the  Court  which  has  been  de- 
cided, and,  I  have  no  doubt,  rightly ;  and 
I  do  most  unfeignedly  rejoice,  from  the 
emphatic  charge  of  my  Lord  Chi^f  Justice 
ana  the  verdict  of  the  triers,  to  find  that 
the  jury  panel  was  framed  in  a  manner 
not  only  legal,  but  laudable.  I  am  con- 
tent with  the  tribunal ;  my  client  is  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  his  jury  ;  and  I  avow 
openly  and  publicly  that,  whatever  may 
be  the  result,  neither  this  maligned  geutle- 
man  nor  the  humble  counsel  who  addresses 
you  will  ever  breathe  a  word  of  objection 
to  your  decision.  It  never  entered  into 
my  mind  to  cast  an  imputation  on  the 
respectable  gentleman,  the  Sheriff  of  your 
county.  He  bears  a  name  that  I  respect, 
for  I  have  been  long  accustomed  to  be 
taught  by  the  wisdom  and  the  learning  of 
that  distinguished  judge  {a) ;  and  he  is  one 
who,  when  (I  trust  it  will  be  at  a  very 
distant  day)  he  may  be  taken  from  the 
evil  to  come,  will  long  be  honoured  and 
revered  by  his  count^men. 

Gentlemen,  when  I  say  I  have  no  com- 
plaint to  make  of  the  jury,  I  have  a  oom- 
plaint  to  make  of  the  law.  Had  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  been 
an  Englishman,  and  tried  under  the  law 
of  England,  he  would  have  known,  ten 
days  before  his  trial,  the  name  of  every 
juror  upon  the  panel;  he  would  have 
known  tne  names  of  all  the  witnesses  who 
were  to  be  examined  against  him,  with 
their  titles,  professions,  and  residences. 
In  this  country  it  has  been  decided  that 
the  like  law  does  not  prevail ;  and  a  more 

(a)  BaroD  Pennefather. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


205] 


The  Queen  against  Smith  O'Brien,  1848. 


[206 


melancholy  example  of  that  nnfortanate 
result  never  presented  itself  than  in  the 
case  yon  witness  before  your  eyes.  A 
man  appeared  on  that  table  to  swear  away 
directly  the  life  of  my  client,  with  respect 
to  whom  no  hnman  being  conld  give  me 
a  snggestion  as  to  who  he  was,  what  he 
was,  where  he  came  from,  or  what  was  his 
past  life  and  conduct.  Had  this  trial  taken 
place  in  England,  we  should  have  been 
enabled  to  come  before  you  with  evidence, 
if  evidence  of  that  nature  did  exist,  to 
affect  the  character  or  the  veracity  of  that 
witness.  But  by  the  law  of  this  country, 
an  informer  may  appear  on  the  table, 
though  he  has  never  been  even  seen  by 
the  accused,  or  by  any  human  being  who 
can  advise  or  assist  him  ;  he  may  deliver 
eyidence  which  he  will  take  care  nobody 
can  contradict,  and  destroy  innocence  in- 
stead of  establishing  guilt. 

Gentlemen,  you  are  proceeding  to  try  the 
prisoner  on  an  ancient  Statute,  passed  so 
long  ago  as  the  reign  of  Eckoard  3. 
The  people  of  England,  crushed  by  the 
intolerable  oppression  of  the  former 
law  of  high  treason,  determined  that 
it  should  be  expressed,  as  it  ought  to  be 
in  a  land  of  froedom,  with  distinctness 
and  precision:  and  in  the  Parliament, 
which  from  that  day  has  been  described 
as  hen^Ucium  parliamentum^the  Blessed 
Parliament — the  law  was  passed  under 
which  yoa  sit  to  decide  on  my  client's 
life. 

"  Whereas  divers  opinions  have  heen  hefore 
this  time  in  what  case  treason  shall  be  said,  and 
in  what  not,  the  King,  at  the  request  of  the 
Lords  and  cf  the  Ck>mmons,  hath  made  a  de- 
claration in  the  manner  as  hereinafter  foUoweth, 
that  is  to  say,  when  a  man  doth  compass  or 
imagine  the  death  of  our  Lord  the  King,  or  our 
Lady  his  Queen,  or  of  their  eldest  son  and 
heir " 

That  is  yerv  simple.  Now,  what  do 
you  think  the  jramers  of  that  Act  of  Par- 
liament meant  P  That  if  a  man  should 
resolye,  imafldne,  and  contrive  the  natural 
death  of  the^ing  or  Queen,  or  their  eldest 
■on  and  heir,  he  was  guilty  of  treason — 

*'  Or  if  a  man  do  levy  war  against  our  Lord 
the  King  in  his  realm,  or  be  t^erent  to  the 
King's  enemies  in  his  realm,  giving  to  them  aid 
and  comfort  in  the  realm  or  elsewhere,  and 
Uiereof  be  provably  attainted  of  open  deed  by 
the  people  of  their  condition,  he  shall  be  ad- 
judged gniltjr  of  treason." 

And  that  Parliament  was  called  the 
henedictumparlia/mentwn.  Before  the  reign 
of  P/^iZfp  and  Mary,  that  simple  law,  made 
by  wise  and  sagacious  men  for  the  pro- 
tection of  themselves  and  i^eir  fellow- 
subjects,   was  frittered  ayay,  myFtiftod, 


and  perplexed.  Men  were  put  to  death 
for  l»re  words — for  what  they  said,  and 
for  what  they  intended,  although  no  act 
done  was  proved  against  them.  In  fact, 
as  has  been  rightly  described  by  a  pro- 
found lawyer,  the  courts  of  law  in  Eng- 
land were  **  caverns  of  murder,"  which 
is  a  very  strong  expression.  The  Act 
of  Philip  and  Mary  was  passed  to  re- 
store the  law  which  I  have  just  stated 
to  you. 

[Counsel  read  Coke's  account  of  that 
Statute  in  3  Inst.  23,  and  referred  in  pass- 
ing to  the  count  for  compassing  the  King's 
death.  The  compassing  or  intention  must 
be  manifested  by  some  overt  act.  The 
overt  act  is  not  merely  evidence  of  the 
intent,  but  it  is  the  means  by  which  the 
crime  is  accomplished.  A  conspiracy  to 
take  away  the  life  of  the  King  is  un- 
doubtedly an  overt  act  of  compassing  the 
King's  death.  Hale,  too.  Bays,  1  P.O.  109, 
that  though  the  conspiracy  be  not  im- 
mediately the  death  of  the  King,  but  of 
something  that  in  all  probability  must 
induce  it,  this  is  an  overt  act  of  compass- 
ing the  King's  death;  but  words  not 
committed  to  writing  are  not  an  overt  act 
within  the  Statute.] 

Gentlemen,  we  had  not  gone  far  in  the 
law  when  there  began  the  unhappy  doc- 
trine of  what  is  called  constrvetive  treason  ; 
and  in  process  of  time  the  judges  made  out 
that  there  was  another  levying  of  war 
different  to  that  which  was  contemplated 
by  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  exhibited 
in  the  case  put  by  Lord  Hale.  When 
Hotspur's  father,  the  Earl  of  I^orthum- 
berland  marched  with  a  great  force,  but 
it  was  doubtful  whether  he  meant  to  assist 
Hoiy^r  or  his  King,  because,  on  hearing 
of  his  son's  defeat,  he  marched  back  again, 
all  the  judges  held  it  was  not  treason,  be- 
cause, although  he  was  armed,  and 
had  a  strong  force,  and  paraded  it, 
the  treasonable  intent  was  not  made  out 
by  any  overt  act.  My  Lord  Hale  says  of 
it,  he  thinks  it  was  a  gentle  judgment. 
But  it  was  a  judgment. 

There  is,  however,  a  levying  of  war, 
which  is  called  constructive  levying  of 
war,  and  I  will  prove  to  you  presently  that 
it  is  the  very  levying  of  war  attempted  to 
be  made  out  in  this  case.  And  what  do 
you  suppose  that  is  P  Verv  seldom  have 
jurors  been  persuaded  to  adopt  it,  because 
it  is  repugnant  to  reason.  It  has  been 
decided,  if  a  rabble  in  London  broke  out, 
and  intended  to  pull  down  one  meeting- 
house, that  that  would  not  be  high  treason ; 
but  if  they  intended  to  break  out  and  pull 
down  a  great  number,  that  is  treason,  not 
directly  but  constructively,  not  because  it 
aims  at  the  life  of  the  Sovereign,  but  be- 
cause, by  possibility  or  probability,  the 
riot  may  proceed  so  far,  or  because  the 
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purpose  is  general,  as  it  is  said,  to  pull 
down  all  meeting-hooses,  and  because 
it  nsnrps  the  prerocAtive  of  the  Crown — a 
thing  I  never  could  understand,  for  I  did 
not  know  that  the  Crown  had  any  preroga- 
tive to  pull  down  meetiDg-houses.  If  it 
encroaches  on  the  royal  prerogative,  it 
makes  out  a  constructive  levying  of  war, 
where  the  purpose  is  general  and  universal. 
That  is  proved  by  Dammaree's  case:  (a) 
The  prisoners  in  that  case  were  found 
guilty  of  treason  by  a  mistaken  jury,  and 
Mr.  Jastice  Foster  records,  that  they  wore 
the  Queen's  livery  till  the  day  of  her 
death. 

Now,  gentlemen,  what  must  a  levying 
of  war  beP  To  constitute  a  levying  of 
war  there  must  be  three  things  proved; 
there  must  be  a  levying  of  war,  it  must  be 
a  levying  of  war  against  the  King,  and  it 
must  be  a  levying  of  war  against  the  King 
in  his  realm.    Lord  Hale  observes — 

*'  This  is  in  tmth  a  question  of  fact,  and  re- 
quires many  circumstances  to  give  it  that  de- 
nomination.** (6) 

Now  the  commentary  of  the  learned 
judge  is  this — 

**  If  new  cases  happen,  for  the  future,  that 
have  not  an  express  resolution  in  point,  nor  are 
expressly  within  the  words  of  25  Edward  3., 
that  they  may  seem  to  have  a  parity  of  reason, 
it  is  the  safest  way,  and  most  agreeable  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  great  Act  of  25  Edward  8.,  first 
to  consult  the  Parliament  and  have  their  de- 
claration, and  to  be  very  wary  in  multiplying 
constructive  and  interpretative  treasons,  for  we 
know  not  where  it  will  end.**(c) 

Then,  gentlemen,  Haie  puts  the  principle 
that,  if  a  number  of  persons  get  together 
to  do  a  particular  act  in  which  the  ring- 
leader has  any  personal  or  peculiar  pur- 
pose, that  is  not  high  treason,  because  it 
is  not  of  a  general  or  universal  nature. 
But  for  that  principle,  be  says  that  several 
riots  of  a  great  and  notorious  nature  might 
have  amounted  to  treason.  A  vast  number 
of  cases  are  put  to  prove  what  are  enormous 
riots,  rebellious  riots,  but  not  treasons; 
and  then  the  learned  person  puts  the 
case  of  a  man  against  whom  there  is  a 
legal  judgment  to  take  possession  of 
his  property.  If  he  bars  up  his  house, 
if  he  resists  the  officers  of  the  law, 
if  he  even  puts  them  to  death,  that  is 
not  high  treason.  Ilien  as  to  an  act  done 
against  the  King's  troops,  this  principle 
is  laid  down — 

"  If  the  Kin^s  lieutenants,  in  a  time  of  hostility 
or  rebellion  within  the  realm,  be  assaulted  upon 

(a)  15  St.  Tr.  521. 
(6)  1  Hale  P.C.  181. 
(c)  lb.  189. 


their  march  or  in  their  quarters  as  enemies,  this 
is  a  levying  of  war ;  but  if  upon  some  sudden 
falling  out,  or  injury  done  by  the  soldiers,  the 
countrymen  rise  upon  them  and  drive  them  out, 
this  may  be  a  great  riot,  and  if  any  be  killed  by 
the  assailants  it  is  felony  in  them,  but  this  seems 
not  a  levying  of  war  in  them,  unless  there  be 
some  ti-uitorous  design  under  the  cover  of 
it.'*(a) 

[Counsel  referred  to  Sale's  account, (5) 
of  the  Weavers*  CAse,  in  which  it  was 
decided  to  proceed  against  the  insurrec- 
tion of  the  weavers  against  the  new  looms 
as  a  riot,  and  not  as  treason.  He  then 
cited  Foefer*s  dicta  to  show  that  no  mere 
words  could  amount  to  treason.] 

*'  As  to  mere  words  supposed  to  be  treasonable, 
they  differ  widely  from  writings  in  point  of  real 
malignity  and  proper  evidence.  They  are  often 
the  effect  of  mere  heat  of  blood,  which  in  some 
natures,  otherwise  well  disposed,  carrieth  the 
man  beyond  the  bounds  of  decency  or  prudence. 
They  are  always  liable  to  great  misconstmctioDs, 
from  the  ignorance  or  inattention  of  the  hearers, 
and  too  often  from  a  motive  truly  criminal. 
And  therefore  I  choose  to  adhere  to  the  rule, 
which  has  been  laid  down  on  more  occasions 
than  one  since  the  Revolution,  that  loose 
words,  not  relative  to  any  act  or  design,  are 
not  overt  acts  of  treason.  But  words  of  advice 
or  persuasion,  and  all  consultations  for  the 
traitorous  purposes  treated  of  in  this  chapter, 
are  certainly  so.  They  are  uttered  in  con- 
templation of  some  traitorous  purpose  ac- 
tually ou  foot  or  intended,  and  in  prosecution 

ofit:\c^ 

With  the  view  of  guarding  against  the 
mischief  or  danger  of  relying  on  words, 
this  writer,  over  and  over  again,  adverts 
to  the  same  doctrine — 

*'  In  no  case  can  a  man  be  argued  into  the 
penalties  of  the  acts  by  inferences  and  conclu- 
sions drawn  from  what  he  hath  affirmed.  The 
criminal  position  roust  be  directly  maintained 
to  bring  him  within  the  compass  of  these 
acts.**(3) 

*<  Nor  will  every  rash,  hasty,  or  nnguarded 
expression,  owing  perhaps  to  natural  warmth, 
or  thrown  out  in  the  heat  of  disputation,  render 
any  person  criminal  within  these  acts ;  the 
criminal  doctrine  must  be  maintained  fiia/tc(ot»/y 
cuid  advisedly** 

And  then  he  says  that  he  gives  a  caution 
to  those  who  may  think  fit  to  brin;;  forward 
prosecutions  for  high  treason  in  future, 
which  he  says — 

"  May  serve  as  a  faithful  monitor  in  the  con- 
duct of  prosecutions  for  words  or  writings  8up« 
posed  to  be  treasonable,  but  not  relative  to  any 


(a)  1  Hale  P.C.  142. 
(6)  lb.  148. 

(c)  Post.  Or.  L.  200. 

(d)  lb.  201. 
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treasoDable  measure  then  on  foot,  or  intended  to 
be  taken.'' 

It  is  cpriouB  enoagh  he  returns  to  the 
same  topio  again  and  again.    He  says — 

**  Words  are  transient  and  fleeting  as  the 
wind ;  the  poison  thej  scatter  is,  at  &e  worst, 
confined  to  the  narrow  circle  of  a  few  hearers. 
They  are  frequently  the  effect  of  a  sadden  trans- 
port, easily  misunderstood  and  often  misre- 
porfed."(a) 

And  then  he  adds,  that  in  former  times — 
"  Many  persons  had  sofPered  shameful  death 

for  words  only,  without  other  opinion,  fact,  or 

deed." 

And  he  thus  oonclndes  on  the  subject  of 
words,  and  no  man  can  read  the  State 
Trials  without  feeling  the  justice  of  his 
remark — 

« I  cannot  conclude  this  chapter  without  put- 
ting the  reader  in  mind  of  a  fine  passage  which 
I  borrow  fit>m  the  Baron  de  Montesquieu,  worthy 
the  attention  of  all  persons  concerned  in  framing 
penal  laws,  or  putting  them  in  execution. 
•  Sylla,'  saith  that  excellent  writer,  *  who  con- 
founded tjminj,  anarchy,  and  liberty,  made 
the  Ck>melian  laws.  He  seemed  to  have  con- 
triyed  reflations  merely  with  a  yiew  to  create 
great  crmies.  Thus  distinguishing  an  infinite 
number  of  actions  by  the  name  ot  murder,  he 
found  murderers  in  all  parts.  And  by  a  practice 
Bui  too  much  followea  he  laid  snares,  sowed 
thorns,  and  opened  precipices  wheresoeyer  the 
eitisens  set  their  feet."\6) 

With  the  offence  of  a  constructive  levy- 
ing of  war,  Foeiefr  deals  as  follows — 

"Insurrections  in  order  to  throw  down  all 
enclosures,  to  alter  the  established  law,  or 
change  religion;  to  enhance  the  price  of  all 
labour,  or  to  open  cdl  prisons — all  risings  in 
order  to  effect  these  innoyations  of  a  public  and 
general  concern  by  an  armed  force,  are,  in  con- 
struction of  law,  h^h  treason  within  the  clause 
of  leyying  war.  For  though  they  are  not 
levelled  at  the  person  of  the  King,  they  are 
against  his  royal  JUajesty,*' 

"Insurrections,  likewise,  for  redressing 
national  grievances,  or  for  the  expulsion  of 
foreigners  in  general,  or  indeed  of  any  single 
nation  Hying  here  under  the  protection  of  the 
King,  or  for  the  reformation  of  real  or  imagi- 
nary evils  of  a  public  nature,  and  in  which  the 
insurgents  have  no  special  interest — risings  to 
effect  these  ends  by  force  and  numbers  are,  by 
construction  of  law,  within  the  clause  of  levying 
war." 

And  then  he  says,  in  section  6,  which 
has  a  direct  application  to  the  sixth  count 
of  this  indictment,  that  a  conspiracy  to 
levy  a  war  of  that  kind  is  not  an  overt 
act  of  compassing  the  King's  death. 

*'  But  a  bare  conspiracy  for  effecting  a  rising 
for  the  pnrposes  mentioned  in  the^  two  pre- 
ceding sections,  and  in  the  next,  is  not  an  overt 


(a)  Foft.  Cr.  L.  204. 
(6)  lb.  807. 


act  of  compassing  the  King's  death.  Nor  will 
it  come  within  any  species  of  treason  within  the 
25  Edw.  3,  unless  the  rising  be  effected.*\d) 

The  prisoner  is  indicted  in  the  sixth 
count  for  compassing  the  Queen's  death, 
and  the  overt  act  is,  that  he  conspired 
to  levy  war — an  overt  act  for  which  I  do 
not  think  there  are  many  precedents.  But 
suppose  the  overt  act  in  that  form  to  be 
good,  it  means  a  conspiracy  to  levy  war  of 
a  general  and  direct  nature,  and  not  an  in- 
terpretative or  constructive  levying  of  war, 
sucn  as  is  expressed  by  Foster  in  the  two 
preceding  cases.  Therefore,  if  on  the  facts 
it  appears  that  the  levving  of  war  is  con- 
structive, it  is  not  evidence  of  compassing 
the  Queen's  death ;  and  as  in  the  sixth  count 
there  are  no  overt  acts  laid,  except  those 
in  the  other  five— the  erecting  the  barri- 
cades at  Killenaule  and  the  like — if  these 
do  not  amount  to  an  actual  levying  of  war, 
which  I  do  not  believe  they  will  be  held  to 
be,  they  are  constructive  treasons,  and 
will  not  support  the  count  for  compassing 
the  Queen's  death. 

Iln  illustration  of  the  doctrine  of  levy- 
ing war,  counsel  proceeded  to  refer  to 
Lord  George  Gordon* s  case(&),  Waieona 
case(c),  hXiiFrosVs  case(d).l 

In  Lord  George  Gordon^s  case  a  noble- 
man was  offended  with  a  particular  law, 
and  undertook  to  get  it  repealed.  The 
mode  in  which  he  attempted  that  was,  by 
assembling  a  small.party  of  fifty  thousand 
men.  He  headed  that  party,  he  divided 
them  into  sections,  he  gave  them  colours, 
he  appointed  various  places  of  meeting  in 
the  city  of  London,  and  marched  straight 
down  to  the  Parliament  while  it  was  sit- 
ting. They  sent  their  petition  in,  and 
peremptorily  demanded  an  answer.  In 
other  words,  they  endeavoured  to  terrify 
the  Legislature,  which  in  itself  is  an  act 
of  treason.  They  were  not  quite  satisfied 
with  the  answer  they  got — for  their  ob- 
ject was  to  abolish  all  the  liberty  which 
had  been  given  by  previous  Acts  of  Par- 
liament to  the  Boman  Oatholic  people  of 
England — and,  accordingly,  they  pro- 
ceeded under  the  guidance,  as  it  was 
charged,  of  this  nobleman,  to  accomplish 
their  purpose  in  another  way.  They 
broke  out,  for  five  successive  days  or 
more,  into  the  most  violent  conduct  that 
was  ever  witnessed  in  the  city  of  London ; 
they  burned  houses  close  to  the  KiDff*s 
palace ;  they  burned  some  of  the  public 
establishments ;  they  attacked  the  people ; 
they  broke  into  public  institutions,  and 
they  threatened  tne  bank.  For  five  days 
conflagration,  rapine,  and  murder  spread 


(a)  Fost.Cr,  L.2i3. 
C6)  21  St.  Tr.  485. 
(c)  82  St.  Tr.  1. 
(<0  4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  85. 
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through  the  city  of  London,  the  King 
being  there  at  the  time.  Now,  observe  the 
ffreat  principle  decided  in  that  case  of 
Lord  Oeorge  Gordon.  Of  coarse  he  was 
indicted  for  high  treason.  It  is  very 
carious,  that  there  is  no  count  for  compass- 
ing the  King  or  Queen's  death,  although 
the  King  was  then  residing  in  St.  James's. 
Upon  the  trial,  the  learned  judge  charged 
the  grand  jury  that  it  was  high  treason ;  in 
fact,  he  anticipated  the  conviction  of  Lord 
George  Gordon.  The  case  came  on  to  be 
tried,  and  these  facts  were  proved.  The 
Court  dwelt  on  the  consequences — the 
advocate  dwelt  on  the  principle  of  the  law. 
And  what  is  that  principle  P  That  it  is 
the  intent,  the  purpose,  the  object  of  the 
man's  own  mind  which  is  the  true  crime ; 
and  that  the  levying  of  war,  or  the  doing 
of  an  act,  no  matter  how  violent,  or  how 
awful  the  consequences,  will  not  de- 
cide on  the  criminality  of  the  accused. 
Erskine  argued,  that  Lord  George  Gordon 
had  a  particular  purpose  to  accomplish  ; 
and  although  the  house  of  Lord  Mansfieid, 
who  tried  the  prisoner,  was  burned  to 
the  ground.  Lord  George  Gordon  was 
acquitted  of  the  crime  of  high  treason  on 
this  principle,  that  the  devastation  of 
property,  the  attack  on  persons,  the 
marching  and  counter-marchitig  did  not 
constitute  high  treason ;  but  high  treason 
consisted  distinctly  of  the  intent  with 
which  the  act  was  done,  and  that  the 
moment  it  appeared  the  party  had  a  par- 
ticular intent,  as  in  that  instance  of  going 
down  to  the  Parliament  to  ^et  a  law 
repealed,  although  a  most  flagitious  out- 
rage was  committed,  still  that  particular 
intent  at  once  disposed  of  the  charge  of 
high  treason,  and  left  the  accused  to  be 
punished  for  the  lesser  offence. 

In  Wat8on*a  case  there  were  pikes,  there 
was  marching  and  counter-marching,  and 
an  intention  proved  by  an  informer  to 
attack  the  Tower  and  bum  it.  They 
erected  hustings  in  Smithfleld,  and  cer- 
tainly determined  to  accomplish  a  ^neral 
purpose.  I  admit  there  were,  in  addition  to 
the  pikes,  a  plan  and  seditious  speeches; 
but  only  speeches  spoken  by  W<U$on  at 
the  time  of  doing  the  act  were  given  in 
evidence  against  him.  The  great  ques- 
tion turned  on  a  letter  found  in  his 
pocket.  That  letter  was  read;  just 
attend  to  it.  There  were  to  be  three 
divisions  formed  to  meet  in  London.  One 
division  was  to  go  by  St.  Giles'  to  Chan- 
cery Lane ;  the  next  division  was  to  form 
at  London  Bridge,  to  march,  as  might 
fairly  be  inferred,  in  another  direction ; 
the  third  division  was  to  meet  at  another 
place,  and  march  in  a  third  direction. 
The  Bank  was  specified,  and  the  Tower 
was  specified,  onaer  the  name  of  '*  the  old 
man     ;  and  it  was  insisted  thoy  meant 


to  attack  the  Tower.  But  the  things 
undertaken  to  be  done  fell  far  short 
of  the  object  of  overthrowing  the  King 
of  England,  though  criminal  acts  were 
to  be  done,  and  were  done,  in  Lon- 
don ;  though  the  pikes  were  proved  and 
produced;  and  although  the  Sovereign 
was  then  residing  within  a  very  few 
yards,  I  might  say,  from  some  of  the 
scenes  of  this  conspiracy.  The  great  ques- 
tion turned  on  that  letter.  Hear  what 
Lord  Ellenborough  said  in  summing  up— 
**  This  case  does  not  by  any  means  rest  on  the 
evidence  of  Castle ;  it  has  been  put  to  you  as 
if  it  all  rested  apon  Castle.  Evidence  has 
been  pointed  oat  to  your  attention,  taken  from 
the  very  person  of  the  defendant;  that  paper 
which  appears  inexplicable ** 

Now  he  had  no  right  to  say  that,  with 
the  greatest  deference  to  him — 
"that  paper  which  appears  inexplicable  upon 
any  supposition  of  his  innocence — that  paper, 
referring  to  divisions  and  appointed  places  of 
meeting— the  Tower,  designated  by  the  name 
of  *  the  old  man,'  the  Tower  and  the  Bank 
being  specifically  mentioned  by  their  proper 
denominations  in  the  opposite  column  of  the 
paper,  the  arrangement  of  stations  and  barri- 
cades followed  up  in  the  manner  Castle  has 
stated.  What  earthly  reason  is  assigned  for  th^ 
trjing  to  get  Cosser's  house  ?  '* 

Then  he  left  it  to  the  iury  with  that 
statement.  They  did  consider  it,  certamly; 
and  in  a  very  short  time  they  were  of 
opinion  that  the  case— though  very  sus- 
picious, doubtful,  and  not  satisfactorily 
explained,  especially  that  paper— was  not 
made  out ;  they  did  not  follow  the  advice 
given  them  so  explicitly,  and  acquitted  the 
prisoner. 

Gentlemen,  I  shall  now  draw  your 
attention  to  the  last  case  of  high  treason 
tried  in  England,  the  case  of  a  person 
named  John  Frost,  wherein,  I  admit  with 

Pleasure,  the  charge  of  mv  Lord  Chief 
ustice  Ti/ndaiL  is  a  very  model  of  judicial 
propriety. 

A  Chartist  of  the  name  of  Vincent  had 
been  condemned,  and  was  in  prison. 
John  Frost  was  the  leading  agitator  in 
a  place  called  Newport,  the  county  town 
of  Monmouthshire.  There  was  a  dis- 
tinct proof  given  of  a  general  plan  to 
march  upon  Newport,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  blow  up  bridges  between  it  and 
Birmingham,  and  there  was  to  be  a  general 
conflagration  and  rising  over  the  whole 
kingdom.  Frost  headed  a  numerous  party ; 
he  did  not  meet  the  constabulary  or  troops 
on  the  high  road,  but  he  marched  into  the 
county  town,  and,  with  the  boldness  which 
characterizes  the  people  of  that  county 
when  they  do  rise,  they  marched  straight 
up  to  where  the  magistrates,  soldiers,  and 
officers  were  staying,  and  drew  up  before 
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tbe  windows  of  the  hotel  where  the  sol- 
diers were ;  they  wounded  a  magistrate, 
and  they  were  arrested,  and  tried  for  high 
treason.  In  that  remarkable  case  it  was 
insisted  on  by  the  prisoner's  connsel  that 
he  was  bonnd  to  explain  nothing ;  he  re- 
lied  on  it  as  the  law.  The  Attorney- 
General  called  on  me  fiye  or  six  times  to 
explain  this  or  that.  He  seemed  to  deal 
with  this  as  if  it  were  a  Chancery  suit. 
What  book  on  the  criminal  law,  what 
constitutional  judge,  eyer  laid  down  that; 
the  prisoner  is  bound  to  explain  anything  P 
By  the  law  of  England,  you  must  establish 
the  guilt  of  a  prisoner  before  he  is  called 
on  to  speak  a  word.  When  my  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Tindal  comes  to  charge,  he 
says  (a) — 

'*  On  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  the  learned 
counsel  who  appear  for  him  ntate,  aud  I  think 
they  are  justified  in  so  stating,  that  he  is  not 
bound  to  show  what  was  the  object,  or  purpose, 
or  intent  of  the  acts  thai  were  undoubtedly  done 
by  the  pri.<ioner  at  the  bar.  His  counsel  say,  the 
offence  charged  against  him  most  be  proved  by 
those  who  make  the  charge;  that  he  stands 
only  to  hear  the  evidence,  the  evidence  that  is 
giyen  against  him;  and  therefore,  he  is  not 
bound  to  show  at  all,  or  in  any  way  whatever, 
what  his  real  object  or  design  was." 

It  must,  I  am  sure,  be  singularly  de- 
lightful to  you  to  hear  the  principles  of 
our  law  stated  and  expounded  in  that 
temperate  manner.  He  adds— 
"  Undoubtedly  the  proof  of  the  case  against  tbe 
prisoner  must  depend  for  its  support,  not  upon 
the  absence  or  want  of  any  explanation  on  the 
I|art  of  the  prisoner  himself,  but  upon  the  posi- 
tive affirmative  evidence  of  his  guilt  that  is 
given  by  the  Crown." 

Then  he  adds — 
I*  It  is  not,  however,  an  unreasonable  thing,  and 
it  daily  occurs  in  investigations,  both  civil  and 
criminal,  that  if  there  is  a  certain  appearance 
made  out  against  a  partv,  if  he  is  involved  by 
the  evidence  in  a  state  of  considerable  sus- 
|neion,hei8  called  upon  for  his  own  sake,  and 
his  own  safety,  to  state  and  bring  forward  the 
circumstances,  whatever  they  may  be,  which 
might  reconcile  such  suspicions  appearances 
with  perfect  innocence;  and,  therefore,  the 
learned  coimsel  of  the  prisoner,  although  he 
entered  his  protest  against  his  being  necessarily 
required  to  make  such  a  statement,  proceeds  to 
lay,  that  the  case  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was 
one  that  was  perfectly  innocent,  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  crime  of  high  treason." 

And  what  was  the  defence  P  That  really 
they  marched  into  the  town  to  rescue,  by  a 
bold  hand,  Vincent,  their  brother  Chartist, 
from  the  county  gaol.  Well,  what  did  he 
say  in  that  case  P  He  says — 
••  Tbe  prisoner's  counsel  stated  that  it  was  never 
intended  by  tbe  prisoner  either  to  take  the  town 


(a)  4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  448. 


[214 

or  to  attack  the  military,  which  latter  act  was 
purely  accidental;  that  all  that  was  intended 
was  to  make  a  demonstration  to  the  magistrates 
of  Newport  and  the  county  of  the  strength  of 
those  persons  who  were  called  Chartists,  for  the 
single  purpose  and  design  of  inducing  the 
magistrates,  either  to  procure  the  liberation  of 
one  Vincent  and  three  other  persons,  who  had 
been  convicted  of  some  political  offences,  and 
were  then  confined  in  Monmouth  gaol ;  or,  at 
all  events,  to  procure  a  mitigation  in  their  mode 
of  treatment  whilst  under  imprisonment:  Gen- 
tlemen, I  have  already  stated  to  you,  that  if  that 
outline  which  is  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
Crown  is  filled  up  by  evidence,  there  is  no 
doubt  whatever  that  tbe  guilt  of  the  party 
accused  amounts  to  hiirh  treason ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  if  falling  short  of  that  offence,  it 
amounts  to  no  more  than  the  description  which 
has  been  given  of  it  by  the  counsel  for  the 
prisoner,  although  it  would  be  a  most  grievous 
offence  as  a  misdemeanor,  involving  tbe 
security  of  the  property,  and  perhaps  of  the 
lives  of  many  persons  in  the  town  of  Newport ; 
yet  that  it  would  be  deficient  in  the  main  in- 
gredient of  the  offence  of  levying  war  against 
the  Queen  in  her  realm." 

So  that  if  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner  bad 
made  out  satisfactorily  by  proof  that  the 
true  object  of  Frost  was  to  march  into  tbe 
town,  break  through  the  prison,  and  take 
out  Vincent,  although  that  would  haye  1)een 
a  yery  great  crime,  it  would  not  haye  been 
the  crime  of  high  treason,  because  on  the 
principle  I  haye  before  explained  to  you, 
andwldch  is  so  clearly  put  b^  this  revered 
judge,  there  was  something  personal, 
there  was  a  peculiar  object  to  be  effected, 
which  took  it  out  of  that  rule  of  intending 
to  subyert  the  Goyemment  of  the  Queen, 
or  to  kill  the  Queen.  Indeed,  Frost  was 
not  indicted  for  such  a  crime. 

Gentlemen,  I  now  draw  your  attention 
to  the  indictment,  which  charges  that 
Mr  O'Brien,  on  the  17th  of  July,  and  on 
different  days  between  that  day  and  the 
30th,  at  Ballingarry,  appeared  arrayed 
with  an  armed  force.  Then  it  proceeds  to 
specify  the  affair  at  Mullinabone,  which  is 
No,  2,  and  at  Killenaule,  which  is  No.  o. 
The  fourth  count  specifies  the  leyying 
of  war  at  Farinrory.  The  fifth  coimt  is 
general  for  leyying  war ;  the  sixth  being 
for  compassing  to  kill  the  Queen,  to  which 
I  haye  before  drawn  the  attention  of  the 
Court,  and  whom  Mr.  O'Brien  certainly 
did  as  much  compass  to  kill  as  the  Great 
Mogul. 

[Counsel  complained  that  the  Attorney- 
(TeneroZ,  after  stating  that  the  trans- 
actions giving  rise  to  the  prosecution 
covered  the  last  week  of  July,  bad  gone 
back  to  the  beginning  of  the  year  1847, 
and  that  he  had  given  as  eyideuce  of 
treason  the  speech  of  March  15,  1848,  for 
which  he  had  already  prosecuted  Mr. 
O'Brien  ansuccessful)/  for  sedition.    The 
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course  taken  by  the  Attorney 'General  made 
it  necessary  to  explain  Mr.  O^Brien's 
political  career  to  the  jury.] 

Gentlemen,  many  years  ago  Mr.  0*Br%en 
entered  the  Imperial  Parliament.  His 
ancestors  for  seyen  generations  have  re- 
presented the  county  of  Clare  in  Parlia- 
ment. Mr.  O'Brien  continued  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  pursuing  his  duties 
as  a  member  of  that  body,  down  to  the 
year  1843  or  1844.  At  that  time  the  body 
existed  from  which  the  Confederation 
spitrng — the  Eepeal  Association.  Mr. 
O'Brien  belonged  to  that  rare  class  of 
Irish  senators  whose  boast  it  is  never  to 
have  been  bought  or  sold.  His  career  in 
the  House  of  Commons  was  independent 
— it  may  be  called  eccentric.  In  one 
sense  it  was ;  he  displeased  all  parties 
because  he  would  not  stoop  or  bend 
to  any.  In  reference  to  this  country, 
about  the  year  1843  he  delivered  tne 
speech,  now  in  my  hand,  to  the  House  of 
Cfommons.  Now,  I  must  honestly  avow  to 
vou  that  I  was  taught  to  believe  that 
he  was  an  obstinate,  impracticable,  absurd 
man,  who  always  broached  what  nobody 
could  agree  with.  There  are  five-sixths  of 
this  speech  in  my  hand  on  the  cause  of 
discontent  in  Ireland,  full  of  truth,  full 
of  good  sense,  full  of  honourable  feeling 
and  tolerant  opinion.  And  I  venture  to 
say,  if  any  gentleman  on  that  jury  reads 
that  speech,  he  will  say,  whatever  may  be 
his  opinion  on  the  result  of  this  trial,  would 
to  God  we  had  a  party,  not  in  the  factious 
sense  of  the  word  party,  but  a  body  of 
honourable  men  who  would  carry  out  the 
greater  portion  of  the  things  contained  in 
it.  Of  course  those  subjects  you  are  most 
acquainted  with  are  touched  on,  and  those 
are  the  questions  of  Irish  representation, 
franchise,  parliamentary  reform,  and  the 
exclusion  of  the  Irish  peers.  This  gentle- 
man who  is  charged  with  an  intention  to 
establish  a  republic — sometimes  it  is  a 
republic,  and  sometimes  I  know  not  what 
it  IB — objects  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Irish 
peers  from  the  English  House  of  Peers ; 
he  says  their  position  is  anomalous ;  and 
so  it  is,  we  all  admit.  He  argues  the 
question  of  past  coercion  bills  for  Ireland ; 
he  argues  the  question  of  the  poor  law, 
and  he  says,  and  says  truly,  that  every 
suggestion  made  by  the  country  gentle- 
men was  cast  aside  as  unworthy  of  con- 
sideration ;  and  that  to  a  Mr.  Nicholls,  a 
perfect  stranger  to  the  country,  was  dele- 

Sted  the  task  of  framing  the  poor  law  of 
dlaud.  He  speaks  there  of  what  they 
ought  to  do  for  railways;  and,  having 
done  that,  a  passage  occurs  which,  I  must 
confess,  fills  me  with  astonishment.  Al- 
though I  knew  Mr.  O'Brien  was  a  Pro- 
testant, I  thought  he  was  a  party  who 
always  reviled  tiie  church  and  its  clergy. 


When  he  comes  to  treat  of  the  grievances 
of  his  country,  he  has  the  manliness  and 
true  tolerant  feeling  to  put  forward  a 
grievance  that  the  members  of  the  Protes- 
tant church  are  excluded  from  a  share 
in  the  grant  to  the  National  Board  of 
Education  by  reason  of  their  conscientious 
opinions.  This  is  the  wrong-headed  im- 
practicable gentleman  who,  by  the  press — 
the  portion  of  it  that  exists  by  slandering 
him — has  always  been  arraigned  as  a  mad 
politician,  with  whom  no  party  could 
agree.  He  certainly  had  on  this  occasion 
164  votes  against  243,  and  that  is  a 
strong  thing  to  show  that  he  was  an 
impracticable  man ! 

[On  the  prosecution  of  O'ConneU  in 
1843,  Mr.  O'Brien  joined  the  Repal 
Association,  and  gave  his  reasons  m  a 
published  letter] — 

'*  I  have  Dot  heen  able  to  witness  this  coarse 
of  events  without  feelinff  that  the  conduct  of 
the  British  Parliament  has  fully  justified  the 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  restitution  of  our 
national  Legislature.'' 

That  I  ask  you  now  to  take  down ;  and 
if  I  do  not  demonstrate  to  you  that  every 
act  which  ho  has  committed,  and  every 
speech  which  he  has  spoken,  has  been 
directed  to  that  one  end,  find  a  verdict 
against  him.    He  says — 

"  We  made  a  last  appeal  to  the  English 
people.  Our  wamiDg--the  friendly  remon- 
strance of  men  averse  to  agitation,  and  for  the 
most  part  favourable  to  the  union,  was  treated 
with  neglect,  ridicule,  or  defiance. 

*'ln  asking  for  admission  to  ^our  ranks, 
I  think  it  right  to  guard  myself  against  the  sup- 
position, that  I  approve  of  every  expression  and 
resolution  which  have  been  used  in  the  progveas 
of  the  repeal  agitation." 

Now,  is  not  this  very  sensible  P 

**  But  in  acting  with  masses  of  men  in  pursuit 
of  a  great  and  legitimate  object,  it  is  a  weakness 
too  fastidiously  to  condemn  every  imprudent 
word  which  may  escape  from  those  vnth  whom 
we  are  associated.  1  am  fully  persuaded  that 
the  calumnies  and  invectives  which  are  daily 
launched  forth  from  the  Government  press 
against  the  Irish  people  have  had  more  effect  in 
kmdling  animosities,  than  the  strongest  language 
which  has  been  employed  by  Mr.  O'Conndl." 

Still,  he  did  not  like  it.  He  then  says 
at  the  end — 

<«  I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  uniting 
my  solicitations  to  the  repealers  of  Ireland,  wiw 
those  of  their  other  friends,  that  they  will  not 
under  any  circumstances  allow  themselves  to  be 
tempted  to  engage  in  secret  associations,  or  to 
commit  any  acts  of  violence.  I  am  very  far 
from  saying  that  no  extremity  of  misgovemment 
will  justify  a  nation  in  resorting  to  measures  of 
active  resistance.  To  maintain  such  a  doctrine 
would  be  to  impugn  the  principles  which  placed 
the  house  of  Brunswick  upon  the  throne  of 
England ;    it  would  be  to  question  the  right 
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to  the  crowns  of  France  and  Belgium,  enjoyed 
by  the  soyereigns  upon  whom  oar  gracious 
Queen  has  been  advised  to  lavish  those  royal 
courtesies  which  she  had  spontaneously  desired 
for  her  Irish  subject:*.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  who  adopts  measures  which  may  cost  the  life 
of  a  single  human  being,  incurs  a  fearful  respon- 
sibility, which  nothing  but  the  gravest  extremi- 
ties of  national  danger  can  sanction.  A  month 
of  civil  war  would  produce  incalculable  miseries 
to  all  classes  of  our  population.  And  if  these 
considerations  were  not  sufficient  to  deter  all 
good  men  from  reliance  upon  physical  force, 
motives  of  policy  would  be  not  less  overruling.*' 

These  are  the  original  opinions  of 
Mr.  O'Brien. 

[Coonsel  proceeded  to  refer  to  Mr. 
0*Brien'$  exclnsion  from  the  Bepeal  As- 
sociation in  May  1846.] 

A  most  extraordinary  discassion  arose 
in  the  Bepeal  Association  about  moral 
force  and  physical  force. (a)  Mr.  O'Brien 
wanted  to  put  an  end  to  the  continu- 
ance of  humbug;  that  is  to  say — I 
tell  it  ^ou  in  plain  terms — to  men  agita- 
ting in  connexion  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day,  so  as  to  conduct  the 
agitation  with  skill,  not  going  too  far ;  to 
do  nothing  for  their  country,  and  in  re- 
turn get  good  places  for  themselves. 
Mr.  0*Brien  said,  that  will  never  do ; 
because^  if  you  are  in  earnest  about  repeal, 
Toa  must  give  up  looking  for  places. 
They  then  get  up  a  discussion  about 
physical  force  and  moral  force.  If  you 
assert  in  any  possible  event  that  a  man 
should  be  permitted  to  think  of  resorting 
to  physical  force,  they  say — **  we  will  have 
done  with  you."  I  do  not  desire  the  ap- 
plication of  physical  force ;  but  my  own 
opinion  is,  that  it  has  placed  the  Queen  on 
the  throne  and  their  lordships  on  that 
bench.  That  doclrino  maintained  by  Mr. 
O'Brien  is  perfectly  right,  and  let  no  man 
presume  to  ^insay  it.  He  would  not  give 
it  up.  He  said  the  expediency  of  resistance, 
in  extremity,  depends  on  a  man's  own 
conscience  as  an  accountable  being. 

Gentlemen,  it  was  necessary  then  to 
found  the  Ii-ish  Confederation  in  January 
1847,  of  which  the  Aitomey- General  has 
spoken;  and  here  is  the  political  creed 
of  Mr.  O'Brien  reiterated — 

"  We  conceive  that  duty  to  our  country  is 
our  highest  political  obligation,  and  that  our 
primary  allegiance  is  due  to  Ireland.  We 
honour  the  Queen  as  cur  Sovereign,  not  be- 
cause she  is  descended  from  a  race  of  kings, 
who  throughout  many  centuries  wrcnged  and 
afflicted  the  people  of  this  land  ;  but  because 
we  believe  that  if  our  interests  and  liberties 
were  protected  by  a  national  legislature,  the 
Irish  nation  would  enjoy  happiness  and  se- 
curity under  her  sway." 


-     (a)  See  Sir  C.  G.  Duffy's  "  Four  Years  of 
Irish  History,"  chapter  5. 


That  is  the  intent  of  the  revolutionary 
madman,  who  desires  to  kill  the  Queen, 
or  to  do  something  that  must  lead  to  that 
result,  or  which  must  prostrate  her  (Go- 
vernment and  her  authority  in  this 
country 

«  We  do  not  desire  to  sever  the  connection 
between  Ireland  and  the  rest  of  the  empire. 
We  believe  that  the  legislative  independence  of 
Ireland  is  perfectly  compatible  with  the  main- 
tenance of  that  connection;  but  if  separation 
be  hereafter  produced  by  misgovemment,  we 
are  persuaded  that  Ireland  would  suffer  much 
less  from  Great  Britain  than  from  such  a  con- 
tingency. We  obey  the  laws  made  by  the 
British  Parliament,  because  such  obedience  is 
necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  social  order ; 
but,  remembering  that  the  Act  of  Union  never 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Irish  people,  and 
that  it  was  conceived  in  perfidy  and  brought 
forih  in  crime,  we  deny  the  moral  right  of  the 
British  Legislature  to  make  laws  for  our  nation. 
We  hold  ourselves  pledged  to  spare  no  legiti- 
mate exertion  which  can  tend  to  procure 
domestic  legislation  for  Ireland.'* 

That  is  a  statement  of  his  opinions ; 
and  those  opinions  he  never  aepart«d 
from.  He  was  then  charged  with  being 
an  advocate  of  physical  force,  and  he  says — 

**  As  regards  myself,  I  had  distinctly  placed 
uj.on  record  my  views  with  respect  to  the  right 
of  resistance  under  certain  contingencies,  whilst 
at  the  same  time  I  have  repeatedly  denounced 
the  fatuity  and  wickedness  of  resorting  to 
physical  force,  except  upon  such  occasions  as 
would  afford  a  full  justification  for  its  exercise 
in  accordance  with  the  view  of  the  soundest 
moralists  and  of  the  best  writers  on  the  British 
constitution.*' 

That  is  January  1847. 

[Counsel  proceeded  to  refer  to  Mr. 
O'Bi-ien'e  readiness,  early  in  1847,  to 
enter  the  proposed  Irish  Council  of  men 
of  all  parlies;  to  his  speech  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  ^larch  1847,  on  the  evils 
of  absenteeism  ;  to  his  support  of  Lord 
George  Bentinck's  scheme  for  relieving 
the  famine  by  building  State  Railways  ; 
his  opposition  to  the  Whig  alliance ;  to  his 
repudiation  of  separation  and  civil  war, 
and  his  expressed  desire  for  the  co-opera- 
tion of  tne  Protestants,  citing  various 
extracts  from  his  speeches  in  the  year 
1847.  He  also  read  the  rules  of  the  Irish 
Confederation.] 

Gentlemen,  we  now  (^me  to  this  pon- 
derous speech  of  March  17th  put  in  on  the 
part  of  tne  Crown.  This  is  the  speech  that 
was  prosecuted  by  Mr.  Attorney 'Oenercd  for 
sedition.  Taking  the  whole  of  it  together, 
a  jury  refused  to  believe  that  it  was  sedi- 
tions. And  now  the  Attomey-Qeneral 
thinks,  on  the  trial  of  the  prisoner  for  his 
life,  that  it  is  a  fair  thing  to  submit  to  a 
jury  this  speech,  and  to  ask  them  to  con- 
nect with  it — which  I  do  conscientiouslj 
believe  would  be  contrary  to  the  truth — 
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the  intent  and  character  of  his  subsequent 
actions ;  and  to  explain  what  took  place 
at  Bttllingarry  by  what  was  spoken  in 
March.  I  do  not  believe  you  will  gratify 
the  Attorney- General  in  that  respect,  and 
I  exhort  you  not  to  do  so.  By  doing  so, 
you  will  re-establish  that  monstrous  doc- 
trine of  constructive  treason  which  has 
sent  so  many  innocent  men  to  the  block. 
You  will  enable  the  Attorney 'OenerdL  to 
have  his  reporter  listening  to  and  taking 
down  political  speeches ;  getting  a  copy  of 
them  ;  pondering  over  them ;  asking  him* 
self  what  crime  is  there  expressed ;  prose- 
cuting for  sedi  tion , an  d  the  j  ury  disagree  i  ng. 

iCounsel  proceeded  to  refer  to  the 
speech.] 

The  prisoner  says  that  the  hope  of  a 
local  parliament — 

^  may  be  defeated  by  rashness.  I  know  that  in 
times  like  these  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm  is 
naturally  excited,  and  that  there  are  myriads  of 
ardent  spirits  who  think  that  it  is  only  necessary 
to  strike  a  single  blow  to  achieve  immediate 
success.  Very  likely  there  are  many  present 
with  that  feeling,  but  such  is  not  my  opinion ; 
and  1  think  it  right  to-night  to  disburden  my 
mind  fully  to  you.  My  belief  is,  that  if  an 
insurrection  was  to  take  place  at  present,  it 
would  be  put  down  in  a  week.  My  belief  is, 
that  if  it  were  partially  successful,  that,  under 
the  present  circumstances  of  this  kingdom,  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  starve  the  people,  by  stopping  the  sup- 
plies of  focd  we  are  now  necessarily  deriving 
from  abroad.  Under  those  circumstances,  I 
say,  that  it  would  be  consummate  rashneps  to 
attempt  to  bring  this  question  to  issue  by  an 
immediate  appeal  to  arms." 

Now,  that  is  one  of  the  worst  passages 
in  this  speech.  They  say  it  may  be 
implied  and  argued  from  that  passage 
that  he  does  not  mean  to  exclude 
the  possibility  of  appealing  to  arms  at 
some  future  time.  If  a  man  says  in 
1847,  **  I  will  not  say  it  may  not  be  jws- 
sible  at  £ome  time  or  other  I  may  appeal 
to  arms ;  "  when  he  is  tried  in  the  year 
1867,  you  may  resort  to  that  speech,  and 
say,  he  laid  down  the  abstract  doctrine, 
that  it  was  right  at  times — at  some  time- 
to  resist,  though  he  said  not  at  that 
timo—  and,  by  coupling  such  an  assertion 
with  an  equivocal  act  long  subsequently 
done,  you  are  to  make  out  high  treason. 
If  you  do,  gentlemen,  you  may  expect  to 
be  in  the  dock  shortly  yourselves. 

He  goes  on  to  say — 
**  I  would  implore  you  by  the  memory  of  those 
past  failures  not  to  allow  yourselves  to  be  com- 
mitted to  any  rash  act,  or  any  act  of  indis- 
cretion, but  to  proceed  in  a  regular,  and  in  a 
constitutional  course  too,  for  the  attainment  of 
your  liberties." 

If  that  be  the  pervading  sentiment  of  the 
speech  expressed  here,  what  right  has 


counsel  to  lay  hold  of  one  passage  here,  or 
another  passage  there,  in  which  there  is 
something  about  resistance,  and  say,  I  will 
apply  that  to  my  present  treason,  and  the 
act  charged  being  in  itself  perfectly  equi- 
vocal or  perfectly  innocent,  explain  it  by 
an  old  stale  speech,  and  thus  make  the 
accused  a  traitor  P 

Gentlemen,  there  is  a  passage  in  this 
speech,  which  I  wish  to  call  your  par- 
ticular attention  to,  as  I  have  a  case  in 
point  for  it— 

"  What  I  believe  the  great  majority  of  the  re- 
pealers of  this  country  want  is  this,  they  want  a 
parliament  in  Ireland  to  make  laws  for  Ireland." 

And  this  is  the  whole  pith  and  marrow 
of  that  speech — 

"  They  want  an  Irish  Government  responsible 
to  that  parliament '* 

Will  you  find  that  treason  P 
"  and  composed  of  Irishmen." 

What  do  you  think  of  thatP  Whether 
it  is  burglary  or  treason  I  leave  to  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  to  discover. 
**  They  want  the  means  of  protecting  those  in- 
stitutions by  an  Irish  army,  by  an  Irish  navy, 
and  by  an  Irish  national  gnard." 

Some  twelve  years  ago  the  present 
proisccutor,  Lord  John  BusM^  began 
a  career  of  agitation  for  parliamentary 
reform.  One  of  the  projects  of  the 
great  Political  Union  in  Birmingham, 
to  which  he  vrrote  his  memorable  letter, 
declaring  that  roform  should  never  be  put 
down  by  **  the  whisper  of  a  faction,"  was, 
that  they  should  have  a  National  Guard. 
I  have  the  resolution  here.  Can  I  have 
better  authority  than  that  of  the  noble 
lord  who  has  written  an  essay  on  the  con- 
stitution of  England  P  I  will  not  compli- 
ment him.  It  falls  far  short  of  the 
masterly  sense  of  Foster^  or  the  deep 
thought  of  Hale;  but  still  it  is  clever  and 
learned,  and  he  argues  on  the  doctrine  of 
resistance,  and  insists  on  its  application 
if  necessary.  He  wrote  himself  to  that 
Political  Union  which  threatened  to  march 
a  hundred  thousand  men  to  London  if  the 
House  of  Lords  dared  to  hesitate,  av,  and 
asked  a  gentleman  now  living  to  take  tho 
command  of  that  body. — I  do  not  say  that 
Lord  John  did,  but  I  say  that  a  gallsmt 
officer  was  asked  to  do  it.  (a)  On  the 
very  day  the  House  of  Peers—a  body 
certainly  as  old,  if  not  older  than  the 
Commons,  and  without  whose  existence  a 
fierce  democracy  would  overspread  the 
land,  and  destroy  every  institution  under 
which  a  rational  or  an  intelligent  being 
would  wish  to  live — threw  out  the  bill,  on 
the  day  that  body  pronounced  their  opinion, 
the  very  prosecutor  in  this  case,  who  him- 
self directs  the  Attomey-Oeneral  to  prose- 

(a)  See  below,  p.  273. 
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OQte,  wrote  this  letter  to  the  great  Birming- 
ham Political  Union,  whose  power  and  in- 
fluence was  fcen  thousand  times  greater  than 
the  small  Confederation  which  the  Irish 
revolutionist  and  traitor  established : — 

**  LoBD  John  Russrll  to  Mr.  Thoiias 
Attwood,  BinniDgham. 

**  Sir, — 1  beg  to  acknowledge  with  heartfelt 
gratitude *' 

Attorney- General :  Really,  my  lords,  I  am 
not  aware  that  a  letter  of  this  description 
can  be  rcAd,  nor  do  I  see  what  bearing  it  has 
on  the  case.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
has  the  letter  itself,  or  whether  he  is 
reading  it  from  a  book,  or  what  he  reads 
it  from ;  but  it  does  not  occur  to  me  that 
a  letter  alleged  to  have  been  written  by 
Lord  John  Russell  some  twelve  or  fourteen 
jrears  ago>  can  have  any  possible  bear- 
ingon  the  question  now  before  us. 

Whiteside:  It  is  a  matter  of  history. 
I  may  refer  to  the  history  of  this  country. 

Blackburnb,  L.O.J. :  What  occurs  to 
us  is  this,  we  do  not  think  this  can  be 
receiyed  as  evidence.  As  an  historical 
past  event  you  can  refer  to  it,  but  we  think 
the  more  generally  you  do  so  the  bettor. 

Whiteside:  Yes,  my  lord,  I  shall  refer 
to  it  very  shortly. 

Gentlemen,  the  question  before  you  is — 
do  not  suppose  that  I  wander  from  the 
true  point — whether  an  association  formed 
for  the  accomplishment  of  a  great 
political  object,  such  as  the  repeal  of  the 
union,  is  treasonable?  The  principal 
passage  in  the  speech,  which  the  Attorney- 
General  read  against  him,  and  on  which 
he  mainly  relied,  refers  to  the  possible 
formation  of  an  armed  national  guard. 
And  why  P  Because  it  refers  to  the  possi- 
bility  of  physical  force.  Now,  first,  here 
is  a  resolution— I  have  taken  it  from 
a  journal  of  great  talent,  which  ex- 
prepses  the  opinion  of  England,  and 
very  much  the  opinion  of  Europe.  It 
is  distinguished  for  remarkable  ability, 
for  astonishing  acquaintance  with  all  poli- 
tical affairs,  and  you  may  rely  upon  its 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 
the  English  constitution.  I  nave  only  to 
regret,  in  passing,  that  such  a  journal 
should  have  written  so  severely  of  my 
client  and  his  case.  Gentlemen,  that  very 
journal  is  now  writing  to  you,  to  me,  and 
to  the  Court,  exhorting  them  to  overrule 
the  quibbles  that  might  be  offered  by  the 
counsel  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner.  The 
Times  refers  to  this  resolution  for*  a  na- 
tional armament  and  a  Conservative  Guard 
on  October  29th  1831— 

"  This  advice  has  struck  terror  into  two  classes 
— the  communists  and  the  oligarchs.  Those 
oligarchs — these  self-imagined  grandees — con- 
stituting the  borough-mongers  and  Tory  fac- 
tion, are  no  less  terrified  at  the  notion  of  a 
national  armament  for  a  reform  of  law  and  re- 


covering of  power,  than  the  mob  are  for  the 
consequences  of  a  league  for  the  protection  of 
honour,  person,  and  money.  Against  both  sets  of 
robbers  it  is  that,  if  requisite,  the  people  of 
England  ought  to  stand  upon  their  defence — as 
for  specific  arrangements  by  which  that  defence 
might  he  constituted  and  guided  to  itM  proper 
ends,  they  are  matter  of  cool,  though  not  fur 
debating  deliberation.  To  what  extent  the 
'Conservative  Guard*  ought  hereafter  to  be 
placed  in  connexion  with,  and  under  the  control 
of,  the  executive  authority  of  the  State,  will,  of 
course,  be  an  important  question.  The  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  French  National  Guard  has 
been  framed  are  well  worthy  of  consideration 
here." 

Now  we  find  these  terms  used  there 
— t>rannv,  resistance,  oppression,  the 
liberty  of  the  citizen,  the  abominable  oU* 
garchy,  the  ruin  of  the  boroughmongers, 
the  Bill  of  Eights,  that  the  people  have 
a  right  to  arm — nobody  in  England  pre- 
sumes to  deny  it — that  thev  hwi  a  right 
to  hold  a  confederation  oi  armed  men, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  prepared 
for  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 
A  run  on  the  banks  is  spoken  of;  and 
it  was  said  of  a  gentleman  who  was  after- 
wards Loi'd  Chancellor,  that  he  was  in 
'*  ^ood  fighting  order,**  and  that  a  right 
spirit  was  fermenting  among  all  classes  of 
Englishman.  Then  comes  a  colonel,  a 
valuable  man  in  that  time,  and  very  ubo« 
ful,  who  teaches  Englishmen  how  the 
household  cavalry  might  be  resisted. 
This  is  not  the  person  to  whom  I  made  a 
passing  allusion  before ;  this  is  Colonel 
Jones,  He  tells  them  that  if  the  whole 
honsehold  brigade  of  cavalry  came  out,  he 
would  head  them,  and,  if  the  artillery 
came  out,  he  would  show  them  how  to 
take  every  gun.  That  is  very  strong. 
The  short  letter  to  which  I  referred,  was 
a  communication  addressed  by  the  present 
first  minister  of  the  Crown,  showing  by 
his  assent  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right 
in  the  people  to  insist,  by  physical  com- 
bination, on  having  a  free  constitution. 
It  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  scoffing  at  a 
gentleman  of  high  station  and  great  rank, 
and  the  first  minister  of  the  Crown,  that  I 
read  it.  I  declare,  honestlv,  that  I  use  it 
because  he  has  written  on  the  constitution 
of  Euffland,  and  said  that  the  verdicts  of 
juries  nave  moulded  that  constitution.  I 
have  a  right  to  refer  to  it  as  I  would  to  a 
work  of  Lord  Hale,    This  is  the  letter — 

"Lord  John  Russell  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Attwood,  Birmingham. 
"Sib,— I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  heartfelt 
gratitude,  the  kindness  now  done  me  by  150,000 
of  my  fellow-countrymen.  Our  prospects  are 
obscured  for  a  moment,  and  I  trust  only  for  a 
moment,  for  it  is  impossible  that  the  whisper  of 
a  faction  can  prevail  against  the  voice  of  a 
nation.'* 
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What  is  "the  whisper  of  a  faction "F 
A  deliberate  opinion  of  that  house  where 
the  names  of  Nelson,  WelUngUmf  and 
Ma/rlborough  are  honoured.  That  "fac- 
tion *'  consists  of  a  branch  of  the  Legisla* 
ture  of  the  country  which  has  existed  for 
ages,  and  will  continue  to  exist,  founded 
in  the  affections  and  the  attachments  of  a 
discerning  people.  If  150,000  men  had 
marched  up  to  London  to  accomplish  that 
object,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  who  'sits 
here  would  haye  told  the  turbulent  men 
that  it  was  high  treason  to  terrify  the 
Legislature.  On  that  occasion  it  was 
done.  I  know  how  they  argue  across  the 
Channel,  and  there  are  no  people  on  the 
earth  I  so  much  respect :  first,  admit  to 
one  of  our  English  friends  that  he  is  ri^ht 
in  everything,  then  he  will  reason  with 
Tou  through  the  rest  of  the  conversation ; 
but  if  you  dispute  with  him  about  any  of 
his  peculiar  nostrums  for  the  government 
of  this  country,  he  will  think  vou  the 
most  impracticable,  wrong-headed  man  in 
the  world.  He  will  tell  you  that  conduct 
like  that  of  the  people  of  Birmingham  was 
quite  right,  as  applied  to  them ;  but  that 
it  is  the  most  vulgar  conception  in  the 
world  to  apply  it  to  the  Irish,  and  their 
project  for  accomplishing  the  repeal  of 
the  union. 

[The  AUomey-General  has  also  accused 
the  association  of  starting  seditious  news- 
papers.] 

My  client  did  not  write  one  line  in  sedi- 
tious newspapers.  He  is  not  a  proprietor 
of.  nor  a  contributor  to  newspapers.  And 
with  one  of  the  principal  proprietors,  Mr. 
MUchel,  there  was  an  open,  public,  violent 
quarrel,  which  ended  in  a  declaration  by 
Mr.  O'Brien,  that  either  one  or  the  other 
should  quit  the  Confederation;  and  the 
result  was,  that  Mr.  Mitchel  quitted  it, 
and  Mr.  O'Brien  remained.  I  therefore 
call  upon  you  to  discard  that  statement 
made  oy  the  AUomey-Oenerah  because  it 
was  utterly  nnsustained  by  proof. 

[Nor  is  there  anything  treasonable  in 
Mr.  O'Brien's  references  to  French  and 
American  sympathy  with  Ireland,  or  to 
the  Treason  Felony  Bill,  which  says  that  a 
man,  by  '*  open  and  advised  speaking," 
may  be  found  guilty  of  felony — 

"  Now,  I  hare  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if 
that  law  had  been  in  force,  and  had  been 
enacted  in  1831,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
the  English  Reform  Bill,  Lord  John  Bussell, 
Lord  Stanley,  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  and  almost  all 
the  other  leaders  of  the  reform  party  of  that 
day,  would  have  been  liable  to  transportation 
for  life. 

*'  Do  I  then,  when  I  connsel  yon  to  meet 
legislation  of  this  kind  by  determination  of  the 
boldest  character— do  I  connsel  you  to  rush 
into  a  precipitate  and  foolish  conflict?  Far 
from  it.    Have  you  read  the  last  article  in  the 


Times  1  They  absolutely  go  the  length— the 
writer  goes  the  length,  of  calculating  on  our 
precipitation,  as  the  necessary  resnlt  of  those 
inflammatory  harangues  which  some  of  us  are 
supposed  to  be  in  the  habit  of  addressing  to  our 
fellow-countrymen  in  the  peculiar  position  which 
we  happen  to  hold  as  the  leaflers  of  the  Irish 
people.  Now  it  is  perfectly  manifSest,  that 
nothing  is  so  much  desired  by  the  Government 
of  England,  and  hy  all  those  who  abet  that 
Government  in  its  iniquitous  domination  in  this 
country,  as  that  the  people  of  this  countiy 
should  enter  into  a  premature  conflict  with  a 
power  which  they  fancy  has  at  this  moment  a 
means  at  its  command  of  effectually  repressing 
the  public  sentiment.  Let  u«  beware  how  we 
realize  those  their  wishes.  We  have  still  much 
to  accomplish.  First  of  all,  the  grand  desi- 
deratum, which  must  be  the  basis  of  all  our 
national  exertions,  has  not  yet  been  fully 
attained — I  mean  the  union  of  the  repealers  of 
this  country. 

"  There  are,  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  heard 
it  upon  evidence  which  I  cannot  question— there 
are  in  the  country  many  who  suppose  that  our 
object,  and  the  object  of  those  who  participi^ 
in  this  gjeat  national  movement,  is  not  to  attain 
great  national  rights — not  to  obtain  the  power 
of  legislating  beneficially  for  all  parties;  but, 
under  the  pretext  ^f  repeal,  to  make  thiit  agita- 
tion, accompanied  as  it  may  possibly  be  by  the 
exercise  of  force,  an  instrument  of  pillage,  and 
a  means  of  promoting  social  anarchy.  I  believe 
that  sentiment  is  utterly  without  foundation.  If 
I  thought  there  was  a  single  man  in  this 
assembly  who  entertained  such  an  opinion  or 
desire,  I  should  ask  him  to  come  forward,  in  the 
name  of  manhood,  and  to  state  his  views  here, 
and  allow  us  to  know  upon  what  sentiment  of 
public  duty,  upon  what  hope  of  public  benefit, 
such  intentions  were  founded.  I  shoald  en- 
counter him  as  the  worst  enemy  of  the  country ; 
and  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  tlmt 
the  sentiment  of  every  man  who  is  engaged  in 
this  great  national  efibrt  would  be  that  of 
unqu^ified  condenmation  of  any  such  attempt.  . 
Therefore,  I  say,  that  these  fears  are  utterly 
without  foundation,  and  that  these  apprehen- 
sions are  unworthy  of  those  who  indulge  in 
them.  And  now,  having  asked  you  to  do  all  in 
your  power  to  promote  that  essential  union 
which  must  be  the  foundation  of  all  our  national 
exertions,  I  am  here  to  remind  you,  that  a  large 
portion  of  this  assembly  at  least  is  pledged  to 
the  carrying  out  of  certain  measures,  as  a 
portion  of  the  national  policy  of  this  countiy, 
and  among  these  is  the  formation  of  a  National 
Guard— an  army  of  volunteers  of  1848." 

Now,  it  is  quite  manifest — I  have  ob- 
served on  the  words  *'  National  Guard  " — 
that  the  thing  in  Mr.  O'Brien's  contem- 
plation here  was  a  repetition  of  the  scenes 
enacted  in  Ulster  in  1782,  when  an  army 
of  volunteers  existed.  And,  gentlemen,  I 
may  just  make  the  observation  in  passing, 
that  no  counsel  will  tell  you  that  the 
existence  of  a  body  of  men  with  arms,  occa- 
sionally appearing  in  arms  in  processions, 
marchmg  with  flags,  guns,  bayonets,  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


225] 


The  Queen  against  Smith  O'Brien,  1848. 


[226 


muskets,  necessarily  constitates  high  trea-  | 
son.  If  so,  there  is  a  very  large  section 
of  my  respectable  fellow-countrymen,  | 
called  Orangemen,  who  will  all  be  sacri- 
ficed on  the  scaffold.  I  do  not  speak  of  it 
tauntingly — I  saw  in  one  place,  on  the 
12th  of  last  July,  7,000  men  in  pro- 
cession,  and  another  gentleman  saw 
40,000  men.  If,  therefore,  the  meet- 
ing of  men  with  arms,  every  man  wearing 
a  handkerchief,  and  not  a  scarf,  having 
exhibited  on  it  King  Willia/M  on  a  hug:o 
black  horse  cutting  down  his  enemies — if 
meeting  frequently  and  constantly— if  the 
possession  of  arms  would  be  proofs  of  a 
conspiracy,  then  the  Orangemen  of  the 
nortn  are  traitors.  Now  what  Mr.  O'Brien 
adverts  to  here  in  speaking  of  *'  an  army 
of  volunteers  of  1848"  is  manifestly  allud- 
ing to  a  re-constitution  of  the  volunteers 
of  1782,  who  were  the  instruments  of  such 
blessings  to  their  country. 

"I  do  not  regret,  I  confess,  that  the  Orange- 
men  of  the  north  are  obtaining  possession  of 
arms.  I  do  not  regret  that  certain  of  the 
southerns  are  obtaining  possession  of  arms. .  I 
belieye  it  to  be  the  right  of  every  Irish  citizen 
to  possess  arms ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the 
country  will  be  much  more  respected  by  Eng- 
land, and  by  mankind  in  general,  when  every 
Irishman  possesses  arms.*' 

Well,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  propriety 
of  that  sentiment,  or,  if  not  its  propriety, 
its  legality.  Now,  he  speaks  oi  the  con- 
duct which  the  Times  says  was  to  afford 
them  a  precedent  for  carrying  the  Beform 
Bill  in  1831. 

''I  can  only  say,  generally  at  the  present 
moment,  that  I  think  it  necessary  that  in  each 
district  of  Ireland  there  should  be  discovered  a 
list  of  those  who  are  willing,  in  the  face  of  day, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  authorities,  to  iniQ- 
cate  if  it  be  necessary,  to  Sir  George  Grey,  or 
Lord  Clarendon,  their  intention,  should  the  cir- 
onmstances  of  the  country  require  it,  to  appear 
in  a  given  day  in  arms.'* 

Then  he  speaks  of  the  Volunteers,  and  the 
National  Council  of  Three  Hundred,  which 
is  only  a  stale  repetition  of  what  0*Connell 
proposed.  He  then  talks  of  endeavouring 
to  coalesce  with  the  late  Conciliation  Hall 
pai'ty,  and  exhorts  them  to  abstain  from 
entering  into  secret  societies,  and  to  ab- 
stain from  intoxicating  drink. 

In  the  annals  of  the  criminal  law  there 
is  no  instance  where  such  a  speech  as 
that  has  been  read  against  a  man  on 
trial  for  such  a  crime  as  this.  There 
is  then  this  passage,  which  I  believe  I 
may  pass  on  to — 

'  Another  suggestion  which  I  have  to  offer  to 
the  ooontry  is,  that  the  peasantry  in  the  country, 
even  the  humblest  of  them,  should  make  pre- 
parations for  the  effective  tillage  of  the  land 


daring  the  ensiling  year ;  and  that  they  should 
endeavour — I  am  not  sure  whether  the  word  is 
what  they  call  *  legal'— that  they  should  en- 
deavour to  provide,  before  next  August,  what  is 
called  '  a  good  commissariat'  '* 

Now^  I  am  obliged  to  the  Attorney- 
Oeneral  for  reading  that  speech  to  you; 
and  why  am  I  obliged  to  him  p  I  do  not 
speak  thi)  in  the  language  of  disrespect ; 
it  shows  the  conviction  of  his  mind,  that 
his  case  without  these  speeches  was 
feeble  and  unsustainable. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  now  to  explain  to 
you  what  next  took  place.  The  Con- 
federation ceased  to  exist.  The  great  dis- 
cussion between  it  and  Conciliation  Hall 
was  brought  to  a  close  by  a  combination 
amongst  the  members  of  both  associations. 
They  agreed  to  form  a  new  association,  the 
Iiish  League.  The  Confederation  ceased 
to  exist  in  June — about  the  2 1st  of  June. 
The  council  of  the  Confederation  existed 
till  the  first  week  in  July;  and  thence- 
forward the  Irish  League  was  the  common 
ground  on  which  all  parties  of  repealers 
met— those  who  were  for  moral  force,  and 
thoso  who  were  for  physical  force;  but 
all  agreeing  in  carrying  out  the  question 
of  repeal.  There  were  also  bodies  of  men 
called  clubs,  of  which  you  have  heard. 
They  were  local  associations  of  different 
persons  scattered  over  the  towns  and  the 
metropolis;  and  their  work  was  to  act 
separately  and  apart  from  the  League. 
They  had  existed  for  some  time.  It  was 
broadly  asserted  in  Dublin  that  their  ob- 
ject— in  particular  marking  them  out, 
contradistinguishing  them  from  the  Con- 
federation— was,  by  anarchy  and  civil  war, 
to  accomplish  the  repeal  of  the  union,  and 
to  destroy  property.  The  presidents  of 
these  cluDS,  and  persons  interested  in 
them,  resolved  to  hold  a  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  and  debating 
the  question  of  passing  public  resolu- 
tions to  be  giren  to  the  world  in  the 
papers.  Accordingly,  on  the  15th  of  July, 
a  meeting,  of  which  you  may  remember 
to  have  heard  by  the  witness  Dobbyn,  of 
persons  connected  with  the  clubs,  was 
held  in  D'Olier  Street.  Having  accom- 
plished the  object  they  had  in  view,  they 
passed  the  resolutions,  which  were  signed 
by  the  president  of  eveiy  club  then  exist- 
ing, or  known  to  exist  in  Dublin;  and 
those  resolutions  were  published  the  next 
day,  in  the  very  next  numbers  of  the 
papers.  I  call  your  attention  to  the 
avowed,  open,  public  resolutions  moved 
by  Mr.  O'Brien — 

*'  The  systematic  efforts  made  by  writers  in 
the  pay  of  the  British  Government,  to  cause  it 
to  be  believed  that  the  repeal  clubs  of  Ireland 
are  organized  for  the  purpose  of  pillage  and 
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massacre,  and  for  the  overthrow  of  religion  and 
social  order,  render  it  expedient  that  we  should 
define  the  real  objects  of  the  club  organization  ; 
be  it  therefore  resolved  and  declared  that  the 
purposes  and  ends  of  our  organisation  are  the 
overthrow  of  the  power  of  the  British  legislation 
in  this  island." 

Nobody  would  venture  to  hint  to  yon 
that  there  is  proof  of  treason  in  that. 

Next— 

"  That  while  we  are  firmly  resolved  to  abstain 
in  our  political  capacity  from  any  interference  in 
matters  of  a  religious  or  sectarian  character,  we 
are  not  the  less  desirous  that  religion  should  be 
upheld,  and  the  legitimate  influence  of  its 
ministers  maintained  in  its  integrity. 

"That  so  far  from  desiring  to  overthrow 
social  order  and  to  subject  our  country  to 
universal  anarchy,  our  first  anxiety  has  been, 
and  is,  to  secure  the  legislative  independence  of 
our  country  with  the  least  possible  injury  to 
any  class  of  its  inhabitants ;  and  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  these  our  designs,  we  hope  to  put 
an  end  for  ever  to  the  sufferings  and  the  disorders 
which  have  never  ceased  to  afflict  our  people 
under  the  sway  of  Britain.*' 

Those  are  the  published  resolutions, 
and  they  are  signed  by  Mr.  Dillon  and 
yarions  other  members  of  these  clubs, 
amongst  yrhich  there  is  no  such  club 
mentioned  as  "The  Red-hand  Olub." 

On  July  19th  there  was  a  meeting 
of  persons  connected  with  clubs  to  con- 
sider what  they  ought  to  do  in  reference 
to  the  proclamation  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant with  respect  to  arms ;  and  a  reso- 
lution was  passed  in  favour  of  what  he 
termed  ^'pasaivereeistanes,**  The  Attorn^- 
General  professes  to  prove  that  Mr. 
O'Brien  unequivocally  and  distinctly  es- 
tablished his  guilty  treasonable  intent 
in  his  speech  on  that  day  to  the  Irish 
League.  £Cotmselproceeded  to  comment 
on^is  speech.]  He  cannot  have  meant 
treason  when  he  began  by  proposing 
three  priests  as  members  of  the  League. 
After  alluding  to  the  welcome  he  had 
received  in  Kerry  and  Cork,  and  the 
large  meetings  throughout  the  country, 
which  were  no  more  treasonable  than 
those  in  0  ConneWs  time,  ho  says — 

"And  now  you  must  not  expect  to  hear 
from  roe  any  exciting  topics  here  to-ni^ht,  I 
am  fully  resolved  not  to  bring  myself,  if  it  be 
possible,  within  the  operation  of  the  Felony  Act." 

He  proceeds— 

*<I  owe  it  also  to  the  gentlemen  who  have 
entered  into  association  with  us  to  fulfil  the 
pledge,  by  which  I  consider  myself  bound,  on 
entering  this  Irish  League,  that  we  will,  until 
we  find  all  constitutional  methods  exhausted. 


through  the  agency  of  tins  League,  unite  with 
them  in  constitutional  efforts." 

Since  the  world  began  was  there  ever 
treason  like  thisP    The  speaker  says,  I 
avow  to  the  moral-force  repealers  who 
come  here  I  will  keep  my  pledge.    This 
is  the  evidence  for  the  Crown.    You  are 
to  convict  on  this  evidence;  vou  are  to 
take  away  the  life,  fortune,  and  all  that  is 
dear   to   man,    on   this   evidence.     The 
AtUymefy-Oeneral     could      get      nothing 
stronger,  nothing  better,  nothing  more 
favourable,  nothing  more  convincing,  or, 
believe  me,  those   who   rummaged   the 
portmanteaus  of  my  client,  or  fished  out 
the  private  correspondence  of  young  and 
brave-hearted  friends,  would  have  found 
better  evidence,  if  they  could,  to  get  a 
conviction  from  a  reluctant  jury  against 
the  honest  feelings  of  their  nature.    I 
condemn  this  evidence.    I  say  it  would 
not  be  attempted  in  England.    I  know  it 
would  not.    What  do  a  noble  and  free 
people  care  about  an  Attomey'Oeneral? 
An  English  jury  would  not  convict  Ha/rdy, 
would  not  convict  Home  Tooke,  on  all 
their  writings ;  and  after  the  judge  told 
them  to  convict,  acquitted  them  in  ei^ht 
m  inu tes.    Does  Mr.  Attorney'  General  thmk 
this  will  be  endured  by  those  accustomed 
to  freedom  in  this  country  P    I  say  it  is 
unconstitutional  to  drag  such  a  speech 
into  this  case ;  to  pick  out  an  indiscreet 
phrase  and  call  it  treason.    I  must  com- 
ment on  it ;  I  must  find  out  the  treason 
if  I  can.    I  put  it  to  the  honest  heart  of 
every  gentleman  who  hears  me,  whether 
he  will  ti^e  awav  the  life  of  Mr.  WiUiam 
Smith  O'Brien  because   he   has    spoken 
more  moderately,  more  temperately,  more 
discreetly,  than  the  men  who  have  placed 
my   learned   fHend — and  I  admit   with 
credit  to  himself— in  the  ofiice  that  he 
holds  P    (Applause.) 

BLA.CKBURNE,  L.O.J. :  Any  intimation  of 
feeling,  or  breach  of  decorum,  must  be 
repressed  by  the  Court. 

iCounsel  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  rest 
of  die  speech.  He  requested  people  of 
Dublin  not  to  make  the  Proclamation 
under  the  Arms  Act  the  occasion  of  a 
general  collision.  He  protested  that  the 
men  who  had  been  arrested  should  not 
be  tried  by  packed  juries,  as  in  Mitchel*$ 
case,  a  proceeding  against  which  Lord 
John  RmseU  protested  in  O'OonneWs  case. 
He  predicted  that  their  transportation 
would  send  the  funds  down  twenty  per 
cent.] 

*'  Now,  gentlemen,  there  are  many  topics  upon 
which  I  would  wish  to  address  you  with  free- 
dom, but  I  feel  that  we  are  now  making  agreat  ex- 
periment, in  which  we  must  keep  teiSi  with  those 
who  have  entered  this  association.     I  see  many 
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men  before  me  eminently  to  be  respected,  whose 
opinions  deserve  all  the  attention  which  the 
weight  of  experience,  and  position,  and  virtue, 
and  patriotism  can  give.  Thej  came  here  to 
co-operate  with  ns,  not  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing any  sanguinary  revolution,  but  they  came 
here  to  see  by  a  last  experiment  what  may  be 
the  power  obtained  by  concentrating  into  one 
focus  the  whole  will  of  the  Irish  nation." 

Mr.  0*Br%en  disavows  in  that  sentence, 
as  clearly  as  man  can,  that  there  was  an 
intent  of  a  sanguinary  revolution  to  ac- 
complish any  purpose ;  and  he  says  that  a 
number  of  honourable  gentlemen  entered 
into  that  association  on  that  principle, 
with  whom  good  faith  must  be  kept — 

"  On  the  other  hand,  let  it  not  be  supposed 
that  any  man  in  joining  this  association  is  called 
upon  to  enter  into  any  pledge  that  he  will  forego 
his  rights  of  manhood.  For  my  part  I  confess, 
thou«i  I  am  of  a  peaceable  disposition,  that  I 
should  not  have  been  a  party  to  the  formation 
of  this  League,  if  I  felt  myself  in  any  degree 
whatsoever  fettered  in  regard  to  any  ultimate 
contingences  that  may  arise  in  vindicating  the 
honour  and  the  rights  of  this  country. 

"  But  I  am  contented  to  act  in  the  League 
with  those  men  who  are  desirous  to  try  every 
experiment  that  can  be  made  of  another 
character " 

That  means  that  a  long  course  of  con- 
stitutional action  was  then  anticipated. 
He  proceeded  to  advocate  the  formation 
of  clubs  throughout  the  country,  indepen- 
dent of  the  League,  and  for  which  the 
L^M^e  was  not  to  be  responsible. 

That,  gentlemen,  is  the  entire  of  this 
speech.  I  submit,  with  great  respect, 
that  you  would  cut  off  your  right 
hand  before  you  would  find  a  verdict 
of  guilty  on  «uch  a  speech  as  that.  Not 
merely  would  you  find  a  verdict  of 
not  guilty,  but  you  would  say  it  covers 
the  whole  case  of  the  Attorney' General 
with  doubt,  suspicion,  and  distrust; 
for  if  a  gentleman  utters  these  sensible 
opinions,  these  perfectly  legal  doc- 
trines, these  constitutional  views,  on 
the  1^  of  July,  it  is  impossible  for  you 
to  believe  that  he  had  at  that  time,  when 
he  avows  his  determination  of  going  to 
Kilkenny  with  a  body  of  Dublin  citizens, 
to  hold  a  public  meeting,  an  intention  of 
returning  back  after  it  was  held  with  the 
resolution  of  breaking  out  into  open  con- 
flict with  her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  her 
officers. 

Gentlemen,  you  have  observed  that  in 
speaking  of  these  meetings,  I  have  pur- 
posely abstained  from  considering  the 
evidence  given  by  Dohbyn,  I  have  not 
spoken  of  the  colouring  which  he  gave  to 
tne  meeting  of  the  dubs  on  the  15th,  to 
the  d^y^rineeting  At  f^nother  place  to  con- 


sider what  should  be  done  with  the  procla- 
mation, nor  to  the  challenge  which  Mr. 
Attorney' General  threw  out,  as  I  see  by 
the  report,  to  explain,  the  Council  of 
Twenty-one,  and  the  Council  of  Five. 
Nor  do  I  intend  to  do  so  at  present.  You 
will  permit  me  to  proceed  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  evidence  given  on  the  part  of 
the  Attorney-General  through  the  different 
stages  of  tne  case,  which  rested  on  the 
speeches  and  the  acts  of  the  League  and 
the  Confederation;  and  I  shall  leave 
my  consideration  of  the  informer  and 
his  evidence  till  another  stage  in  the 
case. 

[Counsel  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  evi- 
dence relatmg  to  the  last  week  in  July. 
The  first  eleven  witnesses  might  be  briefly 
dismissed.  They  proved  the  arrest  and  the 
finding  of  the  portmanteau. 

No  sane  man  with  a  trunk  full  of  trea- 
sonable papers  would  have  told  the  police 
where  it  was.  Mr.  Gore  Jones  pledged 
himself  to  restore  the  portmanteau  to  Mr. 
O'Brien,  and  then  violated  his  pledge. 
Counsel  read  Mr.  O'Brien* b  letter  to  the 
Under-Seeretary,  and  stated  that  the  port- 
manteau had  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
police  on  an  honourable  understanding, 
guaranteed  by  General  Macdonald  and 
Mr.  Gore  Jones,  that  he  should  receive 
it  as  delivered  to  them,  and  the  Under- 
Secretary's  reply  stating  that  the  docu- 
ments, which  were  of.  a  public  character, 
could  not  be  restored. 

Counsel  proceeded  to  argue  that  it  was 
impossible  to  hold  Mr.  O'Brien  responsible 
for  the  documents  in  the  portmanteau, 
which  might  have  been  put  there  during 
the  longtime  it  was  out  of  his  possession. 
The  evidence  of  the  next  witnesses  was 
immaterial.  They  spoke  of  four  hundred 
papers  removed  from  D'Olier  Street.  If 
any  of  these  had  been  in  the  prisoner's 
handwriting,  they  would  have  been  given 
in  evidence.  Mr.  O'Brien  left  Dublin 
openly  on  July  22nd,  in  order,  it  would 
be  shown,  to  spend  a  few  days  with  Mr. 
Maker,  D.L.,  at  his  house,  a  few  miles 
from  Ennisoorthy,  and  arrived  there  on 
the  22nd.I 

Meanwhile,  gentlemen,  the  news,  as 
Mr.  AUomev-General  told  you,  of  the  sus- 
pension  of  tne  Habeas  Oorpus  Act  arrived 
m  Dublin,  and  there  was,  inpoint  of  fact, 
placarded  at  the  office  of  lyie  Freeman's 
Journal  a  notification  that  Mr.  O'Brien 
would  be  instantly  arrested.  Now  that  is 
a  cardinal  fact  in  this  case ;  that  occurred 
after  he  left  town — he  had  no  notifi- 
cation of  it;  he  had  no  idea  it  would 
occur.  Accordingly,  the  two  young  gen- 
tlemen, Mr.  IHll(m  and  Mr.  Meagher,  who 
had  dined — certainly  not  in  the  spirit  of 
traitors— with  Mr.  O'Hara,  thought  they 
would  go  down  ftnd  give  to  Mr.  O'Brien^ 
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whom  they  knew  was  on  a  visit  to  Mr. 
Maker,  a  notification  that  it  was  very 
probable  he  would  be  arrested.  That  was, 
and  is,  the  simple  truth  of  the  whole 
matter ;  and  at  an  early  hour  between  the 
night  or  morninfif  these  two  young  gentle- 
men arriyed,  and  disturbed  the  house,  in 
order  that  they  might  inform  Mr.  CyBrien 
that  he  would  be  arrested.  When  Mr. 
0*Brien  heard  the  news  he  immediately 
sought  out  Mr.  Maker,  and  said  that  no- 
thing would  be  more  disagreeable  than 
that  he  should  be  arrested  in  his  house, 
and  that  therefore  he  should  leave  i  and, 
certainly,  although  he  had  intended  to 
leave  him  on  Sunday,  nothing  oould  be 
more  natural. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Maker,  not  intending 
to  further*  the  revolution,  sent  him  to 
Enniscorthy  in  his  carriage  so  far  on  the 
way.  Totally  unarmed,  and  unprovided 
with  means,  this  traitor  who  haa  then  a 
fixed  design  of  engaging  in  war  with  the 
Queen  left  Mr.  Maher^e  house.  When  he 
was  deposited  at  Enniscortby,  he  made  a 
speech ;  and  henceforward  we  have  a 
body  of  polioe  of  all  ranks  and  degrees — 
we  have  the  full  constable,  the  sergeant, 
and  the  corporal— all  transformed  into 
reporters,  and  undertaking  to  swear  to 
speeches  which  they  put  mto  their  in- 
formations seven  or  eight  weeks  after 
they  heard  them  delivered.  We  begin 
now  to  consider  the  speeches  of  Mr. 
O^Brien;  and  it  is  our  duty  lo  consider 
each  sta^e  of  the  transaction,  instead  of 
running  over  the  mass  of  witnesses  in  a 
heap,  just  to  see  step  by  step  where  the 
treason  be^;an. 

Now,  it  IB  right  you  should  understand 
at  the  outset  of  this  part  of  the  case  what 
1  contend  for,  and  then  we  can  apply  the 
evidence  to  that  as  we  proceed.  I  say  the 
ruling  object  of  Mr.  0*Brien*a  mind'  was 
to  escape  arrest.  I  say  eve^  speech  he 
made  rrom  his  speech  at  Enniscorthy, 
to  the  last  speech  proved  by  Oonstabie 
Carroll,  expressed  the  same  idea.  If  in  a 
case  of  high  treason,  against  all  the  law 
which  I  have  read  to  you,  against  all  the 
opinions  of  the  wisest  men  that  ever  lived 
or  ever  wrote,  the  hasty,  unguarded,  mis- 
reported  casual  speeches  of  any  individual 
are  to  be  treasured  up  by  a  jury  as  proofs 
of  guilt,  the  judge  will  tell  yon,  when  he 
charges,  they  are  not  overt  acts  of  treason ; 
that  is  clear.  Intolerable  despotism  is  at 
an  end .  llieref ore,  unless  they  are  aocom  - 
panied  by  an  act  done,  they  are  mere  idle 
words,  and  should  not  have  any  weight 
with  you  in  the  consideration  of  the  case. 
If  accompanied  by  an  act  done,  I  admit, 
they  are  evidence  against  the  prisoner, 
always  reserving  to  myself  the  right  to 
comment  upon  the  character  of  the  per- 
son who  reports  them,  upon  the  nature  of 


the  evidence  he  gives,  and  upon  the  pro- 
bability of  the  story  which  he  tells. 

There  is  nothing  treasonable  in  the 
speeches  at  Enniscorthy,  which  all  allude 
to  the  prospect  of  his  arrest.  He  says  ho 
does  not  know  but  that  the  police  had  a 
warrant  for  his  arrest,  and  calls  on  the 
people  to  be  prepared  for  an  emergency. 
Then  Mr.  Meagker  talked  of  planting  the 
flag  of  liberty  on  CGonneWa  tomb,  and 
Mr.  DiUon,  according  to  the  police,  said 
the  Wexford  men  were  not  good  for 
speeches  or  meetings,  but  that  they  wei  e 
all  brave  and  determined — they  had  all  a 
gun  in  a  comer  and  kept  their  powder 
dry,  and  were  sure  to  hit  tbe  mark.  They 
have  a  toast  like  that  in  the  North.  The 
expression  about  keeping  one's  powder 
dry  does  not  mean  that  a  man  is  going  to 
blow  up  the  Queen. 

We  come  to  Kilkenny ;  and,  gentlemen, 
I  approach  this  part  of  the  case  with  con- 
siderable hesitation  and  alarm.  The  revo- 
lution strengthens  apace.  The  wicked 
and  ferocious  conduct  pursued  by  the 
arch-traitor  in  Kilkenny  has  seldom  been 
surpassed  in  the  annals  of  human  wicked- 
ness. It  is  proved  that  he  walked  down 
the  streets  of  Kilkenny  quietly,  to  which 
the  policeman  objected,  with  Dr.  Cane's 
son ;  and  that  he  was  left  walking  with 
two  other  gontlemen  in  the  streets  of 
Kilkenny.  And  then  up  came  Edward 
Stepkens,  who  gave  a  piece  of  evidence 
which  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  in  the 
annals  of  the  criminal  law.  it  was  ushered 
in  with  all  due  solemnity  by  the  Attorney- 
Oe)ieral,  with  a  gravity  that  nothing  can 
disturb.  "  Ah !  "  said  my  learned  friend, 
"  I  will  satisfy  your  consciences  of  the 
criminal  designs  of  the  prisoner ;  he  went 
out  resolved  to  take  a  view,  in  a  military 
fashion,  of  the  whole  surrounding  country, 
to  consider  what  part  of  it  he  would  de- 
stroy, and  what  part  of  it  he  would  spare. 
And,  accordingly,  while  the  cattle  show 
was  going  on,  in  a  spirit  of  remorseless 
wickedness  that  has  no  parallel,  he  as- 
cended the  round  tower  in  Kilkenny." 
He  did ;  he  went  to  the  very  top  of  that 
round  tower,  came  down  again,  watched 
by  the  little  boy,  who  is  paid  by  the  in- 
specter  for  preserving  a  faithful  record  of 
that  awful  fact  for  the  first  law  officer  of 
the  Crown.  Henceforward  a  round  tower 
will  be  an  object  of  apprehension  and 
alarm  to  me  through  my  life ;  and  when- 
ever I  think  of  those  memorials  of  the 
faith  of  an  ancient  people,  I  shall  think  of 
Mr.  Attorney-General  and  the  law  of  high 
treason. 

[At  Gallan  Mr.  O'Brien  again  alluded 
to  his  arrest.  Mr.  Mea^gker'a  remarks  abon t 
making  Ireland  a  free  and  independent 
nation,  were  only  a  repetition  of  Mr.  O^Oon* 
neWe  words.    The  next  evidence  relates  to 
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Carrick-on-Suir.  The  witness  Coghlan 
spoke  of  Mr.  0*Br%en*8  alleged  speech, 
which  he  had  learned  hj  heart,  hat  could 
not  give  Mr.  Me^igher^s.J 

Mr.  O'Brien  was  not  thinking  of  the 
Government ;  he  was  not  thinking  of  the 
Qneen ;  of  nothing  general  or  universal ; 
it  was  partial /because  it  was  personal  and 
conBncd  to  himself,  and  the  position  in 
which  he  then  stood.    He  says — 

**  I  am  about  to  be  seized.  If  any  of  my  an- 
cestors were  about  to  be  seized,  uo  matter  by 
whom,  there  were  strong  arms  and  stout  hearts 
tbat  would  not  allow  it  You  have  strong  arms 
and  stout  hearts.  I  stand  here  and  tell  you  that 
I  want  not  place  or  emolument,  tbat  I  hare  sac- 
rificed near  and  dear  famWj  ties,  and  that  I  am 
now  determined  with  you  to  sacrifice  life  itself. 
This  is  not  the  time  for  speeching.*' 

Gentlemen,  this  sort  of  talk  is  not  treason. 
£Nor  does  Mr.  Meagher's  speech  contain 
ony  reference  to  any  definite  plan  or  dis- 
tinct movement.  The  allusion  to  French 
iirc-ships,  which  the  policeman  so  totally 
mistook,  is  only  a  reference  to  the  story  of 
the  Vengeur  in  Lama/rtvne'e  "  History  of 
the  Girondinfi."l(a) 


Thursday,  October  6, 1848. 

iWhiteaide  resumed  his  address,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  dictum  of  Lord  Hale  in  tho 

case  of  Captain  0 (6) 

<*  If  men  will  take  on  them  to  rescue  all  soldiers 
that  are  committed,  it  may  be  within  reach  of 
high  treason,  because  of  the  universality  of  the 
design  against  the  King's  authority;  but  this 
being  but  for  one  particular,  it  cannot  be  trea- 
son, but  it  is  a  rank  misdemeanour." 

Gentlemen,  we  will  now  pursue  the 
train  of  our  investigation.  I  left  off  yes- 
terday at  Carrick-on-Snir,  and  I  drew  your 
attention  to  a  lonff  speech  represented  to 
have  been  made  oy  Mr.  Meagher ^  which 
contained  language  so  very  gross,  that  I 
called  on  you  to  ousbelieve  that  he  uttered 
it.  It  is  not  likely  that  any  one  in  the 
rank  of  a  gentleman  would  apply  language 
such  as  he  is  said  to  have  used  to  the 
judges  of  the  land — it  being  at  the  same 
time  foreign  to  the  subject  matter  on 
which  he  spoke.  In  very  many  cases  this 
sort  of  evidence  has  been  attempted  to  be 
given  to  swell  ont  a  charge  of  high  treason. 
Now,  for  example,  in  the  memorable  case 
in  my  hand,  in  which  the  Attorney ^Chneral 
behaved  in  a  very  different  manner  to  that 
in  which  things  are  now  conducted,  there 
was  a  society  existing  in  London,  which 
Lord  Eldan,  then  at  the  bar,  thought  he 
might  make  out  to  be  treasonable.    He 


(a) 
(6) 


Vol.  8,  p.  405. 
1  Ventr.  250. 


arrested  every  man  belonging  to  it,  and 
immediately  proceeded  to  try  them  for  trea- 
son. There  were  many  documents  and 
speeches  of  this  nature— calling  the  House 
of  Commons  a  ''  a  scoundrel  house,"  vilify- 
ing the  House  of  Peers,  declaring  *' there 
was  no  use  in  seeking  justice  from  them," 
and  all  to  that  effect.  On  the  person,  or  in 
the  house  of  Hardy,  was  discovered  this 
kind  of  production,  which  will  show  the 
character  of  the  evidence  on  which  it  was 
sought  to  spell  out  high  treason : — 

"  Why  should  we  vainly  waste  our  prime, 
Repeating  our  oppressions  ? 
Come  rouse  to  arms,  'tis  now  the  time 

To  panish  past  transgressions. 
'Tis  said  that  Kings  can  do  no  wrong. 

Their  mnrd'rous  deeds  deny  it ; 
And  since  from  us  their  power  has  sprung, 
We  have  the  right  to  try  it. 

Come  rouse  to  arms,  &c. 

''  The  starving  wretch  who  steals  for  bread. 
But  seldom  meets  compassion, 
And  shall  a  crown  preserve  the  head 

Of  him  who  robs  a  nation  ? 
Such  partial  laws  we  all  despise. 

See  Gallia*s  bright  example ; 
The  glorious  light  before  our  eyes, 
We'll  on  every  tyrant  trample. 
Come  rouse,  &c.,  &c. 

**  Proud  Bishops  next  we  will  translate 

Among  pnest-crafted  martyrs ; 

The  guillotine  on  Peers  shall  wait. 

And  Knights  we*ll  hang  in  garters  i 
These  Despots  long  have  trod  us  down. 

And  Judges  are  their  engines ; 
These  wretched  minions  of  a  crown 
Demand  a  people's  vengeance. 
Come  ronse,  &o.,  &c. 

*•  Our  Juries  are  a  venal  pack, 
See  Justice  topsy-turvy ; 
On  Freedom's  cause  they've  turned  a  back 

Of  Englishmen  unworthy. 
The  glorious  work  but  once  begun. 
We'll  cleanse  the  Augean  stable, 
A  moment  lost,  and  we're  undone. 
Come  strike  while  we  are  able. 
Come  rouse,  &c.,  &c. 

"  The  golden  age  will  then  revive, 
Each  roan  shall  be  a  brother. 

Fraternization ! 

In  peace  aod  harmony  we'll  live. 

And  share  the  world  together ; 
In  virtue  train'd,  enlightened  youth 

Will  love  each  fellow  creature. 
And  future  a^es  read  this  truth. 

That  man  is  good  by  nature. 
Come  rouse,  &c.,  &c 

Now,  there  are  many  documents  of  that 
kind  found,  the  case  fills  a  volume.  How 
did  the  then  AttameV' General  proceed  P 
He  got  the  secretary  of  the  association  and 
the  officers,  put  them  on  the  table,  and 
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examined  thorn  to  get  at  the  true  history 
of  Che  association.  That  was  the  fairest 
coarse  which  any  man  conld  possibly  take. 
It  is  perfectly  trae,  Hardy  and  his  allies 
did  say  many  things  whion  ought  not  to 
have  been  said,  and  wrote  many  things 
which  ought  not  to  have  been  written, 
that  were  gross,  scandalous,  and  false,  but 
still  their  advocate  succeeded  in  satisfying 
a  jury  that  it  was  not  a  case  of  high  trea- 
son. There  is  a  curious  circumstance  re- 
corded of  that  trial .  The  AUomey-  General 
took  five  days  to  make  out  the  case  ;  and 
it  is  reported  that  one  of  the  English 
jurors  said,  when  he  went  to  consider, 
that  he  would  never  convict  a  man  of  hi^h 
treason  when  it  took  a  week  to  prove  him 
guilty. 

The  next  evidence  relates  to  Mullina- 
hone  on  July  25th,  where  war  is  said  to 
have  been  first  levied.  Now  it  is  worth 
observing,  that  whatever  took  place  in 
Mullinahone,  no  living  human  being  of 
that  town  has  been  produced  to  prove 
it;  no  inhabitant,  no  resident,  no  shop- 
keeper, no  householder.  The  evidence 
in  relation  to  Mullinahone  consists  of 
two  particidars — what  is  called  marching 
up  and  down  the  streets,  and  the  visit 
to  the  jK)lice  barrack.  You  just  hear 
of  a  pnest  appearing  for  a  moment  to 
protect,  as  it  were,  the  civil  power, 
and  save  them  from  destruction,  and 
then  he  vanishes.  The  chapel  bell  is 
rung,  which  one  would  suppose  would 
waken  his  reverence  to  what  was  going 
on,  and  yet  he  is  never  called  to  explain 
to  us  any  thing  which  took  place.  His 
evidence  would  have  been  received  with 
respect,  for  we  must  suppose  that  he  is  a 
man  of  truth ;  and  it  is  never  to  be  for- 
gotten, that  to  poll  the  constabulary,  one 
after  another,  who  drew  up  their  informa- 
tions as  to  words,  six  or  eight  weeks  after 
the  transaction  occurred,  is  not  a  satis- 
factory kind  of  evidence  on  which  exclu- 
sively to  rely.  There  were  then  about — 
how  many  do  you  suppose  when  the  revo- 
lution  began  P — twenty  persons  present. 
In  the  evening  at  Wright's  there  wore 
about  two  hundred  persons  present,  and 
then  Williams  reports  this  speech — 

"  Mr.  O'Brien  said  that  a  warraDt  was  out  for 
hit}  arrest,  and  if  taken,  he  thought  he  should  be 
hanged.  He  wished  to  ascertain  from  the  peo- 
ple whether  it  was  their  wish  that  he  should 
t«urrender  himself;  if  not,  he  was  prepared  to 
resist  anv  attempt  that  might  be  made  to  arrest 
him.  \Lr.  O'Brien  saw  witness  and  said  thnt  he 
had  no  anxiety  whatever  to  shoot  a  policeman  ; 
that  he  had  a  great  respect  for  them,  that  he 
wished  the  people  to  treat  them  with  every 
degree  of  courtesy  and  civility  ;  in  fact  to  treat 
them  as  brothers  till  they  shall  merit  the  con- 
trary, and  then  to  meet  them  openly,  but  by  no 
means,** 


— mark  these  words — 

"  but  bv  no  means  to  take  any  advantage  of 

them.** ' 

That  is,  not  to  be  guilty  of  an  act  of 
cruelty  or  treachery  towards  them. 

'*  He  then  said  there  would  be  another  form  of 
government  in  less  than  six  weeks— all  vacan- 
cies would  then  be  filled  by  Irishmen.** 

The  witness  in  passing  says,  '*  that  is  not 
in  my  information.'*  Now  just  weigh  that 
single  admission  of  the  witness.  Why, 
that  will  be  a  happy  day,  whenever  itj 
arrives,  with  regard  to  the  poor  law  and 
all  the  other  establishments  of  the  oounury. 
That  last  sentence,  if  Mr.  O'Brien  over 
spoke  it,  means  that  when  there  was  an 
Irish  administration,  such  as  he  had 
always  contended  for,  the  situations  and 
vacancies  in  this  country  would  be  filled  by 
Irishmen. 

Now,  gentlemen,  as  to  what  they  called 
"marching  in  the  street."  0' Sullivan 
says  "he  saw  Mr.  O'Brien  marching 
tbroueh  the  streets,  that  other  persons 
walked  with  him."  Then  he  is  pressed  to 
tell  in  what  manner  they  walked,  and  he 
says,  "  two  deep."  That  is  not  proof  of 
treason  or  any  crime — and  that  is  all  the 
proof — unless  connected  with  some  trea- 
sonable purpose.  He  describes  the  crowd 
after  dark  as  altogether  about  five  thou- 
sand men.  The  other  witnesses  to  the 
same  transaction  say,  perhaps  two  thou- 
sand. Now,  he  says  he  saw  people  g[0  up 
and  down  the  street,  and  he  says,  which  I 
thoroughly  admit  to  be  possible— for  it  is 
quite  consistent  with  my  case,  from  first 
to  last — that  armed  people  were  about 
Wright's  house.  One  of  the  witnesses 
said  *'  Mr.  O'Brien  wished  to  be  guarded 
that  he  might  not  be  arrested."  To  what- 
ever point  we  turn  in  this  transaction,  the 
idea  is  paramount  in  the  mind  of  Mr. 
O'Brien,  that  he  would  be  arrested. 

[The  policemen's  account  of  the  visit  to 
the  police  barrack  and  the  demand  for 
their  arms  cannot  be  relied  upon.  There 
were  only  six  men  in  the  barrack,  and  it 
would  ha?e  been  easy  for  him  to  take  their 
arms  by  force.  He  can  never  have  said, 
*'  Follow  me  to  Oallan,  and  I  will  plaoe 
you  under  pay " ;  or,  **  that  a  barrack 
would  be  attacked  that  day  with  five  hun- 
dred men  in  it."  He  was  not  going  to 
Oallan,  and  it  has  been  proved  that  no 
police  barrack  in  the  county  has  five  hun- 
dred men— six  or  eight  is  about  the  num- 
ber in  the  out-stations,  and  forty  or  fifty 
would  be  a  very  large  number.  Nor  did 
Mr.  O'Brien  sav,  **  he  would  give  him  an 
hoar  to  consider  of  his  proposition,  and 
when  the  hour  arrived  he  would  have  five 
hundred  men  up  there  with  him."  No 
attempt  of  the   kind  was   made.     The 
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police  waited  for  some  hours,  and  then 
departed  without  being  molested.] 

The  entire  transaction  lasted  two  minutes. 
The  levying  of  war  began  and  ended  in 
two  minutes,  putting  the  title  of  Queen 
Victoria  to  the  crown  in  imminent 
jeopardy.  Two  minutes !  I  ask  you,  can 
you  beUeye  seriously  that  that  is  proof  of 
this  overt  act  of  high  treason  P 

IMr.  0*Brien'8  alleged  spear  was  only 
a  walking  stick,  the  sash  turns  out  to 
have  been  a  Scotch  shawl,  and  the  cap 
was  the  cap  of  the  '82  Club,  like  that 
which  O^ConneU  often  wore.  Counsel 
proceeded  to  comment  on  the  evidence  as 
to  Ballingarry*  ^s  before,  Mr.  O'Brien's 
speeches  were  all  directed  to  protecting 
mmself  from  arrest,  and  this  was  the  ex- 
planation of  the  body  guard.  The  evi- 
dence about  drilling  was  contradictory  and 
absurd.  Egan  saw  no  drilling.  Spwiroto 
gives  an  extraordinary  account  of  the  men 
with  gurs  going  into  a  house  and  present- 
ing them  out  of  the  door,  and  then  coming 
out  again — house-drilling  the  Attorney' 
Oeneral  called  it.  He  also  stated  that 
Meagher  appointed  a  man  called  Cormack 
commander  of  the  mob,  and  that  they 
all  went  off  to  £rien's  Cross,  where  they 
dispersed,  and  Mr.  O'Brien  went  on  his 
way.  BwrJce's  account  of  the  drilling  was 
that  Mr.  O'Brien  ordered  the  men  with 
firearms  to  go  into  a  garden,  and  cock 
their  guns  while  the  pikemen  stayed  on 
the  road.  The  two  accounts  are  noc  to  be 
reconciled.] 

We  are  now  arrived  at  Thursday,  the 
27th  of  July,  the  very  eve  of  the  close 
of  the  whole  transaction,  and  where  is  the 
evidence  of  marobing  against  the  Queen  P 
Mr.  O'Brien  stepped  on  the  outside  car. 
Where  is  the  army  P  It  is  gone.  Where 
is  the  body-jguardP  Dismissed.  Where 
is  the  leader  r  He  gets  an  outside  cai*  to 
drive  to  a  hotel  at  Killenaule,  where  he 
can  sleep  comfortably  for  the  night. 

And  now  we  come  to  the  incident  at  Kil- 
lenaule on  Fridav,  which  explains  the  whole 
of  what  occurred,  and  makes  it  absolutely, 
utterly,  and  morally  impossible  to  impute 
to  Mr.  O'Brien,  from  what  passed,  the  guilt 
of  treason.  The  witness  Matthew  states  that 
he  saw  two  officers  suddenly  drive  up 
in  a  gig ;  they  passed  through  the  town. 
After  the  officers  passed  through  the 
town,  the  barricade  began  to  be  made. 
Mr.  O'Brien  does  not  direct  the 
people  to  make  that  barricade;  he  is 
at  the  hotel  door  when  seen  by  these 
witnesses ;  and  the  barricade  is  made  at 
the  other  end  of  the  town  towards  the 
turnpike.  Why  was  it  made?  The  very 
instant  the  people  saw  two  officers  i)assing 
through  the  town,  they  were  certain  that 
the  military  were  coming  to  apprehend 
Mr.  O'Brien,  and  wishing  to  protect  him, 


what  is  it  they  get  P  Turf-carts,  oars,  bits 
of  stick,  whatever  they  could  pick  up  and 
set  on  the  road.  That,  says  Mr.  Attorney- 
General,  is  high  treason.  I  deny  it ; 
point  blank,  I  deny  it.  I  deny  that  a 
sudden  act,  done  by  men  under  the  im- 
pulse of  the  moment,  to  prevent  the  ar- 
rest of  a  man,  was  ever  held,  or  will  be 
held,  to  be  high  treason.  But  observe 
what  follows.  The  witness  adds,  that 
the  timber  and  the  turf  were  suddenW 
throw  n  down.  He  saw  Dillon  conduct  and, 
I  think,  cheer  the  officer  through  the  town. 
The  whole  thing  occupied  twenty  minutes. 

But,  according  to  Parsons,  some  of  the 
people  at  the  barricade  declared,  "they 

would  kill  all  the  "  b soldiers."    There 

are  no  such  words  in  his  information 
which  was  made  shortly  after  the  transac- 
tion occurred.  Captain  Longmore  tells  the 
truth  of  the  transaction.  A  person,  I  be- 
lieve it  was  Dillon,  said  to  Captain  Long- 
more,  **  I  understand  the  troops  are  merely 
passing  thi'ongh  this  town  j  but  Smith 
O'Brien  is  here,  and  the  people  are  de- 
termined to  resist  his  arrest."  Dillon 
then  asked,  **  Have  you  a  warrant  to  ar- 
rest Smith  O'Brien  ?  "  Captain  Longmore 
replied,  **  No,  I  have  not.'^  "  Then  pass 
on";  and  he  states  that  the  barricade 
was  at  once  removed,  by  the  orders  of 
that  person,  and  the  troops  were  courte- 
ously conducted  through  the  town.  Why, 
they  were  in  the  power  of  the  people.  I 
thank  the  Attorney » Oeneral  for  this  evi- 
dence ;  it  puts  him  out  of  court  up  to  this 
moment.  I  rely  on  it  as  the  most  potent 
evidence  that  could  l>e  given  on  the  part 
of  the  prisoner. 

Pemberty's  evidence  that  Mr.  O'Brien 
said,  that  if  the  Mining  Company  resisted 
him,  he  would  take  possession  of  the  col- 
lieries and  have  Ireland  free  in  a  week, 
belongs  to  a  most  dangerous  class  of 
evidence,  that  of  casual,  unexpected 
private  conversations.  It  is  not  corrobo- 
rated ;  Mr.  O'Brien  never  took  any  steps 
to  carry  out  such  a  threat.  His  mind  was 
full  of  the  idea  of  impending  arrest,  and 
he  was  anxious  that  the  colliers  who  had 
supported  him  should  not  be  thrown  out 
of  work. 

Now,  gentlemen,  we  come  to  the  impor- 
tant evidence  of  Lamphier,  another  agent 
of  the  Miniuff  Company,  which  brings 
us  to  Boulagh  Common  on  Friday,  the 
28th  of  July.  We  have  now  arrived  at 
the  most  critical  moment  of  the  trans* 
action,  if  my  argument  is  good  for  any 
thing  at  all. 

Gentlemen,  ho  says  that  Mr.  O'Brien 
made  a  speech,  and  that  he  declared  there 
was  a  proclamation  out  for  his  arrest. 
You  see  there  is  the  same  idea  in  his  mind 
everywhere,  according  to  the  unanimous 
testimony  of  all  the  witnesses.    He  does 
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not  say,  ''Attack  the  Queen,  kill  the 
troopa,  seize  Clonmel,  blow  np  the 
barracks";  but  ** There  is  a  proclama- 
tion out  for  my  arrest,  and  it*  you  will 
protect  me,  and  arm,  Ireland  will  be  free 
m  a  fortnight."  If  you  protect  me !  show- 
ing that  the  thing  he  aimed  at  was  per- 
sonal protection  for  himself;  and  as  to  his 
saying  that  **  Ireland  will  be  free  in  a 
fortnight,"  did  he  say  what  he  meant  by 
the  country  being  free  ?  No,  he  did  not. 
Mr.  0*ConneU  would  have  been  hung  a 
hundred  times,  if  saying  Ireland  would  be 
independent  and  free,  or  how  that  inde- 
pendence was  to  be  accomplished,  was 
eyidence  of  high  treason.  Mr.  Meagher 
said  Ireland  would  be  free  in  a  fortnight. 
Mr.  Dillon  said  if  they  would  only  arm  to 
protect  Mr.  O'Brien,  they  were  to  be  free 
— ^when  P  In  six  months.  So,  according 
to  this  rebellious  movement  then  in  full 
progress,  one  says,  only  protect  Mr. 
0*Brien  and  Ireland  will  be  free  in  a 
week ;  another  says,  Ireland  will  be  free 
in  a  fortnight ;  and  the  third,  who  is  the 
most  wicked  speaker  of  the  party,  post- 
pones the  day  for  six  months.  When  the 
people  were  asked  would  they  protect 
him,  they  said  tbey  had  no  arms.  This  is 
most  natural,  and  shows  how  absurd  it  is 
to  talk  of  this  being  a  movement  against 
the  State.  The  people  said  they  had 
stones.  It  is  manifest  what  the  thing  was. 
Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  body  of  men  with 
stones  going  to  demolish  the  monarchy 
of  England  P  '*  The  people  said  they  had 
stones.  Mr.  O'Brien  said  stones  would  be 
very  good."  That  is,  for  his  purpose; 
but  they  would  be  very  bad  for  the  pur- 
pose to  which  the  Attorney-Geyiercd  refers 
— a  revolutionary  movement. 

But  the  witness  Pimlott  reports  it  some- 
what differently — "that  Meagher  cau- 
tioned the  people,  that  what  had  hap- 
pened to  Mr.  O'Brien  and  himself— might 
happen  to  themselves,  and  told  them  to 
be  ready  in  three  weeks" — not  that  I 
want  you  now — **when  the  wisp  would 
be  lit  upon  the  hills  " — that  is  a  figura- 
tive expression.  Another  gentleman 
"  said  five  weeks,  and  told  the  people  to 
fight  for  their  country,  and  have  it,  and 
then  hunt  every  English  beggar  to  the 
other  side  of  the  water."  Why,  to  con- 
vict a  man  of  treason  on  that  vague 
language  is  quite  preposterous.  Public 
speakers,  to  m^  own  knowledge,  have 
said  that  Englishmen  should  not  hold 
situations  in  this  country;  that  has  been 
said  with  reference  to  the  highest  post  in 
our  law  a  hundred  times  in  my  hearing ; 
and  that  is  not  high  treason.  That  is 
FimloU*8  account  of  this  transaction. 

Another  witness,  Owen  Cullen,  savs  that 
"  Mr.  O'Brien  stood  on  an  old  ditch,  and 
asked  if  there  was  sufficient  force  to  keep 


him  from  two  hundred  men."  Is  that  the 
force  of  the  Queen  of  England  P  Is  that 
the  force  that  might  be  employed  against 
him  P  No,  but  it  is  the  force  that  it  is  likely 
would  be  sent  against  him  to  arrest  him. 

On  Saturday  morning  we  have,  speaking 
to  the  transaction  in  the  early  part  of  the 
day,  Lamphier  again,  and  more  particu- 
larly CvMen.  While  at  the  Commons' 
village  Mr.  O'Brien  asked  Lamphier  for 
materials  for  a  barricade  to  protect  him- 
self, for  the  kev  of  the  police  barrack,  and 
for  the  use  of  a  pon^;  and  when  they 
were  refused,  he  admitted  the  justice  of 
the  refusal,  and  declared  he  would  not 
take  either. 

Gentlemen,  I  say  Mr.  O'Brien's  object 
was  to  escape  and  prevent  arrest.  The 
Attorney- General  says  it  was  to  levy  war 
upon  the  Queen.  Very  well.  I  say  erecting 
the  barricade  at  Kiilenaule  was  to  prevent 
arrest ;  and  that  is  proved,  in  my  judg- 
ment, if  you  believe  the  evidence  of  the 
Crown,  t  assert  now,  the  intent  to  erect 
the  barricade  here,  was  distinctly  to  do 
the  same  thing,  and  therefore  my  case  is 
proved.  On  cross-examination,  Lamphier 
says  that  there  was  a  quantity  of  gun- 
powder in  the  establishment  of  the  Min- 
ing Company.  That  gunpowder  was  not 
taken ;  and  there  was  nobody  to  protect 
it,  I  believe,  but  Tohyn  and  this  boy.  They 
wanted  ammunition,  of  course,  for  a 
general  warfare.  Nobody  asked  for  it ;  no- 
body attempted  to  take  it.  I  rely  on  that 
fact  most  forcibly.  I  insist  upon  it,  that 
if  the  intention  of  the  prisoner  was  to 
make  war  on  the  Queen,  barrels  of  gun- 
powder would  be  the  very  best  things 
he  could  obtain  for  the  purpose.  If  his 
object  was  to  throw  up  a  hasty  barricade 
to  protect  himself  against  arrest,  he 
would  ask  for  carts. 

The  next  witnesses,  Cullen  and  Purday, 
merely  prove  the  sending  of  the  letter  to 
the  Mimng  Company  and  its  receipt. 

So,  gentlemen,  we  come  now  to  Mr. 
Trant.  Mr.  Trant  tells  you  he  had 
orders  to  proceed  to  Ballingarry  on  this 
Saturday  morning ;  that  he  set  out  with 
forty-six  men ;  that  he  passed  Ballingarry 
and  saw  crowds.  Now  I  have  an  obser- 
vation to  make  on  that.  The  only  body 
of  persons  in  any  force,  that  was  under 
the  control  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  were  those 
that  were  near  him,  the  colliers,  that  the 
witness  Lamphier  has  spoken  of,  and  those 
employed  about  the  mining  concerns  that 
ran  after  him.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
he  sent  for  them.  There  is  no  evidence 
that  he  desired  them  to  come.  There  is 
no  evidence  of  combination  or  conspiracy. 
Now  I  have  the  greatest  possible  respect 
for  General  Trant,  but  I  believe  that  the 
whole  of  his  military  glory,  or  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  it,  rests  in  his  achievements 
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on  this  day.  I  am  told  that  he  drew  ap  a 
despatch  which,  if  printed,  might  take  itu 
place  with  Otmiey^s  Despatches  of  the 
Duke  of  WeUingUm ;  ana  that  he  com- 
menced it  with  a  verse  as  follows — 
"  Who  takes  the  foremost  foeman's  life, 
Himself  shall  conquer  in  the  strife." 

Such  was  the  fashion  in  which  he  drew 
np  the  despatch  to  his  officer.(a)  Now  if 
he  and  his  party  had  marched  np  the  hill 
instead  of  taking  possession  of  the  slated 
honse,  1  really  think  that,  in  all  haman 
prohability,  this  sadden  and  very  painfnl 
transaction  wonld  never  have  arisen — the 
prosecution  woald  have  been  without  its 
grand  overt  act.  Bat  here  it  is  that  trea- 
son bursts  out  in  all  its  fury  and  malig- 
nity. Mr.  TrarU  says  he  saw  crowds  m 
the  fields,  and  when  he  advanced  two 
miles  he  heard  a  shrill  whistling.  One 
shot  is  fired.  Now  from  Trant*8  state- 
ment it  seems  as  if  this  crowd  of  people 
were  close  to  him,  and  could  have  de- 
stroyed him  if  such  had  1)een  their  wish. 
They  had  arms,  he  says.  What  took 
place.  Inspector  Trant,  which  so  terrified 
you,  that  made  you  make  this  movement  P 
He  heard  a  shot.  They  Were  then  clos- 
ing in  on  him,  and  had  fire-arms,  and 
their  object  was  to  destroy  his  party.  Did 
they  do  it  P  No ;  no  more  than  they  de- 
stroyed Inspector  Com  and  his  party.  One 
shot  was  fired.  The  smart  policeman  says 
he  will  not  swear  it  was  fired  at  them, 
but  that  he  heard  the  sound  of  it.  His 
aide-de-camp  says  there  were  two.  He 
says,  "  Just  as  I  gave  the  order  to  the  men 
to  break,  a  shot  was  fired."  The  people 
outflanked  them ;  but  he  ordered  his  men 
to  seize  the  house,  and  in  the  act  of  doing 
SD  the  people  surrounded  them.  And  now 
we  find  him  in  the  stone  house.  Mrs. 
WOormacWs  house  was  two  stories  high, 
with  one  window  in  the  back,  and  there- 
fore it  would  be  very  difficult  for  the 
people  to  hit  anybody  from  tiiat  quarter ; 
five  windows  in  the  front,  three  above 
and  two  below,  a  little  enclosure  in 
front  of  the  house,  and  a  stone  wall  sur- 
rounding the  enclosure ;  and  there  is  a 
wicket  gate  in  the  centre  of  the  stone 
wall,  which  was  commanded  by  the  front 
window,  and  the  breadth  between  the 
little  house  and  the  yard  is  forty-two 
feet.  There  we  have  the  whole  party 
assembled. 

Now  let  us  proceed  with  the  narrative. 
It  is  in  a  great  measure  immaterial  to 
consider  this  part  of  the  case  for  the  par- 
pose  of  the  intent,  but  most  material,  I 
fully  admit,  with  a  view  to  Mr.  0  Brimi's 
conduct  and  character  in  the  trans- 
action. As  to  the  treasonable  intent,  a 
sudden  outbreak  is  not   treason    (many 


(o)  See  below,  p.  1089. 


sudden  conflicts  have  occurred  between 
the  people  of  this  country  and  the  police) 
— and  unless  it  were  coupled  with  ante- 
cedent transactions,  this  struggle,  no 
matter  what  took  place,  could  not  be 
high  treason.  Observe,  the  people  in 
Ballingarry  or  on  Boulagh  Common  ex- 
pected the  police  that  morning ;  and  the 
moment  they  heard  of  or  saw  them,  know- 
ing of  the  proclamation,  they  thought 
they  would  prevent  them  taking  Mr. 
O'Brien  by  throwing  up  a  barricade 
across  the  road.  Therefore  it  was  for  a 
ttudden  unexpected  purpose :  it  was  for 
the  same  purpose  that  animated  them  all 
throagh — the  personal  protection  of  Mr. 
O'Brien,  Now,  was  violence  desired  in 
the  first  instance  ?  With  respect  to  this 
I  have  considered  it  very  carefully,  and  I 
have  great  doubts  this  moment  who  was 
in  the  wrong.  I  have  great  doubts  who 
really  fired  first  in  earnest.  It  will  be  for 
you  to  say  if  you  have  any  doabt.  What 
is  the  first  thing  doneP  An  unarmed 
man  comes  up,  and  says,  **  For  God's 
sake  let  us  have  no  firing.*'  Does  that 
look  like  the  determined  malignant  pur- 
pose of  attacking  the  police,  when  it  is 
quite  manifest  they  could  not  be  hurt  or 
harmed  P  ''  We  want  to  make  peace,''  said 
this  person  ;  this  is  Trant's  account  of  it ; 
he  replied  that  if  they  did  not  fire  the 
police  would  not  fire,  but  that  if  one  shot 
was  fired  from  without  they  would  fire  as 
long  as  a  cartridge  or  a  man  remained. 
Immediately  after  that  first  appeal  for 
peace,  and  that  warlike  declaration  of  In- 
spector Trant*8,  a  call  was  made  from 
below,  and  what  he  heard  was,  '*  Tell  Mr. 
Trant  Mr.  O'Brien's  here  " ;  and  when  he 
went  down  Mr.  O'Brien  was  gone.  He 
then  returned  to  the  upper  room,  and  he 
was  again  called  down  and  told  that  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  there,  and  he  called  to 
Mr.  O'Brien  to  come  to  the  upper 
window.  I  admire  the  judgment  Mr. 
Trcmt  showed  in  that,  transaction;  for 
if,  when  asked  by  Mr.  O'Brien  to  come 
down  and  speak  to  him,  he  had  done  so, 
as  a  sensible  and  judicious  man  would  have 
done,  very  likely  this  transaction  never 
would  have  occurred  at  all.  Mr,  O'Brien 
went  round  to  the  front  window  below, 
and  Mr.  Trant  was  up  above;  and  it 
is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  he  does  not 
swear  to  the  words,  or  that  he  heard  the 
words,  that  are  so  much  pressed  against 
Mr.  O'Brien  at  that  place  at  all.  What 
he  says  is,  that  he  heard  a  crash.  I  asked 
him  what  that  was ;  but  he  still  kept  re- 
peating that  word,  "  crash,  crash,  crash." 
Well,  I  thought  he  meant  a  shattering  of 
all  the  windows  of  the  house.  On  his 
direct  examination  he  swears  that  the 
firing  continued  one  liour;  but  he  says 
that  m  a  very  little  time  the  people  dis- 
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appeared,  and  the  police  continued  firing 
at  anybody  who  showed  his  face  or  heaa 
for  a  considerable  time  afterwards.  He 
says  after  OarroU  came  he  served  two 
hnndred  and  thirty  rounds  to  supply 
what  had  been  used.  So  that  we  may 
calculate  that  in  this  brief  warfare  the 
police  made  use  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  rounds  of  ball  cartridge.  He  was 
pressed,  on  cross-examination,  as  you  may 
possibly  recollect,  during  such  a  murder- 
ous warfare  as  this,  on  one  side  or  other, 
as  to  where  were  the  bullets  that  the 
people  fired.  There  is  not  one  found. 
Where  are  the  marks?  He  did  not  ob- 
serve any.  Where  are  the  stones?  He 
got  none.  How  many  panes  of  glass 
were  broken  ?  He  cannot  say.  All  we 
can  get  from  him  is,  that  he  heftrd  a 
crash.  What  is  the  crash  ?  There  was  a 
crash.  The  house  is  there  still.  It  re- 
quires a  microscope,  I  am  told,  to  dis- 
cover any  injury  done  to  the  front  of  that 
house,  and  1  will  prove  to  you,  that  the 
principal  panes  of  glass  which  were 
broken  were  broken  by  the  police  them- 
selves firing  out  of  the  house.  Now  when 
a  police  officer  comes  up  on  the  table  to 
give  an  account  of  such  a  transaction  to 
the  jurj  and  their  lordships,  they  natu- 
rally wish  to  know  what  was  the  precise 
amount  of  the  injury  done  by  the  malig-> 
nant  assaults  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Trant  wears  this  day,  certainly, 
*  •  his  blushing  honours  upon  him  "  ;  and 
long  may  he  ao  so.  Mr.  Trant  was  asked 
whether  he  was  hurt  or  wounded.  He 
does  not  know ;  but  he  was  told  that  he  was. 
Whereabouts?  I  cannot  say;  it  might 
have  been  here,  or  here,  bid  you  feel 
much  pain  ?  I  did  not.  But  some  police- 
man told  him,  "  Do  you  know  what,  cap- 
tain? you  are  positively  wounded,  al- 
though you  never  thought  or  heard  of  it." 
And  he  told  that  with  all  the  gravity  of  a 
man,  like  Inspector  Cox,  stating  the 
truth.  I  asked  him,  **  Did  vou  go  to  bed  ?  " 
But  thin  he  indignantly  denied,  although 
I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  he  did  not  take  a 
nap.  Where  there  was  any  firing,  it  did 
not  appear  to  me  that  the  valiant  inspec- 
tor was  in  the  thick  of  it.  Wo  endea- 
voured to  trace  him  from  room  to  room, 
and  at  lasb  we  find  him  ensconced  in 
a  back  room  upstairs.  That  is  the 
place  I  would  like  to  go  to.  When 
the  policemen  were  asked,  ''  While  the 
firing  was  going  on,  pray  did  Inspec- 
tor Trant  come  in  and  give  you  any 
orders  ?  '*  They  said,  no ;  but  they  saw 
him  after  the  thing  was  over.  He  was 
most  busy,  zealous,  and  indefatigable  in 
gathering  up  all  the  remains  and  trophies 
of  this  most  brilliant  campaign.  Where 
are  the  bullets?  In  the  vision  and 
imagination  of  the  police.     Where  are  the 


pikes  ?  Now  I  believe  he  says  he  saw  a 
pike,  or  two,  or  three.  It  is  very  odd 
they  did  not  keep  them.  I  say  it  was  a 
sudden  irruption  made  on  the  poUoe  in 
prosecution  of  what  I  admit  was  an  illegal 
object,  but  not  a  treasonable  object ;  and 
if  the  police  had  behaved  like  men  of  sense, 
they  would  not  have  had  any  conflict ;  and 
when  the  conflict  did  begm,  they  had  it 
all  to  themselves. 

Gentlemen,  you  are  not  to  be  deceived 
by  the  evidence  given;  you  are  too 
shrewd ;  you  know  the  police ;  you  know 
the  country ;  and  you  Know  the  people. 
What  proof  has  been  given  of  a  muraer- 
ous  attack  on  the  police  ?  Where  are  the 
proofs?  In  the  bullets?  General  Mao 
Donald  and  the  soldiers  saw  no  bullets. 
But  a  policeman  says,  he  saw  some 
children  that  were  playing  with  some  a 
couple  of  days  i^er.  Whv  is  a  policeman 
called  instead  of  a  soldier  r  I  think  I  will 
show  you  from  the  evidence  of  this  man 
that  he  would  have  shot  them  all.  Now 
this  policeman  said  that  he  saw  one  of 
these  children  playing  with  a  bullet ;  he 
believed  it  to  be  a  bullet ;  and  he  saw  that 
bullet,  and  it  looked  like  a  policeman's 
bullet,  and  he  fancied  and  imagined  thai 
it  had  been  fired  up  against  the  house. 
That  is  the  utmost  that  can  be  discovered. 
But  they  make  a  map  of  the  house.  They 
map  it,  they  examine  it,  they  search  it, 
they  break  all  the  Widow  irCormack*s 
furniture.  Where  is  the  mark  of  a  bullet  ? 
Well,  then,  the  police  were  exactly  facing 
open  windows;  big  strong  men,  fine 
marks  at  a  short  distance — not  more  than 
five  yards ;  well  fed,  well  paid,  I  rejoice 
to  say  looking  in  vigour  and  health,  and 
there  was  not  a  scrape  upon  any  one  of 
the  whole  body.  That  is  very  unlike 
John  Frost's  case,  where  he  and  the  Eng- 
lish marauders  fired  on  the  police  whUe 
they  were  standing  at  the  window,  and 
soon  scattered  them  more  or  less,  and  the 
magistrate  was  shot  who  afterwards  was 
knighted  by  the  Queen.  But  here  is  a 
body  of  men  who  are  standing  four  hours 
opposite  an  open  window,  exposed  to  a 
murderous  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry, 
and  there  is  not  one  who  can  discover 
where  the  stones  or  bullets  are ;  and  the 
officer  only  imagines  or  guesses,  through 
the  very  doubtful  evidence  of  his  con- 
stabulary, that  he  was  wounded  upon  the 
breast  with  a  stone.  He  cannot  find  the 
stone,  and  has  forgotten  the  wound.  Now 
that  is  the  case  of  violence  they  make. 

Now  there  are  several  witnesses  speak- 
ing to  this  transaction  at  the  window. 
I  desire  to  vindicate  Mr.  O'Brien  from 
words  which,  as  a  gentleman  and  a  man 
of  honour,  he  instructs  me  be  never 
uttered,  and  those  are  the  words  "  Slash 
away."    Now  there  are  four    persons — 
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Mahony,  Martm,  Ford,  and  Bafferty—who  i 
were  at  the  window.  Mahony  says  nothing  ' 
about  these  words.  Moron  swears  that  Mr. 
O'Brien  came  to  the  window  armed.  ! 
Mahony  swears  he  came  unarmed,  Moran  , 
swears  he  came  armed.  "  Mr.  O'Brien  ] 
had  one  foot  on  and  the  other  off  the 
window-stool.  As  soon  as  he  was  re- 
fused the  arms,  Mr.  O'Brien  said,  *  Slash 
away,  boys,  and  slaughter  them  all.' 
In  a  minute  there  was  firing";  and 
he  swears  that  firing  continued  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  the  first  witness 
haying  made  it  one  quarter  of  an  hour. 
He  was  then  asked  what  was  it  he  saw 
of  the  firing.  To  my  amazement  and 
infinite  astonishment  this  is  his  answer : 
' '  I  saw  one  man  making  an  attempt  to  fire, 
but  the  wall  was  too  high  for  him.'*  He 
made  his  information  on  the  6th  of  Septem- 
ber,and  not  before.  Then  he  says  in  cross- 
osamination  he  heard  two  shots;  Trant 
swore  to  only  one.  And  then  there  came 
this  piece  of  evidence  which  I  regretted 
to  hear  from  one  of  that  respectable  force. 
He  said  that  he  saw  women  in  the  crowd, 
and  that  if  he  had  seen  women  picking  up 
stones  at  the  time  of  firing,  he  would 
have  shot  them  all.  Can  you  believe  that 
Mr.  O'Brien  would  go  to  that  window  un- 
armed, make  use  of  a  monstrous  and 
inhuman  declaration,  and  then  survive 
one  second?  If  he  had  said  it,  he  would 
not  have  survived  one  moment ;  the  next 
moment  would  have  been  his  last,  and 
deservedly  so.  There  were  four  police- 
men at  the  window  with  loaded  muskets, 
and  bayonets  fixed,  and  there  were  one  or 
two  behind  who  had  orders,  if  thej  were 
themselves  injured,  to  fire  in  an  instant. 
If  Mr.  O'Brien  used  those  words,  they 
would  have  been  justified  in  instantly 
shooting  him  dead.  I  admit  that.  Well, 
he  goes  on  to^say  that  if  any  one  had 
fired,  he  must  have  been  shot  dead. 
I  pray  your  attention  to  this.  He  said 
that  there  was  a  crowd  armed  with  guns 
round  Mr.  O'Brien  inside  the  wall — 
a  crowd  of  armed  men  inside  the  little 
space  between  the  window  and  the  wall. 
Then  he  is  asked  what  shots  were  fired 
after  Mr.  O'Brien  said,  "Slash  away, 
boys,  and  slaughter  them  all."  No  shots 
were  fired  into  his  room  when  Mr. 
O'Brien  said  "Slash  away";  not  one. 
He  then  says  that  he  could  not  shoot 
Mr.  O'Brien  after  that.  "How  far 
was  ho  from  you  P  "  Here  is  an  answer 
of  Moran'e  which  ought  to  be  conclusive 
in  the  estimation  of  any  twelve  rational 
beings  in  the  world—"  His  breast  was  six 
inches  from  the  point  of  my  bayonet." 
We  asked  him,  "  Why  did  not  you  fire  P  " 
His  answer  was,  '*  I  did  not  hoar  him  make 

use "  then  he  stopped  suddenly,  and 

he  would   not  complete    the    sentence. 


He  swore  that  Mahony  must  be  deaf  if  he 
did  not  hear  those  words. 

Bdbinson  also  speaks  to  these  words, 
but  he  was  at  the  back.  Ford  then  comes 
forward,  and  he  says,  when  they  were 
asked  for  their  arms,  Mr.  O'Brien  said, 
"  Slash  away,  boys."  He  varies  the  form 
of  the  expression.  It  is  not,  "  Slash 
away,  boys,  and  we  will  slaughter  them 
all;"  but  it  is,  "Slash  away,  boys,  we 
sball  soon  have  them  all."  He  makes  out 
that  there  was  another  man  standing  on  the 
window-stool  all  the  time  Mr.  O'Brien  spoke. 
It  is  a  curious  narrative.  I  can  account 
for  this  sort  of  blundering — ^because  the 
informations  are  drawn  up  two  months 
after  the  transaction  occurred  which 
afiects  the  life  of  tqj  client  now  on  trial. 
You  know  that  Moran  swore  that  Mr. 
O'Brien  had  one  foot  on  the  sill  and 
another  on  the  gravel  when  he  made  use 
of  this  abominable  expression ;  this  wit- 
ness swears,  by  way  of  proving  the  case 
clearly,  that  Mr.  O'Brien  had  completely 
gone  away  from  the  window  when  the 
words  were  spoken.  Then  this  witness 
says,  the  people  were  within  the  en- 
closure, and  they  fired  first  of  all.  The 
proved  facts  of  the  case  are,  that  a  num- 
ber of  armed  men  were  in  this  forty-two 
feet,  within  the  wall,  penned  up  right  under 
the  window  with  fire-arms  to  kill  the 
police;  told  to  slaughter  the  police, 
liot  a  man  obeyed  the  command ;  not  a 
man  fired ;  not  a  wound  was  given ;  not 
a  ball  was  found ;  not  a  pane  of  glass  was 
broken ;  not  a  remnant  of  this  battle 
appears  except  what  is  told  by  the  police. 
I  call  on  you,  in  the  presence  of  those 
facts,  which  speak  trumpet-tongued,  to 
give  me  the  benefit  of  your  doubt,  if  you 
have  any  doubt  after  the  evidence  of 
Mahony,  who  has  sworn  on  that  table  that 
the  words  were  not  used  by  Mr.  O'Brien. 

But  that  is  not  all.  There  were  four  per- 
sons at  that  window.    Where  is  Bafferty  ? 

The  only  other  witness,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Mr.  Cox,  of  whom  really 
I  nave  nothing  to  say,  and  who  does 
not  much  advert  to  this  case,  is  CarrolL 
I  could  not  myself  discover,  in  the 
lengthened  examination  of  the  Solicitor- 
General,  what  this  man  was  doing.  Some- 
times he  was  in  the  field  with  two  men ; 
then  he  appeared  with  one  man;  and  at 
another  time  on  horseback ;  but  nothing 
happened,  no  injury  was  done,  and  at  last 
Mr.  O'Brien  rode  up  in  a  very  distracted 
and  confused  state  on  his  horse,  and 
suddenly  asked  Carroll,  "  Are  you  going 
to  arrest  me  P  "  though  he  had  seen  him 
and  got  the  horse  from  him  a  short  time 
before.  The  same  thing  that  he  said 
from  the  first  speech  in  Enniscorthy  to 
the  last  speech  he  made  at  Boulagh  Com- 
xuon— **  Are  you  going  to  arrest  mo  P  " 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


247] 


The  Queen  agahist  Smith  O'Brien,  1848. 


[248 


"  Why/'  said  Carroll,  '*  I  am  Dnarmed, 
I  have  no  power  to  arrest  you,  you  are 
armed."  The  man  who  is  represented  to 
hare  said  '*  Slash  away,  boys,  and  slaugh- 
ter them  all,"  instantly  observes,  *'  that 
it  would  be  a  cruel  and  unmanly  thing  to 
assail  an  unarmed  man."  He  converses 
with  him,  and  certainly  Oarroll  gives  a 
verj  extraordinary  account  of  the  conver- 
sation in  his  address  to  Mr.  0*Brien — of 
course  there  is  some  allusion  to  the 
priests,  for  they  are  always  introduced  in 
the  progress  of  a  trial — he  told  him  that 
they  were  opposed  to  this  matter,  which 
is  very  gratifying,  and  he  would  advise 
him  not  to  proceed  further ;  but  Mr. 
0*Brien  said  he  was  working  for  his  coun- 
try, and  he  was  afraid  he  would  be  taken 
and  hanged — you  see  it  is  always  arrested 
— and  this  matter  then  ends.  The  revo- 
lution, which  lasted  for  the  namber  of 
days  I  have  mentioned,  ended  by  the 
ringleader  descending  from  the  horse, 
giving  back  his  property  to  the  police- 
man, and  conducting  him  safely  to  his 
quarters.  Oa/nroU  said,  **  it  was  impossi- 
ble in  his  view  " — it  is  a  curious  remark — 
''to  carry  out  what  he  had  undertaken, 
when,  as  he  had  seen  that  day,  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  were  against  him,  and 
that  troops  would  be  brought  against  him 
whom  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
contend  with."  Mr.  O^Brien  said,  twenty 
years  he  had  served  his  country,  and  his 
country  could  redeem  itself  if  it  liked. 
CarroU  said  it  could  not  be  redeemed  ex- 
cept by  blood,  Mr.  O'Brien  said  he 
wanted  no  blood."  Those  were  his  last 
words,  and  then  he  gave  up  his  horse. 
You  are  called  on  to  believe  that  the  man 
who  used  those  words  in  perfect  sincerity 
desired,  a  few  minutes  before,  the  slaughter 
of  forty-six  of  his  fellow-creatures. 

[Counsel  proceeded  to  comment  on  the 
letter  to  the  Mining  Company.  It  was 
not  written  in  contemplation  of  any 
attack  upon  the  forces  of  the  Crown. 
Mr.  Meagher  had,  in  fact,  left  the  company 
of  Mr.  O'Brien  altogether.  The  truth  is, 
that  they  had  agreed  and  determined  to 
separate.  Mr.  O'Brien  thought  that  he 
might  still  escape  arrest  by  moving  up 
towards  the  collieries.] 

He  recommends  that  the  price  of  coals 
be  lowered.  It  is  a  curious  production — 
a  very  singular  and  strange  one;  but  that 
a  gentleman  engaged  in  the  work  of  en- 
deavouring to  destroy  all  the  ligaments 
which  hold  society  together,  should  pro- 
pose to  the  company  that  they  should 
reduce  the  price  of  coals  to  you  and  me, 
is  not  the  observation  of  a  person  who  is 
disposed  to  establish  anarchy  in  this  king- 
dom. On  the  contrary,  that  clause  shows 
that  the  meaning  I  put  on  it  is  the  true 
one — that  it  was  intended  to  effect  a  per- 


I  sonal  benefit  to  the  colliers  and  the  public. 

j  Unless  the  price  of  coals  is  reduced,  in  the 

.  next  clause  he  proceeds  to  stat«  what  he 

will  do ;  it  is  not  that  he  will  do  anything 

absolutely,  it  is  conditionally — 

**  In  case  he  should  find  that  the  Mining 
Company  endeavour  to  distress  the  people  by 
withholding  wages,  and  by  other  means,  Mr. 
0*Brien  will  instruct  the  colliers  to  occupy  and 

work  the  mines  on  their  own  account ** 

And  then  is  added  this,  I  admit,  anjoBti- 
fiable  statement — 

"  And  in  case  the  Irish  revolution  should  suc- 
ceed, the  property  of  the  Mining  Company  will 
be  confiscated  as  national  property. 

*'  On  the  contrary,  if  the  Mining  Company 
observes  a  strict  and  honourable  neutrality, 
doing  their  utmost  to  give  support  to  the  popu- 
lation of  this  district  during  their  present  time 
of  difficulty  and  trial,  their  property  will  be  pro- 
tected to  the  utmost  extent  of  Mr.  O'Brien's 
power." 

Now,  gentlemen,  the  first  rale  in  con- 
struing any  paper  is,  that  you  read  the 
whole  of  it ;  and  if  you  discover  from  the 
first  sentence  and  passage  that  the  real 
object  of  Mr.  O'Brien  was  to  do  a  service 
to  those  men  among  whom  he  was  Uien 
living,  and  to  frighten  the  Mining  Com- 
pany by  that  mode  of  expression,  to  pro- 
duce an  impression  on  their  minds,  it  is 
the  most  natural  thing  that  he,  in  his  then 
position,  should  write  in  this  way,  as  the 
effect  of  it  would  be  most  likely  te  eain 
that  which  he  desired  for  these  colliers. 
But  it  is  utterly  absurd  to  sappose  that, 
circumstanced  as  he  then  was,  he  used 
this  OS  evidence  of  an  intention  te  levy 
war  upon  the  Queen.  Young  Emmet  did  not 
talk  about  the  price  of  coals,  and  he  was  a 
man  who  intended  to  subvert  the  Govern- 
ment, to  seize  on  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
to  kill  the  Queen.  But  it  is  not  evidence  on 
this  indictment  of  the  intent  to  levy  war. 
It  is  an  endeavour  on  his  part  to  oblige 
those  who  had  obliged  him.  That  is  the 
meaning  of  it.  And  he  used  expressions 
which  would  be  most  likely  to  effect  that 
purpose.  Lord  Oeorge  Gordon  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  people  engaged  in  burning 
London,  which  was  a  letter  of  protection 
to  a  certain  person's  property,  and  it  was 
protected,  and  that  letter  aid  influence 
the  judgment.  In  the  case  of  Watfon, 
the  paper  which  the  judge  thought  was 
inexplicable  on  the  supposition  of  inno- 
cence was  a  letter  to  attack  the  Tower  and 
the  Bank,  and  divide  the  parties  into 
three  distinct  and  separate  divisions  or 
battalions,  and  to  carry  out  war  against 
the  King.  In  this  case,  I  repeat,  the  use 
of  the  word  "revolution"  does  not  cast 
upon  me  the  necessity  of  explaining  to 
your  judgments  what  the  true  intent  of 
Mr.  O'Brien  was,  which  I  do  not  think 
anybody  in  the  world  could.    By  taking 
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the  first  clause  and  the  last  yon  might 
understand  the  word  "revolution"  to 
mean  a  moral  revolution.  The  Catholic 
Emancipation  Act  was  a  revolution;  the 
Beform  Bill  was  another  revolution ;  the 
repeal  of  the  Com  Laws  was  a  revolution. 
The  phrase  is  often  used  without  meaning 
a  criminal  and  bloody  revolution ;  and,  as 
all  the  evidence  shows  Mr.  O'Brien  would 
not  have  blood  and  would  not  have  force, 
the  only  argument  that  could  be  rested  on 
that  letter  is  this — that  it  was  an  inter- 
ference with  property— an  assumption  of 
deaiing  with  property  which  he,  as  an  in- 
dividual, hod  no  light  to  assume.  I  admit 
that ;  but  I  say  his  true  object  was  to  pre- 
vent the  company  dismissing  the  work- 
men who  protected  him.  Now  that  is  my 
interpretation  of  that  letter,  which  is  the 
important  document  upon  which  the 
Crown  relies. 

[Counsel  proceeded  to  comment  on  the 
letter  from  Charles  Gavan  Duffy,  found  in 
the  prisoner's  portmanteau.]  Now,  while 
I  admit  the  difficulty  of  endeavouring  to 
explain  every  word  of  the  last  letter,  I  am 
not  at  all  in  the  like  difiiculty  with  respect 
to  this.  There  is  the  greatest  difference 
in  the  world  between  a  letter  written  to  a 
man,  and  by  a  man.  There  is  not  a  public 
man  breathing  the  breath  of  life  who  has 
not  received,  m  the  course  of  his  public 
career,  letters  of  a  kind  which  he  would 
never  condescend  to  answer ;  letters  of  a 
kind  on  which  he  never  acted ;  letters  of  a 
nature  on  which  he  did  not  intend  to  act ; 
letters  unjustifiable  and  unwarrantable, 
but  which  he  has  no  power  of  preventing 
being  delivered  to  him. 

« I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  are  about  to 
oommence  a  series  of  meetings  in  Munster. 
There  is  no  half-way  boose  for  you.  You 
will  be  at  the  head  of  the  movement,  loyally 
obeyed,  and  the  revolution  will  be  con- 
dvLcted  with  order  and  clemency,  or  the  mere 
anarchists  will  prevail  with  the  people,  and  our 
revolution  will  be  a  bloody  chaos." 

Now,  if  I  am  arguing  on  the  writings  of 
another  man,  I  am  at  liberty  to  assume 
that  that  revolution  must  mean  the  oppo- 
site of  a  revolution  of  blood ;  it  must  mean 
a  moral  revolution  through  the  medium  of 
the  series  of  meetings  that  were  to' be  held 
all  over  Munster.    The  next  sentence  is — 

"You  have  at  present  Lafayette's  place,  so 
graphically  painted  by  Lamartine— and  I  believe 
have  fallen  into  Lafayette's  error  of  not  using 
it  to  all  its  extent  and  in  all  its  resources.  I  am 
perfectly  well  aware  that  you  do  not  desire  to  lead 
or  infloence  others ;  but  I  believe  with  Lamartine, 
that  that  feeling  which  is  a  high  personal  and 
civic  virtue,  is  a  vice  in  revolutions.  One  might 
as  well,  I  think,  uot  want  to  influence  a  man 
who  was  going  to  walk  on  thawing  ice,  or  to 


cross  a  fordless  river,  as  not  to  desire  to  keep 
men  right  in  a  political  struggle,  and  to  do  it 
with  might  and  main." 

This  is  another  man  insinuating  his 
views.  I  entirely  deny  that  Mr.  0*Brien 
is  to  be  bound  by  it. 

"  If  I  were  Smith  O'Brien,  I  would  shape  out 
in  my  own  mind,  or  with  such  counsel  as  I 
valued,  a  definite  course  for  the  revolution,  and 
labour  incessantly  to  develop  it  in  that  way. 
For  example,  your  project  of  obtaining  signa- 
tures to  the  roll  of  the  national  guard,  and  when 
a  sufficient  number  were  procured,  and  not 
sooner,  calling  the  council  of  three  hundred, 
was  one  I  entirely  relied  upon." 

Mr.  0*Connell,  for  years  of  his  life,  in- 
sisted on  the  project  of  getting  together  a 
council  of  three  hundred  to  be  the  exponent 
of  the  will  of  the  nation.  The  writer 
thought  this  was  an  advisable  mode  of 
proceeding  with  their  moral  force  revo- 
lution. That  was  the  view  held  by  Mr. 
0*Connell,  and  he  held  it  on  the  very 
ground  that  it  was  the  opposite  of  physical 
force. 

*'  But  it  has  been  permitted  to  fall  into  dis- 
use, and  could  scarcely  be  revived  now.  The 
clubs,  however,  might  take  the  place  of  the  na- 
tional guard,  and  the  proposal  in  your  letter  on 
union  of  a  definite  number  of  clubs  being 
formed,  would  suit  just  as  well  if  it  were  vig- 
orously and  systematically  carried  out,  each  day 
adding  an  item  to  it,  and  all  the  men  we  could 
infiuence  being  employed  upon  it." 

'*  Forgive  me  for  urging  this  so  anxiously 
upon  you,  but  I  verily  believe  the  hopes  of  the 
country  depend  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
next  two  months  are  used." 

*'  There  is  not  a  town  in  which  you  could  not 
find  a  band  of  missionaries  to  organize  the 
neighbouring  counties.  Every  club  has  its 
active  men  fit  for  this  work,  and  it  is  only  by 
applying  all  our  force  to  it  that  we  will  succeed. 

•Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 
"C.G.Duffy." 

That  is,  get  a  number  of  men  to  or- 
^nize  the  neighbouring  counties,  which 
IS  the  plan  of  the  association.  They  were 
to  get  all  the  clubs  of  Ireland  to  agree  in 
this  project,  and  if  they  could  the  project 
must  succeed.  That  is  a  future  thing; 
that  is  a  prospective  thing:  that  is  not 
preliminary  and  with  reference  to  the 
present  rebellion ;  and  because  it  explains 
the  treasonable  intent  in  this  indictment, 
it  is  read  against  the  prisoner.  If  it  is 
not  evidence  on  that  subject  it  is  evidence 
of  nothing. 

[The  two  addresses  from  Enniscorthy 
and  Philadelphia  which  Mr.  O'Brien  threw 
into  his  portmanteau  prove  nothing. 

Meagher* 8  letter  dated  Cahirmoy  le,  Wed- 
nesday evening,  only  gives  an  account 
of  his  movements.] 
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**  Well  then  I  come  about  the  American  trip 
— ^I'm  off  for  New  York,  God  willinfr,  on  Satur- 
day. 

*  O'er  the  glad  waters  of  the  dark  blue  sea, 
Oar  thoughts  as  boundless  and  our  souls  as 
free.' 

"  What  to  do  ?  To  raise  money,  to  invoke 
sympathy,  to,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  amuse  myself.** 

There  is  great  force  in  a  shake  of  the 
head,  bat  that  cannot  be  pat  into  a  count 
of  an  indictment;  but  here  are  &c.,  that 
is  one  &c.,  two,  three. 

There  is  one  piece  of  evidence  remain- 
ing, of  which  I  do  not  in  the  least  gainsay 
the  importance,  and  that  is  the  eridence 
of  Dclooyn,  Now,  Dolhyn  is  in  the  cha- 
racter of  a  spy  ;  that  is  clear.  To  use  his 
own  phrase,  **!  went  to  plot;  while  they 
were  plotting  I  was  connter-plotting. 
We  have  a  rale  of  law,  never  departed 
from,  that  a  witness  who  comes  forward 
in  that  capacity  mast,  as  to  some  impor- 
tant element  of  his  story,  be  confirmed, 
and  my  first  objection  is  that  there  is  not 
one  particle  of  confirmation  from  begin- 
ning to  end.  What  is  it  he  says  P  There 
was  a  clab,  which-  he  calls  the  Ked-hand 
Glnb,  and  he,  as  a  member,  or  president, 
or  something  of  that  dab,  attended  three 
meetings — the  meeting  of  the  15th,  the 
meeting  of  the  I9tb,  and  the  meeting  of 
the  21st  of  July.  What  evidence  is  there 
that  he  did  attend  any  one  of  those  three 
meetings  but  his  own  story  ?  I  will  re- 
serve the  balloting  papers  for  the  last. 
Who  saw  him  there  P  Nobody,  Who  heard 
him  there  P  Nobody.  Who  witnessed  him 
going  in  or  coming  out  P  No  one.  How 
many  of  the  constabulary  do  you  think 
there  were  outside  P  Why,  notoriously, 
there  never  has  been  a  meeting  held  of 
these  clubs  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and 
very  rightly  too,  that  the  constables 
were  not  at  the  door  preserving  the 
public  peace,  and,  as  I  am  informed, 
noting  down  every  man  tl^at  went  in  and 
out.  Now,  my  allegation  is,  that  there 
was  a  meeting  on  that  day,  the  15th,  when 
public  resolutions  were  passed;  and  he 
wanted  to  make  out;  when  he  saw 
them,  that  there  must  have  been  another 
meeting  on  that  day.  His  particular 
meeting,  who  confirmed  itP  Nobody. 
He  told  you  the  history  of  a  meeting 
which  one  hundred  and  ten,  or  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  people  could  have  con- 
firmed. [There  is  also  no  corroboration 
about  the  intended  meeting  at  ITEnnis's 
yard,  which  he  says  was  prevented  by  the 
action  of  the  police  in  occupying  the 
ground.    Where  are  the  police  rj 

Well,  then,  we  come  to  the  meeting  of 
the  19th.  That  was  the  one  in  reference 
to  the  proclamation,  as  to  whether  they 
should  give  passive  resistance,  or  submit 


to  the  authorities  or  not ;  and  he  said  they 
recorded  a  vote  of  passive  resistance;  and 
having  carried  that  vote,  in  forty-eieht 
hours  afterwards  carried  a  resolution  Tor 
war.  That  is  his  story,  inconsistent, 
manifestly  so.  Why  not  corroborate  him 
as  to  thatP  That  meeting  was  held  in 
Capel  Street  or  D*01ier  Street,  a  most 
important  part  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  in 
daylight,  at  two  o'clock.  Did  not  the 
authorities  know  of  that  meeting  P  Dohbyn 
told  the  police  everything. 

Now  as  to  the  15th,  he  has  it  all  to  him- 
self also.  Nobody  corroborates  him.  I 
know  what  is  said  about  certain  papers, 
but  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  this 
important  meeting  where  Mr.  0*Brien 
was  paid  to  be.  If  a  meeting  is  held,  and 
public  resolutions  are  passed,  it  lies  on 
the  party  who  says  that  is  not  the  true 
character  of  the  meeting  to  establish  it  by 
irrefragable  proof.  He  says  the  object  of 
that  meeting  was  to  call  over  the  clubs. 
When  I  asked,  naturally,  **  Was  your  club 
called  P  '*  he  answered  "  No,  it  was  not." 
Then  he  says  there  was  a  sort  of  dry  con- 
versation about  arms,  about  men  being 
armed,  and  what  they  were  to  do.  He 
stood  amongst  the  crowd.  He  then  comes 
to  Mr.  Troughtan — a  violent  name.  Why 
is  not  TrotiglUon  examined  P  Troughton 
makes  a  speech  and  says  he  has  two 
swivels  to  be  brought  over  in  three  ships ; 
and  then  he  puts  this  speech  into  the 
mouth  of  Mr.  0*Br%en,  that  all  the 
members ,  of  the  clubs  ought  to  get 
pleasure  yachts,  and  money  is  to  be  ex« 
pended  for  the  purpose  of  baying  them,  in 
order  they  may  sail  about  the  bay  and 
bring  over  the  two  swivels  in  them.  I 
never  heard  such  a  strange  story.  Who 
can  contradict  him  P  If  he  had  said  that 
Mr.  O'Brien  meant  to  kill  the  Queen,  and 
cut  off  her  head,  who  is  to  contradict 
himP 

Now,  gentlemen,  the  great  corrobora- 
tion of  his  story,  as  will  be  told  you  by  the 
SoUeUor-Cfeneral,  depends  on  the  balloting 
papers :  and  if  anything  were  wanting  to 
clear  the  case  for  the  prisoner,  it  is  the 
production  of  the  balloting  papers.  The 
papers  are  not  identified  at  all  as  having 
been  found  at  Lalor'a,  They  are  not 
marked  by  the  constable  at  the  time,  and 
they  could  not  be  r^d  for  that  reason. 
Who  has  proved  the  papers  p  The  inform- 
er's own  stopy.  How  does  the  informer, 
telling  yoa  here  are  ten  papers  that  I 
wrote  my  name  on,  confirm  the  informer  p 
He  might  write  pieces  of  paper  every  night 
and  then  produce  them.  I  admit  there  is 
the  handwriting  of  other  persons  on  them. 
Who  has  proved  the  handwriting  of  any 
one  person  to  those  balloting  papers  P 
What  have  the  counsel  for  the  Crown 
donep    They  have  admitted  they  could 
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not  prore  the  handwriting;  thej  were 
bonnd  to  prore  the  handwriting ;  it  was 
possible  to  prove  the  handwriting  of  the 
Yarions  persons  who  haye  sig^^  those 
pax>ers  if  genuine.  The  only  evidence 
confirming  Dobbyn  is  that  of  the  police- 
man, who  said  he  saw  a  notice  *'  The  Bed 
Hand  Club,"  for  just  the  period  covered 
by  the  informer,  from  one  day  in  July  to 
another.  No  one  ever  seems  to  have  gone 
there,  except  a  man  named  Hanlon,  who 
is  not  called. 

And  what  is  the  story  Bothxfn  tells  of 
the  meeting  of  the  21st,  with  reference  to 
these  balloting  papers  P  That  this  was  a 
council  of  war  which  met  together  to  elect 
a  body  of  men  to  make  war  upon  the 
Queen.  I  would  not  venture  to  deny — 
I  admit  at  once— that  that  was  down- 
right plain  and  plump  treason.  They  had 
met  two  days  before  and  agreed  not  to 
make  war  against  the  proclamation .  They 
met  on  the  21st,  and,  according  to  his 
story,  were  to  elect  five  men  to  make  war 
on  the  Queen.  Very  well,  Mr.  AHomey' 
OenercUsajs,  "  Let  me  explain ;  the  Con- 
federation altered  their  rules  and  plans," 
but  I  have  endeavoured  to  show  you  that 
the  whole  of  this  occurred  just  as  the 
Confederation  or  the  League  had  gone  on 
for  months,  therefore  his  story  resting  on 
his  own  uncorroborated  or  unassisted  evi- 
dence, goes  for  nothing,  He  says  this, 
Mr.  O^Brien  was  not  there  at  all.  That  is 
one  overt  act. 

But,  gentlemen,  the  balloting  papers, 
I  humbly  submit  to  your  better  judg- 
ment, if  you  have  any  doubt  on  the 
matter,  determine  that  doubt  in  favour 
of  the  prisoner.  I  swear,  says  the  in- 
forms, that  before  we  went  tQ  vote,  it 
was  agreed  that  no  clerffyman  was  to  be 
ballot^  for.  All  the  baUoting  papers  are 
produced;  and  there  appear  out  of  the 
twenty-one— with  which  number  I  am 
alone  bound  to  deal— eight  for  the  Beve- 
rend  Father  Kenyan,  and  one  for  the 
Beverend  Mr.  O'Mall&y.  Mr.  O'BrievCs 
name  is  written  on  one,  but  it  is  scored 
out,  and  his  life  is  to  be  taken  away  on 
this  evidence:  for  it  gires  a  colour  to  the 
entire  proceeding.  Which  supposition  is 
right — mine,  that  Mr.  0* Brian  is  innocent ; 
or  the  Attorney  -  OeneraVs^  that  he  is 
guilty  P  That,  I  submit  to  your  dis- 
cerning judgment,  is  enough  to  destroy 
the  evidence  of  the  informer ;  but,  taken 
with  the  rest  of  the  case,  supposing  they 
did  meet,  I  say  then  it  was  an  innocent 
meeting.  I  hope  for  the  priests'  sakes  it 
was.  I  say  the  men  balloted  for  on  that 
paper^  or  card,  were  all  innocent  men, 
elected,  and  chosen  to  conduct  the  affairs 
of  their  clubs.  No  gnilt  appears  on  the 
face  of  the  document— no  treason  is  men- 
lioned— but  suppose  there  wasP    I  ask 


that  question.  Does  the  Qovemment 
expect  .you  to  convict  the  Protestant 
agitator  in  the  doek,  while  the  Boman 
Catholic  priest  walks  abroad  at  liberty  in 
all  the  freshness  of  health  and  freedom, 
administering  ghostly  consolation  to  his 
flock  P  Is  the  man  who  had  no  vote, 
whose  name  was  struck  out,  to  be  fixed 
with  the  responsibility  of  the  treasonable 
meeting  at  that  place,  while  the  priest 
who  had  ei^ht  votes  walks  tree?  I  tell 
you,  you  will  not  do  that.  And  I  will 
vindicate  the  Attomey-Oeneral,  and  the 
Crown,  and  Lord  Clarendon* 8  Govern- 
ment; I  vindicate  the  British  minister 
when  I  sav  that  cannot  be  so.  Every  man 
elected  of  that  batch,  and  voted  for,  was 
mixed  up  in  that  meeting.  Father  Kenyon 
was  a  leading  and  prominent  man ;  but  I 
say  he  was  innocent.  I  say,  if  he  was 
guilty,  the  Crown  are  prosecuting  one 
man  who  is  not  so  gnilty,  for  he  had  no 
vote ;  and  they  are  not  prosecuting 
another  who  was  elected,  or  nearly 
elected,  a  member  of  the  council  of  war. 

Gentlemen,  if  you  expect  to  have  equal 
laws  and  impartial  liberty  in  this  country, 
I  call  on  you  to  take  your  stand  on  behalf 
of  the  entire  people  of  the  realm.  Let  us 
have  no  partial,  one-sided  administration 
of  the  law.  Let  the  Protestant  be  con- 
victed if  he  is  guilty  ;  but  unless  you  mean 
to  live  under  the  basest  despotism  that 
ever  disgraced  free-born  men,  be  resolved 
to  have  one  inflexible  and  impartial  law 
for  all  men .  The  Beverend  Fatner  Kenyon 
is  free.  The  Beverend  Father  Kenyon  has 
been  balloted  for  on  this  council  of  war ; 
and  I  say  the  Beverend  Father  Kenyon  is 
innocent,  else  I  would  appeid  from  this 
Court — I  would  appeal  to  the  tree  and 
magnanimous  nation  under  whom  we 
live,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  the 
administration  of  justice  and  the  pro- 
tection of  the  people  of  this  country,  to 
see  that  Justice  be  aone.  I  ask  for  nothing 
more.  I  appeal  to  your  honest  natures, 
whether  one  man  is  to  be  struck  down  and 
another  spared  P  Is  the  Boman  Catholic 
priest — who  is  nothing  but  a  man — at 
least,  in  my  judgment,  and  in  the  judg- 
ment of  those  who  think  with  me  (for  we 
assert  the  right  of  private  judgment,  and 
vindicate  the  independence  of  the  human 
mind) — is  that  man  not  to  suffer  for  his 
crimes,  as  well  as  that  prisoner  in  the 
dock  P  And  is  he  to  be  spared  and  pro- 
tected, while  my  client  is  struck  down 
and  sacrificed  P  But  I  do  not  make  a 
charge  against  the  advisers  of  the  Crown. 
I  acquit  them  all.  I  acquit  the  law 
officers  heartily  in  mj  soul.  I  acquit  the 
Government.  I  acquit  the  prosecutors, 
for  they  did  not  know,  and  did  not  be- 
lieve tliat  Father  Kenyon  was  a  member  of 
an  illegal  guilty,  treasonable  conspiracy 
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against  the  Qneen ;  and  therefore,  as  an 
innocent  man,  he  is  not  prosecuted.  And 
if  he,  who  had  eight  votes  in  his  favour,  is 
not  guilty,  is  the  man  in  the  dock,  whom 
even  the  informer  said  nobody  would  vote 
for,  to  be  made  responsible  for  that  act? 

Gentlemen,  I  have  spoken  to  this  case ; 
I  have  gone  over  the  entire  evidence,  and 
it  is  for  you  to  say  whether  the  charge 
brought  forward  against  the  prisoner  is 
made  out.  That  charge  is  high  treason— 
that  he  did  compass  the  death  of  the 
Queen,  and  levy  war  against  her  in  her 
realm.  I  have  explained  the  principles  on 
which  the  case  rests.  I  have  showed  you 
that  appearance  in  arms  is  not  enough  to 
constitute  treason ;  a  seeking  of  protection 
from  arrest  is  not  enoagh;  the  crime 
proved  must  be  treason  within  the  in- 
dictment, or  else  you  are  bound  to  acquit 
the  prisoner. 

I  have  observed  upon  the  evidence,  and 
considered,  so  far  as  my  humble  ability 
would  permit,  the  great  question  involved 
in  this  solemn  trial — namely  the  guilty 
intent  of  the  prisoner.  Even  although  the 
explanation  of  his  conduct  may  be  in  some 
respect  unsatisfactory,  yet,  if  it  fall  short 
of  tne  tremendous  guilt  of  treason,  acquit 
him  you  must.  Well  do  I  know  and  feel 
the  weighty  difficulties  of  his  case.  With 
some,  prejudice  has  blocked  up  the  avenues 
to  the  understanding ;  in  others,  calumny 
has  done  its  work.  The  impracticable 
politician  has  been  condemned  to  a  fate 
ne  has  provoked  and  deserved.  Driven  to 
excesses  he  did  not  contemplate,  in  order 
to  preserve  his  personal  liberty,  he  must 
pay  the  forfeit  of  his  life.  Had  he  been  a 
hypocrite  who  assumed  patriotism  as  the 
mask  of  selfishness,  he  would  ere  now 
have  received  the  rich  reward  of  political 
baseness.  Had  he  been  willing  to  sell  his 
principles,  he  would  have  been  promptly 
paid  his  price.  He  had  only  to  cheer  on 
inconsistency  when  most  flagrant,  to  ap- 
plaud what  he  had  condemnea,  and  to  con- 
demn  what  he  had  applauded — to  unsay 
what  he  had  said,  and  to  say  what  he  did 
not  honestly  believe,  and  the  attainted 
traitor  would  have  been  a  patriotic  place- 
man. He  might  have  flourished  in  indi- 
vidual prosperity  after  he  had  traded  with 
sufficient  tictct  on  the  miseries  of  his 
coantry.  But  he  is  now  hooted  by  all 
parties,  for  he  has  flattered,  and  he  has 
stooped    to    none.    This  ofience  against 

Skrty  is  worse  than  his  intent  to  kOl  the 
ueen — for  he  has  unmasked  faction,  and 
exposed  meanness  and  corruption.  Whither 
can  he  turn  for  sympathy  P  From  whom 
expect  justice?  Slandered,  blackened, 
and  vilified,  his  motives  maligned,  his 
conduct  misrepresented ;  nicknamed  trai- 
tor, anarchist,  the  foe  of  social  order, 
property  and  law — whither  can  he  look 


for  refuge  P  A  price  was  set  upon  his 
head;  he  has  been  caricatured,  hunted 
through  his  native  country — no  epithet 
of  abuse  was  too  gross  to  be  applied  to 
him.  Where  can  ne  expect  a  temperate 
consideration  of  his  motives  and  entire 
political  career  P  His  hope  must  alone  be 
where  the  law  has  placed  it — ^in  the 
honour,  the  integrity,  the  discernment, 
the  humanity  of  a  jury.  A  rampart  of 
defence  that  jury  was  designed  to  be 
to  accused  men,  prosecuted  for  political 
conduct  or  political  excesses,  by  the 
weight  and  power  of  the  Crown.  Judges 
must  be  unbending;  juries  may  regard 
the  frailty  of  human  nature.  Juries — 
sprung  from  the  people — should  oast  the 
ample  shield  of  their  protection  round 
their  fellow-subject,  where  they  can  be* 
lieve  his  heart,  nis  motive,  and  his  pur- 
pose were  not  guilty,  eouivocal  although 
certain  of  his  acts  may  oe.  Such  is  the 
high  office  designed  for  you  in  that  famous 
constitution,  whose  foundations  have  been 
laid  in  the  deepest  wisdom,  which  has 
been  through  successive  ages  cemented  by 
the  patriots  blood,  and  consecrated  in 
the  martyr's  fire.  Your  countryman, 
your  fellow-mortal,  is  in  your  power. 
Seek  not,  with  severe  anxiety,  for  proofs 
on  which  to  send  him  to  a  bloody  death ; 
rather  regard  the  evidence  which  enables 
merciful  men  to  save  what  may  yet  prove 
a  useful  life  to  his  family  and  his  country. 
The  boast  of  British  law  is  that  it  abhors 
the  shedding  of  human  blood.  Yield  to 
its  benign  principles,  to  the  generous  im- 
pulses of  your  nature,  and  stand  between 
the  prisoner  and  his  grave.  Review  his 
life.  From  his  mother's  breast  he  drank 
in  a  love  of  country — from   a   father's 

Satriotic  example  the  passion  grew  to  a 
angerous  height.  He  has  indulged,  per- 
haps, a  vision  to  the  peril  of  life,  that 
Ireland  might  be  a  nation  and  you  her 
ffuides  to  wealth  and  greatness.  Is  not 
death  upon  the  scaflbld  a  terrible  punish- 
ment for  the  belief,  although  misguided, 
that  Irishmen  had  intellect  enough  to 
rule  the  country  of  their  birth  P  In  his 
childhood  he  heard  that  the  union  with 
England  was  carried  by  corruption.  He 
heard  it  from  an  Irish  senator  whom 
money  could  not  purchase — whom  a  title 
could  not  bribe — who  gave  his  honest 
vote,  and  would  have  freely  given  his  life, 
to  save  the  perishing  constitution  of  his 
country.  That  father  recounted  to  my 
client  what  Plwiket,  Bushe,  and  Oraitan 
spoke  on  the  last  memorable  night  of  our 
national  existence— how  he  had  been 
persuaded  by  the  gravity  of  their  argu- 
ments, transported  by  their  eloquence, 
and  borne  away  by  their  patriotic  ardour. 
His  youthful  imagination,  fired  by  a  sense 
of  Ireland's  wrongs,  dwelt  on  the  days 
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when  we  bad  a  gentry  and  a  senate  with 
intense  constancy,  and  the  passion  grew 
that  he  might  restore  a  parliament  to  the 
land  he  loved.  This  was  the  source  of  a.l 
his  errors.  Bitter  disappointment  has 
crashed  his  ardent  hopes;  but  a  parlia- 
mentary  constitution  he  wished  and 
meant  to  have  given  to  Ireland.  No  man's 
property  would  he  have  touched— no  law 
of  God  or  man  would  he  have  broken. 
Loved  by  those  who  knew  him.  generous, 
disinterested,  utterly  unselfish  through 
life,  humane  and  tender-hearted—he  now 
stands  at  the  bar  of  his  country  to  answer 
for  having  meant  to  kill  the  Queen,  and 
subvert  the  constitution  which  he  adores. 
His  true  offence  is  that  he  courted  for 
you  what  is  England's  glory,  and  blessing, 
and  pride.  Deeply  he  may  have  erred  in 
pursuit  of  this  darling  object— will  you 
avenge  his  misdirected  patriotism  by  a 
dreadful  death  ?  You  may  do  so,  and  no 
earthly  inducement  will  tempt  me  to  say, 
if  you  pronounce  the  awful  sentence  of 

fuilty,  that  you  have  not  given  the  ver- 
ict  conscience  commanded.  If  his 
countrymen  condemn  my  client,  he  will 
be  ready  to  meet  his  fate  in  the  faith  of  a 
Chiistian,  and  with  the  firmness  of  a  man. 
The  last  accents  of  his  lips-will  breathe  a 
prayer  for  Ireland's  happiness,  Ireland's 
constitutional  freedom.  The  dread  mo- 
ments that  shall  precede  his  mortal 
agonies  will  be  consoled  if,  through  his 
sufferings  and  his  sacrifice,  some  syotem 
of  government  should  arise  such  as  I 
aver  has  never  bei-e  existed — wise,  com- 
prehensive, impartial,  and  above  all,  con- 
sistent, which  may  conduct  to  wealth, 
prosperitv,  and  greatness,  the  country  he 
has  loved,  not  wisely,  perhaps,  but  too 
well. 

Would  to  God  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  were 
my  only  client.  The  future  happiness  of 
an  honourable,  ancient,  loyal  family  is 
here  at  stake — the  church,  the  bar,  the 
senate  furnish  relatives  near  and  dear  to 
this  unhappy  gentleman,  who,  although 
they  differ  with  him  in  political  opinion, 
have  hastened  to  give  him  brotherly  con- 
solation this  melancholy  day.  Ireland 
has  been  the  scene  of  their  benevolent 
exertions — the  source  of  their  joys,  her 
misery  has  been  tbeir  aflaiction,  her  gleams 
of  prosperity  their  delight.  With  broken 
hearts,  should  you  consign  the  prisoner  to 
the  scaffold,  they  must  henceforward 
struggle  on  through  a  cheerless  existence, 
labouring  in  sorrow  for  the  land  they 
love.  A  venerable  lady,  who  has  dwelt 
amidst  an  aHectionate  tenantry,  spending 
her  income  where  it  was  raised,  diffuaing 
her  charities  and  her  blessings  around, 
awaits  now,  with  trembling  heart,  your 
verdict.  If  a  verdict  consigning  her  be- 
loved son  to  death— that  heart  will  quickly 
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beat  no  more.  Alas  !  more  dreadful  still 
— six  innocent  children  will  hear  from 
your  lips  whether  they  are  to  be  stripped 
of  an  inheritance  which  has  descended 
in  this  family  for  ages — whether  they  are 
to  be  driven,  fatherless  and  beggared 
upon  the  world,  by  the  rigour  of  a  bar- 
barous and  cruel  law,  whether  they  are  to 
be  restored  to  peace  and  joy,  or  plunged 
into  the  uttermost  depths  of  black  de- 
spair. There  is  another  who  clings  to 
hope — hope,  may  it  be  blessed,  in  you  ! 
Her  life's  blood  would  be  gladly  shed  to 
save  the  object  of  her  youthful  affections ; 
you  will  not  consign  her  to  an  untimely 
grave  1  In  a  case  of  doubt,  at  the  very 
worst,  let  a  father's  pity  be  awakened,  a 
husband's  love  be  moved.  Let  justice  be 
administered,  but  justice  in  uiercj.  In 
no  pitiful  strains  do  I  seek  compassion  for 
my  client,  even  in  this  case  of  blood.  I 
ask  it  Holemnly  in  the  spirit  of  our  free 
constitution,  in  accordance  with  the  rooted 
principles  of  our  common  law.  In  this 
great  cause  between  the  subject  and  the 
Crown,  those  great  principles  ought  to 
shine  out  in  glorious  perfection.  A  ver- 
dict of  acquittal  in  accordance  with  those 
divine  doctrines,  will  not  be  a  triumph 
over  the  law,  but  the  triumph  of  the  law. 
When  the  Sovereign  seals,  by  her  coro- 
nation oath,  the  great  compact  between 
the  people  and  the  Crown,  she  swears  to 
execute,  in  all  her  judgments,  justice  in 
mercy.  The  same  justice  jou  administer 
— no  rigorous,  remorseless,  sanguinary 
code — but  justice  in  mercy.  Where,  as 
here,  the  crime  consists  in  the  intent  of 
the  heart,  and  you  can  believe  that  intent 
not  treasonable,  or  even  doubtful,  then, 
by  the  solemn  obligation  even  of  coldest 
duty,  you  should  yield  to  mercy.  In 
nothing,  though  at  au  immeasurable  dis- 
tance still,  do  men  on  earth  so  nearly  ap- 
proach the  attribute-  of  the  Ahuighty  as 
in  the  administration  of  justice.  Divine 
justice  will  be  tempered  with  mercy,  or 
dismal  will  be  our  fate.  As  you  hope  for 
mercy  from  the  (jreat  Judge,  grant  it  this 
day.  The  awful  issues  of  life  and  death 
are  in  your  hands — do  justice  in  mercy. 
The  last  faint  murmur  on  your  quivering 
lips  will  be  for  mercy,  ere  the  immortal 
spirit  shall  wing  its  flight  to,  I  trust,  a 
bettor  and  brighter  world. 

EVIDEKCE  FOR  THE  DEFENCE. 

William  James  Hamill — Examined  by 
Fitzgerald, 

Secretary  to  the  Irish  Confederation  for 
six  months  after  its  foundation,  January 
15,  18-17.  Proved  the  Rules  of  the  Con- 
federation, also  a  document  circulated 
amongst  the  members  of  the  Confede- 
ration,   ''A    Lecture    on    the    Use    and 
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Cnpacity  of  the  Conferlerate  ClnbR,  de- 
livered at  the  Dr.  Doyle  CI u broom,  Dublin, 
by  Charles  Gavan  Duffy.''  Another 
document,  **  A  Report  on  the  Organiza- 
tion and  lustruotions  for  the  formation 
of  Confederate  Clubs,  by  Charles  Gavan 
Puffy"  printed  by  William  Hoklen,  10, 
Abbey  Street,  the  Confederation  priuter. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney- General, 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  Mr.  Duffy,  Mr. 
Dillon,  Mr.  Doheny,  Mr.  Givan  Duffy,  Mr. 
John  Mi'chel,  Mr.  Devin  Reilly,  Mr.  John 
Martin,  Doctor  Cane  oi  Kilkenny.  Mr. 
Varian  of  Cork,  and  Mr.  D'Arcy  M'Gee 
-wore  original  members  of  the  C^'uncil. 
Mr.  Brennan  was  not.  I  am  not  sure 
about  Mr.  Lalor. 

Re-examined  by  Fitzgerald. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  Meehan  was  a  member, 
also  the  Kev.  Mr.  Kenyon. 

Dr.  John  Gfj-ay— Examined  by  Sir  C, 

O'Lotjhleu. 

One  of  the  proprietors  of  Tlie  Freeman's 
Joui^ial.  vSpoke  to  the  formation  of  the 
Irish  League,  in  July,  1848.  Proved  the 
rules  adopted  by  the  League,  also  *' A 
speech  of  Williom  Smith  O'Brien,  M.P., 
on  the  cause  of  discontent  in  Ireland, 
delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
4th  July.  1843,"  and  *'  a  letter  of  Williajn 
Smith  O'Brien  on  joining  the  Associa- 
tion ; "  both  were  circulated  by  the  Repeal 
Association. 

You  have  been  some  time  acquainted 
with  Mr.  O'Brien  ? — I  have  known  him 
since  1844. 

Have  you  conversed  with  him  on  poli- 
tical subjects? -Very  frequently 


speech  made  several  yea»*3  before  to 
show,  at  an  early  period  of  his  political 
life.*  that  he  did  really  and  hona  fide 
profess  himself  an  advocate  of  legiti- 
mate agitation  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing political  changes.  In  this  case  wo  do 
not  impute  any  meaning  to  words  or 
speeches  made  by  Mr.  O'Brien,  except 
what  is  plainly  expressed  in  the  speeches 
themselves.  I  do  not  object  to  general 
evidence  of  thftt  character. 

DoiiERTY,  C.J. :  Does  not  this  amount 
to  general  evidence  of  character  ? 

Blackbukne,  L.C.J. :  We  think  it  right 
to  ask  the  general  question  as  to  his  at- 
tachment to  the  Queen. 

Sir  0.  O^Loghlm  {to  the  Witness):  From 
the  opportunities  you  have  had  of  a  know- 
ledge of  Mr.  O'Brien's  sentiments,  can 
yon  state  what  was  his  opinion  of  consti- 
tutional agitation  ? 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  We  do  not  under- 
stand that  word  here  ;  you  must  ask  as  to 
the  loyalty  of  Mr.  O^Brien,  and  his  at- 
tachment to  the  Queen. 

Witness:  I  have  frequently  heard  him 
say  he  would  rather  give  up  life  than  be 
a  party  to  any  unconstitutional  agitation. 

The  Witness  further  stated  that  about 
Saturday,  July  21st,  a  placird  about  the 
suspension  of  the  Ualeas  Corpus  Act  and 
the  intended  arrest  of  Mr.  O^Brlen  was  ex- 
hibited outside  The  Freeman  office ;  atul 
that  Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr.  Meiigher  called 
and  were  shown  the  original  telegraphic 
despatch. 

Sir  C.  0*Loghlen :  Take  that  document 
in  your  hand  (Jianding  a  paper  to  the 
Witness).  These  are  the  resolutions  of 
the  l.Sth  of  July,  my  lord. — I  recognis;? 


Have  you  ever  heard  him  express  dis-  '  this  as  a  reprint- of  a  resolution  sent  to 
loyalty  to  the  Queen,  or  use  any  langu  ige    me  by  the  members  of  a  club 


disrespectful  to  royalty  at  all?     Never. 

Did  you  over  hear  him  ex|)refife  opinions 
with  respect  to  constitutional  agitation  P 

Attorney-General:  I  do  not  know  really, 
my  lord,  whether  this  is  evidence. 

Sir  C.  O'Loghlen  :  We  propose  to 
show    from  persons  acquunted  with  Mr. 


Did  you  see  the  resolution  in  manu- 
script P — Yes  ;  it  is  an  accurate  copy,  ex- 
cept some  slight  typographical  error. 

Where  is  that  manuscript  P — It  was  re- 
turied  to  the  members  of  the  club  ;  it 
was  an  oritrinal  d(»cument  sent  to  my 
oflSce,  and  I  left  directions  that  it  should 


O'Brien  for  a  long  time,  that  they  have  be  returned  to  the  messenger  who  called 
never   heard   him   express   opini(»ns    dis-  '  for  it  again. 

loyal  to  the  Queen,  and  that  bis  opi-  I  Solicitor -Gentral:  Can  Dr.  Chray  swea- 
nions  have  been  always  in  favour  of  con-  in  whoHO  handwriting  it  was  ? — I  recog- 
Btitutional  agitation.     A  similar   line   of    nized  the  authenticity  of  the  do<  uracnt 


defence  was  adopted  in  the  cases  of  Hardy 
and  Hitrne  Took  Arthur  O'Connor  and 
O'Connell.  In  Hardy  s  case  it  was  ad- 
mitted after  a  very  long  argument.  In 
the  case  of  0'Co7^«or  witnesses,  including 
Lord  John  Busacll  and  several  noblemen 
and  gentlemen,  were  brought  forward, 
who  all  gave  evidence  to  the  same  etiect. 

Attorney- General :  In  O' Council's  ca^e 
there  was  a  question  as  to  the  real  mean- 
ing of  some  of  his  speeches,  and  they 
were   allowed  to  go   into   evidence   of   a 


by  the  signatures,  some  of  which  I  knew. 
My  attention  Wbg  drawn  to  the  document 
by  the  foreman. 

Sir  C.  (yLoghlcn  {to  the  Clei'k  of  tht 
Croivn) :  Then  mark  it  as  proved  by  Dr. 
Gray. 

Solicitor- General :  I  consider  it  not 
proved  at  all. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Solicitor- General. 
That  was  a  coalition   between  the  mem- 
berd   cf    the    Conciliation    Hall  and  the 
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members  of  the  Confederation  ? — A  coali- 
tion of  two  parties  of  repealers,  who 
fancied  they  differed  very  mach,  and 
found  they  did  not  differ. 

One  party  consisted  of  the  advocates  of 
moral  force  ? — They  were  all  advocates  of 
moral  force. 

As  distingni^bed  from  the  advocates  of 
physical  force  ? — They  were  all  advocates 
of.  moral  force.  They  were  called,  in  the 
language  of  the  day,  moral  and  physical 
force  parties ;  but  when  they  came  to- 
gether and  conversed  on  the  matter,  tbey 
found  they  were  all  advocates  of  moral 
force. 

Am  I  10  understand  that  the  physical 
force  advocates  had  conceded  their  opi- 
nions, to  enable  them  to  become  members 
of  the  League,  to  the  moral  force  men  ? 
—  There  was  no  concession  on  either  side  ; 
both  parties  conceded  phraseology  which 
they  tnought  might  be  misunderstood  by 
the  other. 

And  was  it  a  concession  of  phraseology 
without  diKcIosing  the  real  state  of  tbe 
opinions  of  the  parties  P — 1  did  not  state 
that. 

What  am  I  to  understand  from  it? — 
There  were  certain  phi-ases  used  by  both 
parties  which  were  misunderstood  by  the 
other ;  and  on  coming  to  understand  each 
other's  meaning,  they  found  that  they  had 
misunderstood  each  other.  And  their 
difference,  that  is  their  separation,  arose 
throngh  a  misunderstanding,  and  not  be- 
canse  of  any  reti)  diHerence  as  to  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  repeal  agitation  should 
be  conducted. 

Kow,  am  I  not  to  understand  this,  that 
one  of  the  parties  objected  to  its  being 
considered  that  members  of  the  League 
should  have  uny  conne.xion  whatever  with 
the  Confederate  Clubs  P— Both  parties 
agreed  in  that. 

Was  it  a  necessary  incident  to  their 
character,  as  members  of  the  League, 
that  ihey  should  have  no  connexion  what- 
ever with  the  clubs  P — It  was  under- 
stood that  the  Triph  League  was  to  be  a 
separate  and  distinct  body ;  totally  dis- 
tinct from  all  othcjs. 

Did  that  amount  to  excluding  from  their 
body  members  of  clubs? — It  did  not 
amount  to  excluding  the  members  of  the 
Repeal  Association  or  any  other  associa- 
tion except  place-hunters ;  that  was  the 
only  exception  made. 

Was  there,  however,  an  understanding 
that  none  of  the  members  of  the  League 
were  considered  to  be  responsible  for  any 
acts  or  opinions  of  the  clubs  P — None  of 
the  members  of  the  League  were  to  be 
considered  responsible  for  any  of  the  acts 
of  any  other  parties. 

The  message  of  July  22  about  the  sus- 
pendon   of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  was 


transmitted  by  my  agent  in  London  to  Qiy 
agent  in  Liverpool,  and  tbe  agent  in 
Liverpool  transmitted  that  to  me,  and  the 
manuscript  of  my  acent  I  showed  to  Mr. 
Meagher  and  Mr.  DiUon.  It  was  placarded 
at  the  office. 

Were  the  words,  "  Warrant  issued,** 
&c.,  added  at  your  own  office  by  yourself? 
— No. 

That  was  part  of  the  message  trans- 
mitted from  London  by  your  agent  ? — • 
That  was  part  of  the  message  sent  to  me. 

That  could  not  have  been  true  ? — I  be- 
lieved it  to  have  been  true. 

You  found  afterwards  it  was  not ;  the 
Act  had  not  passed,  it  was  only  notice 
given  of  bringing  in  the  bill  ?  —My  tele 
graphic  despatch  did  not  say  an  Act  had 
passed,  but  that  it  was  about  to  be  passed. 

John  Maker — Examined  by  FUzgei'ald. 

Deputy  Lieutenant  for  the  county  of 
Wexford,  and  formerly  M.P.  for  the 
county.  Had  been  acquainted  with  Mr. 
O'Brien  for  many  years.  Spoke  to  Mr. 
O'Brien's  coming  on  a  visit  to  his  house 
near  Enniscorthy,  by  invitation,  on  Satur- 
day July  21,  1848,  and  leaving  at  about 
ten  or  half-past  on  the  following  morning. 

State  the  circumstances  under  which 
he  left  it. — A  servant  came  to  my  dress- 
ing-room about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, to  say  Mr.  Onrien  wished  to  see  me. 
I  immediately  went  to  his  bedroom  in  my 
dressing-gown,  where  I  found  he  was  in 
the  act  of  dressing. 

Atioimey-Oeneral :  One  moment.  I  do 
not  know  whether  all  the  private  state, 
meuts  of  Mr.  O'Brien  to  this  witness  are 
to  be  evidence. 

Fitzgerald  :  Surely,  I  am  entitled  to  give 
this  in  evidence.  The  A ttoi-ney- General 
relies  on  the  intent  with  which  Mr. 
O'Brien  left  Dublin  on  this  very  occasion. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  The  Attorney- 
General  has  not  examined  a?  to  any  thing 
that  occurred  at  Mr.  Maker's  houise',  which 
might  admit  declarations  on  that  occasion 
of  Mr.  O'Brien. 

Fitzgerald :  Surely,  my  lord,  he  stated 
thohC  acts  as  different  stops. 

DouEKTY,  C.J. :  You  may  meet  it  by  the 
acts,  for  instance,  of  Mr.  Meaghei'  going 
up  to  Mr.  O'Brien. 

Fitzgerald  (to  the  Witness) :  Had  any 
other  persons  come  into  your  house  P — In 
the  bedroom  of  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  1  found 
two  other  gentlemen  who  had  arrived  that 
morning  by  the  mail  from  Dublin. 

W  ho  were  those  gentlemen  P — Mr. 
Thomas  Francis  Meagher  and  Mr.  John 
Dillon. 

Solicitor- G eneral :  They  have  now  the 
full  benefit  of  what  they  wanted. 

Prisoner:  May  I  be  allowed  to  ask,  in 
common  fairness,  whether  every  spcoch 
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made  by  me  Bnbseqnent  to  my  leaving 
Dublin,  which  happens  to  be  reported  in 
soch  a  fashion  that  I  never  believe 
Hpeeches  were  reported  before,  by  every 
common  policeman,  should  be  taken  as 
evidence  of  my  intent ;  and  the  declara- 
tion of  a  private  friend,  of  what  I  said  to 
him  in  the  progress  of  my  journey  should 
not  be  allowed  as  evidence.  It  does  seem 
to  me  the  most  monstrous  decision  I  ever 
heard  of. 

Fitzgerald:  Does  your  lordship  think, 
having  brought  other  members  who  are 
charged  as  co -conspirators  into  connexion 
with  Mr.  O'Brien^  that  I  am  at  libeity  to 
give  evidence  as  to  the  intent  with  which 
they  left  P 

Blackburne,  L.O.J,  t  No,  we  do  not. 

Prisoner  {to  Fitzgerald):  Perhaps  you 
would  save  yourself  the  trouble  of  going 
any  further ;  it  is  quite  a  farce  to  attempt 
it.  I  call  upon  you  to  give  up  the  defence. 
Let  the  case  go  as  it  is  to  the  jury  ;  I  am 
quite  satisfied ;  I  look  upon  it  as  a  sub- 
stantial violation  of  nil  ihe  principles  of 
justice,  and  I  call  on  my  counsel  to  give 
up  rhe  case. 

Fitzgerald  t  I  beg  your  lordship's  par- 
don,  but  your  lordship  knows  the  heavy 
importance  of  this  case;  perhaps  the 
Court  will  wait  till  Mr.  Whiteside  arrives  ? 

MooRE,  J. :  Yes,  certainly,  we  will  wait. 

Fitzgerald:  In  order  to  save  time,  I 
will  ask  one  or  two  other  questions  of  the 
Witness  to  which  there  can  be  no  objec* 
tion.  {To  the  Witness) :  At  what  time  did 
Mr.  O'Brien  and  Mr.  Meagher  leave  your 
house  ? — From  ten  to  half-past  ten  o'clock. 

Did  those  two  gentlemen  you  spoke  of 
go  with  him  P — They  did. 

Have  you  been  long  acquainted,  Mr. 
Maher,  with  Mr.  0*Brien  ? — My  acquaint- 
ance with  him  dates  from  1835. 

Are  3'ou  ilcquainted  with  his  sentiments, 
political  and  otherwise? — His  political 
sentiments — of  course  I  have  some 
acquaintance  with  those,  as  1  should  say 
the  rest  of  the  world  have.  His  private 
sentiments  on  various  matters^  when  we 
have  come  together,  I  have  also  known  ; 
we  have  spoken  together  on  political 
matters. 

Do  you  believe  him  to  be  a  person 
attached  to  the  Queen  and  conatitution  P 
— I  should  say  distinctly  so. 

Prisoner ;  My  lordi,  I  beg  pardon  again ; 
I  must  once  more  appeal  to  your  lord- 
ships to  know  whether  the  convei'sation  I 
held  with  Mr  Maher  on  the  morning  of 
my  departure  is  to  be  received  by  the 
Court  P 

S  ilicUor' General :  As  the  rejection  of 
the  question  appears  to  press  on  Mr. 
O'Brien* s  mind,  and  he  feels  that  the 
riuestion  oukfht  to  be  answered,  we  with- 
draw our  objection. 


Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  If  you  have  no 
objection,  of  course  it  may  be  answered. 

Solicitor-General :  We  have  no  objection 
to  it. 

Attorney-  General :  It  is  not  to  be  taken 
as  a  precedent. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  Any  transaction 
which  is  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Crown 
of  conversations  and  communications  with 
Mr.  O'Brien,  they  had  the  fullest  ri^ht  to 
examine  to  as  his  own  declarations  m  the 
course  of  this  transaction  ;  but  this  being 
a  perfectly  distinct  one,  with  reference  to 
which  the  Crown  oftered  no  evidence,  we 
thought  he  had  no  right  to  do  so ;  but  as 
the  Crown  waive  their  objection,  you  may 
proceed  Mr.  Fitzgerald. 

Attorney- General :  Certainly,  my  lord. 

Fitzgerald  {to  the  Witness) :  Now,  state 
what  passed  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd  ? 
— About  eight  o'clock  a  servant  came  to 
my  dressing-room,  and  stated  that  Mr. 
Smith  O'Brien  wished  to  speak  to  me.  I 
went  to  his  bedroom  and  found  him  in  the 
act  of  dressing;  he  immediately  said, 
'*  There  are  two  other  gents  in  the  house 
for  whom  I  think  you  are  not  prepared : 
Mr.  Meaijh&r  and  Mr.  DiUon  arrived  this 
morning  by  the  mail,  and  bring  the  news 
of  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act;  and  that  a  warrant  for  my  arrest 
has  been  issued,  which  they  think  may 
probably  have  come  down  by  the  mail  by 
which  they  came  themselves  "  ;  and  he 
then  said,  **  My  dear  Maher,  I  did  not 
come  to  your  house  to  distui  b  its  peace  ; 
get  us  some  breakfast,  and  send  us  on  our 
way.  I  do  not  wish  that  any  arrest  should 
take  place  in  your  house.  Send  for  a  car, 
that  we  may  go  towards  Kilkenny,  whei  e 
we  have  some  friends  with  whom  I  wish 
to  consult  in  this  crisis."  I  told  him  ihuy 
should  have  my  carriage  to  take  them  to 
Enniscoithv,  and,  in  the  meantime,  I 
would  send  a  messenger  to  have  a  <ar 
ready  to  forward  them  on  their  arrival. 
They  breakfasted,  and  left  within  an 
hour. 

Now,  had  there  been  any  appointment 
previous  to  this  for  any  thing  to  be  done 
on  the  next  day  P — On  the  next  day  I  think 
I  had  projected  to  take  Mr.  O'Brien  to  see 
Wexford  and  its  harbour,  and  the  mud 
lands  of  Wexfoid,  which  were  in  the 
coarse  of  reclamation,  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed a  considerable  interest. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney -General. 

Dillon  and  If ea^/ier  arrived  on  the  Sun- 
day morning.  Mr.  O^Brien  had  a  large 
leathern  portmanteau  with  him.  He  said 
he  was  going  to  Kilkenny. 

Henry  Coulter— 'Kxam'mod  by  Sir  (7. 
0*Loghlen. 

A  shorthand  writer  connected  with  The 
Fretrman's  Journal,  Spoke  to  a  meeting  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


The  Qneeii  against  Smith  O'Brien,  1848. 


265] 

the  Confederation  held  at  the  Botunda, 
at  which  a  discnssion  arose  between  Mr. 
O'Brien  and  Mr.  Mitchel.  Mr.  O'Brien 
spoke.  It  was  on  Wednesday,  2nd  or  3rd 
of  February  1848.  Mr.  O'Brien  moved  a  re- 
solution to  the  effect  that  certain  letters 
having  been  published  which  the  public 
might  consider  were  expressing  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Irish  Confederation,  they 
deemed  it  advisable  to  lay  before  the 
country  their  original  rules*  An  amend- 
ment was  moved  by  Mr.  Mitchell  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Devin  BeiUy.  The  meet- 
ing was  twice  adjourned.  Mr.  O'Brien's 
resolution  was  finally  carried. 

The  Witness  also  proved  a  speech  made 
by  Mr.  O'Brien  at  the  Irish  Confedei-ation 
on  May  13th,  1847,  in  which  he  suid— » 

"  Now  we  think  it  absolutely  necesMtry — and 
I  speak  on  the  part  of  the  council  as  well  as  on 
my  own  part — we  look  upon  it  as  essentially 
necessary  to  combine  all  classes  and  cteeds  of 
Irishmen — ay,  to  unite  even  Orangemen  with  us 
in  our  struggle — those  men  who  have  often  em- 
ployed physical  force  injuriously  for  themselves 
and  the  country,  but  who  never  abdicated  the 
right  to  wield  the  8 word.  We  do  feel  earnestly 
and  strongly,  that  in  order  to  effect,  by  peaceful 
means,  the  repeal  of  the  union,  a  confederation 
of  the  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land is  absolutely  necessary. 

**  There  was  another  resolution  proposed  by 
ns,  and  I  think  it  right  that  the  Protestants  of 
this  country  should  know  that  it  was  not  sug- 
gested by  a  Protestant,  but  by  Roman  Catholics. 
That  resolution  was  to  the  effect,  that  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  new  body,  there  should  be  a 
strict  avoidance  of  all  topics  of  a  sectnrian  or 
purely  religious  nature.  Perhaps  some  fell 
over-sensitive  on  this  point,  and  its  importance 
may  have  been  exaggerated.  I  think  it  has ; 
but  the  fact  cannot  be  concealed,  that  there  are 
many  Protestants  and  Catholics  who  consider 
that  there  was  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Repeal 
Association  that  which  gave  it  rather  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  Catholic  Association  than  of  a 
national  body  of  Irishmen,  including  men  of 
different  creed-," 

Eichard  j^arre^^— Examined  by 
Fitzgerald. 

Editor  of  The  Pilot  newspaper.  A 
member  of  the  '82  Club,  not  on©  of  the 
Confederate  Clubs.  The  uniform  is  a 
green  dress  and  a  cap  with  a  gold  band. 

1  have  known  Mr.  O'Brien  since  1844. 
He  profeHsed  principles  which  I  think 
involve  attachment  to  the  Queen ;  and  if 
he  had  expressed  contrary  sentiments  I 
shonld  have  recollected  it. 

Sir  David  Roche,  Burt.— Examined  by 
Sir  G.  O'Loghlen. 

Formerly  member  of  Parliament  for  the 
city  of  Limerick.  Had  known  Mr.  O'Brien 
for  eighteen  or  twenty  years. 

You  have  had  occasion  to  converse  with 
him  on  political  subjects?— Frequently. 
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Now,  from  his  general  character,  and 
the  knowledge  of  him  you  have  acquired 
by  those  conversations,  do  you  consider 
him  a  friend  to  the  Queen  and  constitu- 
tion, or  the  contrary  P — I  am  quite  sure 
that  Mr.  O'Brien,  as  far  as  I  know,  never 
entertained  an  opinion  against  the  title 
and  dignity  of  the  Queen.  With  respect 
to  the  constitution,  if  you  mean  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Union,  I  think  he  was 
opposed  to  it  in  this  country.  But  not  in 
any  other  way  except  the  restoration  of 
the  Parliament  to  this  country,  and  upon 
that  point  he  entertained  strong  opinions. 
I  believe  be  is  a  very  determined  man  in 
expressing  his  own  opinions.  I  think  he 
speaks  very  openly. 

Have  you  ever  heard  him  express  opi- 
nions with  respect  to  constitutional  agi- 
tation P 

Solicitor- General :  I  object  to  that;  I 
think  that  such  a  question  cannot  be  put. 

Sir  C.  O'Loghlen:  It  is  identically  the 
same  as  that  which  was  put  to  the 
Duke  of  Bichmond  in  Home  Tooke's  case. 
{To  the  Witness) :  Have  you  ever  heard 
him  express  opinions  with  respect  to  con- 
stitutional agitation  P— I  think  I  have 
heard  him  say  that  the  only  way  to  obtain 
political  changes  was  by  means  of  consti- 
tutional agitation. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorneif- General. 

You  considered  him  rather  a  determined 
man  in  carrying  out  bis  opinions? — In 
carrying  out  his  own  opinions. 

Have  you  had  much  intercourse  with 
him  since  the  month  of  March,  in  the 
present  yearP^Iu  the  early  part  of  the 
year  I  think  I  had. 

That  is,  about  January  of  February  P — 
After  March — April. 

John  Bolton  Jlfa*fiey— Examined  by 
Fitzgerald. 

Grand  juror  of  the  county  of  Limerick. 
Had  known  Mr.  O'Brien  for  many  years. 

From  your  knowledge  of  his  sentiments, 
do  you  believe  bim  to  have  been  attached 
to  the  Queen  and  constitution  P — I  never 
could  collect  any  thing  that  was  hostile  to 
the  constitution,  that  is,  the  Queen,  Lords 
and  Commons ;  he  certainly  was  a  re- 
pealer, and  was  very  anxious  on  that 
subject. 

Sir  Denham  Norrejfs,  Bart.,  M.P*— Ex- 
amined by  Sir  0.  O'Loghlen. 

Member  of  Parliam  eUt.  Proved  a  speerh 
delivered  by  Mr.  O'Brien  in  1843  on  the 
causes  of  Irish  discontent,  and  an  address 
to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  O'Brien  in  the  same  year  and 
adopted  at  a  meeting  of  Irish  members. 

You  say  you  have  known  Mr.  0*Brien 
for  many  years  P^-For  twenty  yeara. 
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Have  jon  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
conversing  with  him  on  political  subjects? 
—Yes. 

From  those  conversations,  and  the 
general  knowledge  yon  have  of  his  cha- 
racter, do  you  consider  him  to  be  a  man 
attached  to  the  Queen  and  constitution  of 
the  kingdom,  meaning  by  the  word  **  con- 
stitution,** Queen,  Lords,  and  Commons? 
— Certainly. 

William  Fitzgerald,  grand  juror  for 
Clare,  Hon.  Cornelius  O^Callaghan,  D.L., 
and  William  Monsell,  M.P.,  gave  similar 
evidence  as  to  Mr.  0'Brte7i'«  character  and 
opinions. 

Thomas  Henry  Biirhe,  recalled,  proved 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Redington,  the  Under- 
Secretary,  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  dated  Au- 
gust 13,  1848,  referring  to  the  contents  of 
the  portmanteau. 

Sir  0.  O'Loghlen  pub  in  the  **  address  to 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  in  1843,'*  the 
speech  delivered  by  Mr.  O'Brien  in  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1843,  and  his  letter 
dated  kOth  of  October  1843,  on  becoming  a 
member  of  the  Repeal  Association,  and 
the  rules  of  the  Irish  Confederation,  re- 
solved upon  at  the  meeting  held  at  the 
Eotnnda  on  January  13th,  1847 — 

KULEB   OF   THE    IkISH    CONFEDERATION. 

**I.  That  domestic  legislation  is  now,  as  it 
has  been  for  forty-six  years,  the  great  and 
urgent  want,  as  well  as  the  inalienable  right,  of 
the  Irish  nation;  and  that  the  helpless  and 
dependent  condition  of  Ireland,  under  the  cala- 
mity of  this  present  season,  has  made  that 
necessity  more  apparent  and  more  imperative. 

*'1I.  That  circumstances  having  rendered  it 
impossible  for  us  to  co-operate,  as  members, 
with  the  existing  association,  which  was  insti- 
tuted to  seek  this  grt^t  national  object,  it  be- 
comes our  duty  to  make  for  ourselves  a  separate 
sphere  of  activity  in  which  we  may  humbl^^ 
strive  for  our  country's  independence  in  the 
way  that  seems  to  us  best  suited  to  attain  it. 
But  we  desire  to  have  it  clearly  understood, 
that  in  taking  this  step,  we  disclaim  all  an- 
tagonism to  the  association  already  in  existence, 
to  which  we  wish  success  in  every  honest  effort 
it  may  make  in  furtherance  of  repeal. 

*•  UI.  That  a  society  be  now  formed  under 
the  title  of  *  The  Irish  Confederation,*  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  our  national  interests, 
and  obtaining  the  legislative  independence  of 
Ireland,  by  the  force  of  opinion,  by  the  com- 
bination of  all  classes  of  Irishmen,  and  by  the 
exercise  of  all  the  political,  social,  and  moral 
influences  within  our  reach. 

"  IV.  That  a  council  be  appointed,  to  be 
called  the  *  Council  of  the  Irish  Confederation,' 
to  conduct  the  business  and  promote  the  objects 
of  the  society,  with  power  to  add  to  their  num- 
bers. This  council  to  be  empowered  to  make 
bye-laws,  to  admit  members,  and  to  call  general 
meetings  of  the  society  at  such  periods  as  shall 
seem  expedient. 
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"  V.  That  the  basis  and  essence  of  *  The 
Irish  Confederation '  shall  be  absolute  indepen- 
dence of  all  English  parties  ;  and  that  any  mem- 
ber of  the  council  accepting  or  soliciting,  for 
himself  or  others,  an  office  of  emolument  under 
any  government  not  pledged  to  effect  a  repeal 
of  the  union,  shall  thereupon  be  removed  from 
the  council. 

"  VI.  That  inasmuch  as  a  combination  of 
Irishmen  of  all  classes  and  creeds  is  essential  to 
the  obtainment  of  legislative  independence,  the 
introduction  of  subjects  of  a  religious  nature 
into  the  debates  of  the  Confederation  is  to  be 
sedulously  avoided;  but  this  will  not  prevent 
any  member  from  introducing  the  consideration 
of  any  civil  grievances  under  which  any  class  of 
religionists  may  suffer. 

**  VII.  Tliat  inasmuch  as  the  essential  bond 
of  union  amongst  us  is  the  assertion  of  Ire- 
land's right  to  an  independent  legislature,  no 
member  of  the  Irish  Confederation  shall  be 
bound  to  the  adoption  of  any  principle  involved 
in  any  resolution  or  promulgated  by  any  speaker 
in  the  society,  or  any  journal  advocating  its 
policy,  to  which  he  has  not  given  his  special 
consent,  save  only  the  foregoing  fundamental 
principles  of  the  society. 

**V1II.  That  no  subscription  shall  be  de- 
manded from  any  person  on  being  enrolled  a 
member  of  the  Irish  Confederation ;  but  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  incurred  by  the  operations  of 
the  society,  voluntary  subscriptions  of  any 
amount  will  be  received. 

"IX.  That  all  expenditure  shall  be  made 
under  the  sanction  of  the  council,  before  whom 
a  weekly  abstract  of  the  accounts  shall  be  lai  I ; 
and  that  the  treasurers  shall  publish  the  staU-  of 
the  accounts  every  six  months,  duly  audited  by 
auditors  to  be  appointed  by  the  council ;  and 
Richard  O'Gorman,  sen.,  and  James  Haughton, 
Esqrs.,  are  hereby  appointed  joint-treasurers 
for  the  first  year." 

Counsel  also  put  in  "The  Report  on 
Organization,'*  and  "  Instructions  for  the 
Formation  and  Government  of  Confede- 
rate Clubs,"  July  1847,  and  read  the  em- 
bodied rules  of  the  Confederate  Clubs — 

Rules  or  the  Confederate  Clubs. 

'*!.  That  every  member  of  the  Irish  Con- 
federation residing  in ,  shall  be  entitled 

to  be  a  member  cif  this  club,  on  undertaking  to 
comply  with  its  regulations,  and  none  but 
members. 

"II.  That  the  following  be  the  officers  and 
committee  for  the  local  oianagement  of  the  club 

for  the  first  six  months : — vice-president, ; 

treasurer,  ;   secretary,    ;   committee, 

;  with  power  to  add  to  their  numbers. 

"  III.  That  the  rooms  of  the  club  be  open  to 

members  from  o'clock  until o'clock 

each . 

*'  IV.  That  in  the  absence  of  thevice-pwsident 
(or  president)  the  members  of  the  committee 
take  the  chair  in  rotation,  to  preserve  order  and 
method  in  the  conduct  of  the  proceedings. 

"  V.  That  no  sectarian  discussions  he  al- 
lowed in  the  club-rooms  under  any  pretence 
whatever. 
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*•  VI.  That  DO  member  be  expelled  from  the 
club  without  a  hearinj^,  and  the  vote  of  a  clear 
mijority,  at  a  refj»larly  convened  meeting. 

"  VII.  That  a  quarterly  report  of  the  statis- 
tics of  the  club  be  forwanied  to  the  ^cretary  of 
the  Confederation. 

"  VIII.  That  all  sums  collected  by  the  club 
collectors  for  the  use  of  the  Confederation,  be 
forwarded  at  least  monthly  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  Confederation.** 

Those  are  the  whole  of  the  rules  of  the 
clubs.   Then  come  the  recommendations — 

"  When  the  provisional  committee  is  formed, 
a  place  of  business  procured,  the  rules  read, 
adopted,  and  posted  up,  and  the  secretary  of 
the  Confederation  informed  of  the  existence  of 
the  club 

**  It  is  recommended  that  the  vice-president 
read  the  list  of  original  members,  and  ascertain 
if  each  has  procured  one  other  member. 

**  If  considerable  progress  in  enrolling  mem- 
bers has  been  made,  a  president  may  be  chosen, 
and  permanent  arrangements,  as  to  collectors, 
days  of  meeting,  &c.,  entered  into. 

"The  report  on  organization  is  then  recom- 
mended to  be  read  in  full  meeting,  that  the 
members  mny  know  the  objects  for  which  the 
confederate  clubs  are  established,  and  the  modes 
of  effecting  those  objects." 

It  then  goes  on,  my  lords,  to  state  the 
objects — 

**  The  first  object  is  organization  for  the 
repeal  of  the  union,  spreading  the  principles  and 
increasing  the  numbers  of  the  Con tVde ration. 

"  The  second  object  is  conciliation^  spreading 
the  doctrines  of  toleration  and  brotherhood, 
overcoming  prejudices,  and  healing  up  ancieiit 
animosities. 

"  The  third  object  is  education^  to  tearh  the 
members  to  know  and  maintain  their  rights,  and 
perform  their  duties  as  Irishmen. 

"  This  last  object  may  be  effected  by  classes, 
lectures,  and  reading." 

That  is  all  of  those  recommendations 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  impf.rtant.  and 
the  rest  may  be  taken  as  read.  Then 
there  is  at  the  end  of  them,  which  is 
material — 

"The  following  gentlemen  have  been  ap 
pointed  inspectors  of  Confederate  Clu»»8  for 
their  respective  provinces  :  — 

McNSTKB— W.  S.  0*Brien,  M.P.,  and  T.  F. 
Meagher. 

Ulstbr — John  Martin  and  John  Mitchel. 

Lbinstbr — C.  Gavan  Duffy  and  John  Edward 
Pigot." 

Counsel  also  put  in  a  lecture  on  **  The 
Use  and  Capacity  of  Confederate  Clubs," 
by  Charles  Gavan  Duffy, 

Now,  my  lord,  we  propose  to  read  the 
speech  of  Mr.  O'Brien  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Confederation,  in  February  1848, 
with  respect  to  Mr.  MitcheVa  policy. 
It  will  only  be  necessary  to  read  three  or 
four  lines — 

"  What  the  Confederation  h»ve  a  right  to  deal 
with  is  simply  this  question,  whether  or  not  the 


sentiments  contained  in  th«sc  letters  committed 
this  Confederation  in  any  manner  that  can 
render  its  efforts  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  union 
less  effer*tive  than  they  would  otherwi8e"have 
been  ?  Now,  I  am  bound  to  tell  you,  that 
amongst  men  of  all  classes — amongst  the  most 
earnest  friends  of  this  association,  as  well  as 
amongst  its  most  active  enemies — there  is  an 
impression  which,  I  conceive,  it  is  our  business  to 
remove — that  the  Confederation  adopts  the  pro- 
positions set  forth  in  the  letters  of  Mr.  Mitchel 
and  Mr.  Reilly  (cries  of  *no,  no,*  and  loud 
counter  cries  of  *  yes,  yes.*)  Now,  I  say  authen- 
tically, that  the  welfare  of  this  Confederation — 
perhaps  1  may  say  its  existence — depends  on 
the  question,  whether  or  not  the  Confederation 
adopts  the  sentiments  contained  in  Mr.  Mitchel's 
and  Mr.  Reilly*s  letters.  I  am  authorized  to 
state,  that  two  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  south  of 
Ireland,  Mr.  Shea  Lalor  and  Mr.  Shine  Lalor, 
one  of  whom  took  the  chair  at  our  first  meeting, 
and  the  other  a  gentleman  who  is  well  known 
in  the  south  of  Ireland  to  be  a  man  of  the 
highest  character  and  respectability — I  am  able 
to  say,  that  their  adhesion  to  the  Confederation 
depends  on  the  decision  which  you  may  give 
with  reference  to  that  question.  I  believe  I 
may  say  that  there  are .  many  others  whose  ad- 
hesion to  this  Confederation  depends  upon  your 
decision  ;  and  I  h  ive  no  hesitation  whatever  in 
stating,  that  my  own  continuance  in  connexion 
with  this  body  depends  upon  it  also.'* 

Then  it  goes  on  to  discuss  the  question 
of  the  poor  law  ;  and  I  need  not  trouble 
your  lordhhips  with  any  further  portion  of 
that  speech.  My  lords,  these  are  the  reso- 
lutions moved  by  Mr.  O^Brisn,  which  we 
think  it  necessary  to  road — 

"  I.  Resolved — That  inasmuch  as  letters  pub- 
lished by  two  members  of  this  council  have 
brought  into  question  the  principles  of  the  Irish 
Confederation,  and  have  given  rise  to  an  impu- 
tation that  we  are  desirous  to  produce  a  general 
disorganization  of  society  in  this  country,  and 
to  overthrow  social  order,  we  deem  it  ri^ht 
again  to  place  before  the  public  the  following 
fundamental  rule  as  that  which  constitutes  the 
basis  of  action  propo*<ed  to  our  fellow-country- 
men by  the  Irish  Confederation  :  — 

"  RVLE. 

"That  a  society  be  now  formed  under  the 
title  of  *  The  Irish  Confederation,*  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  our  national  interests,  and 
obtaining  the  legislative  independence  of  Ire- 
land, by  the  force  of  opinion,  by  the  combi- 
nation of  all  classes  of  Irishmen,  and  the  exer- 
cise of  all  the  political,  social,  and  moral 
influences  within  our  reach. 

"  II.— That  (under  present  circumstances) 
the  only  hope  of  the  liberation  of  this  country 
lies  in  a  movement  in  which  all  classes  and 
creeds  of  Irishmen  shall  be  fairly  represented, 
and  by  which  the  interests  of  none  shall  bo 
endangered. 

*'  III. — That  inasmuch  as  English  legislntion 
threatens  all  Irishmen  with  a  common  ruin,  we 
entei  tain  a  confident  hope  their  common  neces* 
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sities  will  speedily  unite  IrishmeD  in  an  eflfort  to 
get  rid  of  it. 

"  IV. — That  we  earnestly  deprecate  the  ex- 
pression of  any  sentiments  in  the  Confederation 
calcolated  to  repel  or  alarm  any  section  of  our 
f  ello  w-count  ry  men. 

**  V. — That  we  disclaim,  as  we  have  dis- 
claimed, any  intention  of  involving  our  country 
in  civil  war,  or  of  invading  the  just  rights  of 
any  portion  of  its  people. 

"VI. — That  the  Confederation  ha^  not  re- 
commended, nor  does  it  recommend,  resistance 
to  the  payment  of  rates  and  rents  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  unequivocally  condemns  such  recom- 
mendfttions. 

**VII. — That,  in  protesting  against  the  dis- 
armament of  the  Irish  people  under  the  Coercion 
Bill  lately  enacted,  and  iu  maintaining  that  the 
right  to  bear  arms  and  to  use  them  for  legiii- 
matc  purposes  is  one  of  the  primary  attributes 
of  liberty,  we  have  had  no  intention  or  desire  to 
encourage  any  portion  of  the  population  of  this 
country  in  the  perpetration  of  crimes  such  as 
those  which  have  recently  brought  disgrace 
upon  the  Irish  people,  and  which  have  tended  in 
no  trifliDg  degree  to  retard  the  success  of  our 
efforts  in  the  cause  of  national  freedom. 

"  VIIL—That  to  hold  out  to  the  Irish  people 
the  hope,  that  iu  this  present  broken  and  divided 
condition  they  can  liberate  their  country  by 
an  appeal  to  arms,  and  consequently  to  divert 
them  from  constitutional  action,  would  be,  in 
our  opinion,  a  fatal  misdirection  of  the  public 
mind. 

*'  IX. — That  this  Confederation  was  estab- 
lished to  attain  an  Irish  parliament  by  the 
combination  of  classes  and  by  the  force  of  an 
opinion  exercised  in  constitutional  operations, 
and  that  no  means  of  a  contrary  character  can 
be  recommended  or  promoted  through  its  orga- 
nization while  its  fundamental  rides  remain 
unaltered. 

"  X. — That  while  we  deem  it  right  thus  em- 
phatically to  disavow  the  principles  propounded 
in  the  publications  referred  to  in  the  resolutions, 
we  at  the  same  time  equally  distinctly  repudiate 
all  right  to  control  the  private  opinions  of  any 
member  of  our  body,  provided  they  do  not  affect 
the  legal  or  moral  responsibility  of  the  Irish 
Confederation." 

Then  it  is  stated  at  the  adjourned  meet- 
ing that  Mr.  0*Brien  spoke  again.  Yonr 
lordships  will  see  that  that  resolation, 
on  which  Mr.  Mitchel  moved  an  amend- 
ment, was  carried  by  a  large  majority — 
129. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Mitchel, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Devin  Beillyt  was — 

**  That  this  Confederation  does  not  feel  called 
upon  to  promote  either  a  condemnation  *  or 
approval  of  any  doctrines  promulgated  by  any 
of  its  members  io  letters,  speeches,  or  otherwise, 
because  the  seventh  fundamental  rule  of  the 
Confederation  expressly  provides,  *That  inas- 
much as  the  essential  bond  of  union  amongst  us 
is  the  assertion  of  Ireland's  right  to  an  inde- 
pendent legislature,  no  member  of  the  Irish 
Confederation  shall  be  bound  to  the  adoption  of 
any  principles  involved   in  any  resolution,    or 


I  promulgated  by  any  speaker  in  the  society,  or 

'  any  journal  advocating  its  policy  to  which  he 

has  not  given  his   special   consent,  i^ave  only 

the   foregoing  fundamental   principles  of    the 

society.*  *\ 

The  original  resolution  was  carried  by 
a  large  majority,  and  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

My  lord,  we  next  read  the  rules  of  the 
Irish  League.  The  date  of  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  League  was  the  10th  of  July 
1818- 

Rin^BS  OF  THE  Irish  League. 

**  That  it  is  expedient  that  a  new  repeal  orga- 
nization be  formed,  and  that  the  two  existing 
bodies— viz.,  the  Repeal  Association  and  the 
Irish  Confederation — be  adjourned  sine  dit. 

**  That  the  rules  of  the  new  oiganization  shall 
be  as  follow  : — 

"  I. — The  name  of  the  association  shall  be 
'  The  Irish  League,'  for  the  attainment  of  the 
legislative  independence  of  Ireland. 

**  II. — The  object  of  the  association  shall  be 
to  obtain  the  restoration  of  the  legislative  inde- 
pendence of  Ireland  by  the  union  of  all  Irish- 
men, and  the  concentration  of  public  opinion  in 
favour  of  that  measure." 

Then  it  defines  that  the  members  of  the 
association  shall  be  unlimited ;  and  every 
person  who  has  contributed  a  certain  sum 
shall  be  a  member ;  and  no  man  shall  be 
bound  by  the  opinion  expressed  by  any 
member. 

"IX. — The  basis-  and  essence  of  the  IriNh 
League  shall  be  absolute  independence  of  all 
English  parties ;  and  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee accepting  or  soliciting  for  himself  or 
others,  an  of&ce  of  emolument  from  any  ad- 
ministration not  pledged  to  effect  a  repeal  of 
the  union,  shall  thereupon  be  removed  from  the 
committee. 

"  X. — No  topics  of  a  sectarian  character  shall 
be  introduced  ;  but  this  is  not  in  any  way  to  be 
understood  to  prevent  the  discussion  of  any 
matter  which  may,  by  the  members  of  any  re- 
ligious denomination  throughout  the  country, 
be  considered  a  grievance  against  which  public 
opinion  should  be  directed." 

That  has  been  marked. 

The  only  other  document  we  have  con- 
sists of  the  mles  and  resolutions  which  we 
allege  were  adopted  an  the  meeting  of  the 
delegates  of  clubs,  on  the  15th  of  July, 
whicn  were  put  into  the  witness  Ddbbyns 
band,  and  which  he  denied  as  having  been 
passed  at  that  meeting.  The  evidence  we 
offer  with  respect  to  them  has  been  the 
evidence  of  Dr.  Gray. 

Attorney- General :  I  object  to  my  friend 
giving  secondary  evidence.  This  is  stated 
to  have  occurred  on  a  particular  evening. 
Dobhyn  has  been  examined,  and  be  swears 
to  what  occurred  at  that  meeting  in  his 
presence.  I  respectfully  submit  he  is  not 
to  l>e  contradicted  by  the  unsworn  evi« 
dence  of  persons  who  are  not  produced. 
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FHzgerald:  Yoar  lordships  remember 
the  informer  swore  that  he  did  hear  some- 
thing of  resolutions  of  that  kind  being 
passed  in  the  day,  although  he  denied 
that  they  were  passed  while  he  was  there ; 
he  also  stated  thaii  he  was  not  present  at 
the  commencement  of  the  meeting.  If 
there  was  proof  that  such  rules  were  pub- 
lished in  a  newspaper  of  the  date,  I  appre- 
hend that  would  make  them  eyidence. 

Attorney- General :  No,  no. 

Blacilbubne,  L.C.J. :  There  is  no  evi- 
dence of  their  being  the  original  resolu- 
tions. Dr.  Gray  proves  that  the  copy  of 
the  manuscript  was  brought  to  him  by  his 
foreman  ;  but  there  is  no  other  way  of 
-connecting  them  with  the  meeting  of  the 
clubs. 

Sir  (7.  O^Loghlen:  Now,  my  lord,  we 
propose  to  examine  Major-General  Sir 
William  Napier, 

Major- (General  Sir  Wm.  Napier — Ex- 
amined by  Sir  C7.  0*Loghlen. 

I  believe  you  are  an  officer  in  her 
Majesty's  service  P — Yes. 

And  the  author  of  *'  The  History  of  the 
Peninsular  War  "  P— Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  the  years  1831  and 
1832  P— Yes. 

Wore  you  in  England  in  those  years  P — 
Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  the  agitation  that  was 
going  on  with  respect  to  the  Reform  BilJ  P 
— I  do. 

Do  you  recollect  a  certain  society  called 
the  Birmingham  Political  Union? — I  know 
it  bf  name. 

Were  yon  a  member  of  that  society  P — 
No. 

Did  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge, 
the  London  Political  Union  P — I  know  it 
existed. 

You  were  not  a  member  of  it  P — ^No,  I 
refused  to  be  a  member  of  it. 

Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge, 
that  it  was  divided  into  sections  and  local 
unions  P — No. 

Were  you  present  at  any  of  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Birmingham  Political  Union, 
or  of  the  London  Political  Union  of  1831 
or  1832  P— No. 

Do  you  recollect,  when  the  Reform  Bill 
was  throvrn  out,  as  a  matter  of  history, 
when  the  then  ministers  were  beaten  on 
a  committee  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the 
Reform  Bill  P— I  do. 

Do  you  recollect  having  received  a  cer- 
tain letter  a  short  time  after  that  P 

Attorney- General :  If  you  have  it,  pro- 
duce it. 

Sir  0. 0'LoghXen :  Do  you  recollect  receiv- 
ing any  letter  p — I  received  many  letters. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Thomas  Yowng? — 
I  do. 


Do  you  know  what  Mr.  Thomas  Young 
wasp — He  was  at  that  time  the  private 
secretary  of  Lord  Melbourne  in  the  Home 
OlBce. 

Do  you  know  a  Mr.  Parhes  ? — I  have  met 
Mr.  Farkee  once  for  about  two  minutes  ; 
he  was  introduced  to  me  by  Mr.  Young. 

Was  Mr.  Parkes  a  member  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Political  Union  P  did  he  take  a 
part  in  the  agitation  P — Whether  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Political  Union  I  cannot 
aver  of  my  own  knowledge ;  I  know  it 
only  by  report. 

Attorney- General :  The  letter  would  be 
evidence  of  that.    I  should  like  to  see  it. 

Sir  0.  O'Loghlen :  Have  you  any  letter 
from  Mr.  Young  about  you  at  present  P — I 
have,  two. 

You  were  served  with  a  auhpoena  duces 
tecum  to  produce  those  letters  P — I  have 
that  subpoena  in  my  pocket 

Where  were  you  when  that  was  served  P 
— Not  in  England ;  the  communication 
was  made  to  me  to  come  in  England. 

Do  you  produce  those  letters  P — I  can 
produce  Mr.  Young's. 

Produce  it,  if  you  please. — I  beg  leave 
to  say  that  one  of  the  letters  which  I  pro- 
duce, and  which  is,  probably,  the  one  you 
want,  has  only  the  initials  to  it ;  and  the 
other  letter  is  a  private  letter,  I  conceive ; 
but  I  brought  it  in  order  to  prove  the 
handwriting  where  the  name  is  to  it. 

Show  me  the  one  with  the  initials  to  it ; 
that  is  the  one  I  wish. — Here  it  is  (hancL- 
vng  the  letter  to  the  learned  counsel). 

1  see  the  initials  '*  T.  Y."  Do  you  know 
who  ''T.  Y."  is  P— Yes.  I  knew  it  was 
Thomas  Young. 

Do  you  see  the  letters  **H.  0."?— I 
knew  it  was  from  the  Home  Office. 

Have  you  lost  the  cover  P — ^I  must  have 
thrown  it  aside  at  the  time  I  got  it. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  it  bore  the 
Home  Office  mark  P — Yes. 

Signed  by  the  then  Secretary  of  State  P 
— I  cannot  say. 

That  was  the  practice  P — I  cannot  ex- 
actly say. 

Mx,  Young  was  not  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment at  that  timeP — No.  I  received 
several  letters  from  him. 

Lord  Melbourne  was  then  in  the  Home 
Office  P— Yes. 

Was  Lord  John  Russell  a  member  of 
the  Cabinet  at  that  time  P — ^Yes. 

And  Lord  Brougham  was  Chancellor  P 
—Yes. 

Can  you  state  when  you  received  that 
letter  P — Yes  ;  I  must  have  received  it 
about  the  26th  or  27th  of  June  1832— 
probably  the  26th. 

Had  you  t«keu  any  part  in  the  Reform 
agitation  at  that  time  P— Yes,  a  great  part. 

At  Bristol,  I  believe  P— At  Bath  and 
Devizes. 
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You  wevo  ail  advocate  of  what  was  then 
called  the  Reform  Bill  ? — Yes. 

!Now,  did  you  make  any  reply  to  this 
communication  which  you  received  from 
Mr.  Young  ? — I  did. 

State  what  was  the  proposition  made  to 
you  hy  Mr.  Young  ?(a) 

Attorney- General:  Now,  my  lords,  if 
there  is  to  be  any  limit  to  evidence,  I 
think,  with  great  respect,  that  it  would 
apply  to  this.  There  was  no  statement 
made  as  to  what  the  nature  of  this  evi- 
dence was  to  be.  There  was  nothing 
stated  about  it.  I  think,  my  lords,  that 
a  correspondence  between  Mr.  Young,  a 
gentleman's  private  secretary,  and  Sir 
William  Najner^  sixteen  years  ago— 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  it  cannot  be  evi- 
dence. 

JiHtzgerald :  The  only  ground  on  which 
I  can  submit  it  to  be  evidence  is  that 
which  I  have  already  stated — that  these 
facts,  as  matters  of  history,  if  stated,  may 
be  proved.  The  fact  was  stated  and  opened 
by  Mr.  Whitesido. 

Attorney-General :  I  was  in  court,  I  be- 
lieve, during  the  whole  of  Mr.  Whiteaide'a 
speech,  and  I  did  not  hear  it. 

Fitzgerald :  I  do  not  wish  to  repeat  it 
as  it  is  to  be  rejected. 

Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  We  cannot  re- 
ceive it. 

Sir  C,  O'Loghlen :  In  the  ca^e  of  Ilorne 
Tooke,  and  in  Hardt/s  trial,  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  was  called  to  give  evidence  of  a 
certain  letter  which  he  had  written,  ad- 
vising the  very  course  which  was  subse- 
quently pursued  by  Home  Tooke  and 
Hardy.  Therefore  I  submit  this  is  evi- 
dence of  a  similar  nature,  to  show  acts 
done  by  public  men  on  particular  subj'^cts ; 
and  it  is  evidence  on  the  same  ground 
on  which  that  was  admitted  in  those  cases. 

DoHERTY,  C.J. :  Was  not  that  advising 
the  very  course  for  which  the  prisoner 
was  on  his  trial  P 

i^olicitor- General:  The  very  thing  for 
which  the  prisoner  was  indicted. 

MooRE,  J. :  To  show  that  ke  advised  a 
convention  to  which  was  attributed  a  dif- 
ferent motive. 

Sir  C.  O'Loghlen  :  If  th^  letter  c-annot  be 
received,  we  cannot  offer  furtlier  evidence. 


(a)  "  The  letter  pointed  to  the  possibility  of 
Colonel  Napier's  joining  and  l^adin^  an  insur- 
rectionary movement.  It  was  written,  a«  its 
author  afterwards  stated,  in  a  moment  of  giddy 
excitement,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  Lord 
Melbourne.** — "  Life  of  Sir  William  Napier,"  by 
H.  A.  Bruce  ;  vol.  ii.,  p.  270.  The  letter  was 
publi<«hed  a  few  days  later  in  the  Freeman^s 
Journal,  and  is  reprinted  in  A.  M.  Sullivan's 
"  New  Ireland,**  p.  212.  It  is  dated  June  2.5ih, 
1832,  after  the  Reform  Bill  had  received  the 
r.)\al  a.s>ent. 


Friday,  October  6th.  1848. 

Fitzgerald  having  summed  up  the  evi- 
dence for  the  prisoner, 

Blackburne,  L.C.J.  :  WiUiam  Smiih 
O'Brien^  I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  if 
you  mean  to  address  the  jury  (a)  you  at  e 
at  liberty  to  do  so,  and  that  yon  cannot  be 
heard  after  the  Solicitor- Gpneral  replies. 
This  is  now  your  time.  If  you  wish  to 
consider  whether  you  will  address  them 
or  not,  we  shall  retire  for  a  short  time  to 
enable  you  to  consult  your  friends  on  the 
subject. 

Prisoner :  I  can  answer  that  C(uestion  at 
once.  I  am  quite  content  to  louve  the 
case  as  it  stands  to  the  decision  of  the 
jury ;  and  I  am  an.xious  to  add  my  thanks 
to  them  for  the  patient  attention  which 
they  have  given  to  the  evidence  and  argu- 
ments in  the  case. 

Keply. 
Solicitor- General  (in  the  course  of  his 
reply)  said :  Gentlemen,  the  offence,  ns  I 
have  told  yon,  with  which  Mr.  O'Brien 
is  charged  is  the  crime  of  levying  war. 
My  Jeamed  friend  who  last  addressed 
you,  told  you  that  it  was  au  artificial 
crime.  Treason,  under  the  statute  of 
Edward  3.,  is  a  plainly  defined  offence  ;  it  is 
as  old  as  that  statute;  and  it  is  incum- 
bent on  the  Crown  to  make  that  out, 
su!)ject,  however,  to  this  consideration, 
which  I  am  quite  ready  and  willing  should 
be  submitted  to  you,  that  the  war  must 
appear  to  have  been  levied  for  a  gener.vl 
purpose.  If  it  be  not  levied  for  a  general 
purpose,  but  merely  to  assert  a  private 
interest,  or  to  avenge  a  private  wronjr,  no 
matter  with  what  force  or  violence  it  may 
be  attended,  it  would  not  amount  to  the 
crime  of  high  treason.  But  if  the  war  be 
levied  for  a  general  purpose,  to  assert 
general  rights ;  if  it  bo  levied  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  tho  redress  of  either  real 
or  imaginary  public  grievances,  although 

(a)  The  Treason  Act,  1695,  7  &  8  Wiii.S. 
c.  8,  first  enabled  prisoners  in  treason  cases  **  to 
make  their  full  defence  by  counsel  learned  in 
the  law,"  but  did  not  deprive  them  of  the 
right  to  address  the  i  Court  in  person.  In 
the  early  cases  after  this  Act,  prisoners,  even 
when  represented  by  counsel,  continued  to 
intervene  in  person,  asking  questions  of 
the  witnesses,  &c.,  Cranbunie'a  Case,  13 
St.  Tr.  248  ;  Lowick's  Case,  ib.  301.  In  Cook's 
Case,  ib.  380,  the  prisoner  was  invitfd  to 
address  the  jury  after  his  counsel  had  spoken, 
and  this  practice  has  since  been  followed.  In 
the  Form  and  Method  of  Trial  of  Commoners  in 
Cases  of  High  Treason,  approved  by  all  the 
Judges  and  issued  in  1709,  it  is  said :  "  When 
all  the  evidence  for  and  against  the  prisoner,  and 
the  prisoner  himself,  and  his  counsel  have  been 
heard,  and  the  Chairman  hath  summed  up  the 
evidence  to  the  jury,"  &c.;  and  see  Frost's  Case, 
4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  414. 
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connected  with  it  there  may  be  some  par- 
ticular private  or  personal  object  to  attain, 
yet  I  say  if  it  be  for  a  public  general  pur- 
pose, it  is  the  crime  of  nigh  treason  within 
the  meaning  of  levying  war  against  the 
Crown. 

£The  Solicitor-General  proceeded  to  com- 
ment on  the  evidence.  In  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  intent  and  purpose  of  the  out- 
break in  July  the  speech  at  the  Irish 
Confederation  on  March  loth  was  most 
important,  as  showing  that  in  the  short 
interval  between  the  beginning  of  Feb- 
ruary and  the  middle  of  March,  a  change 
had  come  over  the  political  feelings  and 
opinions  of  Mr.  O'Brien  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  revolution  in  France,  which  led 
men  to  extremities  of  which  they  had  not 
formed  the  slightest  notion  previously. 

The  speech  called  for  an  Irish  Parlia- 
ment and  an  Irish  national  guard.  He 
threatened  the  Irish  landlords  with  con- 
fiscation of  their  property  if  they  failed  to 
support  him.  The  recommendation  to 
fraternize  with  the  soldiers  and  con- 
stabulary show  that  an  appeal  to  arms 
and  a  resolnte  struorglc  were  contem- 
plated, as  do  the  allusions  to  French 
sympathy,  and  the  formation  of  an  Irish 
Brigade  in  America.  In  that  speech,  too, 
he  retracted  his  opposition  to  arming  the 
people,  which  had  caused  the  split  with 
John  MitcheU  and,  declaring  that  the  cir- 
cumstances were  totally  different,  urged 
that  intelligent  young  men  shonld  apply 
their  minds  to  the  best  mode  of  taking 
strong  places  and  defending  weak  ones, 
80  as  to  be  the  future  sappers  and  miners 
of  the  Iri«h  army.] 

Does  not  all  this  distinctly  prove  to 
you,  that  at  this  period  Mr.  O'Brien  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  abandon,  or  to  re- 
cede from,  that  course  of  policy  which  had 
distinguished  all  the  former  periods  of  his 
political  life?  We  were  asked,  "  Is  this 
treason ;  is  Mr.  O'Brien  indicted  for  this 
treason?*'  Gentlemen,  this  is  not  an 
overt  act  of  treason,  nor  has  it  been 
treated  by  us  as  such.  It  is  to  account 
for  the  altered  purpose  and  change  of 
political  feeling  and  opinion  which  appears 
to  have  operated  on  the  mind  of  this  gen- 
tleman, and  which  led  him  to  pursue  those 
courses  which  he  afterwards  adopted.  It 
became  imperative  on  the  Crown  to  show 
how  this  revolution  in  the  mind  and 
opinions  of  this  gentlemSiU  had  taken 
place  within  the  short  period  of  one 
month.  I  ascribe  it  to  that  mania,  that 
fienzy  which  has  swept  thousands  to  their 
graves — I  mean  the  revolution  of  France, 
with  all  its  train  of  measureless  misery  to 
Paris,  and  the  metropolis  of  almost  every 
country  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

[The  Solicitor- General  proceeded  to  com- 
ment on  the   prisoner's    speech    on'  his 


return  from  France,  and  the  address  from 
Philadelphia,  which  he  contended  wag  in 
answer  to  the  appeal  to  America  in  the 
speech  of  March  15th. J 

So  much  for  the  month  of  April.  The 
month  of  May  witnessed  the  tnals  of  Mr. 
O'Brien  and  Mr.  Meagher ^  in  the  Queen's 
Bench,  and  the  struggle  with  Mitchel. 
Mitchel  was  tried  and  transported  for  his 
offence.  This  brings  us  to  the  month  of 
June.  There  then  existed,  we  are  told,  the 
Confederation,  and  the  Conciliation-hall 
repealers  ;  the  one  body  is  dissolved  and 
the  other  is  suspended — and  a  new  society 
called  the  League  is  about  to  be  formed, 
for  the  purpose  of  combining  all  repealers. 
At  the  end  of  June,  one  month  before 
this  insurrection  in  Tipperary,  Mr.  Duffy 
writes  to  Mr.  O'Bnen  to  stimulate  ana 
urge  him  on,  if  he  had  any  backwardness. 
If  the  recollection  of  his  former  opinions, 
if  his  good  sense  and  experience,  and  the 
obligation  he  owed  to  society,  made  him 
unwilling  to  advance  with  rapid  steps  to 
this  most  formidable  and  dangerous  goal 
to  which  they  were  approaching,  he  had 
an  insidious  adviser  who  pressed  him  on 
— Charles  Gavan  Duffy ^  the  editor  of  The 
Nation  newspaper.     It  begins— 

"  Saturday. 

"  My  Dear  Sir, 

"  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  are  about  to 
com'Pence  a  series  of  meetings  in  Munster." 

Now  the  document  itself  fixes  the  date 
beyond  a  question,  because  Mr.  O'Brien 
in  his  own  speech  shows  you  that  he  com- 
menced those  meetings  in  the  first  week 
of  Jnly. 

'*  There  is  no  half-way  house  for  you.  You 
will  he  at  the  head  of  the  movement,  loyally 
obeyed.'* 

What  movement  P 
"And  the  revolution  will   be  conducted   with 
order  and  clemency." 

Both  my  learned  friends  knew  the 
value  of  this  evidence,  and  the  eflForts 
made  to  exclude  it  you  have  witnessed. 
But  their  commentary  on  it  is  this — that 
all  this  referred  to  the  revolution  of 
1782.  They  might  as  well  refer  it  to 
the  revolution  of  1688.  I  assert  that  it 
was  a  revolution  of  another  character 
That  was  contemplated — that  was  about 
to  be  carried  out. 

"And  the  revolution  will  be  conducted  with 
order  and  clemency,  or  the  mere  auarchistn  will 
prevail  with  onr  people,  and  our  revolution  will 
be  a  bloody  chaos." 

Is  it  not  manifest  that  Mr.  Duffy  had 
tho  first  French  revolution  in  his  eye  when 
he  was  writing  that  letter,  becaus?e  ho 
immediately  refers  to  the  character  of 
some  of  the  personages  who  were  dis- 
tinguished in  that  revolution? 

**  You  have  at  present  Lafayette's  place," 
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That  was  the  celebrated  marquis  who 
took  a  distinguished  part  in  the  first 
French  revolution,  but  he  halted  between 
two  opinions.  He  wished  to  save  the 
King's  life,  but  he  halted  between  the 
proceedings  of  the  moderate  party,  and 
those  of  the  regicides.  He  lost  his  place, 
and  Mohespierre  and  the  government  of 
terror  prevailed.    Ihiffy  says — 

"  Unless  you  take  the  lead  in  this  movement, 
loyally  obejed,  the  revolution  will  be  a  bloody 
chao«J.  You  have  at  present  Lafayette's  place,  so 
graphically  painted  by  Lamariine — and  I  be- 
lieve have  fallen  into  Lafayette's  error,  that  of 
not  using  it  to  all  its  extent  and  in  all  its 
resources." 

I  wish  Mr.  O'Brien  had  not  listened  to 
this  diabolical  tempter  who  was  pre^Bing 
him  to  his  destruction. 

Prisoner :  It  is  not  fair  to  speak  of  Ml*. 
Duffy  in  this  manner  in  his  absence — he  is 
not  present. 

Solicitor-General  i  I  do  believe  Mr. 
O'Brien  was  unwilliug  to  take  this  step. 
His  honour,  his  position,  his  feelings,  his 
education  were  aeainst  it,  but  he  was 
urged  on  by  bad  advisers.    I  regret 

Prisoner :  I  must  tay  that  it  is  wron^, 
at  the  time  that  gentleman  himself  is 
awaiting  his  trial,  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  prejudicing  the  public  mind  against 
him.  I  beg  most  distinctly  to  repudiate 
any  such  observation  of  the  Solicitor- 
General. 

Solicitor- General :  Gentlemen  of  the  juiy, 
although  Mr.  Duffy  is  not  on  his  trial,  I 
read  his  letter  as  evidence  of  this  treason- 
able conspiracy.  The  letter  speaks  for 
itself— 

"  1  am  perfcctfully  well  aware  that  you  don't 
desire  to  lead  or  influence  others — but  I  believe, 
with  Lamartine,  that  that  feeling,  which  is  a 
high  personal  and  civic  virtue,  is  a  vice  in  revo- 
lutions. One  might  as  well,  I  think,  not  want 
to  influence  a  man  who  was  going  to  walk  on 
thawing  ice,  or  to  cross  a  ford  less  river,  as  not 
to  desire  to  keep  men  right  in  a  political 
struggle,  and  to  do  it  with  might  and  main.  If 
1  were  Smith  O'Brien,  1  would  shape  out  in  my 
own  mind,  or  with  such  counsel  as  1  valued^  a 
dt-fiuite  course  for  the  revolution,  and  labour 
incessantly  to  develop  it  in  that  way.  For 
example,  your  project  in  obtaining  signatures  to 
the  roll  of  the  National  Guard,  and  when  a 
sufficient  number  were  procured,  and  notfiooner, 
calling  the  Council  of  Three  Hundred,  was  one 
I  entirely  relied  upon ;  but  it  has  been  permitted 
to  fall  into  disuse,  and  could  scarcely  be  revived 
now.    The  clubs,  however ^' 

And  this,  gentlemen,  I  call  yoUr  parti- 
cular attention  to,  because  you  will  see  at 
once  that  the  plan  of  operation  was 
through  the  organization  of  those  clubs — 

**The  clubs,  however,  might  lake  the  place  of 
the  National  Guard,  and  the  proposal  in  your 
letter  on  union  yf  a  definite  number  of  clube 


being  formed  would  just  suit  as  well,  if  it  were 
vigorously  and  systematically  carried  on,  each 
day  adding  an  item  to  it.  and  all  the  men  we 
could  influence  employed  upon  it.  Forgive  me 
for  urging  this  so  anxiously  upon  you,  but  I 
verily  believe  the  hopes  of  the  country  depend 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the  next  two  months 
are  used.  There  is  not  a  town  in  which  you 
could  not  find  a  band  of  missionaries  to  organize 
the  neighbouring  counties — evt-ry  club  has  its 
active  men  fit  for  this  work — and  it  is  only  by 
applying  all  our  force  to  it  that  we  will  succeed. 
^-Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 
C.  G.  DoppT." 

Now  Mr.  O'Brien,  it  will  appear,  had  set 
out  from  Dublin  about  the  6th  of  July,  to 
make  a  tour  through  the  south  of  Ireland 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  clubs. 
You  will  find  that  he  himself  states  that 
he  was  in  Limerick,  Kerry,  Bantry,  and 
that  he  went  to  Cork,  and,  as  he  said, 
reviewed  two  thousand  armed  members  of 
the  clubs. 

Prisoner:  No,  no. 

Whiteside t  No,  not  armed  members; 
members  of  the  clubs. 

Solicitor-General  .-.He  said,  two  thousand 
as  tine  a  body  of  men  as  any  in  Her 
Majesty's  service ;  and  he  refers  to  ten 
thousand  men  whom  he  said  were  ready 
to  back  them.  On  the  15th,  immediately 
after  his  return  from  the  south,  there  was 
the  meeting  of  the  clubs  in  D'Olier  Street 
spoken  to  by  Dobbyn.  No  evidence  has 
been  called  to  contradict  Dohbyn,  and  two 
policemen  have  corroborated  him  as  to  tlie 
Bed-hand  Cliib.  Dohbyn  stated  that  there 
were  nearly  one  hundred  persons  there. 
If  ho  swore  what  was  not  true,  was  it  not 
perfectly  competent  for  my  learned  friend 
to  have  produced  one.  two,  three,  or 
twenty  witnesses  to  show  thai;  there  wan 
no  such  meeting  h^ld  there  that  night; 
that  it  did  not  continue  there  up  to  twelve 
o'clock;  that  those  persons  were  not 
there,  and  that  this  was  all  a  fabrication  P 
Then  again,  there  is  a  public  fact  stated 
by  Ddbhyn;  I  call  your  attention  to  it, 
because  an  impeachment  is  made  of  the 
credit  of  this  man — that  there  was  an  ap- 
pointment made  that  the  clubs  should 
meet  at  Eunis's  yard  at  Kilmaiiiham  ;  and 
the  Government  having  discovered  it.  the 
ground  was  pre-occupied  with  police.  This 
is  a  notorious  public  fact. 

Whiteside:  Excuse  me;  you  have  no 
right  to  refer  to  that. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  You  cannot  state  it 
as  a  public  fact. 

Solicitor- General :  If  Dchbyn  stated  what 
was  untrue,  could  it  not  be  contradicted  ? 

So  much  for  the  meeting  of  the  15th  of 
July.  On  the  18th  of  July,  the  following 
Tuesday,  the  Government  issued  a  pro- 
clamation putting  the  city  of  Dublin 
under  the  provisions  of  th^  Arms  Act. 
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[The  SolieUor^Oeneralve&d  Mr.  O'Brien's 
speech  at  the  meeting  of  the  Irish  League 
on  the  19th,  which  he  contended  corro- 
borated Dobbtpb'a  evidence.  The  speech 
gave  an  account  of  Mr.  O'Brien's  tour  in 
the  south  and  the  support  he  met  with. 
After  referring  to  the  proclaiming  of 
Dublin  under  the  Arms  Act]  — 

**  And  now,  gentlemen,  I  do  not  here,  in  this 
League,  feel  myself  filled  upon  to  express  lo 
you  my  opinion  as  to  the  mode  in  which  you 
ought  to  treat  that  proclamation.  I  believe  the 
most  of  yoa  know  very  well  what  is  your 
interest  and  what  is  your  duty.  I  apprehend 
that  the  effort  to  disarm  the  population  of 
Dublin  will  not  be  fouod  very  successful }  but  I 
do — whilst  I  do  not  invite  you  to  give  f^ilities 
to  the  police  for  invading  the  privacy  of  your 
homes — 1  do  upon  my  own  part,  and  I  must  say 
upon  the  part  of  some  of  your  most  trusted 
friends,  requent  that  you  will  not  make  that 
proclamation  the  occasion  of  a  general  col- 
lision." 

Then,  having  said  that,  and  publicly 
exonerated  the  members  of  the  League,  as 
mere  members  of  the  League,  but  feeling 
that  it  would  prejudice  the  operations  of 
the  clubs  if  they  were  not  recognized  and 
encouraged,  he  goes  on— 

*'  On  the  other  hand,  let  it  not  be  supposed  that 
any  man  in  joining  this  ansociation  is  calU.'d 
upon  to  enter  into  any  pledge  that  be  will 
forego  his  rights  of  manhood.  For  my  part  1 
contess,  though  I  am  of  a  peaceable  disposition, 
that  I  should  not  have  been  a  party  to  the  for- 
mation of  this  League,  if  I  felt  myself  in  any 
degree  whatsoever  fettered  in  regard  to  any 
ultimate  contingencies  that  may  arise  in  vindica- 
ting the  honour  and  the  rights  of  the  country." 

Does  he  not  draw  a  plain  and  manifest 
distinction  between  himself  standing  there, 
as  a  member  of  that  society,  connected 
with  these  confederate  clubs,  distinguished 
from  being  a  member  of  the  League  ? 

This  passage  in  Mr.  O'Briens  speech  of 
the  19th  is  a  strong  corroboration  of 
Dobbyn*8  evidence  that  on  the  19th  there 
was  a  meeting  of  the  clubs,  at  which 
Brennan  moved  that  the  proclamation 
should  be  met  with  immediate  insur- 
rection, but  Dillon  carried  an  amend- 
ment in  favour  of  passive  resistance. 
The  Government  must  have  known 
that  on  the  2()th;  and  the  commu- 
nication must  have  reached  London  on 
Friday,  the  21st;  and  on  tho  evening  of 
that  day  Lord  John  Btissell,  the  tiist 
minister  of  the  Crown,  goes  down  to  the 
House  of  Commons  and  demands  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  in  xhis 
country,  as  it  was  plain  to  the  authorities, 
from  that  communication,  that  no  time 
was  to  be  lost  to  fcave  the  Government  and 
the  country.  Dobbyn  has  stated  that  the 
meeting  of  the  19th  adjourned  to  the  fol- 
lowing Friday,  the  21st,  for  the  purpose 


of  electing  a  war  council,  or  rather  an 
executive  council.  Mr.  O'Brl&ii  did  not 
attend  this  meeting,  having  left  Dublin  ; 
but  it  took  place,  and  after  a  ballot  Mr. 
Billon,  Mr.  MeagJier,  Mr.  0*  Gorman,  Mr. 
M*Gee,  and  Mr.  Ueilly  were  elected.  Then 
there  was  a  proposal  by  Lalor  and 
M'BermoUi  that  each  of  those  elected 
should  give  a  pledge,  that  they  would  in- 
cite the  people  to  an  insurrection  before  the 
8th  of  August.  Mr.  Meagher  stated  that  he 
would  use  all  his  heart  and  soul  to  induce 
the  people  to  an  insurrection,  even  before 
the  8ih ;  Dillon  made  a  similar  statement, 
and  added,  so  help  him  God  he  would  ; 
and  If'G^eesaid,  that  both  by  speaking, 
writing,  and  action,  he  would  hasten  the 
insurrection.  Having  given  that  evidence, 
Dobbyn  then  identined  four  of  those  bal- 
loting papers.  They  were  of  the  greatest 
value  on  the  pare  of  the  Crown  to  cor- 
roborate the  testimony  of  Dobbyn,  who 
proved  his  own  signature  to  one  (if  them, 
and  Lalor  8,  0'Higgins\  and  M'DemuitVs. 
He  had  no  means  of  tampering  with  these 
papers ;  they  had  not  come  into  bis  posses- 
sion ;  they  had  been  left  in  the  balloting 
room ;  and  we  proved  that  they  were 
afterwards  found  in  a  bag  on  a  table  in 
the  room  where  Lalor  was  sleeping. 

£Mr.  O'Brien  went  to  Mr.  Maker's  at 
Enniscorthy  on  Saturday,  July  22ud.  and 
was  joined  there  on  the  following  day  by 
Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr.  Meagher,  bringing 
news  of  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act-l 

Up  to  that  period  of  his  departure  from 
Mr.  Maher's,  we  do  not  allege — ?ave  so 
far  as  Mr.  O'Brien  participated  in  the^e 
three  meetings,  at  which  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Confederate  Ciubs  assembled 
— that  any  overt  act,  certainly  no  direct 
overt  act,  of  actually  levying  war  took 
place.  I  think  that  I  may  very  fairly 
concede  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  that  up  to  that 
period  he  bad  not  conceived,  planned,  or 
contemplated  an  immediate  outbreak. 
But  the  communication  of  the  act  of 
the  Government  in  applying  for  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  must 
necessarily  have  fallen  like  a  thunder, 
bolt,  and  filled  with  dismay  those  pei  sons 
who  were  projecting  an  outbreak  at  any 
future  day,  because,  under  the  provisions 
of  that  Act,  any  of  these  pai-ties  could 
have  been  arrested  and  put  into  gaol.  If 
the  presidents  and  vice-presidents  of  those 
organized  clubs,  or  the  leaders  of  the 
boctions  or  rfub-sectious,  were  apprehended 
and  imprisoned,  it  is  perfectly  manifest 
that  the  whole  organization  for  an  insur- 
rection at  any  period  of  the  year  must 
have  been  at  an  end. 

Now,  the  real  issue  that  has  been  put 
forward  for  your  consideration  is,  what  was 
the  intent,  meaning,  and  object  of  theout* 
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break  in  Tipperary  P  If  there  was  no  levy- 
ing of  war  for  any  general  public  purpose, 
the  redress  of  grievances  real  or  imaginary, 
to  erect  Ireland  into  an  independent  coun- 
try and  republic,  or  qualified  monarchy, 
or  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  union ,  if  it  was 
not  for  any  of  those  objer^ts,  and  was  a 
mere  outbreak  or  insurrection  for  pre- 
serving the  security  of  Mr.  O^Brien's  per- 
son, and  his  alone,  not  one  of  the  percsons 
who  were  concerned  in  the  outbreak  could 
be  guilty  of  high  treason  at  all.  They 
could  only  be  guilty  of  a  rank  rioL  and 
misdemeanor;  therefore,  the  chai-acter 
of  that  in:jurrection  is  the  main  issue 
which  you  will  have  to  try.  You  are  to 
ask  yourselves,  was  there  that  limited, 
qualified,  personal  object  of  Mr.  O^Brien  ? 
Was  that  the  object  of  the  insurrection, 
or  was  there  another  general  purpose  to 
which  that  might  be  incidental  P  But  if 
it  was  a  general  purpose  for  the  redress  of 
any  grievance,  or  for  procuring  the  repeal 
of  any  law,  such  an  outbreak  with  force 
and  violence,  for  the  alteration  of  the  law, 
you  will  be  told,  would  be  a  levying  of 
war  against  the  majesty  of  the  Crown, 
and  high  treas  mi  within  this  indictment, 
and  the  Act  upon  which  it  is  founded. 

Now,  gentlemen,  what  do  we  find  oc- 
curring after  the  departure  of  Mr.  O'Brien 
from  Mr.  Makers  house  P  If  escape  or 
prevention  of  arrest  was  Mr.  O'Brien* 8 
object,  why  did  they  not  proceed  to  Wex- 
ford or  Waterford,  theuce  to  England,  and 
so  to  France  P  But  the  three  gentlemen 
passed  to  Kilkenny.  From  Kilkenny 
they  go  to  Calian,  and  ascend  a  public 
platform  ;  instead  of  secreting  his  person 
from  arrest,  they  address  the  pv^ople,  say- 
ing that  they  were  to  be  prepared  for 
any  emergency.  From  Calian  they  pass 
through  Cairick-on-Suir,  and  yon  get  an 
account  of  their  appearing  publicly  in  the 
window  of  the  hotel,  and  each  and  every 
one  of  them  haranguing  the  populace  ; 
and  by  each  and  every  one  or  them  do 
yuu  find  those  words  put  forward  to  con 
ciliate  the  police,  who  are  the  authorities 
for  preserving  the  public  peace.  Ask 
yourselves  what  is  the  object  of  those 
addresses  to  the  police.  They  want  3'ou 
to  say  that  all  these  were  things  done  for 
the  personal  security  of  Mr.  (TBr'en.  I 
rather  think  that  was  a  strange  way  of 
seeking  his  personal  security.  The  con- 
struction I  put  upon  it  is  this:  that  Mr. 
O'Brieut  from  his  leaving  Mr.  Mihera 
house  until  he  reached  Calian,  in  co- oper- 
ation with  those  two  gentlemen,  Mr. 
Dillon  and  Mr.  Meagher,  I  ad  then  deter- 
mined in  his  own  mind  that  the  crisis  had 
arrived  when  this  planned  insnrrection 
WIS  to  be  effected,  and  that  the  rallying  cry 
of  that  outbreak  was  to  be  the  security  of 
the  i>eraon  of  Mr.  O'Brien  from  apprehe:i- 


sion.  Could  there  be  one  more  efi*eotual 
and  more  exciting — taking  into  consider- 
ation the  popularity  of  that  gentleman, 
considering  him  as  the  leader  of  his 
party — than  for  the  people  to  be  told  in 
the  declamatory  lancrnage  of  himself,  Mr. 
Meagher ^  and  Mr.  Dillon,  that  his  security, 
perhaps  his  life,  depended  on  their  ad- 
hesion to  his  cause,  and  their  rallying 
i  round  him,  and  consequently  obtaining 
the  reward  of  that  rally,  the  change  in 
the  position  of  the  country  and  the  state 
of  the  law  which  they  desired,  and  that  to 
be  done  by  a  revolution.  I  am  putting 
this  to  you  for  your  consideration  ;  I 
suggest  it  to  you.  It  is  the  important 
issue  which  you  really  have  to  try,  un- 
affected by  the  powerful  speech  of  my 
learned  friend  Mr.  Whiteside,  and  the 
equally  energetic  and  solemn  appeal  made 
to  you  by  Mr.  Fitzgerald.  Ask  yourselves 
the  c|uestion  upon  the  important  issue 
submitted  to  you  whether  that  insurrection 
can  be  attributed  to  such  a  motive  as  the 
mere  personal  protection  of  Mr.  O^Briea 
under  the  circumstances  I  have  stated  t  j 
you ;  or  whether  it  was  not  based  upon 
that  speech  of  Mr.  0*Brie7i*s  which  he 
made  in  March  last ;  and  whether  he  wa^ 
not  seeking  to  carry  out  the  ultimatum 
which  he  then  propounded  P  The  nighr 
closes  at  Cariiok,  and  wo  have  no 'bin  4: 
more  in  evidence  of  where  Mr.  O'Brien 
had  gone.  Mr.  Mah&r  stated  distinctly 
that  Mr.  O'Brien  brought  a  large  port- 
manteau to  his  house.  That  portmanteau, 
upon  Mr.  O'Brien's  own  statement,  when 
he  wanted  to  recover  it,  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mi's.  Doheny  at  Cashel.  Now, 
the  inference  I  would  draw  from  that  is— 
but  it  is  for  you,  gentlemen,  not  for  me— 
that  inasmuch  as  Mr.  O'Brien  and  his 
friends  did  not  appear  in  the  village  of 
Mullinahone  in  the  county  of  Tipperary, 
until  the  foUowins?  day,  they  must  hav(j 
crossed  over  to  Cashel,  and  spent  the 
night  in  their  friend  Mr.  Doheny's  house. 

They  come  back  to  Mullinahone,  and 
you  will  naturally  ask  yourselves  what 
brouglit  a  gentleman  of  his  position  and 
his  two  friends  to  >uch  a  place  &^  Mullina- 
hone P  Could  that  add  anything  to  his 
security,  or  prevent  his  arrest  under  a 
warrant  if  it  were  out  ?  Can  you.explain 
why  these  gentlemen,  who  professed  to 
have  in  view  the  mere  personal  security 
of  one  of  ttiem  from  arrest  under  a  war- 
rant, should  go  about  the  country  for  the 
time  they  did  ?  Was  not  the  pUin  course 
fur  them  to  take  to  go  to  Waterford,  or 
Cork,  or  to  leave  the  country  until  th^y 
could  return  unmolested  by  any  proceed- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  Government.  But 
you  are  called  on,  as  men  of  sense,  to 
reconcile  to  your  own  nnderstnn  lings 
the  extravagant  proposition  that  this  gen- 
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tieman  himself,  and  the  two  other  gentle- 
men, resorted  to  the  toi?«  n  of  Mullinahone, 
caused  that  public  insurrection  of  armed 
men  there,  and  that  these  men  were  as- 
Bembled  in  that  manner,  merely  to  do  that 
which  in  itself  must  be  utterly  absurd 
and  ineffectual,  unless  followed  up  by  a 
general  insurrection  and  rising  through- 
out the  country.  How  long  was  Mr. 
O'Brien  to  bo  left  unmolested,  either  in 
the  village  of  Mullinahone  or  at  the  base 
of  Slieveuamon  ?  How  long  was  he  to  be 
left  there  in  this  position,  or  secreted  in 
the  collieries  of  BallingarryP  Ask  yoor- 
selves  these  plain  questions.  They  must 
be  answered  ;  they  cannot  be  passed  by ; 
the  facts  are  notorious ;  they  are  proved 
to  you.  You  have  to  ask  those  questions, 
a*  id  not  allow  yourselves  to  be  carried 
away  by  this  delusion,  that  these  gentle- 
men as:?embled  there  in  open  arm?  against 
the  power  of  the  Government,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  that  object  which  I 
brought  before  your  attention,  which  was 
broached  in  March,  and  prosecuted  down 
to  July,  but  merely  that  Mr.  O'Brien 
should  have  a  protection  from  arrest  be- 
tween the  three  towns  of  Mullinahone, 
Ballingarry,  and  Callan. 

Mr.  O'Bi-ien  arrived  at  Mullinahone ; 
the  people  collected  there,  and  the  bells 
were  rung  at  night.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  dav  a  number  of  people  are  assembled 
and  addressed  by  Mr.  O'Brien,  and  of 
course  you  heard  what  they  stated,  **  Will 
you  allow  Mr.  O^Brien  to  bo  arrested  P  *' 
Was  not  that  a  call  on  the  people  to  re- 
sist the  Government,  to  effect  a  genei-al 
purpose?  The  capture  of  Mr.  O'Brien 
was  connected  with  this  ;  if  the  leader  be 
taken,  the  revolution  falls  to  the  ground. 
The  night  comes  on,  and  to  prevent  his 
arrest  under  the  warrant,  this  gentleman, 
who  it  is  said  is  merely  secreting  his  per- 
son in  an  obscure  village  in  the  county  of 
Tipperary,  has  himdieds  of  persons  rea^iy 
armed,  rising  as  it  were  from  the  earth, 
with  the  instruments  of  civil  warfare, 
guns,  bludgeons,  and  pikes.  They  as- 
semble there — hundreds  of  armed,  and 
thousands  of  unarmed  persons  ;  they  are 
addressed,  the  chapel  and  church  bells 
rung,  and  bonfires  lighted  on  the  hills. 
They  pour  into  the  town  of  Mullinahone, 
they  are  there  addressed,  and  a  guard  of 
honour,  which  m'vy  also  have  been  a  guard 
of  security,  if  laip  right — I  do  not  wish  to 
delay  you  by  looking  into  details — is 
mounted  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  O'Brien, 
who  slept  that  night  at  a  Mr.  Wright's. 

Gentlemen,  I  will  not  trouble  yuu  with 
the  speeches  reported  by  the  police  from 
Callan  and  other  places.  At  Mullina- 
hone, on  the  25th,  Mr.  O'Brien  addressed 
the  peof)le.  He  used  these  words:  **  Rise 
and    fight   fur     your    rights,"   and   s^aid 


that  DOW  was  the  time,  and  that  a  war- 
rant was  out  against  him.  The  people 
moved  through  the  town.  Mr.  O'BAen 
tcld  them  tu  get  arms.  Mr.  O'Brien  and 
the  people  were  armed ;  there  were  pikes 
and  guns,  and  three  hundred  armed  per- 
sons were  marching.  The  main  body, 
which  I  understand  was  armed,  was 
about  five  thousand.  O'Brien  went 
amongst  the  people  and  separated  tho 
armed  from  the  unarmed— I  am  stating 
the  evidence  of  Sullivan — and  he  said 
none  should  be  in  the  ranks  save  those 
who  were  armed.  The  next  morning  he 
went  to  the  police  barrack  and  a?ked 
the  police  to  give  up  their  arms  and  join 
him.  After  having  made  that  display  of 
tampering  with  the  police  and  endeavour- 
ing to  withdraw  ihem  from  their  duty, 
he  did  not  proceed  to  use  force  against 
them,  which  is  quite  consistent  wi'h 
Mr.  O'Brien^s  feelings,  that  where  it  was 

I  possible  the  slightest  injury  could  be 
avoided,   it  should   not   be  done  to  any 

J  human  being,  or  a  drop  of  blood  spilt, 

I  if  his  object  could  bo  effected  without  it. 

I  I  am  quit«  satisfied,  and  give  him  full 
credit  for  it,  that  he  would  not  unneces- 
sarily spill  one  drop  of  blood  to  effect  his 
object  of  a  revolution  in  the  country,  if  it 
could  be  done  by  any  other  means.  If 
the  constabulary  had  all  deserted  their 
duty,  and  if  the  military  had  mutinied 
and  gone  over  to  the  people ;  if  either  one 
or  the  other  had  fraternized  with  the 
leaders  of  this  intended  revolution, 
whether  at  Callan,  Cariick,  Clonmel,  or 
elsewhere,  is  there  any  one  here  who  can 
doubt  for  a  moment  that  Mr.  O'Brien 
would  have  been  highly  gratified  if  he 
could  effect  his  object  of  levying  war 
against  the  majesty  of  the  Crown,  without 
even  the  ordinary  result  of  the  loss  of  a 
single  human  life  P  But  that  does  not 
change  the  character  of  his  offence  ;  and 
if  he  had  succeeded  in  that  general  object 
in  seducing  every  one  of  the  constahulary 
he  addressed,  or  in  seducing  the  troops 
from  their  staiions  and  quarters,  and  was 
effecting  his  object  by  those  means,  ho 
would  be  just  as  guilty  of  high  treason 
and  levying  war  against  the  Crown,  a«  if 
he  had  slaughtered  two-thirds  of  the 
troops.  That  is  the  law.  That  is  the 
protection  a  civil  Government  has  for  the 
secQidty  of  the  lives,  interests,  and  liber- 
ties of  its  subjects. 

What  fun  her  occurs?  The  25th  and 
26th  are  spent  in  the  manner  I  have  told 
you.  An  armed  body  of  men,  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th  is  found  at  Mullinahone.  Where 
Lhey  came  from,  where  th'?y  got  their 
arms— and  there  were  ai'ms  of  no  (pics- 
tionable  character — how  they  were   nup- 

j  plied,  is  all  a  mystery.    They  are  found 
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in  open  rebellion;  they  march  from  the 
town  of  MuUinabone  an  immense  body, 
armed  in  the  manner  I  have  stated,  and 
they  are  headed  by  Mr.  O^Brien.  He  is 
amongst  them,  he  is  at  the  head  of  them ; 
and  they  march  to  Ballingarry,  five  or 
six  miles  off.  He  entered  B^llingarry 
armed,  went  to  the  chapel  gate  and  ad- 
dressed the  people.  He  said  he  was 
afraid  of  arrest,  and  asked  if  the  people 
would  stand  to  him.  He  said  there 
was  a  warrant  out  against  him,  and 
he  was  in  dread  of  being  arrested,  and 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  people 
would  stand  by  him,  if  an  attempt  was 
made  to  arrest  him.  Dillon  also  spoke. 
There  was  a  guard  of  twenty  persons  for 
the  night.  I  ask  you  whetlier  the  guard 
of  twenty  men  being  placed  on  Ihe  place 
where  Mr.  O'Brien  was  sleeping  for  the 
night  was  not  a  mere  pretence  P  Why, 
if  there  was  a  warrant  to  be  executed  on 
Mr.  0* Brian  by  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, is  it  not  a  farce  to  say  that  twenty 
men  of  this  comity,  with  their  pikes  and 
scythes,  were  to*  be  a  guard  bo  protect 
him  from  the  apprehension  of  arrest? 
You  will  ask  yourselves  whether  this  was 
not  the  mockery  of  a  commanding  oflficer 
with  a  guard  of  honour  mounted  on  his 
house  P  Do  you  not  find  it  to  be  the 
pageant  resorted  to  wherever  this  gentle- 
man sleeps  for  the  night  P  It  was  to  give 
effect ;  and  these  things  have  their  effect 
on  the  minds  of  the  multitude,  no  matter 
how  lowly  or  ignorant  they  may  be. 
The  idea  of  military  organization  is  that 
which  of  all  others  captivates  the  pua- 
santry  of  this  or  any  other  country. 
Mr.  O'Brien,  Mr.  O^Donohoe,  and  Mr. 
M^Manus  were  there,  and  slept  at 
Kavandgh's  house. 

Now,  gentlemen,  my  learned  friend 
said  it  was  extraordinary  that,  with  the 
exception  of  one  place  or  so,  the  Crown 
had  not  produced  any  of  the  respectable 
shopkeepers  or  townspeople  to  give  evi. 
dence,  and  that  we  have  relied  on  the 
police  to  prove  everything.  Should  we 
otherwise  have  had  a  particle  of  evidence 
as  to  what  the  declarations  may  have 
been  of  that  insurrectionary  mob  P  From 
your  knowledge  of  this  country,  and  the 
state  of  things  passing  about  us  every 
day,  although  the  peace  of  the  country 
was  in  pen  I,  should  we  have  had  the 
chance  of  obtaining  evidence  from  the 
towufepeople,  who,  either  from  sympathy 
or  fear  would  hesitate  as  to  giving  their 
testimony?  Had  we  not  a  striking  in- 
stance of  that  in  the  case  of  Kavanagh  ? 
Here  was  a  respectable  townsman  and 
shopkeeper,  who  entertains  seven  or  eight 
gentlemen  for  the  night,  who  passed 
through  his  shop  in  the  midst  of  an  in- 
surrection, and  he  came  on  the  table  and 


swore  that  he  did  not  see  any  of  the 
gentlemen  who  frequented  his  house. 
The  man  was  really  in  terror  while  he  sat 
on  his  chair.  He  was  asked  whether  he 
was  paid  anything  for  the  accommodation 
he  afforded,  and  what  did  he  say  ? 

FitzgeraUi :  It  is  a  very  unusual  topic 
for  a  counsel  to  comment  on  his  own  wit- 
ness. 

Solicitor- Gen^rcd :  I  am  commenting  on 
the  very  forcible  observations  of  my  friend, 
>l  r.  Whiteside,  that  the  Crown  were  bottom- 
ing their  case  on  the  testimony  of  few  others 
besides  the  police,  and  that  we  had  not 
resorted  to  the  testimony  of  the  towns- 
people ;  but  I  say  that  accounts  for  our 
not  being  able  to  produce  witneses  of  that 
class.  On  the  27th,  there  was  drilling, 
street  firing,  pike  parties,  and  all  those 
proceedings  in  the  nature  of  a  military 
array  in  the  town.  Some  members  of 
the  people  more  active  than  others  were 
nominated  colonels*  or  commanders,  and 
they  did  in  point  of  fact  take  the  com- 
mand of  certain  divisions  of  the  peopl«'. 
They  marched  back  that  day  from  Ballin- 
garry  to  Mullinahone  with  an  advanced 
guard  like  the  regular  army.  That  nij^ht 
he  sleops  at  Killenaule.  The  next  day  is 
the  day  of  the  bamcades. 

In  your  lives  did  you  ever  hear  or  read  of 
such  a  monstrous  proposition  as  that  tbi  < 
gentleman,  to  protect  himself  from  arrest 
under  a  warrant,  had  thus  marched  and 
countermarched  from  town  to  town,  with 
armed  bodies ;  had  then  dismissed  his 
array  for  the  night ;  bad  gone  to  Kille- 
naule, where  you  find  another  body  with  a 
sentinel  or  two,  and  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Orchard  with  a  gun,  standing  as  sentinel 
over  his  lodgings  P  And  then  you  find, 
on  the  approach  of  the  Queen's  troops  in 
the  morning,  a  regular  display  of  military 
tactics,  and  throwing  up  of  barricades, 
and  the  objection  to  their  passing.  The 
troops  however  pass,  and  because  ti»e 
people  did  not  commence  warfare  with 
them,  and  did  not  make  that  the  crisis 
by  a  collision  with  them,  that,  forsooth, 
must  be  taken  as  evidence  that  this  is  all 
a  private  and  personal  object,  and  not  a 
general  plan  for  raising  a  rebellion  in  the 
country.  Was  not  all  this  marching  and 
countermarching,  and  the  dispersion  of 
those  different  persons,  their  coming  at 
diHerent  hours,  and  their  travelling 
about  at  others,  in  furtherance  of  thi.i 
treasonable  project  which  they  had  in 
view  ?  For  what  were  they  about  P  They 
arrived  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the 
2bth.  They  prepared  to  go — where  ?  To 
cross  by  another  direction  almost  forming 
a  triangle  from  Killenaule,  Ballingarry, 
and  the  Commons,  or  rather  to  the 
Collieries,  and  they  started  an  hour  or 
two  after  the  soldiers  left  the  town.     I 
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have  looked  into  the  evidence  of  the 
soldiers  since,  and  it  is  perfectly  correct ; 
the  passage  of  the  troops  was  between 
nine  and  ten — and  Pemherthy  swears  it 
was  between  eleven  and  one  that  he 
had  that  most  important  interview,  which 
I  should  say  is  conclusive  on  this  case, 
with  Mr.  O'Brien,  whom  he  met  about 
half-way  between  Killenaule  and  Ballin> 
garry  when  he  got  off  the  car  at  Kir- 
wick's  Cross.  Mr.  O'Brien  spoke  to  him 
and  asked  was  he  not  the  superintendent 
of  the  colliery?  He  answered  that  he 
was.  Mr.  O'Brien  then  said,  that  if  the 
company  stood  neutral  he  would  support 
ihem  ;  but  if  they  offered  to  suspend  the 
works  in  consequence  of  any  of  the  men 
following  him  he  would  take  possession 
of  the  collieries;  that  he  would  have 
Ireland  rescued  from  the  British  Grovern- 
mant  in  less  than  a  week ;  that  all  was 
ready  in  the  towns,  and  that  as  far  as  he 
had  travelled  in  the  country  they  were  of 
the  same  mind  ;  and  he  added,  that  if  he 
was  caught  he  would  be  hanged. "  There  is 
the  conversation.  Does  that  disclose  the 
objects?  Are  we  to  shut  our  eyes,  our 
ears,  and  the  evidence  of  our  senses? 
Is  not  this  proof  to  demonstration  as  to 
the  objects  of  these  gentlemen,  when 
coupled  with  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stance of  their  being  found  there  at  all  ? 
What  coald  have  brought  and  detained 
them  there  except  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  exciting  this  outbreak  ? 

The  other  interviews  with  the  colliery 
men  bear  out  the  same  story. 

But  there  are  things  which  require  the 
utmost  ingenuity  of  the  ablest  man  in  the 
land  to  attempt  to  answer.  I  call  on  you 
to  look  to  that  letter  which  has  been  so 
often  read.  I  say  it  is  impossible  you  can 
give  it  that  constrained  construction  which 
my  learned  friends  contend  for.  Revolution 
is  written  in  the  letter.  He  conceived  it 
was  a  just  and  proper  thing,  if  they  did 
not  act  under  his  control,  to  confiscate 
their  property  to  the  national  treasury. 
Are  not  those  the  very  same  sentiments 
expressed  in  the  speccn  of  March,  1848, 
when  he  gave  the  caution  to  the  landlords 
of  Ireland,  that  if  they  contended  with 
the  people,  and  any  collision  should  arise, 
their  property  would  be  carried  to  the 
credit  of  the  national  treasury. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  come  to  that  un- 
fortunate morning  when  the  conflict  with 
the  police  took  place.  I  do  not  care 
whetner  there  was  bravery  or  cruelty 
exhibited  upon  the  one  side  or  upon  the 
other,  or  whether  there  was  humanity  in 
the  negotiations.  Mr.  O'Brien  thought 
that  he  could  have  induced  the  con- 
stabulary to  surrender  their  arms ;  and  if 
they  had  done  so,  they  would  have 
deserted   their   colours    and  joined   the 
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insurgents.  If  he  could  have  accom- 
plished that  object  he  would  have  achieved 
a  triumph  without  the  loss  of  a  single  life. 
I  say,  tnerefore,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
to  reject  the  rest  of  the  evidenced f  it 
were  not  for  the  character  of  the  witnesses 
on  the  table,  because  three  or  four  of 
them  prove  the  fact  of  those  words  having 
been  used  just  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  attack  upon  the  house.  But, 
remember,  there  was,  according  to  the 
evidence  of  one  or  two  of  the  police, 
another  person  on  the  window-stool  along 
with  Mr.  O'Brien,  at  the  particukir  period. 
If  you  take  the  character  of  Mr.  O'Brien's 
mind,  his  education  and  position,  no  matter 
what  his  offence  and  delinquencies  may 
have  been  under  this  charge,  and  give 
him  the  benefit  of  that— you  may  believe 
that  he  never  did  use  that  expression, 
but  that  it  was  used  by  the  man  who 
accompanied  him  at  the  window,  and  that 
the  police  were  under  a  mistake  when 
they  attributed  words  to  him  that  were 
pronounced  by  another.  So  far  I  agree 
with  Mr.  Fitzgerald  for  the  sake  of  the 
character  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  which  I  have  no 
doubt  is  very  dear  to  him,  and  am  willing 
to  concede  that  he  did  not  use  that  ex- 
pression, but  that  6ome  less  educated 
man,  with  less  feelings  of  humanity  or 
discretion,  pronounced  those  words,  which 
led  to  the  commencement  of  that  fatal 
oonflict,  so  far  as  it  affected  the  lives  of 
some  of  the  persons  who  fell  in  it.  Yon 
remember  the  cross-examination  inflicted 
on  those  policemen,  and  you  can  have  the 
map.  Perhaps  there  was  not,  and  could 
not  be  found,  another  farm-house  of  that 
character,  a  stone  and  slated  farm-house, 
which  was  in  such  a  position  when  taken 
possession  of  by  an  armed  party  of  con- 
stabulary, that  few  persons  could  have 
been  injured  either  inside  or  outside.  It 
was  a  remarkable  position,  for  no  one 
would  go  to  the  front  of  that  house  to  bo 
shot  by  the  police  when  they  had  a  five- 
foot  wall  to  protect  them.  And  again, 
the  principal  firing  was  from  the  gable- 
end  window,  because,  at  the  distance  of 
forty  yards  or  so,  was  a  high  hedge  or  a 
quick-set  fence,  under  which  the  country 
people  sheltered  themselves,  and  the  con- 
stabulary were  unable  to  hit  them,  except 
by  some  odd  shots,  while  they  could  not 
hit  the  constabulary  who  were  at  only 
one  end  of  the  house.  Unfortunately 
there  was  a  conflict.  It  was  an  attack  by 
the  insurgents  on  the  regular  forces  of 
the  Government,  and  life  was  lost  on  that 
occasion. 

I  now  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  a 
remarkable  scene  in  this  most  extra- 
ordinary drama,  and  that  is  the  testimony 
of  CarroU,  the  mounted  policeman.  That 
there  was  an  armed  party  there,  corn- 
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mauded  by  Mr.  O'Brien,  that  he  was 
amoDgsl  them,  and  that  the  other  gentle- 
men who  accompanied  him  were  also 
engaged  in  the  nnfortauate  enterprise,  is 
as  plain  as  possible.  Carroll  thonght  he 
was  abont  to  be  shot.  He  gives  an  account 
of  something  rather  uneasy  in  the  manner 
or  Mr.  O'Brien.  I  think  it  is  very  likely 
Mr.  O'Brien  felt  dismayed  and  afflicted 
at  the  consequences  of  that  enKftgemenD 
with  the  constabulary.  Lives  UM  been 
lost;  the  people  were  excited;  the  con- 
stabulary were  enclosed  in  the  house ;  and 
it  was  not^  certain  how  soon  the  conflict 
would  have  recommenced.  CaiToK  travels 
towards  home,  his  horse  having  been 
taken  away  from  him ;  and  at  the  distance 
of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  scene  of 
action  he  meets  Mr.  O'Brien  on  his  horse. 
Mr.  O'Brien  was  in  a  state  of  great  excite- 
ment, and  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand.  He 
sees  this  man,  and  tells  him  he  must 
return  with  him.  He  presents  the  pistol 
in  order  to  terrify  him,  as  if  he  was  about 
to  shoot  him.  They  then  return,  and  are 
on  the  best  of  terms.  Being  anxious  to 
remonstrate  with  him,  the  man  says, 
**  May  I  speak  to  you  P "  Mr.  O'Brien 
said,  **Yes."  And  have  you  any  reason 
to  doubt  what  the  man  says  Mr.  O'Brien 
stated,  abont  his  object  and  plans  with 
respect  to  the  counti*y  P  You  have  taken 
notes  of  that  evidence ;  you  will  read  it. 
Perhaps  it  is  the  most  important  testi- 
mony in  the  case,  because  it  describes 
everything  that  happened  after  this  con- 
flict was  over.  "I  returned  back  with 
him  in  the  direction  in  which  I  left  the 
the  peoi)le.  He  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand 
and  a  stick.  He  wore  a  cap  with  a  gold 
peak.    I  went  back  with    him  about  a 

Quarter  or  half  a  mile.  During  the  time 
asked  leave  to  speak  with  candour,  and 
he  replied,  *  Speak  on.'  I  then  told  him 
in  my  opinion  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  succeed  as  the  Eoman  Catholic  clergy 
were  against  him,  as  he  had  seen  that 
day."  Manifestly  showing  that  there 
had  been  an  interference  and  remon- 
strance by  the  Boman  Catholic  clergy. 
"I  added,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
him  to  contend  with  the  troops  that  would 
be  brought  against  him.  Mr.  O'Brien 
said  in  reply,  *  I  have  been  working  for 
my  country  for  twenty  years,  and  it  can 
redeem  itself  if  it  likes.'  I  said  the 
country  could  not  be  redeemed  but  with 
blood,  and  he  said  he  wanted  no  blood.'* 

Before  Carroll  left,  and  whilst  the 
people  were  still  iu  a  state  of  great 
excitement,  he  observed  Mr.  Cox'e  party 
approaching  in  the  direction  from  Thurles 
or  Cashel,  and  he  then  hastened  home. 
The  police  approach,  and  a  renewed  con- 
flict takes  place  between  the  (Government 
officers  and  the  armed  peasantry,  which 


ended  in  the  way  you  have  heard  stated. 
You  may  be  sure  the  result  of  those  con- 
flicts .opened  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and 
most  likely  opened  the  eyes  of  the  gentle- 
men and  Mr.  O'Brien  too.  They  saw  it 
was  altogether  a  hopeless  and  desperate 
enterprise,  because  they  were  for  four 
days  surrounded  by  multitudes  of  armed 
insnrgenti},  and  yet  no  communication 
arrived  of  a  single  outbreak  in  any  other 
part  of  the  land. 

There  was  an  observation  made  by  my 
learned  friend,  Mr.  Fitzgerald — ^in  whicn 
he  complained  Uiat  the  precautions  taken 
in  gamsoning  towns  by  the  troops  of  the 
Crown,  and  providing  for  the  security 
and  protection  of  the  people,  did  in  them- 
selves, as  it  were,  operate  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  Mr.  O'Brien,  by  anticipating 
or  presupposing  that  he  was  guilty  of  this 
act  of  high  treason.  I  am  sure  men  of 
your  experience  will  throw  every  con- 
sideration of  that  nature  entirely  out  of 
the  case.  No  matter  with  what  object 
the  insurrection  or  outbreak  was  got  up, 
it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, answerable  as  they  are  for  the  lives 
and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country,  to  take  the  most  effectual  means 
for  securing  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  country,  and  to  defeat  any  movement 
of  the  kind. 

Grentlemen,  I  thank  you  for  the  patience 
with  which  you  have  listened  to  me  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duty.  You  will  now 
hear  the  law  applicable  to  the  case  stated 
b^  his  lordship.  I  have  submitted  my 
view  of  the  facts  of  this  most  important 
case,  which  I  think  ought  to  meet  the 
common  sense  and  ordinary  understanding 
of  any  rational  man.  On  the  only  issue 
now  sent  to  yon,  consistently  with  the 
ordinary  transactions  of  life,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  say  that  Mr.  O'Brien  and 
the  other  parties  were  assembled  for  a 
private  purpose,  to  protect  himself  from 
arrest,  and  that  it  was  not  to  create  an 
Insurrection,  which,  had  it  been  success- 
ful to  any  extent,  might  have  communi- 
cated the  flame  of  rel^llion  through  the 
whole  country;  and  who  can  tell,  with 
what  melancholy  consequences  it  might 
have  been  attended  before  peace  and 
tranquillity  could  have  been  restored  P 


Summing  Up. 

Blagkbubkb,  L.C.J. :  There  are  two  dis- 
tinct species  of  treason  stated  in  this  in- 
dictment. The  first  five  counts  are  for 
levying  war  against  the  Queen  in  her 
realm.  The  last  count  is  for  compassing 
the  death  of  the  Queen.  I  shall  at  once 
relieve  you  from  any  consideration  of  the 
last  count,  because,  though  there  is,  what 
in  strictness  of  law  must  be  considered  as 
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evidence  to  sastain  that  count,  that  evi- 
dence is  so  much  more  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly applicable  to  the  connt  for  levying 
of  war,  that  your  attention  may  be  con- 
fined altogether  to  that  charge — the  charge 
of  levying  war  against  the  Queen  in  her 
realm. 

In  order  to  sustain  that  charge  you 
must  be  satisfied  that  there  was  an  insur- 
rection— an  insurrection  with  force,  and 
that  the  object  of  that  insurrection  was  a 
general  object.  It  has  been  thought  and 
contended  at  the  bar  here,  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoner,  that  there  has  been  some  ex- 
tension of  the  doctrine  of  hi^h  treason  to 
cases  which  are  properly,  as  it  is  said,  not 
within  the  meanmg  of  levying  war  against 
the  Qaeen.  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into 
any  consideration  of  that  argument ;  but 
whether  the  words  of  the  Act  of  Ed» 
ward  3.  may,  or  may  not,  have  been 
extended  by  a  constrained  construction  is 
not  the  question  now,  because,  if  the  evi- 
dence which  the  Grown  relies  on  sustains 
any  of  the  allegations  which  they  adduce 
it  to  support,  there  was  unquestionably 
an  object  of  a  general  kind  in  the  case 
before  us.  But  whether  the  object  of  the 
insurrection  was  to  effect  the  repeal  of  the 
Act  of  Union,  or  whether  it  was  to  efiect 
any  change  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Government,  or  of  the  realm,  or  whether 
it  was  to  dismember  the  empire,  by  effect- 
ing a  separation  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  constituting  Ireland  into  a  distinct 
sovereignty ;  whether  any  one,  or  all,  of 
these  were  the  objects,  it  was  plainly 
general  within  the  meaning  of  that  term, 
as  I  before  stated  it  to  you,  and  therefore 
the  levying  of  war  for  its  attainment  would 
be  plainly  high  treason. 

I  need  not  advert  to  aothorities  which 
have  been  cited  in  the  course  of  the  con- 
sideration of  this  case ;  but  there  is  one 
Mssage  from  the  judgment  of  my  Lord 
Tenterden  which  is  very  distinctly  appli- 
cable to  the  case  before  us. 

He  says  (a)— 

*<  Insorrectioas  and  risings,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  by  force  and  numbers,  however  ill  ar- 
ranged, provided,  or  organized,  any  innovations 
of  a  pnblio  natnre,  or  redress  of  supposed  public 
grievances,  in  which  the  parties  have  no  special 
€»r  particular  interest  or  concern,  have  been 
deemed  instances  of  the  actual  levying  of  war.'' 

Gentlemen,  in  stating  the  definition  of 
high  treason,  or  the  crime  of  levying  war 
against  the  Queen,  and  in  citing  the  words 
of  this  authority,  I  have  probably  led  you 
to  the  consideration  of  the  very  distinction 
which  it  will  be  of  importance  to  keep  in 
mind,  and  upon  which  distinction  the  de- 
fence of  the  prisoner  was  rested.      He 


(a)  i?<fx  y.  ThiiiUwood,  83  St.  Tr.  684. 


I  asserts  that  the  object  of  recurring  to  the 
I  use  of  force,  and  the  end  and  object  of  all 
the  exertions  which  are  detailed  in  the 
coarse  of  the  evidence,  was  this ;  not  to 
effect    any  general    object    or    political 
purpose    whatever,   but    solely   and  ex- 
clusively   to    protect    his    person    from 
I  arrest.    And  I  have  to  tell  you,  that  if  the 
I  object  of  all  these  meetings  and  all  this 
I  force  was  solely  and  exclusively  to  protect 
I  Mr.  0*Brien*8  person,  or  the  persons  of 
'  those  who  were  in  his    company,  from 
!  arrest,  he  is  entitled  to  your  verdict. 

Now,  you  will  observe  that  I  have 
stated  to  you  the  proposition  that  the 
personal  or  particular  object  must  bo 
exclusive ;  because  if,  in  addition  to  pro- 
tecting the  person  from  arrest,  there 
was  the  other  and  general  purpose, 
which  the  Crown  contend  for,  the  exis- 
tence of  the  particular  object  is  of  no 
importance  whatever;  for  the  moment 
the  general  object  is  established  the 
offence  becomes  high  treason.  So  that 
you  will  observe,  in  the  consideration  of 
the  case,  you  will  not  only  have  to  fix  your 
attention  upon  that  which  constitutes  the 
defence  of  the  prisoner,  namely,  was  the 
object  10  protect  himself  fVom  arrest,  but 
you  will  have  to  sav  whether  it  was  ex- 
clusively the  objector  all  these  movements 
and  all  this  force. 

Gentlemen,  the  question,  no  doubt,  is 
one  of  intention.  Did  Mr.  O'Brien,  and 
those  who  assisted  him— ^id  he  intend 
simply  to  effect  his  own  personal  security 
from  arrest — or  did  he  intend,  by  this 
force  and  by  these  movements,  an  object 
of  a  general  character — whether  a  change 
in  the  Government,  or  a  repeal  of  the  Act 
of  Union,  or  the  separation  of  Ireland 
from  Great  Britain?  It  has  been  com- 
plained of,  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner, 
that  this  indictment  does  nut  set  forth  the 
evidence  on  which  the  Crown  relies  in  sup- 
port of  that  intention  which  it  imputes 
to  Mr.  0*Brien,  and  which  it  is  bound 
to  establish.  The  law  does  not  require 
that  the  Grown  should  state  the  evidence 
which  it  intends  to  adduce  of  the  intention. 
It  does  reauire  the  Crown  to  state  what 
acts  were  done,  and  not  only  to  state  the 
acts  which  were  done,  but,  also,  that  one  or 
more  of  these  acts  should  be  established 
by  two  or  more  credible  witnesses.  And 
the  acts  which  are  stated  in  the  indict- 
ment, you  will  find  as  follows :  the  para- 
ding and  marching  in  a  hostile  manner 
through  divers  villages,  towns,  and  other 
public  highways ;  the  erection  of  obstruc- 
tions of  cars,  carts,  pieces  of  timber,  and 
other  materials,  erected  and  built  across 
the  highways,  to  obstruct  and  prevent  the 
marching  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Queen ;  the 
making  a  warlike  attack  upon  and  firing 
upon  a  large  body  of  constables,  being  in 
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the  execution  of  their  doty,  and  endeavonr- 
ing  with  force  and  violence  to  compel  the 
constables  to  join  them  in  levying  and 
raising  public  insurrection  and  rebellion 
against  our  Lady  the  Queen ;  the  making 
a  warlike  attack  upon  a  certain  dwelling- 
house,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  and 
firing  on  a  body  of  constables  thei*oin  as- 
sommed.  These  are  the  overt  acts.  These, 
or  one  of  them,  must  bo  proved  by  two 
witnesses;  but  as  to  the  object— which 
object  depends  on  intention — that  is  left 
to  be  disclosed  by  evidence,  of  the  value 
and  weight  of  which  you  are  the  exclusive 
judges. 

[The  learned  judge  proceeded  to  read 
and  comment  on  the  evidence,  which  was 
of  two  classes,  the  evidence  antecedent  to 
the  outbreak  at  Ballingarry,  on  July  25th, 
aud  that  relating  to  the  subsequent 
period.  The  former  could  not  have  any  re- 
lation to  the  apprehension  of  arrest  which 
did  not  then  exist.] 

The  question  is,  what  was  Mr.  O^Brien's 
intention  on  and  after  the  25th  July  ?  The 
intention  imputed  to  him  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown  is,  that  he  then  and  thereafter 
meditated  a  general  purpose,  and  that 
purpose  was  revolutionary  m  its  character. 

At  the  same  time  thev  say,  that,  looking 
to  t^e  conduct  of  Mr.  0*Brien  for  a  period 
of  four  antecedent  months,  they  are  able  to 
satisfy  you  of  the  existence  of  a  revolution- 
ary scheme,  and  the  means  aud  preparations 
adopted  by  him  for  carrying  that  scheme 
into  execution.  And  it  cannot  be  objected, 
in  point  of  law,  that  his  conduct,  his 
acts,  his  speeches,  and  his  declarations 
during  the  period  that  intervened  from 
the  15th  of  March  to  the  25th  of  July, 
are  brought  forward  as  evidence,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  what  his  inten- 
tion was  after  the  2dth  of  July.  In 
truth,  in  a  large  portion  of  our  criminal 
law  many  crimes  are  found  to  consist 
altogether  in  intention ;  and  I  know  no 
limit  to  the  period  at  which  evidence 
is  admissible  of  previous  conduct,  or  de- 
clarations from  which  intention  may  be 
inferred.  If  I  were  called  on  to  instance 
a  case  of  the  most  familiar  occurrence, 
it  would  be  the  case  of  murder.  A  homi- 
cide is  committed ;  aud,  in  order  to  show 
malice  on  the  part  of  the  person  charged, 
declarations  of  ill-will  made  by  him  at 
any  antecedent  period  are  every  day  ad- 
mitted, as  plainly  according  to  the  prin- 
t)iples  of  justice.  Therefore  it  is  impos- 
sible to  complain,  consistently  with  the 
existence  of  tne  rules  of  law  on  the  sutyect, 
that  Mr.  O^Brien'e  speeches  and  declara- 
tions antecedent  to  the  occurrence  of  these 
transactions  are  now  brought  in  evidence 
against  him. 

£The  learned  judge  read  Mr.  0*Brlen*s 
speech  at  the  Irish  Federation  on  March 


15th,  observing  that  it  was  for  the  jury  to 
say,  if  its  intention  was  innocent,  or  if  it 
showed  that  treasonable  intentions  were 
then  actually  formed,  though  as  yet  there 
was  no  definite  plan  or  period  fixed  for 
carrying  them  into  effect.] 

After  reading  the  passage  relating  to 
0' Gorman  in  the  speech  at  the  Music 
Hall,  on  April  15th,  the  learned  judge  pro- 
ceeded to  deal  with  the  documents  found 
in  the  portmanteau,  viz.,  .the  Philadelphia 
address,  and  the  letters  to  Mr.  0*Brien 
I  from  Meagher  and  Duffy.  Upon  a  charge 
of  thid  kind  papers  found  in  the  actual 
possession,  or  upion  the  person  of  the  party 
charged,  cnn  be  given  m  evidence.  And 
it  is  insisted,  by  the  Crown,  that  they  have 
done  that  which  ought  to  satisfy  you  that 
these  documents  were,  in  fact,  in  the  pos- 
'  session  of  Mr.  O^Binen,  We  allowed  the 
documents  to  be  read,  but  we.  reserved 
for  your  consideration  the  question — 
whether  the  circumstances  attending  the 
finding  and  the  production  of  these  papers 
ought,  in  your  jud^ent,  to  have  the  effect 
of  fixing  Mr.  0*Brien  with  the  posses^sion 
of  them  P 

[On  the  Philadelphia  address  the  learned 
judge  observed] — 

This  is  the  paper  found  on  Mr.  O'Brien, 
and  it  is  a  communication  from  a  foreign 
country,  and  states  tLa!i  means  and  exer- 
tions will  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  for- 
warding the  cause  of  Irish  liberty.  It  is 
for  you  to  consider  whether  that  means 
any  constitutional  effort,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining,  by  constitutional  means,  any 
species  of  reform  ;  or  whether  it  has  any 
reference  to  proceedings  of  a  revolutionary 
character.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
intention  of  those  resolutions,  or  the  per- 
son to  whom  they  were  addressed,  it  ap- 
pears very  plainly  from  the  following 
letter,  found,  also,  in  the  same  way,  that 
Mr.  Meagher  was  about  to  proceed  to 
America ;  and  you  are  already  aware,  in 
one  of  the  former  speeches,  a  mission  to 
America  is  distinctly  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
O'Brien  — 

*'  Then  I  come  to  tell  yoo  about  the  American 
trip.  I  am  off  for  New  York  (God  willing)  on 
Saturday  — 

"  *  O'er  the  glad  waters  of  the  dark  blue  sei, 
My  thoughts  as  boundless,  and  my  soul  as  free.* 
**  What  to  do?    To  raise  money,  to  evoke  gyra- 
pathy— to,"  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

These  two  documents,  connected  with 
the  declaration  of  an  intended  mission  to 
America  in  the  speech  of  Mr.  O'Brien,  are 
most  important  for  your  consideration,  as 
showing  what  was  the  object  and  tendency 
of  his  mind  at  this  period. 

Then,  as  to  Duffy* s  letter,  you  have 
heard  it  read  before,  but  it  is  of  great  im- 
portance, for  it  shows  in  the  mind  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


297] 


The  Queen  against  Slmith  0*Brien,  1848. 


[29^ 


writer,  with  regard  to  Mr.  0*Brien,  what 
the  position  occupied  was,  and  what  was 
the  natare  of  the  movement  then  contem- 
plated—whether it  wap  to  obtain  repeal  by 
constitutional  means,  or  whether  the  ob- 
ject was  revolution  or  rebellion. 
[The  learned  judge  read  the  letter.] 
Whatever  be  the  value  of  it,  it  is  plain 
the  writer  contemplates  a  state  of  revolu- 
tion, and  considers  Mr.  0*Brien  as  the 
person  who  is  to  be  at  the  head  of  it. 

The  next  evidence  in  point  of  order  are 
those  events  which  are  deposed  to  by 
Dobbyn.  It  is  contended  that  Dohbyn 
comes  forward  before  you  as  an  accom- 
plice, and  that  you  onght  not  to  attend  to 
nis  evidence  unless  he  be  confirmed  in 
some  material  and  important  part.  If  vou 
take  Dobbyn* 8  statement  to  be  true,  he  does 
not  stand  in  the  light  of  an  accomplice. 
An  accomplice  is  a  person  who  actually 
engages  in  the  illegal  act  which  he  comes 
forward  to  depose  to;  but  he  did  not, 
according  to  his  own  statement,  become  a 
member  of  this  society  with  any  intention 
of  actually  carrying  forward  or  executing 
its  objects  or  plans.  He  became,  he  says 
himself,  a  member  for  the  purpose  of 
**  counter  plotting"  their  plotting ;  in  other 
words,  be  should  rather  be  called  a  spy 
than  an  accomplice.  Whether  you  regard 
him.  in  the  one  light  or  the  other,  my 
direction  to  you  would  be,  scrupulously 
to  examine  the  evidence,  and  see  how  far 
it  is  accredited  by  the  vai'ious  matters 
with  which  it  stands  in  connexion  ;  and 
first  of  all,  to  examine  him  by  himself. 

K  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  is 
telling  a  story  of  his  own  fabrication,  and 
that  no  such  transactions  occurred  as  he  re- 
presents, you  should  dismiss  the  evidence 
altogether  from  your  minds  ;  but  if  you 
find  that  his  evidence  is  reasonable  and 
probable  by  itself,  accredited  by  the  acts 
of  those  persons,  and  by  the  acts  of  Mr. 
0*Brien  himself — if  you  find  it  consistent 
with  those  acts — if  you  find  he  is  telling 
that,  which  in  the  ordinary  nature  of 
things  would  be  part  and  parcel  of  the 
same  arrangement  to  a  portion  of  which 
he  deposes,  then  it  will  bo  for  you  to 
consider  whether  he  is  entitled  to  your 
belief.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you 
think  he  is  a  spy — that  he  went  to 
meetings,  and  had  either  partially,  or  in 


there,  and  that  they  saw  persons  going  in 
and  out  as  members  of  that  club ;  so  that, 
so  far,  his  testimony  was  unimpeachod  by 
the  suggestion  that  there  was  no  such  body. 

He  having  been  examined  so  long  ago 
as  last  Saturday,  and  deposing  to  a  series 
of  transactions  in  three  different  places, 
three  months  ago  in  the  city  of  Dublin, 
there  was  ample  means  of  contradicting 
him  if  he  was  not  telling  the  truth. 

Whiteside:  My  lord,  with  the  greatest 
deference  I  submit  that,  pending  a  trial 
which  it  is  impossible  to  say  when  it 
may  conclude,  tne  prisoner  is  not  to  be 
affected  by  not  producing  all  the  evidence 
that  might  be  produced  if  he  had  the  list 
of  witnesses  before  him.  I  did  not  know 
what  we  might  have  to  apeak  to. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Tindal,  the  very  authority  you  cited,  shows 
exactly  how  the  law  is  on  the  subject  (a) — 

'*  Undoubtedly  tbo  proof  of  the  case  against 
the  prisoner  must  depend  for  its  support,  not 
upon  the  absence  or  want  of  any  explanation  on 
the  part  of  the  prisoner  himself,  but  upon  the 
positive  affirmative  evidence  of  his  guilt  that  is 
given  by  the  Crorvn.'* 

Then  follows  this  which  was  not  stated 
before — 

''It  is  not,  however,  an  unreasonable  thing, 
and  it  daily  occurs  in  investigations,  both  civil 
and  criminal,  that  if  there  is  a  certain  appear- 
ance made  out  against  a  party — if  he  is  involved 
bv  the  evidence  in  a  state  of  cousiderable  sus- 
picion, he  U  called  upon  for  his  own  sake,  and  * 
his  own  safety^  to  state  and  bring  forward  the 
circumstances,  whatever  they  may  be,  which 
might  reconcile  such  suspicious  appearances 
with  perfect  innocence;  and  therefore,  the 
learned  counsel  of  the  prisoner,  although  he 
entered  his  protest  against  his  being  necessarily 
required  to  make  such  a  statement,  proceeds  to 
say  that  the  case  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was 
one  that  was  perfectly  innocent — that  is,  per- 
fectly innocent  so  fur  as  regards  the  crime 
of  high  treason." 

Now,  I  do  not  by  any  means  think  that 
because  this  man  was  examined  last  Satur- 
day, therefore  the  prisoner  is  bound  now  to 
show  that  he  was  telling  what  was  not 
true.  I  do  not  mean  to  assert  at  all  that 
there  was  that  obligation  on  the  prisoner, 
but  I  say  there  was  that  possibility ;  and  I 
say  more,  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence 
to  the  contrary,  if  you  believe  the  story 
this  man  tells,  and  you  find  it  accredited 


the  whole,  invented  the  story  detailed  to    ,         y^^^    ^^^^  ^j^;  transaction,  there  is 
you,  you  should  discharge  the  whole  irom    ^  ^  ^^  ^^^^^^  „^t  ^t- 

your  minds,  and  not  give  credit  to  any  ...•'.<  '^  -^ 

part  of  it.  It  is  very  important  to  remark, 
that,  if  none  of  these  meetings  ever  took 
place  at  different  houses,  his   statement 


could  be  contradicted.  That  there  was  a 
club  in  Dublin  Called  the  Bed  Hand  Club, 
is  perfectly  true.  Two  policemen  proved 
that  the  sign  of  the  house,  the  red  hand 
on  the  blind  of  the  window,  was  exhibited 


tention  to  his  evidence. 

Whiteside:  In  that  case,  which  your 
lordship  has  correctly  cited,  the  prisoner 
had  the  list  of  witnesses  who  were  to 
be  examined  against  him  eleven  days 
before  trial.  My  client  had  no  such  oppor- 
tunities given  to  him. 


(a)  In  Frost's  case,  4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  443. 
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Blackburne,  L.O.J. :  That  is  perfectly 
Iruo ;     and    that    which     the    prisoner 
possesses  here,  would  hare  enabled  him 
to  contradict  this  witness  if  he  thought 
proper.    But  I  confess,  that  after  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  I  should  be  very  ] 
much    disposed    to    see  and  advise  jon  { 
to  examine  minutely  the  testimony  of  this  • 
witness,   and  see  whether  there  is*  not, 
from  the  story  which  he  tells,  some  pre-  < 
sumption,   looking  at  the  other  facts  of! 
the  case,  that  it  is  true  in  its  main  par- 
ticulars. 

[The  learned  judge  proceeded  to  read 
Dobhyn^s  evidence  and  cross-examination.] 

A  Juror:  He  said  when  his  club  was 
called  over,  it  was  not  called  the  Red  Hand 
Club.  How  comes  it  that  he  has  a  vote  in 
the  council  ?  None  but  those  who  repre- 
sented a  certain  club  had  a  vote  there. 
How  did  he  get  in  at  all  P  I  do  not  see 
how  that  was. 

Blackburne;  L.C. J. :  V/hat  he  says  is 
this  — 

**  I  was  not  acknowledged  a  representative  of 
a  club.  My  club  is  a  branch  ;  I  was,  therefore, 
not  acknowledged  as  the  representative  of  a 
club  ;  hut  I  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Coimcil.** 

A  Juror :  The  council,  we  understand, 
was  composed  of  the  presidents  of  the 
clubs. 

Blackbubke,  L.C.J. :  Gentlemen,  will 
'you  look  over  your  notes  in  the  mean- 
time, and  see  how  that  is. 

Whiteside:  I  will  tell  your  lordship 
what  we  have  on  our  notes — that  it  was 
ordered  that  all  but  the  representatives  of 
the  clubs  should  leave  tne  room.  My 
Lord  Chief  Justice  has  that;  and  I  have 
now  read  it  you. 

A  Juror :  So  I  have  it  on  mine. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  Just  wait  a  mo- 
ment, I  will  see  that — 

<*  Dillon  was  ai  the  chair  on  the  2l8t  Several 
men  were  present,  members  of  clubs  who  had  no 
right  to  be  present ;  and  several  members  ob- 
jected to  proceed  with  the  election  of  the  ex- 
ecutive council  till  they  left  the  room.  Then 
Dillon  called  out  the  names  of  the  repre- 
sentatives who  retired  to,  and  remained  in,  an 
inner  rx>m  till  all  the  others  went  away.  Dillon 
had  remained  seated  in  the  chair. 

Prwonar  .•  May  J  be  allowed  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  jury  to  one  remark  that 
fell  from  your  lordship,  with  respect  to 
the  possibility  of  bringing  evidence  to 
contradict  what  has  been  stated  by  this 
Witness,  Tlie  jury  must  know  that  every 
member  of  the  Council  of  the  Confede- 
ration, or  any  who  have  taken  a  leading 
part  in  the  management  of  the  council, 
have  been  hunted  down  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  are  now  ondcavourinR  to  pro- 
tect themselves  from  arrest.    Tflierefore, 


it  is  utterly  impossible  to  induce  any  of 
them  to  come  here. 

A  Juror :  It  does  not  appear  whether 
Dohhyn  says  he  is  one  of  those  who  were 
allowed  to  remain,  or  was  one  of  those  who 
were  turned  out. 

Blackburne,  L.O.J. :  He  voted. 

A  Juror:  Then  he  must  have  been  one 
of  the  recognized  members  of  the  club?, 
because  all  those  were  who  were  not 
turned  out. 

Another  Juror :  And  he  before  said  ho 
was  not — on  the  first  day. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  You  have  taken 
full  notes,  gentlemen,  and  you  will  look  at 
them  between  this  and  to-morrow  morn- 
ing- 

The  Court  adjourned. 

Saturday,  October  7, 1848. 

Prisoner :  Before  your  lordship  resumes 
your  review  of  the  evidence,  perhaps  you 
will  permit  me  to  say  a  few  words  in 
explanation  of  an  expression  that  fell  from 
mo  on  a  former  day,  and  which,  I  under- 
stand, has  given  pain  to  a  very  respectable 
gentleman,  Mr.  Hodges,  the  Government 
reporter.  Your  lordship  may  recollect, 
that  I  stated  that  he  had  been  treated 
at  everv  meeting  as  a  guest,  not  as  a  spy. 
Now  wnat  I  wished  to  intimate  was,  that 
I  thought  he  dealt  rather  unfairly  by  us  ii. 
appearing  as  a  Crown  witness,  prepared  to 
swear  that  our  speeches  and  aeclarations 
were  seditious  and  treasonable.  We 
thought  from  his  representations  to  us 
that  he  appeared  in  his  official  character  of 
a  Government  reporter,  prepared  to  swear 
to  his  notes ;  but  I  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  he  ever  concealed  that  part,  or  ever 
appeared  in  a  disguised  character,  which 
most  unquestionably  he  never  did.  I  do 
not,  therefore,  consider  him  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  spy ;  and  I  wish  to  withdraw  that 
expression. 

Blackbubne,  L.O.J. :  When  we  separated 
last  evening,  I  had  read  over  to  you  the 
evidence  of  Dchbyn,  who  is,  unquestion- 
ably, an  important  witness,  and  with 
respect  to  whose  credit  it  will  be  for  you 
to  decide.  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into 
any  details  of  those  matters  by  which  the 
Crown  insist  that  his  testimony  has  been 
confirmed  and  corroborated:  I  allude 
to  the  proof  of  the  existence  of  the 
Bed  Hand  Club;  and  I  allude  also  to 
such  corroboration  as  the  balloting  papers 
afibrd.  But  one  of  the  jurors  having 
asked  a  question,  which  was  one  of  vast 
importance,  and  which  relates  to  a  par- 
ticular part  of  his  evidence,  my  learned 
brethren  on  the  bench  are  of  opinion,  in 
which  I  entirely  C9ncur,  that  I  ought 
again  to  read  my  notes  of  his  evidenoe  to 
you,  and  you  will  see  as  you  go  along 
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whether  or  not,  aa  detailed,  there  is  any 
fj^ronnd  for  the  imputation  founded  upon 
the  discrepancies  suggested  by  the  juror. 

[The  learned  judge  again  read  DobhyrCs 
evidence  and  cross-examination] — 

Now,  gentlemen,  what  the  man  swears 
is  this — that  the  first  meeting  of  the  15th 
July  was  a  meeting  of  the  council  of  the 
Confederation.  He  did  not  state  that  he 
was  a  member  of  that  council  until  he  was 
cross-examined ;  but  he  states  positively 
that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council.  B!e 
states,  also,  that  the  meeting  of  the  19th 
was  a  meeting  both  of  the  Council  and  of 
the  representatives  of  clubs ;  that  it  was  a 
meetiuff,  therefore,  composed  of  two  dis- 
tinct classes  of  persons ;  and  he  swears, 
with  equal  distinctness,  that  the  business 
which  was  to  be  transacted  upon  the  21st 
was  to  be  transacted  by  this  united  body, 
he  being  a  member  of  one  of  two  bodies ; 
so  that,  according  to  that,  if  the  election, 
was  to  take  place  by  the  representatives  of 
the  clubs  and  the  Council,  he,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council,  would  have  a  right  to 
vote.  That  is  his  account  of  the  trans- 
action ;  we  have  it  from  himself  only ; 
and  the  question  is,  as  I  said  before,  and 
again  repeat  to  you,  entirely  for  your 
consideration.  I  shall  say  nothing  more, 
gentlemen,  with  respect  to  his  evidence, 
than  simply,  that  the  object  of  the 
first  meetmg  was  to  have  an  accurate 
account  of  the  force  of  these  clubs ;  and 
the  object  of  the  second  meeting  was  to 
ascertain  how  the  proclamation,  which 
had  been  issued,  might  be  evaded  or  frus- 
trated ;  and  the  object  of  the  third  meet- 
ing, according  to  his  statement,  was  to 
elect  an  executive  committee,  as  ho  calls 
it,  but  which  upon  his  cross-examination 
he  states  was  to  be  a  council  of  war,  and 
its  being  a  council  of  war  was  the  reason 
why  no  clergyman  should  be  elected  upon 
it.  Gentlemen,  this  is  important  evidence, 
but  it  would  be  perfectly  untrue  were  I  to 
represent  to  you  that  the  prosecution,  or 
the  charge  against  the  prisoner,  depended 
entirely  on  your  belief  of  it ;  it  is  for  you 
to  believe  it  or  not;  if  you  believe  it,  it 
gjoes  to  sustain  the  case  of  the  prosecu- 
tion ;  but  supposing  that  you  do  not  be- 
lieve it,  or  that  you  have  any  rational 
doubt  as  to  the  truth  of  the  testimony  of 
this  man,  in  either  case,  I  tell  you  ex- 
plicitly, to  reject  it  from  your  conside- 
ration and  not  to  act  upon  it,  and  to  give 
your  verdict  as  if  you  never  heard  it. 

[The  learned  judge  proceeded  to  refer  to 
Mr.  O^Brien's  speech  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Irish  League  at  the  Music  Hall,  on  the 
eveniu^  of  July  19th,  observing  that 
according  to  Dohbyn's  evidence,  the  meet- 
ing, with  respect  to  evading  the  proclam- 
ation, was  U)  have  taken  place  in  the 
middle  of  that  day.] 


I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  incumbent  on  me 
to  repeat  this  speech  to  you.  But  this  is 
perfectly  plain,  that  in  a  part  of  that  speech 
Mr.  O'Brten  refers  to  his  having  reviewed 
those  clubs  in  the  south  of  Ireland.  He 
says —  % 

**  I  hope  you  have  read  an  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  Cork.  They  call  it  a  review  of  my 
troops ;  but  I  am  happy  to  assure  you  that  1 
met  two  thousand  men  as  -well  arrayckl,  as 
capable  of  efficient  action,  as  any  troops  in  her 
Majesty's  service ;  and  I  met  at  least  ten  thou- 
sand able-bodied  men  who  promised  to  support 
and  sympathize  with  them." 

And  you  will   find  in  the  concluding 

Eart  of  the  speech,  though  the  new  mem- 
ers  of  the  body,  or  many  of  them,  were 
known  to  bo  adverse  to  the  formation  of 
these  clubs,  that  be  distinctly  asserts  his 
own  right,  and  the  right  of  others  who 
thought  like  him,  to  continue  the  same 
system  of  organization,  and  does  not  pro- 
fess the  slightest  intention  of  abandoning 
the  formation  or  the  organization  of  clubs. 
The  Solicitor- Oeneral  adverted  to  a  pas- 
sage in  the  speech  which  has  distinct  refer- 
ence to  the  proclamation,  and  which  is  in 
these  words — 

*'  And  now,  gentlemen,  I  do  not  here  in  this 
League  feel  myself  called  upon  to  express  to 
you  my  opinion  as  to  the  mode  in  which  you 
ought  to  treat  that  proclamation.  I  believe  the 
most  of  you  know  very  well  what  is  your  inter- 
est and  what  is  your  duty.  I  apprehend  that 
tlie  effort  to  disarm  the  population  of  Dublin 
will  not  !«  found  very  successful  ;  but  I  do — 
whilst  I  do  not  invite  you  to  give  facilities  to 
the  police  for  invading  the  privacy  of  your 
homes— I  do  upon  my  own  part,  and  I  must  say 
upon  the  part  of  some  of  your  most  trusted 
friends,  request  that  you  will  not  make  that 
proclamation  the  occasion  of  u  general  tol- 
lision.*' 

The  Solicitor-  General  argues — you  will 
judge  whether  there  is  anything  in  it  or 
not — that  that  appears  to  be  a  recognition 
of  the  advice  which  had  been  ^ven  them 
in  the  course  of  that  morning  at  the  " 
meeting  which  is  deposed  to  by  Vothyn. 

Whiteside :  Will  your  lordship  allow  me 
to  mention  two  short  sentences? 

Blackbttrne,  L.C, J. :  Certainly.  Gentle- 
men, listen  to  Mr.  Whiteiide, 

Whiteside  read  the  following: — 

"  I  owe  it  also  to  the  gentlemen  who  have 
entered  into  association  with  us  to  fulfil  the 
pledge,  by  which  I  consider  myself  bound,  on 
entering  this  Irish  League,  that  we  will  until 
we  find  all  constitutional  methods  exhausted, 
through  the  agency  of  this  League,  unite  with 
them  10  constitutional  efforts.*' 

Contemplating  the  visit  of  the  citizens 
of  Dublin  to  Kilkenny,  he  says — 

'*!  feel  perfeot  reliance  upon  the  good  sense, 
as  well  as  upon  the  ardour,  of  the  population  of 
Dublin  {  and  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  they 
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will  give  a  gciieroos  confidence  to  the  Irish 
League,  as  constituted  on  the  principles  I  have 
enunciated.  I  have  proposed,  and  with  success, 
that  the  uext  meeting  of  the  League  should  be 
held  at  Kilkenny.  Kilkenny  was  the  first  town 
to  declare  in  favoyr  of  a  union  of  all  Irishmen. 
Therefore,  I  thinl?  we  owe  them  the  compliment 
of  going  down,  and  carrying  down  with  us  as 
many  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin  as  can  conveni- 
ently attend  at  Kilkenny." 

Blackbukne,  L.O.J. :  There  can  be  no 
manner  of  doubt,  bo  far  as  regards  the 
Leagne,  its  constitution,  and  its  acts,  that 
Mr.  O^Brien  professes  an  entire  determi- 
nation, as  a  member  of  the  League,  to  act 
up  to,  and  pursue,  that  constitutional 
course.  It  is  equally  certain  that  he  re« 
served  to  himself  unlimited  power  with 
respect  to  the  clubs. 

Now,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  we  have 
arrived  at  what  I  may  call  the  termi- 
nation of  the  first  stage  of  the  evidence. 
Up  to  the  time  when  Mr.  0*Brien  left 
town,  there  was  no  notion  or  apprehension 
of  his  personal  arrest,  and  therefore  you 
cannot  expect,  and  certainly  there  was  not 
a  word  said  which  had  the  least  tendency  to 
promote,  any  measure  for  his  personal 
protection  or  safety.  Whatever  occurred 
before,  had  for  its  object  general  purposes 
and  designs,  whether  they  were  to  enect  a 
repeal  of  the  union,  a  modification  of  the 
constitution,  or  a  change  in  the  Govern- 
ment, or  to  efi'ect  a  total  separation  of 
Ireland  from  England.  These  objects, 
general  in  their  nature,  it  was  contem- 
plated to  efiect  by  an  organization  of  as 
many  of  the  people  of  this  country  as 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  join  the  clubs. 
These  clubs,  their  formation,  and  their 
co-operation,  were  to  be  the  means,  the 
force,  or  the  power  by  which  the  general 
objects,  or  whatever  was  to  be  the  general 
object,  was  to  be  achieved.  And  if  that 
were  so  before  Mr.  O^Brien  left  town,  it 
will  be  for  you  to  say  whether  what  sub- 
sequently occurred  was  in  furtherance  of 
that  object;  whether  that  object  was 
abandoned,  or  whether  it  was  persisted  in. 
The  testimony  of  Dobbyn,  if  you  believe 
him,  has  advanced  the  case  on  the  paiii  of 
the  Crown  one  step  further  than  the  other 
evidence.  It  is  not  that  he  has  shown  an 
object  difi^rent  from  that  which  the  other 
evidence  establishes,  but  he  has  gone 
further  in  proving  the  progress  of  a  con- 
spiracy ;  and  he  has  given  evidence  that 
matters  had  proceeded  so  far,  that  they 
were  determined,  by  arms,  within  a  very- 
short  time,  to  break  out  into  actual  rebel- 
lion ;  and  that  a  military  council,  called  an 
Executive  Committee  of  Five,  had,  by  its 
members,  pledged  itself  that  the  outbreak 
should  take  place  before  the  8th  of 
August  at  the  very  furthest.  Now  sup- 
posing that  yon  do  not  believe  him,  there 


will  still  remain  what  I  before  pointed 
out  to  you  upon  the  coofession  of  Mr. 
0*Brien  himself;  there  would  still  remain 
the  general  purpose  or  object ;  there  would 
Btill  remain  the  formation  and  the  exer- 
tions of  clubs  for  the  attainment  of  that 
object. 

£Th6  learned  judge  read  Dunlevie*8  evi- 
dence as  to  Mr.  0* Brian's  speech  at  Enuis- 
oorthy  on  Sunday,  July  23rd,  and  at 
Callan  on  Monday .j 

Gentlemen,  it  is  not  my  duty  to  com- 
ment upon  this  evidence.  It  is  only  my 
duty  to  put  you  in  possession  of  it,  and  to 
leave  it  entirely  for  your  own  considera- 
tion. I  wish  to  state  here,  both  with 
reference  to  the  last  deposition  you  have 
heard,  and  all  the  depositions  m  which 
the  personal  protection  of  Mr.  O'Brien  is 
alluded  to,  when  you  hear  it,  keep  in  your 
mind  these  two  matters,  and  keep  these 
two  questions  constantly  in  your  contem- 
plation. Does  the  language  here  used 
convey  to  your  mind  the  impression  that 
the  personal  safety  and  protection  of  Mr. 
(/Brien  was  the  sole  and  exclusive  ob- 
ject P  Or  does  the  language  in  its  fair, 
natural,  and  manifest  import  convey  to 
your  minds  the  impression,  that  there 
was  an  ulterior,  ana  another  purpose,  a 
general  purpose,  a  j)urpose  of  the  kind 
suggested  by  the  evidence  itself,  a  pur- 
pose which  may  be  expressed  in  the 
language  of  this  speaker,  of  making  Ire- 
land a  free  and  independent  nation  P 

Barton:  May  I  aok  your  lordship  to 
suspend  your  charge  ibr  a  very  few 
minutes  P 

Attorney' General :  What  is  the  reason  of 
your  request  P 

Blackburne,  L.O.J. :  I  cannot  have  my 
charge  to  the  jury  interrupted. 

Barton :  Both  the  learned  counsel  who 
were  assigned  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  are  en- 
gaged in  very  anxious  consultation,  my 
lord,  this  moment. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  I  cannot  stop  the 
trial. 

Prisoner :  My  lords,  I  apprehend  that 
the  Court  is  not  fully  constituted  in  the 
absence  of  the  third  judge,  Mr.  Justice 
Moore.  From  what  I  am  led  to  believe, 
my  counsel  are  at  present  engaged  with 
him  ;  and  the  Court  cannot  proceed. 

Blackbubne,  L.O.J. ;  We  will  certainly 
wait  for  Judge  Moore,  But  it  is  a  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  the  Court  is  not  fully 
constituted,  one  of  the  judges  being 
absent.  One  of  the  judges  would  be 
sufficient. 

After  a  short  delay  Mr.  Justice  Moore 
came  into  court. 

The  learned  judee  proceeded  to  read 
the  evidence  as  to  the  speeches  at  Carrick 
on  Monday. 

Meagher  then  compared  Ireland  to  a 
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French  fire-ship  which  had  sunk  for  a 
moment  and  risen  again  into  a  glorious 
repablic ;  and  said,  **  Hurrah  for  the  re- 
public " — and  the  crowd  shouted. 

Barton :  Will  your  lordship  allow  me  to 
make  a  suggestion.  I  am  instructed  that 
Mr.  Meaghei*  never  intended — and  I  think 
it  is  quite  consistent  with  the  context  of 
that  speech — ^to  adopt  the  sentiment, 
**  Hurrah  for  a  repubhc." 

Blackbuknb,  L.C.J. :  We  cannot  hear 
anything  now. 

jBa/rton :  The  passage  occurred  in  allu- 
sion to  an  historical  incident. 

Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  It  is  impossible 
that  I  can  discharge  my  duty  if  I  am 
interrupted  in  this  way.  We  cannot  hear 
that ;  the  time  has  gone  by  for  it. 

White9ide:  Before  your  lordship  pro- 
ceeds further  with  your  charge,  I  ask  you, 
as  a  favour,  to  hear  a  short  application. 

Blackbubke,  L.C.J. :  Is  it  in  another 
case? 

Whiteside :  No,  my  lord ;  in  this.  I  do 
not  feel  it  right  to  mention  it  in  court ; 
but  if  my  learned  friend,  the  Attorney- 
General,  will  step  into  chamber,  I  will 
mention  it  there. 

Attomey-Oeneral :  I  have  no  possible 
objection,  my  lord. 

The  learned  judges,  the  counsel  for  the 
Crown,  and  the  prisoner's  counsel,  retired 
to  the  chamber,  and  after  about  a  quainter 
of  an  hour  had  elapsed  returned  into 
court. 

Whiteside :  My  lords,  in  this  case  of  the 
Queen  v.  0*Brien,  1  have  an  application  to 
make  to  your  lordships,  for  wnich  I  am 
indebted  to  the  Court  and  to  my  learned 
friend,  the  Attorney 'OenercU;  it  is  that 
the  witness,  Dobbyn,  may  be  recalled  on 
one  subject-matter. 

Blackbubnb,  L.C.J. :  What  do  you  say 
to  it,  Mr.  Attorney  ? 

Attorney' General :  From  the  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Whiteside  of  matters  having 
come  to  his  knowledge  since  the  cross- 
examination  of  Dohlyun  on  a  particular 
part  of  the  case,  I  shall  not  oppose  it. 

Blackbubnb,  L.C.J. :  Then  you  consent 
to  it? 

Attorney-General :  Yes,  my  lord. 

Blackbxtbnb,  L.C.  J. :  Because  the  appli- 
cation is  very  unusual. 

Whiteside:  I  think  it  right  to  state, 
that  the  Attorney- General  and  Solicitor' 
General  are  entitled  to  the  highest  honour 
for  their  conduct  in  the  administration  of 
justice.    We  will  call  Dohbyn  as  our  wit- 


James    Stevenson   Dclbhyn,    recalled — Ex- 
amined by  Whiteside, 

Denied  that  he  had  ever  had  an  inter- 
view with  Henry  Dalton,  the  next  witness 


Contradicted  the  statements  put  to  him 
by  Whiteside  in  every  particular. 

Henry  JDoZton— Examined  by  Whiteside, 

Stated  that  he  had  travelled  fVom 
Dublin  by  the  night  express  ;  that  he  was 
the  son  of  a  vicar-choral  of  the  cathedral 
of  Cashel ;  that  he  was  a  literary  teacher, 
and  belonged  to  Trinity  College ;  that  he 
had  taught  in  Dublin  and  Dungannon,  and 
had  been  resident  tutor  to  Mr.  Penno' 
father,  of  Marlow. 

Whiteside :  Do  you  recollect  being  any 
Saturday  evening,  or  any  night  about 
the  middle  of  June,  at  a  bouse,  or  tavern, 
or  public-house,  at  the  comer  of  Stephen 
Street,  reading? — ^Yes,  I  went  into  the 
house,  for  the  purpose  of  reading  the 
newspaper,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
drinking.  I  think  a  man  of  the  name  of 
O'Neill  keeps  it;  it  is  at  the  comer  of 
George  Street,  cutting  George  Street  at 
right  angles  with  Stephen  Street. 

While  you  were  so  seated  reading  the 
paper,  were  there  three  persons  in  that 
room  P — I^had  been  about  five  hours  in  the 
room  before  thi^ee  persons  came  in.  I 
was  reading  the  history  of  the  late  out- 
break in  France. 

Did  any  discussion  arise  in  your  pre- 
sence, while  you  were  reading,  about 
politics  in  Ireland? — ^Yes,  my  attention 
was  attracted  from  the  newspaper  to  three  . 
persons  who  canie  in  about  four  hours 
afterwards. 

What  persuasion  are  you? — I  am  a 
Protestant. 

Look  round,  and  tell  me  if  that  person 
behind  you  {pointing  to  the  witness  liobbyn) 
was  one  of  i£e  persons  P — That  gentleman 
was,  upon  my  oath. 

Tell  the  jury  shortly  what  passed  on  that 
occasion,  before  vou  took  any  part  in  the 
conversation ;  what  the  conversation  was 
that  passed  between  that  gentleman  and 
the  two  persons  you  saw  there  ? — Two  of 
the  gentlemen  had  been  advocating  a 
repeal  of  the  union ;  they  said  it  could  bo 
obtained  by  no  other  means  than  by  the 
steps  jpointed  out  by  the  late  Mr.  O'Oonnell, 
and  they  contended  that  it  was  all  to  no 
purpose  to  look  for  repeal  by  any  other 
means,  that  England  was  too  powerful  for 
them. 

Did  this  gentleman  say  anything?-— 
This  gentleman  then  said  to  them  that  he 
was  a  Protestant  and  an  Orangeman  from 
the  north,  and  that,  unless  oy  force  of 
arms,  the  independence  of  Ireland  never 
could  be  obtained.  He  also  made  the 
remark,  that  it  would  be  useless  to  depend 
on  foreign  nations,  unless  on  ourselves 
alone ;  and  that  unless  tbe  Irish  people 
exerted  themselves,  it  was  also  of  no  use 
to  depend  on  France  or  America. 
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Was  anything  said  aboat  John  Mitchel  f 
-^Yes,  he  said  the  time  had  come  now — 
the  time  had  now  arrived  when  a  repeal 
of  tho  union  woidd,  perhaps,  not  be  ob- 
tained, and  that  a  republican  government, 
on  the  principles  of  John  Mitchel,  was 
what  would  benefit  Ireland.  He  had  for- 
merly believed  the  repeal  of  the  union 
would  do  best  j  he  was  convinced  nothing 
less  would  do;  and  he  mentioned  the 
name  of  Mr.  Stmth  O'Brien,  and  said  his 
policy  was  too  tame. 

Did  they  then  appeal  to  you  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  controversy  P 
— Yes,  this  man  asked  me  what  my  opinion 
was. 

What  did  you  say  P — I  said  that,  in  my 
opinion,  agitation  was  the  bane  of  Ireland, 
and  that  I  attributed  my  present  suffer- 
ings altogether  to  it:  and  I  said  I  would 
also  admit  openly  that  the  repeal  agita- 
tion, and  a  repeal  of  the  union,  would  be 
the  curse  of  Ireland,  and  I,  for  one,  was 
against  it,  and  I  signed  the  repeal  peti- 
tion, as  a  student  of  IVinity  College. 

Against  it  P — Against  it. 

Did  Dohbyn  do  anything  on  thatP — 
Yes,  I  noticed  him  distorting  his  face  to 
me. 

To  you  P — I  could  not  say,  but  he  made 
some  distortions  of  his  face. 

Did  you  immediately  after  that  leave 
the  house  P — Yes,  the  party  walked  out  of 
the  house ;  the  two  men  went  before,  and 
I  was  going  home. 

Did  Mr.  BolHyyn  accost  you  as  you  were 
going  home ;  did  he  overtake  you  P — I  had 
ffone  about  nine  yards,  or  so,  from  him  at 
Die  time,  and  he  followed  me,  and  said  the 
men  wished  me  to  have  supper  with  them. 
I  said  it  was  too  late,  and  I  wanted  to  go 
home.    He  said  I  must  come. 

Did  you,  in  point  of  fact,  go  to  any  house 
with  him  P — Yes. 

MoouE,  J. :  Did  either  of  the  two  men 
go  into  the  house  also? — All  four  went 
into  the  second  house,  or  an  eating-house, 
in  Stephen  Street. 

Whiteside:  Was  any  proposition  made 
to  you  about  joining  any  club  by  Bohhyn  ? 
— 1  should  have  mentioned  that,  on  leav- 
ing it,  he  said  I  was  "  a  right  fellow." 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  him 
afterwards,  that  night,  about  any  club  P — 
He  then  said  the  two  men  who  had  gone 
before  were  damned  papists ;  that  I  should 
have  humoured  the  conversation  as  he  did. 

Did  he  afterwards,  that  night,  say  any- 
thing to  you  about  joining  a  club  P — Yes, 
he  did ;  he  asked  me  had  I  joined  a  club, 
and,  if  not,  why  I  should  not. 

Did  you  make  any  reply  P — I  told  him 
I  would  not  join  any  club ;  that  a  notice 
was  up  on  the  gates  of  the  college,  to  the 
effect,  that  any  student  would  be  expelled 
who  joined  a  club,  and  that  I  intended  to 


fo  in  for  a  scholarship  the  following  year, 
told  him  I  would  lose  all  collegiate  pros- 
pects ;  he  said  that  though  I  might  here,  I 
would  not  elsewhere ;  that  a  Government 
situation  would  be  better,  and,  as  I  was  fit 
for  it,  Government  could  appoint  me  to  tho 
head  of  a  colonial  college — some  colonial 
college. 

Whiteside  (to  Bohhpi) :  Mr.  Dobhyn, 
you  need  not  make  those  faces  which  have 
just  been  spoken  of  by  the  witness ;  take 
my  advice,  and  do  not. 

{To  the  Witness) :  Was  any  thing  said  by 
him  to  you  of  Titus  Oates  t — ^Yes ;  he  said 
that  the  times  were  similar  to  those  in 
England  at  that  time. 

Did  he  mention  the  words  P — ^Yes,  he 
mentioned  the  name  Titus  Oates. 

Did  you  separate  shortly  after  from  him 
that  night  ? — We  remained  till  one  o'clock 
in  the  place. 

After  that  you  separated  P — ^After  that 
I  could  not  say  we  separated ;  we  remained 
about  ten  minutes  together  opposite  the 

Elace,  while  the  picket  of  soMiers  passed 
y ;  he  alluded  to  them,  and  pelted  gravel 
at  them.  Wo  separated  after  that,  and  I 
went  home. 

Did  he  ask  you  your  address  P — He  fol- 
lowed me  a  second  time,  on  my  way  home, 
and  asked  me  for  my  address,  which  he 
took  down  by  lamplight  in  pencil.  He 
said  he  would  call  on  me  next  day,  which 
would  be  Sunday,  and  arrange  about  what 
club  I  should  jom. 

The  witness  here  asked  for  a  glass  of 
water,  as  he  had  been  travelling  allnight. 

How  long  was  it  before  you  saw  this 
man  again  P — About  three  or  four  weeks. 

Where  did  you  see  him  on  the  second 
occasion  P— It  occurred  at  the  corner  of 
Trinity  Street.  He  tapped  me  on  the 
shoulder,  and  asked  me  aid  I  not  know 
him.    I  said  I  did  not. 

What  did  he  reply  P — He  replied  that  he 
was  Bohbyn,  and  did  I  not  remember  tho 
discussion  in  the  tavern,  and  I  said  I  did. 

Did  he  ask  you  to  go  anywhere  with 
him  on  that  occasion  P — ^He  asked  me  to 
go  and  have  a  glass  of  punch  with  him. 

Now,  on  that  occasion  you  went  into  a 
place  with  him  P — I  did. 

In  point  of  fact,  did  he  or  you  pay  for 
whatever  refreshment  you  hadP — I  paid 
for  it. 

The  witness  asked  for  some  more 
water,  saying  he  was  subject  to  nervous 
palpitation  of  the  heart. 

Now,  on  that  occasion,  tell  me  what  he 
stated  to  you ;  did  he  say  any  thing  of 
this  matter  about  Mr.  O'Brten.  I  pre* 
sume  you  have  never  spoken  to  Mr. 
0*Brien  f— I  have  never  seen  him  in  my 
life. 

Nor  his  attorney  ? — ^Never. 

Now,  tell  us  what  passed  on  that  occa* 
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sion  p— Why,  ho  was  then  talking  of  the 
nature  of  divinity  qaestions,  and  those- 
things.  He  asked  me  if  Dens*  Theology 
was  read  in  college. 

What  did  you  say  P— Not  to  my  know, 
ledge. 

What  did  he  say  with  reference  to  the 
question  of  giving  information  P — He  said 
that,  by  it,  a  Roman  Catholic  was  qualified 
to  swear  and  get  absolution  from  the 
priest  for  any  information,  false  or 
true. 

Did  he  say  anything  as  to  what  that 
was? — He  said,  of  course  the  only  way 
to  counteract  it  was  to  swear  counter 
against  it. 

Did  he  say  anything  about  one  man  only 
giving  information  P — He  said  if  I  joined 
a  distinct  club  from  him,  and  both  our 
statements  of  information  agreed,  credit 
would  be  attached  to  it,  and  &e  more  the 
better.  And  he  likewise  said  this  could 
be  well  managed  by  my  drawing  out  what 
I  called  propositions  for  my  club. 

Resolutions  P  —  Yes,  resolutions,  and 
getting  signatures  to  them,  and  commu- 
nicating with  him,  and  that  he  would 
communicate  this  to  the  detectives. 

Now,  when  he  made  that  proposition  to 
you,  what  did  you  doP— I  called  him  a 
rascal  and  a  blackguard. 

What  did  he  say  then  in  reply  to  that  P 
— 1  told  him  to  leave  the  place. 

And  did  he  change  his  manner  or  tone, 
and  say  anything? — He  went  out,  and 
came  in  again,  and  smiled,  and  said  he 
was  surprised  that  a  man  of  my  learning 
could  not  perceive  that  he  was  humbug- 
ging. 

Now,  did  he  add  anything  to  that ;  did 
he  say  anything  about  your  education  or 
capacity  for  drawing  up  resolutions  P — 
He  thought  I  was  a  very  useful  person ; 
and  he  said  that  such  persons  were  wanted 
and  were  encouraged. 

Did  he  say  anything  about  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland  P—Tes;  he  said  that  it 
was  a  plan  of  his,  in  order  to  take 
true  men  into  the  club,  to  sound  them, 
for  there  were  spies  going  in  all  directions. 
He  then  said  the  landlord^  were  the  bane 
oi  Ireland ;  they  were  t)* rants ;  and  that 
if  every  man  was  like  him  everything 
would  be  right  in  Ireland. 

Did  you  ever  see  him,  in  point  of  fact, 
after  that  P — ^I  did  not  till  now. 

When  did  vou  read  his  evidence  in  the 
paper ;  on  what  day  P— Thursday. 

I  believe  you  then  drew  up  a  letter  P — I 
should  have  stated  that  some  of  these  facts 
I  mentioned  to  two  or  three  persons  at 
the  time  they  occurred ;  and  on  reading 
the  paper,  they  said,  **0h!  do  you  re- 
meniber  what  you  told  us  about  Doobyn  ?  " 

And  you  have  been  brought  down  just 
M  you  were  yesterday  P— Yes. 


Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney- 
Oeneral. 

What  address  did  you  give  Dobhyn  f — * 
27,  Bishop  Street. 

Who  owns  the  house  p — A  man  of  tho 
name  of  APDermot. 

What  business  does  he  follow? — He 
appears  to  have  made  some  money,  and 
he  is  also  in  the  dealing  line.  He  sells 
provisions. 

He  is  a  huckster,  I  suppose? — ^Yes,you 
may  call  him  so. 

Sells  provisions,  flour,  bacon,  and  things 
of  that  sort  P— Exactly. 

How  long  have  yon  lived  there? — Off 
and  on  for  about*  three  years. 

Where  have  you  resided  the  remainder 
of  those  three  years  off  and  on? — Some« 
times  I  have  been  engaged  in  tuition,  and 
sometimes  removed  my  lodgings. 

How  long  are  you  now  lodging,  or  living, 
at  M*Dermof8  house? — At  the  present 
time  I  am  there  from  since  about  April 
last. 

And  where  did  you  lodge  immediately 
before  that  P — I  had  been  a  while  in  Eng- 
land. 

Where  in  England  were  you? — In 
Liverpool. 

How  long  did  you  remain  in  England  on 
that  occasion  P — I  think  I  was  three  or  four 
months. 

How  were  you  supporting  yourself  in 
Liverpool  P—I  had  a  little  money. 

How  much  ? — Two  or  three  pounds. 

And  that  supported  you  for  three  or 
four  months  P — No,  not  altogether  that. 

Did  you  earn  anything  while  you  weri^ 
in  Liverpool  P — I  did. 

How  much  ? — Three  or  four  pounds. 

By  what  trade  or  profession  P — By  •  a 
school. 

Did  you  set  up  a  school  P — I  did,  a  night 
school. 

May  I  ask  where  you  set  up  this  night 
school  P — It  was  in  Stanhope  Street. 

The  house  was  all  your  own  P — No,  it 
was  not. 

How  long  did  yon  keep  the  school? 
— ^About  a  month  altogether. 

What  other  house  did  you  set  up  this 
school  in? — They  used  to  come  to  my 
place,  and  I  to  them  sometimes. 

In  whose  house  ? — I  think  it  was  occu- 
pied by  Mrs.  Wright, 

Whart  street  P — Peaover  Street. 

When  was  it  you  returned  from  Liver- 
pool?— Somewhere  in  April. 

Since  your  return  in  the  month  of  April 
you  have  constemtly  lived  in  M'BermoVe 
house  ? — Yes,  I  might  say  I  have. 

What  do  you  pay  WDermot  for  your 
lodgings  P — Three  shillings  and  sixpence 
a  week. 

Do  you  teach  a  school  there  P — No. 
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How  do  YOU  support  yonrself  at  present  P 
— By  pupils. 

Do  they  come  to  youP — 'No,  they  are 
rather  too  humble  for  that ;  I  go  to  them. 
I  think  there  is  no  discredit  on  me;  I 
just  hold  as  high  an  opinion  of  myself  as 
my  examiner. 

And  a  great  deal  higher,  I  am  sure  P — 
Not  higher. 

This  meeting  took  place  or  occurred  in 
O'NeiWs  tavern  P — I  think  that  is  the  name. 

Could  you  tell  us  what  month  that  was  P 
— I  think,  June — somewhere  about  the 
middle. 

A  good  deal  of  the  conyersation  was 
about  the  conviction  of  Mitchel  ? — No,  a 
good  deal  of  it  was  not. 

Do  you  recollect  when  he  was  tried  and 
convicted  P — I  cannot  ^ive  you  the  date 
exactly;  I  do  not  register  the  dates  of 
modem  events. 

Tou  register  dates  of  ancient  history,  I 
suppose  ? — Yes,  of  antiquity. 

And  you  stated  you  had  been  there  three 
or  four  hours  ?— I  had,  previously  to  the 
party's  arrival. 

Five  or  six  houra  previously  to  the 
party's  arrival  P — I  cannot  give  you  the 
exact  hour  I  went  in  there. 

What  hour  did  you  go  in  P-  Somewhere 
about  three  o'clock. 

And  this  occurred  about  seven  or  eight  P 
— Three  or  four  I  went  in  5  this  occurred 
a  little  later. 

What  hour  did  these  other  persons  come 
in  P — Somewhere  about  eight  o'clock. 

And  you  remained  in  the  house  from 
three  to  eight  P — I  had  been  there  from 
three  to  eleven. 

And  you  were  reading  in  the  newspaper 
a  history  of  the  EVench  revolution  P — Not 
that  particularly ;  I  read  every  word  in 
the  newspaper. 

What  was  it  that  occupied  you  for  the 
four  or  five  hours  P — I  think  it  was  mostly 
about  the  French, 

When  did  the  French  revolution  take 
place  P — Now,  I  beg  your  pardon,  the 
French  revolution  is  not  the  circumstance 
altogether.  It  is  that  late  attack  that  was 
made  after  the  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment was  established,  when  Lamaxiine 
was  put  out. 

I  bad  never  seen  Dohbyn  before.  One 
of  the  other  men  was  called  Kavanagh, 
The  third  man  told  me  Kavanagh  would 
call  on  me ;  he  said  he  thought  it  was 
about  joining  some  club.  I  gave  him  my 
address.  He  took  it  down  in  a  house  in 
Stephen  Street. 

Was  this  before  ^ou  all  went  to  the 
supper  room  P — No,  it  was  afterwards. 

After  you  had  come  out  from  supper  P — 
From  supper. 

The  whole  four  of  you  supped  together  P 
— We  took  something  together. 


What  did  you  takeP — We  took  some 
meat — a  little  meat  and  bread. 

What  hour  of  the  night  was  it  that  you 
had  supper  of  meat  and  bread  P — Between 
eleven  and  one  o'clock. 

And  you  had  never  seen  anyone  of  these 
three  people  before  P — ^No,  I  had  not. 

And  which  of  you  paid  for  the  supper  P 
—  I  did  not  pay ;  I  cannot  tell. 

And  you  all  left  the  house  together  P — 
Why  we  walked  out  of  the  house,  and 
stopped  a  little  time  about  the  door  there ; 
and  the  man  of  it  was  very  friendly  going 
out.  I  remained  in  while  the  other  three 
were  settling  the  affair. 

I  see,  I  see.  The  other  three  were 
settling  the  bill  between  themP — Yes; 
they  were  paying  it. 

And  the  other  three  wanted  you,  in 
fact,  to  join  in  a  club ;  is  not  that  so  P — 
Yes  ;  they  were  talking  of  it 

Now,  you  never  saw  that  third  man 
since  P — ^The  third  man,  whose  name  I  did 
not  know  P 

Yes  P — ^I  met  him  once. 

Where  p — ^Near  Ship  Street  barracks. 

What  did  you  say  to  him  P — 1  said  to 
him,  I  was  very  glad  that  I  had  no  hand 
in  any  club. 

When  was  that  P — ^Three  or  four  weeks 
after  this ;  late  in  July. 

And  you  congratulated  yourself  on  not 
having  anything  to  do  with  the  clubs  P— 
Yes ;  I  told  him  it  was  a  very  fortunate 
circumstance. 

What  did  he  say  to  you  about  it  P  —He 
said  it  was;  he  had  not  joined  them 
either. 

Did  you  ever  meet  Kavanagh  since  P — 
At  the  comer  of  Bishop  Street. 

Where  does  Kavanagh  live  P— I  cannot 
tell  you. 

Nor  ever  asked  P — I  never  asked  the  man. 

Did  you  know  Dohbyn*8  name  on  that 
occasion  P— On  what  occasion  P 

On  the  occasion  when  you  met  him  at 
the  tavern  P — He  told  me  his  name  after- 
wards. 

When  P — Going  home  the  second  time, 
at  one  o'clock ;  he  said  he  was  a  law  clerk. 

Dobbvn  did  not  teQ  you  where  he  lived  P 
^He  did  not ;  he  told  lue  he  was  a  law 
clerk,  and  Dothyn  was  his  name. 

You  told  him  your  name  P — ^Yes ;  I  did. 

And  you  told  him  where  you  lived  P — 
Yes. 

And  lie  called  on  you  P — He  appointed 
to  call  on  me,  but  he  did  not  do  so;  he 
met  me  in  Trinity  Street. 

He  met  you  in  Trini^  Street  P — He  did 
not  meet  me  either;  I  was  standing  in 
Trinity  Street,  and  he  tapped  me  on  the 
shoulder. 

What  did  he  say  on  the  second  occasion  P 
— Why,  he  askea  me  to  take  a  glass  of 
punch. 
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That  yon  have  no  objection  to,  I  sup- 
pose P — l^ell,  I  have  not;  I  am  not 
attached  to  it. 

Did  yon  take  a  glass  P — J  did. 

What  did  he  say  to  you  thenP — He 
asked  me  what  system  of  divinity  was 
pursued  in  college. 

And  he  asked  you  whether  th^  taught 
Dens*  Theology  in  college? — Whether  it 
was  read. 

You  told  him  you  objected  to  that 
altogether  P — Objected  to  what  P 

To  these  clubs.  On  the  first  occasion 
that  you  saw  him,  you  told  him  that  you 
objected  to  these  clubs  altogether  P — ^Yes. 

Did  not  you  P — I  spoke  a^inst  the  clubs 
— against  the  repeal  aeitation,  I  told  you. 

May  1  ask  you,  did  you  graduate  in 
college  P — No ;  I  did  not  take  my  degree. 

When  did  you  enter  P — I  entered  as  a 
pensioner  in  1846. 

Tou  have  since  regularly  attended,  I 
suppose  P — I  have  not  since  regularly  at- 
tenaed ;  1  took  my  name  off  the  books. 

When  did  you  take  your  name  off  the 
books  P — Well,  1  cannot  say  that  I  took 
my  name  off,  but  my  name  was  struck  off. 

When  was  it  struck  off  P — 1  cannot  say 
— some  time  after  May. 

After  last  May..  Do  you  mean  the  May 
of  the  present  year ;  since  you  came  from 
Liverpool  P— Yes ;  it  might  be. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  P — 1  cannot  tell.  I 
had  not  paid  the  71,  10s,,  and  1  do  not 
know  when  my  name  was  struck  off.  1 
did  not  call  on  my  tutor  about  it. 

Whiieside:  It  was  for  non-payment  of 
your  fees  P — Yes. 

AUom&y-Oeneriil :  While  Ddbhyn  was 
under  examination,  1  believe  yon  came  in 
here  to  look  at  him,  to  be  sure  you  knew 
him  P — 'No  ;  I  did  not. 

Were  you  standing  there  P — Yes. 

And  you  came  in  to  look  at  him  P — No  ; 
1  did  not. 

What  brought  yotk  into  Court  during 
Dobbyn's  examination  p — I  was  told  I  was 
wanting. 

And  you  were  placed  opposite  Ddbhyn, 
and  then  brought  out  again  P — That  is  the 
fact,  that  1  was  brought  out  again,  de- 
cidedly ;  but  I  did  not  come  in  to  see 
Ddbbyn,  or  any  other  person. 

What  else  on  earth  brought  you  in  P — 
Borne  gentleman  brought  me  in,  and  said 
1  was  required. 

And  who  told  you  the  very  moment 
you  saw  Dobbyn  to  be  off  again  P — I  can- 
not say. 

Who  brought  you  outP — I  cannot  say 
who  brought  me  out. 

Or  who  Drought  you  in  P — Some  persons 
brought  me  in,  and  said  I  was  wanting. 

Did  they  say  you  were  going  to  be  exa- 
mined P — Yes,  that  was  what  I  under- 
stood. 


And  you  found  that  was  all  a  mis- 
take P — ^It  did  not  strike  me.  I  walked 
in,  and  when  I  found  I  was  not  called  on, 
I  walked  out  again. 

Do  you  now  believe  you  were  broujzht  in 
for  the  purpose  of  being  examined  r— On 
my  oath,  I  do. 

And  not  to  show  you  the  man  you  were 
to  identify  P — Yes,  I  swear  that  on  my 
oath. 

Mr,  Potter  (solicitor  for  the  prisoner) :  1 
brought  him,  and  my  counsel  desired  me 
to  take  him  out. 

AUomey-Goneral :  Do  you  know  this 
gentleman  (jpointing  to  Dobbyn)  ? — Yes. 

(To  Dobbyn) :  Do  you  know  this  gentle- 
man P — On  my  oath,  I  never  saw  him. 

A  Juror :  There  is  ono  question  I  wish 
to  ask  him. 

DoHEBTT,  O.J. :  I  have  not  heard  how  he 
came  to  know  of  this  trial. 

Whiteside:  I  asked  that  question.  Ho 
came  down  last  night  by  the  special  train. 
He  had  never  spoken  to  the  attorney  or 
to  Mr.  O'Brien. 

A  Juror  (to  the  Witness) :  Did  you  give 
evidence  of  your  own  accord  before^my- 
body,  before  you  came  down  here  P — Yes, 

To  whom  P — I  mentioned  to  some  per- 
son, that  I  was  almost  convinced  this  was 
the  person  who  appeared  to  me,  and  that 
1  thought  it  rignt  to  publish  an  account 
of  it  in  the  newspapers.  And  1  will  swear 
on  my  oalh  1  never  expected  to  be  brought 
here. 

Whiteside:  Is  this  the  letter  you  sent 
on  purpose  P — Yes. 

It  was  by  tending  to  the  editor  of  a  news- 
paper. Is  that  a  true  narrative  P — Yes,  I 
sent  that  to  a  newspaper  to  be  published. 

A  Jwror :  When  was  it  sent  P 

Lynch :  He  sent  it  last  night. 

A  Juror:  What  date  is  the  letter P— I 
did  not  date  it. 

When  did  you  write  it  P — I  wrote  it  on 
Friday  morning.  I  read  the  circumstance 
only  on  Thursday,  of  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Dobbvn.  It  struck  me  he  was  the  per- 
son, he  being  a  law  clerk ;  and  there  were 
other  circumstances  he  had  mentioned  to 
me  regarding  himself,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared to  me  that  it  might  have  been  the 
same  persoH ;  and  I  suggested  this  to  some 
persons  to  whom  I  had  told  this  at  my 
first  acquaintance  ;  to  whom  I  mentioned 
that  those  persons  were  to  call  on  me  to 
join  a  club  at  my  first  acquaintance,  and 
they  said  I  ought  to  publish  it  in  a  news- 
paper. Some  persons  advised  me  to  it, 
and  other  persons  dissuaded  me  from  it, 
and  ultimately  I  wrote  a  copy  out  and 
sent  it  to  the  paper. 

Atto^-ney- General :  Wliat  paper  P — The 
Freeman's  Journal, 

Has  it  been  printed  or  published  P — No, 
not   yet.     On    going   to   The  Freeman's 
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Joti/mal  office,  and  reading^  the  narrative, 
they  forced  me,  in  fact,  down  here ;  and  I 
swear  poBitively,  on  my  oath,  1  had  never 
the  most  remote  idea  that  I  wonld  be  here 
this  day,  this  time  yesterday. 

A  Juror :  Was  it  yesterday  you  wrote 
that,  or  yesterday  week  P — On  Friday,  at 
the  hour  of  about  nine  o'clock.  I  read 
the  circumstance  on  Thursday,  and  I 
mentioned  it,  and  I  came  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  sending  the  account  either  to 
Bauiiders  or  the  Freeman,  And,  when  I  had 
written  it,  I  went  to  Doctor  Oray*8  office, 
and  they  came  to  the  resolution  that  I 
should  come  down,  which  I  did  reluc- 
tantly. 

Whiteside:  They  brought  you  straight 
to  the  railway  P — ^Yes,  and  further,  I  con- 
sider myself  at  a  serious  loss  by  coming 
down.  (To  the  jury) :  Is  there  any  other 
question  you  wish  to  ask,  sentleuien  ? 

A  Juror :  Was  it  true  that  you  wished 
to  have  it  published  P — Yes,  it  was  my 
wish  to  send  it  to  the  paper. 

Whiteside :  Is  it  all  in  your  own  hand- 
writing?—Yes,  it  is. 

Did  you  describe  Bobby n*s  person  be- 
fore you  were  brought  here  P  did  you  de- 
scribe it  to  the  person  who  brought  vou 
here  P — On  my  oath,  I  did.  I  wished  to 
give  the  information. 

A  Juror  (to  Dobhyn) :  Mr.  Dobhyn,  I 
wish  to  ask  j'ou  a  question.  You  said 
that  Mr.  0*Br%en  did  not  know  you — never 
spoke  to  you  P — Never  spoke  to  me. 

Now,  you  were  a  member  of  the  Oouncil 
of  Twenty-one  P  —Yes. 

Was  he  eaually  unacquainted  with  all  the 
other  roemoers  of  the  Council? — No,  he 
was  not.  I  beg  your  pardon,  I  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Oouncil  of  Twenty -one.  I 
say  I  came  to  the  meeting  as  a  represen- 
tative of  a  club. 

You  said  distinctly  you  were  a  member 
of  the  Council.  I  ask  you  whether  or  not 
you  were  a  member  of  the  Council  P — I 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Council.  I  went 
to  the  meeting  as  the  representative  of  a 
club.  ■ 

A  representative  of  what  P — ^The  repre- 
sentative of  a  club  which  met  at  the 
Council ;  which  formed  the  Council. 

Blackburke,  L.C.J. :  The  interruption 
that  has  taken  place  requires  me  to  ob- 
serve upon  the  position  in  which  this 
question  of  DohhyrCs  credit  is  now  placed. 
At  the  instance  of  the  prisoner's  counsel 
permission,  by  consent  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  was  given  by  the  Court 

Prisoner :  I  beg  to  make  my  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  Attorney*  General  for 
the  concession. 

Blackbueke,  L.O.J.  : — to  call  Henry 
Dalton,  for  the  purpose  of  contradicting 
Dobhyn ;  and  DaUon  has  given  you  a  de- 
tail of  transactions,  representing  himself 


to  have  met  Dobbyn  on  a  particular  occa- 
sion ;  to  h^ve  continued  in  his  company 
for  some  hours ;  to  have  met  him  after, 
wards ;  and  to  have  had  various  communi- 
cations with  him  on  the  different  topics 
which  you  have  heard  stated.  Dobbyn  is 
produced,  and  confronted  with  him ;  and 
if  what  Bdbbyn  says  be  true,  the  whole  of 
that  statement  of  DaUon's  is  a  pure  and 
absolute  fabrication.  Now,  which  of  these 
witnesses  speaks  the  truth  it  is  for  yon, 
and  you  exclusively,  to  decide.  If  you 
think  DaUon  tells  the  truth,  I  would  ad- 
vise you  not  to  pay  the  slightest  regard  to 
the  evidence  that  was  given  by  Dobbyn ;  to 
deal  with  the  case  as  if  you  never  heard  a 
word  from  his  lips.  But  beyond  that,  the 
rejection  of  his  evidence  ought  not  to 
operate  with  you.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  believe  Dobbyn  to  have  been 
now  telling  the  truth  on  the  subject,  upon 
which  he  is  contradicted  by  Dalton,  I 
would  still  advise  you  not  to  allow  the 
result  of  that  contradiction  to  influence 
your  judgments  upon  the  question,  whe- 
ther, if  you  had  never  heard  Balton,  he  is 
entitled  to  credit.  Deal  with  that  ques- 
tion precisely  as  if  DaUon  had  not  oeen 
examined,  and  try  that  independently  of 
any  contntdiction. 

[The  learned  judge  proceeded  to  read 
0*8uUivan's  evidencel — 

He  says  the  bells  of  the  chapel  and 
church  were  rung  both  on  the  25th  and 
27th;  and  there  were  fires  lighted  at 
Slievenamon  and  other  places— ten  or 
twenty  in  number.  It  is  perfectly  obvious 
from  that  statement,  that  not  only  were 
the  people  armed,  but  that  they  were  pre- 
pared to  assemble  by  signals — ringing  of 
the  bells  and  the  lighting  of  the  fires — 
whenever  these  same  signals  were  under- 
stood by  them. 

[The  learned  judge  read  and  com- 
mented on  the  evidence  of  Williams, 
Wiggins,  Egan,  Norton,  8pa/rrow,  Burke, 
Matthew  Parsons,  and  Captain  Lonomore, 
As  to  the  barricade  at  Killenaule,  he 
observed! — 

Even  that  act,  if  the  sole  object  was 
that  of  preventing  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien,  would  not  be  an  act  of  such  a 
character  and  qualitjr  as  would  amount  to 
high  treason.  But  if  the  persons  erect- 
ing the  barricade  were  part  of  that  force 
assembled  and  congregated  for  a  general 
purpose,  though  acting  on  that  particular 
occasion  for  a  particular  one,  the  act 
would  still  retain  ttie  quality -and  charac- 
ter of  a  treasonable  act. 

[The  learned  judge  read  Pimhtfs,  Pern- 
herthy*s,  and  Lamphier^s  evidence  as  to 
Friday  evening]— 

Mr.  O'Brien  said  there  was  a  warrant 
out  against  him,  and  a  reward  of  5002.  for 
his  arrest ;  and  if  they  would  protect  him 
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and  arm,  Ireland  would  be  free  in  a  fort- 
night.   Some  of  them  said  they  had  no 
arms;  and  he  said  that  stones  wonld  be 
very  good  weapons  for  those  who  had  no 
other  arms.    Mr.  Meagher  told  them  to 
arm  and  protect  Mr.  0*Brien,  and  they 
wonld  have  Ireland  free  in  a  fortnight. 
He  told  them  to  drive  the  Saxon  from  the 
soiL    Mr.  Dillon  said,  if  they  armed  to 
protect    Mr.   OBrien,  they  would    have 
Ireland  free  in  six  months.    On  Saturday 
morning  Mr.  O'Brien  came  to  the  colliery, 
and  asked  for  a  cart  and  boxes  to  make  a 
barricade.     Witnees  refused,  and  he  s&id 
he  would  take  them  by  force.    He  ordered 
a  man  to  wheel  away  the  cart,  the  man 
refused ;  he  then  began  to  wheel  it  away 
himself,  but  only  moved  it  a  few  yards. 
In  cross-examination  he  says  that  no  pro- 
perty was  injured ;  that  the  miners  were 
anxious  to  protect  Mr.  O^Brien;  and  he 
then  had  actually  fifty  pounda  of  powder 
in  the  stores,  and  no  attempt  was  made 
to  take  it,  or  injure  any  property.    And 
unquestioDably,    whatever   may   be    the 
value   of  the  fact,  as  directly  affecting 
the  charge  you    are  now   trying,  so  far 
as  regarded  the  preservation  of  property, 
not  a  single  act  of  injury  appears  to  have 
been  committed  in  the  whole  of  those  pro- 
ceedings. 

Ovjen  OuUen  saw  Mr.  O'Brien  on  Friday 
evening.  Mr.  O'Brien  stood  on  an  old 
ditch,  aud  asked  if  there  was  sufficient 
force  to  keep  him  from  one  or  two  hun- 
dred men.  He  said  in  the  course  of  his 
address,  he  expected  this  would  tea  free 
country. 

Mr.  O'Brien  afterwards  sent  for  him 
and  gave  him  a  letter  for  the  Mining 
Company.  He  says  that  no  threats  of 
violence  were  used,  and  that  Mr.  O'Brien 
appeared  to  him  to  be  afraid  of  arrest. 

Now,  gentlemen,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  this  document  which,  whatever  its 
construction,  must  be  taken  as  a  trne 
index  of  the  actual  intention  of  the  party, 
is  a  most  important  document.  This  is 
dated  the  29th  of  July— 

"Mr.  William  Smith  O'Brien  presents  his 
compltmentt  to  the  Directors  of  the  Mining 
Company,  and,  feeling  it  incumbent  upon  him 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  inhabitants 
of  the  collieries  from  suflfering  inconvenience,  in 
consequence  of  the  noble  and  courageous  pro- 
tection afforded  by  them  to  him,  takes  the  liberty 
of  offering  the  following  suggestions :  He  re- 
commends that  for  the  present  the  whole  of  the 
proceeds  arising  weekly  from  the  sale  of  coal 
aud  culm  be  applied  in  payment  of  men  em- 
ployed by  contract  in  raising  coal  and  culm. 

**He  recommends  that  a  brisk  demand  be 
encouraged  by  lowering  the  price  of  coal  and 
culm  to  the  public. 

''In  case  he  should  find  that  the  Mining 
Company  endeavours  to  distress  the  people  by 
withholding  wages  and  other  means,  Mr.  O'Brien 


will  instruct  the  colliers  to  occupy  and  work  the 
mines  on  their  own  account ;  and  in  case  the 
Irish  revolution  should  succeed,  the  property  of 
the  Mining  Company  will  be  confiscated  as 
national  property. 

"On  the  contrary,  if  the  Mining  Company 
observes  a  strict  and  honourable  neutrality, 
doing  their  utmost  to  give  support  to  the  popu- 
lation of  this  district  during  their  present  time 
of  difficulty  and  trial,  that  then  their  property 
shall  "be  protected  to  the  utmost  extent  of  Mr. 
O'Brien's  power." 

I  shall  do  no  more  than  read  that  letter 
to  you.  If  it  admitted  any  construction 
but  one,  it  would  be  my  duty  to  suggest 
it,  and  leave  that  construction  for  your 
consideration.  But  you  are  just  as  com- 
petent to  judge  of  the  actual  meaning  of 
that  document  as  I  am;  and,  recollect,  it 
is  not  only  that  you  are  as  competent,  but 
you  are  exclusively  the  judge  of  the  con- 
straction  which  that  paper  warrants. 

Now  we  proceed  to  a  part  of  the  trans- 
action as  to  which  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
evidence,  I  mean  the  attack  upon  the 
house  at  Farinrory.  I  would  have  you, 
in  considering  that  evidence,  not  em- 
barrass yoursenres  with  attention  to  minute 
and  particular  details,  because  it  is  not 
upon  the  minute  particulars  of  that  trans- 
action, or  by  them,  that  its  real  character 
is  to  be  pronounced.  The  question  is, 
whether  there  was  on  that  occasion  and 
previous  to  it,  an  actual  array  of  force 
against  the  constabulary,  which  is  one 
branch  of  her  Majesty's  force;  and  this 
irrespective  of  whether  shots  were  fired  by 
command  or  without;  and  whether  Mr. 
O'Brien  gave  the  command,  or  any  other 
person  gave  it.  It  is  a  fact  of  importance, 
that  an  armed  body  arrayed  in  great  mul- 
titudes made  an  onslaught  on  the  forces 
of  the  Queen,  compelled  them  to  take  re- 
fage  in  that  house ;  and  there  compelled 
them,  in  their  own  defence,  and  in  defence 
of  the  property  of  the  Queen,  to  fire  those 
shots  by  which  unhappily  human  life  was 
sacrificed. 

[The  learned  judge  read  the  evidence  of 
Inspector  Tra/nti — 

I  repeat  again  that  if  you  believe  that 
that  tumultuous  force,  armed  in  the 
way  described,  seeing  the  police,  at- 
tempted to  obstruct  and  pursued  them 
to  to  is  house,  and  there  assailed  them, 
it  does  not  signify,  with  regard  to  the 
present  case,  whether  the  police  were 
wounded,  whether  the  shots  entered  the 
house,  how  manv  shots  were  fired,  or 
what  the  particulars  or  details  of  the 
transaction  were.  It  is  from  its  nature 
a  transaction  of  a  kind  which  can 
scarcely  be  ever  described  by  two  wit- 
nesses exactly  in  the  same  terms.  In  the 
confusion,  and  hurry,  and  all  the  attend- 
ing circumstances  of  such  a  matter,  it  is 
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impossible  that  men  can  accurately  ob- 
serve, or  accurately  recollect  afterwards 
all  the  particalars.  But  the  main  ques- 
tion is  this,  do  you  believe  that  there  was 
that  armed  assembly  there  that  day  P  Do 
you  believe  that  they  were  armed  for  the 

Ear  pose  of  obstructing  the  march  of  that 
ody  of  police?  If  they  were  not,  why 
did  they  pursue  them  into  the  house  ?  If 
they  were  not,  why  did  they  assault  or 
fire  at  them  P  If  you  believe  these  facts, 
it  is  cfuite  plain  tnat  the  overt  acts,  this 
being  one  of  them,  are  distinctly  proved, 
and  proved  over  and  over  again  by  a 
variety  of  witnesses. 

There  is,  however,  another  very  im- 
portant fact  remaining  behind,  which 
IS,  I  think,  told  by  Oomelms  Mahony. 
He  was  one  of  Mr.  Trant*8  party  in  the 
parlour  on  the  left.  He  says  Mr.  0*Brien 
came  to  the  window  and  stood  on  the 
window-stool,  said  he  was  an  Irishman 
and  a  soldier,  and  if  they  gave  up  their 
arms,  he  would  protect  their  lives,  and 
that  he  would  give  them  five  minutes 
to  consider.  They  said  they  would  not 
give  up  their  arms.  This  is  a  material 
and  important  part  of  the  case.  Was  that 
demand,  in  point  of  fact,  of  the  arms  of 
her  Majesty's  servants,  her  Majesty's 
property,  made  at  that  period  P  If  it 
was,  I  must  say  I  can  scarcely  conceive,  no 
matter  what  the  intent  was,  an  act  of  a 
more  decided  and  unequivocal  character 
than  disarming  the  Queen's  troops,  and 
calling  on  them  to  put  themselves  under 
protection.  What  protection,  gentlemen  P 
What  protection  could  they  put  themselves 
under  P  How  was  the  power  to  protect 
them  to  be  created,  procured,  and  exer- 
cised P 

Moran  and  Bdbinson  give  a  similar 
account,  but  say  that  Mr.  O'Brien  ex- 
claimed, *'  Slash  away,  boys,  and  slaugh- 
ter them  all,**  or  "  the  whole  of  them." 

Ford  says  that  the  words  he  heard  were 
*•  Slash  away,  boys ;  we  shall  soon  have 
the  whole  of  them." 

Ford  also  says  that  a  person  stood  with 
Mr.  0*Brien  all  the  time  on  the  window- 
stool. 

Now,  I  am  bound  to  say — if  it  is  of  im- 
portance, but  it  really  is  not,  to  decide 
what  the  words  were— I  believe  myself 
some  of  the  parties  made  a  mistake  there ; 
they  were  not  uttered  by  the  prisoner,  but 
by  somebody  else.  However,  it  matters 
not  by  whom  they  were  uttered.  There 
was  one  party  engaged  in  one  common 
illegal  act,  and  the  acts  of  that  i)arty  are 
the  acts  of  all,  and  the  command  given 
by  one  of  that  party,  is  as  much  the 
act  of  all  the  others  as  if  pronounced  by 
their  own  tongues.  And  more  than  that, 
it  is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the  word 
of  command  was  given  or  not ;  it  is  wholly 


I  immaterial  to  consider  whether  the  peo- 
ple fired  by  command  or  without  com- 
I  maud ;  they  were  there  with  arms,  assem- 
!  bled  for  an  illegal  purpose,  and  every 
I  person  there  is  responsible  for  the  acts  of 
I  those  who  fired,  whether  by  command  or 
without. 

I  cannot  pass  from  that  affair  of  Parin- 
rory  without  calling  your  attention  again 
to  the  question,  was  all  that  done  by  way 
of  personal  defence  alone  P  Now,  gentle- 
men, the  next  witness  is,  perhaps,  about 
as  important  as  any  in  the  case,  and  his 
name  is  John  Cairoll,  He  saw  Mr.  Trant 
and  delivered  him  a  letter,  and  was 
returning  on  his  horse  to  Kilkenny,  when 
he  came  up  with  a  crowd  consisting  of 
three  or  four  hundred  people  standing  on 
the  road.  He  saw  Mr.  0  Brien  in  the 
crowd,  moving  up  and  down  in  all  direc- 
tions. He  asked  them  if  they  would  like 
him  to  give  himself  up  to  be  hanged.  He 
did  not  like  to  be  in  his  present  position. 
The  witness  heard  him  on  another  occasion 
say,  he  could  take  the  place  where  Mr. 
Trant  was  in  an  hour.  When  he  asked 
if  he  should  give  himself  up,  they  said 
nut.  The  witness  saw  cars  coming  with 
the  police.  He  heard  the  people  say 
they  would  attack  them.  This  was 
about  half-past  five,  and  before  he 
escaped.  When  the  cars  appeared  they 
let  him  go  to  join  Trant y  or  so  home. 
He  got  his  horse  afterwards  from  Mr. 
O'Brien,  About  a  mile  and  a  half  he  met 
Mr.  O'Brien  riding  his  horse.  When  Mr. 
O'Brien  met  with  him,  he  pulled  out  a 
pistol,  and  he  said,  '*  Your  life  or  mine; 
are  you  going  to  arrest  me  P  "  The  witness 
said  not,  that  he  had  no  arms,  and  he 
might  shoot  him  if  he  liked  ;  but  he  said 
it  would  be  beneath  him  to  do  so,  or  to 
fire  on  an  unprotected  man.  He  desired 
him  to  come  back  with  him,  and  witness 
did  so  accordingly,  going  towards  the 
place  where  he  had  left  the  people.  Mr. 
O'Brien  had  a  stick  in  his  nand  and  a 

Eistol  in  his  bosom.  Witness  said  it  would 
e  impossible  for  him  to  carry  out  what 
he  had  undertaken,  particularly  as  the 
Boman  Catholic  clergy  were  against  him, 
as  he  had  seen  that  day.  That  the  troops 
would  be  brought  against  him,  with  whom 
it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  con- 
tend ;  to  which  Mr.  0*Brien  replied,  that 
he  had  for  twenty  years  worked  for  his 
country,  and  it  could  redeem  itself  if  it 
liked.  The  witness  said  the  country 
could  not  be  redeemed  without  blood; 
and  he  replied,  and  said,  he  wanted  no 
blood.  He  then  dismounted  and  walked 
towards  the  Commons,  which  were  half  a 
mile  off. 

Gentlemen,  I  need  not  tell  you  that, 
upon  the  question  whether  the  object  of 
these  acts  was  a  general  or  a  particular 
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one,  this  evidence  is  all  material.  I  re- 
Inotantlr  advert  to  titie  distinction  so  often 
repeated.  It  is  only  ftrom  the  paramoant 
necessity  of  keeping  it  constantly  before 
the  view  of  your  intellect  that  I  re- 
peat it. 

The  next  witness  is  Mr.  Joseph  Cox,  who 
is  sub* inspector.  He  left  Cashel  on  the 
29th  of  July,  with  a  force  of  twenty-two 
men,  and  marched  to  the  Commons.  He 
knows  the  Widow  M'Ooi'mach's  house, 
and,  when  within  half  a  mile  of  it,  he  saw 
a  large  number  of  persons  formed  in  line 
to  the  left  of  the  n^.  Now  I  am  bound 
to  tell  you  on  the  evidence,  this  was 
plainly  a  part  of  the  same  body ;  whether 
Mr.  0*Brien  was  present  or  not  is  im- 
material ;  it  does  not  appear  he  was 
present ;  but  it  is  part  of  that  force  of 
which  he  was  one,  and  of  which  he  plainly 
assumed  the  command,  and  over  which  ho 
exercised  control ;  so  that  whatever  are 
its  acts  they  are  his  also.  They  were  in  a 
line  to  the  left  of  the  road.  About  200  of 
them  came  down  and  met  him  {Cox).  They 
formed  themselves  into  three  bodies,  one 
came  down  on  each  side,  and  one  in  the 
centre.  They  formed  themselves  on  the 
ditches.  They  had  guns.  There  was  a 
Cross-road,  and  a  smsSl  house  or  haggard, 
and  fifty  or  sixty  men  were  posted  there. 
This  appears  to  have  been  as  an  adyanced 
post.  The  other  bodies  were  at  this  time 
forming.  Cox  received  orders  from  the 
magistrate,  and,  on  advancing,  the  men 
who  were  stationed  at  the  house  began  to 
yell  and  shout.  On  arriving  at  the  nouse, 
which  had  been  abandoned,  he  sent  six 
men  on  each  side  of  the  road,  and  the  rest 
marched  down.  He  called  out  to  the  people 
to  retire,  and  some  did,  and  then  the  rest 
did  so  for  a  short  distance,  and  then  they 
seemed  determined  to  make  a  stand.  A 
party  on  the  left  were  led  by  two  or  three 
men  in  advance,  and  they  were  rushing  on 
with  pikes,  stones,  forks,  and  guns.  The 
guns  he  had  not  seen  before.  He  ordered 
the  police  to  fire  when  they  were  about 
seyenty  yards,  or  upwards,  in  front.  The 
fire  was  returned,  and  he  saw  a  man  fall, 
and  they  dispersed.  He  says  the  firing 
was  what  is  called  independent  file  firing, 
kept  up  by  bis  men  for  a  period  of  three 
or  four  minutes. 

Michael  Mulgrew,  of  Mr.  Cox^a  party, 
heard  the  shot  at  the  end  of  the  boose. 
It  was  a  single  shot.  They  saw  the  men 
with  pikes,  and  they  fired  on  them. 

Now,  that  is  the  entire  evidence  of  these 
unfortunate  iind  ruinous  transactions. 

The  evidence,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  0*Brien, 
which  I  before  adverted  to,  consists  of 
general  evidence,  with  respect  to  his 
attachment  to  the  Crown  and  his  consti- 
tutional principles.  There  can  be  no 
manner  of  doubt,  that    upon  any  part 


of  this  case  where  your  minds  might 
entertain  doubts  or  difficulties  as  to  the 
intentions  and  as  to  the  objects  that  are 
imputed  to  him,  it  would  be  important  for 
you  to  examine  that  general  evidence,  and 
to  attend  to  it,  and  to  give  it  all  the  weight 
that  it  deserves.  But  in  the  particular 
case  before  us,  we  are  dealing  with  facts ; 
and  it  does  appear  in  that  speech  which 
he  made  in  the  month  of  March  last,  that 
Mr.  O^Brien  himself,  had  undergone  some 
change  in  political  opinion,  and  that 
ideas  then  suggested  themselves  to  his 
mind  which  he  had  not  entertained  be- 
fore. 

Prisoner:  Never. 

Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  Whatever  be  the 
value  of  that  testimony  to  his  character, 
Gk>d  forbid  that  I  should  attempt  to  keep 
you  from  giving  it  all  the  consiaeration  it 
merits. 

The  other  evidence  which  he  has  ad- 
duced 1  elates  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Confederation.  Its  rules  are  perfectly 
legal,  and  I  can  discover  nothing  what- 
ever in  them  which  could  fix  on  them 
either  criminality  or  suspicion.  They 
appear  to  be,  if  strictly  and  rigidly  ob- 
served, not  repugnant  to  any  principles 
of  our  law,  or  open  to  any  sort  of  animad- 
version. So,  with  respect  to  the  League, 
which  was  formed  of  the  two  bodies,  the 
members  of  the  Confederation,  and  the 
members  of  Conciliation  Hall,  their  rules 
appear  to  have  been  perfectly  right,  and 
not  obnoxious  or  open  to  any  observation 
whatever.  But  the  questiou  is,  whether 
those  rules  were  abided  by  by  him,  or 
a  course  of  conduct  plainly  at  variance 
with  them  adopted  by  him  at  the  same 
time  that  he  was  a  member  of  those 
bodies,  and  professing  to  act  on  these 
principles  P  in  the  speech  which  he  de- 
livered on  the  19th  July— a  remarkable 
speech,  delivered  on  a  remarkable  occasion 
— ^he  reserves  to  himself,  and  to  all  who 
thought  along  with  him,  the  right — uncon- 
trolled by  any  engagement  he  could  make, 
or  had  made — to  use  these  clubs,  and  to 
pursue  his  own  course  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  these  clubs,  for  efi*ecting  the 
purpose  which  he  had  in  view. 

I  again  submit  to  you  the  awful  dut^ 
you  have  to  discharge — and  a  most  labori- 
ous duty  it  has  been — and  a  painful  duty 
it  must  be,  if  you  should  take  a  view  of 
the  evidence  unfavourable  to  the  prisoner; 
and  I  indeed  shall  rejoice,  if  seriously, 
soberly,  and  conscientiously,  you  can 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  prisoner 
is  not  guilty  of  the  charge.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  soberly  and  conscientiously 
you  think  him  ffuilty  of  it,  there  is  no 
consideration  which  can  justify  you 
in  doing  otherwise  than  what  the  obli- 
gation of  your  oath  demands,    and,  be 
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the  consequences  what  they  may,  of  find- 
ing a  verdict  in  that  way,  and  upon  these 
motiyes,  in  accordance  with  your  oath. 

A  Juror  (Mr.  Lloyd) :  You  mentioned, 
my  lord,  about  Mr.  O'Brien's  escape— that 
he  might  have  escaped  arrest.  Now, 
suppose  he  did  not  wish  to  esca])e  arrest, 
but  meant  to  resist  arrest,  and  that  he  had 
armed  these  men,  and  attacked  the  police 
with  that  view,  would  that  be  high 
treason  P 

Blackbttrnb,  L.O.J.  :  I  simply  threw 
out  that  remark  in  this  way.  The  object 
which  it  is  stated  he  bad  in  all  these 
transactions  was  his  own  personal  security; 
well,  if  his  own  personal  security  was  his 
object,  and  his  only  object,  there  is  no 
reason  to  think  that  he  might  not  have 
escaped ;  but  be  never  attempted  to 
escape.  But  it  is  an  observation  which 
must  be  taken  in  connexion  with  all  the 
others  I  have  made  to  you,  and  give  to  it 
only  such  weight  as  you  think  it  de- 
serves. 

Whiteside:  My  lord,  in  point  of  law, 
with  respect  to  the  juror's  question,  if 
that  was  the  motive  in  his  own  mind,  I 
apprehend  your  lordship  would  have  no 
objection  to  tell  them  that  was  not  high 
treason. 

Blackburne,  L.C.J. :  Gentlemen,  if  in 
all  these  transactions,  I  repeat  it  again, 
the  sole  and  exclusive  object  and  motive 
was  to  escape  arrest,  if  there  was  no 
general  purpose  influencing  his  conduct, 
intention,  or  mind,  then  yon  ought  to 
acquit  him.  Bat  if  he  had  a  general  pur- 
pose of  effecting  a  revolution,  of  effecting 
a  repeal  of  the  union,  or  any  other  general 
purpose  of  a  political  kina  or  character, 
then  that  general  purpose  gives  to  his 
acts  that  which  makes  them  high  treason. 

A  Jwror  (Mr.  Lloyd):  Supposing  he 
meant  not  to  escape,  but  to  resist;  sup- 
pose he  chose  to  resist  a  warrant  by  force 
of  arms,  would  that  be  high  treason  P 

Blackbtjrne,  L.C.J. :  In  resisting, 
whether  it  be  by  the  exhibition  of  force  or 
actual  violence,  if  still  the  only  motive 
and  object  of  that  resistance  be  his  per- 
sonal security,  then,  of  course,  it  will  not 
be  high  treason. 

A  Jti/ror  (Mr.  Sadler):  Suppose  that 
personal  object  was  for  a  further  object. 
If  a  man  resists  the  law  purely  for  his  own 
interest,  and  if  h^  resists  it  on  the  ground 
that  it  enables  him  to  commence  a  revolu- 
tion— I  merely  state  it  in  that  way— how 
are  we  to  separate  his  interest  P 

Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  If,  though  his  own 
personal  safety  be  one  object,  ne  has  by 
the  game  acts  another  and  a  general  pur- 
pose, that  is  high  treason. 

Whiteside  t  That  is,  the  purpose  stated 
in  the  indictment. 

Blackbubne,  L.C.J. :  It  will  not  become 


less  high  treason  because  he  intends  to 
effect  his  own  personal  security  by  it. 

A  Jwror  (Mr.  Sadler) :  1  have  not  taken 
down  the  evidence,  though  I  watched  it 
attentively;  but  it  appears  to  me  the 
principal  expression  was,  *'  Protect  me  for 
such  an  object."  All  through  it  has  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be,  "  Protect  me  for  such 
a  purpose." 

Whiteside  :  From  arrest. 

Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  Protecting  him 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  general 
object  is  nigh  treason. 

Whiteside :  That  is,  the  general  object 
laid  in  the  indictment ;  because  a  general 
object  generally,  would  not  do. 

Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  As  yon  are  about 
to  retire,  gentlemen,  you  may  have  some 
refreshment  before  you  retire,  bat  not 
afterwards. 

The  jury  retired. 

Whiteside :  Will  your  lordship  allow  me 
to  suggest,  if  you  do  not  think  it  nnsuit- 
able,  that  you  should  state  to  the  jury 
that  they  must  believe,  without  doubt, 
that  he  liad  the  treasonable  object  stated 
in  the  indictment,  in  order  to  find  him 
guilty. 

Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  In  the  count  for 
levying  war  there  is  no  particular  object 
stated. 

Whiteside :  Levying  war  for  a  treason- 
able purpose. 

The  jury  returned  into  court. 

Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  Gentlemen,  I 
stated  to  you  before,  that  the  indictment 
is  for  levying  war  against  the  Queen,  and 
various  acts  are  stated  as  overt  acts  ;  for 
instiuace,  the  arraying,  marching,  and 
drilling ;  the  attack  on  the  pohoe ;  the 
attack  at  Farinrory;  the  barricades  con- 
structed, and  so  forth.  The  charge  is  ouite 
general ;  and  I  am  afraid  that  the  inaict- 
ment  will  not  enable  you  the  more  dis* 
tinctly  to  understand  it.  I  would  rather 
explam  it  to  you  as  I  do  now,  than  puzzle 
you  with  law  forms. 

Whiteside :  Yes,  my  lord,  that  will  do. 

The  jury  retired  at  twenty  minutes  past 
three  and  returned  into  Court  at  twenty 
to  four. 

Foreman :  My  lord,  the  jury  are  very 
anxious  to  know,  whatever  the  finding 
may  be,  are  we  to  find  on  the  five  counts, 
for  or  against,  as  one  count,  or  as  five  P 

Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  There  are  six 
counts,  but  one  is  withdrawn. 

Foretium :  Are  we  to  find  on  the  one,  or 
the  five. 

Blackburnb,  L.C.J. :  A  general  verdict 
on  the  whole,  of  guilty  or  not  guilty. 

Attorney- General :  GuUty  or  not  guilty 
on  the  five,  but  not  guilty  on  the  sixth. 
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The  jury  then  retired,  and  at  half-past 
five  retained  into  court  with  a  verdict  of 
Guilty. 

Glerk  of  the  Crown:  Ghentlemon,  have 
you  agreed  to  your  verdict  P 

Foreman :  We  have. 

Clerh  of  the  Grown :  How  say  j-ou,  gen- 
tlemen—is WUliaM  Smith  O'Brien  guilty 
or  not  guilty  P 

•  Foreman :  Guilty  ! !  My  lord,  we  have 
a  recou^mendation,  which  I  will  read ;  or 

?9rhap8  you  will  read    it    for  me,  Mr. 
edder. 

Olerh  of  the  Crown  ; 

**  We  earnestly  recommend  the  prisoner  to 
the  mercifal  consideration  of  the  Government, 
being  unanimously  of  opinion  that,  for  many 
reasons,  his  life  should  be  spared. 

"  For  self  aiid  fellow-jurors, 

*'  Richard  M.  S.  Manseror.'' 

AUomey'Oeneral :  Is  the  verdict  not 
guilty  on  the  sixth  count,  and  guilty  on 
the  other  five  ? 

Foreman:  There  was  only  one  issue 
given. 

AOomey^Oeneral :  To  prevent  any  mis- 
understanding, the  sixth  count  was  aban- 
doned. 

Clerk  of  ihe  Crown :  The  verdict  is,  not 
guilty  on  the  sixth,  and  guilty  on  the  first 
five  connts. 

The  Court  adjourned. 

Monday,  9th  October,  184i8. 
Motion  ih  Ab&sst  ov  Judombnt. 

Whiteside  applied  to  the  Court  to  re- 
serve question  of  the  admissibility  of  the 
prisoner's  speeches  in  March  and  April ; 
of  D€bbyn*8  account  of  the  meeting  on 
July  2l8t— on  two  grounds,  the  prisoner's 
absence  and  want  of  confirmation ;  and  of 
the  documents  in  the  portmanteau. 

Whiteeide  moved  in  arrest  of  judgment 
on  the  following  grounds,  that  levying 
war  in  Ireland,  of  which  the  prisoner  had 
been  convicted,  was  not  levying  war 
within  the  realm  under  the  25  Eaw.  3., 
and  was,  consequently,  not  indictable. 
When  Lord  Maguire  was  tried  in  Eng- 
land (a)  for  treason  committed  in  Ireland, 
it  was  said  to  be  treason  out  of  the  realm. 
Foyning*8  Law  extends  the  25  Edw.  3.  to 
Ireland,  but  that  statute  is  confined  to 
levying  war  within  the  realm  of  England. 
The  Irish  treason  cases  are  all  for  com- 
passing the  King's  death,  not  for  levying 
war. 

Secondly,  the  crime  of  levying  war  is 
no  longer  treason,  but  felony,  under 
11  <fc.  12  Vict.  c.  12.  The  words  of  the 
25  Edw.  3.  are— 

**  If  a  man  do  levy  war  against  our  Lord  the 

(a)  4  St.  Tr.  654. 


Kiug  in  his  realm,  and  thereof  be  provably  at- 
tainted by  open  deed  by  the  people  of  his  con- 
dition." 

The  crime  under  these  words  was  not,  as 
is  commonly  thought,  actually  levjing 
war,  but  compassing  to  levy  it,  the  crime 
being  in  the  intent.  It  is  so  charged 
in  Bammaree's  ca8e.(a)  The  indictment 
charges  that  the  prisoner — -' 

*■*  did  compass,  imagine,  and  intend  open  war, 
insurrection,  and  rebellion,  against  our  said 
Lady  the  Queen,  wiUiin  this  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  to  raise  and  levy;  and  your  said 
treasons,  compassinsifs,  imaginations,  and  inten- 
tions, to  fulfil  and  bring  to  efFect,  yon  the  said 
Daniel  Dammaree  afterward8,|public  war  against 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  traitorously  did  pre- 
pare, begin,  and  levy,  against  the  peace,"  &c. 

On  the  trial  of  Fwchase,  under  the  same 
indictment(6) — 

"it  was  objected  that  there  ought  to  have 
been  an  overt  act  laid  of  the  treason,  because 
there  being  such  a  variety  of  facts,  which 
amount  to  levying  war,  if  the  particular  facts 
intended  to  be  brought  forward  against  the 
prisoner  were  not  alleged,  he  could  not  know 
how  to  make  his  defence. 

"  But  it  was  resolved  by  all  the  judges,  upon 
conference,  that  the  indictment  was  good,  and 
that  levying  war  being  an  overt  act  of  itself,  no 
other  overt  act  need  1^  alleged." 

Now,  levying  of  war,  therefore,  is  the 
overt  act ;  it  cannot  be  the  crime,  for  it  is 
the  means  by  which  the  crime  is  effected— 

**  They  agreed,  however,  that  it  ou^bt  to  ap- 
pear sufficiently  upon  the  indictment  that  a  war 
was  levied,  and  that  they  appeared  in  such  war- 
like manner  ;  and  that  an  indictment  generally, 
that  A  levied  war,  is  not  good." 

Because  that  m^ght  be  an  outbreak. 
The  intent  must  be  shown,  and  the  act 
depends  on  the  intent.  Then  they  cite 
three  cases  to  the  same  effect — 

'*  The  indictments  in  Benstead's  case,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  apprentices  for  pulling  down 
bawdy-houses  were  framed  as  this  is.  And  they 
were  all  resolved  that  the  Statute  7  Will.  8., 
did  not  make  the  laying  an  overt  act  necessary 
where  it  was  not  so  before." 

In  Lord  George  Gordon's  case  also,  the 
indictment  was  for  compassing  to  levy 
war,  charging  as  an  overt  act  that  the 
prisoner(c) — 

**  traitorously  did  ordain,  prepare,  and  levy 
public  war  against  our  said  Lord  the  King,  his 
supreme  and  undoubted  Lord,  contrary  to  the 
duty  of  his  allegiance." 

By  the  Statute  of  Edtcard  the  only  overt 
act  which  would  prove  the  crime  of  levy- 
ing war,  was  the  actual  fact  of  levying 
wai' ;  whereas  by  36  Geo.  3.  c.  7.,  other  overt 

(a)  Fost.  Cr.  L.  218  ;  15  St.  Tr.  527. 
(6)  East  P.O.  c.  2.  s.  54  ;  15  St.  Tr.  546. 
(c)  21  St.  Tr.  495. 
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aotB  were  introduced  besides  that  which 
before  prevailed  of  levying  war.  The 
words  of  that  statute  are — 

"If  any  person  shall,  within  the  realm  or 
without,  compas?,  &c.,  to  levy  war  a^inst  his 
Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  within  this 
realm,  in  order,  by  force  or  constraint,  to  com- 
pel him  or  them  to  change  his  or  their  measures 
or  counsels " 

And  then — 
'*8ach  compassings,  &c.,  shall  express,  utter, 
or  declare,  by  publishing  any  printing  or  writing, 
or  by  overt  act  or  deed." 

That  act  had  a  twofold  operation;  it 
wa9  declaratory  of  the  old  treasons  of 
25  Edw.  3. ;  and  it  introduced  those  new 
overt  acts  of  printing  and  writing,  whereas 
before,  the  intent  of  levying  war  mast 
have  been  proved  solely  bv  the  act  of 
levying  war.  But  the  II  &  12  Vict.  o.  12. 
repeals  all  such  parts  of  86  Oeo,  3.  and 
57  Oeo,  3.  as  do  not  relate  to  offences 
against  the  person  of  the  sovereign,  and 
makse  such  other  offences  felony. 

There  is,  indeed,  a  proviso  in  s.  6— 
"that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  lessen 
the  force  of,  or  in  any  manner  affect,  any  thing 
enacted  by  the  Statute  passed  in  the  twenty- 
filth  year  of  King  Edward  the  drd,  a  declctra- 
tioti  which  offences  shall  be  adjudged  treaum*' 

but  that  is  to  be  read  in  connexion  with 
the  antecedent  section ;  and  25  Edw.  3. 
is  preserved  in  its  full  force,  by  under- 
standing it  to  preserre  as  treasons  evet'v 
thing  it  made  treason  as  affecting  the  li^ 
of  the  Sovereign.  An  antecedent  section 
says  it  is  the  intent  of  this  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  abolish  the  punishment  of  death 
for  all  offences  which  do  not  relate  to  the 
person  of  the  Sovereign;  and  then,  be- 
cause those  offences  were  declared  by  the 
25  Edw.  3.,  it  says  in  section  6,  that 
nothing  shall  affect  the  operation  of  the 
Statute  of  Edward  3.— that  is,  all  the 
treasons  declared  treasons  by  25  Edw.  3  , 
which  affect  the  life  of  the  Sovereign, 
shall  be  treason  still. 

Lastly,  the  prisoner  has  been  acquitted 
of  compassing  the  Queen's  death.  Why  P 
Becanse  he  has  not  levied  war  directly 
against  the  Queen.  If  he  had  levied  war 
directly  against  the  Queen  he  would  have 
been  guilty  of  compassing  the  Queen*s 
death,  because  that  is  compassing  the 
Queen's  death  constructively. 

Attorney '  OenercU  T  The  Irish  Act, 
10  Hefi.  7.  c.  13.,  passed  in  the  same 
session  as  Toyning^B  Act,  expressly 
assumes  that  levying  war  in  Ireland  is 
treason^* 

**  Item,  forasmuch  as  divers  persons  have  as- 
sembled with  banners  displayed  against  the 
lieutenant  and  deputy  of  the  said  mnd,  sup- 
posing that  it  was  not  treason  so  to  do,  and 
many  times  the  depnty  hath  bin  put  to  reprooh. 


and  the  common  weal  set  in  adventure ;  there- 
fore it  be  ordayned  and  enacted  by  this  present 
Parliament,  That  whatsoever  person  or  persons 
from  this  day  forward  cause,  assemble,  or  insur- 
rection, conspiracies,  or  in  anywi«e  procure  or 
stirre  Irishry  or  Englishry  to  make  warre  against 
our  Sovereign  LoM  the  King's  authority,  that 
is  to  say,  his  lieutenant,  or  deputy,  or  justice, 
or  else  if  any  manner  person  procure  or  stirre 
the  Irishry  to  make  warre  upon  the  Englishry, 
be  deemed  trayter  atteynt  of  high  treason,  in 
likewise  such  as  assemble  an  insurrection  had 
been  levied  against  the  King*s  own  person." 

In  the  Irish  trials  of  1803,  the  pri- 
soners were  all  convicted  of  levying 
war,  as  well  as  of  compassing  the  Kmg's 
death. 

2nd.  The  crime  under  25  EdAO.  3.  was 
not  compassing  to  levy  war,  but  actually 
levying  war;  although  in  some  indict- 
ments the  prisoner  was  charged  with 
compassing  to  levy  war,  yet  they  always 
contained  a  distinct  charge  that  m 
furtherance  of  such  compassings  he  did 
actually  levy  war.  The  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  branches  of  25  Edw.  3. 
is  plain  and  intelligible.  In  compass- 
ing the  King's  death,  the  offence  is 
committed  if  any  overt  act  whatever  be 
done  towards  accomplishing  the  object, 
although  the  act  itself,  namely,  the  death 
of  the  Sovereign,  be  not  acmeved.  But 
this  was  not  so  with  respect  to  levying 
war.  No  matter  how  complete  the  plan 
of  the  intended  traitors ;  unless  a  step  had 
been  taken,  namely,  an  armed  or  a  forcible 
rising  or  insurrection,  there  would  liave 
been  no  actual  levying  of  war.  Therefore 
it  was  that  the  36  Geo.  3.  introduced  a 
distinct  treason,  in  addition  to  the  treasons 
of  EdAJooArdy  of  compassing  to  levy  war, 
when  that  compassing  was  evidenced 
either  by  printing  or  writing,  or  by  any 
overt  act  or  deed.  In  Fro$t*8  case  (a)  and 
Brandreth'B  case  (6)  the  indictment  is  for 
levying  war.  The  Act  of  11  &  12  VioL 
c.  12.  does  not  repeal  any  part  of  the  Act 
of  Edward  3. 

It  makes  felony  what  was  not  treason 
in  Ireland,  bnt  was  treason  in  England. 
It  then  provides,  that  you  are  not  to  be 
embarrasse  1  if  you  choose  to  prosecute  for 
felony,  because  the  facts  to  be  proved  on 
the  trial  may  amount  to  treason;  but  it 
leaves  the  act  of  levying  war,  as  it  stood 
before,  a  distinct  and  substantive  treason. 

Fitzgerald  replied  for  the  prisoner  and 
the  SoKcUor-Qenerdl  for  the  Urown. 

Blackburne,  L.O.J. :  The  motion  in 
arrest  of  judgment  is  founded  apon  two 
objections  to  the  indictment.  The  indict* 
mentin  substance  is  a  charge  under  the 
25  Edw.  3.,  of  levying  war  against  the 

(rt)  4  hi.  Tr.  N.  S.  85. 
(6)  82  St  Tr.  755. 
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Queen  in  her  realm.  These  ave  the  very 
words  of  the  25  Edw.  3.,  and  an  indict - 
inent  following  the  words  of  the  statute — 
the  very  words  of  the  statute->is  always 
sufficient. 

The  first  objection  is,  that  the  Act  of 
Edward  3.  is  not  the  law  of  Ireland.  To 
that  it  is  replied,  that  by  **  Foyning^s 
Act "  (10  Hen.  7.  o.  22.)  it  is  extended  to 
Ireland,  and  the  words  of  Poyning*8  Act 
are — 

"That  forasmuch  as  there  have  been  many 
and  diverse  good  and  profitable  statutes  late 
made  within  the  realm  of  England  by  great 
labours,  studie,  and  poHcie,  as  well  in  the  time 
of  our  Sovereign  liord  the  King,  as  in  the  time 
of  his  full  noble  and  royal  progenitors,  late  kings 
of  £«ngland,  by  the  advise  of  his  and  their  dis- 
creet counsail,  whereby  the  said  realm  is  or- 
dered and  brought  to  great  wealth  and  pros- 
perity, and  by  all  lykelihood  so  would  this 
laud,  if  the  said  estatutes  were  used  aud  executed 
ID  the  same ;  wherefore  it  be  ordayned  and  es- 
tablished by  authority  of  this  present  Parliament, 
by  the  assent  of  the  lords  spirituall  and  temporall 
and  commons  assembled  in  the  same,  that  all 
estatutes  late  made  within  the  said  realm  of 
England,  concerning  or  belonging  to  the  com- 
mon and  publique  weal  uf  the  same,  from  hence- 
forth be  deemed  good  and  effectual!  in  the  law, 
and  over  that,  be  accepted,  used  and  executed 
within  this  land  of  Ireland,  in  all  points  at  all  times 
requisite  according  to  the  tenor  and  efiPect  of  the 
same ;  and  over  that,  by  authority  aforesaid  that 
they  and  every  of  them  be  authorized,  proved, 
and  confirmed  in  this  said  land  of  Ireland. 
And  if  any  estatute  or  estatutes  have  been  made 
within  this  said  land  hereafter  to  the  contrary, 
they  and  every  of  them  by  authority  aforesaid 
be  adnulled,  revoked,  voyd,  and  of  none  effect 
in  the  law." 

It  is  admitted  that  this  statute  must 
refer  to  the  Act  of  Edward  3. ;  but  it  is 
contended  that  its  effect  is  merely  to  sub- 
ject persons  who  haTe  committed  treason 
in-  imgland  to  be  tried  in  Ireland.  It 
appears  to  me  that  the  plain  meaning  of 
the  statute  is,  that  there  should  be  the 
Eame  law  in  both  countries,  and  that  that 
which  is  treason  in  England  should  be 
treason  in  Ireland. 

The  next  objection  is  founded  upon  the 
constructioii  put  upon  the  recent  Act  II 
and  12  Vict,  c.  12.  That  construction  we 
find  it  impossible  to  accede  to.  The  treason 
created  by  the  Act  of  Edward  3.  was  that 
of  levying  war.  Then  comes  an  English 
statute,  36  Geo,  3.  c.  7.,  by  which  the 
compassing  to  levy  war,  where  that  was 
for  certain  purposes,  was  made  treason. 
The  statute  of  Edward  8.  made  the  actual 
levying  of  war  the  crime ;  this  Act,  which 
did  not  extend  to  Ireland,  made  the  in- 
tention to  levy  war  the  crime.  It  is  now 
contended  that  11  and  12  Vict.  c.  12.  which 
does  extend  to  Ireland,  converts  that  which 
was  treason  under  the  Aet  of  Edward  3. 


into  felony.  It  does  no  such  thing.  I 
repeac,  the  Act  of  Edward  3.  makes  the 
treason  consist  in  the  actual  levying  of 
war,  and  11  and  12  Vict.  c.  12.  makes  the 
intention  and  compassing  of  war  felony. 
The  two  things  are  perfectly  distinct.  The 
crime  in  one  case  is  the  act ;  the  crime 
in  the  other  is  the  intent ;  and  no  doubt 
can  prevail  upon  the  construction  of 
11  and  12  Fte^.,  when  we  find  that  the 
sixth  section  provides — 

**  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  lessen 
the  force  of,  or  m  any  manner  affect,  any  thing 
enacted  by  the  statute  passed  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  King  Edward  the  3rd  ;  a  dedara' 
tion  which  offences  shall  be  adjudged  treason." 

So  that  the  two  statutes  are  conversant 
with  two  distinct  crimes — the  act  being 
the  crime  in  one,  and  the  intention  being 
the  crime  in  the  other.  Therefore,  in  onr 
judgment,  it  is  perfectly  plain  that  neither 
of  these  objections  can  be  maintained. 

With  respect  to  the  points,  which  oc- 
curred in  the  course  of  the  trial,  we  have 
over  and  over  again  most  maturely  con- 
sidered them,  and  we  are  satisfied  that 
the  opinion  which  we  have  formed  on 
those  points  is  correct,  and  it  is  not  our 
intention  to  reserve  them  for  the  opinion 
of  the  judges. 

Sbktbncb. 

The  prisoner  was  then  asked  in  the 
usual  form  what  he  had  to  say  why  the 
sentence  of  the  law  should  not  be  passed 
upon  him. 

Prisoner :  My  lords,  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  enter  into  any  vindication  of  my 
conduct,  however  much  I  might  have  de- 
sired to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of 
doing  so.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  consciousness  that  I  have  performed 
my  duty  to  my  country  ;  that  I  nave  done 
only  that  which,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  Irishman  to  have  done; 
and  I  am  prepared  now  to  abide  the  con- 
sequences of  having  done  my  duty  to  my 
native  land.    Proceed  with  your  sentence. 

Blackbukne,  L.C.J. :  William  Smith 
0*Brien,  after  a  long,  patient,  and  labori- 
ous trial,  a  jury  of  your  countiy  has  found 
you  guilty  of  high  treason.  Their  verdict 
was  accompanied  by  a  recommendation  to 
the  mercy  of  the  Crown.  That  recom- 
mendation, as  is  our  duty,  we  shall  send 
forward  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  to  whom, 
as  you  must  know,  exclusively  belongs 
the  power  to  comply  with  it.  It  now  re- 
mains for  us  to  peiform  the  last  solemn 
act  of  duty  whicn  devolves  upon  us,  to 
pronounce  that  sentence  by  which  the  law 
marks  the  enormity  of  your  guilt,  and 
aims  at  the  prevention  or  simiGur  crimes, 
by  the  example  and  the  infliction  of  a 
terrible  punishment.  Oh  I  that  you  would 
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reflect  upon  that  crime,  and  dwell  upon 
it  with  sincere  repentance  and  remorse. 
Oh !  that  yon  wonid  regard  it  as  it  is  re- 
garded by  every  rational  being — that  you 
wonld  feel  and  know  that  it  is  really  and 
substantially  as  repugnant  to  the  interests 
of  humanity,  the  prospects  and  spirit  of 
the  divine  religion  which  you  profess,  as 
it  is  to  the  positive  law  of  revelation,  and 
which  is  now  attended  by  the  forfeiture 
of  your  life.  The  few  words  that  you 
have  addressed  to  the  Court  forbid  me— I 
say  it  with  pain  and  distress — ^from  pro- 
ceeding any  further  with  this  subject ;  it 
now  only  remains  for  the  Court  to  pro- 
nounce the  sentence  of  the  law.  That 
sentence  is,  that  you,  WiUiam  Smith 
0*Brien,  be  taken  from  hence  to  the  place 
from  whence  you  came,  and  be  thence 
drawn  on  a  hurdle  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, and  be  there  hung  by  the  neck  until 
you  be  dead,(a)  and  that  afterwards  your 
head  shall  be  severed  from  your  body, 
and  your  body  divided  into  four  quarters, 
to  be  disposed  of  as  her  Majesty  shall 
think  fit.  And  may  the  God  of  mercy 
have  mercy  on  your  soul ! 

The  prisoner  was  then  removed. 

Terence  BeUew  M'Manus,  Thomas  Fran- 
cis Meagher;  and  Patrick  O'Donohue  were 
afterwards  tried  and  convicted  of  high 
treason.  (6) 

Writs  of  Error  were  brought  to  reverse 
these  judgments. 


COUBT  OF  QUEEN'S  BENCH, 
DUBLIN. 

Before  Blackbubub,  L.O.J. ,  Okampton, 
F£RRiH,  and  Moobe,  JJ. 

November  21,  1848. 

William  Smith 


O'Brien  {in  error)  v.  The 
Queen. 


Wbit  of  Eekor. 

A  Writ  of  Error  having  been  brought  in 
this  case,  the  judgment  was  made  up  and 
returned  into  tbe  Queen's  Bench,  vrith  the 
following  caption : — 

County  of  Tipperary  1      Be  it  remembered  that 
to  wit  J  at  a  Special  Sessions  of 

Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Gaol  Delivery 
bolden  in  and  for  the  County  of  Tipperary  at 
Clonmel  in  the  said  County  of  Tipperary  on 
Thursday,  the  twenty-first  day  of  September,  in 
the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign 


(a)  The  remaining  portions  of  the  judgment 
for  treason  were  abolished  by  33  Be  84  Viot. 
c.2d. 

(6)  See  below,  p.  1087. 


Lady  Queen  Victoria,  by  the  grace  of  God  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, Queen  Defender  of  the  Faith  and  so  forth, 
and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-eight,  before  the  Bight  Hon- 
ourable Francis  Blackbume,  Chief  Justiee  of 
Her  Maj€6ty*8  Court  of  Chief  Place  in  Ireland, 
the  Right  Honourable  John  Doherty^  Chief  Jusr 
tice  of  Her  Majesty's  Court  of  Common  PleajB 
in  Ireland,  and  the  Right  Honourable  Richard 
Moore,  fourth  Justice  of  Her  Majesty's  Court  of 
Chief  Place  in  Ireland,  Justices  and  Commis* 
sioners  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  within  her  said  County  of  Tipperaryj 
nominated  and  appointed  to  inquire  into,  hear, 
and  determine  all  and  all  manner  of  Treasons, 
Murders,  Manslaughters,  Burnings,  Felonies, 
Robberies,  Crimes,  Contempts,  Offences,  Trans* 
gressions.  Evil-doings,  and  matters  and  things 
whatsoever  by  whomsoever  done,  committed,  or 
perpetrated  within  the  said  County  of  Tipperary, 
as  well  against  the  peace  and  the  Common  Law 
of  Ireland,  as  against  the  form  and  effect  of  any 
Statute  or  Statutes,  Acts,  Ordinances,  or  Pro- 
visions theretofore  made,  ordained,  or  confirmed, 
and  also  nominated  and  appointed  from  time  to 
time,  as  need  should  be  to  deliver  the  gaols  of 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  of  the  said  County  of 
Tipperary,  of  all  prisoners  and  malefactors  there- 
in, saving  to  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  all 
amerciaments  thence  arising  and  accruing, 
being  by  virtue  of  a  Commission  under  Letters 
Patent  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  that  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  called  Ireland, 
bearing  date  at  Dublin,  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  twelfth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  said 
Lady  the  Queen,  to  them  the  said  Francis 
Blackbume^  John  Doherty,  and  Richard 
Moore,  and  others  in  the  said  letters  named 
directed.  It  is  presented  in  manner  and  form 
following,  that  is  to  say: — 

The  Beeord  proceeded  to  set  out  the 
indictment,  the  plea  of  abatement,  tha 
demurrer  and  judgment,  the  challenge 
to  the  array,  the  challenges  to  the  polls, 
the  2lBt  peremptory  challenge,  the  yer- 
diet,  and  the  dUocwtus,  which  was  as 
follows : — 

'*  Upon  which  it  is  demanded  of  him  the  said 
William  Smith  O'Brien  whether  he  now  hath 
anything  to  say  for  himself  wherefore  the  said 
Justices  and  Commissioners  oufht  not  upon  the 
premises  and  verdict  aforesaid  to  proceed  to 
judgment  against  him  the  said  William  Smith 
O'Brien  for  the  said  treasons  in  the  said  first, 
second,  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  counts  of  the 
said  Indictment  above  specified  and  alleged,  who 
nothing  fbrther  says  than  he  bad  before  said. 
Whereupon  all  and  singular  the  premises  being 
seen  and  by  the  said  Justices  and  Commis- 
sioners here  fully  understood,  &c." 

On  November  I7th  the  prisoner  having 
been  brought  up  by  habeas  corpus  into  the 
Court  of  Queen^s  Bench,  Dnblm,  assigned 
the  following  errors : — 

That  in  the  Record  and  proceedings  afore* 
said,  and  also  in  the  giving  Uie  Judgments 
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aforesaid,  therd  is  manifest  error  in  this,  to  wit, 
that  bj  the  Record  aforesaid  it  appears  that 
Judgment  was  given  upon  the  Record  aforesaid 
for  our  said  Ladj  the  Queen.  Whereas  bj  the 
laws  of  this  realm.  Judgment  ought  to  have 
been  given  thereupon  for  the  said  William 
Smith  O'Brien  and  against  our  said  Ladj  the 
Queen,  and  therefore  in  that  there  is  manifest 
error. 

There  is  ermr  also  in  this,  to  wit,  that  it  does 
not  appear  by  the  Record  aforesaid  that  the 
Justices  aforesaid,  by  whom  ?aid  Indictment 
was  taken,  and  before  whom  the  same  was  tried, 
were  duly  authorized  in  that  behalf  to  take  or 
try  the  same,  and  therefore  in  that  there  is 
manifest  error. 

There  is  error  also  in  this,  to  wit,  that  by  the 
Record  aforesaid  it  appears  that  the  Letters 
Patent  in  said  Record  mentioned,  appointing 
and  nominating  Justices  and  Commissioners  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery  for  the 
said  County  of  Tipperary,  were  directed  to  the 
Justices  by  whom  the  said  Indictment  was 
taken,  and  others  in  said  Letters  Patent  named, 
but  it  does  not  appear  in  or  by  said  Record  that 
any  power  or  jurisdiction  was  given  to  any 
number  of  the  Justices  and  Commissioners  to 
whom  the  said  Letters  Patent  were  directed,  less 
than  the  whole  number  of  the  said  Justices  and 
Commissioners  to  take  Indictments,  or  to  hear 
and  determine  the  offences  in  said  Indictment 
charged,  and  yet  by  the  Record  aforesaid  it  ap- 
pears that  said  Indictment  was  taken  by  and 
tried  before  three  only  of  the  Justices  and  Com- 
missioners, to  whom  the  said  Letters  Patent 
were  directed,  and  therefore  in  that  there  is 
manifest  error. 

.  There  is  error  also  in  this,  to  wit,  that  it  does 
not  appear  by  the  Record  aforesaid  that  the 
Justices  aforesaid,  by  whom  the  said  Indict- 
ment was  taken,  were,  duly  or  at  all  in  manner 
by  law  required,  assigned  to  hear  and  determine 
offences  within  the  said  County  of  Tipperary,  or 
to  deliver  the  Gaols  of  said  County,  and  there- 
fore in  that  there  is  manifest  error. 

There  is  error  also  in  this,  to  wit,  that  it  does 
not  appear  by  the  Record  aforesaid  that  the  said 
Indictment  was  found  by  the  Jurors  aforesaid, 
a  true  bill  by  and  upon  the  oaths  and  testimony 
of  two  lawAil  witnesses,  pursuant  to  the  statu- 
table enactments  in  such  case  made  and  pro- 
vided, and  therefore  in  that  there  is  manifest 
error. 

There  is  error  also  in  this,  to  wit,  that  by  the 
Record  aforesaid  it  appears  that  Judgment  was 
given  for  our  said  Laidy  the  Queen  against  the 
said  William  Smith  0*Brien  upon  each  and  every 
of  the  first  five  Counts  of  the  said  Indictment 
Whereas  by  the  laws  of  this  realm  judgment 
should  have  been  given  for  the  said  William 
Smith  O'Brien  upon  each  of  said  first  five  counts, 
each  of  said  first  five  counts  being  insufficient 
in  law  to  warrant  judgment  thereon  for  our 
said  Lady  the  Queen  against  the  said  William 
Smith  O'Brien,  and  therefore  in  that  there  is 
manifest  error. 

There  is  error  also  in  this,  to  wit,  that  Judg- 
ment was  given  for  our  said  Lady  the  Queen 
upon  the  demurrer  put  in  by  Her  Majesty's 
Attorney-General,  to  the  plea  pleaded  by  the 


said  William  Smith  O'Brien,  on  the  28th  day  of 
September  aforesaid,  whereby  he  the  said 
William  Smith  O'Brien  prayed  judgment 
whether  he  should  be  compelled  then  to  answer 
the  said  Indictment.  Whereas  by  the  laws  of 
this  realm  judgment  should  have  been  given 
upon  said  demurrer  for  the  said  William  Smith 
O'Brien,  and  therefore  in  that  there  is  manifest 
error. 

There  is  error  also  in  this,  that  by  the  Record 
aforesaid,  it  appears  that  a  copy  of  the  Indict- 
ment aforesaid  was  not  delivered  to  him,  the 
said  William  Smith  O'Brien  ten  days  before  his 
trial  upoa  said  Indictment,  pursuant  to  the 
statutable  enactments  m  that  behalf  made  and 
provided,  and  therefore  in  that  there  is  manifest 
error. 

There  is  error  also  in  this,  to  wit,  that  by  the 
Record  aforesaid  it  appears  that  no  list  of  the 
witnesses,  or  of  any  witnesses' or  witness  to  be 
produced  on  the  trial  for  proving  the  said  In- 
dictment, was  delivered  to  him  the  said  William 
Smith  O'Brien  ten  days  before  his  trial  on  the 
Indictment  aforesaid,  pursuant  to  the  statutable 
enactments  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and 
therefore  in  that  there  is  manifest  error. 

There  \b  error  iilso  in  this,  to  wit,  that  it  does 
not  appear  by  the  Record  aforesaid,  that  any 
Precept  or  Writ  for  the  return  of  the  Jurors 
who  passed  upon  him  the  said  William  Smith 
O'Brien,  wad  in  that  behalf  issued  to  the  Sheriff 
of  the  said  County  of  Tipperary,  and  therefore 
in  that  there  is  manife  i  terror. 

There  is  error  also  it:  this,  to  wit,  that  it  ap« 
pears  by  the  Record  aforesaid  that  the  Venire 
facias  Juratores  awarded  to  the  Sheriff  of  the 
said  County  of  Tipperanr  by  the  Justices  afore* 
said,  was  not  a  proper  Venire  facias  Juratores 
in  that  behalf,  and  conformable  to  the  statutable 
enactments  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  and 
therefore  in  that  there  is  manifest  error. 

There  is  error  also  in  this,  to  wit,  that  by  the 
Record  aforesaid,  it  appears  that  the  Challenge 
of  him,  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien,  to 
Southcote  Mansergh,  one  of  the  jurors  afore- 
said, who  passed  upon  him  the  said  William 
Smith  O'Brien  on  the  Indictment  aforesaid,  was 
disallowed  by  the  said  Justices  and  Commis- 
sioners. Whereas  by  the  laws  of  this  realm 
said  last-mentioned  Challenge  oufht  to  have 
been  allowed^  and  therefore  in  tnat  there  is 
manifest  error. 

There  ia  error  also  in  this,  to  wit,  that  it  does 
not  appear  by  the  Record  aforesaid  that  the 
verdicts  above  given  upon  the  said  first  five 
counts  of  the  said  Indictment  respectively,  or 
any  of  them,  were  or  was  found  upon  the  oaths 
and  testimony  of  two  lawful  witnesses,  and 
therefore  in  that  there  is  manifest  error. 

There  is  error  also  in  this,  to  wit,  that  it  does 
not  appear  by  the  Record  aforesaicC  that  it  was 
demanded  of  him  the  said  William  Smith 
O'Brien,  in  manner  in  like  cases  used  and  accus- 
tomed and  by  law  required,  what  he  had  to  say 
why  execution  should  not  be  awarded  against 
him,  and  therefore  in  that  there  is  manifest  error. 

There  is  also  error  in  this,  to  wit,  that  the 
Judgment  aforesaid  in  manner  and  form  as  the 
same  if  also  given  ia  insuificient  in  law,  and 
)  therefore  in  that  there  ia  error. 
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There  is  error  also  in  this,  to  wit,  that  the 
process  aod  proceedings  aforesaid,  in  manner 
and  form  as  the  same  are  above  set  forth,  are 
not  sufficient  in  law  to  warrant  the  judgments 
aforesaid  given  against  him,  the  said  William 
Smith  O'Brien,  and,  therefore,  in  that  there  is 
manifest  error.  And  the  said  William  Smith 
O'Brien  prays  that  for  the  errors  aforesaid,  and 
divers  other  errors  in  the  Kecord  and  proceed- 
ings aforesaid,  the  judgments  aforesaid  may  be 
reversed,  annulled,  and  altogether  holden  for 
nought,  and  that  he,  the  said  Wiiliam  Smith 
O'Brien,  may  be  restored  to  all  things  which  he 
hath  lost  by  the  judgments  aforesaid  and  so 
forth. 

The  points  for  argnment  on  the  Writ  of 
Error  were  as  follows : — 

William  Smith 'O'Brien  "I      On     the     argu- 

{Plaintiff  in  Error^       ^ment  of  the  Writ 

V.  THE  Queen.  J  of   Error    in   this 

case  it  will  be  contended  that  the  judgment 

should  be  reversed  for  the  following  reasons  :— 

First — ^That  the  caption  is  insufficient,  as  it 

does  not  show  that  the  justices  before  whom  the 

Special  Sessions    of   Oyer  and  Terminer  and 

General  Gaol  Delivery  for  the  county  of  Tip- 

Eerary  was  held,  had  due  authority  in  that  be- 
alf  to  hold  said  sessions,  and  to  take  and  try 
the  indictment  on  which  the  plaintiff  in  error 
was  convicted. 

Second. — That  the  fi^  counts  on  which  the 
plaiurtiff  in  error  was  convicted  are  insufficient 
in  law  to  support  the  judgment  thereon  given, 
inasmuch  as  &e  offences  therein  stated  are  not 
treason  in  Ireland. 

Third.— That  if  they  be  treason,  yet  the  said 
several  five  counts  are  insufficient  in  law  to 
support  said  judgment  for  not  charging  the 
offence  in  the  woras  of  the  Statutes,  for  not  ex- 
pressly averring  that  the  war  therein  respec- 
tively mentioned  was  levied  in  Ireland,  and  for 
concluding  against  the  form  of  the  Statute,  in 
place  of  form  of  the  Statutes,  &c. 

Fourth. — ^That  the  judgment  on  the  demurrer 
to  the  declinatory  plea,  pleaded  by  the  peti- 
tioner in  error  should  have  been  given  for  hin? 
and  not  for  the  Crown. 

Fifth.— That  there  was  a  mis-trial  inasmuch 
as  it  appears  from  the  record  thattthe  petitioner 
in  error  had  not  delivered  to  him  a  copy  of  the 
indictment  and  a  list  of  the  witnesses,  ten  days 
before  his  trial,  pursuant  to  the  statutable 
enactments  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Sixth. — ^That  the  process  under  which  the 
jury  was  returned,  who  tried  the  case,  was  in 
sufficient  and  informal,  as  the  writ  of  Venire 
facias  Juratoree,  under  which  the  jury  was  re- 
turned, appears  to  have  been  issued  by  virtue 
of  a  bare  award,  and  not,  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  by  virtue  of  a  particular  precept;  and 
moreover  said  writ  appear*  not  to  have  been  in 
the  form  directed  by  3  &  4  Wm.  4.  c.  91 .  sec.  10. 

Seventh.— That  the  chalUiige  to  the  juror, 
Bouthcote  Manserffh,  should  have  been  allowed. 

Eighth.— That  the  aUocutus  before  judgment 
entered  on  the  record  is  informal  and  insufficient 
in  law,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  appear  thereby 
that  the  plaintiff  in  error  was  aued  why  the 


Court  should  not  proceed  to  judgment  and  eie- 
cution  against  him  upon  the  verdict  therein 
mentioned. 

Counsel  for  the  Plaintiff  in  error, 
Whiteside,  Q.O.,  F.  A.  FUegerald,  Sir  (7. 
0*Loghlen, 

Connsel  for  the  Crown,  the  AUomey' 
Oeneral  {Motiahan)  and  Lynch. 

Fitzgerald  for  the  plaintiff  in  en'or: 
There  are  five  grounds  of  error,  let,  the 
caption  does  not  show  jarisdiction ;  2nd, 
levying  war  in  Ireland  is  not  treason  with- 
in the  Act  of  2o  Edw.  3.  introduced  into 
Ireland  by  Poyning*8  Act,  10  Hen,  7.  c.  22. ; 
3rd,  tiie  plea  claiming  the  benefits  of 
the  statutes  of  WUliam  and  of  Anne  was 
improperly  overruled;  4th,  the  prisoner 
was  entitled  to  thirty-five  peremptory 
challenges ;  5th,  the  form  of  the  alloeutw, 
or  entry  on  the  record,  of  calling  on 
the  prisoner  to  say  why  sentence  should 
not  oe  passed  on  him,  was  defective  for  not 
containing  the  words  **  of  death." 

As  to  tne  first  point.  The  caption,  if 
taken,  as  it  must  be  taken,  to  contain  a 
true  statement  of  the  proceedings  before 
the  Court,  shows  that  there  was  no  juris- 
diction to  try  this  prisoner.  Whatever  is 
necessary  to  show  jurisdiction  must  be 
specifically  expressed,  especially  in  treason 
cases,  where  even  the  names  of  the  jurors 
must  be  set  forth  ;  WilUafn8*8  8aunaer8.{a) 
The  commission  was  directed  to  at 
least  five  persons,  three  of  whom  are 
named  on  the  record.  It  is  not  stated  to 
have  contained  any  quorum  clause,  under 
which  a  smaller  number  than  the  whole  five 
would  have  authority  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine the  matters  in  question.  A  quorum 
clause  cannot  be  presumed  in  a  special 
commission.  There  have  been  commis- 
sions without  it ;  nor  can  it  be  imported 
into  this  particular  commission.  But  if  it 
could,  still  there  is  nothing  to  show  what 
might  be  the  number  constituting  the 
quorum.  No  argument  can  be  drawn  from 
the  ordinary  commissions  of  assize,  for 
they  always  contain  a  clause  giving  autho- 
rity to  "  you  or  any  one  or  more  of  you." 

The  record,  which  cannot  be  contra- 
dicted, itself  shows  that  the  commission 
being  directed  to  five  persons  must  be 
executed  by  them.  The  record  also  shows 
that  only  three  out  of  the  five  did  in  fact 
execute  the  commission*  If  so,  then  the 
trial  appears  to  have  taken  place  before  a 
l>f>dy  not  authorised  to  try ;  for  the  per- 
sons exercising  such  an  authority  must 
be  shown  to  have  received  it,  Be»  v. 
Atkinson, (b)  It  is  not  necessary  for  the 
plaintiff  in  error  to  show  that  the 
other  commissioners  were  not  there.    The 


(a)  1  Wms.  Saund.,  S49,  note. 
(&)  1  Wmt.  Saund.,  248a,  note. 
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caption  mnat  itself  show  jarisdiction  in 
those  persons.  In  Boo.  Abr.,  tit.  Indict- 
ment, it  is  said  that — 
"  erery  caption  of  an  indictment  muBt  show  that 
it  was  taken  before  a  Court  which  has  a  proper 
jarisdiction ;  and,  therefore,  if  it  shows  only  that 
it  was  taken  before  J.  S.»  steward,  without 
showing  to  whom  he  was  steward,  or  in  what 
Court,  It  is  insufficient." 

4  Inst.  162-164;  2  HawJc.  P.O.  o.  25; 
Hale  2  P.  0.  166-7,  distingnishes  between 
the  caption  of  an  indiotment  prefeired 
before  a  general  Conrt  of  Quarter  Sessions, 
where  there  is  a  general  anthority  to  deter- 
mine by  law,  and  a  caption  in  a  proceeding 
nnder  an  Act  of  Parliament,  or  other 
special  authority .  where  the  particular 
authority  must  be  shown,  in  order  to 
warrant  the  proceeding.  Layer^e  case  (a), 
Bex  V.  Cellers  (fe),  BaHon  v.  Sadoch  (c), 
Earl  of  Leycester  v.  Haydon  {d). 

In  treason  cases  the  prisoner  is  entitled 
to  a  copy  of  the  caption,  with  the  indict- 
ment, before  being  called  upon  to  plead. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  power  to  amend  it 
afterwards. 

The  second  objection  is,  that  the  charge 
contained  in  the  first  five  counts,  for  levy- 
ing war  against  the  Government,  on  which 
alone  the  plaintifi*  has  been  found  guilty, 
is  not  punishable  under  the  Statute  of 
Edw.  3.  That  Statute  makes  it  treason — 
'*  if  a  man  do  levy  war  against  the  King  in  his 
reahn.'' 

That  is  to  say,  the  realm  of  England. 

It  may  be  admitted  that  25  Edw.  S, 
was  transferred  to  Ireland  by  the  Irish 
Statute,  10  Hen.  7.  c.  22„  commonly 
known  as  Poyning*$  Law,  but  still  the 
ofience  therein  described,  as  levying  war 

X'nst  the  King  in  his  realm,  is  not  capable 
»ing  committed  in  Ireland,  The  words 
of  25  Mdw,  3.  are,  *'  levy  war  against  the 
King  in  his  realm";  but  Poyning'e  Act 
does  not  say  that  such  an  offence  may 
be  committed  in  Ireland,  or  being  com- 
mitted elsewhere,  may  be  tried  there.  Till 
the  time  of  Henry  8.  Ireland  was  always 
described  as  "this  land  of  Ireland,"  the 
word  "  realm  "  being  confined  to  England. 
Ireland  only  became  a  realm  when  the 
Irish  Statute  33  Hen.  8.  c.  1.  made 
Henry  8.  King  of  Ireland.  Poyning^e  Law 
provides  that  all  the  statutes  **  late  made 
vrithin  the  said  realm  of  England  "  shall  be 
in  force  **  within  this  land  of  Ireland.*' 

Under  the  subsequent  words  in  the 
SiAtnie  or  Edw.  3.-- 

"  or  be  adherent  to  the  King*s  enemies  in  the 
realm  pr  elsewhere," 


ia)  Fost.  Cr.  L. 
(6)  1  8id.,  867. 
(c)  1  Bul9tr.,  105. 
(rf)  Plowd.,  884, 


8,4. 


Irelond  might  possibly  come  under  the 
word  "  elsewhere  **  but  certainly  not  under 
the  word  '*  realm,"  and,  if  so,  then  as  this 
prisoner  has  not  been  charged  with  being 
adherent  to  the  King's  enemies  in  the 
realm,  and  as  the  levying  war  is  not  in 
25  Edw,  3.  connected  with  the  phrase, 
**  or  elsewhere,"  the  indictment  cannot 
be  supported. 

In  Kinlodh*8  case  (a)  it  was  decided  that 
the  words  **  this  realm  "  meant  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  nothing 
else. 

The  third  objection  is  that  the  plain- 
tiff in  error  was  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the 
indictment,  together  with  a  list  of  the 
witnesses  and  jurors,  ten  days  before  the 
trial,  as  provided  by  the  English  statute, 
7  Ann,  c.  21.  67  Oeo.  3.  c.  6.  s.  4,  which  was 
passed  after  the  Union,  entitles  persons 
accused  of  treasons  made  or  declared  by 
that  statute  to  the  benefits  of  the  statutes 
of  7  &  8  Will.  3.  c.  3.  and  7  Ann.  c.  21., 
except  in  cases  of  a  direct  attempt  against 
the  person  of  the  sovereign.  In  the  6th 
count  of  this  indictment  the  prisoner  is 
indicted  for  compassing  the  Queen's 
death,  a  treason  declared  by  57  Geo.  3., 
but  only  a  constructive  compassing  is 
charged,  not  amounting  to  an  attempt 
against  the  person  of  the  sovereign. 

The  general  effect  of  the  treason  sta- 
tutes is  as  follows :  • 

The  25  Edw.  3.  made  it  treason — 

'*  When  a  man  doth  compass  or  imagine  the 
death  of  our  lord  the  King,  or  of  oar  lady  his 
Queen,  or  of  their  eldest  son  and  heir,  or  if  a 
man  do  levy  war  against  the  King  in  his  realm, 
or  be  adherent  to  the  King's  enemies  in  his  realm, 
giving  them  aid  and  comfort  in  the  realm  or 
elsewhere." 

Then  the  temporary  Act  36  Geo.  3.  e.  7. 
provided— 

**If  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  after 
the  day  of  the  passing  of  this  Act,  during  the 
natural  life  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign  lord 
the  KinfiT,  and  until  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment after  the  demise  of  the  Crown,  shall,  with- 
in the  realm  or  without,  compass,  imagine,  in- 
vent, devise  or  intend  death  or  destruction  or 
any  bodily  harm  tending  to  death  or  destruction, 
maim  or  wounding,  imprisonment  or  restraint 
of  the  person  of  Uie  same  our  sovereign  lord 
the  King,  liis  heirs  and .  successors,  or  to 
deprive  or  depose  him  or  them  fh)m  the 
style,  honour,  or  kingly  name  of  the  imperial 
crown  of  this  realm,  or  of  an^  other  of  his 
Migesty's  dominions  or  countries;  or  to  levy 
war  against  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, in  order  by  force  or  constraint  to  compel 
him  or  them  to  change  his  or  their  measures  and 
counsels,  or  in  order  to  put  any  force  or  con- 
straint upon,  or  to  intimidate  and  overawe  both 
houses,  or  either  house  of  Parliament;  or  to 
move  or  stir  any  foreigner  or  stranger  with  force 

(«)  Fost.  Cr.  L.  16-28. 
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to  invade  this  realm,  or  any  other  his  Majesty's 
dominions  or  countries  under  the  obeisance  of 
his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors ;  and  such 
oompassings,  imaginations,  inventions,  devices,, 
or  intentions,  or  any  of  them,  shall  express,  utter 
or  declare,  by  publishing  any  printing  or  writing, 
or  by  any  overt  act  and  deed,'* 

he  should  be  guilty  of  high  treason. 

The  object  of  this  statute  was  to  make 
seTeral  things  substantive  treasons  which 
before  had  been  overt  acts  of  treason 
under  25  Edw.  3.  Per  Lord  EUenhorottgh 
in  Watson's  case  (a)  and  Thisilewood*s 
case.(&) 

67  Oeo.  3.  c.  6.,  after  reciting  the  above 
provisions  of  36  Oeo,  3.,  and  that  it  was 
desirable  that  thev  should  be  further  con- 
tinued and  maae  perpetual,  provided 
(s.  1)— 

**  AU  and  every  the  hereinbefore  recited  pro- 
visions which  relate  to  the  heirs  and  successors 
of  his  Migesty,  the  sovereign  of  these  realms, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  made  per- 
petual/' 

Then  s.  4  gave  persons  accused  of 
treasons  made  or  declared  by  this  statute 
the  benefit  of  7  &  8  Will  3.  c.  3.  and 
7  Ann,  o.  21.,  except  in  cases  of  direct 
attempts  against  the  person  of  the  sove- 
reign. The  material  parts  of  the  section 
are  as  follows : — 

**  Provided  that  all  persons  *  accused,  indicted, 
of  prosecuted  for  any  offence  made  or  declared 
to  be  high  treason  by  this  Act/  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  7  Will  3.  c.  S.  and  7  Ann.  c.  2 1 ., 
'  save  and  except  in  cases  of  high  treason  in 
compassing  or  imagining  the  death  of*  the 
sovereign, '  where  the  overt  act  or  overt  acts  of 
such  treason  which  shall  be  alleged  in  the  in- 
dictment for  such  offence  shall  be  assassination 
or  killing  of '  the  sovereign  or  *  any  direct  at- 
tempt against  the  life  of*  the  sovereign,  'or 
any  direct  attempt  against  the  person  *  of  the 
sovereign,  whereby  his  life  may  be  endangered 
or  his  person  suffer  bodily  harm.*' 

The  whole  of  this  statute  of  57  Oeo,  3.  c.  6. 
must  apply  to  Ireland,  having  been  passed 
after  the  Union ;  the  doubts  expressed  in 
the  preamble  of  11  &  12  Vict,  c.  12.  on  this 
point  are  unfounded.  At  any  rate,  s.  4 
applies  to  Ireland;  no  doubts  are  ex- 
pressed in  11 4fe  12  Vict  about  that. 

If  57  Oeo,  3.  0.  6.  ss.  1  and  4  did  not  ex- 
tend to  Ireland,  they  were  extended  by 
11  &  12  Vict,  c.  12.  That  statute,  after 
reciting  the  provisions  of  36  Oeo.  3.  o.  7.  s.  1 
as  above,  and  that  such  provisions  were 
made  perpetual  by  57  Oeo.  3.  c.  6.,  and 
that  doubts  existed  whether  such  pro- 
visions so  made  perpetual  extended  to  Ire- 
land, enacted — 

**  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
the  provisious   of  the  36  Geo.  8.  c.  7.,  made 

(•)  82  St.  Tr.  579. 
(*)  33  St,  Tr.  684. 


perpetual  by  the  67  Geo.  3.  c.  6.,  and  all  the 
provisions  of  the  last-mentioned  Act  in  relation 
thereto,  save  such  of  the  same  respectively  as 
relate  to  the  compassing,  imagining,  inventing, 
devising,  or  intending  death  or  destruction,  or 
any  bodily  harm  tending  to  death  or  destruc- 
tion, maim  or  wounding,  imprisonment  or  re- 
straint of  the  person  of  the  heirs  and  successors 
of  his  said  Majesty  King  George  the  3rd,  and 
the  expressing,  uttering,  or  declaring  of  such 
compassings,  imaginations,  inventions,  devices, 
or  intentions,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are,  hereby  repealed." 

The  second  section  enacted — 

'*  That  such  of  the  said  recited  provisions, 
made  perpetual  by  the  said  Act  of  the  57 
Geo.  3.  as  are  not  hereby  repealed,  shall  ex- 
tend to  and  be  in  force  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  called  Ireland.** 

This  statute  of  11  &  12  Viet,  leaves 
in  force  the  treason  of  compassing 
the  King's  death,  for  which  the  prisoner 
is  indicted  in  the  6th  count.  The 
crime  of  compassing  the  Queen's  death 
must  be  the  same  under  11  <&  12 
Vict.  c.  12.  as  under  25  Edw.  3.  By  s.  2 
the  unrepealed  parts  of  57  Oeo.  3.  are  ex- 
tended to  Ireland.  These  must  include 
s.  4,  giving  the  benefits  of  the  statute  of 
Willia/m  and  Anne.  Otherwise  persons 
tried  in  Ireland  for  treason  under  11  &  12 
Vict.  c.  12.  would  not  be  entitled  to  a  copy 
of  the  indictment  at  all,  for  the  Irish  sta- 
tute of  5  Geo.  3.  only  gives  it  in  indict- 
ments under  25  Ed^jo,  3.  Further,  they 
would  be  liable  to  the  old  barbarous  pun- 
ishment of  treason,  for  in  57  Oeo.  3.  c.  6. 
it  was  thought  necessary  to  insert  a  pro- 
vision, 8.  6,  that  54  Oto.  3.  c.  146.,  altering 
the  punishment  in  high  treason,  should 
apply  to  judgments  under  that  statute. 
There  is  no  such  provision  in  11  <fe  12  VicL 
c.  12. 

If  so,  the  trial  was  bad,  and  the  judg- 
ment must  be  arrested.  The  argument  is 
not  affected  by  the  fact  that  there  is  an 
Irish  Act,  5  Oeo.  3.  c.  21.,  giving  prisoners 
indicted  for  treason  under  the  statute  of 
Edward  3.  a  copy  of  the  indictment,  five 
days  before  the  trial ;  or  by  the  decision  in 
Frost's  (a)  case;  for  in  tliat  case  the  in- 
dictment, &c.,  were  delivered  more  than 
ten  days  before  the  trial,  and  the  objection 
was  that  the  indictment  and  list  of  wit- 
nesses, &c.,  had  not  been  delivered  at  the 
same  time,  and  therefore  the  prisoner  had 
received  a  greater,  and  not,  as  here,  a  less 
advantage  than  the  statute  intended  for 
him. 

Then  the  objection  was  properly  put  on 
the  record  in  the  form  of  a  plea.  It  was 
impossible  for  the  prisoner  to  take  the 
objection  at  an  earlier  period.  In  Fro$i^s 
case  the  judges  held  that  the  prisoner 


(a)  4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  85. 
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1  entitled  to  what  be  claimed,  bnt  that 
his  objection  was  too  late,  not  haying  been 
taken  till  the  Attom&\hQen&ral  was  about 
to  open  the  case  for  tne  prosecution.  In 
consequence  of  the  tribunal  before  which 
the  case  was  argued  not  being  an  open 
Court,  where  the  judges  state  their 
opinions  and  their  reasons,  it  is  not  known 
at  what  period  of  the  proceedings  it  was 
considered  that  the  objection  ought  to 
have  been  taken.  That  question  must, 
therefore,  be  determined  by  the  ordinary 
rules  of  legal  analogy,  all  of  which  are  in 
favour  of  this  objection  beinp;  made  by  a 
plea  in  abatement.  The  prisoner  could 
not  know  till  he  received  the  formal  inti- 
mation from  the  officer  of  the  Coart  that 
the  grand  jury  had  found  a  true  bill 
against  him.  Foster,  in  his  ^' Crown 
Iaw  "  (a),  seems  to  point  out  the  proper 
time.  Speaking  of  the  Statute  1  Ann.  c.  21., 
he  says — 

"  Though  the  Act  mentioneth  ouly  the  copy 
of  the  indictment,  yet  the  prisouer  ought  to 
have  a  copy  of  the  caption  delivered  to  him 
with  the  indictment,  for  this  in  many  cases  is  as 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  conduct  himself  in 
pleading,  as  the  other.  This  is  now  the  con- 
stant practice.  But  if  the  prisoner  pleadeth 
without  a  copy  of  the  caption,  as  some  of  the 
assassins  did,  he  is  too  late  to  make  that  objec- 
tion, or  indeed  any  other  objection  that  tumeth 
upon  a  defect  in  the  copy ;  for  by  pleading  he 
admitted  that  he  hath  had  a  copy  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  intended  by  the  Act'' 

It  is  clear  that  the  prisoner  could  not 
plead  till  the  arraignment,  and  therefore 
that  he  ought  not  to  defer  pleading  on 
this  matter  till  after  that  time. 

The  only  remaining  qaestion  is,  whether 
the  prisoner  could  make  this  ob.iection  the 
subject  of  a  plea  at  all.  It  is  submitted 
that  he  oouid.  This  is  a  dilatory  and 
declinatory  plea,  which,  in  criminal  mat- 
ters, is  the  same  as  a  suspensatory  plea  in 
civil  matters  (Bac.  Abr.  tit.  Pleas  and 
Pleading,  A  326).  It  is  not  a  plea  to  the 
merits,  nor  a  plea  in  bar,  which  would 
put  an  end  to  tne  indictment ;  it  is  a  plea 
stating  that,  by  reason  of  something  which 
is  matter  of  law,  the  prisoner  is  not  bound 
to  answer  at  that  time. 

Ckampton,  J. :  What  judgment  do  you 
say  the  Court  ought  to  have  pronounced  P 

Fitzgerald:  A  remanet ;  Stephen  on 
Pleading,  App.  27,  p.  67n. 

The  old  practice  of  the  parol  demur- 
ring is  precisely  the  same  as  this  declin- 
atory plea.  A  plea  of  excommunication, 
under  the  old  law,  was  of  the  same 
kind.  It  was  not  a  complete  bar  to  the 
proceeding,  but  suspended  it  till  letters  of 
absolution  had  been  obtained.    In  Lord 


(a)  FoBt.  Or  .L.  829. 


Stourton  v.  Pierrepoi/nt  (a)  the  definition  of 
this  kind  of  plea  is  thus  given — 

*'A  plea  in  suspension  of  the  action  is  one 
which  shows  some  ground  for  not  proceeding  in 
the  suit  at  the  present  period,  and  prays  that 
the  pleading  may  be  stayed  until  that  ground  be 
removed." 

In  Starhie  on  Criminal  Pleading,^)  it  is 
said — 

"  The  prisoner  being  brought  to  the  bar  and 
arraigned,  either  stands  mute  or  confesses  the 
charge,  or-  answers  in  one  of  the  follr^wing 
ways  :  First,  by  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction ; 
secondly,  by  a  declinatory  plea;  thirdly,  by  a 
plea  in  abatement  of  the  indictment  for  some 
defect  contained  in  it ;  fourthly,  by  demurrer ; 
fifthly,  by  a  plea  in  bar;  or,  sixthly,  by  the 
general  plea  that  he  is  not  guiltj." 

In  civil  cases  matters  of  this  sort  are 
often  dealt  with  on  motion,  and  are  not 
put  on  the  record.  But  thev  may  likewise 
be  the  subject  of  a  plea,  and  so  be  put  on 
record.  An  objection  to  the  jury,  or  a 
challenge,  whicn  is  matter  of  law,  would 
properly,  under  the  old  law,  have  taken 
place  ore  tenus.  The  law  has  given  the 
prisoner  this  right ;  he  cannot  lawfully  be 
put  on  his  trial  without  having  the  benefit 
of  it;  and  he  may  claim  that  benefit  by 
plea  declinatory.  Aules  of  practice  can- 
not deprive  a  piisoner  of  this  right.  It  is 
not  because  the  judges  of  a  Court  have 
absolute  jurisdiction  over  mere  matters  of 
practice  that  they  can  defeat  a  legal  right, 
bv  treating  it  as  a  matter  of  practice. 
Thus,  they  conld  not  by  any  rule  declara- 
tory of  practice,  say  that  a  trial  should 
take  place  not  before  twelve,  but  before 
six  or  any  smaller  number  of  jurymen. 
Mr.  8tark%6  says,(c) 

"  Declinatory  pleas  were  of  two  kinds ;  first, 
the  plea  of  pnFilege  of  sanctuary,  claimed  under 
certain  restrictions,  protection  from  process, 
and  a  right  of  being  remanded  if  taken  against 
his  will,  without  being  compelled  to  answer  in 
any  Court  of  justice.  This  privilege  was 
abolished  in  the  reign  of  James  1." 

But,  while  it  lasted,  this  was  the  rule 
as  to  the  mode  of  enforcing  it.  The  same 
rule  mnst  apply  here. 

In  Brooics  v.  Hayne,(d)  an  action  for 
costs,  a  plea  that  the  defendant  had  not 
received  a  signed  bill  of  costs,  to  which 
he  was  entitled  by  statute,  was  held  good. 

This  plea  is  not  bad  as  being  pleaded 
to  the  whole  indictment,  whereas  it  is 
only  applicable  to  the  sixth  count,  which 
charges  the  offence  of  compassing  the 
death  of  the  Queen.    That  argument  is 


(a)  3  Lev.  206. 

(6)  Ch.  1,  p.  68,  1st  ed. ;  and  p.  47,  8rd  ed. 
vol.  1.  c.  19,  p.  310. 

(c)  Criminal  Pleading,  vol.  I.  c.  19,  p.  311. 

(d)  3  Salk.  19. 
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founded  on  a  fallacy.  The  plea  is  not 
in  bar  of  the  charge,  bnb  in  delay  of  the 
trial,  and  consequently  cannot  be  applied 
to  some  only  of  the  counts  of  the  indict- 
ment, but  is  in  delay  of  the  trial  of  all 
of  them. 

Fourthly,  prisoner  was  entitled  to  85 
peremptory  cnallenges.  The  word  **  trea- 
son*' in  9  Oeo»  4.  c.  54.  s.  9  is  not  con- 
fined to  petit  treason. 

The  fifth  objection  is  that  which  relates 
to  the  form  of  the  aUocutus,  The  words 
used  are  '*  proceed  to  judgment  against 
him,"  The  form  has  invariably  been 
"judgment  of  death,"  and  a  departure 
from  that  form  constitutes  error  in  the 
proceedings.  The  non-obserrance  of  this 
form  might  make  a  difference  in  pleading 
a  pardon.  Suppose  the  Queen  had  issued 
a  pardon  to  all  persons  found  guilty  of 
treason,  and  sentenced  for  such  treason  at 
Clonmel.  The  record  here  would  not 
show  that  the  prisoner  was  within  the 
terms  of  that  pardon.  The  cases  of  Bex 
V.  W(dcot,{a)  Bex  v.  Sampdentih)  and  Bex 
T.  O^ardt(c)  show  that  such  was  the 
form  in  ancient  times,  and  there  has  been 
nothing  to  authorize  a  departure  from 
those  precedents. 

Lynch,  for  the  Crown :  As  to  the  first 
objection,  to  say  there  is  a  want  of  juris- 
diction is  to  aver  against  the  record, 
which  states  that  the  judges  were  ''ap- 
pointed." Jurisdiction  must  be  intended 
from  the  statement  in  the  caption. 
2  Eawh.  P.O.,  c.  25.  ss.  119,  123.  In  Bex 
V.  Boyce,{d)  Hayes  and  Bice  v.  Beg,  in 
error,  (e)  and  Oogarty  y.  Beg.  in  error  (/) 
the  same  form  of  caption  was  used. 

With  regard  to  the  second  objection, 
levy  ins  war  against  the  King  is  treason, 
not  oxily  under  25  Edw.  3.,  but  also  at 
common  law.  3  Inst.  9.  Hale  says,  2 
P.O.  189— 

"  If  au  offence  were  high  treason  at  common 
law,  and  a  declarative  Act  of  Parliament 
declared  it  so,  as  the  Statute  of  25  Edw.  3.  de 
proditoribuB,  the  iDdictment  is  good  with  a 
conclusion  contra  formam  $tatut,  or  without 
such  conclusion.'* 

Co  Lit.  1416,  The  common  law  of 
England  was  received  into  Ireland  in  the 
time  of  King  John,  Bebides  the  natural 
construction  of  Poyn%ng*$  Law,  is  to  make 
it  treason  to  levy  war  in  Ireland. 

As  to  the  third  objection,  the  prisoner 
was  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 

(a)  4  Mod.  895. 
(6)  1  Trem.  P.C.  87. 

(c)  1  Tiem.  P.C.  88. 

(d)  4  Burr.  2U86. 

(e)  S  Cox  C.C.  105. 
l/)  8  Cox  C.C.  806. 


statutes  of  WUliam  and  Anne,  The 
36  Geo.  3.,  passed  before  the  Union,  could 
not  extend  to  Ireland.  The  57  Oeo.  3. 
merely  extended  and  made  perpetual 
certain  of  its  provisions.  When  a  tern* 
porary  Act  is  extended,  it  is  the  first 
Act  that  forms  the  enactment.  Dingley 
V.  Moore,{a)  Bex  v.  Morgan,(b)  Shipman 
V.  Henbe8t,{c)  Bwarrie  on  Statutes,  2nd  ed., 
p.  528. 

The  Act  of  11  &  12  Vici,  o.  12.  s.  2 
onl^  extends  to  Ireland  **  the  recited  pro- 
visions "  of  36  Oeo.  3.  and  57  Oeo,  3.,  which 
are  left  unrepealed  by  s.  1.  S.  4.  of  57 
Oeo.  3.  is  not  one  of  the  recifed  provisions. 
The  6th  count  of  the  indictment  is  not 
framed  under  57  Oeo,  3.  or  11  &  12  Vict, 
It  is  for  a  constructive  compassing  the 
King's  death,  under  25  Edw,  3. 

Further,  the  plea  praying  judgment 
*'  that  he  be  not  now  compelled  to  anawer 
the  indictment'*  is  bad  for  uncertainty. 
By  the  plea  of  sanctnary  a  certain  judg- 
ment was  demanded — restoration  to  sanc- 
tuary.   This  is  a  plea  to  only  one  count. 

As  to  the  last  objection,  the  form  of 
aUocutiLS  is  sufficient.  Com.  Dig.  tit  In* 
dictment,  N.,  Bern  v,  Oearyt(d)  Bex  v. 
8peke,(e)  4  Bla.  Com.  375,  Sir  John  Per* 
rotfe  case,(/)  Southampton^ e  case.(^) 

Whiteside  in  reply:  As  to  the  second 
objection,  there  is  no  treason  at  common 
law  in  consequence  of  the  obscurity  of 
the  law  and  the  decisions  upon  it.  4  Bla. 
Com.  75,  3  Inst.  21,  1  Hale,  P.C.  86. 
Founing*8  Law  does  not  make  it  treason 
to  levy  war  in  Ireland. 

As  to  the  third  objection,  the  charge 
of  compassing  the  King's  death  in  the 
sixth  count  is  a  charge  affecting  the 
life  of  the  6overeign»  and  is  consequentlv 
within  the  provisions  of  36  Oeo.  3. 
and  57  Oeo.  3.  extended  to  Ireland  by 
11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.  Endangering  the 
government  and  levying  war  to  dethrone 
her  Majesty  and  subvert  the  constitution 
must  endanger  the  life  of  the  sovereign. 
These  Acts  must  be  interpreted  in  the 
same  way  as  25  Edto,  3.  In  these  statutes, 
too,  the  intent  is  the  crime,  the  overt 
act  is  only  the  means.  In  3  Inst.  6, 12, 
Lord  Essex* scBBe,{h)  Lord  Oa6^am'«ca8e,(«) 
Ha/rdy*8  ca8e,{j)  it  is  laid  down  that  it  is 
an  overt  act  of  compassing  the  King's 
death  to  imprison  him  or  endeavour  to 
overthrow  his  government. 


(«)  Cro.  Elii.  750. 
(6)  2  Stf  1066. 
(c)  4  T  R.  109. 
((f)  1  Show.  182. 
(e)  8  Salk.  858. 
(/)  1  St  Tr.  1886. 
(a)  1  St  Tr.  1856. 
(fi)  I  St.  Tr.  1888. 
(t)  1  St  Tr.  226. 
(»  24  St.  Tr.  202.  324. 
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The  AUomey^Omeral  in  reply:  As  to 
the  second  objection,  the  fair  effect  of 
Poyning'8  Law  is  that  the  Acts  previously 
passed  in  England  are  to  have  the  same 
effect  as  if  paraod  in  Ireland  for  Ireland. 
In  some  of  the  cases  concerning  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire'a  fisheries,  a  passage  in  a 
statute  mentioning  all  weirs  between  the 
Trent  and  the  Medw^  was  held  to  apoly 
to  Ireland,  10  Hen.  7.  c.  13.  is  a  legisla- 
tive declaration  that  levying  war  in  Ireland 
is  treason. 

As  to  the  phrase  "compassing  the 
King's  death,"^it8  true  construction  in 
36  Geo,  3.  and  57  Geo.  8.  is  that  it  applies 
only  to  acts  against  the  person  of  the 
sovereign.  If  the  overt  acts  here  charged 
amounted  to  such  a  direct  attempt,  the 
case  would  come  within  39  &  40  Geo,  3. 
c.  93.,  which  deprives  the  prisoner  of 
the  benefit  of  the  statutes  of  William  and 
Anne  in  sucli  cases.  Section  4  of  57  Geo.  3. 
does  not  apply  at  all  to  direct  attempts 
a^inst  the  person  of  the  sovereign  ;  nor 
does  it  regulate  the  method  of  trials  for 
treason  in  Ireland,  which  is  to  be  found 
in  5  Geo.  3.  c.  21.  and  1  Geo.  4.  o.  24. 
The  passing  of  the  latter  statute  is  a  legis- 
lative declaration  that  the  57  Geo.  3.  s.  4 
had  not  extended  the  statutes  of  William 
and  Anm  to  Ireland.  11  &  12  Viot.  o  12. 
expressly  extends  certain  provisions  of 
the  former  statute  to  Ireland;  it  is  a 
necessary  inference  that  the  other  por- 
tions  were  not  extended.     Our  adv.  vuU. 

On  the  23id  and  24th  of  November, 
BuU,  Q.C.,  Napier,  Q.O.,  and  Sir  Colman 
O'Loghlen  were  respectively  heard  for  P. 
O'Donohne,  T.  B.  M'Manus,  and  T.  F. 
Meagher,  who  had  been  convicted  at  the 
same  commission,  and  brought  similar 
writs  of  error.  The  following  additional 
authorities  were  cited. 

Upon  the  Jform  of  the  caption:  Reg. 
V.  0*OonneU,  per  Crampton,  J., (a) ; 
Falker^e  case(ft) ;  2  GahbeU's  Or.  h. 
139,  339;  7  Edw.  3.,  8  Geo.  1.  c.  6.; 
2  Hale  P.O.  167;  Bex  v.  Feai-nley{c) -, 
Br.  Abr.  tit.  Return  Plac.  ^% ;  1  BuUir. 
105;  Fo9t.  0.  L.  4;  Hwrdy*$  case(d) ; 
(yOoigley'e  case(e) ;  Thietletoood'e  case(/) ; 
Froet'^s  case,  Gurney*8  Rep.  Trials,  per 
Paw,  201 ;  3  Edw.  2.  c.  5. ;  13  Edw.  1. 
c.  30. ;  Bex  V.  Hinchey(g) ;  Conway  v. 
Beg.(h)  i  Meeha/rCa  case  (unreported) ;  Bex 
V.  Aikinaon{i). 


(a)  Armst.  &  Trev.  Bep.  59. 

(6)  1  Saund.  248a ;  1  T.B.  320. 

(c)  1  T.B.  816. 

id)  24  St.  Tr.  224. 

(e)  26  St.  Tr.  1202. 

(/)  83  St.  Tr.  696 

(a)  Batty  509. 

(X)  1  Cox  CO.  210 ;  7  Ir.  L.B.  149. 

(0  4  East,  I75n. 


In  support  of  the  argument  that  levying 
war  against  the  Queen  in  Ireland  was  not 
treason :  Poyning'e  Act,  10  Hen.  7.  c.  22. ; 
25  Edw.  3. ;  1  8alk.  324 ;  1  8aunder$,  121a ; 
Whyte  V.  Boeeia);  Battereby  v.  Kirk{b) ;  Sir 
JohnDavies*  Discovery ;  Gahbettv.  Clancey{c) 
(per  Sir  Michael  O'Loghlen),  M.R.;  1  Hale, 
P.O.  155. 

As  to  the  benefits  of  7  &  8  Will.  3.  and 
7  Ann.  c.  21. :  Thiailewood'e  case(c) ;  1  Haie, 
P.O.  108, 130, 266, 322 ;  7  Rep.  106 ;  aUrrifB 
ca9e((2) ;  6th  Rep.  of  Orim.  Law  Oommis- 
sioners;  Oo.  Lit.  1416;  Wright  v.  Ifwr- 
phy(e) ;  Bmedl  v.  Ledsamif) ;  Edwards  v. 
Bishop  of  Exeterig) ;  11  A  12  Vict.  c.  12. ; 
57  Geo.  3.  c.  6. ;  36  Geo.  3.  c.  7. ;  Twyn'e 
case(^) ,  b  &  6  WiU.  4.  (Apportionment 
Act);  Dingley  v.  Moore(%)i  Bac.  Abr., 
Stat.  1,  322 ;  6  Geo.  4.  c.  50.  s.  21. 

As  to  form  of  plea :  Conway  and  Lynch 
V.  Beg.,  per  Ferrin,  J.{j) ;  Mume*9  6om. 
on  the  Law,  247-8;  Alison's  Oriminal 
Law  of  Scotland,  322  ;  LiUy's  Prac.  Reg. 
tit.  Oyer  of  Deed;  LongnetnUe  v.  In* 
habitants  of  Thistleworthlk);  3  <7a.  1.: 
Anonymous(l) ;  Lane  v.  Glenny{m) ;  1  Chitty 
on  PI.  372 ;  1  Saundejs,  9  note b ;  2  Hawk. 
P.O.  c.  32 ;  Hays's  Or.  L.  tit.  Trial ; 
Godson  V.  Good{n) ;  Bex  v.  ShaJcespeareio) ; 
Bex  V.  Westhy(p);  LeBretT.  Papillonlq); 
Beg.  V.  Mitchel.{r) 

On  the  challenge:  10  &  11  Oar.  1.; 
9  Geo.  4.  54. 

As  to  the  alloeutus :  Bex  v.  Garside(s) ; 
Com.  Dig.  Indictment,  N.  ;  Anon  \t) ; 
Rejt.  V.  Walcot(u)',  Co.'s  Entries,  361; 
1  Trem.  P.O.  280,  311 ;  1  Lilly's  Entries, 
241;  Or.  Oirc.  Oom.  29;  4  Bla.  Oom. 
App.  3;  4  Chitty  Or.  L.  391  ;  2  Hale, 
P.O.  55 ;  FefrroiCs  case(t;) ;  Frost's  case(fc) ; 
3    Mod.    117,    170;     The    Duchess    of 


(a)  2  Galo  &  Davison,  812.     ' 

(5)  3  Scott,  11. 

(c)  33  St.  Tr.  681. 

(</)  3  Dyer  298b. 

(e)  Jebb.  &  B.  58. 

(/)  14  M.  &  W.  574. 

(J)  7  Scott,  652. 

(A)  6  St.  Tr.  553. 

(t)  Oro.  Eliz.  750. 

(/)  1  Oox  CO  210;  7  Jr.  L.B.  149. 

(A)  2  Ld.  Baymd.  969 ;  6  Mod.  27. 

(0  8Salk.  119. 

(w)  7  A.  &  K.  88. 

(It)  6  Taan.  587. 

(o)  10  East,  88. 

(j9)  10  East,  85d. 

iq)  4  East,  5o2. 

(r)  6  St.  Tr.  N.  S.  599 ;  3  Cox  CO.  98. 

(*r)  4  N.  &  M.  83. 

(0  3  Mod.  X65. 

(ti)  1  Salk.  371 

(u)  1  St.  Tr.  1826. 

iw)  4  ST.  Tr,  N.  S.  85. 
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Kingston* 8  ca8e(a) ;  The  Dake  of  Norfolk* $ 
CMe{b) ;  Blunt*8  ca8e.(c) 

The  Attomey-OeTieral,  in  reply,  cited 
upon  the  question  of  the  caption :  Vin, 
Abr.  tit.  Error,  554,  t5.  H.  9 ;  2  Hawk.  P.O. 
235;  Beg,  Y,  King.{d) 

Upon  the  error  assigned  upon  the  over- 
ruling the  plea :  6  Geo,  1.  c.  51,;  Bwarris 
on  Stat.  503-4. 


January  16, 1849. 

Judgment. 

Blackbubne,  L.G.J. :  In  tliese  several 
cases  Writs  of  Error  have  been  brought 
to  reverse  the  judgments  and  convictions 
for  High  Treason  pronounced  at  a  special 
.  sessions  under  a  Commission  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery  for  the 
county  of  Tipperary.  The  errors  as- 
signed, and  which  have  been  argued,  are 
the  same  in  all,  and  I  shall  consider  them 
in  the  order  in  which  they  have  been 
argued  at  the  bar. 

The  first  is  to  the  caption  of  the  indict* 
ment,  that  it  does  not  show  with  suffici- 
ent certainty  that  the  commissioners  of 
oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery,  be- 
fore whom  the  convictions  were  haa,  had 
authority  to  hold  the  special  sessions. 
The  caption  states  that  at  a  special  ses- 
sions of  oyer  and  terminer  and  gaol  de- 
livery beforo  the  two  Chief  Justices  and 
Mr.  Justice  Moore,  **  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed'*  to  hear  and  determine,  and  from 
lime  to  time,  as  need  should  be»  to  de- 
liver the  gaols  by  virtue  of  a  commission 
under  the  great  seal  of  Ireland,  directed 
to  them  and  others,  it  was  found  and  pre- 
sented, &o.  It  is  contended  that  this  repre- 
sents the  commission  as  conferring  a  joint 
authoiity  on  the  three  judges  named,  and 
others.  If  this  were  so,  the  objection 
would  be  well  founded ;  but  I  think  this 
is  not  the  import  of  the  caption.  It  con- 
tains two  averments,  each  independent  of, 
and  distinct  from,  the  other :  one,  that 
the  three  judges  were  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed to  hear  and  determine  ;  the  other, 
that  the  commission  whereby  they  were 
80  appointed  was  directed  to  them  and  to 
others.  Each  of  these  averments  refers  to 
a  different  matter :  one,  the  direction  and 
address  to  all  the  commissioners:  the 
other,  to  the  o]>erative  part  of  the  instru- 
ment: so  distinct  are  these  from  each 
other,  that  the  address  contains  not  the 
least  intimation  of  the  contents  of  the 
patent,  or  of  the  authority  it  confers.  Both 
of  these  being  matter  of  record  cannot  be 

(o)  20  St  Tr.  625. 
(6)  1  St.  Tr.  1031. 
(c)  lb,  1446. 
(rf)  7  Mod.  151. 


averred  against,  and  mu^t  be  taken  to  be 
true;  nor  is  there  any  reason  whv  they 
should  not  be  both,  in  fact,  true.  A  com- 
mission may  be  directed  to  many,  and 
authorize  them  to  f  al61  its  duties  severally 
as  well  as  jointly. 

The  arguments  for  the  plaintiffs  in  error 
assume  that,  because  the  commission  was 
directed  to  others  besides  the  three  who 
acted,  the  statement,  that  those  three 
were  nominated  and  appointed,  is  neces- 
sarily falsified.  But  there  is  no  contra^ 
diction  between  them;  and  it  would  be 
against  all  right  and  reason  that  one 
should  be  used  to  disprove  the  other,  both 
standing  on  the  same  authority,  and  being, 
therefore,  entitled  to  the  same  credit.  Nor 
are  the  consequences  of  the  assumption  we 
are  required  to  make  to  be  ligntly  re- 
garded; they  are  no  less  than  the  incul- 
pation of  the  officer  in  making  a  false 
entry,  and  of  the  judges  in  the  ille^ 
usurpation  and  exercise  of  the  authority 
of  this  commission.  There  is  no  authority 
to  warrant  such  an  assumption;  and  it 
appears  to  conflict  with  the  role  of  law,  in 
favour  of  judicial  and  official  acts,  omnia 
presunmntur  rite  esse  ocia— a  rule  which 
might  very  reasonably  be  applied  in  the 
present  case  if  it  were  neoessarjr  (which  it 
IS  not)  to  maintain  the  proceedings  of  the 
High  Court,  which  is  contended  to  have 
inquired  and  decided  without  jurisdiction. 

English  precedents  have  been  referred 
to,  to  show  that  the  caption  in  the  present 
case  deviates  from  them  in  form.  Now, 
we  must  remember,  that  the  caption  is  the 
minute  or  record  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  of  the  proceedings  in  court,  and  of 
the  commission  which  is  delivered  to  him 
by  the  particular  judges,  to  whom  it  is 
issued  by  the  Crown  to  be  executed,  and 
is  then  read  by  him  in  open  court.  As  the 
contents  of  such  commissions  may  vary  in 
a  vast  variety  of  particulars,  so  must  the 
forms  of  the  captions.  The  precedents  of 
commissions  in  England  show  that  they 
differ  from  the  forms  of  commissions  in 
Ireland.  We  have  judicial  knowledge 
that  the  commissions  for  the  circuits  here 
are  joint  and  several,  and  may  be  executed 
by  one,  two,  or  more  judges.  I  have  had 
a  search  made  for  the  forms  of  commis- 
sions in  the  Hanaper  Office,  and  except  in 
commissions  for  counties  of  cities  and 
towns,  in  which,  as  is  general  in  English 
commissions,  there  is  a  quorum  clause,  all 
commissions  of  oyer  and  terminer  and 
gaol  delivery,  whether  general  or  special, 
are  joint  and  several,  and  authorize  their 
execution,  by  one,  two,  or  more  of  the 
judges  named  in  them.  I  have  also  had 
a  search  made  for  the  captions  of  indict- 
ments in  this  court  returned  on  writs  of 
error  and  eerUorari;  and,  iJthough  in  a 
great  many  cases  the  ground  of  objection 
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that  is  assigned  to  the  present  case  does 
not  exist,  yet  there  are  sixteen  precedents 
in  the  form  of  that  before  ns  in  the  cer- 
tiorari returns,  and  within  a  rery  short 
time ;  eight  exactly  similar  captions  of 
indictments  areretamed  on  writs  of  error, 
and  in  none  of  those  was  the  matter  of  this 
objection  ever  alleged  to  be  error. 
It  is,  therefore,  very  obvious  from  the 

Srecedents  of  commissions  in  use  in  Ire- 
knd,  that  a  commission  ia  the  ordinary 
form  woald  be  truly  described  and  re- 
corded, if  it  were  stated  to  be  a  commis- 
sion directed  to  three  and  others,  whereby 
three  were  nominaced  and  appointed  to 
execute  it.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the 
present  form  was  adopted  to  suit  that  of 
the  commission ;  and  for  these  reasons  I 
think  these  captions  are  not  erroneous. 

As  I  am  the  legal  depository  of  this 
commission,  I  think  it  is  not  impossible 
that,  if  I  were  silent  as  to  its  contents,  it 
might  be  erroneously  supposed  that  this 
caption  is  upheld  by  reasoning  and  argu- 
ments whic&  the  production  of  the  com- 
mission would  refute.  I  think  it  right  to 
say,  that  any  one,  two,  or  more  of  the. 
judges  are  expressly  authorized  to  execute 
it ;  and  there  is  no  foundation,  in  fact,  for 
the  objection,  that  the  Court  below  had 
not  jurisdiction. 

The  second  objection  is,  that  it  is  not, 
and  neyer  was,  hi^h  treason  to  levy  war 
against  the  Sovereign  of  these  realms  in 
Ireland.  As  I  entirely  dissent  from  the 
position  and  grounds  on  which  that  is 
rested,  and  think  it  is  important,  and 
mean  to  state  my  reasons  for  doing  so,  I 
shall  not  dwell  on  the  answers  suggested 
by  the  numerous  precedents  of  indict- 
ments in  Ireland  on  which  convictions 
have  been  had,  and  which  contain  connts 
for  levying  war ;  nor  shall  I  do  more  than 
express  my  concurrence  in  the  position 
that  this  was  treason  by  the  common  law, 
of  which  the  25th  of  Edw.  3.  was  only 
declaratory. 

I  come,  therefore,  at  once  to  consider  the 
proposition,  whether  the  25th  of  Edw.  3. 
became  the  law  in  Ireland  by  10  Hen.  7., 
c.  22.,  caUed  Poyning's  Act.  It  is  admitted 
that  Poyning*8  Act  made  the  25th  of 
Edw,  3.  law  in  Ireland,  with  respect  to 
compassing  the  death  of  the  Sovereign ; 
but  It  is  denied  that  it  made  the  offence 
of  levying  war  treason  in  Ireland,  be- 
cause, it  is  said,  we  must  read  Poyning^e 
Act  as  if  it  contained  the  words  ''his 
realm,"  and  used  them  in  the  same 
sense  as  they  were  used  in  the  statute  of 
Edf4fard— that  is,  as  meaning  England, 
then  the  only  realm  of  the  Kin^.  If  we 
yield  to  this  argument,  Foynmg's  Act 
most  be  understood  and  read  to  enact 
that   it    shall  be   treason    to   levy  war 


against  the  King  in  his  realm — that  is,  in 
England — which  would  be  utterly  nugatory 
and  absurd.  What  could  be  the  use  or  mean- 
ing of  enacting,  by  an  Irish  statute,  that 
that  was,  or  should  be,  treason  in  England, 
which  was,  and  had  been  always  so  by  the 
common  law,  or,  at  all  events,  from  the 
reign  of  Edward  3.  ?  The  Irish  Parlia- 
ment had  no  ri^ht  to  declare  or  to 
enact  what  should  be  law  in  England. 
But  if  we  must  read  Poyning't  Act  as  if 
it  used  the  very  words  "  his  realm,"  and 
if  they  cannot,  without  leading  to  the  most 
absard  consequences,  be  understood  to 
mean  England,  I  can  see  no  reason,  why 
they  should  not  be  held  to  mean  Ireland 
as  the  King's  realm  or  territory,  over 
which  he  exercised  sovereign  authority  by 
any  style  or  title,  and  for  which  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Irish  Parliament  to 
legislate. 

That  this  is  the  effect  of  Poyning*8  Act, 
is  established  by  the  authority  referred  to 
in  the  course  of  the  argument  by  my 
Brother  Perrin,  Co.  Lit.  141,  6.  That 
states  that  Poyning*8  Act  enacted,  that 
all  the  statutes  made  in  the  ^realm  of 
England  before  that  time,  should  be  in 
force  and  put  in  use  in  this  realm  of  Ire- 
land. And  to  the  same  effect  is  the 
passage  in  1  Hale,  P.O.  147,  which  refers 
to  25  Edw,  3.  as  one  of  the  affirmative  acts 
which  were  introduced  into  Ireland  and 
made  it  treason  to  levy  war  therein.  That 
this  is  the  true  meaning  and  effect  of 
Poyning*8  Act  will  be  so  obvious  as  to 
preclude  all  doubt  on  simply  referring  to 
Its  language.    After  reciting  that — 

<' There  are  divers  good  and  profitable  statutes 
made  in  the  realm  of  Eofifland,  whereby  the  said 
realm  is  ordered  and  brought  to  great  prosperity, 
aud  by  all  likelihood  so  will  this  land  if  the  said 
statutes  were  used  and  executed  in  the  same,  it 
is  enacted.  That  all  statutes  of  late  made  within 
the  said  realm,  concerning  and  belonging  to  the 
public  weal,  shall,  from  henceforth,  be  deemed 
good  and  effectual  in  the  law  ;  and  over  that,  be 
accepted,  used,  and  executed  in  this  land  of 
Ireland  in  all  points  and  at  all  times,  according 
to  the  tenor  aud  effect  of  the  same,  and  over 
that  by  authority  aforesaid,  that  they,  and  every 
of  tliem,  be  authorized,  proved,  and  confirmed 
in  this  land." 

The  mere  perusal  of  this  language  makes 
it  impossible  to  doubt  that  it  was  intended 
that  the  same  offence  which  would  be 
treason  in  England  should  be  treason  if 
committed  in  Ireland.  But  if  any  doubt 
still  remained  on  the  subject,  it  would  be 
removed  by  5  Geo,  3.  c.  21.,  the  Irish 
statute,  which  enacts,  that  any  person 
indicted  in  Ireland,  under  25  Edw,  3. 
shall  have  a  copy  of  the  iudiotment,  and 
counsel  assigned  to  defend  him.  This  re* 
oognizeB  and  acts  on  the  liability  of  a 
party  to  be  indicted  in  Ireland  for  any  of 
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the  offences  which,  committed  here,  are 
declared  to  he  treason  hj  that  Act,  and  of 
coarse  includes  the  levying  of  war  against 
the  Queen.  For  these  reasons,  I  think 
that  the  second  cause  of  error  is  utterly 
insupportable. 

The  next  cause  of  error  is  the  disallow- 
ance of  the  pleas,  ayerring  that  the  copy  of 
the  indictment  and  liste  of  witnesses  and 
jurors  were  not  delivered  ten  days  before 
trial  pursuant  to  7  Ann.  c.  21. 

Amongst  other  objections,  the  Grown 
has  strongly  insisted,  that  this  was  ground 
of  motion,  not  of  plea.  If  we  should 
decide,  that  for  that  reason  only,  or  for 
any  matter  of  form,  the  pleas  were 
invalid,  the  judges  who  presided  below, 
and  who  refused  the  application  by  motion 
to  postpone  the  trials,  would  undoubtedly 
adopt  a  course,  by  which  the  consequences 
of  their  mistake  would  be  obviated.  So 
that  I  feel  myself  bound  to  consider  what 
are  the  real  merits  of  the  case  made  by  the 
pleas ;  that  is,  were  the  prisoners  entitled 
to  be  served  with  copies  of  the  indict- 
ments, and  lists  of  the  witnesses  and  panel, 
ten  days  before  they  were  called  upon  to 

Elead  ?  or  as  two  of  the  pleas  put  it,  to  the 
enefits  given  to  persons  ctiarged  with 
treason  by  the  English  Act  of  the  7  Ann. 
c.  21.P 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  in  error 
contend  they  are  so  entitled  by  the  4th 
section  of  the  Act  of  67  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  This 
Act  of  the  Imperial  Legislature,  they 
argue,  is  unrepealed  and  in  force  in  Ire- 
land. On  the  part  of  the  Crown  it  is 
insisted,  that  this  section  of  that  Act  did 
not,  and  does  not,  extend  to  Ireland.  The 
counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  in  error,  in  the 
second  place  contend,  that  even  though 
this  section  of  the  Act  of  57  Oeo.  3.  did 
not  originally  extend  to  Ireland,  yet  that 
by  the  Act  of  11  &  12  Vict  c.  12.  it  has  now 
become  the  law  of  Ireland.  This  is  con- 
troverted by  the  counsel  for  the  Crown 
who  also  insist,  that,  were  the  effect  of 
11  &  12  Vict,  such  as  it  is  contended  to  be, 
the  present  indictments  are  not  so  framed, 
as  that  the  plaintiffs  in  error  can  take  any 
benefit  from  it.  These  are  the  three  dis- 
tinct propositions  which  I  now  proceed  to 
consioer. 

In  considering  these  important  questions 
it  is  necessary  to  refer  to  the  state  of  the 
law  both  in  England  and  in  Ireland  when 
these  different  statutes  were  pas.sed.  The 
Act  of  the  25  Edw,  3.  amongst  other 
things  declared  it  to  be  treason  to  com- 
pass the  death  of  the  Sovereign.  The 
actual  death  of  the  Sovereign,  in  the 
literal  sense  of  the  word,  is,  and  was 
always,  held  to  be  what  the  statute  meant ; 
but  in  administering  this  law  it  was 
always    held  to   include,    not    only    an 


attempt  meditated*  directly  against  the 
person,  but  designs  to  subvert  the  autho- 
rity and  power  of  the  Monarch,  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  would  naturally  put 
his  life  in  peril.  Both  were  equally  de- 
signs against  the  person,  and  equally  trea- 
son. The  English  Act  of  7  <fc  8  WiU,  3. 
c.  3.  made  it  necessary  in  cases  of  treason 
to  prove  the  overt  act  or  acts  by  two 
witnesses,  and  entitled  the  party  charged 
to  a  copy  of  the  indictment  five  daysbe^re 
trial,  and  to  have  counsel  assigned  to  him 
for  his  defence.  The  English  statute  of 
7  Anne  0. 21.  entitled  persons  so  charged  to 
a  copy  of  the  indictment,  and  a  list  of  the 
names  of  witnesses  and  jurors,  ten  days 
before  trial.  This  latter  Act  was  not 
followed  by  auv  Act  of  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment. The  only  Act  passed  in  Ireland 
before  the  Union  on  this  subject  was  the 
5  Oeo.  3.  c.  21. ;  this  was  an  Act  for  the 
better  regulating  trials  in  cases  of  liigh 
treason  under  the  25  Edw.  3.,  and  entitled 
every  person  so  charged  to  a  copy  of  the 
indictment  five  days  before  trial,  and  to 
have  counsel  assigned. 
•  The  next  statute  is  the  English  statute 
of  36  Oeo.  3.  c.  7.,  entitled— 

•*  An  Act  for  the  *iafefy  and  prevenration  of 
his  M^jeety'8  person  and  goverauient  against 
treasonnble  and  seditious  practices  and  at- 
tempts." 

The  provisions  of  the  Ibt  section  of  this 
Act  must  hereafter  be  particularly  re- 
ferred to;  I  shall  only  observe  here, 
that  they  were  as  to  some  treasons 
declaratory,  and  as  to  others  enacting; 
that  the  treasons  it  deals  with  appear 
to  be  divisible  into  two  distinct  Classes 
—one  relating  to  treasonable  attempts 
as  against  the  person  of  King  George  3. 
or  of  his  heirs,  the  other  to  treason- 
able practices  and  attempts  against  his 
government;  that  the  Act  was  tempor- 
ary—to continue  for  the  life  of  his  uien 
Majesty,  and  until  the  end  of  the  session 
of  Parliament  next  after  his  demise ;  and, 
lastly,  that  although  the  offences  thereby 
made  treason  wiu  have  that  character, 
whether  committed  within  the  realm  or 
without,  yet  the  persons  charged  with 
them  were  triable  only  by  courts  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction  in  England.  The  5th 
section  provided,  that  every  person  who 
should  be  indicted  for  any  offence  made 
or  declared  to  be  treason  by  that  Act 
should  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the 
Acts  of  King  WiUtam  and  Queen  Anne. 
This  enactment,  so  far  as  it  related  to  per* 
sons  charged  with  a  treason  as  to  which 
the  Act  was  declaratory  would  seem  to 
have  been  unnecessary,  for  the  Acts  of 
Kin^  WiUiam  and  Queen  Anne  were,  and 
oontmued,  in  full  force.  But  this  Act  made 
the  course  of  proceeding  in  England  in 
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all  cases  of  treason  precisely  uniform,  and 
put  all  persons  charged  with  offences  made 
treason  by  this  Act  upon  the  same  footing 
as  persons  indicted  under  25  Edw.  3. 
Soon  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  the 
English  Parliament  found  it  necessary  to 
deprive  of  the  benefits  of  the  Acts  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Anne,  persons  who 
should  compass  the  death  of  the  then  King, 
and  commit  an  overt  act  of  direct  violence 
against  his  person  ;  and,  accordingly,  the 
39  &  40  Geo.  3.  c.  93.,  enacted,  that  when 
the  overt  acts  were  assassination  or  direct 
attempts  against  the  life  or  person  of  the 
Sovereign,  the  person  charged  should  be 
tried  as  in  cases  of  murder. 

Such  in  England  was  the  law  under 
these  temporary  Acts  at  the  time  when  the 
57  Oeo.  8.  c.  6.  was  passed ;  it  is  entitled — 

**  An  Act  to  make  perpetual  certain  parts  of 
the  Act  of  the  86  Geo.  8.,  and  for  the  safety  and 
presenration  of  his  Boyal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent  against  treasonable  and  seditious  prac- 
tices and  attempts." 

The  1st  section  recites  the  1st  section  of 
36  (ho.  3.,  and  that  it  is  necessary  and  ex- 
pedient that  such  of  the  provisions  of  the 
said  Act  as  would  expire  at  the  end  of  the 
session  of  Parliament  next  after  the  de- 
mise of  the  Crown,  should  be  further  con- 
tinued and  made  perpetual ;  and  it  enacts, 
that  all  the  recited  provisions  which  relate 
to  the  heirs  and  successors  of  his  Majesty, 
the  Sovereign  of  these  realms,  should  all 
be,  and  the  same  are  thereby  made  per- 
petual. The  2nd  section  extends  to  the 
Prince  Regent  the  same  protection  which 
36  Oeo.  3.  enacts  in  relation  to  the  then 
Sovereign,  making  it  treason  to  compass 
bis  death ;  and  the  3rd  extends  the  provi- 
sions of  the  39  &  40  Geo.  3.  to  the  case  of 
direct  attempts  against  the  Regent's  per- 
son. The  4th  section  enacts,  that  any 
person  who  shall  at  any  time  be  accused, 
indicted,  or  prosecuted,  for  any  offence 
made  or  declared  to  be  high  treason  by 
thb  Act,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  A.cts  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne, 
save  in  cases  of  high  treason  in  compass- 
ing the  death  of  any  heir  or  successor  of 
his  Majesty,  or  the  death  of  the  Prince 
Regent,  where  the  overt  act  alleged  shall 
be  assassination  or  any  direct  attempt 
against  the  life  or  person.  This  section 
i^  a  repetition  of  the  5th  section  of  the 
36  Qeo.  8.,  but  it  excludes  from  its  opera- 
tion the  cases  of  treason  specified  in  the 
39  &  40  Qeo.  3.,  without  however  providing, 
M  that  Act  did,  that  they  should  be  tried 
as  cases  of  murder.  It  is  perfectly  ob- 
vious that  this,  the  4th  section  of  57  Geo.  3., 
bad  reference  to  persons  who  might  be  in- 
dicted when  ana  after  the  operation  of 
tiie  1st  section  should  commence,  that  is, 
at  the  end  of  the  session  of  Parliament 
next  after  the  demise  of  King  George  3. 

86S84. 


I  (i.)  The  first  question  therefore  is,  could 
'  an  indictment  after  that  time  be  main- 
'  tained  in  Ireland  for  any  of  the  offences 
made  treason  by  the  57  Geo.  3.  P  It  is 
contended  that  Ireland  is  included,  be- 
!  cause  it  is  not  excluded  in  express  terms. 
'  The  rule  of  construction  on  which  this 
argument  rests  must  obviously  be  under- 
stood with  a  great  deal  of  qualification. 
However  general  the  words  of  the  Act  may 
be,  the  object  and  nature  of  these  enact- 
ments may  make  it  necessary  to  read  and 
construe  them  in  a  restricted  sense,  and 
to  hold  that  they  could  not  have  been 
intended  to  operate  according  to  their 
very  letter.  Whatever  be  the  value  of  the 
argument  from  the  omission  of  the  words 
of  express  exclusion,  it  is  certain  that  the 
statute  does  not  contain  any  indication  of 
an  intention  so  to  extend  it,  or  to  extend 
it  so  as  to  include  any  subject  or  confer 
any  power  which  the  36  Geo.  3.  would  not 
have  included  or  conferred,  had  it  been  per- 
petual ah  initio.  The  title,  the  preamble, 
the  recital  of  all  the  English  Acts  have  all 
one  single,  common,  and  I  think  exclusive 
object — namely,  to  continue  and  per- 
petuate the  recited  provisions  of  the  Eng- 
lish statute.  That  object  is  strictly  and 
simply  executed  in  terms  which  show  that 
there  was  no  second  or  ulterior  purpose. 
Indeed,  I  cannot  reconcile  the  plain  mean- 
ing of  the  words  *^  continue  and  perpe- 
tuate "  with  any  other  idea  or  intention, 
than  that  the  law  as  it  was  should  so  con- 
tinue after  the  time  limited  for  its  dura- 
tion, from  which  time  its  duration  was  to 
be  enlarged  and  it  was  to  become  per- 
petual. Not  only  is  any  other  intention 
at  variance  witli  the  proper  and  common 
sense  of  the  words  usea,  but  it  is  estab- 
lished by  authority  that  the  mere  con- 
tinuation of  an  Act  leaves  unaltered  the 
meaning  and  effect  of  its  terms.  Lord 
Hardtoicke  says,  in  the  case  of  Rex  v. 
Morgan  (a) — 

"  When  an  Act  is  continued,  every  one  is  estopped 
from  saying  that  it  is  not  in  force.'* 

And  in  Bingley  v.  Moore,(h)  it  was  held 
that,  when  an  Act  which  created  an  offence 
was  made  perpetual  without  any  new 
addition  or  alteration,  the  offence  may 
well  be  supposed  against  the  form  of  the 
first  statute,  for  that  is  made  to  continue. 
This  is  the  very  case  before  us,  for  not  the 
least  addition  or  alteration  is  made  in  the 
nature  or  character  of  the  offences  recited 
and  continued. 

But  suppose  it  possible  (which  I  confess 
I  do  not)  to  doubt  the  meaning  of  this 
section,  can  we  ascribe  to  it  the  object 
contended  for,  that  of  making  all  these 

(a)  2  Str.,  1066. 
(6)  Cro.  Elii.  760. 
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offences  treason  in  Ireland  cognizable 
by  the  legal  tribunals  of  Ireland,  and 
assimilating  the  proceedings  here  to 
those  which  are  established  by  tJie  English 
statutes  of  King  WUliam  and  Queen  Anne? 
We  must  keep  m  mind  that  the  Act  of  the 
36  Geo,  3.  was  not  to  expire  until  the  end 
of  the  session  of  Parliament  next  after 
the  death  of  King  Oeorge  3.  Until  that 
time  the  67  Oeo.  3.,  extending  it,  could 
have  no  immediate,  present,  or  practical 
effect  in  England.  Was  it  then  to  have 
immediate  effect  in  Ireland  P  Thei-e  is 
nothing  in  the  Act  to  warrant  that 
position.  If,  then,  it  was  to  commence 
in  both  countries  at  the  same  time, 
that  is,  at  the  end  of  the  session  of  Par- 
liament next  after  the  demise  of  King 
Oeorge  3.,  that  postponement  is  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  alleged  intention  to 
assimilate  the  law  and  practice  of  the  two 
countries;  in  the  meantime  they  would 
remain  as  dissimilar  as  they  had  always 
been.  Indeed,  if  any  such  an  assimila- 
tion was  intended,  I  cannot  conceive  any 
rational  object  of  deferring  it  for  such  a 
period.  But,  not  only  would  the  assimila- 
tion be  future  and  reversionary,  but  at  the 
utmost  it  would  be  partial  and  highlv  in- 
convenient. The  proceedings  in  Ireland 
would  be  assimilated  only  when  the  treason 
is  one  of  those  in  36  Oeo,  3.  c.  7.,  so  that  in 
all  other  cases,  that  for  example  of  levying 
war,  the  persons  charged  would  be  only 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  Acts  which 
regulate  the  proceedings  in  Ireland.  So 
that  if  the  levying  of  war  be  laid  as  an 
overt  act  of  compassing  the  death  of  the 
Sovereign,  as  it  may,  the  course  of  pro- 
ceedings will  be  different  firom  that  where 
the  same  fact  is  charged  as  a  substantive 
treason.  I  cannot,  I  confess,  bring  myself 
to  think  that  a  construction  of  the  words 
of  this  Act  is  rational  or  possible,  which 
leads  to  such  consequences. 

There  is  the  further  important  con- 
sideration, that  the  provisions  of  36  Oeo.  3. 
are  penal  in  the  hignest  decree,  and  there- 
fore not  to  be  extended  by  construction. 
BeHt  O.J,  in  the  case  of  Fletcher  v. 
8onde$,{a)  says— 

"*  Penal  Laws'  are  to  be  constraed  strictly, 
that  no  case  shoatd  be  holden  to  be  reached  by 
them,  bat  such  as  come  within  both  the  letter 
and  the  spirit  of  the  law.'' 

Were  we  to  suppose  the  case  of  a  person 
indicted  in  Ireland  under  this  Act,  I  cannot 
discover  on  what  grounds  it  could  be  con- 
tended that  he  was  within  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  a  law,  which  was  not  at  its  origin 
the  law  of  Ireland,  which  there  was  no 
intention  expressed  of  extending  to  Ire- 
land, and  which,  by  being  perpetuated  as 

(a)  8  Bing.  680. 


it  was,  fulfilled  all  that  we  can  reasonably 
imagine  the  Legislature  to  have  contem- 
plated. 

Great  stress  has  been  laid  by  the  counsel 
for  the  plaintiffs  in  error  on  the  recital  of 
the  Act  of  the  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  that 
doubts  are  entertained  whether  the  recited 
provisions  of  the  36  Oeo.  3.,  made  perpetual 
by  57  Oeo.  3.,  extend  to  Ireland.  These 
doubts,  it  is  to  be  observed,  do  not  relate  to 
the  4th  section  57  Oeo.  3.,  or  to  the  qoestion 
whether  persons  indicted  in  Ireland  for 
compassing  the  Queen's  death,  under  the 
25  Jkldfv.  3. ,  are  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
the  English  statutes  of  King  William  and 
Queen  Anne.  But  it  has  been  argued  that 
the  expression  of  these  doubts  as  to  the 
1st  section,  and  the  omission  of  any  such 
expression  as  to  the  4th,  show  that  there 
was  no  doubt  that  the  latter  section  ex- 
tended to  Ireland.  This  is  perfectly  arbi- 
trary, and  may  be  met  by  as  positive  an 
assertion  on  the  part  of  the  Grown,  that 
no  doubt  was  expressed  for  a  very  opposite 
reason — namely,  because  it  was  plain 
that  the  4th  section  did  nqt  extend  to 
Ireland. 

But  we  have  what  not  only  decides 
which  of  these  inferences  or  assertions  is 
the  correct  one,  but  is  almost  decisive  of 
the  whole  matter  in  controversy.  The  Act 
of  the  1  &  2  Oeo.  4.  c.  24.  is  conversant  willi 
the  very  subject  of  the  course  of  trials  for 
hi^h  treason  in  Ireland.  It  begins  by  re- 
citing two  of  the  provisions  of  t£e  English 
statute,  7  4  8  WiU.  3.  c.  3.— one  requiring 
two  witnesses  to  the  overt  act  or  overt  acts 
of  treason ;  and  the  other,  that  no  person 
shall  be  indicted  unless  the  indictment  be 
found  within  three  years  after  the  treason 
committed.  It  then  recites  that  these  re- 
cited enactments  do  not  extend  to  Ireland, 
and  that  it  is  expedient  just  and  reasonable 
that  they  should,  and  it  enacts  that  they 
shall  be  so  extended.  This  directly  con- 
tradicts the  assertion  that  this  statute  of 
King  William  had  already  and  theretofore 
been  extended  to  Ireland ;  and  at  the  same 
time  refutes  the  same  assertion  as  to  the 
Act  of  Queen  Anne,  as  both  rest  on  exactly 
the  same  grounds,  and  if  the  Act  of  the 
57  Oeo.  3,  did  not  so  extend  the  one,  it 
could  not  possibly  have  extended  the  other. 
These  various  reasons  have  induced  me 
to  come  to  the  conclusion,  without  any 
doubt,  that  the  1st  and  4th  sections  of  the 
Act  of  the  57  Oeo.  3.  do  not  extend  to  Ire- 
land, nor  is  the  conclusion  in  anv  degree 
weakened  by  the  circumstance  that  some 
of  the  other  sections  of  the  Act  do  or  may 
relate  to  Ireland. 

(ii.)  I  now  proceed  to  consider  the 
second  argument,  founded  on  the  pro- 
visions of  11  <fe  12  Vict.  c.  12.  The  Ist 
section  of  this  Act  repeals  all  the  reoited 
provisions  of  36  Geo.  3.  made  perpetual  by 
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57  Qeo*  3.»  and  all  the  proyisions  of  the 
57th  in  relation  thereto,  save  those  which 
it  enomerates.  The  2nd  section  declares 
and  enacts  that  such  of  the  said  recited 
provisions  made  perpetual  by  the  Act  of 
the  57  Geo,  3.  as  are  not  thereb^r  repealed, 
shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  in  Ireland. 
What  the  recited  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
the  36  Oeo.  3.  not  thereby  repealed  are, 
there  is  not  the  least  difficulty  in  ascer- 
taining. They  are  such  as  relate — I  copy 
the  very  words — ^to 

«  The  compasding,  devising,  or  intending  death 
or  destruction,  or  any  bodily  harm  tending  to 
death  or  destruction,  maiming,  wounding,  im- 
prisonment, or  restraint  of  the  person  of  the  heirs 
or  successors  of  King  George  8.,  and  the  ex 
pressing,  uttering,  ana  declaring  such  compass- 
ings,  &c." 

These  are  the  recited  provisions,  and  the 
only  recited  provisions  of  36  Oeo,  3.  made 
perpetual  bv  57  Oeo.  3.  which  are  left 
unrepealed  by  the  1st  section  of  11  &  12 
Vict  c.  12.,  and  of  necessity  they  are  the 
only  provisions  which  by  the  2nd  section 
are  made  law  in  Ireland.    The  4th  section 
of  the  Act  of  57  Oeo.  3.  is  not,  and  could 
not,  be  amongst  the  recited  provisions,  so 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  it  became 
the  law  or  of   force  in  Ireland.     But, 
although  not  included  or  referred  to  in 
the  2nd  section  of  11  A;  12  Vict  c.  12.,  it 
is  argued  that  it  was  not  repealed  by  the 
Ist  section,  but  was  included  in  the  ex- 
ception contained  in  the  same  Ist  section, 
and  that  it  is  therefore  still  in  force,  and 
available  to  persons  who  may  be  indicted 
in  England,  and  from  this  it  is  inferred 
that  it  is  also  in  force  in  Ireland.    But  no 
such  inference  can,   in  my  opinion,   be 
made;    for,  giviuj^  to  the  exception  the 
effect  contended  for — assuming,  that  is, 
that  the  4th  section  of  57  Oeo.  3.  is  in- 
cluded in  the  exception  contained  in  the 
Ist  section  of  11  &  12  Vicb.  o.  12.,  the  con- 
sequence is,  not  that  it  is  to  be  in  force 
in  Ireland,  but  that  the  law  in  that  respect 
is  to  remain  unchanged,  and  that  the  4th 
section  must  continue  to  be,  as  it  had  been, 
the  law  of  England.    Any  other  construc- 
tion would  be  repugnant  to  the  language 
and  intention  of  the  Legislature ;  whue 
this,  adhering  to  the  words  of  the  Act,  con- 
tinues the  course  of  the  proceedings  in 
both  countries  as  it  had  been  tlieretofore 
regulated  by  the  several  statutes  which 
have  been  so  often  referred  to.    This  doses 
the  observations  I  have  to  make  on  the 
second  of  those  questions. 

But  before  I  leave  it,  it  is  necessary  to 
notice  an  argument  of  the  counsel  for 
the  plaintiffs  in  error.  They  contend 
that,  if  the  4th  section  of  57  O^,  3. 
be  not  held  to  extend  to  Ireland,  a  per- 
son indicted  here  under  11  &   12    Vict 


c.  12.  s.  2  for  any  of  the  treasons  created 
by  86  Oeo.  3. — for  example,  the  treason  of 
compassing  to  maim  or  wound — cotdd  not 
in  his  defence  havo  any  benefit  from  the 
Irish  statutes,  and  must  be  sentenced 
to  undergo  the  barbarous  punishment 
of  treason  at  common  law.  I  cannot 
adopt  this  view  of  the  case  as  affording 
grounds  for  questioning  the  conclusion 
which  I  think  is  the  plain  and  just  result 
of  such  a  great  number  of  considerations. 
But  though  I  think,  from  the  terms  in 
which  5  Oeo.  3.  o,  21.  is  expressed,  there 
might  be  some  question  whether  its 
benefits  could  be  claimed  by  a  person 
indicted  for  a  treason  by  36  Oeo,  3.,  I 
think  he  would,  at  all  events,  be  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  the  Act  of  1  &  2  Oeo.  4. 
c.  24.,  and  1  further  think  that,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  reason  for  the  intro- 
duction into  the  5th  section  of  57  Oeo.  3. 
of  the  reference  to  54  Oeo.  3.  c.  146.,  the 
plain  meaning  of  54  Oeo.  3.  was  to  sub- 
stitute the  sentence  prescribed  in  all 
cases  in  which,  according  to  the  existing 
law,  the  sentence  for  high  treason  was,  or 
would  be,  that  which  it  was  the  object  of 
the  statute  to  abolish. 

(iii.)  I  now  come  to  the  position  con- 
tended for  by  the  Crown,  and  I  think  suc- 
cessfully, that,  even  if  a  person  indicted 
in  Ireland  under    11    &    12  Vict  c.  12. 
could  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
English  statutes,  tiie  plaintiffs  in  error 
are  not  so  indicted — the  indictments  not 
containing  any  overt  act  of  personal  vio- 
lence, either  actual  or  intended.    I  have 
already  stated  that  36  Oeo.  3.  c.  7.  appears 
to  me  to  refer  to  two  distinct  classes  of 
treasons — the  first  class  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  protection  of  the  person  of  the 
Sovereign,  the  other,  the  preservation  of 
his  authority  and  government.    I  think 
that  these  two  classes  are  unequivocally 
recognised  and  distinguished  by  11  &  12 
Viet.  c.  12.    After  a  full  recital  of  all  the 
treasons  made  or  declared  by  86  Oeo.  3.  c.  6. 
8. 1,  the  preamble  states  that  the  object  is 
to  repeal  such  of  these  provisions,  so  re- 
cited, as  do  not  relate  to  offences  against 
the  person  of  the  Sovereign.    This  is  a 
plain  declaration  that  some  of  them  do,  and 
that  others  do  not,  relate  to  such  offences 
— that  some  are  in  their  nature  personal, 
and  others  not  so.    The  enactments  that 
follow  are  in  conformity  with,  and  in  exact 
execution  of,  the  preamble.    The  1st  sec- 
tion  preserves  and  continues   the    first 
class  by  excepting  it  from  the  effect  of 
the  general  repeal,  and  every  one  of  the 
offences  so  specified  and  excepted  is  in 
strictness,  and  in  the  common  acceptation 
of  the  woids,  an  offence  against  the  person, 
whether  by  violence  actual  or  intended. 
It  is  most  important  to  observe,  that  the 
words  which  describe  the  treason  of  com- 
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passing  the  death  of  the  Sovereign  are  not 
those  used  in  the  Act  of  Edw.  3.,  but  are 
the  compassing  the  death  or  destruction  of 
the  person ;  for  these  latter  words  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  enactment  must  apply  to 
every  antecedent  member  of  it.  The  3rd  i 
section  makes  all  the  offences  comprised  j 
in  the  second,  or  repealed  class,  felonies,  ' 
and  amongst  them  there  is  not  one  which 
can  be  properly  termed  an  offence  against  ' 
the  person.  I  therefore  have  come  to  the  | 
conclusion,  that  though  now,  as  before  the 
recent  Act,  the  charge  of  compassing  the 
death  of  the  Sovereign  may  be  sustained 
under  the  2b Edw.S.,hj overt  acts  directed 
against  her  imperial  authority  as  well  as 
against  her  person,  yet  11  &  12  Fic^c.  12.8.2 
is  confined  to  the  latter  species  of  treason, 
and  as  this  indictment  is  framed,  it  can- 
not be  considered  as  founded  on  the  pro- 
visions of  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.  s.  so  as  to  let 
in  these  pleas,  if  in  any  view  this  matter 
of  them  could  have  been  made  available 
to  the  plaintiffs  in  error  as  the  subject  of 
a  plea.  I  have  already,  however,  assigned 
my  reasons  for  thinking  that  it  could 
not. 

The  result  is,  for  these  various  grounds, 
and  the  reasons  which  1  have  stated,  that 
I  consider  the  demurrer  to  these  pleas  to 
have  been  properly  allowed. 

The  next  error  assigned  is  the  rejection 
of  the  peremptory  challenge  of  a  juror, 
twenty  having  been  already  challenged 
peremptorily.  The  counsel  for  the  Crown 
insist  that  the  right  is  limited  to  twenty 
by  9  Geo.  4.  c.  54.  s.  9.— 

*'  That  no  person  arraigned  for  treason  or  mur- 
der, or  for  other  felony,  shall  be  admitted  so  to 
challenge,  or  to  challenge  more  than  twenty  per- 
emptorily. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  counsel  for  the 
plaintiffs  in  error  contend,  that  the  words 
•*  or  for  other  felony  '*  show  that  the  section 
is  conversant  with  felonies  only,  and  that, 
therefore,  we  must  read  and  understand  the 
word  treason  as  intended  to  signify  the 
felony  of  petit  treason.  If  this  were  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature,  the  use  of  the 
word  treason  would  have  been  superfluous, 
for  according  to  this  argument,  petit  trea- 
son as  a  felony  would  be  included  under 
the  words  **  or  for  other  felony."  But  it 
besides  appears  to  me,  that  the  word 
treason  is  to  be  taken  in  its  common 
sense,  which  is  also  its  legal  sense  as 
defined  by  Blacketone  and  other  writers. 
Treason  is  the  general  appellation  made 
use  of  by  the  law  to  denote,  not  only 
offences  against  the  King  and  his  govern- 
ment, bat  also  that  accumulation  of 
guilt  which  arises  from  the  betrayal  of 
the  confidence  reposed  by  a  superior  in 
a  subject  or  in  an  inferior.    In  Oo.  LiU,, 


133b,  it  is  said,  if  any  do  compass  the 
death  of  the  Queen,  and  declare  it  by  overt 
act,  the  very  intent  is  treason,  t  have 
looked  through  a  great  number  of  statutes, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  sense  in  which 
the  word  treason  is  used  and  understood, 
and  I  have  found  that  the  word,  without 
addition  and  standing  by  itself,  has  uni- 
formly been  used  to  signify  high  treason. 

I  have  not  discovered  one  in  which  it 
meant  petit  treason,  where  that  term  has 
not  been  added  to  it.  In  many  of  the 
Acts  which  I  have  examined,  treason  and 
high  treason  are  used  as  convertible 
terms :  for  example,  in  10  Hen.  7.  c.  13. ; 
13  Hen.  8.  c.  1.;  28  Een.  8.  c.  7.;  and 
33  Hen.  8.  sess.  1.  c.  1.  The  Act  of  3  A  4 
Ph.  &  M.  c.  11,  is  entitled— 

•*An  Act  whereby  certain  offences  are  made 
treason ; " 

and  so  is  the   title  of  2  Eliz.  o.  1. ;   and 

II  Jos.  1.,  relating  to  admii'alty  com- 
missions, enacts  that  all  treasons  and 
felonies  shall  be  tried  aa  therein.  The 
10  Cha.  1.  sess.  2.  c.  18.  enacts  that  the 
justices  before  whom  any  party  shall  be 
brought  for  any  treason,  murder,  or 
manslaughter,  shall  take  examinations. 
And  10  &  11  Cha.  1.  c.  9.  on  this  very 
subject,  is  entitled — 

"  An  Act  for  limiting  peremptory  challenges  in 
cases  of  treason  and  felony." 

There  are  various  other  statutes  in  which 
the  word  treason  is  used  to  signify  high 
treason.  The  Act  of  Will.  3.,  relating 
to  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  provides 
that  warrants  for  treason  may  be  exe- 
cuted on  the  Sunday ;  and  the  33  Oeo.  3. 
c.  45.  is  an  Act  for  the  trial  of  treasons 
committed  out  of  the  King's  dominions. 
The  very  title  of  one  of  the  Acts  referred 
to,  that  of  7  &  8  WUl.  3.,  is  for  the  regulat- 
ing of  trials  in  cases  of  treason.  There  is 
a  recent  act,  the  1  &  2  Oeo.  4.  c.  33 ,  which 
enacts,  tha0*,  when  on  the  trial  of  any 
person  charged  with  treason,  murder,  or 
any  other  ofience,  it  shall  appear  he  was 
insane  when  the  crime  was  committed, 
certain  proceedings  shall  take  place.  The 
very  Act  before  us,  the  11  &  12  Vict, 
c.  12.,  in  the  7th  section  uses  the  word 
treason,  as  describing  high  treason,  no  less 
than  three  times;  and  the  6th  section 
quotes  the  statute  of  Edw.  3.,  and  uses 
the  same  words.  But  if  a  more  certain 
test  of  the  exposition  of  this  word  was  re- 
quired, it  is  supplied  by  other  sections  of 
this  very  Act,  in  which  its  meaning  is  the 
subject  of  inquiry.  In  the  8th  and  11th 
sections  the  word  treason  is  not  only  used 
in  its  largest  sense,  but  as  contradis- 
tinguished from  felonv.  There  can  be 
no  reason  for  giving  it  in  the  9th  and 
the  intervening  sections  a  construction 
not  only  narrower  than  its  natural  import 
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and  different  from  that  in  which  it  is  used 
in  such  a  Tast  number  of  statutes,  bat 
also  at  variance  with  the  sense  in  which 
it  is  used  in  other  parts  of  the  very  same 
statnte.  I  have  only  further  to  remark, 
that  the  Act  of  the  9  Oeo.  4.  c  54.  did  not 
introduce  for  the  first  time  the  restriction 
of  the  right  of  peremptory  challenge. 
That  restriction  had  existed  from  the  time 
of  Charles  1.,  and  was  enacted  by  10  &  11 
Cha,  1.  0.  10.,  to  which  I  have  already 
referred.  So  far,  therefore,  as  regards 
that  objection,  I  think  there  is  no  ground 
for  it. 

The  last  error  assigned  is  in  the  alio- 
cutuif  that  it  was  demanded  of  the  pri- 
soner whether  he  had  anything  to  say 
why  the  Court  ought  not  on  the  premises 
ana  verdict  to  proceed  to  judgment.  It  is 
contended  that  it  should  have  added,  to 
judgment  of  death,  or  to  judgment  and 
execution ;  and  several  precedents  have 
been  cited  where  these  forms  have  been 
used,  but  none  have  been  cited  in  which 
the  iudgment  in  the  present  form  has  been 
held  to  be  void.  The  prisoner  must  have 
an  opportunity  afforded  him  by  the  Court, 
either  of  moving  in  arrest  of  judgment  or 
pleading  a  pardon,  but  when  he  is  de- 
manded to  show  cause  why  judgment 
should  not  be  pronounced,  he  has  that  op- 

Sortunity  folly  afforded  to  him.  The 
emand  made  is  the  plainest  intimation, 
that,  unless  he  can  allege  matter  of  law  or 
fact  as  cause,  such  judgment  as  the  Court 
has  power  and  is  bound  to  pronounce, 
will  be  pronounced.  The  judgment  here 
is  that  which  is  prescribed  by  the  54  Gfio.  3., 
which  does  not  use  the  word  execution, 
and  uses  the  word  sentence  as  synonymous 
with  judgment.  I  cannot  attribute,  as 
the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  in  error  con- 
tended we  should,  any  technical  meaning 
to  the  word  execution  so  as  to  make  its 
use  absolutely  indispensable.  It  would 
neither  add  to  the  sense,  nor  explain  the 
meaning  of  the  word  judgment ;  in  that 
word  are  comprehended  all  the  details  that 
are  to  constitute  the  punishment,  and 
there  is  no  imaginable  end  to  be  answered 
by  the  enumeration  of  them. 

If,  however,  precedent  and  authority  be 
required  to  sustain  the  present  proceeding, 
I  can  refer  to  some.  In  4  Bla,  Com. 
0.  29.,  he  says — 

"The  verdict  being  found,  the  prisoner  is 
asked  by  the  Court  why  judgment  should  not 
be  awarded  against  him." 

In    Com,  Big. J  tit..   Indictment,  N,   the 
form  stated  to  be  proper  is — 
"  Si  quid  dicere  habeat  quare  judicium  non," 

In  the  case  oiBex  v.  Boyce  (a)  the  question 
(a)  4  Burr.  2086. 


was,  why  judgment  should  not  be  pro- 
nounced upon  him,  and  sentence  awarded 
against  him.  Now,  when  sentence  and 
judgment  have  the  very  same  meaning,  as 
the  statute  here  shows  they  have,  this  as 
an  authority  against  the  position  which  it 
was  cited  to  establish.  Two  of  the  other 
cases  cited  for  the  plaintiffs  in  error, 
\iz.,Rex  V.  8peke,(a)  and  ^»wm.*(6)  were 
cases  in  whicn  there  was  no  cdlocutus 
at  all.  In  the  former  case,  the  very  error 
assigned  was,  that  the  prisoner  was  not 
asked  why  judgment  should  not  be  given 
against  him.  There  is  besides  the  autho- 
rity of  the  highest  court  in  this  kingdom, 
that  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  the 
Duchess  of  Kingston's  case,(c)  for  the  very 
form  which  has  been  adopted  here.  For 
these  several  reasons  I  think  this,  as  well 
as  the  other  assigned,  should  be  dis- 
allowed. 

[Crampton,  J.,  gave  judgment  to  the 
same  effect,  and  dealt  with  the  objection 
to  the  caption  as  follows  :I 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Court  was  derived  from  the 
commission,  and  from  the  commission 
only — and  that  if  the  commission  appear 
to  be,  in  fair  construction,  a  joint  commis- 
sion merely,  the  trial  was  certainly  coram 
nonjudice ;  and  this  objection  ought  to  pre- 
vail, for  under  such  a  commission  (a  joint 
commission)  all  the  commissioners  must 
have  sat  together  in  order  to  constitute  a 
legal  tribunal.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
equally  clear,  that  if  the  commission  was 
a  joint  and  several  commission,  giving 
authority  to  all  the  commissioners,  or  to 
one  or  more  of  them,  to  sit,  the  objection 
is  removed.  The  caption  does  not  aver 
the  commission  to  be  a  joint  commission, 
nor  does  it  aver  it  to  be  a  joint  and  several 
commission.  The  commission  is  not  set 
out  in  the  caption,  nor  perhaps  even  its 
exact  legal  effect  stated.  It  is  a  short 
minute,  according  to  the  course  usually 
adopted  in  such  cases.  We  are,  therefore, 
left  to  determine  the  legal  character  of 
this  commission  from  the  brief  notice 
which  the  record  ^ives  us  of  it.  The 
question  is  then,  what  is  the  fair  import 
of  the  words  of  the  caption  itself,  accord- 
ing to  their  grammatical  meaning  P  Is  it 
that  the  commission  was  merely  a  joint 
commission,  or  does  it  appear  to  have 
been  a  joint  and  several  commission  P 
The  caption  appears  to  me  to  allege  these 
three  facts ;  that  the  indictment  was  found 
before  the  three  commissioners  named  in 
the  caption  at  the  time  and  place  there 
stated;  that  these  three  commissioners 
were  nominated  and  appointed  to  hear 

(a)  Comb.  144. 
(6)  3  Mod.  266. 
(c)  20  St.  Tr.  625. 
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and  determine  all  the  treasons,  felonies, 
&c.,  and  to  deliver  the  gaols  intheoonnty 
of  Tipperary ;  and  that  sacb  nomination 
and  appointment  was  by  virtue  of  a  Boyal 
Commission  dated  the  Ist  of  Septeml>er, 
1848,  and  directed  to  them  ana  others. 
Now,  I  take  it,  that  the  fair  import  of  these 
allegations  is,  that  the  trial,  first,  was 
held  before  the  three  commissioners 
07% — that  was  part  of  the  argument  of 
the  prisoner's  counsel ;  secondly,  that  the 
three  special  commissioners  were  the  only 
commissioners  who  were  nominated  and 
appointed  to  deliver  the  gaols  at  Tip- 
perary ;  and,  thirdly,  that  that  nomination 
and  appointment  was  made,  not  by  the 
terms  of  the  commission  itself,  but  by 
virtue  of  the  commission.  In  the  case  of 
a  joint  commission  merely,  all  the  com- 
missioners, as  I  before  observed,  must  sit 
together  to  make  a  legal  tribunal.  In  the 
case  of  a  joint  and  several  commission  one 
or  more  commissioners  sitting  constitute 
a  legal  tribunal.  In  the  latter  case,  the 
commission  erects  the  tribunal ;  but  who 
are  to  sit  P  Not  all,  unless  all  are  called 
on  so  to  do.  It  remains  for  the  Crown 
to  nominate  one  or  more  of  the  commis- 
sioners specified  in  the  commission,  to  be 
the  actinff  commissioners.  This  nomina- 
tion I  take  to  be  substantially  made  in 
this  country  by  the  delivery  of  the  com- 
mission to  the  selected  judges.  Now,  if 
we  suppose  the  present  commission  to 
have  been  a  joint  commission  merely,  the 
statement  of  the  caption,  that  the  Uiree 
oommissioners  were  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed to  deliver  the  gaols,  would  be 
false.  They  were  not  so  nominated  ac- 
cording to  this  supposition,  but  those 
three  with  others  were  so  nominated. 
Whereas,  if  we  take  the  commission  to 
have  been  a  joint  and  several  commission, 
which  it  may  be  compatibly  with  the 
statement,  then  all  is  consistent.  The  com- 
mission  is,  in  fact,  according  to  this 
caption,  directed  to  the  three  named  and 
others.  That  proposition  is  satisfied.  So 
far  all  are  equally  and  generally  author- 
ized to  sit ;  but  three  only  of  the  tribunal 
are  nominated  by  the  Crown  specially  to 
act  under  the  general  commission.  As  I 
before  stated,  I  take  that  nomination  or 
selection  to  be  by  the  delivery  of  the  com- 
mission to  the  special  commissioners.  No 
commissioner  named  in  the  commission 
presumes  to  sit,  if  he  has  not  been 
called  on  so  to  do,  or  nominated  by  the 
Crown  for  it.  There  are  then  the  two 
thines  here — there  is  the  authority  given 
by  the  commission  itself,  and  there  is  the 
selection  fh)m  amongst  the  oommissioners, 
which  is  an  act  of  the  Crown's  prerog- 
ative, and  therefctre  the  language  of  the 
caption  is,  that  the  nomination  of  the 
comroiBfdoners  is  by  viriue  of  the  commis- 


sion. I  take  the  language  to  mean,  not 
that  these  three  special  commissioners 
were  nominated  to  sit  alone  by  the  terms 
of  the  commission,  but  that  by  virtue  of 
the  commission  and  the  inherent  power 
of  the  Chrown  they  are  so  nominated. 

Now,  the  English  commissions  and  the 
captions  founded  on  them  form  no  pre- 
cedent for  us  on  the  present  occasion. 
They  are  directed  to  commissioners 
named  in  the  commission,  of  whom  cer- 
tain are  to  form  a  quorum;  the  others  are 
mei-ely  associates,  sometimes  indeed 
made  so  by  a  separate  commission.  And 
the  caption,  therefore,  describes  the  pro- 
ceedings as  being  before  the  quorum  or  a 
sufficient  number  of  them  by  name,  or  be- 
fore them  and  others  not  named,  who  are 
the  associates. (a)  With  us,  the  half-yearly 
circuit  commissions  are  uniformly  directed 
to  the  twelve  judges  and  oertam  of  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown  without  any 
quorum  clause  (except  in  a  few  cases  in 
which  the  mayor  is  associated  in  cities  or 
in  towns),  and  they  are,  in  fact,  uniformly 
joint  ana  several  commissions  in  the  very 
term  (a)  of  them.  I  have  no  less  than  thirty 
of  them  in  my  own  possession,  directed  to 
myself  and  other  commissioners  with 
whom  I  have  been  named.  Now,  the  cap- 
tion in  England  desciibes  the  commission 
as  directed  to  the  (juorum  and  others,  and 
states  the  proceedings  to  be  before  that 
quorum  and  others.  In  Ireland  the  cap- 
tion describes  the  commission  as  dkeoted 
to  all  the  judees  nominated  to  the  particu- 
lar duty  ana  to  others  not  named ;  but 
states  the  proceedings  as  being  before  the 
judges  nominated,  or  before  them  and 
others  according  to  the  fact.  The  caption 
in  both  countries  states,  or  should  state,  the 
facts  according  to  the  truth,  that  is,  the 
short  minute  merely  of  them.  The  word 
"  nominated  *'  is  not  found  in  the  English 
captions  at  all.  I  observe  the  term  used 
there  is  always  "assigned."  We  use  the 
words  "nominate  and  appoint"  to  ex- 
press the  selection  or  nomination  of  the 
particular  judges,  and  we  say  that  nomi- 
nation takes  place  by  the  delivery  of  the 
commission.  In  England  the  course  is 
different ;  there  is  a  previous  nomination 
by  fiat  from  the  Crown.  Every  assize 
commission  is  the  result  of  a  fiat  of  the 
Crowu,  nominating  the  particular  indi- 
viduals to  whom  the  particular  commis- 
sion is  to  be  directed ;  and  the  commis- 
sion is  to  be  directed  only  to  those  named 
in  that  fiat ;  and  sometimes  there  is  a 
new  fiat  to  include  an  additional  name. 
This  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Chitty*8  book.(&) 


(a)  The  old  forms  are  set  out  in  4  Chitty. 
Cr.  L.  ' 


(6)  4  Chitty,  Cr.  L.  c.  4. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


865] 


The  Queen  agavnst  Smith  O'Brien,  1849. 


[366 


Now,  I  obsenre  that  the  writ  of  error 
which  has  been  aned  oot  in  this  case  is 
confirmatiye  of  the  view  which  has  satis- 
fied my  mind  that  this  caption  is  suffi- 
cient. I  own  I  had  some  difficulty  at 
first — and  indeed  it  is  the  only  part  of  the 
case  on  which  I  ever  entertainea  any  diffi- 
culty— but  the  writ  of  error  sued  out  by 
the  prisoner's  attorney  is  confirmatiye  of 
this  view.  For  what  is  that  writ  of  error  P 
The  writ  is  directed  to  the  Bight  Honour- 
able Frtmcis  Blackbume,  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  the  other 
two  judges  who  sat  at  the  commission, 
Chief  Justice  Doherty  and  Judge  Moore— 

*'  Three  of  our  justices  appointed  to  hear  and 
determine  all  treasons,  felonies,  and  trespasses 
committed  within  our  county  of  Tipperary,  and 
to  deliver  the  gaols." 

And  what  is  the  requisition  P — 

^''We  command  you,  that  if  judgment  be 
giyen  thereupon,  you  send  to  us,  distmctly  and 
plainly,  under  your  seal,  or  the  seal  of  one  of 

What  is  the  meaning  of  "under  the 
seal  of  one  of  you  '*  P  A  case  was  cited 
by  Sir  Colman  O'Loghlen  which  shows  the 
meaning  of  that.  If  all  the  commis- 
sioners must  have  sat  to  make  a  legal 
tribunal,  the  return  must  certainly  have 
come  from  all  who  sat  at  that  commis- 
sion. Here  the  writ  goes  to  the  three 
who  did  sit,  and  following  the  character 
of  the  commission  itself,  it  suggests  that 
the  return  may  be  made  either  by  three 
or  by  one. 

Now,  I  would  say  (secondly,  though  we 
cannot  perhaps,  in  a  legal  point  of  yiew, 
look  outside  the  record),  looking  to  the 
commission  itself,  it  certainly  is  satisfac- 
tory to  know  that  the  construction  which 
the  Court  is  now  putting  upon  this  cap- 
tion is  in  exact  accordance  with  the  truth 
of  the  facts. 

[The  learned  judge  referred  to  the  terms 
of  the  commission.] 

But  I  should  say  further  for  myself,  I 
hold  that  if  (he  act  of  the  officer  had  made 
this  return  an  informal  and  incorrect  re- 
turn, it  would  be  the  duty  of  this  Court 
to  make  such  amendment  as  might  be 
necessary.  The  caption  we  all  know  ie 
no  pftrt  of  the  indictment.  It  is  but  the 
ministerial  act  of  the  officer,  the  Clerk  of 
the  Croum,  giving  to  the  Court  its  proper 
title,  and  showing  the  time  and  place  of 
the  proceedings  which  took  place  before 
the  judges.  It  is  not  doubted,  and  it  has 
neyer  been  doubted,  that  a  formal  error 
in  the  caption  of  an  indictment  such  as 
this,  upon  a  conyiction  for  murder,  or  for 
any  otner  crime  except  treason,  would  be 
amended  by  the  Court.  The  authori- 
ties are  express  on  the  subject.     AVcwi' 


8on*8  case  (a)  and  Bern,  ▼.  Marsh  (h)  are 
quite  decisiye.  But  it  bas  been  suggested 
by  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  prisoners, 
that  the  Court  has  no  such  power  in  cases 
of  treason  alone.  No  authority  or  pre- 
cedent whateyer  has  been  cited  for  the 
distinction  that  was  assigned ;  but  it  was 
argued  a  prisoner  on  trial  for  high  trea- 
son was  entitled  (along  with  the  copy  of 
the  indictment)  to  a  copy  of  the  caption 
also,  and  that  the  caption  cannot  after 
the  copy  has  been  deliyered  to  the  prisoner 
be  altered  or  amended.  But  that  is  an 
argument  which  cannot  be  for  a  moment 
acceded  to. 

By  the  terms  of  the  statutes  giving  this 
privilege,  both  to  prisoners  in  England 
and  Ireland,  the  words  used  are,  "  a  copy 
of  the  whole  indictment " ;  and  by  an 
early  construction  in  fcworem  vitce  made 
by  the  judges,  knowing  that  the  caption 
was  as  necessary  for  the  prisoner  as 
the  indictment  itself  to  enable  him  to 
plead,  they  made  this  liberal  construc- 
tion—that he  should  not  only  have  a 
copy  of  the  indictment,  but  also  a  copy 
of  the  caption,  as  the  caption  might  be 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  show  a  want 
of  jurisdiction  in  the  Court,  or  in  the 
Grand  Jury  who  found  the  bill.  It  is 
also  however  held,  that  the  prisoner  after 
pleading  cannot  object  to  the  sufficiency 
of  the  copy.  The  plea  admits  the  copy  to 
be  correct.  Thus  the  giving  of  the  copy 
is  merely  to  assist  the  prisoner  in  framing 
his  plea,  and  so  say  the  authorities ;  and 
that  having  been  done,  the  object  of 
giving  the  copy  is  complete ;  and  the 
subsequent  amendment  in  matters  of  mere 
form,  and  the  act  of  the  officer,  cannot  in 
any  degi'ee  afiect  the  plea  or  defence. 
Therefore  there  can  be  no  such  distinc- 
tion. Now,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
refer  to  the  precedents  for  this  caption 
after  what  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  has 
stated,  but  the^  are  numerous  in  this 
court,  and  I  think  I  may  add,  that  some 
of  them  have  passed  the  ordeal  of  the 
Lords  without  being  objected  to.  It 
therefore  appears  to  me  for  these  reasons, 
that  the  objection  to  the  caption  in  this 
case  ought  not  to  preyail. 

[The  learned  judge  proceeded  to  deal 
with  the  obiections  to  the  alloGutus,  and 
to  the  disallowance  of  thirty-five  chal- 
lenges, and  to  the  contention  that 
i  25  Edw.  3.,  as  extended  to  Ireland  by 
Poyning's  Act,  did  not  make  it  treason  in 
Ireland  to  levy  war  against  the  King  in 
Ireland,  but  only  to  levy  war  against  bim 
in  "his  realm,**  i.e.,  England.  Such  a 
construction  would  make  this  portion  of 
the  Act  a  mere  hrutum  fulmen,  as  treasons 

(a)  4  East,  175n. 
(A)  6  A.  &  E.,  286. 
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committed  in  England  would  not  be 
triable  in  Ireland  at  all.  It  would,  also, 
be  contrary  to  the  terms  of  Poyning'e  Act, 
which  required  that  the  English  statutes 
should  be  used,  executed,  and  accepted  in 
this  land  of  Ireland  according  to  their 
tenor  and  effect;  contrary,  also,  to  the 
declared  object  of  that  Act,  which  was  to 
bring  Ireland  to  wealth  and  prosperity  by 
repressing  crimes  and  disorders  in  Ire- 
land itself.  The  learned  judge  also  re- 
ferred to  the  Irish  Act  of  Slander, 
28  Hen.  8.  c.  7.,  extending  the  English 
Act  of  Slander  to  Ireland,  in  terms  simi- 
lar to  those  used  in  Poyning's  Act,  and  to 
the  recital  that  25  Edw.  8.  applied  to 
Ireland  in  the  Irish  Act  of  5  Oeo.  3.  o.  21., 
for  regulating  trials  for  treason. 

As  to  the  objection  that  the  prisoner 
was  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  indictment, 
list  of  witnesses,  &c.,  by  virtue  of 
67  Oeo,  3.  c.  6.  s.  4,  which  gave  prisoners 
indicted  under  that  Act  the  bene6t  of  the 
English  statutes  of  7  &  8  Will.  3.  c.  3.  and 
7  Ann,  o.  21.,  regulating  trials  for  trea- 
son, the  learned  judge  observed  that 
57  Oeo,  3.  c.  6.  did  not  extend  to  Ireland. 
This  appeared  from  the  subsequent 
statute,  1  &  2  Oeo.  4.  c.  24.,  "An  Act  to  ex- 
tend certain  provisions  of  an  Act  of  King 
William  the  Third,  intituled,  *An  Act 
for  regulating  of  trials  in  cases  of  treason 
and  misprision  of  treason,*  to  that  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  called  Ireland.** 
This  Act  would  have  been  unnecessary, 
had  such  provisions  of  7  &  8  Will.  3.  c.  3., 
together  with  the  provisions  of  7  Ann. 
c.  21.,  now  in  question,  already  been  ex- 
tended to  Ireland  by  virtue  of  s.  4  of 
57  Oeo.  3.  c.  6.  This  conclusion  was  con- 
firmed by  the  provisions  of  s.  2  of  I  &  2 
Oeo.  A,  c.  24.,  similar  to  those  of  the  English 
statute  39  <&  40  Oeo.  3.  c.  93., making  d&ect 
attempts  against  the  person  of  the  Sove- 
reign triable  by  the  same  procedure  as 
murder  cases,  but  without  any  reference 
to  39  &  40  Geo.  3.,  or  to  7  &  8  Will.  3.  c.  3. 
and  7  Ann,  c.  21.,  thus  showing  that  the 
Legislature  was  well  aware  that  the  Acts 
regulating  trials  for  treason  in  England  did 
not  apply  to  Ireland.  There  was  nothing 
in  the  terms  of  57  Oeo,  3.  c.  6.  to  extend 
it  to  Ireland.  Nor  was  s.  4  of  .57  Oeo.  3. 
c.  6.  among  the  provisions  of  that  statute 
extended  to  Ireland  by  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12. 
8. 2.  Further,  even  if  s.  4  of  57  Oeo,  3.  c.  6. 
had  been  extended  to  Ireland  it  would  not 
avail  the  prisoner,  as  he  was  not  indicted 
under  57  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  or  11  &  12  Vict,  c.  12., 
which  extended  part  of  it  to  Ireland,  but 
under  25  Edw.  3.  The  first  five  counts 
for  levying  war,  and  the  sixth  count  for 
compassing  the  Queen's  death,  the  overt 
acts  oeing  the  levying  of  war  and  the  con- 
spiring to  levy  war,  as  in  ThisUetoood'e 
case,  were  all  under  25  Edvo.  3.    The  ob- 


jection that,  if  s.  4  of  57  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  did 
not  extend  to  Ireland,  there  would  be  no 
Acts  regulating  the  procedure  in  Irish 
trials  for  treason  under  57  Oeo.  3.  c.  6.  as 
extended  to  Ireland  by  11  A  12  Vict,  c.  12. 
s.  2.  would  only  show  a  caws  ofni$8U8, 
whilst  the  opposite  contention  would  in- 
volve the  absurdity  of  trials  for  treason 
under  25  Edto,  3.  being  regulated  by 
5  Geo.  3.  c.  21.  and  1  &  2  Oeo.  4.  o.  24., 
whilst  trials  for  treason  under  57  Geo.  3. 
and  11  4&  12  Vict,  were  regulated  by  the 
English  statutes  of  William  and  Anne. 
Further,  the  words  of  5  Oeo.  3.  c.  21.  were 
large  enough  to  cover  treasons  under 
57  Oeo.  3.  and  11  &  12  Vict,  No  argu- 
ment could  be  founded  on  54  Oeo,  3.  c.  146. 
altering  the  sentence  for  treason,  as  its 
terms  were  large  enough  to  cover  all  con- 
victions for  treason.] 

There  remains  only  a  word  upon  the 
form  of  the  plea.  I  own  my  own  impression 
would  be,  to  refuse  to  receive  such  a  plea. 
The  matter  of  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  mat- 
ter of  regulation  and  of  discretion,  and  to  be 
disposed  of  upon  motion,  and  not  by  way 
of  plea  to  the  indictment.  I  am  not  as  sen- 
timental perhaps  as  some  of  the  learned 
counsel  upon  the  subject  of  allowing  dis- 
cretion to  judees.  The  abuse  of  discretion 
is  greatly  to  be  deprecated ;  but  the  use 
of  discretion  in  many  cases  afibcting  life, 
liberty,  and  property,  is  necessary  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  the  land.  The  courts  of 
justice  are  obliged  to  exercise  discretion 
in  civil  cases,  but  above  all,  in  criminal 
cases  especially,  they  are  compelled  to  ex- 
ercise a  discretion  very  painfully  some- 
times, but  necessarily.  Why  is  it  that  a 
bill  of  exceptions  is  not  allowed  in  crimi- 
nal cases  P  Why  is  it  that  a  writ  of  error 
is  not  permitted  without  the  allowance  of 
the  Attorney- Oeneraly  although  a  bill  of 
exceptions  and  a  writ  of  error  are  the 
right  of  the  subject  in  civil  cases?  Why, 
only  because  it  is  deemed  better,  in  such 
cases,  to  trust  to  the  discretion  of  the 
judge,  than  to  interpose  delays  which 
might  be  dangerous  to  the  administration 
of  justice.  There  are  two  principles  of 
law  upon  thip  subject  which  may  some- 
times conflict,  or  appear  to  do  so.  The 
one  principle  is,  that  there  should  be 
every  opportunity  given  for  deliberation 
and  for  correction,  before  a  sentence  is 
carried  into  execution ;  thbt  is  one  prin- 
ciple. The  other  principle  is,  that  it  is 
expedient  for  public  purposes,  especially 
in  criminal  cases,  that  execution  should 
not  be  delayed,  or  the  sentence,  whatever 
it  may  be,  unnecessarily  deferred.  It  is 
for  such  reasons  as  these  that  the  law  of 
England  does  not  allow  a  bill  of  excep- 
tions in  criminal  oases,  and  does  not  allow 
a  writ  of  error  except  evh  modo  as  I  before 
stated.     I  am,  therefore,  certainly  not 
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alarmed  at  this  doctrine  of  discretion,  tern* 
peratelj  and  properly  used,  as  it  ought  to 
be  according  to  adjudged  cases,  and  ac- 
cording to  law ;  and  I  think  such  pleas  as 
tend  only  to  delay  or  to  defeat  justice 
should  not  be  encouraged. 

Mv  opinion  upon  the  whole  of  this  case 
is,  that  all  the  objections  should  be  over- 
ruled, and  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
below  affirmed. 

[P£RRiN,  J.,  gave  judgment  to  the  same 
effect.  As  to  the  objection  that  Poyning'a 
Act  did  not  make  it  treason  to  levy  war  in 
Ireland,  he  observed  that  Jackson* a  case,  (a) 
Weldon*$  case,(&)  Finney* 8  case,(c)  and 
SheareB*  case,  ((2)  all  contained  counts  for 
levying  war  in  Ireland,  but  the  eminent 
counsel  engaged — Otmran,  Ponsonhy,  and 
Flunhet—^neYeT  thought  of  objecting.  On 
the  question  whether  the  prisoner  was  en- 
titled to  the  benefits  of  the  English  sta- 
tutes of  WiUiam  and  Anne  by  virtue  of 
57  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  s.  4,  after  holding  that 
57  Oeo,  3.  c.  6.  did  not  originally  extend 
to  Ireland,  the  learned  judge  proceeded  :] 

Now  comes  the  most  ditScult  question 
in  the  case,  whether  the  words  of  the 
11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.  do  not  extend  the 
provisions  of  those  statutes  to  Ireland. 
That  Act  recites,  that  by  an  Act  of  the 
Z6  Oeo.  3.  it  was  amongst  other  things 
enacted,  that  if  any  person  during  the 
natural  life  of  the  King,  and  so  forth, 
should  compass  the  death  and  destruc- 
tion, &c.,  and  such  compassing  should 
express,  he  should  be  guilty  of  treason. 
And  then  it  recites,  that  by  an  Act  of 
57  Oeo.  3.  all  the  hereinbefore-recited  pro- 
viaione — and  it  is  very  remarkable  to  notice 
the  caution  observed  both  in  the  57  Geo,  3. 
and  in  this  Act ;  it  is  not  that  36  Oeo,  3. 
was  made  perpetual,  but  it  is  that — 

'*A11  the  hereinbefore-recited  provisions  of 
the  Act  of  the  36th  of  the  King  were  made 
perpetual.'' 

The  preamble  further  recites — 

**  And  whereas  doubts  are  entertained  whether 

the  provisions  so  made  perpetual  extended  to 

Ireland " 

As  has  been  already  observed  by  my 
brother  Crcx^mf^ton,  we  never  heard  of  any 
doubt  raised  m  any  Court  in  Ireland  upon 
the  subject.    And  then  it  says — 

'*And  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  all 
such  of  the  provisions  made  perpetual  by  the  last- 
recited  Act  as  do  not  relate  to  offences  against 
the  person  of  the  Sovereign,  and  to  enact  other 
provisions  instead  thereof,  applicable  to  all 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  to  extend  to 
Ireland  such  of  the  provisions  of  the  said  Acts 
as  are  not  hereby  repealed *' 


(a)  25  St.  Tr.  783. 
(6)  26  St.  Tr.  225. 
(c)  ib,  1019. 
(<0  27  St.  Tr.  255. 


Now,  I  had  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  on 
that  point;  because  I  think  if  the  enact- 
ment had  followed  that  recital,  whatever 
we  might  have  guessed  as  to  the  intention 
of  the  Legislature,  that  expression  would 
have  included  all  the  provisions  of  the  Acts. 
For,  *•  the  provisions  "  must  be  taken  to 
be  "enactments,"  and  "  such  of  the  enact- 
ments of  the  said  Act«  as  are  not  hereby  re- 
pealed "  would  leave  all  57  Oeo,  3.  o.  6. 
which  was  not  expressly  repealed  in  force. 
But  then  the  Act  goes  on  to  enact  by  s.  1 
that  certain  of  these  provisions  shall  be 
repealed,  and  to  declare  and  enact  by  8.2 
that  such  of  the  said  recited  provisions  as 
are  not  repealed  shall  extend  to,  and  be 
in  force  in,  Ireland.  So  that  it  plainly 
confines  the  effect  of  that  2nd  section  to 
some  of  those  recited  provisions.  The 
thereinbefore-recited  provisions  which 
were  not  repealed,  but  made  perpetual, 
they  and  they  only,  are  extended  to,  and 
are  in  force  in,  Ireland,  thus  confining 
the  effect  of  this  enactment  in  the  2na 
section ;  for  I  think  it  must  be  taken 
to  be  an  enactment  and  not  a  declara- 
tion. It  would  be  exceediiiffly  imper- 
fect legislation  and  expression,  if  it 
were  a  declaration  to  select  portions  of 
an  Act  thirty  years  old  that  shall  extend 
to  Ireland.  The  true  construction  is,  an 
enactment  that  such  of  the  therein-before- 
recited  provisions  of  36  Geo.  3.  made  per- 
petual by  the  67  Geo,  3.  as  are  left  unre- 
Eealed,  shall  extend  to,  and  bo  in  force  in, 
peland.  There  is  no  more  in  11  <fc  12  Vict, 
than  in  57  Oeo.  3.  to  alter  the  law  of  Ireland 
as  to  the  regulation  or  proceedings  in 
trials  for  treason.  There  is  no  provision 
in  11  &  12  Vict,  such  as  is  maoe  in  the 
67  and  the  36  Oeo.  3.,  that  the  person 
indicted  should  have  the  benefit  of  the 
7  Will,  and  the  7  Anne.  And  it  is  certainly 
remarkable,  that  when  the  Legislature 
were  passing  36  Geo.  3.,  making  fresh 
treasons  in  England,  they  thought  it 
necessary  to  add  a  distinct  and  express 
enactment,  in  a  separate  section,  giving  the 
benefit  of  the  statutes  of  William  and  Anne 
to  the  persons  tried  under  it ;  and  they  also 
thought  the  same  in  the  67  Geo.  3.,  where 
thev  were  perpetuating  the  36  Geo,  3., 
ana  enactiuc  new  treasons  affecting  the 
person  of  the  Prince  Uegcnt.  In  the 
case  of  these  two  Acts  the  Legislature  pro- 
ceeds so  cautiously  in  laying  down  those 
provisions ;  and  yet  we  are  called  upon,  in 
the  case  of  11  &  12  Vict,  to  infier  and  im- 
ply, contrary  to  and  against  the  difficulty 
which  I  have  suggested,  and  which  I  feel 
to  exist,  that,  without  any  expression  of 
any  such  intention,  those  provisions  are  to 
be  transferred,  not  merely  from,  one 
offence  to  another  in  the  same  country, 
but  to  another  country  in  which  the  laws 
were  altogether  different. 
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It  is  inconvenient  certainly ;  this  legis- 
lation npon  which  I  have  been  observing, 
and  it  does  occasion  a  good  deal  of  dim- 
cnlty — it  has  created  a  good  deal  of 
difficulty  in  my  mind ;  but  I  have,  upon 
the  best  consideration  I  have  been  able 
to  ^ve  the  case,  come  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  11  &  12  Vict,  does  not 
transfer  the  provisions  of  the  statute  of 
Anne,  either  by  direct  legislation,  or  by 
introducing  either  the  67  or  the  36  Geo.  3. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  short  mode 
of  expression,  which  raises  such  difficulty, 
should  have  been  adopted  ;  but  our  duty 
is  not  to  correct  the  Legislature ;  our  duty 
is,  to  form  the  best  opinion  we  can  on 
what  the  meaning  of  the  statute  is  which 
has  been  passed.  We  may  regret  the 
form,  and  we  may  regret  that  there 
should  be  such  a  variation  in  the  laws  of 
the  two  countries.  We  mav  deplore  it, 
and  I  do  think  it  is  deplorable,  that  there 
should  not  be  distinct  and  precise  legisla- 
tion, and  that  what  is  deemed  conducive 
to  the  establishment  of  innocence  in  the 
one  country,  should  not  be  deemed  so  in 
the  other.  But,  as  I  before  mentioned, 
all  we  have  to  do  is  to  expound  the  law ; 
we  cannot  make  it.  If  there  be  no  doubt, 
or  no  ground  of  implication,  we  cannot 
depart  from  the  enactments.  The  conclu- 
sion which  I  have  come  to  upon  this 
subject  is,  that  the  statute  of  Anne  is  not 
in  force  in  Ireland,  and  therefore,  there 
was  no  foundation  for  the  error  assigned 
in  this  respect.  I  shall  not  go  into  any 
further  consideration  of  it;  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  do  so  either  as  to  the 
form,  or  the  admissibilitv  of  such  a  mode 
of  bringing  forward  such  a  matter,  if  in 
point  of  law  the  right  existed. 

[MooBE,  J.,  fi^ave  judgment  to  the  same 
effect,  and  dealt  with  the  question 
whether  the  objection  for  non-delivery  of 
the  copy  of  the  indictment,  list  of  wit- 
nesses, &c.,  could  be  raised  by  way  of 
plea,  as  follows :] 

The  first  Question  that  was  raised  was, 
whether  a  plea  of  that  description  ought 
to  have  been  received  at  all.  I  was  of 
opinion  below,  in  conjunction  with  my 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  this  Court  and  m}? 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
that  the  plea  uught  to  have  been  received. 
After  the  fullest  consideration  I  have  been 
able  to  give  this  case,  but  certainly  with 
less  confidence  on  the  subject,  after  what 
has  been  expressed  by  my  brother 
Cramvton,  I  remain  of  that  opinion.  And 
I  do  feel  satisfied,  after  the  fullest  con- 
sideration I  could  give,  that  the-  Court 
would  have  adopted  both  an  unsafe  and 
unconstitntional  course,  if  we  had  pre- 
cluded the  prisoner  from  }>utting  on  the 
record  his  claim  tothepriyileffes  to  which 
he  contended  he  was  entitled  under  the 


provisions  of  the  Actfl  referred  to.  If  the 
plea  be,  as  has  been  contended,  so  totally 
bad — so  inadmissible  in  point  of  form,  and 
so  defective  in  point  of  substance,  I  do 
not  know  what  mischief  has  been  done  by 
the  reception  of  that  plea.  The  utmost 
inconvenience  was,  putting  the  Crown  to 
the  trouble  of  putting  in  a  demurrer,  and 
putting  the  Court  to  the  trouble  of  pro- 
nouncing a  judgment  upon  that  demurrer 
—a  course  that  did  not  occupy  beyond  a 
few  minutes.  But  if  it  turned  out  that 
this  plea  ought  to  have  been  received — if 
it  turned  out  that  privileges  ought  to  have 
been  conceded  to  the  prisoner,  or  even  if 
the  question  was  one  of  doubt,  I  confess, 
without  entering  into  the  question  of  dis- 
cretion at  all,  I  should  have  felt  very 
much  grieved,  indeed,  if  an  opportunity 
had  not  been  afforded  to  the  prisoner  of 
stating  upon  the  record,  and  having  the 
opinion  of  a  higher  tribunal,  which  had 
more  opportunity  of  examining,  than  in  the 
hurry  or  a  trial,  the  proper  determination 
of  that  important  question,  namely,  the 
right  and  title  of  the  prisoner  to  the  privi- 
leges he  claims.  But  on  principle,  why 
ought  not  such  a  plea  to  have  oeen  re- 
ceived ?  If  a  man  be  charged  with  high 
treason,  and  he  has  got  a  pardon,  he  may 
undoubtedlv  state  upon  the  plea  that 
pardon  to  show  why  he  should  not  be  put 
upon  his  trial  again.  If  he  has  been  tned 
before,  he  ma^  plead  aulr^ois  acquU  as  a 
bar  to  his  being  put  on  his  trial  again ; 
and  I  confess  I  am  unable  to  see,  on 
principle,  why  a  man  has  not  as  good  a 
right  to  say,  by  his  plea,  you  have  no 
right  to  put  me  on  my  trial  now.  The 
prisoner  says,  the  law  has  conferred  cer- 
tain privileges  on  me ;  the  law  has  given 
me  them;  those  privileges  are  prelimi- 
nary to  putting  me  on  mjr  trial ;  they  were 
intendca  by  the  humanity  of  the  British 
law  to  enable  me  to  defend  myself  on  mj 
trial ;  I  am  entitled  by  law  to  those  privi- 
leges ;  I  have  not  got  them,  and  I  say  that 
you  have  no  right  to  put  me  on  my  trial 
now,  because  you  have  not  given  me  the 
privileges  to  which  I  am  entitled.  In  my 
humble  judgment,  shaken  unquestionably 
a  good  deal  by  the  doubt  expressed  by  my 
brother  Crcmpton  on  it,  I  do,  after  the 
fullest  consideration,  remain  of  the 
opinion  I  was  below,  that  the  safe,  pru- 
dent, and  constitutional  course  was  then 
adopted  in  the  acceptance  of  the  plea; 
and  I,  for  one,  should  very  deeply  regret 
if  any  other  course  had  been  followed. 
[The  learned  judge  again  reviewed  the 

g revisions  of  36  Oeo.  3.  and  57  Oeo,  3.,  and 
eld  that   the  latter  did  not  extend  to 
Ireland.] 

I  take  the  rule  of  construction  to  be 
this — ^that  if  there  be  an  Act  enacting 
certain  matters,  and  that  Act  is  tempo- 
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rary,  and  if  it  is  snbsoqnently  perpetu- 
ated, and  nothing  more  is  done  with 
regard  to  the  matter  bo  enacted  than 
mereljr  perpetuating  it,  the  law  has  its 
operation  under  the  original  Act,  and  not 
under  the  perpetuating  Act ;  and  if  I  be 
right  in  that,  the  57  Oeo.  3.,  perpetuating 
the  36  Oeo,  3.,  does  nothing  more  than 
make  that  perpetual  which  before  was 
temporary;  and  the  Act  which  contains 
the  law  upon  the  subject  is  not  the  57th, 
which  perpetuates,  but  the  36th,  which 
originally  made  the  enactment. 

(m  that  subject  there  are  two  cases 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  quite  decisive. 
The  first  is  the  case  of  Bex  v.  Morgan,  (a) 
That  was  an  indictment  for  perjury  laid 
to  be  taken  by  yirtne  of  the  12  Geo.  1.,  a 
temporary  law  afterwards  continued  by 
the  5  Oeo,  2.,  which  had  also  altered  it 
in  some  respects — 

'*  For  the  defendant  it  was  insisted,  that  the 
affidavit  sboald  have  been  laid  to  have  been 
taken  by  virtae  of  the  latter  Act,  especially  as  it 
is  not  iMirely  an  Act  for  continuance,  but  has 
made  several  alterations  in  the  former." 

But  the  Chief  Justice  says— 

**  When  an  Act  is  continued  everybody  is  es- 
topped to  say  it  is  not  in  force.  And  as  it  is 
not  altered  in  this  respect,  it  is  but  a  common 
continuance  quo  ad  hoc,** 

So  in  that  case  the  Court  expressly 
decided  that  the  law  operated  not  under 
the  perpetuating  Act,  but  under  the 
original  Act. 

There  is  a  seoond  case,  which  is  the 
case  of  Shipman  y.  Henbest  (b),  which  the 
Court  has  been  referred  to,  and  Lord 
Kenyon  says  in  giving  judgment — 

**  This  action  is  brought  on  1  Jauies  1 .  c.  22., 
which  imposes  certain  penalties ;  and  enacts  by 
the  46th  section,  that  the  penalties  shall  be  re- 
covered by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  infor- 
mation, or  otherwise,  in  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Courts  of  Record,  in  which  suit  no  wager  of  law 
or  essoin  shall  be  admitted.  Therefore  this 
action  may  undoubtedly  be  supported,  unless 
the  jurisdiction  ot  this  Court  be  taken  away  by 
the  subsequent  statute  of  21  James  1.  c.  4. 
Then  the  general  question  must  depend  on  the 
construetion  of  this  Act  of  Parliament.  But 
some  preliminary  questions  having  been  made, 
they  may  be  first  disposed  of.  It  has  been 
argued,  that  21  James  1.  does  not  extend  to 
actions  brought  on  Acts  passed  subsequent  to 
it,  and  that  this  may  be  considered  as  an  action 
brought  on  a  subsequent  statute,  1  James  1. 
c.  22.  having  expired  before  9.1  James  1.,  and 
having  only  been  re-enact cd  since  that  time; 
but  on  this  point  I  have  not  entertained  a  doubt 
fh>m  the  beginning.  We  are  ail  most  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  this  must  be  considered  as  an 
action  on  1  James  1.  c.  22. ;  and  that  the  sub- 

(a)  2  Str.  1066. 
(6)  4  T.R.  109. 


sequent  laws  which  have  continued  it  from  time 
to  time,  all  give  eflfect  to  it  as  an  Act  made  in 
the  reign  of  1  James  1." 

Then  I  say  here,  36  Oeo,  3.  was  a  tem- 
porary Act,  the  67  Oeo.  3.  makes  a  part  of 
that  temporary  Act  perpetual,  but  the 
law  still  remains  under  36  Oeo.  3. ;  and  if 
after  the  passing  of  the  57th  there  had 
been  an  indictment,  it  would  have  been 
under  this  36  Oeo.  3. ;  and  as  that  was  an 
English  Act,  the  making  or  perpetuating 
of  an  English  Act  conld  not  have  the 
efiect,  in  my  judgment,  of  extending  it  to 
Ireland. 

[The  learned  judge  proceeded  to  hold 
that  8.  4  of  57  Oeo.  3.  o.  6.  was  not  ex- 
tended to  Ireland  by  11  &  12  Viet,  o.  12. 
s.  2.1 

I  have  brought  my  mind  clearly  to  the 
conclusion,  that  there  is  nothing  what- 
ever in  this  Act  of  Uie  11  <&  12  Vict,  to 
extend  the  statutes  of  the  7  Ann.  or  the 
7  Will,  to  Ireland ;  and  I  think  an  uni- 
form, clear,  consistent  construction  to  all 
the  Acts  may  be  given,  namely,  that  there 
are  now  in  Ireland  the  same  treasons  as 
in  England,  but  that  those  accused  of 
treason  in  England  will  be  dealt  with 
according  to  the  privileges  conferred  on 
persons  there,  and  those  accused  of  trea- 
son in  Ireland  will  be  dealt  with  accord- 
ing to  the  law  as  it  now  stands  in  this 
country.  In  my  opinion,  there  never  was 
an  intention,  or  at  least  I  cannot  find  any- 
thing to  warrant  me  in  saying,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  by  all 
or  any  of  these  Acts,  to  remove  the  dif- 
ferences that  before  existed,  to  equalize 
tho  laws,  or  to  introdace  for  the  first  time 
in  an  indirect  way,  what,  if  there  had 
been  such  an  intention,  would  probably 
have  been  introduced  by  direct  and  posi- 
tive legislation  on  the  subject. 

Tho  Court  having  been  unanimous  in 
the  opinion  that  the  plea  was  bad  in  sub- 
stance, it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to 
advert  to  the  question  of  its  form ;  but 
considering  that  the  indictment  contained 
six  counts — that  the  privileges  claimed 
were  only  with  respect  to  one  of  them, 
and  that  yet  the  plea  was  to  the  whole 
indictment,  I  think  serious  objections  to 
its  form  could  bo  found ;  and  further  con- 
sidering that  the  prisoners  have  been 
acquitted  on  the  sixth  count,  as  to  which 
they  claimed  the  privileges,  I  think  it 
may  admit  of  serious  doubt  whether  this 
ground  of  error  could  be  at  all  in- 
sisted on. 

The  prisoners  were  remanded  to  the 
custody  of  the  Sheriff. 

The  prisoners  afterwards  brought  writs 
of  error  in  Parliament  to  reverse  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 
Ireland. 
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In  the  House  op  Lords. 
May    10th   and  11th,   1849. 

Present :  Lords  Cottenham,  L.O.,  Lynd- 
HUB8T,  BBOUOflAH,  CAMPBELL, (a)  and  other 
Lords. 

The  Judges  who  were  in  attendance  on  the 
House  were  Wilde, (6)  C.J.,  Pollock,  C.B., 
Patteson,  Wightbcan,  Cresswell,  Erle,(c) 
and  Williams,  J. J.,  and  PARKE,(d}  B., 
BoLPE,(6)  B.,  and  Platt,  B. 

Sir  F.  Kelly, (f)  Napier, (g)  Sir  CoJman 
{yjjoghlen,  and  Mao  Mahon  appeared  for 
Sfmth  O'Brien,  and  Segar  and  O'CaU 
laghan  for  M*  Maims. 

The  Attorney ' General  (8\r  John  Jervis),(h) 
the  Attomey-Oeneral  for  Ireland  (Mona- 
han),(i)  WeUby,  and  Peacochij)  for  the 
Crown. 

It  was  proposed  by  the  counsel  for  the 
plaintiffs  in  error,  that  the  first  counsel 
ror  the  plaintiffs  in  error  should  reply, 
leaving  open  the  ouestion  as  to  the 
AUomey-GfeneraVe  right  to  a  final  reply  on 
the  whole  case.  This  proposal  was  as- 
sented to  on  the  other  side. 

Lord  Cottenham,  L.C,  intimated  that 
the  Lords  consented  to  this  arrangement, 
but  observed  that  what  was  now  done  was 
to  be  considered  as  done  by  consent,  and 
was  not  to  be  treated  as  a  precedent. 

SecLgar  and  O'CaUaghan  afterwards  ad- 
dressed the  House  for  Mr.  MManue, 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  arguments,  which 
were  similar  to  those  urged  before  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  Ireland, 

Lord  Cottenham.  L.C. :  My  Lords,  I 
have  had  a  communication  from  the 
judges,  which  I  think  right  to  state  to 
your  lordships,  in  order  that  you  may 
determine  what  course  you  will  pursue 
under  the  circumstances.  The  judges 
having  heard  all  the  arguments  which 
have  been  adduced  by  the  counsel  for  the 
plaintiffs  in  error  in  these  two  cases,  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  writs  of 
error  cannot  be  maintained,  and  that  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  below  on  each  of 
these  oases  ought  to  be  a£Srmed.  That  is 
entirely  in  conformity  with  ray  own 
opinion,  so  that  unless  any  difference  of 
opinion  should  exist  among  your  lord- 
snips,  it  does  not  appear  that  we  can, 
witn  any  advantage,  proceed  further  with 
the  hearing   of  these  cases.     I  am,  of 

(o)  Afterwards  Lord  CbaDcellor. 
(6)  „  Lord  Truro,  L.C. 

(c)  „  Chief  Justice  of  C.P. 

Id)         „  Lord  Wensleydale. 

(e)  „  Lord  Cranworth,  L.C. 

( /)        „  Lord  Chief  Baron. 

(a)         „  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

(A)         „  Chief  Justice  of  C.P. 

(0  M  Chief  Justice  of  C.P.,  Ireland. 

if)         9,  C.J.,  Bengal,  and  Member  of 

the  Judicial  Committee. 


course,  only  stating  my  opinion  as  to  the 
course  which  should  be  pursued,  and  your 
lordships  will  determine  whether  you 
adopt  that  opinion  or  not. 

Lords  Ltndhurst  and  Brougham  con- 
curred. 

Lord  Cottenham,  L.O.  :  Then  the  course 
will  be  to  request  the  learned  judges  to 
state  the  grounds  of  their  opinion.  For 
this  purpose  I  will  put  a  question  to  them. 

**  Whether  the  plaintiffs  in  error  have 
sustained  the  errors  assigned  P  '* 

The  question  was  agreed  to. 

The  judges  requested  time  to  draw  up 
their  answer.  Tne  request  was  granted, 
and  the  judges  withdrew  from  the  House 
for  nearly  an  hour.    On  their  return — 

Wilde,  C.  J.,  delivered  their  opinions  in 
the  following  terms  : — 

My  Lords, — I  am  authorized  by  the 
learned  judges  to  report  their  unanimous 
opinion  that  the  errors  assigned  have  not 
been  maintained  by  the  arguments  urged 
at  your  lordships'  Bar. 

As  to  the  first  objection — 

The  judges  are  of  opinion  that  the 
allegation  upon  the  record,  that  the  three 
judges  who  executed  the  commission  in 
relation  to  the  trials  of  the  several  plain- 
tiffs in  error  were  **  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed *'  to  execute  that  commission,  is 
an  affirmative  allegation  of  their  authority 
to  perform  that  duty,  and  that  it  is  in  no 
respect  rendered  uncertain  or  ambiguous 
by  the  subsequent  statement,  that  the 
commission  by  which  they  were  so  au- 
thorized, nominated,  and  appointed,  was 
directed  to  them  and  others. 

The  second  objection  involves  two 
points — 

1.  Whether  the  plaintiffs  in  error,  in 
respect  of  the  6th  count  of  the  indictment, 
were  entitled  to  have  a  copy  of  the  indict- 
ment, a  list  of  the  witnesses,  and  a  list  of 
the  jury,  ten  days  before  the  trial,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  WilUam  3. 
and  the  statute  of  Anne  f 

2.  Whether,  if  ihey  were  so  entitled, 
the  objection  founded  upon  the  non-com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  these  statutes 
was  matter  properly  urged  by  plea  P 

The  judges  are  of  opinion  that  the  plain- 
tiffs in  error  were  not  entitled  to  have  de- 
livered to  them  the  lists  and  copy  referred 
to  in  the  error  assigned  in  that  respect, 
and  therefore  it  becomes  unnecessary  to 
consider  whether  the  objection  was  pro- 
perly urged  by  plea.  The  right  of  the 
plaintiffs  in  error  to  be  furnished  with  the 
copy  of  the  indictment  and  the  lists  re- 
ferred to  has  been  endeavoured  to  be  sus- 
tained by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  in 
error  upon  two  grounds — 

I.  Upon  the  ground  that  the  statute  of 
the  36  Qoo,  3.  c.  7.  extended  to  Ireland. 
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2.  Or  that  if  that  statate  did  not  origin- 
ally extend  to  Ireland,  it  was  afterwards 
so  extended  by  the  opei*ation  of  57  Oeo,  3. 
0.  6.,  and  by  11  and  12  Vict  o.  12. 

The  jndges  are  of  opinion  that  neither 
of  these  ground?  can  be  supported. 

The  statute  of  36  Geo.  3.  passed  before 
the  Union,  and  did  not  bind  Ireland,  and 
therefore  if  it  has  any  application  to  Ire- 
land, it  must  be  by  the  efiect  of  57  Geo.  3., 
or  11  and  12  Vict 

The  first  section  of  36  Geo.  3.  o.  7.  en- 
acted, that  certain  acts  done  during  the 
life  of  his  Majesty  Ge(yrge  3.,  and  until  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  Parliament 
after  a  demise  of  the  Crown,  shall  be 
deemed  treason ;  and  the  first  section  of 
the  57  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  made  those  provisions 
p»erpetual,  but  did  not  extend  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statute  of  36  Geo.  3.  to  Ireland. 

The  fourth  section  of  57  Geo.  3.  o.  6., 
which  has  been  principally  relied  upon, 
expressly  gives  the  benefit  of  7  and  8 
WiM.  3.  and  7  -4n».  c.  21.  to  persons 
acoased  of  any  treason  made  or  declared 
by  that  Act  of  57  Geo.  3.,  and  it  is 
enough  to  say  that  the  charge  in  the 
sixth  count  is  not  for  any  treason  made 
or  declared  by  that  statute. 

With  regard  to  the  statute  of  11  and 
12  Vict,  the  only  effect  of  that  statute  was 
to  extend  to  Ireland  certain  of  the  pro- 
visions of  36  Geo.  3.  made  perpetual  by 
57  Geo.  3. ;  and  the  fourth  section  of 
57  Geo.  3.,  which  has  been  relied  on,  is 
limited  to  treasons  made  or  declared  by 
that  Act,  and  the  treason  which  is  the 
subject  of  the  sixth  count  was  not  one  of 
them,  to  which,  therefore,  it  does  not 
apply. 

As  to  the  objection  that  the  counts 
oharg^g  the  levying  of.  the  war  in  Ire- 
land do'  not  charge  an  offence  which,  in 
point  of  law,  amounts  to  treason — 

This  objection  depends  upon  the  con- 
struction of  the  statute  of  10  Hen.  7.  c.  22., 
passing  by  the  name  of  Foyning^e  Law. 

By  that  statute  we  think  that  those 
acts  which  were  treason  in  England  by 
the  statute  of  Edwa/rd  3.  were  made  trea- 
son in  Ireland,  if  committed  there,  and 
we  cannot  deem  it  necessary  to  say  more 
upon  the  subject  than  that  the  terms  of 
the  statute  admit  of  no  doubt. 

As  to  the  objection  to  the  aUocutua,  we 
think  it  is  the  proper  form. 

All  that  the  prisoner  in  that  stage  of 
the  proceedings  can  properly  be  asked  is, 
what  he  has  to  say  why  judgment  should 
not  be  pronounced ;  and  as  to  precedents 
which  go  further,  we  deem  the  matter  be- 
yond the  question  stated  to  be  surplusage. 

The  only  remaining  error  assigned  re- 
fers to  the  challenge  to  the  jury.  That 
error  has  not  been  urged  at  your  lord- 
ships' Bar,  and  we  think  it  was  very  pro- 


perly abandoned,  as  the  question  is  not 
open  to  any  doubt,  the  language  of  the 
statute  of  9  Geo.  4.  c.  54.  s.  9  being 
clear  and  unambiguous. 

The  judges  have  not  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  trouble  your  lordships  with  a 
more  detailed  statement  of  their  reasons 
for  the  opinions  they  entertain,  as  the 
general  assignments  of  error  have  been 
so  fully  and  ably  and  satisfactorily  dis- 
cussed by  the  learned  judges  of  the  Court 
of  Queen*s  Bench  in  Ireland,  and  which 
arguments  are  before  your  lordships. 

Lord  CoTTENHAM,  L.C. :  YouT  lordships 
having  now  heard  the  srounds  of  the 
opinion  of  the  learned  judges,  those 
learned  judges  concurring  unanimously 
in  the  judgment  pronounced  in  the  Court 
below,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  your  lord- 
ships will  feel  any  difficulty  in  coming  to 
the  same  conclusion  as  that  at  which 
those  learned  judges  have  arrived. 

In  my  own  mind,  indeed,  my  lords,  I 
have  never  had  any  doubts,  from  the  time 
when  I  first  read  these  papers,  as  to  the 
result  of  these  writs  of  error.  The  reasons 
assigned  bjr  the  learned  judges  in  Ireland, 
who  certainly  have  most  learnedly  and 
most  elaborately,  and  in  a  manner  highly 
creditable  to  them,  investigated  the  several 
grounds  upon  which  the  plaintiffs  in  error 
rely,  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  correctness 
of  theii*  decision.  They  properly  con- 
sidered the  importance  of  tHe  subject 
which  they  had  under  their  consideration, 
and  their  judgments,  when  carefully 
perused,  leave  not  any  doubt  upon  the 
mind  of  any  lawyer  as  to  the  soundness 
of  their  conclusion.  We  have  now,  how- 
ever, had  a  confirmation  of  those  reasons 
in  the  opinions  of  the  learned  judges  who 
have  assisted  us  in  considering  the  cases 
now  before  the  House ;  and  if  your  lord- 
ships' concur  in  the  opinion  which  I  have 
formed,  you  will  affirm  the  judgments  of 
the  Court  below. 

I  therefore  move  your  lordships,  on 
these  grounds,  that  judgment  be  ^ven 
for  the  defendant  in  error  in  each  <m  the 
cases  under  consideration. 

Lord  Ltnddubst  :  My  lords,  I  am  of  the 
same  opinion  as  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  who  has  just  addressed  your  lord- 
ships. 

Lord  Bboooham  :  My  lords,  I  entirely 
agree  with  my  noble  and  learned  friena, 
that  the  judgment  ought  to  be  given  for 
the  defendant  in  error. 

I  cannot  express  my  entire  concurrence 
without  adding  my  tribute  of  respectful 
commendation  of  the  great  learning  and 
distinguished  ability  with  which  the 
learned  judges  in  Ireland  have  dealt  with 
the  whole  of  this  important  matter.  I 
never,  in  the  course  of  my  experience, 
read  a  more  able  and  satisfaotory  arga- 
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ment  in  every  respect  than  thafc  of  Ohief 
JuBtice  Blachhwme  ;  and  the  other  learned 
judges  have  all,  in  my  opinion,  distin- 
gnished  themselves  by  their  ability  and 
their  learning,  and  their  carefnl  and  elabo- 
rate consideration  of  these  cases. 

Lord  Caufbell  :  My  lords,  I  cannot 
abstain  from  expressing  my  approbation 
and  admiration  of  the  very  able  manner 
in  which  these  questions  have  been  treated 
by  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  Ireland  and 
the  other  learned  judges  of  the  Court 
below.  I  have  only  further  to  add  that  I 
entirely  concur  with  my  noble  and  learned 
friend  on  the  woolsack  in  the  opinion 
which  he  has  expressed. 

Jadgpient  for  the  defendant  in  error. 

The  judgment  of  death  was  afterwards 
commuted  to  transportation,  under  12  &  13 
Vici.  0.  27.(a) 

(a)  This  statute,  which  was  passed  in  con- 
sequence of  an  objection  taken  by  the  prisoners 
that  the  Crown  had  no  power  to  respite  the 
judgment  of  death  for  treason  except  by  a  free 
paiSon,  recited  that  doubts  had  arisen  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Crown  to  mitigate  the  punishment 


Matebials  madb  USB  OF. — ^The  above 
report  is  compiled  from  the  Eeport  of 
the  Trial  of  William  Smith  &Brien, 
by  John  Oeorge  Hodges,  Government 
Shorthand  Writer,  Dublin,  1849,  and 
from  the  reports  in  3  Cox.  O.C.  360,  and 
2  H.L.  466. 


of  offenders  under  judgment  of  death  for  treason 
in  Ireland,  and  provided  that  it  should  be  lawful 
to  transport  such  offenders  for  the  term  of  their 
natural  lives,  or  any  term  of  years.  Smith 
O'Brien  was  transported  to  Tasmania. 

On  May  18th,  1849,  the  House  of  Commons 
ordered  a  writ  to  issue  for  the  election  of  a  new 
Member  for  the  county  of  Limerick  "in  the 
room  of  William  Smith  0*Brien,  adjudged 
guilty  of  high  treason.''  Bans,,  vol.  105,  pp.  667 
-670.  In  February  1854  he  received  a  pardon 
on  the  condition  of  not  returning  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  in  May  1856  an  unconditional 
pardon.  He  died  June  18th,  1864.  See  Diet. 
Nat.  Biog.  There  have  since  been  four  trials 
for  high  treason  in  Ireland  arising  out  of  the 
Fenian  movement.  See  the  special  report  of 
the  trials  of  Burke  and  McCafferty  at  the  Dublin 
Special  Commission,  1867,  and  of  McClure  and 
O'Brien  at  the  Cork  Special  Commiasion. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


381] 


The  Queen  against  Dowlvag,  1849. 


[882 


THE   QUEEN   against  DOWLING. 


Trial  op  Willum  Dowlinq  for  Treason-Felony,  at  the  Central 
Criminal  Court,  before  ERLE(a)  and  Williams,  J  J.,  Septem- 
ber 22  AND  23,  1848.    (Reported  in  3  Cox,  C.C.  509.) 

The  prisoner  was  indicted  under  the  Treason  Felony  Act,(6)  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  for  feloniously 
compassing  to  depose  the  Queen,  &c.,  and  to  levy  war  against  the  Queen  in  order,  &c.  Evidence 
was  g^yen  that  he  was  secretary  of  the  Davis  Confederate  Club,  in  London ;  that  in  July  and 
August  1848  he  took  part  \ik  meetings  of  Chartists  and  Irish  Confederates,  at  which  a  rising  was 
plamied  for  August  16th  ;  and  that  on  that  day  groups  of  men  were  arrested  in  different  parts  of 
London  armed  with  pikes,  guns,  combustible  balls,  &c.     Verdict,  Guilty. 

1.  TreMon-Felony, — Levying  War. — Compassing  to  depose  the  Queen. 

An  intention  that  numbers  should  assemble  in  arms,  prepared  to  resist  opposers,  and 
intending  to  prevent  the  Government  from  the  free  exercise  of  any  of  its  lawful  powers 
is  an  intention  to  levy  war  against  the  Queen,  within  the  meaning  of  11  &  12  Vict,  c  12. 

An  intention  to  subvert  the  monarchical  constitution,  or  to  sever  Ireland  by  force  from  the 

Crown  of  England,  is  an  intention  to  depose  the  Queen  from  the  style  and  royal  name  of  the 

«  Imperial  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  within  the  meaning  of  11  /^  12  Vict.  c.  12. 

2.  Practice. — Copy  of  Indictment. — Lists  of  Witnesses  and  Jurors. — Beading  over  Panel. 
— Inspection  of  Inaictment  and  names  of  witnesses  after  arraignment. 

In  felony  the  prisoner  is  not  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  indictment,  or  to  lists  of  the  witnesses 
and  jurors,  or  to  have  the  panel  read  over  (r)  ;  but  he  is  entitled  to  have  the  indictment  read 
over  once  before  arraignment,  and  it  is  the  practice,  after  arraignment,  to  allow  ^e 
prisoner's  counsel  to  look  at  the  indictment  and  the  names  of  the  witnesses  indorsed  on  It. 

3.  Challenge. — Voir  dire. 

A  juror  cannot  be  examined  on  the  voir  dire  until  a  cause  of  challenge  has  been  assigned. 

(a)  Afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  C.P. 

lb)  Short  title  under  the  Short  Titles  Act,  1892 ;  see  note  to  Reg.  v.  Mitchel,  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  599. 

(c)  But  see  Reg.  y.  Cuffeg,  below,  p.  467. 


C£NT&A.L  CkIMINAL  CoXJRT. 

Before  Esle  and  Williams,  JJ. 

On  Thursday  Sept  2lBt,  the  erand  jury 
retnmed  tme  bills  against  WiUiam  JJoW' 
ling  and  others  for  treason-felony  under 
11  A  12  Vict.  c.  J  2.  The  prisoners,  who 
were  Chartists  and  Irish  Confederates, 
were  charged  with  conspiring  to  effect  a 
rising  in  London  on  August  16th,  1848,  as 
herein-after  described. 

Counsel  for  the  Crown. — The  Attamey- 
OenerdHQiT  John  Jervi$,(a))  Welshy,  Gh/rh- 
8(my  Bodhvn,  and  OUrk. 

Counsel  for  the  prisoner.— Z^enealy. 

Kenedly  applied  on  behalf  of  Uowling 
for  a  copy  of  the  indictment.  This 
is  a  prosecution  for  treason  disguised 
as  felony  by  l^e  Crown  and  QoYernment 
Security  Act,  and  it  would  be  a  hard- 
ship for  the  prisoner  to  come  before 
the  Court  without  knowing  the  nature  of 
the  charge.  The  common  law  right  to 
hayethe  indictment  read  over,  very  slowly, 
twice  or  three  times  would  involve  great 
waste  of  time. 

BaXiamitme  on  behalf  of  other  prisoners 
made  the  same  application,  and  referred 

(a)  Afterwards  Chief  Jo^ce  of  C*P. 


I  to  the  recent  case  of  Reg.  v.  3fatiw,(a)  in 
;  Ireland,  where  it  was  granted  ex  graUa. 
Erle,  J.,  refused  the  application.    This 
is  a  trial  for  felony,  and  ought  to  be  con- 
ducted in  the  same  way  as  other  trials  for 
felony.    It  woiild  be  the  worst  possible 
example  to  make  any  difference  in  a  court 
^  of  criminal  justice,  as  to  the  mode  in 
i  which  that  justice  is  administered.    The 
intention  of  the  Legislature  in  lowering 
I  the  more  aggravated  crime  of  treason  to 
I  that  of  felony,  was  that  persons  guilty  of 
this  breach  of  the  law  snould  be  tried  in 
I  the  same  way  as  other  criminals.    With 
respect  to  the  parties  not  knowing  what 
they  have  to  answer,  the  depositions  for 
the  most  part  give  full  information  of  the 
facts.    Sometimes  there  are  persons  who 
look  at  the  way  the  facts  are  stated  in  the 
indictment  in  point  of  form  as  a  fruitftil 
source  of  technical  errors,  and  by  availing 
themselves  of  them,  justice  is  frequently 
defeated.    We  ought  not  to  give  any  extra 
facility  for  that  species  of  objection,  be- 
yond what  our  law  has  provided. 

Bodkin  stated  that  the  prisoners'  counsel 
might  have  access  to  the  indictment,  to 
save  the  necessity  of  its  being  read  over 
two  or  three  times  in  open  Court. 

(a)  6  St  Tr.  N.  S.  958. 
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Friday,  September  22. 


Kenealy,  after  an  application  had  been 
made  on  behalf  of  the  other  prisoners  to 
postpone  the  trials,  stated  that  his  client 
desired  to  be  tried  at  once,  and  again 
appealed  for  a  copy  of  the  indictment. 

Eble,  J. :  Yon  are  entitled  to  have  it 
read  over  at  foil  length. 

Kenealy:  I  believe  I  am  entitled  at 
common  law  to  have  it  read  twice.  I 
have  a  very  strong  idea  that  I  can  pro- 
duce cases  to  have  ic  read  three  times. 

Attorney- General:  I  must  state  in  my 
own  justification  that  Mr.  Kenealy  was 
informed  that  he  shonld  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  reading  the  indictment.  He 
went  to  the  oflSce  of  the  Clerk  of  Assize, 
saw  it,  and  would  not  read  it,  and  now  he 
makes  this  application. 

Eblb,  J.:  My  opinion  is  that  you  are 
entitled  to  have  it  read  once.  I  have 
considered  this  matter  in  consequence  of 
your  mentioning  vour  intention  yesterday. 
I  am  quite  sure  tnat  the  rules  and  practice 
of  the  Court  are  to  be  conducted  upon 
some  principle  which  shall  tend  to  the 
due  administration  of  justice.  And  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  where  the  counsel 
has  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
indictment  and  where  afterwards  that  in- 
dictment has  been  read  over  once  slowly  in 
his  presence,  it  would  be  an  absurd  rule  of 
practice  to  say  that  those  same  words  shall 
be  read  three  times  slowly,  merely  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  Court.  I  therefore  decide 
that  you  may  have  it  read  once  slowly 
but  not  more. 

Kenealy:  Your  lordship  has  decided 
without  hearing  me.  I  have  the  names 
of  twelve  cases  in  the  State  Trials  where 
it  was  done. 

Erle,  J.:  I  will  hear  anything  you 
wish  to  say. 

Kenealy:  In  Orahme*8  trial  before 
Holt(a)  the  indictment  was  read  twice  in 
English  and  once  in  Latin ;  in  Ohamock*s 
ca8e,(6)  three  times  ;  in  BosewelVs  case,(c) 
three  times ;  in  Weston's  case,((2)  twice ; 
in  Lord  Maguire^s  ca8e,(e)  twice;  in 
Morris's  case ;(/)  in  Lilhurne's  case  ;{g) 
in  Atkin's  ca8e,(A)  twice ;  in  KonnigemarJ^s 
CM8e,{i)  twice;  in  Batdiffe's  case,(j)  three 
times ;  in  Algerom  8idney*s  case, (A?)  twice. 

(a)  12  St.  Tr.  645. 
(6)  12  St.  Tr.  1386. 
(c)  10  St  Tr.  152. 
(rf)  2  St.  Tr.  912. 
(c)  4  St.  Tr.  658. 
(/)  4  St.  Tr.  1250. 
ig)  4  St.  Tr.  1269. 
(A)  7  St.  Tr.  231. 
(0  9  St.  Tr.  8. 
(f)  Fort.Cr.  L.40. 
({)  9  St.  Tr.  886. 


Eble,  J. :  Have  you  taken  the  trouble 
to  enquire  whether  these  double  readings 
were  not  in  the  time  when  the  indictment 
was  in  Latin  P 

Kenealy:  My  loi*d,  that  makes  no  dif- 
ference at  all. 

Ekle,  J.  :  In  the  one  case  it  would  be  a 
sensible  proceeding,  and  in  the  other  an 
absurd  one.  Have  you  taken  the  trouble 
to  enquire  whether  the  second  reading 
in  English  was  at  a  second  stage  or  an- 
other day  P 

KeneaSy:  Certainly  it  was  on  another 
day.    That  makes  no  difference. 

Erle,  J. :  Your  application  at  this 
moment  is  that  the  inaiotment  should  be 
read  over  three  times  consecutively — that 
is  what  I  have  decided  you  have  no  right 
to. 

The  indictment  was  read  by  the  Clerk 
of  Arraigns. 

Parry :  I  understood  it  was  to  be  read 
slowlv ;  it  is  being  read  rather  fast. 
Boberts  (prisoners'    attorney):     I  must 

?ersonally  apply  to  have  it  read  so  that 
can  copv  it. 

Eble,  J. :  I  must  conduct  this  case  in 
the  same  way  as  all  other  trials  for  felony. 
I  refuse  the  application. 

The  prisoners  were  called  on  to  plead, 
and  all  pleaded.  Not  Guilty. 

Kenealy:  Your  lordship  has  said  that 
the  case  is  to  be  conducted  as  an  ordinary 
felony,  but  I  do  not  know  if  the  Attorney- 
General  will  grant  the  application  that  I 
am  about  to  make  for  a  list  of  the  iurors. 

Eblb,  J. :  I  refuse  th^  application.  If 
you  wish  to  make  any  such  application  to 
any  other  person  you  are  at  liberty  to  do 
so,  but  I  myself  feel  that  I  am  bound  to 
conduct  the  trial  for  this  felony  by  the 
rules  applicable  to  felonies.  The  ludge 
does  puDlic  mischief  who  at  all  at  his  dis- 
cretion departs  from  those  rules.  I  there- 
fore feel  it  my  duty  at  once  to  say  that  I 
will  not  direct  any  list  of  jurors  to  be 
given  in  the  case  which  would  not  be 
granted  in  an  ordinary  trial. 

The  Attorney- General  having  refdsed  a 
list  of  the  witnesses,  BaUanUne  applied 
that  the  prisoners'  attorney  miffht  see 
the  names  of  the  witnesses  on  theT>ack  of 
the  bill. 

Eble,  J. :  I  have  seen  it  constantly  done 
in  trials,  after  the  party  is  called  on  upon 
the  arraignment,  for  the  counsel  for  the 

Erisoner  to  see  the  indictment,  and  that  I 
ave  been  told  is  the  regular  rule ;  and 
therefore  I  will  direct,  if  you  wish  it,  that 
the  indictment  should  be  handed  to  you» 
your  client  being  now  arraigned.  It  is 
usually  permitt^,  and  I  permit  you  to 
look  at  it  sow. 
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Kenealy  applied  that  the  list  of  jurors 
should  be  read  over,  and  referred  to 
Townley*8  case.(a)  That  was  high  treason, 
where  the  prisoner  had  already  a  copy  of 
the  panel,  but  the  common  law  right  to 
have  the  panel  read  over  was  allowed. 
This  is  a  strange  case. 

EfiLE,  J. :  If  it  is  put  now  as  a  matter 
of  right,  and  I  am  called  upon  to  decide 
whether  upon  every  trial  for  felony  the 
counsel  for  the.  prisoner  has  a  right  to 
have  the  panel  of  the  jury  read  over,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  there  is  no  such  right,  and  , 
I  refuse  the  application.  I 

William  Preston  having  been  called—     I 
Kenealy:  I  wish  to  ask  if  that  gentle-  ' 
man  is  a  special  constable  P  j 

Erle,  J. :  You  have  no  right  to  ask  any  I 
such  question.  You  have  a  right  to  chat  i 
lenfire  him.  | 

Kenealy  I  I  know  I  have  a  right  to 
chailengertwenty,  and  I  wish  to  examine 
every  one  of  them  on  the  voir  dire, 

Erle,  J. :  Not  without  exercising  some 
right  of  challenge. 

Kenealy:    Then  I  shall  challenge  him 
for  cause,  and  then  ask  if  he  is  a  special 
instable. 
Erle,  J. :  What  is  your  cause  P 
Kenealy :  I  am  not  bound  to  state  the 
cause. 

Attomev-Oeneral:  My  lord  will  ascer- 
tain whether  it  is  a  good  cause,  and  will 
appoint  triers  to  try  him. 

Kenealy:  My  lord,  I  cannot  tell  you 
the  cause  until  I  have  the  juryman  sworn 
on  the  voir  dire, 
Erle,  J. :  Have  you  any  cause  P 
Kenealy:  That  he  does  not  stand  in- 
different. 

AUomey 'General:  That  is  no  cause. 
You  must  state  a  particular  cause. 

Erle,  J. .-  As  I  understand  a  challenge 
for  cause,  you  must  make  out  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Court  some  reason  for  be- 
lieving that  your  cause  is  well  founded. 
Can  you  state  to  mo  what  is  your  reason 
for  believing  that  you  have  cause  for  chal- 
lenging the  impartiality  of  William 
Fresion? 

Kenealy:  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
he  is  a  special  constable  and  has  prejudged 
this  case.  It  is  perfectly  notorious  that 
the  great  majonty  of  the  inhabitants 
about  here  were  sworn  as  special  con- 
stables. I  have  no  special  instructions 
with  regard  to  this  gentleman.  I  never 
heard  his  name  before. 

Erle,  J. :  Then  I  now  proceed — having 
disposed  of  that  challenge  for  cause— the 
officer  of  the  Court  will  proceed  with 
William  Preston,  and  the  swearing  of  him 
in  due  course. 
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Kenealy:    Am    I  to  understand  your 
lordship  tu  say  that  I  am  not  to  be  allowed 
to  examine  upon  the  voir  dire  ?    Am  I  to 
understand  that  that  right  is  to  be  taken 
away  from  the  people  of  England,  as  all 
the  other  rights  are  taken  away  by  this 
Crown  and  Felony  Act  P    I  am  not  aware 
I  of  a  single  instance,  and  I  assure  your 
lordship  that  I   have  entered  into  this 
case  with  a  great  deal  of  particularity, 
I  whore  a  judge  called  upon  a  counsel  to 
I  assign  a  cause.    I  do  not  know  whether  it 
I  is  Hawkins  that  your  lordship  has  in  your 
I  hand,  but  I  believe  Mr.  8er}ea,nt  Hawkvns 
I  was  one  of  the  loosest  law-writers  who  ever 
I  wrote.    He  has  laid  down  a  good  many 
I  things  which  are  not  law. 
I      Erle,  J. :  I  have  never  seen  it  done.     I 
I  have  read  many  text  books  upon  the  sub- 
I  jcct  and  I  have  never  seen  the  right  laid 
down.    I  have  had  no  authority  cited  to  me 
showing  that  the  right  was  ever  exercised, 
and  it  appears  to  me  an  extremely  un- 
reasonable and    improper    thing   that  a 
juror  should  without  any  reason  be  cross- 
examined  by  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner 
without  any  instructions  upon  the  subject. 
I  am  sure  that  no  harm  can  be  done  to 
the  prisoner  while  the  prisoner  has  the 
right  secured  to  him  by  law  of  challeng- 
ing peremptorily  any  juror  who  is  un- 
satisfactory to  his  mmd.    That  being  the 
state  of  the  case,  I  dispose  of  your  appli- 
cation to  put  questions  to  the  iuror  by 
saying,  that  in  my  opinion,  you  have  not 
that  right,  and  I  direct  the  officer  of  the 
Court  to  swear  the  juror. 

Kenealy  applied  to  the  Court  to  reserve 
the  point. 

Erle,  J. :  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
if  the  question  was  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  it  is  no  ground  of  challenge. 

The  jury  having  been  sworn. 

Kenealy:  I  believe  I  have  a  right  to 
have  the  indictment  read  again,  out  at 
present  I  waive  it. 

Erle,  J. :  I  was  going  to  say  that  inas- 
much as  several  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
jury  were  not  present  before,  if  it  waH 
your  wish  to  have  it  read,  it  must  bo 
done. 

Kenealy :  No,  my  lord,  I  waive  it. 

The  jury  were  charged  with  the 
prisoner. 

Indictmbnt. 

Central  Criminal  Court,  to  wit. — The  jurors 
for  our  Lady  the  Queen,  apon  their  oath 
prrsent  that  Alfred  Dowling,  late  of  the  parish 
of  ChriHtchurch,  in  the  comity  of  Surrey, 
labourer,  with  several  others  named,  being  sub- 
jects of  our  said  I^dy  the  Queen,  not  having 
the  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes,  nor  weighing 
the  duty  of  their  allegiance,  but  wholly  with- 
drawing the  love,  obedience,  fidelity,  and  alle- 
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giance  which  every  true  and  faithftil  subject  of 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  should  and  of  right 
ought  to  bear  towards  our  said  Lady  the  Queen, 
heretofore  and  after  the  pasrin^  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  made  and  passed  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  the  reign  of  her  present  Majesty,  intituled 
— •*  An  Act  for  the  better  security  of  the  Crown 
and  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  to 
wit,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight,  and  on  divers  other  daj-s  and  times 
as  well  before  as  after  that  day,  with  force  and 
arins,  at  the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
taid  Court,  wickedly  and  feloniously,  amongst 
themselves  and  together  with  divers  other  evil- 
disposed  persons,  to  the  jurors  aforesaid  un- 
known, did  compass,  imagine,  invent,  devise, 
and  intend  to  levy  war  against  our  said  Lady 
the  (}ueen  within  that  part  of  the  YJnited  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  called  Eng- 
land, in  order  by  force  and  constraint  to  com- 
pel her  to  change  her  measures  and  counsels, 
and  the  said  compassing,  imagination,  inven- 
tion, device,  and  intention,  did  then  and  there 
express,  utter,  and  declare,  hy  divers  overt  acts 
and  deeds  hereinafter  mentioned;  that  is  to 
say,  in  order  to  fulfil  (U/  overt  act)  and  per- 
fect, and  bring  into  effect  their  felonious  com- 
passing, imagination,  invention,  device,  and 
mtention  aforesaid,  they  the  said  Alfred  Dow* 
ling,  and  the  others,  on  the  said  fifteenth  day  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  aforesaid,  and 
on  divers  other  days  and  times  as  well  before 
as  after  that  day,  with  force  and  arms,  at  the 
parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Court, 
wickedly  and  feloniously  did  assemble,  meet, 
conspire,  consult,  and  agree  amount  them- 
selves, and  together  with  divers  evil-disposed 
persons  to  the  jurors  aforesaid  unknown,  to  stir 
up,  raise,  make,  and  levy  insurrection,  rebellion, 
and  war  against  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  within 
this  realm,  and  to  overthrow  and  destroy  the 
constitution  and  Government  by  law  esta- 
blished within  this  realm ;  and  further  to  fulfil, 
&c ,  (2nd  overt  act),  they,  &c.,  wickedly  and 
feloniously  did  purchase,  procure,  provide,  and 
have  divers  large  quantities  of  arms,  to  wit, 
swords,  daggers,  pikes,  bayonets,  guns,  and 
pistols,  and  divers  large  quantities  of  ammu- 
nition— ^to  wit,  gunpowder,  leaden  bullets,  and 
shot,  with  intent  therewith  to  arm  themselves 
and  other  evil-disposed  persons,  in  order  to 
attack,  resist,  fight  with,  kill  and  destroy  the 
soldiers,  troops,  and  forces  of  our  said  Lady 
the  Queen,  and  the  police  constables  and 
peace-officers  acting  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty  within  the  realm;  and  to  raise,  make, 
and  levy  insurrection,  rebellion,  and  war  against 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen  within  this  realm ; 
and  further  to  fulfil,  ftc,  (8rrf  overt  act),  they, 
&o.,  wickedly  and  feloniously  did  assemble, 
meet,  conspire,  consult,  and  agree  together 
amongst  themselves,  and  together  with  divers 
other  evil-disposed  persona,  to  the  jurors  afore- 
said unknown,  to  let  fire  to,  bum,  and  deMroy 
divers  police  stations,  railway  stations,  houses, 
and  buildings,  and  to  provide  and  prepare  divers 
combustibles  and  materials  for  the  purpose  of 


setting  fire  to,  burning,  and  destroying  the  same ; 
and  further,  to  fulfil,  &c.,  {ith  overt  act),  they, 
&c.,wickedly  and  feloniously  did  enrol  themselves, 
as,  and  became  and  were,  members  of  divers 
unlawful,  secret,  and  dangerous  associations, 
clubs,  and  confederacies,  holding  secret  corre- 
spondence and  communications  with  each  other, 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing,  raising,  making, 
and  levying  insurrection,  rebellion,  and  war 
within  this  realm  ;  in  contempt  of  our  Lady  the 
Queen  and  her  laws,  to  the  evil  example  of  all 
others  in  the  like  case  offending,  against  the 
form  of  the  Statute  in  that  case  niade  and  pro- 
vided, and  against  the  peace  of  our  ha\d  Lady 
the  Queen,  her  crown,  and  dignity.*' 

The  second  coant  averred  the  com- 
passing and  intent  to  be  to  deprive  and 
depose  our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queon 
from  the  style,  honour,  and  royal  name 
of  the  Imperial  Crown  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  was  in  all  other  respeotis  the  same  ns 
the  first  count. 

Opening  Speech  for  the  Ceown. 

[The  Attorney' Genet'ol  stated  that  this 
was  the  first  prosecution,  in  England 
under  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  which  he 
explained  had  been  passed  in  consequence 
of  a  defect  in  the  law,  which  divided  all 
political  ofi'ences  into  treason,  with  its 
penal  consequences,  and  misdemeanors. 
One  result  of  this  was  that  foolish  and 
vainglorioQS  persons  were  tempted  to 
make  mart;|^rs  of  themselves  by  incurring 
the  penalties  of  treason,— a  stimulus, 
whicn  was  taken  away  from  them  by  this 
Act,  allowing  such  offences  to  be  pro- 
secuted as  felony.  The  only  privileges 
of  which  it  deprived  the  subject  were  the 
privileges  of  being  hanged  and  disem- 
bowelled and  treated  as  a  traitor.] 

Before  the  passing  of  this  Act  there 
were  three  classes  of  treason,  an  attempt 
or  desire,  as  it  is  called  a  compassing 
to  murder  the  Sovereign,  a  compassing 
or  intention  or  desire  to  depose  the 
Sovereign,  and  a  compassing  or  desire 
to  levy  war,  that  is  to  raise  an  insur- 
rection, or  by  force  to  compel  the  Sove- 
reign, or  the  Gk>vemment  of  the  Sovereign, 
to  change  their  measures.  It  would  have 
been  highly  impolitic  and  improper  that 
any  mitigation  whatever  in  the  first  class 
of  the  oneuces  should  be  attempted  by 
the  legislature,  and  therefore  any  attempt 
upon  the  life  of  the  Sovereign,  is  now,  as 
it  was,  visited  with  the  highest  penalties 
of  the  law ;  but  to  attempt  to  depose  the 
Sovereign,  to  attempt  to  levy  war,  to 
drive  the  Sovereign  by  force  to  change 
the  measures  of  the  Qovernment,  has  by 
this  Act,  mercifully  and  most  judiciously, 
been  reduced  from  the  higher  penalty  of 
the  law  to  the  off^ence  of  felony,  for  which 
the  party  may  suffer  the  high  penalty  of 
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transportation  for  life,  or  a  lesser  term  of  i 
seven  years,  or  even,  if  the  circnmstances  j 
justify  it,  may  be  simply  imprisoned  for  a  I 
period  not  exceeding  two  years.  The  1 
charges,  therefore,  under  this  statute,  as  { 
they  are  expounded  technically  in  the  in- 
dictment, are  two.  The  first  is,  the  inten- 
tion— that  is,  the  compassing,  and  imagin- 
ing and  devising  and  intending  to  levy 
war  against  the  Queen,  in  order  to  con- 
strain and  compel  her  to  change  her 
measures  and  councils.  The  second  is  a 
similar  compassing,  in  order  to  deprive 
and  depose  tne  Queen  from  the  style  and 
honour  of  the  royal  name  of  the  Imperial 
Grown  of  this  kingdom.  Each  of  these 
compassings,  as  was  the  practice  formerly 
in  treason,  which  is  now  retained  by  a 
provision  of  this  Statute,  is  established 
in  the  indictment  by  a  statement 
of  a  variety  i)f  what  are  called  overt 
acts,  as  applicable  to  each  count  of  the 
indictment.  They  are  the  conspiring, 
consulting,  and  agreeing  together  to  raise 
.  insurrection — that  is  one  ;  the  purchasing, 
providing,  procuring,  and  having  arms 
and  ammunition — that  is  the  second .  Th  e 
third  is,  assembling  and  conspiring 
amongst  themselves  to  set  fire  to,  bum, 
and  destroy  police  stations,  railway  sta- 
tions, and  others.  The  foui*th  is  to  enrol 
themselves  and  become  members  of  un- 
lawful, secret,  and  dangerous  associations 
and  clubs.  If  all,  or  any  one,  of  these 
overt  acts  is  proved  to  your  satisfac- 
tion, justifying  the  intent  laid  in  the 
indictment,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  find  the 
prisoner  guilty  of  this  charge.  Now,  it 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  charge 
being  founded  and  supported  by  the  alle- 
gation of  felonious  conspiracy, the  inquiry 
is  not  limited  to  the  sole  and  simple  acts 
of  the  prisoner  standing  at  the  bar ;  for, 
the  conspiracy  having  been  once  ascer- 
tained and  proved,  which  is  the  foundation 
of  the  charge,  the  acts  of  others  joining 
in  the  conspiracy,  and  the  assertions  of 
other  parties  to  that  combination,  will  be 
evidence  against  the  prisoner. 

I  regret  to  state  that  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar  has  moved  in  a  different  sphere 
from  those  as  to  whose  cases  we  have 
principally  been  engaged  upon  in  this 
and  former  sessions ;  he  is  a  man  of  edu- 
cation,  a  man,  I  am  told,  of  considerable 
talent,  an  artist  by  trade,  who,  if  he  had 
devoted  himself  to  the  application  of  his 
honest  industry,  might  have  supported 
himself  with  credit  and  respectability  ;  but 
unfortunately  from  some,  I  presume,  per- 
version ho  has  connected  hinmelf,  not 
with  politics,  for  of  that  there  can  be  no 
complaint,  but  given  himself  to  a  course 
and  practice  which,  if  it  had  not  been 
detected  fortunately  on  the  16th  of 
August,  the  day  when  the  rising  was  to 


take  place,  would  have  been  attended 
with  the  most  melancholy  and  destructive 
consequences,  not  only  I  fear  to  the  lives 
of  many,  certainly  to  the  property  of  most, 
bat  infallibly  to  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  this  kingdom.  You  have  heard  possi- 
bly from  general  report,  that  amongst 
others  who  are  to  be  called  as  witnesses, 
there  are  some  who  have  taken  part  in  the 
illegal  course,  now  the  subject  of  this 
enquiry.  I  shall  be  compelled  to  call 
more  than  one  such  person,  and  in  the 
outset  I  beg  of  you,  while  you  recollect 
that  it  is  impossible  from  pure  sources  to 
get  evidence  in  transactions  of  this  de- 
scription, I  beg  of  you  to  watch  narrowly 
the  testimony  of  those  who  stand  here 
in  the  character  of  accomplices,  and  to 
take  care  they  are  confirmed  in  important 
matters,  although  I  am  sorry  to  say  in 
this  case  that  there  is  under  the  hand- 
writing of  Bowling  himself,  conclusive 
confirmation  of  the  case  I  am  about  to 
state  to  you. 

You  have  heard  that  there  has  been 
in  this  country  for  many  years  a  body 
of  persons  who  have  become  advocates 
of  the  People's  Charter;  of  that  there 
can  be  no  complaint  here  or  elsewhere. 
Everyone  has  an  undoubted  right  to  enter- 
tain what  political  opinions  he  pleases, 
and  to  advocate  and  to  agitate  for  the 
assertion  of  those  political  opinions,  pro- 
vided he  keeps  himself  witmn  the  calm 
course  of  free  discussion,  and  attempts  to 
do  nothing  treasonable  or  illegal. 

You  know,  likewise,  that  recently,  I 
regret  to  say,  Ireland  has  been  in  a  state 
amounting  to  open  rebellion  ;  and,  I  be- 
lieve, comparatively  recently,  a  new  addi- 
tion to  the  Chartist  Associations 

KeneaXy :  My  lord,  I  object  to  the 
Attomey-Oeneral  attempting  to  influence 
the  minds  of  the  jury  by  reference  to  any 
matter  of  which  he  will  not  give  evidence. 
On  the  recent  trials  here  for  sedition,  I 
heard  the  AUomey'Oeneral  talk  about 
Communism  and  Jacobinism.  He  gave 
no  evidence,  my  lord,  of  Communism  or 
Jacobinism,  though  he  attempted  to  in- 
fluence the  jury  on  both. 

Eble,  J.:  If  you  look  at  this  in  the 
nature  of  a  public  event,  universally 
known,  it  may  be  alluded  to  for  the  course 
of  justice.  I  do  not  undertake  to  speak 
to  the  exact  accuracy  of  the  language,  but 
in  a  treatise  on  evidence  I  have  seen  that 
laid  down — contemporaneous  history  I 
have  seen  alluded  to. 

Attorney '  O ener al ;  We  are  aware  that 
Ireland  has  been  in  the  state  I  have  de- 
scribed. I  regret  to  state  that  not  onlv 
have  the  Chifftists,  as  they  were  callea, 
deviated  from  the  fair  mode  of  dis- 
cussion and  meeting  to  advocate  their 
political  opinions,  but  there  were  Con- 
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federate  Clubs  of  InsDmen,  whose  object 
was  to  do  what  they  could  in  this  country 
by  creating  disturbances,  by  resorting  to 
force,  not  only  to  intimidate  the  Govern- 
ment and  to  paralyze  their  exertions  when 
du*ected  to  Ireland,  but  to  harass  the 
people  of  this  metropolis,  who,  feeling  the 
importance  of  peace  and  quiet,  without 
reference  to  their  political  opinions,  were 
willinff  to  rise  to  a  man  for  toe  protection 
of  order.  There  were  these  Clubs  and 
Confederates  i^ssociated  together  to  disturb 
the  public  peace,  and  it  had  gone  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  Chartists,  who  had  met 
originally  merely  to  discuss  and  assert 
their  political  opinions,  issued  handbills  and 
papers  to  create  and  to  form  illegal  com- 
binations and  corresponding  societies,  a 
copy  of  which  I  now  have  in  my  hand, 
by  which  they  arranged  to  divide  the 
metropolis  of  the  country  into  districts. 
They  had  Class  Leaders  and  Correspond- 
ing Delegates,  and  were  in  communica- 
tion throughout  the  whole  country,  so 
that  they  could,  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  Government,  have  simultaneous 
risings  throughout  the  country,  and,  by 
dispersing  the  force  of  the  authorities, 
pamyze  and  neutralize  the  utility  of  that 
force,  and  with  them  the  Irish  Confederates 
associated.  I  mention  that  with  reference 
to  the  prisoner,because  he  was  the  secretary 
of  the  Davis  Confedei*ate  Club.  I  will  reaa 
to  you  the  resolutions  of  that  club  entered 
in  a  book,  I  believe,  in  the  handwriting  of 
the  prisoner,  found  in  his  lodgings  after 
his  apprehension.  You  will  for^ve  me 
for  saying,  and  I  say  it  with  sincerity, 
I  blush  for  my  profession  to  be  obliged  to 
read  them — but  they  show  pretty  clearly 
what  was  the  object  and  intention  of  the 
prisoner — and  I  am  compelled  to  read,  and, 
therefore,  I  do  read  them,  let  me  assure 
the  learned  counsel,  with  no  other  inten- 
tion but  the  sincere  discharge  of  my  duty 
on  this  occasion.  This  is  from  a  minute 
book  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Confedera- 
tion of  the  Davis  Club-— 

<'  Public  Meeting,  Wednesday,  May  8rd.  Mr. 
Thomas  Corcorran,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 
— ^The  news  from  Limerick  was  read  from  the 
Telegraph,  Articles  were  read  by  Mr.  Dowling 
from  the  United  Irishman.  Mr.  Doheny/' 

a  gentleman  who,  we  hear,  is  the  leader  of 
the  disturbances  in  Ireland— 

'*  Barrister-at-Law,  attended  and  addressed  the 
meeting,  amidst  the  highest  enthusiasm.  This 
address  was  practical,  and  recommended  to 
'  every  man  to  make  himself  as  strong  as  possible, 
that  no  aggression  may  find  them  unprepared. — 
Saturday,  10th  June.  Mr.  Dowling  was  directed 
to  attend  as  Secretary,  pro  tempore. — Wednesday, 
14  th  June.  Mr.  Donald  Mathewsou  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Kenealy  moved  a  resolution  to  the  effect 


that    this    Club    disclaim  all  connection  with 

Chartists  and  physical  force  men.    Mr,  

seconded  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Nolaa,  in  a  long 
speech,  opposed  the  motion,  and  objected  on 
the  ground  of  irregularity.  It  was  finally  left 
to  the  decision  of  the  club  in  committee.  On 
Friday  evening  subscriptions  wore  received  for 
the  Defence  Fund,  amounting  to  1/.  9«.  Id. 
Mr.  Kenealy  mo  red  the  following  resolu- 
tion:— That  this  club  disclaims  all  connection 
with  pikes,  rifles,  guns,  and  pistols,  and  will  use 
none  other  than  legal  and  constitutional  means 

in  accomplishing  its  object.    Mr. seconded 

the  resolution." 

Remember  what  Dowling  moved.  He 
moved  an  amendment  — 

'*  That  it  be  postponed  till  the  day  of  judgment, 
— carried  unanimously." 

And,  gentlemen,  this  is,  I  believe,  the 
handwriting  of  Dowling  himself,  as  secre- 
tary. A  gentleman  (I  wish  he  had  not 
been  there),  from  some  motive  moves  that 
the  Club  disclaim  resorting  to  force. 
DowUnjg,  who  is  charged  with  arming, 
providing,  and  procuring  arms,  and  agree- 
ing to  levy  war,  one  of  the  overt  acts, 
moves  that  that  appeal  to  the  meeting,  not 
to  resort  to  force,  oe  adjourned  to  the  day 
of  judgment.  He  argues  it,  it  is  sup- 
ported and  carried  in  that  club  unani- 
mously, he  enters  it  in  the  minutes  in  his 
own  handwriting. 

On  the  16th  of  August  a  number  of 
persons  were  apprehended  at  the  **  Orange 
Tree,"  in  Orange  Street,  Bed  Lion  Square. 
lUtchie,  1  think,  having  a  quantity  of 
combustible  balls  under  the  seat  where 
he  was  sitting,  and  having  al  his  lodgings, 
upon  his  premises,  117  ball  cartridges, 
4  bullet  moulds,  4  loose  bullets,  3  com- 
bustible balls,  a  powder  horn,  a  bottle 
full  of  gunpowder,  a  bayonet,  and  a  ladle 
for  melting  lead,  a  piece  of  lead,  50  per- 
cussion caps,  and  a  quantify  of  snot. 
A  number  of  persons  were  arrested  on 
the  same  day,  eleven  I  think,  at  the 
*'  Angel,"  in  Webber  Street,  Blackfriars 
Eoad,  every  one  of  them,  armed  with 
bullets,  cartridges,  pikes,  and  pistols 
loaded,  and  one  of  them  not  shewing 
courage  commensurate  with  his  apparent 
boldness,  having  some  kind  of  tin  plate 
upon  his  breast  to  resist  an  attack  upon 
himself,  I  presume.  On  the  same  day,  in 
various  parts  of  London,  armed  people 
were  apprehended,  one  of  them.  Argue, 
going  to  a  meeting,  which  I  will  show 
was  arranged  beforehand,  with  a  gun  con- 
cealed under  his  coat  which  he  said  was 
an  umbrella  he  was  taking  to  St.  Giles', 
where  he  heard  there  was  to  be  a  meeting 
of  armed  persons,  for  his  own  defence. 

Now,  that  being  so,  we  will  see  what 
preceded  these  acts,  which — if  connected 
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with  the  prisoner  as  part  of  the  previous 
arraBgement,  my  lords  will  toll  you — 
clearly  amount  to  arming  in  support  of  the 
overt  act  charged,  and  are  sufficient  to 
make  out  this  indictment.  It  seems  that 
mattersihad  arrived  at  such  a  state  that  not 
only  the  Chartists  but  the  Confederates 
wore  determined  to  act  offensively,  and 
they  appointed  what  was  called  the  '*Plot- 
ting  Committee/'  of  which  the  prisoner 
was  a  member. 

IThe  Attorney'  General  proceeded  to  state 
that  evidence  would  be  given  by  Potoell  as 
to  the  election  of  the  **  Plotting  Com- 
mittee," on  July  20th,  and  an  adjourned 
meeting  on  July  23rd,  when  a  map  of 
London  was  produced,  and  a  plan  of  the 
Seven  Dials.  Consultations  were  held 
between  the  parties  with  reference  to  the 
best  mode  of  destroying  the  police  stations 
and  the  railway  stations,  and  the  mode  of 
making  barricades,  and  assassinating  the 
police.  PoweU  would  also  givo  evidence  as 
to  subseauent  meetings,  especially  one  on 
August  4th  at  GwrtvmgMs  Coffee  Hoase, 
when  another  person  of  notoriety  appeared 
on  the  scene,  Guffey,  who  was  appointed 
secretary  to  the  **  Plotting,  or  Ulterior 
Committee."  It  would  be  proved  that  Cuffey 
gave  directions  to  another  man  for  the 
preparation  of  ball  cartridges  and  offensive 
weapons;  and  being  remonstrated  with, 
and  asked  what  was  the  use  of  that, 
because  the  man  had  no  gun,  said  they 
would  break  open  the  gunsmith's  shops 
and  provide  themselves  with  guns,  but 
they  must  be  prepared  with  ammunition. 
Powell  would  also  give  evidence  of  other 
meetings,  especially  one  at  the  *'  Orange 
Tree  '*  on  August  Hth,  when  propositions 
were  made  to  select  persons  who  could  be 
depended  upon,  to  station  them  at  particu- 
lar places,  to  fire  houses,  police  stations, 
and  railway  stations,  and  BitcMe  and 
others  were  directed  to  endeavour  to  pre- 
vail upon  the  men  of  the  North  Western 
Station,  who  were  then  out,  to  join  in  the 
Confederation.  Each  delegate  made  a 
report  to  the  committee  ot  the  stock  of 
ammunition,  and  of  the  men  who  he 
believed  were  prepared  to  act  under  his 
directions.] 

I  now  come  to  the  15th  of  August,  and  it 
is  a  most  important  meeting.  On  the  15th 
there  was  a  meeting  of  delegates  by  ad- 
journment at  the  **  Lord  Denman  "  beer 
shop,  there  were  present  40  persons,  Bitchier 
Gxvrney,  Bowling,  Cuffey,  Fay,  Lacy  and 
many  others.  Jjoey  who  had  been  in  the 
North  and  had  returned,  stated  that  he 
was  watched  by  the  police— and  I  believe 
warned  by  a  boy  that  he  was  so  watched — 
that  he  was  sure  the  people  in  the  North 
were  ready  to  rise  to  a  man,  and  proposed 
that  the  sub-committee  of  five  should  re- 
tire and  consult  together.    They  accord* 


ingly  retired  to  a  coffee-house  in  the 
neighbourhood.  All  but  Lacy  returned 
and  Mullins  then  made  a  statement,  I 
believe,  in  the  presence  of  Bowling,  of  the 
result  of  their  deliberations,  which  I  will 
now  read  to  you.  **  Gentlemen,  as  you 
are  ail  aware  of  the  sub-committee  having 
retired  and  come  to  certain  resolutions, 
they  have  appointed  me  to  give  you  cer- 
tain instructions.  You  all  understand 
very  well  what  we  have  met  here  for,  and 
I  have  one  question  to  ask  you.  You  will 
understand  that  there  is  to  be  no  flinching 
in  the  matter,  you  are  to  speak  out 
honestly  and  boldly ;  to-morrow  night  the 
blow  must  be  struck.  I  shall  put  the 
question  plainly,  whether  you  will  come 
out  to  a  man  P  "  At  this  point  Cuffey 
interposed  and  said,*'  The  time  is  precious, 
you  ,know  I  must  be  off,  you  know 
all  my  men  are  waiting  for  me,  I  take 
the  Western  Division."  MuUins  ^xi\,  it 
round  to  the  various  persons,  "Yes  or 
no,  are  you  prepared?"  And  all  but 
two  announced  their  intention  of  being 
prepared  and  their  determination  to  act. 
Bowling  was  one  who  assented,  and  Powell 
assented  likewise.  They  were  to  go  out 
and  fight,  there  is  no  question  about  it. 
He  further  says,**  The  further  instructions 
I  have  to  give  yon  are  these,  we  shall  take 
up  four  positions.**  One  was  to  meet  a  body 
on  Clerkenwell  Green,  and  another  at  the 
Tower  Hamlets,  another  at  the  Broadway, 
Westminster,  and  the  fourth  position  was 
the  Seven  Dials.  Brewster  was  to  take 
Clerkenwell,  Paifne  the  Tower,  Mnllina 
the  Broadway,  and  a  man  named  Bassett 
the  Seven  Dials.  They  were  to  meet  at 
twenty  minutes  past  nine  to  a  second ; 
every  man  was  to  be  there ;  and  Bitohie 
was  to  meet  four  confidential  men  from 
each  locality — men  that  would  do  every- 
thing or  anything— at  the  **  Orange  Tree  *' 
public  house  at  five  o'clock.  That  there 
might  be  no  mistake,  a  sort  of  tri-coloured 
ribbon  was  produced  to  be  worn  on  the 
wrist,  as  a  badge,  by  the  leaders.  And  you 
will  find  that  on  the  apprehension  of  one 
of  them,  such  a  badge  was  found,  confirm- 
ing in  that  respect  the  testimony  of  the 

'  accomplice. 

Now,  how  is  that  statement  confirmed  P 
On  August  16th  at  five,  or  a  few  minutes 
after,  we  find  in  the  *'  Orange  Tree,"  the 
men  there  with  Bitohie  in  the  course  of 

I  active  conversation.  About  the  same 
time  we  find  at  the  Angel,  in  Webber 
Street,  11  men,  armed  with  the  most 
deadly  weapons ;  and  though,  of  course, 

'  their  apprenension  spread  like  wildfire 
and  gave  warning  to  the  disaffected,  we 
find,  difring  the  night,  men  going  armed 
in  various  parts  of  London— one  of  them. 
Argue,  saying  that  he  was  goin^  to  Seven 
Dials  with  a   gun,  which  he  called  an 
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umbrella,  to  protect  himself  in  the  event  i 
of  there  being  a  riot.  ' 

We  have,  therefore,  in  the  acts  of  the 
parties,  the  clearest  confirmation  of  the 
evidence  of  this  witness.  It  may  no 
donbt  be  said  that  everybody  has  a  right 
to  have  arms  or  ammunition,  but  here  we 
find  persons  assembled  at  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  in  large  numbers,  armed 
with  weapons  that  nobody  has  for  self- 
defence  ;  we  find  in  the  hands  of  men  who 
from  their  position  in  life  would  not  be 
expected  to  have  them,  combustible  balls, 
pikes  and  pistols,  for  purposes  of  oflence, 
the  combustible  balls  being  charged  with 
nails  and  pieces  of  iron,  with  a  fuse  run- 
ning through  them  for  the  purpose  of 
easier  ignition.  Ton  will  find  that  MuUins, 
at  nine,  goes  to  give  notice  tbat  these 
parties  have  been  arrested,  and  to  disperse 
the  meetings. 

£The  Attorney- General  stated  that  evi- 
dence would  be  given  by  BaUdtoinson, 
Carder  and  others,  confirming  Towell^ 

This,  gentlemen,  is  a  general  outline  of 
the  case.  At  the  outset  we  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  the  ultimate  wishes  of 
Bowling,  the  prisoner,  because  he  re- 
pudiates altogether  a  resort  to  moral 
force  and  moral  argument,  and  adjourns 
to  the  day  of  judgment  the  resolution 
that  there  should  be  no  resort  to  pikes 
and  arms.  I  will  show  you  that  he  was 
in  constant  communication  with  these 
parties,  and  confirm  it  by  the  fact  that 
the  risings  took  place  as  thev  were 
originally  intended.  I  now  conclude  by 
rea^ng  a  letter,  in  his  own  handwriting, 
addressed,  I  believe,  to  his  aunt.    lam 

?;lad  that  this  Act  of  Parliament  has  taken 
rom  him  the  vain  filory,  the  foolish  and 
absurd  notion,  that  he  is  to  be  a  martyr. 
A  traitor  to  be  dignified  by  the  name  of 
martvr — he  is  a  mere  felon ;  he  admits 
the  full  extent  of  his  liability,  he  sees 
the  consequence,  but  consoles  himself 
that  he  is  a  victim,  a  martyr,  a  traitor — 
IThe  Attorney-  General  read  theletter(a).  J 
Now,  nobody  living,  and  having  hoard 
the  account  of  FovoeUy  can  read  this  with- 
out knowing  what  the  judgment  of  this 
person  is  of  his  own  case.  He  says,  Powell 
has  betrayed  us — that  is,  Powell  has  stated 
what  he  knew,  and  the  conseqaence  is 
what,  **  I  am  outlawed— my  neck  is  in 
jeopardy;  but  I  calculated  the  conse- 
quences before  I  did  the  act,  and  I  must 
fly  from  the  country."  This,  I  believe,  is 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  prisoner  himself, 
it  is  found  upon  his  person,  and  nobody  can 
doubt  when  they  contrast  all  the  circum- 
stances that  I  have  mentioned  wiUi  the 
statement  of  Powell  and  other  persons 
present,   that  the  prisoner,   Dowling,  is 

(a)  See  below,  p,  898. 


guilty  of  the  felony  which  is  imputed  to 
him  by  this  indictment.  I  must  agaiif 
caution  you  that,  of  course,  in  this,  as  in 
every  case,  you  will  act  only  upon  the 
evidence  which  is  adduced  before  you, 
not  omitting  (you  are  not  bound  to  do  so) 
3^our  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  times.  You  must  watch,  of  course, 
narrowlv  the  testimony  of  the  accom- 
plices, but. if  they  are  confirmed,  I  am 
convinced  that  you  will  not  lay  down  that 
dangerous  rule,  that  in  cases  where  of 
necessity  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  get 
evidence  from  pure  sources  of  the  extent 
of  these  treasonable  designs  thus  har- 
boured by  ill-afiected  p^sous,  that  danger- 
ous doctrine  that  unless  honest  and 
unsuspected  testimony  can  be  produced 
before  a  jury  the  instigators  of  tnese  foul 
attempts  are  to  go  unpunished. 

Evidence  por  the  Ohown. 

Joseph  Thompson — Examined  by 
Ularhson, 

Police-sergeant,  F  11.  On  the  night 
of  20th  August,  in  consequence  of  infor- 
mation, I  apprehended  the  prisoner  in 
Lambeth  Walk.  He  asked  if  I  had  a 
warrant  against  him,  I  said,  *'No;  it 
was  felony,  and  there  was  no  necessity 
for  a  warrant."  He  said  his  name  was 
WiUiam  Dowlvng.  I  said,  *'  You  live  at 
No.  6,  Nassau  Street."  I  took  a  pocket- 
book  from  him,  and  this  letter  {marked 
No,  1),  which  was  folded  up,  but  not 
sealed.  He  said,  **  You  will  not  take  that 
letter,  I  suppose;  it  is  only  a  private 
letter  to  a  friend."  I  had  been  to  5,  Nas- 
sau Street  the  day  before,  and  there  found 
some  papers  in  the  back  room,  second 
floor,  which  Mrs.  Dorothy  Jarvis  pointed 
out  to  me,  and  I  there  found  all  these 
books.  Among  other  things  there  were 
two  recipes  for  making  gun-cotton — 
(produci/ng  the  letter  marked  1 ;  book  marked 
2  ;  paper,  3  ;  Ust  of  m^embers  of  the  Davis 
Confederation  Chih,  4;  a  numi)er  of  cards 
of  admission  to  that  club,  5 ;  appointtnent 
of  collectors  to  that  cluh,  6  ,•  a  book,  entitled 
*' National  Defence  Fund*'  7 ;  a  list  of 
subscriptions  to  the  club,  and  a  fund  for 
Mrs.  Mitchel,  8;  a  paper  headed  **  Defence 
Fund  Account,*'  9;  and  a  letter  from  a 
person  named  M'Manus  to  the  prisoner,  con- 
taining an  a>ccount  of  expenses  attendant  on 
the  defence  of  Frank  LooAey  and  others). 

Cross-examined  by  Kenealy, 
Did  you  attend  any  of  the  meetings  of 
that  clubP — No,  I  was  very  anxious  to 
get  the  prisoner  into  custody.  I  shall  not 
tell  you  when  I  received  information  that 
he  was  at  Lambeth.  It  was  from  some 
oonversation  that  I  had  with  some  of  the 
ix>lice. 
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Dorothy  Jarvis^  the  wife  of  the  landlord 
of  No.  5»  Nassau  Street,  confirmed  the 
last  witness  as  to  the  finding  of  the  books 
and  papers  in  the  prisoner's  room. 

Charles  Frederick  O^ttW— Examined 
by  WeUby. 

I  am  an  attorney,  residing  in  Gray's  Inn. 
I  have  known  the  prisoner  about  a  year  and 
a  half.  I  have  occasionally  corresponded 
with  him.  I  have  never  seen  him  write, 
to  my  knowledge.  I  believe  this  to  be 
his  writing  {looking  cU  letter,  No.  1).  There 
is  a  difference  in  the  writing  in  this  book 
(No.  2).  I  can  point  out  what  I  think  to 
be  his  writing.  This  entry  of  12th  June 
I  believe  to  be  his.  This  of  14th  June 
appears  to  be  a  very  different  writing  from 
that.  The  first  three  and  a  half  lines  of 
June  12th  I  have  no  doubt  are  his.  I  do 
not  think  the  first  four  lines  on  14th  June 
are  his.  I  have  seen  this  book  before, 
but  very  cursorily.  I  think  the  whole  of 
the  entry  of  the  16th  is  his  writing,  except 
the  last  four  lines.  There  is  a  peculiarity 
of  style  about  his  writing;  he  generally 
^vrote  in  a  large  hand,  but  the  very  small 
hand  I  cannot  detect.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  this  "Monday,  3rd  July,"  is  his 
writing,  and  the  whole  under  that  head. 
The  whole  under  10th  and  12th  of  July, 
and  I  believe  14th,  17th,  and  19tb.  That 
is  the  whole  of  the  page.  I  have  not  read 
any  part  of  it.  I  have  only  looked  at 
different  words.  I  believe  this  under  the 
head  of  meetings  15th,  17th,  19th  of  May 
is  his  writing,  and  that  of  3rd  May  also. 
The  whole  of  book  {No.  6)  I  believe  to  be 
his  writing. 

Gross-examined  by  Eenealy. 

How  long  have  you  known  the  pri- 
soner P — About  a  year  and  a  half.  He  is 
the  son  of  a  respectable  solicitor.  He  is 
a  portrait  painter  of  very  considerable 
talent.  I  have  known  him  intimately  for 
the  year  and  a  half.  During  the  time  I 
knew  him  he  appeared  a  perfectly  loyal 
subject  of  the  Queen.  I  always  believed 
him  a  very  inoffensive  man,  and  I  did  not 
believe  he  had  any  particular  view  on  any 
political  subject.  He  was  a  person  of 
very  mild  demeanour.  He  has  always 
expressed  and  conducted  himself  as  a 
peaceable  subject. 

The  following  entries  were  read  from 
book  {No.  2)— 

''May  12th.  Committee  meeting.  Mr. 
Oowling  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  were  read  and  passed.  The  secretary 
called  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the 
necessity  of  procuring  new  members  to  the 
club.  Notice  of  the  following  motion  :  '  That 
a  committee  of  ceven  be  appointed  to  consider 
the  most  effectual  mode  of  organizing  the  irisb- 
inen  in' — («  tnord  scratched  out^  and  the  word 


'  Heaven '  put  in) — *  so  as  to  form  a  National 
Guard  Brigade,  or  any  other  name  that  may  he 
thought  proper.* 

"  Notice  of  motion  by  Mr.  T.  O'Mahoney, 
'  That  the  club  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
holding  a  public  dinner,  to  which  to  invite  the 
proseonted  patriots,  Messrs.  Meagher,  O'Brien, 
and  Mitchel,  &c.' 

"Friday,  1 6th  June.  Mr.  Kenealy  moved 
the  following  resolution :  *  That  this  club  dis- 
claims all  connection  with  pikes,  daggers,  and 
pistols,  and  will  use  none  other  than  legal  and 
constitutional  means  for  accomplishing  the 
object  it  has  in  view.* 

"  Mr.  Dowling  moved  an  amendment :  '  That 
it  be  postponed  to  the  day  of  judgment' ;  which 
was  seconded,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Now- 
ian,  Barry,  English,  and  others.  Mr.  Kenuy 
moved  a  second  amendment,  which  was  seconded, 
and  after  a  protracted  and  stormy  discussion, 
the  first  amendment  was  carried  almost  unani- 
mously. 

"  12th  July.  A  resolution  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Dowling,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  James 
Barry,  tendering  the  allegiance  of  the  club  to 
the  Irish  League.  Mr.  Crowe  spoke  to  the  re- 
solution ;  carried  unanimously. 

**14th  July.  The  Secretary  gave  notice, 
*  That  on  Friday  next  he  would  move  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Davis  Club  and  the  formation  of 
a  league  club,  or  such  other  body  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable.*  '* 

Several  other  extracts  were  also  read. 
Letter  marked  **  No.  1 "  read— 

**  London,  Sunday.  My  dear  Ann, — ^This 
has  been  an  eventful  week  in  my  histor}'. 
It  was  only  last  Monday  that  I  had  made  up 
my  mind  to  abandon  politics  ibr  a  while,  and 
retire  into  the  quiet  neighbourhood  of  Glou- 
cester and  Wiltshire,  and  recruit  my  health  and 
purse ;  for  it  has  so  happened  that  almost  alf 
my  connection  in  London  has  come  from  these 
parts,  and  these  have  fathers,  and  iQothers,  and 
brothers  there,  who  are  all  anxiously  awaiting 
for  a  visit  from  me,  which  1  have  been  for  the 
last  twelve  months  promising,  to  paint  their 
portraits:  a  nice  connection,  ready  cut  and 
dried,  to  my  hand.  My  friend  William  Chubb 
went  down  last  week  to  spend  a  month  with 
his  father,  who  is  a  magistrate,  and  solicitor  to 
the  Corporation  of  Malmsbury,  and  he  wrote  to 
me  on  Thursday,  inviting  me  down,  and  re- 
questing me  to  fix  the  day.  Previous  to  my 
receiving  his  letter  the  events,  which  I  wrote  of 
to  John,  occurred.  On  Friday  evening  I  was 
informed  that  the  secretary  of  the  Felon  Club 
was  arrested,  and  1  knew  immediately  that  my 
turn  was  next ;  I  accordingly  resolved  not  to 
return  home  till  late,  and  to  start  for  Malms- 
buTy  next  night.  I  spent  the  night  in  bidding 
farewell  to  some  quiet  English  friends,  who 
abominate  Chartism,  and  where  I  was  obliged 
to  act  the  hypocrite,  which  I  am  pretty  well 
used  to  now;  and  after  midnight  I  made  for 
home,  reconnoitreing  cautiously  as  I  went 
along.  As  I  drew  near  to  my  own  street  I 
perceived  a  figure  watching  mc  sideways.  1 
stiove  to  avoid  him,  but  he  walked  up  to  me ; 
it  was  a  friend.    He  ^ave  me  a  sign  to  keep 
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quiet,  and  we  pix>oeeded  quickly  in  another  '  to  Mrs.  Johanna  Kennedy  and  Mary  O.  B — 
direction,  when  he  told  me  he  had  discovered,  Oh,  bother  I  mean,  Mrs.  -^— ;  ftiith,  I  forget 
through  a  friend  in  the  police,  that  there  was  a  |  her  name.    Yours  ever,  Koderic  Vich  Alpine 


wamiTit  ont  for  me,  and  that  there  were  two 
policemen,  in  plain  clothes,  waiting  opposite 
my  own  door.  He  a|id  another  friend  had 
posted  themselves  at  either  ead  of  the  street, 


Dhu.  Mind  always  to  both  wafer  and  seal 
your  letters.  Seal  both  indosure  and  cover,  so 
that  Mr.  Lawler  may  know  if  they  have  been 
opened.    I  should  have  mentioned  that  it  was 


outside  the  police,  so  as  to  prevent  my  falling  |  one  of  the  Chartists,  a  fellow  named  Johnson, 
into  their  hands  at  either  side.     It  wjis,  how-  i  his  real  na^aie  being  Powell,  who  betrayed  us. — 


ever,  a  very  narrow  escape,  for  the  police  had 
noticed  their  movements.  I  went  with  my 
Ariends  to  the  private  residence  of  one  of  the 
foreign  Ambassadors,  where  I  supped,  slept,  and 
breakfasted  next  morning;  not  with  his  ex- 
cellency, however,  for  he  was  not  in  town,  but 
with  his  landlord,  a  jolly  old  brick,  who  seemed 
quite  pleased  with  the  mystery.  I  was  intro- 
duced to  his  wife  and  daughter  as  a  Mr.  Robin- 
son, and  T  was  near  getting  into  a  little  hobble 
by  forgetting  my  new  name  **  (a»  erasure  wax 
here  made).  **  I  scratch  this  out  for  fear  of  this 
letter  being  opened.  When  I  went  out  1 
learnt  that  two  of  my  friends  went  to  my  lodg- 
ing and  burned  or  carried  away  every  paper 
that  had  any  allusion  to  political  matters  betore 


W.  D.    To  Miss  Dowling,  M'Conuel  Buildings, 
36,  Jervis  Street,  Dublin.'' 

Thomas  Potoeli — Examined  by  Bodkin, 

Early  in  the  present  year  I  became  a 
member  of  the  Ohartist  Association.  I 
believe  it  was  between  April  and  May ; 
after  10th  April.  I  continaed  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  Association  from 
time  to  time  down  to  Jane,  July,  and 
August  last.  I  have  always  understood 
there  are  District  Associations  of  tho 
Chartists.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Crip- 
plegate  locality.    There   was  a  Council 


four  o'clock  on  Saturday.    They  were  scarce    of  Management  consisting  of  five  per 


gone  when  the  police  arrived  and  carried  away 
everything  they  could  find,  and  among  the 
rest  Wm.  Chubb's  letter,  which  gave  them  a 
due  to  my  intended  route,  and  of  course  com- 
pels me  to  forego  all  my  connections,  and 
wander  somewhere  where  I  have  no  friends. 
I   am  now  an  outlaw,  and  there's  no  use  in 


sons.  It  was  appointed  after  I  joined 
them.  It  ooiisistea  of  Mr.  Baitice,  Mr. 
Fowler,  Mr.  Garter,  Mr.  Owen  Jone$,  and 
myself.  I  entered  by  the  name  of  Johnson, 
and  was  known  in  the  Chartist  Association 
by    that   name.     The  Council    had    tbo 


bilking  the  question,  my  neck  is  in  danger  if  I    Seners.!  supermteiidence  of  the  business  of 
am  caught ;  however,  I  am  in  excellent  spirits,  .  the  Association.    They  usually  met  m  the 
and  the  only  thing  in  the  world  that  frets  me  is  '  ^ont  long-room  upstairs,  at  Oartwitght  s 
the  bad  opinion  that  will  be  formed  of  me  by  i  Coffee  House,  in  Red  Cross  Street. 
Wm.  Chubb,  and  a  few  otber  English  friends,  ,      About  20th  July  a  committee  was  formed 


whose  good  opinion  I  valued.  However,  my 
conscience  is  quite  at  rest;  I  calculated  the 
risk  before  I  entered  upon  tbis  business,  and  I 
am  content  to  abide  the  consequences.  I  must 
write  very  little  to  any  of  you  for  a  while,  and 


to  meet  at  the  *'  Black  Jack  **  public  house, 
in  Portugal  Street,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 
It  was  called  the  Secret  Committee.  I 
was  elected  by  the  Council  as  delegate. 
I  attended  a  meeting  of  that  committee  on 


that  little  jrill  come  to  you  with  the  Loudon    Thursday,  20th  July,  at  the  "Blackjack.' 

post  .mark.    As  long  as  I  am  silent  you  may  be    There  were  about  fourteen  persons  present 

sure  I  am  safe,  as  I  will  wnte  the  -"oment  I  am    ^^  ^^^  meeting.    I  have  notes  Which  I 

"^f"*'*'^  •  »f'?r.T^'''*°°*i^:i  ^^  I  .  made,  not  the  same  day,  but  the  next, 
are  all  astomshed  that  1  am  so  little  uneasy,  but    i^r~  *  i J^  „««!  zTa     u  ir  /    /•      • 

I  only  laugh  at  them;  it  is,  however,  most  1  J^^  °^^«  ^^  5^^®  hjmyseU  {rferrtng 
strange,  for  it  has  always  happened  with  me  I  ^  '^)-  ,JH;.  ^K^^'  M.T.  Brewster,  Mr. 
that  even  trifling  misfortunes  have  preyed  upon  ^M,  Mr.  MuUms,  Mr.  Bowling,  &  delegate 
my  spirits;  but  this  utter  wreck  of  my  pros- ,  from  Greenwich,  myself,  Mr.  Battme,  and 
pects  has  produced  a  kind  of  reckless  levity  '  another  Confederate  delegate,  a  Mr.  AlU 
that  seems  almost  unnatural.  I  have  met  with  ni4^<,  of  another  locality,  and  two  strangers, 
the  greatest  kindness  from  parties  -from  whom  whose  names  I  do  not  remember— each  of 
I  could  not  have  expected  it ;  but  it  is  only  in  those  fourteen  attended,  like  myself,  as 
adversity  that  you  can  know  who  arc  your  delegates  from  different  districts.  Mr-, 
friends.  Whenever  any  of  you  want  to  write  Bowling  attended  as  one  of  the  Irish  £!on- 
to  me,  seal  up  the  letter,  without  any  direction  ,  federates  ;  I  was  informed  so  that  even- 


except  the  word  *  Forward '  on  the  upper  left 
hand  corner,  and  inclose  it,  under  cover,  to 
Mr.  J.  Lawler,  17.  Pratt  Street,  Lambeth;  and 
in  writing  be  cautious  to  Miy  nothing  that  will 

f've  any  clue  to  them,  if  they  should  open  it. 
will  adopt  my  mother's  name,  but  do  not  en- 
dorse it  on  your  letters ;  Mr.  lawler  will  do 
that.  Write  very  soon.  Qod  bless  you  all. 
I  was  delighted  that  you  wrote  to  me.  Ask 
Margaret  to  write  to  me,  but  you  must  not 
expect  answers  for  some  time.     Give  my  love 


mg.  There  was  also  another  person,  a 
stranger,  who  represented  himself  as  a 
delegate  from  the  Confederates.  I  have 
no  note  of  tho  transactions  of  that  meeting, 
but  I  can  remember  them.  Verbal  re- 
ports were  given  in  of  the  state  of  feeling 
of  the  members  of  their  respective  locali- 
ties with  regard  to  the  physical  force 
movement,  and  each  dele^te  returned  the 
number  of  men  be  could  depend  on,  and 
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were  willing  to  fight.  A  committee  was 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  up 
five  plans  of  action.  Fayne,  Brewster, 
Bose,  Mulline,  and  the  prisoner  Bowling 
were  appointed  on  that  committee.  The 
meeting  commenced  at  nine  o'clock,  or  a 
little  after,  and  lasted  till  abont  ten 
minntes  after  twelve.  Battice  was  present 
the  whole  time.  He  had  been  requested 
by  the  Council  to  accompnny  me  to  wit- 
ness the  proceedings.  When  I  went  to 
the  •*  Black  Jack,"  on  the  Thursday,  I  was 
asked  to  produce  my  credentials,  and  I 
produced  a  paper  which  I  had  procured 
from  a  Mr.  Bezer  on  my  way  to  the  meet- 
ing. Battice  was  with  me  at  the  time  I 
received  it. 

Did^628r8ay  anything? — ^He  said  they 
were  going  to  get  up  a  bloody  revolution. 

KeneaVy:  Battice  is  not  one  of  the 
persons  cnarged,  or  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  conspiracy. 

£rle,  J . :  This  bears  upon  the  general 
issue.  I  do  not  see  that  you  have  laid 
sufficient  grounds. 

Bodkin :  We  have  shown  Battice  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  meeting,  and  present 
as  a  delegate. 

Erle,  J. :  I  do  not  think  you  have  laid 
sufficient  grounds  for  the  introduction  of 
the  statement  between  Bezer  and  Battice. 
You  must  establish  the  existence  of  a  con- 
spiracy, and  that  Bezer  and  Battice  were 
parties  to  that  conspiracy,  and  that  the 
words  were  uttered  in  furtherance  of  that. 

Bodkin  :  We  will  postpone  the  question. 

Witness :  We  were  to  meet  at  Dennis's 
Coffee  House,  Great  St.  Andrew  Street, 
Seven  Dials,  on  the  next  Sunday  morning, 
28rd. 

On  Sunday  morning,  23rd,  at  ten 
o'clock,  'I  attended  at  Dennis's  Coffee 
House.  I  found  the  prisoner,  and  Eose, 
MtdUns,  Brewster,  and  Pa^ne  accompanied 
me.  We  were  together  about  an  hour 
before  any  one  else  joined  us.  Daring 
that  hour  MuUins  laid  a  pocket-book  on 
the  table  with  a  map  of  London  unfolded, 
and  the  whole  of  the  persons  present  had 
papers  in  their  hands.  There  was  also  a 
pen-and-ink  sketch  of  various  parts  of 
Xiondon,  belonging  to  Mullins,  and  a  por- 
tion of  it  marked  **  Seven  Dials."  I  did 
not  see  either  of  the  other  four  plans. 
The  prisoner  told  Mullins  that  he  thought 
it  was  difficult  for  him  (Dowling)  to  under- 
take the  management  of  the  Seven  Dials. 
In  the  coarse  of  the  evening  Pa^/ne,  who 
occupied  the  chair,  said,  '*  Gentlemen, 
our  object  is  to  destroy  the  power  of  the 
Queen ;  and,  if  possible,  to  establish  a 
republic,"  and  there  was  a  general  ac- 
quiescence in  that.  I  do  not  remember 
tne  words  they  used.  There  was  some 
conversation  about  vitriol,  and  assassi- 
nating the  police.    I  can't  exactly  remem- 


ber the  purport  of  it.  Rose  said,  *'  We 
must  first  assassinate  the  police,  burn 
down  the  station-houses,  and  build  barri- 
cades." That  appeared  to  be  generally 
received.  At  the  end  of  the  hour  Allnutt, 
a  member  from  Greenwich,  and  another 
Confederate  leader,  came :  there  were  ten 
persons  present. 

I  do  not  know  anything  of  this  paper 
{looking  at  a  plan).  I  can  almost  swear 
this  paper  {marked  A)  is  the  one  I  saw  in 
MtiUins's  possession.  There  is  no  particu- 
lar mark  on  it,  but  I  will  explain  how  I  am 
so  positive  of  it.  I  had  a  view  of  it,  and 
I  observed  this  drawing  and  also  these 
pencil  marks  for  barricades.  There  was 
some  conversation  by  Brewster  about  the 
barricades  being  half-way  down  some 
street  in  Oxford  Street,  leading  to  some 
square.  After  the  others  came  in,  Mullins 
said  he  was  sorry  they  had  not  quite 
matured  the  plans  for  their  inspection. 
Payne  left  about  half-past  eleven,  and  the 
meeting  soon  after  adjourned,  and  it  was 
arranged  they  should  meet  at  Cartwrighfs 
on  the  same  evening. 

We  met  there.  Pa/yne,  MuUins,  Brew- 
ster, and  Rose  were  there.  Dowling  was 
not.  They  went  into  a  back  room.  I  did 
not  accompany  them. 

I  next  met  the  same  parties  on  Wednes- 
day, 26th  July,  at  Hopkinson's  Coffee 
House,  Saffron  Hill.  That  had  been 
arranged  on  the  Sunday  morning.  There 
were  eighteen  present — Dowling,  Bose, 
Mullins,  myself,  a  delegate  from  Green- 
wich, Brewster,  Ferdinando  (this  was  his 
first  appearance),  a  delegate  from  the 
"  Green  Gate,"  Hackney  Boad,  whose 
name  I  do  not  know,  Flanagan,  Allnuit, 
and  others.  A  return  was  given  of  the 
number  of  new  delegates.  There  was 
nothing  at  all  in  writmg,  it  was  all  done 
as  matter  of  confidence  one  with  the 
other.  Eeports  were  given  of  the  feelings 
of  the  members  of  each  locality,  and  the 
number  of  men  they  could  depend  on  as 
fighting  men.  There  was  a  motion  made 
respecting  an  advertisement  to  be  put  in 
the  Nortlhem  Star,  calling  on  every  Chart- 
ist and  Confederate  locality  to  send  two 
delegates  to  meet  on  the  following  Tues- 
day, at  the  Dispatch  Coffee  House,  Bride 
Lane,  Fleet  Street.  That  was  adopted. 
There  was  nothing  further  of  any  conse- 
quence transacted  that  evening. 

They  adjoiirned  to  the  same  place  on  the 
Friday,  the  28th.  There  were  fourteen  per- 
sons present  then.  There  were  two  new 
delegates.  There  were  reports  made  of  the 
feeling  of  their  localities,  and  the  number 
of  fighting  men.  Each  new  delegate  made 
a  similar  report  with  respect  to  his  own 
locality.  A  resolution  was  passed  that 
the  sam  of  10^.,  should  be  sent  by  the 
delegates  to  each  locality,  for  the  purpose 
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of  carrying  out  the  object  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

We  adjourned,  to  meet  at  CartwrighVa 
on  the  30th.  I  attended  there.  There 
were  twenty-eight  persona  present.  They 
were  Payne ,  Bowling ,  Brewster,  Rose, 
Mtdlins,  Bassett  (his  first  appearance), 
Stevenson,  a  new  delegate,  myself,  Ferdu 
nando.  Fay,  and  others.  There  was  a  re- 
turn made  from  the  new  delegates  of  the 
feeling  of  the  members  of  their  localities, 
and  also  the  number  of  fighting  men  that 
they  could  depend  on.  I  belieye  that 
afternoon  there  was  a  resignation  of  the 
committee  that  met  at  the  '*  Black  Jack,'* 
on  account  of  the  charges  brought  against 
Base  and  MuUins,  ns  being  spies.  A  new 
committee,  called  the  Ulterior  Committee, 
was  then  appointed,  composed  of  Payne, 
Rose,  MuUina,  Bassett,  and  the  prisoner. 
That  was  the  same  Bose  as  it  had  been 
suggested  was  a  spy.  There  was  a  talk 
about  his  election.  The  person  who 
charged  him  as  being  a  spy  was  not  left 
out  (I  judged  it  was  Brewster),  He  was 
elected  af^r  discussion  and  an  explana- 
tion. It  was  not  stated  what  the  Ulterior 
Committee  were  to  take  into  consideration. 
It  was  generally  understood  what  they 
were  appointed  for.  A  resolution  was 
passed  that  the  delegates  should  meet,  if 
necessary ,  at  Cartwright*s,  on  the  follow- 
ing Monday  evening.  There  was  no  meet- 
ing that  evening. 

The  next  meeting  was  on  Tuesday, 
1st  August.  That  was  the  meeting  which 
I  alluded  to,  that  was  to  take  place  at  the 
Dispatch  Coffee  House,  Bride  Lane. 
There  were  thirty-four  persons  present,  all 
delegates,  or  representing  themselves  as 
such.  Payne,  Bose,  Mullins,  Brewster, 
Bowling,  Bezer,  myself,  FoAf,  Thompson, 
Bonovan,  Lynch,  Fuzzon,  Worry,  AunmU, 
Ferdinando,  Raymond,  and  others.  A  re- 
port was  given  in  by  the  new  delegates 
the  same  as  before  (there  had  been  a  reso- 
lution passed  at  Gariwrighfs,  on  July  SOth, 
that  four  more  should  be  added  to  the 
Ulterior  Committee,  to  make  it  nine).  I 
do  not  think  I  saw  this  paper  there.  I 
might  have  done  so.  Bezer  gave  in  his 
return  of  fip^hting  men  as  fifty.  He  came 
from  our  district,  Cartwright  s.  I  cannot 
say  what  number  the  others  returned.  It 
was  taken  down  either  in  pencil  or  ink. 
The  Irish  Felon  Society  was  held  in  our 
locality,  and  the  Star  Society.  There  was 
also  a  club  called  the  Davis  Club,  the 
Emmet  Brigade,  and  Tom  Pavne's  lo- 
cality, and  various  others.  There  were 
delegates  from  each  of  those  localities  at 
the  meetings  I  have  mentioned.  There 
was  a  jealousy  that  there  were  not  enough 
Irish  on  the  Ulterior  Committee,  and  four 
more  were  added.  They  were  Thompson^ 
Lynch,  Fay,  and  Bonovwn.  There  was  a  dis- 


cussion on  the  propriety  of  sending  a  per- 
son to  some  part  of  Limerick  or  Cork,  to 
ascertain  how  they  were  getting  on.    I  do 
not  know  who  proposed  it.    It  was  not 
adopted.    The  reason  stated  was  because 
it  was  not  likely  they  could  get  any  true 
intelligence  of  the  state  of  the  country. 
A  proposition  was  made  by  the  prisoner 
that  there  should  be  a  demonstration  on 
Sunday,  6th  August,  at  two  o'clock,  of 
Chartists  and  Confederates,  on  Primrose 
Hill,  to  ascertain  the  strength  and  num- 
bers of  the  people.    It  was  lost  by  a  ma- 
jority of  five.    A  resolution  was  carried  to 
the  effect  that  every  delegate  should  re- 
turn to  his  locality,  and  ascertain  how  the 
ntiembers  were  for  regularity  of  prepara- 
tion, and  readiness  to  be  called  out  at  an 
hour's  notice.     I  do  not  know  that  thnt 
I  was  a  substitute  for  the  Primrose  Hill 
I  meeting.    It  was  after  that  had  been  dis- 
^  posed  of.    A  resolution  was  passed  that 
I  they  should  meet  at  Cartwright*s  on  Fri- 
day, August  4th,  at  eight  o'clock.    Mtd- 
lins  stated  he  had  seen  Mr.  Kydd  that  day, 
I  1st  August,  and  that  Mr.  Kydd  had  said, 
I  if  the  people  came  out  for  physical  force, 
he  would  not  be  backward  in  heading 
I  them ;  but  that  he,  Kydd,  had  entered  on 
'  the  Executive  as  a  moral-force  man,  and 
had  taken  the  office  only  on  that  ground. 
I  That  was   what    MuUins    remarked    on 
I  Kydd*s  statement  to  him.    That  was  re- 
I  oeived  with  a  degree  of  belief.    Kydd  was 
I  one    of  the   Executive    Council    of   the 
'  Chartists,  of  the  Convention  that  sat  in 
'  John   Street.     I  know  our  Cripplegate 
I  Street  district  was  in  communication  with 
I  the  Executive  in  John  Street. 

We  next  met  At  GartwrighVs  on  Friday 
evening,  4th  August.    Tiiere  "^ere  thirty- 
two  present.    Mr.  Payne  was  in  the  chair. 
Bose,  Breujiter,  Oumey  (his  first  appear- 
ance), MulUns,  Bassett  (his  second  appear- 
ance), Oi^ey,  Dofwvan,  Lynch,  Bowling, 
I  myself,  Thompson,  and  others.    The  com- 
I  mittee  had  met  previously  at  three,  before 
the  whole  body.    The  prisoner  was  present 
in  the  evening,  but  I  widl  not  say  he  was 
present  at  the  committee.    The  oommittee 
sat  half  an  hour  or  an  hour  before  thereat 
I  of  the  body  joined  them,  and  there  was  a 
I  discussion  about  what  scarfs  were  to  be 
\  worn  as  a  sign  of  officership.      It  was 
I  determined  tha,i    they  should   have  red 
'  scarfs.      I    should    tell    you    that    the 
j  committee    who    were     sitting — Payne, 
I  Bose,  Brewster,  MtUUns,  and  Bassett-^nd 
I  some  conversation  iibout  a  circular  that 
I  Mr.  Kydd  had  received,  stating  that  they 
,  were  desirous  of  knowing  how  far  the 
<  committee  of  delegates  then  sitting  in 
London  were  disposed  to  send  a  delegate 
I  to  Manchester.    It  was  decided  to  do  so. 
'  Mr.   La^y*s    name    was  mentioned,   and 
Bassett  was  deputed  to  wait  upon  him, 
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and  BoBB  gave  BasBeU  money  that  Lacy 
might  go  on  the  following  morning 
(Saturday).  A  resolution  was  passed  that 
evening  to  the  effect  that  the  delegates 
should  submit  to  the  determination  of  the 
Ulterior  Committee,  whatever  it  was.  The 
thirty-two  were  then  present.  A  reso- 
lution was  passed  that  the  delegates 
should  call  on  the  members  in  their 
localities  to  meet  at  half-past  two  on  the 
following  Sunday,  the  6th,  at  their  locali- 
*  ties,  and  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  mem- 
bers attending  the  meeting  on  Kennington 
Common.  There  was  a  meeting  adver- 
tised to  take  place  at  Kennington  Com- 
mon, that  day,  called  by  Mr.  Bwaine. 
Each  delegate,  in  his  particular  district, 
was  to  have  his  members  at  their  place  of 
meeting,  to  keep  them  from  going,  till 
the  delegates  returned  from  the  Dis- 
natch  Coffee  House.  It  bein^  an  unlaw- 
ful meeting,  many  of  the  memoers  would 
be  brought  in  contact  with  the  police, 
and  they  were  desirous  of  preventing  it. 
There  was  a  resolution  passed  that  we 
should  meet  on  the  following  Sunday  at 
the  Dispatch  Coffee  House.  There  was 
also  another  resolution  passed  for  every 
delegate  to  select  four  men,  to  appoint 
them  as  telegraphs  on  the  Sunday,  and  to 
station  them  from  Fleet  Street  to  Ken- 
nington Common.  The  delegates  were 
to  ^  at  the  Dispatch  Coffee  House,  and 
thus  communicate  with  the  persons  at 
Kennington  Common. 

I  attended  the  meeting  on  the  Sunday, 
August  6lh.  There  were  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  persons  present.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect that  the  prisoner  was  present.  The 
arrangement  was  carried  out  of  having  men 
placed  between  the  Dispatch  Coffee  House 
and  Kennington  Common .  I  was  appointed 
as  one  of  the  lookers-on,  to  see  that  the 
telegraphs  should  be  stationed.  A  reso- 
lution was  passed  that  they  should  meet 
at  Dennis's  Coffee  House  on  the  Monday 
evening.  1  attended  it.  There  were  about 
thirty  present.  It  began  at  eight.  The 
prisoner  was  there.  Ititchie  and  Ouffey, 
and  the  whole  nine  of  the  Ulterior  Com- 
mittee were  there,  and  others  amounting 
to  thirty.  That  night  the  Ulterior  Com- 
mittee resigned,  on  account  of  the  reports 
in  the  papers  of  the  arrest  of  amith 
O^Brien  m  Ireland,  and  Mullvns  explained 
that  he  had  no  confidence  in  the  other 
men  who  were  selected  on  the  committee ; 
that  he  had  not  seen  their  plans.  He 
alluded  to  the  four  new  Irishmen  that  had 
been  added.  One  or  two  of  the  others 
made  the  same  statement.  There  was  a 
treeh  election.  Messrs.  Bose,  MuUinSf 
Brewster,  Payne,  and  Bassett  were  elected, 
and  were  cal&d  the  Ulterior  Committee. 
A  resolution  was  passed  that  there  should 
be  a  president,  and  that  the  one  who  had 


the  lowest  post  on  the  committee  was  to 
retire  when  the  president  came  in.  This 
was  a  visionary  president.  He  was  not 
named.  There  was  some  remark  made  by 
persons  present  that  he  was  somebody  and 
nobody.  ^  was  somebody  to  be  talked 
about,  and  nothing  more.  A  resolution 
was  then  passed  that  the  sum  of  three- 
farthings  should  be  levied  on  every  mem- 
ber of  every  locality  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  this  president,  to  supply  him  with 
a  salary.  No  time  was  specified  for  the 
payment.  Every  delegate  was  to  make 
the  statement  to  the  members  in  his 
locality.  A  letter  was  read  by  Mr.  Payne, 
which  I  can  only  explain  in  this  way,  as 
he  read  it,  that  trade  was  very  good,  and 
we  should  soon  have  a  good  order.  Ho 
stated  that  the  letter  came  from  Mr. 
La^cy,  whe  had  been  sent  to  Manchester. 
There  was  some  degree  of  satisfaction  ex- 

?ressed  by  many  of  the  delegates  present, 
'hey  were  glad  to  hear  LaoywBB  going 
on  well.  A  resolution  was  passed  that 
they  should  meet  on  Wednesoay,  August 
9th,  at  the  "  Lord  Denman  "  beer  shop,  in 
Suffolk  Street,  Blackfriars  Road. 

Messrs.  Payne,  Brewster,  Rose,  MuUins, 
Bowling,  myself,  Owmey,  Donova/n,  Bas- 
sett, and  others,  twenty-eight  in  all,  were 
present  there.  Reports  were  given  in  by 
the  new  delegates  of  the  feeling  of  their  lo- 
calities, and  the  number  of  fighting  men, 
and  the  state  of  preparation  they  were  in. 
I  do  not  think  anything  was  said  about 
ball-cartridges,  or  anything  of  that  sort ; 
merely  about  preparation.  Payne  was  in 
the  chair,  but  Midlins  acted  as  chief 
speaker.  He  was  vice-chairman,  and  sat 
at  the  other  end  of  the  table,  He  called 
on  all  the  delegates  to  declare  their  allegi- 
ance and  determination  to  abide  by  the 
decision  of  the  committee  for  the  good  of 
the  people.  They  did  not  swear,  but  some 
declared  solemnly,  and  some  said  they 
were  determined  to  risk  their  lives,  and 
abide  by  the  decision  of  the  committee. 
Payne  read  another  letter  from  I^cy, 
stating  that  all  was  going  on  well,  that  he 
was  still  at  Manchester  or  some  other  part 
of  the  country,  and  there  was  a  question 
asked  how  long  he  was  to  continue  there, 
and  Payne  said  he  was  to  remain  there  as 
long  as  necessary.  A  resolution  was 
passed  that  they  should  meet  at  Perry^s 
Coffee  House,  Church  Street,  Bethnal 
Green,  or  Shored! tch,  on  the  following  Fri- 
day, 11th,  at  8  o'clock.  I  went,  but  found 
no  meeting.  I  was  informed  that  the 
police  had  been  to  Eose*s  house,  and  had 
seized  his  papers,  and  that  all  was  up.  I 
then  went  home. 

I  heard  on  the  following  Sunday  that 
there  was  to  be  a  meeting  on  the  follow- 
ing Monday  night,  14th,  at  the  **  Orange 
Tree"  beer  shop,  Orange    Street,    Red 
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Lion  Square.  I  attended  it,  and  I  was 
asked  why  I  was  not  at  the  other  two 
meetings  that  had  taken  place  since  Wed- 
nesday. I  found,  I  should  say,  twenty- 
five  there.  I  have  not  got  tbeir  names, 
but  I  think  I  can  tell  them.  There  was 
Cuffey,  Breweter,  Payne,  MuUina,  Oui^ney, 
Fay,  Bitchte,  Scurry,  myself,  and  others. 
Dowlin-g  was  not  there,  at  least  I  did  not  see 
him  there.  Oumey  asked  me  how  it  was  I 
did  not  go  to  the  meeting  at  Perry^e  Coffee 
House.  I  said  I  did  go,  and  there  was  none 
held.  He  said  there  was,  and  then  he  told 
me  where  it  was  held.  Payne  was  in  the 
chair  at  the  **  Orange  Tree,*'  but  Mullins 
was  the  spokesman,  and  he  was  chief 
spokesman  on  all  occasions.  He  called  on 
us  to  give  a  return  of  the  number  of  ball- 
cartridges  that  each  delegate  and  his 
members  had   prepared.    Bach  delegate 

gave  in  his  return  of  ball-cartridges  that 
e  had  prepared,  and  also  what  the  mem- 
bers of  his  particular  district  had  pre- 
pared. I  dia  not  take  any  note  of  the 
number.  I  think  it  was  somewhere  about 
600  or  600.  There  was  a  return  given  in 
of  the  number  of  fighting  men.  Mvllina 
stated  that  there  were  nearly  5,000  fight- 
ing men  of  the  Chartists  alone.  A  return 
was  also  given  in  from  the  Confederates. 
I  cannot  remember  the  number  of  them 
for  a  certainty,  but  I  think  it  was  some- 
thing bordering  upon  the  same  number. 
It  was  a  considerable  number.  2£ullin8 
said  the  time  was  near  at  hand.  He  said, 
"  Gentlemen,  the  next  business  is  that  I 
want  every  delegate  to  select  four  or  sIk 
men,  or  more,  as  many  as  he  can  select 
from  his  locality."  There  was  a  question 
asked  what  they  were  for,  I  do  not  know 
by  whom.  Ouffey  answered,  '*To  fire 
houses,  railway  premises,  trains,  or  any- 
thing." I  did  not  put  anything  down  at 
the  meeting.  I  was  obliged  to  be  cautious 
not  to  put  anything  down.  Mullms  looked 
up  at  the  gas  which  goes  along  the  ceil- 
ing and  said,  '*  If  I  look  up  at  the  gas, 
you  will  all  know  what  I  mean."  I  was 
asked  how  many  men  I  thought  I  could 
select,  and  I  said  two,  and  the  other 
delegates  right  round  gave  in  a  return 
also.  It  was  said  thev  were  to  be  men 
who  could  be  depended  on,  who  would  do 
anything  and  everything.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  there  was  a  proposition 
made  and  carried,  to  send  a  deputation  of 
two  persons  to  have  an  interview  with 
some  of  the  North -Western  Bail  way  en- 
gineers, and  ascertain  what  their  feelings 
were,  and  whether  they  were  willing  to 
come  over  and  assist  the  Chartists. 
Bitchie  and  Scwrry  were  proposed  and 
unanimously  carried  for  the  purpose.  1 
was  not  aware  till  that  evening  that  there 
had  been  a  difference  between  the  engi- 
neers and  the  company.     It  was  men- 


tioned then,  because  it  was  requested  to 
know  what  they  were  going  for.  1».  6d. 
was  voted  to  defray  their  expenses  for 
refreshment.  They  left  forthwith  on 
their  mission.  They  were  not  present 
when  the  other  resolutions  were  passed. 
I  did  not  see  any  more  of  them  that 
evening.  There  was  a  resolution  passed 
that  we  should  meet  at  half -past  seven  at 
the  "  Lord  Denman "  on  the  following 
evening,  Tuesday,  August  15th. 

I  went.  Payne,  Brewster^  MuUins, 
Ouffey,  Bowling,  AUniUt,  Fay,  Gwrney, 
Lacy,  BUohie,  Ferdinando,  and  others,  m 
all  about  forty,  were  there.  La^  was 
there  when  I  got  there.  He  entered  into 
conversation  with  several  of  us,  and  told 
us  that  the  men  of  Birmingham  and  Man- 
chester, and  I  think  he  said  Liverpool, 
but  am  not  certain,  were  up  and  were 
doing,  or  would  be  doing  that  night,  and 
he  had  been  watched  all  day  by  the  police, 
and  as  he  was  coming  out  of  his  street-door 
a  boy  came  up  and  told  him  that  he  was 
watched  by  the  police.  I  had  never  seen 
Lacy  before,  I  had  only  heard  of  him. 
He  said  he  had  been  to  Birmingham  and 
Manchester,  and  other  places,  but  I  do 
not  remember  for  a  certainty  what  those 
places  were,  and  he  had  also  been  watched 
for  two  hours,  and  he  gave  the  police  the 
''double,"  and  had  reached  the  plat;e  in 
safety.  About  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
after  that  there  was  a  distribution  of 
colours  by  Brewster.  They  were  twisted 
plaited  ribbons,  and  were  given  to  the 
delegates  so  that  they  might  be  recog- 
nised as  the  leaders  of  the  people.  Brew* 
ster  stated  so.  They  were  to  be  put  on  the 
left  arm.  They  were  three  colours,  red, 
white,  and  some  other.  I  received  one. 
MuUvns  was  present  at  their  distribution, 
and  after  that  some  of  the  committee 
came  in.  They  were  not  all  present,  at 
least  I  did  not  see  them,  but  one  or  two 
of  them  spoke,  and  told  Lacy  they  had 
better  retire  and  consult.  The  room  up- 
stairs was  occupied  by  a  "sing-song," 
and  we  had  the  lower  room.  Lacy  said, 
**  If  you  will  wait  awhile  I  will  go  and 
see  at  a  neighbour's  coffee-house  whether 
we  cannot  have  a  room."  He  went  out, 
returned,  and  said,  ''All  right,"  or  some 
such  words,  and  the  committee  went  out 
with  him.  I  did  not  go.  They  were  gone 
about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  or  it 
might  have  been  an  hour.  The  delegates 
remained  till  they  returned.  They  went 
away  to  consult  together.  When  tney  re- 
turned Guffey  said,  **  Now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
you  had  better  give  the  instructions  as 
quick  as  possible."  MvUins  was  acting  as 
chairman.  La/yy  went  with  them  wnen 
they  went  out.  I  did  not  see  him  return 
with  them,  and  was  surprised  at  it.  Cuffey 
was  secretary;   I  was  informed  he  was 
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chosen  secretary  by  the  committee.  MuU 
Ixns  said,  **  Gentlemen,  as  yon  are  aware, 
the  committee  haye  retired,  and  come  to 
certain  resolutions  and  decisions;  they 
have  directed  me  to  give  you  the  follow- 
ing instructions ;  and  as  our  friend,  Mr. 
Lacy,  has  informe'Q  us  that  the  men  of 
Birmingham  and  Manchester  are  up,  and 
will  be  doing  to-night,  and  we  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  his 
statement ;  therefore,  gentlemen,  to-mor- 
row night  you  must  come  out  to  fight  and 
strike  the  blow ;  and  it  is  necessary,  gen- 
tlemen, that  you  should  speak  oot  honestly 
and  boldly,  for  there  must  be  no  flinching 
in  the  matter."  Guffey  stood  by  the  fire- 
place, and  said,  "  You  had  better  put  it 
round,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  every  one  pre- 
sent; let  them  answer  'Yes'  or  *No.'" 
MvXlina  on  that  appealed  to  a  delegate 
sitting  by  me,  and  said,  *'  Will  you  come 
out  to  fight  P"  He  said,  **Yes."  He 
said  to  me,  "Will  youP"  and  I  said 
*•  Yes."  Then  he  said,  "  Will  you  P  "  ad- 
dressing  each  in  turn,  one  by  one,  round 
the  room,  till  he  came  to  Mr.  Ferdinando, 
who  made  a  bit  of  a  speech,  and  explained 
his  reasons  that  he  could  not  conscien- 
tiously say  *•  Yes  "  to  coming  out.  He 
objected,  he  was  not  agreeable ;  in  fact, 
he  said,  "  No."  He  gave  his  reason,  and 
then  said,  **No,"  and  sat  down.  There 
was  one  more  of  the  same  opinion.  I  do 
not  know  his  name.  He  was  companion 
delegate,  I  understood,  to  AU/rmtt,  who 
sat  by  his  side.  With  the  exception  of 
those  two,  the  answer  from  the  rest  was, 
'*  Yes."  After  that,  Mullins  said,  •*  Gen- 
tlemen, you  must  understand  we  shall 
take  up  four  positions ;  Olerkenwell 
Green  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  Brewster ;  the 
Tower  Hamlets  will  be  taken  by  Mr. 
Pn/yue ; "  and  the  Seven  Dials,  and  the 
Broadway,  Westminster,  were  the  other 
two  positions.  Bassett  and  Mullins  were 
to  take  those  two.  I-  do  not  know  which 
was  to  take  each.  MuUins  said,  after 
giving  the  instructions  in  that  manner, 
*'  Gentlemen,  every  delegate  must  assem- 
ble the  members  of  his  locality,  for  them 
to  communicate  to  their  locality  at  eight 
o'clock  precisely."  It  was  to  be  the  next 
night.  There  was  a  question  asked  by  a 
delegate,  I  do  not  know  who,  how  they 
were  to  get  there  with  their  pikes  and 
poles?  MvXUna  said,  **  I  can  only  say 
they  must  get  them  there  the  best  way 
they  can"  (some  of  the  poles  were  ten 
feet  long),  **  and  at  twenty  minutes  past 
nine,  to  a  second,  every  delegate  must  be 
with  his  men  at  their  respective  posi- 
tions." The  delegates  were  to  come 
armed.  Mullins  proposed,  and  it  was 
carried  unanimously,  that  Bitchie  was  to 
superintend  and  direct  those  men  that 
were  to  be  selected  for  the  purpose  of 


firing  houses,  railway  premises,  trains,  or 
anything.  Ritchie  undertook  it.  The 
"Orange  Tree"  was  to  be  the  place  of 
meeting.  A  question  was  asked,  how 
Eitchie  was  to  know  these  men,  and  some 
person  said,  **I  propose  the  password  to 
be,  'Frost  and  MOchel,* "  AUnutt  pro- 
posed the  word  **  Justice."  It  was  put, 
and  carried  unanimously;  so  that  wnen 
these  men  entered  the  room  Ritchie  might 
ask  them,  *•  What  do  you  want  P  who  do 
you  want  P  "  and  they  would  make  reply, 
•'Justice";  and  then  he  would  know 
them.  MuUins  snid  to  Fcvyne,  **  Just  take 
a  list  of  the  number  of  men ;  "  and  he  put 
them  down ;  but  he  made  a  mistake,  and 
there  was  some  little  confusion  with  the 
delegates.  He  went  round  the  room 
again,  and  the  number  was  reckoned  forty- 
six.  He  applied  to  the  person  who  sat 
I  next  to  me  first,  and  then  to  me,  and  I 
said,  "  Two,"  but  I  could  only  depend  on 
one.  He  went  round  to  every  delegate, 
and  in  that  way  forty-six  was  made  up. 
Oumey  was  there  at  the  time,  and  when  I 
said  I  could  select  two,  he  said,  **  Oh,  non- 
sense, you  can  select  more  than  that — half 
a  dozen,  I  know."  I  was  rather  put  out 
at  his  taking  on  himself  to  judge  upon 
it ;  in  fact,  there  was  but  one  man  that  I 
could  depend  on  for  the  purpose.  Oumey 
was  one  of  the  Wardens  before  I  was 
elected  on  the  Council.  Each  warden  has 
100  men  under  him,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  society.  After  the  number  of 
men  was  taken  the  last  words  Mullins 
uttered  were,  **  May  the  bitterest  curse  of 
God  hang  on  the  soul  of  that  man  that 
shall  betray  any  one  of  us."  It  was  such 
a  colour  as  thiB— (produced)— thu^t  was  to 
be  tied  round  the  arm.  Nothinff  more 
took  place  that  I  remember.  I  came 
away.  The  prisoner  was  there  that  night, 
and  sat  nearly  opposite  me. 

I  attended  a  meeting  on  the  following 
day,  August  16th.  It  had  been  arranged 
on  the  IHiesday  evening,  at  the  "Lord 
Denman,"  that  our  locality,  the  Fins- 
bury,  City,  and  Clerkenwell  localities, 
were  to  meet  Brewster  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  the  "  Crispin,';  in  Milton  Street,  Crip- 
plegate,  to  receive  the  delegates  from 
each  locality.  I  went,  but  did  not  arrive 
till  a  quarter  to  one.  I  found  Brew- 
ster,  G%U,  Qu/rn&y,  and  I  believe  Fay, 
and  others,  eight  or  nine  altogether.  I 
have  not  made  a  note.  Brewster*  said  it 
was  his  intention  to  attack  the  Artillery 
Ground,  and,  if  possible,  to  take  it,  and 

he  should  have  to  fight  b y  hard,  and 

that  we  should  know  by  four  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  whether  the  Government 
had  receiyed  any  intimation  of  what  was 
going  on.  There  was  another  person 
with  him  at  the  time  ;  in  fact,  it  was  the 
man  who  told  me  at  Ferry's  cofiee  shop 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


411] 


The  Qiieen  against  Bowling,  1848. 


[412 


that  there  was  no  meetiug  there,  and  that 
it  was  all  up  with  Rose,  Brewster  pointed 
to  this  person,  and  said,  *'  Wait  on  me  at 
Clerkenwell  Green  when  you  are  all 
there.*'  Brewster  said,  *•  Don't  be  afraid 
because  you  do  not  see  the  signals  for  a 
little  while ;  you  might  not  see  the  sig- 
nals for  half  an  hour,  but  wait  a  bit."  It 
bad  been  arranged  at  the  **  Orange  Tree  *' 
that  there  were  to  be  bonfires.  The  men 
who  were  selected  were  spoken  to  on  that 
same  evening,  for  I  spoke  to  my  men. 
Brewster  also  said,  *'UUchie  swears,  so 
help  his  God,  he  will  shoot  the  first  per- 
son dead  that  flinches  from  his  duty." 

Gross-examined  by  Kenealy. 

Have  you  attended  many  of  the  Char- 
tist meetings  at  Kennington  Common  and 
other  places  ? — I  believe  only  one  on  Ken- 
nington Common  ;  that  was  on  a  Sunday. 
I  went  with  a  son  of  mine  out  of  curiosity. 
I  should  think  that  was  not  above  five 
months  ago.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  before  or  after  I  became  a  delegate, 
but  I  rather  think  it  was  before  it.  I  did 
lattend  at  Bishop  Bonner's  Fields  twice  or 
three  times,  when  the  meetings  were  on 
Sundays.  I  attended  a  public  meeting  at 
Milton  Street  for  a  short  time.  I  think 
five  or  six  is  all  I  have  attended.  I  en- 
tered the  Ohartist  Society  after  10th 
April.  I  went  to  Kennington  Common  on 
10th  April.  I  believe  that  was  the  first 
meeting  I  attended.  It  was  some  time 
after  that  that  I  became  a  member.  I 
never  saw  the  prisoner  at  any  of  the 
Chartist  meetings.  I  never  considered  him 
a  Chartist,  only  a  Confederate.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  heard  him  say  he  was  not 
a  Chartist.  I  do  not  recollect  his  saying 
that  the  Charter  was  not  worth  figliting 
for,  and  that  it  would  be  obtained  peace- 
ably in  two  years ;  he  might.  I  will  not 
swear  he  didf  not  say  so  in  my  presence. 
I  should  not  have  been  surprised  if  he  had 
said  so.  He  was  a  very  quiet-speaking 
man,  and  never  took  an  active  part.  I 
always  took  him  to  be  inofi*ensive  and 
quiol.  I  consider  it  would  have  been  in 
accordance  with  his  principles  if  he  had 
said  so.  I  do  not  recollect  his  saying  that 
he  was  perfectly  loyal  to  the  Queen,  and 
he  considered  her  as  one  of  the  best 
sovereigns  that  ever  was  in  England.  I 
have  met  him  at  other  places  besides  at 
the  committee  meetings.  I  never  heard 
him  say  a  word  about  the  Queen. 

There  were  about  forty  delegates  present 
at  the  meeting  at  the  "  Lord  Denman," 
on  August  15th,  when  MfdUns  was  in 
the  chair,  and  when  he  asked  them 
all  if  they  would  come  out  and  fight. 
The  prisoner  sat  nearly  opposite  me, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  table,  at  that 


meeting.  I  had  a  full  view  of  him.  I 
will  positively  swear  he  was  not  one  of 
the  two  who  refused  to  fight  or  to  say, 
**Yes."  I  positively  swear  that  I  heard 
him  say,  **  Yes."  I  have  not  got  the  cre- 
dentials which  I  got  from  Bezer.  It  was 
the  leaf  of  a  book  which  was  handed  by 
me  to  Payne,  who  compared  it  with  his 
book.  It  corresponded,  and  he  said, 
**  That  will  do."  There  was  no  writing  on 
it,  it  was  a  plain  leaf  out  of  a  book.  At 
the  latter  pai*t  of  the  time  persons  were 
allowed  to  sit  among  the  delegates  with- 
out producing  credentials.  There  was  a 
great  deal  of  imprudence  in  doing  so.  It 
was  not  allowed  when  I  first  went  amongst 
them,  no  person  then  could  possibly  have 
been  allowed  there  unless  he  was  a  dele- 
gate, and  produced  credentials.  I  do  not 
remember  that  the  chairman  at  the  "  Lord 
Denman"  said,  **0h,  that  is  all  right." 
The  first  meeting  that  I  recollect  seeing 
the  prisoner  at  was  on  20th  July,  at  the 
"  Black  Hart."  That  meeting  consisted 
entirely  of  delegates  and  persons  who  de- 
livered credentials.  One  person  was  admit* 
ted  without  credentials*  but  I  objected  to  it, 
and  he  was  not  allowed  to  stop.  I  do  not 
recollect  that  there  was  some  conversa- 
tion at  that  meeting  about  Doiolvng  having 
no  credentials.  Dowlvng  was  there  before 
I  got  there.  Five  persons  were  proposed 
and  carried,  to  draw  out  five  plans  of 
operation,  and  the  five  plans  were  to  be 
produced  on  the  next  morning  at  B&nnWs 
Cofi*ee  House.  They  were  to  be  inspected 
by  all  the  delegates  present,  and  the  best 
was  to  be  decided  on.  It  was  usual  to 
produce  credentials  as  the  persons  came 
m.  The  chairman  was  in  the  chair  at  the 
time.  I  did  not  see  Bowling  produce  any 
credentials. 

What  induced  you  first  to  join  pie 
Chartist  body? — Two  things:  curiosity, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  infor- 
mation and  giving  information  to  the 
authorities. 

At  whose  su^g^estion  did  you  join  the 
Chartists  P — I  lomed  them  of  my  Qwn 
will. 

You  thought  they  were  a  terrible  set  of 
fellows,  I  suppose  ?— I  found  as  soon  as  I 
had  been  to  the  place  once  or  twice  that 
they  were  a  rum  lot. 

What  put  it  into  your  head  that  they 
were  doing  anything  that  would  enable 
you  to  give  information? — When  I  went 
to  the  place 

I  am  speaking  of  before  P — You  under- 
stand, I  went  to  the  place  before  I  joined, 
and  I  found  parties  tnat  I  thought  would 
do  something.  I  judged  so  from  the 
conversations  I  heard.  It  was  not  con- 
versations relative  to  myself.  I  con- 
sidered they  were  of  that  class  of  persons 
that  would  not  be  scrupnloos  of  doing 
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anything.  That  was  before  I  joined 
them.  There  were  many  men  that  I 
thoaffht  woold  do  anything,  or  commit 
any  kind  of  deed,  and  my  impressions 
have  been  confirmed. 

Something  for  you  ? — No — ^yes,  for  me, 
too. 

Put  money  in  your  way? — No,  worse 
than  that. 

What? — A  bit  of  steel.  I  should  say 
these  men  wonld  have  had  very  little  hesi- 
tation in  patting  steel  into  me,  and  par- 
ticularly now.  They  would  not  have 
minded  doing  it  before,  if  they  found  it 
was  necessary. 

I  am  a  carpenter  by  trade.  I  live  partly 
on  property  which  I  have,  and  partly  upon 
my  hand  labour.  My  object  in  joining 
the  Chartists  was  not  to  make  money 
by  betraying  them,  it  was  for  the  good  of 
my  country.  I  swear  that  I  had  no  pe- 
cuniary object  in  giving  information 
against  these  persons.  I  did  it  merely  to 
do  my  country  service.  I  put  myself  in 
communication  with  the  police  almost 
directly  I  had  become  associated  with 
these  men.  I  introduced  myself  to 
these  men.  I  visited  Carttoright'Sf  and 
ultimatelv  became  a  member.  I  did 
not  tell  them  anything  particular  when  I 
visited  them.  I  mixed  with  them,  of 
course.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  shouted  for 
the  Charter.  I  did  not  do  so  at.  Kenning- 
ton  Common.  I  canuot  tell  you  the 
amount  of  money  the  General  Delegation 
had  in  their  coffers  from  beginning  to 
end.  The  money  was  appropriated  in 
various  ways,  the  secretaries  managed 
that.  They  could  tell  from  their  books. 
I  should  say  they  had  a  good  deal  more 
than  5^  or  61,  1  cannot  tell  how  much 
they  had,  not  1,000L  I  should  say  what 
they  collected  from  beginning  to  end 
would  amount  to  a  good  deal  more  than 
20Z.  When  I  put  myself  in  communi- 
cation with  the  police  they  did  not  tell 
me  to  take  notes  of  all  the  meetings  I 
attended;  that  was  my  own  suggestion. 
I  have  never  shown  my  notes  to  any  per- 
son. Some  of  these  notes  were  made 
when  I  got  home  after  the  meeting,  and 
some  were  made  next  day ;  but  I  swear 
none  were  made  later  than  a  day  after. 
I  did  not  make  any  gunpowaer.  I 
made  ball-cartridges,  at  least  1  have 
filled  ball-cartridges  for  Oumey,  our 
Warden,  and  I  occasionally  cast  bullets 
and  delivered  them  to  him.  I  suppose  I 
have  cast  fourteen  or  fifteen  dozen  for 
Cfumey,  I  filled  no  cartridges  except 
sixty-eight  which  I  had  from  nim  out  of 
his  cupboard,  and  I  still  have  them  in  my 
possession.  I  did  not  make  any  fire-balls, 
or  any  other  combustibles.  I  confined 
myself  to  bullets  and  cartridges,  according 
to  Oumey'e  directions.    I  did  not  make 


any  pike-handles,  or  any  other  implements 
for  nghting. 

I  believe  you  thought  these  men  were 
not  going  quick  enough  to  work,  and  you 
suggested  that  they  ought  to  procure 
larger  quantities  of  powder  P  —I  suggested 
what  I  was  directed  according  to  the  re- 
solution come  to  at  the  delegate  meetings. 
I  did  not  suggest  to  them  to  make  quan- 
tities of  cartridges  and  bullets.  I  did  not 
say  at  Bow  Street  that  I  stimulated  these 
men  to  cast  these  bullets.  I  never  gave 
any  powder  or  bullets  to  any  mortal  being 
save  Owrney.  He  is  now  in  custody.  I 
know  a  man  named  Dennis  Dtoaine.  I  do 
not  remember  having  any  conversation 
with  him  about  the  absurdity  of  his  moral 
force  doctrines.  I  do  not  know  him  per- 
sonally ;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  spoke  to 
him. 

Where  have  you  been  living  since  this  P 
— That  i3  a  question  I  do  not  know  that  I 
ought  to  answer.  I  have  been  partly 
living  at  Her  Majesty's  expense,  I  sup- 
pose. There  is  not  a  great  contrast  be- 
tween the  fetyle  of  my  dinner  since  I 
betrayed  these  men  to  what  it  was  before  5 
in  fact,  I  lived  better  before.  I  am  badly 
paid.  I  am  receiving  money  for  my  sup- 
port. My  life  has  been  threatdned.  I  am 
receiving  only  a  pound  a  week.  I  am 
not  to  get  a  farthing  if  I  convict  these 
men,  I  positively  swear  that.  No  one  has 
told  me  BO.  I  only  judge  so.  Such  a 
thing  has  not  been  broached.  I  do 
not  entertain  any  hope  of  getting  any 
money  for  it.  I  look  for  protection  from 
personal  danger,  and  that  is  all.  I  never 
told  these  men  to  set  fire  to  any  places. 
I  have  heard  it  spoken  of.  I  never  told 
them  that  I  did  not  approve  of  the  slow- 
ness and  tediousness  of  their  proceedings. 
I  have  said  I  was  sick  of  their  talking, 
they  evinced  so  much  talk,  and  that  was 
all  that  would  be  done  with  them.  I 
might  have  said  such  words  as  those.  I 
do  not  remember  saying  that  I  was  sick  of 
their  talkins  and  doing  nothing;  I  might. 
I  cannot  tell  you  what  I  meant  by  saymg 
I  was  sick  of  their  talking.  Words  may 
have  been  spoken  by  mo  at  times  which  I 
really  had  no  meaning  to.  I  do  not  re- 
member whether  it  was  at  any  of  the 
delegate  meetings  that  1  told  them  I 
was  sick  of  their  talking.  I  believe  I 
have  stated  all  that  I  repeated  myself. 
I  do  not  remember  saying  1  was  sick 
of  their  talking,  and  wanted  them  to 
go  to  work.  I  did  not  say  that  I  told 
them  I  was  sick  of  their  talking.  I  may 
have  said  so,  but  I  am  not  sure.  I  will 
not  say  I  did  not  say  so.  I  did  not  tell 
them  they  were  going  too  slow  to  work, 
and  the  best  way  to  get  their  rights  would 
be  to  set  fire  to  London.  I  do  not  believe 
any  such  words  were  ever  uttered  by  me 
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or  anything  to  that  effect.  I  did  not  in 
any  way  stimulate  them  to  get  bullets  and 
gunpowder ;  once  I  was  told  to  speak 
at  a  meeting  about  making  prepara- 
tions, or  something  of  that  sort.  I  was 
stimulating  them  in  giving  Gurnoy  the 
gunpowder.  I  did  not  cast  bullets  for 
anybody  but  him.  I  considered  that  was 
stimulating  them.  (The  witnesses  d^oai- 
Hon  being  read,  stated, 

"  I  stimulated  them  on  in  some  respects.  I 
gave  some  of  them  bullets  and  powder.  I  gave 
Gurney  some  bullets  and  powder  only,  and  not 
anybody  else.") 

I  meant  Chmiey  only.  I  swear  posi- 
tively I  never  gave  powder,  bullets,  or 
paper  to  any  other  mortal  being  save 
Gwm&y.  Mr.  Ma^namara  asked  me  at  Bow 
Street  whether  I  **  stimulated"  the  peoole. 
I  do  not  think  I  said  in  answer  that 
I  stimulated  the  people  on.  I  meant  that 
I  stimulated  Gitmey*  I  meant  to  confine 
it  to  him.  I  used  no  stimulation  to  him, 
except  that  he  asked  me  to  get  some  lead 
and  powder,  and  such  like  for  him  to 
make  the  cartridges,  and  I  did  so.  He 
said  the  cartridges  were  for  use.  I  ex- 
pected what  they  were  for.  Ho  knew 
what  was  going  on.  I  believe,  of  course, 
he  intended  to  use  them  on  a  future  occa- 
sion, I  suppose  in  fighting. 

Against  the  Queen  P— I  do  not  know 
about  against  the  Queen,  but  if  a  collision 
took  place  between  the  Chartists  and  the 

f>lice  of  course  he  would  have  used  them, 
suppose  80.  I  made  them  at  his  desire ; 
it  was  his  suggestion,  not  mine.  He  had 
been  a  long  time  making  these  things.  I 
am  aware  that  Gurney  is  to  be  tried. 
There  was  a  suspicion  of  spies.  They  sus- 
pected me  as  a  spy.  I  can  hardly  tell  you 
what  I  was  snspected  for  at  first.  Am  I 
bonnd  to  say  now  they  came  to  suspect 
meP 

Eble,  J. :  Of  course  you  are. — Then  I 
will  tell  you  how  it  was.  A  persoti  named 
Bowlana,  who  is  a  carman  to  a  brother- 
in-law  of  mine,  is  a  Chartist,  and  had 
been  for  years,  and  I  was  in  communi- 
cation with  a  certain  party;  that  party 
called  at  my  brother-in-law  s  premises,  he 
saw  this  part^  and  knew  him,  and  he  came 
to  our  locality  and  charged  me  openly 
with  it :  I  vindicated  myself  as  much  as 
possible.  That  was  how  I  was  charged, 
out  I  cleared  the  matter  up  then,  and  the 
party  that  charged  me  was  bundled  neck 
and  heels  out  of  the  place. 

Kenealy :  Why  not  tell  me  that  first  P— 
It  was  a  matter  that  required  conceal- 
ment, and  I  of  course  kept  it  concealed, 
and  I  did  not  answer  the  question  till  I 
was   bound    to.     In    fact,    I    have    not 

fiven  you  the  whole  yet.    I  have  told  you 
ow  I  was  suspected,   and   that  is    all. 


Bowland  charged  me  with  being  a  spy.  1 
was  not  charged  as  a  spy  by  any  delegate. 
Rowland  was  not  a  delegate.  None  of  the 
delegates  were  present  when  I  was 
charged  with  being  a  spy.  The  delegates 
did  not  suspect  me.  They  knew  nothing 
at  all  about  my  having  been  alleged  to  be 
a  spy.  I  had  some  conversation  about  it  now 
I  remember,  with  Mr.  MuUim,  at  the  Mil- 
ton Street  meetin^i^.  He  was  on  the  plat- 
form, and  I  told  him  that  some  time  ago 
I  was  charged  with  being  a  spy,  and  he 
himself  was  charged.  There  were  such 
foolish  suspicious  in  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  locality,  I  was  Bai*prised 
to  find  they  were  suspecting  most  of  the 
members  as  spies. 

Were  you  surprised  to  find  that  they 
were  such  fools  as  to  suspect  you  as  a  spy  P 
— Well,  certainly,  if  I  am  to  use  such  a 
vulgar  epithet,  thoy  were  fools  not  to 
know  the  difference.  They  did  not  sus- 
pect me. 

How  did  it  happen  that  they  admitted 
you  among  these  delegates,  and  to  all 
their  secrets,  when  jon  had  not  become  a 
member  of  the  Chartist  Society  before  P — 
Because  I  was  elected  by  the  Council  of 
my  district,  and  went  there.  I  cannot  say 
why  I  was  dected  by  the  Council .  The  fact 
was  the  others  were  afraid  to  go.  The 
Council  consisted  of  Fowler,  Owen  Jones, 
Cartel',  myself,  and  Battice,  Mr.  BaMicc 
accompanied  me  that  night,  and  was  afraid 
to  go  to  any  other  meeting.  Some  stranger 
in  the  room  asked  me  whether  I  had  any 
objection  to  stand  as  one  of  the  Council. 
I  said  **No";  and  I  was  proposed.  I 
never  asked  him  to  propose  me.  I  did 
not  suggest  it  to  him.  I  do  not  know  who 
the  stranger  was.  I  cannot  tell  what 
made  him  su^^gest  it.  He  gave  me  no 
reason  for  askmg  me  to  join  the  Council. 
He  did  not  say,  **  Poioell,  you  are  a  great 
Chartist,  a  determined  fellow,  and  ought 
to  be  on  the  Council."  No  one  knew  me 
by  that  name.  He  did  not  say  ' '  Johnson,** 
1  do  not  think  I  had  ever  seen  that  stran- 
cer  before.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw 
him  before  that  night.  I  cannot  say 
whether  I  have  ever  seen  him  since.  Ho 
was  sitting  by  my  side,  and  proposed  that 
I  should  be  on  the  Council.  He  may 
have  seen  me  before.  I  was  not  very 
much  inclined  to  go  on  the  Council.  I 
never  put  myself  forward,  for  they  wore 
very  inattentiTe  to  these  matters;  they 
were  not  careful.  They  did  not  know 
where  I  lived,  nor  what  I  was,  and 
scarcely  knew  my  name.  I  knew  I  should 
have  a  better  opportunity  of  getting  in- 
formation if  I  was  on  the  Council.  I  was 
not  pressing  for  it.  I  wished  it  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  but  not  to  force  myself  in. 

You  wanted  to  dive  gradually  into  their 
councils  P — Of  course  I  did. 
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And  to  be  tmsuspected,  for  the  purpose 
of  betraying  tbem  with  the  greater  ability  P 
—Yes. 

1  cannot  remember  how  long  I  was  on 
the  Council  before  1  was  made  a  delegate ; 
it  may  have  been  above  two  months. 

It  was  the  men  who  went  to  the  **  Orange 
Tree  "  that  were  to  use  the  word  **  Justice." 
Every  dele^te  knew  the  word,  and  was 
to  communicate  the  pass-word  to  every 
man  that  he  selected  for  that  particular 
purpose,  so  that  no  man  could  enter  the 
room  or  know  what  was  going  on  at  the 
''Orange  Tree,"  unless  he  made  use  of 
the  word  **  Justice."  Only  one  delegate 
was  to  be  there,  and  that  was  BUchie, 
The  firemen  were  to  come  there  and  use 
the  word  **  Justice,"  and  he  would  know 
them.  It  was  nndei'Stood  that  no  other 
person  was  to  go  there.  I  have  seen  a 
person  named  ImJee  King  at  a  meeting 
on  20th  July  when  King  came.  He  said, 
"If  I  have  been  righcJy  informed,  you, 
the  Secret  Committee,  have  been  sit- 
ting day  and  night  for  some  time  past ;  is 
that  true  or  not?"  Mr.  Pmne  said, 
**  There  is  some  truth  in  it."  They  were 
very  cautious  what  they  did  in  King's 
pi*e8ence.  He  was  very  much  out  of  tem- 
per, and  left  in  a  very  hasty  manner,  and 
went  downstairs.  That  was  the  only  meet- 
ing that  King  was  at,  that  I  know  of. 

Did  you  hear  DowUng  say  that  evening, 
the  20th,  that  the  plans  of  the  committee 
Lad  been  ooncoctea  in  his  absence  and  he 
did  not  understand  them,  and  as  far  as  he 
did  understand  them  he  disapproved  of 
them  altogether? — He  might  have  said 
such  words ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did. 
On  my  oath  I  did  not  hear  him  utter  such 
words.  If  he  had  I  should  have  heard  it. 
I  do  not  suppose  he  did  use  them  at  all. 
He  resigned  that  night,  bat  he  was  re- 
elected. I  do  not  know  that  he  gave  that 
as  a  reason  for  resigning.  If  he  did  I 
should  have  heard  it.  It  is  very  likely  he 
might  have  said  it.  I  do  not  know  that 
he  gave  any  reason  for  resigning ;  I  do 
not  recollect  that  he  said  anything  about 
it.  There  was  a  charge  brought  against 
MvUins  and  Rose  about  their  being  spies. 
That  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  confYision, 
and  the  committee  resigned.  No  other 
reason  was  given.  There  was  another 
resignation,  on  7th  August,  in  conse- 
qoeuoe  of  8mUh  O'Brien's  arrest;  that 
was  not  on  30th  July.  I  was  present  at 
the  discussion  relative  to  the  accusation. 
I  told  them  I  had  heard  so  much  in  our 
locality  that  I  myself  had  been  accused  of 
being  a  spy,  and  that  it  was  so  much 
trash,  to  put  it  aside  altogether.  I  be- 
lieve those  were  the  very  words  I  used. 
They  did  not  snspect  me  of  being  a  spy. 
I  mentioned  to  Mullins,  at  the  Milton 
Street  Theatre,  that  I  had  been  suspected  i 
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as  a  spy,  and  that  was  the  only  night  I 
mentioned  it  to  him.  I  also  mentioned  it 
at  the  time  of  the  discussion.  I  indig- 
nantly repudiated  the  notion  of  my  being 
a  spy ;  I  did  not  positively  assure  them 
that  I  was  not  a  spy.  I  did  not  do  either 
one  thing,  or  the  other.  I  never  gave 
them  to  think  I  was  or  was  not,  I  let  the 
matter  pass. 

I  spoke  to  mv  men,  to  be  ready  on 
the  Tuesday  night.  I  spoke  to  two  men 
to  be  ready  for  firing ;  one  was  AbeU  who 
was  taken  at  the  ** Orange  Tree";  I  do 
not  know  the  name  of  the  other  man.  I 
knew  the  man;  I  have  known  him  per- 
haps four  or  five  years.  I  told  him  that 
I  was  delegated  by  the  resolution  come  to 
at  the  meeting,  to  find  four  men  for  the 
purpose  of  firing  honses  and  premises,  and 
I  called  him  on  one  side,  and  spoke  to 
him  on  the  sabjeot,  and  he  appeared  to 
be  disposed  for  the  purpose.  I  was  in 
conversation  with  one  of  the  men  about  a 
quarter  of  a  hour,  and  with  the  other  about 
the  same  time,  ^nd  told  them  for  what 
purpose  it  was. 

What  object  had  you  in  persuading 
those  two  men  to  join  you  in  this  firing 
expedition  P — It  was  a  resolution  come  to 
at  the  meeting  to  select  foar  men  each, 
and  I  did  not  know  any  more,  except 
those  two  men.  One  man  was  disposed, 
and  Abel,  when  I  left  him,  dia  not 
seem  disposed,  and  I  never  took  any  fur- 
ther notice  of  him. 

Did  you  feel  yourself  bound  to  carry 
out  that  resolution  of  the  delegates? — 
Certainly,  or  I  could  not  have  lod  them 
to  feel  I  was  discharging  my  duty. 

The  other  man  I  spoke  to  was  not  a 
delegate.  I  did  not  want  to  entrap  him 
into  this.  I  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject, 
and  left  it  to  his  own  option.  I  was  doubt- 
ful whether  he  would  do  it,  and  although 
he  told  me  he  would  go  to  the'  **  Orange 
Tree,"  I  did  not  believe  him  ;  and  he  did 
not  go. 

Did  you  use  every  eflbrt  to  make  him 
join  in  firing  the  houses  P— I  did  not ;  I 
spoke  to  him. 

Was  that  the  only  man  you  endeavoured 
to  entrap  P — That  is  all. 

Eble,  J. :  The  witness  does  not  say  he 
entrapped  him.  If  you  ask  a  man,  will 
he  join  in  firing  a  house,  it  does  not  show 
there  is  any  entrapping  him. 

Witnees :  1  told  him  what  it  was  for,  and 
said,  **  Consider  it."  It  was  not  done  to 
entrap  the  men ;  it  was  just  to  carry  oat 
the  resolution.  If  he  had  fulfilled  the  reso- 
lution, it  would  certainly  have  entrapped 
him ;  but  unless  I  had  spoken  to  him,  I 
should  not  have  fulfilled  that  which  was 
expected  of  me.  I  did  not  feel  bound  to 
carry  out  the  resolution  to  the  extent  re- 
quired, but  merely  just  to  speak  to  the 
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men.  It  was  never  my  intention  to  get 
them  to  do  sncb  a  thing.  If  they  had 
consented  to  fire  honses  I  should  not  have 
dissuaded  them ;  but  it  was  not  my  in- 
tention they  should  do  it,  for  all  that. 

When  did  you  first  begin  to  communi- 
cate this  affair  to  the  Government  P — Soon 
after  10th  April.  The  Secret  Committee 
sat  the  very  next  day  after  I  attended  the 
first  meeting.  That  was  on  20th  July. 
I  was  not  in  communication  with  the 
Government  before  that.  I  first  put  my- 
self in  communication  with  certain  parties 
very  soon  after  10th  April — ^very  soon 
after  I  joined  the  Chartists. 

Eble,  J. :  In  the  case  of  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  peace,  the  Hoorces  of 
information  have  no  right  to  be  laid  open. 

WitnetB :  I  communicated  every  move- 
ment that  I  knew  of,  from  time  to 
time ;  they  knew  everything.  I  saw 
something  illegal  in  the  Council  when 
I  first  jomed  them.  I  knew  that  there 
was  a  rising;  that  was  before  I  put 
myself  in  communication  with  the  Go- 
vernment. The  parties  with  whom  I 
communicated  did  not  persuade  me  to 
continue  among  the  delegates.  They  did 
not  tell  me  not  to  do  so ;  I  did  it  of  my 
own  accord.  I  saw  them  often ;  I  did  not 
see  them  regularly  once  a  week.  I  do  not 
know  what  has  become  of  the  man  I 
wanted  to  fire  the  houses.  I  went  to  none 
but  the  two;  I  never  spoke  to  a  soul 
besides.  I  did  not  tell  him  anything 
about  firing  railways.  I  said  it  was  for 
firing  houses  and  premises.  There  was 
not  a  word  said  about  killing  the  police 
on  that  occasion.  If  I  had  received 
orders  from  the  delegates  to  get  anyone 
to  kill  the  police,  I  should  not  have  con- 
sidered myself  bound  to  carry  them  out ; 
I  merely  did  what  I  was  desired  with 
reference  to  firing  houses ;  I  merely  spoke 
to  him.  I  never  said  they  were  not  to 
consider  whether  there  were  people  in  the 
houses.  This  is  the  only  occasion  on 
which  I  have  got  people  to  fire  houses; 
the  only  occasion  on  which  I  was  asked 
to  go.  If  I  had  been  asked  on  other 
occasions  I  should  have  done  so.  I  should 
not  have  fired  any  houses. 

I  only  heard  the  men  talk  about  a  Repub- 
lic once.  Dotrh'n^  was  present  then.  When 
Payne  spoke  of  destroying  the  power  of  the 
Queen  I  said  nothing,  I  was  not  on  the 
Committee,  and  was  surprised  that  they 
allowed  me  to  be  present.  Boae  spoke 
about  assassinating  the  police.  I  was  in 
communication  with  the  police  then.  I 
ofi*ered  no  remarks  on  the  subject,  as  I 
had  no  right  to  be  there  while  they  were 
sitting.  It  wa»  business  which  ought  to 
have  oeen  transacted  by  the  committee 
alone.  No  delegate  ought  to  have  been 
present.     I   was  present  on  one  or  two 


other  occasions.  They  generally  met 
before  the  general  body  of  delegates,  and 
before  the  delegates  left  they  consulted 
together.  That  was  the  meeting  where 
they  produced  plans,  and  talked  about 
barricades.  It  aid  not  occur  to  me  that 
it  was  a  curious  thing  that  the  most 
terrible  thing  produced  to-dav  against 
them  should  have  transpired  at  that 
meeting  at  which  I  had  no  right  to  be 
present.  Nothing  was  said  about  my 
presence.  There  is  no  doubt  there  were 
many  propositions  made  that  were  not 
made  known  to  the  general  body  of  the 
delegates.  I  saw  a  plan ;  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  this  is  it  (produced).  On 
my  solenm  oath  the  word  **  fighting-men  " 
was  used.  The  very  first  night  MuUins 
asked  us  to  give  in  our  returns  of  the 
number  of  fighting  men  those  were  his 
words. 

Did  he  say  for  what  object?— Well,  it 
turned  out  for  what  object. 

Did  he  say  for  what  objectP— Well,  I 
cannot  remember  for  what  object  he  did 
say. 

Did  he  say  for  any  object  P — ^Well,  it  was 
understood.  I  do  not  recollect  him  saying 
for  any  object,  but  the  words  ''fighting- 
men  '*  were  used  by  him  the  very  first  night 
of  meeting.  It  was  proposed^  I  think,  by 
Donovan,  to  send  a  delegate  over  to  Limer- 
ick or  Cork,  to  know  how  things  "were,  in 
consequence  of  the  difiBculty  of  getting 
information  at  the  time  the  excitement 
was  going  on.  I  do  not  remember 
Dublin  being  mentioned.  I  never  heard 
of  any  communication  between  the  dele- 
gates and  the  people  of  Cork  or  Lime- 
rick. When  MuUine  said,  "May  the 
bitterest  curse  of  God  hang  on  the  sonl 
of  the  first  man  who  betrays  any  one  of 
us,"  I  did  not  think  he  meant  me,  because 
he  did  not  know  I  was  in  communication. 
I  have  been  a  carpenter  for  the  last  ten 
years.  I  was  a  bed-pillar  carver  before 
that.  I  have  made  more  by  carpentering 
than  by  spying.  The  **  Ulterior  Commit- 
tee "  is  the  only  name  that  I  am  in  poeses- 
sion  of  as  the  name  of  the  committee.  I 
do  not  recollect  speaking  of  a  Plotting 
Committee. 

Attorney- General :  I  did. 

Kenealy  {to  Witneae) :  Now,  do  not 
look  over  every  minute  to  the  Attorney- 
Oeneral.'-'l  am  not  looking  over;  I  am 
considering  so  that  I  may  not  say  what 
is  untrue.  I  do  not  remember  saying 
it. 

Did  you  not  say  several  times  at  Bow 
Street  that  there  was  a  Committee  called 
the  Plotting  Committee  P— Well,  I  really 
do  not  remember.  I  may  have  called  it  so. 
I  have  heard  it  called  so.  I  do  not  know 
by  whom,  but  the  name  was  the  'Ul- 
terior Committee.'* 
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The  AUomey-Oenerdi  read  the  first  de- 
position of  the  witness — 

"A  new  Plotting  Committee  or  Ulterior 
Committee  was  appomted/* 

Joseph  Thompson  recalled — Examined  by 
the  AUorney-QeneTal, 
On  11th  Angast  I  searched  Rosens  pre- 
mises. He  was  with  ns,  and  showed  ns 
the  place.  I  found  this  plan,  marked 
"A*  to  which  the  last  witness  spoke; 
this  map  of  the  City  Road,  **B**;  a 
map  or  sketch  of  Seven  Dials,  **0"; 
blank  forms  for  plans  to  be  filled  np; 
one  of  Seven  Dials,  and  the  other, 
headed  **  Clerkenwell " ;  three  recipes  for 
gUD-cotton,  and  these  two  lists  of  num- 
bers. I  found  this  cipher  {produced. 
No,\\). 

WiUiasn  Ohubh  recalled— Examined  by  the 
Attorney'  Qenerat, 

I  believe  this  {No.  11)  to  be  the  pri- 
soner's writing.  £This  being  read,  con- 
tained various  marks  and  figures,  with 
names  and  words  attachea  to  them, 
among  which  were  "Pikes,"  ** Rifles," 
'*  KiUed,'*  "  Shot."  ''Barricades,"  "Vic- 
tory," "0'J9We»,"  "DoAe»y,"  "  Tippe- 
rary,"  **  Poison,"  «*Fire,"  "  English, '^&c. 
The  papers  found  at  Ro$e*8  being  read, 
contained  a  variety  of  names  contracted, 
with  numbers  placed  agpainst  them,  signi- 
fying the  various  localities,  their  number, 
and  names  of  the  leaders,  among  which 
were  the  following:  "  Wall,  80;  Baas  and 
Nas.  Lamb,  lo  150  Fed,  Ber.  50 ;  Dean. 
250;  Cuff.  Thorn.  Star.  50;  Pear.-War. 
Irish,  50;  Bitch.  8t.  OiU.  100;  Carts. 
50;  Fd.  100;  Miieh.  30;  TT.  Ty.  20; 
Fuzz.  Fa.,  &c.'l 

Charles  TUden — Examined  by  the  Attorney' 
General. 

I  am  a  brass-chaser,  of  26,  Little  Earl 
Street,  Seven  Dials,  aiid  work  for  Jfar- 
iin  and  Oraev,  of  Rathbone  Place.  On 
27th  May  I  oecame  a  member  of  the 
Chartist  Club,  in  Dean  Street.  Cuffey 
was  the  Class-Leader.  Each  class-leaoer 
has  nine  men  under  him,  and  gives 
orders  to  them.    He  gave  me  orders  to 

fet  gunpowder  to  make  ball-cartridges  to 
re  on  tne  police.  He  said  the  time  was 
close  at  hi^d ;  that  was  about  the  middle 
of  June.  1  said  I  had  not  got  a  gun  or  a 
musket.  He  said,  "Never  mind  that, 
make  the  cartridges  up,  and  when  the 
time  arrives  break  into  the  gun-shops  and 
get  them."  Some  time  afterwards  I  met 
him  in  Wardour  Street,  and  asked  him 
how  to  make  the  cartridges.  He  gave  me 
directions.  About  a  week  afterwards  I 
went  to  his  lodgings.  He  showed  me  a 
pike,  whicli  he  said  was  MitcheVs  pattern, 
and  asked  me  to  sharpen  it  for  him,  but  1 
did  not.    I  saw  Uiis  pike-handle  as  well 


(produced).  I  went  again,  and  found  him 
casting  bullets  from  letter-type.  1  saw 
about  a  dozen.  He  said  they  were  to 
make  up  into  cartridges.  He  said  So- 
and'So  had  got  some  ^nger-beer  bottles 
with  pieces  of  ragged  iron  in  them,  and 
that  the  wives  of  the  Chartists  were  to 
chuck  them  out  of  the  windows  on  the 
police,  while  the  husbands  were  fighting 
with  the  police  in  the  streets.  He  said 
the  soldiers  would  soon  be  drained  away 
to  Ireland,  and  London  would  be  in  our 
hands.  I  have  seen  Bowling  at  the  Davis 
Club — he  was  the  secretary. 

Cross-examined  by  Kenealy. 
When  did  you  enter  into  communica* 
tion    with   the    Government? — About    a 
month  after  the  29th  May,  when  I  became 
a  member.    I   joined    as  a    moral-force 
Chartist,  not  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
information  to  Government.     I  gave  in- 
formation for  the  good  of  the  public  and 
myself.    I  believed  it  to  be  my  duty.    I 
did  not  broach  the  subject  of  the  ginger- 
beer  bottles.     I  said  So-and-so  had  got 
ginger-beer  bottles,  with  pieces  of  ragged 
iron  in   them,    and   bits    of  tow    round 
them,  and  he  said  they  were  very  good 
things  to  chuck  out  of  the  windows.    I 
said  nothing  about  gunpowder,  in  refer- 
ence to  ginger-beer    bottles,   till   Ci^ey 
mentioned  it  to  me.    I  did  not  ask  him  to 
entrap  him,  but  to  see  if  I  could  escape 
any  plot   being   laid,   as  I  suspected  a 
plot  then.    He  thought  I  was  one  of  the 
right  sort.    I  allowed  him  to  continue  in 
that  belief  till  he  was  taken  up,  I  played 
the  traitor  all  the  time.      I  end  not  tell 
him  I  would  join  in  the  attack  on  the 
police.    I  may  have  broached  tiie  subject 
of  attacking  the  police,  three  times.    It 
was  not  four.    I  did  not  commence  the 
oonvereation,  only  about  the  ginger- beer 
bottles.    I  did  not  say  a  word  about  the 
police.     I  commenced  the  conversation 
with  reference  to  destroying  the  police, 
three  times.    Bowling  was  not  a  member 
of  the  club  I  was  in.    I  have  not  been  in 
the  pay  of  the  police.    I  have  received  no 
Government  pay,  and  do    not  think   I 
shall.    I  have  received  nothing  for  the 
evidence  I  am  giving,  and  do  not  expect 
to. 

Re-examined  by  the  Attomey-Oeneral. 

What  was  said  in  the  conversation  with 
Cuffey  on  Sunday  morning? — He  asked  if 
I  had  heard  of  any  orders,  and  gave  mo 
orders  to  get  2  lbs.  of  gunpowder. 

Thomas  Barrett — Examined  by  Welsby, 
I  am  a  shoemaker,  of  17,  Charles  Street, 
Lisson  Grove.  On  Whit-Sunday  I  became 
a  member  of  the  Emmet  Brigade,  which 
held  its  meetings  at  Morgan's  beer  shop, 
in  Praod  Street,  and  one  branch  in  Should- 
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ham  Street,  kept  by  Breaden.  I  know  a 
man  named  MuUins.  I  have  beard  bim 
address  meetings  of  Cbartists  and  Con- 
federates, at  Breadtn's,  on  several  Sun- 
days, and  on  Sunday,  13tb  August,  I  heard 
bim  say  it  was  necessary  for  eacb  man  to 
prepare  himself  for  the  cresis  that  was  com- 
ing, and  it  was  necessary  for  each  man  to 
make  a  small  sacrifice  to  aid  the  Com- 
mittee of  Progress  in  their  undertakings, 
and  they  would  judge  by  the  exertions 
they  made  whether  they  were  prepared 
or  not. 

At  a  meeting  there  on  Tuesday,  15th 
August,  between  thirty  and  forty  Char- 
tiBts  and  Confederates  were  present.  At 
One  time  there  were  forty.  It  was  stated 
that  they  were  waiting  for  delegates  from 
the  Committee  of  Progress.  On  Wednes- 
day, 16th  August,  about  eight  o'clock,  1 
went  to  the  Chartist  meeting-house  in 
Praed  Street.  About  twenty  of  the  Em- 
met  Brigade  were  assembled.  It  was 
said  that  they  were  waiting  for  orders; 
they  did  not  say  for  what,  but  it  was 
generally  understood  for  an  outbreak.  I 
went  from  thence  to  Breaden* b;  I  got 
there  about  half-past  eight  or  a  quarter  to 
nine,  and  found  thirty  or  forty  persons  of 
the  flame  class.  MulJins  came  in,  and  a 
man  named  Smith  clapped  him  on  the 
shoulder,  and  said,  **  My  boy,  I  was  afraid 
you  were  taken."  He  said,  **  No,  they 
only  take  me  wiih  my  life."  He  retired, 
and  a  man  named  Cruichshank  came  in 
and  placed  a  musket  on  the  table.  I  had 
seen  him  there  once  or  twice  before.  I 
do  not  know  what  branch  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of.  There  were  two  pistols,  and 
seyeral  pikes  and  pike-heads,  m  the  room. 
I  heard  the  question  put  whether  they 
were  prepared,  and  whether  they  had  got 
their  toothpicks,  which  was  the  name  they 
gave  them.  Mullins  and  others  retired 
into  another  room.  When  they  came 
back  I  was  sitting  in  the  angle  of  the 
room,  and  saw  Mullins look  into  the  room, 
and  withdraw  out  of  my  sight.  Smith 
said  to  me,  but  I  cannot  swear  whether  it 
was  in  Mullins*  presence,  that  they  were 
to  be  in  readiness  to  meet  their  leader  at 
Crown  Street,  Soho  Square,  and  the  Seven 
Dials,  at  ten  o'clock.  The  leader's  name 
was  not  mentioned.  A  cab,  which  I  was 
informed  had  brought  MuUins,  drove  up 
to  the  door,  and  he  went  away  in  it.  1 
believe  there  was  a  question  asked  how 
they  were  to  take  their  arms.  The  an- 
swer was,  in  the  best  way  they  could.  I 
went  to  Crown  Street,  Soho,  walked  down 
to  the  bottom,  and  recognized  about  thirty 
persons  whom  I  had  seen  in  the  room. 

Cross-examined  by  Kenealy, 

What  is  MuUins  f — I  believe  he  is  a 
surgeon.    He  seems  to  be  a  man  of  edu- 


cation. I  think  he  said  crisis,  and  not 
cresis,  1  was  not  in  commnnication  with 
the  police  when  I  heard  MiiUins  speak. 
I  am  a  moral-force  Chartist.  I  think  it 
is  not  physical  means  that  will  carry  out 
moral  force. 

Charles  Baldwinson — Examined  by  Clerk. 
I  am  a  tailor,  of  Webber  Street,  Black- 
friars.  I  became  a  Chartist  last  May,  and 
was  elected  a  Class-Leader  about  three 
weeks  afterwards,  in  June.  I  had  nine  men 
under  me.  The  usual  place  of  meeting  was 
Chartist  Hall,  Webber  Street.  Morgan  was 
a  Class-Leader  in  the  same  district.  I 
attended  at  the  South  Lambeth  Chartist 
Hall.  I  know  Pedfoy  well.  He  was  a  Class- 
Leader  at  one  time,  but  ^ve  it  up.  He  used 
to  attend  the  same  meetmgs.  On  Tuesday 
evening,  15th  August,  I  went  with  Mor- 
gan to  a  Chartist  meeting  at  the  *'  Pea- 
cock," Francis  Street,  Westminster  Road. 
As  we  went  he  told  me  that  during  my 
absence  something  was  going  on  which  I 
was  little  aware  of,  but  when  I  got  to  the 
**  Peacock  "  I  should  hear  something  by 
Mr.  Pedley,  that  something  was  close  at 
hand.  I  had  not  been  there  for  nearly  a 
fortnight.  About  half  an  hour  after  we 
had  b^n  at  the  "  Peacock,"  Pedley  came. 
He  said  there  was  a  general  rising  in  the 
North,  that  a  delegate  had  come  from 
Manchester,  and  that  we  were  to  meet  at 
the  *'  Peacock  "  next  evening,  and  bring 
I  our  men  with  us  armed,  and  those  who 
were  not  armed  were  to  be  put  in  a  posi- 
tion to  got  arms.  My  party  was  to  go  to 
the  Bro^way,  Westminster.  Clerkenwell 
Green,  the  East  End  of  town,  and  Seven 
Dials  were  also  mentioned.  Pedley  pro- 
duced some  different  coloured  ribbons, 
which  the  leaders  were  to  wear  that  they 
should  be  known  by  the  men.  This  is  one 
of  them  (produced).  Next  morning  I 
went,  and  told  some  of  the  men  what  was 
going  to  take  place.  At  nearly  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening  I  went  to  the 
"Angel"  in  Webber  Street.  Prowton, 
Conway,  Johnson,  and  Pedley  were  there. 
I  believe  we  got  there  before  Pedley. 
When  he  came  I  saw  him  load  a  pistol.  I 
i<aw  some  cartridges,  which  he  made  up 
at  the  **  Peacock  on  Wednesday  night. 
He  gave  me  one.  He  left,  and  the  police 
arrived  in  about  three  minutes. 

Cross-examined  by  Kenecdy. 
Had  you  any  arms  that  ni^ht  P — A  pike* 
head  and  a  small  ])Ocket-pistol.  I  knew 
the  men  were  to  be  arrested.  I  took  the 
pistol  and  the  pike-head,  to  take  off  the 
appearance  of  a  traitor  you  may  call  it. 
I  did  not  offer  the  pistol  to  any  man  in 
the  meeting  that  night.  Conway  had  the 
pistol  in  his  hand,  and  was  cutting  a  ball 
to  go  into  it.  He  went  out  for  some  per- 
cussion-caps, but  I  do  not  think  he  had  it 
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when  he  went  out.  I  told  my  class  to 
meet  at  the  **  Peacock  "  at  eight  o'clock, 
as  something  was  to  take  place.  I  had 
given  information  then.  I  gave  them  in- 
gtmotions  before  I  gave  the  information, 
but  I  believe  not  afterwards.  They  did 
not  suspect  me  when  I  ceased  to  do  so,  as  I 
had  none  to  give,  Mr.  Pedley  had  to  give 
them  that  night.  I  understand  they  did 
not  think  me  a  spy  or  a  traitor  till  they 
were  arrested.  1  told  them  to  oome 
armed  if  they  had  them,  and  if  they  had 
not  they  would  be  put  in  the  way  to  get 
them.  I  did  not  know  they  were  to  be 
arrested  then.  I  did  not  give  informa- 
tion till  the  afternoon. 

Be-examined  by  Clerk. 
You  gave  information  between  two  and 
three  o'clock  P — ^Yes,  I  had  not  given  the 
least  information  before  that. 

Nieholaa  Fearce — Examined  by  BodJem. 

I  am  superintendent  of  the  F  Division 
of  Police.  On  16th  August  T  went  to 
the  ** Orange  Tree"  public  house  with 
about  twenty  men.  "We  arrived  a  little 
after  five  o'clock,  went  into  a  room  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  house,  and  found 
eleven  persons  sitting  round  a  table  ap- 
parently in  conversation.  I  requested 
them  all  to  keep  their  seats.  I  do 
not  think  anything  was  said,  but  a  great 
many  of  the  constables  rushed  into  the 
room.  More  than  one  attempted  to  get 
away.  I  had  a  pistol  with  me.  We  secured 
them  all.  I  found  a  handkerchief  onder  the 
bench  thev  were  sitting  on,  a  little  to  the 
left  of  Bitehie,  containing  three  balls, 
with  tow  on  the  outside  tied  round,  one 
with  a  string,  some  rag  and  tow  saturated 
with  turpentine.  I  cut  one  ball  open,  and 
found  some  printer-'s  type  in  the  middle. 
The  things  all  smelt  of  turpentine.  I 
found  two  knives  in  Bitchte*8  pocket.  I 
examined  him  more  minutely  at  the 
station.    Bis  dress  and  hat  smelt  of  tur- 

S inline.  He  declined  giving  his  address, 
e  told  me  afterwards  he  had  lately  re- 
turned from  France.  The  eleven  men  were 
BUehiey  Ovmey,  Shempardy  Abel,  BAchard- 
son.  Bum,  Oreenslade,  Beading,  Snotchall, 
Martin,  and  8maU. 

Did  anv  person  oome  out  of  the  '*  Orange 
Tree "  wno  gave  information  before  you 
went  in  P — No ;  the  men  did  not  attempt 
to  make  any  resistance,  they  quietly  sur- 
rendered. It  was  under  a  long  bench 
that  I  found  the  handkerchief.  Several 
persons  were  sitting  on  the  bench.  It 
was  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  nearly 
under  the  centre  of  the  bench. 

Joseph  Thompson  recalled — Examined  by 
Clerk. 
1  accompanied  Pearce  to  the  "  Orange 
Tree"  on  Wednesday  night,  and  found 


this  paper  (marked  18)  in  the  room. 
Qreenslade  said,  "That  belongs  to  me." 
I  said,  "  What  is  your  nameP  "  He  said 
**  Oreenslade "  I  saw  it  corresponded 
with  his  name,  and  kept  it — 

**  This  is  to  certify  that  George  Oreenslade 
and  William  Barn  were  duly  elected  to  repre- 
sent the  Thomas  Paine  Brigade  at  the  delegate 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  *  Orange  Tree/ 
Red  Lion  Street.— W.  Hammett,  Secretary." 

After  the  prisoners  were  taken,  in  con« 
sequence  of  information,  I  went  to  2,  Oioss 
Court,  Russell  Court,  Drury  Lane,  where 
Ritchie  lived.  I  knew  Mr.  Groves,  the 
landlord.  I  was  shown  by  his  daughter 
into  a  room  there,  and  found  a  hundred 
and  seventeen  ball  cartridges,  four  bullet- 
moulds,  four  bullets,  three  oombuscible 
balls,  one  powder-horn  three-parts  full  of 
powder,  a  three  half-pint  bottle  three- 
parts  full  of  gunpowder,  a  bayonet,  a  ladle 
for  melting  lead,  a  piece  of  lead,  several 
percussion  caps,  some  shot,  a  quantity  of 
tow,  and  the  tri-coloured  band  {all  pro* 
duced).  This  combustible  ball  has  powder 
and  pieces  of  iron  in  it.  In  Ritchie*s 
room  I  found  two  books  about  the  Charter, 
and  this  paper  {marked  B),  written  in 
pencil — 

<*Read — 'This  is  to  certify  that  Joseph 
Ritchie  and  Philip  Martin  have  been  duly 
elected  as  dele^tes  to  this  locality — Seven 
Dials  and  Drury  Lane.* " 

James  Bowsett  confirmed  the  last  wit* 
ness. 

8amml  Bohlin — Examined  by  the 
AUomey-  Oenerai. 
1  am  an  undertaker,  of  2,  Beech  Street, 
Barbican.  On  Tuesday,  15th  August,  I 
was  put  in  possession  of  the  **  Orange 
Tree."  I  got  there  about  a  quarter  to 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Next 
day,  about  a  quarter  to  three,  a  man 
came  and  asked  me  if  there  was  a  room 
empty  upstairs,  as  some  of  his  shopmates 
were  going  to  meet  there.  The  landlady 
let  him  the  room.  Two  men  came  about 
a  quarter  to  four ;  eleven  came  altogether. 
Before  five  they  asked  me  to  put  the 
bagatelle  board  up.  We  nut  it  up.  They 
asked  me  for  the  balls ;  the  landlady  said 
they  were  stolen.  One  of  them  took  a  round 
bit  of  chalk  from  the  mantelpiece,  and  it 
went  into  No.  6  hole,  which  was  red.  He 
said,  "  Bed  baU,  fire,  by  God,  to-night !  " 
They  were  together  about  twenty  mmutea 
before  the  police  came.  They  had  been 
talking  together,  but  would  not  let  me 
hear  mem;  they  talked  low.  On  the 
following  morning  I  found  this  card  in 
the  room.  No  one  had  been  in  the  room 
between  the  police  taking  the  men  and 
my  findingit.  (This  was  a  card,  certify- 
ing that  Henry  Small  was  entered  as  a 
member  of  the  National  Chartist  Associa* 
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tion  on  July  Tth,  1848. 
SnwJbaU.) 


Signed,  James 


Anthony  i?i*tt— Examined  by  Welshy. 

I  am  saperintendent  of  the  L  divi- 
flion  of  police.  On  16th  August,  from 
information  I  received,  I  went  with 
several  constables  to  the  tap-room  at 
the  •*  Angel,"  Webber  Street.  We  found 
Winapere,  Irons,  Prowton,  Conwcvy,  Ale^- 
ander  Harhy,  Taylor,  Co*,  Poole,  Gibbs, 
Herbert,  Norton,  Samuel  Harby,  and  Mor- 
gan, there,  and  took  them  in  charge.  We 
had  pistols  and  cutlasses.      I  saw  this 

f  ike-head    found  on   Conway  {prodtieed), 
only  saw  one,  in  the  confusion.    One  was 
found  under  his  coat. 

Did  you  see  Baldurinson  before  you  went 
into  the  ** Angel"?— He  came  out,  and 
went  in.  No  communication  passed  be- 
tween us.  I  had  a  communication  from 
another  party,  who  saw  him  come  out.^ 

CockeriU,  Harris,  Smith,  Baker,  Collins, 
and  Rogers,  constables,  confirmed  the  last 
witness,  and  spoke  to  finding  a  bundle 
containing  seventy-five  rounds  of  ball 
cartridge ;  a  breast-plate  (produced)  under 
Winspere*s  wabtcoat  and  over  his  shirt,  a 
dagger  under  his  seat,  and  a  sword  out- 
side the  door;  a  dagger  in  Prowton'^ 
pocket,  and  a  pike  between  his  waistcoat 
and  jacket;  fifteen  ball-cartridges  and  a 
pike-head  on  Morgan;  an  old  sword,  a 
chair-leg,  loaded  with  lead  inside  and 
outside,  at  Morgan*s  house,  and  a  sword  at 
Poole's, 

John  Haynes,  police-inspector,  Edward 
Kendal,  detective,  and  James  Bussell, 
police-inspector,  spoke  to  finding  two 
pistols,  a  IjKayonet,  two  canisters  of  gun- 
powder, and  ball-cartridges  on  the  person 
of  Thomas  Jones,  at  the  **  Charter  "  Coffee 
House,  kept  by  Lacy  in  Strutton  Ground, 
Westminster ;  also  seventy  bullets,  three 
pounds  of  lead,  a  quantity  of  metal,  ap- 

5arently  pewter  pots    melted   down,  at 
ones*s  lodging.    These  articles  were  pro- 
duced. 

Jamss  Lewis  Ashman  (policeman,  F  1) : 
On  17th  August,  about  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  I  was  on  duty  in  Bow  Street, 
and  saw  two  persons  pass.  One  was 
Argue*  I  took  him,  and  asked  him  what 
he  had  under  his  coat.  He  said  it  was  an 
umbrella.  I  found  it  was  this  gun  {pro- 
duced). It  was  not  loaded.  I  searched 
him  at  the  station,  and  found  twenty 
rounds  of  ball-cartridge,  and  this  card  of 
the  Irish  Felon  Cluo,  with  his  name 
on  it,  signed  by  Fay,  the  secretary  at 
Cartright*s,  Redcross  Street. 

Joseph  Thompson,  i*e-called — Examined 
by  Bodkin. 

'  On  18th  August  I  went  to  11,  Hollin's 
Street,  Wardour  Street,  and  took  Cuffey, 


I  said  he  must  consider  himself  in  my 
custody,  and  told  him  a  portion  of  the 
charge.  He  said,  "  That  is  quite  suffi- 
cient, as  I  am  a  Chartist."  Sergeant 
West  was  with  me,  and  began  to  search 
the  room.  Cuffey  went  to  a  drairer,  and 
took  something  from  it.  We  had  a 
scuffle.  It  was  an  old  pistol,  loaded  with 
ball,  and  primed  (produced).  He  tried  to 
secrete  it.  His  wife  was  there.  I  took 
the  ball  out  by  the  magistrate's  orders. 
I  also  found  a  banner. 

Kenealey:  I  have  offered  no  objection 
as  to  the  questions  relating  to  the  finding 
of  arms.  There  is  no  illegality  in  being 
possessed  of  arms. 

WiUiam  West  (police-sergeant) :  I  went 
to  Guffey's,  and  found  this  pike-handle  in 
the  cock-loft,  close  to  a  trap-door.  This 
is  the  banner  (produced,  inscribed  **  West- 
minster District,**) 

George  Tfi^on— Examined  by  Clerk, 

I  am  landlord  of  the  '*  Black  Jack,'' 
Portsmouth  Street,  Lincoln's  Inn.  At  the 
end  of  July,  Boss  engaged  a  room  at  my 
house  for  the  Thursday  following,  for  a 
meeting  of  the  Trades'  Committee.  On 
the  Thursday  ten  or  twelve  people  came. 
None  of  the  Trades'  Committee  were 
there,  to  my  knowledge.  They  came  about 
nuie  o'clock,  and  went  away  about  eleven. 
I  knew  no  one  but  Rose. 

Cross-examined  by  Kenealy, 

Did  you  know  all  the  members  of  the 
Trades  Committee  P— Yes ;  there  was  a 
fresh  committee  every  six  weeks.  I  knew 
them  after  the  first  night,  and  can  swear 
none  of  them  were  at  that  meeting. 

Thomas  Pronger — Examined  by  Welsby. 

On  15th  August  I  was  appointed  by  my 
inspector  to  watch  Z/ocj/'^  ^  movements. 
About  five  o'clock  I  saw  him  come  from 
his  house  and  go  to  Constable's  shop,  dose 
by.  He  left,  and  a  boy  from  OonstahWs 
went  after  him  and  snoke  to  him.  The 
boy  knew  I  was  a  policeman.  I  was  in 
plain  clothes. 

Jemima  HecUh,  of  the  Temperance  Coffee 
Shop,  Great  Suffolk  Street,  Borough, 
spoke  to  Laey*s  comine  to  her  house  with 
three  other  men,  shoruy  before  the  police 
searched  her  house.  They  were  there  a 
quarter  or  half-an-hour. 

William  Thomas  spoke  to  seeing  Ixu^, 
about  half-past  eight  o'clock,  on  the  night 
of  the  15th,  go  into  the  "Lcnrd  Denman" 
beer  shop.  Borough.  Laoy  left  almost 
immediately  afterwards,  and  others  with 
him.    He  did  not  notice  where  they  went. 

John  Jenkinson-^Examiaed  by  WMyy, 

On  the  evening  of  16th  August,  about 
half-past  eight  o'clock,   I  was  in  plain 
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olofches  in  front  of  OariwrigMs  Coffee 
Shop.  I  bad  been  at  CbartiEt  meetings 
there,  and  knew  it  was  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  Cripplegate  locality  of  Chartists. 
I  K>and  abont  forty  people  in  front  of  the 
house,  mostly  Irish  labourers  and  the 
poorer  clasn  of  people.  About  midnight 
1  saw  Payne  coming  in  a  direction  from 
Oarkimghfs,  with  one  of  the  people  like 
Irish  labourers.  I  followed,  and  watched 
him  talking  to  a  number  of  them  for 
about  ten  minutes.  He  went  away  with 
two  others. 

Joseph  JJoy — ^Examined  by  Welaby, 

1  am*  on  the  Seven  Dials  beat.  On 
Wednesday  evening,  16th  August,  I  was 
on  my  beat,  and  saw  a  number  of  persons 
about  in  small  parties  in  unusual  num- 
bers. Most  of  them  were  strangers.  There 
were  about  twen^  at  first.  They  in- 
creased to  about  fifty  or  sixty.  It  was 
then  a  quarter  past  nine  o'clock.  I 
reported  to  Superintendent  Pearce,  and  an 
inspector  was  sent. 

Inspector  William  Bohert  Black — Ex- 
amined by  WeUhy. 

On  Wednesday,  16th  August,  I  went 
with  a  body  of  police  to  Seyen  Dials,  about 
half-past  nine  o'clock,  and  found  a  hun- 
dred or  a  hundred  and  fifty  people  of  the 
labouring  class.  I  knew  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  principal  part  were  strangers, 
standing  about  in  twos  and  threes ,  talking. 
I  dispersed  them. 

Cross-examined  by  Kenealy, 

Was  that  an  unusual  thing  in  that 
neighbourhood  P — ^Yes,  to  see  so  many 
struigers. 

H&nry  Jonet^  policeman,  spoke  to  finding 
a  basket  containing  about  200  ball-cart- 
ridges in  Clerkenwell  churchyard  on  Au- 
gust 17th.  Abont  180  were  finished,  and 
some  bad  ball  in  them  and  no  powder, 
about  half  a  pound  of  powder,  and  some 
percussion  caps. 

Thomae  Maddi$on — Examined  by  Clerh, 

I  am  a  labourer  at  Shouldham  Street, 
Bryanston  Squarei  next  door  to  Breadon's 
Coffee  Shop.  I  can  see  into  Breadon's  from 
my  room.  On  16th  August,  about  half-past 
seyen  o'clock,  I  was  at  my  window,  and 
■aw  ten  or  twelve  people  at  Brectdon*9  door. 
They  came  in  fours  and  fives,  and  in- 
creased to  eighty  or  a  hundred,  walking 
backwards  and  forwards.  I  saw  the  room 
crowded  with  people.  There  were  about 
forty.  I  saw  a  bright  instrument  forced 
up  above  their  heads.  I  could  only  see 
aoout  four  or  five  inches  of  metal,  as  a 
man's  shoulder  prevented  me.  It  was  a 
steel  blade.  I  went  to  the  Pol  ice  Office,  and 
gave  information. 


Cross-examined  by  Kenealy. 

Was  there  anything  unusual  in  seeing 
that  room  full  of  people  P  —I  had  never 
seen  it  so  full  before. 

John  Bavnhridge,  policeman,  confirmed 
the  last  witness,  and  Inspector  Evans 
spoke  to  searching  Mrs.  Heath's  Temper- 
ance Coffee  House  on  August  16th. 

Saturday,  September  23rd. 
WiUxam  BandaU — Examined  by  Bodhm, 

I  am  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Darby,  ^n 
artist  in  fireworks.  I  have  examined 
these  balls  (p^'oduced).  I  opened  one,  and 
found  it  to  contain  about  two  or  two 
and  a  half  ounces  of  gunpowder,  and  some 
old  nails.  This  attached  to  it  seems  to  be 
a  slow-match.  If  a  light  were  applied  to 
that  match,  it  would  be  some  time  before 
it  exploded.  If  it  exploded  in  a  crowd, 
probably  the  old  nails  would  wound  peo- 
ple's legs,  and  if  thrown  into  a  room  there 
would  be  a  great  smoke,  and  it  would 
probably  set  fire  to  the  room.  But  if 
thrown  into  an  open  place  it  would  be 
quite  harmless.  The  slow-match  enables 
a  person  to  hold  it  in  their  hand  to  light 
it,  and  then  throw  it  anywhere.  I  should 
say  this  match  would  probably  bum  half 
a  minnte.  The  outside  is  made  of  paper, 
with  a  sort  of  wax.  If  it  was  more  con- 
fined it  would  be  more  destructive. 

Nicholas  Pearoe  re-called  proved  the 
statement  made  by  the  prisoner  before 
Mr.  Henry  at  Bow  Street,  as  follows : — 

"  The  prisoner  says :  *  I  do  not  wish  to  stand 
here  as  an  English  factionist,  but  as  an  Irish 
Nationalist;  my  object  was,  not  to  disturb 
English  society,  but  to  free  my  own  country ;  I 
feel  very  well  my  position,  and  I  mean  to  abide 
by  the  consequences ;  I  carried  on  the  business 
of  portrait  painter  at  Nassau  Street,  Middlesex 
Hospital.*  '' 

S?ESCH  POB  THE  DePSNCS. 

IKenealy  complained  of  the  Attorney- 
OeneraVs  manner,  and  of  his  having 
called  the  prisoner  a  felon  before  he  was 
convicted,  which  he  compared  to  Coke*s 
calling  Baleigh  a  spider  of  hell !] 

Gentlemen  of  the  jurjr,  there  was  some-* 
thing  else,  some  allusion  to  the  Repeal 
Club.  The  Attorney- General,  with  the 
best  of  purposes,  no  doubt,  talked  of 
blushing,  because  a  gentleman  proposed  a 
motion  at  that  Repeal  Club,  relating  to 
Chartism  and  their  nonsense  about 
physical  force,  and  their  absurd  and 
ridiculous  demonstrations;  and  the  At* 
tomey-Chneral  had  the  indecency  to  say, 
that  he  blushed  for  his  profession  that 
such  a  motion  should  have  been  made. 
I  He  knew  that  he  spoke  in  this  solemn 
sanctuary  of  justice;  he  knew  that  he 
spoke  in  the  venerable  presence  of  my 
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lords  the  judges.  If  the  Attorney-General 
bad  said  elsewhere  than  in  that  presence 
that  he  blushed  for  my  conduct,  I  would 
have  chastised  the  Attomey^Qeneral  upon 
the  spot.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  upon 
the  subject  of  repeal 

Eble,  J. :  Would  you  allow  me  just  to 
make  this  remark.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
say  that  no  learned  counsel  ought  to  pro- 
fess an  intention  to  violate  the  law  in  the 
course  of  his  speech.  I  wish  just  to  say 
that  it  is  that  line  I  feel  I  am  bound  to 
keep,  and  not  to  allow  any  learned  counsel 
to  profess  an  intention  to  violate  the  law, 
or  to  exhort  others  to  do  so. 

Kenealy :  Grentlemen  of  the  jury,  the 
subject  of  rei)eal  was  put  forward  to  pre- 
judice your  minds.  The  Attorney' General 
forgot  that  at  his  side  there  sat  a  gentle- 
man who  presided  at  a  meeting  (I  mean 
3Cr.  Bodkin)^  and  took  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Ireland. 

Bodhm :  You  are  quite  mistaken. 

Attorney- General :  I  must  t*ay,  my  lord, 
that  there  is  the  same  foundation  for  the 
attack  upon  my  learned  friend,  Mr.  Bod- 
kin,  as  upon  me.  It  was  not  the  same 
gentleman. 

KenecUy :  I  am  sorry  that  I  committed 
a  mistake,  but  I  sincerely  apologize. 

Eble,  J. :  The  case  would  be  much 
better  conducted  if  the  observations  were 
founded  upon  the  evidence  that  we  have 
before  us. 

Attorney 'General:  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  state  that  on  behalf  of  my  learned 
friend,  Mr.  Bodkin,  The  learned  gentle- 
man may  go  on  as  he  pleases  about  me. 

KenecXy:  £This  Act  is  not,  as  the 
Attorney' General  has  suggested,  a  mild 
and  merciful  Act,  merely  depriving  the 
inrisoner  of  the  privilege  of  being  quartered 
and  disembowelled ;  it  is  one  of  the  most 
penal  ever  passed,  and  worthy  of  the  worst 
times  in  our  history]  English  liberties 
are  threatened.  Does  liberty  of  speech 
exist  in  England?  You  heard  these 
miserable  prosecutions  for  sedition ;  there 
were  many  foolish,  rash,  and  violent 
things  said,  but  a  true  Government  would 
not  have  administered  the  law  with  the 
severity  shown  by  the  Attorney- General 
and  his  party.  The  right  of  public  meet- 
ing and  of  the  petitioning  the  House  of 
Commons  is  taken  away  by  the  revival  of 
the  Act  of  Charles  2.(a) ;  and  the  pro- 
hibition and  dispersing  of  their  meetmgs 
by  the  police  have  driven  people  into  these 
secret  associations,  as  was  the  object 
of  the  Attorney-General,  The  whole  liber- 
ties of  England  are  at  stake  to-day.  The 
real  reason  of  the  increase  of  the  army 
and  nav^  estimates  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  is  because,  with  a  powerful  army 

(a)  18  Cha.  2.  c.     5. 


and    navy,   you  cannot  stir   against    the 
arbitrary  measures  of  the  Government. 

It  was  said  that  this  Act  was  in  reality 
high  treason  in  disguise,  and  it  is  tme. 
While  acts  of  this  kind,  such  as  are 
charged  against  the  prisoner,  were  high 
treason,  no  jury  would  convict.  Several 
attempts  were  made  upon  honest  and 
intrepid  juries  to  convict  men  of  offences 
such  as  the  prisoner  is  charged  with,  under 
the  name  of  ''high  treason."  I  shall 
name  to  you  some  of  those  as  I  go  on. 
Evidence  stronf^er  than  that  produced 
yesterday  was  given  on  those  trials. 

By  trying  the  prisoner  under  this  Act 
the  Crown  has  deprived  the  prisoner  of 
valuable  rights.  In  high  treason  he 
would  have  been  entitled  to  a  copy  of 
the  indictment,  and  a  list  of  the  wit- 
nesses and  jurors  ten  days  before  trial. 
Every  overt  act  must  have  been  stated  in 
the  indictment.  Two  counsel  would  have 
been  assigned  him,  one  of  whom  would 
have  been  able  to  sum  the  evidence ;  and 
in  addition,  the  prisoner  himself  in  trea- 
son is  allowed  to  address  the  ini*v,  that 
they  may  see  by  his  manner  whether  ho 
is  a  conspirator  or  a  true  man. (a)  The 
death  sentence,  too,  would  be  far  better 
than  banishment  for  life.  Further,  the 
Attorney- General  has  made  no  statement 
of  the  law  in  his  opening  speech.  He 
has  not  explained  what  is  meant  by  con- 
spiring to  levy  war.  I  admit  that  the 
Srisoner  has  been  highly  criminal  and 
ighly  foolish ;  I  admit  the  criminality  and 
absurdity  of  these  terrible  pikes,  and  the 
detestable  system  of  the  Charter,  carried 
into  practice  by  bludgeons  and  muskets. 
These  principles  are  ill^al  and  might 
be  punished  as  seditious,  but  though  the 
gentleman  at  the  bar  ought  to  be  punished 
&r  taking  part  in  them,  he  ought  not  to 
be  indictea  for  conspiring  to  levy  war. 
The  statute  of  Edtoard  8.  made  it  treason, 
if  a  man  do  levy  war  against  the  king  in 
his  realm.  That  statute  was  aimed  at  a 
real  levying  of  war,  such  as  the  wars  of 
the  Barons  against  John,  or  the  wars  of 
York  and  Lancaster,  not  against  a  trum- 
pery array  of  fish-kettles  and  swords. 

The  first  person  I  shall  quote  to  you  is 
Lord  Ooke,  He  was  Lord  Chuff  Justice 
of  England,  and  one  of  the  greatest  Lord 
Chief  Justices  England  ever  had.  While 
he  was  a  prosecutor  he  was  a  very  bad  and 
corrupt  man ;  but  when  he  attained  the 
object  of  his  ambition,  when  he  saw  that 
he  could  gain  no  farther  by  corrupt  sub- 
servience to  the  Crown,  ho  became  a  very 
honest  man.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all 
future  Attorney- Generals  will  imitate  that 
man,  because  Attomey-Generab,  though 
frequently  very  dishonest  and  very  bad 

(a)  See  above,  p.  276. 
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men  while  merely  Attorney-Generab,  may 
become  exceedingly  honest  and  upright 
when  fchey  reach  the  Bench.  I  beg  your 
attention  to  the  instances  that  Lord  Ccike 
cites,  he  says  nothing  at  all  that  can 
be  applied  to  such  a  trumpery  levying 
of  war  as  is  charged  in  the  present  indict- 
ment(a) — 

"  If  any  levy  war  to  expel  strangers,  to  de- 
liyer  men  oat  of  prisons,  to  remove  counsellors, 
or  against  any  Statute,  or  to  any  other  end,  pre- 
tendmg  reformation  of  their  own  heads,  without 
warrant ;  this  is  levying  war  against  the  King ; 
because  they  take  upon  them  Koyal  authority, 
which  is  against  the  King/' 

Have  these  miserable  Chartists  taken  up- 
on them  any  royal  authority  P  How  can 
you  say  they  have  P  Fancy,  Cuffey  taking 
royal  authority  upon  himself!  Fancy, 
those  other  unfortunate  tinkers  and  tailors 
taking  royal  authority  upon  themselves  ! 
Nothing  of  the  kind.  Mr.  Ouffey,  whose 
name  is  known  to  us  all,  has  never  as- 
sumed anv  roval  authority. 

£blb,  J. :  if  you  profess  to  speak  the 
truth  as  to  royal  authority.  Lord  Coke 
speaks  of  persons  assembling  together  to 
take  prisoners  out  of  priBon.  I  see  no 
reason  at  all  why  those  persons  should 
not  wish  to  assume  that  species  of  royal 
authority.  You  put  it  as  if  Lord  Cfoke 
intimated  royal  authority  such  as  Her 
Majesty  in  full  power  is  authorized  to 
exercise.  He  puts  different  examples  of 
that,  the  openmg  of  prisons  and  letting 
out  the  prisoners  there.  That  is  one  of 
the  examples  which  you  just  this  moment 
read  as  to  assuming  royaJ  authority.  But 
is  that  at  all  inconsistent  with  the  name 
of  the  person  you  have  introduced  and 
with  bis  being  desirous  of  breaking  open 
the  prisons  and  releasing  the  prisoners  P 

Kenealy:  No  such  act  is  charged,  my 
lord. 

Ebli,  J. :  What  is  there  inconsistent  in 
his  doing  that  P 

Keneafy :  Gentlemen,  I  wae  about  to 
say  that  none  of  these  parties  have  pro- 
fessed to  assume  any  royal  authority.  I 
am  still  ignorant  that  thev  have  done  so. 
Probably,  his  lordship  will  show  you  that 
they  have,  but  I  have  not  found  that  they 
have. 

**  There  is  a  diversity  between  levying  of  war 
and  committing  of  a  great  riot,  a  rout,  or  un- 
lawful assembly." 

Now,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  if  the  ques- 
tion were  put  to  me,  I  should  not  deny 
that  this  thing  with  which  the  present 
prisoners  are  charged  was  a  riot,  rout,  or 
unlawful  assembly.  Lord  Coke  makes  a 
distinction  between  **  levying  war,"  and 
these  riots,  routs,  or  assemblies,  and 
I  call  upon  you  likewise  to  make  a  dis- 

(a)  3  Inst.  9. 


tinction  between  levying  war  and  having 
a  riot,  rout,  or  unlawful  assembly — 

"  For  example,  as  if  three,  or  four,  or  more,  do 
rise  to  bum,  or  put  down  an  indosure  in  Dale, 
which  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Dale  hath  made 
there  in  that  particular  place,  this  or  the  like  is 
a 'riot,  rout,  or  an  unlawful  assembly,  and  no 
treason." 

Now,  if  he  had  put  in  *'no  felony,"  it 
would  have  been  perfectly  applicable  to 
the  present  case.  He  says,  **  if  three  or 
four,"  that  means  thirty  or  forty,  or  any 
number,  and  if  three  or  four,  or  thirty  rise 
in  London  to  pull  down  Seven  Dials,  that 
is  not  **  levying  of  war,"  that  is  a  riot, 
rout,  and  an  unlawful  assembly — 

"  But  if  they  had  risen  of  purpose  to  alter  re- 
ligion within  the  realm " 

Is  there  any  pretence  to  say  this  was 
contemplated  P 
"  or  laws." 

Is  there  any  pretence  to  say  that  those 
people  ever  once  said,  **  We  wish  to  alter 
any  particular  law,  or  we  wish  to  alter 
the  laws  of  England  P"  Something  was 
said  about  a  republic,  but  when  I  come  to 
comment  upon  FowelVs  evidence,  I  shall 
show  you  the  preat  improbability  that 
<  that  was  ever  said — 

I  "  or  to  go  from  town  to  town  generally,  and  to 
;  cast  down  indosures,  this  is  a  levying  of  war 
(though  there  be  no  great  number  of  the  con- 
spirators) within  the  purview  of  this  Statute, 
because  the  pretence  is  public  and  general  and 
not  private  in  particular.'* 

You  see  he  is  so  precise  and  determined 
that  there  shall  be  no  mistake  that  he 
^ves  an  instance  as  he  goes  along  of  what 
IS  a  riot,  rout,  and  unlawful  assembly,  and 
what  is  "levying  war."    Gentlemen,  he 

SDes  on  and  says,  that  during  the  life  of 
ueen  Elitahelh{a)-' 
**a  conspiracy  to  levy  war  was  high  treason, 
though  no  war  were  levied,  and  upon  that  law, 
Bradshaw,  Burton,  and  others  were  attainted  of 
high  treason,  for  conspiracy  only  to  levy  war. 
But  it  was  resolved  by  all  the  justices,  that  it 
was  no  treason  within  the  Statute  of  2iS  Edw.  8.  as 
hath  been  said.  The  words  in  this  law  are  (levie 
guerre)  an  actual  rebellion  or  insurrection  is  a 
levying  of  war  within  this  Act,  and  by  the  name 
of  levying  war  is  to  be  expressed  in  the  indict- 
ment. If  any  with  strength  and  weapons  inva- 
sive and  defensive,  doth  hold  and  defend  a 
castle  or  fort  against  the  King  and  his  power, 
this  is  levying  war  against  the  Eang  within  this 
Statute." 

You  see  that  the  instances  he  gives  are 
'  altogether  instances  of  the  most  violent 
and  general  kind,  such  as  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  king[s  castle,  such  as  tiSdng  pos* 
:  sesnon  of  the  king's  forts.  And  even  down 

(a)  18  Elix.  c.  1. 
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to  Wat8on*8(a)  case,  so  well  understood 
was  it  that  this  was  levying  war  that  they 
were  obliged  to  get  witnesses  that  WaUon 
and  ThUueiDOodaad  conspired  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  Tower,  becanse  they  knew 
that  without  patting  in  something  strong 
of  that  kind,  no  jury  would  hold  that  it 
was  **  levying  war,"  and  they  proved  over- 
tures made  to  the  sentinels  of  100  guineas 
to  deliyer  up  the  Tower.  Plans  of  the 
Tower  were  put  in,  and  although  they 
were  put  in,  the  jury  said,  "  We  do  not 
believe  this  to  be  levying  war,"  and  they 
acquitted  WcUson.  I  shall  show  you  how 
that  opinion  of  Lord  Coke's  is  subsequently 
corroborated  by  other  great  writers  and 
lawyers  who  have  thought  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  whose  opinion  is  as  binding 
upon  you  as  it  was  when  it  was  written. 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Hale  says  in  his  Pleas 
of  the  Crown(6) — 

"  For  the  first  of  these,  the  Act  saith  levg 
guerre;  what  shall  be  said  a  levjing  of  war,  is 
in  truth  a  question  of  fact  and  requires  manj 
circumstances  to  give  it  that  denominatiou,  which 
may  be  difficult  to  enumerate  or  to  defiue ;  and 
commonly  is  expressed  by  the  words  more 
guerrino  arraiati.  As  where  people  are  as- 
sembled in  great  numbers,  armed  with  weapons 
offeusive,  or  weapons  of  war,  if  they  march  thus 
armed  in  a  body,  if  they  have  chosen  com- 
manders or  officers,  if  they  march  cum  vexillis 
explicatU  or  with  drums  or  trumpets,  and  the 
like ;  whether  the  greatness  of  their  numbers 
and  their  eoutinuance  together  doing  these  acts 
may  not  amount  to  more  guerrino  arraiati — 
may  be  considerable." 

He  does  not  say  that  that  is  war,  he  does 
not  attempt  to  say  that,  he,  one  of  the 
shining  lignts  of  our  profession,  to  whom 
all  men  look  up  to  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible reyerence ;  he  does  not  say  that 
is  "levying  war";  he  cautiously  uses 
the  words  "  may  be  considerable  "—that 
is,  may  be  worthy  of  consideration.  A 
banner  was  produced  called  the  **  West- 
minster District,"  they  had  everything 
here  but  the  drums  and  trumpets.  That 
may  be  **  considerable "  and  worthy  of 
your  consideration  to-day.  I  hope  you 
will  solemnly,  seriously,  and  gravely  con- 
sider it,  and  not  consider  that  the  fact  of 
these  people  having  done  these  things,  is 
in  itself  sufficient  evidence  of  **  levying 
war,"  but  is  it  considerable  P  He  goes  on 
and  says — 

**  But  a  bare  conspiracy  or  consultations  of 
persons  to  levy  a  war,  and  to  provide  weapons 
for  that  purpose ;  this,  though  it  may  in  some 
cases  amount  to  an  overt  act  of  compassing  the 
King's  death,  yet  it  is  not  a  levymg  of  war 
witmn  this  clause  of  this  statute ;  and  therefore 
there  have  been  many  temporary  Acts  of  Par- 


<tf>  a»  St.  Tr.  1. 
(6)  1  Hale  P.  C.  1S8. 


Hament  to  make  such  a  conspiracy  to  levy  war 
treason  during  the  life  of  the  Prince  as  IS  Elis. 
c.  1.;  18  Car.  2.  c.  1." 

At  that  time  a  conspiracy  to  do  the 
thing  was  not  felony  or  treason,  but  now 
it  is — 

**  Again  the  actual  assembling  of  many  rioters 
in  great  numbers  to  do  unlawful  acts,  if  it  be  not 
modo  guerrino  or  in  specie  belli,  as  if  they  have 
no  military  arms,  nor  march  or  continue  to- 
gether in  the  posture  of  war,  may  make  a  great 
riot,  yet  doth  not  always  amount  to  a  levying 
of  war." 

You  see  they  all  insist  upon  the  dis- 
tinction between  riot  and  war.  He  goes 
on  (a) — 

**  If  divers  persons  levy  a  force  of  multi- 
tude of  men  to  pull  down  a  particular  indosure, 
this  is  not  a  levying  of  war  within  this  statute, 
but  a  great  riot." 

I  implore  you  to  bear  that  word  in  your 
mind.  You  will  find  it  of  very  great  im- 
portance when  you  come  to  consider  the 
evidence. 

"  But  if  they  levy  war  to  pull  down  all  indch- 
sures," 

I  beg  your  attention  to  that  word 
"all"— 

"  but  if  they  levy  war  to  pull  down  all  inclo- 
sures,,  or  to  expulse  strangers,  or  to  remove 
counsellors,  or  against  any  statute,  as,  namely, 
the  statute  of  Labourers,  or  for  enhancing 
salaries  and  wages,  this  is  a  levying  war  against 
the  King,  because  it  is  generally  against  the 
King's  laws." 

He  says  they  must  pull  down  •*  all "  in- 
closures.  That  does  not  mean  one  or  two, 
or  ten,  or  twenty,  it  means  all  inclosures, 
they  must  have  conspired  to  march  through 
the  country  and  pull  down  '*  all "  the  in- 
closures in  the  country.  They  may  pull 
down  every  house  in  Seven  Dials,  and 
everv  house  in  Olerkenwell,  but  that 
would  not  be  "levying  war"  under  the 
words  that  we  have  here.  He  says,  after 
citing  the  various  statutes (5) — 

"  Yet  this  use  may  be  made  of  those  statutes. 
(1.)  That  there  may  be  several  riots  of  a  great 
and  notorious  nature,  which  yet  amount  not  to 
high  treason.'' 

He  insists  that  all  these  attempts  at 
levying  war  must  be  general — 

"  (2.)  But  again  those  acts  and  attempts  pos- 
sibly might  not  be  general,  but  might  be  directed 
only  to  some  particular  instances,  as  for  the 
purpose,  not  to  pull  down  all  houses  or  mills, 
but  some  special  ones  which  they  thought 
offensive  to  them  ;  nor  to  abate  the  rents  of  all 
manors,  but  of  some  particular  manor,  whereof 
they  were  tenants ;  nor  to  make  a  general 
abatement  of  the  prices  of  victuals  or  com,  but 
in  some   particular  market,  or   within    some 


(a)  1  Hale  P.C.  188. 
(6)  lb.  184. 
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precinct ;  and  so  crossetb  not  the  general  leam- 
mg  before  given  of  oonstmetive  treason. 

"  (3.)  It  seems  by  that  Aet  also,  they  did  not 
take  the  bare  assembly  to  that  intent  to  be  a 
sufficient  overt  act  of  levying  of  war;  that  was 
bat  an  attempt,  and  putting  in  ure,  unless 
they  had  actually  begun  the  execution  of  that 
intention,  going  about,  practising  or  putting 
in  ure ;  for  this  Act  puts  a  difference  between 
the  same  and  the  doing  thereof." 

Gentlemen,  Lord  Hale  was  so  deter- 
mined that  he  shoold  be  fally  understood 
npon  this  mstter  that  after  having  laid 
down  his  general  sentiments  and  those 
general  principles  that  related  to  levying 
war,  he  gives  instances  that  bear  out  the 
truth  of  what  he  said.    He  says — 

*'  It  appears  by  Walsingham  sub  anno  1403, 
a  great  rebeUion  was  raised  against  Henry  4. 
by  Henry  Percy,  sod  of  the  Earl  of  Northum- 
berland, and  others ;  the  Earl  gathered  a  great 
force,  and  actually  took  part  with  neither,  but 
marched  with  his  force,  as  some  thought 
towards  his  son,  and  as  others  thought^  to- 
wards the  King,  pro  redintegrando  pacts 
negotio ;  he  was  <  hindered  in  his  march  by  the 
Earl  of  Westmoreland  and  returned  to  his  houee 
at  Werk  worth  ;  the  King  had  the  victory ;  the 
liarl  petitioned  the  King,  the  whole  fact  was 
examined  in  Parliament,  Rot.  Pari,  5  Hen.  4. 
12.  The  King  demanded  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges  and  his  counsel  touching  it ;  the  Lords 
protest  the  judgment  belongs  in  this  case  to 
them ;  the  Lords  by  the  Ki^s  command  take 
the  business  into  examination,  and  upon  view  of 
the  statute  of  25  £dw.  8.  and  the  statute  of 
liveries  adjtigerent,  qe  ceo,  qe  fvit  fait  par  le 
coutUe,  nest  pas  treason,  ne  felony,  mes  trespass 
ttmtsolement,pur  quel  trespass  le  ait  counte  deust 
fairs  fine  and  ransom  a  volunte  du  roy.  It 
appears  " — 

says  Lord  HoZe— 

**  not  what  the  reason  of  that  judgment  was, 
whether  they  thought  it  only  a  compassing  to 
levy  war,  and  no  war  actually  levied  by  him, 
beoMise  not  actually  joined  with  his  son ;  or 
whether  they  thought  his  intention  was  only  to 
come  to  the  King  to  mediate  peace,  and  not  to 
levy  a  war,  nor  to  do .  him  any  bodily  harm ; 
that  it  was  indeed  an  offence  in  him  to  raise  an 
army  without  the  King's  commission,  but  not 
an  offence  of  high  treason,  because  it  did  not 
appear  that  he  raised  arms  to  oppose  the  King, 
but  possibly  to  assist  him ;  but,  whatever  was 
the  reason  of  it,  it  was  a  very  mild  and  gentle 
judgment,  for  the  Earl  was  doubtful  of  a  more 
severe  judgment :  nota^  he  returns  thanks  to  the 
Lords  and  Commons  de  lour  hone  ^t  entyre 
coers  a  Ivi  monstre^  and  thanks  this  King  for 
his  grace." 

Now,  gentlemen,  there  is  an  instance, 
if  ever  there  was  an  instance,  of  a  great 
riot  pn^ed  to  the  very  extremity  of  levy- 
ing war*  Here  is  the  Karl  of  North/um- 
h&rland  at  the  head  of  a  great  military 
force  marching  all  over  the  country.  His 
son  Hotspur  was  in  rebellion  against  the 
King,  his  forces  and  the  King's  forces 


were  actually  fighting.  The  Earl  of 
Northumberland  takes  up  arms  and 
marches  at  the  head  of  a  large  army 
through  the  country.  He  is  stopped  by 
the  Earl  of  Westmoreloflfhd,  Did  there  ever 
appear  to  be  a  case  more  like  levying  war 
against  the  King  P  Can  any  human  being 
doubt  the  object  of  the  Earl  of  Northum- 
berland, that  he  wanted  to  assist  his  son 
against  the  Crown?  The  common  feel- 
ings of  a  father  would  bid  him  to  do  so.' 
And  yet,  because  he  had  not  actually  come 
in  contact  with  the  King's  troops,  l)ecau8e 
he  had  not  done  any  overt  act  which 
manifested  his  hostile  intention,  the  jury 
of  that  time,  a  jury  of  his  Peers,  found 
that  was  only  a  riot,  a  tumult,  and  not  a 
levying  of  war. 

Genuemcn,  I  shall  continue  to  read 
some  more  from  this  great  man,  because 
as  he  was  one  of  the  greatest  lawyers  that 
ever  lived,  he  was  also  what  some  very 
great  lawyers  are  not,  a  great  friend  to 
liberties  of  the  English  people.  He  knew 
that,  without  tte  support  of  those  liberties, 
the  glory  and  the  greatness  of  this  coun- 
try would  vanish  for  ever,  and  all  our 
commerce  and  all  oxir  power  would  vanish 
away  at  once  with  our  liberties.  The 
reason  why  the  English  people  possess 
the  great  power  that  they  have,  is  because 
of  their  liberties ;  and  if  there  continued 
for  any  number  of  years  the  arbitrary 
government  such  as  it  seems  it  is  intended 
to  transform  this  great  country  into,  we 
should  become  nothing  better  than  a  third 
or  fourth-rate  country.  I  am  particulaar 
in  citing  the  words  of  this  great  man,  and 
calling  your  special  attention  to  them, 
and  if  you  don't  believe  these  men  have 
attempted  to  levy  war  you  are  bound  to 
find  them  not  guilty.    He  says  (a) — 

**  An  actual  levying  of  war  therefore  against 
the  King  to  make  a  treason,  for  which  the 
offender  may  be  indicted  upon  this  clause  of 
the  Statute  for  levying  war  against  the  King, 
consists  of  two  principal  parts  or  ingredients, 
vi«.,  (1.)  it  must  be  a  levying  of  war ;  (2.)  it 
must  be  a  levying  war  against  the  King. 
What  shall  be  said  a  levying  of  war  is  partly  a 
question  of  fact,  for  it  is  not  every  unlawful  or 
riotous  assembly  of  many  persons  to  do  an  un- 
lawful act,  though  de  facto  they  commit  the  act 
they  intend,  that  makes  a  levying  of  war,  for 
then  every  riot  would  be  treason,  and  all  the 
Acts  against  riotous  and  unlawful  assemblies 
had  been  vain  and  needless. '^ 

I  call  your  particular  attention  to  this, 
I  hope  you  will  take  notes  of  this,  because 
this  is  as  strong  evidence  as  anything  that 
has  been  sworn  to  you,  and  you  are  as 
much  bound 

Eblb,  J.:  It  is  my  province  to  lay 
down  the  law.    Every  lawyer  knows  tht^t 

(a)  1  Hale  P.C.  149. 
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the  law  is  the  reBult  of  a  great  deal  of 
learning,  and  small  isolated  passages  are 
extremely  likely  to  mislead. 

KeneaCy :  I  am  not  citing  nnfairly,  my 
lord. 

Srlb,  J. :  Do  not  go  ftirther  in  telling 
the  gentlemen  of  the  jnry  that  the  passages 
yon  read  are  to  be  taken  down  by  tnem  and 
weighed  by  them  the  same  as  evidence 
sworn  npon  oath.  I  don't  stop  yon  from 
reading  the  law  at  yonr  own  responsibility. 

Kenealy:  Probably,  my*  lord,  the  jury 
are  to  pay  no  attention  to  me. 

Erle,  J. :  I  have  stated  what  I  mean. 

Keneidy : 

"  Bat  it  most  be  srcb  an  assembly  as  cames 
with  it  speciem  belli,  as  if  they  ride  or  march 
vexiUis  explicatis,  or  if  they  be  formed  into  com- 
panies, or  famished  with  military  officers,  or  if 
they  are  armed  with  military  weapons  as  swords, 
gans,  bills,  halberds,  pikes,  and  are  so  circam- 
stanced  that  it  may  be  reasonably  concluded 
they  are  in  a  posture  of  war,  which  circum- 
stances are  so  various  that  it  is  hard  to  define 
them  all  particularly. 

"Only  the  general  expression  in  all  the 
indictments  of  this  nature  that  I  have  seen, 
are  more  guerrino  arraiaii  $  and  sometimes 
other  particulars  are  added  as  the  fact  will 
bear,  as  cum  vexUlis  explicatis  cum  armis  de- 
fetmvU  et  offeiisiviSf  cum  tympanis  et  tubie ;  bat 
although  it  be  a  question  of  f&ct,  whether  war 
be  levied  or  conspired  to  be  levied,  which 
depends  upon  evidence,  yet  some  overt  act  must 
be  shown  in  the  indictment,  upon  which  the 
Court  may  judge." 

Gentlemen,  yon  have  seen  that  he 
says— 

"famished  with  military  officers  and  formed 
into  companies." 

And  he  says — 

<*if  they  are    armed  with    military  weapons, 

iwords,  and  guns,  and  bills." 

Even  then  it  is  hard  to  determine  that  it 
is  levying  war. 

The  persons  who  got  up  the  case  against 
Hardy  (a)  were  able  to  produce  certain 
rules  of  a  society,  of  which  I  will  read 
you  three^ 

Eble,  J. :  I  will  jast  state  as  to  evidence 
given  on  a  former  trial  that  partial  ex- 
tracts from  that,  and  a  comparison  of  the 
verdict  founded  thereupon,  is  not  a  legal 
mode  of  reasoning  in  respect  of  the  ver- 
dict to  be  given  in  the  present  case.  This 
verdict  is  to  depend  upon  the  evidence 
before  the  jury. 

Kenealy :  I  know  it  is,  my  lord,  but  in 
all  the  great  cases  of  high  treason  the 
verdicts  of  preceding  juries  and  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  those  verdicts  were 
canvassed  by  the  counsel  for  the  prisoner. 

Erlb,  J. :  A  learned  counsel  is  not  at 
liberty  to  state  parts  of  the  evidence  that 

(a)  84  St.  Tr.  199. 


he  says  was  proved  on  a  former  trial.  It 
may  often  happen  that  evidence  was  given 
to  counteract  the  effect  of  it,  and  is  it  to 
be  left  to  the  opposite  side  to  bring  that 
forward,  or  is  the  Judge  to  state  it? 
I  do  not  say  that  you  are  endeavouring  to 
pervert  the  facts,  but  there  are  counsel 
who  may  do  that,  and  if  it  is  permitted  to 
you,  it  must  be  permitted  to  all. 

Kenealy:  Can  I  not  mention  it  as  a 
matter  of  history,  my  lord? 

Eble,  J. :  Partial  extracts  f^om  the 
evidence  in  a  specific  case  cannot  bo 
matter  of  history.  You  have  quoted  some 
very  high  sentiments  from  very  eminent 
men.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  history  to 
c[uote  partial  extracts  from  the  evidence 
in  a  case,  and  say  that  the  verdict  is  con- 
trary to  that  evidence,  and  ask  the  jury 
therefore  to  draw  a  different  conclusion 
from  the  evidence  before  them. 

Kenealy:  That  has  been  done  before 
by  very  eminent  lawyers,  and  before  very 
eminent  judges. 

Erle,  J. :  I  think  that  reading  parts  of 
evidence  given  in  a  former  case  is  not  a 
le^al  course. 

Kenealy:  Does  your  lordship  go  the 
length  of  stating  that  I  am  not  to  state  it 
as  matter  of  history  P 

Erle,  J. :  Not  to  state  that  a  particular 
piece  of  evidence  was  proved  in  a  given 
trial.  When  you  propose  to  read  a  p«rt 
of  the  evidence  as  proved  on  that  former 
trial,  as  to  that,  I  state  that  in  my  opinion 
you  go  beyond  your  proper  province.  Any 
statement  of  law  you  choose  to  contend 
for,  I  give  you  free  latitude  to  state,  sub- 
ject to  correction.  You  are  bound  to  state 
it  subject  to  the  judge ;  the  jury  are  to 
take  the  law  from  me  and  not  from  yon, 

Kenealy :  1  do  not  admit,  my  lord,  the 
dictum  that  the  jury  are  to  take  the  law 
entirely  from  the  judge.  I  believe  they 
are  entitled  to  judge  lK>th  of  the  law  and 
the  facts.    Lord  Hale  goes  on  to  say  (a) — 

"  Whether  the  bare  assembling  of  an  enor- 
mous multitude  for  doing  of  these  unlawful  acta 
without  any  weapons  or  being  moi-e  guerrino 
arraiati,  especially  in  case  of  interpretative  or 
constructive  levying  of  war,  be  a  sufficient  overt 
act  to  make  a  levying  of  war  within  this  Act " — 

This  is  merely  constructive  felony,  just 
as  the  cases  of  Home  Tooke{h)  and  Hardy  (o) 
were  attempted  to  be  made  constructive 
treasons. 

**  especially  if  they  commit  some  of  these  acts 
themselves,  is  very  considerable,  and  seems  to  be 
doubtful :  (1.)  because  I  have  not  known  any 
sueh  case  ruled;  (S.)  because  the  Acts  of 
8  &  4  Edw.  6.  c.  5.  and  1  Mary  o.  12.  (which 
must  be  intended  of  such  unarmed  assemblies) 

(a)  1  Hale  P.  C.  150* 
(&)  25  8t  Tr.  I. 
(c)  24  St.  Tr.  19gr. 
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makes  it  in  some  cases  felony,  in  some  cases 
only  misdemeanoar ;  (8.)  beoaose  it  is  verj 
difficult  to  determine  what  that  number  must  be 
that  mast  make  treason,  and  less  than  which 
most  be  only  a  riot ;  this,  therefore,  should  be 
well  considered,  and  the  direction  of  the  statute 
of  25  Edw.  8.  to  expect  the  declaration  of  Parlia> 
ment  in  like  cases  is  a  safe  direction,  and  so 
much  the  rather,  because  the  statutes  of  Edw.  6. 
and  Mary  seem  to  look  the  other  way  j  to  which 
may  be  added  the  great  riots  committed  by  the 
foresters  and  Welsh  upon  the  dnijgmen  of 
Se?em,  hewing  all  their  boats  to  pieces  and 
drowning  the  bargemen  in  a  warlike  posture. 
Kot.  Pari.  8  Hen.  6.  n.  80-45 ;  9  Hen.  6.  n.  87., 
upon  which  the  Statute  of  9  Hen.  p.  c.  5. 
was  made.  I  forbear,  therefore,  any  opinion 
herein." 

Gentlemen,  you  see  that  Lord  ffale  and 
Lord  Gohe  both  agree  in  making  a  dis- 
tinction between  levying  war  and  riots, 
routs,  tumalts,  and  unlawful  assemblies. 
1  do  not  maintain  that  in  point  of  law  the 
acts  for  which  these  parties  stand  charged 
was  not  a  riot,  ront,  or  an  unlawful  as- 
sembly. I  maintain  that  they  did  not 
levy  war  against  the  Queen,  and  that 
they  did  not  conspire  to  levy  war  against 
the  Queen. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  was  about  to 
read  from  Sir  Michael  Foster  his  opinions 
upon  *•  levying  of  war,"  but  1  feel  that  it 
would  Occupy  too  much  time,  and  I  shall 
leave  the  matter  there  with  Lord  Coke  and 
Lord  Hale,  and  I  shall  come  down  to  Lord 
Cnief  Justice  Tindal  -  that  great  man 
and  illusti'ions  judge,  whose  name  will  go 
down  with  the  judges  of  the  best  and 
noblest  of  former  times,  whose  name  fur- 
nishes a  veiy  great  contrast  indeed  to  that 
of  other  judges.  I  will  read  what  he  says 
on  the  trial  of  John  Frost  for  high  trea- 
Bon,(a)  and  he  uses  nearly  exactly  the  same 
words  as  the  old  writers  did  about  **  all " 
and  **  general  "— 

*'It  has  then  been  laid  down  by  undoubted 
authority,  that  if  a  lar^e  number  of  persons 
assembled  together,  whether  armed  with  military 
weapons  or  not,  endeavour,  by  dint  of  numbers  or 
superior  strength,  to  effect  any  object  or  matter, 
purely  of  a  private  nature,  as  for  example,  to 
promote  some  private  quarrel,  or  to  take  revenge 
for  some  private  injury,  to  destroy  some  par- 
ticular inclosure,  or  to  remove  some  particular 
nuisance,  or  generally  to  accomplish  some  end 
in  which  the  particular  parties  assembled  together 
had,  or  supposed  they  had,  any  private  interest, 
such  acts  of  violence  and  aggression,  however 
the  authors  of  them  may  be  punishable  as  for  a 
misdemeanor,  do  not  amount  to  a  levying  of 
war  within  the  statute  of  Edw.  3.  But  every 
insurrection  which,  in  judgment  of  law,  is  intend- 
ed agamst  the  person  of  the  Kinf ,  whether  to 
dethrone  or  imprison  him,  or  to  oblige  him  to 
alter  his  measures  or  government,  or  to  remove 

(fl)  4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  92. 


evil  counsellors  from  about  him,  all  such  risings 
amount  to  a  levying  of  war  within  the  statute.*^ 

Now  attend,  if  you  please. 

"  So  *  insurrections  to  throw  down  all  enclo- 
sureF" — 

you  see  it  must  be  "  all  " — 

**  to  alter  the  established  law,  to  change  religion* 

to  enhance  the  price  of  all  labour  *' — 

it  is  not 

"  some  labour," 

it  is 

"  all  labour,"  *'  or  to  open  all  prisons," 

it  must  be 

"  all  prisons," 

a  conspiracy  to  break  open  Newgate 
would  not  be  **  levying  war  **— 

"  all  rising  in  order  to  effect  these  innovations 
of  a  public  and  general  concern  bf  an  armed 
force  are  in  construction  of  law  high  treason, 
within  the  clause  of  levying  war ;  for  though  not 
levelled  at  the  person  of  the  King,  they  are 
against  his  royal  majesty ;  and,  besides,  they  have 
a  direct  tendency  to  dissolve  all  the  bonds  of  so- 
ciety,  and  to  destroy  all  property  and  al!  govern- 
ment, too,  by  numbers  and  an  armed  force. 
Insurrections,  likewise,  for  redressing  national 
grievances,  or  for  the  reformation  of  real  or 
ima^nary  evils  of  a  pablic  nature,  and  in  which 
the  insurgents  have  no  special  interest ;  risings 
to  effect  these  ends  by  force  and  numbers,  are, 
by  construction  of  law,  within  the  clause  of 
levying  war,  for  they  are  levelled  at  the  King's 
Crown  and  royal  dignity.*(«)  And  accordingly  it 
was  held,  in  the  time  of  Queen  Anne,(6)  that  a 
large  body  of  men  tumultuously  rising  or 
assembled  together,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
pulling  down  all  the  meeting  houses  of  Pro- 
testant dissenters  " — 

He  again  uses  the  word  "air*— 

"  and  proceeding  to  pull  down  several  until  pre- 
vented by  force,  brought  the  parties  who  were 
guilty  of  that  act  wiihin  the  branch  of  the  statute 
of  levying  war  against  the  Queen.  And  in  a  more 
recent  case  (c)  where  a  riotous  multitude,  headed 
by  Lord  George  Gordon,  and  acting  in  concert 
with  the  declared  design  of  pulling  down  or 
destroying  ail  chapels  belonging  to  those  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  persuasion,  proceeded  to  put 
that  design  in  force,  there  was  no  doubt  but 
that  the  fects,  if  proved  against  the  parties 
accused,  would  have  amounted  to  the  offence  of 
high  treason  in  levying  war  against  the  King." 

Blaekstone  uses  nearly  the  same 
words  (i) — 

"  To  resist  the  king's  forces  by  defending  a 
castle  against  them,  is  a  levy  ing  of  war ;  and  so 
is  an  insurrection  with  an  avowed  design  to  pull 
down  all  inolosures,  all  brothels,  and  the  like  * 
the  universality  of   the  design,  making  it  a 

(a)  Fo3t.  Cr.  L.  210. 
(6)  l5St.  Tr.  522. 
(c)  21  St.  Tr.  485. 
(ji)  4  Bla.  Com.  83. 
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rebellion  against  the  state,  an  osnrpation  of  the 
powers  of  goyerament,  and  an  insolent  invasion 
of  the  King's  authority." 

If  this  appears  to  be  clearly  established, 
that  the  object  of  parties  conspiring  to  levy 
war  must  by  the  law  be  general,  and  must 
be  directed  against  all  property,  all  meet- 
inghoQses,  all  chapels,  and  all  those  places 
such  as  I  have  described,  yon  cannot,  1 
tell  you,  find  that  the  charge  here  is  levy- 
ing war  within  the  statute.  You  see  that 
all  the  writers  nse  the  word  ''all."  Sir 
Michael  Foster  uses  the  same  word  **  all** ; 
and  how  can  yon  upon  your  oaths  swear 
from  the  evidence  of  that  taint.ed  wretch 
Powellf  and  the  rest,  how  can  you  swear 
that  you  believe  that  the  object  of  those 
thirty  fools  was  to  pull  down  all  the  meet- 
ing-housea  in  London,  and  all  the  chapels 
and  other  places  in  this  kingdom.  That  is 
the  true  question  you  will  nove  to  decide 
if  you  have  not  already  made  up  your 
minds  upon  it.  I  say  it  with  the  most 
perfect  confidence  upon  those  principles 
of  law  that  I  have  cited,  that  this  is  not 
**  levying  war  "  within  the  Statute,  though 
it  comes  within  the  other  description  of 
being  a  riot,  rout,  or  an  unlawful  as- 
sembly. 

The  real  reason  why  they  used  the 
words  ** levying  war"  in  ancient  times 
was  because  the  usurpation  of  a  standing 
army  was  then  unknown,  and  therefore  it 
was  necessary  to  be  very  strict  in  guarding 
the  person  of  the  sovereign. 

{Counsel  proceeded  to  comment  on  the 
evidence,  and  complained  that  the  AUoT' 
ney- General* 8  referencee  to  the  homes  and 
property  of  the  jurors  were  out  of  place. 
The  only  question  was  the  levying  of  war.l 

I  can  well  understand  with  what  con* 
tempt,  and  scorn,  and  horror  you  look 
upon  Chartist  principles  or  practice. 
Tney  seem  to  me  to  be  madmen.  I 
never  heard  of  such  a  wild  set  of  mis- 
creants  as  I  know  them  to  be  now  in 
my  life.  That  these  men  had  designs 
destructive  to  themselves  and  the  peace 
of  the  country  cannot  be  denied,  and 
let  them  be  punished  in  a  legal  man- 
ner, not  by  constructive  felony.  They 
had  no  design  to  levy  war  against  the 
Queen.  Here  are  thirty-one  men — ^what 
could  they  gain  by  levjdng  war  P  There  was 
something  said  about  their  establishing 
a  republic— thirty-one  ignorant  men — not 
a  single  man  of  education  or  enlightenment 
amongst  them  all — thirty  ienorant  poor 
fools— the  very  idea  is  absurd.  If  twelve 
honest  and  intelligent  men  can  believe 
that,  they  must  have  the  most  credulous 
imaginations  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  men 
having. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  in  the  same  way 
the  Attomey''OeneTal  told  you  of  those 
men  endeaTOoring    to  harass  the  well- 


disposed  people  of  the  metropolis.  You 
are  not  to  tiy  whether  their  object  was 
to  harass  you  or  not,  but  whether  their 

I  object  was  to  levy  war  against  the  Queen. 

\  A  very  great  and  important  object  it  was. 
They  had  a  parcel  of  old  rusty  pikes,  an 
old  banner,  and  things  of  that  sort,  and 
something  less  than  20?.  in  their  till,  and 
yet  they  were  to  levy  war  against  the 
great  and  powerful  Queen  of  England. 
Why,  it  is  an  absurdity.  When  a  party 
of  men  conspire  to  levy  war,  as  the  people 
did  in  France  when  those  people  conspired 
to  levy  war,  they  assembled  in  hundreds 
and  thousands ;  they  were  all  armed,  well 
eouipped  and  prepared,  and  they  attempt- 
ed to  levy  war  against  the  republic.  Bnt 
that  thirty  ignorant  men  of  this  kind,  with 
pikes,  guns,  and  fusees,  ever  really  meant 
to  levy  war  against  the  Queen  is  very 
incredible.  That  they  intended  to  levy 
war  against  the  police  is  very  likely  at 
Bonner's  Fields.  We  know  that  some 
of  their  heads  were  ,broken  by  the  police 
truncheons,  and  if  they  attempted  to  beat 
some  of  the  police,  that  would  not  be 
levying  war.  If  they  attempted  to  kill 
all  the  policemen,  that  would  be  levy- 
ing war.  If  they  did  attempt  to  kill  thirty, 
that  would  not  be  levying  war  against  IJie 
Queen. 

Gentlemen,  the  Attorney-General  told 
us  also  about  the  *'  Plotting  Committee." 
He  picked  that  word  up  from  Mr.  FaioelL 
I  cross-examined  him  as  to  the  **  Plotting 
Committee,"  and  it  appears  that  there 
was  no  such  thine  as  a  "Plotting  Com- 
mittee" ever  established.  The  evidence 
of  Fowell  I  shall  not  comment  upon  at 
any  great  length.  You  all  saw  the  de- 
meanour of  that  man,  and  if  you  think,  he 
is  a  man  upon  whom  you  can  safely  i*ely, 
I  shall  be  very  much  surprised.  Now 
what  is  this  Potoell  ?  I  could  not  trace  his 
history ;  1  know  nothing  at  all  about  him ; 
I  was  obliged  to  get  as  much  from  him  as 
I  could.  I  was  very  slightly  instructed 
in  the  case.  He  was  a  man  who  attended 
at  sonae  Chartist  meetings  last  April ;  until 
that  time  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
After  having  been  at  Kennington  Com- 
mon, where  he  saw  that  the  Chartists  were 
under  all  circumstances  to  be  put  down, 
he  thought  he  might  make  an  exceedingly 
good  thing  of  it  by  going  in  amongst  them, 
by  urging  them  on,  in  order  to  betray 
them  to  the  Government,  and  to  be  paid 
for  his  betrayal.  He  made  no  secret  to 
me  that  that  was  his  intention.  He  told  me 
almost  at  the  outset  that  he  went  amongst 
those  people  to  betray  them  afterwards. 

,  When  I  pressed  him  upon  that,  opon  the 

j  hideousness,  and  treachery,  and  abomin- 
able nature  of  such  a  design,  he  attempted 

j  to  back  out  of  it.  He  said  that  he  went 
amongst   them    for    the    service   of   his 
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ootmtry.  I  hope  the  country  will  never 
have  BerrantB  of  that  kind.  It  is  always 
an  evidence  of  a  bad  Government  to  have 
servants  of  that  kind.  **  By  their  fruits 
you  shall  know  them."  If  the  Govern- 
ment produces  spies,  if  the  Government 
produces  insurrection,  if  the  Government 
renders  it  necessary  to  arm  the  police  with 
cutlasses,  if  the  Government  sends  fellows 
of  that  kind  among  a  parcel  of  ignorant 
people  to  persuade  them  to  get  fusees  and 
pikes,  can  that  be  a  good  or  honest  Govern- 
ment ?  Powell  is  the  fruit  of  the  present 
Government.  He  was  never  known  as  a 
Chartist.  He  freely  admitted  they  were  a 
parcel  of  fools.  It  shows  they  were  a  parcel 
of  fools  when  they  were  duped  into  the 
notion  of  letting  that  fellow  into  their 
counsels,  and  yet  those  are  the  fellows 
who  are  to  be  charged  with  levying  war. 
And  if  they  ever  uiought  of  it,  it  is  in 
Bedlam  that  they  ought  to  be,  and  not 
here.  In  Henry  the  Eighth's  time,  there 
was  a  law  hj  which  lunatics  might  be 
hanged,  and  it  was  looked  upon  as  a  very 
bad  law.  I  think  Powell  nad  been  a 
member  of  the  Charti«t  body  for  a  very 
short  time  when  he  went  to  this  committee. 
Now  before  he  went  to  the  Committee  he 
was  in  communication  with  the  police,  who 
told  him  to  go  to  the  Committee.  Surely 
the  inference  is  plain  why  he  became  a 
Chartist.  He  goes  to  the  police ;  from  the 
police  he  goes  to  the  Committee.  We 
have  not  that  in  evidence  because  he 
would  not  admit  it ;  ho  attempted  to  pre- 
varicate, he  attempted  to  shuflSe,  he  would 
scarcely  give  me  a  plain  answer.  When 
he  was  examined  by  the  cotinsel  for  the 
Crown,  he  spoke  out  everything ;  no  ap- 
pearance of  forgetfulness ;  all  came  glibly 
irom  his  tongue.  When  I  cross-examined 
him  he  could  not  recollect  anything ;  what 
he  did  recollect  was  very  slight.  He  said, 
**  I  hardly  understood  you."  He  had  his 
eye  constantJy  upon  this  side  (pointing  to 
where  the  Atiomey- General  sat),  where 
there  seemed  to  be  some  sort  of  powerful 
attraction.  He  would  not  look  at  you, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  tell  him  to  look  at 
the  jury  in  order  that  they  might  see  the 
emotions  passing  in  his  mind.  No,  he 
would  not  look  at  you,  but  he  looked 
round  here,  not  for  encouragement  I  am 
sure,  because  the  Crown  lawyers  are  in- 
capable of  giving  encouragement  to  mis- 
creants of  that  kind.  But  the  police  did 
give  him  encouragement.  He  went  to 
the  Committee,  he  was  a  stranger,  and  yet 
he  will  endeavour  to  persuade  you  that 
this  stranger  was  admitted  upon  the  Com- 
mittee, and  was  admitted  into  their  most 
secret  counsels.  How  did  that  happen  P 
He  tells  you  a  rigmarole  story  impossible 
to  believe,  that  he  was  sitting  at  a  meeting, 
that  a  stranger  to  him,  who  knew  nothing 


about  him,  introduced  him  to  that  com* 
mittee.  How  did  the  man  find  out  that 
his  name  was  Johnson,  or  anything  about 
him  P  They  were  strangers,  he  does  not 
know  his  name.  What  does  he  say  P  He 
describes  him  as  a  resolute  man.  How 
did  he  know  that  P  What  is  the  meaning 
of  **  resolute  man  "  P  No  doubt "  resolute  " 
meant  in  the  meaning  of  this  fellow  who 
introduced  him  a  man  who  would  fight 
and  stab  and  kill  policemen.  If  it  was, 
Powell  must  have  made  an  impression 
upon  this  man's  mind  that  he  was  a  man 
of  that  character.  This  man  introduces 
him  to  the  Committeo  as  a  resolute  man, 
and  he  is  admitted.  From  the  Committee 
he  becomes  a  delegate.  He  would  have 
you  believe  that  he  was  in  constant  com- 
munication with  the  police,  from  the 
police  to  the  Committee,  and  vice  verad 
from  the  delegates  to  the  police,  and  from 
the  police  to  the  delegates.  Wliat  would 
have  been  the  conduct  of  honest  men 
when  they  discovered  this  conspiracy  was 
hatching?  I  remember  Lord  Dmman 
said  (and  that  is  a  truly  honest  and  illus- 
trious man)  that  the  duty  of  a  policeman 
was  to  repress  and  not  to  encoarage  crime, 
that  the  duty  of  a  magistrate  was  to  crush 
crime  in  the  outset,  and  not  permit  it  to 
go  on  for  the  purpose  of  its  becoming 
greater.  Would  it  not  have  been  the 
true,  and  honest,  and  proper,  and 
beneficial  course  of  a  beneficial  Govern- 
ment, when  these  30  unfortunates  or  what- 
ever they  were  were  conspiring  for  this 
unfortunate  tumult,  when  getting  together 
their  fusees,  and  when  talking  of  this 
nonsense,  to  crush  it  in  the  bud?  What 
was  done  ?  These  men  were  encouraged 
to  go  on  from  small  to  great,  from  great 
to  greater,  until  at  last  they  are  taken. 
It  would  have  been  a  different  case  entirely 
if  this  conspiracy  for  tumult  or  riot  were 
hatched  in  secret,  and  if  at  the  last  mo- 
ment some  one  man  turned  traitor  to  it, 
and  came  forward  and  gave  information. 
The  Government  would  then  be  justified 
in  exerting  all  their  power  to  punish  the 
men.  But  here  is  a  Government  aware  of 
every  single  step  taken.  Not  a  single 
resolution  is  taken  at  one  of  these  com- 
mittees, or  at  one  of  the  delegate  meetings 
that  the  Government  do  not  know  of. 

Now,  I  call  your  attention  to  the  meet- 
ing of  the  23rd  of  July,  where  Powell  had 
no  right  to  be.  Powell  tells  you  that  PoAjne 
said,  **  Our  object  is  to  destroy  the  power 
of  the  Queen,  and,  if  possible,  to  establish 
a  Sepublic."  Do  you  think  that  likely  to 
be  said?  Is  there  any  attempt  to  cor* 
roborate  that  P  No.  It  depends  solely  on 
the  testimony  of  Powell,  alias  Johnson, 
How  can  you  believe  that  ?  If  these  men 
had  those  designs,  do  you  think  they 
would  let  him  know  that  after  only  six 
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weeks'  aoqoaintance  with  him  P  Would 
they  not  have  tnmed  him  out  of  the  room  P 

(rentlemen,  yon  know  that  when  these 
people  get  into  the  hands  of  the  police 
they  are  in  very  dangerous  hands  indeed. 
We  all  know  what  a  policeman's  con- 
science is.  I  should  like  to  see  it  defined 
hy  somebody  who  has  had  experience  of  the 
police.  Gentlemen  in  courts  of  law  who 
have  experience  of  them,  who  hear  the 
way  in  which  they  swear,  and  who  see 
their  demeanour  on  the  table,  these  are 
the  gentlemen  who  ought  to  define  the 
consciences  of  policemen. 

Erie,  J. :  You  haye  no  right  to  slander 
any  body  of  men  nor  any  indiyidual. 
Those  people  who  speak  disrespectfully 
of  policemen,  in  my  opinion,  are  generally 
in  the  nature  of  accomplices  with  crim- 
inals. 

KwMoly:  Does  your  lordship  apply  that 
observation  to  me  P 

Eblb,  J. ;  No;  I  say  "generally."  I 
have  often  heard  the  police  attacked. 

Kenealy:  Whether  those  gentlemen 
who  ma^  those  observations  about  the 

Solice  were  accomplices  with  criminals  I 
o  not  know.  The  learned  jndge  seems 
to  know  something  more  about  it  than  I 
do.  One  thing  is  perfectly  clear,  that 
there  is  not  a  single  word  in  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  witness  Powell  about  this 
matter  of  the  republic.  When  he  first 
betrayed  those  people,  he  does  not  seem 
to  hare  sworn  so  strongly  as  he  did  sub- 
sequently, or  as  he  did  after  he  got  into  the 
possession  of  the  police.  He  tells  yon 
that,  when  Fwyne  said  that,  there  was  a 
general  acquiescence  by  their  manner, 
and  some  conversation  about  assassinating 
the  police,  and  vitriol.  Have  you  any 
doubt  that  that  was  suggested  by  the 
police  P  Is  there  one  word  about  assas- 
sinating the  police  P  Not  a  word.  Then 
he  Bays  Rose  said,  **  We  mast  first  assas* 
sinate  the  poUoe,  bum  down  the  station- 
houses,  ana  build  barricades.*'  You  see 
that  this  was  all  said  in  the  presence 
of  a  man  scarcely  known  to  any  of 
the  parties.  Is  that  credible  P  If  ten 
men  assemble  for  a  horrible  purpose  of 
that  kind — ^ten  wicked  and  abominable 
conspirators  assemble  for  a  base  purpose  of 
that  kind — is  it  likelv,  in  the  presence  of 
a  man  not  tested  sufficiently  to  be  of  their 
namber,  that  they  will  immediately  ex- 
pose all  their  inmost  designs  p  I  believe 
you  will  doubt  very  gravely  and  will  con- 
sider very  much  before  you  believe  that 
evidence. 

On  the  1st  of  August  the  only  criminal 
thing  Bowling  is  said  to  have  done  is,  that  I 
he  proposed  a  demonstration  on  Primrose  ' 
Hill.  There  is  no  criminality  in  that.  | 
But  in  order  to  convict  Dowlvngy  Powell ' 
says  he  was  present  "when  Payne  pro- 


posed to  assassinate  the  police  and  burn 
down  all  the  houses."  I  cannot  contra- 
dict that,  the  prisoner  cannot  give  evi- 
dence. His  character  and  his  reputation 
and  all  his  hopes  depend  upon  the  evidence 
of  that  man. 

We  come  now  to  August  14th,  and  he 
used  then  the  same  sort  of  vagae  and 
general  language,  "It  was  generally 
known  what  it  was  for."  You  see  he  acts 
very  cunningly  and  cautiously.  He  fixes 
upon  some  meetings  when  they  precisely 
said  what  they  intended,  and  others  when 
they  veiled  it  up  in  mystery,  and  there 
was  a  va^e  air  of  concealment  about  the 
whole  thing.  MuUine  said :  "  If  I  look  up 
to  the  gas  lamps  you  will  know  what  that 
means  — that  they  were  all  to  be  extin- 
guished, and  in  the  general  darkness  these 
thirty  men  were  to  go  out  and  plunder  the 
two  millions  of  people  in  this  metropolis, 
and  Cuffey  was  present  and  assented  to 
that.  Now,  we  have  a  letter  of  Bowlvng^s 
in  evidence  in  which  he  says,  "  I  intend 
to  withdraw  from  agitation  altogether,  or 
I  have  withdrawn.  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  to  abandon  politics."  We  do  not 
know  whether  he  did.  At  all  events, 
Bowliag  was  not  present  when  this 
conversation  took  plaoe  about  looking  at 
the  gas  lamps.  There  is  this  man  in  the 
pay  of  the  police,  receiving  government 
money,  and  going  amongst  those  people 
every  day.  He  tells  you  that  he  felt 
bound  to  convey  the  orders  he  received  to 
other  people,  and  endeavour  to  work  upon 
other  people  to  carry  out  those  orders,  no 
matter  what  they  were,  about  firing 
houses.  He  would  carry  them  out  and 
endeavour  to  entrap  other  people  to  carry 
them  into  execution.  The  only  thing  he 
would  not  carry  out  was  assassinating  his 
friends  the  police.  He  would  fire  houses, 
and  attack  men,  but  would  not  assassinate 
the  police.  It  is  perfectly  certain  that 
he  went  to  one  man,  he  admits  one,  and 
engased  that  man  to  join  in  firing  houses, 
and  this  was  after  he  was  in  the  pay  of  the 
police.    Will  you' sanction  that  P 

Gentlemen,  he  says  he  made  ball  cart- 
ridges and  bullets  and  gave  them  to 
Owmmff  and  he  made  fifteen  or  sixteen 
dozen  bullets,  and  he  says  he  only  gave 
them  to  Oumey,  and  did  it  by  Gurnev'$ 
orders.  (Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  he  saw  tlie 
efiect  of  that,  that  it  would  not  do  at  all  to 
have  it  publicly  stated  to  you  that  this 
man  made  ball  cartridges,  and  he  admitted 
that  at  Bow  Street  he  did  not  say  any- 
thing about  Oumey  there. 

Attomey'Genfiral :  Yon  read  it  yourself. 

Kenealy:  I  do  not  recollect  that.  He 
should  have  gone  to  the  police  and  said  : 
"Here  is  a  man  who  has  employed  me  to 
make  cartridges,"  and  that  man  ought  to 
have  been  immediately  taken  into  custody 
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ftnd  punished.  It  was  not  right  to  leave 
him  till  he  had  committed  more  illegal 
acts.  Gentlemen,  he  admitted  that  be 
said  that  he  was>  sick  of  their  talking. 
His  meaning  was:  **  I  am  sick  of  yoar 
talk,  why  do  not  you  work  ?**  As  long 
as  they  talked,  they  could  not  be  brought 
within  the  Crown  and  Felony  Act.  If 
mere  talk  only  was  proved,  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  get  a  jury  to  convict  of 
conspiracy.  There  must  be  some  overt 
acts. 

Now,  the  next  of  these  that  we  have  is 
Charle$  TUden,  He  told  you  that  he 
broached  the  subject  of  ginger-beer 
bottles  with  ragged  pieces  of  iron.  An  in- 
terposition was  made  for  him,  and  it  was 
explained  away  that  when  he  used  the 
word  *' broached"  he  did  not  mean  that 
he  commenced  it.  It  is  for  you  to  judge 
what  he  meant. 

I  do  not  think  that  either  Tilden  or 
BarreU  was  as  bad  as  that  fellow  Baldwin^ 
son.  What  did  he  do  P  He  also  went  into 
the  pay  of  the  police,  and  on  the  very  day 
that  he  was  ready  to  betray  those  people, 
on  the  16th  of  August,  and  on  the  very 
same  day  that  he  did  betray  them,  he  goes 
to  the  meeting.  He  gets  persons  to  go  to 
the  meeting,  he  engages  the  persons  to  go 
who  had  the  arms,  to  go  with  arms,  and 
then  he  goes  and  gives  information  to  the 
police.  He  goes  himself  in  the  evening 
armed  with  a  pistol  and  a  pike-head,  and 
something  was  said  about  percussion  caps. 
What  were  they  wanted  for  P  Have  you 
any  doubt  that  ihey  were  to  be  left  among 
those  people  in  the  possession  of  some  un- 
fortunate fellow,  that  they  might  be  found 
upon  his  person  P  I  would  like  some  very 
ingenious  AUom&y- General  to  attempt  to 
assign  any  other  object  to  that  matter. 
There  can  be  no  other  object,  but  to  leave 
either  the  one  or  the  other  there,  in  the 
possession  or  custody  of  some  of  those  men 
who  were  to  be  betrayed.  I  asked  him 
whether  he  had  asked  any  man  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  pistol  while  he  was  going  out 
to  get  percussion  caps.  Upon  that  matter 
he  prevaricated,  he  left  it  in  doubt,  and  I 
leave  it  in  doubt. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  the  law  very 
wisely  ordains  that  when  tainted  evidence 
of  this  kind  is  produced,  it  ought  to  be 
supported  by  corroborating  circumstances. 
What  are  the  corroborating  circumstances 
that  support  the  evidence  of  these  people  P 
The  finding  of  arms  is  one,  and  I  do  not 
think  that  you  will  attribate  much  to  that. 
What  are  the  other  main  corroborating 
circamstances  P  Why,  that  some  people 
were  seen  in  Smithfield. 

The  prisoner  says — 

'*  I  do  not  wish  to  stand  here  as  an  English 
factionigt,  bat  as  an  Irish  Nationalist  My 
object  was  not  to  disturb  English  society,  bat  to 
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free  my  own  country.  I  feel  very  well  my 
position,  and  I  mean  to  abide  by  the  conse- 
quences. I  carried  on  my  business  as  a  por- 
trait painter  at  No.  6,  Nassau  Street,  Middlesex 
Hospital." 

There  is  no  attempt  to  mislead  the  magis- 
trates as  to  what  he  was  or  whore  he  was 
living,  there  is  nothing  of  that  kind.  He 
tells  the  officer  who  arrested  him  who  he 
was  and  where  he  lived. 

Gentlemen,  I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  tell 
you  that  the  evidence  of  any  number  of 
accomplices  who  may  be  called  forms  no 
corroboration  at  all.  If  there  are  20  wit- 
nesses of  that  kind  corroborating  each 
other,  it  is  of  no  consequence.  They 
mast  be  corroborated  by  some  unimpeach- 
able witnesses. 

Now  I  come  to  the  letter  of  the  pri- 
soiier,  which  has  been  looked  upon  as 
most  dreadful .  [Counsel  read  the  letter]— 

"  I  am  now  an  outlaw,  and  there  is  no  use  in 
bilking  the  question.  My  neck  is  in  danger  if 
I  am  caught;  however,  I  am  in  excellent 
spirits." 

There  is  nothing  in  that  that  admits 
his  guilt,  because  his  neck  is  not  in 
danger  by  the  mild  law  which  they  have 

Sassed,  and  for  which  those  who  passed  it 
eserve  the  eternal  eulopy  of  the  Attorney- 
Oenercd,  1  was  told  the  other  day  by  a 
learned  friend  of  mine  that,  when  medical 
students  write  home  to  their  friends,  they 
give  most  extraordinary  accounts  of  their 
adventures.  One  of  them  says  he  has 
had  an  intrigue  with  the  Duchess  of  A., 
and  another  with  the  Countess  of  B.,  and 
all  people  who  are  assembled  to  hear  the 
letter,  look  upon  it  as  a  wonderful  thing; 
and,  accordingly,  this  young  gentleman 
thought  he  would  make  a  good  patriot  of 
himself,  and  he  thought  he  should  appear 
a  romantic  character  when  he  was  repre- 
sented to  his  friends  as  an  outlaw  and  &$ 
an  Irish  Repealer.  He  thought  it  would 
be  a  good  thing  to  be  an  outlaw,  and 
earn  the  displeasure  of  the  Government. 
I  have  different  views  upon  that  point, 
but  he  is  entitled  to  have  his  views.  He 
says — 

**My  conscience  is  quite  at  rest.  I  calcu< 
lated  the  risk  before  I  entered  on  this  business." 

There  is  not  a  single  thing  here  about 
Chartism.  He  wanted  to  represent  that 
he  was  a  person  hnnted  about  every- 
where, a  very  romantic  thing  with  a 
young  miin  like  the  prisoner  at  the  bar — 

*<  But  this  utter  wreck  of  my  prospects  has 
produced  a  kind  of  reckless  levity  that  seems 
almost  unoatural.  I  bare  met  with  the  gnuitcst 
kindness  from  parties  from  whom  I  could  uot 
have  expected,  but  His  only  in  adversity  that  }  ou 
can  know  who  are  your  fnends." 

The  whole  letter  was  an  enthusiastic 
joke  or  something  of  the  kind.    If  he  had 
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really  wanted  to  conceal  his  name  he 
niightas  Trail  have  written,  *'  John  Smith  '* 
or  •*  John  Thompson.** 

Gentlemen,  I  have  mentioned  what  is 
notorions  to  you  all,  the  recent  attacks 
which  have  been  made  in  the  newppapers 
upon  trial  by  jury.  Every  now  and  then 
we  read  a  leading  article  against  trial  by 
jury;  and  something  is  said  about  the 
Scotch  system,  where  the  majority  govern 
the  rest,  and  something  is  said  of  the 
absurdity  of  twelve  men  agreeing.  Trial 
by  jury' is  the  first  thing  that  will  bo 
attacked ;  and  when  trial  by  jury  goes,  the 
next  attack  will  be  against  liberty  of 
speech  by  counsel ;  and  i^s  soon  as  counsel 
are  prevented  from  using  liberty  of 
sp9ecn,  all  our  other  liberties  will  soon  be 
overthrown.     Liberty  of  speech  with  the 

Eublic  has  already  perished,  because  no- 
ody  knows  what  sedition  is  and  every- 
body is  therefore  afraid  to  speak ;  liberty 
of  Hpeech  in  public  is  destroyed,  and  next 
it  will  b^  destroyed  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  it  will  descend  to  the  Bar, 
and  in  that  way  be  entirely  destroyed. 
One  of  the  most  noble  and  ancient  insti- 
tutions, trial  by  jury,  is  doomed.  I  can 
look  upon  it  in  no  other  light  after 
what  I  read  in  the  papers.  I  see  it  con- 
stantly attacked  in  the  most  influential 
paper  in  the  world.  We  lose  trial  by  jury 
and  the  right  to  address  Parliament  by 
ptitition,  and  it  is  a  sad  and  humbling 
thing  to  see  an  ancient  and  noble  consti- 
tution in  tho  cour&e  of  rapidly  going 
away.  You  will  be  astonished  to  hear 
that  Magna  Charta  does  not  now  exist; 
every  one  of  the  privileges  of  Magna 
Charta,  without  one  single  exception,  baa 
been  repealed,  one  by  one.  We  pride  our- 
selves upon  having  Magna  Charta,  but  we 
have  no  such  thing ;  we  have  the  parch- 
ment called  Magna  Charta,  in  the  British 
Mnseam,  and  that  is  all  that  exists,  none 
of  the  rights  given  to  the  people  of 
England  by  Magna  Charta  remain.  We 
prided  ourselves  upon  having  laws  that 
gave  to  the  people  the  privilege  of  peti- 
tion and  of  having  arms.  Does  either  of 
those  rights  exist  now  P  No,  for  a  petition 
signed  by  100,000  or  a  million  of  persons, 
merely  because  *  *  Punch'*  is  signed  to  it,  is 
thrown  contemptuously  aside.  The  right 
o\  having  arms  also  is  tottering,  that  right 
was  guaranteed  by  Magna  Charta,  but  it 
is  a  dangerous  thing  now  for  a  man  to 
have  arms.  How  can  he  know  but  that 
he  may  have  a  monster  indictment  like 
the  present  brought  against  him  P  and  if 
arms  be  found  in  his  house  it  is  conclusive 
evidence  against  him  which  he  cannot 
rebut.  Magna  Charta  has  been  shorn  of 
tbetse  two  great  privileges,  the  Bill  of 
Ki^^hts  18  virtually  done  away,  we  have  no 
longer  the  right  of  petition.     We  have 


scarcely  the  right  of  carrying  arms,  we 
have  not  therefore  a  single  right  remain- 
ing that  was  guaranteed  by  Magna  Charta. 
Is  not  that  a  melancholy  state  of  things  P 
Gentlemen,!  call  upon  you,  asyou regard 
our  ancient  constitution,  to  show  by  your 
verdict  to-day  that  the  system  of  trial  by 
jury  is  one  of  the  noblest  systems  that 
ever  existed ;  show  that  you  are  animated 
by  the  spirit  that  animated  our  forefathers 
in  the  time  of  Hampien,  and  Sidney,  and 
Bu$8dl,  by  that  spirit  which  never  will 
submit  to  tyranny,  but  will  even  resort  to 
open  war  against  the  laws  if  they  attempt 
to  be  tyrannical.  I  call  upon  you  to  teach 
this  lesson  to  the  Government,  that  will 
be  heard  like  the  thunder  of  Sinai,  that 
they  are  not  to  uut  down  the  Charter,  no 
matter  how  wila  and  visionary  the  persons 
advocating  the  Charter  may  be.  Teach 
them  a  lesson  that  will  strike  them  to  the 
heart,  that  they  shall  not  put  down  the 
Charter,  or  any  attempt  to  bring  back  our 
ancient  constitution— that  they  are  not 
to  put  down  the  Charter  by  such  infamous 
prosecutions  as  the  present,  because  I 
can  characterize  it  by  no  other  name, 
when  we  have  brought  into  Court  such  in- 
famous wretches  as  we  saw  here  yesterday. 
I  blush  for  humanity  that  they  should  be 
presented  in  this  Court,  men  going  from 
tho  police  to  the  delegates,  and  from  the 
delegates  to  the  police.  I  should  not  be 
sorry  that  the  Government  should  receive 
a  proper  lesson  toteaih  them  that  this  is  not 
the  way  of  carrying  on  these  prosecutions. 
We  all  remember  the  important  question 
of  a  great  man,  '*  How  is  the  Queen's 
Government  to  he  carried  on  P  "  I  say  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  carried  on  by  such  bad 
means  as  we  have  seen  upon  this  trial. 
I  ^shall  expect  your  verdict  with  great 
anxiety,  and  1  believe  the  people  of 
England  will  expect  your  verdict  with 
great  anxiety  as  establishing  a  great 
troth,  whether  we  have  any  remnant  of 
our  ancient  rights.  The  public  meetings 
of  the  people  were  dispersed  and  pro- 
hibited; that  drove  them  to  private 
associations,  as  it  was  intended  to  do, 
because  by  those  private  associations  the 
Government  get  them  into  the  meshes 
of  the  law.  The  very  object  of  the 
Government  in  forcing  the  people  to  give 
up  public  meetings  was  to  drive  them 
into  private  associations,  and  to  send  Rpies 
among  them  to  foster  rebellion.  That 
being  the  object  of  the  Government,  they 
have  accomplished  their  object,  and  you 
Bee  the  result  of  it  in  tbe  first  case 
brought  before  the  Court.  I  say  we  can- 
not suffer  this,  and  if  you,  by  your  verdict, 
stamp  the  seal  of  your  approbation  upon 
conduct  of  that  kind,  you  do  in  effect  aim 
a  deadly  blow  at  the  liberties  of  the 
country.   Our  forefathers  took  care  of  our 
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liberties,  and  when  our  liberties  were  en- 
dangered, thej  imperilled  their  lives  in 
order  that  we  might  contmue  to  enjoy 
them,  but  we  have  been  gradually  losing 
our  freedom.  Take  care  that  we  do  not 
lose  all  our  liberties.  Take  care  that  yon 
as  jurymen  are  not  cajoled  by  the  smile  of 
an  Attorney' General,  lor  I  have  observed 
him  frequently  smiling  at  you.  I  do 
assare  you,  upon  my  honour,  and  I  am 
speaking  to  honest  and  true  men,  that 
my  belief  is  that  you  will  do  a  great 
injury  to  your  country  and  otir  freedom 
if  you  give  a  verdict  of  guilty  this  day. 
The  piisoner  may  be  punished  for  a  riot 
and  a  tumultuous  assembly,  but  not  for 
having  levied  war  against  the  Queen, 
which  he  never  intended  to  do,  or  tor  de- 
pnosing  her  Majesty  from  the  style  and 
title  of  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Evidence  for  the  Depence. 

John  English — Examined  by  Kenealy. 

I  know  the  prisoner.  This  paper  of 
hieroglyphics  (No.  ll)(a)  is  not  my  writing, 
but  it  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  original, 
which  I  wrote.  1  wrote  it  without  aujr 
reference  to  the  Charter.  I  and  the  pri- 
soner agreed  to  hold  a  correspondence  in 
hieroglyphics,  and  I  gave  this  cipher  to 
the  prisoner  for  that  purpose,  as  a  short- 
hand means  of  correspondence.  There 
was  no  use  made  of  it  at  all  with  respect 
to  the  Charter.  I  gave  it  him  without 
any  solicitation  on  his  part.  My  letters 
had  been  opened  by  the  Post  Ottice,  and 
this  was  a  plan  1  thought  of  to  write.  It 
was  more  as  a  pastime,  or  a  little  amuse- 
ment. I  am  not  a  Chartist,  and  I  do  not 
believe  the  prisoner  is.  I  gave  him  the 
paper  for  no  other  purpose  than  my  own 
private  correspondence. 
Cross-examined  by  the  AUomey- General. 

What  are  you  P— A  lithographic  printer, 
and  live  at  18,  High  Street,  Marylebone. 
I  have  lived  there  a  week  or  two.  Before 
that,  I  lived  at  27,  East  Street,  Man- 
chester Square,  for  a  week  or  so.  Before 
that  I  was  in  Ireland  for  about  five  weeks. 
I  gave  this  paper  to  the  prisoner  the  day 
before  I  went  to  Ireland.  I  went  to  Tip- 
perary,  Dublin,  Kildare,  and  other  parts 
of  the  country.  I  was  not  at  Slievenamon. 
I  know  the  name  of  it.  I  have  the  honour 
of  being  an  Irishman,  but  was  bom  in 
London.  I  am  a  Confederate.  I  believe 
the  prisoner  was  one,  but  I  cannot  say, 
I  know  the  Davis  Club,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  it;  the  prisoner  was  secretary. 
Persons  must  be  Confederates  to  be  mem- 
bers  of  the  Davis  Club.  I  did  not  go  to 
Ireland  to  lake  views  for  the  Illustrated 
London  News ;  I  went  to  see  my  friends. 
They  live  in  Tipperary ;  some  in  Cashel, 

(o)  See  abuve,  p.  421. 


some  in  the  town  of  Tipperary,  and  so  on. 
I  believe  my  letters  have  been  opened  at  the 
Post  Office.    I  am  not  a  suspected  person. 

I  want  an  explanation  of  a  few  of  these 
words— '*  Pikes."  •'  Rifles,''  **  Killed,** 
•*  Barricades,"  '*  OBrien,*'  *'Mahoneyr 
"  Doheney:*  "  Tipperary,"  "  Poison," 
"  Fire,"  "  Bnglinh:  "  what  did  you  want 
these  words  for  to  correspond  with  your 
friend  in  liondon  P — 1  believed,  from  read- 
ing  the  papers  here,  that  Ireland  was  in 
a  state  or  insurrection,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  use  all  these  horrible  words,  if  I 
wished  to  give  my  ft-iend  a  correct  account 
of  the  state  of  things  in  Ireland. 

If  you  write  to  vour  friends  from 
*  *  Slievenamon  "  about  **  poison  "  or  **  bar- 
ricades "  or  **  victories,"  we  cannot  be  sur- 
prisedtthat  your  letters  were  opened. — I  in- 
tended making  a  list  afterwards;  in  a 
dictionary,  perhaps.  I  wanted  to  make  a 
shorthand  of  my  own.  It  was  shorter  to 
write  in  cipher  instead  of  putting  the 
words  in  full. 

Do  I  understand  you  to  say  you  adopted 
this  shorthand,  because  it  was  shorter 
than  longhand  P— 1  had  a  dislike  to  having 
my  letters  read  at  the  Post  Office,  and  I 
did  it  that  they  mi>?ht  not  be  read,  and 
also  that  it  might  be  shorter.  It  was 
purely  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  pri- 
soner an  account  of  the  state  of  aflairs  in 
Ireland,  and  it  is  a  sort  of  satisfaction  to 
baffle  persons  who  read  your  letters.  This 
is  the  prisoner's  handwriting.  It  is  an 
exact  copy  of  the  one  I  wrote. 

There  is  a  little  shorthand  at  the  bottom. 
Read  it.— I  cannot ;  it  is  a  little  scribbling. 
The  rest  is  mine. 

It  is  regular  shorthand. 

Re-examined  by  Kenealy, 
On  your  oath,  had  you  any  disloyal  pur- 
pose in  giving  that  paper  to  the  prisoner  ? 
— No,  it  was  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
correspondence.     I   perhaps    should    not 
have   done    it   had  my  letters   not  been 
opened. 
John  Atkinson  —Examined  by  Kenealy, 
I  am  a  law  stationer,  of  Chancery  Lane. 
I  havo   known    the    prisoner    twelve   or 
thirteen  months.   During  that  time  I  have 
had  reason  to  believe  him  to  be  a  perfectly 
loyal   subject  cf  fler  Majesty.    I  never 
heard  him  express  any  seditious  or  disloyal 
sentiments. 
James  Gilbert— ^x&mined  by  Kenealy, 
I  am  a  sculptor.   I  have  known  Doxoling 
nearly  ten  years.   I  have  had  opportunities 
of  knowing  his  sentiments  on  political  sub- 
jects.  I  know  no  person  who  could  have  a 
better  opportunity.    We  lived  in  the  same 
room  together.  I  never  believed  him  to  be 
a  Chartist.  I  have  heard  him  say  he  never 
agreed  with  the  Charter.    If  he  had  I 
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should  have  known  it.  I  never  heard  him 
use  disloyal  language  in  private.  I  can- 
not say  in  public.  I  have  very  seldom 
heard  nim  speak  in  public.  He  was  a  very 
quiet,  retiring,  reserved  young  man. 

CrosR-examined  by  the  Attorney- General, 
Do  you  know  that  he  was  the  secretary 
of  the  Davis  Club  P — Yes.  I  know  him  to 
be  an  Irish  Repealer.  I  used  to  pay  a 
subscription  to  the  Irish  Kepeal  Associ- 
ation. I  have  heard  him  speak  in  public. 
I  never  heard  him  use  disloyal  language. 
Three  times  is  the  very  most  I  have  heard 
him,  and  that  was  in  one  place,  and  during 
those  three  times  X  never  heard  him  utter 
anything  disloyal  or  seditious.  I  meant 
by  private,  when  I  was  sitting  in  his  com- 
pany. I  never  heard  him  in  public  or 
private  say  anything  disloyal. 

James  J?arry— Examined  by  Kenealy, 
I  have  known  Bowling  about  fifteen 
months.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Bepeal 
Club  of  which  he  was  the  secretary.  That 
club  never  appointed  a  delegate  to  the 
Chartists.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Bavia 
Club.  The  rules  of  that  club  were  settled 
by  two  eminent  lawyers,  Sir  Colman 
O^LogMen  and  Mr.  Bohert  Holmes ,  and 
revised  by  Mr.  Anstey,  M.P.  for  Youghal, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  club.  That  club 
was  dissolved  for  the  purpose  of  being 
incorporated  with  the  Irish  League  on  the 
motion  of  Dowlittg,  I  can  swear  that  body 
was  for  moral  force.  Di'Wling  introduced 
a  resolution  approving  of  the  principles  of 
the  Irish  League.  That  club  was  bound 
to  legal  agitation. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attomey-OeneraL 
How  long  were  you  a  member  of  the 
club  P—  About  fifteen  months.  I  remem- 
ber Mr.  Doheny  being  theie,  and  address- 
ing the  meeting.  It  was  the  Confederation 
at  that  time.  That  is  the  same  Doheny  we 
now  hear  of  in  Ireland  as  being  out.  I  do 
not  think  he  was  a  member  of  the  Irish 
League.  He  was  not  of  the  Davie  Club. 
He  was  there  as  a  visitor.  He  came  from 
Ireland.  I  cannot  say  whether  he  came 
as  a  deputation.  He  was  received  with 
great  approbation.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther Bowling  was  there.  He  was  not 
secretary  then.  He  became  so  about  2nd 
May.  A  person  named  Crowe  waii  a  mem- 
ber. I  was  present  last  session  when  he 
was  convicted.  I  was  present  at  the  meet- 
ing when  he  delivered  the  speech  on  which 
he  was  convicted.  I  do  not  recollect 
whether  Bowling  was  there.  It  was 
alleged  that  Crowe  was  present  when 
Homebody  read  a  paper  with  the  expres- 
sion, "  To  hell  with  the  Queen."  It  was  I 
that  read  that. 

Kenealy ;  Now  explain  it. — I  was  read* 
ing  the  lust  accounts  from  Ireland  in  the 


Evening  Express,  and  there  was  a  report 
of  a  man  who  was  taken  up  in  Limerick 
on  a  charge  of  being  drunk  and  using 
seditious  language,  and  with  saying,  '*To 
hell  with  the  Qneen/'  Some  persons 
laughed  when  it  was  read,  but  there  was 
no  cheering  or  any  manifestation  of  ap- 
plause. 1  was  in  Court  when  those  woros 
were  proved.  Mr.  Parry  called  no  wit- 
nesses. I  was  prepared  to  swear  Crowe 
never  uttered  tnose  words.  My  reading 
them  was  brought  in  evidence  against 
Crowe. 

Attorney- OeneraJ. :  What  are  you  ? — I  am 
a  tailor,  and  have  lived  at  18,  High 
Street,  Marylebone,  about  a  fortnight. 
Before  that  I  lived  in  East  Street,  Man- 
chester Square ;  I  lived  there  four  or  five 
months.  1  have  not  been  in  Ireland  for 
eight  years.  I  am  not  a  Chartist.  I  went 
repeatedly  to  the  Chartist  meeting-hall, 
83,  Dean  Street.  The  Repealers  held 
their  meetings  at  the  same  house  as 
the  Chartists,  but  on  different  nights. 
There  was  no  connection  between  the  two 
bodies.  They  never  conununicated  with 
each  other  to  my  knowledge.  I  was  not 
present  in  Dean  Street  when  Looney  was 
sent  as  a  deputation  to  the  Chartists.  He 
was  a  memoer.  He  was  convicted  last 
session.  I  was  present  at  his  speech 
which  they  call  seditions.  I  did  not  go  to 
the  police  and  tell  them  seditious  speeches 
were  being  made.  I  did  not  consiaer  my- 
self a  judge  of  a  seditious  speech.  I  never 
heard  of  Looney  goini;  from  the  Bavis 
Club  to  the  Chartist's  Hall,  Lambeth.  He 
did  not  belong  to  Dean  Street.  I  never 
bought  arras  in  my  life.  I  raffled  a  mus- 
ket a  month  or  six  weeks  ago.  Mahoney 
won  it.  My  brother  gave  it  me.  He  said  it 
was  useless  to  him,  and  I  could  raffle  it  if 
I  thought  proper.  He  is  a  tailor,  and  lives 
at  37,  Lark  Street,  Manchester  Square.  I 
raffled  it  to  get  rid  of  it.  It  was  quite 
useless  to  me.  Twenty-eight  people  put 
their  names  down.  That  would  be  28^. 
They  were  not  Confederates.  I  do  not 
believe  Mahoney  is  a  member  of  the  Bavis 
Club.  He  was  not  a  member  of  any  club 
that  I  am  aware  of.  I  know  nothing  of 
the  Felon  Club,  or  where  it  held  its  meet- 
ings. 

WiUiam  Le  Plaisterer — Examined  by 

Kenealy, 
I  am  a  watchmaker,  of  Chancery  Lane. 
I  have  known  Bowling  about  eleven 
months.  I  have  never  heard  him  express 
any  seditious  or  disloyal  language.  I  ha^  e 
seen  him  six  or  eight  times. 

Reply. 
The    AtUyrney  -  General    in    reply :    If 
there    be  any  in  this  court,  and  there 
must  be  many,  who  are  unacquainted  with 
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the  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  they  might 
reasonably  expect  that  I  should  commence 
my  address  to  you  upon  this  occasion  by 
adverting  to  Uie  strong  and  personal 
observations  he  made  against  me  at  the 
commencement  of  his  long  address,  but 
as  I  was  prepared — before  1  undertook  what 
I  can  assure  you  is  to  me  no  pleasing 
duty,  the  duty  of  prosecuting  parties  who 
have  been  guilty  of  a  yiolation  of  the 
public  peace — for  attacks  of  this  descrip- 
tion from  some  persons  who  might  be 
concerned  for  the  defence ;  and,  a§  I  know 
I  can  safely  trust  the  defence  of  my  con- 
duct  and  character  to  those  gentlemen  of 
the  bar  who  surround  me,  and  to  the 
public  who  having  marked  my  public  life 
can  appreciate  it,  I  must  be  forgiven  for 
not  observing  upon  the  personal  and 
coarse  expressions  which  have  been  ad<» 
dressed  to  me  upba  this  occasion.  If  I 
had  any  feelingsofvindictiveness  or  anger 
upon  this  occasion,  even  against  the 
coansel  for  the  prisoner,  I  must  be  for- 
given for  saying  that  those  who  have  had 
the  slightest  experience  of  defences  in 
courts  of  law,  or  in  the  conduct  of  the 
most  ordinary  proceedings,  must  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  I  (who  having  had 
some  experience  ought  to  be  a  fit  judge  in 
these  matters)  have  had  the  most  ample 
revenge  in  the  minds  of  all  those  who 
have  listened  to  the  long  address  of  the 
counsel  for  the  prisoner. 

[The  Attorney  General  proceeded  to  reply 
to  various  topics  urged  in  the  speech  fur 
the  defence.  He  denied  having  spoke  of 
the  prisoner  as  a  felon.  The  prisoner 
was  put  on  trial  first  by  his  couusers 
desire.  The  charges  against  the  Govern- 
ment were  unfounded.  In  framing  the  army 
and  navy  estimates  in  November,  it  could 
not  have  foreseen  what  was  coming  in  the 
following  year.  The  recourse  to  13  Gha.  2. 
c.  5.  to  preserve  the  peace  had  obtained 
the  approbation  of  all  good  citizens,  as  was 
shown  by  the  number  who  came  forward 
as  special  constables  in  April.  It  was 
absurd  to  speak  of  this  force  assembled 
for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  property 
as  an  agression  against  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  It  was  not  true  that  the  prisoner 
could  have  been  prosecuted  for  riot  or  un- 
lawful assembly.  There  was  no  evidence 
of  either.  He  was  guilty  of  felony  or  he  is 
innocent.  To  constitute  the  crime  of 
levying  war,  it  is  not  necessary  to  have 
military  array  or  numbei-s.  There  must 
be  a  rising,  and  it  must  not  be  directed 
to  a  private  object.] 

But  if  it  is  directed  against  a  public 
object,  or  against  any  object  of  State, 
though  it  be  a  single  object,  that  is  levy- 
ing of  war.  When  the  learned  gentleman 
lays  emphasis  upon  the  word  **all,"  he 
must  have  deceived  himself.    He  says,  to 


murder  a  policeman  is  not  treason  or 
levying  war,  to  burn  St.  Giles'  would  not 
be  treason,  because  he  runs  his  head  .upon 
the  word  **all,"  which  is  used  in  contra- 
distinction to  one.  We  cannot  be  sur- 
prised at  the  ignorance  of  the  people, 
if  these  are  the  opinions  of  their  leaders. 

Kenealy :  I  must  protest  against  this. 
I  am  not  a  leader  of  tbis  man. 

Attorney- General:  1  did  not  say  you 
were.  I  say  if  the  leaders  are  so  advised, 
see  what  can  happen.  They  can  burn 
Limerick,  that  is  no  treason ;  go  on,  and 
burn  Cork,  that  is  no  treason;  burn 
Waterford,  and  any  place,  that  is  not  trea- 
son. You  may  kill  the  whole  metro- 
politan police,  that  is  no  treason,  because 
you  have  left  London.  You  may  hit  them, 
kill  them,  that  is  no  treason ;  because 
you  must  go  to  the  rural  police.  You 
must  kill  **all,**  says  the  learned  counsel, 
to  constitute  treason.  If  this  be  the  sort 
of  doctrine  to  be  promulgated,  we  shall 
certainly  be  in  some  danger.  But,  happily, 
as  my  lord  said,  this  is  not  the  rule.  The 
rule  is  simply  and  plainly  this:  if  per- 
sons actually  rise  up  in  insurrection  in 
numbers,  with  violence  and  force,  armed, 
to  do  a  private  injury,  that  is  a  trespass ; 
if  they  rise  up  armed  and  with  violence, 
to  do  a  public  injury,  or  to  assert  a  right 
against  an  act  of  State,  that  is  treason. 

The  prisoner  is  not  charged  with  being 
a  Chartist.  He  and  his  counsel  are  Confe- 
derates and  say  they  despise  the  Chartists. 

Prisoner:  No, 

Attorney-General  t  But  the  Confederates 
cunningly  mado  use  of  the  Chartists  for 
their  own  purposes.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Confederate  Club  Mr.  Kenealy  moved  a 
resolution  disclaiming  all  connection  with 
pikes.  Chartists,  and  physical  force  men, 
and  then  the  prisoner  moved  that  that  dis- 
claimer of  force  should  be  adjourned  to  the 
day  of  judgment.  Now  that,  you  see,  pretty 
well  shows  what  is  the  conduct  or  feeling 
of  Mr.  Bowling,  and  it  shows,  as  the  learned 
counsel  said,  that  he  himself  (Keneahj)  was 
not  ashamed  of  the  resolution,  a  very  pro- 
per one.  But  when  he  made  those  violent 
observations  as  to  Powell,  and  said  if  he 
was  an  honest  man,  he  would  have  de- 
nounced these  people,  I  ask  Mr.  Kenealy, 
why  did  he  not  go  to  the  police  and 
denounce  Bowling  tor  moving  this  resolu- 
tion.    Remember,  I  ask  that. 

Kenealy:  1  do  not  know  whether  this 
is  quite  regular,  that  t  should  be  person- 
ally referred  to.  I  have  not  referred  to 
the  Attorney 'Oenerai  in  his  proceedings  at 
Horsham.  I  appear  here  to  do  my  duty 
as  an  advocate.  I  have  not  referred  to 
the  Attorney- General* 8  practices,  corrupt 
as  they  are  said  to  have  been. 

£rlb,  J. :  Do  allow  me  to  press  upon 
your  mind,  and  I  trust  upon  all  advocategi 
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especially  those  who  desire  that  there 
shoald  be  freedom  of  speech  at  the  bar, 
the  extreme  impropriety  of  travelling  out 
of  the  qaestion  before  the  Court,  and  in- 
dulging in  personal  abuse. 

Kenedy :  That  is  what  I  protest  against, 
my  lord. 

Eblb,  J. !  I  was  sorry  to  observe  that 
your  speech  was  very  remarkable  for  it ; 
the  very  objection  that  you  made  to  him, 
the  last  two  or  three  words  that  dropped 
from  your  lips  were  in  the  nature  of  an 
insult  to  the  Attorney- Oeneral. 

KenecUy:  When  the  Attorney' Oeneral 
said  yesterday  that  he  blushed  that  any 
gentleman  of  his  profession  should  move 
a  moral  force  resolution  of  that  kind,  your 
lordship  did  not  call  him  to  order.(a) 

Erls,  J. :  I  am  not  quite  aware  of  that. 

Attorney- Oeneral :  I  did  not  say  any- 
thing like  it.  I  said  I  blushed  to  state 
that  a  gentleman  of  the  bar  was  there 
and  moved  the  resolution ;  and  when  the 
learned  counsel  makes  an  attack  upon 
Powell  for  not  making  that  knovn,  I  am 
not  making  personal  observations — it  is 
evidence  in  the  case — I  ask  how  can  you 
act  upon  the  assertion  that  the  man  is  not 
to  be  believed  upon  his  oath,  because  he 
did  not  go  to  the  police  P  And  yet  this 
gentleman  did  not  go  to  the  police  under 
similar  circumstances.  As  to  any  other 
observations  the  learned  counsel  makes,  I 
can  say  that  I  have  no  objection  to  them. 

Ton  have,  therefore,  a  general  know- 
ledge throughout  the  body,  that  the 
rising  was  to  take  place  on  the  16th,  but 
that  IB  not  all.  I  am  now  about  direct 
evidence  of  the  fact.  You  find  meet- 
ings were  to  take  place  at  four  places, 
Clerkenwell,  Broadway,  Seven  Dials,  and 
the  Tower  Hamlets.  An  unusual  number 
of  strangers  were  found  there.  You  have 
a  man  taken  in  arms  going  there,  or  re- 
turning from  it,  at  one  o'clock.  In 
Clerkenwell  Churchyard  you  have  up- 
wards of  200  ball  cartridges  foimd,  that 
very  night. 

Inow,  that  is  like  a  general  rising.  The 
charge  is  this,  that  people  were  to  fire 
the  places,  that  picked  men  were  to  be 
selected,  that  meetings  were  to  take  place 
at  four  places.  Information  is  given,  the 
men  are  found  there ;  Bitchie  is  found 
with  eleven  men,  he  being  a  leader, 
Gumey  being  there  with  combustible 
balLi.  And  on  Bitchie' s  premises  are 
found  %  very  large  quantity  of  ammuni- 
tion and  oflensive  weapons.  At  the 
"Angel,"  in  Webber  Street,  are  found 
thirteen  men,  all  of  them  armed.  The 
learned  counsel  said  that  it  did  not 
appear  that  Powell  had  not  put  some  of 
those  pikes    amongst    them.      It  would 

(tt)  See  above,  p.  891. 


have  been  rather  a  difficult  thing  for 
Powell  to  put  a  dagger  between  a  man*8 
breast  and  his  waistcoat.  Why  were 
those  men  there?  I  am  now  upon  the 
general  rising.  Why  were  they  there, 
but  in  pursuance  of  the  concert  for  a 
general  rising  P  PoweU  swears  that  there 
was  to  be  a  general  risirg,  and  there  is 
the  strongest  possible  evidence  that  you 
can  have  of  the  fact. 

If  you  believe  Powell,  or  a  portion  of 
PowelVe  testimony,  what  does  he  provo  ? 
The  charge  is  not  levying  war.  The 
charge  is  agreeing  or  intending  to  levy 
war,  to  rise  in  tumult,  in  arms,  to  compel 
the  Grovernment  to  change  its  measures — 
whether  you  believe  they  could  succeed 
is  perfectly  unimportant— or  endeavour 
by  armed  force  to  lead  to  a  repeal  of  the 
union.  What  were  those  meetings  forP 
Whether,  on  the  20th,  fhey  said  that  they 
would  destroy  the  Queen's  power,  have  a 
Republic,  and  erect  barricades,  or  they 
did  not  say  it,  is  perfectly  unimportant. 
Men  are  not  bound  to  declare  their  in- 
tentions and  what  they  are  going  to  do. 
A  man  must  be  judged  by  what  he  does. 
Can  anybody  livmg  doubt  that,  if  they 
had  not  been  prevented,  there  would  have 
been  a  rising,  and  that  those  assembled 
at  the  **  Orange  Tree  "  would  have  been 
enough  to  fire  the  places  mentioned  in 
evidence.  And,  if  so,  that  is  an  overt 
act  amply  sufficient  to  support  thb  charge, 
provided  you  think  they  agreed  for  that 
purpose. 

SUMMIKG  Up. 

Erie,  J. :  Gentlemen,  the  first  count  of 
the  indictment  charges  that  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar,  William  Bowling,  together  with 
several  other  persons  named  in  the  indict- 
ment, did  compass,  imagine,  invent,  devise 
and  intend  to  levy  war  against  our  lady 
the  Queen  within  that  part  of  Great 
Hritain  called  England,  in  order  by  force 
and  constraint  to  compel  her  to  change 
her  measures  and  counsels.  The  second 
part  of  the  count  consists  of  what  are 
called  overt  acts,  that  is  to  say,  acts  done 
by  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  or  persons  in 
concert  with  him,  to  carry  out  the  crimi- 
nal intention  before  alleged.  The  law  re- 
quires for  this  offence,  that  the  jury 
should  be  satisfied,  that  the  criminal  in- 
tention charged  existed,  and  that  the 
overt  acts  specified  in  the  indictment, 
showing  that  intention  are  proved  to 
them. 

Gentlemen,  levying  war  has  been  the 
language  used  in  respect  of  this  species 
of  crime  for  ft  great  many  years,  and 
the  meaning  of  these  words  is  perfectly 
well  underbtood  by  persons  conversant 
with  the  laws  of  this  country,  although 
rather  different  from  that  which,  in  corn- 
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mon  parlance,  they  would  be  understood 
to  bear.  War  may  be  levied,  in  the 
understanding  of  the  law,  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  several  of  which  have  been  alluded 
to;  but  for  the  purpose  of  this  indictment* 
I  state  to  yout  gentlemen,  that  if  you  are 
satisfied  that  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  had 
the  intention  that  nombers  should  assem- 
ble  in  arms,  prepared  to  resist  opposers, 
and  intending  to  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  fVee  exercise  of  its  lawful 
powers — any  of  its  lawful  powers— the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  intended  to  levy  war 
within  the  meaning  of  this  indictment. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  not  necessary  that  you 
should  be  satisfied  that  the  numbers  who 
are  so  to  assemble,  prepared  to  resist  by 
force  opposers,  should  be  in  any  military 
array,  or  with  any  military  discipline,  or 
with  military  arms,  or  with  military  ban- 
ners, that  is  not  requisite.  It  is  apparent 
to  common  experience  that  an  undisci- 
plined multitude,  with  the  arms  which 
they  may  furnish  themselves  with  at  the 
moment,  may  be  capable  of  producing 
very  formidable  resistance,  and  a  very 
formidable  contest.  I  would  also  state 
to  you,  gentlemen,  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  establish  the  intention  to  levy  war  in 
this  sense — that  the  parties  should  have 
come  to  an  actual  conflict.  Tou  will 
observe  that  the  crime  is  charged  to 
**lie  in  intention.**  The  object  of  the 
law  is  to  prevent  the  intention,  producing 
such  dangerous  consequences  as  these, 
from  being  carried  into  execution,  and 
the  crime  may  be  perfectly  complete, 
although  no  actual  conflict  should  have 
taken  place.  With  respect  to  the  distinc- 
tion between  numbers  assembled,  in  the 
manner  that  I  have  described,  who  are 
sometimes  liable  upon  the  charge  of  riot ; 
and  nombers  assembled  in  the  manner 
that  I  have  described,  who  are  liable  to 
the  charge  of  levying  war,  one  distinction 
between  these  two  offences,  is  in  the 
natu:e  of  the  object  for  which  they  are 
assembled.  If  the  parties  assembled 
together  for  a  particular  or  private  pur- 
pose, that  is  to  say,  from  animosity  against 
one  individual  or  dislike  of  one  particular 
building,  the  persons  who  do  assemble  in 
those  numbers,  would  be  chargeable  as  a 
riotous  assembly.  But  if  the  object  of  the 
assembly  be  of  a  public  nature,  the  same 
party  of  men,  with  the  same  arms,  would 
be  liable'  upon  the  charge  of  levying  war 
against  the  Crown,  No  object  can  be  of 
a  more  public  nature  than  the  intention 
to  resist  the  Government,  and  the  in- 
tention to  put  constraint  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country,  so  as  to  compel  the 
Government  to  alter  its  measures. 

Now,  that  being  the  law  with  respect 
to  levying  war,  I  should  state  to  you 
that  it  must  be    levying  war   in   order 


to  put  constraint  upon  the  Gk)vern- 
ment,  and  to  compel  the  Government 
to  change  its  measures.  If  the  in- 
tention was  by  force  to  interfere  with 
the  free  action  of  the  Government  in  a:)y 
waj,  that  purpose  should  be  proved.  If  the 
object  was,  for  instance,  by  intimidation 
to  compel  the  Government  to  grant  the 
People's  Charter,  or  the  repeal  of  the 
statute  for  the  union  of  this  country 
with  Ireland,  or  if  the  object  was  to 
interfere  in  the  smallest  degree  with 
the  disposition  of  the  military,  the  posts 
where  the  military  should  be  stationed, 
or  if  the  intention  was,  say,  by  intimida- 
tion to  paralyze  the  efforts  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  embarrass  it  in  its  actions,  the 
purpose  by  force  and  constraint  compel- 
ling the  Government  to  alter  its  measures 
would  be  established.  And  it  appears  to 
me  that,  if  the  intention  is  made  out  to 
assemble  armed  numbers  in  the  manner 
that  I  have  described,  and  which,  for  short- 
ness, I  will  call  to  make  an  insurrection — 
if  the  intention  to  make  an  insiurreotion  of 
armed  men  in  the  metropolis  is  established 
to  your  satisfaction,  it  seems  to  me  almost 
to  follow,  that  the  purpose  must  have 
been  to  put  constraint  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, because  it  would  be  obvious  upon  a 
moment's  reflection,  that  if  armed  bodies 
intending  to  resist  the  Government  were 
established  in  this  metropolis,  the  actions 
of  the  Government  might  be  very  much 
constrained  indeed  by  reason  of  tho^e 
persons.  By  an  intention  to  make  an 
insurrection  against  the  Government,  and 
by  making  an  insurrection  against  the 
Government,  I  mean  that  description  of 
numbers  assembled  that  I  have  just  de- 
scribed. Had  the  prisoner  at  the  bai-  an 
intention  so  to  make  an  insurrection 
against  the  Government  P  The  first  part  of 
the  charge  is  the  criminal  intention,  and 
the  law  requires  that  that  intention  should 
be  acted  upon  by  some  overt  act.  The 
law  requires  that  the  overt  acts  relied 
upon  should  be  stated  on  the  indictment, 
and  proved.  The  prosecutor  is  at  liberty 
to  state  as  many  overt  acts  as  he  cau  esta- 
blish, or  offer  evidence  in  support  of,  but 
he  is  not  bound  to  prove  all  the  overt  acts 
that  he  states.  Nay,  if  he  establishes  one 
of  the  overt  acts  charged,  and  that  overt 
act  leads  the  jury  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
prisoner  had  the  criminal  intention  which 
that  overt  act  is  alleged  to  indicate,  the 
case  for  the  prosecution  would  be  made 
out. 

With  respect  to  these  overt  acts,  there 
is  another  rule  of  law  which  is  perfectly 
familiar.  Where  two  or  more  persons 
engage  in  the  pursuit  of  a  common 
criminal  purpose,  after  the  jury  have 
been  satisfied  that  they  had  combined 
for  that  common  criminal  purpose,  the 
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act  of  either  one  of  them  in  pnrsnit  of 
their  common  criminal  purpose  ia  in 
law  the  act  of  both.  And  bo,  if  it  is 
proved  that  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  con- 
spired with  other  persons  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  an  insarrection,  tnen, 
after  that  conspiring  is  established,  the 
act  of  any  one  of  his  co-conspirators  in 
parsnit  of  that  common  porpose  is,  in  the 
eve  of  the  law,  the  act  of  the  prisoner. 
But  it  must  be  fir^t  established  that  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  has  conspired  with 
the  person  whose  acts  as  co-conspirator 
are  to  be  prayed  in  aid  against  him, 
as  in  justice  it  should  be.  In  respect 
of  political  outbreaks  it  often  happens 
that  the  prime  instigator  may  find  the 
money,  may  stimulate  the  parties  to 
be  ready,  may  bring  them  to  the  time 
when  the  riolence  is  to  take  place, 
and  he  himself  may  withdraw  when  the 
contest  occurs.  And  yet,  if  the  jury  were 
Batis6ed  that  he  bad  combined  with  those 
men  that  were  engaged  in  the  violence, 
and  that  he  was  the  party  who  really  was 
co-operating  with  them,  nobody  would 
hesitate  in  saying  that  the  acts  of  those 
engaged  in  the  actual  violence  were  in 
reality  the  acts  of  that  co-conspirator  who 
had  kept  in  the  background. 

Gentlemen,  the  indictment  contains  a 
second  count  charging  him  with  a  differ- 
ent criminal  intention,  but  alleging  the 
same  overt  acts  in  proof  thereof.  The 
second  count  charges — 
*'that  the  prisoDers  with  others  intended  to 
deprive  and  depose  oar  Sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen  from  the  style  or  the  Royal  name  of 
thb  Imperial  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.'* 

Gentlemen,  in  respect  to  that  charge 
also,  to  the  mind  of  a  lawyer,  these  words 
%\  ould  be  eati:sfied  by  criminal  acts  such 
as  in  common  parlance  would  not  be  so 
understood;  but  I  do  not  intend  to  draw 
your  attention  to  those  acts,  those  inter- 
ferences with  the  royal  prerogative  which 
have  been  construed  to  be  in  effect  an 
intention  to  depuse  the  Queen,  because 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  evidence  does 
not  raise  any  such  point  of  law  worthy 
of  your  consideration.  But,  gentlemen, 
if  upon  this  evidence  you  are  satisfied 
that  the  prisoner  and  those  co-operating 
with  him  intended  to  subvert  the  mon- 
archical constitution  of  the  British  Empire 
and  substitute  some  other  form  of  Govern- 
ment therein  by  force,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  they  would  have  had  the  in- 
tention to  depose  the  Queen,  and  it  would 
probably  amount  to  actually  deposing  the 
Queen.  Also,  if  they  intended  by  force 
to  separate  Ireland  fVom  the  Crown  of 
England,  that  intention  would  amount 
to  a  deposing  of  the  Queen  "from  the 
etyle  or  the  Royal  name  of  the  Imperial 


Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland."  Taking  awav  the 
royal  authority  over  Ireland  would  be, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  indictment, 
a  deposing  of  the  Queen  from  that  power. 
The  only  other  observation  I  intend  to 
make  with  respect  to  that,  is  this,  if  you 
find  that  several  persons  have  engaged  to- 
gether for  resistanoe  to,  or  an  attack  upon, 
the  Government,  and  you  find  that  some 
or'  them  are  desirous  of  overthrowing  the 
British  Constitution  and  establishing  a 
republic  in  the  British  Empire,  and  you 
find  that  others  of  them  are  totally  in- 
different to  what  may  happen  in  the 
island  of  Great  Britain,  and  are  only 
anxious  in  respect  of  Ireland,  and  are 
desirous  that  Ireland  sliould  be  severed 
from  the  British  Empire ;  I  say  that,  if 
those  parties  co-operate  together,  in- 
tending to  offer  lawless  resistance  to 
the  Crown,  and  each  of  them  commu- 
nicates his  purpose  to  the  other,  and 
they  agree  together  to  co-operate  to  carry 
out  the  two  purposes,  in  my  opinion  then 
both  the  parties  would  have  adopted  both 
the  purposes.  And,  if  it  should  appear 
upon   this    evidence    that    some    of   the 

Earties  who  were  acting  with  the  prisoner 
ad  an  intention  only  directed  to  England, 
whereas  the  prisoner  might  have  his  in- 
tention only  directed  to  Ireland,  still  if 
they  had  mutually  communicated  their 
intentions  to  each  other  and  agreed  so 
to  act  as  to  effect  both  the  intentions, 
undoubtedly  it  appears  to  me  that  would 
be  good  evidence  upon  which  you  would 
infer  that  each  of  them  had  both  of  the 
intentions  so  to  act. 

£The  learned  judge  proceeded  to  read 
and  comment  on  the  evidence,  and  drew 
attention  to  the  confirmation  of  Powell* 8 
evidence  by  the  other  witnesses.] 

Gentlemen,  you  will  bear  in  mind  the 
overt  acts  are  meeting   to  consult,  and 

Preparing  arms,  and  the  designing  to 
estroy  the  town  and  police  and  soldiers 
by  a  Confederated  Club,  and  PowtU  states 
the  whole  of  these  acts.  He  states  them 
in  a  series  of  meetings  from  the  20th  of 
July  down  to  the  16th  of  August.  He 
states  them  with  minute  particularity. 
He  states  them  in  respect  of  the  places 
where  the  parties  met,  and  in  respect  of 
the  persons  who  were  present,  and  so 
gives  abundant  modes  of  contradiction 
in  case  his  statement  was  a  false  one. 
His  statement  vias  known  to  the  prisoner 
a  considerable  time  a^o,  when  he  was 
brought  up  to  be  committed ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  a  statement  that  does  not 
come  now  against  him  by  surprise.  It 
Ih  for  you  to  look  and  see  whether  there 
is  anv  serious  drawback  to  the  credit  of 
Pot(teU,  If  the  only  deception  he  practised 
was  making  those  engaged  in  traitorous 
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designs  suppose  that  he  was  participating 
in  their  treachery,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting those  traitorons  desugns  being 
carried  into  execution,  it  is  for  you  to 
judge  if  that  makes  a  subtraction  from 
his  credibility,  and  to  see  to  what  extent 
he  is  corroborated  in  minute  particu- 
lars. You  will  make  a  memorandum 
as  to  that  important  meeDing  at  the 
"Black  Jack"  on  the  20th  of  July, 
which  the  landlord  corroborated,  and  as  to 
Lacy  being  sent  on  his  mission  on  the  4th 
of  August,  and  the  evidence  of  the  Chartist 
stating  that  Pedley  was  to  make  an  an- 
nouncement on  the  15th  that  he  had  re- 
turned, and  PoweWd  statement  that  a  boy 
had  spoken  to  Lcicy  about  a  policeman 
watchmg  him,  which  the  policeman  corro- 
borates. You  will  besides  see  whether  he 
is  not  clearly  confirmed  also  by  independent 
evidence,  there  being  the  three  members  of 
the  Chartist  Society,  one  from  Dean  Slreet 
as  to  Cuffey,  one  from  Praed  Street  as  to 
Mullina,  and  one  from  Webber  Street, 
Blackfriars,  all  stating  that  orders  were 
issued  by  the  committee  to  prepare  arms 
for  an  outbreak  on  Augnst  loth.  You  will 
find  that  in  Webber  Street  14  persons 
were  actually  found  armed  in  the  str-ange 
manner  described,  and  in  Orange  Street 
11  persons  at  the  "  Orange  Tree,*'  Bitchie 
being  president,  with  a  handkerchief  of 
combustible  balls  under  the  seat,  and  his 
coat  and  hat  smelling  strong  of  turpentine ; 
and  remember  Powell  saying  that  Bitchie. 
waste  superintend  the  parties  that  were  to 
fire  the  town  in  different  places.  You  will 
also  take  under  your  notice  the  statement 
of  the  policemen,  and  the  partial  asuem- 
bling  of  the  Chartists  in  the  diH'erent 
localities,  those  who  met  about  8  or  9 
o'clock  in  Praed  Street  and  Shouldham 
Street,  those  who  met  about  the  same 
time  at  Ca/rtwright^s,  and  those  who  met 
in  numbers  from  50  to  160  at  the  Seven 
Dials.  These  facts  tally  with  the  story  of 
Powell,  that  there  was  to  be  an  outbreak, 
an  insurrection  on  this  night ;  and  vou 
are  to  say  whether  it  could  be  other  tnan 
an  insnrrection  against  the  Government, 
looking  to  the  numbers  that  were  to  be 
concerned  and  the  sort  of  arms  with  which 
they  assembled  together.  Again,  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Kenealy,  that  the  parties 
interested  in  Ireland  should  disclaim  all 
connection  with  pikes  or  guns,  or  other 
matters  in  the  way  of  physical  force,  which 
was  resisted  and  dealt  with  in  that  remark- 
able manner  by  the  prisoner,  being  ad- 
journed to  the  day  of  judgment— that 
motion  of  the  prisoner  being  recorded  in 
his  own  hand — you  will  see  whether  it  is 
not  consistent  with  his  character  and  was 
not  understood  that  they  meant  to  en- 
force their  opinions  with  pike  and  gun,  and 


that  they  meant  to  resort  to  such  crimes  as 
murder,  and  also  to  burning,  in  case  their 
opinion  did  not  prevail,  and  whether 
what  is  established  &gainst  the  prisoner 
makes  it  not  improbable  that  such  designs 
could  be  conceived  by  him.  There  is 
then  a  letter  found  upon  the  prisoner, 
stating  that  his  neck  was  in  danger, 
and  that  he  was  prepared  to  abide  by 
the  connequeuces,  and  that  very  remark- 
able confirmation  that  PoweU  had  been  in 
the  confidence  of  the  Chartists  and  had  at 
least  knowledge,  because  he  says — 
•*  I  forgot  to  add  that  we  were  betrayed  by  a 
Chartist  of  the  name  of  Johnson,  whose  real 
name  is  Powell.** 

That  confirmation  of  PowelVa  story  you 
heard,  and  at  the  same  time  he  says  that 
his  neck  was  in  danger — that  you  have 
stated  in  that  letter  in  his  own  hand- 
writing, found  upon  his  person  on  the 
20th  of  August.  You  have  also  l)efore 
you  his  reply  to  the  magistrate  at  Bow 
Street,  relating  rather  to  the  motive 
which  had  guided  his  conduct,  as  I  un- 
derstand his  words,  than  any  denial  that 
his  conduct  had  been  such  as  the  wit- 
nesses have  imputed  to  him.  He  does 
not  say  that  their  statement  was  untrue, 
but  that  his  motive  was  as  an  Irish 
Nationalist  and  not  as  an  English 
factionint. 

All  that  the  learned  counsel  for  the 
prisoner  has  urged  about  the  condact  of 
the  Government,  the  conduct  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  conduct  of  the  police 
is  irrelevant.  The  only  question  is,  has 
the  evidence  of  the  overt  acts  satisfied 
you  of  the  intention  to  make  an  insurrec- 
tion or  to  depose  the  Queen. 

Verdict.    Guilty  on  the  second  count. 

For  sentence  see  below,  p.  477. 

During  the  absence  of  the  jury  Kenealy 
stated  that  the  applications  as  to  reading 
over  the  jury  panel,  and  examining  jurors 
on  the  voir  dire  which  had  been  refused 
in  this  case  had  been  granted  in  the  next 
case  (see  below,  p.  467),  and  applied  that 
such  refusals  should  be  placed  on  the 
record. 

Williams,  J.,  in  the  absence  of  Erle,  J., 
stated  that  he  had  not  understood  KeneaJy 
to  apply  to  have  the  jury  panel  read  ovor  j 
as  to  the  second  point,  instead  of  challong- 
ing,  the  learned  counsel  had  contended 
for  the  right  to  examine  a  juryman  before 
he  was  sworn — a  totally  different  thing. 

Materials  made  use  or. — The  above 
report  is  abridged  from  Mr.  Gwney^a 
shorthand  notes  pieserved  at  the  Trea- 
sury. The  evidence  is  taken  from  the 
Sessions  Papers  of  the  Central  Criminal 
Court.  The  report  in  3  Cox  CO.  609  has, 
also,  been  referred  to. 
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THE  QUEEN  against  CUFFEY  and  OTHERS. 

William  Cuffey,  Thomas  Fay,  and  William  Lacy  for  Treason 
Felony  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  before  Platt,  B.,  and 
Williams,  J.,  September  25,  1848,  and  the  following  days. 
(Exported  in  3  Cox  C.C.  517.) 

Indictment  and  evidence,  as  in  the  preceding  case. — Verdict,  **  Gailtj." 
Ruled  by  Platt,  B.,  and  Williahs,  J. — 

1.  Time  for  challengiug -^  Reading  over  Panel — Challenge  for  favour— Examination  of  Juror. 

No  challenge  can  be  made  until  a  full  jurj  has  appeared  in  the  box. 

The  panel  may  be  read  over,  by  leave  of  the  Court,  before  the  jury  are  sirom. 

On  a  challenge  to  the  favour,  that  the  juror  did  not  stand  indifferent,  triers  having  been 
appointed — Held,  that  the  juror  could  not  be  asked  if  he  had  been  a  Special  Constabk) 
during  the  recent  disturbances,  but  might  be  asked  if  he  had  expressed  any  opinion 
as  to  the  result  of  the  trial. 

2.  Evidence, —  Treason  Felony,  where  overt  act  conspiracy, {a) 

On  an  indictment  under  II  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.  for  feloniously  compassing,  &c.,  where  the 
ov«*rt  act  charged  was  conspiracy — Held,  that,  as  in  other  cases  of  conspiracy,  it  was 
competent  to  go  into  general  evidence  of  the  nature  of  the  conspiracy  before  showing 
that  the  defendants  were  parties  to  it,  in  order  to  prove  the  conspiracy ;  and  then  to 
implicate  the  defendants  by  the  part  they  took  subsequently. 

Evidence  having  been  given  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  conspiracy,  bodies  of  armed  men 
were  to  assemble  on  a  certain  night  in  different  parts  of  London,  evidence  that  a  body 
of  armed  men  ansembled  on  the  night  in  question  held  admissible,  without  showing 
otherwise  that  they  were  connected  with  the  conspiracy. 

(a)  See  Reg,  v.  Mulcahy,  L.  R.  3.  H.  L.  306. 


The  jury  having  retired  in  the  last  case, 
William  Cuffey^  Thomas  Fay,  William 
Lacy,  and  George  B,  Mullins  were  brought 
np,  and  pleaded  **  Not  Guilty  "  to  an  in- 
dictment in  the  same  terms  as  in  Dowling'a 
case. 

Cvffey :  I  demand  a  fair  trial  by  a  jury  of 
my  peers  in  accordance  with  Magna 
Carta. 

Counsel  for  the  Crown :  The  Attorney- 
General  (/ertn*),(o)  Welsby,  Bodkin,  and 
Clerk, 

Counsel  for  the  prisoners :  Huddleston,(h) 
Ballantine,  and  Metcalfe  for  Cuffey  and 
ijocy ;  Parry  for  Fay, 

The  prisoner  Mullins  was  put  back. 

The  Clerk  of  Arraigns  proceeded  to  read 
names  from  the  jury  panel  in  order  to 
form  a  jury. 

The  name  of  Charles  Brooks,  druggist, 
hnring  been  called, 

Bauantine  appled  that  he  should  be 
sworn  on  the  voir  dire  without  a  cause  of 
challenge  being  first  stated,  as  required 
by  Erle,  J.,  lu  the  preceding  case,  and 
cited  Co.  Lit.  1686— 

*'If  the  cause  of  challenge  touch  the  dis* 
honour  or  discredit  of  the  juror,  he  shall  not  be 
examined  upon  his  oath,  but  in  other  rases  he 
shall  be  examined  upon  his  oath  to  inform  the 
triers."       

(o)  Afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  C.  P. 
/  5)  y,  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer. 


No  reflection  is  now  intended  on.  the 
honour  or  credit  of  the  jui  or. 

Huddletion  and  Metcalfe  for  Cuffey: 
This  is  a  challenge  on  the  ground  of 
favour.    Chitty  says,  1  Cr.  L.  650— 

"They  may  also  examine  the  juryman 
challenged  upon  his  voir  dire  veritatem  dieere  as 
to  the  leaning  of  his  own  affections  and  the 
sufficiency  of  his  own  estate." 

Margrave  also  says,  Co.  Lit.  1686 — 
**  As  a  witness  is  sworn  on  a  voir  dire  to  try 
an  objection  as  to  his  competency  to  give  evi- 
dence, so  a  juror  may  be  sworn  in  like  manner 
to  try  the  cause  of  challenge." 

He  refers  to  Franeia's  case  (a)  and  Town* 
ley*s  case.(6)  In  the  latter  the  prisoner 
applied  to  have  the  panel  read  over  once, 
which  was  granted,  and  then  asked  each 
juror,  as  he  was  called,  if  he  was  a  free- 
holder. 

Metcalfe:  Dickenson,  Quarter  Sessions 
p.  606,  says — 

"  As  to  the  chtillenges  for  suspicion  of  favour, 
although  a  juror  has  not  given  apparent  marks 
of  partiality,  yet  there  may  be  sufficient  reason 
to  suspect  he  may  be  more  favourable  to  one 
side  than  the  other,  and  this  is  reason  for  a 
challenge  to  the  favour." 

When  we  challenge  for  favour  we  are 
entitled  to  have  triers  appointed. 

(a)  15  St.  Tr.  897. 
(A)  Fost.  Cr.  L.  7. 
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Parry  for  Fay :  The  prisoner  is  entitled 
to  have  the  panel  read  over.  In  Bac. 
Abr.  tit,  **  Jnrors**  F.,  it  is  said — 

"  In  capital  cases  the  sheriff  returns  the  panel 
of  the  jury,  who  being  called  aiid  appearing t 
the  prisoners  are  told  hy  the  clerk  that  these 
good  men  now  called  and  appearing  are  to  pass 
upon  their  lives  and  deaths ;  therefore,  if  fhey 
wll  pass  any  of  them,  they  are  to  do  it  hefore 
they  are  sworu,  and  if  no  challenge  hinder, 
the  jury  are  commanded  to  look  on  the  prisoners, 
and  then  severally  twelve  of  them,  neither  more 
nor  less,  are  sworn.'* 

AUomey^Oeneral :  The  practice  of  this 
Court  is  that  the  panel  is  always  called 
over  at  the  beginning  of  the  Sessions,  and 
the  names  of  those  who  do  appear  are 
ticked  off.  Every  prisoner  who  chooses 
may  be  here  then.  The  jurors  are  taken 
by  ballot. 

A  challenge  for  favoor  must  be  such 
as  to  satisfy  the  Court  in  point  of  form, 
so  that  the  prosecutor  may  demur  or 
counter- plead,  and  that  it  may  be  put 
upon  the  record. 

Ballantine :  The  reading  over  of  the 
panel  at  the  beginning  of  the  Sessions  in 
tbe  absence  of  the  prisoners  is  not  enough. 
Our  challenge  is  for  favour,  that  he  does 
not  stand  indifferent.  There  is  nothing 
to  his  discredit,  or  affecting  his  reputa- 
tion. It  arises  from  the  peculiarity  of  the 
times  and  circumstances  under  which  the 
trial  takes  place. 

Platt,  B.  :  In  Rex  v.  Edmonds, {a) 
AhboU,  O.J.  says— 

**  It  is  at!  established  nile  as  to  proceedings 
of  this  kind  that  no  challenge  either  to  the 
array  or  to  the  polls  can  be  taken,  until  a  fall 
jury  shall  have  appeared ;  and  if  twelve  of  those 
named  in  the  original  panel  do  not  appear,  a 
iales  must  be  prayed,  and  the  appearance  of 
twelve  obtained  before  any  challenge  be  made." 

Therefore  until  you  have  got  twelve 
men  into  the  box,  tne  objections  that  you 
are  seeking  to  make  cannot  be  made. 

The  Clerk  of  Arraigns  ihen  called  twelve 
jurymen  from  the  panel,  and  on  their 
appearance  called  on  the  prisoners  to 
make  objection  in  the  usual  form. 

Htuldleston  again  applied  to  have  the 
jury  panel  read  over,  and  cited  2  Hawk, 
P.O.  c.  43.  s.  4— 

•*  before  any  juryman  is  brought  to  the  book,(6) 
the  prisoner,  by  leave  of  the  Court,  may  have 
the  whole  panel  once  called  over  in  his  hearing, 
that  he  may  take  notice  who  do,  and  who  do 
not  appear,  in  order  the  better  to  enable  him  to 
take  his  challenges." 

This  was  done  by  order  of  the  Court, 
the    Attorney 'General  not    opposing,    in 

(a)  4  B  &  Aid.  472. 

(6)  According  to  the  ancient  practice  an 
open  Bible  was  placed  in  court  to  which  the 
jurors  were  called  up  in  succtssion  to  be  sworn. 


Townley's  ca<?e,(a)  and  also  in  Layer's 
ca6e,(2»)  after  a  much  longer  debate  than 
the  matter  deserved. 

Platt,  B.  :  I  do  not  understand  you  to 
oppose,  Mr.  Attorney,  except  on  the  ground 
of  precedent. 

Attorney- General :  No,  ray  lord,  not  if 
it  is  undei*8tood  to  be  by  consent. 

Platt,  B.  :  Be  it  so. 

The  panel  was  accordingly  read  over. 

Ballantine  having  stated  that  the  pri- 
soners intended  to  sever  in  their  chal- 
lenges, the  Attorney- Genei'dl  said  he  would 
take  the  case  of  Cvffey  first. 

Ballantine  for  Cuffey  then  challenged 
John  Bickworih — 

**  for  that  the  said  J.  P.  does  not  stand  indifferent 
between  the  Crown  and  the  prisoner." 

The  Attorney'General  proposed  to  demur 
to  the  above  challenge  as  bad  in  law,  but 
afterwards  stated  that  he  preferred  to  join 
issue. 

Two  triers  were  then  sworn,  one  a 
juryman  previously  sworn  without  objec- 
tion, and  the  other  selected  by  the  learned 


The  juror,  John  Pichworth,  of  6,  Gilbert 
Street,  Oxford  Street,  butcher,  was  then 
sworn  on  the  voir  dire. 

Ballantine :  During  the  recent  disturb- 
ances, have  you  acted  as  a  special  con« 
stable  ? 

The  Attorney- General  objected  to  this 
question  as  being  one  totally  irrelevimt. 

Ballantine :  This  question  is  allowable, 
for  it  does  not  touch  the  honour  or  credit 
of  the  witness. 

Platt,  B.  :  It  is  a  question  which  Las 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  issue,  and 
I  cannot  all(Av  it  to  be  put. 

Ballantine  {to  the  juror) :  Have  you 
ever  expressed  any  opinion  as  to  the  guilt 
of  the  prisoners  P — No. 

Ballantine  withdrew  the  objection,  and 
the  triers  found  the  juror  was  indifferent. 

Ballantine  challenged  several  of  the 
other  jurors  for  favour ;  and  after  triers 
had  been  appointed,  asked  if  they  ha.d 
expressed  any  opinion  as  to  the  result  of 
the  trial.  One  juror  answered  that  since 
he  had  been  in  Court  he  had  expressed 
his  opinion  that  the  prisoners  ought  to  Le 
hung.  He  was  withdrawn.  In  the  other 
cases  the  triers  found  against  the  chal- 
lenges. 

A  full  jury  having  been  sworn,  Parry 
stated  that  the  prisoners  no  longer  wished 
to  sever  in  their  challenges. 

Attorney- General:  The  jury  have*  been 
sworn  to  try  Cuffey. 

Platt,  B.  :  There  is  no  charge  to  them 
yet. 

The  jury  in  the  box  were  again  sworn. 

(a)  Fost.  Or.  L.  7.  " 

(6)  16  St.  Tr.  93. 
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Cuffey  objected  that  the  jurors  were  not 
his  equals,  as  he  was  a  joamejman 
mechanic. 

Platt,  B.  :  Very  well,  you  have  made 
your  objection. 

Ballantine :  You  ranst  leave  it  to  us. 

The  Attorney- General  having  addressed 
the  jury,  evidence  was  given  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding case,  that  the  prisoners,  from  July 
20th  to  August  16th,  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  attending  meeting  where  plans  for 
securing  the  **  People^s  Charter  *  and  the 
**  Bepeal  of  the  Union  '*  were  suggested 
and  organised ;  that  the  prisoners  took  a 
prominent  part  at  such  meetings ;  that 
large  bodies  of  men  were  formed  into 
societies,  with  class  leaders,  wardens, 
delegates,  &c. ;  that  some  of  the  members 
of  Buch  societies  were  selected  and  or- 
ganized as  fighting-men,  others  were 
instructed  in  erecting  barricades,  firing 
houses,  and  scattering  grenades  ;  that  an 
attempt  at  insurrection  was  to  be  made  in 
the  night  of  the  16th  of  August ;  and  that 
on  that  night  a  g^eat  number  of  the  con> 
spirators  were  found  at  the  several  places 
of  meeting  previously  marked,  provided 
with  arms  and  combustible  materials. 

The  witness  Powell  having  spoken  to 
varions  meetings  between  July  28  and 
August  15  connecting  the  prisoners  with 
the  conspiracy,  was  questioned  as  to  an 
earlier  meeting  on  July  20  at  the  **  Bb'ck 
Jack,**  at  which  none  of  the  prisoners 
were  present.  At  that  meeting  he  was 
asked  for  his  credentials,  and  produced  a 
leaf  of  a  book  which  had  been  given  him 
by  a  man  named  Bezer,  In  giving  it  to 
him  Bezer  made  a  statement.  Paynes  the 
chairman  of  that  meeting,  compared  the 
leaf  with  a  book  which  he  had  in  his  hand, 
and  upon  that  the  witness  was  ad*nitted. 
Powell  was  now  asked  what  Bezer  said  to 
him  when  he  gave  him  the  leaf,  and  ali^o 
what  took  place  at  the  meeting  at  the 
"  Black  Jack." 

Ballantine :  It  has  not  been  shown  that 
the  prisoners  were  implicated  in  the  com- 
mon design  on  July  20th,  and  therefore 
they  are  not  answerable  for  the  conduct 
of  other  parties  at  that  date.  It  was  mled 
in  the  last  case  that  the  statement  of 
Bezer  could  not  be  gone  into. 

Bodkin:  Inconsequence  of  that  ruling 
we  have  changed  the  order  of  the  evidence. 
Erie,  J.,  mled  that  we  had  not  laid 
sufficient  foundation  for  the  qnesiion. 
We  have  now  shown  that  the  prisoners 
were  afterwards  connected  with  the  con- 
spiracy. 

Platt,  B.  :  Ought  we  not  to  have  evi- 
dence that  these  three  parties  formed  a 
part  of  the  conspiracy  before  yon  can 
make  the  evidence  of  any  one  evidence 
against  the  rest  ? 

Attom^-y- General  :  This  evidence  would 


at  least  be  admissible  to  show  how  this 
witness  became  a  member  of  the  society, 
but  I  shall  contend  that  it  is  admissible 
on  general  principles  against  these  de- 
fendants, as  proving  the  conspiracy.  Both 
the  prisoners  and  Bezer  are  snown  to  have 
been  parties  to  the  conspiracy  at  a  later 
date. 

Ballantine :  This  is  not  a  charge  of  con- 
spiracy, but  of  felony.  If  these  defendants 
were  indicted  for  a  larceny,  could  it  be  con- 
tended that  conversations  had,  long  before 
the  ofi*ence  was  committed,  with  persons 
alleged  to  be  implicated  in  the  transac- 
tion, would  be  admissible  against  them  P 

Parry  followed. 

Attorney  -  General:  This  is  a  felony 
based  upon  a  conspiracy.  The  charge  is 
one  of  compassing  and  intending  to 
depose  the  Queen,  &c.,  and  of  declaring 
such  compassing,  d^c,  by  certain  overt 
acts;  here,  assembling,  conspiring,  &c. 
The  overt  acts  do  not  of  themselves  con- 
stitute the  ofi*ence,  they  are  only  evi- 
dence of  the  compassing.  If  several  per- 
sons conspired  to  commit  a  felony,  such 
as  larceny,  a  man  who  came  in  at  the 
eleventh  hour  and  joined  in  the  commis- 
sion of  the  offence  would  be  responsible 
for  what  they  had  previously  done,  for  he 
would  have  adopted  it  by  his  subsequent 
conduct.  In  conspiracy,  where  a  man  stops 
short  at  the  moment  of  commission,  you 
can  only  convict  him  by  showing  he  was 
a  party  to  maturing  the  plan. 

Platt,  B.  :  But  that  arises  from  the  rule 
that  in  misdemeanors  all  are  principals. 

Williams,  J. :  The  reason  why,  in  a 
conspiracy,  you  admit  evidence  of  the 
acts  and  observations  of  others  is,  that 
those  others  are  agents;  but  how  is  it 
the  act  of  an  agent  when  the  party  is  not 
at  the  time  involved  in  the  conspiracy  P 

Attorney •  General  i  The  rule  of  law  is 
precisely  the  same  as  to  evidence,  whether 
the  charge  be  felony  or  misdemeanor. 
The  crime  is  difi(Brent,  but  there  is  no 
difference  as  to  the  proof.  In  felony  all 
are  principals  for  the  purposes  of  proof, 
and  you  may  give  evidence  of  the  acts 
of  the  parties  where  there  is  a  common  de- 
sign, tnough  some  of  them  have  stopped 
short  of  committing  the  very  acts 
charged.  This  is  a  conspiracy — a  feloni- 
ous conspiracy— and  the  rules  relating  to 
conspiracy  must  govern  this  case.  If  it 
can  be  proved  that  the  defendants  were 
parties  to  it,  the  ordinary  rule  is  applicable 
to  the  acts  and  declarations  of  other  con- 
spirators, whether  they  occurred  before 
or  after  the  time  when  the  defendants 
joined  it. 

WeUhy  and  Bodkin,  on  the  same  side : 
The  substantive  charge  in  the  indict- 
ment is  that  of  compassing  and  intending, 
Ac.    The  overt  acts  laid  are  the  assem- 
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bling,  moeting,  and  conspiring.  The 
charge  is  an  act  of  the  mind  to  be  evi- 
denced by  the  overt  acts  alleged;  and 
this  being  so,  precisely  the  same  rules 
are  applicable  as  in  cases  of  conspiracy 
and  treason  where  the  principle  and 
natore  of  the  charge  are  precisely  the 
same.  Now,  in  Beg.  v.  Lard  Orey,(a)  it  is 
laid  down — 

"  Tliat  every  person  concerned  in  any  of  the 
criminal  parts  of  the  tcansactiou  alleged  as  a 
eonspiracy  may  be  found  guilty,  though  there 
be  no  evidence  that  such  persons  joined  in  con- 
certing the  plan,  or  that  they  ever  met  the 
others,  and  though  it  is  probable  they  never 
did,  and  though  some  of  them  only  join  in  the 
latter  parts  of  the  transaction,  and  probably  did 
not  know  of  the  matter  until  some  of  the  prior 
parts  of  the  transaction  were  complete." 

That  rule  is  adopted  in  Beg.  v.  Mur- 
phy,(b)  in  Leigh*8  Ctt8e,(c)  on  Machlin*$ 
prosecution  for  a  conspiracy  to  drive  him 
from  the  stage.  So  in  Beg.  v.  Hammond 
and  Webb,(d)  the  indictment  charged 
the  defendants,  who  were  journeyman 
shoemakers,  with  a  conspiracy  to  raise 
their  wages,  and  evidence  was  offered  on 
the  part  of  the  prosecution  of  a  plan 
for  a  combination  among  the  journeymen 
shoemakers,  formed  and  printed  several 
years  before,  regulating  their  meetings, 
subscriptions,  and  other  matters,  for  their 
mutual  government  in  forwarding  their 
designs.  This  evidence  was  objected  to ; 
but  Kenyon,  L.C.  J.,  said  that,  if  a  general 
conspiracy  existed,  general  cvidence|might 
be  given  of  its  nature  and  the  conduct  of 
its  members,  so  as  to  implicate  men  who 
stood  charged  with  acting  upon  the  terms 
of  it  years  after  those  terms  had  been 
established,  and  who  might  reside  at  a 
great  distance  from  the  place  where  the 
general  plan  was  carried  on. 

So  in  Beg.  v.  Frost, (e)  where  a  party 
met  which  was  joined  by  the  prisoner 
the  next  day,  it  was  held  that  directions 
given  by  one  of  the  party  on  the  day  of 
their  meeting  as  to  where  they  were  to  go, 
and  for  what  purpose,  were  admissible, 
and  the  oaee  was  said  to  fall  within  Beg. 
T.  Hunty{  f )  where  evidence  of  drilling  at  a 
different  place  two  days  before,  and  hiss- 
ing an  oonoxious  person,  was  held  re- 
ceivable. The  first  thing  to  be  proved  is 
the  conspiracy ;  then  the  defendants  must 
be  connected  with  it;  and,  when  this  is 
done,  the  acts  and  declarations  of  any 
other  conspirators,  made  at  whatever 
time,  are  admissible. 

(o)  9  St.  Tr.  127. 
(6)  8  C.  &  P.  ^97. 

(c)   2  Macually's  Evidence,  634,  citing  MS. 
report ;  see,  also,  I  C.  &  K.  :^8n. 
Of)  aEsp.  718. 

(e)  4  St.  Tr.  N.8.  243  ;  9  C.  &  P.  129. 
(/)  1  St.  Tr.  N.S.  491  ;  3  B.  &  Aid.  566. 


Platt,  B.  :  Your  argument  is,  that  the 
charge  being  an  act  of  the  mind,  estab- 
lished in  the  indictment  by  certain  overt 
acts,  one  of  those  acts  is  a  conspirital  act, 
and  must  lead  to  the  same  evidence  that 
applies  to  a  conspiracy. 

^allaniine:  The  Attorney- General  has 
treated  the  case  as  though  »  compassing 
was  precisely  the  same  as  a  conspiracy ; 
but  it  is  very  different.  There  must  be 
two  persons  at  least  in  a  conspiracy. 
Under  this  Act  one  may  be  tried  for  a 
compassing.  One  of  the  wert  acts 
charged  is  no  doubt  a  conspiracy ;  but  the 
basis  of  the  offence  was  an  act  of  felony  ; 
it  might  be  an  act  committed  by  one  in- 
dividual or  by  several  at  the  same  time  ; 
but  if  committed  bv  several  at  different 
times  one  only  could  be  charged  as  prin- 
cipal, and  the  rest  would  be  accessories 
either  before  or  after  the  fact.  Suppose 
that  at  any  meeting,  these  prisoners, 
being  present,  compassed  to  levy  war 
against  the  Queen,  the  offence  would  bo 
complete,  and  the  Attorney- General  would 
be  estopped  from  giving  evidence  of  com- 
passing upon  any  subsequent  occasion, 
upon  the  principle  that  no  two  separate 
and  distinct  felonies  can  be  included  in 
one  indictment;  this  shows  how  neces- 
sary it  is  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  basis  of 
this  charge  is  a  felony  and  not  a  conspi- 
racy, and  that  evidence  other  than  such 
as  is  applicable  to  cases  of  felony  cannot 
be  given  against  these  defendants.  If 
they  are  proved  to  have  met  and  com- 
passed on  1st  of  August,  anything  done 
subsequently  would  be  evidence  to  explain 
that  act ;  but  what  was  done  by  others  on 
the  20th  of  July  could  have  no  bearing  on 
the  question  oi  whether  felony  was  com- 
mitted twelve  days  afterwards.  If  what' 
took  place  on  the  20th  of  July  was  broui^ht 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  defendants  after- 
wards, and  they  assented  to  ir,  then  there 
might  be  little  ground  for  the  evidence  ; 
but  merely  joining  the  conspiracy  at  a 
subsequent  time  is  no  presumption  that 
all  previous  matters  were  communicated 
to  them.  It  is  incumbent  on  the  prosecu- 
tion affirmatively  to  show  that  such  commu- 
nication was  made  and  its  terms  adopted. 

Parry  followed.  An  overt  act  might 
explain  the  intention  of  persons  charged, 
but  the  overt  acts  of  others  occuning 
before  the  prisoners  knew  anything  of  the 
conspiracy,  acts  which,  if  they  had  known, 
they  might  have  dissented  from,  can 
form  no  subject-matter  for  the  jury  to 
deliberate  upon.  Slight  evidence  of  adop- 
tion might  have  rendered  the  evidence 
admissible,  but  here  there  is  none  at  all. 

The  Attorney-  General  referred  to  Beg.  v. 
Fro8t.{a)    There  this  point  was  virtually 

(a)  4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  243-6 ;  9  C.  &  P.  129. 
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decided  :  a  witness  was  called  to  prove  he 
HI  as  with  a  party  at  a  Chartist  lodge  on 
the  2nd  of  November,  when  a  person 
named  Reed  gave  them  directions  to  go  to 
Newport  on  the  following  night.  The 
witness  did  not  see  the  prisoner  until  he 
was  on  his  march  to  Newport  on  the  4th. 
Serjeant  Ludlow,  for  the  Crown,  proposed 
to  ask  the  witness  what  Reed  said  as  to 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  to  go  to 
Newport.  Sir  F.  Pollock  and  Kelly^  for 
the  prisoners,  contended  that  directions 
given  in  the  absence  of  the  priaoners 
cou'd  not  be  evidence  against  them. 
Reed  was  not  upon  his  trial,  and  what  he 
said  on  this  occasion  was  said  before  the 
prisoners  had  joined  the  scheme,  but 
Tindal,  C.J.,  received  the  evidence.  He 
said,  *'  I  think  it  admissible ;  the  effect  of 
it  is  quite  another  thing."  Williams,  J., 
observed  that,  "  although  the  question 
was  not  without  difficulty,  he  thought 
the  evidence  ought  to  be  received  in 
accordance  with  what  had  been  done  in 
previous  cases."  He  cited  Reg.  v. 
ffunt,(a)  which  came  before  the  Qacen*s 
Bench  on  the  question  how  far  Mr.  Hunt 
could  be  affected  bi  the  conduct  of  other 
parties  two  days  before  the  meeting  at 
Manchester  (Mr.  Hunt  having  made  his 
first  appearance  at  that  meeting),  it  was 
held  that  evidence  of  drilling  at  a  differ- 
ent place  two  days  before,  and  hissing  an 
obnoxious  person,  was  receivable. 

Parry:  No  doubt  Frost  was  proved  to 
have  been  a  party  to  the  conspiracy  long 
before. 

Platt,  B.  :  The  report  does  not  say  so, 
and  the  argument  seems  to  assnme  the 
contrary. 

Ballantine:  In  that  veiy  case  Mr.  Barer 
Parke  says — 

"  One  course  in  canes  of  conspiracy  is  to  prove 
the  acts  of  other  parties  to  the  conspiracy,  and 
thus  prove  the  conspiracy,  and  then  that  tbe 
party  charged  adopted  those  acts.** 

That  is  the  course  assumed  to  be  taken, 
but  one  main  point  is  left  out,  namely, 
that  there  is  not  a  tittle  of  evidence  here 
to  prove  the  adoption. 

rLATT,  B. :  But  is  not  the  question  of 
adoption  for  the  jury  ? 

BaWmiine :  No  doubt  it  is  if  any  evi- 
dence is  given  from  which  adoption  may  be 
inferred,  but  here  there  is  none.  Besides, 
that  case  was  one  of  treason;  this  is  a 
case  of  felony ;  and  as  has  been  before 
observed,  the  rnles  that  govim  evidence 
in  conspiracy  and  treason  totally  differ 
from  those  applicable  to  felony. 

Plait,  B.  :  it  appears  to  tbe  Court  that 
the  examination  may  be  proceeded  with, 
upon  the  ground  that  it  is  competent  to 

(a)  1  St.  lY.  N.S.  491  ;  3  B.  &  Aid.  566. 
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the  parties  who  intend  to  prove  a  con- 
spiracy to  exist,  either  as  a  primary 
charge  or  a  secondary  one,  to  go  into 
general  evidence  of  the  nature  of  the 
combination  between  the  persona  who 
may  be  assembled  together,  although  the 
particular  defendant  was  not  of  the 
number  originally  congregated.  It  falls 
precisely  within  the  doctrine  laid  down 
in  Frost* s  case,  and,  although  the  word 
'*  adopted  **  is  there  used,  it  is  a  question 
for  the  jury  hereafter  to  say  whether  that 
which  took  place  at  this  meeting  was 
subsequently  adopted  by  the  several 
prisonerR.  In  an  indictment  for  con- 
spiracy it  is  difficult  to  prove  the  defend- 
ants* privity  without  first  proving  the  con- 
spiracy, and  the  parties  may,  therefore, 
go  into  general  evidence  of  it  first,  and 
then  implicate  the  defendants  by  the  part 
that  they  took  on  a  subsequent  occasion. 
If  it  may  be  done  in  those  cases,  it  seems 
to  me  that,  a  fortiori,  it  may  be  done  in 
this. 

Williams,  J.:  One  principle  usually 
governs  cases  of  conspiracy.  Aft<er  the 
conspiracy  of  which  the  defendant  is  a 
member  is  shown  to  exist,  the  acts  of  co- 
conspirators, done  in  his  absence,  are  to 
be  taken  as  his  acts,  beranse  tliey  are  the 
acts  of  his  agents.  I  think  the  evidence 
is  admissible,  because  it  is  charged  that 
the  prisoners  joined  a  certain  confederacy. 
That  is  charged  as  one  of  the  overt  acts 
by  which  only  their  intention  is  declared, 
and  therefore  it  is  part  of  the  offence 
charged.  That  being  so,  it  is  competent 
to  the  Crown  to  give  a  general  history  of 
the  nature  of  the  confederacy,  provided, 
primd  facto,  it  is  shown  that  it  was  joined 
by  the  prisoners.  It  must  be  a  general 
history  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  that 
confederacy. 

Ballantine  requested  their  lordships  to 
reserve  the  point. 

Williams,  J . :  Hunt's  case  is  extremely 
strong  against  you,  and  we  think  we 
ought  not  to  comply  with  your  request. 

Evidence  was  given  that  on  the  evening 
of  the  16th  of  August,  the  time  which 
had  been  hxed  for  the  general  outbreak, 
a  numl>er  of  armed  men  were  found 
assembled  in  a  public  house  in  Webber 
Street.  None  of  the  men  had  been  pre- 
viously connected  by  the  evidence  with 
the  conspiracy,  nor  did  it  appear  that 
the  house  had  ever  been  recognised  as  a 
place  of  meeting. 

Ballantine,  Parnell,  Parry,  a,nd  Metcalfe, 
objected  that  proof  of  what  was  done  at 
til  at  house  could  not  be  adduced.  The 
people  there  were  entirely  isolated  from 
these  transactions.  Not  one  of  them  was 
brought  in  contact  either  with  the  pri- 
soners or  with  any  persons  proved  to  have 
been    a  party   to    the  conspiracy.      The 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


477] 


Tlie  Qween  against  Cuffey  and  others,  1848. 


[478 


object  of  their  meeting  was  entirely  un- 
known. It  might  be  that  they  were 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  getting  up 
some  distinct  conspiracy  of  their  own.  It 
might  be  that  they  were  bnrglai*s  pre- 
paring to  commit  a  midnight  robbery  in 
some  adjoining  street,  and  it  woald  be 
very  nnjast  to  make  the  prisoners  re- 
sponsible for  condact  which  they  had 
never  sanctioned,  and  of  which  they  were 
probably  ignorant.  For  anght  that  ap- 
peared, the  meetings  were  as  distinct  in 
character  as  if  they  had  taken  place 
in  different  quarters  of  the  world. 

Platt,  B.  :  It  seems  to  us  that  this 
evidence  ought  not  to  be  objected  to, 
because,  upon  the  testimony  of  Fowell, 
which  we  must  take  now  to  be  evidence 
ill  the  case,  it  seems  that  upcn  this  night 
there  was  to  be  a  considerable  collection 
of  armed  persons,  and  we  have  at  one  of 
the  meetings  returns  made  by  the  dele- 
gates that  the  number  of  Chartist  fighting 
men  was  as  many  as  5,000.  It  is  not  to 
be  expected  that  a  pvosecator  is  to  prove 
the  secret  communications  between  several 
parties,  all  organised,  in  this  private 
manner,  to  meet  armed  in  different  parts 
of  the  metropolis.  The  value  of  the  evi- 
dence is  a  different  matter.  It  does  not 
certainly  affect  the  prisoners  directly,  but 
it  is  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  it  touches 
them  indirectly  by  establishing  the  iden- 
tity of  motive  of  this  meeting  and  the 
rest. 

The  prisoners  were  all  found  guilty. 

Sentknces. 

The  prisoner  Willia^m  Bowling  was 
placed  at  the  bar  together  with  the  other 
prisoners. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns  inquired  of  the 
prisoners  in  the  usual  form  what  they  had 
to  say  why  they  should  not  receive  judg- 
ment according  to  law. 

The prieoner  Fay ;  1  say  it  must  be  evi- 
dent to  every  man  in  the  court  hearing 
the  evidence  of  the  man  PoweU  himself, 
that  he  was  oommitting  perjury  from  line 
to  line ;  and  as  to  what  he  stated  in  the 
police  ofiice  when  X  was  taken,  he  contra- 
dicted himself  in  several  points.  I  say  it 
must  be  evident  to  every  man  here  tnat 
be  was  perjuring  himself.  It  is  useless  to 
say  more. 

The  prisoner  Bowling :  I  say  with  re- 
spect to  the  charge  made  against  me,  in 
tne  course  of  this  prosecution,  of  using 
treachery  and  duplicity  towards  the 
Chartists  and  using  them  for  my  own 
ulterior  purposes,  I  never  concealed  my 
opinions  for  a  moment,  or  my  pentiments 
or  objects.  With  respect  to  the  charge  of 
ingratitude,  so  far  as  I  am  personally 
concerned,  I  am  content  simply  to  deny  it. 


I  was  taunted  with  being  false  to  ray 
country  in  my  counsels.  Those  were  the 
very  words  which  were  used.  I  regret 
that  a  gentleman  in  the  hiffh  position  of 
the  Attorney- General  should  nave  had 
recourse  to  falsehood  and  slander  in  order 
to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  jury  against 
a  prisoner.  In  the  humble  part  I  have 
taken  in  this  conflict  I  have  l)een  actuated 
by  no  desire  for  notoriety  or  mart3rrdom, 
as  was  alleged,  nor  by  any  other  desire 
than  to  serve  my  country,  l^yrants  may 
make  laws  to  declare  patriotism  felony, 
and  they  may  puuish  it  as  felony,  but 
they  cannot  make  it  felony.  I  have 
nothing  more  to  say. 

The  prisoner  Lacy:  I  can  say,  my  lord, 
that  I  am  innocent  of  the  charge  made 
against  me.  I  never  took  any  part,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  bring  about  the 
physical  force  movement.  I  approve  of 
the  six  points  of  the  Chai*ter,  and  I  can 
appeal  to  the  great  body  of  the  Chartists, 
that  both  in  public  and  in  private  I  have 
always  recommended  peaceable  means  for 
the  promotion  of  social  and  moral  re- 
form. I  have  been  a  moral  force  Chartist 
for  the  last  seven  years,  and  have  always 
been  known  as  a  man  of  good  moral  cha- 
racter, and  I  can  appeal  to  hundreds  of 
respectable  Chartists  in  London  to  bear 
me  out  in  that. 

The  prisoner  Cuffey :  My  lords,  I  say 
you  ought  not  to  sentence  me,  first,  be- 
cause although  this  has  been  a  long  and 
important  trial,  it  has  not  been  a  fair 
trial,  and  my  request  was  not  complied 
witb  to  have  a  jury  of  my  equals.  But 
the  jury  as  it  is  I  have  no  fault  to  find 
with  ;  I  daresay  they  have  acted  con- 
scientiously. The  next  reason  that  I 
ought  not  to  be  sentenced  is  on  account  of 
the  great  prejudice  that  has  been  rais'^d 
against  me  in  particular,  for  months  past. 
Everybody  that  hears  me  is  convinced 
that  almost  the  whole  press  of  this 
country,  and  even  other  countries,  has 
been  raising  a  prejudice  against  me.  I 
have  been  taunted  by  the  press,  and  it  has 
tried  to  smother  me  with  ridicule,  (a)  and  it 
has  done  everything  in  its  power  to  crush 
me.    I  crave  no  pity.    I  ask  no  mercy. 

The  prisoner  FVy  {with  violence) :   Nor  I. 

The  prigOTKir  Cvffey :  Keep  yourtelf 
cool,  my  boy.  You  will  never  get  through 
your  troubles  if  yon  do  not.     The  press 


(a)  Cf.  the  lines  written  after  thi^  trial  in 
Thackeray's  " Three Cbribtmas  Waits'*  (vol.  18, 
Ballads  and  Tales,  p.  191),  beginning :  — 
"  Ven  this  bad  year  began," 
The  nex  man  said,  saysee, 
**  I  vas  a  journeyman, 

A  taylor  black  and  free ; 
And  my  wife  went  out  and  chaired  about, 
And  my  name's  the  bold  CufiFee." 
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has  strongly  excited  the  middle  class  ' 
against  me ;  therefore  I  did  not  expect  | 
anything  else  except  the  verdict  of  gauty,  | 
right  or  wrong ;  and  instead  of  my  being 

Sitied  I  pity  the  AUomey-  GeneraX  and  the 
overnment  that  they  could  descend  to 
such  means  as  to  raise  up  a  conspiracy 
against  me  by  infamous  and  base  cha- 
racters.    I  should  have  said  *'The  Bpy 
Master-Oenercd"   for    that    is    the    fact. 
The  present  Government  is  now  supported 
oy  a  regular  organized  system  of  espionage 
which  is  a  disgrace  to  this    great  and 
boosted  free   country.      The    locality   to 
which  I  belong  never  approved  of  any 
violence  of  this  sort  and  never  sent  any 
delegates  to  any  snch  meetings,  and  that 
you  will  find  proved  in  the  trials  of  my 
fellow  prisoners  who  have  not  yet  been 
tried.      They  sent  no  dele^tes,  and  con- 
sequently there  were  no  luminaries  nor  fire- 
brands sent  to  Orange  Street  from  that 
locality.      That  is  another  reason  why  I 
should  not  be  sentenced;    that  will   be 
hereafter  proved.     Then  I  have  to  com- 
plain of  the  Whig  manoeuvres  of  keeping 
the  spy  Davis  back  to  the  last  moment 
after  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  read- 
ing the  evidence  in  the  newspaper  and 
seeing  what  was   deposed  to,  and  then 
coming  here  with  a  statement  written  out 
by  the  inspectors  of  police  against  me  and 
filling  up  all  the  discrepancies  in  the  evi- 
dence of  the  principal  spy,  that  miscreant 
with   so  many  aliases,  Fotoell  being  his 
proper  name,  it  seems.      He  had  never 
proved  I  was  a  delegate.      He  had  never 
proved    I  was  elected    on    the    Ulterior 
Committee,  and  he  did  not  state  that  I 
went  out  on  Tuesday  evening  with  the 
Ulterior  Commit  I  ee  and  proposed  the  place 
and  scheme  of    the    intended  outbreak. 
But  then  comes  Davis,  after  he  had  had 
an  opportunity  of  reading  In  the  papers 
the  evidence  that  Powell  had  given,  to 
say  the  time  when  I  was  elected,  as  he 
states,  secretary.      He  states  1  went  out 
with  the  Ulterior  Committee  and  returned 
with  them.      All  this  1  deny.     It  is  most 
gross,   perilous,   and  deurading    to    anv 
Government  to  resort  to  such  means,  and, 
if  my  letters  had  been  read,  it  would  have 
been    proved    that    my    life    has    been 
threatened  months  ago,  and  that  would 
easily  acc(mnt   for    my   having  a  small 
pocket-pistol  at  home  loaded.      I  was  also 
threatened  with  assassination,  and  there- 
fore   1    considered    1   had  a  right,  and 
indeed  every  Englishman  has    a  right, 
according  to  the  old  statute,  to  have  arms, 
and  he  was  to  be  liable  to  punishment,  as 
your  lordship  is  aware,  for  not  prac-tisinc: 
the  use  of  those  arnos.     At  the  same  time  I 
am  aware  that  there  was  an  Act  passed  in 
the  time  of  George  the  Third  for  punish- 
ing people  for  as-embling  to   drill  and 


practise  the  use  of  arms,  but  I  also  know 
that  the  statute  to  which  I  have  alluded 
had  never  been  rescinded.  I  did  attempt 
to  pass  a  pii^tol  to  my  wife,  becaase  I 
knew  what  would  be  made  of  it,  but  it 
was  for  self-defence  I  kept  it.  And  it  has 
been  stated  by  your  lordship  to-day  that 
it  was  very  important  that  these  spies 
should  go  aboat  with  a  brace  of  pistols 
loaded,  because  their  lives  were  in  danger. 
Certainly  I  cannot  conceive  it  is  any 
crime  therefore  in  me  to  have  a  small 
pocket  pistol  at  home.  There  has  been 
an  accusation  made  against  me  likewise 
as  to  my  name  being  mentioned  in  one  of 
the  books  found  at  Lacy^s  about  the  sub- 
scription, about  the  Victim  fund  towards 
defraying  my  expenses  at  this  trial.  It  is 
mentioned,  but  it  is  never  proved  in  that 
book;  nothing  of  the  sort,  my  lord. 
That  is  all  I  need  say  at  present,  except 
that  this  is  no  more  than  what  I  have 
expected  for  some  time.  As  I  certainly 
have  been  an  important  character  in  the 
Chartist  movement,  I  laid  myself  out  for 
something  of  this  sort  from  the  first.  1 
know  that  a  great  many  men  of  good 
moral  character  are  now  suffering  in 
prison  only  for  advocating  the  cause  of 
the  Charter ;  but,  however,  I  do  not  de- 
spair of  its  being  carried  out  yet.  There 
may  be  many  victims.  I  am  not  anxious 
for  martyrdom,  but  I  feel  that,  after  what 
I  have  gone  through  this  week,  I  have  the 
fortitude  to  endure  any  punishment  your 
lordship  can  inflict  upon  me.  I  know  my 
cause  is  good,  and  I  have  a  self-approving 
conscience  that  will  bear  mo  up  again^t 
anything,  a?nd  that  would  bear  me  up 
even  to  the  scaffold ;  therefore  I  think 
I  can  endnre  any  punishment  proudly. 
I  feel  no  disgrace  at  being  called  a  felon. 
As  to  that  Act,  which  your  lordship  bus 
called  attention  to,  which  was  passed  by 
the  legislature  in  the  most  hurried  man- 
ner vpithont  time  for  due  consideration,  I 
am  almost  one  of  the  first  victims  after 
glorious  Mitchel  to  fiall  under  that  Act. 
Any  Act  that  has  been  brought  forward 
for  the  good  of  the  country  has  been  de- 
layed and  great  time  has  been  lost  in 
attending  to  it,  and  indeed  most  of  them 
have  been  thrown  aside  or  put  off  to  the 
next  session ;  but  anything  to  abridge  the 
rights  of  the  working  classes  can  be  passed 
in  a  few  hours.     I  have  done,  my  lords. 

Platt,  B.  :  WiUiam  DowVng,  William 
Lacy,  Thomas  Fay,  and  William  Onffey, 
two  juries  of  your  country,  before  one  of 
whom  was  tried  you,  William  DowIukj, 
and  before  the  other  of  whom  were  tried 
yon,  William  Lacy,  Thom^u  Fay,  and  Wil- 
liam Cufft^,  have  arrived  at  the  only  con- 
clusion that  twelve  upright  and  reason- 
able men  could  have  arrived  at  after  the 
production  of  the  evidence  against  you 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


481] 


The  Qu£en  agaviMt  Ouffey  and  others,  1848. 


[482 


retf>eofciTely.  It  is  qnite  impossible  to 
doubt  that  yon  all  of  yon  demised  and 
intended  to  levy  war  against  the  Qaeen 
and  compel  her  to  alter  her  measures  by 
force  of  arms. 

There  is  no  donbt  as  regards  yon, 
William  Dowling,  for  yon  are  found 
guilty  upon  the  second  count  only,  that 
you  joined  in  the  movement  for  tne  pur- 
pose of  assisting  in  the  dismemberment 
of  the  Empire  by  separating  by  force  of 
arms  Ireland  from  this  country.  And  it 
is  not  for  you,  yoang  man,  and  those  who 
are  in  the  same  condition  as  yourself,  to 
set  up  your  understanding  against  the 
ezperiei;ce  of  mankind  and  a^inst  the 
result  oC  ancient  wisdom.  It  is  not  for 
you  to  say  that  that  which  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  country  has  branded  by  the 
nam')  of  felony  can  be  in  any  way  what 
you  call  patriotism.  Is  it  patriotism,  I 
should  like  to  know,  for  a  numher  of  per- 
sons in  secret  to  combine  to  inflict  misery 
and  wretchedness  and  spoil,  which  was 
evidently  the  object  of  the  course  which 
all  of  you  seemed  to  be  taking  on  the  15th 
of  Augpast  P  Can  any  man  say,  that  has  a 
grain  of  common  sense,  that  proceedings 
of  that  kind  have  anything  to  do  with 
patriotism?  That  the  town  is  to  be  in 
flames,  that  her  Majesty*:}  subjects  are  to 
be  butchered,  that  yon  and  your  com- 
panions are  to  put  down  all  law  and 
authority  and  carry  all  before  you  by 
force  of  arms — is  that  patriotism?  The 
law  sa^s  that  such  proceedings  constitute 
the  crime  of  felony,  and  properly  so  calls 
it;  and  it  is  only  lamentable  that  four 
persons  of  your  apparent  education  and 
qualifications  and  your  apparent  manly 
energy,  and  your  apparent  independence, 
should  be  so  misled  as  to  think  for  an 
instant  that  atrocities  of  this  kind,  which 
strike  at  the  very  root  and  the  safety  of 
society,  can  be  allowed  in  any  Christian 
oonntry. 

The  jury  have  come  to  the  only  conclu- 
sion at  which  they  could  have  arrived. 
No  reasonable  men  could  doubt  for  an 
instant  that,  after  the  scene  of  the  15th  of 
August,  on  the  evening  when  the  ribbons 
were  given  out  and  the  order  of  assem- 
blage for  the  next  night  was  directed, 
jou  and  each  of  you,  when  the  shades  of 
night  were  descended  upon  this  metropo- 
lis, intended  that  a  course  of  burning,  of 
murder  and  of  robbery,  should  surround 
this  unfortunate  city,  if  it  had  been  so 
nnfortunftte  as  that  your  guilty  purposes 
had  not  been  discovered.  That  was  the 
primary  object  you  had  in  view;  and  a 
secondary,  no  doubt,  was  that  you  might 
assume  the  government  of  this  country 
snd  govern  tilings  in  your  own  way.  Is 
this  to  be  endured  ?  And  when  men  are 
brought  within  the  law  and  are  about  to 


answer  for  the  breach  of  it,  to  defy  the 
law  ?  But  yoxLT  defiance  would  make  no 
difibrence  in  the  judgment  of  the  Court, 
and,  if  it  were  possible  to  extend  mercy  to 
any  of  von,  wild  and  insane  as  you  seera 
to  be,  that  mercy  should  be  extended. 

But  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  Comb 
would  be  performing  its  duty  to  the 
country  if,  when  such  offences  as  these 
were  brought  home  to  criminals  such  as 
yourselves,  it  should  pass  on  them  a 
(flight  punishment,  and  should  not  make 
an  example,  a  severe  example,  of  all  those 
who  are  brought  within  the  pale  of  the  law. 

The  sentence  of  the  Court  upon  each  ef 
you  is  that  for  the  offence  of  which  you 
have  b3en  respectively  convicted,  you  be 
transported  beyond  the  seas  to  such  place 
as  her  Majesty,  by  the  advice  of  her 
Privy  Council,  shall  direct  and  appoint, 
for  the  term  of  your  natural  lives. 

Monday,  October  2nd,  1848. 

Joseph  Eiiohie  was  brought  up,  and  by 
the  advice  of  his  counsel,  Parry,  pleaded 
•Mluilty." 

PLA.TT.  B. :  Joseph  Bitohie,  you  have 
pleaded  guilty  to  an  indictment  charging 
you  with  one  of  the  most  serious  crimes 
which  a  member  of  society  or  a  subject  of 
her  Majesty  can  commit.  You  have  de- 
vised and  intended  to  overthrow  by  force 
of  arms  the  Government,  bo  eflfect  by 
force  of  arms  that  which  you  were  too 
impatient  to  obtain  by  constitutional  and 
le^al  means,  if  it  were  proper  to  be  ob- 
tained, and  you  had  placed  yourself  as 
the  captain  of  that  dangerous,  cowardly, 
and  savage  brigade,  the  fire-brigade,  by 
which  this  metropolis  was  to  be  in  flames 
in  the  dead  of  night ;  in  the  course  of 
which  murder,  robbery,  and  every  infamy 
would  have  been  perpetrated  by  the  law- 
less mob  you  thus  would  have  led.  It  is 
impossible  that  you,  who  were  the  leader 
ana  chief  instrument  of  the  mischief  in- 
tended, should  pass  away  from  this  Court 
without  the  severest  punishment  of  the 
law.  Four  men  were  sentenced  on  Satur- 
day last  to  transportation  for  their  natural 
lives,  and  if  they  deserved  that  punish- 
ment, surely  you,  so  willing,  so  daring  an 
instrument  in  their  hands,  are  fitted  for 
that  punishment  too.  The  sentence  of 
the  Court  upon  you  is  that  for  the  offence 
of  which  you  have  admitted  yourself 
guilty,  you  be  transported  beyond  the 
seas  to  such  place  as  her  Majes^,  by  the 
advice  of  her  Privy  Council,  shall  direct 
and  appoint,  for  the  term  of  jour  natural 
life.(a) 


(a)  Dowling,  Cafley,  Fay,  Lacy,  Ritchie,  and 
MuUins  were  transported  8th  August  1849,  and 
received  a  free  pardon  19th  May  1856. 
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After  BUehie  had  pleaded  gailty,  the  WHUam  Poole,  Thomas  Irons,  a&d 
Attomsy-Oenerdl  stated  that,  as  the  leaders  Thamas  Herbert,  not  having  been  found  in 
of  the  conspiracy,  with  the  exception  of  I  arms,  were  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned 
MuUtna,  whose  trial  was  postponed,  had  for  eighteen  months,  and  to  pay  fines  of 
been  dealt  with,  he  was  prepared  to  pro-    101.,  Sec, 

ceed  against  the  other  prisoners  on  indict- I  Fire  other  men  who  pleaded  "Not 
ments  for  conspiracy,  instead  of  on  indict-  ^  Quilty  "  were  allowed  to  enter  into  reoog- 
ments  for  felony  under  11  &  12  Vict,  c.  12.  |  nizances  to  appear  to  take  th^ir  trial  when 

William    Gurney,  Alfred   Able,  James    called  on. 
SnowbaU,  Edward  Scadding,  PhUip  Mar-  \      Mvlliiis  was  tried  and  conyicted  at  the 
tin,  Thomas  Jones,  Oharles  Young,  Henry    following  sessions.(a) 
Argue,  William  Winspeare,  James  Prowton, 
Hwgh  Oonway,  and  Samuel  Morgam  pleaded 

guilty,  and  were   sentenced    to  be    im- ,      M^teeials    kide   usi  oy.— The   above 
prisoned  for  two  years,  to  pay  fines  of   report  is  compiled  from  the  shorthand    . 
lOi.,  and  to  find  sureties  to  keep  ihe  peace,  ,  note  preserved  at  the  Treasury,  and  from 
themselves  in  the  sum  of  20l.,  with  two  |  the  report  in  3  Com  0.0.  517. 

sureties  in   101.,  and  to    be    imprisoned 

until  the  fines  were  paid  and  the  sureties    ~ 

found.  (a)  See  below,  App.  A,  p.  1110. 
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THE  QUEEN   against  GUMMING. 


PROCEEpmOS    IN    THfi    HiGH   CoURT    OF    JUSTICIARY,   EDINBURGH,  ON   AN 

Indictment  against  James  Gumming  for  Treason  Felony  and 
Seditious   Gonspiracy,    November  7,    1848,  Present— The  Lord 

JUSTICE-GlERK>  AND  LORDS  MACKENZIE  AND  MeDWYN;  AND  NOVEM- 
BER 9,  1848,  Present — The  Lord  Justice-Glerk,  and  Lords 
Mackenzie,  Mokcreiff,  Medwyn,  Gockburn,  and  Wood.  (Be- 
ported  in  J.  Shaw,  Justiciary  Reports,  17.)  (a) 

Libel  for  felony  under  the  Treason  Felony  Act,  1848,(6)  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  and  for  con- 
gpiracy  and  sedition  at  common  law. — Held,  in  repelling  objections  to  the  relevancy,  by  Lords 
Mackenzie,  MoncreifT,  Medwyn,  Oockbarn,  and  Wood,  diss.  Lord  Justice-Clerk  (Hope) — 

Libel  for  felony  under  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  as  ^  also,  for  conspiracy  and  sedition  ai  common  law. 

That  the  statute  of  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  making  it  felony  to  compass  to  depose  the 
Qneen,  &c.,  or  to  levy  war  against  the  Queen,  &c.,  and  to  express,  utter,  and  declare 
such  compassing,  by  publishing  any  printing  or  writing,  or  by  open  and  advised  speaking, 
or  by  any  overt  act  or  deed,  did  not  abrogate  the  common  law;  and  that  it  was 
competent  to  libel  the  same  species  facti  in  the  same  libel  as  felony  under  11  &  12 
Vict.  c.  12.,  and  as  conspiracy  and  sedition  at  common  law.(c) 

By  Lord  Justice-Clerk  and  Lords  Mackenzie  and  Medwyn — 

That  in  a  libel  under  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  it  is  competent  to  libel  a  previous  design 

as  evidenced  by  subsequent  overt  acts.(<0 
That  a  libel  for  conspiracy  is  not  bad  for  omitting  to  allege  in  the   minor  that 

the  acts  set  forth  in  support  of  the  charge  had  been  done  in  porsnance  of  the 

conspiracy. 

(a)  See  the  remarks  of  Lord  Justice  General  Inglis  on  this  volume  of  reports,  below,  p.  506. 

(6)  Short  Title  under  the  Short  Titles  Act,  1892.  As  to  11  £c  12  Vict.  c.  12,  see  note  to 
MitcheVs  case,  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  599.  These  were  the  only  proceedings  under  this  Act  in  Scotland, 
until  the  proceedings  against  M'Dermott  and  others  in  December  1883.  See  "  Report  of  the  Trial 
of  the  Dyiiamitards,"  by  Charles  Tennant  Couper.     Edinburgh,  1884. 

(c)  See  Reg.  v.  O'Donndly  below,  p.  638,  707n. 

(/)  See  Beg.^.  Duffy,  below,  p.  795.  ^ 


ThiB  was  a  libel  in  the  High  Court 
of  Justiciary  against  James  Cumming, 
shoemaker,  a  dhartist  residing  in  Edin- 
burgh, charging  bim  with  felony  under 
11  &  12  Vict,  c.  12.,  and  with  conspiracy 
and  sedition  at  conimon  law.  The  pro- 
ceedings on  objection  to  the  relevancy 
are  here  reported.  The  trial  was  not 
farther  proceeded  with,  as  owing  to  the 
yerdict  in  Grant  and  HamilUm^B  case,  re- 
ported below, (a)  which  arose  out  of  the 
same  facts,  the  Court,  on  the  motion  of 
the  Lord  Advocate,  deserted  the  diet,  and 
Oumming  was  released* 

High  Coukt  or  Juoticiaet,  EnmBUBOH. 

Present,  Lobd  Justice-Clebk  and  Lobds 
Mackekzib  and  Medwik. 

(o)  See  below,  p.  507.. 


Novem  her  7th ,  1848. 

James  Gumming,  shoemaker,  residing 
in  Duncan  Street,  Drummond  Place, 
Edinbargh,  was  charged  on  criminal 
letters : — 

Libel  on  Ckiiiii9al  Lbttebs. 

That  albeit,  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  our  reign,  chapter  twelve,  intituled  "  An 
Act  for  the  better  security  of  the  Crown  and 
Government  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  it  is  by 
section  third  of  the  said  Act  enacted,  **  That,  if 
any  person  whatsoever,  after  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  shall,  within  the  United  Kingdom  or  with- 
out, compass,  imagine,  invent,  devise,  or  intend 
to  deprive  or  depose  Our  Most  Gracious  Lady 
the  Queen,  her  heirs  and  successors,  from  the 
style,  honour  or  royal  name  of  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  of  any  other 
of  Uer  Majesty's  dominions  r.nd  countries,  or 

Q  2 
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to  lerj  war  acainst  Her  Maj«>aty,  her  heirs,  or  | 
successors,  within  any  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, in  onler,  by  force  and  constraint,  to  compel 
her  or  them  to  change  her  or  their  measures  or 
counsels,  or  in  order  to  put  any  force  or  eon  • 
ptraint  upon,  or  in  order  t(»  intimidate  or  over- 
awe, both  Houses  or  eith«  r  House  of  Parliament, 
or  to  muTC  or  stir  any  foreigner  or  stranger 
with  force  to  invade  the  United  Kingdom,  or 
any  other  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  or  countries 
under  the  obeisance  of  Her  Majesty,  her  heirs 
and  successors,  and  such  compassings,  imagina- 
tions, inventiouR,  devices,  or  intentions,  or  any 
of  them,  shall  express,  utter,  and  declare,  by 
publishing  any  printing  or  writing,  or  by  open 
aud  advised  speaking,  or  by  any  overt  act  or 
deed,  every  person  so  offending  shall  be  guilty 
of  felony,  and,  being  convicted  thereof,  sball  be 
liable,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  to  be 
transported  beyond  the  seas  for  the  term  of  his 
or  her  natural  life,  or  for  any  term  not  less  than 
seven  years,  or  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term 
not  exceeding  two  years,  with  or  without  hard 
labour,  as  the  Court  shall  direct " ;  and  albeit,  by 
the  laws  of  this  and  of  every  other  well-governed 
Realm,  the  wickedly  and  feloniously  conspiring 
to  effect  an  alteration  of  the  laws  and  constitu- 
tion of  the  Realm  by  force  and  violence,  or  by 
armed  resistance  to  lawful  authority,  as,  also, 
sedition  are  crimes  of  an  heinous  nature,  and 
severely  punishable:  yet  true  it  is  and  of  verity, 
that  the  said  James  Cumming  is  guilty  of  the 
statutory  crime  and  felony  above  libelled,  and 
of  the  crime  of  conspiracy  at  common  law  above 
libelled,  and  of  the  crime  of  sedition  above 
libelled,  or  of  one  or  more  of  the  taid  crimes, 
actor,  or  art  and  part:  In  so  fiir  as,  in  the 
months  of  April,  May,  June,  and  July  1848,  or 
ou  one  or  other  of  them,  the  particular  time 
being  to  the  prosecutor  unknown,  the  said 
James  Cumming  did,  wickedly  and  feloniously, 
compass,  imagine,  invent,  derise.  or  intend  to 
leyy  war  against  us,  within  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  called  ScotUud,  in  order  by 
force  or  constraint  to  compel  us  to  change  our 
moasurea  or  counsels,  or  m  order  to  put  forc« 
and  constraint  upon,  or  in  order  to  intimidate  or 
overawe,  both  Houses  or  either  House  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  such  compassing,  imagination,  inven- 
tion, device,  or  intention,  or  one  or  more  of  them, 
the  said  James  Cumming  did,  on  or  about  the  28th 
of  June  1848,  or  on  one  or  other  of  the  days  of 
that  month,  or  of  May  immediately  preceding, 
or  ot  July  immediately  following,  and  within  or 
near  a  room  or  hall  situated  in  or  near  Infirmary 
Street,  in  or  near  Edinburgh,  commonly  called 
the  Trades'  Hall,  wickedly  and  feloniously,  ex- 
press, utter,  and  declare,  b^  circuUting  or  dis- 
tributing, and  thereby  pnbhshing,  or  causing  to 
be  circulated  or  distributed,  ai^  thereby  pub- 
lished, a  printed  or  written  placard  in  the 
following  or  similar  terms: — 

"National  Guabd. 

*'  A  natum  to  be  free,  requtree  InU  arm»  amd 
a  knowledge  of  their  ute. 

**K  public  meeting  of  the  National  Guard 
will  be  held  in  the  Trades'  Hall,  Infirmary 
Street,  on  Wedneaday,  June  28,  1848,  for  the 
ttantaction  of  important  business.    Doors  open 


at  eight,  chair  to  be  taken  at  half-past  eight. 
The  various  clubs  are  respectfully  invited  to 
attend.  An  opportunity  will  be  given  to  those 
desirous  of  joining. 

"  *  It  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to  have  arms.* — 
Fortescue. 

"  '  It  is  the  right  and  duty  of  all  freemen  to 
htive  arms  of  defence  and  peace.* — Bracton. 

**  *  I  request  you  to  take  care  that  the  people 
be  well  armed  and  in  readiness  upon  all  occa- 
sions.*— Queen  Eliziheth. 

"'To  attack  the  lowest  among  the  people 
is  to  attack  the  whole* people.' — De  Lolme. 

** 'He  is  a  fool  who  knows  not  that  swords 
were  given  to  men  that  none  might  be  slaves, 
but  such  as  know  not  how  to  use  them.* — 
Algernon  Sidney. 

**  One  penny  will  be  charged  at  the  door  to 
defray  expenses. 

"  Alex.  Elder,  Printer,  243,  High  Street." 

and  by  then  and  there  openly  reading  the  said 
placard,  or  causing  the  same  to  be  openly  read 
in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  a  great  number 
of  persons,  all  or  many  of  them  calling  them- 
selves Chartists,  then  and  there  convened  and 
assembled  as  members  of  a  body  calling  itself  a 
Natidbal  Guard,  or  for  the  formation  or  enrol- 
ment of  such  National  Guard ;  and  the  s'lid 
James  Cumming  did,  then  and  there^  his  said 
compassing,  imagination,  invention,  device,  or 
intention,  or  one  or  more  of  then^p  wickedly  and 
feloniously,  further  express,  utter,  and  deelare, 
by  taking  the  chair  and  presiding  over  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  meeting  of  persons  con- 
vened and  assembled  as  aforesaid,  being  mem- 
bers of,  or  met  fi^r  the  formation  or  enrolment 
of,  the  said  National  Guard ;  and  by  then  and 
there,  or  at  some  other  time  within  the  period 
above  libelled,  and  at  some  other  place  to  the 
prosecut<H'  unknown,  joining  the  said  National 
Guard,  and  enrolling  himself  as  a  member,  or 
otherwise  becoming  a  member  thereof;  the  said 
body  calling  itself  a  National  Guard  being,  and 
by  him  known  to  be,  an  illegal  and  disloyal 
body,  formed  or  enrolled  for  the  illegal  and 
disloyal  purposes  of  subverting  by  force  and 
violence  the  laws  and  government  of  the  Realm, 
and  of  compelling  by  force  and  violence  an 
alteration  of  the  Uws  and  constitution  of  the 
Realm,  and  of  procuring  and  using  gum*  and 
pikes  or  other  arms  for  the  levying  of  war  against 
us  within  the  Realm,  as  aforesaid,  in  order  by 
force  or  constraint  to  compel  us  to  change  our 
measures  or  counsels,  and  in  order  to  put  force 
or  constraint  upon,  and  in  order  to  intimidate 
or  overawe,  both  Houses  or  either  House  of 
Parliament,  or  for  one  or  more  of  the  said 
illegal  and  disloyal  purposes ;  and  it  was  within 
the  said  room  or  hall,  and  by  all,  or  one  or 
more,  of  the  said  persons  convened  and  assem- 
bled as  aforesaid,  then  and  there,  openly  pro- 
posed or  resolved  in  presence  and  nearing  of 
the  said  James  Cumming,  and  with  his  sanction 
as  chairman,  that  the  members  of  the  said  bod  j 
calling  itself  the  National  Guard,  should  pro- 
vide themselves  with  guns  and  pikes  or  other 
arms,  and  it  was  intended,  and  by  him  known 
to  be  intended,  to  use  the  said  guns  and  pikes 
or  other  arms,  for  the  illegal  and  disk>yal  pur- 
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poses  aforesaid,  or  one  or  more  of  them ;  and 
an  individaal  then  and  there  present,  whose 
name  is  to  the  prosecnt^or  unknown,  did,  then 
and  there,  and  in  presence  and  hearing  of  the 
said  James  Gumming,  and  with  his  sanction  as 
chairman,  propose  and  undertake  to  furnish  or 
supply  puns,  or  guns  and  bayonets,  to  those 
who  desired  them  ;  and  the  said  James  Gum- 
ming did,  as  chairman  aforesaid,  express  or 
indicate  his  approyal  and  recommendation  of 
such  proposal  and  undertaking,  and  did  state 
from  the  chair  of  the  said  meeting,  that  pikes 
would  be  supplied  to  those  who  preferred  them ; 
and  the  said  James  Gumming  did,  on  or  about 
the  22nd  day  of  July  1848,  or  on  one  or  other 
of  the  days  of  that  month,  and  within  or  near 
the  house  in  Duncan  Street,  Drummond  Place, 
Edinburgh,  then  and  now  or  lately  occupied  by 
him,  or  at  some  other  time  and  place  to  the 
prosecutor  unknown,  his  said  compassing,  im- 
agination, invention,  device,  or  intention,  or  one 
or  more  of  them,  wickedly  and  feloniously, 
further  express,  utter,  and  declare,  by  writing, 
subscribing,  and  addressing,  to  '*Mr.  James 
Smith,  27,  Brunswick  Street,  Glasgow,"  a  letter 
in  the  following  or  similar  terms  : — 

"  Edinburgh,  July  22,  1848, 

"14,  I  )unca^  Street, 

<*  Drummond  Place. 
**  Dbab  Smith, 

"  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  13th, 
and  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  communi- 
cating the  information  desired.  Although  I 
might  have  informed  you  generally  as  to  the 
state  and  spirit  abroad  immediately,  I  deferred 
writing  until  I  could  procure  correct  accounts 
from  the  members  and  officers  of  the  various 
clubs  and  political  bodies  intending  to  arm. 
There  are  a  great  many  dubs,  in  fact  they  are 
springing  up  nightly,  there  is  a  sort  of  club 
mania.  The  following  are  the  names  and  num- 
bers of  the  dubs  which  are  increasing  weekly : — 
Mitchel  Club,  6«  ;  Burn's  Club,  25  ;  Muir  Club, 
200  ;  Baird  and  Hardie  Club,  20;  Gerald  Club, 
26;  O'Connor  Club,  12 ;  Washington  Club,  25 ; 
Emmet  Club,  I  have  not  yet  ascertained  the 
number.  Besides  the  Clubs  there  is  the 
National  Guard  which  numbers  500,  making  a 
total  of  864  men,  besides  the  Emmet  Club.  The 
National  Guard  have  given  an  order  for 
80  muskets  with  bayonets,  but  a  great  many 
have  provided  themselves  with  armn ;  those 
ordered  are  for  those  who  pay  in  weekly  con- 
tributions for  that  purpose.  Some  of  the  Clubs 
have  purchased  a  few  muskets  at  l/.each,  which 
have  been  shown  at  the  meetings.  I  do  not 
know  of  more  than  eight  as  yet ;  out  there  is  an 
arms  fund  in  most  of  the  Clubs,  for  those  who 
are  not  able  to  purchase  them  at  once.  When 
the  Guard  are  supplied  with  the  arms  ordered, 
I  may  safely  say  there  will  be  a  100  armed. 
As  to  the  feeling  which  pervades  the  town,  it  is 
decidedly  warlike  at  the  present  time;  the 
ffeneral  topic  of  conversation  is  arming,  street 
fighting,  &o.  The  Irish  papers,  the  Felon 
particularly,  is  read  with  avidity,  and  hailed 
with  rapture  and  enthusiasm.  Never  since  I 
took  any  part  in  the  movement,  which  is  now 
nearly  20  years,  was  there  such  a  strong  feeling 
of  resistance  to  the  Government    lu  '39  I  was  | 


connected  (sic)  h  defensive  means  association, 
but  the  spirit  evaporated  before  a  single  gun  was 
subscribed  for.  It  is  very  different  now.  The 
desire  to  procure  and  possess  arms  is  gaing  {sic) 
strength  every  day ;  whether  they  would  fight 
or  not  it  is  difficult  to  answer.  I  know  that 
an  Edinburgh  mob  generally  fly  if  they  are 
attacked ;  but  having  arms  and  some  idea  how 
to  make  use  of  them  inspire  confidence.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  how  matters  stand  in  Liverpool 
and  Glasgow  as  soon  as  convenient.  In  the 
meantime, 

*•  I  am,  dear  Sir, 

'*  Yours  siucerely, 

**  J.  CUMMIMO. 

**  Mr.  Jamks  Smith, 
"  Glasgow." 

and  on  the  day,  or  soon  after  the  day  above 
libelled,  as  the  date  of  the  said  letter,  puttiug 
the  said  letter  addressed  as  aforesaid,  or  causing 
the  same  to  be  put,  into  the  Post  Office,  Edin- 
burgh, or  into  one  or  other  of  the  receivbg 
offices  of  tbe  Post  Office,  Edinburgh,  intending 
the  said  letter  to  be  transmitted  to,  and  to  be 
received  by,  James  Smith,  now  or  lately  residing 
in  or  near  Kotton  Row  Street,  Glasgow,  and  now 
or  lately  a  porter  or  servant  in  the  employment 
of  Messrs.  Campbell  &  Cruden,  now  or  lately 
commission  agents  in  or  near  Brunswick  Street 
of  Glasgow,  or  to  be  transmitted  to,  and  re- 
ceived by,  some  other  person  of  the  name  of 
James  Smith  to  the  prosecutor  unknown ;  and 
the  said  letter  having  been  transmitted  through 
the  Post  Office  at  Glasgow,  was,  on  or  about  the 
24th  day  of  July  1848,  delivered  by  mistake  to 
James  Smyth,  writer,  or  writer's  clerk,  sou  of, 
and  now  or  lately  residing  with,  William  Smyth, 
writer,  in  Glasgow,  and  now  or  lately  carrying 
on  business  at  or  near  No.  29,  Brunswick  Place 
or  Brunswick  Street,  Glasgow,  and  now  or  lately 
residing  in  or  near  Abbotsford  Place,  in  or  near 
Glasgow,  instead  of  being  delivered  to  tbe 
person  for  whom  it  was  by  the  said  James 
Cumming  intended;  and  the  said  James 
Cununing  did  write,  subscribe,  address,  and 
transmit  through  the  Post  Office  as  aforesaid,  the 
said  letter,  with  intent  thereby  to  serve  or  pro- 
mote the  said  illegal  and  disloyal  purposes  above 
libelled,  or  one  or  more  of  them,  of  himself  and 
his  associates  in  the  said  illegal  and  disloyal 
body  calling  itself  a  National  Guard. 

LIKE  AS,  in  the  months  of  April,  May,  J  une, 
and  July  1848,  above  libelled,  or  one  or  more  of 
them,  the  particular  time  being  to  the  prose- 
cutor unknown,  and  within  or  near  the  room  or 
hall  situated  in  or  near  C/arruber's  Close,  High 
Street,  Edinburgh,  commonly  called  Painters' 
Hall,  formerly  occupied  as  a  place  of  meeting  by 
the  Edinburgh  Branch  of  the  National  Chartist 
Association,  and  within  or  near  the  premises 
situated  in  or  near  the  High  Street  of  Edinburgh, 
then  and  now  or  lately  occupied  as  the  office  of 
the  North  British  Express  newspaper,  and 
iiithin  or  near  the  room  or  hall  above  libelled  in 
or  near  Infirmary  Street  aforesaid,  and  within 
the  house  in  Duncan  Street,  Drummond  Pluce, 
Edinburgh,  then  and  now  or  lately  occupied  by 
him,  or  in  cne  or  more  of  the  said  places,  or 
at  some  other  time  within  the  period  above 
)ibelled^  aad  al  ■ooia  other  place  to  tbe  proee- 
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cator  unknown,  the  said  James  Camming  did,  | 
wickedly  and  feloniously,  combine  and  conspire  i 
with  Henry  Ranken,  now  or  lately  residing  in  i 
or  near  Bishop's  Close,  High  Street  of  Edin- 
'  burgh ;  Robert  Hamilton,  now  or  lately  residing  I 
in  or  near  Gilmore  Street,  Simon  Square,  Edin- 
burgh; John  Graut,  printer,  now  or  lately  ' 
residing  in  or  near  Munro's  Close,  Canongate,  of  i 
Edinburgh  ;  Archibald  Walker,  now  or  lately  ' 
residing  in  or  near  Bread  Street,  Edinburgh ; 
Peter  Duncan,  a  mason,  now  or  lately  working 
in  or  near  Dalkeith,  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh, 
and  now  or  lately  residing  in  or  near  Edinburgh ; 
the  said  James  Smith  now  or  lately  residing  in 
or  near  Botton  Row  Street,  Glasgow,  or  with  one 
or  more  of  them,  and  with  other  persons  to  the 
prosecutor  unknown,  calling  themselves  Chart- 
ists, to  effect  an  alteration  of  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution of  the  Realm,  and  particularly  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Commons  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  qualification  for  the  franchise  re- 
quired by  law  in  the  election  of  members  of 
Parliament,  the  duration  of  parliaments,  and 
other  such  changes  in  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  the  Realm,  desired  and  aimed  at  by  him  and 
his  associates,  and  generally  by  the  persons 
calling  themselves  Chartists,  and  the  said  alter- 
ations of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  Realm 
he  and  his  said  associates  did  combine  and  con- 
spire to  effect,  not  peaceably,  la\vfully,  and  loy- 
ally, but  by  force  and  violence,  or  by  armed 
resistance  to  lawful  authority ;  and  the  said 
James  Cumming  did,  on  or  about  the  28th  day 
of  June  1848,  nnd  wiihin  or  near  the  room  or 
hall  above  libelled,  situated  in  or  near  Infirmary 
Street  aforesaid,  wickedly,  feloniously,  and 
seditiously  attend  and  take  the  chair,  and  pre- 
side over"  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  above 
libelled  of  a  great  number  of  persons  convened 
and  assembled  as  above  libelled,  as  members 
of  or  for  the  formation  and  enrolment  of  the 
said  body  calling  itself  a  National  Guard,  the 
same  being,  and  by  him  known  to  be,  an  illegal 
and  disloyal  body,  formed  or  enrolled  for  Uie 
illegal  and  disloyal  purposes  above  libelled,  or 
one  or  more  of  them ;  and  he  did,  then  and 
there,  circulate  or  distribute,  or  cause  to  be 
circulated  or  distributed,  and  did  openly  read, 
or  cause  to  be  read,  in  the  presence  and  bearing 
of  the  said  meeting,  the  printed  or  written 
placard  above  libelled;  and  he  did,  then  and 
there,  while  in  the  chair  of  said  meeting,  hear, 
permit,  and  sanction  a  proposal  or  resolution  to 
the  effect,  that  the  members  of  the  said  National 
Guard  should  provide  themselves  with  guns  and 
pikes  or  other  arms,  which  were  intended,  and 
by  him  known  to  be  intended,  to  be  used  for  the 
illegal  and  disloyal  purposes  above  libelled,  or 
one  or  more  of  them ;  and  he  did,  then  and  there, 
hear,  permit,  and  sanction  a  proposal  and 
undertaking  to  furnish  or  supply  guns,  or  guns 
and  bayonets,  to  those  who  desired  them ;  and 
the  said  James  Cumming,  in  the  presence  and 
hearing  of  the  said  meeting,  and  in  answer  to  a 
remark  or  question  by  some  person  to  the  pro- 
secutor unknown,  then  and  there  present,whether 
those  who  wished  pikes  would  be  supplied  with 
pikes,  did  then  and  there,  openly  and  seditiously, 
state  or  declare  from  the  chair,' that  pikes  would  be 
supplied  to  those  who  preferred  them,  or  he  did, 
then  and  there,  use  words  of  the  same  oKaning  i 


and  effect.  And  further,  the  said  James  Camming 
did,  on  or  about  the  82nd  day  of  July  1848,  or  on 
one  or  other;  of  the  days  of  that  month,  and 
within  or  near  the  house  in  Duncan  Street  above 
libelled,  occupied  by  him,  or  at  some  other  time 
and  place  to  the  prosecutor  unknown,  wickedly, 
feloniously,  and  seditiously  write,  subscribe, 
address,  and  transmit  through  the  Post  Office  as 
above  libelled,  the  letter  above  libelled,  intend- 
ing the  same  to  be  transmitted  to,  and  received 
by,  James  Smith,  porter  or  servant  aforesaid,  or 
some  other  person  of  the  name  of  James  Smith, 
to  the  prosecutor  unknown ;  and  the  said  letter 
was  transmitted  through  the  Post  Office,  and 
delivered  by  mistake  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said 
James  Smyth,  writer,  or  writer's  clerk  afore- 
said. 

Ooansel  for  the  prosecation :  The  Lord 
Advocate  (Eulherfurd)(a)  and  OraufikTd,{f>) 

Conusel  for  the  prisoner:  Moncreiff,(c) 
Loga/rit  and  Cfrahame, 

On  the  diet  against  Cumming  being 
called,  Logan  objected  to  the  relevancy, 
on  three  grounds,  1st,  in  respect  to 
the  statutory  offence,  that  no  overt  acts 
were  sufficiently  set  forth.  The  acts 
charged  against  the  pannel  were  high 
treason  under  3G  Oeo.  3.  c.  7.,  which 
was  repealed  by  the  late  statute.  Treason 
could  only  be  proved  by  overt  acts,(d)  and 
they  must  be  libelled  specifically  in  connec- 
tion with  the  alleged  treasonable  intent ; 
but  the  prosecutor,  after  alleging  a  snh- 
stantive  antecedent  design,  as  far  back  as 
the  month  of  April,  proceeded,  in  libelling 
the  overt  acts,  at  once  to  28th  of  June, 
without  alleging  that  they  were  done  in 
pursuance  of  the  intent  before  men- 
tioned. 

The  LoKD  Justice-Clerk  quoted  the  in- 
dictment in  Thisilewood't  ca8e,(e)  to  show 
that  such  strictness  as  was  contended  for 
on  behalf  of  the  pannel  was  unknown  in 
English  practice. 

Loaan  departed  from  the  objection, 
which  was  accordingly  repelled. 

2ndly,  he  objected  to  the  first  charge  as 
laid  8t  common  law  for  conspiracy.  The 
mode  adopted  was  too  va^e.  It  ought  to 
have  been  alleged  in  the  minor  that  the  vari- 
ous acts  set  forth  in  support  of  the  charge, 
had  been  done  or  said  in  pursuance  of  tke 
common  design  charged  in  the  major. 

Lord  Justicb-Clerk  :  It  would  hare 
been  better  had  the  mode  you  now 
suggest  been  adopted ;  but  on  the  mrmxA. 
page  of  this  indictment,  it  is  stated  that 
the  body  calling  itself  the  National  Guard, 
and  over  a  meeting  of  which  the  pannel  is 
said  to  have  presided. 


(a)  Afterwards  Lord  Rutherfurd. 
(6)  Afterwards  Lord  Ardmillan. 
(c)  Afterwards  Lord  Moncreiff,  Lord  Justice- 
Clerk. 

id)  Hume,  vol.  1,  p.  514. 
(c)  88  St  Tr.  681. 
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'^WM  known  by  him  to  be  an  illegal  and  dis- 
loyal body,  formed  and  enrolled  for  the  illegal 
and  disloyal  pnrpoties  above  libelled,  or  one  or 
more  of  them.'- 
Sorely  that  is  Bnffioient. 

Srdily,  Logan  objected  that  the  common 
law  charges  were  incompetent.  Bat  for 
the  late  statute,  the  acts  charged  against 
the  paunol  wonld  have  amounted  to  high 
treason,  and  conld  only  have  been  tried  as 
each ;  they  were  now  reduced  to  felony  by 
11  &  12  Vict,  c.  12.,  and  conld  only  be  tried 
nnder  that  statute. 

The  Court  thought  tlus  objection  so 
important,  that,  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
Lord  AdvoeaU,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
prisoner's  counsel,  they  delayed  the  case 
for  two  days,  in  order  that  the  case  might, 
together  with  those  of  Orant»  Banhen,  and 
EcmiUan,  be  heard  before  a  full  Beuch.(a) 
The  LoBD  Justice-Clsrk  in  the  meantime 
directed  the  attention  of  the  Crown  to 
the  mode  in  which  it  wai  stated  that 
Oumming  did 

**  his  said  compassing,  &c.»  wickedly  and  feloni- 
ously funher  express,  atter,  and  declare  by  writ- 
ing, subscribing,  and  addr^sing  to  Mr.  James 
Smith,  27,  Bronawick  Street,  Glasgow,  a  letter, 
Ac" 

Was  this  a  charge  of  publishing,  or  in- 
tended as  an  overt  act?  Was  the 
letter  merely  intended  as  a  narrative 
of  the  compassings  charged,  or  was  it 
intended  to  be  proved  as  an  overt  act  ?{a) 
He  also  inquired  whether  the  Crown  con- 
sidered the  charge  of  conspiracy,  as  laid 
at  common  law,  to  be  anything  different 
iinom  sedition.  If  it  was  not  different,  the 
Grown  could  have  no  interest  to  press  it. 
II  different,  doubts  might  arise  as  to  its 
competency,  inasmuch  as,  if  such  com- 
passings and  imaginings  as  those  charged 
against  the  pannels  should  be  suflBciently 
proved  by  overt  acts,  the  charge  might 
amount  to  high  treason;  notwithstanding 
the  recent  8tatute.(6)  There  was  no  pre- 
cedent for  any  indictment  in  such  a  form 
for  sedition  merely.  In  all  previous  in- 
dictments it  was  merely  alleged  tbnt  the 
acts  done  had  been  calculated  and  intended 
to  alienate  the  minds  of  the  subjects  or 
produce  disaffection,  &c, ;  but  the  present 
charge  went  a  great  deal  further,  in  charg- 
ing a  compassing  to  effect  an  alteration  of 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  Realm  by 
force  and  violence.  The  question  became 
very  important  in  considering  the  applica- 
tion of  Sir  WiUiam  Bae*$  Act,  6  Oeo.  4. 
o.  47.,  whereby  the  punishment  of  trans- 
portation was  abolished  in  cases  of  sedi- 
tion, inasmuch  as,  if  this  was  held  to  bo 
something  different,  the  Crown  might  ask 
for  a  sentence  of  transportation. 


(a)  Cf.  ^teg,  v.  Duffy,  below,  p.  t95. 
(6)  Cf.  Reg.  v.  O'DmmeU,  below,  p.  65J8. 


November  9tb,  1848. 

Present,  The  Lobd  J^stice-Clebk, 
LoBDs  Mackenzie,  MoNcmEivf»  Medwtk, 
CocKBUEK,  and  Wood. 

Logan :  It  is  incompetent  to  try  these 
charges  otherwise  than  under  the  recent 
statute  11  &  12  Ftc<.c.l2.  Thelibel  charges 
under  this  statute,  a  compassing  to  levy 
war  against  the  Queen,  in  order,  by  force 
or  constraint,  to  compel  her  to  change 
her  measures  and  counsels  or  to  intimidate 
and  overawe  Parliament.  It  also  charges 
nnder  the  common  law  a  conspiracy  to 
effect  an  alteration  in  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution of  the  realm  by  force  and  vio- 
lence, or  by.  armed  resistance  to  lawful 
authority.  The  substance  of  the  offence  is 
the  same  in  either  case,  being  an  attempt  to 
effect  a  change  of  the  government  by  force. 
The  minor  is  same  in  Doth  charges,  except 
that  under  the  conspiracy  the  pannel  is 
not  charged  with  joining  the  National 
Guard,  but  that  is  immaterial.  The  offences 
charged  were  relevant  to  constitute  treason 
under  the  old  law  of  Scotland,  before  the 
Dassing  of  7  Ann,  c.  21(a).  In  England, 
25  Edw.  3.  made  it  treason  to  levy  war 
against  the  king.  A  mere  conspiracy  to 
levy  war  was  not  a  substantive  treason, 
but  might  be  treated  as  an  overt  act  of 
the  treason  of  compassing  the  king's 
death.(&)  36  Oeo,  3.  c.  7.  made  a  con- 
spiracy to  levy  war  a  substantive  treason, 
when  evidenced  in  a  certain  manner.  It 
is  now  felony  under  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12. 
and  can  only  be  tried  under  that  statute. 
Erskine,  B.  4.  tit.  4.  s.  20;  Mackenzie, 
Criminal  Law,  High  Treason,  tit.  6 ;  Act 
of  1st  Pari.,  Cha,  2.  c.  5.,  vol.  2  p.  138. 
Luders  on  High  Treason,  p.  137 ;  7  St. 
Tr.  961.  The  meaning  of  compassing  is 
there  defined  as  *'  attempting." 

LoBD  Justice-Clerk:  Attempting  was 
doubtless  treason  in  Scotland.  Is  com- 
passing, conspiring,  and  attempting  in 
any  way  different  from  compassing  or 
conspiring  P 

Logan:  The  difference  is  that  before 
the  Union,  compassing  and  conspiring 
would  in  Scotland  have  been  hi^h  treason, 
but  in  England  could  only  nave  been 
proved  by  overt  act  done  in  pursuance 
thereof.  Under  7  Ann,  c.  21.  compassing 
to  levy  war  did  not  cease  to  be  per  ee 
a  treason  in  the  law  of  Scotland.  It  is 
incompetent  to  try  it,  as  evidenced  by 
overt  acts,  as  an  offence  at  common  law ; 
Hume,  vol.  1,  553.    There  is  no  instance 


(a)  As  to  treason  in  Scotland,  and  the  effect 
of  7  Ann.  o.  21.,  see  Lord  President  Hope's 
charge  to  the  grand  jury  in  Hardie's  case,  and 
the  authorities  collected  in  the  notes  thereto. 
1  St.  Tr.  N.8.  618. 

(6)  lb,  and  per  Willes,  J.,  in  Heg.  v.  Afulcahg, 
L.B.  »  H.  L.  MS, 
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between  1709,  the  date  of  7  Arm.  c.  21., 
and  1795,  the  date  of  36  Geo.  3.  o.  7.,  in 
which  it  has  been  held  that  spedei  fadi, 
bnch  as  here  set  forth,  are  ponishable 
otherwise  than  as  treason.  It  must  have 
been  considered  that  the  Englieh  law  of 
treason,  introduced  by  7  Avn,  c.  21.,  had 
merged  all  subordinate  charges ;  conse- 
quently the  reservation  of  the  common  law 
in  36  6eo.  3.  c.  7.  s.  6  has  no  application. 

Lord  Justicb-Glbrk  :  Woiiid  not  this 
have  been  a  seditious  offence  in  England 
before  the  passing  of  36  Qeo.  3.  c.  7..  as 
in  Walker*8  case  (o)  at  Lancaster  P 

Logan:  In  Walker^e  case,  which  led  to 
the  passing  of  that  Act,  the  words  used 
were  similar  to  those  in  the  present  indict- 
ment. This,  however,  is  no  proof  that 
the  common  law  of  Scotland  would  have 
regarded  it  in  the  same  light,  as  it  was 
altogether  dissimilar  from  the  common  law 
of  England. 

Further,  it  is  necessary  that  each 
offence  should  be  tried  under  its  appro- 
priate nomen  Juris  ;  if  it  is  treason,  it  is 
nothing  else.  36  Qeo,  3.  c.  7.  did  not  alter 
the  character  of  the  offence,  it  only  made 
that  which  was  before  merely  cviaence  of 
treason  into  a  substantive  treason ;  East, 
P.O.,  pp.  62,  63 ;  case  of  Bardie.(b)  There 
is  no  such  reservation  of  the  common 
law  in  11  &  12  Vict  c.  12.  s.  2  as  in 
36  Qeo.  3.  c.  7.  s.  6,  and,  that  statute 
being  repealed,  the  reservation  therein 
contained  was  repealed  also.  But,  further, 
11  &  12  Vict,  contains  provisions  for  the 
benefit  of  parties  accusea  under  it.  Under 
the  4th  section  information  must  have 
been  given  ^nthin  six  days  after  the  of- 
fence was  committed,  and  a  warrant 
issued  within  ten  days  thereafter,  other- 
wise the  party  cannot  be  tried  under  the 
Act ;  besides  which,  by  s.  9,  in  Scotland 
the  party  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
criminal  letters,  as  though  intimation  had 
been  given  under  the  Act,  1701. 

In  any  case,  even  under  the  reserva- 
tion in  36  Geo,  3.  c.  7.  s.  6,  the  prosecutor 
would  not  have  been  entitled  to  try  both 
under  the  statute  and  at  common  law. 
He  must  have  made  his  election :  and  it  is 
equally  incompetent  to  try  in  both  ways 
under  this  statute. 

Lord  Advocate  and  Cravfwrd:  The  case 
must  be  considered  under  three  heads : — 

1.  The  common  law  of  Scotland  ; 

2.  As  affected  by  the  English  Treoson 

Acts;  and, 

3.  Under  the  present  statute. 

1.  The  charge  of  conspiracy,  as  here 
laid,  would  have  been  an  offence  at  com- 
mon law.  The  common  law  reaches  all 
criminal  acts  falling  within  the  range  of 


(a)  Sa  St.  Tr.  1062. 
(6)  1  St.  Tr.  N.&  609. 


;  prooedent  or  known  prinoiple.  Aisaming, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  that,  in  Scotland 
as  in  Enffland,  all  felonies  merge  in 
treason,  the  conspiracy  here  charged 
does  not  amount  to  felony  under  11  &  12 
Viet,  on  the  one  hand,  but  yet  is  properly 
distinguishable  from  sedition  on  the  other. 
The  compassing,  which  is  now  no  longer 
treason,  is  the  act  of  an  individual  mind, 
and  is  complete  so  soon  as  the  intent 
is  formed.  To  constitute  the  crime  of 
conspiracy,  there  must  be  a  common 
intent,  a  combination  by  a  plurality  of 
persons,  and  it  mu^t,  therefore,  be  con- 
sidered as  different,  both  from,  the  corn* 
passing,  made  felony  hj  11  k  12   Vid., 

I  and  from  sedition  as  an  mdividual  act. 

'      LoBD    Justicb-Glbbk:    Do  you   inain- 

'  tain  that;  under  a  charge  of  sedition,  it 
would  be  incompetent  to  libel  a  combining 

.  for  seditious  purposes  7 

I  Craufwrd:  It  is  not  necessary  to  push 
the  argument  that  length.  The  charge 
here  is  not  so  laid,  but  yet  it  is  well  laid ; 
and  if  the  combination  is  proved  as  stated, 

I  that  is  more  than  mere  personal  sedition. 

I  There  never  yet  was  a  period  when  such 
conspiracy  would  not  per  ee  have  been  a 
crime  at  common  law. 

2.  The  Act  of  ^  Geo.  3.  o.  7.  made  no 
difference.  Under  it  the  common  law 
was  specially  reserved  by  s.  6.  Further, 
that  Act  is  now  repealed. 

8.  11  &  12  Viet.  c.  12.  repeals  36  Geo.  3., 
and  by  such  repeal,  restores  the  com- 
mon law,  as  to  all  compassings  not  made 
substantive  treasons  under  this  Act. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  longer  need  for 
any  reservation  of  the  common  law,  which 
reaches  this  crime,  and  all  such  crimes, 
by  its  own  native  viffonr*  The  common 
law  is  never  excluded,  except  bypositive 
words;  Hume,  vol.  2,  p.  o7.  Tnis  has 
been  acted  upon  in  many  oases  under 
Lord EUenhorough* 8  Act;  cAse  of  AletMnder 
Mackenzie,  HighCkmrt,  December  31, 1848, 
Broun,  vol.  1.,  495.  The  result  of  the 
other  view  would  be,  that  between  the 
7  Ann.  c  21.  and  36  Geo.  8,  suoh  oon* 
spiracT,  as  here  charged  against  the 
pannel,  would  have  been  no  offence  at  all, 
inasmuch  as  the  pannel  sa^s  that  the 
7  Ann.  o.  21.  prevented  it  being  indicted 
at  common  law,  and  yet  he  admits  that  it 
was  not  treason  under  25  Edw.  3.  It  might 
have  been  tried  at  common  law  both  before 
and  after  86  Geo.  3.  c.  7.,  and  there  is 
nothing  in  11  &  12  Viet.  c.  12.  to  affect  this. 
LoKD  Justice  Clsbk  :  Is  it  not  a 
strong  thins  to  say  that  you  are  entitled 
to  disregara  all  the  privil^;es  given  to 

the  pannel  under  the  4th  and  9th  seotions 

of  11   &  12  Viet,  as  to  the  time  within 

which  the  information  must  be  Riven — the 

warrant  for  apprehension  issned— and  the 

party  brought  to  irial  P 
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Orwufurd:  The  orime  of  conspiracy  is  ; 
not  identical  with  the  etatntory  offence  : 
under  11  in  12  Viet,  c.  12.  We  do  not  seek  j 
to  enforce  against  the  pannel,  in  respect  ^ 
of  this  charge,  the  high  penalties  imposed  [ 
by  the  statute.  I 

Lord  Justicb-Clbbk:  Do  yon  say  you  I 
do  not  intend  to  proye  the  compassing  ' 
charged  nnder  11   A  12   Viet.  c.  12.  by 
means  of  conspiracy  P 

Mancreiff  repliecl :  The  points  are  few, 
bnt  important.  Onr  position  is,  that  the 
charge  of  conspiring  to  effect  an  alteration 
of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  Bealm 
merges  in  the  felony  by  reason  of  11  &  12 
Vietf  jnst  as  before  that  statute  it  would 
haye  merged  in  treason,  except  for  the  re- 
aeryatioii  under  36  Oeo.  3.  o.  7.  s.  6.  That 
reseryation  is  equiyalent  to  a  statutory 
declaration  that,  out  for  it,  the  common 
law  would  have  been  ousted.  By  the  18th 
section  of  the  Treaty  of  Union,  recited  in 
the  statute  of  Anne,  it  was  proyided — 
**  That  the  laws  which  concern  public  right, 
policy,  and  civil  goyernment,  may  be  made  the 
same -throughout  the  whole  United  Kingdom." 

And  by  7  Ann.  c.  21.  it  was  enacted — 

"  That  such  crimes  and  offences  which  are  high 
treason  or  misprision  of  high  treason  within 
England,  shall  be  eonstru^,  adjudged  and 
taken  to  be  high  treason  and  misprision  of  high 
treason  within  Scotland;  and  that  from  hence- 
forth, no  crimes  or  offences  shall  be  hi^h  treason 
or  misprision  of  hi^h  treason  within  Scotland, 
bnt  those  that  are  high  treason  or  misprision  of 
high  treason  in  England." 

This  statute  oyerruled  the  common  law 
of  Scotland,  in  so  far  as  it  was  incon- 
sistent therewith.  Lord  HoU,  in  Sir  John 
Fi'iend's  ca86(a) — 

There  is  no  instance  of  a  partr  haying 
been  indicted  for  conspiracy  to  leyy  war 
as  a  separate  offence  before  36  Oeo.  3. ;  it 
must  therefore  haye  been  considered  as 
treason  if  proyed  by  overt  acts,  or,  if  it 
could  not  he  so  proved,  as  sedition  only. 
Notwithstanding  the  rebellions,  Hume 
makes  no  mention  of  any  common  law 
charges  of  this  kind,  and  it  is  fair  to 
assume  that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  ever 
considered  competent  at  that  time. 

The  doctrine  of  merger  goes  much 
farther  than  seems  to  have  been  supposed. 
In  the  case  of  M<ic1ci/nley,{h)  the  point  was 
not  decided  as  applicable  to  the  law  of 
Scotland,  althougn  on  a  fair  import  of  the 
opinions  deliverea,  it  must  be  assumed  that 
the  doctrine  was  allowed  in  cases  of  treason. 
The  doQtrine  of  merger  extends  to  cases, 
however,  other  than  those  of  treason,  the 
principle  being  thatwhere  particular »|pei»es 
facH  are,  by  means  of  a  statute,  raised  mto  a 

(a)  13  St.  Tr.  1. 
ih)  88  St.  Tr.  275. 


higher  offence,  it  is  incompetent  to  prove 
them  under  a  lower  charge.  The  Act  of 
11  &  12  Vici.  is  a  British  statute;. it  has 
used  English  tei*ms  unknown  to  the  law 
of  Scotland,  and  we  must  go  to  English 
law  for  an  interpretation  of  their  meaning. 
By  that  law  conspii'acy  would  be  misde- 
meanor only,  and  even  conceding  that  the 
common  law  has  revived  in  consequence 
of  the  repeal  of  the  36  Oeo.  3.  c.  7.,  the  only 
effect  would  be  that,  inasmuch  as  under 
the  present  Act  it  is  declared  to  be  a 
felony,  and  as  it  is  an  undonbted  principle 
of  English  law,  that  if  an  act  amounts  to 
felony  it  cannot  be  charged  as  a  misde- 
meanor, the  common  law  charges  are 
incompetent  here.  Justice  Buller  a  direc- 
tion to  the  jury  in  letaae's  case,  (a) 

The  question  in,  is  the  statute  exclnxive 
to  any  extent?  if  so,  it  is  exclnsive  to 
every  extent.  There  are  provisions  in 
favour  of  the  pannels,  and  the  Lord 
AdvoecUe  cannot  neutralize  the  enactments 
of  the  legislature  in  their  fayour,  nnder 

Eretence  that  he  does  not  seek  to  have  a 
igh  penalty  imposed  upon  them,  for  the 
pannel  may  prefer  protections  which  may 
enable  him  to  proye  his  innocence,  or 
exempt  him  from  trial  altogether,  to  being 
charged  with  a  subordinate  offence  infer- 
ring a  minor  punishment,  in  respect  of 
which,  those  privileges  are  not  a^D<M*ded 
to  him. 

LoBD  JusncE-CLERK :  It  would  haye 
been  yery  desirable  to  have  had  more 
time  to  deliberate  before  giving  judgment 
in  this  yery  important  case ;  but,  as  the 
pannel  is  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of 
the  Act,  1701,  under  the  9th  section  of 
1 1  &  12  Vuii.  c.  12.,  the  Court  cannot  delay 
giving  their  decision  upon  the  points 
which  have  been  urged  in  nis  favour* 

I  feel  the  greatest  difiSoulty  in  support- 
ing the  relevancy  of  the  charges  objected 
to,  and  bnt  for  the  great  difference  of  my 
opinion  from  the  rest  of  the  Court,  I 
should  have  expressed  myself  more  de- 
cidedly against  the  relevancy  of  the  two 
charges  laid  at  common  law. 

I  think  the  Lord  Advocate  made  a  great 
mistake  as  to  the  purport  of  the  argument 
on  behalf  the  pannel,  in  not  observing 
that  the  minors  of  all  the  charges  were 
essentially  the  same.  It  is  true  that  at 
first  the  argument  which  has  now  been 
submitted  to  the  Court  was  confined  to 
the  charge  of  sedition  only,  but,  on  my 
suggestion,  it  has  to-day  been  extended  to 
both  the  charges  at  common  law. 

I  wish  to  gnard  myself  against  agreeing 
in  the  doctrine  which,  it  has  been  said, 
has  been  involved  in  this  argument,  that 
the  offences  here  charged  were  not  oogniJi* 


(a)  2  Bast  P.C.  c.  81.  s.  8,  p. 
see  now  14  &  16  Vict  c.  100.  s.  IS. 


1081.     But 
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able  by  the  common  law  before  80  Geo,  3. 
c.  7.,  I  have  no  doubt  that  before  the 
fwiesing  of  that  Act  they  were  illegal. 
That  statute  made  them  treason,  but,  in 
a  criminal  charge,  the  nature  of  the  facts 
alleged  against  the  prisoner  is  alone  im- 
portant. No  doubt  compassing  to  levy 
war  against  the  Queen  was  made  treason 
by  36  Oeo.  3.,  as  made  perpetual  in 
57  Geo.  3.  c.  6. ;  but  this  shows  that,  at 
common  law,  the  role  was  as  I  have 
stated  it,  namely,  that  intention  must 
be  shown  by  overt  acts  in  all  criminal 
offences,  and  that,  according  to  the  cri- 
minality of  the  overt  acts  proved,  the  law 
would  infer  a  criminal  intention.  The  Act 
of  36  Geo.  3.  c.  7.  contains  a  clause  which 
expressly  enables  the  prosecutor  to  try  at 
common  law  for  the  overt  acts,  which 
were  always  illegal,  as  well  as  for  the 
intention  uien  first  made  a  crime  under 
the  statute.  This  is  ea8i];jr  understood. 
It  was  natural,  under  the  circumstances, 
to  find  such  a  reservation,  inasmuch  as  on 
the  one  hand  it  would  have  been  exti*eme]y 
difficult  to  have  proved  intention  without 
overt  acts,  so,  on  the  other,  it  might  appear 
on  the  evidence  that  the  only  intention  the 
law  could  ascribe  to  the  prisoner  was  a 
treasonable  one,  whereby  an  indictment 
for  a  less  offence  might  have  been  rendered 
abortive.  It  is,  however,  conceded  that 
no  such  reservation  exists  in  the  late 
statute  of  11  &  12  Vict.,  nor  could  it  be 
expected,  for  as  the  intentions  dealt  v^ith 
by  Uie  statute  are  now  no  longer  sub- 
stantive treasons,  the  reason  for  such 
reservation  no  loDger  exists. 

The  late  statute  is  entitled,  *' An  Act 
for  the  better  security  of  the  Crown  and 
Government  of  the  United  Kiogdom," 
and  I  think  that  the  safe  rule  is  to  con- 
sider it  as  the  whole  code  of  law,  applic- 
able to  the  offences  of  which  it  treats. 
The  general  declaration  of  the  statute  of 
Union,  the  nature  of  the  Union  itself,  and 
the  whole  scope  and  object  of  legislation 
since  that  period,  show  that  such  an  Act, 
defining  the  criminality  of  political  of- 
fences, containing  provisions  as  to  the 
mode  of  prosecution,  must  be  taken  as  a 
legislative  declaration  of  what  shall  be  the 
fM  and  only  remedy  at  both  ends  of  the 
island.  This  ttatiite,  after  a  recital  of 
previoiM  steiates,  and  after  repealing  the 
MOM,  in  80  far  as  they  relate  to  certain 
compassings,  proceeds,  in  the  third  section, 
to  declare  that  such  compassings  shall  be 
felony.  I  cannot  separate  these  two  pro- 
visions, more  especially  as  this  section  is 
identical,  with  the  single  difference  of  add- 
ing the  words,  "open  and  advised  speak- 
ing," with  the  words  employed  in  36  Geo,  3. 
The-  statute  then  prescribes  how  the  of- 
fsnoeB  contemplated  shall  be  punished, 
and  restricts  the  powers  of  ^e  prosecutor 


as  to  the  time  within  which  he  is  to  prefer 
his  instance,  and  thereafter  restricts  the 
competency  of  trial  within  the  period 
allowed  to  persons  after  intimation  has 
been  given  under  the  Act,  1701. 

In  the  face  of  such  provisions,  tending 
RO  materially  to  the  benefit  of  the  pannel, 
I  cannot  bring  myself  to  believe,  that 
when  the  legislature  enacted  this  statute, 
it  was  ever  contemplated  that  it  was  com- 
petent to  the  Public  Prosecutor  to  evade 
all  these  advantages,  by  proceeding  as  for 
a  different  offence  at  common  law. 

If  I  could,  looking  at  the  whole  scope 
of  this  indictment,  find  the  charge  of  con- 
spiracy or  sedition  different  in  substance 
or  matter  of  charge  from  the  alleged 
statutory  offence,  my  difficulties  would 
not  arise ;  but  surely  a  charge  of  com- 
passing  to  levy  war  against  the  Queen 
would  be  supported  by  proof  of  a  con- 
spiracy so  to  do. (a)  There  never  was  such 
a  coQspiracy,  however  abortive,  without  a 
compassing.  The  same  acts  which  would 
show  conspiracy,  if  they  proved  anything, 
would  also  establish  the  compassing,  In 
the  first  charge  it  is  stated  that  the  pannel 
was  **  convened  as  member,"  &c.,  of  the 
alleged  illegal  body,  associated  for  the 
illegal  purposes  therein  set  forth.  Now, 
what  does  that  charge  import  P  It  has  not 
been  disputed,  that,  with  the  exception, 
not  the  variance,  that  the  joining  of  the 
National  Guard  is  not  charged  in  the  minor 
under  the  common  law  charge,  the  charges 
are  otherwise  identical,  ft  is  manifest 
that  one  minor  would  have  done  for  both. 
I  have  the  greatest  difficultv,  then,  in 
holding  that  any  different  ofience  can  be 
ascribed  in  the  m^jor.  If  it  was  so,  I 
must  tell  the  jury,  when  I  come  to  snm 
up,  that  although  they  shall  say  tbi^  the 
parties  are  innocent  of  the  facts  charged 
against  them  under  the  statute,  they  may 
jet  be  guilty  of  the  same  facts  under  the 
charge  at  common  law.  To  my  mind  such 
a  state  of  things  is  impossible.  It  is 
plainly  no  difl'erence  that  others  were  with 
nim  (the  pannel),  inasmuch  as  he  is  alleged 
to  have  acted  in  concert  with  others  in  the 
contravention  of  the  statute ;  and  perhaps 
the  worst  acts  set  forth  against  him,  in 
respect  thereof,  are  his  approval  and 
adoption  of  the  illegal  conduct  of  others 
with  whom  he  was  associated. 

A  point  has  been  raised  during  the  dis- 
cussion, on  which  I  am  anxious  to  have 
the  assistance  of  the  Court,  namely,  that 
the  conspiracy  here  set  forth  is  not  sedi- 
tion. To  that  doctrine  I  entirely  demur. 
I  think  it  sedition  of  the  worst  kind,  but 
still  sedition.  I  have  never  for  one  mo- 
ment thought,  since  the  passing  of  Sir 
WiUiam  JEUfe*s  Act,    that   transportation 

(a)  See  Reg.  v.  Mulcahy,  L.i^  8  H.  L.  80«. 
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is  Btiil  oompetent  for  acts  like  those 
charged  in  the  present  indiobment.  Here 
the  J?ablio  Proseoator  onght  to  have 
charged  "  sedition,  especially  when  com- 
mitted by  compassing,"  &c.  In  1793, 
nnder  the  eeneral  charge  of  sedition,  the 
pannels  had  sentence  after  proof  for  se- 
ditions conspiracy ;  bat  should  the  jory 
retom  a  verdict  of  not  gn^ilty  of  sedition, 
bnt  gniltv  of  conspiracy,  if  we  pronounce 
our  interlocutor  sustaining  the  relevancy 
of  both  charges,  we  must  hold  this  to  be 
a  good  and  consistent  verdict.  I  should 
like,  for  my  assistance  in  directing  the 
jury,  to  hear  yonr  lordships*  sentiments 
on  this  point. 

It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  am  for 
sustaining  the  objections  which  have  been 
made  to  the  relevancy  of  the  present  in- 
dictment. In  so  doing,  I  wish  it  to  be 
understood,  that  I  by  no  means  go  on  any 
general  notion  that  the  intervention  of  a 
statute  abrogates  the  common  law  in  overv 
case.  I  go  upon  the  peculiarities  of  this 
statute  itself,  the  object  for  which  it  was 
framed,  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  passed ;  and  giving  due  regard  to  these, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  legislature  has 
thereby  deHnitely  declared,  that  wherever 
the  acts  charged  against  a  panel,  in  fair 
construction  of  law,  amount  to  a  contra- 
vention of  the  statute,  the  onlv  competent 
proceeding  are  those  prescribed  by  the 
statute,  with  all  the  privileges  it  gives  to 
the  parties  accused. 

Lord  Mackenzie  :  There  are  two  charges 
objected  to,  conspiracy  and  sedition,  both 
charges  at  common  law.  It  is  not  said 
that  these  are  not  crimes  at  common  law 
themselves.  But  it  is  said  that  they  are 
excluded  by  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  as  con- 
taining matter  that  is  in  the  statutory 
charge.  Now,  I  think  they  do  contain 
sQch  matter.  But  does  that  warrant  the 
exclusion  of  the  common  law  charges  P  It 
is  said  to  do  so.  ^hyP  Because  11  &  12 
Viet  e.  12.  comes  in  place  of  36  Geo.  3. 
c.  7.,  which  would  have  excluded  it.  Now 
to  this  I  see  two  answers : — 

First,  the  Act  of  3(5  Geo.  3.  c.  7.  did 
not  exclude  the  common  law;  it  had  a 
clause  expressly  reserving  it. 

Secondly,  if  the  Act  of  36  Geo.  3.  c.  7.  did 
exclude  the  common  law,  yet  the  mention 
of  it  in  the  Act  11  &  12  Vtct,  as  coming  in 
place  of  that  of  36  Geo.  3.,  did  not  mean  that 
it  was  to  keep  up  this  effect  of  that  statute. 
It  repealed,  m  the  proper  enacting  clause, 
^e  Act  of  96  Geo.  3.  c.  7.,  and  without  any 
qualification.  It  therefore  took  away  the 
treasons  of  the  Act  of  36  Geo.  3.  c.  7.,  and 
substituted  a  felony.  Now,  supposing  that 
the  treasons  of  the  statute  of  36  Geo.  3. 
c.  7.  excluded  the  common  law,  why  should 
this  exclusion  remain,  when  they  were 
taken  awaj  and  a  statutory  felomy  eub- 


stituted,  felony  having  no  such  Cfuality  of 
exclusion  as  treason  hasP  The  one  is 
taken  away  with  its  qualities ;  the  other 
substituted  with  its  qualities.  If  the 
accessory  qualities  of  treason  had  been 
continued,  it  would  have  greatly  defeated 
the  purposes  of  the  Act,  one  of  which 
was  to  facilitate  the  trial  of  these  things. 

I  therefore  set  aside  that  expression. 
Secondly,    bat  it    is    further    said,   that 

II  &  12  Vict.  0.  12.  in  itself  has  provisions 
inferring  the  exclusion  of  the  common 
law.  I  am  not  satisfied  with  that  argu- 
ment. The  Ac  t  of  Victoria  is  an  Act  which 
imposes  severe  pains  on  certain  acts, 
which,  at  common  law,  were,  as  sedition, 
punishable  only  by  two  years  imprison- 
ment at  most.  This  statute  makes  them 
liable  to  transportation  for  life.  It  also 
brings  in  accessories  after  the  fact,  not 
liable  at  common  law,  and  takes  away  the 
right  of  bail  from  the  accused  On  the 
other  hand,  it  gives  certain  privileges  to 
those  prosecuted  under  it.  The  chief  of 
these,  which  relates  to  the  charge  of 
advised  speaking,  is  of  value,  and  there 
are  some  other  privileges  of  less  moment. 
But  I  cannot  see  why  these  may  not  be 
given  to  persons  prosecuted  under  the 
statute,  without  inferring  that  the  common 
law  is  excluded  in  prosecutions  for  all  the 
acts  of  crime  stated  in  the  statute.  I 
think  the  statute  free  from  any  absurdity, 
in  the  yiew  that  the  common  law  was 
open,  as  before,  with  its  lighter  pains,  and 
less  severe  procedure;  but  that,  if  the 
statute  is  insisted  in,  the  privileges  there- 
by given  must  be  granted.  I  cannot 
therefore  supply  the  place  of  a  clause  of 
exclusion  in  the  statute,  and.  on  the  whole, 
I  feel  bound  to  repel  the  objections. 

Lord  MoNCRBiPP :  I  could  have  wished 
for  more  time.  This  indictment  con- 
tains three  charges — one  .  is  for  contra- 
vention of  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.  s.  3.  That 
is  a  high  and  penal  statute,  and  there 
is  no  ejection  to  the  charge  founded 
thereon.  But  the  indictment  goes  on  to 
state  second  and  third  charges.  The 
second  charge  I  think  different  in  some 
respects  from  the  first.  The  question  we 
have  to  decide  is,  whether  the  second 
charge  is  relevant  as  the  law  stands.  No 
one  doubts  that  apart  from  the  statute  it 
would  have  been  ^ood.  It  is  admitted 
that  the  species  fact%  set  forth  constituted 
a  crime  before  the  Union.  By  that  Act  no 
doubt  the  law  of  Scotland,  so  fkr  as  re- 
spects treasonable  offences,  mm  OTflmded. 
The  36  Geo.  8.  c.  7.  makes  acts  similar  to 
those  now  charged  a  substantive  treason, 
and  contains  a  special  clause,  reserving 
the  competency  of  a  common  law  charge, 
thereby  preventing  any  merger.  That 
statute  18  now  repealed,  and  with  it  the 
reservation  alio.    Bnt  it  is  important,  in 
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coDBidering  the  craeBtionB  which  have  been 
raised,  to  remember,  that  when  they  were 
treason^  the  common  law  was  preserved. 
In  11  &:12  Vict,  c.  12.  there  are  sabstitnted 
provisions.  Bat  there  was  no  necessity 
for  any  reservation  of  the  common  law, 
inasmuch  as  there  was  no  treason  which 
was  to  have  the  effect  of  creatiug  a 
merger.  I  never  heard  that  beoanse  a 
statute  applies,  the  common  law  is  thereby 
necessarily  ousted.  The  Act  of  Viotaria 
is  a  highly  penal  one.  The  common  law 
charge  does  not  lead  to  the  same  inference 
as  the  statutory  one,  and  I  think  the 
second  charge  different  from  the  first. 
Conspiring  is  not  necessarily  the  same 
thing  with  compassing  and  imagining.  I 
think  the  law  contemplates  a  special  case, 
and,  inasmuch  as  this  libel  contains  no 
statement  of  open  and  advised  speaking, 
I  think  the  protections  therein  given  can- 
not legally  oe  claimed  by  the  pannels  as 
of  right. 

Lord  Mbdwtn  :  The  indictment  contains 
three  charges;  the  objection  is  to  the 
second  and  third.  I  agree  with  Lord 
Monereiff  that  the  charges  are  somewhat 
different.  There  may  be  oompassing  with- 
out conspiracy.  There  mar  also  be  con- 
s|iiracy  without  sedition,  though  in  this 
case  I  think  it  sedition  of  an  aggravated 
kind  ;  the  question  is,  can  the  common 
law  be  excluded  P  I  do  not  think  the 
implication  from  the  statute  is  sufficiently 
strong  to  have  that  effect.  It  is  no  doubt 
now  a  common  law  offence.  By  36  Geo.  8. 
c.  7.  the  common  law  right  is  reserved.  By 
the  present  Act,  the  repeal  of  36  Oeo,  3.  c.  7. 
was  effected,  and  there  was  no  longer  any 
treason  into  which  the  sedition  could 
merge.  It  has  been  said  that  the  statute 
is  the  whole  code  of  law  applicable  to  the 
offence.  The  clause  **  by  advised  speak- 
ing," althoagh  somewhat  difficult  to  sepa- 
rate from  the  rest  of  the  statute,  still  does 
not  appear  to  me  sufficient  to  exclude  the 
common  law  on  a  charge  like  the  present, 
when  that  is  not  charged.  It  may  be 
proper,  where  the  statute  is  founded  on, 
to  give  the  protection  it  affords,  but  that, 
to  my  mind,  is  not  enough  to  exclude  a 
common  law  charge  like  the  present. 

Lord  GooKBUBH:  There  are  two  ques- 
tions for  our  decision — the  one  is,  whether 
treason  absorbs  all  subordinate  charges; 
conceding  that  to  be  so,  it  has  no  applica- 
tion to  ihe  present  case,  inasmuch  as  this 
is  not  said  to  be  treason.  The  other  is  on 
36  Oeo,  3.  c.  7.,  as  construed  in  pari  maUria 
with  the  recent  statute  of  11  &  12  Viet. 
c.  12.  There  is  no  question  that  a  con- 
spiracy like  this  ib  a  crime.  The  point 
for  determination  is,  has  the  common  law 
been  taken  away  by  the  late  statute,  so 
that  the  only  competent  punishment  must 
be  under  the  statute,  and  under  the  privi- 


I  lege  given  to  the  pannel  therein,  so  that 
I  he  has  a  right  to  insist  on  being  tried 
t  under  the  statute,  and  within  the  statu- 
tory period.    Now,  there  is  here  no  expi  ess 
,  abrogation  of  the  common  law.    It  is  said 
I  to  be  abolished  by  implication.    It  must, 
I  however,  be  an  unavoidable  and  necessary 
I  implication  to  have  such  an  effect,  and 
>  I  cannot  see  whence  this  arises.    Nothing 
is  more  common  than  alternatively  charg- 
ing a  contravention  of  a  statute  along 
with  a  common  law  charge,  and  if  one 
minor  will  serve  several  majors,  the  prose- 
cutor is  entitled  so  to  frame  his  indict- 
ment.   Even  if  the  charges  were  identical, 
I  should  not  think  exclusion  of  the  com- 
mon law  necessarily  followed ;  but,  inas- 
much as  the  facts  are  not  entirely  the 
same,  I  do  not  think  the  latter  made  a 
crime  under  the  statute  {reads  siaUUe), 
There  must,  under  the  statute,  be  a  levy- 
ing of  war,  which  is  not  said  here.    There 
is  not,  therefore,  any  necessary  implica- 
tion to  ej& elude  the  common  law,  and  as  I 
can  guess  the  intention  from  words  only, 
I  do  not  think  they  have  so  expressed 
themselves  as  to  justify  us  in  rejecting 
this  charge.    In  answer  to  the  question 
of  privilege,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  he 
will  be  exempted  from  the  pains  of  the 
statute  if  found  guilty  of  the  common  law 
charge  only. 

Lord  Wood:  I  feel  Rreat  difficultv  in 
giving  an  opinion.  There  are  three 
charges.  The  one  statutory,  one  con- 
spiracy, which  I  think  the  same  as  sedi- 
tion, and  a  third  sedition.  I  think  there 
may  be  many  charges  of  those  acts  set 
forth  so  drawn  as  not  to  infer  a  contra- 
vention of  the  statute.  I  think  the  charges 
in  substance  are  the  same,  notwithstanding 
the  variation  iu  the  mi^or.  I  have  no  doubt, 
tberetbre,  that  it  is  a  relevant  case  under 
the  statute.  If  I  am  asked  to  hold  that 
the  charges,  conspiracy  and  sedition,  are 
to  be  sustained  because  they  are  different 
fix)m  the  chiffge  under  the  statute,  I 
should  say  the  objection  would  be  good, 
because  I  conceive  them  to  bo  substantially 
one  with  the  statutorv  offence.  But  the 
question  is,  can  you  have  bothP  Up  to 
36  Oeo.  3.  c  7.,  these  acts  were  indictable 
by  common  law,  them  they  were  created 
into  treason,  and  the  less  oti'ence  merged, 
but  the  common  law  was  preserved  even 
by  that  statute.  These  could  not  other- 
wise have  been  prosecuted  at  common 
law  on  account  or  the  merger.  Bat  the 
statute  preserved  the  common  law.  Then 
came  the  present  statute  of  1 1  &  12  Viei. 
If  36  Oeo.  3.  c.  7.  had  merely  expired, 
the  common  law  would  have  revived ; 
and  the  same  consequence  follows  from 
its  repeal.  They  are  now  no  longer 
treason,  but  felony  under  the  recent 
statute,  and,  but  fur  other  and  special 
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considerations,  I  would  bare  bad  no  diffi- 
cnlty  in  saying  tbey  migbfc  still  be  prose- 
cuted as  at  common  law,  wben  tbe  re- 
servation was  no  longer  necessary,  in 
conseauence  of  tbe  repeal  of  tbe  statute. 
But  ike  difficulty  is  in  respect  of  the 
special  provision  in  11  &  12  Vict. 
c.  12.,  enacting  otber  penalties  in  lieu 
of  treason,  wbich  at  first  sight  seems 
to  constitute  it  tbe  only  code  of  law  on 
tbe  subject.  But  I  incline  to  bold  that 
tbe  only  meaning  of  this  is  to  say  they 
are  not  to  be  treason  but  felony.  I  am 
not  sure  that  this  is  enough,  by  way  of 
inference,  to  abrogate  the  common  law ; 
although  we  are  pressed  with  tbe  fourth 
section,  containing  so  many  and  valu- 
able protections  for  tbe  benefit  of  the 
panel. 

But  1  think  with  Lord  Mackentie  tbat 
tbe  protection  is  given  only  to  the  case  of 
prosecution  for  open  and  advised  speaking, 
now  made  a  felony  under  the  statute. 
But  if  you  proceed  under  tbe  common  law 
offence,  I  do  not  think  that  tbe  inference 
is  sufficient  to  exclude  us  from  sustaining 
tbe  relevancy  in  that  form,  although,  no 
doubt,  the  effect  is  to  deprive  the  ac- 
cused   of   those    protections.     On    these 


grounds  I  concur  with  tbe  majority  of  the 
Court. 

After  tbe  verdicb  in  Orant,  Eanhen,  and 
Hamilton's  case  (see  below),  the  Court  on 
the  mjtion  of  the  Lord  Advocate  deserted 
the  diet  simplicUer  against  tbe  pannel, 
James  Ottmming,  and  dismissed  him  from 
the  bar. 

Materials  made  use  or — The  above  re- 
port is  founded  on  tbe  report  in  J.  8haw*s 
Justiciary  Reports,  17.  In  the  case  of 
Maxwell  (8  Irvvnes  Justiciary  Reports, 
600),  the  late  Lord  Justice  General  Inglis 
observed  as  to  this  volume.  *' Motives  of 
delicacy  should  not  be  allowed  to  prevent 
tbe  remark  tbat  this  volume  of  reports  is 
by  no  means  distinguished  by  accuracy, 
and  there  have  been  many  instances  in 
wbich  your  Lordships  have  been  obliged 
to  disregard  altogether  the  authority  of 
cases  reported  in  it.*'  The  objections  to 
the  relevancy  have  been  compared  with 
tho  official  record  in  the  Books  of  Ad- 
journal, furnished  by  tbe  Clerk  of  Jus- 
ticiary, and  SJiaw's  report  of  Logan's 
argument  in  support  hart  been  slightly 
altered  and  expanded  by  tha  editor.  The 
reports  of  tbe  opinions  of  the  L^rds  are 
taken  unaltered  from  Shaw, 
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Trial  of  John  Grant,  Henry  Ranken,  and  Robert  HAMiLTON(a) 
before  the  high  court  of  justiciary,  edinburgh,  present 
Lord  Justice  Clerk  Hope  and  Lords  Moncreiff  and  Mrdwyn,  for 

.      CONSPIRACY  AND   SEDITION,   NOVEMBER   13TH  AND    I4tK,    1848. 

Proceedings  on  motion  for  sentence  before  Lord  Justice  Clerk 
Hope,  and  Lords  Mackenzie,  Moncreiff,  Medwyn,  Cockburn,  and 
Wood,  November  18th  and  25th,  1848.  (Reported  in  J.  Shaw, 
Justiciary  Reports,  17.(6) ) 

Indictment  for  conspiracy  to  obtain  alterations  in  the  law  by  force  and  violence,  and  for  openly 
and  seditiously  UBing  language  intended  and  calculated  to  excite  popular  disaffection,  commotion, 
and  .violence,  and  resistance  to  lawful  authority. 

The  jury  found  the  pannel  John  Grant  not  guilty  of  sedition,  and  the  pannels  Hamilton  and 
Ranken  guilty  of  sedition  in  so  far  as  that  they  used  language  calculated  to  excite  popular  dis- 
affection and  resistance  to  lawful  authority,  and  stated  that  they  had  purposely  omitted  the  woni 
intended.    Verdict  as  to  conspiracy — Not  proven. 

Sedition — Verdict — Word$  calculated  but  not  intended  to  excite,  jfc.ic) 

Held  by  Lord  Justice  Clerk  and  liOrds  Mackensie,  Moncreiff,  Medwyo,  and  Wood — 

That  a  verdict  finding  the  pannel  guilty  of  the  crime  of  sedition  in  so  far  as  that  he  used 
words  calculated  to  excite  popular  disaffection,  &c.,  was  good,  and  that  it  was  not  neces- 
■ary  for  the  prosecution  to  aver  or  prove  that  the  words  were  so  intended. 

By  Lord  Cockburn,  diss,  x  That  the  verdict  amounted  to  a  verdict  of  not  guilty,  as  negativing 
the  maluM  animus,  which  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  crime  of  sedition. 

By  Lord  Justice  Clerk — 

The  crime  of  sedition  consists  in  wilfully,  unlawfully,  mischievously,  and  in  violation  of  the 
party's  allegiance,  and  in  breach  of  the  peace,  and  to  the  public  danger,  uttering  language 
calculated  to  produce  popular  disaffection,  disloyalty,  resistance  to  lawful  authority,  or,  in 
more  aggravated  cases,  violence  and  insurrection,  not  in  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  free 
discussion  for  legitimate  purposes,  but  with  a  wilful  recklessness  of  consequences. 


(a)  As  to  this  trial  see  Lord  Cockburn's  Trials  for  Sedition  in  Scotland,  vol.  2.  c.  84.  p.  226. 

(6)  See  itie  remarks  of  Lord  Justice  General  Inglis  on  this  volume  of  reports,  above,  p.  506. 

(c)  Cf.  the  following  English  cases  as  to  intention:  Bex  t.  Burdett,  1  St.  Tr.  N.S.  1,  4  B.  ft 
Aid.  95;  If  ex  v.  Harvey  and  Chapman,  2  St  Tr.  N.S.  1,  2  B.  &  C.  257;  Reg.  v.  Lovett, 
a  St.  Tr.  N.S.  1177,  9  C.  &  P.  461;  Req.  v.  Bums,  16  Cox  C.C.  355  (seditious  libels, 
&c.)  ;  Reg.  v.  Hicklin,  L.  R.  8  Q.B.  860 ;  Steele  v.  Brannan,  L.  R.  7  C.P.  261 ;  Reg.  v.  Adam$, 
22  Q.B.D.  66  (obscene  libels,  &c.)  ;  Reg.  v.  Holbrook,  4  Q.B.D.  42 ;  Reg.  v.  Labouchere, 
12  Q.B.D.  820  (defamatory  libels^  ;  also,  Williams  v.  Bayley,  L.  R.  1  H.  L.  221,  where  Lord 
Westbury  said,  *'  If  a  man  does  an  act  which  is  attended  necesfarily  with  an  inevitable  con-  . 
sequence,  he  must  be  taken  in  law  to  have  foreseen  that  consequence.,  and  in  point  of  fact  to  have 
deliberately  intended  that  it  should  be  the  result  of  his  action  " ;  Reg.  v.  Hill,  8  C.  &  P.  274 ; 
Reg.  V.  Naylor,  L.  R.  1  C.C.B.  4  ;  Reg.  v.  Bishop,  5  Q.B.D.  259. 


Betobe  the  High  Covbt  of  JusnciABT. 

Judges   present: — The    Lobd   Justice- 
Clerk  (Hope),  Lord  Moncbeif?,  Lord  Med- 


Counsel  for  the  Crown :  The  Lord  Ad- 
voeaU  (Buiherfurd)  (a) :  James  Craufurd, 
Esq.^),  /.  M.  BeU,  Esq.,  Adyocates-Depnte. 

Gonnsel  for  the  pannels-^ 

James  Moncreiff^  Esq.(c),  Arehibald  Ora* 
home,  Esq.,  Adyocates  for  Ranken. 


(a)  Afterwards  Lord  Rutherford. 
(6)  Afterwards  Lord  Ardmillan. 
(c)  Afterwards  Lord  Justice-CHerk ;  raised  to  ^ 
the  peerage  as  Baron  Moncreiff.  '  and  violence,  or  by  armed  resistance  to  lawful 


Alewmder  8.  Logan,  Esq.,  Jamee  Loru 
me¥,  Esq.,  Adyocates  for  Orant  and  HamiU 
ton. 

The  trial  commenced  on  Monday,  ISth 
November  1848.  John  Grant,  printer, 
Henry  Ranken^  editor  or  joint  editor  of 
the  North  British  Express  newspaper,  and 
Robert  Hamilton,  tailor,  were  charged  on 
indictment : — 

Indictment. 

That  albeit,  by  the  laws  of  this  and  of  every 
other  well  governed  realm,  the  wickedly  and 
feloniously  conspiring  to  effect  an  alteration  of  the 
laws  and  constitution  of  the  realm  by  force 
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authority,  as  also  sedition,  are  crimes  of  au  heinous 
nature,  and  severely  punisliable.  Yet  it  is  true  and 
of  rerity,  that  you  the  said  John  Grant,  Henry 
Ranken,  and  Robert  Hamilton  are,  all  and  each, 
or  one  or  more  of  you,  guilty  of  the  crimes  above 
libelled,  or  one  or  other  of  them,  actors  or  actor, 
or  art  and  part :  In  so  far  as,  in  the  months  of 
March,  April,  May,  June,  and  July  18+8,  or 
one  or  more  of  them,  the  particular  date  beiug 
to  the  prosecutor  unknown,  and  within  or  near 
a  room  or  hall  in  or  near  Carruber's  Close, 
High  Street  of  Edinburgh,  commonly  called 
**  Fainter*s  Hall,"  formerly  occupied  as  a  place 
of  meeting  by  the  Edinburgh  branch  of  the 
National  Chartist  Association,  and  within  or 
near  the  premises  in  or  near  the  High  Street  of 
Edinburgh,  now  or  lately  occupied  by  the  pub> 
Ushers  of  the  North  British  Express  news- 
pliper,  and  within  or  near  the  room  or  hall  com- 
monly called  the  Trades'  Hall,  m  or  near 
Infirmary  Street,  Edinburgh,  and  within  or  near 
a  room  or  hall  in  or  near  Adam  Square,  Edin- 
burgh, and  on  or  near  the  Calton  Hill,  Edin- 
burgh, or  at  one  or  more  qi  the  said  places,  or 
at  some  other  place  in  or  near  Edinburgh  to  the 
prosecutor  unknown,  you  the  said  John  Grant 
Henry  Ranken,  and  Robert  Hamilton  did,  all 
and  each,  or  one  or  more  of  you,  wickedly  and 
feloniously  combine  or  conspire  with  each 
other,  and  with  Archibald  Walker,  now  or  lately 
residing  in  or  near  Bread  Street  of  Edinburgh ; 
Peter  Duncan,  a  mason,  now  or  lately  working 
at  or  near  Dalkeith,  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh, 
now  or  lately  residing  in  or  near  Edinburgh ; 
James  Cumming,  shoemaker,  now  or  lately  re- 
siding in  or  near  Duncan  Street,  Drummond 
Place  of  Edinburgh;  or  with  one  or  more  of 
them,  and  with  other  persons  to  the  prosecutor 
unknown,  calling  themselves  Chactists,  to  effect 
an  alteration  of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
realm^  and  particularly  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Commons*  House  of  Parliament,  the  qualification 
for  the  franchise  required  by  law  in  the  election 
of  members  of  Parliament,  the  duration  of  Par- 
liaments, and  other  such  changes  in  the  laws 
and  constitution  of  the  realm,  desired  and  aimed 
at  by  you  and  your  associates,  and  generally  by 
the  persons  calling  themselves  Chartists ;  and 
the  said  alterations  of  the  laws  and  constitution 
of  the  realm,  you  and  your  said  associates  did 
combine  and  conspire  to  effect,  not  peaceably,  law- 
fully, and  loyally,  but  by  force  and  violence,  or 
by  armed  resistance  to  lawful  authority ;  and  you 
the  said  John  Grant,  Henry  Ranken,  and  Robert 
Hamilton  did,  all  and  each,  or  one  or  more  of 
you,  on  or  about  the  25th  day  of  April  1848,  or 
on  one  or  other  of  the  days  of  that  month,  or  of 
March  immediately  preceding,  or  of  May  im- 
mediately following,  and  within  or  near  the 
premises  aforesaid,  occupied  by  the  publishers 
of  the  North  British  Express,  or  at  one  or 
other  of  the  places  above  libelled ;  and  again  on 
or  about  the  28th  day  of  April  1848,  or  on  one 
or  other  of  the  days  of  that  month,  or  of  March 
immediately  preceding,  or  of  May  immediately 
following,  and  within  or  near  the  room  or  hall 
situated  in  Adam  Square,  aforesaid,  or  at  one 
or  other  of  the  places  above  libelled,  wickedly, 
feloniously*  and  seditiously  resolve  and  agree 
to  form,  or  cause  and  procure  to  be  formed,  a 


body,  to  be  called  a  National  Guard,  and  to  be 
provided  with  arms,  to  be  used  for  the  illegal 
and  seditious  purpose  of  effecting,  by  force  and. 
violence,  or  by  armed  resistance  to  lawful 
authority,  the  said  alterations  of  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  the  realm,  or  one  or  more  of 
them;  and  you  did,  all  and  each,  or  one  or  more 
of  you,  become  a  member  of  the  said  body  call- 
ing itself  the  National  Guard,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  an  illegal  body,  formed  for  the  said  illegal 
and  seditious  purposes.  Furthbb,  you  the  said 
John  Grant,  Henry  Ranken,  and  Robert  Hamil- 
ton did,  on  or  about  the  12th  day  of  June  1848, 
or  on  one  or  other  of  the  days  of  that  month,  or 
of  May  immediately  preceding,  or  of  July  im< 
mediately  following,  attend  a  public  meeting 
of  a  great  number  of  persons  convened  and  as- . 
sembled  on  Bruntsfield  Links,  uear  Edinburgh, 
,  by  or  in  consequence  of  a  printed  placard,  headed 

I  "  Great  demonstration  of  the  trades  of  Edin- 
burgh and  Leith  to  refute  the  statement  of  Lord 
John  Russell,  that  the  people  were  not  wanting 
any  reform,  and  to  express  their  determination 
not  to  rest  satisfied  until  the  principles  of  the 
People's  Charter  become  tbe  law  of  the  land."- 

And  you,  the  said  John  Grant  did,  then  and. 
there,  take  the  chair  of,  and  preside  over,  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  meeting,  and  you  did, 
then  and  therQ,  advise  and  exhort  the  persons 
there  convened  and  assembled  as  aforesaid  to 
organize  themselves  into  clubs  and  sections  for 
the  more  effectual  prosecution  of  the  objects  of  the 
Chartist  body ;  and  you  the  said  Henry  Ranken 
did,  then  and  there,  address  the  said  meeting 
convened  and  assembled  as  aforj^sald,  and  you 
did,  then  and  there,  openly  and  seditiously,  move 
a  resolution,  in  the  following  dr  similar  terms  : 

"  We,  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  and 
Leith,  in  public  meeting  assembled,  are  satisfied 
of  the  lamentable  ignorance,  or  wicked,  malicious 
falsehood  of  Lord  John  Russell,  in  stating  that 
the  people  of  this  country  do  not  want  reform  of 
any  sort  whatever ;  and  we  therefore  declare,  that 
it  is  our  intention  not  to  rest  satisfied,  nor  to  cease 
agitating,  until  the  people's  Charter  is  the  law  of 
the  land^  being  fully  convinced  that  justice  can 
neither  be  obtained  nor  preserved  unless  the 
people  are  put  in  possession  of  their  rights, 
which  are  clearly  laid  down  in  that  document. 
We  are  further  resolved  to  exert  ourselves  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power  to  promulgate  our  principles 
in  every  quarter  of  the  land,  and  thereby  create 
a  feeling  that  will  ultimately  compel  our  oppres- 
sors to  relinquish  their  grasp,  which  we  are  satis- 
fied will  be  ere  long ;  for  we  are  determined  that 
while  there  is  misery  for  the  inmates  of  the  cot- 
tage, there  shall  be  no  peace  for  the  inmates  of 
the  hall." 

And  in  support  of  the  said  resolution,  yon 
the  said  Henry  Ranken  did,  then  and  there, 
openly  and  seditiously,  and  in  presence  of  the 
said  meeting,  say,  that — 

"It  was  a  well-known  fact  that  the  police, 
the  special  constables,  and  the  military,  were 
tainted  with  the  principles  of  the  Chartists; 
but,  although  these  men  were  true,  they 
would  not  forget  the  advance  of  enlighten-; 
ment  among  the  working  classes,  that  the  science, 
of  chemistry  had  entered  the  workshop,  and  that  ^ 
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working  men  could  provide  themselves  with  as 
deadly  weapons  as  Warner's  long  range  ;  and  if 
it  wa9  to  be  a  8trup:g1e  for  life  and  death,  if  it 
was  to  be  destrucrion,then  you  hoped  and  trusted 
that  the  working  men  would  only  be  true  to 
themselves,  and  only  abstain  from  all  acts  of 
aj^gression  until  they  were  roused  by  the  oppres- 
sion of  their  oppressors,  and  when  they  began 
the  work,  may  they  do  it  well." 

And  you  the  said  Henry  Kankendid,  then  and 
there,  urge  and  advise  the  persons  convened  and 
assemble  as  aforesaid  at  the  said  meeting,  to 
organize  themselves  into  clubs  and  sections  fpr 
the  more  effectual  prosecution  of  the  objects  of 
the  Chartist  body ;  and  you  did,  further,  openly 
and  seditiously,  and  in  presence  of  the  said 
meeting,  say  — 

*<  If  the  leaders  of  the  people  are  to  be  incar- 
cerated, if  the  people  are  to  suffer  this  tamely,  if 
those  who  have  an  interest  in  keeping  you  down 
feel  that  you  will  quietly  submit,  then  they  are 
secure ;  but  if  the  working  men  look  to  them- 
selves, and  if  they  look  to  those  who  place  them- 
selves in  the  front  of  the  fray,  if  they  look  to 
those  who  are  willing  to  brave  every  danger,  then 
I  say  the  working  men  ought  to  cousider  what 
meaus  should  be  taken  to  protect  these  men. 
Let  the  property  of  the  country  be  hostages  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  for  the  safety  of  the 
leaders  of  the  people  '* ;  and  again  you  did  fur- 
ther say,  ^  It  has  been  said  tlwt  the  French  are 
inventive,  but  that  the  British  have  this  faculty, 
that  upon  all  the  French  inventions  they  improve. 
Should  the  authorities  drive  the  people  into  a 
revolution,  then  I  hope  the  people  will  improve 
upon  the  French  invention  of  a  republic  "  ;  or 
you  did,  on  the  occasion  above  libelled,  use  words 
of  the  import  and  effect  above  set  forth.  And 
you  the  said  Robert  Hamilton  did,  time  and  place 
last  above  libelled,  address  the  said  meeting,  and 
you  did,  then  and  there,  openly  and  seditiously, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  said  meeting,  urge  and 
advise  the  persons  then  and  there  convened  and 
assembled  as  aforesaid,  <*  to  organize  themselves 
into  clubs  and  sections,  and  to  provide  them- 
selves with  guns  and  bayonets,"  in  order  to  carry 
into  effect  the  said  objects  of  yourself  and  your 
associates  ;  and  you  did  then  and  there  say, 
'*  For  the  love  of  God^prepareyourselves  with  guns 
and  bayonets,  as  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
yon  may  require  them  " ;  or  you  did,  then  and 
there,  use  words  of  the  import  and  effect  above 
set  forth.  And  you  the  said  John  Grant  did, 
then  and  there,  as  chairman  of  the  said  meeting, 
sanction  the  said  resolution,  and  put  the  same  to 
the  meeting,  and  did  declare  it  to  be  passed  or 
adopted;  and  you  did,  as  chairman  aforesaid, 
hear,  permit,  and  sanction  the  seditious  speeches 
above  libelled  of  the  said  Henry  Hanken  and 
Bobert  Hamilton,  and  you  did  not  call  them  to 
order,  or  stop  or  attempt  to  stop  them,  or  express 
any  dissent  mmi,  or  disapprobation  of,  the  said 
speeches ;  and  your  conduct  and  speech  as  afore- 
said in  the  chair  of  the  said  meeting  were  se- 
^Btions,  and  were  intended  and  calculated  to  ex- 
cite popular  disaffection,  eommotion,  and  vio- 
lence, Mid  renstance  to  lawful  authority.  Fur- 
ther, oo  or  about  the  IMh  of  June  1848,  or 
ofk  one  or  other  of  the  days  of  that  month,  or  of 
May  immediately  precedmg,  or  of  July  imme- 


diately following,  and  within  or  near  Waterloo 
Rooms,  near  the  Regent  Bridge.  Edinburgh,  you 
the  said  Henry  Ranken  did  openly  and  seditious- 
'  ly,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of 
I  persons,  all  or  many  of  them  calling  themselves 
Chartists,  then  and  there  assembled,  urge  and 
>  recommend  the  meeting  to  "  organize  into  clubs 
,  and  sections,''  for  the  more  effectual  prosecution 
of  the  objects  of  the  Chartist  body,  and ''  to  pro- 
I  vide  themselves  with  arms  in  case  they  might 
I  require  to  use  them  ** ;  or  you  did  then  and  there 
use  words  of  the  import  and  effect  above  set 
forth.  Further,  on  or  about  the  24th  day  of 
July  1848,  or  on  one  or  other  of  the  days  of  that 
I  month,  or  of  June  immediately  preceding,  or  of 
August  immediately  following,  and  on  or  near 
the  Calton  Hill,  Edinbur|rh,  you  the  said  Henry 
Ranken  and  Robert  Hamilton  did,  both  and  each, 
or  one  or  other  of  you,  attend  a  public  meeting 
of  persons  then  and  there  convened  and  assem- 
bled ;  and  you  the  said  Henry  Ranken  did  then 
and  there  address  the  said  meeting,  and  yon  did 
then  and  there  openly  and  seditiously,  and  in 
presence  of  the  said  meeting,  say,  in  reference  to 
the  illegal  and  criminal  proceedings  of  certain 
evil-disposed  persons  in  Ireland,  that  you  con- 
sidered that  **  the  people  of  Ireland  were  justified 
in  their  determination  to  resist  to  the  death  the 
oligarchy  who  ruled  them,"  and  you  did  express 
your  hope  or  prayer  that  "  the  God  of  battles 
would  smile  on  the  oppressed,  and  enable  them 
to  improve  the  victory  they  were  sure  to  win  " ; 
and  you  the  said  Henry  Ranken  did  further,  then 
and  there,  say  that,  **  If  the  power  of  Great 
Britain  was  brought  to  bear  agamst  the  people 
of  Ireland,  then  the  people  of  Scotland  must 
endeavour  to  distract  the  attention  of  the 'Govern- 
ment " ;  and  you  did,  then  and  there,  recommend 
the  organization  of  clubs  and  sections,  for  the 
more  effectual  prosecution  of  the  objects  of  the 
Chartist  body,  and  you  did  state  that  certain 
clubs  had  been  already  formed  in  Edinburgh,  for 
the  promotion  of  the  objects  desired  by  the 
Chartist  body,  and  you  did  name  certain  of  these 
clubs,  as  the  "  Washington  Club,"  the  **  Mitchel 
Club,"  the  "  Faugh-a-Ballagh  Club,"  the"  Muir 
Club,"  the  -  WaUace  Club,"  the  «  WilUiam  TeU 
Club,"  and  others ;  and  you  did  urge  the  meeting 
to  join  one  or  other  of  the  said  clubs,  or  yon  did, 
then  and  there,  use  language  of  the  import  and 
effect  above  set  forth.  And  you  the  said  Robert 
Hamilton  did,  time  and  place  last  above  libelled, 
address  the  said  meeting,  and  yon  did,  then  and 
there,  openly  and  seditiously,  and  in  the  presence 
of  the  said  meeting,  say,  that  the  Irish  people 
would  require  help,  that  pikes  were  easily  made, 
and  that  the  young  and  spirited  men  of  Scotland 
should  go  to  Ireland  and  help  the  Irish  people ; 
I  and  that  at  one  time  you  would  have  been  satis- 
fied with  the  Charter  as  the  law  of  the  land,  but 
'  that  now  you  would  accept  of  nothing  else  than 
^  a  republic,  and  that  they  would  soon  obtain  one, 
\  or  you  did,  then  and  there,  use  words  of  the  im- 
port and  effect  above  set  forth ;  and  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  lanffoage  above  set  forth  as  used 
by  you  the  said  John  Grant,  Henry  Ranken,  and 
I  Robert  Hamilton,  respectively,  as  above  libelled, 
was  intended  and  calculated  to  excite  popular 
*  disaffection,  commotion,  and  violence,  and  resis- 
tance to  lawful  authority. 
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Who  made  the  motion  for  calling  the 
public  meeting  to  consider  thb  propriety 
of  forming  a  National  Guard  ? — John  Grant, 
but  it  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  committee, 
scarcely  a  formal  motion  was  made ;  a  con- 
versation took  place,  and  Banhen  seemed  to 
put  off  the  consideration  of  the  matter,  and 
suggested  the  calling  of  a  public  meeting 
to  consider  it.  He  considered  the  motion 
too  important  to  be  disposed  of  by  a  more 
committee.  Grant  abandoned  his  motion, 
and  the  meeting  finally  resolyed  to  call  a 
public  meeting  for  its  consideration. 

Did  you  express  any  o])inion  P— Not  at 
the  time  of  the  conversation  ;  but  on  the 
question  being  put  for  and  against  it,  I 
voted  against  it.  No  one  else  voted  with 
me.  I  left  the  room.  I  resided  my 
office  in  consequence  of  the  motion  being 
carried.  I  never  afterwards  acted  as 
secretary.  A  public  meeting  was  called, 
but  whether  in  consequence  of  this  resolu- 
tion or  not  I  do  not  know,  for  on  the 
28th  of  April  it  was  held  in  Adam  Square 
Hall.  I  saw  placards  the  day  after  the 
resuluiion,  stating  that  the  meeting  was 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  forming  a 
National  Guard.  I  understood  from  the 
placards  that  it  was  open  to  me  to  oppose 
the  formation  of  a  National  Guard,  or  I 
would  not  have  attended  the  meeting. 

Who  made  the  motion  for  the  forma- 
tion of  the  National  Guard  P — Macha/y,  the 
person  called  the  Brigadier-General.  His 
motion  was  to  raise  1,600  men,  partly 
musket-men  and  partly  lancers.  A  person 
of  the  name  of  Alexander  Maodonald  se- 
conded the  motion.  I  spoke.  Gray  was 
in  the  chair  at  the  time  I  spoke. 

What  was  the  object  of  your  speech  P — 
A  direct  negative  to  the  motion.  I  was 
against  the  formation  of  a  National 
Guard,  and  against  any  army.  My 
speech  was  very  badly  receivea.  They 
hooted  and  yelled,  and  put  me  down.  A 
person  of  the  name  of  John  Oomuick 
Auld  spoke  and  supported  me.  He  was 
worse  received  than  I  was.  Roh&rt 
Harwiiton  spoke.  I  do  not  recollect  all 
his  speech.  I  understood  him  to  speak 
in  favour  of  the  motion.  He  complained 
of  my  speech ;  he  said  it  put  them  in  an 
awkward  position.  I  do  not  recollect  the 
explanation  he  made.  There  wei^  several 
speakers  after  that,  and  the  motion  was 

Eut  by  Walker  from  the  chair,  and  carried 
y  a  large  majority. 

By  the  Court :  What  might  be  the 
number  that  attended? — Six  or  seven 
hundred. 

Lord  Advocate :  Did  you  then  leave  the 
meeting  P — I  did. 

Do  you  know  anything  ©f  a  pamphlet, 
said  to  be  written  by  Ifackay,  about 
drilling  P— I  think  a  letter  was  sent  by 
Mackay  to  the  Exprees  Office,  requesting 


Peter  Anderson — Examined  by  the         ' 
Lord  Advocate.  \ 

Ex-Secretary  of  the  Edinburgh  Chartist  , 
Association.  Joined  it  about  the  9th  or 
10th  of  March.  Kept  a  minute  book  and 
a  roll  of  membei*s.  There  was  a  com-  > 
mittee.  All  the  pannels  at  the  bar  were 
members  of  the  committee.  Ja/mes  Cum- 
ming,  Archibald  Walkei',  Peter  Lunca/n,  and 
John  Ekinga  were  also  members. 

What  were  the  objects  of  this  Associ- 
ation P — To  secure,  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
certain  particular  privileges,  such  as 
Universal  Suffrage,  Vote  by  Ballot,  An- 
nual Parliaments,  No  Property  Qualifica- 
tion, Payment  of  Members,  and  Equal 
Electoral  Districts. 

Commonly  called  the  six  points  of  the 
Charter  P— Yes. 

Do  you  know  that  there  was  a  National 
Convention  held  in  London  P — Yes. 

Your  Association  sent  members  to  at- 
tend it  P — ^No.  A  public  meeting  was  held 
in  Edinburgh,  from  which  delegates  were 
sent. 

Did  you  see  Banken  elected  p — ^Yes.  He 
went  to  London  to  the  Convention. 

Was  your  Association  a  branch  of  the 
National  Association  P — No.  It  was  under- 
stood not  to  be  a  branch  of  the  National 
Association,  but  merely  a  number  of  in- 
dividuals acting  in  a  certain  district.  I 
was  only  at  one  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion. They  held  their  meetings  only  once 
a  quarter.  The  meeting  which  I  attended 
was  held  in  the  Express  office.  High  Street, 
in  the  beginning  of  March.  The  com- 
mittee usually  meet  there.  There  was  a 
meeting  of  the  committee  on  the  25th  of 
April. 

Previously  to  the  25th  of  April,  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Chartists,  did  you  hear  any 
proposal  about  armsP — I  heard  no  pro- 
position about  arms  in  the  committee. 
There  was  a  public    meeting,   where  a 

E arson  of  the  name  of  Mackay,  called  the 
rigadier-General,  spoke  about  arms.  I 
could  not  say  whether  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Association  or  not.  I  first  heard 
Mackwy  speak  about  arms  in  Adam  Square 
Hall.  I  cannot  tell  the  date,  but  it  was 
between  the  time  I  joined  and  the  time  I 
left. 

Did  you  ever  hear  any  motion  of  the 
kind  at  any  meeting  of  the  Chartist  Asso- 
ciation P— Not  to  pi*ocnre  arms. 

At  the  meeting  of  April  25th,  was  there 
a  motion  for  the  formation  of  a  National 
Guard  P — ^Yes,  but  the  motion  did  not 
appear  to  satisfy  the  committee,  and  it 
was  ultimately  resolved  and  carried  to 
call  a  public  meeting  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  forming  a  National  Guard.  The 
prisoners  were  present  at  that  meeting. 
Ekings  and  Walker  were  there. 
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aid  to  publish  the  pamphlet.  The  com- 
mittee refosed  to  read  the  pamphlet.  It 
was  not  printed  then. 

Was  it  to  teach  the  use  of  arms  and 
drilling  ?->!  conld  not  tell ;  it  was  about 
every  man  being  his  own  drill-serjeant, 
or  something  of  that  sort. 

Is  that  the  pamphlet?  (producing  same). 

Xooofi  objected  onbehauof  the  pannels, 
that  before  this  could  be  done,  the  Grown 
must  prove  that  the  prisoners  were  pre- 
sent on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

The  Court  held,  that  as  the  object  was 
to  prove  publication  of  a  pamphlet  under 
the  sanction  of  an  association,  of  which 
the  prisoners  had  been  shown  to  be  mem- 
bers, the  eyidenoe  could  not  be  objected 
to  at  that  stage  of  the  pjroceedings.  It 
would  be  open  to  the  prisoners  to  show 
that  it  had  no  application  as  against 
them,  by  proving  tnat  they  were  not  con- 
cerned in  it. 

WitneM:  1  never  saw  the  pamphlet 
before. 

Lord  Advocate:  Upon  what  grounds 
did  the  speakers  put  the  formation  of  the 
Guard  ?~-Maekay  spoke  of  the  importance 
and  benefit  of  ubertv,  and  said  he  was 
ready  to  die  for  it,  and  quoted  some  poetry 
connected  with  liberty,  and  rhodomontade 
of  that  sort,  and  ended  with  a  motion 
that  did  not  appear  to  have  any  connexion 
with  his  speecn.  He  did  not  state  dis- 
tinctly what  the  object  of  the  Guard 
was. 

Did  he  avow  its  object  at  all  P — I  do  not 
think  he  did ;  or,  at  any  rate,  it  was  so 
vague  that  I  could  not  tell  what  it  was  ; 
he  spoke  something  about  protecting  the 
metropolis  from  foreign  invasion  and 
domestic  anarchy. 

Did  he  say  anything  about  protecting 
the  meetings? — I  do  not  recollect  any. 
thinp^  about  that. 

Did  any  other  person  speak  distinctly 
about  it  P — ^No;  IfoaionaZa  was  still  more 
obscure.  I  spoke  distinctly  as  to  opposing 
the  motion,  whatever  was  its  object. 
HamilUm  was  the  only  one  of  the  pannels 
whom  I  observed  present  at  the  meeting. 

I  attended  another  meeting  on  the  19th 
of  June  in  the  Waterloo  Booms.  I  saw 
Ranken  there,  but  I  do  not  recollect  any 
of  the  others.  I  think  Hamilton  and 
OrcMt  were  not  present.  Eanken  did  not 
speak  during  the  time  I  was  there.  I  was 
only  a  short  time  there. 

Do  you  know  that  any  clubs  were 
formed  in  consequence  of  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  meeting  of  28th  April  P — 
I  think  there  was  some  talk  of  them 
before  that. 

Tell  me  the  names  of  those  clubs  P — I 
have  heard  of  the  Muir  Club,  the  Oerald 
Club,  the  MitehdChih,  and  the  WashingUm 
Club. 


Cross-examined  by  Monereiff. 

You  spoke  about  Brigadier- General 
Maekay  and  Banhen,  Do  you  know 
whether  Banhen  concurred  in  the  opinion 
of  the  brigadier  P— I  know  he  did  not. 

Did  you  ever  hear  him  express  his  dis- 
agreement P — Yes. 

Was  Bankeni  in  your  opinion,  a  moral 
force  Chartist  P — ^I  always  understood  so. 

By  the  Court:  What  do  you  mean  by 
thatp — An  individual  opposed  to  using 
anything  except  persuasion  and  argument 
for  obtaining  a  public  object. 

Moncreiff:  At  this  meeting  of  the  25th 
of  April,  was  it  your  impression  that 
Banl^  wished  to  put  ofi*  tne  considera- 
tion of  this  matter  of  the  formation  of  the 
National  GuurdP— It  was.  I  always 
understood  him  to  be  opposed  to  it.  I 
expected  him  to  have  assisted  me  in  put- 
ting a  stop  to  the  forming  of  a  National 
Guard  when  I  opposed  it.  I  know  that 
he  was  quite  opposed  to  Maekay,  the 
prime  mover  of  it. 

When  the  motion  was  made  at  this 
meeting  of  the  25th,  to  resolve  to  have  a 
National  Guard,  was  it  your  impression 
that  he  wanted  to  put  off  the  tningp — 
The  motion  was  made  by  Orant,  which 
did  not  seem  to  be  satisfactory  to  the 
company,  and  Banhen  made  the  other 
motion;  he  suggested  the  calling  of  a 
public  meeting  to  consider  it,  vaOiChunt 
seemed  to  acquiesce  in  it,  for  there  were 
not  two  motions  put. 

Did  you  leave  the  room  before  any 
arrangement  was  made  about  calling  the 
public  meeting  P — I  did. 

Do  you  rememl)er  the  letter  being  re- 
ceived from  Machay  at  the  Ewpress 
oflBceP — I  do.  Banhen  stated  he  sus- 
pected it  was  from  Machay,  and  objected 
to  the  reading  of  it. 

Did  you  understand  why  he  objected  to 
the  reading  of  itP — He  objected  to  the 
reading  of  it  because  he  disapproved  of 
its  object,  as  Machay  before  that  had  been 
talking  of  the  formation  of  a  National 
Guard. 

Cross-examined  by  Logan, 
Do  you  remember  a  meeting  in  Rich- 
mond Street  Chapel,  about  the  Ist  of 
June,  to  receive  tne  report  of  the  dele- 
gates from  London  P — I  do.  Machay  was 
there.  I  do  not  recollect  if  HamilUm  was 
there. 

Do  you  remember  anything  passing  be- 
tween Maekay  and  Hamilton  f^l  under- 
stood that  there  was  a  row  between  them. 
I  was  not  present  at  the  time. 

Neither  Orant  nor  Eon^n  were  present 
at  the  meeting  on  April  28th  P — ^No,  not 
so  far  as  I  know.  I  expected  them  to  be 
there.  The  oommittee  seemed  to  bo 
absent  entirely. 
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John  J&Ajm^g— Examined  by  Craufwrd. 
A  member  of  the  sub-committee  of  the 
Chartist  Association.  Confirmed  the  last 
witness.  Was  not  present  at  the  meeting 
on  April  28th,  as  he  disapproved  of  the 
proposal  to  form  a  National  Guard.  Did 
not  know  if  a  National  Guard  was  formed 
afterwards.  Had  heard  of  clnbs.  Also 
spoke  to  a  meeting  on  Bruntsfield  Links  on 
June  12th,  when  all  the  prisoners  spoke. 

On  that  occasion  did  you  hear  HamiU 
ton  speak  P — He  made  some  careless  re- 
marks; he  said  he  thought  it  was  the 
people's  duty  to  get  armed  as  well  as  the 
special  constables.  I  belieye  he  referred 
to  firearms.  Ranken  made  a  motion  that 
the  people  should  resolve  to  organize  and 
join  the  Chartist  Association.  He  spoke 
of  sections,  advising  them  to  organize  and 
divide  into  sections. 

Were  you  at  a  meeting  in  the  Waterloo 
Booms  a  few  days  after  the  Bruntsfield 
Links  meeting  P— I  was.  That  was  what 
was  called  the  •'  drum  meeting."  A  drum 
was  shown  at  it,  which  was  represented 
to  have  been  broken  on  Leith  Walk,  on 
the  12  th  of  June,  by  the  police  or  con- 
stables. Banken  proposed  a  motion  to 
organize. 

Look  at  the  NoHh  British  Mail  of  the 
14th  of  June,  and  see  if  these  were  the 
words  of  the  resolution  P — ^I  question  if 
these  are  the  words  of  the  resolution ;  the 
resolution  was  distinctly  to  organize. 

In  supporting  that  resolution,  did  Ban- 
Teen  say  anything  whatever  about  arms  P 
— I  have  never  heard  him  recommend 
arms  at  any  meeting.  I  never  heard  him 
say  anything  about  persons  providing 
themselves  with  arms.  I  am  quite  posi- 
tive of  that.  He  said  that  the  object  of 
the  Association  was  to  organize  and 
agitate. 

Did  he  say  anything  about  organization 
by  which  the  whole  of  the  Chartists  could 
be  called  simultaneously  together  ?— Quite 
so. 

Did  he  say  what  they  were  to  do  when 
called  together  P-— To  go  on  with  Ch^st 
business  and  objects. 

Was  this  organization  to  the  efiect  that 
the  whole  Chartist  Association  should 
meet  at  difiTerent  points  at  the  same  time  P 
—No. 

Did  he  say  anything  about  clubs  P— No. 
But  clubs  were  m  the  order  issued  by  the 
executive  in  London. 

Did  Banken  never  say  anything  to  you 
privately  about  his  having  provided  him- 
self with  arms  P~I  once  heard  him  talk 
of  arms  privately,  about  two  or  three 
years  ago. 

Cross-examined  by  Logan. 
The  committee  of  the  Chartist  Associa- 
tion had  weekly  meetings  for  the  dispatch 


I  of  ordinary  business.  The  meeting  of 
the  25th  April  was  one  of  the  ordinary 
meetings.  ^ 

\  Was  Hamilion  a  person  that  got  excited 
after  he  began  speaking  p— Particularly 
so.  "^ 

Did  he  give  utterance  to  sentiments  in 
public  meetiuM  which  were  different  from 
those  which  he  expressed  in  private  P— 

By  the  Court:  You  heard  the  proposal 
made  first  by  Grant,  and  you  did  not 
oppose  it  P — No. 

Anderson  resigned  in  consequence,  and 
left  the  meeting^what  did  you  do  P  Did 
you  remain  a  member  of  the  committee  P 
—Yes. 

In  that  capacity  you  attended  the  meet- 
ings on  Bruntsfield  Links  and  at  the 
Waterloo  Booms P— Yes;  I  was  upon  the 
platform. 

1.  ^f  ®  you  in  that  capacity  when  you 
heard  Hamilton  on  the  Links  make  the 
remarks  about  arms?— I  was  there  as  a 
member  of  committee. 

And  you  said  nothing  P--Nothing. 

By  whom  was  that  meeting  on  the  Links 
called  P— By  the  committee  of  the  Chartist 
Association  and  by  the  delegates  of 
trades. 


James  ^ronw^ee—Examined  by  Craufurd. 
Sergeant   in    the    Edinburgh    County 
Police.    Confirmed  the  last  witness  as  to 
the  meeting  on  April  28th.  Maehay  ruGved 
the  first  resolution.    He  went  into  detail 
regarding  what  the  National  Guard  was 
to    consist  of.     There  were  to  be  divi- 
sions,  each  consisting  of  400  men,  and 
every  division  was    to   be  divided  into 
subdivisions    of    26    men    each.      They 
were    to    be     armed    as    follows:    The 
first  division  was  to  have    lances;    the 
second  division,  muskets;  the  third  divi- 
sion, lances;  the  fourth  division, musketa 
The  oflicers  were  to  be,  four  presidents, 
sixteen  captains,  and  sixty-four  secretaries 
I  think  '•  secretaries  *'  was  the  word  used  * 
but  I  am  not  exactly  certain.    The  man 
that  seconded  the  resolution   was  Mac- 
donald.    A  speech  was  made  against  the 
motion  by  a  young  man  of  the  name  of 
Anderson.    He  proposed  a  negative  to  the 
resolution.    His  speech  was  not  well  re- 
ceived by  the  meeting.    There  was  con- 
siderable uproar  and  confusion  at    that 
time.    The  chairman  was  changed  about 
this  time.     I  think  it  was  Walker  that 
was  put  into  the  chair,  but  I  am  not  sure. 
Hamilton  spoke  next,  and  supported  the 
resolution  proposed  by  Mackay,    He  told 
those  present  who  were  not  prepared  to 
sacrifice  everything  that  they  should  not 
join  the  National  Guard.     He  said  he  did 
not  see  why  a  revolution  could  not  take 
place  here  as  well  as  in  Prance.     He  said 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


519]        The  Queen  against  Orant,  Ranken,  and  Hamilton,  1848.        [520 


something  about  GoyernmeDt  and  the 
Gagging  Bill.  He  complained  of  Macka/y 
in  being  so  explicit  on  the  details  about 
the  National  Guard ;  he  said  that  all  that 
might  have  been  done  after. 

The  resolution  of  Maohay  was  carried. 
Uanken  came  in  near  the  end,  and  said  he 
had  newly  come  up  from  Leith,  where  he 
had  been  attending  a  meeting  of  Chartists. 
He  did  not  say  much ;  I  took  no  notes  of 
what  he  said. 

I  was  at  the  meeting  on  Bruntsfield 
Links  on  the  12th  of  June.  I  was  in 
plain  clothes.  Orcuit  was  in  the  chair. 
That  meeting  was  called  by  a  placard; 
the  placards  were  posted  about  the  streets. 
Orant  addressed  the  meeting  from  the 
chair.  He  mentioned  the  object  of  the 
meeting,  and  said  that  Lord  John  Busaell 
was  a  liar  when  he  said  that  the  people 
did  not  wish  for  the  Charter. 

This  was  a  very  large  public  meeting  P — 
Yes ;  but  there  might  be  a  few  parties  pre- 
sent not  connectea  with  the  Association. 

Did  you  hear  Grant  state  the  object  of 
the  meeting  if — He  almost  used  the  words 
adopted  in  the  placard.  BanJeen  spoke ; 
he  proposed  the  first  resolution.  I  took 
a  note  of  what  RanJeen  said  ;  he  strongly 
recommended  the  people  to  form  them- 
selves into  clubs  and  sections,  and  to  get 
arms  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  peo- 
ple's Charter. 

Monereiff  objected  that  on  a  charge  of 
sedition,  where  particular  expressions 
were  libelled,  it  was  not  competent  to  go 
into  other  expressions. 

Graufwrd  contended  that  evidence  of 
other  expressions  in  the  same  speech 
could  be  gone  into,  in  support  of  the 
charge  of  sedition  to  be  deduced  from  the 
particular  expressions  libelled. 

The  CouBT  held  the  evidence  admis- 
eible. 

WUneu:     These    were    his    identical 
words ;  at  least,  that  is  the  true  import  of 
the  words  which  he  used.    He  also  said 
that  the  science  of  chemistry  had  found  its 
way  into  the  workshops  of  the  artizans,  and 
that  they  could  now  procure  ns  deadly 
weapons  as  Warner* 8  Long  Bange.(a)    He 
then  quoted  the  words  of  an  old  general  : 
*' There   is  the  foe  before  you,   and  if! 
you  don't  beat  them,  by  God,  they  will 
beat  yon."    He  told  them  that  there  was 
a  glorious  day  before  them ;   and  made 
some  other  statements,  but  I  do  not  re-  i 
member  their  precise  purport.    HamiUon  [ 
also  spoke;  he  said  that    he  was  aware 
that  tne  dungeon  stared  him  in  the  face,  | 
but  that  he  did  not  fear  it ;  that  he  was  ' 
prepared  for  the  worst.    He  said  he  was  ' 
aware  that  Government  would  endeavour 


(a)  See    Irring's    Annals 
pp.  159,  211. 


of    Our    Times. 


to  put  them  down  by  force,  but  th:vt  they 
would  repel  force  by  force ;  and  for  that 
purpose  he  called  upon  them  to  form  them- 
selves into  clubs  and  sections,  and  each 
man  to  get  a  g^un  and  bayonet,  and  be 
prepared  for  emergencies  ;  and,  in  God's 
name,  to  lose  no  time  in  getting  them- 
selves thoroughly  organized. 

I  was  at  the  meeting  in  the  Waterloo 
Booms  on  the  19th  June,  in  plain  clothes. 
A  drum  was  exhibited  at  the  meeting. 
Walker  was  in  the  dhair;  and  he  men- 
tioned that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was 
to  take  into  consideration  the  conduct  of 
the  authorities  on  the  recent  occasion  con- 
nected with  the  Links  and  Leith  Walk.  I 
saw  Banken  there,  and  he  spoke.  He 
called  on  the  supporters  of  the  Charter  to 
lose  no  time  in  organizing ;  that,  for  his 
part,  he  would  not  talk  oi  arms — ^but  let 
every  man  judge  for  himself  how  he  could 
best  meet  his  opponent  on  equal  grounds, 
and  with  the  same  advantages.  He  then 
adverted  to  a  scheme  proposed  by  a  great 
Chartist  leader  in  London,  which  was  to 
oome  into  operation  in  three  or  four 
weeks.  He  mentioned  some  particulars 
in  regard  to  the  scheme,  to  the  effect  that 
its  object  was  an  improved  system  of  orga- 
nization, by  means  of  which,  if  any  occa- 
sion required  it,  information  could  bo 
transmitted,  within  the  space  of  a  few 
hours,  through  all  Englana  and  Scotland. 
Part  of  the  system  was  to  divide  the  men 
into  tens,  with  one  man  over  every  ten. 
He  then  called  upon  them  to  organise, 
and  that  none  should  hold  up  their  hands 
who  were  not  really  in  favour  of  the 
Charter. 

Cross-examined  by  Monereiff. 

Banken  came  into  the  room  on  the  28th 
of  April ;  he  was  called  upon  to  oome  for- 
wara.  There  was  a  cry,  "  He  is  here  ;  he 
is  here  " ;  and  he  went  up  to  the  platform. 

Are  you  quite  sure  tnat  all  you  have 
said  respecting  bis  statement  on  June  12th 
is  correct  ? — Yes,  he  used  the  very  words, 
or  words  precisely  similar. 

By  the  Court :  You  took  down  the  words 
as  nearly  as  you  could  P  —Yes.  There  waa 
a  ^ood  deal  of  crushing  and  commotion 
going  on  in  front  of  the  hustings,  and  ii 
was  difficult  to  take  notes.  I  recollect 
B<inken*8  advising  the  use  of  arms  as  dis- 
tinctly as  any  of  the  rest  of  what  I  heard. 
The  notes  which  I  have  are  not  my  origi- 
nal notes,  which  were  in  pencil.  My 
notes  are  a  ti*anscript  taken  some  days 
after,  and  I  will  not  swear  that  my  tran- 
script is,  word  for  word,  the  same  with 
my  notes.  But  I  am  quite  confident  of 
the  accuracy  of  both  my  notes  and  tran- 
script. I  vvas  in  front  of  the  hustings, 
about  twenty  yards  off,  and  not  exceeding 
thiHy  yards. 
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Is  there  anything  in  that  transoript 
that  was  not  in  your  original  notes  P — Not 
that  I  remember. 


Cross-examined  by  Logtm. 

You  said  that  Orant  opened  the  meeting 
by  a  speech  in  explanation  of  its  objects, 
and  that  he  said  that  Lord  John  Eussell 
was  a  liar  in  saying  that  the  people  did 
not  want  the  Charter.  Tell  me  if  this  is 
not  what  he  said :  "  We  are  assembled  here 
this  night  for  the  purpose  of  giviuff  the 
lie  direct  to  Lord  John  Buasell  ^  P— f  took 
it  down  that  Lord  John  BuseeU  was  a  liar, 
because  I  thought  that  the  words  amounted 
to  the  same  thing.  I  think  the  words 
were,  **  to  give  the  lie  direct ;  **  but  I  took 
it  down  in  the  shortest  way. 

Can  you  swear  that  that  was  the 
only  instance  in  the  course  of  report- 
ing the  speech  where  you  changed  the 
language  of  the  speaker  to  something 
else,  because  it  was  shorter  F — Yes,  as  far 
as  I  remember. 

Did  you  hear  Orant  use  these  words: 
'*  The  military  have  been  put  under  arms 
in  order  to  put  us  down,  but  you  are 
aware  that  we  never  had  any  intention  of 
getting  on  the  physical  force  line  "  P — I 
could  not  take  down  all  that  was  said.  I 
got  no  particular  instructions ;  but  I  took 
down  wnat  struck  me  to  be  inflammatory 
or  seditious. 

You  had  some  difficulty  in  taking  your 
notes ;  was  that  the  reason  that  you  did 
not  take  down  the  words  that  Grant  spoke, 
to  the  effect  that  they  never  had  any  in- 
tention of  getting  on  the  physical  force 
line ;  was  it  the  jostling  that  prevented 
you  from  taking  down  these  words  P — I 
did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  take  them 
down. 

Monoreif:  Did  you  write  this  particular 
paper,  so  iar  as  relates  to  the  meeting  in 
the  Adam  Square  room,  before  the  meet- 
ing in  Bruntsfield  Links  took  place? — 
Tee. 

When  did  you  pin  the  leaveB  together  P 
— I  do  not  know ;  I  think  before  I  cut  the 
paper.  I  folded  the  paper,  and  cut  it  as  I 
required. 

When  did  you  write  your  notes  of  the 
Adam  Square  meeting  P — After  the  meet- 
ing took  place ;  three  or  four,  or  five  or 
six  days  alter. 

It  might  be  a  fortnight  P— It  might. 

Or  throe  weeks  P— No.  I  have  destroyed 
my  original  j>encil  notes  relating  to  the 
Bnmtsnold  Links  meeting.  They  were 
full  of  contractions.  My  transcript  con- 
tained the  additions  made  to  the  aathori- 
ties  when  I  was  preoognosced.  I  wrote  ili 
out  within  eight  days  of  the  meeting. 

By  the  Court :  I  wrote  out  these  notef* 
horn  pencil  notes  that  I  had. 


Be-examined  by  Craufurd. 

I  could  read  my  pencil  notes  distinctly, 
when  I  extended  them ;  and  I  wrote  what 
was  in  my  pencil  notes,  and  also  what  I  re-r 
membered  at  the  time.  I  am  prepared  to 
swear  that  all  that  I  have  statea  to-day 
was  spoken  by  Banken  at  that  meeting. 

By  the  Court:  Do  you  remember  any- 
thing of  the  words  spoken  independently 
of  your  notes  P — Yes. 

Could  you,  without  looking  to  these 
notes  since  they  were  made,  depend 
from  memory  upon  what  you  have  said  to- 
day P — I  think  I  could. 

James  l^i^ion— Examined  by  Craufurd. 
Reporter  for  the  Edvnbwrgh  News  news- 
paper. Gave  evidence  substantially  the 
same  as  the  next  witness's,  but  less  full, 
as  to  the  speeches  at  Bruntsfield  Links  on 
June  12th. 

Cross-examined  by  Mona'eiff. 

Did  Banken  say,  **  Our  desire  is  to  keep 
the  peace,  because  we  know  that  on  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  depends  our  ex^ 
istence ''  P — He  might  have  said  it. 

Did  he  say,  '*  Do  our  authorities  wish 
for  peace  P  \Vhy  then  prevent  us  from 
expressing  our  opinion  ?  *' — I  cannot  re- 
collect. 

Was  there  a  good  deal  of  excitement  at 
this  meeting  P — There  was  some  excite- 
ment, but  nothing  extraordinary. 

When  were  your  notes  extended  P — The 
day  following. 

Cross-examined  by  Logan. 

Look  at  your  notes  of  OranVs  speech,  a 
little  below  the  passage  where  he  refers  to 
the  people  deservin)^  to  be  branded  as 
cowards  if  they  remained  silent  at  such  a 
time ;  did  not  Orant  use  such  words  as 
these  : — *'  Such  a  statement,  coming  from 
Lord  John  Buseelly  shows  to  us  that  the 
Government  are  unfit  to  govern  us,  and 
that  the  sooner  they  are  deprived  of  power 
the  heiiier  *'  P— I  think  he  did. 

Tfirards  the  close  of  Orcmt^s  speech, 
did  he^  not  say,  *'  That  the  authorities 
could  not  trust  the  peace  of  the  city  in 
better  hands  than  the  meeting  he  ad- 
dressed P  "  and  did  he  not  say  afterwards 
something  to  this  effect :— "  The  military 
have  been  put  under  arms  to  put  us  down ; 
but  you  are  aware  we  never  had  any  in- 
tention of  putting  ourselves  on  the  phy- 
sical force  line  P  " — It  might  hav  e  been  said. 

Did  there  seem  to  be  any  desire  on  the 
part  of  Orant,  or  any  other,  to  prevent 
you  from  reporting  P— No.  There  was 
ample  accommodation  afforded  for  re- 
porting. 
WiUiam  /Sfotiwr*— Examined  by  Crav/wrd. 

Beporter  for  the  Edinburgh  Daily  Mail. 
Dia  you  attend  a  meeting  on  Brunts- 
field Links  on  the  12th  of  June  P— I  was 
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on  the  platform  near  the  speakers.  It 
was  a  rery  large  meeting.  1  took  notes 
of  the  speeches  for  the  newspaper. 

Look  at  that  paper  of  the  14th  of  Jnne ; 
is  that  the  report  which  yon  famished  P 
Yes ;  it  is  slightly  abridged  there,  bnt  the 
sense  is  the  same ;  and  I  have  my  original 
notes  here.  John  Grant  was  in  the  chair. 
He  said— 

"  We  are  assembled  here  this  night  for  the 
pnrpose  of  giying  the  lie  direct  to  Lord  John 
KiiMell,  who  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons 
that  the  people  of  this  country  were  not  io 
faTOur  of  the  people's  Charter,  and  to  express 
our  determination  never  to  cease  a^tating 
until  the  opinions  and  principles  contained  in 
that  document  become  the  fundamental  princi- 
ple upon  which  the  government  of  this  Empire 
should  be  conducted.  Had  nothing  been  done 
—had  you  remained  silent  under  the  foul 
stiffma  cast  upon  you  by  Lord  John  Bussell — 
had  yon  allowed  the  Whigs  to  cherish  the  fond 
idea  that  you  were  content  with  things  as  they 
are,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  you 
would  have  deserved  to  be  branded  as  cowards, 
and  have  proved  yourselves  unworthy  of  free- 
dom. Such  a  statement,  coming  from  the 
Prime  Minister  of  England,  shows  to  us  that 
they— the  Government— are  unfit  to  govern  us, 
and  that  the  sooner  they  are  deprived  of  power 
the  better.  To  think  of  the  enormous  expendi- 
ture required  to  carry  on  the  Government ;  to 
think  of  the  suffering  millions  horn,  whom  the 
wealth  of  this  country  is  derived ;  to  think  of 
poor,  unhappy  Ireland,  with  all  her  miseries ; 
to  think,  that  one  of  her  bravest  and  beet  sons 
has  been  condemned  for  speaking  the  honest 
sentiments  of  his  mind ;  to  think  that  thousands 
are  dying  every  day  in  this  land  of  plenty  for 
want  of  food ;  all  these  things  are  enough  to 
arouse  every  feeling  of  oiu:  nature,  and  to  com- 
pel us  to  proclaim  our  conviction,  that  the 
Government  which  allows  such  a  system  to 
exist  is  a  cheat  and  a  delusion,  and  that  it 
should  be  swept  fh>m  off  the  fSetce  of  the  earth 
with  the  besom  of  destruction.  You  are  aware 
that  a  proclamation  has  been  issued  by  the 
authorities  of  Edinburgh,  and  that  the  special 
constables  have  been  cfdled  out  The  md^tary 
have  been  pot  under  arms,  in  order  to  put  us 
down;  but  you  are  aware  that  we  neyer  had 
any  intention  of  getting  up  in  the  physical  force 
line.  The  authorities  could  not  entrust  the 
peace  of  the  city  to  better  hands  than  io  this 
meeting;  you  could  protect  the  peace  of  the 
city  fw  better  than  all  the  military,  special 
constables,  and  police  put  together.*' 

Aaft/pen  then  said: 

"  I  am  proud  that  you  are  all  determined  to 
uphold  the  right  of  meeting  to  discuss  your 
ffrievances  and  express  your  opinions.  Lord 
John  Bussell  had  far  better  means  of  ascertain- 
ing the  real  state  of  feeling  in  this  country  than 
we  have ;  and  is  there  anv  in  this  meeting  who 
can  say  eonscientiously  that  the  people  of  this 
country  are  content  with  thinj|;s  as  they  are, 
and  that  Uiey  wish  for  no  organic  change  ?  The 
resolution  which  I  have  to   propose   is    one 


which,  I  trust,  the  working  meu  here  will  give 
their  assent  to.  The  resolution  states,  that '  we, 
the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith,  in 
public  meeting  assembled,  are  astounded  at  the 
lamentable  ignorance,  or  the  wicked,  malicious 
falsehood  of  Lord  John  Bussell,  in  stating  that 
the  people  of  this  country  do  not  want  reform 
of  any  sort  whatever ;  and  we  therefore  declare 
that  it  is  our  intention  not  to  rest  satisfied,  nor 
to  cease  agitating  until  the  People's  Charter  is 
the  law  of  the  land,  being  fully  convinced  that 
justice  can  neither  be  obtained  nor  preserved 
until  the  people  are  put  in  possession  of  their 
rights,  which  are  clearly  laid  down  in  that 
document;  and  we  are  further  resolved  to 
exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  to 
promulgate  our  principles  in  every  quarter  of 
the  land,  thereby  creating  a  feeling  that  will 
ultimately  compel  our  oppressors  to  relinquish 
their  grasp,  which  we  are  convinced  will  be  ere 
long,  for  we  are  determined  that  while  there  is 
misery  in  the  cottage,  there  shall  be  no  p^ce  to 
the  inmates  of  the  hall.'  I  trust  you  will  act 
upon  that  resolution.  We  know  we  are  sur- 
rounded by  those  who  are  anxious  to  entrap  us ; 
bnt  let  us  stand  upon  the  plain  and  simple  truth, 
although  to-morrow  we  may  be  placed  in  the 
prisoner's  dock.  I  hope  they  shall  not  intimi- 
date us  from  asserting  our  rights  and  spreading 
our  principles.  I  hope  we  shall  never  cease 
doing  so,  though  the  dungeon  stands  gaping 
before  us.  If  our  forefathers  had  done  so,  we 
would  not  have  been  reduced  to  such  a  state  as 
this ;  and  if  we  regtet  that  our  forefathers  did 
not  do  so,  let  us  le&ve  freedom  as  a  legacy  to 
our  children  in  defiance  of  the  prisons.  The 
Government  are  driving  this  country  into  a  civil 
war ;  but  I  trust  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
Lord  John  Bussell  and  his  coUeafnies  shall  be 
brought  to  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  and  sent 
beyond  the  seas.  That  Lord  John  Bussell  does 
not  believe  his  own  statement  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  he  himself  is  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  further  reform;  and  what  further 
reform  does  Lord  John  Bussell  propose? 
Why,  the  very  smallest  bit  of  reform  which  the 
vnry  smallest  man  with  the '  very  smallest 
amount  of  brains  could  take  into  his  head.  Do 
our  authorities  wish  for  peace  ?  If  they  wish 
for  peace,  why  do  they  prevent  us  in  a  public 
wa^  from  expressing  our  opinions  ?  Our 
desire  is  to  keep  the  peaee,  bemuse  we  know 
that  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  country  depends 
our  existence.  Let  them  not  think  too  much 
of  their  parks  of  artillery,  their  thousands  of 
bayonets,  their  police  and  special  constables, 
for  I  ma^  tell  them  for  their  information  that  it 
is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  police  are  tainted  with 
the  principles  which  we  hold ;  and  I  know  fix»m 
my  own  experience,  that  even  in  the  very  ranks 
of  the  special  constables  there  are  men  with  the 
white  badge  on  their  arms,  who,  if  the  people 
are  attacked,  are  ready  to  tear  it  off,  and  take 
the  side  of  their  brethren.  There  is  as  much 
dissatisfaction  in  the  military  at  there  is  in  the 
civil  body;  but  although  all  these  men  were 
true,  they  must  not  foiget  the  advance  of  en- 
lightenment among  the  working  classes.  They 
must  be  aware  that  the  science  of  chemistry  has 
come  into  the  workshop,  and  that  there  are  meu 
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amoDg  tbe  working  classes  who  possess  a  know- 
ledge of  as  deadly  weapons  as  Warner's  Long 
Range ;  and  if  it  is  to  be  a  straggle  of  life  and 
dea^,  if  it  is  to  be  destruction,  tben  I  hope  that 
the  workmen  will  only  be  true  to  themselves, 
and  onlj  abstain  from  all  acts  of  aggression 
until  thej  are  aroused  bj  the  oppression  of 
their  oppressors ;  and  then  whatever  you  do,  do 
it  well.  ^  I  shall  conclude  by  calling  upon  you 
to  consider  that,  as  property  has  its  rights,  so 
has  property  its  duties.  If  the  leaders  of  the 
people  are  to  be  incarcerated,  if  the  people  are 
to  suffer  this  tamely,  if  those  who  have  an  in- 
terest in  keeping  you  down  feel  that  there  will 
be  no  cry  raised  against  them,  they  are  secure ; 
but  if  the  working  men  look  to  themselves,  if 
they  look  to  those  who  put  themselyes  in  the 
front  of  the  fray,  if  they  look  to  those  who  are 
willing  to  brave  every  danger,  then  the  working 
men  ought  to  consider  what  means  shall  be 
taken  to  protect  those  men.  Let  the  property 
and  persons  of  our  enemies  be  hostages  witi^ 
the  people,  for  the  safety  of  the  leaders  of  the 
people.  A  glorious  day  is  now  rising  before  us. 
Every  quarter  of  Europe  has  already  far  ad- 
vanced before  enlightened  Britain  ;  every  coun- 
try of  Europe  has  already  raised  the  standard  of 
freedom ;  and  shall  it  be  said  that  the  people  of 
Britain,  of  this  land,  which  claims  the  title  of 
'free,'  shall  be  allowed  to  lag  behind  in  the 
onward  march?  It  has  been  said  that  the 
French  are  inventive,  and  that  the  people  of 
Britain  have  this  faculty,  Uiat  upon  all  French 
inventions  they  improve.  Let  the  tyrants  be- 
ware how  they  drive  the  people  to  the  verge  of 
revolution,  or  the  shout  which  was  lately  heard 
in  France  may  be  resounded  through  Britain ; 
and  then,  I  trust,  Britain  will  improve  upon  the 
French  invention  of  a  Repubb'c." 


Hamilton  said : 

"  I  am  ghid  that  this  meetmg  has  given  the  lie 
direct  to  Lord  John  Bus^eir.  We  have  some  of 
the  highest  authorities  in  the  land  for  declaring 
that  the  people  have  a  perfect  right  to  make 
their  form  of  government  to  please  themselves. 
Now,  what  is  it  that  the  working  classes  in  this 
country  want  ?  They  want  a  great  change,  so 
that  every  man  that  labours  for  his  bread  should 
have  bread  to  eat,  and  they  shall  not  be  content 
until  there  is  not  a  pauper  in  the  land,  and  until 
the  labourer  shall  get  a  fair  day's  wage,  so  that 
he  may  be  enabled  to  earn  his  own  bread.  How 
can  this  chanp^e  be  brought  about  but  by  the 
people  oxganinng  themselves  into  bodies,  so  that 
they  may  be  united  ?  If  our  Leith  friends  had 
been  oiganized  properly,  and  had  we  been 
enabled  to  have  gone  down  for  them,  the  autho- 
rities would  not  have  dared  to  stop  the  pro- 
cession. This  is  bringing  my  aigument  home 
to  you.  You  should  be  organiz^  before  you 
can  be  able  to  cope  with  the  Government,  by 
opposing  force  to  force.  Our  leaders  are  in  a 
dangerous  position  just  now,  they  must  be  pro- 
tected. For  my  own  part,  I  am  prepared  to  go 
to  gaol  to-morrow.  You  must  organize  your- 
selves into  clubs,  so  that  yon  may  become 
united,  and  enabled  to  get  arms  to  protect  your 
lives  and  liberties.  If  your  leaders  are  sacri- 
ficed, be  prepared  to  do  something.    For  God's 


sake  get  organized  into  clubs.     Get  guns  aud 
bayonets." 

In  Banken's  speech  yoa  say  that  **  work- 
ing men  possess  a  knowledge  of  as  deadly 
weapons  as  Wamer*s  Long  Bange "  f — 
These  are  the  words  in  tbe  speech,  not  as 
in  the  paper. 

Was  there  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Cockbwm  there  P — Yes ;  but  I  destroyed 
his  speech. 

Were  any  of  the  speakers  checked,  or 
called  to  order  by  the  chair  P — Not  that  I 
recollect. 

Was  the  resolution  carried  P — It  was. 

Was  it  put  from  the  chair  to  the  meet- 
ing?— I  do  not  recollect. 

Did  you  see  any  flags  there  P — ^Tes. 

Did  you  observe  a  tricoloured  flag  P— A 
small  one. 

Andrew  Oliver  Smith — Examined. 

Confinned  the  previous  evidence,  and 
produced  a  copy  of  the  placard  calling 
the  meeting  of  April  28th.  The  purport 
of  the  placard  was  to  form  a  National 
Guard  in  Edinburgh. 

Logan  objected  that  the  placard  was  not 
evidence  until  it  had  been  shown  that  the 
prisoners  were  connected  with  the  National 
Guard. 

LoBD.  Justice  Clebk  :  You  may  be  able 
to  disconnect  yourselves  from  the  National 
Guard.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  proved  that 
the  subject  was  discussed  at  meetings  of 
the  25th  and  28th  April,  at  which  Banken 
and  Hamilton  were  present,  the  evidence 
is  admissible. 

The  witness  also  spoke  to  seeing  pla- 
cards posted  up  on  the  walls  as  to  meet- 
iuKs  of  the  National  Guard,  headed 
"National  Guard,"  and  proved  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

National  Guard. 

"  A  Nation  to  be  free  requires  but  Arms,  and 
a  knowledge  of  their  use.** 

"A  Public  Meeting  of  the  National  Guard 
will  be  held  in  the  Trades'  Hail,  Infirmaiy  Street, 
on  Wednesday,  June  28th,  for  the  transaction 
of  important  business.  The  various  dubs  are 
respectfully  invited  to  attend.  Doors  open  at 
eight  Chair  to  be  taken  at  half-past  eight. 
An  opportunity  will  be  given  to  those  deeircuF 
of  joining. 

*'  *  It  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to  have  am  .«/— 
Fortescue. 

"  'It  is  the  right  and  duty  of  all  men  tc  ha^c 
arms  of  defence  and  peace.' —  Bracton. 

«<  '  I  request  you  to  take  care  that  the  people 
be  well  armed,  and  in  readiness  on  all  occa- 
sions.'— Queen  Elizabeth, 

**  *  To  attack  the  lowest  among  the  people  is 
to  attack  the  whole  people.' — De  Lolme. 

**  'He  is  a  fool  who  knows  not  that  swords 
were  given  to  men  that  none  might  be  slaves 
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but  such  as    know    not   how    to    use    them.' 
^Algernon  Sidney. 

**  One  penny  will  be  charged  at  the  door,  to 
defray  expenses. 

"  Alex.  Elder,  printer,  243,  High  Street." 

Cross-examined  by  Moncreiff. 
I  could  not  say  that  I  saw  the  placard 
calling  a  meeting  on  April  28th,  for  the 
pnrpose  of  considering  the  propriety  of 
forming  a  National  Quard. 

Daniel  Mackay — Examined  by  Craufwrd. 

You  are  a  sergeant  in  the  Edinburgh 
Police  P— Yes. 

Did  you  attend  a  meeting  on  the  Calfcon 
Hill  on  the  24th  of  July  P— I  did.  It  was 
a  meeting  of  Chartists.  There  were  some 
hundreds  present. 

What  did  Ranhen  say  P — He  said  that 
he  did  not  want  to  speak  sedition ;  and 
that  our  rulers  did  not  define  what  sedi- 
tion was ;  and  that  some  judges  said  that 
it  consisted  in  this,  of  bringing  the  au- 
thorities into  contempt.  I  think  he 
mentioned  that  if  he  knew  what  sedition 
was  he  would  be  more  guarded.  *  He  said 
that  the  same  power  that  was  applied  to 
Ireland  might  be  applied  to  England  and 
Scotland.  He  then  read  the  resolution 
that  the  Chartists  and  Repealers  of  Edin- 
burgh wore  of  the  most  aecided  opinion 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Goyemment  of 
Britain  towards  Ireland  was  base,  un- 
principled, and  cowardly.  He  then 
alluded  to  the  Government's  infamous 
proclamations,  which  were  intended  for 
no  other  purpose  than  to  goad  the  people 
into  a  premature  rebellion.  He  then 
alluded  to  the  putting  into  the  hands  of 
despots  that  tyrannical  weapon,  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  He  then 
said  that  he  considered  the  people  of  Ire- 
land were  justified  in  their  determination 
to  resist  to  the  death  the  oligarchal 
rulers  who  would  crush  them ;  and  he 
prayed  that  the  Ood  of  Battles  would 
smile  on  the  oppressed,  and  enable  them 
to  improve  the  glorious  victory  which 
they  were  sure  to  win,  and  said  that  if 
the  Irish  did  begin  to  work  they  would 
make  a  finish  of  it.  He  trusted  that  the 
people  of  Scotland  would  be  ready  to 
sympathize  with  them,  because  they  must 
be  sorelyput  to  it. 

Did  Hamilton  speak  P — ^Yes,  imme- 
diately after  Banlcen,  He  said  that  as 
long  as  there  was  anv  upper  and  middle 
classes  the  working  classes  need  not  look 
for  justice.  That  there  should  be  but  one 
class.  He  called  upon  them  to  assist  the 
Irish  by  sending  them  money,  and  said 
that  if  there  were  spirited  young  men 
among  them,  they  should  go  over  and  help 
them.      He  baid   that  he  would  at  one 


time  have  been  satisfied  with  the  Charter, 
but  that  he  would  not  be  satisfied  now 
without  a  Republic. 

Did  Banken  speak  a  second  timeP — 
Yes.  The  chairman  commenced  to  read 
the  resolutions,  but  not  being  able  to 
read  the  handwriting,  Banken  rose,  and 
said  it  was  his  handwriting,  and  read  the 
resolutions.  He  alluded  atXerwards  to  the 
club  organization  of  Edinburgh,  and  said 
that  each  club  was  to  be  composed,  or 
was  composed,  of  100  men;  that  these 
were  to  be  divided  into  sections  of 
10  men  each,  having  a  leader  or  some 
party  to  take  charge  of  them.  He  alluded 
to  the  value  of  organization,  and  said 
that  the  expense  of  calling  that  meeting 
was  only  sixpence,  and  that  he  never  saw 
a  better  sixpence  worth  in  his  life.  He 
named  a  number  of  clubs — the  Wallace 
Olub,  the  Washington  Club,  the  WUUam 
Tell  Club,  the  Mitchel  Club,  the  Muir 
Club,  and  the  Faugh-a-Ballagh  Club,  or 
Clear-the-Way. 

Cross-examined  by  Monoreiff. 

When  did  yon  write  that  paper  from 
which  you  read  P — I  wrote  it  the  next  day 
after  the  meeting  took  place. 

Do  you  mean  that  identical  paper  in 
your  hand  P—No,  I  wrote  this  the  day  I 
went  to  the  Sheriff^s  OflSce  to  give  my  de- 
claration  to  the  fiscal. 

Is  that  paper  word  for  word  the  same 
as  the  paper  you  wrote  the  day  after  the 
meeting  P— Yes.  Mr.  Moxey  has  got  the 
other  paper  tram  me. 

The  Court :  The  witness  can  go  under 
the  charge  of  a  Macer  to  see  if  he  can 
recover  the  original ;  and  the  Macer  shall 
take  care  that  he  shall  not  communicate 
with  Mr.  Morey,  except  in  re^[ard  to  that 
paper,  and  communicate  with  nobody 
else. 
Jame$  Linton  —Examined  by  Craufwrd, 

A  constable.  Confirmed  the  last  witness. 
Banken  said  that  the  conduct  of  Gk>vem- 
ment  towards  Ireland  was  base,  unprin- 
cipled, and  cowardly,  and  prayed  that  the 
God  of  Battles  would  smile  upon  them, 
and  enable  them  to  crown  their  efibrts 
with  victory.  He  proceeded  to  make  an 
attack  upon  the  Government  for  their 
past  and  present  rule.  He  then  spoke  of 
the  tyrannical  power  put  into  the  hands 
of  despots  by  the  suspension  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act.  He  urged  on  the 
meeting  the  necessity  of  sending  men  and 
money  to  Ireland ;  but  this  last  statement 
I  afterwards  cancelled  from  my  notes,  for 
I  recollected  afterwards  that  I  had  con- 
founded it  with  what  Hamilton  said. 
Banken  then  stated  that  when  Groveru- 
[  mient  wanted  to  pass  any  bill  that  afiected 
their  own  interest,  they  made  no  delay  in 
passing  it;    but  if  a    bill   afi'ected    the 
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people,  they  were  yery  tedious  in  passing 
It. 

HamiUon  directed  their  attention  to  the 
present  state  of  affairs  in  France;  be 
urged  on  them  to  send  money  and  men  to 
Ireland  to  aid  the  people ;  he  said  there 
were  180,000  fighting  men  in  Ireland. 
He  further  stated  |hat  the  Charter  should 
be  the  law  of  the  land ;  but  nothing  but  a 
Bepublic  would  satisfy  bim  now.  He 
declared  that  he  thought  there  should  be 
but  one  class  of  peo|^e — the  lower ;  that 
the  middle  and  higher  classes  had  been 
the  ruin  of  the  country;  and  that  the 
poor  working  man  would  obtain  no  jas- 
tice  till  the  middle  and  higher  classes  were 
done  away  with.  He  further  addressed 
himself  particularly  to  the  yonng  men  of 
Edinburgh,  and  exhorted  the  most  spirited 
among  them  to  take  a  trip  over  to  Ire- 
land, and  assist  the  Irish  in  their  present 
struggle.    These  are  all  the  notes  1  took. 

Ranken  spoke  a  second  time.  He  read 
over  three  resolutions  that  had  been  pro^ 
posed  in  the  course  of  the  meeting.  The 
first  denounced  the  conduct  of  Govern- 
ment towards  Ireland,  that  it  was  base, 
unprincipled,  and  cowardly;  the  second 
declared  that  the  conduct  or  Government 
towards  Ireland  was  unjust  and  illegal ; 
and  the  third  declared  that  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  went  to 
goad  the  people  on  to  premature  rebellion. 
He  next  referred  to  tlie  organization  of 
clubs,  each  to  consist  of  100,  and  that 
special  persons  should  take  charge  of 
each  ten.  He  also  said  that  the  present 
meeting  had  been  got  up  at  the  cheap  ex- 
pense of  sixpence.  He  named  various 
dubs — the  WoBhingtont  the  MitcheU  the 
Wallace,  the  Faugh-a-Ballagh,  the  Muir, 
and  the  William  Tell  Clubs. 

Cross-examined  by  Moncreiff. 

Did  the  speakers  exhort  the  people  to 
go  home  ouietly  without  committing  any 
breach  of  the  peace?  —  Yes.  About 
3,000  persons  were  present.  I  wrote  the 
first  half  of  my  notes  in  the  police-office. 

When  did  von  recollect  that  the  state- 
ment you  had  cancelled  as  not  belonging 
to  Ban1een*8  speech,  bat  HamiUon* 8? — 
Shortly  after  the  notes  were  all  finished, 
when  I  began  to  think  again. 

Look  at  what  Hamilton  said  in  the  be- 
ginning of  his  speech  P — ^Tbat  they  should 
send  men  and  money  to  Ireland  to  aid  the 
people  in  their  struggle. 

Is  there  anything  about  pikes  ? — ^There 
is  also  a  passage  which  says  pikes  are 
easily  maae.  I  think  it  was  Maedonald 
who  said  it,  but  I  cannot  swear  distinctly 
by  whom  it  was  said. 
Aleaoander  Elder — Examined  by  Oraufurd, 

Printer  in  High  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Spoke   to  printing  the    placard  for  the 


meeting  on  Bruntsfield  Links  for  the 
National  Guard.  Only  knew  one  member  of 
the  National  Guard,  John  Chay,  who  pnid 
the  bill.  EEad  printed  other  placards  for 
them ;  charged  the  first  bill  to  the  Chart- 
ist committee,  but  they  objected,  and  it 
was  paid  by  Gray,  On  the  night  before 
the  Bruntsfield  placard  was  published 
Crrani  called  and  asked  how  the  printing 
was  getting  on.  Also  printed  the  pam- 
phlet  **  Military  Discipline  made  Easy  " 
in  May  or  June  for  Maehay,  and  notices 
of  it  for  posting  on  the  walls.  Had  no 
communication  with  the  Chartist  com- 
mittee on  the  subject.  Ranken  and 
HamiUon  were  members  of  the  managing 
committee  of  the  Weekly  Express;  also 
Orant  for  a  short  time.  Manken  was 
sub-editor. 

Cross-examined  by  Moncreiff, 

How  long  have  you  known  Ranken  ? — 
About  five  years.  He  is  what  is  called  a 
moral  force  Chartist.  I  have  heard  him 
speak  strongly  against  physical  force.  I 
heard  him  on  one  occasion,  in  the  Weekly 
Express  office,  speak  very  energetically 
against  the  National  Guard,  and  say  they 
were  damaging  the  movement. 

You  printed  a  placard  for  a  meeting  of 
the  28th  of  April  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  forming  a  National  Guard  ;  from  whom 
did  it  come  P — I  understood  it  came  from 
the  Chartist  committee;  and  I  sent  the 
account  to  Mr.  Walker,  the  treasurer,  and  he 
said  I  would  get  payment  from  Mr.  Oray ; 
and  I  did  get  payment  from  Mr  .  Qray. 

Be -examined  by  Oraufurd. 

Who  brought  that  placard  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  ^th  April  to  you  ?— I  do  not 
recollect. 

What  made  you  think  it  came  from  the 
Chartist  committee  P— I  was  in  the  habit 
of  getting  printing  from  them. 

By  the  Cowrt :  Was  the  managing  com- 
mittee of  the  newspaper  the  same  as  the 
committee  of  the  Chartist  Association  P — 
No. 

John  Ferguson — Examined  by  Oraufwrd. 

A  pawnbroker  in  Edinburgh.  A  mem  - 
her  of  the  Chartist  body.  Knew  the  three 
prisoners  at  the  bar,  and  knew  they  were 
members  of  the  Chartist  committee. 

Do  you  remember,  when  Ra/nken  was  in 
London,  ^-our  writing  a  letter  to  him  P 
—Yes,  a  joint  letter  between  Mr.  Walker 
and  me. 

Logan :  Was  that  letter  (produced)  found 
after  the  apprehension  of  the  prisoner,  or 
before  P 

Cravfurd:  1  shall  prove  where  it  was 
found.  Is  that  the  letter  P—Yes.  It  is  all 
in  my  handwriting,  and  signed  by  Walker 
and  me.  It  was  addressed  to  Ranken,  bnt 
it  was  intended  both  for  James  Gumming 
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and  Ranheii.  It  contained  a  reaaest  that 
Banlcen,  after  reading  it,  shonid  forward  it 
to  Gumming.  They  were  delegates  eleoted 
at  a  public  meeting  in  Edinburgh  to  at- 
tend the  National  Convention  in  London. 

What  made  you  write  a  letter  to  Banken 
and  CwnnUng  together  P — I  had  been  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  Banken,  and  I 
said  I  would  perhaps  drop  him  a  note 
statiuR  what  was  going  on.  It  was  no 
official  letter  from  any  one,  just  from 
myself.  I  had  heard  a  National  Guard 
was  formed  in  Edinburgh.  I  heard  it 
from  public  report.  I  saw  the  bills  calling 
meetings  of  the  National  Guard. 

From  whom  did  you  hear  it  P — I  cannot 
recollect;  it  was  a  general  talk  at  the 
time. 

John  FaUon — Examined  by  Cravfurd, 
Constable.      Proved    finding    letter    in 
Cumming*8  house  on  July  26th. 

John  Brownlee — Examined  by  Crau/urd, 

Constable.  Proved  finding  a  printed 
paper  headed  *' Literature  "  in  Grant* s 
noDse  on  July  31st.  There  was  a  score 
down  the  middle  of  it. 

Alexander  Macvh^son — Examined  by 
Craufwd, 

Constable.  Proved  finding  a  copy  of 
the  pamphlet,  **  Military  Discipline  made 
Easy,"  at  the  Daily  Ewpreee  office  on  July 
26th,  on  a  table  amongst  other  papers. 

John  JBart^tZZ— Examined  by  Grau/wd, 

Newsagent.  Provedprinting  the  Daily 
Ejepress  newspaper.  Was  not  the  regis- 
tered printer.  The  article  "Literature  " 
was  sent  for  insertion  hj  Grant,  as  I 
understood,  and  I  prohibited  it.  Grant 
was  the  regular  printer  and  publisher.  I 
stopped  it  after  it  was  in  type,  and  directed 
it  to  be  returned  to  Grant.  I  was  dis- 
satisfied with  my  connection  with  the 
paper,  and  put  an  end  to  it.  It  was  sent 
less  than  a  month  before  May  20th,  when 
the  paper  was  discontinued. 

Cross-examined  by  Jjogan. 

It  was  in  print  when  I  stopped  it.  My 
foreman  showed  it  to  me.  Grant  was  not 
present. 

Peter  ITDofi^aZI— Examined  by  Graufurd. 

You  are  a  member  of  the  Chartist  Asso- 
ciation P — No.  I  am  acquainted  with  the 
prisoners  at  the  bar.  I  attended  several 
meetings  on  the  Calton  Hill. 

Were  you  at  the  last  meeting  before 
the  prisoners  were  apprehended  P — "Yes. 
HaimiUon  recommended  the  people  to  arm, 
to  defend  themselves  and  tneir  property. 
Banhen  recommended  the  men  to  organize 
into  sections  of  ten  men  each. 

Did  he  say  anything  about  what  would 


happen  if  that  organisation  was  perfect  P 
— I  cannot  say  anything  as  to  that. 

Had  yon  any  conversation  with  him 
about  gunsP — Yes,  one  might,  at  the 
Waterloo  Booms,  he  said  he  was  not  such 
a  fool  as  to  recommend  the  people  to  arm. 
I  cannot  recollect  the  date. 

By  the  Court :  Was  it  after  a  meeting  P — 
Yes. 

Graufwrd:  Did  he  say  anything  about 
gathering  or  saving  up  to  get  a  gun  P — 
No;  I  never  heard  Banken  say  so.  I 
spoke  in  his  company  that  I  had  a  rifle. 
I  was  a  member  of  a  riQe  club  for  shooting 
games .  Banken  said  it  was  a  useless  thing 
to  keep  a  enii  for.  He  said  I  might  keep 
it  for  another  purpose  than  that.  He  said 
no  more.    He  saia  it  almost  as  if  in  joke. 

Did  he  say  anythins  to  you  about  the 
lirice  of  guns  ? — I  heara  him  say  that  there 
was  a  man  who  could  sell  guns  for  a  pound 
a  piece ;  this  was  in  the  looby  of  the  hall, 
coming  from  the  meeting.  It  was  not 
exactly  between  me  and  him.  We  were 
speaking  backwards  and  forwards  about 
the  gun;  and  he  said  that  people  could 
buy  guns  for  a  pound. 

Was  HamiUon  present  P — He  was  not  in 
the  lobby  at  the  time. 

Did  you  speak  to  Hamilton  that  same 
evening  about  it  P — No. 

Had  not  you,  Banhen,  and  Hamilton,  a 
conversation  about  guns  P — HamiUon  said 
that  Peddie,  of  Newcastle,  could  furnish 
guns  for  about  18«.  a  piece.  Banken  said 
Peddie  was  a  humbug.  The  conversation 
took  place  at  the  Waterloo  Booms.  I  do' 
not  Imow  whether  there  was  any  fund  for 
the  purchasing  of  arms. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  guns  beino' 
bonght  P— Yes,  one  William  M'Kechnie  told 
roe  ^ns  had  been  bought.  I  could  not 
say  if  he  was  a  member  of  the  Chartist 
Association. 

Was  there  a  gun  came  to  your  house 
for  M'Kechnie  P — A  gun  came  to  my  house  ; 
it  was  not  for  me;  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  for  M'Kechnie  or  not.  I 
asked  him  about  it,  and  he  said  the  gun 
had  been  bought.  He  did  not  tell  me 
by  whom. 

Cross-examined  by  Logan, 

At  the  Calton  Hill  meeting  you  said 
that  Hamilton  recommended  the  people  to 
arm,  to  defend  themselves  and  their  pro- 
perty. Do  you  remember  his  warning 
them  not  to  be  the  first  aggressors  ? — Yes. 
I  understood  that  he  meant  that  thej 
should  not  be  the  first  to  break  the  peace. 

Do  you  remember  of  his  adjuring  them, 
in  the  name  of  God,  not  io  break  the 
peace  P — Yes. 

Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Mackayt  called  by  way  of  derision,  the 
Biigamef -General  P — I  have  seen  him. 
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Do  >ou  remember  seeing  him  at  a 
meeting  in  Bichmond  Street  Gnapel,  when 
the  Delegates  were  giving  an  account 
of  their  mission  to  London  P  —  Yes. 
HamiUon  was  there,  and  censored  Mdokayy 
and  said  he  was  the  means  of  doing  a 
great  deal  of  injury  in  telling  the  people 
to  buy  guns ;  and  they  oast  out  m  the 
meeting  about  it.  I  cannot  tell  the  date 
of  the  meeting ;  I  think  it  was  some  time 
in  the  month  of  June. 

By  the  Gowrt:  You  say  that  Haimlton 
warned  them  not  to  be  the  first  aggressors 
at  the  time  he  told  them  to  get  arms  to 
defend  themselves  and  their  property. 
Against  whom  were  they  to  defend  them- 
selves?— A^inst  any  person  who  would 
interfere  with  them  at  their  meetings. 

And  the  aggressors  might  be  the  police, 
or  the  constables,  or  troops  that  might 
come  to  disperse  the  meetings  ? — I  could 
not  say. 

Just  whoever  interfered  with  them, 
whether  at  their  houses  or  meetings? — 
He  did  not  say  so,  but  I  understood  it 
to  be  at  the  me^tings.  I  understood 
Hamilton's  exhortation  was  to  get  arms, 
and  prevent  any  persons  whatever  from 
interfering  with  them  at  their  meetings. 

Orattfwrd :  T  now  mropose  to  read  the 
letters  addressed  by  Ferauaon  to  BanJcen, 
and  directed  to  be  seen  by  Cwnmmg,  and 
found  open  in  the  possession  of  Otunming. 

Monereiff:  In  point  of  fact  Banleen  was 
not  in  London  at  the  time,  and  I  believe 
the  envelope  on  the  back  is  marked  with 
the  words  **  Not  found."  If  that  be  the 
case,  it  destroys  any  presumption  of 
regular  delivery  in  ordinary  course. 

uraufurd:  On  the  back  is  marked, 
*'  Not  known  as  directed.'' 

John  Fallon,  recalled,  spoke  to  finding 
the  letter  addressed  to  Banken  in  Cum' 
ming's  house. 

John  Mvrray  confirmed  this,  and  iden- 
tified the  letter. 

Monereiff,  for  Banken,  objected  that 
this  letter  could  not  be  read,  inasmuch  as 
it  was  not  shewn  that  it  had  ever  come 
into  Banken*8  hands. 

LoBD  Ju8TICE-Cl££K  :  If  it  went  to 
Cwnming  by  mistake,  and  never  reached 
Banken,  to  whom  it  was  directed,  it 
would  be  competent  for  you  to  prove  the 
fact ;  but  as  this  letter  was  posted  to  Ban* 
ken,  the  Court  cannot  presume  that  there 
was  a  miscarriage  in  the  post  office,  moro 
especially  as  the  letter  itself  bears  that  it 
was  to  be  communicated  to  Cwnmmg,  in 
whose  hands  it  was  found. 

Monereiff:  It  is  necessary  to  prove  Ban- 
ken's  knowledge  of  the  letter.  The  writer 
Ferguson  is  not  accused  as  a  co-conspirator. 
Put  the  case  that  the  letter  had  contained 
a  disclosure  of  some  nefarious  design, 
altogether  unconnected  with  the  alleged 


Chartist  conspiracy,  that  clearly  would 
not  be  evidence.  Frskine,  in  the  case  of 
Hardjy,  1794,  (a)  properly  drew  the  dis- 
tinction between  what  an  agent  does,  and 
what  he  says  he  has  done.  This  letter  is 
not  a  statement  of  what  is  to  be  done,  but 
a  narrative  of  what  has  been  done.  Even 
if  written  by  a  party  to  the  conspiracy, 
according  to  the  principle  stated  by 
ErsMne  in  Hardy's  case,  the  letter  would 
not  have  been  evidence  against  the  party 
to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

Lord  Advocate:  Although  it  has  not 
been  shown  that  Ferguson,  the  writer 
of  the  letter,  was  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  conspiracy,  it  has  been 
shown  that  Woblker,  who  also  subscribed 
it,  and  Cwnming,  to  whom  •it  was  com- 
municated, were  both  members  of  the 
Chartist  committee,  and  it  could  not  be 
supposed  that  it  would  reach  Cwnmvng's 
hands  except  through  the  medium  of  the 
prisoner  Banken.  This  circumstance 
caused  the  case  to  difier  essentially  from 
that  of  Hardy,  where  only  the  writer 
{ThelioaU)  was  said  to  have  been  a  con- 
spirator, and  not  the  receiver.  Letters 
from  one  conspirator  to  another  are  evi- 
dence. He  also  quoted  Lord  Monoreiff^s 
opinion  in  the  case  of  the  Cotton  8pinners.(2>) 

Lord  MEBwni :  The  document m  Hardy's 
case  contained  only  the  relation  that  cer- 
tain songs  were  sung,  written  by  one 
person  to  another,  who  was  unconcerned 
with  the  crime  charged.  It  was  not  a 
letter  written  from  one  conspirator  to 
another.  Here  Walker  is  proved  to  have 
been  a  conspirator  as  much  as  Bankffn. 
The  important  point  is,  that  at  the  end  of 
the  letter  there  is  a  statement  that  the 
letter  is  to  be  handed  to  Cwnmhvg,  and 
the  letter  is  found  in  Cwnming's  hands 
open.  The  presumption  is,  that  it  came 
to  the  person  entitled  to  open  it,  was 
opened,  and  shown  to  Cumming.  Even  if 
Banken  had  never  seen  the  letter,  I  think 
it  is  good  evidence.  I  consider  the  case 
greatly  different  from  that  of  H<vrdy, 

Lord  MoNCBEiPF :  Mv  impression  as  to 
the  case  of  Hardy  was  oifferent.  I  suspect 
that  it  was  the  case  of  a  letter  from  one 
conspirator  to  another,  and  that  it  was 
admitted.  I  see  no  objection  to  this 
letter.  It  is  signed  by  JVaiker,  and  may 
be  considered  his  as  much  as  Ferguson's. 
It  is  addressed  to  Banken,  and  to  be  com- 
municated tp  another  alleged  conspirator. 
It  is  ssid  for  the  pannel  that  he  did  not 
see  the  letter.  This  may  be  in  the  first 
instance  supposed.  But  suppose  he  did 
not  see  it  at  first,  he  might  after- 
wards see  it;   therefore  it  is  not  to  be 


(a)  24  St.  Tr.  448. 

(6)  3  St.  Tr.  N.S.  1285  ;    Swinton's  Report, 
p.  132. 
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assumed  that  he  uever  saw  it.  It  is  said 
that  it  contains  a  narrative  only.  But  it 
is  pnt  in  as  proving  a  conspiracy,  and  a 
narrative  of  things  said  to  have  been  done 
maybe  a  most  important  item  of  evidence. 
Lord  Justice  -  Clebk  :  It  is  always 
satisfactory  when,  in  giving  a  decision, 
we  find  the  opinions  of  other  judges  coin- 
ciding with  our  owTi.  But  when  there 
has  been  great  difference  in  the  decisions 
delivered,  we  are  better  situated  to  decide 
after  the  lapse  of  fifty  years  than  when 
the  point  rose  suddenly^  and  two  of  the 
most  eminent  of  the  English  judges 
differed  from  the  majority  of  the  Court. 
I  have  often  considered  the  case  of  Hardy. 
and  I  find  it  often  alluded  to  by  others. 
Giving  due  Tf eight  to  the  opinion  of  the 
majority,  I  tiiink  it  went  on  a  misappre- 
hension. In  conspiracy,  the  purpose  and 
intention  is  what  is  to  be  proved.  The 
acts  of  those  concerned,  though  unknown 
to  the  prisoners,  may  be  good  evidence  of 
the  design.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  Brand- 
reih,{a)  it  was  permitted  to  prove  acts  done 
in  one  part  or  England  to  establish  the 
design  entertained  in  common  with  those 
in  another.  In  the  same  way  a  statement 
of  the  particulars  at  a  meeting  is  evidence 
to  prove  the  intention ;  also  (as  in  this 
case)  a  letter  expressing  approbation  of 
the  procedure.  The  letter  is  not  ten- 
dered as  evidence  proving  the  facts  sttited 
in  it,  but  as  proving  the  design  and  animus 
of  the  conspirators  from  the  lines  of  their 
correspondence.  The  narrative  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  National  Guard,  of  the  feeling 
in  its  favour,  all  go  to  show  the  purpose 
as  much  as  if  the  facts  were  true.  It  is 
part  of  the  follv  of  such  means  that  people 
delude  themselves.  But  does  a  statement 
that  may  be  false,  avowing  what  the  pur- 
pose is,  less  prove  that  purpose  becai;Lse  it 
occurs  in  a  pretended  narrative  of  what 
has  not  happened  P  Therefore  I  think  it 
was  a  misapprehension  to  say  that  the 
document  in  Hwrd^'s  case  was  not  evi- 
dence  because  it  was  not  proved  that  the 
songs  were  sung.  The  fact  of  making  the 
narrative  (though  false)  may  prove  the 
purpose  of  the  conspirators. (6)  As  to  the 
objection  that  the  letter  was  not  received 
by  Ranken^  I  lay  that  aside  as  of  no  im- 
portance. It  is  good  evidence,  just  as  state- 
ments made  by  the  conspirators  here  would 
affect  him  when  in  London.  He  may  take 
away  the  effect  by  subsequent  explanation, 
bat  ill  the  meantime  it  must  be  received, 
A  person  once  joining  in  a  conspiracy  may 
be  answerable  for  much  which  he  did  not 


(a)  82  St.  Tr.  765. 

{h)  The  letter  in  Hardy's  case  was  rejected, 
as  not  written  in  furtherance  of  the  conspiracy. 
See  Beg,  v.  Blake,  6  Q.B.  126  ;  Reg.y,  O'Con- 
we//,  5  St.  Tr.  N.S.  1. 


intend.  Assuming,  then,  that  the  letter 
was  not  seen  by  Biankeny  I  think  it  good 
evidence.  My  brother.  Lord  Monoreiff,  is 
under  a  mistake,  in  supposing  that  the 
document  was  admitted  in  the  discussion 
in  Hardy*8  case,  to  which  reference  has 
been  made.  Another  document  was  re- 
ceived, as  to  which  the  facts  were  thought 
to  be  different. 

Lord  MoNCfcEirr :  I  see  it  was  so.  But  I 
concur  on  principle  in  receiving  this  docu- 
ment.(a) 

November  14th. 

The  following  exculpatory  evidence  (6) 
was  adduced  on  behalf  of  Eanken. 

Walter  Prtn^Zd— Examined  by  Monereiff, 

Shoemaker  in  Edinburgh.  A  member 
of  the  Chartist  Association  for  about 
eight  years  in  Edinburgh.  Spoke  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Chartist  committee  held 
on  the  25th  April.  A  propositioii  was 
made  about  the  formation  of  a  National 
Guard.  It  was  an  ordinary  meeting  of  the 
committee. 

It  was  not  called  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  any  motion  about  the  National 
Guard? 

Lord  Justice-Clebk  :  It  is  right  that 
the  Court  should  know  that  you  (the  wit- 
ness) understand  the  position  you  are  in. 
You  have  no  protection  when  colled  as  a 
witness  for  the  prisoners.  You  ai*e  not 
bound  to  answer  questions  which  might 
criminate  yourself.  Whatever  you  say  is 
another  question ;  but  I  think  it  neces- 
sary to  put  that  before  you. 

jkoncreiff:  H!ave  you  any  objection  to 
go  on  and  answer  these  questions  ? — No. 

Had  there  been  a  proposal  prior  to  that 
meeting  about  a  National  Guard  ?— Yes ; 
a  requisition  was  sent  by  one  JoJt/n 
Machay.  He  was  generally  called  the 
Brigadier-General.  He  got  up  a  requisi- 
tion to  the  Association,  which  they 
rejected  altogether;  they  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 

On  the  25th  of  April  the  committee  did 
not  agree  to  form  into  a  National  Guard  P 
-No. 

What  passed  P— There  were  different 
ideas  among  the  committee  in  regard  to 
the  legality  of  the  National  Guard.  There 
had  been  previcu^'  meetings  of  other  bodies 
not  connected  with  the  A^ociation,  and  it 
was  they  that  brought  up  the  requisition. 
The  committee  thought  that  it  would  hurt 
the  Association  to  take  it  up,  and  that  it 
should  be  thrown  open  to  others  to  deal 

(a)  See  an  extract  below,  p.  548. 

(6)  In  Scotland  the  prosecutor  is  obliged  to 
close  his  case  before  proof  in  excalpation  begins, 
and  no  rebutting  evidence  can  be  called. 
2  Alison.  Or.  L.  xx. 
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with  it.  Ecmhen  moved  that  the  qnestion 
should  be  sent  oat  to  a  public  meeting. 
He  was  quite  opposed  to  the  committee 
having  anvthine  to  do  with  it.  He  re- 
ferrea  to  tne  botner  a  few  weeks  before,  in 
consequence  of  riots  and  breaking  of 
lamps,  which  was  laid  to  the  blame  of  the 
Chartists,  although  thev  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it ;  and  he  said,  that  if  anything 
occurred,  the  committee  would  get  all  the 
blame  of  it,  unless  the  matter  was  sent 
out  to  be  disposed  of  by  a  public  meeting. 
The  whole  of  the  committee  were  of  the 
same  opinion,  that  it  should  only  be  con- 
sidered at  a  public  meeting ;  but  to  allow 
those  parties  that  wished  ifc,  to  get  up  a 
public  meeting. 

Do  I  understand  yon  that  the  resolution 
come  to  by  the  committee  was  not  that 
the  Chartist  Association  should  call  the 
meeting,  but  to  leave  it  to  those  other 
parties  you  spoke  of  to  call  the  meeting, 
and  that  any  one  might  attend  that 
chose  ? — ^Yes. 

Did  Banken  say  anything  to  you  about 
Machay  ? — He  cautioned  me  as  to  Ifoel^ai/, 
and  said,  that  man  might  hurt  the  move- 
ment.   . 

Who  called  the  meeting  on  the  28th  of 
April  in  Adam  Square  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  forming  a  National  Guard  P — 
They  were  a  committee  distinct  from  the 
Chartist  committee.  None  of  the  com- 
mittee had  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  col- 
lectively ;  I  do  not  know  whether  indi- 
vidually or  not. 

You  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  calling 
of  that  meeting,  though  you  are  a  member 
of  the  committee  P — ^Nothing. 

The  committee  of  the  Chartist  Associa- 
tion never  had  anything  to  do  with  the 
National  Guard  as  a  committee.  Hanken 
was  quite  opposed  to  the  formation  of  a 
National  Guard  at  that  time. 

Examined  by  Logcm^  for  Orcmt. 

You  have  said  that  it  seemed  to  be  the 
mind  of  the  committee  that  evening 
(25th  April),  that  it  was  right  to  bring 
the  matter  before  the  public,  as  some  par- 
ties were  going  secretly  about  it  P — Yes. 

Orcmt  was  present  at  that  meeting,  and 
introduced  the  qnestion  to  the  meeting  P 
—Yes. 

And  his  reason  for  bringing  it  before 
the  meeting  was,  that  some  parties  out- 
of-doors  were  going  secretly  about  it  p — 
Yes. 

Was  Hamilton  at  the  meeting  of  the 
25th  April  P — I  cannot  say;  I  do  not  re- 
member of  his  taking  any  part  in  the 
meeting,  aJthough  he  might  have  been 
there. 

Cross-examined  by  Oraufurd. 

Were  you  present  whea  Mackay's  pro- 
pusal  was  made  the  week  before  P — Yes. 


Did  you  concur  in  opposing  itP — ^Yes, 
because  I  did  not  see  the  use  of  his  argu- 
ment as  to  the  National  Guard  and 
physical  means.  The  nature  of  Machay^a 
proposal  was  to  get  up  a  National  Guard, 
the  same  as  was  got  up  in  Nottingham 
and  Aberdeen. 

Did  he  explain  what  the  National 
Guard  was  to  doP — ^Not  to  the  com- 
mittee. I  do  not  know  what  he  meant  to 
be  done. 

Why  did  you  oppose  it  P-*Because  we 
did  not  wish  to  homologate  the  Chartist 
Association  with  any  other  association. 

Did  he  say  anything  as  to  how  the 
National  Guard  was  to  be  organized  P — 
He  said  it  was  to  take  in  all  parties, 
whether  Chartists  or  not.  The  number 
was  to  be  very  great  according  to  his  cal- 
culation. He  said  its  object  was  to  pro- 
tect life  and  property. 

Did  he  say  how  it  was  to  protect  life 
and  property  ? — I  cannot  say. 

Who  were  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  the  week  before  P — A  great 
many  were  there.  I  think  all  the 
prisoners  were  there,  bnt  the  meeting 
was  closed  before  they  considered  Maokay'a 
suggestion — I  mean  they  dissolved  before 
they  would  consider  the  proposal  at  all. 
We  understood  that  he  wanted  to  make 
us  a  party  to  get  up  the  National  Guard. 

In  what  shape  was  Mackay*8  communi- 
cation made  P — In  writing. 

Did  you  as  a  member  understand  that 
it  was  to  protect  life  and  property  ?— I  did 
not  understand  that  it  was  to  protect  life 
and  property  at  all,  or  I  woul^  have  gone 
along  with  it  myself.  I  believed  it  was 
just  a  plot  to  break  up  the  Chartist  move- 
ment. 

How  to  break  it  upp — Because  there 
were  different  parties,  who  had  different 
ideas  in  regard  to  moral  and  physical 
force. 

By  the  Cowrt :  "VVTaat  do  you  mean  by 
physical  force— what  idea  have  you  of  it  P 
— The  idea,  so  far  as  I  understand  it,  is 
that  some  persons  thought  they  wonld 

ghin  the  Charter  by  joining  the  National 
uard  and  fighting  for  it.  Others  were 
of  opinion  that  by  moral  force  demon- 
stration, with  tracts  and  instruction^  as 
in  the  case  of  the  Beform  Bill  and  the 
Corn  Law  League— they  would  gain  their 
object. 

Grouufwrd:  Did  you  consider  the  pro- 
proposal  of  Mctckay's  to  be  a  physical 
force  movement  P — Yes.  I  understood 
myself  that  this  National  Guard  was  to  be 
armed. 

Was  it  the  communication  that  wag 
made  to  that  meeting  that  led  you  to 
understand  that  the  National  Guard  were 
to  have  arms  P — No.  It  was  the  general 
talk  and  understanding  of  the  parties  con- 
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templating  this  moyement^  that  Machay*8 
proposal  was  to  use  arms. 

Did  the  three  prisoners  at  the  har  agree 
with  yon  in  ohjecting  to  tbis  proposal  P — 
Yes. 

Did  they  state  their  grounds  for  reject- 
ing it? — Grant  and  Ranhen  did.  Orani 
said,  he  helieved  that  by  allowing  it  to  go 
on,  they  would  get  into  a  hobble,  as  they 
had  got  before ;  referring  to  the  statement 
that  the  Chartist43  were  the  cause  of  the 
riots,  with  which  they  had  nothing  to 
do. 

Did  Orani  say  whether  he  thought  it  a 

Ebysical  force  movement  or  notP — No; 
ut  we  might  understand  that  he  con- 
sidered it  to  be  a  physical  force  move- 
ment. Banken  said,  the  best  way  to  get 
out  of  it  was  to  have  a  public  meeting  to 
consider  of  it. 

By  the  Court :  "Was  this  the  week  before 
the  26th  P— It  was  the  first  night.  Very 
little  was  said  about  It;  the  meeting 
merely  laughed  at  it. 

Orcwfwrd:  On  the  second -night  (April 
25th),  who  commenced  the  conversation 
about  it  P — 1  believe  Grant  commenced  it. 
I  do  not  recollect  if  he  made  any  motion. 
There  was  a  general  motion  made  by 
Baniken,  bat  Chrant,  I  think,  merely  made 
suggestions:  and  one  suggestion  was,  to 
take  up  that  business  and  get  it  settled. 
I  can't  speak  to  the  exact  words,  but  that 
was  the  purport  of  it.  There  was  only  one 
motion.  Chrant  spoke  a  good  deal  in  re- 
gard to  the  bad  onaracter  which  the  riots 
had  given  to  the  Chartists,  and  cautioned 
the  committee  that  this  proposal  might 
hurt  their  character  to. 

What  was  Banken* a  motion  P — ^That  a 
public  meeting  should  be  called  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  forming  a  National 
Guard. 

.  Did  any  person  present  oppose  the 
motion  P — They  all  concurred  in  it,  with 
the  expectation  that  it  would  take  it  off 
the  committee  altogether.  I  do  not  re- 
member anyone  protesting  against  it. 

WtsFeter  Anaerson present? — Yes.  He 
resigned  his  secretaryship.  He  said  he 
would  not  sit  any  longer  after  they  had 
discussed  such  a  subject.  I  remained  after 
Anderson  went  away.  I  attended  other 
meetings  of  the  committee  after  that.  I 
was  not  at  the  meeting  of  the  28th  of 
April,  in  Adam  Square. 

Why  did  you  not  go  to  that  meeting  P — 
Because  I  did  not  agree  with  the  propoFal 
to  be  there  made.    I  thought  it  wrong. 

Did  you  not  agree  with  the  motion  for 
considering  the  propriety  of  forming  the 
National  Guard  at  a  public  meeting  P — I 
agreed  to  have  it  off  the  committee  alto- 
gether. 1  wished  the  committee  to  have 
no  more  to  do  with  it. 

The  motion  jon  supported  was,  to  pall 


a  public  meeting  to  consider  the  propriety 
of  forming  the  National  Guard.  And  now 
you  say,  that  you  did  not  go  to  that  meet- 
ing, because  you  tboaght  it  wrong  P — Yes. 

Why  did  you  support  the  motion? — 
Because  I  thought  it  would  take  it  off  the 
committee.  I  agreed  with  Anderson  so 
far.  He  went  away  with  the  idea  that  the 
committee  had  done  something  with  it; 
but  they  never  did,  else  I  would  have  gone 
along  with  him. 

By  the  Court :  The  motion  of  Banken 
was,  that  instead  of  the  committee  de- 
ciding, it  should  be  left  to  call  a  public 
meeting  to  consider  the  propriety  of  form- 
ing the  Guard? — Yes.  The  committee 
were  of  opinion  that  if  we  opposed  the 
calling  of  a  public  meeting,  the  parties 
would  not  get  it ;  and  our  object  was  to 
take  no  part  in  it. 

OroMfurd :  You  were  also  of  that  opinion  ? 
—Yes. 

Did  any  person  at  that  meeting  of  the 
25th  of  April  make  a  direct  motion  to 
oppose  it  P — Not  to  my  knowledge.  Ander- 
son individually  opposed  it. 

If  the  committee  had  done  as  Anderson 
did,  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  meeting 
would  not  have  taken  place  P — They  had 
no  means  to  get  a  public  meeting,  if  we 
opposed  them. 

If  they  had  no  means  to  set  it,  how  did 
they  happen  to  hold  it  P — ^Because  we  did 
not  oppose  them. 

Was  Walker  present  at  the  meeting  of 
25th  April  P— Yes. 

Did  you,  as  a  member  of  the  committee, 
afterwards  learn  whether  Walker  had 
taken  the  choir  at  the  meeting  of  the 
28th  of  April  P— Yes  ;  that  he  was  called 
to  the  chair  after  it  was  found  that  Oray 
could  not  keep  order. 

Did  you  understand  from  Banken  that 
he  was  there  P — I  heard  that  he  was  there 
after  the  meeting  was  over. 

Did  you  understand  that  this  National 
Guard  was  actually  formed  P — I  understood 
that  the  National  Guard  was  formed,  and 
that  names  were  taken  down  at  their 
meetings. 

Did  you  see  biUs  posted  on  the  walls 
after  that,  of  meetings  of  the  National 
Guard  P — Yes.  I  do  not  know  if  dubs  and 
sections  were  also  fonned.  I  have  heard 
so.  I  never  knew  where  they  met,  except 
in  the  hall  in  Infirmary  Street. 

Were  you  at  the  meetinff  of  the  I2th 
Juno,  on  Bruntsfield  Links  P— Yes.  The 
three  prisoners  were  there.  Orani  was 
in  the  chair. 

Did  you  hear  any  person  at  that  meeting 
speak  of  arms  P — I  aid  not  hear  the  tenor 
of  the  speeches ;  I  was  at  the  back  of  the 
platform.  All  the  prisoners  spoke ;  Cock- 
hum,  James  Cummin^,  and  Macdonald  also 
fipoke, 
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Was  anything  said  as  to  what  had  been 
done  at  the  meeting  P— Nothing  that  I  can 
remember  of. 

By  the  Oowrt :  Did  yon  hear  the  resolu- 
tion about  forming  a  National  Guard  P — 
No;  I  did  not  hear  of  it  till  after  the 
meeting  had  been  dissolved. 

Did  Jaanken  ask  anybody  whether  they 
had  resolred  upon  the  National  Guard,  or 
had  resolved  to  put  it  down  P — Not  that  I 
heard. 


Who  called  that  meeting? — I  cannot 
sa^.  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee at  that  time.  I  never  knew  any  of 
the  parties  who  purchased  guns;  but  I 
have  heard  that  guns  were  purchased.  I 
did  not  hear  the  price  at  which  they  were 
bought.  I  do  not  know  for  whom  they 
were  bought. 

Be-ezamined  by  Moncreiff, 

You  did  not  help  them,  as  a  committee, 
to  get  up  their  meetings? — No.  The 
Cliartist  Association  and  committee  nerer, 
as  an  association  or  committee,  gave  any 
funds  to  the  National  Guard. 

John  Blair — Examined  by  Monereiff. 

Type-founder.  Knew  Banhen,  the  pri- 
soner. Saw  him  on  the  evening  of  the 
28th  of  April,  in  Cranstaun'a  coffee-house. 
He  was  going  to  London  the  next  day. 
There  was  a  meeting  that  night  in  Adam 
Square.  It  was  about  nine  o'clock ;  the 
time  the  meeting  was  then  going  on. 

Did  Banhen  expect  to  meet  any  parties 
at  Oran8tovn*8  that  night  ?— Yes,  several 
personal  friends ;  I  was  one  of  them.  It 
was  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  him  before 
he  went  to  £onaon.  It  had  no  reference 
whatever  to  the  National  Guard. 

Bid  Banhen  intend  to  go  to  this  meeting? 
— He  had  no  such  intention. 

You  and  he  ultimately  went? — We 
waited  until  after  10  o'clock,  and  the 
meeting  not  having  broken  up  we  went 
forward  to  meet  the  parties  we  expected  to 
see,  who  were  at  the  meeting.  We  got  to 
the  meeting,  and  it  was  just  being  dis- 
solved when  we  entered. 

Banhen  was  called  forward  to  the  plat- 
form P — ^Yes ;  his  name  was  cried  out,  and 
he  said  a  word  or  two,  bidding  them  good- 
bye, as  he  was  goine  to  London.  He  said 
nothing  about  the  National  Guard. 
Cross-examined  by  Craufwrd. 

Who  was  in  the  chair  P— I  think  WaVeer 
was  siill  in  the  chair. 

Did  you  see  the  placards  calling  the 
meeting  ? — ^No. 

Did  you  know  what  the  meeting  was 
met  for?— Yes,  by  report. 

Did  Banhen  tell  you  what  was  the  object 
of  the  meeting  P — ^No,  I  cannot  say  he  did. 

What  was  he  going  to  do  in  London  ? — 
I  cannot  speak  of  that ;  I  do  not  think  he 
said  what  ne  was  going  to  do. 

Did  he  say  anything  more  than  bid  them 
good-bye? — His  remarks  were  general, 
and  he  bade  them  farewelL 

Did  he  say  anything  about  the  Charter 
or  the  National  Assembly  ?— Not  that  I 
remember.  He  just  bade  them  good-bye, 
and  said  it  would  be  the  last  he  would 
see  them  for  some  time.  It  was  generally 
understood  that  he  was  going  to  the 
National  Assembly. 


Did  he  say  anything  whatever  about 
the  National  Guard  ?— Not  that  I  heard. 
He  left  me  when  he  ascended  the  platform 
and  made  the  remarks  I  mentioned.  I 
did  not  see  Machay  there.  I  cannot  say 
that  I  saw  HamiUon  there. 

Monereiff:  What  were  Banhen* a  senti- 
ments about  a  National  Guard  ? — He  spoke 
of  it  very  contemptuously ;  he  decidedly 
disapproved  of  it. 
Alexander  Murray — Examined  by  Chrahame. 

You  are  inspector  of  cleaning  in  Edin- 
burgh ?— Yes. 

You  are  acquainted  with  the  prisoner 
Banhen? — Yes,  I  have  been  acquainted 
with  him  for  several  years. 

During  the  time  that  you  have  known 
him  what  character  did  he  bear  ? — I  have 
known  him  chiefly  in  connection  with  the 
Mechanics'  Librarv,  of  which  he  was  an 
active  member,  and  was  at  one  time  presi- 
dent. He  has  borne  a  good  character; 
an  excellent  character,  so  far  as  I  know. 

SpBBCH  for  THS  FROS£CimOK.(a) 

CroMfwd  [after  alluding  to  the  absence 
through  iUness  of  the  £<m2  Advocate]  :  I 
shall  not  say  one  word  to  you  on  the 
importance  of  this  case  to  the  pubUc; 
or  on  its  peculiar  importance,  not  to  the 
prisoners  alone,  but  to  all  those  in  the 
same  range,  position,  and  situation  as  the 
prisoners  who  are  at  your  bar,  and  who 
are  tradesmen  in  this  city.  They,  and 
such  as  they,  have  the  deepest  interest  in 
the  prevention  and  putting  down  of  all 
such  proceedings  as  those  which  have  been 
detailed  before  you,  and  in  the  main- 
tenance of  public  order,  peace,  and  tran- 

(a)  *'  The  evidence  beiog  conoluded  on  both 
sides,  the  jury  are  addressed  by  the  ooansel  on 
both  sides,  the  pannel  beiog  in  every  case  en- 
titled to  the  last  word.  The  prosecutor  in 
Scotland  never  has  the  reply,  but,  whether  in 
arguing  legal  points  to  the  juc^,  or  matters  of 
endenoe  to  the  jury,  he  is  obligeid  to  allow  his 
opponent  to  be  last  heard  in  defence."  S  Alison, 
Cr.  L.  xxiii. ;  but  as  to  treason,  see  2  Hume,  414. 
'*  B^  the  Act  concerning  the  r^;ulation  of  the 
Judieatories,  1672,  passed  in  the  third  session  of 
the  second  Parliament  of  Charles  II.,  section  10, 
it  is  provided  that  in  all  criminal  porsates  the 
defender  or  his  advocate  be  alwsy«  the  last 
speaker,  except  in  casef  of  treason  and  rebellion 
against  the  King.*'    7  Anne,  cap.  21,  s.  4, 
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quill ity.  T  say  nothing,  therefore,  of  the 
great  importance  of  the  case  to  the  public 
interest — nothing  of  the  alarming  con- 
sequences which  would  too  surely  follow, 
if  such  proceedings  as  those  stated  in  the 
indictment,  received  to  any  extent  the 
sanction  oi*  conntenance  of  the  Court  or 
the  jury.  I  abstain  from  all  such  topics, 
not  merely  because  I  think  them  inap- 
plicable to  the  question  of  evidence  before 
you,  but  because  by  no  word  of  mine 
would  I  wish  to  disturb  the  equal  level  of 
your  thoughts,  the  even  tenor  of  your 
minds,  or  break  in  on  the  serenity  of  that 
calm  and  impartial  judgment  m  which 
this  question  finds  its  legitimate  con- 
sideration and  its  just  and  appropriate 
decision. 

The  prisoners  are  charged  with  con- 
spiring to  effect  an  alteration  of  the  laws 
'  and  constitution  of  the  realm  by  force  and 
violence,  or  by  armed  resistance  to  lawful 
authority ;  and  there  is  also  the  common 
law  charge  of  sedition,  which  is  a  well 
known  and  understood  crime  in  the  laws 
of  this  and  of  every  other  well  governed 
kingdom. 

The  first  of  these  charges  is  distinguish- 
able from  the  second,  by  the  feature  of  its 
combination.  It  rests  not  in  the  mind  or 
in  the  act  of  a  single  individual ;  it  is  a 
concert  and  combination  to  effect  a  com- 
mon purpose  by  these  unlawful  means. 
It  is  seditious  conspiracy — sedition  per- 
petrated through  the  medium  of  con- 
spiracy; and  therefore  the  evidence  to 
which  I  address  myself  is  applicable  at 
once  to  the  sedition  and  to  the  conspiracy, 
for  the  two  are  entwined  together  in  this 
case. 

You  have  it  proved  before  you  that  these 
three  prisoners  were  all  members  of  the 
same  Chartist  Association  in  Edinburgh — 
were  all  members  of  the  same  Chartist 
oouunittee  for  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Association — and  were  all  members 
of  the  same  managing  committee  for  the 
conducting  of  a  certain  newspaper,  said  to 
express  their  opinions.  Arehtbald  Walker 
and  JameM  Oumming,  named  in  the  indict- 
ment as  alleged  conspirators,  were  also 
members  of  the  same  body,  and  of  the 
same  Chartist  committee.  Association, 
therefore,  for  a  common  purpose,  is  the 
very  starting  point  of  this  case ;  and  the 
purpose  of  that  association  has  been  ex- 
plained to  you  by  more  than  one  witness, 
as  the  attainment  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, acknowledging  and  ratifying  the 
six  points  of  the  Charter,  involving.  Uni- 
versal Suffrage,  Ann  ual  Parliaments,  Vote 
by  Ballot,  Payment  of  Members,  No  Pro- 

e)rty  Qualification,  and  Equal  Electoral 
ibtricts;  assuredly  the  accomplishment 
of  their  common  purpose  implies  an  altera* 
tion  of  the  laws  and  consti  tution  of  the 


I  realm.  In  all  this,  there  is  no  crime.  Prom 
I  this,  there  arises  no  presumption  or  sua- 
picion  of  cri  me.  But  of  the  fact  of  concert 
and  combination,  you  will  perceive  the 
importance,  when  we  come  to  consider  the 
evidence  more  minutely.  In  the  mean- 
time, with  respect  to  these  political 
doctrines  of  the  Chartists,  let  me  ex- 
plicitly avow  that  the  Chartists  are  well 
entitled  to  hold  these  opinions — ^to  express 
and  promulgate  these  opinions — ^and  to 
associate,  in  order  to  maintain,  and  ad- 
vance them  by  all  legitimate  means — by 
addresses  to  the  Crown,  petitions  to  Par- 
liament, public  meetings  orderly  con- 
ducted, argument,  reasoning,  entreaty, 
afid  remonstrance.  This  is  not  a  prosecu- 
tion for  opinion ;  and  whether  the  changes 
desired  by  the  Chartists  would  bo  wise  or 
salutary,  conducive  to  the  public  welfare, 
or  consistent  with  public  security,  is 
no  o^uestion  now  for  you,  or  any  of  us  to 
consider.  Wise  or  unwif^e,  these  opinions 
they  were  entitled  to  entertain ;  and  it  is 
not  for  entertaining  them,  or  expressing 
them,  that  they  now  stand  at  the  bar. 
That  not  being  the  charge  against  the 
prisoners,  let  us  consider  the  means  bj 
which  they  proposed  to  advance  their 
opinions.  Up  to  this  point,  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  prosecutor  and  ^e 
prisoners.  What  means  did  these  parties 
propose  to  adopt  to  carry  out  their  plans  P 
Did  they  propose  to  address  the  Crown, 
or  to  petition  Parliament?  Was  it  by 
entreaty,  however  earnest  -  argument, 
however  forcible — by  lecturing,  circula- 
tion of  tracts,  or  by  public  meetings? 
These  are  means  known  to  the  law,  and  to 
the  constitution;  and  the  right  to  use 
them  is  held  sacred  by  all  who  know  and 
revere  that  constitution.  It  is  not  by 
such  means  that  the  prisoners  sought  to 
advance  their  cause.  Was  it  even  by  agi- 
tation ?  By  the  stirring  and  combining  and 
concentrating  of  popular  opinion  P  This  is 
a  course  open  perhaps  to  observation,  be- 
cause liable  to  be  carried  to  excess;  a 
conrse  requiring  on  the  part  of  those  who 
enter  on  it  calmness,  moderation,  and 
discretion  in  no  ordinary  degree ;  but  it 
were  vain  to  disguise  or  conceal  the  face 
that  by  the  force  of  popular  opinion, 
gathered  and  wielded  by  popular  agi- 
tation, gigantic  abuses  have  been  over- 
thrown, and  valuable  reforms  have  been 
accomplished. 

Let  it,  therefore,  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, as  it  is  now  emphatically  stated  for 
the  prosecution,  that  the  crime  with  which 
the  prisoners  are  charged  does  not  con- 
sist either  in  the  opinions  they  hold,  or  in 
the  open  expression  and  free  aiscussion  of 
their  views,  or  in  their  loud  proclamation 
of  iAkeir  supposed  wrongs,  their  indignant 
denunciation  of  alleged  abuses,  their  eager 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


545]        The  Queenfi  against  Ghrant,  Ranken,  and  BamiUon,  1848.        [546* 

and  their  secretary.     He  sought  to  ad- 
vance the  same  common  object  with  the 
prisoners,  bnt  he  had  the  wisdom,  good 
sense,  and  discretion  to  go  with  them  no 
farther  than  the  law  justifies.    He  came 
before  yon,  not  as  a  spy,  nor  as  a  traitor 
to  his  associates,  bnt  as  a  sensible,  honest, 
and  consistent  member  of  their  own  bodjr. 
He   resigned  his    secretaryship  and  his 
seat  in  the  committee  becaase  his  con- 
science told  him  that  what  was  proposed 
to  be  done  was  contrary  to  reason  and  to 
justice,  and  to  the  adyancement  of  the 
cause  he  desired  to    prosper.      At  this 
meeting,    the    prisoner    Ortmt    made    a 
motion  to  form  a  National  Quard.    Ander* 
son    says    that    these    were    his    words. 
Ehings,  the  next  witness,  says  that  his 
motion  was  that  the  Association  resolve 
itself  into  a  National  Qnard.    That  this 
motion  was  nnlawfiil,  seditious,  and  highly 
criminal,  you  can  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever.    They  knew  well  what  the  National 
Gnard  was  to  be ;  they  had  previous  in- 
formation of  its  character ;  tney  knew  it 
was  a  movement  for  a  rising,  not  for  the 
protection    of   life    and    property.    This 
motion,   made    by  Orant  in    committee, 
Banken  met  by  an  amendment  to  call  a 
public  meeting  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
forming  a  National  Guard.    Anderson  was 
the  only  man  at  that  meeting  who  had  the 
manliness  and  virtue  to  say,  '*  I  will  neither 
vote  for  the  motion  to  form  it,  nor  vote  for 
a  motion  to  consider  the  propriety  of  form- 
ing it "  ;  and  Anderson  resigned  the  secre- 
taryship and  acted  up  to  his  principle. 
It  is  said  that  Banhen  meant  by  his  a- 
mondment  to  discourage  the  j>roposal  of 
forming  a  National  Guard,  and  in  support 
of  his  plea  it  has  been  pi*oved  that  a  pro- 
position to  form  a  National  Guard  had 
been  made  by  Machay,  who    had    been 
spoken  of  as   the    Brigadier  -  General,  a 
week  preceding  this  meeting,  and  that  his 
proposition  was  rejected  by  the  committee 
because  they  knew  it  to  be    dangerous 
and  criminal.    But  this  fact  is  far  from 
favourable  to  the  prisoners.    They  knew 
that  the  National  Guard  was  to  be  armed. 
They  knew  the  project  to  be  hazardous 
and  contrary  to  law ;  to  be,  as  one  of  the 
witnesses  said,  a  ''physical  force  move- 
ment, likely  to  bring  them  into  danger." 
Even  if  nothing  more  had  been  done,  the 
very  proposal  to  call  a  public  meeting  to 
consider    the    propriety    of   forming  an 
armed  National  Guard— knowing  that  it 
was  not  intended  for  the  protection  of  life 
and  property,  but  that  it  was  a  physical 
force  movement,  to  carry  out  by  physical 
force  that  which  they  had  previously  at- 
tempted to  carry  by  argument  and  per- 
suasion -  the  proposal  to  call  such  a  meet- 
ing was  itself  seditious;  a  meeting   to 
consider  the  propriety  of  taking  up  arms 


petitioning,  their  urgent  entreaty,  their  . 
vehement  remonstrance,  their  impetuous 
demands,  nor  even  in  the  spirit-stirring  : 
popular  agitation  by  which  they  seek  to 
advance  their  opin ions .  (a)    Bnt  the  indict- 
ment states,  and  the  evidence  has  proved,  • 
fhat    the    prisoners,  departing    from   all ' 
those  means  which    they  might   legiti- 
mately have  used,  did  combine  and  con- 
spire to  effect  their  objects — 
"  not  peaceably,  lawfully,  and  loyally,  but  by  . 
force  and  violence,  or  by  armed  reBistance  to 
lawful  authority."  I 

That  this  is  a  crime  the  law  declares,  | 
and  every  man's  reason  affirms  the  de-  i 
claration.    It  must  be  a  crime  in  every 
civilised  countrjr,  and  the  bonds  of  society 
would  not  hold,  together  if  any  body  of 
men  were  permitted,  at  their  own  hands,  | 
to  use  arms  or  conspire  to  use  arms  for  i 
the  accomplishment  of  political  objects. 

The  prisoners  are  not  charged  with  I 
actually  using  armed  violence,  or  rising  in  | 
armed  insurrection,  to  effect  thereby  a  ' 
change  in  the  laws  and  the  constitution. 
The  rising  in  armed  insurrection,  in  how- 
ever small  a  number,  to  effect  a  change 
in  the  law  and  constitution  of  the  realm, 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  high  trea- 
son, and  mnst  be  so  in  every  country; 
and  the  actual  using  of  armed  violence 
for  a  public  general  object  affecting  the 
constitution  of  the  country,  would  also 
have  been  high  treason.  But  most  fortu- 
nately for  the  country,  for  the  jury,  and 
especially  for  the  prisoners,  this  con- 
spiracy was  discovered  and  checked  in  the 
bud;  and  they  therefore  stand  charoed, 
not  with  high  treason  in  respect  of  an 
armed  insurrection  for  a  public  purpose, 
but  with  a  seditious  conspiracy  to  do 
what,  if  done,  would  have  amounted  to 
treason. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  the  committee  of 
Chartists  met  in  the  Express  newspaper 
office.  All  the  three  prisoners  were  ))re- 
sent,  assembled  in  committee  to  consult 
for  the  advancement  of  their  common 
purpose  by  means  to  be  adopted  in  con- 
cert and  employed  in  combination.  If 
the  means  then  resolved  on  were  unlawful 
and  seditious,  then  not  merely  the  indi- 
vidual sedition  of  each,  but  the  conspiracy 
as  here  charged,  is  proved  against  all  tbe 
accused.  Anderson,  the  first  witness  for 
the  Crown,  whose  evidence  is  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  whose  conduct 
throughout  has  been  highly  to  his  honour, 
WBS  also  present.  He  is  himself  a  Chartist, 
holding  the  opinions  of  the  prisoners,  and 
he,  too,  was  a  member  of  tne  committee, 

(a)  Lord  Cockbum  remarks  (Trials  for  Se- 
dition, vol.  2,  285)  :  <<  The  ghost  of  Braxfield 
mutt  have  growled  when  these  words  were 
uttered." 

SIS84. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


•547]        The  Queen' against  Qrant,  Ranken,  and  Hamilton,  1848.        [548 

were  all  acting  together,  and  in  concert 
for  one  common  purpose.  HamiUan,  the 
prisoner,  another  of  their  nnmber,  was 
also  present  at  this  meeting  of  the  28th, 
and  spoke  in  favour  of  the  resolution,  and 
adked  why  there  should  not  he  a  roTO- 
lution  in  this  country  as  well  as  in  France  P 
Banken  is  proved  by  three  or  four  wit- 
nesses to  nave  gone  to  that  meeting; 
late,  but  before  the  chairman  quitted  the 
chai]\  He  must  have  known  of  the  meet- 
ing and  its  object  perfectly  well,  for  he 
had  at  the  former  meeting  moved  that 
the  meeting  of  the  28th  should  be  called 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  forming  a 
National  Guard;  and  it  is  said  that  he 
wanted  by  this  device  to  get  rid  of  the 
National  Guard.  He  enters  into  this 
meeting  before  it  is  dissolved.  He  is  not 
even  silent  there.  He  is  noticed  and 
called  to  the  platform,  and  he  addresses 
the  meeting.  He  had  then  an  opportunity 
of  protesting  against  the  formation  of  the 
National  Guard  :  did  he  utter  a  word  in 
reference  to  it  P  He  lost  the  opportunity 
which  a  good  citizen  would  have  taken  to 
denounce  it,  if  he  held  the  feelings 
attributed  to  him.  Therefore,  I  say,  that 
at  that  meeting  of  28th  April,  not  only 
Walker  and  Hamilton,  but  also  Banken, 
adopted  the  proposal  to  form  a  National 
Guard. 

The  next  matter  to  which  I  beg  your 
attention,  j^entlemen,  is  the  letted  of 
11th  May,  jointly  addressed  by  Ferguson 
and  Walker  to  Banken  in  London,  to  be 
by  him  commnnicated  to  Cwntningf  who 
was  a  member  of  the  same  committee 
with  the  prisoners.  In  this  letter  we 
have  these  words — 


to  carry  ai^y  political  measure  is  itself 
seditious.  Who  ever  dreamt  of  a  meeting 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  arming 
hundreds  of  men  for  a  political  object; 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  putting 
lances  in  the  hands  or  one  body  of  men, 
and  muskets  in  the  hands  of  another, 
to  form  a  National  Guard  to  control 
Parliament  P  One  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, Orant,  who  had  rejected  the  pro- 
posal previously,  positively  proposes  they 
should  form  this  National  Guard;  and 
another  of  that  committee,  Banken,  does 
not  insist  that  they  should  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  but  proposes  that  they  should 
call  a  public  meeting  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  forming  it.  And  you  have 
been  told  that  this  motion  was  made  to 
make  the  committee  clear  of  it.  And 
aooordinffly,  while  the  committee  studied 
to  keep  themselves  clear  of  it  as  a  com- 
mittee, that  very  night  the  resolution  of 
the  committee  (either  to  call  a  public 
meeting  or  to  allow  it  to  be  callea)  was 
communicated  —  to  whom  P  Was  it  com- 
municated to  the  authorities  P  No.  They 
knew  the  danger  attending  the  formation 
of  such  a  guard,  they  knew  its  unlawful- 
ness, and  yon  are  told  that  they  were 
afraid  of  it»  consequences.  Was  it  com- 
municated to  any  one  who  would  dis- 
courage itP  No.  It  was  communicated 
that  night  to  Mackay,  the  man  they  knew 
to  be  dangerous,  the  man  who  was  the  | 
originator  of  the  proposal,  and  whom  they 
knew  to  be  a  physical  force  man ;  and  I  put  | 
it  to  you,  that  it  was  communicated  to  I 
him,  in  order  to  carry  his  proposal  into  i 
effect.  I 

We  next  come  to  the  meeting  of  the 
28th  April.  Mackay,  the  man  they  knew 
to  be  dangerous,  moved,  in  explicit  t 
terms,  the  formation  of  a  National  [ 
Guard.  He  explained,  in  detail,  its  I 
nature  and  organization — 1,600  men  at 
first,  divided  into  four  sections,  and  each 
section  into  four  divisions,  two  of  these 
divisions  in  each  section  armed  with 
lances,  and  two  with  muskets,  and  having 
presidents,  captains,  and  secretaries  some- 
what incongruously  mixed.  This  motion 
was  seconded.  Anderson,  backed  only  by 
one  person,  of  the  name  of  Auld,  stood 
ont  againsc  this  proposal.  Anderson 
moved  a  direct  negative,  and  was  hooted 
by  the  meeting ;  so  also  was  Auld  his 
seconder.  The  question  will  occur  to  you 
«t  once,  what  became  of  the  moral  force 
Chartists  of  the  committee  P  If  you 
believe  the  witness  Pringle,  they  were  all 
moral  force  men.  If  you  believe  him,  all 
were  opposed  to  the  proposal  at  the  meet- 
ing of  committee,  ^ut  where  were  they 
on  the  28th  P  That  was  the  time  to  test 
iheir  real  motives  in  their  proceeding  at 
the  committee  meeting  of  the  25th.    They 


"  We  would  also  recommend  your  attention 
to  the  way  iu  which  the  Irish  are  now  with- 
drawing their  mouey  from  the  Savings  Bank. 
Could  the  Assembly  not  recommend  something 
of  the  same  kind  in  this  country?  Would  it 
not  also  be  judicious  to  send  out  a  number  of 
your  most  talented  members  as  missionaries  to 
agitate  the  country  ?  We  think  it  would  have 
a  very  good  eifect,  and  the  most  likely  for  you 
to  raise  the  ten  thousand  pounds.  A  stranger 
from  the  Convention  here  for  two  or  three 
nights  would  have  a  capital  effect,  as  there  b  a 
first-rate  spirit  in  the  city  just  now,  and  it  just 
requires  a  little  stimulus  to  make  it  most  effec- 
tive. The  operative  masons  are  to  have  a 
meeting  here  to-night  to  form  a  political  club. 
The  National  Guard  is  doing  beyond  expecta- 
tion—there are  nearly  400  enrolled." 

Taking  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of 
April  along  with  the  letter  to  Banken  of 
the  11th  of  Ma^,  stating  that  the  National 
Guard  was  gomg  on  well,  and  the  sub- 
sequent placards  calling  *' meetings  of  the 
National  Guard,"  and  the  fact  proved  iu 
evidence  that  such  meetings  were  well 
understood  to  be  held  in  Infirmary  Street, 
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tbere  18  no  room  wbatever  to  doubt  that, 
lui  stftted  in  the  indictment,  the  National 
Guard  was  actually  formed.  This,  how- 
ever,  is  not  necessary  for  the  conviction  of 
the  prisoners.  It  is  enough  that  thej 
resolved  and  agreed  to  form  it,  or  to 
cause  and  procure  it  to  be  formed.  This 
letter  of  the  11th  of  May  to  Bariken,  signed 
by  both  FerguBon  and  Walker,  is  quite 
opposed  to  the  idea  that  either  Walker 
or  Roftiken  condemned  the  National  Guard, 
which  the  one  so  cordially  assures  the 
other  was  going  on  well. 

[The  review  of  Machay's  "  Military  Dis- 
cipline  made  Easy,"  which  was  set  up  in 
type  and  passed  by  Chant,  the  editor  of 
the  Ewpress,  but  stopped  by  HarihtU,  the 
printer,  is  also  evidence  against  Gra/ntJ 

Then  there  were  printed  placards  posted 
on  the  walls  calling  meetings  of  the 
National  Guard.  The  resolution,  there- 
fore, of  the  28th  of  April,  which  was 
parried,  to  form  a  National  Guard,  c6upled 
with  the  letter  of  the  11th  May,  saying 
that  the  National  Guard  was  going  on 
well,  and  coupled  with  the  ft^uent 
notices  on  the  walls  of  meetings  of  the 
National  Guard,  establishes  the  fact  that 
the  National  Guard  was  formed — ^formed 
at  the  meeting  which  the  accused  resolved 
to  call — formed  for  promotion  of  the 
common  purpose  of  the  accused,  by  the 
unlawful  means  which  they  had  recom- 
mended. The  first  part  of  the  charge  is 
therefore  proved  against  all  the  mree 
prisoners,  t>oth  as  an  act  of  sedition,  to 
which  all  and  each  of  them  were  accessory, 
and  as  an  acfc  of  conspiracy,  in  which  they 
were  combined  together,  along  with 
Walker  and  others. 

We  now  come  to  the  meenng  of  the 
12th  of  June,  on  Bruntsfield  Links— a 
crowded  open-air  meeting— called  by  this 
committee,  avowedly  for  advancing  the 
Chartist  cause.  All  the  prisoner  were 
present,  and  on  the  platform.  Grant 
was  in  the  chair.  I  admit  that  Grant's 
own  speech  did  not  appear  to  be  very 
violent.  He  was  distinguishod  in  public 
bv  bein^  cautious ;  but  ho  is  nevertneless 
also  distinguished  by  being  the  first  man 
of  the  committee  to  propose,  in  their 
privato  room,  to  form  the  National  Guard. 

Banken  and  HamiUo7i,  also  addressed 
the  meeting.  Their  words  are  clearly 
proved ;  and  it  cannot  be  maintained  to 
you  that  these  words  were  not  seditious. 
Manken  is  proved  to  have  said — 

**  It  was  a  well-known  fact  that  the  police, 
the  special  constables,  and  the  military,  were 
tainted  with  the  principles  of  ^e  Chartists  ; 
bat  although  these  men  were  true,  they  would 
not  forget  the  adrance  of  enlightenment  among 
Ihe  working  classes — that  the  science  of  chemis- 
try had  entered  the  workshop,  and  that  working 
men  are  in  the  knowledge  of  at  deadly  weapons 


at  Wamer*8  Long  Range ;  and  if  it  was  to  bo  a 

straggle  for  life  and  death — if  it  was  to  ^  de- 
struction, then  he  hoped  and  trusted  that  the 
working  men  would  on]y  be  true  to  themselves, 
and  only  absuin  from  all  acts  of  aggrest^ion 
until  they  were  roused  by  the  oppression  of 
their  oppressors;  and  when  they  begin  the 
work,  may  they  do  it  well." 

He  is  fhrther  proved  to  have  said — 
"  Let  the  persons  and  property  of  our  ene- 
mies be  hostages  in  the  hands  of  the  people  for 
the  safety  of  the  leaders  of  the  people.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  French  are  inventiye,  but 
that  the  British  have  this  faculty,  that  upon  all 
the  French  inventions  they  improve.  Should 
the  authorities  drive  the  people  into  a  revolu- 
tion, then  I  hope  the  people  will  improve  upon 
the  French  invention  of  a  Hepublio." 

He  also  used  these  words — 

"  There  is  a  foe  before  you,  and  if  you  don't 
beat  them,  by  God,  they'll  beat  you." 

BrownUe  is  confirmed  in  his  evidence 
I  by  the  evidence  of  the  reporters,  Somere 
!  and  Lothian.    They  spoke  from  full  notes 
taken    at    the    time.      Taking    Banken'e 
.  speech  in   connexion   with  his  previous 
I  conduct,  can    you  hold  that  it  is  any- 
^  thing    less    than    seditious  P     A  person 
of  the  name  of  Cochbum  spoke  at  that 
meeting ;  he  is  not  at  your  bar,  but  what 
he  said  is  important  in  evidence,  espeoi- 
\  ally  as  respects  the  chaiiman  of  that  meet- 
ing.   He  said  in  plain  terms,  "  Are  you 
j  prepared  to  arm  P  "    That  is  proved  dis- 
^  tinctly.    Pause  for  a  moment,  gentlemen, 
and  consider  to  whom  this  was  addressed. 
It  was  addressed  to  John  Grant,  the  chair- 
j  man  of  the  meeting — ^the  man  who  moved 
I  the  resolution  to  form  a  National  Guard — 
'  the  man  to  whom  the  printed  document, 
the  review  of  the  pamphlet  of  the  Briga- 
dier-General, is  traced — the  man  who,  as 
his  counsel  will  tell  you,  hated  all  vio- 
lence, all  physical  force.    Did  Grant  say 
**No**  to  the  question — "Are  you  pre- 
pared to  arm  P  "    Did  he  call  the  speaker 
to  order  P    Did  he  check  himp    Did  he 
rise  and  protest  against  such  a  doctrine  P 
No;  though  he   knew  of   the   National 
Guard,  of  their  lances  and  muskets,  and 
military  organization — though   he  knew 
the  real  meaning  and  point  of  the  question 
— he  sat  in  the  chair  without  denouncing 
the  speaker,  without  calling  him  to  order, 
without    checking    him,    or    protesting 
against  the  sentence  he  uttered. 

The  next  speech  is  that  of  HamfUUon. 
On  this  occasion  he  expressed  himself  in 
the  most  explicit  manner.  He  urged  them 
to  organize  themselves  into  clubs  and  sec- 
tions, that  they  might  be  provided  with 
arms.    He  finished  by  saying — 

"Be  prepared  with  arms  to  repel  force  by 
force ;  for  God*s  sake  be  prepared  with  guns 
and  bayonets.'* 
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who,  in  his  examination  from  the  Benoh, 
when  speaking  abont  physical  foroe»  and 
of  the  protection  of  their  meetings  bj 
their  arms,  answered  the  question  of  his 
Lordship  in  the  Chair,  against  whom  were 
they  to  protect  their  meetings  F  To  pro« 
teot  them  against  any  who  would  disturb 
them— the  police,  the  constables,  or  the  mili- 
tary. These  were  the  parties  whom  they 
were  to  meet  with  on  equal  terms.  Btm" 
hen  waa  present,  and  certainly  spoke ;  his 
words  are  proved  by  Brownlee;  and  there 
is  no  contradictory  evidence  at  all. 

I  next  come  to  the  meeting  of  the  24th 
of  July  on  the  Calton  Hill.  At  this  meet- 
ing BijMlcen  and  SamiUon  were  both  pre- 
sent. Its  object  seems  to  have  been  to 
sympathize  with  the  Irish  Bepealers,  who 
joined  in  the  insurrection  of  Mitchd  and 
Smith  O'Brien^  whoseproceedings  are  now 
matter  of  history.  That  these  proceed- 
ings were  lawful,  constitutional,  or  excus- 
able, no  one  will  pretend  to  say ;  but  sym- 
pathy with  them,  and  approval  of  them, 
was  the  very  object  of  this  meeting.  At 
this  meeting  on  the  Calton  Hill  EcMken  is 
proved  to  have  said  that — 

'*the  people  of  Ireland  were  Justified  in  their 
determination  to  resist  to  the  death  the  oligarchy 
who  ruled  them." 


The  chairman,  Ora/nt,  sits  and  sanctions 
the  whole  proceeding,  and  does  not  call  the 
spjeakers  to  order.  And  here  I  should 
wish  to  be  distinctlv  understood  as  to  the 
length,  and  the  only  length,  to  which  I 
carry  my  remarks  as  to  Ora/nfa  being  in 
the  chair  of  that  public  meeting.  I  say 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  chairman  of  any 
public  meeting  where  treason  is  taught, 
or  sedition  spoken,  to  stop  the  man  who 
utters  it.  It  is  not,  however,  on  that  point 
chiefly  that  I  restive  fi^rave charge  against 
Grant  here.  Had  he  been  accidentally  in 
the  chair  of  a  public  meeting  ostensibly 
assembled  for  a  lawful  purpose,  the  mere 
impropriety  and  indiscretion  of  failing  to 
call  to  order  a  speaker  of  sedition,  especi- 
ally if  only  one  of  the  speakers  had  uttered 
sedition,  would  probably  not  have  been 
made  the  gp-ound  of  this  serious  charge. 
But  no  such  case  is  before  you.  Ora/nt  was 
no  accidental  chairman.  He  was  the  very 
man  f^m  whom  there  first  sprang  within 
the  secret  walls  of  the  committee -room 
the  proposal  that  a  National  Q-uard  should 
be  formed;  and  he  who  made  that  pro- 
posal is  the  man  in  the  chair  of  the  meet- 
ing, when  a  speaker  calls  upon  the  great 
crowd  in  his  hearing,  in  Clod's  name  to 
get  guns  and  bayonets.  The  chairman, 
whoever  he  had  been,  was  bound  to  have 
protested  against  the  speech,  to  have 
called  the  speaker  to  order,  or  to  have 
quitted  the  chair  if  illegal  speaking  was 
tolerated.  But  Grants  the  first  mover  and 
author  of  the  proposal,  to  whom  the  im- 
port and  the  danger  and  the  deep  sedition 
of  the  advice  were  all  so  well  known, 
must,  under  the  circumstances  proved,  be 
considered  as  having  not  only  permitted, 
but  sanctioned  and  adopted,  the  speeches 
then  delivered. 

The  next  meeting  is  that  of  the  19th 
June.  At  this  meeting  it  is  proved  by 
several  witnesses  that  Banken  spoke ; 
that  he  advised  his  numerous  hearers  to 
organize  into  clubs  and  sections ;  that  he 
said :  "  He  would  not  talk  of  arms^  each 
man  must  judge  for  himself  how  they 
coald  best  meet  their  opponents  on  equal 
terms,  and  with  the  same  advantages.'* 
Is  not  this  more  cautiously  expressed,  the 
same  as  repelling  force  by  force  P  Who 
were  the  "opponents**?  You  will  re- 
member a  remarkable  observation  made 
by  HwmiUon.  It  is  quite  plain  they  were 
afraid  of  speaking  too  much  about  arms. 
Hamilton  objected  to  Mackay  having  gone 
so  much  into  detail  in  making  his  motion 
of  forming  the  National  Guard,  and  said 
that  these  matters  would  be  settled  better 
afterwards.  Pringle  told  you  that  this 
open  speaking  would  damage  their  object. 
The  question  as  to  whom  they  were  to 
meet  as  their  '*  opponents '*  was  well 
brought  out  from  the  evidence  of  Ehinff$, 


And  again  he  is  proved  to  have  said,  that 
he  hoped  or  prayed  that — 
"  the  Qod  of  Battles  would  smile  on  the  op- 
pressed, and  enable  them  to  improve  the  victory 
they  were  sure  to  win." 

He  is  also  proved  to  have  urged  his 
hearers  to  join  the  clubs  that  ha^  been 
formed  in  Edinburgh  for  the  promotion  of 
the  objects  of  the  Chartist  body,  viz.,  the 
Muir  Club,  the  Oerald  C\nh,  the  Waahi^- 
ton  Club,  the  Mitehd  Club,  the  Faugh-a- 
Ballagh  Club,  the  WaUaee  Club,  and  the 
William  Tell  Club,  &c.  Hamilton  is 
proved  to  have  said,  on  the  same  occa- 
sion— 

"  that  the  Irish  people  would  require  help ;  that 
the  young  and  spirited  men  of  Scotland  should 
go  to  Ireland  to  help  the  Irish  people  ;  and 
that,  at  one  time,  he  would  have  been  contented 
with  the  Charter,  but  that  now  he  would  accept 
of  nothing  else  but  a  Republic.'* 

These  speeches  are  proved  by  two  wit- 
nesses, Maoka^  and  Linton.  Can  any  man , 
however  liberal  in  feeling,  however  dis- 
posed to  make  allowance  for  the  excite- 
ment and  inadvertence  of  popular  speak- 
ing, entertain  a  doubt  that  this  language, 
used  by  men  who  had  encouraged  3ie 
formation  of  a  National  Guard,  and  knew 
that  it  had  been  formed  for  the  poli- 
tical purposes  they  sought  to  promote, 
was  criminal  and  seditious  P  The  charges 
of  conspiracy  and  sedition  are  here  neces- 
sariljT  united.  These  speeches  on  the  three 
occasions—of  12th  June,  19th  June,  and 
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24th  July — prove  the  real  intent  and  pur- 
pose of  the  resolutions  of  the  25th  and 
28th  of  April ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
these  resolntions  famish  the  key  for  the 
explanation  of  the  true  meaning,  very 
thmljr  disguised,  of  all  these  speeches. 
This  is  no  prosecntion  for  rash  speaking 
in  a  heated  moment,  dnring  the  course  of 
free  discussion.  The  spe&ers  are  those 
who,  by  their  previous  conduct,  have 
proved  that  they  spoke  advisedly  and 
seriously  in  urging  to  violence  and  exhort- 
ing to  arms.  Every  man  must  be  presumed 
to  intend  the  natural  and  obvious  conse- 

?[uenoe  of  what  he  says  and  does.  And  I 
ear,  gentlemen,  that  the  intention  of  the 
prisoners  in  using  the  language  proved 
against  them  cannot  admit  of  a  douot. 

There  is  just  another  piece  of  evidence 
of  a  different  kind,  to  which  I  may  briefly 
advert,  as  by  no  means  consistent  with 
that  explanation  of  the  motives  of  the 
prisoners  which  is  now  urged  on  their 
behalf. 

You  have  evidence  in  regard  to  the  con- 
versation between  Banken,  Hamilton,  and 
M*DougaU,  coming  ont  of  the  meeting  in 
the  Waterloo  Booms.  Hamilton  spoke 
about  the  price  of  guns,  and  said  that 
Feddie  of  Newcastle  conld  famish  them 
for  189.  each.  M*Dotcgall  said  he  had  a 
rifle,  which  he  said  he  kept  for  shooting 
at  games.  BanJeen  said  he  should  use  it 
for  another  purpose  than  that.  If  Hamilton 
was  a  "  moral  force  "  Chartist,  why  did  he 
speak  at  the  door  of  a  Chartist  meeting  of 
die  price  of  guns  P  If  Banhen  was  a  man 
all  along  opposed  to  the  use  of  arms,  why 
did  he  not  say,  **  Hamilton,  never  speak 
of  guns  P"  Hamilton  talked  about  the 
price  of  them  in  such  a  way  as  plainly  to 
imply  that  he  wished  them  to  be  purchased; 
ana  certainly  BanTcen  expressea  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  and  snowed  that  the 
Bubject  was  familiar  to  his  mind. 

That  is  the  case  against  all  the  three 
prisoners.  I  have  stated  it  to  you,  I  hope, 
lairly  and  with  candour.  It  is  not  my  wish 
to  say  anything  harsh,  or  to  strain  the  evi- 
dence against  the  accused.  If  I  have  stated 
anything  incorrectly,  and  which,  if  stated 
correctly,  would  have  been  more  in  their 
favour,  let  not  the  prisoners  suffer  from  it. 
K  I  have  erred  either  in  statement  or  in 
argnment,  take  nothing  from  me.  I  ask 
you  to  consult  your  own  recollection,  and 
to  decide  according  to  your  own  judgment, 
after  deliberately  considering  the  case.  I 
have  now  only  to  state  to  you,  repeating 
what  I  commenced  with,  that  I  am  not 
trying  these  prisoners  for  holding,  ex- 
pressing, or  promulgating  their  political 
opinions,  or  for  their  public  speaking, 
though  rash  —  or  their  remonstrances^ 
though  strong— or  their  demands  for  the 
Charter,  though  urgenW-or  for  forming 


or  joining  a  Chartist  Association— or  for 
exercising  their  undoubted  rights  of  free 
discussion,  free  petitioning,  and  free  popu* 
lar  agitation;  but  I  charge  them  with 
doing  that  which  never  can  be  permitted 
in  any  civilized  country  without  the  most 
lamentable  and  ruinous  results.  I  charge 
them  with  seeking  to  promote  their  object, 
to  effect  a  change  in  the  constitution  of 
the  country,  not  peacefully,  lawfully,  and 
loyally,  but  by  force  and  violence,  and 
armed  resistance  to  lawful  authority. 
Such  means  of  promoting  any  political 
changes  must  be  at  once  put  down  as  in- 
consistent alike  with  public  order  and  with 
rational  liberty.  To  every  class  and  sec- 
tion of  society  such  seditious  movements 
must  be  full  of  peril.  But,  above  all,  the 
operative  class  to  which  the  prisoners  be- 
long have  the  deepest  interest  in  the  sup- 
pression of  such  infatuated  proceedings. 
They,  above  all,  should  give  no  counte* 
nance,  or  encouragement,  or  sanction,  to 
the  notion  of  violence  and  force  as  the 
instrument  by  which  political  changes 
may  be  effected.  Of  all  men  alive,  the 
man  who  depends  on  his  daily  labour  is 
most  interested  in  the  preservation  of 
public  confidence,  and  public  order,  and 
public  tranquillity;  for  the  shock  which 
passes  unheeded  over  those  whose  for- 
tunes are  more  deeply  rooted  and  more 
firmly  fixed,  brings  ruin  and  destruction 
to  those  who  have  no  capital  but  their 
labour,  apd  no  resonrce  but  their  personal 
industry.  It  is  such  men  as  these  who, 
if  they  icnow  their  interests,  as  they  think 
they  know  their  rights,  should  be  the  last 
to  enter  upon  and  the  first  to  protest 
against  any  step  that  leads  to  violence  and 
outrage.  Do  not  for  a  moment  imagine 
that  any  popular  right  or  any  intelligible 
popular  interest  is  in  danger  from  this 
prosecution.  Every  such  right,  when  well 
understood  —  every  such  interest,  when 
wisely  consulted,  accords  with  the  main- 
tenance of  public  tranquillity,  and  the 
enforcement  of  the  authority  of  law.  It 
is,  indeed,  true  that  public  order  cannot 
be  permanently  and  happily  maintained 
witnout  liberty— that  real  and  rational 
liberty  which  of  our  own  country  is  the 
glory  and  the  strength,  and  of  which,  in 
its  highest  and  largest  sense,  I  cordially 
concur  in  the  eulogies  you  will  heai*  from 
my  learned  friends.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  also  true — and  the  lesson  is 
now  seasonably  and  strikingly  taught  us 
— that  popular  freedom  cannot  be  main- 
tained without  public  order;  and  that, 
while  constitutional  government  is  the 
guardian  of  liberty ,  tumult  is  her  destroy  er» 
and  anarchy  is  her  grave.  Those,  there- 
fore, who  most  love  the  cause  of  liberty, 
and  most  desire  not  the  maintenance  only, 
but  the  progreBsive  advancement  of  popu* 
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lar  principles  and  measures,  are  the  men 
who  most  deeply  deplore  and  most  empha- 
tically condemn  all  such  proceedings  as 
those  to  which  these  prisoners  have  resort- 
ed. Their  conduct  is  the  greatest  impedi- 
ment, and  the  deepest  stain  to  the  progress 
of  the  canse,  which  I  am  willing  to  believe 
that  with  mnch  misapprehension  and  great 
exaggeration,  the  reflecting  men  among 
this  body  seek  honestly  to  promote. 
Liberty  can  stioi^gle  onwards  and  npwards 
against  opposition  and  oppression,  but 
liberty  cannot  even  survive,  if  counte- 
nance or  sanction  be  given  by  Courts  of 
Justice  to  the  attempts  of  any  bodv  of  men 
to  advance  political  measures  by  force  and 
violence,  and  armed  resistance  to  lawful 
authority. 

Gentlemen,  I  leave  the  case  in  your 
hands,  and  pray  you  to  eive  it  your  deli- 
berate consideration,  and  on  the  evidence 
I  ask  from  you  a  verdict  finding  them  all 
guilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge. 

Speeches  toe  the  Defehce. 

Monereiff  for  Bcmken :  In  approaching 
this  case  I  need  scarcely  say,  as  you 
may  well  understand,  that  I  feel  I  have 
a  very  anxious  and  agitating  duty  to 
perform,  and  unquestionably  not  the  less 
so,  from  the  speech  you  have  just  listened 
to — a  speech  which  I  will  not  pretend 
to  compliment,  but  which  has  thrown 
greater  and  additional  difficulty  in  my 
way.  It  is  right  to  say  that  it  was  not 
omj  a  speech  carrying  with  it  mv  learned 
friend's  usual  power  and  ability,  but 
was  in  many  respects  one  of  the  most 
moderate  and  constitutional  addresses  that 
ever  came  from  the  lips  of  a  Public  Prose- 
cutor. It  is  but  justice  to  give  it  that 
tribute  of  approbation,  and  I  do  it  the  more 
readily  beci^use,  in  some  respects,  I  shaU 
have  to  show  that  his  observations  on  the 
details  of  the  case  were  not  altogether 
consistent  with  those  general  constitu- 
tional principles  he  so  clearly  laid  down. 

This  indictment  opens  a  hazardous  chap- 
ter of  our  constitutional  law — a  chapter 
not  to  be  read  and  handled  every  day.  We 
have  to  walk  along  that  narrow  path  which 
separates  constitutional  agitation  f^om 
sedition,  and  you  may  have  to  draw  the 
line,  often  wavering  and  uncertain  enough, 
and  sometimes  determined  by  circum- 
stances, on  one  side  of  which  a  man  mav 
stand  a  patriot,  and  on  the  other  a  rebel. 
I  know  it  is  not  always  prudent  or  expe- 
dient to  agitate  such  questions,  nor  is  it 
altogether  safe  to  dwell  continually  on  the 
point  where  the  ri^ht  of  the  people  ends, 
and  where  the  nght  of  the  executive 
begins ;  but  in  this  case  we  know  no  such 
considerations.  You  and  I  must  do  our 
duty  and  deal  constitutionally  with  the 


pannel  at  the  bar,  and  you  will  not  forget 
that  upon  the  discussion  of  such  questions 
the  liwrty  we  now  enjoy  was  founded. 

Among  the  depressing  circumstances 
under  wnich  I  approach  this  defence, 
there  are  some  considerations  that  give 
me  encouragement,  and  the  first  of  these 
is,  I  am  addressing  a  constitutional  tri- 
bunal ;  I  am  addressing  a  jury  of  my  own 
countrymen,  which  in  all  ages  of  our  his- 
tory has  been  considered,  and  in  most  has 
proved,  the  best  defence  of  the  liberty  of 
the  subject. 

There  is  another  consideration,  without 
which,  I  own,  I  should  have  felt  this  a 
hopeless  task  indeed ;  I  mean  that  we  are 
discussing  this  question  in  a  time  of  com- 
parative peace.  Great  as  is  mv  confidence 
m  your  judgment,  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten 
that  there  have  been  causes  of  great  irrita- 
tion connected  with  the  matters  involved 
in  this  indictment ;  and  if  this  trial  had 
taken  place  some  six  months  ago,  when 
our  minds  had  hardly  recovered  from  the 
shock  caused  by  the  strange  and  bewilder- 
ing intelligence  which  each  post  after 
post  brou^nt  us  of  thrones  upset  and 
empires  riven  asunder — when  even  the 
peace  of  our  own  families  was  disturbed 
by  the  precautions  we  thought  it  neoessarv 
to  take  against  danger,  real  or  imagined, 
at  our  own  door — if  these  trials  had  taken 
place  then,  notwithstanding  the  considera- 
tions I  have  alluded  to,  I  might  have  been 
tempted  to  sit  silent  at  this  bar  in  despair 
of  making  the  voice  of  constitutional 
reason  and  justice  heard  amid  the  uni- 
versal panic  that  then  occupied  men's 
minds.  It  is  not  beyond  the  recollection 
of  the  present  generation  that  there  have 
been  times  wh^  juries  as  high-minded 
as  any  jury  can  be  nave  been  carried  away 
by  the  whirlwind  of  similar  excitement ; 
there  have  been  times  when  verdicts  have 
been  returned  under  circumstances  of 
public  prejudice,  in  which  the  voice,  not 
of  law  merely,  but  reason  and  sense,  was 
drowned  in  one  overpowering  terror — 
verdicts  which  filled  some,  at  least,  who 
returned  them  with  undying  regret,  and 
have  stamped  an  indelible  stigma  on  the 
times  they  characterize.  I  am  under  no 
apprehension  of  that  kind  to-day.  The 
bubble  is  burst,  and  the  spectre  that 
frightened  us  from  our  propriety  now 
stands  disclosed ;  and  of  all  the  stocks  in 
oar  market,  rebellion,  if  it  ever  was  con- 
templated at  all,  seems  at  the  lowest 
discount.  I  feel  that  you  come  to  this 
task  with  heads  as  cool  and  hearts  aa 
undisturbed  as  if  you  did  not  reside  in. 
the  district ;  and  tliat  vou  will  throw  over 
the  prisoner,  if  you  find  he  deserves  it, 
that  broad  shield  of  constitutional  protec- 
tion upon  which  your  own  libertiesaepend, 
without  a  momi^nt's  misgiving,  that,  by 
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no  doin^,  yon  will  loosen  one  single  stone 
of  the  pillar  of  social  order. 

There  is  a  third  consideration,  which 
is  now  the  only  other  preliminary 
remark  which  I  shall  nrge,  and  which  is 
perhaps  the  strongest  ground  of  confidence 
which  I  entertain  of  all — I  mean  the 
singular  and  remarkable  advance  which 
the  doctrines  of  constitutional  liberty  and 
the  principles  of  freedom'  have  made 
within  the  last  fifty  years.  When  I  con- 
traBt  the  proceedings  of  this  day  with 
those  to  which  my  study  for  this  case 
has  directed  me — when  I  contrast  the 
times  in  which  we  live,  and  the  senti- 
ments now  prevalent,  with  those  that 
have  gone  by — when  I  contrast  the  tone 
of  constitutional  moderation  in  which  the 
prosecution  has  been  conducted  with  pro- 
secutions not  yet  forgotten,  and  still  too 
recent  to  be  stamped  and  characterized  in 
words  with.the  reprobation  they  deserve — 
I  say,  when  I  consider  the  advance  of  free 
principles  since  then,  I  am  grateful  to 
think  that  we  live  in  times  so  much 
happier,  and  I  feel  animated  by  the  con- 
viction that  I  shall  have  a  fair  hearing, 
and  these  pannels  a  fair  trial  this  day,  in 
the  highest  sense  of  the  word. 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  the 
question  raised  in  this  indictment ;  and  I 
ask  you  to  find  the  prisoner,  for  whom  I 
appear,  not  guilty — not  because  I  ex- 
pect you  will  approve  of  everything,  or 
anything,  he  said  or  did :  on  the  contrary, 
you  may  disapprove  of  everything  he  said 
or  did.  I  do  not  ask  you  to  send  him 
from  this  bar  with  the  stamp  of  prudence 
on  his  actions,  or  to  find  that  what  be  did 
upon  all  occasions  was  done  with  the 
greatest  propriety.  It  is  possible  for  a 
hasty,  though  honest,  man  to  do  that 
which  a  prudent  or  good  man  would  not 
do,  and  yet  not  go  beyond  the  limits 
which  the  oonstitation  allows.  What  I 
want  you  to  find  is,  not  that  he  has  acted 
rightly,  but  that  in  what  he  has  done  he 
has  not  transgressed  that  constitutional 
barrier,  within  which  be  is  as  much  en- 
titled to  promulgate  and  promote  his 
views  as  we  are  entitled  to  promulgate 
and  promote  ours. 

The  prisoner  Bcmken  belongs  to  that 
party  in  the  State  called  "Chartists." 
1  was  glad  to  hear  my  learned  friend  say 
that  he  did  not  consider  that  those  who 
belonged  to  the  Chartist  party  were  mem- 
bers of  an  illegal  body ;  because  there  is  a 
phraseology  running  through  the  whole  of 
this  indictment  whicli  might  lead  to  a  dif- 
ferent conclusion,  and  seems  to  imply  that 
ike  Chartist  body  and  the  alleged  con- 
spiracy were  identical.  I  find  that  all  the 
matters  that  are  libelled,  all  the  things 
^t«re  done  after  the  28th  of  April,  are 
aftid  to  hare  been  done«  ac  if  in  aggrava- 


tion, "  for  the  more  effectual  prosecution 
of  the  objects  of  the  Chartist  body." 
The  six  point!^  of  the  Charter  have  been 
named  to  you.  They  are,  in  themselves, 
abstract  points  of  political  philosophy; 
and  my  learned  friend  admits  that  these 
objects  are  perfectly  legal,  and  that  he 
does  not  accuse  the  prisoners  of  sedition 
because  they  advocated  universal  suffrage, 
or  any  of  the  other  points  of  the  Charter. 
No  doubt,  it  was  not  always  that  this  pro- 
position would  have  passed  undisputed.  In 
former  days  even  a  statesman  of  high  emi- 
nence and  of  mild  disposition — such  a  man 
as  the  late  Mr.  Wyndham — stated  in  his 
place  in  Parliament  that  he  would  consider 
every  man  guilty  of  sedition  who  would 
agitate  for  universal  sufT^ge.  That  time 
fortunately  has  gone  by;  and,  indeed, 
when  I  recollect  by  whom  these  principles 
have  been  held — when  I  remember  tnat, 
in  1782,  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Mr. 
Fitt  were  as  much  in  favour  of  the  two 
first  points  of  the  Charter  as  these  pri- 
soners are  now,  I  think  I  may  fairly 
assnme,  although  I  do  not  agree  with 
these  parties  myself,  that  they  are  entitled 
to  be  treated  with  as  much  fairness  and 
respect  as  any  political  body  in  this  king- 
dom. My  learned  friend,  therefore,  admits 
that  there  is  nothing  in  these  principles  of 
the  Chartists  that  savours  of  sedition. 

But  then  it  is  said  that  BanJcen  en- 
deavoured to  prosecute  this  legal  object 
by  forming  the  Chartists  into  clubs  and 
sections,  and  that  he  spoke  of  organieation, 
and  was  urgent  for  them  to  organize,  so 
that  tbey  might  have  a  simultaneous 
movement.  Is  it  from  my  learned  friend 
that  I  am  told  that  this  is  sedition  ?  When 
was  there  political  agitation  for  any  object 
that  was  not  promoted  by  clubs  and  sec- 
tions P  Gentlemen,  have  we  forgotten  the 
Political  Unions  ?  Is  it  so  long  ago  that 
the  clubs  and  sections  of  Political  Unions 
were  formed  in  this  country?  In  the 
trials  of  179-4  it  i^as  scarcely  possible  to 
get  a  juryman  who  did  not  belong  to  an 
organization ;  and  the  prisoners  were 
tried  by  jurymen  belonging  to  the  loyal 
**  clubs  and  sections  *'  of  those  days.  Have 
we  forgotten  a  far  more  objectionable 
organization  than  that  with  which  the 
pannels  are  charged,  and  for  which  there 
was  no  prosecution  in  this  country-^L 
mean  the  Orange  Lodges,  with  their 
secret  oaths  and  their  secret  machinery.- 
Were  not  these  divided  into  clubs  and. 
sections  P  Has  my  learned  friend  no  re- 
collection of  the  most  recent  of  all  organi- 
zations— the  **  clubs  and  sections,"  if  he 
will  call  them  so— the  committees  and 
sub-committees  of  the  Anti-Corn  Law 
League?  And  are  we  to  be  told,  when 
such  things  have  been  done  with  impunity 
or  praise,  that  merely  to  advise  organisa- 
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tion  into  dabs  and  sections  is  either  sedi- 
tion or  raises  a  suspicion  of  sedition  P  I 
dismiss  all  that  part  of  theKndictment  as 
having  no  relcTancy  in  this  case.  If  there 
was  a  conspiracy  to  alter  the  constitution 
by  force  of  ai*ms,  then,  no  doubt,  all  this 
may  go  to  show  in  what  way  that  con- 
spiracy was  to  be  cairied  oat ;  but,  stand- 
ing by  itself,  this  part  of  the  indictment 
has  not  the  slightest  relevancy. 

I  now  ask  you,  gentlemen,  to  attend  to  , 
a  more  close  view  of  the  structure  of  this 
indictment.    This  is  an    indictment  for 
conspiracy,    I  am  not  going  to  define  con- 
spiracy to  you^ou  know  what  it  is  as  , 
well  as  I  do.    The  prisoners  are  accused  : 
of  this  conspiracy,  and  it  amounts  to  this :  , 
the  major  proposition  in  the  indictment  j 
says—  , 

*'  That  albeit,  by  the  laws  of  this  and  of  every  i 
well-gOTerned  realm,  the  wickedly  and  feloni-  , 
oanly  oonspiring  to  effect  an  alteration  of  the 
laws  and  constitation  of  the  realm,  by  force 
and  violence,  or  by  armed  resistanoe  to  lanful 
authority,  is  a  crime  of  a  heinous  nature." 

The  indictment  goes  on  to  say,  that  in  ^ 
various  places,  these  three  prisoners 
**  did  conspire  to  effect "  ' 

the  ends  and  objects  of  the  Chartists — 
**  not  peacefully,  lawfully,  and  loyally,  but  by 
force  and  violence,  or  by  armed  resistance  to 
lawful  authority."  ■ 

If  the  description  of  the  conspiracy  had  | 
stood  thus,  I  do  not  think  it  reouires  an  i 
argument  in  law  to  show  its  irrelevancy ; 
it  merely  repeats  the  major  proposition.  , 
But  the  Public  Prosecutor  goes  on  to  say  | 
how  the  conspiracy  was  entered  into —       | 

''that    they    did    wickedly,    feloniously,    and  I 
seditiously  resolve  and  agree  to  form,  or  cause  { 
and  procure  to  be  formed,  a  body  to  be  called  i 
a  National  Guard,  and  to  be  provided  with  i 
arms,  to  be  used  for  the  illegal  and  seditious  , 
purpose  of  effecting,  by  force  and  violence,  I 
or  by  armed  resistanoe  to  lawful  authority,  the  . 
said  alteradons  of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  < 
the  readm ;  or  one  or  more  of  them ;  and  you 
did  all  and  each,  or  one  or  more  of  you,  become 
a  member  of  the  said  body  calling  itself  the 
National  Guard,  knowing  the  same  to  be  an 
ille^  body,  formed  for  the   said  illegal  and  ' 
seditious  purposes.'* 

Now,  gentlemen,  the   charge  of  oon-  I 
•piracy*  in  my  apprehension,  ends  here.  , 
There  are  three  otner  charges  which  I  tidce  i 
to  oome  under  the  head  sedition ;  but  they  i 
are  not  set  forth  in  the  indictment  as  i 
having  been  matters  done  in  furtherance 
of  the  conspiracy.    On  the  contrary,  the 
Public  Prosecutor  leaves  me  to  infer,  that . 
while,  as  he  says,  the  National  Guard  was 
to  be  formed  for  the  purpose  of  upsetting  , 
the  oonstitutiou  by  force  of  arms,  I  went  ! 
to  the  meeting  of  the  24th  July,  and  the  i 
other  meetings  libelled,  and  spoke  such 


and  such  words»  with  a  different  and 
separate  intent.  On  page  6  of  the  indict- 
ment, he  says — 

'*  And  the  whole,  or  part,  of  the  lan^niage  above 
set  forth,  as  used  by  you,  the  said  John  Grant, 
Uenry  Rtinken,  acd  Robert  Hamilton,  respec- 
tively, as  above  libelled,  was  intended  and  cal- 
culated to  excite  popular  disaffection,  commo- 
tion, and  resistanoe  to  lawful  authority." 

The  intention  that  he  libels  is  limited 
to  this,  to  excite  popular  disaffection, 
commotion,  and  resistance  to  lawful 
authority.  No  doubt  this  is  a  crime  in 
itself,  and  I  shall  deal  with  it  as  such ;  but 
my  learned  friend  dealt  with  the  whole  of 
it,  as  if  the  charge  of  conspiracy  and  the 
charge  of  sedition  were  to  be  intermixed ; 
and  It  is  only  on  the  charge  of  conspiracy 
being  established  that  he  gets  in  a  great 
deal  of  evidence.  I  shall  deal  with  the 
charge  of  conspiracy,  as  limited  to  the 
formation  of  the  National  Guard.  I  shall 
deal  with  the  other  acts  set  forth,  as  being 
separate  acts  of  verbal  sedition,  not  said 
to  be  in  themselves  the  result  of  con- 
spiracy. 

Gentlemen,  when  men  are  banded  to* 
gether  for  the  prosecution  of  a  legal 
object,  there  never  was  a  party  in  the 
state  that  did  not  contain  some  violent 
and  extravagant  spirits;  but  is  every 
member  of  the  party  to  be  answerable  for 
the  acts  and  dee<L)  of  others?  Bj  no 
means.  Sir  Francis  BurdeU  was  one  of 
the  committee  in  W<Uson*$  case.  Was  he, 
therefore,  implicated  in  all  Waison*s  ex- 
travagance, or  in  Wation'a  trial  F  Take 
the  case  of  the  Irish  Bepealers.  The  late 
0*CanneU  was  the  most  determined  enemy 
of  those  who  wished  to  obtain  Repeal  by 
force  of  arms.  It  would  have  been  the 
greatest  injustice  to  have  rendered  him 
responsible  for  everything  said  or  done 
by  the  imprudent  of  the  party.  If  Smiih 
O'Brien  and  others  chose  to  hold  meetings 
at  which  seditious  language  was  used,  and 
attempts  made  to  stir  up  the  people  to 
obtain  Bepeal  by  force  of  arms,  would  it 
have  been  listened  to,  that,  not  for  his 
own  acts,  but  for  the  acts  and  deeds  of 
others,  O'OonnM  was  to  be  convicted  of 
the  crime  of  attempting  to  obtain  that  l^ 
force  and  violence  which  he  was  only 
willing  to  obtain  in  a  legitimate  way  F  X 
put  this  case :  Some  years  ago  there  was 
a  violent  agitation  in  England  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Poor  Law;  and  never  were 
more  inflammatory  speeches  made ;  never 
were  speeches  spoken  that  came  so  near 
the  verge  of  the  law ;  and  yet  that  agita- 
tion contained  within  it  many  of  the  most 
upright  and  constitutional  men  in  Bng- 
land ;  and  no  man  ever  made,  or  attempts! 
to  make  these  men  responsible  for  the  in- 
flammatory speeches  of  others.  Observe, 
I  do  not  stand  here  to  convinoe  you  that 
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But  it  seeinB  that  the  Brigadier-General 
came  to  a  meeting  of  the  Association 
committee  in  the  Express  newBp^per  ofiSce 
with  a  regalf\r  proposition,  and  it  was  that 
the  Association  should  call  a  public  meet* 
ing  to  form  a  National  G-uard.  What  did 
the  Association  say  P  Thejr  say  the  pro- 
position puts  as  into  a  difficulty.  The 
riots  which  took  place  some  time  ago 
were  attributed  to  us,  and  we  had  nothing 
to  do  with  them.  The  formation  of  a 
National  Guard  may  be  also  attributed  to 
us.  We  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
We  shall  call  no  meeting  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  a  formation  of  the  National 
Guard.  We  leave  you,  who  wish  such  a 
thing,  to  take  your  own  course ;  but  we 
do  not  agree  with  you,  and  can  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  as  an  Aeso* 
ciation.  Here  Machay^got  his  answer; 
but  according  to  the  witness  Frvngle  these 
National  Guardsmen  were  going  on  with- 
out the  Association  at  all,  and  the  Asso- 
ciation felt  that  if  anything  went  wrong 
it  would  be  laid  at  their  door,  and  their 
cause  would  be  thereby  injured.  Accord- 
ingly, the  meeting  of  the  25th  of  Ajjril 
was  neld,  and  in  regard  to  that  meeting 
you  have  two  accounts,  both  of  whicS 
substantially  coincide.  One  account  is 
that  Orant  proposed  that  the  committee 
should  form  themselves  into  a  National 
Guard,  the  other  given  by  Pringle  is  that 
the  proposal  was  that  the  Association 
should  take  up  and  decide  the  question 
which  the  Association  had  refYised  to 
entertain  before.  Whichever  of  these  is 
true  is  immaterial  to  me,  hec&VLBeBanken's 
conduce  in  the  matter  is  unquestionable. 
Banken  pHoposed  that  ihey  should  allow 
Mackay  and  the  physical  -  force  men 
to  call  their  own  meeting,  and  resolve 
that  they  would  take  no  part'  in  it  as 
Chartists  in  one  way  or  other.  Pringle 
tells  you  this  distinctly ;  and  this  takes 
the  sting  out  of  my  learned  friend's  argn- 
ment.  Ba/nken  says,  we  want  these  physi- 
cal-force men  to  come  before  the  public 
with  their  National  Guard,  that  men  may 
know  that  the  Chartist  Association  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it  whatever.  My 
learned  friend  has  said  that  Banken  was 
guiltv  of  conspiracy  because  he  ppo- 
posea  a  resolution  that  this  matter 
should  be  brought  before  a  public  meet* 
ing.  It  is  for  you  to  say  whether  the 
shape  of  the  resolution  was  a  mere  quibble 
to  escape  from  responsibility  or  not.  I 
put  it  to  you  that  it  was  no  (quibble,  or 
anything  approaching  to  a  quibble;  but 
on  the  contrary,  that  the  witnesses  stated 
a  fact  which  is  incontestible,  that  the 
Chartist  Association  did  not  choose  to 
take  up  this  question  at  all,  and  that  they 
were  resolvea  that  the  men  who  were  in 
favour  of  such  a  measure  should  *€omo 


every  man  in  the  Chartist  body  wished  to 
promote  the  objects  of  that  bodv  by  con- 
stitutional means.  I  admit  that  there 
may  have  been  dangerous  spirits  abroad 
in  this  body,  as  in  others,  men  more 
anxious  for  their  own  aggrandizement  and 
their  own  power,  than  for  the  good  of  the 
community.  If  there  were  such  in  this 
body,  I  believe  them  to  have  been  a  small 
minority  ;  but  what  may  have  *been  their 
number,  so  far  as  you  have  evidence,  they 
certainly  did  not  embrace  a  majority  of 
the  part^  that  belonged  to  the  Chartist 
Association.  I  beg  you  to  discard  from 
your  minds  all  feelings  of  this  kind.  The 
object  of  the  Association  was  perfectly 
legal;  and  what  you  have  to  deal  with  is 
the  acts  of  Bcmken  alone,  and  not  the  acts 
of  others,  for  which  he  is  not  responsible. 

The  first  question  is,  therefore,  has  the 
Public  Prosecator  proved  that  there  was  a 
conspiracy  P  but  you  are  to  be  satisfied,  in 
proof,  that  there  was  the  actual  conspiracy 
that  is  libelled  in  the  indictment.  I  think 
my  learned  friend  shrunk  from  that  pro- 
position. He  has  libelled  a  conspiracy 
to  efieot  an  alteration  in  the  constitution 
by  force  and  violence;  and  that  is  what 
he  must  prove.  He  says,  that  within  the 
Express  newspaper  office  these  parties 
conspired  to  form  a  National  Guaid,  who 
were  to  be  armed,  in  order  to  effect  an 
alteration  in  the  constitution  by  force  and 
violence,  and  that  these  prisoners  became 
members  of  that  illegal  body.  Has  he 
proved  that  they  conspired  to  form  a 
National  Guard,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  have  arms  to  subvert  the  constitution  P 
My  learned  friend  could  not  pretend  that, 
so  far  as Banken-wAs concerned,  he  proved 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Let  us  see  now  what  he  has  proved  about 
these  meetings  of  the  25th  and  28th  of 
April,  at  which,  it  seems,  this  conspiracy 
was  formed ;  and  here,  I  must  say,  that  it 
is  rather  hard  that,  in  a  charge  such  as 
this,  where  we  are  accused  of  having 
entered  into  a  conspiracy,  our  sentiments 
and  actions,  which  are  contrary  to  that 
purpose,  are  to  be  tortured  into  evidence 
of  having  entertained  it.  The  story  reads 
as  plain  as  truth  can  do.  Banken,  from 
first  to  last,  whenever  he  spoke  in  public 
or  in  private  on  the  subject  of  arn^i, 
has,  f^m  the  beginning  to  the  end,  been 
the  advocate  for  obtaining  the  Charter  by 
peaceful  means,  and  peaceful  means  only. 
I  do  not  say  he  bas  always  expressed  his 
opinions,  but  when  expressed  they  were 
clear  and  distinct.  He  disapproved  of 
the  whole  policy  of  the  physical-force 
men,  whatever  that  policy  was.  He  knew 
they  were  injuring  nis  cause,  and  he  did 
all  he  oonld  to  prevent  them  ^oing  on 
with  their  policy,  in  private  and  m  public 
too.         .  - 
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forward  and  show  themselves  to  the 
pablic.  You  may  say  it  was  their  duty 
to  oppose  it.  Gisntlemen,  we  are  here, 
not  upon  a  qaestion  of  duty,  but  of  con- 
spiracy. We  are  not  here  to  say  whether 
tne  proposition  of  Bdnken  was  prudent  or 
not  prudent ;  but  did  he  by  making  that 

Sroposition  combine  or  conspire  to  form  a 
rational  Guard?  To  tell  me  that  the 
resolution  not  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  National  Gnard,  bat  to  leave  it  to 
a  publioimeeting,  is  a  conspiracy  to  form 
a  National  Guard  is  a  construction  that  I 
think  no  fifteen  men  on  their  oaths  in 
possession  of  their  ordinary  reason  will 
agree  to. 

There  was  no  conspiracy  then  on 
the  25th.  But  the  Brigadier  •  General 
Mackay  and  his  friends  go  on  to  call  a 
public  meeting  themselves.  A  placard  is 
posted  on  the  walls  calling  this  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  pro- 
priety of  doing  a  certain  thing.  The 
placajrd  calling  the  meeting  is  neither  pat 
up  by  order  or  the  Association  nor  of  the 
committee ; — the  placard  is  not  printed  for 
the  committee,  nor  paid  for  by  the  com- 
mittee or  the  Association.  It  is  a  thing 
done  separately  from  them.  The  meeting  is 
held;  bntwith  that  meeting  I  have  nothing 
on  earth  to  do,  for  lUmken  was  not  there, 
until  the  whole  business  was  con- 
cluded. Ke  was  eoiag  up,  I  say,  as 
a  delegate  to  Lonaon,  to  promote  the 
Chartist  cause,  which  he  was  entitled 
to  do.  He  goes  into  this  meeting  and 
finds  in  the  room  his  supporters.  He 
did  not  know  what  they  had  doae  in 
regard  to  the  National  Guard,  and  he 
was  not  bound  to  ask.  He  goes  to  the 
platform  and  says  a  few  words  on  the 
ordinary  question  of  the  Ghai*ter,  going  ap, 
as  he  was  to  maintain  the  cause  in  the 
National  Assembly,  not  by  means  of  phy- 
sical force,  but  solely  by  the  force  of 
ar^ment  and  persuasion.  I  really  think 
it  IS  too  much  for  my  learned  friend  to 
aak  you  to  presume  against  the  fact,  that 
EatUcen  knew  what  was  done  at  that 
meeting  before  he  went  there.  Had  he 
been  present  and  heard  such  a  proposi- 
tion made,  I  think  the  strons  proba- 
bility is  that  he  would  have  stood  up  and 
supported  Ander$on.  If  he  spoke  his  real 
sentiments,  I  am  sure  he  woaid  have  done 
that.  Accordingly,  this  appearance  of 
Bomken  was  a  mere  episode,  which  does 
not  advance  the  proof  of  conspiracy  a 
single  step. 

£id  here  I  must  say  that  it  is  extra- 
ordinary to  find  my  learned  friend  charg- 
ing in  this  indictment  an  intention  to 
form  a  National  Guard  with  a  certain 
speoifio  object  to  be  attained,  and  yet 
leaving  your  minds  a  perfect  blank  as  to 
whether  this  National  Guard  was  ever 


formed,  and  as  to  whether  it  had  arms, 
and,  most  of  all,  whether  these  parties 
ever  belonged  to  it  at  all.  The  formation 
of  the  National  Guard  is  the  sting  of  this 
indictment — the  pivot  on  which  tne  whole 
affair  turns;  and  yet  my  learned  Mend 
was  glad  to  catch  at  a  straw,  and  endea- 
vour to  get  from  oar  witness  Pringle  what 
kind  of  body  the  National  Guard  was. 
Pringle  ktiew  nothing  about  it— he  knew 
no  more  about  it  than  you  do.  If  tho 
National  Guard  had  ever  been  formed, 
sarelv  my  learned  friend  might  have 
found  some  person,  some  one  of  the  sixty- 
fuar  secretaries,  to  tell  yoa  whether  it 
ever  had  arms — ^what  it  intended  to  dem- 
and, above  all,  whether  it  ever  met,  and 
who  belonged  to  it.  Brigadier-General 
Mackay  might  speak  high-sounding  words 
aboat  it,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  infer 
that,  because  it  is  called  a  National  Guard, 
it  must  have  been  formed  for  the  precise 
object  stated  here,  an  association  for  the 
parpose  of  effecting  by  force  or  violence,  or 
by  armed  resistance  to  lawful  authority,  the 
alteration  of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
realm. 

Bat  the  proof  becomes  fine  by  degp'ees 
as  we  come  on  to  the  proceedings  of  this 
National  Guard.  The  indictment  says, 
that  this  National  Guard  was  to  be  pro- 
vided with  arms.  There  is  not  a  stand  of 
arms  in  the  whole  collection.  You  have 
not  the  vestige  of  arms,  either  pike,  or 
gun,  or  pistol,  proved.  You  have  not  even 
the  smell  of  gunpowder,  and  excepting  the 
fact,  that  my  learned  friend  found  a  man, 
the  invisible  WKeohniey  who  had  a  gun, 
there  is  not  a  sinele  weapon  spoken  to. 
This  M^Keclviiie  and  his  gun  are  the  only 
results  of  this  conspiracy  to  upset  the 
constitution  by  force  of  arms.  But  this  ie 
mere  trifiing.  If  my  learned  friend  in- 
tended to  show  anything  like  what  he  has 
libelled,  he  was  bound  to  go  much  &rther 
than  he  has  done. 

Up  to  this  point,  according  to  the  view 
I  take  of  the  evidence,.  I  think  I  hare 
proved  that  there  was  no  oonspiracj 
to  form  a  National  Guard ;  and  eren  if 
there  had  been,  Eanken,  at  least,  was  no 
conspirator. 

[Tneie  is  no  evidence  ihs^  FeTguM%*B 
letter,  saying  that  the  National  Guard 
was  goin^  on  well,  ever  reached  Bfonkm^. 
Even  if  it  did,  it  would  not  prove  that 
FerjfU8on*8  sentiments  were  Eanken*8 — a 
constructive  inference  worthy  of  the  Star 
Chamber.  Nor  is  it  suggested  that  .Bon- 
ken  had  anything  to  do  with  the  unpub- 
lished review  of  the  pamphlet  on  military 
discipline,  or  with  the  placard  summoning 
the  meeting.] 

Gentlemen,  I  think  I  have  nearly  refuted 
all  that  has  been  said  about  the  oonspiraoy. 
Does  not  the  whole  of  the  proof  in  regard 
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to  Banken  come  to  this,  thai  he  once  pro- 
posed that  other  people  should  be  allowed 
to  call  a  meeting  for  an  object  which  he 
did  not  approve  of — a  meeting  which  he 
did  not  attend — a  meeting  which  had  pass- 
ed resolutions  of  which  he  knew  notniug 
— ^a  meeting  which  proposed  to  form  a 
National  Guard,  which  might  have  in- 
tended, but  which  is  not  shown  ever  to 
have  intended,  to  invade  the  constitution, 
the  formation  of  which  you  have  it  not 
proved  that  Banken  ever  encouhiged, 
while  you  have  it  proved  that  he,  on  the 
contrary,  is  known  from  first  to  last,  to 
have  differed  from  those  parties,  and  to 
have  dissuaded  them  from  the  formation 
of  it,  and,  not  only  to  have  refused  to  have 
anythinff  to  do  with  it,  but  to  have  de- 
nouncedit  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart. 
That  is  the  conspiracy,  so  far  as  Banken 
is  oonoemed.  Whatever  you  may  think 
of  the  other  parts  of  this  indictment,  I 
think  that  I  have  laid  the  jB;host  of  this 
conspiracy,  never  to  rise  agam. 

[Counsel  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  charse 
of  uttering  seditious  speeches,  which,  he 
contended,  were  not  charged  as  evidence 
of  conspira^,  but  must  be  judged  of  by 
themseives.f 

It  is  one  ming  to  act,  and  it  is  another 
thing  to  write,  and  anoUier  thing  to  speak, 
what  may  be  supposed  to  be  seditious. 
Written  words  remain,  but  words  spoken 
are  not  only  doubtful,  but  difficult  to  be 
identified.  They  may  be  spoken  without 
intention,  without  thought,  and  when  the 
speaker  really  does  nob  know  what  effect 
his  words  may  produce.  I  cannot  express 
myself  better  than  in  the  language  of  an 
eminent  and  learned  lawyer  of  £ngland. 
Justice  J^09^,  who,  in  speaking  of  sedition 
and  high  treason,  says,  that  words — 
**ire  often  the  effect  of  mere  heat  of  blood, 
which  in  some  natures  otherwise  well-disposed, 
canrieth  the  man  beyond  the  bounds  of  decency 
and  pmdenee.  They  are  always  liable  to  great 
nuseoostruction  from  the  ignorance  or  inatten- 
tion of  the  hearers,  and  too  often  from  a  motive 
truly  criminaL*' 

And  again — 

^  Words  are  transient  and  fleeting  as  the  wind, 
ihe  poison  they  scatter  is  at  the  most  confined  to 
the  narrow  circle  of  a  few  hearers.  They  are 
frequently  the  effect  of  sudden  transport,  easily 
misunderstood,  and  often  misreported."(«) 

The  ele^nce,  as  well  as  the  truth  of 
these  sentiments,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  enhance,  and  there  are  one  or  two 
additional  considerations  in  the  present 
instance  that  you  cannot  leave  out  of  view. 

I  cannot  say  that  I  have  much  sympathy 
with  the  sentiments  of  these  parties,  yet, 
in  apite  of  all  the  violence  and  extravagance 


(a)  Foat  Cr.  L.  304. 


that  has  been  uttered--can  any  man  fail 
to  sympathize  at  the  present  time  with  the 
working-classes  to  which  these  men  belong, 
and  whose  sentiments  thej  put  forth.  We 
are  too  ignorant  of  the  miseries,  the  trials, 
and  sufferings  of  the  working-classes.  I, 
for  ono,  feel  that  we  have  sympaUiiaed  too 
little  with  tbem,  and  know  too  little  of 
their  condition.  The  classes  of  society  are 
like  the  waters  of  thf^t  river  where  two 
streams  roll  on  for  miles  together  but  do 
not  intermingle.  I  believe  no  ono  can  tell, 
living  as  we  do  somewhat  raised  above 
them,  the  pangs  felt  by  a  man  in  the  lower 
ranks  of  life— how  it  enters  his  blood  to 
feel,  with  an  intellect  it  may  be  above  his 
station,  that  from  the  fluctuations  of  trade 
he  has  no  means  of  providing  bread  for 
his  family,  while  he  hears  his  children 
around  bim  crying  for  food,  and  sees  the 
partner  of  his  oosom  sinkinff  inch  by  inch 
to  the  grave — we  cannot  tell  what  are  the 
feelings  of  such  a  man  with  these  things 
before  his  eyes,  and  thinking  rightly,  or 
wrongly,  that  they  all  flow  fh>m  some- 
thing radically  defective  in  civil  and  social 
policy — we  cannot  tell,  I  say,  the  impulses 
that  urge  such  a  man  forward  in  such 
discussions  as  these — a  man  not  accus- 
tomed to  express  himself  in  public,  and 
who  has  not  the  education  to  choose  his 
words,  bub  speaks  from  the  fulness  of  his 
heart.  We  cannot  tell  how  manv  such 
men  may  be  transported  beyond  the  bounds 
of  discretion,  and  impelled  to  utter  senti- 
ments which  they  never  meant  to  express. 
Grod  forbid  that  I  should  say  one  word 
to  give  the  slightest  encouragement — to 
countenance  any  body  of  men  to  carry 
political  measures  by  force  and  violence* 
or  to  detract  one  word  from  the  eloauent 
and  most  truthful  remarks  with  which  my 
learned  friend  concluded  his  speech ;  but 
allow  me  to  say,  that  it  would  be  a  cruel 
thing  were  you  to  construe  the  words  of 
such  men  more  strictly  t^an  those  of  men 
in  a  higher  position. 

[Counsel  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  meet- 
ing of  June  12th.  The  worst  passages  of 
Bamken*»  speech  are  as  follows] : — 

**  It  was  a  well-known  fact  that  the  police, 
the  special  constables,  and  the  military  were 
tainted  with  the  principles  of  the  ChartisU; 
but  although  these  men  were  true,  they  would 
not  forget  the  advance  of  enlightenment  among 
the  working  classes  ;  that  the  science  of  chemis- 
try had  entered  the  workshop,  and  that  working 
men  could  provide  themselves  with  as  deadly 
weapons  as  Warner's  long  range ;  and  if  it  was 
to  l]«  a  struggle  for  life  and  death,  if  It  was  to 
be  destruction,  then  he  hoped  and  trusted  that 
the  working  men  would  only  be  true  to  them- 
selves, and  only  abstain  from  all  acts  of  aggres- 
sion until  they  were  aroused  by  the  oppressioo 
of  their  oppressors,  and  when  they  began  the 
work,  they  may  do  it  well.*' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


667]        The  Queen  against  Grant,  RamJeen,  and  Hamilton,  1848.        [^68 


Then  there  is  another  passage — 

"  It  the  leaders  of  the  people  are  to  he  incar- 
cerated, if  the  people  are  to  suffer  this  tamely, 
if  those  who  have  an  interest  in  keeping  you 
down  feel  that  you  will  quietly  submit,  then 
they  are  secure  ;  but  if  the  working  men  look 
to  themselves,  and  if  they  look  to  those  who 
place  themselves  in  the  front  of  the  fray — if 
they  look  to  those  who  are  willing  to  brave 
every  danger,  then  I  say  the  working  men 
ought  to  consider  what  means  should  be  taken 
to  protect  these  men.  Let  the  property  of  the 
country  be  hostages  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
for  the  safety  of  the  leaders  of  the  people.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  French  are  inventive, 
but  that  the  British  have  this  faculty,  that  upon 
all  the  French  inventions  they  improve.  Should 
^e  authorities  drive  the  people  into  a  revolu^ 
tion,  then  I  hope  the  people  will  improve  upon 
the  French  invention  of  a  Republic." 

This  is  the  report  of  8<mier$,  whose 
report  is  fnller  than  Lothian^e,  Both  are 
in  strong  contrast  to  BrownMs. 

What  do  yon  think  of  the  man  who 
takes  pencil  notes  at  a  meeting,  and 
does  not  write  them  out  for  a  week  after- 
wards, and  who  has  the  presumption  to 
tell  you  that,  at  this  distance  of  time,  he 
could  tell  you,  from  memory,  the  exact 
words  which  the  speakers  used  P  Browfdee 
said  that  Banken  recommended  the  people 
to  ^et  arms.  The  two  trained  and  pro- 
fessional reporters  have  not  a  single  word 
like  that.  It  is  quite  plain  that  Brownlee 
jumbled  Hamilton* 8  and  EcmkevCs  speeches 
together. 

Throwing  aside,  therefore,  the  police- 
man's report,  what  is  there  in  the  speech 
itself,  as  8omer$  and  Lothian  gave  it? 
Admitting  that  his  speech  was  exciting,  it 
is  but  an  assertion  or  a  doctrine  truly  con- 
stitutional, on  the  supposition  of  the 
people  being  illegally  attacked — or  of 
Uovernment  trying  to  deprive  them  of 
their  independence  in  action  and  speech, 
contrary  to  the  constitution  of  the  land. 
However  strong  the  speech  may  sound, 
Eanken  only  spoke  there  what  those  who 
founded  the  liberties  of  Britain  spoke 
frcQuently  before.  If  Banken  had  said» 
'*  If  you  are  attacked  bv  the  special  con- 
stables you  are  entitled  to  resist,"  that 
would  have  been  sedition.  No  man  is  en- 
titled to  take  into  his  own  hand  the  deter- 
mination of  what  is  law.  But  BcmJcm's 
speech  was  entirely  hypothetical.  He 
there  simply  laid  down  that  doctrine,  of 
which  it  has  been  said  that  it  is  a  doctrine 
which  the  people  should  seldom  remember 
and  the  Govemment  should  never  forget — 
that,  if  tliey  go  beyond  the  constitution, 
resistance  by  the  people  becomes  not  a 
right  merely  but  sometimes  a  duty.  These 
are  strong  words  ;  but  I  take  the  doctrine 
in  the  wms  of  the  greatest  constitutional 
itatreaman  that  trer  lived  in  this  oountry. 


I  read  a  passage  from  Mr.  Fox  in  1795,  in 
reference  to  the  treason  and  sedition  bills 
then  before  Parliament.  "  I  rise,"  he  said,  ' 

**  to  restate  my  expression,  but  not  to  retract 
one  word  of  what  I  have  said.  Let  the  words 
be  taken  down  at  the  table ;  they  express  the 
sentiments  for  which  your  forefathers  shed 
their  blood,  and  upon  which  the  Bevolation 
was  founded;  but  let  me  not  be  mis-stated. 
The  case  I  put  was,  that  these  bills  might  he 
passed, by  a  corrupt  majority  of  Parliament, 
contrary  to  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of  the 
great  body  of  the  nation.  If  the  majority  of 
the  nation  approve  of  these  bills,  I  wiU  not  be 
the  person  to  inflame  their  minds,  or  stir  them 
up  to  rebellion ;  bat  if,  in  the  general  opinion 
of  the  country,  it  is  conceived  that  these  bills 
attack  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  con- 
stitution, I  then  maintain  that  the  propriety  of 
resistance,  instead  of  remaining  any  longer  a 
question  of  morality,  will  become  merely  a 
question  of  prudence.  I  am  told  that  these  are 
strong  words,  but  strong  measures  require 
strong  words.  I  will  not  submit  to  arbitrary 
power  while  there  remains  one  alternative  to 
vindicate  my  freedom." 

These  may  be  startling  words,  but 
they  were  spoken  by  a  man  who,  while 
he  burned  with  an  ardent  love  of  Hie 
liberty  of  the  subject,  regarded  with 
almost  romantic  idolatry  the  old  constitu- 
tion of  his  land.  Shertdan  repeats  what 
Fox  said,  and  be  was  followed  m  the  same 
strain  by  Lord  (Trey.  Gentlemen,  I  b^g 
to  say  that  to  mv  mind  there  never  was  a 
case  that  afforded  so  little  pretence  for 
announcing  this  doctrine  than  that  of  the 
prisoners  on  Bruntsfield  Links.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  Chartists  would  be  justified 
in  resortiuff  to  physical  force.  Not  so; 
if  they  had  resorted  to  physical  force, 
undoubtedly  they  would  have  had  to  abide 
the  penalty;  but  what  I  do  say  is,  that 
merely  announcing  the  abstract  principle* 
that  if  the  Government  did  deprive  the 
people  of  their  libertgr*  thev  were  entitled 
to  resist,  is  not  sedition,  when  said  hypo- 
thetically  and  without  being  connected 
with  any  contemplated  act. 

Let  me  now  take  ^ou  to  another  scene, 
to  a  public  meeting  in  our  own  neighbour- 
hood; let  me  take  you  to  the  meeting  in 
the  King's  Park  in  the  year  1832,  where 
a  laree  assemblage  met  for  an  object  that 
greatly  excited  the  public.  There  were 
Political  Unions  in  those  days — ^there  was 
organization  into  clubs  and  sections  to  an 
unprecedented  deeree.  Political  affitation 
had  gone  great  lengths ;  and  whatever 
may  be  the  opinions  that  individuaU 
entertain  of  it,  there  are  many  people 
who  now  entertain  the  belief  that  that 
agitation  was  of  sp'eat  benefit  to  this 
country.  The  spetOcers  at  that  meeting 
were  not  hard-handed  artisans  — thej  were 
many  of  them  men  looked  up   to  and 
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venerated.  I  was  there  and  heard  the 
speeches ;  and  before  the  whole  mnltitnde 
there  were  spoken  these  words — 

'*  The  tbree  days  of  Paris  must  have  taught 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  what  subjects  can  do 
when  roused ;  and  he  must  hare  learned  that 
the  peaceful  citizen,  when  fighting  for  his 
rights,  can  advance  his  naked  bosom  as  fear- 
lessly as  the  hired  soldier  when  his  back  was 
fortified  by  his  cuirass." 

LoKD  Justige-Glekk  :  Who  was  the 
speaker  P 

Monoreiff:  Mr.  Ayioun.  These  words 
were  spoken.  There  was  a  gentleman  of 
high  station  and  character  in  the  chair ; 
and  I  do  not  know,  and  never  heard,  that 
there  were  any  observations  made  against 
the  statement.  Do  I  qnote  these  words 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  retort 
on  my  friends  or  the  other  side  P— to  apply 
the  old  quotation — 
•*  Quis  tulerti  Gracchos  de  seditione  querentes,*' 

Not  in  the  least.  It  was  not  sedition. 
The  words  and  the  sentiments  were  law- 
ful; but  it  is  of  the  essence  of  the  con- 
stitution that,  in  times  of  agitation,  you 
are  not  to  scAn  men's  words  too  minutely. 
The  question  is.  Was  there  in  Banken*8 
speech  a  seditious  intent  or  not  P  Ran- 
hen^wBS  entitled  ik)  say  that,  if  the 
Government  went  beyond  the  principles 
of  the  constitution,  they  ought  to  be  re- 
sisted. If  Banken  believed,  not  that  what 
the  Government  was  doin^  was  illegal, 
but  that  they  were  proceeding  and  going 
to  do  things  directly  contrary  to  the 
constitution,  he  was  merely  announcing 
an  abstract  proposition,  which  is  unques- 
tionably true,  that,  if  the  Government 
should  do  such  and  such  things,  the 
people  had  a  right  to  withstand  them. 
All  this  is  dangerous  ground  enough; 
but  I  have  endeavoured  to  express  myself 
in  the  language  of  the  constitution.  It 
would  have  been  much  better,  no  doubt, 
that  he  had  not  said  what  he  did  say; 
but  still  the  constitution  allows  such  words 
to  be  used ;  and  if  there  was  no  seditious 
intent  in  saying  them,  and  if  they  do  not 
imply  a  seditious  purpose,  then  you  can- 
not find  him  guilty  ot  sedition  in  having 
used  them.  In  regard  to  this  one  pas- 
sage— 

"  Let  the  property  of  the  country  be  hostages 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  for  the  safety  of  the 
leaders  of  the  people.'* 

there  is  only  one  witness  who  speaks  to 
this  passage ;  and  I  submit  that  one  wit- 
ness is  not  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
words. 

The  next  meeting  is  that  of  the  19th 
June,  and  this  I  may  pass  over  very 
lightly.  My  learned  friend  proved  no- 
thing aboat  it,  except  that  Banken  went 
to  it  and  made  a  speech,  and  advised 


them  to  form  themselves  into  clubs  and 
sections.  There  is  nothing  seditious 
there,  because  this  he  was  entitled  to  do. 
What  Banken  said  at  the  meeting  was 
this : — *•  I  won*t  speak  to  you  about  arms ; 
I  tell  you  to  judge  for  yourselves,  but  I 
do  not  approve  of  arming.  I  won't  have 
anything  to  do  with  your  arms,  and  I  am 
not  going  to  discuss  that  ground;  but  I 
take  the  ground  on  which  I  have  always 
advocated  the  Charter — the  ground  of 
peaceful  persuasion  and  argument."  I 
pass  from  this  by  saying,  that  the  words 
m  the  libel  are  not  proved,  and,  even  if 
proved,  they  mean  nothing.  The  slightest 
alteration  in  the  sentence  would  make 
all  the  difference  in  the  world ;  but  even 
as  the  reporters  gave  them,  they  are 
innocent. 

Now,  lastly,  as  to  the  meeting  of  July 
24th,  on  the  Calton  Hill.  I  agreed  to 
take  the  report  of  Somera  and  Lothian, 
because  substantially  they  have  reported 
with  considerable  accuracy;  but  I  will 
not  take  the  report  of  Mackay,  nor 
the  report  of  Jjinion,  They  are  not  pro- 
fessed reporters,  Maekay  spoke  from  a 
transference  of  his  notes,  wmch  were  not 
made  at  the  time,  but  a  week  afterwards. 
He  says  he  compared  his  transferred  notes 
with  the  original;  but  I  am  entitled  to 
have  the  original,  and  will  not  accept  of 
a  substitute.  I  think  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory  to  you  to  know  what  were  the 
words  spoken  from  notes  made  at  the 
moment,  than  fVom  notes  made  from  a 
draft  committed  to  paper  a  week  after 
the  meeting.  Did  you  ever  go  to  a  public 
meeting  of  that  kind,  and  endeavour,  I 
do  not  say  to  recollect  accurately,  but 
even  to  hear  accurately  the  words  that 
were  usedP  I  doubt  very  much  if,  on 
going  home  and  trying  to  note  down  a 
single  sentence  that  I  have  uttered  to- 
day, you  could  accomplish  it;  and  I 
thmk  there  are  ten  chances  to  one,  that 
if  you  were  to  try  to  write  down  three 
consecutive  sentences  of  what  I  have 
spoken,  I  would  find  that  you  had  used 
words  which  I  did  not  use,  and  which  did 
not  convey  the  meaning  I  intended. 
When  you  come  to  Linton,  you  find  that 
he  made  the  mistake  twice  of  putting  a 
part  of  one  man's  speech  into  the  mouth 
of  another.  What  safeguard  have  you 
that  any  of  these  wordS  may  not  have 
fallen  from  any  of  the  other  speakers  P 

But  what  was  the  meeting  itself  P  It 
was  a  meeting  to  sympathize  with  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  they  were  entitled 
to  express  their  opinion,  if  they  chose, 
that  Government  had  been  uiyust  towards 
the  Irish.  They  were  not  entitled  to  soy 
that  the  people  were  justified ,  in  rising 
into  insurrection ;  but  they  were  entitled 
to  say  that,  if  the  Government  rose  against 
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the  people,  and  oompeUed  the  people  to 
rise  in  insurrection,  that  insorrection 
wonld  he  jostifiahle;  and  they  were  en- 
titled to  Bay  that,  if  the  oligarchy  were  to 
urge  the  Goyemment  against  the  people, 
they  trusted  the  people  would  prevail  in 
the  end.  I  do  not  know  that  it  wonld  he 
sedition,  in  that  yiew,  to  say,  "  I  hope 
the  God  of  Battles  will  smile  on  the  op- 
pressed, and  enable  them  to  improve  the 
victory  they  were  sore  to  win."  Unless 
yoQ  have  a  more  satisfactory  report  than 
that  of  Mackay,  and  when  yon  recollect 
how  great  a  difference  in  the  meaning  of 
a  passaj^  a  mere  slip  of  the  reporter  wonld 
make,  it  is  in  vain  to  say  that  these  ex- 
pressions, attributed  to  Bwnhen,  would 
amount  to  sedition.  This  meeting  is  only 
to  express  an '  opinion.  It  is  not  alleged 
that  the  resolution,  if  passed,  was  to  be 
communicated  to  Ireland,  or  thafc  any- 
thing was  contemplated  in  Ireland  in  con- 
sequence. It  is  an  abstract  opinion  de- 
livered by  Banken;  and  you  cannot  be 
sure  that  these  were  the  words  that  were 
spoken  by  him.  They  had  a  witness, 
MeBougaU,  who  was  present  at  the  meet- 
ing, and  thev  did  not  venture  to  ask  him 
if  these  words  were  used  ;  and  my  learned 
friend  has  not  even  attempted  to  prove 
tiiat  any  resolution  was  proposed. 

I  have  nearly  concluded  my  task  on 
this  indictment,  laborious^  to  you  to 
listen  to  as  to  me  to  speak.  I  have 
only  twp  topics  to  detain  you  with.  First, 
you  must  look  in  the  question  of  sedition 
for  the  felonious  intent.  It  is  a  strong 
circumstance,  that  on  all  of  the  occasions 
libelled,  not  only  was  there  no  direct  act 
done,  or  attempted  to  be  done,  but  no 
direct  act  seems  to  have  been  at  all  con- 
templated. It  seems  to  have  been  all 
abstract  langaage.  No  doubt,  if  you 
think  the  conspiracy  is  proved,  you  may 
think  it  was  meant  that  the  National 
Guard  should  upset  the  country  by  force 
of  arms ;  but  if  you  think  the  conspiracy 
is  not  preved,  and  that  the  words  spoken 
are  to  oe  considered  by  themselves,  then 
you  have  the  important  fact  that  all  the 
expressions  are  used  in  the  abstract,  with- 
out reference  to  any  attempt  to  be  made, 
or  any  object  to  be  accomplished.  Then 
you  have  Banken* $  own  statements  against 
resortinff  to  violence  or  nhysical  force  at 
all;  and,  however  much  you  may  dis- 
approve of  the  absurd  strain  of  violence  in 
wnioh  his  sentiments  were  expressed, 
there  is  not  a  sentiment  there  that  a  man 
miffht  not  express  with  perfect  prudence 
and  the  utmost  moderation.  And,  1 
think,  with  a  little  paraphrase,  I  could 
make  them  firee  of  everything  like  sedi- 
tion, and  yet  contain  all  that  he  meant  to 
express.  The  second  thing  that  I  have 
to  observe  is,  that  to  be  present  at  any 


meeting  is  not  the  same  thing  as  to  speak 
all  that  was  spoken.  I  presume  that  it 
is  not  said  that  the  mere  presence  at  a 
meeting  is  sufficient  to  infer  responsibility 
for  all  that  is  said  or  done  at  it. 

I  have  gone  over  the  whole  of  tilts 
indictment.  I  have  been  obliged  to 
deal,  as  I  warned  you  at  first,  with  some 
hazardous  and  doubtful  topics  in  our 
constitutional  law,  and  I  have  endea- 
voured to  do  so  carefully,  but  firmly,  in 
order  to  avoid  any  misunderstandiiig  on 
your  minds,  and  to  do  justice  to.  the  gown 
which  I  wear,  and  to  the  prisoner  whose 
interests  I  am  here  to  defend.  And,  on 
review  of  the  whole  matter,  much  as  we 
may  deplore  the  extravagant  and  height- 
ened colour  the  language  attributed  to 
him  bears,  I  have  to  submit  to  you,  that 
the  Public  Prosecutor  has  failed  to  make 
out  his  case  against  Banken,  I  feel  per- 
fectly confident  that  I  carry  yon  along 
with  me.  He  has  either  not  proved  that 
the  words  set  forth  in  the  indictment 
were  spoken  by  Banken,  or  where'  they 
are  proved  to  be  spoken,  it  has  not  been 
proved  that  they  were  seditions.  Accord- 
ingly, this  indictment  must  fall,  and  you 
must,  as  far  as  my  client  is  concerned, 
return  a  verdict  of  not  guilty.  I  know 
that  jou  will  not  be  swayed  from  d6ing 
this  justice  to  the  prisoner  by  any  fear 
that  you  will  thus  in  the  slightest  degree 
be  endangering  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution, or  relaxing  the  reins  of  Govern- 
ment in  the  land.  Thnt  can  never  be. 
I  am  certain  that  by  your  returning  an 
honest  verdict,  we  shall  not  lose,  but  gain 
upon  the  affection  of  that  class  to  which 
the  prisoners  belong,  and  on  whose  affec- 
tions depend  the  safety  and  security  of 
any  Government.  Draw  a  moral  from  all 
these  trials,  and  try  if  we  can  unite  these 
several  waters — if  we  cannot  mingle  a 
little  more  in  the  feelings  and  sentiments 
of  those  below  us,  and  offering  them  more 
of  our  sympathy,  create  a  union  between 
the  two  classes.  Why  should  we  not  walk 
together,  like  brothers  P  I  doubt  that  we 
have  been  wanting  in  our  duty  in  that 
respect,  and  that  we  have  been  too 
regardless  of  their  situation ;  and  it  irould 
be  well  if  the  result  of  this  trial  be,  not 
to  detain  these  prisoners  in  gaol,  entail* 
ing  misery  and  broken-heartedness  on 
themselves,  and  utter  destitution  on  their 
families,  but  while  they  are  dismissed 
from  the  bar,  and  allowed  to  mingle  in 
happiness  and  good  feeling  with  their 
fellow  men,  it  would  be  well,  I  fay,  if  the 
result  of  all  this  should  be  a  desire  on  the 
pMrt  of  both  classes  to  walk  in  harmony 
together;  the  one  class  to  do  what  they 
can  to  soften  and  mitigate  tiie  ills  m 
poverty,  and  the  other,  having  seen  the 
folly  of  their  proceedings,  to  resolve  to 
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think  no  more  of  foroe  and  yiolence  in  the 
proseoation  of  their  views,  bnt  to  go 
band-in-band  together  in  good  and  loyal 
citizenship.  We  may  differ  in  opinion, 
bnt  we  may  be  nnited  in  heart.  JBelieve 
me,  gentlemen,  that  by  a  verdict  of  not 
gnilty,  80  far  from  loosening,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  the  constitntional  bonds 
which  bind  society  together,  you  will 
only  drive  one  rivet  more  into  the  old 
oaken  portal  of  British  freedom. 


ILogan  followed  for  Hamilton  and  Grant, 
and  again  referred  to  the  proposed  Na- 
tional Qnard.]  I  will  ffive  m^  learned 
friend  the  benefit  of  all  that  is  proved 
relative  to  the  two  meetings  mentioned 
in  the  indictment;  and  I  will  also  give 
him  the  benefit  of  a  third  meeting,  not 
referred  to  there  at  all,  bat  spoken  of  by 
the  witness  Prmgle  and  also  by  the  wit- 
ness Ekingi,  These  persons  concur  as 
to  this,  that  a  certain  peremptory  and 
most  absolate  fool — so  I  must  hold  him, 
seeini;  that  both  sides  in  this  case  concur 
in  calling  him  so,  and,  still  more,  seeing 
that  I  myself  well  remember  hearing  at 
the  time  how  this  man  Mackay,  this  so- 
called  Brigadier  -  General,  publicly  ex- 
pressed his  anxiety  to  meet  the  Duke  of 
JVeiUngton  on  any  field  of  his  own  choos- 
ing, and  his  profound  conviction  that, 
then  and  there,  he  would,  by  force  of 
superior  strategy,  confound  andput  to 
shame  the  victor  of  Waterloo.  Well,  wfe 
have  tills  person  sending  to  a  body,  known 
as  the  committee  of  the  Chartist  Asso- 
ciation in  Edinburgh,  a  written  proposi- 
tion touching  the  formation  of  a  National 
Guard ;  and  how  is  it  that  this  body  dealt 
with  the  communication  P  Did  they  re- 
ceive it  as  light  out  of  darkness?  Did 
they  hail  the  Brigadier- General  as  a  de- 
liverer, by  whose  armed  intervention 
were  to  l>e  ended  and  put  to  flight  all 
their  social  wrongs  and  political  disabili- 
ties? No,  nothing  of  the  kind.  They 
refused  to  entertain  or  even  to  look  at 
the  proposal ;  and  it  was  not  until  their 
ordinary  business  had  been  gone  into  and 
concluded  that  they  allowed  one  of  their 
number  to  read  to  the  rest  the  communi- 
oation  of  that  man.  And  how  was  it  re- 
ceived even  then — with  approbation,  or 
©vwi  in  decent  silence?  Why,  no;  but 
with  universal  lauehter  and  loud  derision. 
It  is  proved  that  uie  reason  why  he  com- 
municated with  them  at  all  was  that  he 
required  money — a  little  money  from 
their  funds  to  aid  him  in  the  publication 
of  this  notable  treatise  on  mihtar^  disci- 
pline, "Every  Man  His  own  Drill-Ser- 
jeant." And  it  is  also  proved  that  the 
petition  was  refused,  and  the  petitioner 
well  laughed  at  for  his  pains.  And  so 
ends  the  first  scene  in  this  drama. 


Bnt  the  curtain  rises  again  on  the 
25th  April.  The  members  of  this  com* 
mittee  are  once  more  assembled  for  the 
dispatch  of  business ;  and  by  John  Orant 
is  again  introduced  the  subject  of  the 
National  Goard.  He  makes  no  motion — 
only  a  suggestion  that  it  might  be 
well  to  consider  whether,  in  the  matter 
of  this  National  Guard,  the  Chartist  com- 
mittee should  not  take  the  initiative.  It 
was  explained  to  you  by  PringU  that, 
though  he  could  not  charge  his  memory 
with  the  very  words  employed  by  Oranl^ 
as  neither,  indeed,  could  any  of  the  other 
witnesses,  the  impression  formed  on  his 
inind  at  the  time,  and  left  there  ever 
since,  was  something  to  this  effect: 
*'  lliis  Maeka/y  is  a  busybody.  His  project 
of  a  Guard  is  getting  bussed  abroad,  and 
other  parties  will  be  taking  it  up.  They 
will  he  meeting  in  secret  to  consider  the 
question,  and  we  infallibly  shall  be  impli* 
cated  in  what  they  do.  You  all  saw,  when 
the  mob  lately  broke  the  street  lamps, 
that  we  Chartists  were  charged  with  the 
mischief,  though,  as  you  well  know,  we 
were  as  innocent  of  destroying  the  public 
property  as  we  were  of  the  thefts  com- 
mitted in  the  course  of  the  row.  The 
same  thing  will  happen  now  with  this 
matter  of  the  National  Guard.  If  allowed 
to  be  ^ot  up  secretly,  many  persons  may 
be  ruined — Chartists,  perhaps,  among 
the  rest.  There  is  but  one  way  by  which 
we,  as  a  committee,  can  clear  ourselves 
with  the  authorities.  Let  us  now  consider 
whether  it  may  not  be  well  that  we  oor- 
selves  should  take  the  initiative,  and  by 
bringing  the  matter  openly  before  the 
whole  world,  save  others  from  the  odium 
and  danger  of  seeming  to  ensage  in  a 
secret  conspiracy."  This  substantiallv 
was  all  that  ChroMi  suggested,  and  al- 
though there  was  an  amendment  proposed 
by  Banken,  no  vote  was  taken. 

Hamilton  has  not  been  shown  to  have 
been  present  at  that  meeting  at  all.  It 
was  indeed  stated  by  the  first  witness 
examined  yesterday,  that  HamilUm^  as 
he  thinks,  was  present ;  but  neither  Bkvngg 
nor  Pringle  was  able  to  charge  his  memory 
so  as  to  say  that  he  was  there.  HamiUon, 
unfortunately  for  himself  and  for  me, 
does  not  seem  to  have  possessed  the 
faculty,  in  any  great  degree,  of  being  able 
to  hold  his  tongue.  Now,  putting  those 
things  together— the  smallness  of  the 
meeting,  i^e  recentness  of  the  occasion, 
and  the  extreme  improbability  that  HamiU 
ton  could  have  been  there  at  all  without 
making  a  speech,  and  probably  a  motion — 
the  inference  that  he  was  not  present 
seems  fair  and  reasonable  enough. 

But  it  is  said  that  a  public  meeting 
did  take  place  on  the  28th  April,  at 
which  the   pannels— so    the   indictment 
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to  be  sure,  there  was  presented  to  the  public 
of  Edinbnrghin  poblio  meeting  assembled 
— a  meeting  called  bj  placu^ — the  very  first 
of  which  placards  was  posted  on  the  wall 
opposite  my  friend  Mr.  Lothian's  chambers 
—the  scheme  and  project  of  a  formidable 
organization  indeed.  There  was,  first  of 
all,  to  be  a  body  formed,  under  the  style 
and  title  of  the  National  Guard  of  cbe 
metropolis  of  Scotland ;  for  no  humbler  lan- 
guage than  that  would  content  the  Briga- 


avers — **did  wickedly,  feloniously,  and 
seditiously  resolve  and  agree  to  form,  or 
cause  and  procure  to  be  formed,  a  body  to 
be  called  a  National  Guard,  to  be  pro- 
vided with  arms,"  for  accomplishing  all 
the  wicked  purposes  already  so  often  re- 
ferred to.  Now,  that  a  meeting  was  held 
on  the  evening  in  question  cannot  be 
doubted;  but  that  it  was  called  by  the 
Ohartist  Association,  or  by  the  pannels,  or 
by  any  one  of  them,  is,  I  think,  if  not 
actually  disproved,  at  least  a  matter  which 
has  not  in  the  very  least  been  proved. 

[None  of  the  usual  arrangements  for  a 
public  meeting  were  made  by  the  Chartist 
Association,  and  they  refused  to  pay  for 
the  placard!.  HamiUan  was  there,  but 
Banhen  only  came  in  incidentally  at  the 
end,  and  there  was  no  evidence  tlukt  Orant 
was  there  at  all.] 

If  this  be  so — and  it  is  so — be  pleased, 
gentlemen,  to  notice  how  far  this  single 
circumstance  ffoes  in  clearing  up  the 
mystery  of  this  supposed  conspiracy. 
Indeed,  it  throws  volumes  of  light  upon 
the  subject.  Conspiracies  are  the  common 
spectres  seen  by  Public  Prosecutors  in 
troublesome  times ;  and,  besides  dealing 
with  the  ghosts  when  once  raised,  they 
are  occasionally  suspected  of  doing  some- 
what at  their  own  hands  to  raise  them,  so 
that  they  may  gain  the  credit  of  having 
cleverly  laid  them.  Fortunately,  in  this 
case  we  have  had  no  hired  spy  put  into 
the  witness  box,  whatever  may  be  found 
on  referring  to  the  list  of  witnesses ;  but, 
setting  all  that  aside  as  perfectly  out  of 
the  case,  I  repeat  that  it  does  throw 
volumes  of  light  on  the  supposed  con- 
spiracy, that  Grant,  the  originator  of  the 
plot— that  Grant,  the  very  Frankenstein^ 
so  to  speak,  who  created,  and  vivified,  and 
set  in  motion  this  monster,  is  so  little  in 
earnest  about  the  result,  that  he  is  not 
even  present  on  the  occasion,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  give  it  efficacy  and  em- 
ployment. Instead  of  attending  the  meet- 
ing called  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
forming  a  National  Guard,  he  was  either 
following  his  honest  vocation  as  a  journey- 
man printer,  or  spending  an  innocent 
hour  of  leisure  by  his  own  fireside,  in 
company  with  that  wife,  and  those  five 
children,  to  whom  his  twenty-five  shillings 
of  weekly  earnings  constituted  the  sum  of 
worldly  support. 

What  is  it,  then,  that  takes  place  at 
this  meeting?  Why,  1  rather  thmk,  the 
only  fact  not  lefc  in  obscurity  is  that 
Ma^hay,  the  Brigadier- General,  made  his 
appearance,  made  an  egregious  oration, 
and,  if  that  had  not  been  already  made  to 
his  hand,  made  a  fool  of  himself.  If,  in- 
deed, you  are  to  assume,  as  the  Advocate- 
DtjpuU  has  assumed,  Maekay  to  have  been 
the  exponent  of  the  prisoners'  views,  then. 


dier.  And  of  what,  pray,  was  the  Guard 
to  consist?  Why,  of  1,600  men,  in  four 
divisions  of  400  each.  The  first  division 
was  to  consist  of  400  musketeers,  and  the 
second  of  400  pikemen  or  lancers.  What 
these  last  were  to  do  with  their  pikes  I 
cannot  tell,  except  it  were  to  pnck  for- 
ward the  musketeers.  The  third  division 
was  to  consist  of  other  400  musketeers; 
and  what  they  were  to  do  with  their 
muskets  I  can  as  little  say,  unless  to  shoot 
down  the  pikemen  marching  in  fh>nt. 
Then,  last  of  all,  was  to  come  the  other 
400,  armed  with  lances,  all  apt  and  able 
for  the  same  work  with  their  valiant  com- 
rades of  the  second  division.  So  much 
for  the  full  privates ;  now  for  the  officers ; 
and  pray  note  the  far-seeing  perspicacity 
of  the  Brigadier-General.  Not  contented 
with  giving  all  the  divisions  captains  and 
lieutenants  by  whom  they  might  win 
victories,  he  provides  each  of  them  with 
no  less  than  sixteen  secretaries  to  write 
the  despatches  of  those  victories — once 
they  were  won. 

Gentlemen,  you  laugh  at  all  this,  and 
by  your  laughter  yon  show  your  sympathy 
with  the  meeting.  That  is  precisely  what 
the  meeting  itself  did,  it  laughed  at  the 
proposition,  and  it  laughed  at  Maekay, 
the  author  of  the  proposition.  Laushter 
was  the  due  meed  of  the  one,  and  the 
rigbt  answer  to  the  other.  But  it  so 
happens  that  my  poor  client,  HamiUon, 
not  satisfied  with  laughing,  and  impelled 
by  that  facility  of  expression  which  is 
either  a  blessing  or  a  curse,  according  as 
it  is  regulated  bv  a  sound  judgment  and 
a  controlling  will,  rose  and  uttered  a  few 
foolish  words— foolish,  I  mean,  upon  the 
supp)Otiition  that  they  were  seriously 
spoken.  That  they  were  so  spoken  I  can- 
not believe;  I  make  no  doubt  that  all 
I  that  HamiUon  really  meant  was  to  con- 
tinue and  increase  the  ridicule  already 
raised  against  Maekay.  Such  is  the  evi- 
dence bearing  upon  the  matter  of  the 
conspiracy,  for  I  quite  agree  with  my 
;  friend  Mr.  Moncreifs  reading  of  the  in- 
dictment. 

Lord  Justice  Clebk:  I  may  tell  you 
that  I  mean  to  take  it  so. 

Lo^an :  So  we  now  go  to  the  charge  of 
sedition ;  and  here  t^e  sedition  consints  en- 
tirely in  the  use  of  certain  words,  uttered 
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bj  the  rospeotive  apeakerR  at  oertain  public 
meetings,  which  meetings  took  place  un- 
der circumstances  of  much  excitement.  I 
was  much  struck  by  an  observation,  said 
to  have  fallen  from  Banken  at  the  Galton 
Hill  meeting,  to  the  effect  that,  if  he 
could  get  at  what  was  really  meant  by 
sedition,  he  would  be  cautious  to  avoid 
both  the  fact  and  the  penalty  of  the 
crime.  I  do  not  myseli  know  exactly 
what  sedition  is ;  and  I  have  in  vain  ran- 
sacked the  books  of  authority  with  the 
view  of  getting  a  definition  at  once  com- 
prehensive and  sound.  But  if  driven  to 
give  one  for  myself,  I  should  be  inclined 
to  say,  looking  back  no  farther  than  to 
the  vear  1794,  when  the  high  oflSce,  now 
filled  with  so  much  propriety  and  ability 
by  the  presiding  judge,  was  held  bv  a 
roan  too  well  known  as  Justice-Clerk 
Braaeiieldf  that  sedition  was  anything 
which  a  prosecutor  coald  get  a  judge  to 
find  relevant  in  point  of  averment,  and  a 
jury  to  find  proved  in  point  of  fact.  Nor 
are  things  made  much  better  whcm  one 
refers  for  information  to  the  author  of 
highest  authori^  among  us— I  mean  Mr. 
Baron  Hume.  Thus,  tmit  learned  writer 
8ays(a) — 

"Under  this  description  would  fedl  a  work, 
such  as  has  been  reserved  for  the  wickedness 
of  the  present  t^  to  produce,  which  should 
teach  that  all  monarchy  and  hereditary  rank, 
or  all  clerical  dignities  and  establishments  of 
religion,  are  an  abuse,  an  usurpation,  contrary 
to  reason  and  justice,  and  unfit  to  be  any  longer 
suffered." 

If  this  be  soimd,  why  then  every  Bepub- 
lican,  every  voluntary  Churchman,  and 
almost  any  ordinary  Presbyterian,  is  a 
rank  seditionist  or  abettor  of  sedition. 
Again,  Mr.  Hume  pronounces  a  like  con- 
demnation on  any  work  which  should 
argue,  among  other  things, 
'*  that  the  Commons  " 

(mark  you,  this  was  written  whilst  as  yet 
the  Reform  Bill  was  not) 
"  are  a  mere  nominal  and  pretended  representa- 
tive of  the  people,  and  entitled  to  no  manner  of 
regard"; 

and  so  there  goes  into  the  same  category 
of  sedition-mongers  the  whole  set  of  par- 
liamentary reformers,  moderate  and  ex- 
treme, Chartist  as  well  as  Whig.  A  little 
further  on  he  says — 

**  The  like  judgment  must  be  given  of  him  who 
shall  devise  a  new  form  of  league  or  association 
for  the  people,  whereby  to  constrain  and  over- 
awe the  legislature  into  compliance,  on  any  point 
that  b  popular  at  the  time  " ; 

and  so  there  goes  the  firm  of  Cohden, 
Bright,  and  Company,  and  the  whole  rout 
and  herd  of  Com -Law  abolitionists.     Last 


(a)  Hume,  vol.  1,  p.  558. 
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of  all,  we  have  the  learned  author  laying 
down — 

*'  that  any  person  would  incur  the  pains  of 
sedition,  if  by  writing  or  printing  he  should 
inveigh  against  the  statutes  respecting  the 
patronage  of  church-livings,  as  beyond  the 
powers  of  Parliament,  and  contrary  to  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  should  suggest  a  plan 
to  them  for  taking  the  election  of  clergy  into 
their  own  hands  without  regard  to  those  enact 
ments." 

And  so  there  go  too  the  reverend  and 
learned  authors  of  the  Veto  Act,  with, 
for  aught  I  see  to  the  contrary,  the  entire 
Free  Church,  which  in  the  fulness  of 
time  was  the  off*spring  of  that  measure. 

Ton  thus  see,  gentlemen,  how  dange- 
rous a  thing  it  is  bo  have  brought  against 
yon  a  charge  of  sedition.  But,  passing 
that  bv,  let  us  see  what  it  is  that  my 
learned  friend  has  alleged,  by  way  of 
proving  that  the  two  persons  for  whom  I 
appear  have  been  guilty  of  committing 
that  crime. 

Here  I  am  much  at  my  ease  in  regard  to 
the  case  of  Orant.  Just  see  what  it  is 
that  is  alleged  against  him.  Ton  will 
find  it  at  the  bottom  of  the  fourth  page  of 
the  indictment — 

"  And  you,  the  said  John  Orant,  did,  then  and 
there,  as  a  chairman  of  the  said  meeting,  sanc- 
tion the  said  resolution,  and  did  put  the  same  to 
the  meeting,  and  did  declare  it  to  he  passed  or 
adopted." 

Thus  you  see  one  of  the  seditious  acts 
char^i^ed  against  him  is  that  he  put  a 
certam  resolution  to  the  meeting,  and 
declared  it  to    be    passed.     Now,   it  is 

S roved  by  the  witnesses  Bom  ere  and 
lothian,  that  the  resolution  was  not  put  at 
all,  as  also  that  the  chairman  did  not  de- 
clare the  resolution  to  be  carried.  They 
told  you,  indeed,  that  it  was  carried  by 
acclamation  ;  but  that  is  something  differ- 
ent from  what  is  stated  as  the  case  against 
this  panel.  He  is  charged  with  having 
formally  put  a  seditious  resolution  to  the 
meeting,  and  with  having  declared  that 
the  meeting  adopted  the  resolution  so  put. 
Now,  it  is  proved  that  neither  charge  is 
well  foundea.  The  indictment  thea  goes 
on  to  say — 

*'  And  you  did,  as  chairman  aforesaid,  hear, 
permit,  and  sanction  the  seditious  speeches 
above  libelled  of  Ae  said  Henry  Kanken  and 
Robert  Hamilton ;  and  you  did  not  call  them  to 
order,  or  stop  or  attempt  to  stop  them,  or  ex- 
press any  dissent  from,  or  disapprobation  of, 
the  said  speeches." 

Gentlemen,  there  is  nothinff  like  candour. 
I  at  once  admit  that  Grant  did  not  call  the 
speakers  to  order  or  stop  them  from  speak- 
ing, or  express  any  dissent  from,  or  disap- 
probation of,  what  they  said.  I  fully  admit 
that  all  this  is  well  founded  in  the  facts. 
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and  the  walchfnl  gnardians  of  t  pablic 
tranquillity  and  order.  Tet,  4t  that  meet- 
ing, things  were  said  and  done,  or  were 
permitted  to  bo  said  and  done,  which  well 
deserve  to  be  remembered  now  ;  things  of 
which  it  may  be  safely  said  that,  had  the 
honourable  baronet  who  presided  been 
then  tested  as  John  Oranty  journeyman 
printer,  is  tested  now,  they  would  have 
laid  a  broader  bottom  for  a  prosecution  on 
a  charge  of  sedition,  than  all  that  has  been 
said  on  Bruntsfield  Links  or  the  Calton  Hill 
by  all  the  Chartists  of  Edinburgh.  What 
think  yon,  for  example,  of  the  numberless 
banners,  with  their  dreadfully  significant 
mottoes,  of  the  corporation  of  the  bakers, 
with  its  black  flag,  draped  with  crape 
having  for  device  a  skull  and  cross  bones, 
and  bearine  the  ominous  motto,  **  Death 
or  Liberty^'?  What  think  you  of  the 
twin  banners  of  two  other  fraternities, 
showing  the  same  grisly  emblems,  and 
the  yet  more  ominous  words,  **  This  before 
we  yield  **  P  What  shall  we  say  of  such 
insignia  as  these,  "We  shall  have  Re- 
form, or  pay  no  Taxes,"  **  The  Bights  of 
the  People,  or  a  Refusal  of  the  Supplies  "  P 
What  shall  we  b&j  of  all  those  things,  and 
many  more,  passing  before  the  eyes  of  the 
honourable  and  right  honourable  gentle- 
men who  crowded  the  hustings,  not  one  of 
whom — I  speak  the  language  of  this  in- 
dictment-—called,  or  attempted  to  call, 
the  bearers  of  those  banners  to  order,  and 
not  one  of  whom  stopped,  or  attempted  to 
stop,  the  excited  speakers,  or  even  to  ex- 
press dissent  from,  or  disapprobation  of, 
the  most  extreme  sentiments  uttered  by 
the  most  honest  or  least  wise  of  their 
number  P  What  shall  we  think  of  all  this, 
and  what  is  the  lesson  we  ought  to  draw  P 
Merely  this  :  that,  on  a  wise  consideration 
on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of  that  day, 
allowances  were  made  for  men  who  spoke 
under  the  influence  of  strong  emotions, 
and  who,  meaning  no  harm  to  the  consti- 
tution and  laws  under  which  they  then 
lived,  conceived  themselves  entitled  to 
express  strongly  what  they  felt  warranted 
in  strongly  feeling. 

lHamiUon*8  case  difiers  unfavourably 
from  Grant* 8  in  some  ways  as  to  Uie 
charge  of  sedition ;  but  it  is  only  shown 
that  at  Brunts  field  Links  and  on  Oalton 
Hill  he  made  use  of  certain  oxtremely 
rash  and  foolish  words,  which  he  does  not 
now  dream  of  justifying.  As  to  the  meet- 
ing at  Calton  Hill  there  is  no  evidence 
but  that  of  policemen,  who  did  not  take 
notes  at  the  time,  and  are  proved  to  have 
confused  what  was  said  in  their  reports 
afterwards.] 

But,  apart  from  all  mere  criticism  upon 
the  sort  of  evidence  thus  relied  on,  there 
remains,  behind  the  fact  of  certain  language 
having  been  used,  the  all-importaui  in- 


But  I  pray  you  to  be  just — I  do  not  ask  you 
to  be  generous,  I  say  to  you  only  be  just — 
and  in  order  to  bo  so,  pray  consider  and 
test  the  circumstances  under  which  Grant, 
as  chairman  of  that  meeting,  was  placed. 
See,  firet  of  all,  what  the  feelings  are  with 
which  he  goes  to  the  meeting,  and  what 
are  the  sentiments  which  he  expresses  at 
it.  My  learned  friend  Mr.  Craufurd 
himself  admits  that  GranVs  own  speech 
there  was  not  seditious.  He  may  think, 
and  you  may  think,  and  so  may  I,  that  he 
expressed  himself  in  strong,  and  even  in 
inconsiderate  and  intolerant  language; 
but  this  I  venture  to  sav,  that  for  a  man 
called  on  to  preside  under  circumstances 
which  the  Chartists  of  Edinburgh  reckoned 
circumstances  of  peculiar  moment  and  of 
no  ordinary  provocation,  over  a  meeting 
of  five  or  six  thousand  persons,  his  expres- 
sions, he  being  himself  a  Chartist,  are 
remarkably  sober,  moderate,  reasonable, 
and  even  constitutional.  I  need  not  go 
over  at  large  a  speech  which  you  have  al- 
ready heard,  and  which  you  will  probably 
hear  again;  it  is  enough  I  remind  you 
that,  in  explaining  the  object  of  the  meet- 
ing, he  announced  in  the  clearest  terms 
that  they  were  not  there  to  encourage 
resistance  to  lawful  authority,  and  that 
their  determination  then  was,  and  ever 
had  been,  not  to  go  on  the  physical  force 
line.  These  are  the  proved  sentiments  of 
Grant  himself.  Be  just — I  do  not  ask  you 
to  be  generous ;  but  again,  I  say,  be  just. 

In  further  considering  the  conduct  and 
position  of  Grant  on  the  occasion  of  this 
meeting,  I  would,  like  my  friend  Mr. 
Moncreiff,  for  a  moment  recur  to  another 
and  earlier  meeting,  which  took  place  in 
the  King^s  Park  in  May  1832.  Gentlemen, 
you  may  possibly  remember  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  held.  A  crisis 
had  occurred  in  the  history  of  a  certain 

Sarty  or  faction — an  important  crisis,  no 
oubt,  in  its  own  eyes— yet  not  more  im- 
portant than  was  the  crisis  which,  seen 
through  a,  like  medium,  had  occurred 
in  the  history  of  the  party  or  faction 
styling  itself  Chartist,  when  in  July  last 
Lord  John  Bi^sell  was  thought  to  have 
declared  against  all  further  or  progressive 
reform.  But  no  prosecutions  followed  the 
meeting  of  May  1832.  Nay,  there  were 
individuals  present  and  active  at  that 
meeting,  who  are  now  eminent  in  station 
and  dignified  in  authority — persons  re- 
spected and  trusted  by  the  country  at 
large,  and  whose  talents  and  wisdom  now 
grace  and  elevate  the  judicial  bench. 
There  were  also  present  at  that  meeting — 
some  of  them  lending  to  it  the  weight  of 
their  eloquence,  others  merely  adding  the 
weight  of  their  presence — persons  who, 
as  public  prosecutors,  are  now  the  seasons 
asserters  of  the  interests  of  the  Sovereign, 
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qniry,  with  what  irUentian  was  it  spoken  ? 
Lan^age  in  itself,  as  a  matter  or  mere 
words,  is  a  thing  indifferent ;  everything 
depends  on  the  spirit  and  the  pnrpose 
with  and  for  which  it  has  been  employed. 
Single  sentences,  therefore,  still  less 
isolated  words  and  phrases,  oaght  not  to 
be  singled  ont,  and  used  to  determine  the 
character  of  an  entire  speech.  Take 
Hamilton* $  oration,  therefore,  as  a  whole. 
It  may  be  that  the  pannel,  obvionsly  an 
extremely  excitable  and  not  over-wise 
person,  may  in  a  sort  of  convnlsion  have 
exclaimed  at  the  close  of  his  harangae, 
*'  for  God's  sake  get  arms  !  get  gnns  and 
bayonets !  "  Bat,  if  the  whole  scope  and 
strain  of  what  he  had  previously  said  is 
free  from  any  the  least  taint  of  seditious 
violence,  I  ask  you  to  combine  mercy 
with  justice  by  admitting  the  charitable 
and  not  unfair  inference  that  such  words 
were  the  offspring  of  sudden  heat  and  of 
the  moment,  rather  than  of  cool  premedi- 
tation and  formed  design — that  they  were 
the  foolish  and  not  malignant  words  of  a 
very  young  man,  who  could  not  at  that 
moment,  and  under  the  impulse  of  the 
moment,  command  his  tongue,  any  more 
than  now,  and  on  de]il)eration,  he  can 
command  his  regret  at  the  folly  into  which 
he  thus  Buffered  himself  to  be  hurried. 

Gentlemen,  I  now  conclude;  and  yet  I 
cannot  sit  down  without  communicating 
to  YOU  at  least  a  portion  of  what  I  myself 
believe  and  feel  in  regard  to  the  men  at 
the  bar.  It  has  been  said  by  one  who 
has  himself  both  thought  and  acted  much, 
who  is  at  once  a  practised  statesman  and 
a  philosophic  thinker — it  has  been  said  by 
Lamartine  that  *'  nothing  is  so  fatal  to  a 
prejudice  as  to  come  to  know  the  object 
against  which  it  has  been  entertained." 
It  has  here  been  so  with  me.  Lately,  and  as 
matter  of  mere  professional  duty,  I  have 
seen  a  good  deal  of  the  men  in  whose 
behalf  I  now  address  you ;  and  were  it 
allowable  so  to  communicate  with  you,  I 
would  tell  you  how  impressed  I  have  been 
with  the  conviction  that  to  be  cliEurged 
with  crime  is  not  necessarily  to  be  un- 
worthy of  regard.  I  would  tell  you  how, 
under  a  plain  and  rude,  and  it  may  be 
repulsive  exterior,  there  lies  much  tnat  is 
estimable,  and  tender,  and  good.  But  I 
forbear.  I  am  conscious  that  it  is  not  for 
me  to  attempt  thus  to  transfer  to  your 
minds  the  sentiments  which  warm  and 
animate  my  own.  This,  however,  I  may 
saj".  I  congratulate  you  on  the  circum- 
stances, in  reference  to  the  state  of  public 
affairs,  under  which  you  are  called  upon 
to  deliberate  upon  your  verdict.  On 
every  account  it  is  matter  of  congratula- 
tion that,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
unknown  designs  of  these  men  and  their 
aesooiates,  no  collision,  such  as  has  been 


witnessed  in  other  portions  of  the  king- 
dom, has  occurred  in  this  country.  No 
life  has  been  lost ;  no  blood  has  been  shed ; 
scarcely  even  has  there  been  a  breach  of 
the  public  peace — none,  certainly,  which 
the  means  ordinarily  used  for  its  protec- 
tion have  not  been  able  at  once  to  put 
down.  Elsewhere,  where  such  examples 
were  required,  the  majesty  of  the  law, 
the  peace  of  society,  and  the  cause  of 
social  order  have  been  amply  vindicated. 
But  what  in  other  places  was  necessary  is 
not  needed  here.  I  implore  you,  there- 
fore, to  pause  before  you  return  an  adverse 
verdict,  lest,  by  creating  the  belief  that 
unnecessary  punishment  has  been  in- 
flicted, it  should  become  the  means  of 
elevating  into  the  rank  of  political  martyrs 
those  whom  you  merely  designed  to  brand 
as  political  felons. 

The  Lord  Justice-Clekk,  in  proceeding 
to  charge(a)  the  jury,  said:  There  are 
three  remarks  which  in  the  outset  I  feel 
bound  to  make.  It  has  been  urged  by 
the  Crown,  and  not  the  less  strongly  from 
the  intention  having  been  disclaimed, 
that  it  is  of  great  importance  from  the 
character  of  the  times  to  put  down  the 
doctrine  that,  under  any  circumstances, 
any  body  of  men,  for  the  attainment 
of  any  political  object,  are  entitled  to 
use  violence.  Whatever  may  be  the 
importance  at  any  particular  juncture 
of  repressing  such  a  doctrine,  it  must 
be  remembered  that  such  a  considera- 
tion cannot  weigh  in  determining  as 
to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  panncls. 
Though  the  consequence  of  a  verdict  of 
not  guilty  might  be  fearful,  from  a  misap- 
prehension of  the  grounds  en  which  that 
verdict  proceeded,  yet  if  you  cannot,  from 
the  evidence  laid  before  you,  find  the 
pannels  guilty,  you  are  bound  to  declare 
them  innocent.  The  second  remark  ap- 
plies to  an  argument  yet  more  illegiti- 
mate, and  very  mischievous,  which  was 
pressed  on  the  part  of  the  pannels,  that 
you  should  hesitate  to  deliver  a  verdict  of 
guilty,  although  such  might  be  your  con- 
viction on  your  oaths,  from  the  notion 
that  such  a  verdict  would  create  discon- 
tent in  some  portion  of  the  community, 
or,  that  it  might  have  the  effect  of  elevat- 
ing the  accused  into  the  importance  of 
political  martyrs.  If  the  crimes  should 
be  proved  to  your  satisfaction,  you  will  be 
violating  your  oaths  if  you  fail  to  give  a 
-conscientious  verdict,  because  you  antici- 
pate inexpedient  results.    The  jury  must, 

(a)  it  is  stated  in  the  printed  report  that  no 
complete  and  accurate  report  of  the  charge  had 
beeu  preserved.  The  above  is  taken  from  the 
report  in  J.  Shaw,  Justiciary  Reports,  p.  67. 
Lord  Cockhum  states  that  the  Lord  Justice- 
Clerk  declined  to  revise  the  full  report. 
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from  the  facts  laid  before  tbem,  say 
whether  the  pannele  are  guilty.  And  I  may 
add  that  I  never  knew  a  verdict  returned 
after  conscieniious  deliberation  that  did 
not  carry  its  due  weight.  Neither  have 
I  found,  when  the  prosecution  is  just, 
that  a  verdict  of  guilty  was  attended  with 
the  results  pointed  to  by  one  of  the  coun- 
sel. It  was  urged  upon  you  that  great 
allowance  was  to  be  made  for  the  feelings 
of  men  who,  unable  to  raise  themselves 
above  the  burdens  and  privations  of  daily 
toil,  could  not  submit  to  the  sight  of 
greater  means  being  in  the  possession  ofthe 
upper  classes,  whom  they  might  think  not 
more  worthy  than  themselves,  and  that 
great  indulgence  on  that  score  was  to  be 
made  for  any  violence  of  language  which 
may  be  proved  against  the  pannels.  Now, 
while  I  quite  concur  in  the  feeling  that 
great  latitude  may  be  taken  in  the  free 
discussion  of  public  events  and  of  political 
changes,  yet  I  know  no  more  mischievous 
doctrme  than  to  claim  toleration  for  vio- 
lence as  to  the  differences  in  the  social 
conditions  of  mankind.  Such  violence  is, 
in  truth,  the  outbreak  of  the  evil  heart  of 
man,  rebelling  against  the  decrees  of 
Providence  as  to  the  lot  and  situation  in 
life,  which  lead  him,  instead  of  bearing 
such  dispensations  with  Christian  resigna- 
tion, to  attempt  to  involve  all  society  in 
confusion  and  misery,  in  the  vain  hope 
that  he  may  benefit  by  the  spoil  of  others, 
whom,  from  such  selfish  feelings,  he  is 
ready  to  plunge  into  distress.  This  is  the 
plain  truth  as  to  all  such  topics  as  I  was 
sorry  to  hear  descanted  upon  by  one  of  the 
counsel.  But  really  such  declamation 
was  quite  beside  the  present  case.  We 
have  fortunately  no  evidence  that  the 
pannel,  for  whom  such  mischievous  views 
were  urged,  had  been  actuated  by  any 
such  dangerous  and  wicked  and  unchris- 
tian feelings.  All  that  is  alleged  against 
him,  or  can  be  collected  from  the  case  as 
insisted  on  by  the  Crown,  is  simply  sedi- 
tious language  and  proceedings,  in  the 
course  of  advocating  and  attempting  ordi- 
nary seditions  objects,  tending  to  create 
insurrection.  I  am  one  very  ready  to 
make  the  utmost  allowance  for  the 
language  used  by  men  at  political  meet- 
ings, who  know  very  little,  from  their 
previous  pursuits,  of  the  import  of  what 
they  are  uttering,  and  have  no  definite 
objects  in  view.  But,  while  great  free- 
dom may  be  claimed  in  such  a  case,  that 
is  a  very  different  thing  indeed  from  the 
attempt  to  justify,  or  palliate,  or  excuse 
violence  of  language  and  incendiary  de- 
clamation, because,  forsooth,  those  who, 
by  the  decrees  of  Providence,  must  labour 
for  their  bread,  cannot  submit  to  the  in- 
equalities of  human  society,  and  cannot 
refrain  from  incitements  to  general  con- 


fusion, in  the  hope  of  bettering  their  own 
condition.  The  latter  feeling  is,  I  again 
say,  the  rebellion  of  the  evil  heart  of  man 
against  the  dispensations  of  Providence, 
and  is  the  very  wickedness  which  the 
spirit  of  evil  excites  as  the  most  prolific 
source  of  fearful  crime.  Fortunately  we 
have  no  such  case  here.  Nor  can  I  be- 
lieve that  the  case  of  the  pannel,  if  he  is 
found  by  you  to  be  guilty,  will  be  viewed 
by  his  own  class  (for  I  have  a  better 
opinion  of  their  religious  and  moral  feel- 
ings) as  an  instance  of  a  man  unjustly 
punished  for  trying  to  better  his  own  con- 
dition and  that  of  his  associates.  The 
lower  orders  in  this  country  know  well 
that  anarchy  and  general  confusion  and 
disorder  would  only  add  to  their  priva- 
tions. I  have  adverted  to  these  topics 
because  I  think  they  ought  to  be  banished 
altogether  from  courts  of  justice. 

The  third  remark  I  have  to  make  is, 
that  in  judging  of  such  offences  as  these, 
while  it  is  on  the  one  hand  true  that  the 
extravagance,  the  folly,  and  the  absurdity 
of  the  language  used,  may  be  of  great  im- 
portance in  enabling  you  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  whether  the  speeches  were 
used  with  sach  a  deliberate  purpose,  a 
seditious  purpose,  as  is  imputed  -in  the 
indictment ;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
dangerous  to  hold  that  because  they  are 
silly,  they  may  not  also  be  mischievous. 
It  would  be  hazardous,  if  you  should  think 
the  panel  guilty  of  forming  the  National 
Guard,  yet  because  you  think  the  project 
extravagant,  that  therefore  it  is  to  be 
treated  only  as  folly,  and  a  verdict  of 
acquittal  returned  on  that  ground.  Such 
a  course  is  not  reconcilable  with  law,  or 
with  the  experience  of  man  as  to  the 
results  which  may  follow  from  many  ex- 
travagant and  very  silly  proceedings. 

[The  learned  judge  proceeded  to  observe 
that,  whatever  difficulties  might  have  been 
expected  to  arise  in  point  of  law,  he  was 
happy  to  say  that  none  really  existed  in 
the  case  before  the  Court.  The  whole 
question  was,  were  the  charges  made 
against  the  pannels  proved  P  If  they  were, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  they  amounted  to 
the  crimes  of  conspiracy  and  sedition,  sub- 
ject to  the  determination  of  the  Court 
upon  the  construction  of  the  charge  of 
conspiracy,  as  to  whether  it  was  in  fact 
anything  else  than  sedition.  He  then 
referred  in  detail  to  the  evidence.] 

The  jury,  after  deliberating  for  half-an- 
hour,  returned  the  following  verdict : — 

The  jury  unanimously  find  the  charge 
of  conspiracy  against  the  three  pannels,  as 
libelled,  not  proven. 

The  jury  also  unanimously  find  John 
Grant  not  guilty  of  sedition,  as  libelled. 

The  jary^  further  unanimously  find 
Uohmi  Hamilton  guilty  of  using  language 
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calculated  to  excite  popular   disaffection 
and  resistance  to  lawful  authority. 

And,  by  a  majority  of  one,  6nd  Henry 
Banken  gailty  of  similar  language. 

LoBD  Justice- Glbrk  :  Genilemen,  be 
good  enough  to  observe,  in  regard  to 
that  part  of  the  veniict  which  contains 
the  specialty  finding  Hamilionfiud  Eariken 
guilty  of  using  language  calculated  to 
excite  popular  diatfoction  fA  I  resistance 
to  lawixil  authority,  that  ihia  is  the  de- 
BOriptioii  of  sedition  libelled.  2fow,  to 
make  your  verdict  correct,  you  should 
determine  whether  they  are  gpiilty,  or  not 
gailty,  of  sedition,  to  any  extent  you 
please.  You  may  say,  for  example,  that 
they  are  guilty  of  siddition,  in  so  far  as 
they  used  language  calculated  to  excite 
popular  disaffection  and  resistance  to  law- 
ful authority. 

The  Ohanedlor  of  the  Jury:  That  is 
what  we  mean,  my  lord. 

Load  Justics-Glebr  :  In  using  the  word 
"  calculated,"  do  you  mean  to  leave  out 
the  word  "intended,"  or  does  your  ver- 
dict mean  to  embrace  both  P 

The  Chancellor :  We  meant  purposely  to 
leave  oat  the  word  "intended." 

Tl^e  verdict  was  then  recorded  as  follows: 

**The  jury  unanimously  find  the  charge  of 
conspiracy  Not  Froveu ;  unanimously  find  the 
paonel  John  Grant  Not  Guilty  of  sedition ; 
unanimously  find  the  pannel  Robert  Hamilton 
guilty  of  sedition,  in  co  far  as  that  he  used  lan- 
guage calculated  to  excite  popular  disaffection 
and  resistance  to  lawful  authority;  and,  by  a 
majority  of  one,  find  the  pannel  Henry  Hanken 
also  guilty  of  sedition,  in  so  far  as  that  he  used 
Janguaee  calculated  to  excite  popular  disaffection 
and  resistance  to  lawful  authority." 

Logan  objected  that  this  verdict,  as 
returned,  was  insuflficient  to  support  a 
sentence.  In  respect  of  ^hich  objection, 
the  Court  continued  the  diet  until  the 
18th  of  November. 

November  18th.  1848. 
Present :    The     Lobd     Justice- Clerk, 
Lords  Mackenzie,  MoHCREifF,    Medwtn, 
CocKBtJ&K,  and  Wood. 

The  pannels,  Banken  and  HamiiUon, 
having  been  placed  at  the  Bar,  the  Lord- 
AdvoMtte  moved  for  sentence  against  them 
in  the  usual  form. 

Logan  objected  that  the  verdict  was  in- 
BuflScient  to  support  a  sentence. (a)  In 
page  6  of  the  indictment  there  was  an 
allegation    of   intention  which   overrode 

(a)  Lord  Cockbum  gives  the  following 
account  of  the  argument  (Trials  for  Sedition, 
vol.  2,  p.  239):  — 

The  argument  in  support  of  the  objection 
came,  in  substance,  to  this: — That  the  verdict 
was  uucertain,  or  was  defective  as  a  ground  for 
puD:sI:ment ;  that  every  Scotch  indictment,  with- 


the  whole  charge.  The  verdict  was 
defective  in  respect  that  the  terms  used 
by  the  juxnr  did  not  amount  to  sedition, 
and  were  defective  in  an  essential  quality 
of  the  crime.  Intention  was  undoubtedly 
necessary  to  constitute  sedition.  It  was 
also  necehSary  to  chaige  it  in  the  in- 
dictment; and  when  the  jury  negaived 
intention,  ihe  verdict  was  not  lor  tlie  pro- 
secutor, but  for  the  pnnnel.  It  whs  clear 
that  malue  animus  was  of  the  essence  of 
8 'dition,  and  in  pactice  had  always 
been  so  considered.  If  the  pannels  were 
tried  for  using  reckl<>ds  language,  that 
was  no  crime  ver  ee ;  if  the  indict- 
ment had  libellea  calculated,  but  not  in- 
tended, that  would  not  have  amotinted  to 
sedition.  Here  the  verdict  negatived  the 
terms  of  the  indictment.  Hume,  vol.  1, 
p.  544,  says — 

**  Intention  is  necessary  to  constitute  the  crime 
of  sedition.  The  offence  reaches  all  the  prac- 
tices, &c.,  which  are  suited  and  intended  to 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  State." 

out  any  one  exception,  has  set  forth  either 
general  wickedness  and  feloniousness  of  mind 
as  the  foundation  of  the  charge,  or  some  par- 
ticular evil  intention ;  that  the  present  indict- 
ment charges  both,  for  it  first  asserts  that  all 
the  acts  were  done  "  wickedly  and  feloniously," 
and  then  specifies  the  particular  sort  of  wicked- 
ness to  have  consisted  in  a  design  to  produce 
the  very  mischief  for  which  the  seditious  acts 
are  said  to  have  been  both  **  intended  and  calcu' 
lated " ;  that  evil  intention  was  thus  made  au 
essential  part  of  the  crime ;  or  if  this  be  sup<^ 
posed  to  limit  the  prosecutor  too  strictly,  the 
indictment  made  it  indispensable  that  he  should 
at  least  establish  some  sort  of  wickedness  or 
feloniousness,  especially  as  there  can  be    no 
crime  without   some  guilt  in  the  mind  of  the 
criminal ;  that,  nevertheless,  the  verdict,  especi- 
ally when  combined  with  the  explanation  which 
must  be  taken  as  a  part  of  it,  did  not  merely 
not  convict  of  any  criminality  of  mind,  but  vir- 
tually acquitted  of  it  j  for  it  did  not  find  the 
prisoners  guilty,  nor  guilty  as  librlled,  nor  guilty 
of  seditit)n  simply,  hut  only  "guilty  of  sedition 
in  so  far  as  that  he  used  language  calculated  to 
excite  popular  disafiection,"  &c. ;  that  fn»ra  this 
finding  all  evil  intention  was  confessedly  ex- 
cluded, and  no  other  kind  or  degree  of  guiltiness 
was  found ;  that  thus  the  recorded  verdict,  ad- 
justed after  the  Court  had  interfered  to  get  it 
set  right,  remains   exactly  as  it  stood  when 
originally  given  in  by  the  jury, — "  Guilty  of 
using  language  calculated,"  &o. ;  that  the  sedi- 
tion of  which  the  prisoners  were  thus  found 
guilty  was  described  and  limited  in  the  verdict, 
as  consisting  of  the  bare  fact  of  the  use  of 
language  of  a  mischievous  tendency,  abstracted 
^m  all  mental  guilt, — as  it  might  have  been 
used  by  a  lunatic,  and  was  actually  u^ed  hy  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court  when  he  read  the  indict- 
ment ;  that  we  must  not  be  misled  by  the  de- 
tached words  guilty  of  sedition,  but  must  take 
thcFC  words  with  their  limitation,  and  this  limi- 
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the  pannels  were  found  guilty  of  carrying 
away,  but  no  peutence  followed.(a)  Again, 
in  fire-raising,  it  was  held  to  be  no  verdict 
nnlesB,  bv  necessary  implicatipn,  it  ap- 
peared tbat  the  fire  was  applied  with 
felonious  purpose, 

LoBD  Justice-Cleak  :  That  crime  bears 
the  wilfal  nature  in  the  major. 

Logan :  Here  the  major  sets  forth  that 
words  were  used  calculated  and  intended . 
to  produce  a  certain  effect  (the  iury  have  ■ 
found  they  were  not  intended).  Take  . 
deforcement,  and  suppose  the  crime  being . 
set  forth  by  notnen  juris  only,  the  jury 
find  guilty  of  deforcement,  but  not  proven, 
that  the  P&rty  on  whom  it  was  committed 
was  an  officer  of  the  law. 
Lord  Justice-Clebk:  There  is  no  analogy. 
Loaan:  In  hamesucken,  suppose  it 
found  that  the  party  did  not  enter  the 
house  with  the  purpose  of  committing  the 
assault.  The  case  of  Stein  {Hwne,  vol.  2, 
p.  459)  is  directly  in  point.  The  msgor 
sets  forth  sedition,  and  the  prosecutor  is 
bound  to  set  forth  in  the  minor  facts  rele- 
vant in  law  as  amounting  to  that  crime, 
having  thought  it  necessary,  not  only  to 
set  forth  that  the  words  charged  were 
seditiously  spoken,  but  libelled  and  under- 
taken also  to  prove  the  intention  with 
which  they  were  used.  Had  the  indict- 
ment not  contained  this,  there  would 
have  been  an  objection  to  its  relevancy, 
as  may  be  seen  from  the  coses  and  the 
analogy  quoted.  The  words  "guilty  of 
sedition*'  are  not  in  the  original  ver- 
dict, and  the  second  part  of  it  was  clearly 
intended  to  negative  the  allegation  that  the 
words  were  used  with  the  intention  libelled. 
It  is  not  a  good  answer  that  the  jury  have 
returned  a  verdict  on  which  a  presump- 
tion of  guilt  may  follow.  The  Court  are 
bound  to  deal  with  the  verdict,  and,  as  it 
ptands  in  connection  with  the  charge,  if  it 
does  not  amount  to  the  offence  charged, 
it  is  irrelevant. (5) 

Moncreiff:  Theprimai^  question  is,  what 
did  the  jury  signify  P  Hume,  vol.  2.  p.  467. 
By  purposely  omitting  the  word  intended, 
they  must  have  meant  that  the  language 
was  not  intended  to  produce  the  result.  In- 
tention is  of  the  essence  of  the  crime.  It 
may  not  be  necessary  to  libel  it,  or  to  find 
it  in  terms  in  the  verdict,  as  it  may  be  de- 
duced. But  here  it  is  negatived.  If  the 
pannels  were  tried  for  using  reckless  lan- 
guage, there  is  no  crime  per  $e;  if  the 
indictment  had  libelled  calculated,  but  not 
intended,  that  would  not  have  amounted 
to  sedition.  Here  the  verdict  negatives 
the  terms  of  the  indictment. 

Cravfurd,  on  behalf  of  the  prosecution  : 
In  the  major  the  charge  is  simply  eedi- 


LoHD  Justice-Clekk  :  What  I  wunt  to 
knowis, what  Mr.  JETumemeans by  "  suited  *'? 

Logan:  He  means  fitted.  Suited  and 
calculated  mean  the  same.  In  23  St.  Tr., 
where  the  Scotch  Trials  of  1794  are  re- 
ported, there  are  several  indictments  show- 
ing the  necessity  of  libelling  intention. 

Lord  Justice-Clebk  :  There  are  at  least 
a  dozen  other  indictments  in  that  volume. 

Logan :  Yes,  but  they  all  more  or  less  ex- 
plicitly set  forth  the  necessity  of  intention. 

LoBD  Justice-Clebk  :  Not  as  I  read 
them.  Tou  need  not  refer  to  those  contain  • 
ing  charges  of  convention  and  conspirucy; 
I  allude  to  those  confined  to  sedition. 

Logan :  It  is  clear,  on  the  authority  of 
Hume,  that  malus  animus  is  of  the  essence 
of  sedition.  In  indictments  extending 
over  twenty  years,  wicked  intention  was 
always  charged  in  as  many  words,  or 
necessarily  implied  by  the  way  in  which 
facts  were  set  forth. 

In  analogous  cases,  where  the  verdict 
negatives  the  essence  of  the  crime^  it  is 
not  a  verdict  on  which  sentence  could 
follow,  as  in  theft,  where  the  animus 
furandi  is  negatived.    In  many  old  cases 

tation  makes  it  no  sedition  in  law ;  tbat,  unless 
by  holding  criminality  of  mind  to  be  immaterial, 
no  effect,  if  the  verdict  be  sustained,  is  given 
either  to  the  positive  acquittal  from  all  evil 
iutentioD,  or  to  the  virtual  acquittal  from  all 
other  wickedness ;  and  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
case  is  nearly  the  same  with  that  of  the  Dean 
of  St.  Asaph,  in  which  a  verdict  of  *' publishing 
only  "  was  determined  to  be  defective  (21  St. 
Tr.,  pp.  950,  1044). 

The  answer  to  this  was,  in  substance,  that 
though  an  intention  to  effect  the  particular 
mischief  for  which  the  words  were  calculated  be 
the  usual  state  of  the  fact,  jet  there  was  no 
legal  necessity  for  always  establishing  this 
exact  design  m  all  cases  of  sedition ;  that  any 
malus  aniwufi,  including  under  this  a  criminal 
disregard  of  consequences,  is  sufficient ;  that 
some  mains  animus  is  necessary,  not  in  virtue 
of  the  usage  of  indictments,  in  which  the  impu- 
tation of  evil  intention  has  not  been  usual,  and 
in  ^hich  the  phrases  "wickedly  and  feloni- 
outlj  "  are  mere  Mords  of  style  ;  but  in  virtue 
of  the  legal  principle  which  makes  some  guilti- 
ncAs  of  mind,  positive  or  negative,  essential  in 
the  compoiition  of  any  crime ;  that  though  the 
jury  had  negatived  the  evil  intention  libelled, 
tbat  had  not  negatived  all  mcUvs  animus,  for 
they  had  convicted  the  prisoners  of  sedition ; 
that  the  words  **in  so  far,"  &c.,  were  not  a 
limitation  of  the  nature,  but  only  an  explana- 
tion of  the  extent  of  the  guilt;  and  that  the 
plain  meaning,  and  the  only  correct  coostruc- 
tion  was  tbat,  in  so  far  as  the  prisoners  had 
used  language  calculated  to  excite  popular  dis- 
affection and  resistance  to  lawful  authority,  they 
had  incurred  all  the  guilt,  whatever  it  may  be, 
tbat  is  efseniial  to  the  commission  of  sedition. 

This  answer  was  satisfactory  to  the  whole 
Court  except  to  myself. 


(a)  Hume,  vol.  1,  78- 
(6)  Hume,  vol.  2, 448. 
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iion,  which  requires  no  explanation  either 
in  the  indictment  or  the  verdict.  The 
charge  is,  not  that  words  were  ased, 
calenlated  and  intended  to  produce  a 
certain  effect,  bat  that  they  openly  and 
sedttiooBl^  used  words.  That  charge  im- 
plies a  criminal  intention,  and  would  be 
good  if  the  word  intended  were  altogether 
omitted  from  the  indictment.  A  charge 
in  this  form  excludes  an  innocent  and  un- 
intentional use  of  the  words.  Lord  Mans- 
field, as  quoted  bj  Starkie,(a)  says,  that 
where  the  act  is  in  itself  unlawful,  the 
proof  of  justification  lies  upon  the  de- 
fender, and  faihire  in  law  implies  a 
oriniinal  intent.  The  law  infers  evil  in- 
tention from  the  use  of  unlawful  words. 
Where  the  words  are  unlawful,  unless 
want  of  intention  be  clearly  and  positively 
found,  the  verdict  is  a  conviction.  The 
cases  occurring  at  the  end  of  last  century 
and  beginning  of  this  were  of  two  classes. 
Where  the  prisoners,  though  not  actually 
accused  of  conspiracy,  were  yet  connected 
with  a  convention,  the  intention  to  con- 
spire was  necessarily  set  forth;  where 
there  was  no  conspiracy  the  word  in- 
tended is  not  introduced.  But  the  case 
of  2£*L<vren  and  Baird{h)  is  still  more 
explicit ;  in  particular,  the  opinion  of  the 
Jusiice-Clerk.  Every  crime  in  which  will 
is  involved  implies  such  an  amount  of 
intention  as  to  make  it  criminal. 

The  jury  did  not  discharge  from  the 
offence  the  general  intention  involved  in 
sedition,  but  purposely  remained  silent 
aa  to  such  implied  intention,  in  so  far  as 
it  is  legally  involved  in  the  crime,  They, 
in  general  terms,  found  guilty  of  sedition, 
imd  that  finding  must  have  its  legal  effect. 

Lord-Advocate:  The  point  to  be  made 
out  on  the  other  side  is,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  prosecutor  to  libel  intention 
as  distinct  from  calculation.  The  jury 
find  guilty  of  sedition,  and  then  pro- 
ceed to  say,  in  so  far  as  that  he  used  words 
calculated  to  produce  sedition;  they  ab- 
stain from  saying  anything  on  inten- 
tion. Had  they  refused  to  specify  in- 
tention where  it  was  necessary  to  state  it 
specifically,  it  would  have  been  a  different 
matter.  That  is  not  the  case  here.  They 
have  found  all  the  criminal  intent  neces- 
sary for  them  to  find  when  they  found 
guiltv  of  sedition ;  and  if  they  have  not 
louna  with  respect  to  the  specific  intention, 
neither  have  they  negatived  the  intention. 

Moncreifff  in  reply :  It  is  important  to 
be  cautious,  lest  persons  not  convicted  by 
the  jury  should  be  punished.  The  verdict 
most  be  clear,  and  the  prisoners  have  the 
benefit  of  .any  doubt..  It  is  not  enough 
for  the  prosecutor  to  put  down  words  and 

(d)  2  Starkie  on  Libel,  831. 
(A)  3d  8f.  Tr.  128. 


simply  charge  them  as  seditious.  Izr 
whatever  way  the  intent  is  libel led«  it 
must  be  done  either  inferentially  or 
directly.  Intention  is  not  only  of  the 
essence  of  the  crime,  but  a  fact  to  be 
proved — not  a  separate  intent  apart  from 
the  words ;  but  it  is  as  necessary  to 
prove  the  intent  as  the  words.  If  the  pro- 
secutor undertakes  to  prove  that  the 
words  were  calculated  and  intended  to 
produce  a  particular  result,  and  then  says 
one  means  the  other,  he  contradicts  his 
indictment.  Two  things  are  to  be  proved ; 
both  the  fitness  and  the  intention.  Whe- 
ther intent  is  to  be  inferred  from  words, 
or  from  facts,  it  must  be  proved,  Bex  Vi 
Burdett  (a) ;  M'Laren  and  Baird**  case 
supports  this  proposition.  Wickedly  and 
feloniously  was  there  set  forth,  which  im- 
plied intent.  The  question  comes  to  be, 
have  they  proved  intent.  The  verdict  will 
not  imply  it ;  but  were  the  jury  satisfied  of 
the  intention  P  The  pannels  are  entitled  to 
assume,  that  when  tne  jury  refused  to  find 
intention,  they  found  intention  not  proved. 
The  verdict  is  not  to  be  construed  so  as  to 
leave  the  jury  to  find  on  matters  of  law. 
If  they  find  guilty  of  sedition,  coupled 
with  an  explanation  showing  that  they 
did  not  find  what  in  law  was  sedition,  the 
verdict  is  a  verdict  of  acquittal.  The 
question  is,  what  did  the  jury  mean  by 
sedition  P  They  have  explained  guilty  of 
sedition,  if  speaking  those  words  is  sedi- 
tion, but  not  otherwise.  The  jury  were 
not  satisfied  of  the  criminal  intent ;  they 
have  negatived  it  by  implication,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  show  that  if  they  had 
been  sent  back  they  would  not  have  ac- 
quitted. The  jurymen  may  have  been 
satisfied  that  the  words  were  spoken  with- 
out the  intention  libelled,  and  may  have 
meant  to  say  so ;  and,  if  so,  the  pannels 
are  not  guilty  of  sedition. 

The  Court  being  divided  in  opinion, 
adjourned  the  diet  until  the  25th  of  No- 
vember. 

November  26th,  1848. 

Present:  The  Lobd  Justice- Clerk,  Lords 
Mackenzie,  Moncbeipp,  MEDWiif,  Cock- 
BURK,  and  Wood. 

Their  lordships  then  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing opinions : — 

Lord  Justice- Clerk:  In  every  vie:w  which 
has  been  presented  against  this  verdict, 
there  are,  in  my  opinion,  either  unwar- 
ranted assumptions  in  point  of  fact,  or 
very  grave  misconceptions  in  point  of  law. 

The  jury  stated,  in  answer  to  a  question 
from  myself,  that  they  purposely  left  out 
the  word  **  intended  '*  in  reference  to  the 
averment  at  the  close  of  the  indictment 
descriptive  of  the  character  of  the  language 
used  by  the  p»nnels.   This,  therefore,  was 

(a)  1  St.  Tr.  N.8.  1 ;  4  B.  &  Aid.  95. 
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matter  of  deliberation  before  they  settled 
the  teiins  of  their  verdiot ;  and  the  effect  | 
of  this  in  their  minds  most  also  have  been  t 
well  considered,  because,  against  one  of  the  [ 
pannels,  the  verdict  was  only  returned  by 
a  majority  of  one.     Then,  after  this  reso- 
lution, they  proceed,  as  they  ultimately  ex- 
plained their  verdict,  and  stated  what  was 
their  purpose  throughout,  to  find  the  pannels 

'*  guilty  of  vedition,  in  so  far  as  that  they  used 
language  calculated  to  excite  popular  disaffec- 
tion and  resistance  to  lawful  authority .'* 

This  is  the  result  arrived  at,  then,  after 
their  deliberation  on  the  word  **  intended," 
and  that  such  a  result  should  be  equiva- 
lent to  a  verdict  of  not  guilty,  is  a  con- 
clusion opposed,  in  my  apprehension,  to 
every  sound  legal  principle  and  to   the 

flainest  suggestions  of  common  sense, 
[ad  the  point  not  occurred  on  a  verdict  in 
a  criminal  case,  I  do  not  believe  that  such 
auction  ifould  have  occurred  to  any  mind. 
Indictments  for  sedition,  as  framed  ac- 
cording to  the  law  and  practice  of  Scot- 
land, generally  set  forth  in  the  minor, 
that  the  accused — **  wickedly  and  felo- 
niously used/*  or  **  seditiously  used"  cer- 
tain language,  which  is  there  described  as 
being  of  a  certain  character,  generally 
said  to  be  "  calculated,"  sometimes,  but 
not  so  often,  **  intended  and  calculated,*' 
sometimes  '*  tending  " — sometimes  not  so 
described  at  all,  but  left  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Court  and  jury,  and  merely 
said  to  be  **  seditious." 

Now,  two  remarks  arise  on  this  the 
settled  style  of  the  indictments. 

1  That  the  real  and  proper  averment 
in  the  minor,  of  the  guilt  of  the  pannels, 
is  in  the  allegation  that  they  seditiously 
used  the  language  imputed  to  them. 
This  is  truly  the  proper  aiie^tion  of  guilt ; 
the  appropriate  place  for  it;  the  proper 
form  of  it.  The  description  of  the  cnarac- 
ter  of  the  language  used  is  a  different  alle- 
gation, not,  in  truth,  necessary  at  all, 
and  going,  not  so  much  to  the  general 
guilt,  as  to  a  narticular  quality  attached 
to  the  particular  words  in  addition  to 
their  plain  import,  in  so  far  as  it  is  also 
said,  tnat  the  precise  effects  which  they 
are  calculated  to  produce  were  in  the 
actual  intention  of  the  party  in  the  choice 
of  them.  Now,  this  particular  averment 
may  be  established  in  whole  or  in  part, 
when  it  is  set  forth  in  the  indictment. 
But  the  failure  to  prove  part  of  that  par- 
ticular averment — e.g.  the  failure  to  pi*ove 
that  the  words  were  intended  to  produce 
the  exact  effect  which  it  is  proved  they 
are  calculated  to  produce — does  not  neces- 
sarily, either  in  legal  principle,  or  by  the 
s^le  of  indictments,  or  by  the  reason  of 
the  thing,  negative  the  general  averment, 
that  the  pannci  used  such  language,  not 


innocently,  but  seditiously,  looking  to  the 
place,  the  occasion,  the  numbers  present, 
the  circumstances  of  the  time,  the  wilful 
recklessness  of  all  consequences,  the  vio- 
lation of  his  duty  of  allegiance,  and  the 
general  purpose  of  mischiofwhichthe  aver- 
ment of  '*  seditiously  speaking  "  imports. 

If  the  language  is  not  in  itself  calcu- 
lated to  produce  any  impf^ssion  tending 
to  evil  results  on  the  minds  of  the  audi- 
tors—if the  language  is  indifferent,  or 
bears  a  meaning  apparently  foreign  to  a 
seditious  meaning,  but  was  intended  to 
import  something  different,  and  to  be  so 
unaerstood  and  implied,  then  the  par- 
ticular intent  with  which  the  words  were 
actually  in  that  case  spoken,  and  not  their 
tendency,  comes  to  be  the  averment 
which  must  be  made  out ;  e.g.  if  the 
words  were  **  God  save  the  Queen,"  but 
this  were  meant  and  understood  in  some 
cant  language  of  seditious  orators,  to 
mean,  "  Let  us  depose  the  Queen  ! "  and 
were  spoken  in  truth  as  an  exhortation  to 
that  effect,  it  would  be  necessary  to  aver 
and  prove  the  special  intent  with  which 
such  words  were  spoken;  for  their  ap- 
parent tendency  would  not  produce  any 
evil  result :  and  hence,  in  addition  to 
averring  that  such  words  were  "sedi- 
tiously spoken,"  the  actual  and  special 
meanmg  or  intent  with  which  these  par- 
ticular words  were  spoken,  must  be 
libelled  and  proved,  tio  also,  in  another 
class  of  seaitions,  such  as  was  also 
charged  in  this  indictment — a  conspiracy 
to  effect  a  change  in  the  constitution  by 
force  and  violence,  that  particular  intent 
is,  then,  of  the  essence  of  the  crime,  and 
the  acts,  however  seditious  in  themselves, 
would  not  prove  the  charge,  if  such  waA 
not  made  out  to  be  directly  tl^e  design 
and  purpose  of  the  conspiracy. 

When,  on  the  other  hand,  the  plain  and 
direct  tendency  of  the  words  or  writing 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  jury,  to  produce 
evil  results,  because  so  calculated,  then 
the  particular  intent  in  the  mind  of  the 
speaker  as  to  the  effect  of  these  words, 
provided  he  spoke  or  published  them,  not 
innocently,  but,  looking  to  all  the  circum- 
stances, unlawfully,  comes  to  be  imma- 
terial to  the  offence  of  sedition  and  to  the 
averment  of  guilt  in  the  indictment. 

2.  The  second  remark  I  have  to  make  is, 
that  when  a  verdict  in  Scotland  is  returned, 
finding  pannels  guilty,  it  is  never  of  the 
offence  in  the  abstract  stated  in  the 
major.  It  applies  to  the  facts  in  the 
minor.  Hence,  a  verdict,  guilty  of  sedi- 
tion, in  so  far  as  he  used  language  calcu- 
lated, &c.,  need  not  repeat,  and  such 
verdicts  never  do  repeat,  in  so  far  as  he 
seditiously  used,  &c.  This  is  quite  a  clear 
and  fixed  point.  In  a  case  of  theft,  if  the 
pannel  stole  only  some  of  the  articles,  or 
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did  not  steal  tbem  from  a  lockfast  place 
as  libelled,  or  under  trnst,  as  libelled  as 
agf^yations,  if  the  jury  return  a  verdict 
gniltj  of  theft,  in  so  far  as  that  he  took 
the  watch,  leaving  out  money,  or  took 
them  from  an  open  drawer,  or  in  a  way 
which  escludes  the  trust,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary for  them  to  say  further,  in  so  far  as 
that  he  theftuoa3ly  took  them.  The 
words  guilty  of  theft,  completely  esta- 
blish the  character  of  the  act  of 
taking.  Just  so,  guilty  of  sedition  es- 
tablishes the  character  of  the  act  of  usin^ 
the  language,  else  the  party  could  not 
have  been  found  guilty.  This  is  a  point 
so  thoroughly  fixed,  settled,  and  plain, 
that  although  I  alluded  to  it  in  the  course 
of  Mr.  Cr<iufwrd*8  address,  it  was  not  at- 
tempted to  be  contested  by  Mr.  Moncreijf 
in  reply.  It  is  a  point,  however,  extremely 
important  in  the  consideration  of  this  ver- 
dict, and  of  its  application  to  the  indict- 
ment, and  in  my  apprehension  decisive, 
unless  the  whole  averment  in  this  indict- 
ment is  necessary  to  the  crime  of  sedition. 

In  all  such  questions  the  practice  of  the 
Court— that  is  the  style  and  structure  of 
indictments  in  a  variety  of  cases,  all  of 
which  have  been  under  the  notice  of  the 
Court  and  found  relevant- comes  to  be 
the  law  of  the  Court.  This  proposition 
has  received  the  full  assent  of  the  whole 
Bench  on  many  occasions,  and  especially 
on  one  late  occasion  (Janet  Campbeil, 
Nov.  4,  1846),  when  only  one  judge  dis- 
sented from  a  rule  of  law  on  a  very 
important  matter  so  deduced  from  the 
practice  of  the  Court  as  often  acted  upon. 

Indeed,  in  criminal  law,  I  know  nothing 
truly  more  dangerous,  and  if  any  ques- 
tion as  to  the  privileges  of  the  subject 
can  be  supposed  to  be  involved,  however 
indirectly,  in  this  case,  more  likely,  I 
should  say,  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terest of  ure  subject,  than  loose,  unautho- 
rized, and  hasty  departure  from  settled 
practice,  because  in  one  case  a  pannel  or 
the  prosecutor  may  have^  accidentally  an 
interest  to  try  to  free  himself  from  the 
rules  of  such  practice. 

Attaching,  then,  great  importance  to 
practice,  the  first  question  I  address  my- 
self to  is  this— was  it  necessary  in  an  in- 
dictment for  sedition,  for  the  public 
prosecutor,  who  has  averred  that  the 
words  were  **  seditiously  used,"  to  sot 
forth  that  the  words  were  intended  as 
well  as  calculated  to  produce  the  results 
Ascribed  to  them  P  If  left  out,  is  the  of- 
fence complete— is  the  indictment  charg- 
ing the  offence  equally  good?  And  if, 
when  purposely  left  out  by  the  prose- 
cutor, the  indictment  is  good,  is  it  neces- 
sary that  the  jury  should  find  what  the 
prosecutor  might  thus  competently  leave 
out  us   immaterial  P     It'  the   indictment 


charging  sedition  is  good,  when  it  says 
the  words  "  seditiously  used  "  were  calcu- 
lated to  produce  the  results  involved,  but 
ex  propoeito  leaves  out  the  allegation  that 
they  were  intended,  can  a  verdict  be  bad 
which  finds  guilty  of  sedition,  in  so  far 
as  that  he  used  words  calculated  to  pro- 
duce the  evil  results,  but  omits  pui-posely 
the  further  and  separate  averment  that 
thev  were  used  with  that  particular  intent? 

Distinctly,  and  in  terms,  the  panneJs' 
counsel  did  not  plead  that  an  indictment 
would  be  bad,  unless  it  was  said  that  the 
words  were  intended  to  produce  the  par- 
ticular results  ascribed  to  them.  It  was 
said  the  proposition  was  not  admitted, 
bnt  that  they  would  waive  arguing  the 
point.  But  the  point  is,  in  my  judgment, 
at  the  foundation  of  the  whole  mutter — 
and  no  opinion  can  be  sound  or  satisfac- 
factory  which  is  not  based  on  the  con- 
sideration of  the  rule  and  practice  of  the 
Court  on  that  leading  point. 

Let  us  see  how  the  practice  stands — and 
this  is  the  more  important,  because  in 
nearly  all  the  cases  to  be  referred  to,  the 
paneld  were  aided  by  counsel  of  the 
greatest  eminence  and  talent. 

1.  Perry  and  Eofcer^on,  1793. (a) —Here, 
the  question,  if  doubtful,  arose  even  on 
the  major  pi^oposition,  which  set  forth — 
"  the  wickedly  and  feloniously  printing  any  sedi- 
tious writing  or  pamphlet,  coDtaining  false, 
wicked,  aod  seditious  assertions,  calculated,"  &c., 
and  then  the  publishing  of  any  such. 
Then  the  minor  merely  said  that  they 
printed  and  published,  wickedly  and  fe* 
loniously,  a  **  seditious  "  pamphlet.  The 
counsel  were  Mr.  Wight  and  Mr.  Fletcher 
— both  zealous  constitutional  lawyers. 
But  no  objection  was  stated  to  the  rele- 
vancy, though  remarks  were  made  as  to 
the  object  oi  the  pannels  being  only  to 
make  gain  by  the  sale — a  purpose  per- 
fectly consistent  with  the  seditiously  pub* 
lishing ;  for,  I  believe,  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten,  gain,  celebrity,  collection  of  tri- 
bute, and  so  forth  are  the  real  motives, 
and  that  the  parties  speaking  or  pub- 
lishing the  sedition,  know  that  their 
trade  would  be  destroyed  by  any  actual 
commotion;  and  often  exhort  to  peace 
at  the  very  same  time  they  use  the 
most  inflammatory  and  seditious  lan- 
guage. The  jnry  found  that  the  one  pannel 
printed  and  published — ^the  other  pub- 
lished only — tne  pamphlet  libelled  on. 
This  verdict  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Wight, 
and  afterwards  also  by  Mr.  Henry  Er- 
skine.  The  argument  is  most  instructive. 
Mr.  Wight  contended  that  the  allegation 
that  the  pamphlet  was  seditious,  or  calcu- 
lated to  do  so-and-so,  was  not  affirmed 
by  the  verdict.    In  that   argument,  the 

(a)  S3  St.  Tr.  79. 
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tendency  of  the  writing  is  taken  to  be  the 
pK>int  to  be  established  in  a  case  of  sedi- 
tion. Then  he  argned  the  criminal  pur- 
pose or  illegality  of  the  act,  was  averred 
m  the  indictment,  in  the  words  "  wickedly 
and  feloniously,"  and  that  this,  the  pro- 
per aTerment  of  the  purpose  or  intention, 
was  not  affirmed  hj  the  verdict.  In  that 
debate,  the  illegality  of  the  act  is  pro- 
perly taken  on  l^th  sides  to  be  averred  in 
that  part  of  the  indictment ;  but  it  is  not 
supposed  that  the  particular  intent  which 
might  be  ascribed  to  any  particular 
words,  was  the  essence  of  the  crime.  As 
Mr.  Henry  Enhine  well  sums  up  his 
argument  against  the  verdict,  the  libel 
sayst— 1.  That  the  pannels  printed  and 
published  the  pamphlet.  2.  That  they 
did  this  wickedly  and  feloniously ;  and  3, 
that  the  pamphlet  was  seditious ;  and 
these  facts  must  be  found.  The  judgment 
on  the  verdict  might  also  be  referred  to 
in  support  of  the  view  I  take  of  this  ver- 
dict as  a  verv  important  authority.  But 
I  pass  over  that  as  of  less  direct  applica- 
tion. 

2.  Smith  and  Mennons,  1793.(a)— Major, 
wickedly  and  feloniously  publishing  any 
seditious  writing,  tending  to  create  a 
spirit  of  disaff^tion  and  to  excite 
tumult,  Ac. 

3.  Skirving.ijb) — Major,  sedition ;  Minor, 
Whereas  a  seditious  or  inflammatory 
writing,  calculated  so-and-so,  was  sent  to 
Skirving  to  be  circulated,  be  did  circulate 
the  tame.  This  part  of  the  indictment 
was  distinct  and  apart  from  the  after 
charge  as  to  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Blair ^"who  alone  conducted  that 
prosecution-— thought  it  necessary  to  state 
nis  views  on  the  second  part  of  that  in- 
dictment at  considerable  length — the 
more  so,  as  we  all  know,  because,  from 
his  absence  at  the  other  trials  (an  absence 
not  peculiar  to  them)  a  very  false  report 
had  been  raised  that  he  disapproTea  of 
the  prosecutions ;  but  on  the  nrst  part  of 
the  indictment  he  simply  said  he  held  the 
crime  to  be  completely  and  well  laid  in 
the  libel. 

4.  MorUm^  Ander§on,  and  Craig,{e) — The 
major  sets  forth  only,  "  uttering  seditious 
speeches,  tending  to  create,"  &c. 

I  think  the  minor  comes  to  the  very 
same  thing,  as  no  intent  as  to  the  par- 
ticular words  set  forth  is  annexed  to  them, 
difi'erent  from  the  seditiously  or  wickedly 
uttering  them.  This  was  the  first  case,  I 
believe,  in  point  of  time,  and  an  argument 
was  stated,  though  hardly  amounting  to 
an  objection.  The  judges  gave  their 
opinions  MTtoHm  on  the  indictment.    Lord 

(a)  23  St.  Tr.  83. 
(6)  lb,  391. 
(c)  lb,  7. 


Hendei'land  particularly  gives  his  opinion 
on  the  major  I  have  quoted.  I  think  the 
rule  of  law  is  weU  stated  by  Lord  Jnstioe- 
Clerk  Braafidd^  P<  16,  especially  in  his 
reference  to  the  case  of  blasphemy  aa 
analogous.     He  observed — 

"  that  it  was  no  good  defence  tu  say  that  the 
words  here  spoken  were  mere  verba  jactantia. 
They  were  obviously  of  a  most  wicked  and 
seditions  import;  and  no  plea  of  rashness, 
wantonness,  or  conviviality  could  be  admitted 
as  an  excuse.  His  lordship  illustrated  this  by 
referring  to  the  horrid  crime  of  blasphemy, 
whertj  though  the  word^  uttered  could  be  no* 
thing  else  than  wind,  or  foolish  in  the  extreme, 
still  they  were  impious  and  wicked,  and  might, 
in  certain  circumstances,  be  cognisable  and 
severely  punishable  by  a  criminal  court*' 

5.  IfmV.(a)— The  major  there  described 
the  publications  as  calculated,  as  of  such 
and  such  a  tendency,  as  tending  to  pro- 
duce, &c. 

In  the  minor  a  specific  intention  is  in 
some  cases  distinctly  ascribed  to  the 
pannel — in  others  not — according  to  the 
nature  and  import  of  the  words  and  publi- 
cations. 

A  great  deal  is  said  of  this,  and  some  of 
the  more  noted  cases  at  this  time,  by  per- 
sons who,  I  firmlv  believe,  never  read  the 
indictments,  and  confound  the  acts  and 
publications  with  their  opinion  of  the 
punishment.  I  refer  to  them  as  uncjues- 
tionably  relevant  indictments  for  sedition 
— whether  parties  might  have  concurred 
in  the  verdict  returned  by  such  men  as 
Mr.  Horner  or  not. 

6.  Alw,  Xe«lte.— Major,  sedition;  aa 
also  the  wickedly  and  feloniously  circulat- 
ing any  seditious  publication,  or  any  pub* 
lication  tending  to  vilify,  Ac,  the  esta* 
blished  religion. 

Minor,  averred  the  wickedly  and  fe- 
loniously circulating  seditions  publica- 
tions; also  writings  tending  to  vilify : 
the  seditious  publications  are  also  stated 
in  another  place  as  tending  to  alienate, 
&o.  Then  the  blasphemous  work  is  ogain 
described  as  tending,  &c. 

7.  T,  F,  PaZwwr.(5T-- M%jor,  wickedly  and 
feloniously  writing  any  seditious  or  in- 
flammatory writing,  calculated,  &c,;  also 
wickedly  and  feloniously  publishing  any 
such  sedition. 

Minor,  described  the  writing  as  of  a 
wicked  and  seditious  import.  To  that 
indictment  elaborate  objections  were 
stated,  at  extraordinary  len^h,  by  Mr. 
Hagari;  but  limited  to  this,  viz.,  that  the 
writings  set  forth  were,  even  as  matter  for 
the  Court  in  the  first  instance,  not  cal- 


(a)  28  St  Tr.  U7« 
(6)  23  St  Tr.  287. 
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oalated,  on  sound  construction,  to  produce 
the  affeots  ascribed,  and  were  not  of  the 
import  and  tendency  stated,  but  that  the 
scope  and  burden  (as  Mr.  Hagaft  pat  it) 
were  different.  In  a  very  long,  zealous, 
and  elaborate  argument,  that  is  the  only 
objection  taken. 

Mr.  M*Conochie,  first  Lord  Meadowbank, 
puts  his  answer  on  the  ground  of  tihe  im- 
port of  the  writing. 

The  opinion  of  the  Court  assames  the 
import  to  be  the  matter  for  decision. 
Indeed,  if  special  intention  had  been 
ascribed  to  any  particular  words,  or  had 
been  necessary  in  law,  the  short  answer 
would  have  been, — the  import  of  the  publi- 
cation we  need  not  consider ;  it  is  im- 
material since  the  particular  intention 
with  which  special  words  were  written 
must  be  averred  and  is  to  be  proved,  and 
has  not  been  averred  although  essential. 
No  such  view  occurred  to  anyone.  In 
that  case  the  pannel  was  assisted  also  by 
Mr.  OUrk. 

The  case  went  to  the  iui'y. 

I  am  not  sure  that  there  is  to  be  found 
anywhere,  on  the  whole,  a  better  practical 
exposition  of  the  law  of  sedition  than  in 
Mr.  Clerk* 8  speech  to  the  jury  for  Palmer. 
We  have  it  revised  in  the  State  Triab  by 
himself,  and  it  is  a  beautiful  instance  of 
that  great  power  of  discrimination  and 
masterly  precision  of  language  which  he 
possessed  in  so  eminent  a  degree,  along 
with  the  highest  order  of  legal  talent. 
In  the  whole  of  that  speech  he  admits  that 
the  import  and  tendency  of  the  writing 
is  the  point  in  sedition,  unless  the  party 
has  a  legal  object  in  view. 

After  explainiuff  the  general  right  of 
the  subject  to  discuss  such  important 
objects  as  reform  with  fervour  and  zeal, 
he  says— 

**  He  who  speaks  or  writes  to  raise  discontent 
or  disturbance,  or  to  bring  tbe  Government  into 
hatred  or  contempt,  is  seditious,  and  he  whose 
speeches  or  writings  have  that  tendency  is 
seditions,  unless  in  either  case  the  speaker  or 
writer  has  a  legal  object  in  view." 

Then,  when  he  comes,  after  a  long 
general  argument  as  to  the  latitude  be- 
longing to  the  subjects  of  this  country,  to 
comment  on  the  terms  of  the  publication 
in  question,  his  argument  is,  not  whether 
such  and  such  effects  are  intended,  but 
very  specially  and  particularly  he  says— 

"  Gentlemen,  I  will  not  contend  that  a  writing, 
malicious,  seditious  in  itself,  and  calculated  to 
raise  sedition  among  the  people,  can  be  excused 
by  the  fact  that  no  sedition  was  mised.  In 
general,  it  is  true  in  criminal  cases,  that  inten- 
tion is  not  sufficient  to  criminate,  unless  the 
crime  be  perpetrated.  Bat,  in  cases  of  sedition, 
I  am  disposed  to  admit  that  the  intention  is 
earned  into  effeet,  and  the  crime  is  oonunitted 
by  the  act  of  publishing  the  seditious  writing. 


But,  gentlemen,  what  are  th(^  circumstances 
here?  It  is  not  proved  that  the  purposes  of 
this  society  went  any  farther  than  a  moderate 
and  a  rational  reform.  Tbe  hand-bill  ooiq- 
plained  of  the  very  grievances  which  are  always 
enumerated  by  reformers,  and  it  was  not  either 
intended  or  calculated  to  raise  sedition.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  that  every  publication  against  the' 
measures  of  Grovernment  must  necessarily  raij^e 
discontents  in  the  minds  of  the  people;  for  no 
such  wri'ing  ever  was  published  with  any  other' 
intention  than  to  show  the  people  what  iheir 
true  interest  was,  and  that  it  had  not  been  con-- 
sulted  by  Government.  Discontent  is  unavoid-! 
able  where  public  measures  are  wrong  or  thought  > 
to  be  so.  But  discontent  is  very  different  from- 
sedition.  The  people  may  be  perfectly  quiet 
amidst  the  greatest  discontents.  To  render  a 
writing  seditious,  it  must  be  iotji^nded  or  balcu-. 
lated  to  urge  the  people  to  actual  violence,  and 
how  can  it  be  said  that  the  hand-bill  is  of  that 
description  ?  Where  is  the  incitement  to  illegal 
acts  of  any  sort  ?  " 

In  the  charge  to  the  jury,  Lord  Aher* 
cromhy,  in  a  most  temperate,  lucid,  and 
fair  charge,  puts  the  question  exactly  as 
Mr.  ClerK  put  it — whether  the  writing 
libelled  on  be  of  a  seditious  tendency. 

8.  Stewart  and  Elder. (a) — Major,  wicked- 
ly and  feloniously  writing  and  printing  any  ; 
seditious  libel:    Minor,   described    it  as 
seditious;   also  which   inscriptions  were 
obviously  calculated,  &o. 

9.  Alexander  8cott.{b) — Major,  sedition; 
as  also  wickedly  and  feloniously  circulating 
and  printing  any  writing  of  a  seditious 
import,  and  tending,  calcnlated,  &c. 
Minor,  same. 

Other  cases  of  the  same  sort  might  be 
cited  from  that  period,  but  there  are  others 
of  a  later  date.  It  is  sufficient  to  refer  to 
one,  the  most  noted  in  recent  times. 

10.  McLaren  and  Baird,  1817,(c)  which 
attracted  great  attention.  Major,  sedi- 
tion. Minor,  states  that  they  wickedly  and 
feloniously  delivered  seditious  speeches, 
calculated,  &c. ;  the  same  is  said  of  ihe 
publication. 

These  pannels  were  very  ably  assisted, 
and  I  know  from  my  friend  Mr.  OampheU, 
of  counsel  for  If 'ixtrsn,  that  Mr.  Clerk, 
who  conducted  for  McLaren,  bent  his 
whole  mind  to  the  case,  as  zealously  as  he 
could  have  done  in  younger  life,  and  di- 
rected anxiouslj'  the  statement  which  Mr. 
Campbell  made  on  the  indictment  before 
trial.  Mr.  Campbell  says  the  passages 
will  be  a  matter  for  sound  construction 
for  the  jury.  The  relevancy  was  not 
objected  to.  For  the  other  pannel,  Mr* 
Jeffrey  ended  his  explanatory  statement 
to  the  Court  with  stating,  after  a  short 
explanation,  that  the  object  of  the  publi- 


(a)  88  St.  Tr.  26. 
(6)  lb.  383. 
(c)  38  St.  Tr.  1. 
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tion  is  really,  when  carefally  considered,  an 
allegation  quite  misplacca,  as  well  as  un- 
necessary to  complete  the  fall  averment  of 
guilt.  It*  may  be  trae  that  the  exact 
efiects  which  the  language  is  calculated  to 
produce,  were  also  intended.  Bat  that  is 
nob  the  necessary  or  proper  averment  of 
gailt  in  a  case  of  sedition  in  the  minor. 
The  averment  of  gailt  in  the  minor  is  in 
this,  viz.,  that  the  party  did  seditioosly 
atter  language  calculated,  &o. 

2.  The  second  misapprehension  is  in 
assuming  that  this,  the  proper  averment 
of  guilt,  is  not  affirmed  by  the  verdict 
when  the  jury,  combining,  as  every  verdict 
does,  the  major  and  minor  (with  the  latter 
of  which  the  jury  have  particularly  to  do) 
find  the  pannels  Ruilty  of  sedition,  in  so  far 
as  that  they  used  language  calculated  to 
excite  popular  disaficction  and  resistance 
to  lawful  authority. 

3.  But  the  main  misapprehension  is  in 
regard  to  the  law  of  sedition ;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  a  very  great  and  serious  mis- 
apprehension. 

The  crime  of  sedition  consists  in  wil- 
fully, unlawfully,  mischievously,  and  in 
violation  of  the  party's  allegiance,  and  in 
breach  of  the  peace,  and  to  the  public 
daneer,  uttering  language  calculated  to 
produce  popular  disaffection,  disloyalty, 
resistance  to  lawful  authority,  or,  in  more 
aggravated  cases,  violence  and  insurrec- 
tion. The  party  must  be  made  out  not  to 
be  exendsing  his  right  of  free  discussion 
for  legitimate  objects,  but  to  be  purposely, 
mischievously,  without  regard  to  his  alle- 
giance, and  to  the  public  danger,  scattering 
burning  firebrands,  calculated  to  stimulate 
and  excite  such  effects  as  I  have  mentioned 
— reckless  of  the  consequences.  As  Mr. 
Cleric  said  in  Palmer^s  case — 


cation  was  to  get  money ;  "  that  as  to 
relevancy,  much  will  depend  on  the  in- 
terpretation to  be  given  to  the  words 
libelled  on.'*  And  that  indictment  went 
to  the  jury  without  any  expression  what- 
ever, annexing  to  the  particular  words 
any  special  intention,  or  implying  that, 
in  adaition  to  being  seditiously  spoken, 
the  words  were  intended  as  well  as  calcu- 
lated. 

**  Intended"  was  left  out  in  the  indict- 
ment. The  conviction  was  in  term^  of  the 
indictment,  and  a  good  verdict.  **  Intend- 
ed "  is  in  this  indictment ;  was  it  necessary 
to  the  charge  P  I  hold  not.  The  jury  leave 
it  out.  Then,  if  not  necessary  to  the  charge 
in  any  form,  how  shall  the  verdict  fall, 
or  be  e(}uivaUilt  to  one  of  not  guilty  P 

This  indictment  charges  sedition  in  the 
major. 

The  minor  sets  forth  that  Banken  did 
openly  and  "  seditiously  "  at  a  public  meet- 
ing on  Bruntsfield  Links  and  other  occa- 
sions, utter  certain  language,  and  the  same 
is  averred  as  to  Hamilton ;  and  the  indict- 
ment cloBCB  with  the  general  statement, 
that  the  whole  or  part  of  the  language 
above  set  forth  was  **  intended  and  calcu- 
lated." 

Now,  that  the  whole  of  the  averments 
in  an  indictment  need  not  be  proved  and 
affirmed  by  the  jury,  if  what  is  of  itself 
clearly  relevant  is  found,  is  in  the  general 
case  admitted  to  be  clear  law.  That  this 
indictment  was  perfectly  relevant  without 
the  word  •*intenaed,"and  with* 'calculated  ** 
alone,  I  apprehend  to  be  a  point  fixed  by 
authorities,  and  clear  on  principle.  That 
that  which  was  unnecessary  need  not  be 
found,  is  a  point  also  quite  clear  in  our 
criminid  law  and  practice.  Hence,  in  the 
abstract,  and  in  any  other  case,  this  verdict 
is  nnimpeachable.  But  then,  it  is  said, 
that  the  omission,  purposely  by  the  jury, 
of  **  intended,"  negatives  the  whole  aver- 
ment of  guilt  in  the  minor,  and  renders 
the  verdict  one  of  not  guilty  in  the  case  of 
sedition.  How  that  should  be,  if  "in- 
tended "  need  not  be  in  the  indictment  at 
all,  I  have  not  been  able  to  comprehend.  | 
But  the  whole  argument  is  founded  on  a 
complete  misapprehension,  both  of  the 
legal  principles  applicable  to  our  indict-  ; 
ments,  as  also  to  the  crime  of  sedition. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  the  mis- 
apprehension of  the  principles  on  which 
our  indictments  are  framed.  i 

1.  The  proper  averment  of  guilt  in  the  . 
minor  in  this  charge  of  sedition,  is  in  the  | 
allegation  that  the  pannel  did  openly  and  i 
•'seoitiouBly,"  and  in  the  presence  of  great 
numbers,  utter  the  language  imputed  to  i 
him ;  the  averment  which  follows  is  pro- 
perly descriptive  of  the  character  of  the 
fanffuage  so  seditiously  ased.    To  add ' '  in- 
tended    to  "  calculated  "  in  that  de^^ci  ip- 


"He,  whose  speeches  or  writings  have  that 
tendency,  is  seditious,  unless,  in  either  case,  the 
speaker  or  writer  has  a  legal  object  in  view." 

Now,  in  this  case,  I  apprehend  that  the 
law  does  not  look  for  or  require,  besides 
this  illegal  spirit,  this  general  dole  or 
legal  malice,  the  additional  and  special 
element  of  the  intention,  or  purpose,  with 
reference  to  the  precise  effects  which  the 
words  are  calculated  to  produce.  If  such 
purpose  is  also  proved,  the  case  will  be 
one  of  more  deliberate,  more  dangerous, 
and  more  aggravated  sedition.  But  very 
often  the  precise  effects  which  the  words 
are  calculated  to  produce,  are  not  at  all 
what  the  party  intends,  and  still  more, 
not  what  he  has  brought  his  mind  up  to, 

J'ust  because  they  point  to  immediate  vio- 
ence.  The  party  guilty  of  sedition  in 
uttering  such  language  is  often  only  play* 
ing  the  part  of  a  fiela  orator,  hallooed  on 
by  shouts  from  an  excited  and  turbulent 
crowd — often  of  the  worst  characters.    He 
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has  to  sustain  his  part  as  a  leader ;  has  bo 
outbid  in  exaggeration  and  violence  the 
man  who  spoke  before  him ;  has  got  so 
familiai'iised  to  violent  and  dangerous 
language,  that  he  does  not  think  how  it 
D:iay  affect  others  ;  has  to  secure  a  liberty 
for  bold  language,  and  often  to  secure  pay 
for  such  aohieyements.  He  is  aiming, 
perhaps,  at  being  chosen  as  a  delegate; 
thinks,  perhaps,  that  by  intimidation  he 
may  concuss  and  frighten  others  into  an 
exaggerated  notion  of  the  numbers  and 
power  of  those  who  venture  to  utter  such 
language.  He  is  reckless  as  to  what  he 
says,  thinks  and  cares  little  about  it,  if  it 
answers  the  object  at  the  time;  but  all 
the  while  he  may  not  desire  or  intend  the 
precise  effects  which  his  words  are  calcu- 
lated to  produce — it  may  be,  of  instant 
violence.  Yet  of  sedition  he  is  clearly 
guilty,  if  these  reckless  words  are  calcu- 
tted  to  produce  such  results. 

I  t^ke  what  appeared  in  another  part  of 
this  case  as  a  very  apt  illustration  of  how 
little  the  intent  to  produce  the  actual 
effects  which  the  words  are  ■  calculated  to 
produce,  enters  into  the  guilt  of  sedition, 
m  point  of  law,  as  a  necessary  element. 
Your  lordships,  who  sat  with  me,  will 
recollect  that,  in  reference  to  the  part  of 
the  case  charging  conspiracy,  and  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  National  Guard,  for 
effecting  changes  in  the  constitution  by 
force — as  to  which  the  jury  very  correctly 
found  the  charge  not  proved,  but  only  not 
proved — we  heard  a  great  deal  of  the 
jangaage  and  proposals  of  a  person  whose 
warlike  language  (for  it  is  lamentible  to 
think  how  commonly  and  frequently  the 
purpose  of  arming  seemed  to  be  talked  of) 
obtained  for  him  the  nickname  of  Bri- 
gadier-General. Now,  at  a  public  meeting, 
in  a  hall  at  Edinburgh,  before  600  or  700, 
at  which  one    of    the    pannels   was  not 

§  resent  at  all,  this  individual  openly  and 
istinctly  purposed  and  exhorted  the 
meeting  to  form  a  National  Guard  of 
1,600  men,  in  companies  of  400,  two 
of  which  were  to  oe  armed  as  mus- 
keteers and  the  other  two  as  lancemen, 
and  enlarged  on  the  necessity  of  Chartists 
and  all  others  resorting  to  arms ;  which 
seditious  proposal  was  prefaced,  one  of 
the  witnesses  who  opposed  it  stated, 
"with  a  great  rhodomontade  of  poetry  "  ; 
and  Mr.  Logan,  whose  object  was  to  show 
that  his  clients  had  always  discountenanced 
this  individual,  told  us,  as  a  proof  of  the 
extravagant  pitch  of  heroism  to  which  he 
worked  himself  up  (though  that  part  of 
the  speech  was  not  in  evidence),  that  he 
at  last  declared  he  was  ready,  and  hoped 
to  head  this  body  against  Her  Majesty's 
troops,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  he  would 
rout  all  whom  he  might  encounter,  and 
out-general  the  Duke  of  Wellington  him- 


self. Now,  if  an  indictment  had  been 
preferred  against  this  party,  who  was  said 
to  have  left  the  country,  charging  sedi- 
tion, and,  in  the  minor,  setting  forth  that 
he  openly  and  seditiously,  at  a  public 
meeting,  made  this  proposal,  and  used 
such  language,  and  had  further  averred 
that  the  language  was  intended  and  calcu- 
lated to  stir  up  the  people  to  immediate 
insurrection  under  him,  and  to  array 
themselves  under  him  as  a  leader  against 
Her  Majesty's  troops ;  and  if  such  pro- 
posal  and  language  had  been  proved,  I 
suppose  no  jury  of  reasonable  men  (unless 
the  defence  of  insanity  had  been  esta- 
blished) could  have  hesitated  to  say  that 
such  a  party  was  guilty  of  sedition  in 
using  language  of  such  import  and  ten- 
dency. But  it  would  have  been  very  diffi- 
cult, probably,  to  satisfy  them — at  least  it 
would  have  been  very  difficult  to  satisfy 
me— that  this  most  redoubtable  personage 
did  really  intend,  or  desire,  to  lead  any 
attack  against  Her  Majesty's  troops,  or 
to  encounter,  T  do  not  say,  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  but  even  to  stand  the  steady 
fire  of  a  sergeant's  party  of  the  very  oldest 
pensioners  on  the  list.  That  would  have 
been  about  the  last  thing  that  I  should 
have  believed,  that  he  had  any  intention 
of  doing.  Yet,  of  sedition,  such  a  pro- 
posal, and  language  so  calculated,  would 
justly  convict  a  party.  This  is  just  the 
distinction  applicable  to  this  case  and  ver- 
dict, and  a  practical  illustration,  which 
shows  the  princij)le  of  the  law  and  the 
principle  of  our  indictments.  The  exact 
effect  which  the  words  are  calculated  to 
produce,  is  one  thing  that  may  or  may  not 
be  intended.  The  orators,  on  such  occa- 
sions, often  know  very  little,  and  think 
very  little,  of  the  effects  which  their  words 
are  calculated  to  produce.  But  the  wiU 
fully  and  mischievously  using  such  lan- 
guage against  their  allegiance,  and  against 
the  peace  of  the  country,  and  the  rule  of 
law  and  order,  makes  them  guilty  of 
sedition. 

lliis  wilful,  disloyal,  and  mischievous 
spirit  in  the  use  of  such  language,  where- 
by popular  disaffection  and  resislianoe  to 
lawful  authority  is  directly  encouraged 
and  excited,  makes  the  crime  of  sedition, 
even  althotigh  the  language  used  may  not 
have  been  intended  to  produce  the  e.xaot 
effects  which  it  is  calculated  to  do. 

To  further  require  that  the  precise  in- 
tention to  produce  the  exact  effects  which 
the  words  are  calculated  to  produce  should 
be  proved,  over  and  above  a  nnding  that  the 
party  was  seditious  in  using  the  language 
would,  in  truth,  surround  much  most 
mischievous  and  dangerous  sedition  witiii 
complete  impunity ;  for  (1)  such  additional 
intention  it  may  be  very  difficult  to  prove ; 
(2)  the  whole  appearance  and  manner,  and 
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conduct  of  the  party,  of  his  asfiociates, 
and  of  the  meeting,  may  really  satisfy  all 
that  the  exaot  efiects  which  his  words  were 
calculated  to  produce,  were  not  really  and 
solely  designed  by  him.  The  man  may 
hare  been  too  excited  to  have  any  such 
deliberate  cool  design  as  instant  insurrec- 
tion before  him,  although  his  words  were 
directly  calculated  to  produce  that  result. 
Nay,  one  might  be  quite  satisfied  of  the 
reverse, — that  his  object  was  to  keep  up 
great  and  alarming  discontent  and  agita- 
tion for  his  own  base  purposes,  to  secure 
weekly  or  yearly  contributions,  as  a 
reward  for  his  trade ;  and  that  he  well  knew 
that  any  actual  outbreak  would  at  once 
lead  to  the  extermination  of  his  calling ; 
and  that  such  results  were  what  he  most 
dreaded,  thouffh  he  was  using  language 
well  calculated  to  produce  these  effects, 
unless  he  at  the  same  time  cunningly 
kept  under,  by  his  influence,  the  spirit  he 
was  trying  to  rouse.  But  though  a  jury 
shall  be  satisfied  upon  that  point,  is  the 
crime  not  that  of  sedition,  if  the  language 
is  calculated  to  produce  the  results,  and  if 
the  party  is  acting  unlawfully,  contrary  to 
his  allegiance,  and  to  the  peace  of  ihe 
realm,  in  using  such  language  in  the  cir- 
cumstonces,  and  on  the  occasion  in  ques- 
tion, having  no  justification  in  object  or 
occasion  P 

Hence,  then,  the  proper  guilt  of  sedi- 
tion (of  that  kind,  I  mean,  which  is  here 
Srosecuted)  consists  in  the  unlawful  and 
isloyal  spirit  in  which,  contrary  to  the 
suhject's  allegiance,  and  in  violation  of 
the  peace  and  order  of  society,  and  of  the 
rule  of  the  law,  language  or  publications 
are  used  and  circulated,  calculated  to 
produce,  as  here  found,  "  popular  dis- 
affection and  resistance  to  lawful  au- 
thority." And  it  is  a  misconception  of 
the  law  to  suppose  that  the  efiects  which 
the  language  is  so  calculated  to  produce 
must  further  be  specifically  intended,  so 
that  the  jury  must  find  that  the  words 
were  intended  as  well  as  calculated  to 
produce  these  results.  If  such  had  been 
the  law,  every  conviction  on  an  indict- 
ment not  containing  that  additional  aver- 
ment in  the  minor  has  been  a  bad  ver- 
dict. But  I  hold  the  law  to  be  fixed  by 
the  cases  in  point  of  principle  and  prac- 
tice. 

If  the  view  of  the  law  I  have  now  stated 
meets  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Oourt, 
then,  most  clearly,  the  objection  to  this 
verdict  wholly  fails. 

I  have  carefully  reviewed  the  authori- 
ties, and  I  am  satisfied  that  this  view  is 
the  sound  result  to  be  derived  from  them 

It  is  part  of  the  very  misconception  I 
have  adverted  to,  to  take  the  general 
passu ges  descriptive  of  sedition,  and  the 


words  therein  employed,  relative  to  the 
unlawful  purpose  and  spirit  of  the  party, 
necessary  for  the  crime  of  sedition,  to  be 
applicable  to  the  construction  of  an  in- 
dictment framed  like  the  present,  and  to 
the  particular  and  unnecessary  averment 
contained  in  the  present,  over  and  above 
.  the  averment  that  the  language  was  openly 
and  seditiously  spoken,  viz.,  that  the  same 
was  intended,  as  well  as  calculated,  to 
produce  such  and  such  results.  I  do  not 
so  understand  the  passages  in  Hume  &t 
all.  I  do  not  think  they  have  the  least 
application  to  the  very  special  question  as 
to  this  particular  and  specific  averment, 
that  the  words  were  intended  to  produce 
the  results  mentioned. 

At  the  same  time,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
adopt  the  general  description  of  Hume  as 
to  sedition,  as  of  perfect  accuracy  of  pre- 
cision, even  as  a  general  exposition  of  the 
law.  And  I  cannot  state  consistently  the 
grounds  of  my  opinion,  without  meetine 
directly  the  passage  founded  on.  I  should 
say  that  his  doctrine  is  too  unqualified 
and  too  abstract  on  both  sides,  that  it 
restricts  too  much,  in  words  at  least,  the 
subject's  right  of  discussion  and  speech, 
and  in  what  is  to  be  proved,  requires 
more  to  be  established  on  the  part  of  the 
prosecution  than  the  nature  of  the  ofience, 
the  general  principles  of  the  law,  and  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  society  prescribe  as 
essential  elements  of  the  case.  He  seems 
to  put  the  crime  of  murder  and  sedition  on 
the  same  footing ;  in  that  I  difier ;  and  he 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  draw  the  distinc- 
tion fully  between  sedition  and  those 
treasons  in  which  a  special  intent  is  the 
ofience.  Indeed  some  of  his  expressions 
seem  more  applicable  to  such  treasons 
than  to  sedition. 

In  his  chapter  on  sedition,  Hume  refers 
back  to  the  part  of  his  work  on  leasing- 
making  for  his  explanation  of  the  "  genoi^ 
notion  of  the  offence  of  sedition,  as  he 
terms  it,  that  he  need  not  further  describe 
it,  and  says  (Vol.  I.,  p.  362)— 

"  It  is  further  to  be  obserred  conoeming 
leasitig-makiDg,  that  it  always  has  relation  to  the 
King,  or  (if  that  is  not  abolished  by  the  long 
disuse)  to  some  eminent  individual  connected 
with  the  Court,  and  can  only  be  committed  by 
means  of  false  speeches,  or  reproachful  and  con- 
temptuous words  thrown  out  a^nst  him.  But 
sedition  is  a  crime  of  a  far  wider  and  a  more 
various  description,  as  well  as  of  a  deeper 
character,  and  may  equally  be  committed  in 
relation  to  any  of  the  other  parts  of  our  fiame 
of  Government,  or  to  any  class  or  order  of  our 
society,  and  though  no  special  calumny  m  cir- 
culated against  the  King  or  any  other  individual, 
as  by  forming  combinations,  taking  resolutions, 
spreading  doctrines  and  opinions,  or,  in  general, 
pursuing  any  such  course  of  measures  and 
actions  as  tends  directly  to  the  resistance  of  the 
Legislature  or  established  Govemmeut,  or  to  the 
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new  modelling  of  the  state  without  the  aathority 
of  law.  No  inrective,  therefore,  how  violent 
soever,  against  monarchy  in  general,  no  abuse, 
the  most  outrageous,  of  the  British  constitution, 
no  proceedings,  though  tending  ever  so  plainly 
to  abolish  that  venerable  system,  and  set  up  a 
new  form  of  Government  in  its  room,  would 
justify  the  charge  of  leasing-making.  Because, 
though  involving  the  state  and  office  of  the 
King,  as  a  pait  of  the  constitution,  such  projects 
are  levelled  against  the  whole  system,  and  are 
not  moved  ont  of  personal  grudge  to  the  prince 
upon  the  throne,  but  spring  from  a  deeper  and 
more  malignant  principle,  and  employ  also  more 
direct  means  and  more  extensive  than  the  mere 
slander  of  the  character  and  conduct  of  the 
King.  Thus  sedition  is  a  crime  against  the 
state,  and  holds  the  next  place  after  treason,  to 
which  it  is  nearly  allied,  and  which  it  very 
often  but  by  a  short  interval  precedes.  The 
other  is  a  personal  offence  or  verbal  injury 
offered  to  the  King,  and  is  considered  by  the 
law  in  so  much  a  more  serious  light  than  other 
wrongs  of  this  class,  partly  on  account  of  the 
peculiar  regard  it  has  to  his  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity, and  partly  by  reason  of  the  possible  evil 
influence  of  such  an  example  on  the  affections 
and  dispositions  of  his  subjects." 

This  explanation,  to  which  Hume  him- 
self refers  as  his  proper  description  of 
the  offence,  certainly  gives  no  oonnte- 
nance  to  the  argument  against  this  verdict. 
And  it  was  an  occaflion  on  which,  as  he 
himself  says,  great  discrimination  and 
precision  were  necessary,  viz.,  in  drawing 
the  distinction  between  leasing-making 
against  the  sovereign  and  sedition.  Whe- 
ther, after  the  Union,  anysnch  distinction 
can  be  recognised,  or  whether  the  in- 
stances he  gives  of  the  former  are  not 
proper  cases  of  seditions  libels,  I  need  not 
consider.  The  remark  as  to  sedition  being 
nearly  allied  to  treason,  which  it  may 
often  but  by  a  very  short  interval  pre- 
'  cede,  may  be  correct  to  the  limited  extent, 
that  parties  guilty  of  the  one  may  be  led 
into  the  other.  But  if  it  imports,  as  it 
seems  to  do,  as  matter  of  doctrine,  that 
the  two  crimes  are  nearly  allied  in  the 
elements  which  are  essential  to  the  several 
crimes,  I  dissent  wholly  from  the  opinion 
Such  constructive  treasons  as  were  at- 
tempted to  be  made  ont  in  the  case  of 
Sardy  (a)  and  Home  Too]ce,(h)  were  indeed 
allied  to  sedition,  or  rather  were  nothing 
but  sedition.  But  the  distinction  between 
the  crimes  is  as  broad  as  law  and  reason 
can  make  out  any  line  of  difference. 

I  notice  this  remark,  because  I  trace 
the  influence  of  this  *'  notion,"  that  sedi- 
tion is  nearly  allied  to  treason,  on  the  ex- 
pressions and  opinions  which  occur  in  the 
subsequent  part  of  the  work.  And  this 
tendency  to  view  the  two  as  so  closely 


(o)  24  St.  Tr.  199. 
(6)  25  St.  Tr.  I, 


allied,  might  arise  from  the  fact  that  the 
same  facts  had  been  founded  on  in  the 
prosecutions  in  Scotland  for  sedition; 
which  were  so  strenuously  urged  in 
England,  for  the  conviction  of  Hardy  and 
Tooke  of  treason.  The  error  is,  however, 
a  very  grave  one ;  it  tends  to  make  the 
law  of  treason  too  easy,  the  proof  of  sedi-r 
tion  more  difficult  than  law  or  the  reason 
of  the  thing  requires.  There  is  no  alliance 
in  the  law  between  them,  to  use  Baron 
Hume*9  expression,  or  rather,  to  use  a 
more  correct  legal  expression,  there  is 
really  no  identity  in  the  essential  elements 
of  the  two  offences :— 1.  The  law  of  treason 
is  wholly  statutory ;  of  sedition  it  is  by 
common  law,  both  in  England  and  Scot- 
land. 2.  In  treason,  unless  when  war  is 
actually  levied,  a  certain  specific  intent  is 
of  the  very  essence  of  the  crime,  and  un- 
less that  specific  intent  is  proved,  the 
general  purpose  of  commotion,  confusion, 
and  a  general  disloyal  mischievous  spirit, 
leading  to  most  dangerous  evils,  is  not 
enough.  Hence  the  specific  intent  uf  the 
mind  is,  in  most  cases,  of  the  essence  of 
the  crime  of  treason.  I  hold  this  to  be 
the  turning  point  of  the  case,  and  in  sedi- 
tion there  is  no  such  special  and  limited 
law. 

Baron  Hume  does,  however,  while  he 
refers  back  to  his  former  description  of 
sedition,  as  his  explanation  of  the  general 
notion  of  the  crime,  go  on  in  the  chapter 
on  sedition  with  a  general  sentence,  not 
very  consistent,  I  admit,  in  expression,  or 
perhaps,  purport,  with  the  passages  to 
which  he  thus  refers  as  his  proper 
text  on  the  subject.  He  says  (vol.  I., 
p.  553)— 

"  I  had  formerly,  in  drawing  the  line  between 
sedition  and  leasing-making,  a  proper  occasion  to 
explain  the  genenU  notion  of  this  offence.  And 
I  shall  not  now  attempt  any  further  to  describe 
it  (being  of  so  various  and  comprehensive  a 
nature),  than  by  saying  that  it  reaches  all  those 
practices,  whether  by  deed,  word,  or  writing,  or  of 
whatsoever  kind,  which  are  suited  and  intended 
to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  state  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  public  trouble  or 
commotion,  and  moving  Uis  Majesty's  subjects 
to  the  dislike,  resistance,  or  subversion  of  the 
established  (Government  and  laws,  or  settled 
frame  and  order  of  things." 

Now  if  this  is  to  be  taken  as  a  practical 
rule,  according  to  which  indictments  are 
to  be  framed,  and  juries  to  be  directed, 
and  as  referring  to  anything  beyond  the 
general  malice  and  illegal  purpose,  which 
is  involved  in  any  man  uttering  seditious 
words  without  a  legal  excuse,  I  must  very 
distinctly  say  that  I  cannot  acquiesce  in 
that  as  a  correct  definition  of  the  law,  or 
leave  the  protection  of  society  to  rest  on 
the  requisites  there  stated  as  necessary  to 
constitute  sedition — if  the  learned  author 
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meant  more  than  what  is  sttited  in  Starkie, 
in  »  passage  I  shall  afterwards  refer  to,  as 
to  legal  and  technical  malice  or  purpose. 

Bnt  is  the  anthor  consistent  as  an  ex- 
ponent of  oonstitntional  law,  when  in  the 
next  sentence  he  says — 

"  Under  this  description  would  fall  a  work, 
■uch  as  it  has  been  reserved  for  the  wickedness 
of  the  present  age  to  produce,  which  should 
teach  that  all  monarchy  and  hereditary  rank,  or 
all  clerical  dignities  and  edtablishments  of  re- 
ligion, are  an  abuse  or  usurpation,  contrary  to 
reason  and  justice,  and  unfit  to  be  any  longer 
suffered.  Or,  though  the  piece  should  not  set 
out  on  so  broad  a  principle  as  this ;  if  it  argue, 
like  many  compositions  which  have  lately  been 
offered  to  the  public,  that  the  power  of  the  Xing 
is  overgrown,  and  ought  at  any  hazard  to  be 
retrenched;  or  that  the  Commons  are  a  mere 
nomuial  and  pretended  representative  of  the 
people,  and  entitled  to  no  manner  of  regard  ;  or 
that  the  whole  state  is  full  of  corruption  ;  and 
that  the  people  ought  to  take  the  office  of  re- 
forming It  on  themselves.  All  exhortations  of 
this  kmd,  whether  any  commotion  follow  on 
them  or  not  (for  if  any  do  follow,  it  will  then 
depend  on  the  degree,  fashion  and  immediate 
occasion  of  that  disturbance,  whether  it  is  not 
treason  in  those  who  partake  of  it),  are  un- 
doubted acta  of  sedition ;  being  calcnUted  and 
employed  for  the  direct  purpose  of  loosening 
the  hold  which  the  Government  has  of  the 
opinions  and  affections  of  the  people,  and  thus 
preparing  them  for  acts  of  resistance  or  aggres- 
sion." 

Od  such  publications  I  should  say  that 
the  question  for  the  jury  is  practically 
very  different — are  they  really  abstract 
discussions,  or  are  thej  calculated  to 
alienate  the  people  of  this  country  from 
their  allegiance,  and  to  produce  insurrec- 
tion here,  as  a  result  clearly  following 
from  the  way  the  questions  are  treated  P 
If  so,  then,  whether  intended  or  not,  it  is 
enough  that  they  are  so  calculated — and 
so  not  very  consistently  the  author  holds  ; 
fbr  he  even  includes  within  the  crime  of 
sedition,  treatises,  although  only  general, 
and  only  indirectly  calculated  to  lead  to 
such  ends. 

Now  I  require  l^s  than  his  general 
paragraph  here  requires,  and  much  more 
to  make  out  sedition  than  his  illustrotion 
states  to  bo  necessary.  Ever^  other  illus- 
tration and  case  he  gires,  is  stated  in 
forms  directly  inconsistent  with  the 
general  passage  on  Vol.  I.,  p.  553,  if  it  is 
to  be  construed  in  the  way  the  pannels 
contend  for. 

E.g. :  Speaking  of  the  Scottish  statutes 
which  made  some  acts  of  sedition  trea* 
sons,  which  were  repealed  by?  Anne  c.  21., 
and  the  words  of  all  of  which  are  against 
tho  strain  of  that  passage  on  p.  553,  he 
says  (p.  555) — 

**  Now,  each  of  these  enactments,  in  its  order, 
i«  an  a<*knowledgment  and  a  confirmation  of  the 


doctrine  of  the  common  law;  proceeding,  as 
they  all  do,  on  the  notion  of  the  wickedness  of  all 
such  practices  as  tend  to  impugn  the  principles, 
and  shake  the  security  of  the  established  Govern- 
ment, or  to  withdraw  from  it  the  reverence  and 
affections  of  the  people;  and  raising  such  of- 
fences from  their  natural  rank  of  sedition  to  that 
of  treason,  by  reason  of  the  exigency  of  the  times. 
Being  now  again  lowered  from  that  degree  by 
the  statute  7  Anne  c.  21,  which  abolishes  the 
peculiar  treasons  of  the  law  of  Scotland,  these, 
and  all  other  instances  of  tranfrgresaion  in  the 
like  sort,  as  mala  in  #e,  and  evils,  too,  of  a  very 
high  order,  retain,  of  course,  their  proper  place 
and  quality  as  acts  of  sedition  at  common  law ; 
whereby  the  offenders  are  justly  exposed  to  the 
highest  arbitrar}'  punishment.  On  these  grounds 
many  convictions  have  of  late  years  been  oh. 
tained." 

And  in  a  note,  the  case  of  WLaren  and 
Bavrd,(a)  among  others,  is  quoted  as  an 
illustration  of  **  these  grounds." 

A^in,  in  distinguishing  between  a  pub- 
lication exciting  to  riot,  and  one  seditious, 
he  says  (p.  558)— 

"  Bnt  if  any  one  print  and  publish  a  discourse, 
wherein  he  describes  the  Legislature  as  corropt 
and  incompetent  to  its  functions,  and  advises  to 
hold  a  convention  of  the  people,  who  shall  re- 
form the  Government  after  their  own  fiincy,  or 
on  a  new  and  more  popular  system,  propoaed  in 
this  discourse—then  is  the  author  guilty  of  real 
sedition ;  for  he  has  taken  a  most  material  step 
or  measure  towards  disturbing  the  tranquillity  of 
the  State." 

Bat  that  same  page  illustrates  how 
much  his  views  were  influenced  by  the 
notion  that  the  law  of  sedition  and  of 
treason  were  nearly  allied  in  principle; 
for  he  says  (p.  558) — 

**  The  crime  of  sedition  lies,  therefore,  in  the 
stirring  of  such  humours  as  naturally  tend  to 
change  and  commotion  in  the  State.  So  near, 
inde^,  is  the  alliance  between  sedition  and 
treason,  that,  if,  instead  of  sowing  the  seeds  of 
a  hostile  disposition  to  the  Government,  or  pre- 
paring such  materials  as  in  time  may  kindle  mto 
a  flame,  the  offender  bhall  seek  the  same  object 
more  immediately,  by  a  direct  and  definite  ex- 
hortation to  the  people  to  rise  at  that  particular 
season,  as  advantageous  for  gaining  these  ends ; 
this  measure,  like  a  consultation  to  levy  war, 
seems  to  be  nothing  less  than  an  act  of  com- 
passing the  death  of  the  King ;  bein^  a  decided 
and  a  material  step  towards  the  dom^  of  that 
which  cannot  be  done  without  the  plain  danger 
of  the  sovereign's  life." 

Now,  on  this  passage  I  must  obserye 
that  no  two  offences  seem  to  be  more 
directly  contrasted  in  the  elements  ne- 
cessary to  constitute  ^ilt,  than  sedition 
and  treason,  hero  said  to  be  allied — I 
should  say,  even  here  contrasted — the  one 
consisting  in  the  tendency  to  produce  gene- 
ral disaffection,  which  may  never  lead  to 
actual  outbreak ;  the  other,  in  the  direct 

(a)  88  St.  Tr.  I. 
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object  or  intent  of  immediate  insarrection. 
The  former  may  be  far  more  mischievous ; 
for  open  treason  is  easily  dealt  with — is 
easily  put  down — often  puts  itself  down, 
and  genet*ally  expires  and  burns  out  in 
the  act  of  kindling  it.  But  in  the  latt:3r 
there  is  direct,  immediate  design ;  in  the 
former,  the  effect  which  the  act  is  cal- 
culated to  produce,  is  what  is  looked  to, 
and  for  that  the  party  is  justly  amenable 
if  he  has  no  legal  object,  fur  the  effect  is 
most  dangerous,  and  the  speech  calculated 
to  produce  that  effect  is,  as  Mr.  Clerk  says, 
seditious.  The  distinction  between  sedi- 
tion and  treason  is  then  as  broad  as  the 
necessity  in  the  latter  offence  of  positive 
design  of  an  immediate  insurrection  can 
mark  &ny  such  difference. 

It  is  not  agreeable,  nor  is  it  often  ne- 
cessary, to  make  these  comments  on  patf- 
sagos  of  any  institutional  writer,  especially 
of  one  whose  authority  is  so  great,  and 
whose  services  to  the  law  are  so  incom- 
parably beyond  that  of  any  writer  on  any 
Di-anch  of  the  law  of  Scotland,  except 
Lord  Stair,  But  when  we  are  required  to 
lay  down  the  public  law  of  the  realm  on 
matters  so  important  to  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  society,  and  in  reference  to 
the  rules  which  must  restrain  within  the 
duty  of  allegiance  the  right  of  free  speech 
and  of  constitutional  agitation  of  all  ques- 
tions in  which  any  clashes  of  the  subjects 
are  interested,  we  are  bound  very  carefully 
to  consider  the  authority  quoted  to  ua, 
and  not  to  surrender  our  superior  and 
higher  province  of  judges  to  the  opinions 
of  any  private  author,  however  eminent. 

If  the  passage  in  Hums,  founded  on  by 
the  pannels,  really  bears  the  construction 
they  put  on  it,  or  rather,  I  should  aay,  is 
applicable  practically  in  such  questions  as 
the  present  technical  point,  then  I  am 
constrained,  but  without  any  hesitation 
whatever,  to  deny  that  it  is  an  accurate 
exposition  of  law. 

I  shall  not  pursue  the  subject  further. 
I  will  only  observe,  in  conclusion,  ou  this 
subject— that  when  Hume  puts  murder 
and  sedition  as  crimes  analogous  in  prin- 
ciple, I  think  he  brings  out  verv  pro- 
minently the  error  which  pervades  the 
general  passage  on  sedition  founded  on 
by  the  pannels.  So  far  from  holding  that 
any  such  analogy  exists,  eo  as  to  restrain 
within  corresponding  limits  tho  two 
offences,  I  desire  to  say  decidedly,  that  I 
should  hold  the  crime  of  sedition  in  its 
analogy  or  corresponding  principle  (if 
such  is  ut  all  a  safe  principle  of  judgment), 
to  answer  to  the  analogy  of  all  chai  ges  of 
culpable  homicide,  of  more  or  less  aggra- 
vated character,  as  well  as  to  the  more 
direct  intent  which  is  in  cases  of  murder, 
and  may  be  also  in  sedition. 

A  party  is  legally  answerable  for  the 
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death  of  another,  caused  by  his  unlawful 
act,  calculated  to  produce  such  results, 
although  he  may  not  have  intended  any 
such  catastrophe,  if  he  acted  recklessly 
and  without  regard  to  the  safety  of  others. 
Yet  he  is  not  in  all  cases  guilty  of  murder, 
but  of  culpable  homicide. 

And  this  is  the  corresponding  case  in 
analogy  to  sedition,  if  such  analogies  are 
not  most  unsafe  grounds  for  legal  reason- 
ing. In  sedition,  the  effect  of  resistance 
to  lawful  authority,  as  an  actual  result  to 
follow  from  the  words  used,  may  not  have 
been  intended  by  the  party;  but  if  the 
language  is  calculated  to  produce  that 
result,  is  seditiously  uttered,  contrary  to 
the  &ubject*s  allegiance,  and  to  the  dan;|er 
of  the  peace  of  the  realm,  I  hold,  without 
doubt,  that  the  crime  of  sedition  is  com- 
pleted. 

Still  the  authority  of  Hu/me  cannot  be 
used  against  this  verdict,  except  by  mis- 
taking and  confounding  the  question  as 
to  the  general  doctrine  with  the  applica- 
tion of  the  doctrine  to  our  indictments. 

I  think  the  law  is  more  correctly  statod 
by  Mr.  Olerk,  in  the  defence  for  Palmei\ 
which  I  have  already  adverted  to. 

Neither  do  I  think  a  correct  use  has 
been  made  of  one  passage,  or  I'ather  of 
one  word  in  a  passage,  in  the  charge  of 
my  venerable  predecessor  to  the  jury,  in 
the  case  of  McLaren  and  Baird,  In  the 
first  place,  on  turning  to  the  original 
edition  of  that  report  from  which  tho 
copy  in  the  State  Trials  is  printed,  I  do 
not  find  the  least  trace  that  the  charge 
was  afterwards  revised  by  his  lordship. 
On  the  contrary,  in  the  preface,  Mr.  Djw, 
who  certainly  has  not  attained  to  the 
accuracy  of  modem  reporters,  not  only 
does  not  state  any  such  authority  and 
sanction,  but  apologizes  for  the  great 
difficulty  of  preparing  a  correct  report. 
And  the  report  of  the  charge  is  intro- 
duced in  the  following  somewhat  apolo- 
getical  manner, — 

**The  Lord  Justice-Clerk  addressed  the  jury  in 
the  following  manner,** 

different  from  the  reports  of  the  speeches 
of  counsel,  and  certainly  implying  that 
it  is  but  an  imperfect  report.  The 
Lord  JusHce-General  (a)  informs  me  that 
he  has  not  the  slightest  recollection  of 
having  revised  his  speech ;  that  he  is  sure 
Mr.  Dow  never  applied  to  him  for  any 
such  purpose,  in  any  case  at  all,  and, 
therefore,  that  the  verbal  accuracy  of  that 
report  of  his  charge  ought  not  to  be  relied 
on  as  any  expression  of  any  advised 
opinion  of  his. 

Then  again,  Mr.  Jeffrey* 8  argument  as 
to  intention,   on  which  he  asked  for  a 
• —    I 
(a)  Previously  Lord  Jnstice-Cleik. 
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direction,  wholly  related  to  the  general 
nnlawfnl  purpose  which  the  words 
wickedly  and  feloniously  in  that  indict- 
ment ioiplied,  or  which  **  seditiously " 
implies  in  this,  and  did  not  relate  to  the 
intent  to  produce  the  exact  resultfi  which 
the  language  was  calculated  to  produce. 
This,  I  think  plain,  on  reading  his  speech, 
which  looks  as  if  it  had  been  corrected. 
In  is  to  that  general  doctrine,  in  the  law 
of  sedition,  that  a  part  of  the  charge  is 
directed.  But,  I  own,  I  can  the  lees  rely 
on  the  Terbal  accuracy  of  that  report,  for 
criminal  tendency  and  criminal  intention 
are  used  as  exactly  equivalent  expressions 
in  the  sentence  in  question,  and,  there- 
fore, in  this  argument,  that  report  really 
cannot  give  us  correctly  what  was  stated, 
or  clearly  would  be  an  authority  against 
the  pannel's  argument. 

As  I  read  the  charge,  I  do  not  think  it 
hnd  any  reference  to  the  special  point  here 
raised,  even  indirectly. 

Looking  to  all  other  practical  exposi- 
tions of  the  law,  I  find  the  law  stated 
exactly  according  to  my  apprehension  of 
it.  I  say  practical  expositions,  for  I  value 
a  direction  to  a  jury  by  judges  of  autho- 
rity, intended  to  guide  them,  or  the 
collection  of  the  law  therefrom  deduoible 
in  works  having  direct  reference  to  the 
way  a  jury  is  to  be  directed,  as  far  more 
useful  than  mere  general  definitions  of  the 
crime  in  the  abstract. 

I  concur  entirely  in  the  way  the  law  is 
Ftated  for  practical  objects,  in  2  Starkie 
on  Libel,  in  the  Crinoinal  Division  of  his 
hook,  129,  130;  Blasphemy,  140,  141, 
147,  151-2,  175;  Lord  iJUmbor(yugh, 
in  Lambert  and  Pern/s  case,  (a)  cited  at 
p.  177;  again  at  182-3 — which  is  very 
important — as  to  the  distinction  between 
the  unlawful  purpose  and  the  sort  of  intent 
which  in  this  indictment  is  superadded 
Yevj  erroneously  and  superfluouBly,  as  to 
the  special  results  which  the  words  are 
calculated  to  produce.  So  Lord  Holt  put 
the  matter  in  a  case  of  great  note.  Tut' 
ch{n*8  caBe(5)  cited  at  188.  See  also  Lord 
Ellenhoraugh  in  CdbhetVs  case,(c)  cited 
at  193 ;  again  p.  207  and  216.  On  this 
\  observe,  that  there  is  no  distinction 
in  principle  as  to  the  offence  of  sedition, 
whether  it  is  committed  by  language  or 
by  publications— very  great  difierence, 
indeed,  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  proof, 
as  to  the  allowance  to  be  made  for  the 
inexperience  and  temperament  of  the 
speaKcr— the  extent  of  the  mischief,  and 
SQch  like  considerations,  but  none  as  to 
what  constitutes  the  ofience,  217. 

As  to  intention,  again^  at  240,  244,  258, 

(a)  8  (amp.  898.  81  St.  Tr.  885. 
(6)  14  St.  Tr.  1095. 
(c)  29  St.  Tr.  1. 


the  passages  are  most  material,  and 
directly  applicable  to  this  case — 

**It  is,  however,  important  to  observe,  in 
respect  of  this  class  of  cases,  where  the  inten- 
tion of  the  publisher  is  the  test  of  civil  or  of 
penal  liability,  that  with  a  view  to  exemption 
from  criminal  as  irell  as  civil  reiiponsibility, 
the  mere  abstract  intention  of  the  party  can- 
not protect  him  in  the  absence  of  facta»,  which 
constitate  an  occasion  recognised  by  the 
law.  The  law  allows  no  man  to  defend  himself 
by  saying,  *  1  did  an  act,  in  itself  injurious, 
mischievous,  and  illegal,  but  I  did  it  with  an 
excellent  intention.'  And  it  must  also  be  re- 
marked, that  a  publication  not  warranted  by  the 
nature  and  exigency  of  the  occasion,  cannot  be 
justified  in  a  crimmal  any  more  than  a  civil 
proceeding ;  for  if  the  oocaston  does  not  justify 
or  excuse  the  act,  neither,  on  the  princi)>le  just 
adverted  to,  can  mere  abstract  good  intention 
supply  a  sufficient  defence." 

Such  is,  as  I  understand,  the  purport  of 
the  proposed  definition  by  the  Criminal 
Oommissioners  in  England,  when  the 
whole  of  their  passage  is  taken  (a) — 

"  Whosoever  shall  maliciously  compose,  print, 
or  publish  any  seditious  libel,  expressing  or 
sig^Bifying  any  matter  or  meaning  tending  to 
bring  into  hatred  or  contempt  the  person  of 
Her  Majesty,  or  Her  Government,  or  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Kingdom  as  by  law 
establiKhed,  or  both  Houses,  or  either  House  of 
Parliament,  or  to  excite  Her  Majesty's  subjects 
to  attempt  the  alteration  of  any  matter  in  Church 
or  State  us  by  law  efttablisfaed,  otherwise  than  by 
lawful  means,  shall  incur  the  penalties  of  the 
eleventh  class.'* 

Here,  the  word  **  tending  "  is  equivalent 
in  reasoning  and  legal  import  to  .*  wickedly 
and  feloniously  "  or  **  seaitiously." 

It  is  not  used  with  reference  to  any  in- 
tent directly  to  produce  the  precise  resolts 
which  the  language  of  the  libel  tends  to 
produce.  The  8th  article  of  the  same 
section  also  shows  this  to  be  their  mean- 
ing; and  the  above  definition  distinctly 
comprehends  and  supports  this  veidict  as 
sufficient  when  applied  to  the  indictment. 

Concurring  in  the  view  of  the  law  as 
thus  explained,  it  appears  to  me  to  be 
very  clear,  that  a  verdict  finding  the 
parties  guilty  of  sedition,  in  so  far  as  that 
they  used  language  calculated  to  excite 
popular  disaffection  and  resistance  to  law- 
ful authority,  on  this  indictment,  is  a 
good  conviction  in  point  of  law,  and  that, 
on  the  motion  of  Her  Majesty's  Advocate, 
sentence  must  be  pronounced  on  this 
verdict.  But  I  must  add,  in  conclusion, 
that  it  is  matter  of  satisfaction  to  me,  that 
the  jury  did  leave  out  the  word  intended, 
in  the  special  way  in  which  it  was  inserted 
in  this  indictment,  not  only  because  the 
case  is  thereby  presented  to  us  in  a  much 
'  less  aggravated  light,  but  also  because  if 
'  I  haa   l)een  on  the   jury,   as  the  more 

I  (a)  7th  Beport,  p.  122  (1848). 
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serious  charge  had  not  been  proved,  I 
believe  that  I  Bhoold  have  returned  the 
same  verdiot  with  that  whioh  is  recorded. 
Lord  Mackenzie  :  I  concur.  I  think  the 
crime  of  sedition  is  sufficiently  constituted 
by  using,  whether  in  printing,  or  writing, 
or  orally,  language  calculated  (which,  ot 
course,  means  plainly  calculated)  to  ex- 
cite popular  disaffection,  and  resistance 
to  lawful  authority,  provided  this  be  done 
wickedly  or  seditiously,  i.e.  without  law- 
ful justification  or  excuse.  I  do  not  think 
that  to  constitute  sedition,  it  is  essential 
that  there  shall  be  in  the  deUnqnent  a 
desire  or  intention  to  excite  this  disaffec- 
tion and  insurrection,  or  resistance,  pro- 
vided he  intends  to  use  words  plainly 
calculated  to  excite  these,  and  uses  them, 
and  that  without  justification  or  excuse. 
It  seems  to  me  clear,  that  this  last,  i.6. 
using  the  words,  is  enough  to  cause  the 
evil  of  the  crime,  i.e.  danger  to  the  public, 
and  that  the  want  of  justification  or  ex- 
cuse is  sufficient  to  make  the  committer 
of  it  answerable  criminally.  And  if  such 
an  act  be  a  crime  at  all,  if  it  be  not  law- 
ful, it  can  be  no  other  crime  than  sedi- 
tion. We  never  could  say  that  it  was  a 
crime,  but  not  sedition,  and  so  not  falling 
under  the  recent  statute,  which  limits  the 

Eunishment  of  sedition,  but  does  not 
mit  the  punishment  of  any  other  crime.(a) 
Oan  we  tnen  hold  such  conduct  not  to  be 
criminal  at  all  ?    I  think  that  impossible. 

Put  the  case,  for  instance,  that  a  man, 
without  any  justification  or  excuse,  prints 
and  publishes  a  pamphlet  containing 
words  plainly  calculated  to  excite  popular 
disaffection  and  insurrection,  or  resistance 
to  lawful  authority;  and  that  this  is 
proved  against  him ;  but  that  he  proves, 
per  contra,  that  his  previous  conduct  was 
highly  and  zealously  loyal ;  that  accord- 
ingly, he  had  at  first  refused  to  print  the 
pamphlet,  and  had  at  last  reluctantly 
yielded  to  do  it  only  for  a  large  bribe,  and 
afterwards  done  his  best  to  counteniot  its 
effect,  still  ho  would  be  guiltj  of  sedition. 
True,  his  desire  and  intention  would  ap- 
pear to  be  only  to  get  money.  But  with 
that  desire  and  intention  he  a^ted  without 
justification  or  excuse,  and  in  disregard 
of  law,  and  printed  and  published  what 
was  in  itself  manifestly  dangerous  to  the 
public.  He  therefore  was  not  innocent 
but  criminal,  i.e.  seditious. 

Or,  say  4hat  a  man  did  the  same  thing, 
moved  by  threats  and  fear,  but  not  such 
fear  as  amounted  to  a  legal  justification, 
he  might  say  he  had  no  intention  to 
raise  disaffection  or  resistance  to  lawful 
authority,  but  that  would  not  sufficiently 
defend  him  from  a  charge  of  sedition. 

Or,  say  he  did  it   only  to  show   his 

(a)  7  Will.  4  &  1  Victc.  5.  Rep.  S.L.R.  1874. 


eloquence  and  ingenuity  as  Bausseau  is  said 
to  have  written  against  the  existing  institu- 
tions of  society,  after  at  first  intending  to 
display  his  talents  on  the  other  side,  and 
being  advised  by  a  friend  that  the  side  of 
innovation  was  best  for  showing  off  talent. 

Or,  suppose  he  did  it  only  to  frighten 
Government  or  Parliament  into  some 
measure  which  he  favoured,  not  truly 
desiring  or  expecting  actual  insurrection 
or  disaffection  to  take  place. 

In  all  these  cases,  and  many  others  that 
may  be  imagined,  the  person  must  be 
guilty  of  sedition,  by  doing  wilfully,  and 
without  justification  or  excuse,  an  act  of 
a  seditious  tendency. 

It  is  said,  Mr.  Hume  defines  sedition  to 
be  not  only  **  calculated,"  but  ''intended  " 
to  excite  disaffection  and  trouble  in  the 
state.  But  the  passage  cited  for  the 
pannels  has  not  itself  the  appearance  of 
preoise  or  accurate  definition ;  nor  can  I 
Delieve  that  Baron  Hume  in  it  at  all  con- 
templated the  question  whether  the  in- 
tention to  excite  disaffection  or  trouble 
was  essential.  For  if  he  had,  he  would 
have  followed  it  up  by  a  commentary  on 
that  branch  of  the  dennitio(n,  of  which  I 
see  no  appearance  whatever.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  says  (vol.  1,  pp,  664  and  568)— 

'*  The  reaton  in  all  these  cases  is  the  same : 
That  all  measarei  of  thin  descriptioii,  by  exas- 
perating the  multitude,  and  infecting  tnem  with 
jealousy  and  dislike  of  the  established  order  of  the 
State,  tend  directly  to  a  breach  between  sovereign 
and  sal^ect,  and  lo  fill  the  realm  with  trouble  and 
dissension.  To  prepare  which  miserable  ca- 
lamity, can  DO  more  be  doubted  to  be  a  cognis- 
able crime,  and  one  too  of  a  high  degree,  than 
that  it  is  a  crime  to  partake  of  the  very  measiuvs 
themselves  of  resistance  and  violence,  if  sach 
follow,  to  which  those  exhortations  have  seduced. 

'*The  characteristic  of  sedition  lies  in  the 
forwarding,  preparing,  and  producing  sach  a 
utate  of  things  as  may  natnndly  issue  in  public 
trouble  and  commotion. 

**  The  crime  of  sedition  lies  in  the  stirring  of 
such  bnmours  as  naturally  tend  to  change  and 
oommolion  in  the  State.'* 

And  all  his  reasoning  is  applicable  to 
sedition  of  the  nature  I  have  stated. 

Ershme  speaks  in  the  same  way,  though, 
no  doubt,  ne  does  not  sufficiently  dis- 
criminate sedition  from  leasing-making. 
(Tit  iv.  B.  iv.  s.  29.)    He  says— 

<'  Verbal  sedition,  which  in  our  statutes  gets 
the  name  of  leasing-making,  is  inferred  from 
the  uttering  of  words  tending  to  sedition,  or  the 
breeding  of  hatred  and  discord  between  the 
King  and  his  people." 

He  says  nothing  of  intention. 

But  our  practice  is  what  affords  the 
most  important  authority  in  aid  of  what 
is  in  itself  reasonable.  On  that  I  need 
not  go  over  what  your  lordship  has  fuPy 
treated  already. 

IT  2 
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Then,  if  such  be  the  nature  of  sedition 
in  onr  law,  how  stands  the  present  caseP 

The  indictment  sets  forth  that  the 
pnnnels  seditiously  used  language,  which 
18  recited,  and  which  appears  to  be  yery 
plainly  in  itself  of  a  seditious  nature. 
And  then  it  proceeds — 
**  And  the  whole  or  part  of  the  laDRuage  above 
861  forth,  as  used  by  yon  the  said  John  Grant, 
Henry  Ranken,  and  Robert  Hamilton  respec- 
tively, as  above  libelled,  was  intended  and 
caleulafed  to  excite  popular  disaflfection,  com- 
motion, and  violence,  and  resistance  to  lawful 
authority." 

Now  here,  in  the  view  of  the  law  I  hare 
given,  the  statement  of  that  language, 
and  the  statement  that  it  was  used  sedi- 
tiously, and  calculated  to  excite  popular 
disaffection,  and  resistance  to  lawful 
authority,  was  itself  a  sufficient  charge 
of  sedition.  The  statement  of  its  being 
'*  intended  "  to  excite  these  was  not  essen- 
tial, but  intensive,  meant  to  aggravate  the 
charge,  not  to  constitute  it.  So  stands 
the  charge .  The  verdict  is — {reads  it) ,  and 
a  finding  in  like  terms  by  a  majority  is 
added  against  the  other  pannel.  And  the 
jury  explained  that  they  omitted  the  word 
**  intended,"  not  meaning  to  find  that. 

Now,  I  can  regard  this  as  nothing  else 
than  a  finding  of  the  pannels  guilty  of  the 
sedition  libelled,  in  so  far  as  charged  with 
seditiously  using  words  calculated  to 
excite  disaflfection  and  resistance  to  lawful 
authority,  though  not  with  the  aggrava- 
tion of  intention  to  excite  these.  And  if 
that  was,  as  I  have  said,  a  sufficient  charge 
of  sedition,  the  conviction  of  it  must  be  a 
sufficient  conviction  of  sedition.  It  is  a 
conviction  of  guilt  and  of  sedition  under 
this  libel.  It  implies,  therefore,  that  the 
words  were  used,  not  justifiably,  or  excus- 
ably, but  seditiously,  calculated  to  excite 
disaffection  and  unlawful  resistance,  and 
so  is  a  conviction  of  legal  sedition.  The 
limitation  of  the  finding  makes  the  sedi- 
tion less  aggravated,  and  must  lighten  the 
sentence.  But  it  cannot  warrant  absolvitor. 

The  finding  in  this  case  is  not  am- 
biguous. It  cannot  mean  that  the  pannels 
used  the  words  justifiably  or  excusably, 
for  then  they  would  not  have  been  found 
guilty  of  sedition,  or  guilty  at  all ;  but 


not  guilty.  It  must  mean  that  they  were 
guilty  of  the  sedition  libelled,  as  far  lis 
they  used  the  words. 

I  need  say  nothing  of  the  competency 
of  a  jury  finding  part  only  of  what  is 
libelled.  It  is  nut. disputed,  and  is  war- 
ranted by  the  ordinary  style  of  our  indict- 
ments— 

*'  all  which,  or  part  thereof,  being  found  proven, 
you  ought  to  be  punished  with  the  paius  of 
law,'*  &c. 

liord  MoKCREiTT:  I  paid  all  the  atten- 
tion in  my  power  to  the  argument  on  the 


nature  and  effect  of  this  verdict,  and  I 
have  since  considered  very  carefully  the 
whole  matter,  and  examined  all  the  cAses 
on  the  subject,  as  I  find  them  variously 
reported. 

It  is  undoubtedly  a  mitigated  verdict 
with  reference  to  the  charges  in  the 
indictment.  It  finds  the  very  serious 
charge  of  conspiracy  libelled  not  proven. 
It  also  finds  John  Orani,  who  was  indicted 
along   with  Banken  and    Hamilton,  not 

guilty  of  the  remaining  charge  of  sedition, 
ut  It  finds  the  parties  now  at  the  bar 
guilty  of  sedition  m  the  particular  terms 
expressed  in  the  verdict — 

**  Unanimously  find  the  pannel  Robert  Hamil- 
ton guilty  of  sedition,  in  so  far  as  that  he  used 
language  calculated  to  excite  popular  disaffec- 
tion and  resistance  to  lawful  authority ;  and,  by 
a  majority  of  one,  find  the  pannel  Henry  Rsnken 
also  guilty  of  sedition,  in  so  far  as  that  he  used 
language  calculated  to  excite  popular  disaffec- 
tion and  resistance  to  lawful  authority." 

Looking  at  the  verdict,  as  it  so  stands 
recorded,  and  expressly  approved  of  by 
the  jury  when  it  was  read  to  them,  1 
was  of  opinion,  at  the  time,  that  it  was  a 
good  ana  effectual  verdict,  to  make  these 
pannels  stand  convicted  of  the  crime  of 
sedition  libelled  in  the  major  proposition 
of  the  indictment,  to  a  certain  extent  and 
effect.  And  after  attending  to  all  the 
oircumstances  and  considerations  on  which 
difficulties  and  doubts  have  been  raised  on 
this,  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  it  is  a  good 
verdict,  on  which  some  sentence  ought  to 
pass,  as  moved  for  by  the  Public  Frose- 
cutor. 

The  indictment  in  this  case  libels  sedi- 
tion simply  in  the  major  proposition 
(clearly  a  good  form,  according  to  the  case 
of  Sinclair  (a)  and  later  cases),  and  then, 
in  the  minor  proposition,  it  states  the 
facts  on  which  these  pannels  were  accused 
of  having  committed  that  crime;  and  it 
libels  particularly,  that  each  of  the  pri- 
soners did,  in  the  meetings  set  forth, 
**  openly  and  seditiously  "  deliver  certain 
sp^ches,  some  of  the  material  words  of 
which  are  quoted  in  the  indictment,  and 
the  whole  terms  or  substance  of  which 
wore  more  fully  proved  in  evidence.  Ami 
it  certainly  bears  that  the  conduct  and 
speeches  of  the  pannels— 
*'  were  seditious,  and  were  intended  and  calcu- 
lated to  excite  popular  disafieciion,  commotion, 
and  violence,  and  resistance  to  lawful  authority.*' 

The  jury  have  not  found  the  prisoners 
simply  guilty  of  sedition  as  libelled;  and 
they  have  not  found  them  guilty  of  sedition 
unoer  all  the  qualities  expressed  in  that 
clause  of  tl  le  minor  proposition.  But  they 
have  found  them  guilty  of  sedition,  in  so  far 
as  that  (with  reference  to  the  particular  facts^ 

ia)  28  St.  Tr.  777. 
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laid  in  the  indictment  as  to  eaoh,  and  the 
averment  that  what  he  did.  he  did  openly 
aad  seditiously)  he  nsed  language — 
"  calculated  to  excite  popular  disaffection  and 
rMistance  to  lawful  authority." 

In  this  finding,  they  have  left  ont  the 
word  *  •  intended,"  and  left  the  matter  to 
stand  simply  on  this,  that  the  langclage 
used  openly  and  seditiously  was — 
**  calculated  to  ex^^ice  popular  disaffection  and 
resistance  to  lawful  authority." 

The  matter,  therefore,  stands  thns :  that 
the  jury  have  not  found,  and  I  take  it,  have 
left  out  eooj/roposito  that  word**  intended," 
not  bein^  prepared,  as  I  understand  their 
explanation,  to  find  that  the  language  was 
not  only  calculated  to  produce  the  effect 
libelled,  but  that  it  was  actually  intended 
to  operate  in  that  manner,  I  do  not 
understand  the  verdict  as  having  nega- 
tived the  existence  of  such  intention.  But 
such  intention  not  being  found,  we  can 
only  take  the  verdict  on  that  which  is 
found.  K  the  j  uiy  had  su pposed  or  m ean  b 
that  they  were  finding  the  prisoners  not 
guilty,  they  would  no  doubt  have  said  so, 
as  they  did  in  the  case  of  OranU 

Now  the  question  appears  to  me  to  be, 
whether,  when  the  verdict  finds  the  par- 
ties guilty  of  sedition,  defining  the  nature 
and  extent  of  that  sedition  in  the  terms 
employed,  the  facts  set  forth  in  those 
terms  do,  or  do  not,  by  law  amount  to 
sedition  ? 

But  if  the  law  be,  as  I  think  it  is,  that, 
under  a  charge  of  sedition,  if  the  acts  or 
speeches  libelled  are  in  their  own  natore 
seditious,  and  calculated  to  excite  dis- 
afiiection  and  resistance  to  lawful  authority, 
that  is  sedition ;  and  that  -it  is  not  neces- 
sary or  essential  to  libel  or  to  prove  an 
actual  intention  in  the  speakers,  writers, 
or  actors ;  then  as  the  word  **  intended  "  in 
the  indictment  was  not  necessary  to  tbe 
charge,  the  verdict  finding  the  parties 
guilty  of  sedition,  in  terms  sufiicient  to 
satisfy  the  principle  of  law,  must  be 
efi*ectual  as  a  conviction  of  the  accused, 
and  suflScient  to  warrant  a  sentence  by  tho 
Ooui-t. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  now  to  go 
throtigh  the  various  cases  which  have 
occurred  in  the  practice  of  the  Court  on 
indictments  for  sedition,  though  I  have 
made  notes,  I  believe,  of  nearly  all  of 
them.  That  has  been  already  done,  in  my 
judgmelit,  vei'y  fully  and  eflectually.  Tho 
indictments  do,  in  general,  bear,  as  all 
indictments  do,  that  the  thin^  charged 
were  done  **  wickedly  and  feloniously,"  or, 
in  the  particular  case  of  sedition,  some- 
times ••  openly  and  seditiously,"  which  has 
been  found  relevant  in  the  present  case, 
as  well  as  in  other  cases ;  and  in  a  few 
instances  the  word  *'  intended,"  or  some 


similar  word,  has  been  applied  to  the 
character  of  the  speeches  or  writings 
libelled.  But  in  the  general  course  of 
such  indictments,  the  terms  raost  common- 
ly used  are  "  calculated,"  or  **  tending," 
or  some  such  word  applied  to  the  words  or 
writings  specified.  Sometimes  the  words 
are  "of  a  seditious  tendencj^,"  or  "obvi- 
ously calculated  to  stir  up  a  spirit  of  dis- 
affection," Ac.  Sometimes  writing  and 
printing  a  seditious  pamphlet— 
"  calculated  to  degrade  and  to  bring  into  con- 
tempt our  present  happy  system  of  govern- 
ment," &c. 

sometimes  (as  in  l£*Laren  and  Baird) 
•'wickedly  and  feloniously  did  deliver 
a  speech  containing  a  number  of  sedi- 
tious and  inflammatory  remarks  and 
assertions — 

**  calculated  to  degrade  and  bring  into  con- 
tempt the  Grovemment  and  Legislature,  and  to 
withdraw  therefrom  the  confidence  and  affection 
of  the  people,  and  fill  the  realm  with  trouble 
and  disseniiion." 

I  gather  from  all  the  cases,  that  the 
essence  of  the  crime  of  sedition  consists  in 
the  character  and  plain  meaning  and  im- 
port of  the  words  spoken  or  written,  as 
being  calculated  or  as  tending  to  excite 
disaffection,  to  bring  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution into  contempt,  or  to  excite  resist- 
ance to  lawful  authority.  And  when  this 
is  clear  in  any  particular  case,  provided 
the  words  had  been  deliberately  and  by 
the  free  will  of  the  party  spoken  or 
written,  the  crime  of  sedition  has  been 
committed.  No  doubt,  there  must  be 
intention  to  this  effeot,  that  the  ]mrty  did 
intend  to  speak  or  to  write  the  things  laid 
to  his  charge,  bearing  the  character  of 
being  so  calculated  to  excite  disaffection. 
And  if  the  words  do  not  in  their  natural 
and  obvious  meaning  import  that  which  is 
alleged,  it  may  sometimes  be  necessary  to 
assign  and  to  prove  an  entirely  different 
meaning  as  attached  to  the  words,  as  in  the 
case  of  Daniel  Isaac  EatonXa)  in  which  it 
was  alleged  that  Eling  George  the  Third 
was  represented  under  the  figure  of  a  game 
cock.  But  where  the  meaning  and  import 
of  the  words  is  not  at  all  iu  dispute,  the 
only  question  is,  after  i^  has  been  proved 
that  they  were  used  advisedly  by  the 
parties,  whether  they  are  of  the  seditious 
import  libelled,  in  so  far  as  they  are  cal- 
culated or  have  a  tendency  to  excite 
disaffection  and  resistance  to  lawful 
authority. 

Without  thinking  it  necessary  to  go  into 
further  detail,  after  the  full  explanation 
already  given«  I  would  only  say  that  my 
attention  has  been  most  particularly  fixed 
on    the    whole    proceedings  which  took 


(a)  28  St*  Tr.  1013. 
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place  in  the  remarkable  case  of  Bobertson 
and  Berry, (a)  who  were  tried  in  March  1793, 
on  an  indictment  charging  them  with  the 
crime  of  sedition,  in  so  far  as  thej  were 
guilty  of  printing  and  pablishing  a  sedi- 
tions pamphlet — 

"oontainioff  false,  wicked,  and  seditioas  asser- 
tions, calculated  to  degrade  and  hring  into  con- 
tempt oar  present  happj  system  of  government, 
and  withdraw  therefrom  the  confidence  and 
affection  of  onr  sabjects." 

They  were  oharg^ed  with  wickedly  and 
seditiously  printmg  and  publishine  the 
pamphlet  so  designated.  Upon  that  charge 
a  vMdict  was  returned  by  which  the 
jury— 

"  all  in  one  Toice  find  it  proven  that  the  said 
James  Robertson  did  print  and  publish,  and  that 
the  said  Walter  Berry  did  publish  only,  the  pam- 
phlet libelled  on." 

That  was  a  special  verdict,  as  the  yerdict 
in  the  present  case  is.  It  did  not  find 
cither  of  the  prisoners  guilty  of  sedition  as 
libelled,  or  of  the  crime  libelled,  but  it 
found,  in  specific  terms,  a  certain  thing 
as  to  each  of  the  prisoners,  wiihout  one 
word  as  to  the  intention  of  either 
of  them,  and  not  saying  specially 
that  they  did  those  things  wickedly  and 
feloniously,  or  with  any  such  quality. 
This  is  the  more  important,  because  it  RAve 
rise  to  a  great  deal  of  discussion,  in  which 
the  aooused  had  the  aid  of  the  very  eminent 
counsel,  Mr.  Wight,  and  Dean  of  Faculty 
the  Honourable  M&nry  Br$k%ne ;  and  after 
long  argument  and  after  taking  time  to  con- 
sider, we  Court  were  unanimous  that  the 
verdict  was  effectual  as  to  Bobwtsim;  but 
they  were  divided  in  opinion  on  the  case  of 
Berry.  Tet  it  was  decided  by  a  majority 
{EskgrWfe,  Aherenmbv,  Justice'Clerk  Bram- 
fisld,  against  HenderUmd  and  Dtmeinnan) 
that  it  was  a  good  verdict  as  to  Berry  also. 
The  objection  was  precisely  that  the  ver- 
dict did  not  find  the  intention,  but  it  was 
decidedly  held  that  that  was  not  necessary. 
And,  indeed,  if  it  were  necessary  that 
that  should  be  specially  found  by  the  jury, 
wherever  the^  do  not  find  a  simple  verdict 
of  guilty  as  libelled,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  see  how  any  man  should  be  found 
guilty  upon  the  act  of  printing  or  pub- 
ushin|^  the  most  seditious  and  inflamma- 
tory libel  which  can  be  supposed.  And 
jei  1  take  it  to  be  clear  law  that  every  man 
IS  answerable  to  the  law  for  what  he  prints 
and  publishes  to  the  world  of  a  seditious 
tendency.  He  may  sometimes  prove  a 
case,  to  relieve  himself,  whollv  or  par- 
tially. But  in  the  absence  of  all  such 
proof,  the  case  is  clear  on  the  act  done. 

(a)  88  St.  Tr.  79. 


I  do  also  think  it  very  striking,  that  in 
that  very  able  address  which  Mr.  John 
Clerk,  whose  seal  for  the  interest  of  his 
clients,  as  well  as  for  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  and  whose  great  knowledge  of 
law,  and  extraordinary  acuteness  of  dis- 
crimination, never  were  exceeded  in  any 
bar, made  for  Mr.  Fysche Palmer.(a)  he  no- 
where maintained  (and  neither  did  even 
Mr.  John  Hagga/ri,  in  objecting  to  the 
relevancy  of  the  indictment)  that  the  jury 
must  be  satisfied  of  the  actual  intention 
of  Mr.  FaimeT  in  the  matter.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  Mr.  Olerh  bkjb,  in  emphatio 
terms — 

"To  render  a  writing  seditions,  it  must  he 
intended  or  calculated  to  urge  the  people  to 
actual  violence ;  " 

and  the  charge  of  Lord  Ahereromby  in  that 
case  was  entirely  on  the  question,  whether 
the  paper  was  of  a  seditious  import  or 
tendency,  and  whether  Palmer  was  the 
writer  or  art  and  part  in  writing,  printing, 
and  publishing  it. 

In  connection  with  that  case,  and  as 
very  important  in  the  question,  I  beg 
leave  further  to  observe,  that  in  all  the 
indictments  to  which  I  have  been  alluding, 
there  is  what  used  to  be  called  the  "  at 
least "  clause,  on  which  the  accused  might 
be  found  guilty  as  art  and  part,  though 
pot  proved  to  be  the  direct  author  or  actor 
in  the  writing,  printing,  rr  publishing. 
And  so  the  verdict  in  the  case  of  Palmer 
finds — 

*'the  address  mentioned  in  the  libel  to  be  a 
seditious  writing,  tending  to  inflame  the  minds 
of  the  people:  Find  that  the  pannel  was  art  and 
part  guilty  in  writing  the  said  address,  and  that 
he  is  guilty  of  causing  the  said  address  to  be 
printed,  and  that  be  is  guilty  of  distributing,  and 
causing  to  be  distributed,  the  said  seditions  and 
inflammatory  writing." 

ThiF  is  another  example  of  a  special  verdict, 
bearing  not  a  word  of  intention,  and  an 
important  part  of  it  depending  on  the  "at 
least "  clause,  in  which  no  intention  is  set 
forth,  except  what  might  be  implied  in 
the  nature  of  the  writing  itself. 

I  shall  not  go  farther  into  this  matter, 
excepting  only  to  observe,  with  all  manner 
of  diffidence,  tliat,  as  far  as  1  am  informed, 
it  would  be  quite  clear  in  England  that, 
if  the  libel  set  forth  in  the  indictment  or 
information  is  in  its  nature  seditions,  it 
is  not  material  whether  an  actual  intention 
be  found  or  not.  Thus,  Lord  EUenborough 
said,  in  Bern  v.  CohbeU— 

'*If  a  publication  be  calculated  to  alienate 
the  affections  of  the  people,  by  bringing  the 
government  into  disesteem,  whether  the  ex- 
pedient resorted  to  be  ridicule  or  obloquy,  the 


(a)  98  St.  Tr.  ^7. 
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writer,  pahlisher,  &c.,  are  pnnishable  (a).  And 
whether  the  tlefendaut  really  intended  by  his 
pahlication  to  alienate  the  affections  of  the 
people  from  the  ^veroment  or  not,  is  not 
material.  If  the  publication  be  calculated  to 
have  that  efivct,  it  is  a  seditious  libeL" 
And  see  Bex  y.  Burdett,(h)  &c. 

I  am  theroforo  of  opinion  that  in  this 
case  the  verdict  is  sufficient  to  infef  a 
sentence  as  for  sedition  But,  as  I  have 
said  before,  it  is  a  verdict  finding  the 
prisoners  gnilt^  of  a  charge  of  sedition 
considerably  mitigated. 

Lord  Medwtm  :  The  indictment  in  ibis 
case  contains  a  distinct  charge  of  sedition, 
and  the  jury  have  foand,  by  their  ver- 
dict, that  the  two  pannels  are  gailty  of-^ 

"  sedition,  in  so  far  as  that  they  used  language 
calculated  to  excite  popular  disaffection,  and 
resistance  to  lawful  authority." 

This  was  in  answer  to  the  facts  con^^ 
stitutive  of  the  charge,  that  they  openly 
and  seditiously  n^ed  the  language  there 
sec  forth.  This  is  a  distinct  finding 
of  the  offence  charged  j  and  in  the  expla- 
nation which  occurred  with  the  jury  wnen 
they  returned  their  verdict,  they  pomtedly 
tola  us  that  it  was  their  meaning  to  find 
them  gailty  of  sedition,  in  so  far  as  they 
did  what  is  there  expressed.  Now,  is 
there  anything  which  neutralizes  or  nul- 
lifies the'  distinct  finding  P  Nothing  cer- 
tainly in  the  verdict,  for  it  contains  nothing 
more  than  the  words  already  quoted  ;  but 
it  is  said  that  the  charge  which  the  jury 
had  to  try  was,  whether  language  was 
used — 
*'  intended  and  calculated  to  excite  disaffection,** 

and  that  the  jury  have  not  found  any'> 
thing  with  regard  to  the  intention  of 
the  speakers,  and  as  the  jury  explained 
to  the  Court,  this  was  not  an  over- 
sight, but  omitted  em  propoiito.  Then 
it  is  argued,  that  the  intention  to  excite 
disafi'ection  not  being  found,  but  the  re- 
verse inferred,  this  verdict  does  not 
support  the  charge  and  the  crime  of 
seditioti.  although  the  jury  may  bavO 
thought  that  what  they  found  was  sufficient 
to  do  BO,  No  doubt  there  is  Fome  difficulty 
here,  and  a  good  deal  of  plau&ibility  in  the 
objection^  but  after  some  wavering  in  my 
opinion,  I  have  now  come  back  to  my 
original  impression;  that  the  objection 
cannot  be  sustained.    The  doubt  in  my 

(»)  29  St.  Tr.  1.  The  remaining  Words  are 
not  in  the  report  in  29  St.  Tr.,  but  are  taken 
from  Archbold's  Cr.  PI.  (p.  607  of  12th  edit.) 
^heie  Bex  v.  Burdett  4  B.  &  Aid.  95,  1  St.  Tr. 
N.S.  1,  and  Bex  v.  Harvey  2  B.  &  C.  257, 
2  St.  Tr.  N.S.  61,  aie  cited«  but  these  words  do 
not  appear  in  these  cases.    Cockhum's  Trials  for 


(ft) 


)n,  vol.  1.,  p.  12 ;  but  see  above,  i 
1  St  Tr.  N.S.  li  4  B.  &  Aid.  95. 


mind  arose  from  the  description  of  the 
crime  of  sedition  given  by  Baron  Hume, — 

**  that  it  reaches  all  practices  which  are  suited 
and  intended  to  disturb  the  trauquiltitj  of  the 
State," 

and  tbe  sanction  which  seemed  to  be  given 
to  this  statement  by  the  present  indictment, 
as  if  i  t  Was  a  necessary  element  in  the  charge 
that  the  words  openly  and  seditiously 
spoken  were  intended  as  well  as  calculated 
to  excite  disattection,  so  as  to  call  upon 
the  jury  expressly  to  find  the  intent  as 
well  as  the  fact  of  uttering  seditious  ex- 
pressions. But  I  am  now  satisfied  that 
the  crime  of  sedition  requires  neither  the 
intent  to  be  set  forth  in  the  indictment, 
nor  to  be  found  by  the  jury.  It  is  not  one 
of  those  offences  where  we  look  to  the 
intent  so  much  as  to  the  consequences,  or 
the  effects  oroduced,  or  ciJculated  to  l>e 
produced,  by  the  words  uttered,  the 
meaning  of  which  is  plain.  It  is  the 
dauger  to  the  tranquillity  of  the  State  fro  on 
seditious  harangues  addressed  to  a  mul- 
titude of  people,  rather  than  the  inten- 
tion of  the  sp^eaker,  that  the  law  looks 
to.  Some  crimes  consist  in  intent,  and 
then  this  mu£»t  be  specially  set  forth  in  the 
charge,  and  must  oe  found  by  the  jury. 
That  branch  of  the  law  of  treason  which 
consists  in  compassing  and  imagining  the 
death  of  the  king,  rests  on  the  intent,  and 
the  overt  acts  are  only  to  prove  this  inient. 
The  intent  must  be  charged  and  must  be 
found.  In  a  more  ordinary  department 
of  law,  there  may  be  a  charge  to  stab  any 
one,  with  intent  to  murder,  rob,  or  maim, 
or  disfigure ;  there  the  essence  of  the 
crime  is  the  intent.  But  sedition  is  not  a 
crime  of  this  character:  its  essence  is 
using  seditious  language  calculated  to 
excite  disaffection  in  the  minds  of  the 
hearers.  Accordingly,  indictments  have 
been  well  laid,  and  held  relevant,  without 
anything  about  intention  being  stated  in 
tbem.  Indeed,  I  do  not  know  that  an 
indictment  for  sedition  was  erer  objected 
to  because  nothing  was  suid  as  to  the 
intention  of  the  speaker,  but  only  the 
tendency  of  his  language  stated.  Thus, 
in  the  case  of  Morton  (a)  and  others,  in 
1793,  the  charge  was,  that  they  were 
guilty  of  sedition,  by  uttering  seditious 
speeches,  tending  t.o  excite  a  spirit  of 
disloyalty  and  disaffection  to  the  King 
and  established  government.  I  think, 
in  all  the  many  cases  for  sedition  tried 
at  that  time,  the  same  phraseology  was 
adopted.  In  the  case  of  Berry  and  MoberU 
«(m,(6)  the  statement  was  that  it  was  cal- 
culated to  degrade  and  bring  intocontem].  t 
the    Government  i    in  Fyaehe  Palmer  (o) 

Co)  28  St  Tr.  7. 
(6)  lb.  79. 
(c)  Ih.  287i 
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the  same  term  is  used,  and  in  Skirvings, (a) 
and  in  others.  We  must  never  forget 
that  these  prosecutions  were  condacted  by 
the  able  Crown  counsel  of  the  day,  in- 
cluding Solicitor-General  Blair  and  Mr. 
Bu^mett,  and  the  pannels  were  often  de- 
fended by  the  greatest  lawyers  at  the  bar, 
including  Mr.  Wight,  Mr.  Clerk,  and 
Mr.  OUliee  among  others.  Again »  at  a 
later  period,  in  the  case  of  McLaren  and 
Bavra^ib)  in  1817,  sedition  was  charged  in 
80  far  as  the  pannels  had  spoken  words 
tending  to  bring  the  Q-overnment  and 
Legislature  into  contempt.  The  eminent 
counsel  who  defended  the  accused  dis- 
tinctly admitted  that  this  was  a  relevant 
charge  of  sedition,  that  it  was  not  ncces 
sary  specifically  to  set  forth  intention  in 
the  ciiarge,  and  on  this  they  were  con- 
victed and  panished.  One  cannot,  how- 
ever, wonder  that  an  express  assertion  of 
intention  in  a  charge  of  using  seditious 
language,  especially  to  an  unlawful  as- 
sembly, should  be  introduced  into  an  in- 
dictment as  an  imp'irtant  aggravation  of 
the  charge,  as  was  done  in  some  portions 
of  the  indictment  in  Muir*8  case  (c) ;  for, 
when  anyone  at  a  large  public  meeting  of 
the  lower  classes  addresses  them  in  in- 
flammatory language  as  men  unjustly 
oppressed  by  their  rulers,  and  inciting 
them  to  redress  their  wrongs,  and  to  pi*o- 
vide  guns  and  bayonets  for  the  purpose  of 
resistance,  it  must  be  presumed  that  the 
speaker  intends  that  his  views  should  be 
adopted,  and  hi^  advice  followed  ;  it  is 
the  only  suppcsable  motive  for  his  having 
addressed  such  language  to  such  an  au- 
dience. The  intention  is,  in  short,  im- 
plied in  the  mere  use  of  the  words,  and 
proved  by  it.  If  the  accused  can  show 
that  he  had  no  such  motive,  but  a  ditieront 
one,  and  that  an  innocent  one,  not  plainly 
calculated  to  create  disaffection,  this 
may  possibly  be  a  defence  for  him,  and 
save  him  from  what  the  law  implies  in 
his  having  seditiously  uttered  words  cal- 
culated to  excite  disatfection.  But  it  will 
not  do  merely  to  allege  and  prove  another 
motive  than  the  intention  to  excite  dis- 
atfection ;  it  must  be  some  innocent  motive, 
and  not  calculated  to  have  any  other  than 
the  intended  effect,  if  such  can  be  found ; 
such  only  would  justify  his  conduct.  For 
instance,  suppose  this  case— a  very  im- 
probable one,  no  doubt — that  a  speaker, 
vain  of  his  oratory,  conceited  enough  to 
think  he  could  regulate  and  restrain  the 
feelings  and  conduct  of  a  mob,  shoald, 
with  no  other  motive  but  a  display  of 
his  oratorical  power,  and  speaking  even 
against  his  own  feelings  and  convictions, 

(a)  23  St.  Tr.  891. 
(A)  as  St.  Tr.  I. 
(c)  23  St.Tr.  117. 


address  a  public  meeting  and  use  sedi- 
tions language  to  them,  saroly  this  would 
be  sedition  for  which  the  speaker  would 
be  responsible,  as  calculated  to  excite 
disaffection,  although  he  had  not  the  most 
remote  intention  that  this  should  be  the 
effect  of  his  oratory.  Again,  suppose  a 
hired  orator  were  procured  for  the  pur- 
pose* would  his  having  no  oiher  intention 
in  what  he  did,  except  to  pocket  the  sum 
fur  which  he  bad  undertaken  the  task,  be 
any  defence  to  him  P  If  anyone  nses 
inflammatory  language  to  an  exciteable 
crowd  of  people,  though  without  the  most 
remote  intention  to  excite  them,  he  must 
be  responsible  for  sedition,  jast  as  much 
as%a  man  will  be  anwerable  to  the  law  if 
he  fires  a  pistol  in  a  street  and  someone 
is  injured  by  the  shot,  although  he  had 
not  the  slightest  intention  of  injuring 
anyone,  and  did  not  even  observe  anyone 
in  the  way.  The  act  was  calculated  to  do 
mischief,  and  it  has  done  mischief.  He 
ought  to  have  been  aware  of  such  a  pos- 
sibility, and  is  held  to  be  guilty,  because 
he  did  not  attend  to  this.  So  also  the 
seditious  speaker  cannot  be  allowed  to  use 
inflammatory  language  to  a  mob,  aud  say 
he  had  no  intention  to  excite  them.  I 
think  it  clear,  then,  that  the  charge  would 
have  been  good  without  stating  that  the 
seditious  words  were  intended,  and  that  it 
is  sufficient  if  calculated  to  produce  the 
effect  stated.*  A  jury  need  not  find  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances  stated  in  the 
minor,  provided  they  find  what  are  suffi- 
cient to  support  the  charge  in  the  major, 
and  I  think  this  is  amply  done  hero. 
The  terms  of  the  verdict  show  that  it  was 
a  well-considered  one,  while  they  do  not 
find  anything  as  to  intention ;  observe 
they  do  not  even  find  that  the  words  n^ed 
were  calculated  to  excite  *'  commotion  and 
violence,"  which  is  also  in  the  char>j:e, 
plainly  meaning  to  characterize  the  sedi- 
tion which  they  do  find  proved  as  of  a  less 
dangeroDS  kind  than  if  they  had  found 
the  whole  allegation  ;  in  like  manner  they 
only  find  it  calculated  to  excite  popular 
disaffection  and  resintance  to  lawful  au- 
thority, and  I  think  that  they  declined  to 
find  anything  as  to  intention  with  the 
same  view.  They  held  this-  to  be  an 
aggravation  of  the  offence  of  which  they 
found  the  pannels  guilty,  as  the  other 
would  have  been  also,  and  omitted  it  with 
the  same  view  of  lowering  the  character 
of  the  sedition,  for  which  they  held  the 
pannels  must  be  answerable.  The  omis- 
sion of  any  finding  as  to  intention  does 
not  then  nullify,  but  only  characterizes 
the  sedition  which  is  expressly  and  sub- 
stantively fonnd. 

Lord  CocKBDBN:  I  have  no  idea  of  a 
crime  without  guilt  in  the  mind  of  the 
criminal.    No  crime  can  be    comnritted 
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regard  of  results,  can  be  proved.  This 
principle  gives  no  protection  to  the  wilful 
though  conscientiouB  despiser  of  the  law ; 
because  his  case  includes  the  general  in- 
tention to  violate  the  law,  which  implies 
wickedness  of  design. 

Accordingly,  I  know  nothing  that  is 
more  unequivocally  laid  down  by  all 
authorities,  or  more  deeply  implied  in  all 
sedition  trials,  than  tliat  the  guilt  of 
sedition  is  not  contracted  where  the  in- 
tention— in  the  sense  in  which  I  use  this 
expression — was  innocent.  This,  as  I 
read  them,  is  the  doctrine  of  all  institu- 
tional writers,  of  all  courts,  and  of  all 
fubiic  prosecutors  since  the  Revolution. 
t  is  80  necessary  for  the  practical  exercise 
of  the  constitutional  privilege  of  free  dis- 
cussion, that  it  is  one  of  the  principles  of 
which  the  law  is  proud. 

I  have  been  surprised  to  be  told  that 
this  principle  is  not  recognized  in  the  law 
of  England.  I  believe  that  It  is.  And  I 
believe  this  with  as  much  confidence  as  it 
is  ever  proper  to  feel  in  regard  to  any- 
thing in  another  legal  system  when  that  is 
contested.  There  is  no  subject  on  which 
English  light  could  be  more  relevantly 
borrowed;  and  therefore,  since  we  differ 
about  the  law  of  that  conntnr,  I  wish  that 
we  had  protected  ourselves  by  taking  the 
usual  course  for  having  it  ascertaiutd. 
The  only  conclusion  that  I  can  form  with- 
out this  aid  is,  there  can  be  no  sedition 
there  without  some  direct  or  indirect 
guiltiness  of  intention.  Hence,  every 
English  indictment  for  this  offence  sets 
forth  (as  I  understand)  that  the  words 
were  spoken  wickedly  and  maliciously;  or 
charges  the  specific  fact  that  the  mischief 
expressed  by  them  was  intended.  Or, 
they  are  sometimes  said  to  have  been 
used  seditiously,  which  includes  every- 
thing necessary  for  the  composition  of  the 
offence,  and  amon^  other  things  wicked- 
ness of  design.  The  term  suggested  by 
the  Criminal  Law  Commissioners — whom  I 
respect  as  most  sagacious  and  enlightened 
expounders  both  of  what  the  law  is,  and  of 
what  it  ought  to  be — is  **  malicious.'*  But 
the  precise  term  is  immaterial.  In  one 
way  or  other  a  charge  of  criminal  design, 
or  of  criminal  indifference,  is  expressed  in 
all  charges  for  sedition;  and  I  suspect 
that  no  example  can  be  exhibit'Od  of  judg- 
ment following  on  any  verdict  which  ex- 
cluded this  quality. 

I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  cases  and 
passages  in  which  it  is  said  that  the  use 
of  words  of  a  dangerous  tendency  is  suffi- 
cient ;  but  I  think  that  these  authorities 
are  misunderstood.  All  that  I  understand 
them  to  mean  is,  that  atrocity  of  language 
is,  of  itself,  competent  evidenoe  of  the 
intention  or  of  the  wickedness  of  its  user ; 
Hudthat/if  not  rebutted,  it  is  conclusivg 


by  any  mere  act  abstracted  from  all  con- 
sideration of  motive.  Actus  non  facit 
reum  niei  mens  ait  rea.  In  the  great 
majority  of  oases  the  mental  criminality 
consists  in  the  intention  to  do  the  par- 
ticular thing  charged;  and  hence  the 
wickedness  of  that  intention  is  commonly, 
though  perhaps  loosely,  given  as  descrip- 
tive of  the  only  sort  of  guilt  that  exists. 
But  it  is  not  to  the  precise  case  of  deli- 
berate intention  to  commit  the  exact  crime 
that  the  principle  can  even  be  meant  to 
be  applied.  One  crime  may  obviously  be 
committed,  while  another  was  meant: 
there  may  be  criminality  in  a  good  mo- 
tive, such  as  in  the  love  of  applause  or  of 
gain;  and  there  may  be  a  culpable  in- 
difference to  consequences  which  iEuplies 
wickedness,  and  is  itself  a  crime.  What 
the  principle  means  is  that  there  must  be 
maku  anvTMM.  But  there  are  so  few  cases 
in  which  this  <mimu8  means  anything  ex- 
cept guilty  intention,  that  this  last  expres- 
sion is  usually  given  as  denoting  the 
general  meaning.  The  inward  guilt, 
whatever  it  may  be,  may  be  inferred 
from  the  tendency  of  the  act,  but  it  is 
never  in  the  mere  tendency,  apart  from 
the  nwlua  animus,  that  the  guilt  consists. 
There  is  no  case  to  which  this  principle 
applies  80  strongly  as  to  sedition,  Ajid 
this  for  a  plain  reason.  In  a  country  like 
this,  where  everything  public  is  managed 
by  free  discussion  aud  the  free  action  of 
parties,  opinions  and  projects  are  pro- 
•pounded  daily  by  one  set  of  people  as 
necessary  for  the  immediate  maintenance 
of  authority,  which  are  denounced  by 
other  sets  as  involving  its  immediate 
prostmtion.  Upon  vital  questions  there 
are  few  honest  politicians,  or  conscientious 
sectarians,  who  do  not  think  their  op- 
ponents' views  dangerous.  It  is  the  fact 
of  their  bein^  supposed  to  be  dangerous 
that  makes  me  schism.  If,  in  such  a 
state  of  things,  the  mere  conviction  by  one 
party  that  w^t  his  adversary  wi>hed  led 
to  disorder  and  trouble  justified  a  convic- 
tion of  sedition,  it  would  just  depend  on 
who  the  jury  were,  whether  an  accused 
person  w«s  guilty  or  innocent.  How 
many  public  measures  and  principles 
have  been  advocated  within  these  twenty 
years,  as  to  which  one  faction  h.is  honestly 
thought,  not  merely  that  the  general  ex- 
pediency, but  that  the  direct  and  instant 
tendency  to  disaffection  and  insubordi- 
nation, lay  one  way,  and  another  faction 
that  it  lay  in  the  opposite  way.  If  it 
depends  merely  on  tne  tendency  of  the 
schemes,  principles,  or  language,  most 
ardent  party  men  are  necessarily  seditious 
in  the  sight  of  their  opponents.  But  the 
law  interposes  between  all  parties,  and 
saves  every  man  against  whom  neither 
criminality  of  design,  nor  a  blameful  dis- 
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evidence.  This  I  affree  with.  Bat.,  in- 
stead of  implying  that  the  intention  is 
immaterial,  it  implies  exactly  the  reverse. 
It  implies  that  it  is  material,  bat  that  it 
may  be  established  by  a  particalar  sort  of 
pioof.  All  the  length  that  Chief  Justice 
Best  goes,  in  the  case  of  BurdeU,{a)ia,  that 

*'  It  is  enoagh  if  it  (the  criminal  intention)  be 
highly  probjEible;  particularly  if  the  oppofiite 
party  has  it  in  his  power  to  rebut  it  by  evi- 
dence, yet  offers  none ;  for  then  we  have  some- 
thing like  an  admission  that  the  presumption  is 
just." 

Mr.  Jusiice  Bayley  iiayS)  in  Harvey's 
case(6) — 

**  I  take  the  law  to  be  that  where  a  particular 
consequence  necessarily  results  from  any  act, 
the  party  doing  that  act  is  to  be  held  prima 
facie  as  intending  the  necest»ary  consfquences 
of  that  act." 

No  dottbt.  But  still  (in  the  first  place) 
this  only  means  that  the  act,  if  unexplained, 
is  good  evidence  of  the  intention  ;  and  (in 
the  second  place)  this  is  a  presumption  to 
be  judged  of  by  the  jury.  If  the  inten- 
tion had  not  been  deemed  a  part  of  the 
offence,  what  occasion  had  these  learned 
persons  to  speak  of  it  P  Tiiey  had  simply 
to  bay  that  the  dangeroosness  of  the 
langnage  being  ascertained,  the  inquiry 
was  over.  I  should  like  to  see  what  an 
English  court  ever  did  with  a  caso  where 
the  jury,  after  condemning  the  woids, 
instead  of  drawing  the  inference  of  guilty 
intention,  acquitted  the  prisoner  of  this 
part  of  the  charge. 

However,  I  do  not  believe  that  any  of 
us  are  safe  in  groping  our  own  way,  by 
•nr  own  threads,  through  the  intricacies 
of  any  foreign  system.  We  are  more  in 
the  open  air  with  our  own  law.  As  to 
which,  had  it  not  been  for  the  state  of  the 
Court  on  the  present  occasion,  I  should 
not  have  had*  the  very  shadow  of  a  doubt. 

In  considering  the  punishment  that 
ought  to  be  inflicted  on  Joseph  Gerald,(c)  in 
1794,  two  judges  take  occasion  to  dispose 
of  the  alleged  parity  of  his  intentions. 
One  of  their  lordships  says,  that  perfect 
innocence  of  intention  is  not  a  ground 
even  for  mitigation  of  punishment ;  and 
the  other  goes  the  length  of  holding  this 
circumstance  as  a  positive  aggravation. 
These  are  the  only  two  passages  in  the 
legal  proceedings  of  Scotland  that  I  am 
aware  of,  where  intention  has  been  struck 
out  as  an  element  of  sedition.  I  do  not 
suppose  that  they  will  be  copied  in  modem 
times. 

Baron  Hume  was  engaged,  I  believe,  in 
the  composition  of  his  work  while  these 

~Ta)  1  St.  Tr.  N.S.  1  ;  4  B.  &  Aid.  95. 

(6)  2  St.  Tr.  N.S.  61 ;  2  B.  &  C  257. 

(c)  See  Lord  Abercrombie,  28  St  Tr.  at 
p.  lOll. 


old  proceedings  were  going  on.  But,  in- 
stead of  seeing  anything  of  this  kind  in 
them,  the  principle  which  he  extracts  from 
them  is,  that  it  rea aires  a  combination  of 
intention  with  tendency  to  constitute  the 
offence — 

"  The  offence  reaches  all  the  practices,  kc^ 
which  are  suited  and  intended  to  disturb  the 
tranquillity  of  the  State." 

These  are  the  deliberate  words  of  a 
cautious  writer,  giving  to  posterity  the 
lesson  furnished  by  recent  proceedings, 
and  I  see  no  abandonment,  or  abatement, 
of  the  doctrine  in  any  other  pan  of  his 
Commentaries. 

Burnet  was  professionally  engaged  f<'r 
the  prosecution  in  almost  all  these  cases, 
and  all  his  feelings  were  on  that  side. 
Yet,  when  he  comes  to  describe  them  as 
an  institutional  instructor,  be  too  holds 
them  to  import  evil  intenKon  as  indispen- 
sable. After  giving  examples  of  seditious 
words,  he  adds,  that  they  are  seditious — 

"if  such  invectives  are  uttered  and  published 
in  such  a  form  as  is  calculated  to  excite  the 
people  to  violence  and  tumult,  and  proceed 
obWously  from  that  intent" 

In  the  case  of  ^atrdandlf' Iiare»,(a)  bad 
intention  was  not  charged  by  the  use  of 
this  expression;  nevertneiess,  the  words 
were  said  to  have  been  employed  wickedly, 
and  the  Lord  Justice-Ulerk  {Boyle)  in- 
structed the  j  ury  that 

**  criminal  intent  is  of  the  very  essence  of  the 
crime." 

I  do  not  rely  merely  on  these  detached 
expressions,  but  on  the  whole  scope,  and 
object,  and  spirit  of  the  charge.  It 
relates  to  little  else  than  to  the  sufficiency 
or  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  of  the 
moral  criminality  of  the  accused. 

I  cannot  abandon  authorities  so  ex- 
press, and  that  coincide  so  correctly  with 
the  general  principle.  But  I  rest  less 
even  on  these  authorities 'than  on  the 
undeviating  authority  of  our  libels.  I 
have  not  observed  a  single  one  where 
wickedness  of  mind  in  the  accused  has 
not  been  charged.  No  matter  how  it  is 
meant  to  be  proved,  it  has  always  been 
charged.  No  doubt  the  charges  have  not 
always  been  made  in  one  way,  nor  is  this 
necessary.  It  has  sometimes  been  made 
by  Betting  forth  that  the  language  '*  was 
oalculatea  and  intended  "  to  effect  a  cer- 
tain species  of  mischief.  At  other  times 
it  has  been  made  by  saying  it  was  done 
•*  wickedly  and  feloniously."  But,  what- 
ever the  form  has  been,  my  statement, 
after  all  I  have  heard  to-day,  is  that  not 
one  sustained  indictment  has  been  or  can 

(a)  8»  St  Tr.  1. 
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be  referred  to,  where  nothing  was  charged 
beyond  the  bare  fact  that  dangerous  words 
were  published.  It  seems  to  be  thouffht 
that  the  imputation  of  its  being  wickedly 
and  feloniously  meant  is  immaterial,  and 
this  merely  because  it  is  common.  These 
are  called  words  of  style,  and  so  they  are, 
just  because  they  are  so  necessary  tiiat 
they  are  neyer  omitted.  I  cannot  hold 
words  in  a  criminal  charge  to  haye  no 
meaning. 

'Accordingly,  what  is  it  tliat  the  greater 
part  of  all  &ials  for  sedition  are  about  P 
According  to  the  prosecutor's  view,  most 
of  them  ought  to  be  at  an  end  as  soon  as 
the  impt^rt  of  the  words  is  settled.  But 
the  struggle  of  almost  all  such  trials  is  to 
establish,  or  to  refute,  the  imputation  of 
the  prisoner's  guilty  mind,  as  a  thinff  not 
necessarily  involved  in  the  mere  tendency 
of  his  act.  If  what  I  haye  heard  in  this 
discussion  be  sound,  nearly  the  whole 
evidence,  the  whole  labour,  and  the  whole 
eloquence  of  such  proceedings  might  have 
been  sayed,  and  indeed  of  this  very 
case. 

But  really  the  whole  of  this  discussion 
is  superseded  by  the  special  terms  of  the 
particular  libel  before  us.  Whatever  it 
might  have  done  without,  it  does  contain, 
not  only  the  general  charge  of  wicked- 
ness, hot  a  specification  of  what  the 
wickedness  consisted  in,  vie.,  an  intention 
to  produce  disaffection  and  disorder.  This 
is  the  case  that  these  prisoners  were 
warned  to  meet.  This  alone  is  the  accu^ 
sation  that  was  found  relevant.  The  use 
of  these  words  shows  what  the  prosecutor 
understood  to  be  necessary  ;  ana  certainly 
the  intention  thus  introduced,  as  descrip- 
tive of  what  the  general  imputation  of 
wickedness  meant,  into  the  libel,  was  not 
left  out  of  the  trial.  I  was  not  present, 
but  the  communication  between  the  Court 
and  the  jury  implies  that  the  intention 
had  been  discussed,  and  was  meant  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  assise  as  a  matter  of 
relevancy  and  importance.  Tet  the  sub- 
stance of  the  prosecutor's  arguments  now  j 
is  that  this  was  entirely  immaterial,  and 
need  not  have  been  in  the  case  at  all. 

If  it  be  true  that  wickedness,  particu- 
larly of  intention,  is  no  necessary  part  of 
the  legal  crime,  then  it  must  be  true  that 
an  indictment,  or  a  verdict,  may  be  good, 
though  this  part  of  the  charge  or  of  the 
conviction  be  left  oat.  Anything  may  be 
omitted  which  is  useleps,  and  if  it  may  be 
omitted  at  all,  it  may  be  omitted  purposely 
and  openly.  Now,  suppose  an  indictment 
to  set  forth,  or  a  verdict  to  find,  or  a 
prisoner  to  plead,  that  the  publication  was 
calculated  to  provoke  disafiection,  but 
that  he  did  not  mean  this,  and  that  this 
being  the  only  criminal  object  charged,  be 
had  no  criminal  feeling  whatever.    I  do 


not  belieye  that  such  an  indictment,  or 
verdict,  or  plea,  would  be  thought  suf- 
ficient. 

Assuming,  therefore,  that  guiltiness, 
and  in  this  case  guiltiness  of  intention,  is 
essential  to  the  ofience,  and  that,  though 
provable  by  the  mere  force  of  the  words, 
it  is  the  jary  that  must  find  it  proved,  the 
question  is  whether  they  have  done  so 
here.  This  brings  us  to  the  construction 
of  the  verdict. 

No  yerdict  ought  ever  to  be  strained  in 
order  to  give  it  a  meaning  which  it  does 
not  plainly  express,  least  of  all  should  it 
eyer  be  strained  against  a  prisoner.  On 
the  contrary,  every  possible  benefit  ought 
to  be  given  to  a  prisoner  that  the  words 
admit  of.  In  particular,  wherever  a  oir* 
cumstance  essential  for  his  conviction  is 
not  found,  he  is  entitled  to  have  a  verdic  t 
considered  as  a  verdict  of  acquittal. 

The  verdict  before  us  does  not  find  the 
prisoners  simply  guilty,  nor  guilty  as 
libelled,  nor  guilty  simply  of  sedition. 
Any  of  these  would  have  done,  because 
under  these  general  terms  would  have 
been  included  whatever  was  in  the  charges. 
The  words  **  guilty  of  sedition  "  no  doubb 
are  in  the  yerdict,  and  a  great  portion  of 
the  reasoning  I  have  heard  seems  to  me 
to  imply  that  no  other  words  are  to  be 
cared  for.  But  I  cannot  stop  there,  be- 
cause the  finding  of  guilty  of  sedition  is 
connected  with  an  explanation,  or  rather 
with  a  limitation,  ana  I  must  take  this 
into  view  also. 

The  prisoners  were  not  charged  with  the 
abstract  use  of  improper  language.  They 
were  charged  with  using  this  language 
wickedly,  and  the  species  of  wickedness 
was  described  as  consisting  of  an  intention 
to  produce  the  mischief  for  which  the 
words  were  calculated.  Now  the  jury 
find  them  guilty  of  (he  ab:$tract  fact,  but 
not  of  the  guilty  quality.  They  find  each 
guilty  of  sedition,  "in  so  far  as  that  be 
used  lan^nge  calculated  to  excite  popular 
disaffection  and  resistance  to  lawful  au- 
thority." A  lunatic  might  have  done  this. 
As  I  read  this,  it  means,  when  legally 
construed,  that  they  are  acquitted  of  every- 
thing else,  particularly  of  all  maltu  anvmus. 

They  are  guilty  in  so  far so  far  as 

what  P  —  as  ^that  they  used  words  of  a 
specified  tendency.  ThiH  is  not  a  virtual, 
but  a  positive  exclusion  of  everything 
charged  but  not  found ;  and  among  other 
things  it  is  an  exclusion,  not  only  of  the 
wicked  intention  with  which  the  words 
were  connected  in  the  accusation,  but  of 
all  the  other  guilt,  if  there  be  any,  in  the 
indictment.  It  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  the  verdict  would  have  been  at  all 
more  favourable  for  the  prisoners  if  it 
had,  in  express  terms,  found  the  prisoneis 
not  guilty  of  those  parts  of  the  libel  which 
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impated  wickedness  or  intended  mischief 
to  them.  It  is  in  yain  to  refer  to  the 
wordd  as  proving  the  s^ilt.  because,  ad- 
mitting as  I  do  both  the  competency  and 
the  sufficiency  of  this  proof,  it  was  the 
province  of  the  jury  alone  to  apply  it,  and 
this  they  have  not  done.  We  have  no 
right  to  speculate  about  their  probable 
meaning.  I  think  I  can  ascribe  the  first 
part  of  their  verdict  to  a  rational  ground 
enough,  consistently  with  an  intention  in 
the  second  part  to  acquit  the  prisoners. 
But  if  they  really  meant  to  convict,  I  have 
great  difficulty  in  conceiving  how  they 
could  limit  the  conviction  to  the  bare  use 
of  the  words.  Looking  therefore  at  the 
terms  of  the  verdict,  I  hold  it  to  contain  a 
finding  of  guilty  of  sedition,  with  a  limi- 
tation which,  in  law,  makes  no  sedition. 
It  seems  to  me  to  come  very  near  the 
celebrated  English  case,  where  the  iury 
were  satisfied  that  the  words  had  been 
published  (no  matter  whether  by  speaking 
or  by  printing),  but  were  not  satisfied 
about  anything  else,  and  therefore  found 
the  piisoner  guilty  **  of  publishing  only." 
No  sentence  followed  on  this  verdict.  The 
correct  translation  of  the  present  verdict 
is  :  '*  Find  the  prisoners  guilty  of  whatever 
sedition  there  is  in  the  mere  use  of  dan- 
gerous language,  but  acquit  them  of  per- 
sonal blame*'*  In  short,  we  condemn  the 
language,  but  not  the  men ;  at  least, 
whatever  wo  may  think  of  their  intemper- 
ance, we  do  not  think  them  seditious, 
unless  the  mere  uttering  of  the  words 
constitutes  sedition.  The  bare  utterance 
might  as  evidence  have  warranted  the 
jury  in  inferring  malus  animus,  but  they 
not  having  inferred  this,  but  having 
restricted  their  finding  to  the  abstract 
fact  of  the  use  of  the  words,  the  Court 
has  no  right  to  make  the  inference  for 
them. 

But  we  are  not  now  entitled  to  confine 
our  attention  merely  to  the  terms  of  the 
verdict.  Whether  the  communication  that 
took  place  between  the  jury  and  the  Court 
ought  to  have  been  introduced  as  con- 
nected with  the  verdict,  I  do  not  say. 
But  it  was  introduced,  authoritatively,  on 
the  motion  of  the  prisoner,  and  without 
objection  by  the  prosecutor.  Its  import 
was  thati  on  its  being  put  to  thora,  the 
jury  stivted  that  thoy  unanimously  meant 
to  leave  the  word  *'  intended  '*  out  of  their 
verdict.  I  hold  the  meaning  of  this  to 
be,  that  they  meant  to  acquit,  or  not  to 
convict,  of  wickedness  of  intention. 

Now,  what  is  the  substance  of  the  pro- 
secutor's claim  P  It  is  that  wickedness  of 
intention  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  use  of 
the  language,  and  that,  therefore,  though 
the  jury  has  not  only  not  drawn,  but  has 
unanimoasly  disclaimed,  the  inference, 
still  this  very  inference  is  to  be  extracted, 


by  ingenious  interpretation,  out  of  the 
very  words  by  which  the  disclamation  was 
followed.  I  do  not  presume  to  dictate,  or 
to  sugc:est,  to  any  one  else  ;  bat,  for  my- 
self, I  must  say  that  I  recoil  from  this 
construction.  I  could  not  go  into  it  with- 
out a  consciousness  that  I  was  absolutely 
reversing  what  it  wa^  judicially  explained 
that  the  jury  intended.  It  is  this  feeling 
that  makes  the  whole  discussion  to  me  so 
painful.  I  think  that  we  are  not  giving 
effect  to  that  of  which  the  jury  unques- 
tionably meant  to  acquit;  and  that  we 
abstain  from  doing  so,  by  an  interpretation 
which  is  at  the  least  aiot  necessary,  of  the 
very  words  which  the  Court  took  from 
the  jury  as  consistent  with  that  ac- 
quittal. 

It  may  possibly  result  in  there  having 
been  a  miscarriage  at  the  trial.  Bat  this 
is  a  misfortune  of  which  the  prisoners  are 
entitled  to  the  benefit. 

Lord  Wood  :  The  opinion  I  had  formed, 
upon  considering  the  argument  which 
was  submitted  to  us,  and  the  authorities 
cited,  was  that  the  verdict  is  good ;  and  I 
am  confirmed  in  it  by  your  lordships  who 
have  taken  the  same  view. 

After  the  whole  subject  has  been  so 
fully  exhausted  it  could  serve  no  purpose, 
and  indeed  would  only  be  a  useless  con- 
sumption of  time,  to  go  over  it  again  in 
dotaii.  I  ^hall  therefore  only  say,  that 
when  I  consider  the  charge  of  sedition  in 
the  indictment,  which  is  now  alone  in 
question,  the  manner  in  which  it  is  there 
laid,  all  the  acts  and  conduct  libelled 
being  averred  to  have  been  done  and 
uttered  seditiously,  and  the  law  and  prac- 
tice relative  to  the  ofi'ence,  and  to  the 
form  and  style  of  the  libel,  of  which  there 
are  numerous  instances  where  no  special 
inteifttion  is  set  forth,  and  when,  with 
reference  to  these  things,  I  read  the  ver- 
dict as  it  stands,  but  giving  at  the  same 
time  the  utmost  efieot  to  which,  as  I 
think,  the  explanation  accompanying  it  is 
entitled,  and  after  which  explanation  the 
verdict  as  it  is  worded  was  deliberately 
adhered  to,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  a 
good  and  unobjectionable  verdict  of  guilty 
of  sedition ;  that  is,  guilty  of  the  acts  of 
sedition  libelled,  to  the  extent  mentioned 
in  the  verdict,  although  the  verdict  omits 
to  find  a  part  of  what  is  libelled,  vis., 
the  special  intention  libelled,  which,  I 
apprehend,  has  only  an  intensive  meaning, 
and  is  laid  merely  as  descriptive  of  one 
specific  quality  of  the  crime  charged,  but 
not  as  an  essential  element  in  the  crime, 
which  by  law  it  does  not  require  to  be, 
and  which  specific  intention,  therefore, 
it  was  not  necessary  to  establish  by  proof, 
or  consequently  to  have  found  by  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury,  in  order  to  render  the 
verdict  sufficient  to  warrant  a  senteuco 
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being  corapetentlj  and  etfectually  passed 
upon  it  (a) 

Thereafter  Lords  Mackenzie,  Cookhum, 
and  Wood  withdrew,  .leaving  the  Lords 
JusHce-Clei  h,  Mancreiff,  and  Medwyn,  be- 
fore whom  the  case  had  been  tried,  to 
pronounce  sentence. 

Lord  MoNCREiPF :  My  lords,  I  am  happy 
to  have  it  to  say,  that,  having  sat  on  this 
Criminal  Bench  for  nineteen  years,  I  have 
not  been  called  on  to  take  any  part  in  a 
trial  of  sedition  until  this  time.  But  the 
case  has  occurred  now ;  and  it  is  impos- 
sible, in  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  indictment  was  framed,  not  to  see 
that  there  was  an  absolute  necessity  laid 
on  the  authorities  to  bring  the  matter 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Court,  con- 
sidering that  the  indictment  contained 
very  serious  charges  a^inst  the  prisoners. 
'Jlie  charge  of  conspiracy,  in  the  terms 
libelled,  is  of  a  very  serious  character. 
It  has,  however,  fortunately  for  the  pri- 
soners at  the  bar,  according  to  the  view 
of  the  case  I  take,  turned  out  that  the 
charge  of  conspiracy  bus  not  been  proved 
against  them ;  and,  that  being  the  case, 
it  is  laid  aside.  But  we  come  to  the 
charffe  of  sedition;  and  the  jury  have 
found  the  prisoners  guilty  of  sedition  in 
the  particular  terms  expressed  in  their 
verdict.  No  doubt,  unquestionably,  the 
finding  them  guilty  of  that  charge  of  sedi- 
tion, even  in  the  modified  terms  in  which 
it  appears,  implies  a  cei*tain  criminal  in- 
tention, the  intention  of  speaking  these 
words,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
and  the  jury,  are  seditious;  and,  without 
going  into  any  other  of  the  particulars,  I 
must  say,  that  it  is  impossible  for  any 
man  to  read  these  speeches,  and  par- 
ticularly to  read  the  whole  of  them  as 
given  to  the  jury — it  is  impossible,  I  say, 
for  any  man  of  sober  and  calm  mind, 
looking  to  the  interests  of  the  country, 
not  to  see  that  they  are  seditious  in  the 
character  which  the  jury  have  given 
them ;  namely,  that  they  were  calculated 
to  excite  popular  disafi'ection  to  the  Go- 
vernment, and  to  excite  resistance  to  the 
lawful  authorities.  If  they  had  any  mean- 
ing at  all,  they  have  that  meaning  and 
import.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties,  but  certainly  they  have 
that  character  and  import,  as  has  been 
found  by  the  jury.  It  would  be  a  sad 
matter  indeed,  if  the  delivery  of  such 
speeches,  in  large  assemblies  of  persons, 
one  of  these  assemblies  iu  a  room  con- 

(a)  Lord  Cockbum  states  (Trials  for  Sedi- 
tion, vol.  2,  p.  243),  that  Lord  Campbell,  whom 
he  afterwards  cout»ulted,  thought  that  this  ver- 
dict was  the  same  in  principle  as  the  Eoclibh 
abirtive  verdict  of  "guilty  of  publit:liing 
onl>." 


sisting  of  six,  seven,  or  eight  hundred 
persons,  and  another  in  the  open  field  of 
Bruntsfield  Links,  where  some  thousands 
were  present,  were  to  be  allowed,  where 
che  language  of  those  speeches  was  of 
dangerous  tendency  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  country.  I  will  not  allow  myself 
to  enter  into  the  matter  on  which  these 
speeches  are  founded,  nor  to  enter  into 
the  views  of  these  prisoners,  or  of  the 
Association  to  which  they  belonged ;  but 
I  will  only  say,  if  these  views  were  to  be 
accomplished  in  the  manner  the  speakers 
seem  to  suggest,  they  were  of  the  most 
dangerous  character  for  the  best  interests 
of  this  country.  Bat  when  I  say  this,  I 
have  to  say,  that  it  is  with  great  pain 
that  I  am  called  upon  to  propose  sentence 
in  the  case.  I  wish  I  could  have  been 
saved  this  pain.  Undoubtedly  it  is  very 
painful  to  move  a  sentence  against  such 
persons  as  the  paunels  at  the  bar,  who 
appear  in  other  respects  to  have  been 
respectable  individuals.  But  we  must 
dihcharge  our  duty  to  the  country.  Tho 
law  must  be  puv,  in  force,  and  the  Court 
cannot  ]>ermit  such  things  to  go  on  with- 
out punishment;  and  when  the  jury  have 
found  the  prisoners  guilty  of  seditious 
speeches,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Court  to 
pronounce  such  a  sentence  as  to  show  to 
others  that  similar  practices  cannot  be 
permitted  with  impunity. 

It  is  a  great  consolation  for  me  to 
think,  that  now,  as  the  case  stands  before 
us,  it  is  undoubtedly  a  very  mitigated 
case  of  sedition.  I  give  all  weight  to  the 
judgment  of  the  jury  in  disavowing  the 
intentions  of  the  parties,  namely,  that 
their  speeches  were  intended  to  produ  e 
what  is  stated  in  the  libel.  I  take  all  this 
into  consideration  ;  and  I  take  into  con- 
sideration the  finding  of  the  jury,  that  the 
serious  charge  of  conspiracy  is  out  of  the 
case.  We  are  called  upon,  therefore,  to 
consider  what  sentence  we  ought  to  pro- 
nounce with  all  possible  leniency  to  the 
prisoners  ;  and  the  sentence  which  I  have 
to  propose  cannot  be  thought  by  any  por- 
tion of  the  community  to  be  a  severe 
punishment  in  such  a  case;  and  I  am 
willing  to  believe  that  it  must  appear  to 
every  person  of  sober  understanding  to  be 
as  lenient  as  the  Court  can  pronounce. 
The  sentence  which  I  propose  is,  im- 
prisonment for  each  of  the  prisoners  for  a 
period  of  four  calendar  months. 

Lord  Mbdwyn:  I  concur  in  the  proposi- 
tion of  my  Lord  Moncreiff, 

The  Lord  Justice-Clekk  :  Henry  Banken 
and  Eohert  Hamilton,  if,  after  the  period 
of  refiection  which  you  have  haa,  you 
entertain  and  cherish  the  sentitnents  and 
opinioL^B  which  have  been  proved  in 
evidence  to  have  been  delivered  by  you, 
it  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  Bay  one 
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The  sentence  of  the  Court  is,  that  jon, 
Henry  Banken  and  Bohert  HamiHon,  be 
imprisoned  for  Four  Calendar  Months. 


word  more  in  pronouncing  the  sentence  of 
the  Court  than  this,  that  the  object  of  the 
punishment  is  to  deter  you  and  others 
from  oommitting  a  like  offence  in  time  to 
come.  I  have  to  say,  that  in  regard  to 
you,  in  particular,  the  repetition  of  a 
similar  ouenoe,  after  punishment  has  been 
ouoe  inflicted  by  this  Court,  must  operate 
most  prejudicially  against  you  in  the 
event  of  further  conviction.  But  I  would 
fain  hope  and  trast,  and  I  express  it  with 
sincerity,  that,  from  your  demeanour — I 
have  gathered  it  in  one  way  or  another,  I 
cannot  tell  how— but  I  have  ^thered 
throughout  the  course  of  this  trial,  from 
^our  whole  manner  and  demeanour,  that 
It  is  not  likely  that  you  will  again  ru»h 
wantonly  and  recklessly  into  the  use  of 
such  language  as  you  did  upon  the  occa- 
sions libellea.  From  the  situation  which 
I  hold,  I  think  it  also  my  duty  to  say, 
that  I  do  not  think  the  authorities  of  this 
place  interfered  one  day  too  soon  to  prevent 
and  stop  the  meetiugs  at  which  such  Ian* 
guage  had  been  openTyand  constantly  used. 


MATERIALS  MADE  USB  OF. — ^The  abovo  re- 
port of  the  trial  is  compiled  from  a  copy 
lent  by  the  Birmingham  Law  Society  of 
the  ' '  Trial  of  «7<>^7»  Orant,  Henry  Ranken, 
and  Robert  Hamilton,  charged  with  con- 
spiracy and  sedition  before  the  High 
Court  of  Justiciary,  November  18fe. 
With  the  speeches  of  counsel  revised  ^y 
themselves.  Edinburgh,  Thomas  Con- 
stable, 1849.  The  report  of  the  subsequent 
proceedings  is  founded  on  J.  Shaw's  Jus- 
ticiary Beports,  17,  as  to  which  see  the 
remarks  of  Lord  Justice  General  Inglis, 
above,  p.  506.  Logan*8  objection  to  the 
Terdict,  pp.  585-6,  is  stated  in  the  terms 
of  the  official  record  in  the  Books  of  Ad- 
journal, furnished  by  the  Clerk  of  Jus- 
ticiary; the  report  of  the  rest  of  the 
argument  is  founded  on  Shaw's  report, 
from  which,  also,  the  opinions  of  the 
Lords  are  taken. 
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THE  QUEEN  agaiTist  FRANCIS  O'DONNELL  AND  OTHERS. 


Trial  of  Francis  O'Doxnell,  Joseph  Cuddy,  Matthew  Somers,  Robert 
Hopper,  Edward  Murpht,  James  O'Brien,  Martin  Boshell,  George 
Smyth,  and  Peter  Herbert  Delamere,  for  a  Seditious  Conspiracy, 
AT  the  Liverpool  Winter  Assizes,  before  Erle,  J.,  December 
11, 12,  A?JDl3,  1848. 

Indictment  for  seditious  conspiracy.  Evidence  was  given  that  the  defendants,  who  were  Irish 
Confederates  residing  in  Liverpool,  conspired  to  hold  seditions  meetings,  to  send  arms  to  Ireland, 
to  organize  the  Irish  in  Liverpool  into  clubs,  and  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  Chartists  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  Union  with  Ireland,  and  carrying  the  six  points 
of  the  People's  Charter. 

Indictment — Misdemeanor  by  conspiracy  to  levy  war. 

Ruled  by  Erie,  J.— 

A  count  for  conspiracy  is  not  bad  because  one  of  the  overt  acts  averred  would  support  a 
charge  of  treason. (a) 

A  count  charging  as  a  misdemeanor,  thai  the  defendants  with  force  and  arms  conspired 
to  levy  war  against  the  Queen,  is  not  bad,  as  containing  a  charge  of  treason  under 
25  Edw.  3.  

(a)  Cf.  Reg.  v.  Gumming,  above,  p.  585. 


In  the  early  part  of  1848  Terence 
M'Manue,  Lawrence  Beynolds,  com-, 
monly  called  Dr.  Beynolda,  aud  other 
Irish  Confederates  residing  in  Liverpool, 
began  to  organize  the  Irish  in  Liverpool 
in  clubs  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
agitation  in  Ireland,  and  endeavoured  to 
secure  the  co-operation  of  the  English 
Chartists.  Nnmerous  meetings  were  held 
at  which  inflammatory  speeches  were  de- 
livered urging  the  people  to  arm  aud  resist 
the  Government.  Dr.  Beynolde  opened  a 
shop  in  Liverpool  for  the  sale  of  pikes  and 
guns,  and  measures  were  taken  to  send 
arms  to  Ireland  to  be  used  in  an  insurrec- 
tion there,  and,  also,  to  arm  the  Irish  and 
Chartists  in  Liverpool.  On  July  22ad  a 
man  was  arrested  in  Liverpool  carrying  a 
8iU;k  of  pikes,  which  he  stated  were  to  be 
sent  to  Water  ford,  and  other  arrests  fol- 
lowed. M'Mantie  left  Liverpool  on  July 
25th  to  take  part  in  Smith  O'Brien's 
rising,  for  which  he  was  afterwards  con- 
victed of  high  trea8on(a).  At  the  Liverpool 
Summer  Assizes  the  grand  jury  folhid  a 
true  bill  for  seditious  conspiracy  against 
liPManuB,  Beynolda,  and  fourteen  others. 
Beynolda  escaped  to  America.  At  the 
ensuing  Wintet  Assizes  O'VonneU,  Cuddy. 
Somers,  Mopper,  Edward  Murphy,  James 
O'Btien,  Boshell,  Smyth,  and  Delamere 
were  tried  before  Erie,  J.,  December  11, 
1848. 

Counsel  for  the  Crown :  The  Attorn^- 
General  (Sir  John  Jervia),{h)  Enowles,  Q.C., 
Wel8:iy,  Orompton,(o)  and  Faget, 

(a)  See  below,  App.  A.  p.l087. 

(6)  Afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  C.P. 

(c)  Afterwards  a  Justice  of  Q.B. 


Counsel  for  the  prisoners:  Segar  for 
Delamere;  Edward  James  for  Boshell; 
Dearsly  for  Smyth;  0.  F.  FoUock  and 
Simon  for  O'DomM,  Ouddy,  Somers,  Hop-' 
per,  and  Murphy ;  Atkinson  for  O'Brien. 

Faget  opened  the  indictment. 

iNmCTMKNT. 

That  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  Ist  day  of 
January,  a.d.  1848,  and  on  divers  other  days 
and  times  before  the  taking  of  this  inquisition, 
Terence  Bellew  M*Manus,  bite  of  the  borough 
of  Liverpool  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  gentle- 
man, Lawrence  Reynolds,  late  of  Liverpool 
aforesaid,  gentleman,  Patrick  Murphy,  late  of 
Liverpool  aforesaid,  gentleman,  Francis  O'Don- 
nell  late  of  Liverpool  aforesaid,  gentleman, 
Poter  Herbert  Delamere,  late  of  Liverpool  afore- 
said, gentleman,  Joseph  Cuddy,  late  of  Liver- 
pool aforesaid,  labourer,  Matthew  Somers,  late 
of  Liverpool  aforesaid,  labourer,  Kobert  Hopper, 
late  of  Liverpool  aforesaid,  labourer,  Edward 
Murphy,  late  of  Liverpool  aforesaid,  labourer, 
James  Laffin,  late  of  Liverpool  aforesaid, 
labourer,  Martin  Boshell,  late  of  Liverpool 
aforesaid,  labourer,  Thomas  0*Brien,  late  of 
Liverpool  aforesaid,  labourer,  George  Smyth, 
late  of  Liverpool  aforesaid,  labourer,  Patrick 
O'Hanlon,  late  of  Liverpool  aforesaid,  labourer, 
Jam(*s  O'Brien,  Ute  of  Liverpool  aforesaid, 
labourer,  and  James  Campbell,  late  of  Liver- 
pool aforesaid,  labourer,  together  with  divers 
other  evil-disposed  persons  to  the  jurors  afore- 
said unknown,  with  force  and  arms,  did  conspire, 
combine,  confederate,  and  agree  together  to 
procure  and  to  send  and  transmit  to  that  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  called  Ireland  divers  large  quantities  of 
arms  and  offensive  weapons  to  be,  and  that  the 
sanie  might  be,  there,  to  wit,  in  Ireland  afore- 
said, U!»ed  aud  employed  by  divers  other  evil- 
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disposed  persons  in  Ireland  aforesaid,  to  the 
jurors  aforesaid  unknown,  in  the  breach  and 
disturbance  of  the  peace  of  our  said  Lady  the 
Queen  in  the  said  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  palled  Ireland,  and 
in  opposing,  resisting,  impeding,  and  hindering 
by  force  and  violence  the  execution  of  the  laws 
of  the  realm  in  the  said  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  called 
Ireland,  and  for  the  purpose  of  insurrection, 
tumult,  violence,  and  breach  of  the  peace  there, 
and  did  {Itt  overt  act),  to  wit,  &c.,  in  pursuance 
of  the  said  unlawful  conspiracy,  &c.,  procure  and 
obtain  divers  large  quantities  of  arms  and 
offensive  weapon*,  to  wit,  1,000  pikes,  for  tKe  pur- 
pose and  with  the  intent  aforesaid,  and  did  (2n</ 
overt  act),  then  and  there,  to  wit,  &c.,in  further 
pursuance,  &c.,  attempt  and  contrive  to  send  and 
transmit  and  forward  Uie  said  arms  and  weapons 
BO  by  them  procured  and  obtained  as  aforesaid, 
to  wit,  the  said  pikes,  to  Ireland  aforesaid,  to 
be  there  used  and  employed  as  aforesaid  in 
contempt  of  our  said  Lady,  &c. 

Second  Count, 
That  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  said  Ist  day  of 
January,  a.d.  1848,  divers  evil-disposed  persons 
to  the  jurors  unknown,  in  that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
called  Ireland,  being,  to  wit,  then  and  there 
subjects  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  did 
conspire  and  confederate  together  by  force  and 
arms,  to  wit,  with  guns,  pikes,  and  other  un- 
lawful weapons,  unlawfully  to  disturb  the  peace 
of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  and  to  obstruct 
and  prevent  the  execution  of  the  laws  in  the 
said  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britam  and  Ireland  called  Ireland,  and  to  raise 
and  make  tumults,  unlawful  assemblies,  riots, 
and  insurrections  there.  And  the  jurors  afore- 
said, upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do  further  pre- 
sent that  [a//  the  defendants,  ^c.\,  well  know- 
ing the  premises  in  this  count  mentioned,  and 
contriving,  and  wickedly  devising,  and  intending 
to  aid  and  assist  the  said  evil-disposed  persons 
to  the  jurors  unknown  in  Ireland  aforesaid  in 
their  said  unlawful  conspiracy  and  confederacy, 
heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  said  1st  day  of 
January,  A.D.  1848,  and  on  divers  other  days 
and  times  between  that  day  and  the  taking  of 
this  inquisition  at  the  borough  aforesaid  in  the 
county  aioresaid,  unlawfVilly  amongst  themselves 
did  conspire,  combine,  confederate,  and  agree 
together  to  aid  and  assist  the  said  evil-disposed 
persons  in  Ireland  aforesaid  in  carrying  on 
their  said  unlawful  conspiracy  and  confederacy 
by  procuring  divers  great  quantities  of  arms  and 
offensive  weaptms,  and  sending  and  transporting 
the  same  to  them  in  Ireland  aforesaid,  to  be  by 
them  there  used  and  employed  in  carrying  on 
the  said  unlawful  conspiracy  and  confederacy 
in  Ireland  aforesaid,  and  for  the  purposes 
thereof;  and  that  £a//  the  defendants,  ^'c. 
{overt  act)l,  in  pursuance  of  and  according  to  the 
said  unlawful  conspiracy,  combination,  con- 
federacy, and  agreement  amongst  themselves 
had,  as  last  aforesaid  did  hereton)re,  to  wit,  on 
on  the  said  first  day  of  January  and  on  divers 
other  days  and  times  between  that  day  and  the 
day   of  the   taking  of   this   inquisition  at   the 


borough  aforesaid  in  the  county  aforesaid,  un- 
lawfully procure  and  obtain  divers  irreai  quan- 
tities of  arms  aud  offensive  weapons,  to  wit. 
100  pikes,  100  guns,  and  100  cutlasses,  with  the 
intent  then  and  there  to  send  the  same  to  Ire- 
land aforesaid  to  the  said  other  evil-disposeil 
persons  in  Ireland,  to  the  said  jurors  unknown, 
to  be  by  them  there  used  and  employed  in 
carrying  on  their  said  unlawful  conspiracy  and 
confederacy  in  Ireland  aforesaid,  and  for  the 
purposes  thereof,  in  contempt  of  our  said  Lady 
the  Queen,  &c. 

The  third  couDt  stated  a  oonspiracj  in 
Ireland  to  diettirb  the  peace  of  and  ob- 
stract  the  execation  of  the  laws  in  Ireland, 
and  to  raise  and  make  tumnlts,  unlawfal 
assemblies,  riots,  and  insurrections,  and 
that  the  defendants  conspired  to  assist 
the  said  conspiracy. 

Fourth  Count, 
That  heretofore  [all  the  defendants,  together, 
^c.\  did  unlawfully  conspire,  combine,  cou- 
federate,  and  agree  together  to  raise  insurrec- 
tions, riots,  tumults,  unlawful  a&semblies,  and 
breaches  of  the  peace,  and  to  arm  themselven 
and  to  cause  other  liege  subjects  of  our  Lady 
the  (^ueen  to  procure  arms  ft>r  the  purpose  of 
therewith  obstructing  and  preventing  by  foi-ee 
the  execution  of  the  laws  of  this  realm,  and  the 
preservation  uf  the  peace  of  our  said  Lady  tee 
Queen,  and  \(pvert  act)  that  ail  the  defend- 
ants, together,  ffc,  in  pursuwice,  j-c]  did  pro- 
cure and  obtain  divers  arms  and  offensive 
weapons,  to  wit,  100  g^ns,  100  swords,  100 
cutlasses,  and  100  oikee,  for  the  purpose  and 
with  the  intent  in  this  count  before  in  that  behalf 
mentioned,  in  contempt,  &c. 

Fifth  Count 

That-  heretofore  [all  the  defendants,  together, 
jfc]  did  unlawfully  and  wickedly  with  force  and 
arms  conspire,  combine,  confederate,  and  agree 
together  amung^t  themselves  to  incite  and  move 
divers  of  the  liege  subjects  of  our  said  Lady 
the  Queen  to  raise,  make,  and  commit  insur- 
rections, riots,  tumults,  unlawful  assemblies, 
and  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  to  arm  them- 
selves the  said  la&t-mentioned  liege  subjects, 
and  to  procure  arms  for  themselves  the  said 
last-mentioned  liege  subjects  for  the  purpose  of 
ther^y  obstructing  and  preventing  by  force  the 
execution  of  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  the  pre- 
servation of  the  public  peace,  in  contempt,  &c. 

Siatth  Coun$. 

That  heretofore  [all  the  defendants  together, 
ffc.J  did  unlawfully  and  wickedly  conspire,  com- 
bine, confederate,  and  agree  together  amongst 
themselves  unlawfully  to  raise  and  make  insur- 
rections, riots,  tumults,  unlawful  assemblies 
and  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  to  arm  them- 
selves and  procure  arms  for  the  purpose  of  so 
doing,  and  of  obstructing  and  preventing  by 
force  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  the  realm 
and  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  in  con- 
tempt, &c. 
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8€vefUh  Oount. 

That  loll  the  defendants  together,  ^c,J  did 
anlawfalTy  and  wickedly  conspire,  combioe,  con- 
federate, and  agree  together  amongst  themselves 
uulawfullj  and  wickedly  to  procure  and  obtain 
arms  and  ofiensive  weapons,  to  wit,  pikes,  guns, 
and  cutlasses,  for  the  purpose  and  with  the  in- 
tent of  then  and  there,  and  with  and  by  means 
of  the  said  arms  and  weapons,  disturbing  the 
peace  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  and  obstruct- 
ing, preventing,  and  impeding  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  to  wit,  at  the  borough  aforesaid  in  the 
county  aforesaid,  in  contempt,  &c. 

Eighth  Count. 

That  lali  the  defendants  together,  ^c.J 
did  unlawfully  and  wickedly  conspire,  com- 
bine, confederate,  and  agree  amongst  themselves 
to  procure,  cause,  and  induce  divers  liege  sub- 
jects of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  to  form,  in- 
stitute, enter  into,  and  orgimize  secret,  wicked, 
and  unlawful  societies,  associations,  and  clubs 
of  disaffected  and  evil-disposed  persons,  for  the 
purpose  and  with  the  intent  and  design,  by 
means  of  such  secret,  wicked,  aud  unlawful 
societies,  associations,  and  clubs  of  disaffected 
and  evil-disposed  persons,  to  create  terror  and 
disaffection  amongst  the  liege  subjects  of  our 
said  Lady  the  Queen  at  the  borough  aforesaid  in 
the  county  aforesaid,  and  to  hinder,  impede,  and 
prevent  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  this 
realm,  in  contempt,  &c. 

Ninth  Count. 

That  [all  the  defendanU  together,  ^c] 
did  unlawfully  and  wickedly  conspire,  com- 
bine, confederate,  and  agree  together  amongst 
themselves  to  form,  institute,  enter  into,  Hud 
organize,  as  well  amongst  themselves  as  with 
and  amongst  other  liege  subjects  of  our  said 
Lady  the  Queen,  secret,  wicked,  and  unlawful 
societies,  associations,  and  clubs  of  divers  and 
very  many  persons  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the 
intent  and  design,  of  procuring  and  obtaining 
arms  and  offensive  weapons,  to  wit,  guns,  swords, 
and  pikes,  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the  intent 
and  design,  of  creating  terror  and  alarm  amongst 
the  liege  subjects  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen, 
to  wit,  at  the  borough  aforesaid  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  and  of  hindering,  impeding,  and  pre- 
venting  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  this 
realm,  in  contempt,  &c. 

Tenth  Count 
That  lall  the  defendants  together,  j-c] 
did  with  force  and  arms  at  the  borough 
aforesaid  in  the  county  aforesaid  unlawfully  and 
wickedly  conspire,  combine,  confederate,  and 
agree  amongst  themselves  to  form,  institute, 
enter  into,  and  organize  secret,  wicked,  and  un- 
lawful societies,  associations,  and  clubs  of  divers 
persons  for  the  purpose  of  disturbing  the  peace 
of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  and  hindering,  im- 
peding, and  preventing  the  execution  of  the  laws 
of  this  realm,  in  contempt,  &c. 

Eleventh  Cowni. 
That    laU    the     defendants    together,    ^c] 
with  force  and  arms  did  unlawfully  conspire, 
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;  combine,    confederate,    and    agree     together, 
I  with  arms  and  offensive  weapons,  to  wit,  guns 
I  and  pikes,  to  create,  make,  and  commit  riots, 
routs,  tumults,  insurrections,  and  unlawful  as- 
I  semblies,  and  to  levy  war  against  our  said  Lady 
;  the  Queen,  to  wit,  at  the  borough  aforesaid  in 
I  the  county  aforesaid,  in  contempt  of  our  said 
I  Lady  the  Queen  and  her  laws,  to  the  evil  ex- 
ample of  all  others  in  like  case  offending,  and 
against,  &c. 

Opening  Speech  fOR  the  Oeown. 

The  Attorney' General  in  opening  the 
case  : 

,      The  charge  against  these  defendants  is 
;  that  they  agreed  or  conspired  together  for 
\  two  purposes,  to  aid  and  assist  the  Irish 
I  in  their  rebellion  in  that  country,  and  to 
'  cause    insurrection    here.      And    I   fear, 
I  when  you  hear  the  evidence,  you  will  be 
I  of  opinion  that  their  object  was  not  oon- 
i  fined  simply  to  a  rising  and  arming  in 
I  this  country,  but  that  they  threatened  and 
.  were  prepared  to  fire  both  Liverpool  and 
Manchester,  if  the  Government  did  not 
j  yield  to  the  terror  of  their  acts,  and  re- 
lease the  persona  with  whom  they  were 
I  co-operating  in  Lreland. 
'      The  charge,  therefore,  is  of  very  con- 
siderable enormity,  and  those  who  repre- 
sent  the  Government   would   not   have 
been   doing  their  duty  to  the  public  if 
they  had  not  assertea  the  rigour  of  the 
law  by  punishing  persons  engaged  in  pur- 
suits of  this  description,  to  satisfy  the 
well-disposed  that  wo  are  willing  to  pro- 
tect them,  and  to  deter  others  who  may 
be  misled  by  the  example  of  man  like  the 
defendants  from  following  their  ruinous 
pursuits. 

Ton  are  well  aware  that  shortly  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  0*  Connelly  there  was  a 
division  among  the  Repcalors  into  what 
were  called  Old  and  Young  Irelanders ;  that 
is,  those  who  were  willing  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  their  object  by  moral  means  and 
reason,  and  those  who  were  determined  to 
obtain  it  by  force.  Shortly  after  the  death 
of  Mr.  O'ConneU  in  the  year  1847,  a  per- 
son of  the  name  of  Meagher,  since  con- 
victed of  high  treason  in  Ireland, (a)  came 
to  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
together  what  were  called  the  Tn- 
assooiated  Bepealers.  The  defendant 
Smyth  and  others  were  present  when 
he  addressed  them,  and  a  body  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  associating 
and  dividing  Liverpool  in  club  districts, 
and  affording  support  to  the  discontented 
Irish.  Repeated  meetings  were  held  from 
time  to  time  till  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  about  300  persons  were  enrolled. 
There  were  constant  discussions  upon  the 
expediency  ofarming and  assisting  Ireland, 


(a)  See  below,  App.  A.^  p.  1092 
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till  tbe  commencement  of  this  year,  when 
npon  the  breaking  out  of  the  French 
Revolution,  not  only  the  Chartists  were 
encouraged  to  resort  to  violence  and  force, 
but  the  Irish  Confederates,  as  they  were 
called,  formed  a  league  with  the  Char- 
tists for  the  purpose  of  wresting  from  the  i 
Government  by  violence  that  which  they 
mutually  desired,  the  Chartists  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  Charter  by  the 
assistance  of  the  Confederates,  and  the 
Iri^h  to  obtain,  as  they  supposed,  the 
Eepeal  of  the  Union  by  the  help  of  the 
Chartists. 

About  the  month  of  February,  what 
was  a  dangerous  organization  u]l  to  that 
time,  became  formidable  from  acts  of  vio- 
lence and  risings  which  took  place  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  At  that 
time  various  clubs  were  formed  in  Liver- 
pool, district  clubs,  which  were  called 
the  Mitchel  Club,  the  Emmet  Club,  &c., 
and  those  clnbs  were  all  acting  under  one 
central  authority,  and  governed  by  a  com- 
mittee of  which  the  defendants  or  most  of 
them  were  the  principal  active  members  ; 
and  their  avowed  object,  as  you  will  find 
from  the  speeches  of  the  defendants,  was 
to  arm  the  people  of  Liverpool,  to  assist 
the  Lnsh  if  need  be  with  arms,  to  create 
a  diversion  by  a  general  rising,  and, 
by  compelling  the  Government  to  keep 
troops  in  this  country,  to  prevent  their 
having  the  means  of  suppressing  the  in- 
surrection in  the  sister  island.  And, 
further,  you  will  find  the  expression  of 
a  determination  that,  if  the  Government 
proceeded  against  what  they  called  the 
martyrs  to  freedom  in  Ireland,  those 
persons  would  see  with  their  last  dying 
breath  the  heavens  illuminated  with  the 
blazing  warehouses  of  Manchester  and 
Liverpool. 

[The  Aitomey-Oeneral  referred  to  the 
discovery  of  the  Minute  Book  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, lengthy  extracts  from  which  would 
be  given  in  evidence,  showing  the  part 
taken  by  several  of  the  defendants  in  the 
Association,  by  presiding  or  being  present 
at  its  meetings,  writing  out  the  minutes, 
signing  them,  &c.  ;  and  read  lengthy  ex- 
tracts from  the  Minute  Book,  as  proved 
below.  On  April  2nd  Dr.  Murphy  said 
b  civil  war  was  approaching,  and,  in 
God's  name,  let  the  people  be  prepared. 
M'ifanua  said  that  England  was  m  a  state 
of  siege,  and  Englishmen  did  not  know  at 
v^hat  point  they  would  be  attacked.]  I 
am  sorry  to  say  it  has  been  proved  in 
courts  of  justice  that  the  organization 
was  BO  perfect  that  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible to  detect  by  what  means  simul* 
tnneous  risings  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom  were  made.  Mr.  M'Manus  was 
right  in  saying  that  at  this  time  England 
was  in  a  state  of  siege.    On  April  5th  a  sub- 


committee was  appointed  for  organizing 
the  town  into  districts.  Their  object  was 
to  have  small  divisions  un  !er  the  imme- 
diate command  of  captains  and  superinten- 
dents, who,  without  previous  communica- 
tion or  public  notice,  could  assemble  the 
men  under  their  command  at  the  various 
divisions  of  the  town  so  as  to  paralyse  the 
energies  of  the  police  and  military 
forces ;  and  if  they  had  proceeded  to  carry 
into  effect  what  appears  to  have  been  their 
object,  if  they  had  fired  the  warehouses  in 
various  parts  of  Liverpool,  no  one  can  tell 
what  would  hare  been  the  destruction  of 
life  and  property  and  where  the  mischief 
would  have  stopped.  At  the  subsequent 
meetings  there  were  constant  allusions  to 
arming.  On  May  I6th  M*Mamu  said  they 
were  determined  not  to  allow  their  cham- 
pion, Mitchel y  to  be  trampled  on.  You 
recollect  the  ofience  of  which  MiUhel  wa? 
convicted,  and  the  doctrines  he  broached. 
His  notion  was  to  invoke  the  God  of 
battles  and  the  barricades,  and  to  strew 
the  streets  of  Dublin  with  spikes,  and  to 
throw  vitriol  upon  the  soldiers.  No  one 
can  read  this  book  without  seeing  that  the 
parties  were  dividing  Liverpool  into  dis- 
tricts, forming  clubs,  arming  them,  arrang- 
ing committees  to  carry  on  illegal  corre- 
spondence, in  truth  doing  everything  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  this  town,  nay  of 
the  constitution  itself,  if  they  had  not 
been  checked. 

[The  Attorney- General  proceeded  to  refer 
to  the  speeches  of  the  defendants  and 
others  that  would  be  proved  in  evidence, 
which,  he  stated,  were  more  violent  than 
any  he  had  heard  or  proceeded  against  in 
Courts  of  Justice.] 

On  the  1st  of  April  there  was  a  meeting 
in  the  Music  Hall.  Somers,  one  of  the 
defendants,  said — 

**  I  have  been  asked  where  you  can  get  the 
arms  spoken  of.  I  believe,  if  any  of  you  call  on 
Dr.  BeynoIcU,  he  vnU  be  able  to  procure  for  you 
a  good  pike.  (Uproarious  cheering.)  For  my 
part,  I  am  not  accustomed  to  the  musket,  and 
prefer  a  pike,  but  those  who  prefer  a  rifle  may 
also  have  them  from  him,  fully  proof,  on  terms 
almost  unreasonably  low.  The  gentleman  will 
^ve  you  his  address  before  he  leaves  the  meet- 
ing; and  he  can  supply  vou,  I  believe,  with 
6,000  of  them.  No  man  deprecates  the  shed- 
ding of  blood  more  than  I  do,  or  the  burning  of 
a  warehouse,  but  this  I  say — "  (A  voice  cried, 
"  ITiere  are  reporters  here.")  "  I  am  aware  of 
it  I  wish  them  to  note  this,  that  it  may  be 
carried  on  the  wings  of  the  press  to  the  bed- 
chambers, if  necessary,  of  the  gentlemen  con- 
cerned, and  to  the  Government  itself,  that  there 
is  an  organijsation  in  Liverpool,  that  there  is  an 
organixation  in  Manchester,  that  there  is  an 
organization  at  the  foot  of  the  very  throne 
itself.  And  I  tell  the  merchants  of  Liverpool 
that,  as  I  think  I  saw  Warsaw  in  flames,  to  take 
care  that  the  spark  of  ignition  may  not  reach 
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the  yerj  town  and  spot  on  wlueli  we  are  now 
standing.  And  at  the  same  time  I  tell  them 
that,  before  the  news  is  four  days  in  Liverpool 
of  an  attempted  massacre  of  my  couotrymen — 
I  care  not,  mind  you,  gentlemen,  if  there  were 
200,000  British  bayonets  here,  100,000  special 
constables,  I  care  not  in  spite  of  them  all — de- 
spite all  their  efforts,  in  despite  of  as  much 
more,  the  martyrs  dying  on  the  scaffi>ld  or  on 
the  plain  would  have  the  consolation,  in  giving 
their  last  throe,  of  looking  up  to  heaven  and 
seeinff  the  skies  reddened  with  the  blaie  of  the 
BabyTons  of  England. 

**  This  I  wish  the  press  to  take  down.  If  they 
drive  the  people  of  Liverpool  to  it.  Chartists 
and  BepeolerB,  if  they  drive  them  to  do  it,  on 
their  heads  -  be  the  crime,  and  not  on  those  of 
the  men  forced  to  it  for  satisfaction." 

And  then  he  is  followed  again  by  Dr. 
Reynolds  to  point  oat  where  those 
maskets  should  be  bought.    Dr.  Reynolds 


**  When  I  give  in  my  adhesion  to  a  course,  I 
will  never  give  it  up  till  death  or  success. 
There  shall  never  be  a  Chiirtist  meeting  in 
Liverpool  at  which  I  shiill  not  make  my  appear- 
ance before  you.  I  hate  those  alow,  laxy 
theorists  of  liberty  who  will  read  pamphlets  by 
the  fireside,  but  when  the  day  of  danger  and 
discussion  comes  will  be  away  from  the  glorious 
field  of  battle,  and  will  leave  you  without  a 
head  to  guide  or  an  arm  to  assist  you." 

How  prophetic  of  his  own  oonduot  I  He 
is  skulking  in  America  somewhere  ftom 
the  pursuit  of  justice. 

"  And  if  I  see  there  is  use  for  better  profes- 
sions than  that  I  belong  to,  I  intend  to  give  it 
up.  Ghentlemen,  I  know  of  no  physic  that  can 
give  strength  to  a  person  who  wants  food.  And 
the  people  of  Ifingland  want  food  mueh  more 
than  what  I  can  give  them.  It  is  my  intention 
to  set  up  in  the  ironmongering  business  in  your 
town.  It  is  my  intention  to  deal  largely  in  the 
articles  of  muskets  and  bayonets,  and  of  pikes. 
And  very  probably  the  next  week's  papers  will 
tell  you  where  you  can  get  good  guns,  vrar- 
ranted  not  to  burst,  and  pikes  of  the  best 
description,  at  the  most  reasonable  prices.  I 
can  inform  yon  now  pretty  accurately  what  they 
can  be  got  for.  A  good  gun  and  bayonet,  war- 
ranted good,  for  l2s.Sd.;  a  good  pike-head  can 
be  got  For  Si.  More  information  1  shall  give 
yon  at  another  time,  but  recollect  what  I  sell 
you  them  for.  I  do  not  call  upon  you  to  be- 
come rebels,  I  do  not  call  upon  you  to  make  use 
of  them,  but  the  law  allows  you  to  have  them  ; 
and  why  should  you  not  have  them,  when  the 
law  allows  you  to  have  them  ?  I  tell  you  this — 
I  care  not  whether  my  position  be  one  of 
danger  or  not.  I  care  not  whether  my  weapons 
be  legal  or  illegal.  No  cause  ever  yet  succeeded 
in  which  men  were  not  prepared  to  lend  them- 
selves to  the  sca£fold  if  need  be.  And  I  should 
go  on,  if  I  thought  that  the  first  year  I  com- 
menced I  should  be  taken  to  the  scaffold  for 
doing  it.  Remember,  O  mortal  men  Yyetore  me, 
.  that  you  most  die,  one  time  or  the  other,  and  I 
would  rather  die  leaving  a  glorious  name  behind 


me,  of  which  neither  country  nor  family  should 
be  ashamed,  than  linger  out  a  miserable  exist- 
ence and  die  the  victim  of  u  miserable  old  age." 

There  is  a  meeting  held  on  the  26th  of 
April  in  Queen's  Square,  at  which  Smyth, 
one  of  the  defendants,  was  in  the  chair. 
Reynolds  said  that  the  (lagging  Bill  having 
passed,  as  ho  called  it,  he  must  sing  small, 
but— 

"  he  thought  there  was  no  harm,  but  a  great 
deal  of  good,  to  lie  obtained  in  having  the  people 
armed,  the  more  particularly  as  all  the  people 
of  Ireland  were  Repealers,  and  three-fourths  of 
the  people  of  England  wer6  Chartists.  He  had 
addressed  3.5,000  Chartists  and  Repealers  at  the 
North  Shore  on  Good  Friday,  and  when  their 
hands  had  been  held  up  in  support  of  the  reso* 
lutious,  the  forest  of  hands  was  so  great  that 
even  the  very  waters  of  the  Mersey  seemed  to 
stand  still  and  feel  amazed." 

This  wretched  trash  proTokes  a  smile 
when  it  is  read  here  before  you  mon  of 
reason,  but  you  must  remember  the 
andience  to  which  it  was  addressed. 

Again  on  the  llth  of  June  a  meeting 
took  place  at  the  North  Shore,  Liverpool. 
This  IS  spoken  to  by  one  of  the  reporters 
who  was  there  professionally.  Dr.  Rey- 
nolds delivered  a  most  inflammatory  ad- 
dress. I  will  not  read  tbe  whole  of  it, 
but  only  a  single  passage.    He  said — 

'*  There  is  no  use  in  having  a  man's  tongue 
with  you,  he  may  prate  as  much  as  he  likes ;  or 
there  is  no  use  in  having  a  man's  heart  if  his 
hand  is  not  with  you  to  grasp  a  pike  or  a 
musket." 

He  then  says — 

"What  kind  of  a  Government  have  we? 
Tyrants." 

And  then  he  proceeds  to  abuse  the  police. 
**  Who  struts  biggest  and  boldest  in  Liverpool  ? 
It  is  not  the  man  of  high  rank,  but  it  is  the 
law-perjured  scoundrel  policeman." 

Then  he  goes  on  and  says^ 
"  If  a  party  is  brought  up,  his  wife  may  cry  and 
weep,  but  the  perjured  policeman  is  believed.  I 
believe  you  will  have  no  fight  at  all  for  it.  The 
English  people,  you  are  aware,  went  into  India, 
seized  on  the  possessions  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
destroyed  their  villages,  but  I  have  the  glorious 
news  for  you  that  liberty  is  as  immortal  under  the 
burning  sun  of  India  as  it  is  elsewhere,  and  that 
the  gallant  inhabitants  of  Lahore  have  rebelled, 
as  they  ought  to  do,  and  massacred  the  English 
soldiery.  What  will  be  the  consequence  ?  The 
English  Gk>vemment  must  send  a  dozen  regi- 
ments over  to  India.  Where  can  they  get  them  f 
They  cannot  spare  them  from  England,  because 
the  Chartists  are  too  strong  here ;  they  cannot 
spare  them  from  Ireland,  because  with  all  the 
soldiery  and  police  there  they  cannot  keep 
down  Uie  Repealers.  They  must  either  give  up 
India  or  Ireland,  and  they  will  be  so  long 
doubting  between  the  two  that  they  will  be  like 
the  fool  who  fell  between  the  two  stools  and  lost 
both.    Yes,  the  Indians  have  killed  the  English 
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[The  Atiomey-QeneroL  also  referred  to 
the  speeches  made  by  the  defendant 
O'Brien,  a  member  of  the  general  body, 
at  meetings  in  a  cellar.  O'Brien  said  npon 
the  first  occasion — 


soldiery,    and    the     Enirlish    Ambassador    at 
Madrid  has  received  a  kick." 

Then  he  goes  on  to  say  that  the  English 
are  powerless  from  the  effects  of  agitation 
and  cannot  resent  an  insnlt. 

**  Gentlemen,  there  is  [with  respect  to  Mit- 
cbel]  only  one  way  of  restoring  him,  that  is  not 
at  public  meetings,  but  at  club-houses.  Every 
street  in  Liverpool  and  every  town  ought  to 
have  its  club,  every  club  its  president,  vice- 
president,  and  other  commanding  officers. 
Every  club  ought  to  take  care  to  have  every 
power  of  defending  itself,  every  officer  ought  to 
have  his  rifle,  every  committee  man  his  musket, 
and  every  member  ought  to  have  his  pike. 
When  you  have  this  you  will  have  a  power  that 
all  the  people  of  England  cannot  put  down,  and 
if  you  have  it  not  now  I  will  put  you  down  as 
greater  slaves  next  year  than  you  were  last" 

Then  he  goes  on — 

"  BecoUect  the  people  of  Ireland  are  organ- 
izing. They  see  a  fine  crop  on  their  land,  they 
are  going  to  reap  it,  and  they  have  made  a  vow 
that  a  pound  of  that  com  shall  not  leave  the 
land.  I  think,  gentlemen,  it  is  a  very  proper 
▼ow,  and  I  for  one  join  in  it,  and  if  they  attempt 
to  take  that  com  away  by  bullets  and  bayonets, 
the  people  may  take  bullets  and  bayonets  to 
keep  it  there.  Well,  if  they  go  to  cut  down 
the  Irish,  will  you  stop  until  they  come  and  cut 
you  down  afterwards  ?  (No  1  and  cheers.)  Will 
you  tell  them  there  is  work  enough  here,  with- 
out going  across  the  Channel  P  It  is  trae  I  am 
told  that  I  speak  with  a  gag  in  my  mouth,  and 
that  I  may  be  taken  up  to-morrow.  I  would 
not  like  to  be  taken  up,  because  I  could  do  more 
good  out  of  gaol  than  in  it ;  but  perhaps  not, 
fo",  as  the  Son  of  God  did  more  good  the  week 
after  he  was  cmcified  than  he  did  before,  so 
John  Mitchel  has  done  more  goud  now  in  one 
week  since  his  conviction  than  he  did  before ; 
and  Ernest  Jones  may  do  the  same  in  London, 
and  so  may  Lawrence  Reynolds  in  Liverpool. 
If  I  am  taken,  do  not  attempt  a  rescue,  as 
you  will  injure  your  cause  and  please  the 
Government;  for,  if  the  Government  could 
only  see  you  burning  a  few  houses,  and  murder- 
ing a  few  people,  it  would  be  so  much  the 
better  for  them.  Organise;  tell  them  the 
Weather  is  too  warm  just  now  for  such  fun,  but 
that  if  they  want  fires  next  winter  you  will  show 
them  a  little  of  it.  The  Government  passed  a 
law,  and  only  one  man  has  been  taken  up  under 
it.  They  have  n<»t  taken  me :  I  dare  them  to  it." 

On  the  7th  of  Jnly,  in  Great  Howard 
Street,  Reynolds  said — 
"  he  advised  pikes  and  pitchforks,  the  only 
language  he  approved  was  pointing  a  musket. 
Men  of  property  walked  over  the  exchange ;  the 
police  had  boasted  of  their  powers  and  cowardly 
attack  on  the  people ;  for  every  drop  of  water 
that  was  spilled  that  day  might  blood  be  ex- 
changed. He  recommended  them  to  build 
barricades,  he  would  stand  by  them  and  die  by 
them,  and  knew  many  would  with  him;  ho 
hated  knowledge,  only  the  knowledge  of  making 
a  cartridge  or  pointing  a  musket." 


'*  The  Government  is  based  upon  a  rotten 
foundation  ;  we  are  the  ones  to  overthrow  it ;  the 
ball  lies  at  your  feet,  and  if  you  do  not  kick  it,  it 
is  yourselves  to  blame." 

There  was  a  pike  lying  beside  him,  and 
he  said — 

'*'  those  were  the  instmments  that  frightened  the 
bloody  Orange  tribe  in  the  year  '98.*' 

Upon  another  occasion  he  said  it  wonld 
giye  him  great  pleasure  to  see  Lord  John 
BusielVa  head  and  Sir  Jarnee  Oraham'e 
npon  the  top  of  a  pike.     '*  These  are  Irish 

gikes,  gentlemen ;  some  of  you  may  not 
ave  seen  them."    And  again  he  said  on 
another  occasion — 

**  I  appeal  to  you  one  and  all,  will  you  release 
the  murdered  man  Mitchel  ?  If  you  will,  buy 
these  instruments." 

Again  he  suggested  there  were  man;^  of 
them  to  be  had,  muskets  at  12s.  and  pikes 
at  4s.  A  person  got  up  and  opposea  the 
resolution,  stating  that  in  the  view  of 
Mr.  Feargus  O'Connor  nothing  was  to  be 
got  by  bloodshed,  and  resisting  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  O'Brien.  He  was  shouted 
down  by  the  people.] 

Upon  the  22nd  of  July  the  autho- 
rities in  this  town,  having  been  at  that 
time  well  apprized  of  what  was  going  on, 
determined  to  act.  In  Bold  Street  a  man 
was  found  following  the  defendant  Cuddy 
with  a  sack  upon  his  back,  l^ey  were 
apprehended  ;  the  sack  was  searched,  and 
in  it  were  found  31  pikes,  which  were 
then  being  brought  rrom  a  polisher  or 
sharpener  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. Cuddy  stated  that  he  had  100  more 
of  them,  which  he  was  about  to  send  to 
Waterford  in  the  coarse  of  a  few  davs. 
On  the  25th  another  warehouse,  hired  oy 
Beynolds,  was  searched.  There  were  found 
14  pike-heads,  23  sword  knives,  5  pike 
staves,  and  some  anununition.  Upon  the 
same  day  O'Brien  was  apprehended.  In 
his  room,  the  door  of  which  was  broken 
open,  there  were  found  four  pikes,  a 
quanti^  of  bullet«,  a  large  knife,  a  quan- 
tity of  gunpowder,  a  number  of  ball 
cartridges,  and  a  large  quantity  of  loose 
balls.  Upon  the  25th  or  24th,  Ireland 
then  being,  as  you  know,  in  a  state  of 
active  insurrection,  M'Manui,  who  had 
lived  on  terms  of  the  greatest  intimacy 
with  Belamere,  in  fact  in  the  same  house, 
went  to  Ireland,  being  accompanied  bv 
Delamere  to  the  steamboat  and  seen  off. 
I  know  not  whether  it  was  the  result  of 
any  arrangement  in  this  place,  but  you 
recollect  that  on  the  27th,  two  days  follow- 
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ing,  there  was  strangely  circulated,  in 
London  and  here,  the  ramoar  that  the 
station  at  Thnrles  had  been  fired,  that  the 
troops  of  her  Majesty  had  been  beaten, 
and  what  was  more  alarming  than  any- 
thing, that  many  of  them  were  disaffected. 
And  npon  the  same  day,  by  a  strange 
coincidence,  a  report  was  spread  in  Dablin 
that  Lirerpool  was  in  flames,  the  object 
being  simply  and  manifestly,  of  coarse,  to 
create  a  simnltaneons  rising  and  create  a 
panic  in  the  minds  of  the  Goyemment  at 
each  place.  Upon  the  28th  the  premises 
of  Murphy  were  seu*ched  and  the  book  I 
have  referred  to  was  foond ;  and  of  coarse 
steps  were  taken  to  inform  the  Ooyei*n- 
ment  of  the  evidence  in  possession  of  the 
authorities  here>  and  proceedings  were 
instituted  against  the  various  parties. 
IThe  Attorney-Oeneral  proceeded  to  refer 
to  the  evidence  connecting  the  several 
defendants  with  the  alleged  conspiracy.] 

EVIDENCS  FOR  THE  CbOWK. 

Peter  IfacanaZJy— Examined  by  Knowles. 
A  policeman.  Spoke  to  finding  the 
minute  book  produced  in  July  last  in 
the  defendant  Murphy's  house  in  Peaover 
Street  on  a  table,  Iving  between  the  oilcloth 
cover  and  the  table. 

Stephen  Hainee — Examined  by  Knowles, 
Inspector  of  police.    Confirmed  the  last 
witness.    Found  two  papers  and  saw  a  gun 
taken  out  of  the  clock  case  in  the  room. 

Inspector  Parhyns — Examined  by  Knowles, 
Confirmed  last  witnesses.    Found  more 
papers  (prodiused),  and  a  pike-head  in  a 
cupboard. 

WilUam  Kevil — Examined  by  Knowles. 
Proved  letting  the  house  in  question  to 
the  defendant  Murphy. 

Cross-examined  by  PoUocJc, 
Knew  that  Murphy  took  lodgers. 
Joseph  Bwrrett — Examined  by  Knowles. 
A  constable.  Stated  that  on  the  17th  of 
August  last  Murphjj  came  to  Eose  Hill 
Station  and  askea  if  he  was  wanted.  He 
said  he  had  come  for  a  gun,  and  that  there 
was  a  book  and  bomotbing  else  taken  out 
of  his  house.  The  gun,  he  said,  was  not  his, 
and  he  should  have  to  pay  for  it,  if  it  was 
not  given  up  to  him.  Mr.  Abraham^  the 
superintendent,  asked  Murphy,  * '  Are  you 
the  secretary  of  the  clubsr"  Murphy 
answered  "  i  es."  Witness  then  took  him 
into  custody  and  brought  him  in  a  coach 
to  the  Bridewell.  On  the  way  he  eaid  he 
was  not  secretary  to  the  whole  of  the 
clubs,  but  to  the  Sarsfield  Club.  He  said 
he  had  been  in  Ireland  and  had  returned 
the  day  before. 


John  WilliamB — Examined  by  Knowles. 

Draper.  Stated  that  Murphy  was  for- 
merly in  his  employ.  Proved  that  certain 
woroB  at  pages  150,  151  of  the  book  before 
mentioned  were  in  Murphy's  handwriting, 
also  the  three  papers  found  at  Murphy's 
house. 

WilUam  Orr— Examined  by  Knowles. 
Merchant.  Stated  that  Boahell  was  in 
his  employ.  Proved  that  the  entries  in  the 
book  from  page  22  to  page  92  of  the 
Minute  Book  were  mostly  in  BoshelVs 
writing,  and  also  part  of  page  1^,  and  a 
letter  (produced). 

Cross-examined  by  James. 

How  long  has  he  been  in  your  employ- 
ment P — Four  years. 

I  believe  he  is  a  very  young  man,  some- 
where about  21 P — Yes,  I  would  not  have 
supposed  him  to  be  21. 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  say  what 
his  character  has  been  as  a  well-conducted 
young  man  P — None  could  be  better. 

You  know,  I  believe,  that  he  supports 
his  grandmother? — I  believe  he  does. 

Balph  Hardy  Thompson — Examined  by 
Knowles. 

Formerly  a  clerk  of  Mr.  Terence 
MManus  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving 
Liverpool  towards  the  end  of  July.  Proved 
the  signature  of  M*MawM  at  several 
places  in  the  book;  also  that  of  Dr. 
Patrick  Murphy  at  page  59,  and  that  of 
the  defendant  Delamere  at  pages  62,  85. 
Delomere,  before  he  went  to  Mr.  Delv/re's, 
had  been  in  the  employment  of  Mr. 
M'Manus.  Delamere  lodged  at  10,  Glou- 
cester Place,  Snow  HilL  M'Mamus  lodged 
with  Delamere.  Delamere  was  in  the  habit 
of  calling  upon  M*Manus.  Dr.  Reynolds 
was  in  the  habit  of  calling,  too.  I  think 
he  called  about  three  or  four  times  ;  that 
is  all  I  saw.  Dr.  Murphy  was  in  the  habit 
of  calling  also.  The  defendant  Smyth  was 
in  the  habit  also,  but  not  latterly.  The 
defendant  Somers  called  several  times  to 
see  if  I  had  heard  whether  it  was  true  that 
Mr.  M*Ma/nus  was  taken  in  Dublin  or  not, 
O'JSanlon  was  in  the  habit  of  calling,  but 
very  seldom. 

Cross-examined  by  Segar. 
Dr.  Reynolds  called  at  Mr.  MManus*s 
office. 

Cross-examined  by  Dearsly. 

You  say  that  latterly  Mr.  Smyth  did  not 
visit  Mr.  M'Manus  f — He  did  not. 

I  believe  upon  more  occasions  than  one 
Mr.  Smyth  spoke  to  you  in  complaining 
terms  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  MManw  t 

Attomey-deneral :  You  must  not  go  into 
that. 

Eblb,  J. :  As  a  general  principle  what  a 
man  says  for  himself  is  not  admissible. 
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If  you  put  it  upon  any  ground  of  exception 
I  am  willing  to  listen  to  it. 

Bear  sly :  I  take  it  the  object  of  showing 
the  connection  with  M^Manvs  is  for  the 
purpose  of  connecting  Smyih  with  this 
alleged  conspiracy. 

Eble,  J. :  IJnqnestionably  if  the  conver- 
sation  between  Smyth  and  M*Manu8  was 
opposed  to  their  co-operating  in  a  con- 
spiracy it  wonld  be  evidence  that  yon 
would  be  entitled  bo  give.  If  that  is  the 
purport  of  it,  you  are  entitled  to  have  it. 

Bearaly ;  Has  Mr.  Smyth  spoken  to  you 
upon  the  subject  P 

Eble,  J. :  No  ;  spoken  to  M'Manus- 

Dearsly :  Have  you  known  Mr.  Smyth 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  M*Manti$  complain 
of  his  physical  force  notions  P — I  have  not. 

Thom^u  Staines — Examined  by  Knowles. 
One  of  the  relieving  officers  of  Liver- 
pool.    Proved  the  signature  of  Dr.  Bey- 
nolds  in  several  places  in  the  book,  and 
also  of  the  defendant  O'DonnelL 

Thomas  Fell — Examined  by  Knowles, 
Draper.     Proved  the  signature  of  the 
defendants  0*Hanlon  and  Smyih  at  various 
places  in  the  book. 

Charles  Hawley — Examined  by  KnowUs. 

Proved  the  signature  of  the  defendant 
O'Brien  at  various  places  in  the  book. 

Knowles :  Now  I  will  proceed  to  read 
the  extracts  which  the  AUomey'Oeneral 
read  to  the  j^ry.  Page  59  is  a  meeting  of 
the  12th  of  December  1847,  in  the  George 
the  IVth  Booms. 

PoUock :  In  whose  writing  is  that  P 

Knowles :  It  is  signed  by  BeLamere. 

The  extract  was  read,  and  an  extract  of 
February  27th  in  Dr.  Murphy's  hand- 
writing was  also  tendered. 

Folloch:  They  are  seeking  to  prove 
a  conspiracy  by  the  acts  inter  alia  of 
a  person  not  now  upon  his  trial  and 
unconnected  with  those  defendants.  I 
admit,  it  has  been  decided,  where  a  letter 
has  been  written  by  a  person  proved  a 
conspirator  to  another,  that  letter  is 
evidence  against  the  other,  though  it 
had  not  reached  him;  but  that  was  on 
the  ground  of  its  being  an  act  done,  not  a 
mere  writing,  not  something  which  took 
place  by  one,  but  an  act  aone  towards 
communicating  the  intentions  of  one  con- 
spirator to  another.  But  here  the  con- 
spiracy is  not  proved,  and,  though  I  admit 
tne  conspiracy  may  be  proved  by  the  acts 
of  different  parties,  so  tnat  you  may  show 
from  a  number  of  separate  acts  the  com- 
mon purpose,  yet  you  cannot  do  that  by 
something  which  will  fix  a  person  not  now 
upon  his  trial,  and  not  implicated  or  con- 
nected with  the  defendants. 

Eble,  J. :  I  am  inclined  in  favour  of  the 
objection.    It  is  hardly  established  that 


this  is  an  act  in  furtherance  of  the  con- 
spiracy. 

"  Attorn^' Oeneral :  It  is  evidence  against 
Edward  Murphy,  in  whose  possession  the 
book  was  found.  It  is  evidence  also  of  a 
declaration  by  Patrick  Murphy  that  he 
had  conspired  with  Smyth, 

Knowles ;  Further  in  the  entry  there  is 
evidence  of  a  conspiracy  between  Murphy 
and  the  other  defendants,  because  Murphy 
is  present  at  that  meeting,  at  page  91, 
where  the  chairman  speaks  about  Bifle 
Clubs,  and  where  there  are  observations 
upon  lectures  upon  physic  being  preceded 
by  lectures  upon  rifles  ;  Murphy  called  for 
three  cheers.  This  in  BoshdVs  hand- 
writing. 

Pollock:  The  statement  of  one  con- 
spirator of  what  passed,  afterwards,  is  not 
evidence  against  others. 

Eble,  J. :  The  circnmstanoe  which  in- 
duces me  to  think  the  book  admissible  is 
that  it  was  found  in  the  possession  of 
Edward  Murphy,  Any  paper  found  in  the 
possession  of  a  person  cnar^ed  with  con- 
spiracy which  appears  pertinent  to  it,  ac- 
cording to  all  my  knowledge  of  evidence, 
may  be  read  against  him. 

Knowles : 

"  George  the  IVth  Room,  March  5th,  1848. 
Dr.  Murphy  in  the  chair.  The  chairman  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  in  a  powerful  speech  on 
the  special  object  of  the  meeting,  to  addrets  the 
French  Republic  on  their  glorioos  triomph. 
Mr.  George  Smith,  in  moving  the  first  resolu- 
tion, spoke  of  the  advantages  of  union  among 
Irishmen,  conduct  of  French  Revolution,  con- 
nection between  France  and  Ireland,  Irish  sol- 
diers in  France,  French  assistance  to  Ireland. 
Mr.  Somers  seconded  the  resolution.  Passed 
unanimously.  Dr.  Reynolds  proposed  the 
second  resolution!  Mr.  Steadman  seconded  it. 
Mr.  Jones  spoke  in  support  of  it  very  forcibly 
and  eloquently.  Mr.  M'Manus  followed. 
Second  ret'olution  passed  unanimously.  Mr. 
John  Lynch  for  club,  U.  6d.;  a  Friend,  Is, 
(Signed)  Laurence  Reynolds,  Secretary.  P. 
Murphy,  Chairman." 

The  noxt  is  April  2nd,  page  97: — 
*'  50,  Paradise  Street.  Mr.  Somern  in  the  chair. 
The  chairman  spoke  on  the  necessity  of  arming. 
Mr.  Parks  proposed  an  Ulster  Orangeman, 
who  was  received  with  loud  cheers.  Mr.  LaAn 
proposed  a  member,  and  spoke  to  an  article  in 
the  Times  newspaper  on  the  expulsion  of  Irish- 
men from  England.  Mr.  Jones  spoke  long  and 
eloquently  on  the  arming  of  the  people.  He 
said  that  all  hope  of  any  good  result  from  peti- 
tioning Parliament  had  for  ever  fled  from  him, 
and  the  only  hope  he  had  was  in  good  strong 
arms  and  God  above.  Mr.  Williams  spoke  on 
the  necessity  of  temperance  in  the  coming 
struggle ;  he  bore  evidence  to  the  fact  that  the 
Orangemen  of  Ireland  will  not  support  the 
English  faction;  he  could  even  in  Liverpool 
muster  100  men  of  his  own  stamp,  he  being  an 
Orangeman.     Dr.  Murphy  spoke  of  the  union 
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of  Bepettlers  and  Orangemen  of  the  North,  and 
was  happy  to  see  Mr.  Williams  coming  forward 
and  avowing  himself  a  Repealer.  He  spoke 
also  on  the  new  Protestant  party  in  Ireland ;  he 
said  the  time  for  spouting  was  at  an  end,  and 
that  we  shonld  work;  he  firmly  helieved  that 
a  civil  war  was  approaching ;  so  in  God's  name 
let  the  people  be  prepared.  Mr.  M^Manns  said 
he  that  night  had  visited  his  brother  Repealers 
on  the  other  side  and  was  well  received;  be 
said  we  had  England  in  a  state  of  siege,  that 
they  (the  English)  did  not  know  what  point  we 
wonld  attack  them  in.  Mr.  Brennan,  a  man 
who  differed  a  long  time  with  the  policy  of  the 
Confederates,  now  came  forward  and  wished  for 
a  union  of  all  Repealers.  Mr.  Smyth  came  for- 
ward and  said  he  was  happy  to  see  an  end  for 
ever  put  to  the  disunion  of  Repealers  in  Liver- 
pool. Mr.  Somers,  Chairman.  Thomas  O'Brien, 
Secretary.    Rent,  12*.  2<f.,  3*.,  15«.  2d." 

The  next  is  5th  of  April,  page  99 : — 
**  Committee  Rooms,  Preeson's  Row,  April 
5th,  1848.  Mr.  Boshell  in  the  chair.  Present : 
Dr.  Murphy,  Dr.  O'Donnell,  Laffin,  Parks, 
O'Donnell,  Connolly,  O'Gorman,  Martin,  Carney, 
Glynn,  Neville,  Somers.  The  deputation  to  pro  • 
vide  rooms  have  given  in  their  report,  and  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  suitable  room 
cannot  be  procured.  Mr.  Parks  proposed,  and 
Dr.  Murphy  seconded,  that  our  secretary  be 
empowered  to  send  to  Dublin  for  500  cards 
(blank)  ;  passed.  Dr.  O'Donnell  proposed,  and 
Mr.  LfldOfin  seconded,  that  the  formation  of  a  Rifle 
Club  be  referred  to  a  sub-committee  of  five.  Pro- 
posed by  Dr.  Murphy,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Lalfin,  that  the  following  sub- committee  be 
formed  : — 1.  Resolved  that  a  sub-committee 
consisting  of  Mr.  Laffin,  Mr.  O'Gorman,  Mr. 
Glynn  be  hereby  appointed  for  organizing  the 
town  into  districts.  2.  Resolved  that  a  sub- 
committee consisting  of  Dr.  O'Donnell,  Mr. 
O'Brien,  Mr.  Somers,  and  Mr.  Parks  be  hereby 
appointed  for  suggesting  the  best  means  of  pro- 
curing and  extendmg  the  sale  of  arms  in  laver- 
pool.  8.  Resolved  that  a  committee  consisting  of 
Dr.  Murphy,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  M'Manus  is 
hereby  appointed  for  regulating  public  meetings, 
public  documents,  resolutions,  and  general  super- 
intendence. 4.  Resolved  that  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Boshell,  Mr.  0*Hanlon,  and  Mr. 
JosejMi  Martin  be  appointed  a  finance  com- 
mittee. 5th  and  lastly.  Resolved  that  the 
chairman  of  each  sub-committee  make  a  weekly 
written  report  of  their  weekly  proceedings  to 
the  general  committee  every  Wednesday  night. 
Thomas  O'Brien,  Secretary." 

The  next  is  9th  April,  pag^  101 : — 
*<  50,  Paradise  Street,  April  9tb,  1848.  Dr. 
O'Donnell  in  the  chair.  The  chairman  spoke 
on  the  necessity  of  the  people  arming.*  Mr. 
Parks  proposed,  and  Mr.  O'Hanlon  seconded, 
a  number  of  members,  who  were  admitted. 
Mr.  Williams  came  forward  to  address  the 
meeting,  and  spoke  on  the  utility  of  total  absti- 
nence in  the  struggle.  Dr.  Reynolds  then  ad- 
dressed the  meeting,  and  spoke  also  on  the 
necessity  of  temperance  in  the  coming  struggle. 
Mr.  Laffin  spoke  on  the  necessity  of  arming  in 
self-defence.     Mr.  Smyth  rose  to  address  the 


meeting,  and  spoke  at  great  length  with  his 
usual  ability  and  eloquence  ;  he  r^id  from  the 
second  edition  of  the  NoHoh  newspaper  the 
formation  of  a  Protestant  League  for  legislative 
independence  for  Ireland ;  he  announced  a 
meeting  of  Democrats  in  the  Qneen^s  Square  on 
Monday  evening  at  half-past  6  o'clock.  Mr. 
Somers  brought  on  his  motion  for  dividing  the 
town  into  sections ;  irithdrawn.  Mr.  M*Manus 
said  he  advised  the  people  to  abstain  from  street 
rows  and  be  prepared  for  the  worst.  Rent, 
1/.  Os.  \d.i  Defence  Fund,  1/.  i3«.  6</.  Chair- 
man,  Francis  O'Donnell.  Thomas  O'Brien, 
Secretary." 

The  next  is  page  103:— 

"  Committee  Room,  Preeson's  Row,  April  12, 
1848.  Mr.  O'Hanlon  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Laffin, 
Dr.  Murphy,  Mr.  Boshell,  Messrs.  Martin, 
Carney,  O'Gorman,  Parks,  Dr.  Reynolds,  Ward, 
Connolly,  Somers,  Baker.  Mr.  Laffin  president 
of  Committee  No.  1.  No  club  formed.  Dr. 
Reynolds  gave  in  his  report  of  Committee  No.  2. 
Arms  to  be  had  from  Birmingham.  IV.  Murphy 
gave  in  his  report  of  Committee  No.  3.  No 
room  to  be  had  for  Sunday  nights,  and  on  that 
report  Mr.  M'Manus  propos^  the  following 
resolution  : — Resolved  that  the  said  sub-com- 
mittee be  empowered  to  take  a  place  of  meeting 
for  some  week  night  to  be  hereafter  named; 
and  that  we  for  the  present  change  our  night  of 
meeting  from  Sunday  to  some  week  night  as 
before  referred  to.  Seconded  by  Mr.  Parks, 
and  passed.  Mr.  Boshell  gave  in  repDrt  of 
Committee  No.  4.  We  have  found  our  finances 
in  a  very  confused  state  after  being  six  months 
neglect^ ;  owing  to  the  absence  of  Messrs.  Day 
and  Code  we  are  unable  to  furnish  a  statement 
of  the  exact  balance  in  hand,  the  amount  we 
think  about  3/.  or  3/.  10«.  Mr.  Boshell  received 
a  circular  ft'om  the  secretary  in  Dublin  calling 
on  him  for  renewed  subscriptions,  which  we  beg 
to  lay  before  vou,  and  urge  its  request  on  the 
general  committee. 

The  next  is  the  18th,  page  107:^ 
"Cu-cus  Street,  April  18th,  1848.  Mr.  George 
Smyth  in  the  chair.  The  chairman  spoke  long 
and  eloquently,  and  requested  his  hearers  if 
they  valued  their  liberties  to  procure  arms,  and 
without  dread  he  said  it,  for  it  was  the  almost 
only  right  now  left  to  British  subjects.  Dr. 
Reynolds  proposed,  and  Mr.  Parks  seconded, 
the  admission  of  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  who  spoke 
long  and  earnestly  in  the  cause  of  Irish  freedom. 
The  chairman  introduced  Mr.  Dunn  and  Mr. 
Feeny,  from  Manchester,  who  were  received  with 
loud  cheers.  A  number  of  members  were  ad- 
mitted, when  Dr.  Reynolds  came  forward  and 
spoke  in  his  usual  eloquent  style,  and  was 
received  throughout  his  speech  with  loud 
applause.  The  chairman  introduced  Mr.  Dunn 
from  Manchester  to  the  meeting ;  he  said  the 
names  Young  Ireland,  Old  Ireland,  or  Chartists 
was  unknown  in  Manchester;  they  were  all 
Democrats  there,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  so 
here  in  Liverpool;  every  town  in  Lancashire 
have  spoken  out  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Union; 
we  have  all  the  democracy,  some  of  the  middle 
class,  in  fact  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  land 
are  with  us,  and  in  God's  name  is  it  possible 
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we  eoald  fail?  We  are  not  Republicans  in 
Manchester;  we  are  ready  to  fight  to  a  man 
for  our  Queen,  and  the  only  traitors  he  knew 
was  Lord  John  Uussell  and  his  colleagues.  He 
wished  the  men  of  Liverpool  would  meet  the 
men  of  Manchester  half-way,  and  become  known 
to  each  other.  Mr.  M'Manus  next  addressed 
the  meeting.  He  said  he  should  excuse  the  meu 
of  Liverpool  to  his  Manchester  friends,  and  that 
the  meeting  before  them  should  not  be  taken  as 
a  fair  sample  of  what  we  could  muster  here. 
He  hoped  we  would  support  our  friends  in 
Dublin,  and,  if  their  necks  were  thrust  into  the 
halter,  were  we  ready  to  follow?  He  hoped 
they  would  not  be  surprised  if  they  heard  Upper 
Canada  was  a  Republic  to-morrow.  After  some 
"very  effective  remarks,  he  concluded  amid  loud 
cheers,  calling  for  a  vote  of  thanks  to  his  Man- 
chester friends,  which  was  refused  by  Mr.  Dunn, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  a  rule  in  Manchester  never 
to  thank  a  man  for  doing  his  duty.  Dr.  Rey- 
nolds announced  a  meeting  of  Repealers  at 
Tranmere  on  Good  Friday.  Rent,  2/.  85  (k/., 
P.  O^Hanlon.  Greorge  Smyth,  Chairman.  T. 
O'Brien,  Secretary." 

Then  the  19tk  of  April,  page  110  :— 

''Committee  Rooms,  Preeson's  Row,  April 
19th.  Dr.  O'Donnell  in  the  cbair.  Members 
present — Messrs.  0*Hanlon,  Boshell,  Martin, 
Day,  Reynolds,  Somers,  Baker,  Connolly,  Laffin, 
Parks,  Ward,  Glynn,  O'Gorman,  Fallon,  Moy- 
nagh.  Committee  No.  1.  Mr.  Laffin  gave  in 
hi«  report  He  said  that  one  club  was  formed 
and  three  more  in  preparation.  Committee 
No.  2.  Doctor  Reynolds  gave  in  his  report  on 
arms,  which  was  very  satisfactory.  Committee 
No.  4.  Mr.  Boshell  gave  in  his  report.  He 
said,  we  are  sorry  in  not  being  able  to  furnish 
you  with  a  concise  report  on  the  state  of  our 
finances  at  this  period,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
our  treasurer.  No.  3  absent.  Mr.  0*Hanlon 
proposed  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Boshell  and  passed  : — Resolved 
that,  inasmuch  as  Dr.  Reynolds*  conduct  has 
caused  the  interference  of  the  authoriti^,  we 
hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  support  him.  T. 
O'Brien,  Secretary." 

The  next  is  April  27th,  page  112:— 
"Committee  Rooms,  Preeson's  Row,  April 
27th,  1848.  Mr.  0*Hanlon  in  the  chair.  Mem- 
bers present  —  Drs.  Reynolds  and  Murphy, 
Messrs.  Somers,  O'Gorman,  Glynn,  Williams, 
Parks,  Connolly,  Laffin,  O'Donnell,  Carney, 
Smyth.  Committee  No.  1.  Mr.  Laffin  gave  in 
his  report;  the  clubs  in  Hurst  Street  and  Naylor 
Street  are  increasing  their  numbers  rapidly; 
four  other  clubs  are  in  process  of  formation. 
Nos.  2,  3,  4  Committees;  no  reports.  Dr. 
Murphy  submitted  a  code  of  rules  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  new  Repeal  Clubs,  which  were 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Laffin  was  empowered  to  pro- 
cure papers  at  bis  discretion  for  the  use  of  the 
clubs.  Proposed  by  Dr.  Murphy,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Smyth,  that  Mr.  Laffin  be  deputed  to 
represent  Uie  working  classes  of  Liverpool  at 
the  Manchester  meeting ;  passed.  T.  O^Brien, 
SecreUry  " 


Then  we  go  to  the  lOtli  of  May,  page 
121:— 

*^  Harmonic  Rooms,  Circus  Street,  May  16th, 
1 R48.  Dr.  0*Donnell  in  the  chair.  Dr.  Reynolds 
proposed  some  members,  who  were  admitted. 
Mr.  Culane  came  forward  and  submitted  a  very 
able  statistical  account  relating  to  Ireland.  Mr. 
M*Manus  came  forward  and  said  the  reign  of 
terror  had  commenced  in  Ireland,  and  the  first 
subject  of  it  is  John  Mitchel,  who  was  committed 
to  Newgate  on  Saturday  night.  Mr.  M'Manus 
then  read  an  account  of  his  arrest  from  the 
daily  Freeman,  and  went  on  to  comment  on  it, 
which  he  did  ably  and  eloquently,  and  then, 
amidst  the  most  rapturous  cheering,  announced 
the  acquittal  of  Smith  O'Brien.  He  then  went 
on  to  read  some  extracts  from  an  American 
paper  relative  to  Ireland,  and,  lastly,  requested 
the  meeting  to  show  the  Government  that  we 
are  determmed  not  to  allow  our  champions  to 
be  trampled  on ;  he  concluded  amid  loud  cheers. 
Dr.  Reynolds  camo  forward  to  address  the  meet- 
ing, and,  in  his  usual  style,  drew  down  the 
plaudits  of  the  meeting,  which  were  again  and 
again  renewed  on  his  conclusion.  He  proposed 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Smyth  and  passed.  Resolved  that  we 
call  a  committee  meeting  for  to-morrow  night 
(Wednesday)  at  Mr.  Neville's,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  collectors  for  the  Defence  Fund.  Mr. 
Smyth  then  addressed  the  meetmg,  and  before 
he  sat  down  he  read  an  account  of  the  procession 
of  the  clubs  who  accompanied  the  patriots  to  the 
T^aw  Courts,  and  went  from  there  to  visit  New- 
gate. Dr.  Reynolds  read  some  poetry,  his  own 
composition,  which  was  well  received  by  the 
meeting.  Mr.  Williams  addressed  the  meeting 
at  some  length,  and  requested  his  countrymen  to 
arm.  Rent,  3*. ;  P.  O'Hanlon,  Francis  O 'Don nell, 
Chairman.    T.  O'Brien,  Secretary." 


The  next  is  the  23rd  of  May,  page  125  :— 

**  Circus  Street,  May  23rd.  Dr.  Reynolds  in 
the  cbair.  The  Chairman  spoke  at  great  length 
and  was  loudly  cheered  throughout.  Mr.  Jones 
addressed  the  meeting.  Mr.  M'Manos  came 
forward  to  address  the  meeting  and  was  hailed 
with  loud  cheers.  After  an  eloquent  speech  he 
concluded  by  proposing  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Somers  and  passed : — 
Resolved  that  we,  the  Confederates  of  Liver- 
pool, do  resolve  ourselves  into  a  permanently 
sitting  body  during  the  trial  of  John  Mitchel 
and  pending  his  sentence,  and  that  we  shall 
naeet  from  day  to  day  until  we  receive  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Council  in  Dubb'n,  and  we  further 
pledge  ourselves  to  act  in  accordance  with  what- 
ever instructions  they  may  give  us.  Mr.  Smyth 
addressed  the  meeting.  Mr.  Brophy,  an  Old 
Irelander,  addressed  the  meeting  and  was  well 
received.  Mr.  Laffin  addressed  the  meeting  on 
the  necessity  of  forming  clubs.  Mr.  Doyle 
addressed  the  meeting  in  explanation  of  some 
charges  which  were  preferred  against  him.  Dr. 
Reynolds  was  moved  from  the  chair  and 
the  meeting  separated.  Rent,  5«.;  received, 
P.  O'Hanlon.  L.  Reynolds,  Chairman.  T. 
O'Brien,  Secretary." 
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ThA  next  is  the  29th  of  May.  page  127  :— 
"  Committee  Rooms,  Preeson's  Kow,  May  29tb, 
1848.  Mr.  Delamerein  the  chair.  Members  prc- 
seDt — Messrs.  Boshell,  CHanlon,  Parks,  Baker, 
Somers,  Foster,  Connolly,  Martin,  Murphy, 
Laffin,  Glynn,  Wards,  Williamson,  0'Gorman« 
Mr.  0*Hanlon  was  admitted  a  member  of  the 
committee.  It  was  proposed  and  seconded  and 
passed — That  no  resolution  for  the  future  be 
brought  forward  at  any  of  our  appointed  public 
meetmgs  without  first  having  been  submitted  to 
the  committee.  It  was  proposed,  seconded,  and 
passed — That  any  member  who  cannot  show 
that  he  is  possessed  of  arms  and  ammunition  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Arms  Committee,  will  not 
be  considered  eligible  to  serve  on  this  conmiittee. 
Time  allowed  for  members  to  comply  with  this 
order  up  to  14th  of  June  inclusive.  Mr. 
O'Hanlon  was  appointed  to  the  chair  for  Tues- 
day night's  meeting.    T.  O'Brien,  Secretary." 

The  next  is  the  30th  of  May,  page  128  :— 
"  Circus  Street,  May  30th,  1848,  Mr.  O'Hanlon 
in  the  chair.  After  some  members  being  en 
rolled,  the  following  letter  was  read  from  Mr. 
M*Manu8  and  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the 
minutes: — Liverpool,  May  30th,  184».  My 
friends,  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  meet  you  to-night, 
as  I  have  to  go  about  80  miles  out  of  town.  I 
need  not  tell  you  what  my  feelhigs  were  when  on 
reaching  Kingstown  I  learned  that  John  Mitchel 
had  been  dragged  away  in  a  felon*s  dress  and  in 
fetters.  They  were  a  compound  of  vengeance, 
of  disgust  and  contempt.  In  fact,  in  the  first 
impulse  I  felt  that  the  people  who  allowed  such 
a  man  to  bo  sacrificed  were  not  worth  fighting 
for.  I  must  now  tell  you  I  have  come  home 
with  altered  feelings.  I  have  come  home  with 
this  strong  conviction  in  my  breast  that  our 
cause  is  now  safe.  I  am  satisfied  in  my  soul 
that,  if  you  stand  true,  John  Mitchel  will  before 
six  months  have  triumphant  entry  into  Kings- 
town. Be  steady,  boys,  do  not  be  driven  from 
your  point.  The  cause  is  not  yet  played  out. — 
T.  B.  M*Mands.  Mr.  Somers  addressed  the 
meeting  on  the  necessity  of  forming  clubs.  Mr. 
Laffin  addressed  the  meeting.  Mr.  Smyth,  having 
handed  in  some  subscriptions,  spoke  in  his  usual 
eloquent  style  and  concluded  amid  cheers.  Mr. 
Farren  addressed  the  meeting  and  said  he  was 
hitherto  an  Old  Irelander,  but  knew  no  other 
way  at  present  but  that  of  arming.  Mr.  Mallon, 
an  Old  Irelander,  then  address^  the  meeting, 
and  said  he  would  do  his  utmost  in  advancing 
the  formation  of  the  clubs.  Mr.  Jones  came 
forward :  he  said  he  was  a  Chartist,  and  conse- 
quently a  Repealer — he  said  he  saw  nothing  for 
it  but  armed  opinion.  Mr.  Culhane  addressed 
the  meeting.  Mr.  Adair  came  forward  and 
spoke  at  some  length  and  was  well  received. 
Rent,  9fl.  P.  O'Hanlon,  Chairman.  Thomas 
O'Brien,  Secretary." 

The  next  is  the  5th  of  June,  page  ISO : — 
<'Preeson's  Row,  Monday,  June  5th,  1848, 
Mr.  Boshell  in  the  chair.  Members  present — 
Messrs.  O'H&nlon,  Laffin,  Parks,  O'Gorman, 
Baker,  Somers,  Williams,  Biggers,  O'Brien, 
Gately,  Mansfield,  Foster,  Fitipatrick,  Murray, 
Delap,  Delamere,  O'Donnell,  Murphy,  O'Hanlon, 


Campbell,  Murphy,  Ryan.  Mr.  Williamson  re- 
ported on  the  second  meeting  of  the  Owen  Roe 
O'Neil  Club  at  Ordes,  their  system  of  arming. 
Mr.  Somers  reported  on  the  formation  of  a  club 
in  Dublin  Street  and  one  in  Limekiln  Lane. 
Mr.  Fitspatrick,  as  secretary  to  the  Brian 
Borhue  Club,  said  21  members  were  enroUed 
and  wanted  directions  from  this  committee.  Dr. 
Murphy  read  two  letters  from  the  secretary  in 
Dublin  to  Mr.  Smyth,  relating  to  cards,  &c. 
Mr.  Laffin  handed  in  a  long  report  on  seven 
various  clubs,  vi«.,  St.  Patrick,  New  Bird  Street, 
53  members,  good  front  room,  some  arms,  &c., 
&c. ;  Brian  Borhue  Club,  40,  Gilbert  Street,  21 
members ;  52,  Hurst  Street,  60  members,  &c. ; 
John  Mitchel  Club,  47,  Thomas  Street,  53  mem- 
bers ;  Owen  Roe  O'Neil  Club,  Ordes,  25  mem- 
bers ;  Oliver  Bond  Club,  46,  Nay  lor  Street,  30 
members;  Emmet  Club,  32  Rose  Place  off 
Scotland  Road,  lately  formed,  no  report  of 
members;  and  four  other  clubs  in  process  <f 
formation.  Mr.  Murray  reported  on  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  Park ;  want  a  club  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood. Mr.  Delamere  read  a  statement  on 
the  purchase  of  arms,  which  he  was  to  produce 
in  full  on  the  uext  committee,  viz.,  for  1 2  weeks 
for  a  rifie  at  bs.  per  week,  3/. ;  ditto  ditto  for  a 
musket  at  1«.,  125.;  ditto  ditto  for  a  pike  and 
handle  at  4rf.,  4*.  Mr.  0*Haulou  proposed  Mr. 
Murphy  as  chairman  for  Tuesday  night's  meet- 
ing; agreed  to.  Thomas  O'Brien,  Secretary, 
absent  on  this  night.    T.  O'B." 

There  is  a  hlank  page  in  the  book, 
and  there  was  another  meeting  at  another 
place  which  was  not  entered. 

The  next  is  Jnne  12th  : — 

"Committee  Rooms,  Preeson'e  Row,  June 
12th,  1848,  Mr.  Parks  in  the  chair.  Members 
present— Glynn,  Ward,  Mansfield,  Connolly, 
Williams,  Foster,  Boshell,  Fiizpatrick,  B.B.C., 
Andrew  Murphy,  P.  Cummins,  John  Parkins, 
J.  Shea,  Laffin,  O'Hanlon.  Mr.  Williamson  re- 
ported on  the  Owen  Roe  O'Neil  Club  and  its 
progress  in  arming,  which  was  satisfactory ; 
number  of  members,  42.  Mr.  0*Hanlon,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Brian  Borhue  Club,  reported  on  his 
club,  the  members  are  arming  very  satisfi&ctory ; 
number  of  members,  27.  Mr.  Perkins  re- 
ported on  the  John  Mitchel  Club;  number  of 
members,  65.  Mr.  Murphy  reported  of  the 
Felon's  Hope  Club,  established  an  arming  fund ; 
number  of  members,  43.  Mr.  Laffin  reported 
on  the  William  Orr  Club  j^umber  of  members, 
24.  '  Mr.  Laffin  was  appointed  to  the  chair  for 
next  meeting.    T.  O'Brien,  Secretary." 

The  next  is  the  19th  of  June,  page  136  :^ 

"  Council  Rooms,  Marble  Street,  June  ISth, 
1848,  Mr.  Murphy,  of  the  Felon*s  Hope  Club, 
in  the  chair.  Clubs  present — The  Felon's  Hope 
Club,  Oliver  Bond  Club,  WiUiam  Orr  Club, 
Liberator's  Club,  Saint  Patrick's  Club,  Owen 
Roe  O'Neil  Club,  Brian  Borhue  Club.  Clnbs 
represented-  Fau^h  a  Balhigh  Club,  changed  to 
Davis,  John  Mitchel  Club.  Mr.  Farrell  an- 
nounced the  formation  of  a  club  in  Eton, 
Windsor.  The  Sarsfield  will  be  formed  on 
Wednesday  night.     It  was  proposed  that  Mr. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


659]        The  Queen  against  Francis  O'Donnell  and  others,  1848. 


[660 


Parbi  do  take  the  chair  od  Tuesday  night ; 
passed.  The  motion  before  the  chair  as  to  the 
support  of  the  Council  Kooms  postponed  to  this 
night  week.  Mr.  Laffin  reported  progress  ;  he 
announced  the  formation  of  the  Bjrne  Club. 
Mr.  M*Manus  gave  notice  of  motion  to  the 
e£fect  that  he  will  move  that  an  Executive 
Council  be  formed  consisting  of  12  chosen  mem- 
bers elected  by  ballot  from  the  various  clubs. 
Mr.  Boshell  was  requested  to  act  as  President  of 
the  Patrick's  Club ;  accepted.  T.  O'Brien,  Sec- 
retary." 

The  next  is  the  20th  of  June,  page  188 :  — 
"  Circus  Street,  June  20th,  1848,  Mr.  Parks  in 
the  chair.  The  John  Mitchel  Club  arrived  in 
marching  order.  Deputies  and  other  members 
from  the  various  clubs  were  also  present.  Dr. 
Murphy  addressed  the  meeting  at  some  length ; 
he  gave  an  outline  of  the  week's  news ;  he  also 
alluded  to  the  formation  of  clubs  here  aud  in 
Ireland.  He  also  read  a  list  of  the  clubs  formed 
already,  and  those  in  course  of  formation.  He 
was  well  received  by  the  meeting.  Mr.  Jones 
addressed  the  meeting,  and  referred  to  a  recent 
article  in  the  Liverpool  Mercury,  whose  editor 
he  designated  as  a  wilful  liar.  After  a  few  remarks 
on  the  formation  of  clubs,he  concluded  by  calling 
upon  all  men  to  enrol  themselves.  He  was  cheered 
throughout  by  the  meeting.  Dr.  Reynolds  en- 
treat^ the  people  to  join  these  clubs.  Mr.  Laffin 
spoke  also  in  reference  to  the  clubs,  and  dealt  at 
some  length  on  the  embarrassment  of  the  Govern- 
ment He  also  alluded  to  the  special  constables, 
and,  speaking  of  revenue,  said  it  was  calculated 
that  a  falling  of  five  millions  would  take  place.  He 
was  well  received.  Dr.  Reynolds  again  ad- 
dressed the  meeting.  He  referred  to  a  detective 
who  applied  to  him  for  a  situation  as  driV  Ser- 
jeant, having  represented  himself  as  a  dismissed 
policeman.  He  cautioned  the  clubs  against  such 
fellows.  Mr.  M'Manus  addressed  the  meetiujg : 
he  read  a  paper  stating  the  amount  of  the  British 
Army  in  Ireland— he  stated  it  at  29,000  men. 
He  also  alluded  to  the  dubs,  and  spoke  at  great 
length  on  the  necessity  of  forming  clubs.  He 
aUuded  to  the  resignation  of  Robert  Holmes  as 
Bencher,  which  sentence  was  received  with  great 
acclamation.  He  alluded  to  the  arming  of  the 
dubs.  The  Chairman  then  introduced  a  Mr. 
Chadwick  to  the  meeting.  He  was  well  re- 
ceived. Mr.  Hopper  then  addressed  the  meet- 
ing. He  was  wefi  reoeived.  Mr.  Turley  came 
forward  and  recommended  clubs.  Mr.  Farrell, 
of  the  John  Mitchel  Club,  addressed  the  meeting. 
Bent,  niL    Thomas  O'Brien,  Secretary." 

The  next  is  the  26th  of  June,  page  140  :^ 
"  Coundl  Rooms,  Marble  Street,  June  26th, 
1848.  Mr.  Mallan  in  the  chair.  Deputies  present 
from  The  Fdon's  Hope  Club,  The  Liberator's 
Clnb.  The  St  Patrick's  Club.  The  John  Mitchel 
Club,  The  Brian  Borhue  Clnb.  The  Owen  Roe 
CNeil  Club,  The  Sarsfield  Cinb,  The  Roger 
O'Moore  Club,  The  William  Orr  Club,  The 
Davis  Club.  Mr.  M'Manns  brought  forward 
bis  motion,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Parks ; 
suspended  for  a  week.  He  then  proposed  that 
a  committee  of  seven  be  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  procming  arms  for  the  various  members  of 
the  dubs.    Eleven  were  named,  and  seven  wcte 


chosen  by  the  meeting — Mr.  M'Manus,  Mr. 
Parks,  Mr.  Downey,  Mr.  Somers,  Mr.  Dehimere, 
Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  O'Brien.  Mr.  Williamson 
proposed,  and  Mr.  Murphy  seconded,  a  com- 
mittee of  nine  for  the  organization  of  the  town. 
Committee  formed — Messrs.  Laffin,  Reynolds, 
'Murphy,  Mallan.  A.  Murphy,  B.  Murphy, 
O'Hanlon,  Brophy,  Delap.  It  was  resolved  that 
a  committee  of  five  be  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
corresponding  and  financial  matters;  passed. 
Committee  formed — Messrs.  Boshell,  Michael 
Murphy,  Coll,  Kenny,  Farrens.  Mr.  Ryan  was 
appointed  to  take  the  chair  on  Tuesday  night. 
T.  O'Brien,  Secretary." 

The  next  is  Jane  27th,  page  143  :— 
**  Mr.  Ryan  in  the  chair.  A  very  full  meet- 
ing. The  Chairman  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
necessity  of  forming  clubs.  Dr.  Reynolds  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  at  great  length,  and  was 
loudly  cheered  throughout.  Mr.  Jones  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  in  a  very  able  and  argumen- 
tative speech ;  he  was  well  received.  Mr.  Chad- 
wick addressed  the  meeting,  and  after  a  very 
able  speech  he  concluded  by  announcing  he 
would  deliver  a  lecture  on  the  formation  of 
clubs.  Mr.  Hopper  then  addressed  the  meeting. 
Mr.  Laffin  then  read  a  list  of  the  clubs  formed, 
and  then  announced  the  formation  of  seven  new 
clubs.  The  Chairman  announced  that  a  lecture 
would  be  delivered  at  Concert  Hall  on  Monday 
next.  Mr.  M'Manus  then  addressed  the  meet- 
ini;  in  a  very  able  speech ;  he  called  on  the 
meeting  to  look  clearly  before  them,  and  not  be 
led  by  vague  expressions  or  rounded  periods. 
He  was  loudly  cheered.  Mr.  Parks  then  spoke, 
and  requested  the  meeting  to  hear  him  read  a 
letter  from  the  President  of  the  Protestant 
Association  to  a  Roman  Catholic  clergyman. 
Mr.  Smyth  also  addressed  the  meeting.  Dr. 
O'Donnell  tben  came  forward  and  spoke  at  some 
length,  and  was  well  received.  Mr.  Somers 
addressed  the  meeting.  Rent,  nil.  Thos. 
O'  Brien,  Secretary.     Peter  Ryan,  Chairman." 

The  next  is  the  3rd  of  July,  page  144 : — 
«  Coundl  Rooms,  July  Srd,  1848.  Mr.  Boshell 
in  the  chair.  Deputies  present  from  The  St. 
Patrick's  Club,  Liberators,  Bagnal  Harvey,  Fe- 
lon's Hope,  William  Orr,  Oliver  Bond,  Roger 
O'Moore,  Sarsfield.  Tom  Steele,  Brian  Borhue, 
Lord  Ed's  Club,  Wolfe  Tone,  Davif,  Owen  Koe 
O'Neil,  John  Mitchel,  Erin's  Hope,  Mr.  BosheU 
reported  that  he  attended  on  Wednesday  for  the 
transaction  of  the  business  of  the  finance  and 
correspondence  committee,  and  no  one  attended. 
Mr.  Murphy  (one  of  the  committee)  called  be- 
fore the  appointed  hour.  Dr.  Reynolds  pro- 
posed, and  Mr.  Laffin  seconded—That  Mr. 
Joseph  Cuddy  be  admitted  a  member  of  the 
Oiganization  Committee;  passed.  Mr.  Laffin 
read  a  report  on  the  division  of  the  town 
into  districts,  and  announced  the  formation  of 
other  clubs.  Mr.  Somers,  as  chairman  of  the 
last  meeting,  gave  in  his  report  on  the  progress 
of  the  Arms  Committee.  It  was  resolved  that 
Geoige  White(a)  be  admitted  a  member  of  the 
Arms  Committee.    Mr.  Murphy,  Brian  Borhue 


a)  Seebdow,  p.711,&o. 
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Club,  was  appointed  to  the  chair  for  Tuesday 
night's  meetmg.    Thos.  O'Brien,  Secretary." 

The  next  is  the  10th  of  July,  page  147 : — 

^  Council  Rooms,  Marble  Street,  July  10th, 
1848.  Mr.  John  Clifford,  Tom  Steele  Club,  in 
the  chair.  Deputies  present  from  the  St. 
Patrick's  Club,  Felon's  Hope,  Bo^r  O'Moore, 
Owen  Roe  O'Neil,  Brian  Borhue,  Liberator,  Tom 
Steele,  William  Orr,  Wolfe  Tone,  John  Mitchel, 
Hamilton  Rowan,  Oliver  Bond,  Lord  Ed's,  Bag- 
nal  Harvey,  Bermuda  Clubs.  Mr.  Laffin  pro- 
posed, and  Mr.  Qlynn  seconded — ^That  the 
various  Chartists  clubs  in  Liverpool  be  re- 
quested to  send  delegates  to  this  council; 
passed.  Mr.  Smyth  r^  a  letter  from  Dublin 
announcing  the  arrest  of  John  Martin,  Charles 
Oavan  Dn%,  and  the  editor  of  the  Tribune. 
Mr.  Laffin  brought  forward  his  report  on  the 
progress  of  organisation,  and  suggested  the 
formation  of  a  council  of  nine  to  manage  the 
affitirs  of  the  different  clubs.  Report  adopted. 
He  announced  the  formation  of  two  new  dubs. 
Mr.  Boshell,  of  St.  Patrick's  Club,  was  appoint- 
ed  to  the  chair  for  Tuesday  night's  meeting. 
T.  O'Brien,  Secretary." 


The  next  is  the  11th  of  July,  page  148  :— 
"Circus  Street  Rooms,  July  11th,  1848. 
Doctor  Murphy  in  the  chair.  He  spoke  at 
some  length  on  the  clubs,  arrests,  and  the  late 
resolution  of  Conciliation  Hall.  There  was  a 
good  attendance  of  club  members.  Dr.  Rey- 
nolds addressed  the  meeting  at  great  length,  and 
was  well  received.  He  said  that  the  covenant 
between  the  Government  and  the  people  was 
broken,  that  we  were  without  a  constitution ;  the 
Crovemment  was  rendered  desperate  by  weak- 
ness. He  concluded  a  very  effective  speech 
amid  loud  cheers.  Mr.  Hopper  addressed  the 
meeting.  He  was  well  received.  Dr.  Reynolds 
again  addressed  the  meeting.  P.  Murphy, 
Chairman.    T.  O'Brien,  Secretary." 


The  next  i 

"Council  Rooms,  July  17th,  1848.  Dr. 
O'Donnell  in  the  chair.  Deputies  present  from 
the  Felon's  Hope  Club,  Brian  Borhue,  St.  Pat- 
rick's, John  Mitchd,  Bermuda,  Bagnall  Harvey, 
Owen  Roe  O'Neil,  Liberator,  Sarsfield,  Roger 
O'Moore,  William  Orr,  Tom  Steele,  Wolfe  Tone, 
Hamilton  Rowan,  Oliver  Bond,  Lord  Edward's, 
Davis,  Felon's  Brigade,  Chartists.  The  names  of 
the  following  men  were  read  out,  being  elected 
as  the  Executive  Council.  Drs.  Reynolds, 
O'Donnell,  Messrs.  Laffin,  M<Manus,  Smyth, 
Delamere,  O'Hanlon,  Jones,  Somers. 

There  is  another  of  the  18th  of  July  at 
l>agel50— 

«  July  18th,  1848.  Confederation  Meeting, 
Circus  Street.  Mr.  Downing  in  the  chair.  Dr. 
Reynolds  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  club 
organisation,  the  conduct  of  the  rulers.  Mr. 
Laffin  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  necessity  of 
spreading  the  organization  of  the  dubs,  and 
read  an  article  from  the  Pilot,  Mr.  Hopper 
addressed  the  meeting,  urging  the  necessi^  of 
persevering  onwards.  Mr.  Somers  addressed 
the  meeting  on  the  great  necessity  for  preparinir 
for  any   event  that   might  arise.    Mr.  Smyth 


addressed  the  meeting  on  the  legality  of  the 
clubs,  and  of  the  parties  forming  clubs  to  con- 
fine themselves  to  calm,  deliberate,  but  also 
determined  action ;  he  was  well  received  through- 
out. Mr.  Laffin  secretary  on  this  occasion. 
Downing,  Chairman." 

Now  we  will  read  the  docaments  and 
letters  that  were  proved.  These  were 
proved  to  be  in  Morphy's  handwriting. 
The  first  is  a  list  of  names : — Drs.  Rey^ 
ndds,  0* Donnelly  Messrs.  Laffin,  M*Mantu, 
Delamere,  0*Hanlon,  Jones,  Somers,  The 
second  is  also  a  li^t  of  names,  the  same 
names.  Then  there  is  a  letter  addressed 
Mr.  John  O'Hanlon,  16,  Peover  Street— 

**  Dear  Sir, — You  are  requested  to  attend  a 
committee  meeting  to  be  held  on  [Thursday  has 
been  written  and  scratched  out]  evening  at  the 
hour  of  8  o'clock  p.m.,  as  there  is  business  of 
importance  to  come  before  the  committee. — 
Edward  Murphy,  Secretary." 

My  lord,  this  is  a  letter  which  was 
spoken  to  as  being  in  the  writing  of 
BoeheU.  The  date  of  it  is  the  11th  of 
April  1848— 

"Tuesday.  Mr.  T.  M.  Halpin,  Dublin.— 
Dear  Sir, — I  received  your  circular  and  shall 
immediately  renew  my  subscription  to  the  Con- 
federation, but  of  course  through  our  body 
here.  We  have  lately  formed  a  finance  com- 
mittee of  which  I  am  a  member,  and  when  we 
meet  to-morrow,  I  shall  call  the  committee's  at- 
tention to  your  circular,  and  see  what  funds  we 
shall  be  able  to  send  over.  We  have  com- 
menced subscriptions  for  a  defence  fund.  I  am. 
Sir,  yours  truly,  Martin  Boshell." 

The  next  is  the  14th— 

"  Paradise  Street,  Liverpool,  27th  February 
1848.  Dear  Sir, — I  beer  to  inform  you  that  there 
was  a  very  numerous  and  enthusiastic  meet- 
ing of  confederates  at  the  George  the  Fourth, 
Hood  Street,  last  night,  and  that  it  was  re- 
solved, amidst  acclamations,  to  address  the 
French  people  through  M.  Ledru  Rollin,  upon 
their  recent  and  glonous  triumph,  etc.,  etc.,  and 
that  I  should,  without  delay,  communicate  with 
your  Council  in  order  to  have  its  opinion  upon 
the  resolution  we  have  come  to.  Our  com- 
mittee meet  every  night  this  week  in  order  to 
watch  the  progress  of  liberty  in  France,  and  to 
ascertain  how  we  may  best  encourage  it  *  We 
conceive  that  addresses  from  all  the  large  towns 
in  England,  and  from  all  the  Confederate  clubs 
of  the  empire,  would  not  only  encourage  the 
war  party  in  France,  but  prove  very  instruc- 
tive to  the  Cabinet  and  Legislature  of  this 
country,  llierefore,  in  addition  to  our  own 
meeting  and  address,  we  hope  to  be  able  to 
induce,  if  necessary,  the  democrats  and  Char- 
tists of  this  town  to  get  up  a  meeting  and  ad- 
dress also.  I  am,  in  the  meantime,  dear  Sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  George  Smyth." 

The  other  letter  is  dated  March  21sfc, 
1848— 

"  84,  Paradise  Street,  Liverpool.  Dear  Sir, 
—I  beg  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  resolution 
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ananimously  adopted  by  the  raemberg  of  the 
Liverpool  Repeal  Association  and  the  members 
of  the  Irish  Confederation  in  this  town.  It  was 
further  agreed  by  both  sections  of  Repealers 
here,  that  the  resolution  in  question  should  be 
sent  as  a  substitute  for  the  address  of  the  com- 
mittee to  both— that  is  the  Old  and  Young  Ire- 
land Repealers  in  Dublin.  Hoping  that  the 
earnest  recommendation  of  the  Liverpool  Re- 
pealers will  be  acted  on,  I  have  the  honour  to 
be.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  George  Smyth.— 
To  Mr.  T.  M.  Halpin,  Secretary  of  the  Irish 
Confederation." 

Charles  illired— Examined  by  Grompton. 

Press  reporter.  Proved  the  following 
speech  of  the  defendant  Somers  at  a  meet- 
ing at  the  Music  Hall  on  March  Slst : — 

«« Mr.  Somers  seconded  the  resolution,  and  said 
if  they  were  not  prepared  to  follow  the  example 
of  France,  say  so  by  leaving  the  room.  It  was 
not  a  week  since  the  dastardly  hirelings  of 
Government  had  invaded  the  right  of  public 
meeting  by  intimidating  a  set  of  as  worthy 
democrats  as  ever  the  light  of  heaven  shooe 
upon.  Were  they  not  determined  to  support 
the  principle  of  the  resolution?  (Tremendous 
cries  of  'Yes,  Yes.*)  They  had  petitioned 
that  Parliament,  who  had  shown  that  they  could 


There  is  a  break  there.  Then  it  goes 
on — 

"  He  asked  them  not  to  revengje  themselves 
that  night,  but  if  to  their  next  petition  they  got 
a  nay,  let  them  present  one  on  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  (Tremendous  applause.)  This  night 
as  an  Irishman  he  offered  them  the  hand  of 
fraternity,  for  he  whs  satisfied  that  their  (the 
democratic)  cause  of  necessity  could  call  to  the 
field  50,000  Irishmen.  (Great  cheering.)  Were 
the  Englishmen  prepared  to  act  with  them? 
(Cries  of  *  Yes,  Yes.*)  Let  them  swear  that  night 
to  one  common  cauie,  of  the  Charter  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  Repeal  of  Ireland;  and  if  so,  the 
day  of  these  tyrannical  ministers  will  be  brief 
(Cheers.)  The  press  did  not  like  the  fraternity 
of  the  English  and  Irish.  He  saw  this  in  the 
press  of  this  town,  in  that  slavish  paper  the 
Mercury.  (Tremendous  disapprobation,  followed 
by  several  rounds  of  hissing.)  He  was  well 
aware  they  had  discernment  to  judge  of  the 
merits  of  the  press  as  well  as  himself.  He  had 
commenced  with  the  Mercury " 

Then  there  is  a  break  of  the  word; 
"  asked  '*  is  the  first  word — 
**  asked  what  will  yon  do  if  there  should  be  a 
massacre  of  the  men  of  Liverpool.  Would  they 
revenge,  and  how?  (Cries  of  Moscow.)  No,  not 
Moscow;  he  would  asked  them  what  money 
they  could  spare  to  buy  weapons.  He  could 
tell  them  that  there  were  good  enough  muskets 
to  be  had  in  Liverpool  at  five  shillings  each,  a 
bayonet  included,  if  necessary." 

Mr.  J<me9  addressed  the  meeting.  Dr. 
BmrnMi  and  a  yonng  Scotchman  named 
Olirhe  were  there.  There  was  a  meeting  at 


the  same  place  on  April  7th.    Dr.  Beynolds 
said — 

**  The  last  speaker  had  said  there  should  be 
no  property  qualification,  and  he,  Dr.  Reynolds, 
said  there  should  be  no  mental  qualification  for 
a  speaker  if  he  had  the  spirit  of  a  man  within 
him  and  an  arm  to  strike  the  blow  in  the  cause 
of  freedom.  (Cheers.)  He  was  a  Young  Ire- 
lander,  one  of  that  class  of  men  who  detested 
and  hated  and  spumed  the  word  petition.  He 
would  demand  from  a  trembling  constitution 
the  rights  of  which  they  hid  been  deprived. 
They  must,  to  gain  their  rights,  roar  like  lions, 
and  if  the  day  should  ever  come  when  they 
should  be  required  to  show  the  lion's  claws,  they 
must  have  them  to  show.  (Cheers.)  Let  the 
Chartists  of  England  and  Irish  Repealers  unite  in 
one  grand  body,  and  all  the  powers  of  England 
and  foreign  assistance  to  help  could  make  no 
impression  upon  the  phalanx  they  would  pre- 
sent." 

Simon  jff(w Aw— Examined  by  WeUhy. 

Reporter  for  a  newspaoer.  Proved  the 
following  speech  of  the  defendant  Bonders 
at  the  meeting  on  May  7th.     He  said — 

'*In  last  week's  paper  a  misstatement  ap- 
peared; the  paper  reported  that  I  asked  yon, 
'  Provided  a  massacre  of  the  people  took  place, 
what  would  you  do  ?  *  Such  were  not  the  ex- 
pressions. 1  asked,  in  the  case  of  the  imprison- 
ment of  the  men  over  whom  the  State  prosecu- 
tion are  hanging,  and  an  insurrection  took 
place  in  Ireland,  and  the  people  were  mowed 

down " 

» 

AUomey-Chneral :  Go  on  to  the  place 
*'  I  have  been  asked." 

Witness :  "  You  cannot  face  bristling  bayonets 
with  sticks.  I  have  been  asked  where  you  can 
get  the  arms  Hpoken  of.  I  believe  if  any  of  you 
call  on  Dr.  Reynolds  he  will  be  able  to  procure 
for  you  a  good  pike.  (A  voice,  *  Three  cheers 
for  Dr.  Reynolds.')  For  my  part  I  am  not 
accustomed  to  the  musket,  and  prefer  a  pike ; 
but  those  who  prefer  a  rifle  may  also  have  them 
from  him,  fully  proof,  on  terms  almost  un- 
reasonably low.  (A  voice,  *  Where  does  he 
live?')  The  gentleman  will  give  you  his 
address  before  he  leaves  the  meeting,  and  he 
can  supply  you,  1  believe,  with  6,000  of  them. 
(Loud  cheering.)  No  man  deprecates  the 
shedding  of  blood  more  than  I  do,  or  the  burn- 
ing of  a  warehouse,  but  this  I  say—  (A  voice, 
*  There  are  reporters  here.*)  I  am  aware  of  it, 
I  wibh  them  to  note  this,  that  it  may  be  carried 
on  the  wings  of  the  press,  to  the  bedchambers, 
if  necessary,  of  the  gentlemen  concerned,  and 
to  Government  itself,  that  there  is  an  organisa- 
tion in  Liverpool,  that  there  is  an  organisation 
in  Manchester,  that  there  is  an  organisation  at 
the  foot  of  the  very  throne  itself ;  and  I  tell  the 
merchants  of  Liverpool  that,  as  I  think  I  see 
Warsaw  in  flames,  to  take  care  that  the  sparks 
of  ignition  may  not  reach  the  very  town  and 
spot  on  which  we  are  standing ;  and  ut  the  same 
time  I  tell  them  that,  before  the  news  is  four 
hours  in  Liverpool  of  any  attempted  massacre 
of  my  countrymen — I  care  not,  mind  you,  genr 
Uemen,  if  there  were  20,0C0  British  bayonets 
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here  aod  100,000  special  constables,  I  care  not, 
in  spite  of  them  all — despite  all  their  efforts, 
in  despite  of  as  much  more,  the  martyrs  dying 
on  the  scaffold  or  on  the  plain  would  have  the 
consolation,  in  giving  their  last  throe,  of  looking 
up  to  heaven  and  seeing  the  skies  reddened 
with  the  blaze  of  the  Babylons  of  England.  This 
I  wish  the  press  to  take  down.*' 

WeUhy:  Did  Dr.  Beynolds  speak  after 
Somera  ? — Yes. 

Have  yon  a  note  of  what  he  said  P— Yes. 
He  said — 

**  When  I  give  in  my  adhesion  to  a  cause  I  will 
never  give  it  up  till  death  or  success.  There  shall 
never  be  a  Chartist  meeting  in  Liverpool  at  which 
I  shall  not  make  my  appearance  before  you.  I 
hate  those  slow,  lazy  theorists  of  liberty  who 
will  read  pamphlets  by  the  fireside,  but  when 
the  day  of  danger  and  discussion  comes  will  be 
away  m>m  the  glorious  field  of  battle,  and  will 
leave  you  without  a  head  to  guide  or  an  arm 
to  assist  yon  ;  and  if  I  see  there  is  use  for  better 
professions  than  that  I  belong  to,  I  intend  to 
give  it  up.  I  know  of  no  physic  that  can  give 
strength  to  a  person  who  wants  food,  and  the 
people  of  England  want  food  much  more  than 
what  I  can  give  them.  It  is  my  intention  to 
set  up  in  the  ironmongery  business  in  your  town. 
It  is  my  intention  to  deal  largely  in  the  articles 
of  muskets  and  bayonets  and  of  pikes  (A  voice, 
*  That's  the  physic*),  and  very  probably  the  next 
week's  papers  will  tell  you  where  you  can  get 
good  guns,  warranted  not  to  burst,  and  pikes  of 
the  best  description,  at  the  most  reasonable 
prices.  I  can  inform  you  now  pretty  accurately 
what  they  can  be  got  for.  A  good  gun  and 
bayonet,  warranted  good,  can  be  got  for  12s.  6<f. 
— a  good  pike-head  can  be  got  for  2*.  More 
information  I  shall  give  you  at  another  time, 
but  recollect  what  I  sell  them  for.  I  do  not 
call  upon  you  to  become  rebels,  I  do  not  call 
upon  you  to  make  use  of  them,  but  the  law 
allows  you  to  have  them,  and  why  should  you 
not  have  them  when  the  law  allows  you  to  have 
them?  I  tell  you  this— I  care  not  whether  my 
position  be  one  of  danger  o»  not,  I  care  not 
whether  my  weapons  be  legal  or  illegal —no  cause 
ever  yet  succeeded  in  which  men  were  not  pre- 
pared to  lend  themselves  to  the  scaffold  if  need 
be.  And  I  should  go  on  if  I  thought  that  the 
first  year  I  commenced  I  should  be  taken  to 
the  scaffold  for  doing  it.  Remember,  oh  mortal 
men  before  me,  that  you  mast  die  one  time  or 
other ;  and  I  would  rather  die  leaving  a  glorious 
name  behind  me,  of  which  neither  conntry  nor 
family  should  he  ashamedythan  linger  out  a  miser- 
able existence  and  die  the  victim  of  a  miserable 
old  age.  We  Mant  many  things  in  town,  and 
as  I  am  an  ambitious  man,  if  you  will  allow  me 
to  be  one  of  your  committee  I  shall  work  hard, 
and  may  suggest  many  things  which  will  be  of 
service  to  the  public  cause.  Now,  what  kind 
of  a  press  have  you  in  Liverpool  ?  Is  there  one 
honest  newspaper  in  England  except  Feargus 
O'Connor's  paper.  We  want  a  press  in  this 
great  town  to  give  a  proper  expression  to  the 
withes  of  the  people,  to  correct  misrepresenta- 
tions of  your  public  meetings,  and  to  combat 
the  detestable    ribaldry  with  which   all  your 


efforts  are  m^  We  can  patronize  Duffy,  and 
I  wish  we  had  a  local  paper  of  our  own,  for 
Liverpool  is  a  grand  town,  and,  if  they  attempt 
an  attack,  it  is  the  first  town  that  will  be  won 
by  Ibe  friends  of  liberty.  Now,  we  meet  again 
next  Friday.  You  will  see  me  again  and  my 
talented  friend  Somers.  Judge  of  me  and  him 
as  a  specimen  of  what  Toung  Irelanders  are, 
and  be  assured  you  will  not  encounter  any 
danger  of  which  I  shall  not  be  at  the  front  I 
was  near  forgetting  one  thing,  to  propose  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman.  His  is  an  honour- 
able post,  as  honourable  as  any  except  to  be  the 
commanderjn-chief  of  what  they  call  rebels, 
but  what  I  call  the  friends  of  freedom." 

The  report  continnes — 
'*A  man  rose  in  the  meeting  and  said  my 
name  is  Thomas  Murphy  ;  I  live  in  Bond  Court, 
Upper  Frederick  Street.  I  merely  want  to 
intimate  to  Dr.  Reynolds  that  I  can  supply  him 
with  619  good  steel  blades,  22  inches  long,  and 
a  good  ash  handle  to  each  (Loud  cheering)  at 
ecT  each." 

I  also  attended  asain  at  a  meeting  held 
in  the  Music  Hall  on  the  14th  of  April. 
This  is  a  hasty  sammary  which  I  drew  up 
as  they  were  speaking,  therefore  I  can« 
not  speak  so  positiyely  to  it,  but  of  coarse 
I  can  SHj  that  to  the  best  of  my  belief  it 
is  correct.  Soinera  was  there.  Dr.  Bey* 
nold8,  in  a  manner  as  reckless  as  before, 
then  addressed  the  meeting  amidst  load 
applaase,  and  said  he  was  resolyed  to  be 
the  first  yictim  of  Lord  John  BuetellVs 
Bill,  and  to  have  a  pike  ready  to  tear  the 
parchment  in  pieces.  Mr.  Somen  then 
spoke  in  a  penitent  and  becoming  tone 
expressive  of  the  deep  sorrow  he  shoald 
feel  to  see  blood  flowing  from  the  veins 
of  any  man  in  conseqnence  of  what  he 
said.  He  was  marring  the  effect  of  his 
former  remarks  by  advising  the  people  to 
arm  and  annoancing  that  Liverpool  had 
been  divided  into  sections  with  proper 
officers  over  each. 

Cross-examined  by  Segar. 

Were  those  meetings  of  the  Chartists  ? — 
Yes.  The  bill  which  called  the  first  meet* 
itig  convened  a  meeting  of  the  democrats 
of  Liverpool. 

Have  yon  that  billP — I  remember  it. 
The  Chartists  and  Bepealers  fraternized, 
and  the  two  subseqaent  meetings,  if  I 
mistake  not,  were  held  by  an  adjoarnment. 

I  daresay  yoa  know  the  people  there  in 
a  great  measure  P — Yes. 

Those  you  knew,  did  you  know  them  lo 
be  Chartists  P — I  shoald  say  chiefly  they 
were. 

Do  you  know  whether  the  chairman  was 
a  Chartist  P — I  should  say  the  Bepealers 
engrafted  them  upon  themselves. 
Cross-examined  by  Dearely. 

Were   not   resolntions  passed  at  that 
meeting— Chartist    resolntions  P — Speak- 
I  ing  from  memory,  I  think  so. 
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Universal  suffrage,  and  so  on  P — I  think 
«o. 

Did  not  you  understand  it  to  be  a  purely 
Chartist  meeting?— When  I  first  went  to 
the  meeting  I  did. 

Prom  the  resolutions  that  were  passed, 
would  not  you  conclude  that  it  was  a 
Chartist  meeting? — Yes,  I  think  I  should. 

Attorney- General :  What  are  the  reso- 
lutions?—The  first  I  haye  the  effect  of. 
The  meeting  pledged  itself  to  exert  every 
faculty  of  mind  and  body  to  secure  the 
recognition  of  universal  su^rage,  and 
establishing  the  People's  Charter.  Mr. 
Thomcu  Davis  moved  the  second  resolu- 
tion, to  the  effect  that  members  of  Parlia- 
ment were  but  the  servants  of  the  people, 
and  ought  to  be  ready  at  all  times  to  do 
their  bidding,  and  the  meeting  therefore 
called  upon  the  members  from  Liverpool 
and  South  Lancashire  to  support  the 
prayer  for  the  People's  Charter. 

Cross-examined  by  Atkinson. 

Was  there  any  one  stopping  you  f^om 
going  in  ? — No  one. 

Were  there  other  reporters  besides  you 
and  the  person  who  has  been  here  ? — Yes. 

Samuel  Porey — Examined  by  the 
Attorney-  General. 

A  police  officer.  Spoke  to  a  meeting  on 
the  25th  of  April  in  Queen's  Square. 
Smyth,  Somers,  Dr.  Reynolds,  and  Boheny 
were  there. 

Robert  Bocke — Examined  by  Paget. 

Reporter.  Spoke  to  Doheny*s  speech 
ac  this  meeting:  Mr.  Boheny  said  he 
and    Mitchel  hf^   been  deputed  by    the 

,  Irish  Confederation  to  come  over  to 
this  country  to  express  their  opinions 
upon  the  necessity  of  adopting  eH'ective 
measures.  He  regretted  to  say  his  friend 
Mitchel  was  not  present,  he  having  been 
obliged  to  return  to  Dublin  by  the  mail 
steamer  that  evening.  The  advice  he  had 
to  give  them  was  snort  and  simple.  It 
was  to  arm,  arm,  arm.  (Lond  cheers.)  He 
advised  them  to  have  pikes  and  guns,  and, 
if  necessary,  to  sell  their  coat*  and  buy 
them  weapons.  A  man,  he  said,  walked 
the  streets  more  proudly  with  a  pike  in 
his  hand.  In  fact,  he  looked  more  erect, 
and  had  more  the  appearance  of  a  man ; 
and  if  he  had  a  memorial  to  present  to  the 
Queen,  or  a  petition  to  the  House  of 
C-^mmons,  the  possessing  a  rifle  caused 
the  petition  to  have  greater  weight  upon 
the  minds  of  those  to  whom  it  was  pre- 

-  sented.  He  had  no  hesitation  then,  in 
spite  of  their  Gagging  Bill,  to  tell  the 
])  'ople  to  get  rifles  and  pikes  with  all 
speed,  beoause,  in  the  first  place,  there 
was  no  law  to  prevent  the  sale  of  those 
weapons,  and  because  they  were  essential 


and  useful.  And  he  dwelt  upon  the 
Government  and  their  attempt  to  put 
down  free  discussion  by  the  adoption  of 
their  Gagging  Bill.  Brown  kept  his  spies 
in  Dublin  to  find  out  where  the  pikes  were 
made,  and  the  consequence  was  that  since 
then  2,000  pikes  were  manufactured  now 
where  only  one  was  manufactured  before. 
tCries  of  *•  There  are  spies  here.")  Of 
course  there  were,  where  were  they  not? 
He  knew  not  whether  there  were  any 
reporters ;  if  there  were,  so  much  the 
better.  The  people  of  England,  however, 
who  could  not  afford  money  to  bury  the 
people  of  Ireland  who  died  of  disease,  had 
plenty  of  money  to  pay  spies.  It  was 
sarely  no  advantage  to  the  English  manu* 
facturer  to  have  millions  of  people  in  Ire- 
land living  in  raRs,  feeding  upon  the 
coarsest  food,  and  dying  in  thousands. 
Let  Bepeal  be  given,  and  let  the  people 
return  to  their  homes,  and  think  the  time 
was  come  to  right  things  in  Ireland. 

Is  that  the  end  of  Mr.  Boheny*$  speech  P 
—Yes. 

Who  was  the  next  speaker  ? — Dr.  Bey- 
nolds.  He  said  that  he  must  necessarily 
sing  small,  as  the  Gagging  Act  had  be- 
come law.  A  time  was  coming,  however, 
when  he  could  and  would  speak  out  plain- 
er; and  I  (said  Dr.  B.)  solemnly  swear 
from  this  spot  that  I  will  meet  yoa  here- 
after, when  there  shall  be  no  Gagging 
Act  to  prevent  the  free  expression  of  my 
thoughts.  (Cheers.)  He  thought  there 
was  no  harm,  but  a  great  deal  of  good  to 
be  obtained  in  having  the  people  armed, 
the  more  particularly  as  all  the  people  of 
Ireland  were  Repealers,  and  three-fourths 
of  the  people  of  England  were  Chartists. 
He  had  addressed  35,000  Chartists  and 
Repealers  at  the  North  Shore  on  Good 
Friday,  and  when  their  hands  had  been 
held  up  in  support  of  the  resolutions,  the 
forest  of  hands  was  so  OTeat  that  even  the 
very  waters  of  the  Mersey  seemed  to 
stand  still  and  feel  amazed. 

The  Witness  also  spoke  to  a  meeting  on 
the  North  Shore  on  Sunduy,  June  1 1th, 
1848.  Dr.  Beynolds  was  there.  I  cannot 
identify  Hopper :  a  person  passing  by  that 
name  was  there.  Somers  was  also  there. 
Dr.  Beynolds  rose  to  address  the  meeting 
amid  great  applause.    He  said — 

''Gentlemen,  I  came  here  to  five  yoa  my 

calm  and  long-considered  opinioDS.    I  adopt  the 

motto  of  the  French  nation,  <  liberty,  equality, 

fratemixation  '  (cheers),  and  what  I.  mean  by 

I  liberty  1  will  tell  you.    I  do  not  mean  anarehy. 

I  For  1  am  far  from  thinking  that  no  government 

I  is  better  than  a  bud  government.     I  coooeive 

<  that  the  worbt  government  we  can  have  would 

be   better   than   anarchy.     I    wish    for   oood 

government.    I  wish  for  a  government  in  mich 

the  people  shall  have  their  share  and  proper 

share  in  the  representation,  and  I  am  sure  you 
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reqoire  nothing  else.  You  require  good  laws, 
ftnd  if  good  laws  be  given  to  you  you  will  be 
content.  (Cheers.)  My  opinion  of  equality  is 
this,  that  we  never  had  a  time,  and  never  can 
have  a  time,  when  all  men  will  be  equal.  We 
want  equal  rights  and  equal  laws,  the  same  law 
for  the  rich  man  and  the  poor  man.  (Applause.) 
We  want  the  same  right  and  power  to  places  of 
dignity  in  the  State  to  be  open  alike  to  the  poor 
man  and  the  rich  man ;  and  we  are  not  one  of 
that  mischievous  set  of  men  who  would  say 
that  all  men  should  have  equal  property.  We 
mi^bt  as  well  say  that  all  men  should  have  equal 
height  and  equal  breadth.  We  would  not  be 
like  the  robber  who  when  he  got  a  tall  man  cut 
him  shorter,  and  when  he  got  a  short  man  pulled 
him  until  he  stretched  him  longer.  That  kind 
of  equality  we  do  not  want.  It  does  not  exist 
in  nature ;  and,  before  a  man  proves  it  to  be 
just,  he  must  take  a  spade  and  make  of  equal 
depth  every  river  that  falls  into  the  ocean,  and 
he  must  then  mount  in  his  balloon  and  take  a 
scissors  and  chip  every  planet  to  an  equal  size. 
No,  we  want  to  have  the  upper  class,  the  middle 
class,  and  the  lower  class  still.  We  want  equal 
rights  and  privileges.  We  want  no  obstructions 
in  the  way  of  the  poor  man,  but  we  want  to 
enable  him  to  arrive  by  laws  of  the  land  at  the 
highest  offices  and  dignities  of  the  State,  if  he 
has  good  conduct,  talent,  and  industry  to  enable 
him  to  do  so.  By  fraternization  I  mean  that  we 
should  love  every  man  and  hate  no  man  for  the 
class  to  which  he  belongs,  but  for  the  principles 
he  possesses.  I  would  not  set  class  against 
class,  and  I  would  not  join  you  if  I  thought  you 
would  have  any  hatred  against  the  middle  class. 
I  love  the  friend  of  freedom,  though  he  may  be 
as  rich  as  Feargus  0*Connor  or  Smith  O'Brien, 
and  hate  the  poor  slave  though  he  may  be  as 
poor  as  a  perjured  policeman.  (Cheers  and 
Laughter.)  I  believe  you  understand  me,  and 
that  I  understand  you.  You  meet  here  as  men 
of  reason,  as  men  of  courage,  as  men  of  intelli- 
gence, to  tell  a  wicked,  a  horrible  Government, 
a  starving,  hypocritical  and  tyrannical  Govern- 
ment (hear,  hear,  and  cheers),  before  this  year 
passes  they  must  cease  to  be  governors  or  you 
must  cease  to  be  men.  (Great  cheers.)  If  you 
meet  for  that  purpose  I  am  with  you  hand  and 
heart.  There  is  no  use  in  having  a  man's 
tongue  with  you,  he  may  prate  as  much  as  he 
likes,  or  there  is  no  use  in  having  a  man's  heart, 
if  his  hand  is  not  with  you  to  grasp  a  pike  or  a 
musket.  (Cheers.)  That  man  had  better  be  a 
thousand  miles  away  fcom  you  than  blight  a 
meeting  at  such  a  time  and  in  such  a  dangerous 
cause  by  his  dangerous  presence.  (Hear,  hear.) 
You  are  discontented,  and  so  am  I,  with  Lord 
John  Russell.  And  why?  Because  he  is  the 
greatest  hypocrite  that  ever  lived;  because 
when  he  was  out  of  power  he  hated  Wellington, 
and  the  poor  little  rebel  was  then  able  to  beat 
Wellinj^ton  because  the  people  of  England  were 
with  him.  How  did  he  win  ?  Not  by  either 
moral  or  physical  force  separately,  but  by  the 
power  of  moral  and  physical  force  united.  And 
we  can  beat  that  little  blackguard  now  under 
the  command  of  Smith  O'Brien  and  Feargus 
O'Connor.  (Cheers.)  He  thinks  we  ought  to  be 
very  well  contented  now,  because  the  Government 


are  a  pious  and  civil  Government.  If  we  were 
to  make  out  their  piety  from  the  votes  they  have 
given  in  favour  of  bishops,  they  must  be  pious 
enough;  and  if  we  have  not  the  most  pious 
people  in  the  world,  we  certainly  have  the  best- 
fed  fellows  to  teach  them  piety.  But  what  is 
their  piety  ?  They  profess  to  be  the  disciples 
of  a  (rod  of  peace,  and  yet  they  have  muskets 
and  bayonets  and  police  to  rob  the  poor  man  of 
his  pittance.  (Cheers.)  We  hope  Uiat  every 
man  hereafter  will  be  able  to  enjoy  as  much  a« 
he  earned,  and  that  he  will  not  be  robbed  by  a 
blackguard  Government.  Well,  now,  what  kind 
of  a  ^vemment  have  we  ?  I  hold  that  the  man 
who  first  established  the  police  was  a  great 
tyrant  Who  struts  biggest  and  boldest  in 
Liverpool  ?  It  is  not  the  man  of  high  rank,  but 
it  is  the  perjured  scoundrel  policeman.  (Cheers.) 
If  you  are  going  home  at  night  and  he  smells 
drink  from  you,  or  if  he  smells  it  from  himself 
if  not  from  you,  he  will  shake  the  man,  and,  if 
the  man  struggles,  he  is  pulled  off  and  lodged 
all  night  where  criminals  should  be  lodged ;  and 
if  his  wife  hears  of  it,  and  goes  after  him,  she 
is  seized  by  the  neck  and  thrust  in,  upon  the 
ground  that  she  has  attempted  to  rescue  the 
prisoner.  You  may  have  twenty  men  to  prove 
you  were  not  drunk,  that  all  your  wife  did  was 
to  cry  and  weep,  but  that  perjured  policeman's 
oath  is  believed  and  you  are  fined.  Are  you 
contented  with  that  ?  (No,  no.)  If  you  are,  you 
are  the  veriest  slaves  that  ever  lived.  Y^u 
must  have  your  Charter,  and  you  will  have  no 
more  of  that.  If  you  all  here  had  a  voice  in  the 
representation,  would  you  have  a  member  of 
Parliament  that  would  allow  that  force  to  re- 
main a  single  hour  in  existence?  But  you 
were  never  represented  in  Parliament.  You 
were  made  machines  of,  and  if  they  are  not 
made  dangerous  machines  you  deserve  to  be  the 
veriest  slaves.  (Cheers.)  You  want  to  choose 
whom  you  like  to  be  your  representatives.  Is 
not  that  a  terrible  thing  ?  If  yon  had  a  daughter 
and  you  said  to  her,  *  I  want  to  get  you  married,' 
and  that  there  were  three  ugly  fellows  sitting 
over  there,  and  that  there  was  a  fine  handsome 
fellow  sitting  here,  whom  she  liked,  and  that 
you  said  she  should  not  have  him,  what  would 
be  her  reply  ?  Why,  she  would  say,  *  I  will 
have  that  fine  fellow  over  there,  and  not  the 
blackguards  you  want  me  to  take.'  And  if  you 
have  as  much  pluck  as  the  girl  has  when  iu  love, 
yon  will  send  your  man  to  Parliament  and  you 
will  pay  him  while  there,  and  then  you  will 
have  the  heart  of  a  girl  and  the  success  of  a  girl 
too.  Well,  another  thing  you  want,  you  want 
the  power  to  make  a  choice  if  your  first  choice 
does  not  suit  you.  Does  not  every  day  prove 
the  excellency  of  that  principle.  Two  or  three 
j^ears  ago  you  would  have  chosen  John  Smith  of 
the  Mercury.  Tlien  he  was  the  friend  of  free- 
dom, and  now  he  calls  the  Irishmen  '  a  set  of 
rogues,'  he  calls  them  *  idle  vagabonds,'  but  be- 
fore this  Christmas  we  will  be  very  busy,  more 
busy  than  he  likes.  (Cheers.)  Then  yon  would 
have  had  Bully  Rushton  a  few  years  ago. 
There  was  a  time  when  he  called  upon  you  to 
attack  the  police,  but  he  is  now  paid  1,700/.  a 
year,  fCnd  he  is  fond  of  the  police.  Would  you 
have  him  now  for  your  member  of  Parliament  ? 
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Toura  to  restore  that  heroic  man  to  the  hosom  of 
his  family  and  native  laud  ! '  (Cheers.)  Gentle- 
men, there  is  only  one  way  of  restoring  him ;  that 
is,  not  at  puhlic  meetings,  hut  at  cluh  houses. 
Every  street  in  Liverpool  and  every  town  ought 
to  have  its  cluh  ;  every  club  its  president,  vice* 
president,  and  other  commanding  officers  ;  every 
club  ought  to  take  care  to  have  every  power  of 
defending  itself  ;  every  officer  onght  to  have  his 
rifle,  every  committee  man  his  musket,  and 
every  member  ought  to  have  his  pike.  (Great 
cheers.)  When  you  have  this  you  will  have  a 
power  that  all  the  people  of  England  cannot  pat 
down,  and  if  you  have  it  not  now,  I  will  put 
you  down  as  greater  slaves  next  year  than  you 
were  last.  Recollect  the  people  of  Ireland  are 
organizing,  they  see  a  fine  crop  on  their  land, 
they  are  going  to  reap  it,  and  they  have  made  a 
vow  that  a  pound  of  that  corn  fhall  not  leave 
the  land.  (Cheers.)  I  think  it  is  a  very  proper 
vow,  and  I  for  one  join  in  it,  and,  if  they  aUempt 
to  take  that  com  away  by  ballets  and  bayonets, 
the  people  may  take  bullets  and  bayonets  to 
keep  it  there.  (Cheers.)  Well,  if  they  go  to 
cut  down  the  Irish,  will  you  stop  until  Uiey 
come  and  cut  you  down  after wai-ds  ?  (No,  and 
cheers.)  Will  you  tell  them  there  is  work 
enough  here  without  going  across  the  Channel  ? 
Ic  is  true,  I  aiu  told  that  1  speak  with  a  gag  in 
my  mouthy  and  that  1  may  be  taken  up  to- 
morrow. I  would  not  like  to  be  taken  up,  be- 
cause I  could  do  more  good  out  of  gaol  thiin  in 
it ;  but  perhaps  not,  for  as  the  Son  of  God  did 
more  good  the  week  after  he  wa^  crucified  than 
he  did  before,  so  John  Mitchel  has  done  more 
good  since  his  conviction  than  he  did  before. 
And  Ernest  Joms  may  do  the  »ame  in  London, 
and  so  may  Lawrence  Reynolds  in  Liverpool. 
(Cheers.)  If  I  am  taken,  do  not  attempt  a 
rescue,  or  otherwise  you  will  injure  your  cause 
and  please  the  Government,  for  if  the  Govern- 
ment could  only  see  you  burning  a  few  booses 
and  murdering  a  few  people,  it  would  be  so 
much  the  better  for  them.  Organize !  tell  them 
the  weather  is  too  warm  just  now  for  such  fun, 
but  that,  if  they  want  fires  next  winter,  you  will 
show  them  a  little  of  it.  (Cheers.)  The 
Government  passed  a  law,  and  only  one  man  hat 
been  taken  up  under  it.  Tbey  have  not  taken 
me,  I  dare  them  to  do  it.  I  have  been  as  sedi- 
tious as  I  could,  and  I  would  be  more  seditious 
if  I  knew  how.  I  have  been  threatened  and 
asked  how  long  would  I  lire  a  slave,  and  I  said 
until  next  Christmas.  (Cheers.)  I  would  not 
bear  it  so  long,  only  I  would  not  like  to  die  by 
myself,  but  would  like  to  have  others  to  die 
with  me.  If  they  want  to  put  us  all  in  prisons 
tbey  must  have  large  prisons  for  us.  The 
wealth  of  England  has  been  spent  on  large 
prisons  for  sick  and  infirm  people,  but  they  must 
have  larger  prisons  if  they  want  to  put  every 
one  as  guilty  as  1  am  into  them.  Perhaps  ther 
think  to  oatch  us  all  together  some  fine  day,  but  if 
they  do,  then  I  hope  we  will  have  something  to 
defend  ourselves  with,  and  if  you  won%  I  will." 


(Na)     Well,  I  think  common  sense  tells  us  we 
have  no  reason  to  be  content,  and  if  you  have 
not  any  reason  to  be  content,  I  am  sure  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  have  no  reason  to  he  content. 
That  sea  that  rolls  there  dt>es  not  divide  you 
from  Ireland  ;  you  have  the  one  cause.     Which 
of  you  has  not  heard  of  John  Mitchel  ?  (Cheers.) 
Who  would  not  give  his  heart's  blood  to  get  him 
back  again?    1  am  talking  to  you  about   the 
greatest  man  of  your  age,  I  am  talking  to  you 
of  John  Mitchel,  a  man  who,  though  a  Presby- 
terian, loved  his   fellow   Catholic   subjects;    a 
man  who,  though  he  was  a    husband,  left  his 
wife  for  his  country's  cause  ;  a  roan  who,  though 
he  was  a  father,  loved  his  country  so  much  that 
he  divided  from  his  children.    I  ask  you,  how 
long  is  he  to  be  divided?      When    you  get 
the  Charter  and  Ireland  gets  the  Repeal,  he  will 
come  home.    (Cheers.)     And  the  time  is  pro- 
pitious now  !    In  a  few  months'  time  shall  come 
the  anniversary  of  the  day  when  the  God  of 
heaven  and  earth  was  born  in  this  world.     In  a 
few  months  von  will  celebrate  his  festival  when 
liberty  shall  be  bom  in  this  world,  and  when 
liberty   shall  be  baptized.     You    promise    me 
Repeal    and   the  Charter.     This  liberty  then 
shall  have  two  names,  and  if  you  do  not  rock  its 
cradle  and  look  over  its  manhood,  you  will  be 
the  most  cowardly  nation  that  ever  disgraced 
the  face  of  the  globe.    (Cheers.)     I  believe  you 
will  have  no  fight  at  all  for  it.     The  English 
neople,  you  are  aware,  went  into  India,  seized  on 
tne  possessions  of  the  inhabitants,  and  destroyed 
their  villacfes  ;  but  1  have  the  glorious  news  for 
^ou  that  hberty  is  as  immortal  under  the  burn- 
ing sun  of  India  as  it  is  elsewhere,  and  that  the 
gallant  inhabitants  of  Lahore  have  rebelled  as 
they  ought  to  do  and  massacred  the  English 
soldiery.     (Great  cheers.)     What  will  be  the 
C'DUsequence  ?    The  English  Government  must 
send  a  dozen  regiments  over  to  India.     Where 
can  they  get  them  ?    They  cannot  spare  them 
from  England,  because  the  Chartists  are  too 
strong    here;    thev  cannot    spare  them   from 
Ireland,  because  with  all  the  soldiery  and  police 
there  they  cannot  keep  down  the  Repealers. 
(Cheers.)    Tbey  must  either  give  up  India  or 
Ireland,  and  they  wiU  be  so  long  doubting  be- 
tween the  two  that  they  will  be  like  the  fool 
who  fell  between  the  two  stools  and  lost  both. 
(Laughter  and  cheers.)     Yes,  the  Indians  have 
killed  the   English  soldiery,  and   the   English 
Ambassador  at  Madrid  has  received  a  kick  in 
the  seat.    (Laughter  and  cheers.)     There  was 
a  time  when  the  English  would  have  sent  over  a 
fleet  of  ships  to  bombard  Madrid,  but  now  they 
pray  the  Spaniards  not  to  kick  any  more,  and 
they  are  such  cowards  that  they  are  afraid  of 
bpuin.     My  resolution  is  as  follows  :  *  That  the 
institution  of  trial  by  jury  has  been  considered 
in  all  ages  as  the  last   safe-guard  of  popular  i 
freedom  against    tyrannical    governments  and  I 
subservient  pariiaments  upon  political  questions,  ' 
and  when  indifferently  and  fairly  selected  is  the  , 
only  real  tribunal  on  national  opinion ;  and  this  ' 
meeting  views  with  feelings  of  disguf  t  the  gross  I 
violation  of  this  most  sacred  right  by  the  British 
Govorament  in  packing  the  jury  at  the  trial  of  , 
that  indomitable  patriot  John  Mitchel ;  and  this  ' 
meeting  pledges  itself  to  use  its  utmost  endca- 


A  person  named  Hopper  followed.  He 
said — 

<<  I  rise  to  support  Mr.  Mitchel's  cause,  as  I 
consider  it  a  very  wrong  one  ;  a  man  that  hat 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


673]         The  Qtieen  against  Francis  O'DomfieU  and  others,  1848.         [674 


been  taken  from  the  boKom  of  his  children  and 
from  his  native  land  and  8ent  to  a  rock  in  the 
midst  of  the  sea.  Gentlemen,  that  is  not  fair 
play ;  the  man  that  has  a  spark  of  gratitude  in 
his  breast  must  say  that  that  is  bad  conduct  on 
the  part  of  those  who  pretend  to  rule  in  the 
three  kingdoms.  That  roan  (Mitchel)  did  not 
altogether  speak  his  own  mind;  no,  he  spoke 
my  mind,  and  he  spoke  the  mind  of  the  nation. 
Gentlemen,  we  have  been  long  enough  ground 
down  by  the  chains  of  slavery,  and  it  is  time 
we  should  come  forward.  It  is  said  in  the- 
Bible,  but  I  never  could  find  it  out, '  Blessed  is 
the  rich  man,  for  he  shall  keep  the  poor  man's 
nose  to  the  grinding-stone.'  But  the  time  is 
coming  when  we  shall  put  the  rich  man*s 
nose  to  the  grindstone.  John  Mitchel,  the 
finest  and  bravest  of  hearts,  a  man  second  to 
none,  not  even  to  Robert  Emmet,  that  man  who 
stood  up  for  his  native  land,  is  gone.  I  believe 
I  was  bom  in  that  countiy,  and  many  thou- 
sands around  me.  Recollect,  friends,  I  am  no 
sectarian  whatever.  I  like  an  Englishman  as 
well  as  an  Irishman  if  he  does  what  he  ought ; 
but  every  man  sees  that  it  behoves  him  to  put 
down  tyrannies  which  have  so  long  ruled,  and 
will  role,  if  there  is  not  a  stop  put  to  them.  I 
see  many  faces  here  who  are  for  liberty.  It  is 
in  your  power  to  do  it.  It  is  not  in  the  rich 
man's  power.  If  you  wait  till  the  rich  man 
does  it,  you  will  wait  till  you  are  all  dead  in 
your  graves.  Let  no  religious  animosities  exist 
in  your  breasts.  Let  every  man  love  his  brother 
Irishman  or  brother  Englishman,  and  let  no 
man  be  duped  or  made  a  tool  of,  to  use  any 
inflammatory  language ;  and  let  every  man  be 
of  one  heart  and  ope  mind,  and  every  man  a 
free  man,  and  not  a  slave.  John  Mitchel  is  a 
brave  man,  as  I  said  before,  but  he  has  been 
taken  fh>m  the  midst  of  his  country  and  sent, 
for  the  good  of  his  health,  to  Bermuda.  Recol- 
lect, working  men,  that,  linked  in  the  bonds  of 
freedom,  the  power  of  wealth  will  not  keep  you 
down.  We  are  long  enough  down,  long  enough 
calumniated.  Rise,  and  you  will  appreciate 
your  cauie.  Gentlemen,  1  have  a  great  deal  to 
say,  but  I  am  not  able  to  say  it.  Look  at  the 
brave  fellows  that  this  land  and  Ireland  pro- 
duced, and  how  have  they  been  served  ?  Iheir 
lives  have  been  taken.  Oh !  think  of  the  former 
times: — 

'  Oh  I  for  the  swords  of  former  time. 
Oh !  for  the  men  who  bore  them ; 
When  for  our  rights  they  stood  sublime. 
And  tyrants  crouched  before  them.' 
Recollect,  men,  that  if  you  stand  the  present 
conduct,  the  women  will  not  stand  it.    I  say 
women  will  assist  the  cause  as  well  as  men. 
Look  at  the  brave  Mitchel,  that  gave  up  not 
only  his  life — he  loved  his  country  more  than 
his  wife  and  children,  and  because  of  that  he 
was  taken  from  the  midst  of  them  and  sent  to 
Bermuda.    Look  at  Mitchel,  the  bravest  of  the 
brave,  that  has  kindled  a  torch  in  Ireland  that 
nothing  can  quench.    My  heart  throbs  when  I 
think  Uiat  the  bravest  man  in  Ireland  has  been 
taken  from  her  because  he  loved  her.     Is  there 
a  spark  of  gratitude  in  the  heart  of  a  man  which 
would  pass  that  act  ?     Remember  these  things, 
and  remember  that  it  is  in  your  power  to  put 


down  the  tyrants  who  monopolize  the  rights  and 
rob  the  benefits  of  your  hard  labour.  I  would 
be  sorry  to  use  inflammatory  language.  It  is 
not  with  that  intention  I  come  here.  I  come 
here  to  unite  the  breach  between  Englishmen 
and  Irishmen ;  to  bring  men  to  a  sense  of  their 
understanding.  Let  every  man  see  that  you 
are  determined  to  join  together  for  your  rights. 
Here  is  IreUnd,  the  land  of  my  birth.  Is  there 
a  more  persecuted  land  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  ?  Is  it  not  a  shocking  thing  to  see  a 
woman  take  the  arm  of  her  child  and  eat  it  ? 
Is  not  that  a  fact,  and  can  you  bear  it  ?  Can 
men  stand  by  and  see  others  dying  with  hunger, 
when  the  land  affords  as  much  as  would  keep 
the  people  three  times  over  ?  Will  you  stand 
this  any  longer?  If  you  do,  may  you  be  for 
ever  branded  with  slavery.  Let  that  piece  of 
steel  be  burst  asunder,  and  let  liberty  and  free- 
dom be  the  cry  in  every  roan's  mouth.  We 
want  to  feed  a  starving  people,  and.  not  to  let 
England  monopolize  all.  It  is  time  the  poor 
man  should  have  something,  because  the  rich 
man  will  do  nothing  for  him.  Think  of  the 
thousands  that  are  hurled  into  eternity  in  Ire- 
land for  want  of  food.  Let  the  word  be  *  draw 
the  sword '  — 

'  Which  better  far  you'll  find, 
To  die  like  men 
Than  ever  again 
To  famine  be  consigned.'  " 

Somers  spoke  next.    He  said — 
**  Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  working  men, — 
Often  have  I  heard  it  before  said  that  this  has 
been  a  great  day  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  but, 
indeed,  I  may  cheerfully  say,  and  say  with  truth, 
that  this  is  a  great  day  for  the  cause  of  democ- 
racy, not  for  a  sect  or  a  party  ;  and  I  rise,  not 
for  the  purpose  of    detamiug    you  here  this 
evening,  as  the  hour  is  getting  so  late,  but 
merely  to    express  my  sentiments    about  the 
packing  of  a  jury  and  the  conviction  of  the 
bravest  man  the  land  of  my  birth   produced, 
John  Mitchel.      Through    seven    centuries  of 
persecution  unequalled  by  any  country  or  people 
under  the  rising  sun,  the  people  of  Ireland 
have  borne  with  oppression  unexampled,  and, 
if  through  every  age  of  persecution  our  fathers 
led  an  ignoble  life,  we  find  in  many  instances 
men   were  ready  to    stand    up    and    sacrifice 
their  liberties,  their  fortimes,  and  their  lives 
in  the  cause  of  the  people,  who,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent day,  were  unworthy  of  any  man  making 
any  sacrifice  for  them.     For  seven  centuries  we 
have  found  men    sacrificed   to    the  cause  of 
liberty  by  men  of   persecution ;   men  who   it 
would  be  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  dilate  on 
!  their  life  and  their  sufferings.    I  will  confine 
myself  to  Mitchel,  who   is  enough   to  call  to 
,  your  minds  the  patriotism  of  Emmet  and  Wolfe 
Tone  and  Fitzgerald,  and  in  my  own  cotmtry 
I  Grofiran.    And  now  the  Government  that  would 
I  crusn  the  people  of  Ireland  thought  that  no 
I  other  man  would  have  the   determination  to 
)  come  forward  and  make  another  sacrifice  of 
,  himself.    But  Lord  Clarendon  and  Lord  John 
Boasell  and  the  rest  of  the  tatellites  have  found, 
'  fortunately  for  the  country  and  the  British  Em- 
pire, that  things  have  taken  a  determined  turn ; 
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that  the  people  are  determined  to  obtain  what 
they  have  hitherto  looked  for;  that  they  are 
determined  to  make  a  trial  and  see  if  they  can 
gain  it.  Now  I  believe  within  my  soul  that  the 
Government  of  England  would  never  have 
attempted  to  pack  a  jury  and  bring  Mitchel  to 
trial,  bat  that  they  calculated  on  a  premature 
street  riot,  and  perhaps  to  see  erections  thrown 
up  in  the  streets  of  Liverpool.  But  they  have 
been  disappointed  in  this.  The  people  have 
shown  them  that  the  hour  is  not  yet  come ;  and 
if  Mitchel  is  now  in  Bermnda,  it  is  your  fault 
and  not  mine.  Because  we  are  only  now  be- 
ginninff  to  know  each  other — we  are  now  only 
begfinmng  to  organize — we  are  only  no  «r  begin- 
ning to  arm.  Yes,  if  you  were  organized  and 
armed  either  in  Liverpool,  London,  Dublin,  or 
Manchester,  John  Mitchel  would  have  been  at 
home,  perhaps,  a  free  man.  But  it  is  not  too 
late.  Let  us  not  dilate  too  much  on  the  errors 
of  our  fiithers.  Let  us  see  the  rock  on  which 
our  fathers  split,  that  we  may  the  more  readily 
escape  it.  Fellow  countrymen,  there  is  a  move- 
ment going  on  in  Ireland,  and  that  is  the  for- 
mation of  district  clubs  in  every  town,  district, 
and  hamlet  and  village.  There  is  nothing  now 
to  stop  it  anywhere  there.  As  Whitty  says, 
there  is  nothing  now  to  fight  about,  only  to 
fight  the  enemy  of  all.  This  is  a  most  import- 
ant feature  in  the  movement  of  the  Charter  or 
Repeal.  This  is  the  most  poweHul  weapon  that 
the  people  obtained.  This  is  the  real  organiza- 
tion. The  number  of  district  clubs  is  100  in 
Liverpool.  Within  the  last  week,  to  my  own 
knowledge,  upwards  of  40  started ;  and  within 
the  last  five  weeks  there  were  about  48  or  /SO. 
Get  a  hundred  district  clubs  started  in  Liver- 
pool, and  of  what  importance  will  they  bel 
I'he  British  constitution  empowers  you  to  form 
these  district  clubs ;  it  not  only  empowers  you 
to  form  them,  but  to  get  a  weapon,  though  that 
may  be  the  most  <H>noxious  to  the  British 
Minister — an  Irish  pike.  (Cheers.)  You  are 
told  by  the  present  Government  that  it  is  only 
a  farce ;  a  splendid  phantom  for  the  people  to 
attempt  to  gain  what  they  are  now  seeking  for. 
They  sa^  you  do  not  want  it ;  that  public  opmion 
is  not  with  you.  Form  100  district  clubs  here, 
and  if  you  oome  together  and  organize,  and  if 
you  do  not  stand  aloof  as  you  have  been  stand- 
ing hitherto,  if  you  are  not  as  Irishmen  and 
Enfflishmen  in  Liverpool,  let  each  man  in  the 
clubs  be  armed,  and  the  time  must  come,  per- 
haps, when  the  constitution  of  England  wouH 
he  violated,  and  when  the  security  of  the  throne 
and  the  constitution  would  fiul,  and  yon  would 
succeed,  no  matter  whether  Lord  John  Russell 
or  anybody  else  attempted  to  violate  it.  Now, 
brother  democrats  and  brother  Repealers,  I  ask 
you  to  form,  in  every  street,  a  club.  Let  the 
numlier  be  15  or  20 ;  yon  can  know  where  to 
find  each  other  when  wanted,  and  if  you  spend 
but  2d.  you  can  secure  newspapers  and  other 
necessariea  which  you  will  want.  Now,  fellow 
countrymen,  as  to  John  Mitchel,  I  would  not 
be  here  to  protect  against  his  banishment,  if 
the  Government  of  the  present  day  empanelled 
a  jury  fairly  to  try  the  man,  and  they  granted  a 
verdict.  But  what  has  been  the  result  f  WhaA 
has  been  the  conduct  of  these  men  ?    What  bat 


been  the  conduct  of  this  Government,  the 
boasters  of  constitutionality  ?  Why,  Lord  John 
Russell  has  made  a  tool  of  an  apostate  At- 
torney-General, and  a  number  of  satellites  have 
been  sworn  indifferent  to  the  evidence  given 
that  he  should  be  banished  from  his  native  land 
and  separated  from  his  wife  and  &mily.  If  they 
had  acted  otherwise,  I  would  not  have  com- 
plained ;  but  it  is  for  you  to  say  whether  John 
Mitchel  is  to  come  home  before  the  expiration 
of  his  sentence.  You  see  that  the  men  with 
whom  he  acted  are  determined  not  to  appeal  to 
the  House  of  Lords.  Perhaps  they  are  deter- 
mined to  appeal  to  a  higher  power.  And  it 
depends  on  you  to  say  whether  you  will  be  pre- 
pared to  assist  them,  should  such  a  moment 
arrive,  and  yon  will  be  not  only  aceessory  to 
your  own  destruction,  but  the  great  enemies  of 
your  country,  if  you  assist  the  men  who  are 
the  oppressors  of  England  and  the  tyrants  of 
Ireland.*' 

•     Cross-examined  bj  James, 

I  believe  that  the  last  meeting  yon  have 
been  speaking  of  was  a  Chartist  meeting, 
that  on  the  North  Shore  P — ^Yes,  I  under- 
stood  they  were  Chartists  and  Repealers. 

Did  yon  know  many  of  the  persons 
there  P — No,  I  did  not. 

Were  those  resolutions  passed  P — They 
were. 

'J'he  great  maiority  of  them  were  Char- 
tists, were  not  they,  in  your  judgment  P — 
I  could  not  say. 

Bieha/rd  Jabet — Examined  by  the  Attorney" 
QeneraX, 
A  policeman.  Attended  meetings  in  plain 
clothes,  and  took  a  note  at  a  meeting  on 
the  6th  of  June  at  Circus  Street.  Mr. 
If'lfantM,  Mr.  Hopper,  Twrley,  Brennan, 
Laffin,  Dr.  Beynolde,  and  O'Vonnell  were 
present.  Dr.  Meynolde  said  that  the  cen- 
tral committee  room  would  be  open  on 
Saturday  next  in  Hood  Street.  One  hun- 
dred delegates  would  be  appointed  to 
superintend  the  clubs,  and  a  committee  of 
Atc  would  sit  daily  and  give  all  informa- 
tion. News  and  information  from  all 
parts  of  the  countrv  would  be  constantly 
received.  Mr.JDo^n'^read  the  report  of 
the  clubs  already  formed,  consisting  of 
fourteen  clubs  actually  working,  and  six 
more  would  be  open  next  Satur£ky.  There 
was  one  in  New  Bird  Street,  and  one  in 
Hurst  Street  with  60  members  mostiy 
armed  and  an  arms  fund;  49,  Thomas 
Street;  32,  Rose  Hill;  Copperas  Hill- 
two  clubs;  Paul  Street,  Old  Hall  Street, 
Wright  Street,  Naylor  Street.  Dr.  Murphy 
was  next.  He  recommended  clubs  and 
everr  man  to  arms;  as  to  the  time  for 
speaJdng,  it  had  gone  by,  and  they  must 
now  act.  Hoppet*  was  next.  He  stated 
that  they  had  a  club  in  Birkenhead  of 
about  60  member^*,  nearly  half  armed ;  and 
that  being  a  joiner,  be  would  make  stayer 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


677]        Tike  Queen  against  Franxiis  CyDonTieU  and  others,  1848.         f678 


to  all  tbeir  pikes;  sbonld  force  be  Tiaed 
ogainat  the  clubs  or  meetings  in  Liver- 
pool, the  men  of  Birkenhead  would  seize  a 
steamer  and  join  them.  Dr.  Reynolds 
urged  strongly  the  formation  of  clubs  and 
organization,  and  hoped  that  every  man, 
instead  of  buying  a  pipe,  would  buy  a 
pike.  He  had  made  a  journey  through 
the  country,  and  had  been  forming  clubs, 
and  was  well  received.  O'Donnell  was 
next.  He  recommended  clubs,  caJled  up- 
on all  Irishmen  to  resist  English  law  as 
despotic,  and  receive  no  boon  from  Eng- 
land, resist  all  their  laws.  Gagging  Bill  and 
all  others,  to  the  death,  and  before  he  eat 
his  Christmas  dinner,  Ireland  should  have 
her  rights  or  he  would  have  blood.  He 
stated  it  was  his  firm  conviction  that,  un- 
less Bepeal  was  granted  in  less  than  three 
months,  there  would  be  bloody  slaughter. 
Brennan  recommended  that,  after  the 
clubs  were  duly  organized,  they  should 
all  meet  some  Sundav  evening  in  Queen 
Square  and  march  through  tne-  town  to 
defy  the  authorities.  That  this  meeting 
should  not  be  called  with  trumpets  or 
placards,  but  word  passed  quietly  so  that 
the  parties  here  in  power  might  see  with 
what  military  precision  they  were  able  to 
call  their  men  together.  He  recc»m mended 
a  general  rising  and  organization  through- 
out the  country,  so  that  the  Government 
might  be  fully  employed  here,  and  there- 
by give  Ireland  an  opportunity  of  gaining 
her  object.  Twley  said  that,  l^ing  a 
schoolfellow  of  that  murdered  man  Mit- 
chel,  he  would  willingly  die  for  his  cause. 
There  was  a  meeting  on  the  14th  of 
Juno  at  the  Beddington  Bush  Chapel. 
Dr.  Murphy,  Hopper,  and  Ernest  Jones 
were  present.  Farhes  stated  that  the 
meeting  was  called  to  organize  a  club, 
and,  after  a  few  remarks  lecommending 
unity  and  organization,  called  on  Dr. 
Murphy,  Dr.  Murphy  said  that  the  meet- 
ing was  called  to  form  a  club  and  take 
down  the  names  of  any  party  wishing  to 
join;  the  entrance  money  being  2(2.  or  3d., 
and  money  for  weapons  1(2.  each  or  more 
as  their  means  allowed.  He  called  upon 
the  men  of  Liverpool  to  be  firm  and 
united^  and  they  would  carry  their  point. 
Hopper  invited  the  members  from  Liver- 
pool to  attend  their  meetings  at  Birken- 
nead,  as  by  their  coming  over  it  would 
encourage  them ;  by  having  clubs  and 
being  organized  they  could  at  any  time 
defy  the  Government,  and  in  a  short  time 
hurl  the  Government  to  the  dust  the 
same  as  the  French  did  Louis  PhiUppe, 
Every  Irishman  must  join  them.  Ernest 
Jones  said  he  came  there  that  night,  be- 
cause it  had  been  stated  that  he  was  in 
gaol,  and  ho  came  to  let  them  see  that  he 
was  free.  No  threats  of  the  law,  and  no 
fear  of  the  gaol,  should  stay  him ;  as  long 


as  he  had  life  he  would  speak ;  he  wanted 
the  working  men  to  have  knowledge,  and 
that  could  only  be  had  by  meeting  in 
clubs,  and,  after  they  had  formed  their 
clubs  and  made  all  ready,  they  must  be 
prepared  to  strike  the  blow.  It  was  these 
clubs,  and  being  organized,  that  would 
alarm  the  Government ;  he  had  no  doubt 
but  in  three  months  from  this  time  they 
would  have  gained  their  point.  A  young 
man  from  Manchester  stated  he  was  out 
upon  bail  for  forming  a  club  in  Man- 
chester ;  he  had  no  time  to  address  them, 
but  in  a  day  or  two  be  would  tell  them  a 
good  deal;  he  had  meant  introducing 
clubs  into  this  town,  but  upon  his  arriv- 
ing here  ho  found  them  in  a  very  forward 
state,  and  ho  left  them  therefore  in  the 
able  hands  he  found  them.  Murray  was 
appointed  to  form  the  club,  and  take  the 
names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  mem- 
bers. He  obtained  about  75  members, 
and  the  promises  of  as  many  more  the 
next  night.  It  was  announced  meetings 
would  take  place  qt&tj  night  this  week 
for  the  purpose  of  enrolling  members. 

There  was  a  meeting  in  the  Circus 
Street  School-room  on  the  27th  of  June, 
Mr.  Byan  in  the  chair.  Dr.  Reynolds, 
Jones,  M'Manus,  Laffin,  Hopper,  and 
Smyth  were  present.  Dr.  Reynolds  said 
there  were  only  30,000  soldiers  in  Eng- 
land, and  there  were  plenty  of  men  here 
to  beat  them,  if  they  would  only  combine 
and  build  barricades;  and  he  said  that 
pitchforks  were  good  weapons.  Hopper 
said  he  was  glad  to  see  so  many  brave 
men  present,  at  least  he  hoped  so,  for  the 
time  was  coming  when  they  would  have 
to  fight  for  their  liberty;  the  time  was 
nearer  than  they  thought  for ;  they  were 
now  engaged  in  a  mightv  struggle  to 
free  them  from  the  tyrant  s  yoke ;  they 
had  been  kept  down  for  years,  but  the 
time  was  come  that  they  must  now  do  it 
by  force  ;  he  was  not  afraid  of  shortness  of 
men,  but  want  of  arms;  they  must  not 
delay  arming.  Cuddy  was  present.  The 
witness  also  stated  that  he  followed 
M*Manus  to  Ireland  on  the  24th  of  July. 
A  young  man  came  down  with  him  to  the 
packet. 

Cross-examined  by  Pollock. 

How  many  speeches  have  you  reported 
at  a  time  at  one  meeting? — About  three 
or  four  each  meeting. 

Is  that  the  utmost  number  you  have 
ever  reported  upon  «ny  one  occasior  P — 
Yes,  it  IS. 

What  length  may  the  speeches  have 
been  which  you  so  reported  r— About  half 
an  hour  some  of  them. 

When  was  the  first  time  you  ever  tried 
your  hand  at  reporting? — June  the  6th. 

How  long  did  the   meeting  last  alto- 
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gether  on  Jnne  6th  P — It  commenced  at 
8  o'clock  and  was  over  about  11. 

How  many  speeches  did  you  write  out 
npon  that  occasion? — One  speech  each 
night  after  each  meeting— only  one 
speech  at  each  meeting. 

On  the  6th  of  Jnne  of  how  many 
speeches  have  von  got  notes  P— Six. 

Yon  reported  these  speeches  altogether 
from  memory,  yon  have  no  notes  taken  at 
the  time  that  the  speaker  was  speaking  P 
— No,  none  at  all. 

How  long  did  it  take  yon  to  write  unt 
your  notes  of  the  six  speeches? — Nearly 
an  honr,  I  should  think. 

Matthew  Willoeh — Examined  by  Knowles, 

Police-constable  of  Liverpool.  Also 
spoke  to  the  meeting  of  June  6th.  Made 
notes  of  the  subjects  of  discussion . 

Knowles :  Bead  them,  if  you  please. — 
Congratulations  on  the  union  between  the 
Old  and  Young  Irelanders.  The  necessity 
of  unity,  organization,  and  being  prepared 
with  arms — ^recommended  the  formation  of 
district  clubs  to  be  governed  by  a  grand 
central  club.  A  central  club  would  be 
opened  next  Sunday  in  Hood  Street,  and 
would  be  composed  of  100  members,  whose 
business  would  be  conducted  by  a  commit- 
tee of  five  out  of  their  number.  Fourteen 
district  clubs  had  already  been  formed, 
and  six  more  would  be  formed  by  next 
Sunday.  The  streets  were  named  in 
which  the  clubs  were  formed.  A  central 
club  is  bein^  prepared  day  and  night  for 
the  transaction  of  business ;  to  be  supplied 
with  abundance  of  newspapers.  No  man 
was  to  be  considered  a  friend  to  the  cause 
who  was  not  a  member  of  the  club,  and 
care  would  be  taken  to  exclude  such  from 
the  meeting.  A.  general  display  was  re- 
commended as  soon  as  the  clubs  were 
united,  in  order  to  show  the  GK>vemment 
their  strength,  and  to  be  held  in  a  central 
part  of  the  town.  Each  man  on  joining  a 
club  was  to  pay  U.  Beynoldsm^  the  first 
speaker  whose  notes  I  took. 

Knowles:  What  did  he  say P— He  had 
been  on  a  tour  for  the  last  ten  days — had 
formed  one  in  Warrington,  Birkenhead, 
and  Buncom.  Some  of  the  members  had 
already  prepared  themselves  with  pikes ; 
he  had  recommended  them  all  to  do  so,  and 
he  told  the  men  of  Liverpool,  instead  of 
buying  pipes,  they  ought  to  buy  pikes.  He 
said  the  time  had  gone  by  for  speaking,  they 
must  now  work.  O'Bonnell  was  the  next 
speaker.  He  said  England  had  tyrannized 
over  Ireland — had  destroyed  the  nation- 
ality of  the  people,  and  until  Ireland  was 
an  independent  province,  he  never  would 
accept  of  any  boon  from  England,  and 
would  never  cease  to  resist  their  tyranny 
— ne  would  not  say  whether  he  would  bie 
for  a  Monarchy  or  a  Bepublic  in  Ireland, 


but  one  thing  was  certain,  Ireland  mnst 
be  free  and  governed  by  the  people  them- 
selves. Brennan  descanted  largely  upon 
the  importance  of  unity,  and  hoped  they 
would  find  plenty  for  the  Grovemment  at 
home.  London,  Manchester,  and  Brad- 
ford had  shown  Grovemment  the  spirit 
that  was  kindling  in  those  places,  and 
nothing  was  requisite  now  but  organiza- 
tion. Mr.  M'Manue  was  next.  He  said 
ever^'  man  that  fought  with  them  for  Ire- 
land would  have  a  piece  of  land  allotted  to 
him  which  he  could  call  his  own.  They 
must  be  prepared  to  meet  danger.  For 
his  own  part,  he  had  no  doubt  oef ore  he 
eat  his  Christmas  dinner  thev  would 
either  have  Ireland  liberated,  or  his  hands 
bloody  with  fighting.  Government  .said 
they  must  fight  for  it — I  have  made  a  mark 
to  show  that  that  is  a  mistake— it  was  Dr. 
0*Donnell  who  used  this  phrase— the  ori- 
ginal notes  are  correct.  Mr.  Turley  came 
from  his  wife*s  sick  bed  to  attend  that 
meeting, 'and  he  came  to  defend  that  mar- 
tyred man  Mitchel — he  had  been  a  school- 
fellow of  his,  and  he  was  determined  to 
fight  in  the  same  cause,  and  was  willing 
to  die  in  the  glorious  struggle  Ireland 
was  making.  A  young  man  said  many 
people  wondered  how  France  could  ac- 
complish so  much  in  so  short  a  time. 
He  would  tell  thqm ;  it  was  done  by 
district  clubs  that  were  formed  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  and  the  word  was 
passed  with  the  swiftness  of  electricity. 

On  the  20th,  at  the  Baptist  Chapel,  Dr. 
Reynolds  said:  **  There  were  only  thirty 
thousand  soldiers  in  England,  and  in 
Livei*pool  alone,  with  their  barricades, 
there  was  a  sufficient  number  to  defend 
that  force.  The  women  had  even  begun 
fighting  in  Ireland,  and  when  women 
acted  like  men  in  Ireland,  men  surely 
would  not  act  like  women  in  Liverpool. 
No  statesman  will  ever  bring  back  Mttchel 
from  Bermuda ;  no  stroke  of  the  pen  will 
ever  do  it,  but  this  will  do  it  '* — taking 
hold  of  a  pike  or  lance  which  lay  near 
him.  He  then  sat  down,  and  the  lance 
was  handed  round  the  room.  Hofper 
said :  '*  The  time  was  coming,  and  might 
come  sooner  than  they  expected,  when  if 
they  loved  their  country  tney  must  fight 
for  her  freedom  ;  they  must  get  arms. 

Cross-examined  by  PoUock. 

Did  you  ever  report  before  the  6th  of 
June  P — Never. 

How  long  do  you  say  the  meeting  of  tho 
6th  of  June  lasted  P — About  2i  hours. 

And  you  reported  it  from  roemoiT  when 
you  returned  that  night  home  ? — Yes. 

Without  any  note  being  made  at  the 
time  of  the  speeches  P — Yes. 

How  many  persons'  speeches  did  you 
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report  that  night?— Beijnolde,  O'Donnell, 
Hopper,  M*Manu8^Bbo\it  six,  I  think. 

Was  it  upon  that  night  you  made  the 
mistake  between  ITManus  and  0*Donnell  ? 
—No. 

Hefn/ry  Banner — Examined  by  CrompUm. 

A  porter.  Spoke  to  seeing  the  prisoner, 
Joseph  Cuddy,  on  the  22nd  of  Joty,  abont 
five  o'clock,  at  Church  Street.  He  asked 
the  witness  to  come  and  carry  a  few 
things.  He  said  they  were  a  few  pikes. 
Witness  went  with  him  to  a  yard,  buddy 
showed  him  a  sack.  He  put  two  dozen  and 
odd  of  pikes  in  it.  Witness  said,  *  *  I  would 
rather  nave  nothing  to  do  with  them,  they 
are  the  ugliest  things  ever  I  saw  " ;  and 
he  said  that  they  were  the  prettiest  things 
that  he  ever  saw.  Witness  carried  them 
a  little  distance  after  him. 

Did  you  go  down  Wood  Street  P — Yes, 
and  Wood's  Alloy,  through  all  the  back 
roads.    I  got  them  to  Scotland  Place. 

What  happened  to  you  then  P — Captain 
BwrreU  tapped  me  on  the  back,  and  asked 
me  what  I  had  got  there.  I  said,  "  I  do 
not  know  what  the  hell  they  are;  they 
are  pikes  or  something." 

Did  Cuddy  then  come  up  P — He  was  a 
little  before.  He  tumea  back  when 
BurreU  stopped  me. 

And  then  I  believe  the  inspector  took 
you  both  up  P — Yes. 

Cross-examined  by  Polloeh. 

Did  Cuddy  sajr  at  once  when  he  came 
up  that  those  pikes  were  his,  and  you 
were  not  to  be  detained? — He  said  he 
engaged  me  to  carry  them,  and  I  had 
nothing  to.  do  with  them. 

Mary  WUliatM — Examined  by  the 
Attorney-  Oenerdl, 

Spoke  to  letting  a  Baptist  chapel  to 
Cuddy,  and  seeing  a  pike  there. 
Not  cross-examined. 

At  the  adjournment  Scalar  and  James 
applied  that  their  clients  might  be  allowed 
to  go  home  that  night. 

&LB,  J. :  The  bail  are  discharged  the 
moment  they  have  surrendered  them- 
selves to  the  sheriff  of  the  county.  If 
the^  choose  to  enter  into  recognizances 
again,  that  is  another  matter. 


Tuesday,  December  12th,  1848. 
Joseph  BwrreU — Recalled. 
Spoke  to  arresting  Cuddy  on  July  22nd 
in  company  with  the  witness  Bwnner,  who 
was  carrying  a  sack  of  pikes.  Cuddy 
came  up  and  said,  **  I  employed  this  man 
to  cany  the  pikes,  and  if  anybody  is  to 
blame,  it  is  me."  The  sack  contained 
31  pikes  {produced).     Cuddy  said  he  was 


going  to  send  them  to  Ireland  the  next 
Tuesday,  100  of  them.  They  cost  2s.  9d. 
a-piece. 

Cross-examined  by  Pollock, 

Did  Cuddy  say  to  you  at  the  time  that 
he  had  been  selling  articles  like  those  in 
Leeds  Street  and  was  not  prevented  from 
doing  so  P — Yes. 

Did  he  say  they  had  been  sold  openly 
in  Leeds  Street,  in  the  shop  of  Dr.  B^y- 
nolds  ^-^YeB, 

Did  he  also  say  that  those  articles, 
whatever  they  are  called,  had  come  from 
Dr.  Reynolds  ? — No,  he  told  me  they  came 
from  the  Steam  Mills  in  Leith  Street,  that 
he  had  been  getting  them  ground. 

Did  he  say  they  were  to  be  ^onnd  for 
Reynolds  or  not? — No,  he  said  he  was 
going  to  send  them  off  on  Tuesday. 

Have  you  ever  been  to  the  shop  in 
Leeds  Street  where  Dr.  Reynolds  sold 
those  articles  P — Never.  I  have  passed 
the  outside.  There  were  pikes  and  other 
articles  there  exhibited  for  sale  in  the 
window. 

For  how  long  before  the  day  you  said 
you  met  Cuddy  ? — It  might  be  a  week  or 
two  before  then.  I  do  not  exactly  remem- 
ber the  day. 

Have  you  ever  seen  what  are  called 
boarding  pikes  P — No. 

Such  as  are  sent  out  in  vessels  from 
this  port  P  —I  have  heard  of  them,  but  I 
have  never  seen  them. 

Cross-examined  by  Dear  sly. 

Did  not  Dr.  Reynolds  deal  in  pikes  just 
as  publicly  as  any  other  man  deals  in  any- 
thing in  his  trade  P — I  believe  he  did. 

Be-examined  by  Knowles. 

I  suppose  you  never  saw  any  supply  to 
any  shipping  firm  from  Dr.  Reynolds* 
shop  P — No. 

Do  you  know  whether  a  boarding  pike 
is  a  different  thing  altogether  from  this  P 
— I  do  not  know. 

Thomas  Hale  — Examined  by  Cromjpton, 

A  police  constable.  Spoke  to  seeing  the 
prisoner  Cuddy  many  times  at  Dr.  Rey- 
nolds* shop  in  Leeds  Street. 

What  kind  of  shop  had  Ret/nolds  F—He 
sold  pikes,  and  guns,  and  cutlasses. 

Openly,  in  the  shop  P — Yes. 

Was  your  beat  where  the  shop  is  P — It 
was. 

Was  there  a  model  pike  in  the  window  P 
— Yes,  there  was.  I  have  got  it  here 
{producing  the  same). 

Had  some  of  the  pikes  shafts  P — Yes. 

What  was  the  length  of  the  shaft  P~It 
would  be  from  about  eight  to  ten  feet 
long. 
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About  bow  long  bad  tbat  sbop  been 
opened  P — ^Ab  near  aa  I  conld  state  about 
two  montbs — from  two  to  tbree  montbe. 

Were  tbere  other  articles  of  iron- 
mongery tbere,  or  only  tbese  pikes  and 
cutlasses  ? — Tbere  was  notbing  tbere  ex- 
cept tbe  pikes,  cutlasses,  ganR.  and  bayo- 
nets, and  two  or  tbree  swords. 

I  saw  Gvddy  on  tbe  lltb  of  June  in 
Dale  Street,  at  tbe  bottom  of  Hatton 
Garden.  He  said  Dr.  Reynolds  bad  gone 
to  Mancbester  tbat  morning,  and  tbat  be 
bad  got  two  yery  large  orders  to.  serve 
two  secret  societies  in  Mancbester.  He 
said  be  was  going  to  Mancbester  too,  and 
be  was  going  to  send  pikes  after  Dr.  Bmf- 
nolds. 

How  long  did  tbe  sbop  remain  open  P — 
It  was  sbut  up  altogetber  tbat  Sunday 
morning. 

Cross-examined  by  PoUock, 

I  believe  you  and  Cuddy  were  on  very 
good  terms,  you  spoke  very  frequently  to- 
gether,  did  you  not? — ^We  did.  There 
was  no  concealment  on  bis  part  about 
tbese  pikes  being  sold  in  this  way  at  Bey- 
iwlds*.  I  have  been  in  tbe  sbop  twice,  of 
a  night  I  have  found  tbe  door  open. 

Did  you  know  that  Cuddy  was  employed 
as  salesman  to  Dr.  Reynolds  ? — I  know  be 
took  charge  of  tbe  place  for  Dr.  Reynolds, 

When  be  told  you  that  Dr.  Reynolds 
had  gone  to  Manchester,  will  you  try  if 
you  can  give  me  bis  exact  words  about 
tbe  orders  P — I  said  he  was  very  foolish  for 
carrying  on  business  tbere,  and  be  said  tbat 
they  got  two  very  large  orders  to  serve 
two  secret  societies  in  Mancbester — ^them 
was  the  words  what  he  said. 

You  have  sworn  before  tbe  magistrates 
that  what  be  said  was  secret '  clubs  ? — He 
stated  to  jne  tbat  he  had  two  secret 
societies  and  clabs  to  serve  in  Man- 
chester. 

Did  be  say  secret  to  both  —  secret 
societies  and  dubs  P — He  stated  that  there 
were  clubs  in  Mancbester  arming  them- 
selves with  arms. 

When  did  you  first  report  this  matter  to 
tbe  police  authorities  r — About  Cuddy^s 
statement  P 

Yes,  about  this  which  passed  between 
you  and  him  P— I  made  no  statement  of  it 
till  I  was  in  tbe  court.  Not  till  after  be 
was  apprehended. 

John  Dickenson — Examined  by  Wdehy, 

A  wheelwright.  Foreman  to  Mr.  Win- 
Stanley  in  Back  Pickup  Street.  Spoke  to 
seeing  Dr.  Reynolds  bring  pikes,  guns, 
and  what  be  called  swords.  He  first  put 
them  into  the  stable.  Cvddy  took  the 
top  room.  He  said  be  took  it  for  a  cabinet 
maker's  shop.  He  took  tbe  pikes  and 
guns  into  the  room. 


Have  you  seen  Cuddy  and  Dr.  Reynolds 
come  tbere  together  P — Ob  yes. 

Cross-examined  by  FoXUyik, 
When  tbese  guns  and  pikes  were  first 

brought  were  not  they  brought  in  an  open 

hand-cart  P — Yes. 

How  many  guns  were  with  themP — 

Four  or  five. 
Was  there  a  cabinet  maker's  bench  put 

into  tbe  room  that  Cuddy  took  after  he 

took  it  P— Yes. 

Lawrence  Keogh — Examined  by  Paget, 
A  policeman.    Spoke  to  finding  thirteen 
pike  neads,  twenty-three  sword  knives,  five 
pike  shafts,  and  one  bayonet  in  the  room 
mentioned  by  the  last  witness. 

Cross-examined  by  PoUock. 

Can  you  tell  whether  or  not  tbese  knives 
are  not  sent  in  large  quantities  to  tbe 
West  Indies  for  reaping  tbe  sugar  canes  P 
— I  do  not  know  that  myself,  but  I  have 
heard  so. 

Be-examined  by  Knowles, 

Were  there  any  sugar  canes  where  you 
took  these  from  P — ^None. 

Edward  Eayward — Examined  by  Knowles. 

A  machine  and  edge-tool  grinder,  work- 
ing at  tbe  Naylor  Street  saw-mills.  Spoke 
to  grinding  ten  or  twelve  dozen  pikes  and 
cutlasses  for  Cuddy,  and  delivering  them 
at  Dr.  Reynolds*  shop. 

What  made  you  give  over  grinding  for 
him  P — Because  my  master  ordered  me  to 
give  over. 

Did  you  ever  hear  him  say  anything  to 
Cuddy  about  it  P — He  asked  Cuddy  on  the 
Friday  before  be  was  apprehended  what 
these  things  were  for^  and  he  said  tbey 
were  for  pikes.  He  asked  what  he  in- 
tended to  ao  with  them,  and  he  said  they 
were  to  kill  people  with. 

Cross-examined  by  PqUock. 

In  point  of  fact  yon  ground  pikes  and 
cutlasses  for  him  up  to  tbe  Saturday  be- 
fore his  arrest  P — Yes. 

Who  brought  them  to  the  place  to  be 
ground  P — I  brought  some  myself  and 
Cuddy  brought  some. 

Were  they  carried  through  the  streets  P 
—Yes.  Some  open  and  some  wrapped  up 
in  a  cloth. 

John  5^da— Examined  by  Crompion. 

Constable.  Spoke  to  arresting  0*Brien 
in  a  garret  in  Hurst  Street  on  July  25th, 
and  to  finding  four  pikes,  three  bullets, 
and  a  knife.  O^Brieti  refused  admittance, 
and  the  witness  broke  open  the  door. 
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Cross-examined  by  Atkinson. 

Was  there  a  bed  in  the  room  P — Yes. 

Was  Mr.  O'Brien  undressed  P—Yee. 

Had  the  bed  the  appearance  of  a  person 
hairing  been  in  itP— It  had. 

Did  O^Brien  say  to  you  after  you 
knocked  at  the  door  that  the  owner  of  the 
room  had  gone  out  and  taken  tiie  key 
with  him  P — He  did, 


Did  be  say  to  you  that  none  of  the 
things  in  the  room  were  his  P — He  did. 

Joseph  Acton — Examined  by  WeUhy. 
Oonfirmed  the  last  witness,  and  spoke 
to  finding  a  box  with  packets  of  ball-cart- 
ridges. There  were  twenty-four  carfcridges 
in  a  packet.  Witness  also  spoke  to  find- 
ing powder,  balls,  and  percussion  caps. 

WiUiam  Bond — Examined  by  the  Attorney' 
General. 

Spoke  to  seeing  Mr.  0*Brien  at  a  club 
or  reading  room  in  Hurst  Street,  and  heard 
him  say,  '*Gk>yemment  was  based  on  a 
rotten  foundation,  and  we  are  the  ones 
who  will  overthrow  that  bloody  tyrannical 
Government.  The  ball  lies  at  your  own 
feet,  and,  if  you  do  not  kick  it,  it  is  your- 
selves who  are  to  blame."  There  was  a 
pike  by  his  side  at  the  time.  He  said 
these  were  the  implements  that  frightened 
the  bloody  Orange  tribe  in  the  year  '98. 
Also  saw  0*Brien  there  a  short  time 
after  M%tohd*s  trial. 

What  did  he  say  P— He  said  it  would 
give  him  great  pleasure  to  see  Graham's 
and  BtuseU's  head  upon  such  instruments 
as  this. 

Did  he  hold  anything  up  P— Yes,  a  pike. 

What  else  did  he  say  P— Qe  said,  * '  These 
are  Irish  pikes,  gentlemen,  some  of  you 
may  not  know  l^e  shape."  He  also  said, 
'*  Irishmen,  I  appeal  to  you  one  and  all, 
will  you  release  that  murdered  man 
Mitchd?  if  so,  you  will  purchase  such 
instruments  as  these  and  use  them." 

Cross-examined  by  Atkinson. 

I  did  not  use  the  term  bloody  and  tyran- 
nical Government  before  the  magistrates. 

Your  memory  was  not  so  good  before 
the  magistrate  as  it  is  to-day  it  appears  P 
— Yes  it  was. 

?uite  as  gbod,  was  it  P — ^Yes. 
hen  how  was  it  you  did  not  recollect 
those  two  words  P — Those  two  words  were 
used  upon  the  last  occasion. 

They  were  not  upon  the  first  P—  No. 

When  you  told  these  twelve  gentlemen 
that  those  were  the  words  that  were  used 
you  were  telling  that  which  was  not  the 
factP — They  were  used  upon  the  last 
occasion. 

But  not  upon  the  first  P — ^No,  I  recollected 
myself.    I  remembered  them. 

Did  you  make  any  note  of  what  took 
place  ?— No,  I  did  not. 


You  depended  entirely  apon  your 
memory  P — Yes. 

How  long  was  it  after  this  meeting  you 
gave  an  account  of  the  speeches  P — It 
would  be  the  week  after  he  was  taken. 

What  distance  of  time  was  there  between 
your  statement  of  his  speech  and  the  time 
the  speech  was  madeP — About  three  weeks. 

Between  the  first  speech  P — No,  not  be- 
tween the  first,  bettvoen  the  last. 

Between  the  first  and  your  examination 
before  the  magistrate,  how  long  had 
elapsed  P — It  might  have  been  ten  or 
eleven  weeks. 

WiUiam  Da/vidson — Examined  by  Knowles. 

A  cabinet  maker,  of  II,  Peaover  Street, 
immediately  opposite  to  No.  16.  Murphy 
lived  at  No.  16.  Spoke  to  seeing  into 
Murphy's  house  from  his  window,  and 
seeing  Murphy  on  three  occasions  in  July 
exammiug  pikes.  On  one  of  the  occasions 
he  went  awav  shortly  afterwards  with 
something  rolled  up  in  a  hearthrug  or  a 
bag. 

Cross-examined  by  Pollock. 

Did  other  persons  besides  Murphy  live 
in  the  cellar? — Yes,  there  was  another 
family  in  the  cellar. 

Another  family  I  think  lived  in  another 
room  of  the  house  P — I  think  there  was. 

And  all  those  people  would  have  to  go 
through  the  parlour,  which  you  say  was 
Murphy's,  in  order  to  get  to  their  rooms  P 
— ^Those  that  resided  in  the  rooms,  I  pre- 
sume, would  have  to  go  through  his  par- 
lour, but  not  those  that  resided  in  the 
kitchen. 

Thomas  Slater — Examined  by  Paget. 
Spoke  to  Bmyth's  being  in  occupation  of 
28,  Parndise  Street  up  to  June  28th. 

John  CUgg — Examined  by  Knowles. 
Formerly  employed  at  the  Confederate 
Booms,  Dublin.  Left  the  day  the  secre- 
tary, Mr.  HalpiUf  was  arrested.  Identified 
a  book  produced  as  the  book  in  which  the 
letters  written  to  Halpin  and  the  Con- 
federation were  kept.  The  two  letters, 
Nos.  220  and  258,  came  in  regular  order 
to  the  Confederation. 

The  case  for  the  Crown  being  closed, 

i^e^ar  submitted  there  was  no  evidence 
against  Delamere, 

Eble,  J.:  I  think  this  book  contains 
some  evidence  which  I  am  bound  to  leave 
to  the  jury,  that  the  persons  who  met  here 
from  time  to  time  were  acting  in  co-opera- 
tion with  an  alleged  conspiracy — ^that  is 
at  times-^some  of  the  entries  for  some  few 
nights  are  entries  which,  taken  by  them- 
selves, amount  to  nothing,  but  other  en- 
tries have  a  considerable  bearing  upon  tiie 
purposes  charged  in  the  indiciment. 

Seagr :  But  all  those  entries  are  at  a 
subsequent  date  to  JDelamere  interfering 
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any  parfc  in  a  conspiracy.  The  entry  of 
February  27th  was  in  BoahdVa  handwrit- 
ing. The  chairman  spoke  about  a  rifle 
olnb,  and  Mr.  Lafin  spoke  about  lectures 
on  physic  being  preceded  by  lectures  on 
rifles  ;  but  what  they  said  did  not  appear, 
and  there  was  no  treason  so  far.  The 
next  entry  in  BoshelVs  handwriting  was 
not  till  July  3rd.  Mr.  BosheU  reported 
that  he  attended  on  Wednesday  for  the 
transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Finance 
and  Oorrespondence  Committee,  and  no 
one  attended. 

The  letter  of  April  11th  to  Mr.  Halpin, 
the  secretary  of  the  Oonfederation,  stat- 
ing that  they  had  formed  a  Finance  Com- 
nuttee,  proved  nothing. 

There  was  no  evidence  that  the  com- 
mittee here  mentioned  was  the  same  as 
that  referred  to  in  the  book,  or  that 
BoshsU  ever  attended  any  committee  at 
all.  There  was  no  entry  whatever  in  the 
book  showing  an  intention  to  forward 
arms  to  Ireland. 


at  all.  There  are  none  whatever  to  that 
efiect  prior  to  Delartisre  signing  the  book, 
and  he  is  not  shown  to  be  in  connection 
with  the  party  after  the  date  of  the  6th  of 
February  1848;  and  there  is  no  docu- 
ment in  the  book  prior  to  that  which 
affects  him  in  the  least.  They  are  all 
subsequent. 

Erle,  J.:  As  at  present  advised  the 
evidence  would  not  oe  strong  upon  the 
subject,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  J.  can 
withdraw  it. 

Sfeechbs  pob  the  Defence. 

Segar  briefly  addressed  the  Court  for 
Velamere,  and  contended  that  the  Asso- 
ciation at  the  outset  was  perfectly  legal, 
and  meant  nothing  more  tnan  a  reading- 
room  and  discussion-room.  It  was,  per- 
haps, natural  to  include  Delamere  in  the 
prosecution  as  his  sifi^ature  appeared  on 
more  than  one  occasion  in  the  oook ;  but 
there  were  no  compromising  entries  in 
the  book  when  Delamere  signed  it ;  and, 
in  fact,  there  was  no  evidence  whatever  to 
connect  him  with  the  alleged  conspiracy. 
It  would  be  proved  that  SeLwmere  ceased 
to  take  any  part  in  the  Afisociation  about 
the  month  of  April,  on  the  representation 
of  his  employer  that  it  was  a  dangerous 
and  illegal  organization.  There  was 
nothing  against  him  in  the  fact  of  his 
acquaintance  with  3f' Jfami«,  who  was  then 
of  good  standing  in  Liverpool,  or  in  ac- 
companying M*Manu8  to  the  Dublin  boat, 
M'Man'M  not  then  being  under  any 
charge. 

Edward  Jamee  followed  for  BosheU,  and 
referred  to  the  good  character  given  him 
by  the  witness  Orr.  BoeheU  was  not  shown 
to  have  attended  any  meeting  or  made  any 
speeches.  The  whole  evidence  against 
mm  was  in  the  Minute  Book,  and  in  a 
letter  alleged  to  have  been  written  to  Mr. 
Halpvn,  the  secretary  of  the  Confedera- 
tion. To  show  the  innocent  character  of 
the  Association  at  the  outset,  James 
referred  to  an  entry  of  July  18,  1847,  as 
to  making  inquiries  into  the  claims  of 
the  candidates  for  the  representation  of 
the  borough,  and  calling  a  meeting  of 
electors  who  were  Repealers.  From  the 
book  it  appeared  that  Dr.  Remolds  first 
spoke  on  February  23rd,  and  fliat  Bosheil 
replied  to  him.  Up  to  this  time  Bosheil  had 
been  seci'etary,  and  the  minutes  were  in  his 
bandwriting ;  but  on  February  20th  a  new 
committee  and  secretary  were  appointed, 
and  Bosheil  excluded ;  and  it  was  only  on 
February  27th  that  the  first  overt  act  al- 
leged by  the  AUomey-Oeneral  was  men- 
tioned in  the  book,  it  was  true  Bosheil 
continued  to  attend  occasionally  after- 
wards, but  there  was  no  proof  that  he  took 


Dearsly  for  George  Smyth:  'ITiere  is 
one  extraordinary  droumstance  in  this 
case.  When  did  this  conspiracy  com- 
mence, when  had  it  its  rise  and origm  P  My 
learned  friend,  Mr.  James,  has  read  an  ex- 
tract from  the  conspirators'  book,  and  up 
to  the  page  which  he  has  read,  there  is 
nothing  to  show  that  the  Confederation 
was  anything  illegal ;  all  the  subjects  there 
discussed  were  subjects  which  might  be 
fairly  discussed  by  the  roost  loyal  person 
in  this  land.  Then  I  say,  when  did  this 
conspiracy  begin  P  Do  you  believe  at  the 
foundation  of  that  society,  when  it  was 
first  formed,  it  was  an  illegal  confedera- 
tion, and  that  those  persons  who  then 
became  members  of  it  combined  and  con- 
spired together  at  that  time  for  the  pur- 
poses of  carrying  out  the  illegal  purposes 
charged  in  the  indictment,  or  was  it  at 
some  ulterior  period  P  If  it  was  at  some 
ulterior  period,  then  when  did  it  begin  P 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  will  endeayour  to 
explain  to  you  how  perhaps  appeanmoes 
may  have  justified  the  notion  that  these 
men  were  conspirators.  Yon  remember 
that  when  the  French  Revolution  broke 
out,  I  believe  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  as  Liberals,  hailed 
with  satisfaction  that  Revolution  which 
drove  Louis  PhUippe  from  his  throne,  and 
it  was  not  merely  among  Bep^ers,  nor 
among  any  other  class,  but  there  was  a 
general  expression  among  the  people  of 
this  country  of  satisfaction  that  that  Revo- 
lution had  taken  place,  and,  if  there  was  a 
Government  which  was  forward  in  recog- 
nizing that  Revolution,  it  was  the  Englisn 
Government  themselves.  G^entlemen,  I 
cau  easily  conceive  that  persons  may 
imagine  they  are  labouring  under  great 
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grievances,  and  when  persons  ore  told  that 
the  people  in  a  neighbouring  country  have 
also  been  labouring  under  great  grievances, 
and  that  they  have  asserted  their  rights, 
they  may  honestly  sympathise  with  those 
persons  without  being  conspirators  of  the 
character  that  the  learned  Attomeni-Oeneral 
has  proclaimed  these  men  are.  But,  also, 
remember  this,  how  likely  it  was  to  act 
upon  the  minds  of  such  persons,  and  make 
some  allowance,  and  I  believe  you  will 
make  a  fair  allowance,  for  heated  and 
exaggerated  language  under  such  circum- 
stances as  those. 

[As  to  the  evidence  against  Smyth,  there 
was  nothing  in  the  entries  in  the  Minute 
Book  signed  by  Smyth  to  show  that  he 
was  a  conspirator ;  or  in  bis  letters  to  Mr. 
HaL^n,  or  in  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
executor  of  a  man  whose  room  was  used 
by  the  Confederation.  It  was  true  he 
presided  at  a  public  meeting  when  Dr. 
Reynolds  spoke.] 

Now,  I  will  draw  your  attention  to  one 
peculiar  circumstance  in  this  case,  and 
it  is  this ;  all  the  violent  speeches  which 
have  been  proved  before  you  to-day  and 
yesterday  are  speeches  sposen  by  Chartists 
and  at  Chartist  meetings  for  the  most 
part.  It  is  notorious  that  Reynolds  is  a 
Chartist  and  identified  with  the  Chartists 
of  this  country;  and  yet  strange  it  is, 
though  every  one  of  these  violent  speeches 
is  miade  at  a  Chartist  meetiug,  the  only 
persons  that  are  prosecuted  in  this  case 
are  the  Confederates,  the  persons  who 
stand  before  you,  who  are  not  Chartists, 
who  have  no  sympathy  with  Chartists,  as 
far  as  I  am  instructed  on  behalf  of  Sirvyih, 
and  who  deprecate  as  strongly  as  they 
can  the  false  position  that  Chartism  had 
taken  up  in  tbis  country. 

But  it  may  be  asked  why  did  not  the 
meeting  immediately  disperse  itself?  Why 
did  not  tbe  chairman  immediately  vacate 
the  chair  when  Dr.  Reynolds  gave  utter- 
ance to  this  absurd  nonsense  which  he 
did?  Gentlemen,  the  reason  was  this, 
that  in  a  public  meeting  you  must  tolerate 
the  excesses  of  men  who  will  come  to 
public  meetings  and  speak  in  that  way, 
and  though  there  might  have  been  some 
little  violence  in  Irishmen  speaking  of 
their  grievances,  they  might  have  thought 
we  are  here  for  one  common  object,  and 
we  are  not  called  on,  because  Dr.  Reynolds 
uses  such  foolish  language,  to  leave  the 
meeting ;  it  would  not  have  been  wise  or 
politic  to  have  expre.ssed  an^  dissent  at 
the  public  meeting  in  my  opinion  because, 
though  these  are  excesses,  they  are  to 
some  extent  obliged  to  be  tolerated.  But 
Mr.  Smyth  might  have  acted  more  wisely ; 
he  might,  if  he  had  been  more  considerate, 
have  absented  himself,  and  if  he  bad  done 
that,  he  Would  not  perhaps  have  been  here 


to-day.  But,  gentlemen,  do  not  make 
every  act  of  indiscretion,  do  not  make 
every  folly  a  man  may  bo  guilty  of,  do 
not  make  every  imprudence  evidence  of  so 
wide  a  conspiracy  as  this.  He  may  have 
been  indiscreet,  but  I  contend  it  is  in- 
discretion only. 

I  say  the  whole  of  the  evidence  adduced 
against  Mr.  Smyth  is  perfectly  consistent 
with  a  moral-force  Eepeal.  Other  persons 
in  the  Association  may  have  boastea  about 
arms ;  I  will  say  nothing  about  that  sub- 
ject, in  order  not  to  prejudice  the  case  of 
others  who  may  stand  before  you.  Dr. 
Reynolds,  I  believe,  who  is  a  political 
mountebank  and  anack,  in  all  prooability 
might  hav<^  been  aealing  in  these  pikes  as 
a  speculatioi^  to  obtain  money  for  aught 
I  know ;  but,  so  far  as  my  client  is  con- 
cerned, he  has  never  done  anyone  a  single 
act  of  violence.  You  cannot  identify  him 
in  any  shape  with  any  such  acts,  but  all 
he  has  done  is  consistent  with  the  fact  of 
his  bein^  a  Bepealer.  He  remains  still  of 
that  opinion,  and  he  would  to-morrow 
advocate  moral  force  in  order  to  obtain 
the  Bepeal  of  the  Union. 

One  of  the  most  violent  speeches  proved 
before  you  was,  if  I  remember  right,  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Somers.  Now,  if  you  look 
at  the  book  at  page  83,  that  is  the  last 
time  that  Mr.  Sm^h  was  at  any  of  these 
meetings.  I  do  not  think  that  through- 
out the  book  you  will  find  him  there  again. 

G^entlemen,  I  must  call  your  attention 
to  this — there  was  a  great  panic  as  you 
know  previously  to  the  arrest  of  these 
men  in  the  pubUc  mind,  and  you  remem- 
ber the  reports  which  were  in  circulation, 
and  also  tne  opening  speech  of  the  Attor- 
ney»  General.  I  must  say,  when  I  heard 
the  opening  speech,  I  for  a  moment  felt 
overwhelmed  with  the  task  imposed  upon 
me  to  have  to  defend  a  man  who  was 
said  to  be  guilty  of  such  a  charge  as 
that ;  and  I  did  tbink,  when  the  Attorney^ 
General  came  to  that  book  which  had 
been  kept  most  sedulously  from  us  ever 
since  it  was  taken  from  M'wrphy*s  house, 
he  was  going  to  open  some  dark  hellish 
and  infamous  conspiracy  which  would 
bave  made  every  person  in  this  court 
tremble  to  think  that  such  fiends  could 
have  existed  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 
When  the  Attorney- General  spoke  of  the 
burnings  of  Manchester  and  the  flames  of 
Liverpool,  and  the  loss  of  life  and  pro- 
perty which  might  have  taken  place ;  and 
remmded  you  of  Mitchel  and  vitriol  and 
the  hellish  suggestions  which  he  made 
and  gave  forth  in  his  paper,  and  of 
M^Manus  being  convicted  of  treason — I 
know  the  learned  Attorney- General  would 
not  do  it  wilfully — but  1  should  not  do 
justice  to  my  own  feelings  if  J  did  not  say 
that  it  was  calculated  to  prejudice  the 
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case   against  the    prisouers  at  the    bar. 
Bat   I  ask    ^ou    whether    evidence    has  I 
come  oat  to  jastify  any  sach  statement ;  j 
and  I  also  ask  yon  whether  yoa  do  not 
recollect  that  at  that  time  there  was  a 
great  pauio  in  the  pablic  miud.   In  Liyer- 
pool  the  people  generally  imagined  there 
was  going  to  be  an  insarrection  becanse  ' 
some  men  in  Ireland  had  threatened  one  ;  \ 
bat  it  is  not,  becanse  we  were  panic  strack  j 
then,  that  we  are  to  be  panic  stmck  now. 
We  know,  and  circnmstances  haye  proved 
it,  that  there  was  no  tme  cause  for  the  ', 
alarm  to  the  extent  to  which  that  alarm 
existed ;   and  though   the  magistrates  of ' 
Liverpool  did  no   more   than  their  daty  ' 
in  bringing  the  military  into  the  town,  | 
in  doubling  the   guards,  and  in  taking  • 
every  precaution  they  possibly  coald,  yet  I 
it  is  proved  now  that  that  wide  conspiracy  ! 
which   was  imagined  never  existed.    At  ' 
that   time    the    French    Eevolution  had 
just  broken  out,   and  there  were  many 
reasons  why  the  minds  of  men  should  be 
alarmed.      Bat  now  that   we   have    got , 
the  evidence  it  has  proved  to  my  mind, 
and    I    am    sure    it  will    prove    to  the 
mind  of  every  loyal  man  in  this  country,  | 
that  never  did  the  Queen  of  this  country 
sit  safer  upon  her  throue  than  she  did  at  I 
the  yery  moment  that  the  conspiracy  was 
said  to  be  hatching  which  was  to  overturn 
her  power. 

O.  F.  PoUock,  for  O'Bonnelh  Cuddy, 
Somerif,  Hopper,  and  Mv^hy :  1  am  aware 
that  in  such  a  case  I  labour  under  almost 
insuperable  prejudices.  Chartism  is  at  a 
discount;  Repeal,  for  the  present  at  least, 
it  may  be  for  a  much  longer  period,  has 
gone  by ;  but  when  you  have  in  the  dock, 
and  among  the  defendants,  persons  who 
combine  those  very  unfortunate  principles, 
as  they  are  now  esteemed,  of  Chartism  and 
Repeal,  it  is  perfectly  certain  that  I  must 
have  prejudices  to  contend  with  of  no 
ordinary  amount.  And  these  prejudices 
must  l>e  increased  of  necessity  when  I 
address  a  jury  of  the  middle  class  who 
are  themselves  most  interested  in  the 
preservation  of  order,  since  upon  it  de- 
pends in  a  great  degree,  almost  com- 
pletely, the  progress  of  commerce  and  the 
pro8i)erity  or  trade. 

Now,  ffentlemen,  let  me  pray  you  not  to 
convict  tnese  men  because,  as  we  are  told, 
some  persons  in  London,  with  whom  they 
are  not  shown  to  be  connected,  entertained 
a  design  to  bum  London  or  devastate  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants.  Do  not  con- 
vict these  men  because  a  Mr.  Mitchel,  who 
is  said  to  have  been  an  object  of  their 
respect,  is  reported,  I  do  not  know  upon 
what  authority,  to  have  said  somethmg 
about  pouring  yitriol  upon  the  soldiers 
and  breaking  bottles  in  the  streets.    Mis- 


taken of  him  they  may  be  when  they  Mk 
of  him  as  the  champion  of  Irish  inde- 
pendence, when  they  hold  him  up  as  the 
object  of  admiration,  but,  whether  they  are 
mistaken  or  not,  do  not  let  us  regard  what 
is  not  in  evidence  before  us,  but  let  us  try 
these  men  by  what  they  and  those  con- 
nected with  them  Lave  done  and  wrought 
in  this  particular  transaction. 

G^entiemen,  it  is  true  I  have  heard  in 
the  course  of  this  investigation  that  one 
of  these  men  has  nr^ed  that  he  would 
never  be  contented  till  Irelfuid  was  an  in- 
dependent province.  The  expression  was 
a  remarkable  one,  but  it  did  not  import 
that  Ireland  was  to  be  separated  from  the 
English  rule  or  dominion.  In  another 
CAse  one  says,  if  I  remember  right,  '*  We 
are  no  Republicans  in  Manchester,  our 
Queen  we  wish  to  remain  a  Queen."  In 
this  case  the  man  says  '*  We  wish  Ireland 
to  be  an  independent  province."  What 
means  that  except  that  it  should  be  part 
of  the  British  dominions  ? 

Grentlemen,  the  learned  AUorney-Oeneral 
said  these  poor  people  had  no  grievances 
to  complain  of.  I  am  not  here  to  discuss 
whether  they  have  or  not.  The  Attorney' 
General  said  that,  with  respect  to  the  trial 
of  Mitehel,  these  men  had  talked  of  pack- 
ing juries,  and  that  it  was  disgraceful 
they  should  so  talk,  beciiuse  those  juries 
oould  not,  as  he  had  reason  to  believe, 
unless  they  were  perjured,  have  arrived 
at  any  otner  conclusion  than  that  of 
the  man's  guilt.  I  know  no  possibility 
by  which  any  of  my  learned  friends, 
however  high,  can  tell  what  is  to 
regulate  the  consciences  of  others,  or 
declare  that  a  jury  would  have  been 
perjured  if,  upon  evidence  which  we 
have  not  heard,  they  had  given  any  other 
verdict  than  the  one  they  have  recorded. 
1  know  nothing  of  that  trial,  I  know 
nothing  of  that  jury.  But  if  the  packing 
of  juries  is  to  be  alluded  to,  I  say  that 
there  are  more  ways  of  packing  juries 
than  one.  You  may  pack  a  jury  by  put- 
ting in  men  whom  you  select,  and  you 
may  pack  a  jury  by  keeping  out  men 
whom  you  do  not  want. 

It  may  be  we  may  differ  fVom  these  men 
with  respect  to  the  object  for  which  they 
have  been  labouring,  but  the  dream,  if 
dream  it  be,  the  phantom,  if  phantom  it 
be,  which  misled  tnem  is  the  dream  which 
misled  greater  men  than  any,  with  respect 
be  it  spoken,  that  are  lo  be  found  ordi- 
nanly  now-a-days  misled  by  a  phantom. 
It  is  a  dream  which  misled  men  of  the 
highest  station  in  that  legal  profession  of 
which  the  Attorney- General  is  an  orna- 
ment. If  it  misled  Cuddy  and  Somers  and 
O^DonneU,  it  misled  also  Grattan  and 
Cwran,  and  Ydverton  and  Hood,  aye, 
and   Flunkei,  Attorney- Generals  like  my 
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learned  friend,   in  the  full  plenitude  of  j 
their  office.  i 

[Counsel  proceeded  to  deal  with  eri-  I 
denoe  affecting  the    different  prisoners,  i 
The  only  entries   relating  to   0*Donnell  \ 
are  in  June  and  July.    They  say  they  are 
corroborated  by  certain  speeches,  the  first 
delivered  on  June  6th.    The  report  of  that 
speech  is  by  the  policeman  Willockt  who 
never  reported  before,  and  took  no  notes 
at  the  time.    In  his  evidence  before  the 
magistrates  he  did  not  make  Dr.  O'Don- 
neU  say  that  Ireland    should   have  her 
rights  before  Christmas  or  he  would  have 
blood.    There  is  not  a  word  of  that ;   he 
even  attributes  this  speech  to  IPMantis,} 

AttoTmey-Oenerdl :  That  was  corrected 
afterwards;  he  said  he  had  the  wrong 
man. 

Pollock :  Not  as  to  **  hands  being  bloody 
with  fighting."  What  I  am  directed  by 
Dr.  0*DonneU  to  do,  and  what  I  see  my 
way  to  do  upon  the  evidence,  is  to 
repudiate  that  which,  according  to  the 
testimony  given  before  you,  is  attributed 
t^  him. 

Gentlemen,  I  may  deal  at  once  with  the 
al  lection  on  which,  no  doubt,  much  stress 
is  laid,  that  certain  of  these  persons  deter- 
mined to  have  arms,  and  provided  them- 
selves with  arms.  I  take  leave  to  say  that 
whatever  may  have  taken  place  before 
Mr.  Eushtorif  whatever  inquiries  may 
have  been  instituted  by  the  police,  there 
was  nothing  illegal  in  that  possession  of 
arms.  The  possession  of  arms  would  only 
become  illegal  if  it  were  in  pursuance  of 
a  conspiracy  to  carry  oat  some  unconstitu- 
tional purpose. 

[As  to  Murphy,  the  fact  that  the  book 
was  found  in  his  house  does  not  prove  that 
he  was  a  party  to  thtj  conspiracy.  No 
doubt  he  was  a  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion, but  this  was  quite  le^al  to  begin 
with,  and  it  appeared  by  his  own  state- 
ment that  he  was  absent  in  Ireland  when 
the  book  was  found.  The  only  entries  in 
his  handwriting  are  *•  determined  action  " 
In  the  entry  of  July  18th,  and  the  entry  of 
the  date  and  address.  There  was  nothing 
illeeal  in  his  being  possessed  of  arms.] 

Now,  the  next  case  which  requires  some 
separate  consideration  is  that  of  Cuddy. 
Against  him  undoubtedlv  the  possession  of 
arms  is  proved  beyond  all  doubt ;  nay, 
more,  he  was  possessed  of  arms  in  con- 
siderable quantities.  How? — that  is  the 
question.  In  any  way  concealed  ?  I  take 
leave  to  say,  not  at  all.  In  open  and  undis- 
guised sale?  I  say,  yes.  For  himself  as 
ErincipalP  No  ;  for  Dr.  Reynolds,  and  as 
is  salesman  undoubtedly.  How  H  Acting 
as  salesman  in  a  shop  in  Leeds  Street. 
Is  that  shop  open  or  inolosed  P  Does  it 
invite  public  observation,  or  retire  from 
itP    Not  only  does  it  invite  it,  but  the 


object  of  speeches  made  at  public  meetings 
was  bo  congregate  persons  to  traffic  at 
that  shop;  nay,  more,  police  constables 
are  invited  into  it,  a  friendship  is  struck 
up  between  this  concealed  trader  and  the 
policeman.  He  is  invited  to  see  all  this. 
A  model  pike  is  exhibited  in  the  window, 
and  boarding  pikes  and  sugar  -  ciuie 
reapers,  which  they  produce  to-day  and 
would  have  you  suppose  were  invented  for 
the  purpose  of  the  Irish  Bebellion,  are 
paraded  before  the  very  eyes  of  the  police 
authorities.  It  was  rather  a  failure  about 
the  alleged  sword.  Did  you  ever  see  any- 
thing  like  thatP  But  it  turns  out  that 
these  are  shipped  in  large  quantities 
across  to  the  West  Indies,  used  by  every 
native  of  the  place  for  cutting  down  sugar 
canes ;  and  yet  these  ore  supposed  to  be 
manufactured  for  the  ^qpress  purpose  of 
the  Irish  Bebellion.  What  moimtains 
are  sometimes  made  out  of  mole-hills,  as 
it  was  discovered  this  morning.  My 
learned  fHend,  the  AUomey-Oeneral  for 
the  Duchy,  said,  were  there  any  sugar 
canes  where  you  found  them,  were  there 
any  sugar  canes  in  the  shop  where  they 
were  soldP  No.  Are  there  any  sugar 
canes  on  board  the  vessels  which  take 
them  to  the  West  Indies  P  We  do  not 
pretend  they  were  not  sold  openlv  and 
Drought  into  the  market  openly.  AH  we 
say  is  they  are  not  of  necessity  connected 
with  the  Irish  Bebellion. 

But  Dr.  Reynolds  has  absconded. 
Whether  he  be  a  coward  or  not  I  do 
not  know.  I  think  I  may  appeal  to  your 
experience,  would  not  you  rather  have  a 
troop  of  police  officers  taking  a  random 
shot  at  you  in  passing  their  sight  for  five 
minutes  than  nave  all  the  eloquence  of 
the  Attorney'  General  directed  against  you  ? 
Therefore  T  do  not  know  whether  Dr. 
Reynolds  would  not  have  stood  the  fire 
of  soldiers,  though  he  would  not  stand  the 
Attorney- General,  Dr.  Reynolds,  however, 
is  gone,  and  he  had  gone  at  the  time  I 
am  speaking  of ;  and  the  shop  was  shut, 
and  the  pikes  and  reaping  knives  and  all 
the  other  articles  for  the  indiscriminate 
slaughter  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  were 
to  be  sent  after  him. 

[Violent  speeches  by  Somers  and  Hopper 
are  spoken  to,  but  they  were  at  meetings 
not  shown  to  be  connected  with  thode 
mentioned  in  the  book  ;  these  meetings 
were  not  in  any  way  the  meetings  of  the 
Association  to  whom  that  book  belonged.] 

This  prosecution  is  not  for  making  a 
seditious  speech,  it  is  not  for  attencGng 
unlawful  assemblies,  it  is  not  for  having 
been  present  at  one  or  two  or  more  as- 
semblies where  illegal  expressions  were 
uttered.  It  is  a  prosecution  for  a  con- 
spiracy to  assist  the  rebellion  in  Ireland, 
to     create    rebellion     throughout     this 
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country,  and  to  disorganize  if  not  revolu- 
tionize the  whole  system  of  our  Govern- 
ment. It  may  be  that  these  men  think 
that  great  changes  in  that  Government 
would  benefit  our  common  country.  It 
may  be  that  some  of  them  had  that  dream 
of  national  independence  by  which  others 
have  been  misled,  if  misled  it  is.  But 
that  spirit  of  nationality  is  one  which 
Britons  ought  at  all  events  to  be  slow  to 
discourage.  The  spirit  of  nationality,  under 
the  influence  of  which  this  sedition  is 
alleged  to  have  been  committed,  is  the 
very  ^erm  of  all  that  has  made  nations 
great  m  this  world,  which  nations  of  old 
cultivated,  even  those  whom  we  in  our 
more  advanced  civilization  are  proud  to 
admire.  They  called  all  besides  them- 
selves barbarians,  and  would  proudly 
speak  of  their  own  nationality.  It  is  that 
nationality,  which,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  read  history  from  Effypt  and 
Athens,  to  Bome  and  Switzerland  and 
Holland,  has    made   nations    great    and 

E reduced  a  feeling  of  independence,  which 
as  been  felt  by  all  their  citizens.  For 
nations  are  but  united  men,  and  national 
independence  is  but  the  independence  of 
a  number  of  individuals. 

lAtkinson  followed  for  O^Bnen,  and 
complained  of  the  Atiomey- General*  8 
opening.] 

You  will  be  pleased  to  recollect  that  in 
that  address  he  told  you  that  the  dupes 
were  not  upon  their  trial,  but  that  the 
leaders  had  been  caught  and  were  the 
prisoners  in  that  dock,  while  in  the  same 
breath  you  were  told  that  Mr.  M*Manu8, 
— and  this  was  said  in  a  tone  of  voice 
which  sounded  in  my  ears  like  a  tone  of 
triumph— that  Mr.  M*Manus  was  under 
adequate  recognizances  somewhere  else, 
that  Dr.  Mwrphy  had  travelled  across  the 
Atlantic  or  to  some  other  place,  and  that 
Dr.  Eeynolds  had  followed  his  example,  so 
that  at  all  events  the  three  leaders,  those 
who  have  inflamed  the  minds  of  their 
dupes,  who  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
large  licence  allowed  to  freedom  of  dis- 
cussion in  this  country,  were  not  upon 
their  trial. 

There  was  another  topic  introduced 
of  a  nature  well  calculated,  not  only  to 
alarm  your  prejudices,  but  your  fears  and 
your  anxiety.  You  were  told  that  the 
object  of  Uiis  scheme  was  to  fire  Liverpool, 
and  an  example  of  the  speeches  was  cited 
stating  that  tne  heaTens  would  be  illumi- 
nated with  the  warehouses  in  a  blaze. 
You  were  then  told  that  there  were  300 
persons  enrolled  in  clubs,  and  that  it  had 
pleased  Providence  to  furnish  peculiar 
means  of  discovery  in  a  book  which  was 
found  in  the  possession  of  the  prisoner 
Murphy,    There  was    also  a  high  com- 


pliment paid  to  the  press,  and  I  must 
say  that  never  was  compliment  more 
undeserved.  Why,  upon  the  very  walls 
of  our  town  this  morning  is  an  account 
of  the  trial  of  the  Confederates  upon  their 
plan  to  set  Liverpool  on  fire.  Is  that  the 
mode  in  which  the  minds  of  juries  are  to 
be  kept  uninfluenced  by  prcjudiC'e?  In 
the  State  Trials  in  1816  it  was  ordered 
by  the  Court  that  the  proceedings 
should  not  be  furnished  to  the  public  till 
the  trials  had  finished.  We  have  com- 
plaints of  the  partiality  of  Courts  at  that 
time,  but  their  impartiality  was  strongly 
evidenced  by  that  circumstance  of  which 
I  have  spoken  ;  and  I  say  it  would  have 
been  well,  before  that  compliment  was 
paid  to  the  press,  that  the  press  should 
have  deserved  it. 

We  had  then  another  topic  skilfully  in- 
troduced, that,  about  the  time  when  these 
proceedings  were  going  on  in  Liverpool, 
there  was  a  report  spread  abroad  that  the 
Thurles  Station  was  on  fire,  and  that  the 
troops  of  the  Queen  were  defeated,  and 
there  was  another  report  simultaneously 
spread  in  Dublin  that  Liverpool  was  on 
fire.  Have  you  had  any  evidence  of  that 
kind  P  I  ask  you  in  the  name  of  Impartiality 
whether  it  was  right  for  the  learned 
Attorney- General  thu^  to  light  up  preju- 
dice in  your  minds  ^  by  such  topics,  not 
afterwards  confirming  them  by  means  of 
evidence  to  be  produced  before  you  in  the 
witness  box  P 

I  will  not  allude  to  the  other  dexterous 
stroke  of  the  pencil  which  finished  the 
picture,  that  with  regard  to  blasphemy.  I 
say  this  might  well  have  been  spared.  I 
do  not  say  it  enters  into  the  mind  of  the 
Attorney*  General  that  he  should  enter  the 
next  session  of  Parliament  crowned  with 
laurels  from  this  place,  but  I  say,  in 
criminal  inquiries,  where  the  character 
and  the  liberty  of  our  fellow-subjects  are 
at  st»ke,  the  administration  of  public 
justice  and  its  dignity  are  best  consulted, 
when  those  who  represent  the  Crown  have 
the  classic  calmness  of  old  times,  and  pre- 
serve the  classic  beauty  of  that  aomi- 
nistration  of  criminal  justice  which,  I 
say,  for  the  well-being  and  interests  of 
humanity  are  essentially  necessary  in 
trials  of  this  character. 

[Counsel  referred  to  the  evidence  against 
O'Brien.  The  O'Brien  so  often  men- 
tioned in  the  book  was  Thomas  O'Brien, 
There  is  no  evidence  that  the  defendant 
James  O'Brien  ever  attended  a  committee 
meetiTig  or  a  public  meeting,  or  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  other  defendants. 
He  is  only  shown  to  have  been  in  a  bed- 
room, not  his  own,  to  which  a  boy  was 
carrying  arms.  The  witness  Bond  deposed 
to  what  O'Brien  said  at  the  news-room, 
but  the  witness  only  saw  him  two  or  three 
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times,  and  his    identificafcion  caanot  be 
relied  on.] 

I  oare  not  what  may  be  yonr  political 
opinions  in  that  box,  I  only  know  this., 
that  from  the  time  in  which  trial  by 
jary  has  had  fair  experience  in  this 
country,  juries  have  not,  in  a  State 
prosecution,  suffered  themselves  to  be  led 
away  by  any  topic  of  the  day  or  any  re- 
mark except  that  which  arises  fairly  from 
the  evidence.  And  I  say,  gentlemen,  I 
conjure  you  not  to  be  caught  by  that 
panic  which  pervaded  the  authorities  of 
this  town  when  it  was  actually  prayed  to 
deprive  Liverpool  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act.  I  ask  you  not  to  be  guided  in  your 
deliberation  by  a  garbled  statement  which 
may  be  laid  before  you,  but  to  make  your- 
selves thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
real  state  of  facts  as  they  exist,  from  the 
witnesses  who  have  been  brohght  before 
you.  If  you  do  not,  it  will  be  unfortunate 
indeed  for  my  client,  but,  as  I  believe,  it 
will  be  unfortunate  for  the  cause  of  progres- 
sive liberty  and  for  the  advancement  of 
this  country.  I  believe  no  greater  mis- 
take can  be  committed  than  enforcing 
what  is^  called  an  example  of  severity 
when  the  occasion  has  passed  away.  The 
law  has  been  vindicated  and  powerfully 
vindicated.  At  a  time  of  feverish  excite- 
ment, when  the  old  dynasties  of  Europe 
were  passinff  and  crumbling  away,  there 
came  in  aid  of  the  institutions  of  this 
country,  threatened  by  that  feverish  agita- 
tion, the  great  volume  of  good  sense 
which  distinguishes  the  middle  class  of 
this  great  country,  the  vital  power  of  the 
British  Constitution,  and  that  practical 
liberty  which  had  been  secured  for  the 
people  by  s]>eaking  out  at  different  times. 
The  population  of  the  country,  the  moral 
power  of  the  country,  all  wealthy  and  in- 
telligent and  quiet  citizens  are  looking  for  a 
progressive  advance,  and  are  not  willing 
to  1  is  ten  to  counsels  of  viol  ence.  I  say  that 
that  body,  the  middle  class  of  England, 
the  basis  of  the  whole  social  superstruc- 
ture, was  found  sound.  They  came  to 
the  rescue  by  the  exhibition  of  physical 
and  moral  power,  and  they  sent  the  wave 
of  revolution  receding  back  to  the  shores 
from  whence  it  came.  Then,  is  not  youra 
an  office  at  this  moment  of  great  moral 
responsibility  P  The  glori")us  opportunity 
is  now  offered  to  you  to  give  an  amnesty 
for  the  past,  to  say  we  have  vindicated  the 
authority  of  the  law,  and  we  now  come  as 
the  ministers  of  peace  and  sav  to  .these 


men,  you  may  have  been  excited,  you  may 
have  been  imprudent ;  we  throw  the  veil 
of  oblivion  over  the  past ;  the  country  is 
safe,  it  is  on  its  peaceful  wav,  it  is  on  the 
way  of  progress;  we  overlook  the  past,  we 
overlooK  excitement  now  that  the  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  it  is  gone  by. 


EVIDBNCE  FOA  THB  DEFENCE. 

John  Delure — Examined  by  Segar. 

A  coal  proprietor.  Spoke  to  Delamere 
being  in  his  employ  six  years,  formerly  as 
clerk,  and  then  advanced  to  the  situation 
of  agent ;  gave  him  a  high  character. 

I  believe  you  heard  something  of  this 
society  being  an  illegal  society  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year  P— Not  exactly  at 
the  beginning — some  months  after  the 
commencement. 

I  believe  you  heard  that  your  young 
man  was  a  member  of  it  P — A  mutual 
friend  of  his  and  mine  mentioned  it  to  me 
that  he  was. 

Did  you  speak  to  him  upon  the  sub- 
ject?—I  did. 

What  took  place  between  you  P — I  said 
to  him  that  I  understood  the  Association 
was  of  an  illegal  character,  and  that  it 
would  be  much  better  for  him  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 

What  did  he  say  to  that  P— He  stated 
that  he  did  not  consider  it  of  an  illegal 
character,  but,  as  it  might  be  construed 
so  by  other  parties,  he  would  take  my 
advice  and  never  go  near  them  again. 

As  far  as  you  know  did  he  ever  go 
again  P — Never,  to  my  knowledge. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attomey-Oeneral. 

He  told  me  he  was  a  member  of  this 
society  about  the  end  of  May  or  the  be- 
ginning of  June. 

Did  you  hear  from  him  that  he  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  attending  meetings  P— I 
think  he  stated  he  had  been. 

When  Dr.  Reynolds  and  Mr.  BPManue 
and  other  persons  were  present  P — He  said 
nothing  about  them. 

Have  not  you  seen  M'ManiM  at  your 
office  frequently? — Never  to  my  know- 
ledge, he  may  have  been  there.  M*ManfM 
had  been  there  on  business,  but  I  do  not 
know  him  by  sight. 

Be-examined  by  8egar. 

Did  WMa/nu8  deal  in  coal,  did  he  send 
coal  to  Ireland?— Yes. 

James  ilt^/nn— Examined  by  Dearsly. 

A  merchant  and  magistrate.  Knew 
George  Smyth,  Will  you  tell  the  gentle- 
men of  the  jury  what,  in  your  opinion,  is 
his  character  for  peacefulness  and  good 
behaviour  P — ^I  have  always  believed  him 
to  be  a  peaceful  and  well-behaved  man. 
He  addressed  some  letters  to  me  some 
yeaft^s  ago  through  a  newspaper  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Sailor's  Home,  very  able  let- 
ters, showing  a  very  benevolent  purpose. 

John  Fisher — Examined  by  Dearsly, 

A  merchant  in  LiverpooL  Also  spoke  to 
Smyth's  character. 
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Thomas  MWp%— Examined  by  Atkinson. 

Were  yon  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the 
news-room  which  we  have  heard  of  in 
Hurst  Street  P— Yes.  I  was  there  mostly 
every  night. 

Did  you  hear  the  prisoner  James  O'Brien 
make  any  speech  P — He  never  made  any 
speech  there  to  my  knowledge. 

Do  you  happen  to  know  what  he  is  by 
trade  ?— He  is  a  linendraper,  as  far  as  I 
could  understand. 

Do  you  know  what  his  character  is  for 
peacemlness  and  good  conduct  P — I  never 
saw  anything  of  the  young  man  but  what 
was  peaceful  and  quiet. 

What  used  he  to  do  at  this  roomP — 
Sit  reading  the  paper. 

Cro:?s-examined  by  the  Attorney  Oeneral. 

What  was  this  man  OampheU  P— Which 
Camfhell  ? 

The  Carnvbell  who  had  the  reading 
shop  P— He  had  not  it— he  was  only  like 
another  there. 

Who  had  it  then  P— Every  person  sub- 
scribed. 

Somebody  must  havo  kept  it  open. — 
ITie  key  was  left  at  his  place. 

Was  there  a  club  P— It  did  not  go 
under  the  name  of  a  club,  a  number  of 
persons  assembled  together  to  read  the 
[lapers. 

Was  there  a  chairman  P — I  have  never 
seen  any. 

Will  you  swear  that  P— Yes. 

Do  you  swear  that  there  never  was  a 
chairman  — be  a  little  careful  P— There 
mieht  have  been  a  chairman  sometimes. 

Who  was  he  P— I  do  not  know  any  par- 
ticular person. 

Give  me  any  general  person— name 
somebody  P— I  have  sat  in  the  chair  my- 
self sometimes. 

Then  what  do  you  mean  by  saying  there 
was  no  chairman? — ^There  was  a  chair  and 
I  have  sat  and  read  in  it,  if  that  is  what 
you  call  a  chairman. 

Do  not  you  know  the  meaning  of  a 
chairman  P — A  person  who  presides  over 
a  number. 

Have  you  done  so  P — I  have  sat  in  his 
chair. 

Eklb,  J. :  You  put  it  that  you  sat  in  a 
chair  reading  a  paper.  What  the  learned 
counsel  means  is  presiding  over  a  party. 

Witness :  I  have  never  known  a  chair- 
man presiding  over  them. 

Attorney- General :  There  never  was  a 
chairman  to  preside  over  them  P — No. 

Erlb,  J. :  Just  collect  your  thoughts  and 
see  whether  you  mean  to  abide  by  that  P — 
Yes,  I  do  mean  that. 

AttornW'Oeneral :  Was  there  any  chair- 
man.   Was  there  any  person   appointed 


as  permanent  chairman  P— To  keep  order 
do  you  mean  P 

Never  mind  about  order.  Was  there 
any  P— There  was. 

What  did  yon  mean  by  swearing  there 
was  not  P — I  cannot  tay. 

What  did  you  mean  by  swearing  there 
was  not  P— I  might  not  have  understood 
it  at  the  time. 

What  did  you  mean  by  swearing  here 
that  there  was  no  chairman  P — Did  I  say 
there  was  no  chairman  P 

Yes,  you  did. — I  did  not  understand 
what  the  meaning  of  the  chairman  was  at 
that  time. 

You  know  this  man  O'Brwn  .^— Yes,  I 
have  seen  him. 

Have  you  seen  him  there  often  P — He 
might  be  there  twice  or  thrice  a  week. 

How  often  were  you  there  P — I  was  there 
mostly  every  night.  I  might  not  have 
been  there  some  nights. 

Be-examined  by  Atkinson. 

Have  you  seen  Dr.  Reynolds  there ;  have 
you  ever  seen  him  there  when  O'Brien 
was  there  P — I  never  did. 

Was  it  an  open  news-room  P — Yes,  any 
person  might  go  into  it. 

Did  a  good  many  persons  go  into  it  P — 
Yes,  perhaps  there  were  50  persons  went 
into  it  sometimes. 

Did  you  ever  hear  a  speech  made  there, 
a  political  speech  P — I  cannot  say  I  ever 
diet.  I  never  did  hear  a  speech  made  in 
the  place. 

Mary  Carrott— Examined  by  Atkinson. 

Are  you  the  landlady  of  Mr.  O'Brien  ? 
—Yes. 

Did  he  lodge  with  you  in  April  P— Yes, 
three  months  all  but  three  days. 

Three  months  all  but  three  days  after 
April  P— Yes,  a  better  behaved  young  man 
the  sun  never  shone  on,  and  during  that 
time  he  always  kept  regular  hours. 

Were  his  habits  peaceful  P— Peaceable, 
quiet,  and  of  good  character. 

Was  he  ever  out  late  at  night  during 
that  time  P— One  time— that  was  the 
night  he  was  taken— never  a  night  except 
that. 

Rbplt. 

The  Attorney- Oeneral  in  the  c:>ur3e  of 
his  reply  said — 

If  m  truth  my  learned  friend  had  a 
right  to  expect  what  he  called  the  classic 
coldness  of  my  predecessors  from  me,  he 
would  surely  liave  been  induced  to  expect 
not  an  indictment  upon  this  occasion  for 
a  conspiracy  with  overt  acts,  but  I  think 
that  classic  coldness  which  he  says  dis- 
tinguished former  times  would  have  pre- 
ferred, instead  of  this  indictment,  an 
indictment  for  en  offeuce  which  uncjues- 
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tionablj,  with  some  few  circnmstances 
of  aggravation  whioh  might  have  been 
proved  of  necessity,  would  have  been 
an  indictment,  and  possibly  a  conviction, 
for  high  treason. 

ISmyth,  CDonneU,  Somers,  Dehmere, 
Boahdi,  and  the  others  are  not  in  the 
position  of  those  whom  they  excited.] 

The  charge  in  substance  is  this  ;  there 
is  a  conspiracy  for  two  objects.  The  con* 
spiracy  extends  to  promote  an  insurrection 
in  Ireland,  and  assist  those  who  were 
threatening  it ;  and  there  is  a  conspiracy 
to  promote  an  insurrection  in  this  kingdom 
too.  That  proceeding  is  expanded  in  the 
indictment  into  eleven  counts.  This  is 
the  substance  of  those  different  charges, 
that  there  was  a  conspiracy  to  promote  an 
insurrection  in  Ireland  and  in  this  coun- 
try. And  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  a 
conclusion  that  that  conspiracy  did  exist, 
it  is  not  necessary  that  you  should  be  of 
opinion  that  all  the  defendants  or  some  of 
them  met  together  at  one  time  and  agreed 
together  positively  and  definitely  to  carrj 
into  effect  that  seditious  purpose ;  but,  if 
you  shall  find  them  acting  with  a  common 
^   dct  co-operating  throughout,  and  if  you 

Ege  by  their  actions  tl^t  it  must  have 
n,  as  it  appears  to  be,  the  result  of 
a  preconceivea  scheme,  I  apprehend  my 
lord  will  tell  you  that  all  those  who  so  act 
together  in  one  common  purpose  are 
guilty  of  one  common  conspiracy;  and, 
if  that  be  so,  no  one  living  can  doubt  that 
pome  of  the  objects  of  this  conspiracy 
must  be  proved  to  your  perfect  satis- 
faction. 

Indeed,  I  am  in  a  difficulty  upon  this 
matter,  not  because  I  cannot  answer  the 
topics  which  have  been  ur^ed  by  my 
learned  friends  upon  the  subiect,  but  be- 
cause they  all  admit  that  such  conspiracy 
existed ;  they  do  not  deny,  at  least,  by 
observation,  that  a  conspiracy  of  this  dan- 
gerous character  did  exist,  but  they  labour 
to  prove  to  you  that  the  particular  persons 
for  whom  they  are  engaged  did  not  take 
part  in  the  conspiracy. 

It  is  plain  that  up  to  February  1848, 
meetings  were  held.  At  that  time,  the 
meetings  took  a  different  character  en- 
tirely. Large  meetings  of  persons  were 
called  at  Birkenhead  and  the  neighbour- 
hood; the  Chartists  and  the  Bepeaiers 
were  confederated  together;  the  Con- 
federates formed  a  union  with  the  Chart- 
ists, the  one  to  obtain  the  Charter,  and 
the  other  Repeal.  One  of  my  learned 
friends  has  stated  that  the  Confederates 
daspised  the  Chartists,  and  yet  they  were 
willinff  enough  to  use  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  terror.  Their  object  was  to  con- 
centrate great  numbers,  to  create  terror^ 
to  alarm  me  Government,  and  one  of  them 
actually  boasted  that    the  Indians    had 


massacred  the  soldiers  of  Her  Majesty, 
their  desire  being  to  create  a  diversion,  so 
that  no  troops  could  be  spared  for  Ireland, 
and  that  while  these  meetings  were  en- 
gaging the  garrisons  in  England,  the 
clubs  should  engage  the  special  constables 
and  the  police  m  the  different  districts, 
and  so  they  should  obtain  by  force  what 
they  could  not  obtain  by  calm  discussion. 

In  that  state  of  things,  this  was  the 
course  taken.  Liverpool  was  divided  into 
districts.  Committees  were  formed,  as 
appears  by  the  book,  for  that  purpose. 
Cflubs  were  formed  called  the  Emmet  Club, 
the  Felon  Club,  the  Davis  Club,  and  other 
names,  identifying  the  movement  in  this 
town  with  the  proceedings  in  Dublin. 

Pollock:  Davia  was  dead  long  before. 
All  who  knew  him  were  perfectly  aware 
that  he  did  all  he  could  to  restrain  during 
his  lifetime  those  with  whom  he  was 
associated.  He  was  a  man  greatly  re- 
spected. 

Attorney '  Oenerdl :  I  do  not  wish  to  cast 
the  slightest  imputation  upon  the  memory 
of  anybody.  1  am  only  saying  he  was  a 
gentleman  who  had  written'stronffly  upon 
that  subject.  His  name  was  sheeted — 
Emmet— Mitohel^tke  Felon  Club,  and 
other  names,  were  selected,  which  look 
strange,  unauestionably,  in  a  peaceful 
town  like  Liverpool,  in  the  formation 
of  clubs  to  assist  the  action  of  the  Re- 
pealers of  Dublin.  Moreover,  for  the  arm- 
ing of  those  clubs,  one  of  the  moat  violent 
^rsons  engaged  in  that  assembly,  Mr. 
Reynolds,  in  his  own  language,  aban- 
doned the  profession  of  physic  for  the 
other  profession  of  an  ironmonger,  as  he 
called  it,  dealing  largely  in  muskets  and 
rifles.  One  of  them  at  a  meeting  held 
out  the  language  of  threat  and  menace  to 
the  Government,  and  while  the  Govern- 
ment was  endeavouring  in  great  difficulty, 
as  nobody  can  doubt,  to  vindicate  the 
authority  of  the  law  in  Dublin,  he  pro- 
claimed to  a  meeting,  which  he  afterwards 
described  as  being  attended  by  about 
35,000  persons,  that,  if  those  men  whom 
the^  called  martryrs  suffered  in  Dublin, 
their  last  dyinff  throes  would  be  consoled 
by  seeing  the  buying  Babylons  of  England. 

[The  AUomey-Oeneral  proceeded  to 
refer  to  the  evidence  against  the  several 
defendants.  The  evidence  called  by  the 
Crown  against  Delamere  was  slight,  but 
his  employer,  Mr.  Dektre,  had  since  proved 
that  he  took  part  in  the  Association  until 
the  end  of  May  or  the  beginning  of  June, 
after  it  had  become  dangerous  and  illegaL] 

Wednesday,  December  13,  1848. 

SUKMIKG  UP. 

Brle,  J.:  The  prisoners  at  the  Bar 
stand  indicted  for  a  conspiracy,  and  th^ 
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6rsfc  three  oonnts  relate  to  Ireland. 
One  of  the  counts  states  that  persons  to  the 
jnrors  unknown  conspired,  with  force  of 
arms,  to  disturb  the  peace  and  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  laws  in  Ireland,  and  to 
raise  tumults  and  unlawful  assemblies  and 
insurrections  there,  and  that  the  prisoners 
here  intend infi;  to  aid  and  assist  persons 
in  Ireland,  conspired  together  to  aid  and 
assist  them  by  procuring  arms  and  other 
offensive  weapons  to  be  sent  to  Ireland  to 
help  them  in  carrying  on  the  conspiracy 
in  Ireland,  and  that  in  pursuance  of  this 
design  tbey  procured  arms.  The  second 
and  third  counts  are  to  the  like  effect. 

Then  the  fourth  and  snbsequent  counts, 
there  being  eleven  in  all,  charge  that  the 
prisoners  conspired  together,  I  will  state 
to  you  the  fourth  count— 

"  to  raise  insurrections,  riots,  tomults,  uolawfal 
assemblies  and  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  to 
arm  themselves,  and  to  cause  other  subjects  of 
the  Queen  to  arm  themselves  fur  the  purpose  of 
preventing  by  force  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace." 

That  charges  them  with  conspiracy  to 
raise  insurrections  to  disturb  the  public  ' 
Tieace  and  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
laws  in  this  country ;  and  there  are  subse- 
qnent  counts  which  charge  them  with  in- 
citing others  to  pursue  the  same  course, 
each  of  the  other  counts  containing  parts 
of  the  general  count  which  I  have  stated 
to  you.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  if  a  num- 
ber of  persons  combine  together  to  effect 
an  act  criminal  in  itself,  that  that  con- 
spiracy is  an  indictable  offence.  We  arc 
not  here  to  inquire  into  that  which  is 
often  a  nice  question,  what  becomes  an  in- 
dictable conspiracy.  Intentions  to  dis- 
turb the  public  peace,  to  raise  insurrec- 
tions, and  prevent  the  due  execution  of 
the  laws,  are  criminal  and  indictable  in 
themselves,  and  a  conspiracv  to  effect 
those  purposes  is  beyond  all  doubt  an 
indictaole  offence. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  a  charge  of  conspiracy. 
The  essence  of  the  offence  lies  in  the 
parties  combining  together  and  acting  for 
a  common  purpose.  But,  although  that  is 
the  essence  of  the  offence,  it  very  seldom 
happens  upon  a  charge  of  this  kind  that 
there  is  evidence  given  of  the  parties 
being  overheard  to  combine  together  and 
to  plan  the  offence  which  if  charged,  unless 
some  one  in  the  nature  of  an  accomplice 
is  called  before  the  jury.  The  usual 
evidence  is  that  the  parties  are  shown  to 
have  pursued  a  line  of  conduct  arising 
in  the  estimation  of  the  jury  from  a 
common  intention ;  and  you  can  tell  whe- 
ther a  number  of  persons  are  pursuing 
one  common  intention  if  ^ou  find  their 
conduct  on  different  occasions  and  in  dif- 
ferent  places    all    consistent    with    that 


special  object,  all  tending  to  bring  about 
that  which  is  paid  to  be  the  common  pur- 
pose. In  this  case  the  charge  is  of  con- 
spiring, either  to  assist  those  in  Ireland 
who  were  usin^  lawless  violence,  or 
to  use  violence  in  England  for  the  pur- 
poses stated  in  this  indictment.  The 
main  facts  which  are  brought  forward 
on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  are 
speeches  upon  different  occasions  made 
by  different  prisoners  and  by  other 
persons  in  their  company,  either  to 
the  private  assembly  at  the  club  or  to 
large  assembled  multitudes.  And  when 
you  are  considering  whether  they  have 
combined  and  conspired  together  (or  this 
common  purpose,  there  can  be  no  more 
cogent  evidence  offered  than  the  declara- 
tions of  the  parties  themselves  stating 
what  their  purposes  are,  and  what  they 
are  pursuing,  or  the  wordis  of  other  parties 
in  their  presence,  which  in  the  estimation 
of  the  jury  are  assented  to  by  them  and  in 
a  manner  adopted  bv  them,  because  they 
are  {}resent  at  such  meetings,  perhaps 
speaking  upon  the  same  side,  at  all  events 
by  their  encouraging  and  certainly  not 
saying  anything  in  the  nature  of  opposi- 
tion. 

One  branch  of  the  evidence  will  be 
speeches  which  have  been  made  from  time 
to  time  either  by  themselves  or  in  their 
presence.  Another  considerable  branch 
of  the  evidence  is  the  Minute  Book  of  a 
club,  to  which  a  large  number  of  the 
present  defendants  belonged;  and  the 
entiies  of  that  society  show  what  were  the 
steps  which  they  were  taking  fn>m  time  to 
time,  and  in  a  degree  with  what  object. 
Besides  that  the  same  book  goes  to  show 
that  a  number  of  clubs  and  societies  were 
organized  apparently  in  the  same  spirit ; 
and  beyond  that,  there  is  evidence  of  arms 
having  been  provided  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  speeches  and  entries  very  much 
connect  those  arms  with  the  purposes  to 
which  the  speeches  were  directed. 

[The  learned  Jndge  proceeded  to  sum 
np  the  evidence.  The  Minute  Book  was 
evidence  against  Belamere  that  he  was  a 
member  of  the  club,  but  his  last  signature 
was  on  February  6th,  1848.  Down  to  that 
time  there  was  no  evidence  of  illegal  pur- 
pose affecting  the  Association,  no  selling 
of  arms  or  resorting  to  lawless  violence, 
and,  though  Belamere* $  name  might  have 
been  entered  in  the  book  at  a  subsequent 
period,  the  entry  of  one  of  the  co-defen- 
dants, the  declaration  of  any  of  the  co- 
conspirators, was  no  evidence  of  the  facts 
stated  in  the  declaration  against  other 

Prisoners.  Mr.  Bdwre,  however,  warned 
)elamere  at  the  end  of  May  or  beginning 
of  June  against  belonging  to  the  Associ* 
ation,  and  Belamere  said  no  did  not  know 
it  was  illegal,  and  would  not  attend  again. 
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There  was  strong  evidence  that  proposi- 
tions of  lawless  violence  were  entertained 
before  the  end  of  May,  but  Delamere 
might  only  have  attended  innocent  meet- 
ings, and  it  was  open  to  the  jury  to  give 
him  the  benefit  of  the  doubt.] 

The  jury  acqnitted  Delamere^  and  foand 
all  the  other  defendants  gniity. 

Motion  in  Arrest  of  Judgment. 

G.  F. Pollock  moved  in  arrest  of  judgment 
on  the  ground  that  a  charge  of  felony,  or 
treason,  was  joined  in  the  indictment  with 
a  charge  of  misdemeanor.  If  so,  there  has 
been  a  mistt  ial,  because  the  procedure  in 
treason  oases  has  not  been  observed. 

Starkie  in  his  Criminal  Pleading  says — 

"  Since  different  judgments  are  required,  it 
seems  that  the  joinder  of  a  count  for  felony 
with  a  count  for  misdemeanor  would  be  holden 
to  be  bad  upon  deumrrer,  or  after  a  general 
verdict  upon  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment.'* 

There  is  no  precedent  for  a  count  charg- 
ing a  conspiiacy  to  levy  war  as  a  mis- 
demeanor, an  in  the  eleventh  count  here. 
Conspiracy  to  levy  war  was  treasoii  before 
25  Udw.  3. ;  and  nnder  that  statute  it  has 
been  held  to  be  an  overt  act  of  compassing 
the  Qneen's  death.  In  the  peculiar  form 
of  thi>  Count  an  actual  levying  of  war. 
whi'h  is  one  of  the  expiess  tieasons  of 
25  Edw.  3.,  is  sufficiently  alleged. 

1  ho  words  are — 

**  That  they  did  conspire,  &c.,  with  arms  and 
offensive  weapons,  to  wit,  guns,  &c.,  to  make 
riots.  &c..  and  insurrections,  and  to  levy  war 
agamst  the  Queen." 

That  is  to  say,  being  with  arras,  they 
conspired  to  levy  war ;  that  amounts  to 
an  actual  levying  of  war.  High  tieason 
consists  in  the  intent,  but  as  Foster  says, (a) 
overt  acts  are  what  the  party  has  to 
defend  himself  against — 

**  Fr«  m  what  hath  been  said  it  followeth  that 
in  every  indictment  for  tbjs  species  of  trt  ason, 
and  indeed  for  levying  war,  or  adhering  to  the 
King's  enemies,  an  overt  act  must  be  alleged 
and  proved.  For  the  overt  act  is  the  charge  to 
which  the  prisoner  must  apply  his  defence.  But 
it  is  not  nt-cessary  that  the  vhole  deia  I  of  the 
evidence  intended  to  be  given  should  be  set 
forth.  The  common  law  never  required  this 
exactness,  nor  doth  the  statute  of  King  William 
require  it." 

Here  an  intent  to  levy  war  is  charged, 
and  supported  by  the  overt  act  of  procur- 
ing arms.  Even  if  this  be  not  so,  conspir- 
ing to  levy  war,  according  to  all  the 
authoiities.  is  an  overt  act  of  compassing 
the  Queen's  death.  They  say  Hale  doubted 
it,  but  afterward'!  saw  reason  to  change 
his  opinion,  and  jPo»^cr,  Hawkins,  and  E'i$t 
are  all  agreed  upon  the  point.     If  there  is 

(a)  Fost.  Cr.  L.  194. 
85234. 


in  substance  a  charge  of  treason  on  the 
indi(  tment,  it  is  immaterial  whether  the 
indictment  could  in  fact  support  a  con« 
viction  for  treason. 

Simon  followed.  The  first  and  second 
counts  charge  a  conspiracy  to  assist  the 
the  Irish  rebels  by  sending  arms  to  them, 
and  an  ac^^^ual  sendin!r  of  arms  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  conspiracy.  This  is  in  sub- 
stance treason  under  26  Edw,  3.  by 
adhering  to  the  King's  enemies. 

These  counts  also  charge  a  conspiracy  to 
levy  war,  or  adhering  to  the  King's  ene- 
mie-<,  and  also  a  conspiracy  to  commit 
Ijreaches  of  the  peace.  The  one  is  treason, 
the  other  felony. 

Dearsly  and  Atkinson  followed. 

Erls,  J.:  I  am  of  opinion  that  this 
objection  cannot  be  sustained.  With 
respect  to  the  rtrst  and  second  counts  of 
the  indictment  to  which  rny  attention  has 
l>een  drawn  by  Mr.  Sinmn'l  am  called  on 
to  consider  whether  these  counts  contain 
a  charge  of  a  misdemeanor  and  also  a 
charge  of  treason.  I  take  it  to  be  a  per- 
fectly well-known  rult%  with  respect  to  an 
indictment  for  conspiracy,  that  the  es-eu» 
tial  part  of  the  indictment  is  that  which 
charges  the  conspiracy  ;  that  overt  HCts  are 
by  piactice  laid,  but  that  there  is  no  law 
which  requires  them  to  be  proved ;  and 
that  every  one  of  the  overt  acts  might 
be  left  unproved,  every  one  of  the  ovei^t 
acts  might  be  omitted  from  the  indict- 
ment, and  the  indictment  would  bo  just 
as  capable  of  proof  and  just  as  good  in 
law.  I  am.  therefoie,  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  charge  of  indictable  misdemeanor 
charged  in  that  part  of  the  indictment  is 
not  vitiateti,  although  in  support  of  that 
alleged  conspiracy,  overt  acts  amonnting 
to  felony  or  to  high  treason  were  further 
alleged.  I  do  not  therefore  consider  the 
question  whether  there  is  an  overt  act  of 
thai  character  here,  because  I  say,  assum- 
ing it  were  so,  the  part  charging  ooTispi- 
racy  is  the  esHcntial  part,  and  the  other 
pi  re  may  be  left  unproved  or  may  be 
omitned  i.ltogether. 

With  respect  lo  the  eleventh  ount  of 
the  indictment,  to  which  my  attention  has 
been  drawn  by  Mr.  Polloch^  t  am  not  aware 
that  it  does  amount  to  any  charge  of  high 
treason.  'Ihe  charge  is  that  they  conspired 
to  levy  war :  there  clearly  would  not  bo  a 
levying  of  war.  But  a  conspiracy  to  levy 
war,  ending  in  a  conspiracy,  would  be  an 
indictable  misdemeanor,  speaking  with 
regard  to  the  statute  of  25  Edw.  3.,  and 
wholly  irrespective  of  the  late  statute 
U  &  12  VlcL  c.  12.  To  say  that  that 
which  might  he  a  good  overt  act  in  sup- 
port of  a  charge  ol  treason  by  compassing 
and  imagining  the  death  of  the  Queen, 
shall  be  taken,  as  a  presumption  of  law, 
necessarily  to  imply  that  species  of  high 
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by  the  Bubjects  of  this  realm  of  free  dis- 
cussion upon  political  subjects  ;  bat  it  is 
clear  that  the  charge  against  yon  is  en- 
tirely nncouneqj^ed  with  fi'ee  d  scnssion. 
Bather  the  charge  is  bronght  against  yon 
for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  free  dis- 
cussion— the  charge  being  that  yon  were 
willing  to  resort  to  measures  of  persecu- 
tion and  extreme  yiolence  against  other 
subjects  of  the  realm  Tvho  do  not  concur 
with  your  Tiews  as  to  the  political  points 
which  yon  were  insisting  on. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say  that  there  is  a 
consideiable  distinction  in  the  guilt  of 
those  who  stand  before  me.  Some  of  yon 
have  addressed  violent  langnage  to  an 
excited  maltitnde,  probably  ill-informed, 
probably  in  distressed  circum stances — yon 
yourselves  being  men  of  education,  men  of 
consideration,  men  of  comparative  comfort 
in  point  of  means,  applying  all  those  ad- 
vantages and  all  those  faculties  for  admin- 
istering the  most  pernicious  moral  poison 
to  the  nn fortunate  hearers  who  should  be 
assembled  around  yon.  It  is  said  that  in 
times  of  excitement  a  great  allowance 
should  bo  made  for  exciled  language,  but 
when  it  goes  directly  to  the  exhortation 
to  the  commission  of  such  crimes  as  I 
have  adverted  to,  persons  who  co  misuse 
that  privilege  and  misapply  their  faculties 
have  incurred  the  most  grievous  responsi- 
bility. Some  of  you  addressed  meetings 
and  some  stood  by,  at  least  one  stood  by, 
presided  and  encouraged.  You,  therefore, 
staud  all  of  you  equally  respousible  in 
thut  respect:  and  it  is  therefore  that  in 
respect  of  you,  Matlhew  Somen,  you 
B>oO€rt  Hopper,  you  Francis  0*  Donnell, 
and  you  Oeorge  Smyth,  some  of  you  speak- 
ing and  others  presiding  at  these  public 
meetings,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inflict  a 
severe  punishment.  The  sentence  upon 
each  of  you  is  that  you  be  imprisoned  in 
the  county  gaol  of  Laucapter  fur  the  space 
of  two-  years,  and  that,  at  the  expiration 
of  that  period,  you  find  sureties  for  your 
good  beufkviour  for  two  years,  yourselveii 
in  lOOL  each  and  two  sureties  in  252. 
each* 

With  respect  to  you,  Martin  Boakdl, 
the  proof  agaiust  you  was  of  continuing 
for  a  long  time  in  co<roperat  ion  with  the 
parties,  but  you  never  attended  at  any  of 
these  public  meetings.  With  respect  to 
vou.  Cuddy,  the  time  when  you  were 
brought  into  this  was  not  established 
ch  arly,  certainly  the  part  you  have  taken 
is  not  80  important  as  that  of  the  others, 
and  therefore  the  sentence  against  each 
of  you  is  that  you  be  impiisoned  in  the 
gaol  of  Kirkdale  for  the  space  of  one  year, 
ii.cj.  enter  into  your  own  recognissanccH  at 
the  end  of  that  tiujC  to  be  of  good  be- 
haviour for  the  spmce  of  one  year. 

With  respect  to  you,  O^Bi-ien,  the  sen- 


treasou,  is  a  conclusion  which  my  mind 
wholly  and  entirely  repudiates. 

It  appears  to  me  that  every  one  of  these 
counts  contains  a  charge  of  conspiring: 
that  is  a  charge  of  a  misdemeanor  which 
maybe  proceeded  against  at  law ;  and  I  may 
say  that  this  matter  has  been  very  much 
brought  under  my  attention  in  respect  of  a 
charge  of  misdemeanor  against  certain 
servants  for  conspiring  to  defraud  their 
master,  and,  in  pursuance  of  that  con- 
spiracy, robbing  their  master.  There  a 
larceny  was  alleged  as  the  overt  act,  and 
the  larceny  was  proved  in  tho  course  of  the 
trial,  and  so  the  whole  matter  was  very 
much  brought  under  consideration  at  the 
trial,  and  under  that  of  the  full  court  after- 
wardj*.{a)  The  authorities  were  fully 
searched  and  gone  into,  and  my  mind  has 
tome  to  the  clear  conclusion  that,  if  I  find 
upon  the  face  of  an  indictment  a  charge  of 
misdemeanor  at  law,  and  further  on  I  find 
a  charge  for  a  higher  ofience,  a  prisoner 
has  no  right  to  say,  I  am  guilty  of  the 
higher  offence  and  I  claim  that  it  shall  be 
considered  a  charge  of  felony  or  high 
treason.  Therefore  I  think  the  objection 
cannot  be  sustained. 

SeHT£NC£8. 

Eble,  J. :  Prisoners  at  the .  bar,  you 
Btand  convicted  of  a  crime  of  very  great 
magnitude.  The  counsel  for  some  of  you 
have  been  contending  before  me  that  the 
charge  amounted  to  the  crime  of  high 
tref^un ;  I  have  been  of  opinion  that  the 
charge  as  stated  upon  the  record  dues  not 
technically  amount  to  high  treason ;  but  I 
am  bound  to  tell  you  that  the  guilt  proved 
against  some  of  you  approximates  very 
nearly  to  the  guilt  of  trea^^on,  or  treason- 
able felony,  and  that  part  of  this  evidenoe, 
if  the  charge  had  been  different,  might 
have  made  some  of  you  stand  in  danger  of 
being  transported  for  a  long  peri(^.  I 
say  your  guilt  is  most  aggravated,  for,  if 
anyone  would  consider  the  consequences 
of  lawless  anarchy,  they  would  see  that, 
if  a  multitude  excited  to  violence  can  put 
down  the  power  of  the  law  even  for  a  few 
hours,  in  all  human  probability  crimes  of 
every  description  during  that  time  might 
become  rife ;  and  from  the  language  which 
is  established  here  the  notion  of  murder- 
ing the  peaceful  inhabitants  and  burning 
towns  of  great  wealth  and  importance  has 
been  familiar  to  the  minds  of  ^ome  of  you. 
It  is  guilt  therefore  of  very  grei^t  magni- 
tude indeed. 

It  has  been  said  that  your  crime  has 
been  connected  with  the  right  exercised 

(ff)  Heg.  V.  Button,  11  Q.B.  92'J  j  nee  Hey.  v. 
Boultvn,  12  Cox  C.C.  »7 ;  Beg.  v.  Ferguuon, 
Dearnley  C.C.  427  ;  Beg.  v.  Hegwood,  Leigh  & 
Cave  C.C.  461. 
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tence  upon  yon  shall  be  that  yon  be 
imprisoned  in  the  gftme  gaol  of  K:rkdale 
lor  the  spare  of  ^ix  months.  And  with 
respect  to  yoa,  Murphy,  considering  the 
imprisonment  yon  have  hud  for  this 
period  against  yonr  wiU,  the  sent' nee 
against  you  is  that  yon  be  irapiisoned  in 
the  name  gaol  for  the  space  of  three 
months.  I  order  that  this  sentence  be 
enti-red  upon  the  first  count  of  the  in- 
dictment, and  that  the  same  sentence  bo 
entered  upon  each  of  the  subsequent 
counts  of  the  indictment,  and  that  the 
same  period  of  imprisonment  be  applic- 
able to  each  count. 

Attorney  General:  Yoar  lordship  has  not 
mentioned  the  amount  of  sureties  in  the 
CAse  of  Cvddy  and  the  other  man  ? 

Erle,  J. :  I  mean  them  merely  to  enter 
into  their  own  recognizances.  I  do  not 
require  suret  ies. 

Attorney 'Qeneral:  Will  your  lordship 
mention  a  sum  F 

Erlk,  J. :  lOOL 

Defendant  Smyth :  My  lord,  I  am  a  man 
of  businesi^,  and  it  has  much  suffered  lu 
consequence  of  this.  I  beg  therefore  to 
know  if  I  shall  be  permitted  to  corre- 
spord  with  my  wife  on  matteru  relating  to 
business  P 

Erls,  J.:  It  is  not  a  matter  which  I 
can  giye  you  an  answer  to,  becatiBe  by  the 


statute  law  of  this  country  the  internal 
re^ulation  of  evrry  gaol  is  a  matter  which 
is  vested  in  other  authorities,  and  the 
judge  who  tries  the  caso  has  no  power 
over  it.     I  am  unoble  to  answer  it. 

Defendant  O'Brien:  I  am  sure  I  will 
not  be  able  to  stand  six  weeks  more  of 
this  lon^ier  imprisonment. 

Deariley:  His  applicaticm  is  if  your 
lordship  will  be  bo  good  ns  to  allow  him 
to  be  imprisoned  in  Lancaster. 

Ekle,  J. :  There  is  no  reason  why  that 
should  not  be  done. 

Pollock:  The  prisoners  wish  to  know 
whether  the  two  years  is  to  include  the 
period  of  their  past  imprisonment? 

EuLe,  J. :  My  opinion  is  that  the  offence 
is  one  of  extreme  magnitude ;  it  is  only  by 
the  practice  in -respect  to  misdemeanor 
tiiat  it  is  limited  to  two  years.  My  opinion 
is  that  the  guilt  of  the  offence  would 
authorize  a  much  heavier  sentence  if  the 
form  of  the  charge  had  been  ditlerent.  It 
is  not  to  include  their  previous  confine- 
ment. 

Matertals  made  use  op.— The  above 
report  is  abridged  from  the  shorthand 
notes  preserved  at  the  Tr3asury.  Tho 
indictment  is  taken  from  the  copy  with 
eounsers  brief  preserved  among  the 
Treasury  Solicitor's  papers. 
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THE  QUEEN  against  RANKIN  AND   OTHEBS, 

Trial  of  Thomas  Rankin  and  others,  for  a  Seditious  Conspiracy 
AND  Unlawful  Assembly,  at  the  Liverpool  Winter  Assizes,  before 
Alderson,  B.,  Monday,  December  18, 19,  and  20, 1848. 

iDdictment  for  a  seditious  conspiracy  and  unlawful  assembly  at  Manchester  between  ^pril  1st 
and  August,  1848.  Evidence  was  given  that  the  defendants,  who  were  Chartists,  Irish  Con- 
federates, and  unemployed,  held  large  numbern  pf  meetings  during  this  period,  and  made  seditious 
speeches  urging  the  peopl^  t^  arm  and  resist  the  Goveminent  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  six 
points  of  the  Peoples'  Charter,  and  obtsioing  the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  XJition  with  Ireland. 
Evidence  was  also  given  by  an  Informer  of  a  plot  to  set  fire  to  churches  and  other  buildings 
in  Manchester,  to  blow  up  the  gasworks,  apd  cut  off  the  water,  on  the  occasion  of  a  general 
rising;  but  this  part  of  the  case  was  withdrawn  by  the  Crown.  Verdict — Guilty  of  conspiracy 
and  unlawful  assembly. 


At  the  Lirerpool  Summer  Assizes, 
August  1848,  the  Grand  Jury  returned  a 
true  bill,  preferred  by  the  authorities  of 
Manchester,  against  forty-six  Obai'tists  for 
seditions  conspiracy  and  nnlawfol  as- 
sembly at  Manchester  between  April  1st 
and  the  holding  of  the  inquisition. 

iNDICTMBVTt 

Lancashire  )  The  jurors  for  our  Sovereign  Lady 
to  wit.  >  the  Queen  upon  their  oath  pre- 
sent. That  George  Archdeavon,  late  of  the 
parish  of  Manchester,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
labourer;  'J'hcmas  Rankhi,  late  of  the  same 
place,  labourer  [George  Joseph  Clarke,  William 
Grocott,  Edward  Clark  Cropper,  Paniel  Donovan, 
Peter  Feeney,  James  Hoyle,  J<»hn  West,  Law- 
rence Reynolds,  George  Webb,  Qieorge  White, 
James  Leach,  Peter  Murray  McDouall,(a) 
John  Nuttall,  Michael  M'Donough,  James 
Wheeler,  William  Schofield,  John  O'Hea, 
William  Chadwick,  James  Powney,  William 
Burton,  Bernard  Sebastian  Trainor,  John  Nixon, 
Thomas  Roberts,  George  Webber,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, John  Rushton,  James  Dolan,  James  FHon, 
John  Joseph  Finnegan,  Samuel  Keams,  Thomfu 
Whittaker,  Joshua  Lemon,  Henry  Williams, 
Henry  fCllis,  George  Rodgers,  Michael  Carrigan, 
Patrick  Devlin,  Joseph  Spooner,  James  Abra- 
ham Ball,  Efuest  Jones,(6)  George  Ramsden, 
James  MiUigfm,  Mark  Hulme,  and  William 
Heap]  ;  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  1st  day  of 
April  in  the  year  of  our  Ix>rd  1848,  and  on 
divers  other  dftys  and  times  between  that  day 
and  the  taking  of  this  inquibition  at  Manchester 
aforesaid,  in  the  county  afor^aid,  wisely,  ma^ 
liciously,  seditiously,  and  unlawfully  did,  to- 
gether with  divers  other  persons  to  the  jurors 
unknown,  conspire,  combme,  confederate,  and 
agree  ^gether  by  divers  illegal  and  seditious 
means  and  practices  to  raise  and  excite  discon- 
tent in  the  minds  of  divers,  to  wit,  6,<»00  of  Her 
Majesty's  liege  si^bjects,  wUh  and  agaiust  the 
laws  and  government  of  this  realm,  and  by 
divers  illegal  and  seditious  means  and  practice 

(a)  See  Reg.  v.  McDouail,  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  1127. 
(//)  See  Reg.  v.  Jones,  6  St  Tr.  N.S.  783. 


to  excite  and  persuade,  and  to  endeavour  to  in- 
cite and  persuade,  ihem  the  said  liege  suhjects  of 
Her  Majesty,  unlawfully  to  resist  and  obstruct 
the  laws  and  government  of  this  realm  and 
their  due  execation,  p^nd.  to  wit,  in  and  withm 
Her  Majesty's  dominions  to  mal^e,  excite  and 
stir  pp  divers,  to  wit,  500,  insurrection*,  riots, 
routs,  ^nd  tumultuous  and  illegal  assepihlies,  and 
to  arm  themselves,  to  wit,  with  pikes  swords, 
fire-amis,  and  other  weapons  of  offenqe  for  the 
purpose  of  more  effectually,  to  wit,  by  such 
violent  and  illegal  means  as  aforesaid,  obstruct 
log  and  resisting  the  laws  and  govemmt  nr  of  the 
realm  and  their  due  execution,  and  {Isi  overt 
act)  in  pursuance  of  their  said  conspiracy,  &c., 
on  the  Ist  day  of  April,  togeiber  with  divers,  to 
wit,  ^00  other  persons  to  the  jurors  unknown,  did 
unlawfully,  riotously,  rourounly ,  and  tuniultuously 
^S8^mblc  and  mt-et  together,  to  wit,  at  Manchester 
aforesaid,  ip  the  co^nty  i^foresaid,  and  being 
so  assembled  and  met  together  the  said  {tetting 
out  all  the  ivoifieir)  did  then  and  tlere  whilst 
the  snid  last-mentioned  persons  were  ko  as- 
nembled  an<|  met  together  as  aforesaid,  en- 
deavour to  raise  iMid  excite  discontent  in  the 
minds  of  the  said  last-mentioned  persons  with 
and  against  the  laws  and  government  of  this 
realm,  and  did  then  and  there  by  seditious, 
violent,  and  inflammatory  speeches,  discourses, 
and  addresses,  and  otherwise  unlawfully  and 
wilfully  excite  and  per>uade  the  said  last-men- 
tioned persons,  so  asnerobled  and  met  together 
as  aforesaid,  unlawfully  to  resist  and  obntruct 
the  laws  and  go\  ernment  of  this  realm  and  their 
due  execution,  and  to  make  diners  insurrections, 
riots,  routs,  and  tumultuous  and  illegal  assem- 
blies, and  to  arin  themttelves,  to  wit,  with  divers 
swords,  pikes,  fire-arms,  and  other  weapons  of 
offence  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  ob- 
atructing  and  unlawfully  resisting  the  laws  and 
government  of  this  realm  and  their  due  execu- 
tion. 

Tbe  count  laid   similar  overt  acts  on 
April  2l8t,  May  18th,  atid  Jane  11th. 

Second  Count, 
I      And   the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oath 
'  aforesaid,  do  further  present.  That  the  said  [<?// 
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the  defntdantsj,  btlr^tofore,  to  tfrit,  on  the  Idt  day 
of  April,  ia  the  ye&i  aforesaid,  at  Manchester 
aforesaid^  in  the  coanty  aforesaid,  falsely, 
maliciously,  and  onhiwfally  did  conspire,  com- 
bine j  confederate^  and  agree  together,  on- 
lawfiilly  to  resist  and  obstruct  the  laws  and 
government  of  this  realm,,  and  their  due  exe- 
cution, and  the  preservation  of  the  public 
peace,  and  to  make  divers  insurrections,  riots, 
routs,  and  tumultuous  and  illegal  assemblies, 
and  to  procure  and  arin  themselves  with  arms 
and  weapons  of  (»ffence,  for  the  purpose  of 
more  effeccually  obstructing  and  unlawfully  re- 
sisting the  law's  and  government  of  this  realm 
and  their  due  execution,  and  the  preservation  of 
the  public  peace. 

The  count  charged  as  overt  acts  that 
the  defexidants  "  unlawfully,  riotously, 
rontoosly,  and  tumnltuoasly "  assembled 
together  and  made  speeches  exciting  dis- 
content and  resistance,  &c. ;  and  that  they 
committed  ripts,  routn,  and  unlawful  as- 
semblies, and  ass«'mble<l  in  arms  and 
marched  in  military  array ;  and  that  they 
procured  arms  for  the  purpose,  ic. 

The  second  count  was  for  unlawful 
assembly,  and  charged — 

loll  the  defendanUly  unlawfully,   maliciously, 
and  seditiously  intending  to  raise  and  excite  dis- 
content in  the  minds  of  divers,  to  wit,  500  df 
Her  Majedty*s  tfubjedts  with  and  against  the 
laws  add  government  of  this  realm,  and  to  excite 
and  persuade,  and  to  endeavour  to  excite  aind 
persuade,  them  the  said  last-mentioned  subjects, 
unlawfully  to  resist  and  obstruct  the  laws  and 
government  of  this  realm  and  their  due  execu- 
tion,  and  to   make  divers  insurrections,  riots,- 
routs,  and  tumulruous  and  illegal  assemblies,  and 
to  arm  themselves  with  swords,  pikes,  fire-arms, 
and  other  weapons  of  offence,  for  the  purpose 
of  more  effectually  obstructing  and  unlawfully 
resisting    the   laws    and   government    of   this 
realm  and   their  due  execution,  heretofore,  to 
wit,  on  the  said   1st  day  of  April  in  the  year 
aforesaid,  and  on  divers  other  dd>s  and  times 
between  that  day  a:*d  the  taking  of  this  inquisi- 
tion, did  together  ^ith  drivers,  to  wit,  500  other 
persons  to    the    jurors   unknown,   unlawfully, 
riotously,  atid  tumultuously  assemble  and  meet 
together,  to  wit,  at  Manchester  aforesaid,  in  the 
<founty  aforesaid,  and  being  so  assembled  and 
met  together  as  last  aforesaid,  the  said  \aU 
the  defendantal   did  then  a^d  there,  to   wit, 
at  those  several  days  and    times  last    afore- 
said, and   whilst  the  sflid  persons  were  so  as- 
sembled  and   met  together  av  last  aforesaid, 
unlawfully    and    wilfully    endeavour    to    raise 
and  excite    discontent   in    the.  mhids  of    the 
said  last-mentioned  persons  with  and  against 
the  laws  and  government  of   this  realoi,  and 
did  then  and  diere  by  seditious,  violent,  and 
inflammatory    speeches,    discourses,    and     ad- 
dresses, and  otherwise  unlawfully  and  wilfully 
excite  and  persuade  the  said  persons,  so  a<*sem^ 
bled  and  met  together  as  last  aforesaid,  unlaw- 
fully   to    resist    and    obstruct    the  laws    and 
government  of  this  realm  and  their  due  execu 


fonts,  and  tumultuous  and  illegal  assemblies,  to 
arm  themselves,  to  wit,  with  swords,  pikes,  fire- 
arms, and  other  weapons  of  offence,  for  the 
purpose  of  more  effectually  obstructing  and 
unlawfully  resisting  the  laws  and  government  of 
this  Realm  and  their  due  execution  against  the 
p^ce,  &c. 

The  fourth  cotiut  was  about  the  same  as 
the  third,  omitting  the  word  **  insurrec- 
tions." 

The  fifth  count  charged  that  the  de- 
fendants— 

did  wilfully,  Unlawfiilly,  and  wickedly  conspire, 
confederate,  combing,  and  agree  together  to 
incite  and  move  divers  of  the  liege  subjects  of 
our  lady  the  Queen  to  commit  insurrections, 
riots,  and  tumults,  unlawful  assemblies,  and 
breaches  of  the  peaces  and  to  arm  themselves, 
the  said  last-mentioned  liege  subjects,  aod  to 
gdt  and  procure  arms  for  themselves,  the  said 
last-mentioned  liege  subjects,  for  the  purpose  of 
thereby  carrying  on  the  said  insurrections, 
riots,  tumults,  unlawful  assemblies,  and  breaches 
of  the  peace,  and  obstr doting  and  preventing  by 
force  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  this  realm, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace  in  con- 
tempt,- &c. 

The  sixth  dount  charged  that  the  de- 
fendants, dice. — 

did  unlawfully  and  wickedly  conspire,  con- 
federate, combine,  and  agree  together  to  pro- 
cure and  have  arms,  and  to  arm  themseh  es  for 
the  purpose  and  with  intent  thereby  to  carry 
on,  to  wit,  within  this  realm,  divers  insurrec- 
tions, riots,  and  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  un- 
lawfully to  resist  and  to  obstruct  by  force  the 
execution  6i'  the  laws  of  this  realm,  aod  ihe  pre- 
servation of  the  public  peace  in  contempt,  &c. 

The  seventh  count  charged  that  the 
defendants,  <&rc. — 

unlawfully  did  conspire,  combine,  confederate, 
and  agree  together  to  raise,  excite,  cause,  and 
stir  up  in  and  among  the  liege  subjects  of  our 
Lady  the  Queen  in  this  her  Uealdi  there  being, 
discontent,  hatred,  and  disafiection  with,  to- 
wards, and  against  the  laws,  government,  and 
constitution  of,  against  the  peace,  &c. 

The  eighth  count  charged  that  the  de- 
fendants, d;c.-~ 

unlawfully  did  conspire,  combine,  confederate, 
and  agree  together  to  make,  cause,  and  create, 
to  wit,  within  this  realm  divers  breaches  of  the 
peace  of  our  Lady  the  Queen,  and  divers  riots, 
routs,  tumultuous  and  unlawful  assemblies  of  Her 
Majesty's  liege  subjects  against  the  peace,  &c. 

The  ninth  count  charged  that  the  de- 
fendants, &c. — 

unlawtuUy,  riotously,  routously,  and  tumul- 
tuously did  assemble,  meet,  and  gather  to- 
gether to  disquiet  and  disturb  the  peace  of 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  and  to  resist  and  oh- 
struct  bv  force  and  arms  the  laws  and  govern-  - 
ment  of  this  realm  and  their  due  execu- 
tion and  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace, 
and  then  and  there  remained  and  continued  so 


tioir,  and  to  make  divers  insurrections,  riots,  |  iiss«imbied,  met,  and  gathered  together  as  last 
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aforesaid,  for  a  long  time,  to  wit,  two  hours, 
making  thero  a  great  noise,  tomult,  and  disturb- 
ance to  the  snvat  terror  and  disturbance  of  the 
liege  subjects  of  our  Lady  the  Queen,  then 
and  there  residing  and  being,  and  against  the 
peace,  &c. 

Thomas  Eanhin,  William  OroeoU,  Ed- 
ward Clark  Cropper,  Daniel  Donovan,  John 
West,  George  White,  James  Leach,  Michael 
M*Donoitgh,  William  Ohadwich,  and  John 
Nixon  were  arrested  on  bench  warrants, 
and  detained  or  held  to  bail  to  atand  their 
trial  at  the  Winter  Assizes^  which  now 
came  on  at  Liverpool  before  Alderson,  B., 
on  Monday,  December  18th,  1848. 

Counsel  for  the  Crown:  the  Attorney- 
General  (Sir  Jo^n  Jervis),(a)  Knowles,  Q.O., 
WeUhy,  Monk,  and  G.  F,  Pollock. 

Connsel  for  the  defence :  Eduxird  James 
for  Cliadwick  and  M'Donough,  Aikinson 
for  Grooott  and  Bankln, 

The  other  defendants  condncted  their 
owr  defence. 

Defendant  West:  I  should  wish  to  hoar 
the  indictment  read  first  before  I  plead. 

The  first  count  of  the  indictment  was 
read. 

Defendant  West :  My  lord,  as  that  con- 
tains the  Hubstance  of  the  charge  against 
me,  I  plead  not  guilty. 

Defendant  White :  I  consider  I  have  no 
right  to  be  called  on  to  plead ;  I  liave  no 
idea  what  the  char-^rs  are. 

Aldbbson,  B.  :  You  have  heard  them 
read. 

Defeni^ant  While:  I  have  no  chance  of 
defending  myself.  I  consider  it  will  be 
an  unfair  trial.  I  do  not  know  who  the 
parties  are  that  will  swear  a^rainst  me. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  There  is  no  necessity  for 
you  to  know  that.  You  have  only  to 
know  the  charge  against  you  in  order  to 
plead. 

Dtfendant  White:  Then  I  plead  not 
guilty. 

Defendant  lI'Donough :  I  scarcely  know 
now  to  answer  the  question  right,  iuas- 
muoh  as  I  have  no  counsel  or  advice. 

Alderson,  B.  :  You  know  whether  rou 
are  guilty  of  conspiring  to  break  the  laws 
of  the  country. 

Defendant  M'Donough :  I  was  not  guilty 
of  conspiracy. 

The  other  prisoners  severally  pleaded 
not  guilty. 

1  pendant  West :  I  do  not  stand  before 
your  lordship  in  a  pojition  to  have  a  fair 
trial.  Hur  Majesty's  Qovernment  has 
preferred  a  charge  against  me,  which  I 
only  know  because  they  have  preferred  it. 
I  do  not  know  who  the  patties  are  who 
are  to  come  forwai*d  to  swear  that   the 

(rt)  Afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  C.P. 


charge  is  a  true  one.  I  have  never  had  a 
copy  of  the  depositions  or  of  the  indict- 
ment. I  am  not  prepared  to  substantiate 
my  own  innocence  by  bringing  witnesses 
of  my  oWn  to  refute  what  may  be  sworn 
against  me  in  the  box. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  So  far  as  the  law  is  con* 
'  cerned,  I  do  not  think  it  is  open  to  yon  to 
have  a  copy  of  the  depositions  in  a  mis* 
demeanor. (a)  It  is  only  lately  that  it  has 
been  given  in  cases  of  felony.  That  is  no 
reasOTt  for  your  having  it. 

Defendant  White:  I  have  to  make  a 
similiur  application.  My  reasons  are.  if  we 
are  to  refer  to  precedents,  that  I  have  on 
a  former  occasion  received  a  copy  of  the 
depositions  and  a  list  of  the  witnesses. 

Attorney-General:  This  is  another  in- 
stance of  what  has  been  done  as  a  matter 
of  favour  being  turned  into  a  precedent. 
AVhen  White  was  formerly  indicted  at 
Warwick,  as  a  matter  of  favour  ho  had  a 
copy  of  the  indictment  and  depositions 
given  to  him. 

Defendant  White:  I  am  not  much  of  a 
birrister.  but  I  hare  a  case  to  refer  to. 
Rex.  V.  Pamell.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice 
granted  the  list  in  that  case  which  we  now 
apply  for. 

Alderson,  B.  :  You  cannot  have  a  list 
of  witnesses  in  a  misdemeanor.  1  never 
heard  of  Buch  a  thing.  Let  me  see  what 
the  authority  is;  I  should  like  to  know. 

Attorney 'General:  There  must  Ije  a  mis- 
take. I  cannot  help  o\erhearing  the  de- 
fendants say  they  are  tried  under  the 
satne  Act(M  as  Daniel  O'f.onnell  in  Dublin, 
and,  therefore,  they  think  they  are  en- 
titled to  the  same  advantages.  Ic  if  no 
such  thing. 

Aloebson,  B.  :  They  are  not  tried  under 
any  Act  of  Parliament.  They  are  fried 
unller  the  common  law.  I  suppose  it  is 
the  qae>'tioii  raised  upon  the  Writ  of 
Error.  There  is  not  the  least  douiit  m 
the  matter.  I  nm  of  opinion  clearly  you 
are  not  entitled  to  anything  in  a  case  of 
misdemeanor,  8uch  as  a  list  of  witnesses 
or  depOfritions.  The  law  has  not  yet  given 
it  you.  When  the  law  gives  it  t(»  persons 
in  your  position,  you  shall  have  iU 

Defendant  White:  Then  1  enter  my  pro* 
test  against  it.  I  beg  your  lordship  to 
take  a  note  of  that  objection. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  I  shall  do  no  such  thing. 

The  JU17  were  sworn. 

Defendant  White :  Previous  to  the  plead* 
ings  1  claim  the  same  privilege  as  I  had 


(a)  Bat  see  6  &  7  Will.  4.  c.  114.  s.  3,  and 
11  &  12  Vict  0.  48.  B.  17.  There  were  no 
depositions  in  this  case,  the  defendants  having 
been  arrested  on  bench  warrants,  after  the 
indictment  had  been  found  by  the  grand  jury. 

(6)  60  Geo.  3.  &  i  Geo.  4.  e.  4. 
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when  I  was  lasfc  accnsed  at  Warwiok,  and 
to  be  allowed  the  u^e  of  that  t.ible. 

Ahiy^Bnos,  fi. :  You  may  ooxne  and  sit 
at  that  table  if  yon  please. 

Defendtjnt  White :  My  lord,  I  only  wish 
to  make  the  necessary  notes  in  order  to 
defend  myself. 

Alderson,  B.  :  You  may  all  be  in  the 
same  position  if  yoa  please  at  the  table, 
those  persons  who  are  not  defended  by 
oounsel. 

Several  of  the  defendants  took  their 
seats  at  the  table. 

Polltck  opened  the  indictment. 

Opeking  Speech  tor  the  Crowbi 
AUorney-OenercU :  May  it  please  yonr 
lordships.  Gendemen  of  the  jury.  I  am 
extremely  sorry  that  the  course  which 
some  of  these  defendants  have  thoai^ht 
proper  to  take  upon  this  occasion  bos 
compelled  me  to  open  to  you  a  case  of  a 
very  serious  description.  Thd  law  having 
been  vindicated  by  the  previous  proceed- 
ing8,(a)  and  entertaining  an  anxious  desire 
as  I  do  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  as 
far  as  possible  to  bury  in  forgetfulness 
everything  which  had  occurred,  in  the 
hope  that  we  should  live  in  qaiet  for  the 
future,  I  thould  have  been  more  pleased 
if  the  defendants,  by  their  subniission  to 
the  charge,  had  shown  that  they  were 
aware  that  thev  had  been  gailty  of  illegal 
acts,  and  had  thrown  themselves  upon  the 
indulgence  of  the  Court  and  the  mercy 
of  the  Crown.  But  as  they  are  determined 
here  to  appear,  as  they  have  a  full  right  to 
do,  and  I  presume  by  that  appearance  in 
person  to  vintiicate  their  couauct,  it  be- 
comes my  duty  lo  explain  to  you  the  nature 
of  the  charge  which  id  made  against  these 
defendants,  and  the  alarming  character  of 
that  charge  if  it  be  proved  to  yonr  satis*" 
faction^ 

It  will  be  my  duty  to  produce  before 
you  some  witnesses  or  a  witne>8  not  of 
the  purest  character,  because  *we  cannot 
expect,  of  course,  to  dive  into  the  minds 
oi  men,  to  fathom  theit  intentions 
wholly  from  their  acts ;  and  when  we 
are  presenting  to  your  notice  a  charge 
which  lesults  from  the  intention  of  the 
parties,  we  can  only  get  at  a  clear 
exposition  of  that  intention,  and  a  clear 
statement  of  what  has  passed  in  conceit 
between  them,  by  producing  one  who  has 
been  equally  guilty  as  themselves.  And, 
if  the  witness  to  whom  i  allude  be  be- 
lieved«  as  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  yon 
will  place  credit  upon  his  testimony,  he 
then  will  disclose  in  this  case  a  system  of 
organiEaiion  with  an  object  so  formidable 
that,  if  thof-e  who  were  the  objects  of  it 
had  been  awlure  of  it,  when  they  were  pass- 

(a)    See   Beg.   r.    Constantinc  and  otherM, 


ing  their  time  quietly  in  their  bcd^,  sur- 
rounded by  their  property,  it  would  have 
struck  terror  into  the  minds  of  all  the  well- 
disposed  people  in  this  neighbourhood. 

{The  charge  will  also  be  supported  by 
evidence  from  pure  and  unsuspected 
sources.] 

The  indictment  charges  the  defendants 
in  general,  in  several  coilnts,  with  a  con- 
spiracy to  create  disatfection  to  the 
Government,  to  excite  an  insurrection,  to 
procure  arms  to  assist  a  rising  in  Ireland, 
and  it  contains  several  counts  for  an  un- 
lawful assembly,  the  latter  charges  being 
in  substance  identical  with  the  former, 
though  stripped  of  the  technicalities  of 
proof,  because  my  lord  will  tell  you  that 
all  persons  who  iii  lar^  bodies  address 
inflammatory  and  seditious  language  to 
persons  So  assembled,  them^telves  create  the 
illegality  of  the  assembly.  The  charge  in 
substance  is  that  they  have  been  guilty  of 
a  general  conspiracy  to  create  insurrec- 
tion and  disaffection^  to  assist  the  Irish, 
being  in  an  unlawful  assembly. 

You  are  quite  aWare  that,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  it  a  conspiracy,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  prove  that  persons  had  by 
previous  concert  and  agreement  and 
arrangement  settled  the  act  which  is 
charged  against  them,  or  bad  entered  into 
a  conspiracy  or  agreement  to  do  that 
which  18  now  complained  of.  Therefore, 
if  you  find  them  acting  together  in  a 
common  purpose,  addressing  speeches  to 
theiir  aadience  which  can  have  but  one 
object,  if  you  find  meetings  held  as  they 
were  in  this  case  by  an  adjournment  from 
day  to  day,  and  the  whole  or  most  of  the 
defendants  attending  from  time  to  time, 
and  the  speeches  directed  to  one  common 
object,  you  will  be  of  opinion  that  they 
are  combining  together  for  a  common 
purpose.  All,  therefore,  that  I  shall  have 
to  do  will  be,  having  given  general 
evidence  of  combining  and  explained  their 
object,  to  read  the  speeches  delivered  by 
and  in  the  presence  of  these  different 
defendants  from  day  to  day  during  the 
period  when  Manchester,  Liverpool,  and 
the  neighbourhood  were  in  a  state  of 
frightful  alarm  and  consterniitiou.  They 
may  well  have  been  alarmed,  if  it  be  cor- 
rect, as  will  be  depu.^ed  to  you,  that  one 
of  the  main  objects  of  this  organization 
was  to  hire  vacant  cellars  in  various  parts 
of  Manchester,  to  fill  those  cellars  with 
gunpowder  oonnetited  with  trains,  and 
aesperatu  persons  were  selected  as  the 
instruments  of  these  designing  men  to 
carry  that  object  into  execution,  and  thus 
paralyze  the  Uovernment,  and,  as  they 
thought,  obtain  their  object  by  force. 

Now,  that  that  was  the  general  nature  of 
the  combination,  if  the  witnesses  are  be- 
lieved, no  one  can  doubt.    Meetings  had 
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boeii  going  on  for  a  considerable  periol, 
but  they  l^cam?  frequent  in  the  month  of 
April  in  the  present  year.  At  that  time 
you  know  the  country  natumlly  was  in  a 
state  of  great  excitement.  Shortly  before 
the  French  Revoluii<»n  had  broken  out;  a 
number  of  pesrons,  wild  with  their  theory 
of  spcialism,  had  supposed  that  by  the 
division  of  property  the  lower  classes 
would  be  benefited,  forgetting  that,  at  the 
very  instant  after  the  property  had  been 
divided,  the  same  thrift  would  produce  an 
inequality  in  wealth  by  making  some  rich, 
and  the  same  heedless  extravagance  and 
intemperance  reduce  others  to  beggary. 
But  such  was  the  general  notion,  and  in 
April  the  meetings  to  which  I  have 
alluded  began.  They  had  not  opened  long 
before  the  authorities  became  alarmed, 
and  directed  pei*8ons  to  bo  sent  to 
watch,  and  I  shnll  oiU  befo'e  you  in- 
telligent men  who  attended  those  meet- 
ings for  the  purpose  of  taking  reports 
and  reporting  the  transaciion-*  to  Go- 
vernment. And  1  am  here  relieved  from 
a  difficulty  which  might  occur  upon  a 
charge  of  sedition,  for  on  8  charge  of  this 
description,  it  is  not  necessary  to  prove 
the  precise  words  uded  but  only  the 
general  outline  and  tenor. 

The  earliest  meeting  to  which  T  shall 
allude  took  place  upon  the  3rd  of  April. 
There  were  present  the  defendants  Nixon 
and  Chadtoiclc,  Nixon  spoke  and  moved 
the  first  resolution.  He  said  he  saw  no 
resource  but  to  fight  for  their  liberty  and 
put  down  these  tyrannical  governors,  for 
the  time  was  come  when  tliey  must  stop 
speaking,  but  must  work,  and  must  be  pre- 
pared to  put  down  the  Laugtiing  Govern- 
ment. That  alludes,  I  believe,  to  what 
was  incorrectly  represented  as  being  a 
sneer  thrown  upon  their  pa>ty  by  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
who  had  said  that  the  lower  classes  did 
not  ask  (or  reform. 

The  following  day,  April  4th,  they  held 
another  meeting.  Maukin  expressed  him- 
self highly  honoured  in  moving  the  ret<olu- 
tion,  which  was  for  the  return  of  Frost. 
Williams,  and  Jones^  **  which  ou^ht  never 
to  have  been  abnished,  had  they  had  such 
a  Government  as  their  present  Convention 
was;  but  the  time  was  close  at  hand 
that  they  would  have  no  need  to 
petition,  for  this  dajr  week  would  give 
them  the  Charter;  if  not,  they  must 
fight  for  it.  He  hoped  they  would 
make  them  grin  for  their  safety  and  fiee 
to  France,  along  with  he  knowed  who.*' 
Cropper,  who  made  violent  speeches  on 
several  ocoasionj<,  followed,  and  t=aid  **  tbe\ 
must  be  prepared  for  the  great  strngi^le, 
and  to  fight  manfully  for  their  libertv— he 
had  no  doubt  but  what  they  would  be 
warned  before  this  day  week— that  thcv 


must  hold  their  meetings  and  collect 
all  the  physical  force  they  could.  If  the 
soMiers  were  to  come,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  people  would  fight  like  men,  not 
as  boys ;  for  RuMell  and  his  colleagues 
would  otily  use  them  worse  if  they  did  not 
reign  the  visitors.  It  was  hijfh  time  to 
upset  them  and  their  tyrants  at  home,  who 
were  receiving  their  600Z.  a  year  for  walk- 
ing about  with  their  hands  in  their  pockets. 
Would  they  fight  P  were  they  prepared 
with  ammunition  P  (Cries  of  '*  Yes.")  Did 
they  mean  to  fight  P  *  *  ('  *  Yes,  we  are  ready 
now,"  responded  the  crowd.) 

[There  were  meetings  on  April  6th  and 
6th,  at  the  latter  of  which  5,000  people 
were  present.  Rankin  presided  at  the 
first  and  Grocoti  at  the  second,  and  letters 
were  read  from  Donovan  and  Leo'-h.  who 
represented  Manchester  at  the  National 
Convention  in  Lond>«n.  They  wrote  **  they 
would  have  a  glorious  procession  on  the 
1  *th,('i)  and  hoped  to  have  the  pleasure 
of  bringing  back  with  them  the  People's 
uharter;  and,  if  not,  they  called  upon 
the  people  to  stand  firm,  and  the  Con- 
vention wished  to  know  whether  the 
people  W(m  d  agree,  if  the  Chrirter  was 
not  got,  to  choose  three  or  four  thousand 
delegates  and  to  present  it  to  the  Queen 
before  they  oHered  to  take  it." 

On  the  7th  there  Wds  another  meeting 
of  600,  at  which  R-'xnkin  was  present. 
O'Hea  read  a  letter  from  Donovan,  in 
which  the  Convention  wanted  three  or 
four  hundred  delegates  to  prepare  a 
memorial  to  the  Qneen  to  grant  the 
t  barter,  and  if  she  would  not  grant  it, 
not  to  strike,  but  to  wait  the  decision  of 
the  Convention.  (Cries  of  '*  No,  we  will 
have  it  on  Tuesday,  or  never  I  '*) 

Other  meetins^s  followed,  at  one  of 
which,  on  April  8th,  Trainer  said  the  time 
was  come  for  them  to  put  down  the 
Government,  and  as  for  ihe  Prime  Minis- 
ter, he  was  an  infamous  and  bloidthirsty 
Ttllain,  aii<f  he  wished  to  know  from  the 
people  whether  they  were  prepared  to 
do  it,  for  he  was  armed  and  he  did  not 
care  who  knew  it.  He  should  like  to 
know  whether  there  were  any  there 
who  had  guns ;  they  must  hold  up  their 
right  hands.  vHands  were  held  up.)  Now 
those  who  had  pikes.  (50  or  60  persons 
held  lip  their  bauds.)  Would  they  use 
them  P  (Cries  of**  Yes  "  and  **  Willingly.") 
He  heard  them  talking  about  their  sol- 
diers, but  it  would  take  all  the  soldiers 
they  had  to  quell  Ireland,  for  in  '98  it 
took  178.000  soldiei-s  for  that  purpose, 
and  then  England  must  be  up  and  doing, 
for  they  had  sworn  to  assist  them.  He 
called  upon  them  t<»  be  firm  and  deter- 
mined to  have  their  rights. 

(a)  See  Ann.  Beg.  1848,  125. 
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Upon  the  folio  win  jj^  day,  April  9  th,  a 
meeting  was  held  in  Stevenson  Square; 
there  were  about  500  pei  sons  present.  Let 
me  read  what  Murphy  says.  He  thought  it 
was  time  to  be  up  and  doing,  time  to  strike 
the  ratal  blow,  f«>r  the  last  bit  of  liberty 
was  about  to  be  taken  from  them,  and 
would  they  let  it  be  so  P  (Cries  of  **  No,") 
for  it  was  high  time  that  the  present 
Ouvernmcnt  was  out  of  office,  and  he  for 
one  Khould  be  happy  to  be  their  leader, 
and  draw  his  sword  to  upset  "the  Queen 
aud  all  her  subjects.  He  did  not  care  if 
the  magistrates  were  there,  he  would  tell 
them  the  same,  for  he  would  take  the  j 
first  cut  at  Her  Majesty  if  she  was  before 
him.  Mv/rphy  did  not  wish  to  hold  the 
chairman  responaible  for  his  aotn,  for  he 
would  speak  out  his  mind,  and  he  would 
not  r<-st  content  until  they  had  got  the 
Repeal  of  the  Union  fur  Ireland  and  the 
Charter  for  England.  He  did  not  care 
for  tre.  I  son  and  imprisonment,  for  he  for 
one  should  be  happy  to  strike  the  first 
blow  if  they  would  follow  him.  He  would 
speak  his  mind  more  freely  if  allowed,  but 
the  chairman  was  fiightened.  Chadwick 
thought  the  time  was  come  when  they 
ought  to  strike  for  their  liberty  and  be 
prepared  to  obtain  it ;  if  they  were  not,  he 
did  not  approve  of  molesting  the  Qaeen  as 
his  friend  Muiphtf  told  them,  but  it  was 
such  tyrants  as  Kenn4ifiy  and  a  few  other 
cotton  employers  tnat  they  must  mark 
out.  Mutphy^  the  Irishman,  seeking 
Repeal,  was  anxious  to  hare  the  first 
cut  at  the  Queen.  Chadwick  the  defen- 
dant, objected  to  that,  but  he  wanted  to 
mark  out  K*tnnedy  and  the  cotton  lords 
for  the  attack.  That  was  his  object.  He 
did  not  blame  the  Queen,  but  those 
tyrants^  the  cotton  merchant  and  the 
landowners ;  but  he  hoped  they  would 
remain  peaceable  until  their  Convention 
were  come  to  a  decision,  and  then  he 
hoped  that  every  man  W'»uld  do  his  dnty 
to  obtain  their  rights.  If  that  be  true, 
nobody  can  doubt  as  to  Mn  Chadwick, 
what  his  notion  is.  No  One  can  doubt 
that  he  was  present  at  an  unlawful  assem- 
bly. His  object  was  to  at  tick  the  land- 
owners, I  presume,  fjilowing  the  doc- 
trines of  his  friends  in  Ireland,  who 
thought  they  would  reap  the  harvest 
others  Lad  sown.  His  object  was  to 
attack  the  cotton  lords  and  merchants. 
He  was  not  against  the  Queen ;  he  wihhed 
to  bring  ruin  and  desolation  nearer  home. 
He  forgot  (when  he  was  driving  capital 
from  employment  in  the  neighbourhood), 
that  be  was  aggravating  the  distress, 
which  was  the  principal  reason  by  which 
he  was  enabled  thus  to  play  upon  the 
paa<«ion8  of  this  audience  and  those  imme- 
diately around  him. 

At  a  meeting  on  the  21st,  Good  Friday 


in  dmithfieM  Market^  BoberU  was  in  the 
chair.  Rankin,  M'JJonoagh,  and  many 
others  were  ptesent.  Bankin,  said  they 
must  fall  or  die  in  the  struggle;  the 
base  Government  had  dared  them  to  come 
to  the  test,  and  he  hoped  no  man  in  that 
meeting  would  shrink  from  his  duty  and 
not  say,  **  To  arms,  to  arms,  my  b<»ys,  for 
wo  must  either  be  slaves  or  free.  He 
knew  it  would  be  the  latter,  if  they  would 
only  stand  firm,  for  they  bud  nothing  to 
fear,  if  they  only  had  a  bold  front,  and  he 
would  promise  them  he  would  be  in  the 
front  rank.  In  conclusion,  he  hoped  they 
would  all  be  prepared  before  then,  and 
assist^  yea,  even  if  they  died  in  the 
field. 

Nuttall  said  he  would  never  sign  a 
petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  again. 
If  he  did,  it  should  be  with  a  loi  g  steel 
pen,  that  would  imprint  a  red  mark,  and 
he  called  upon  them  as  Engli>hmen  and 
Ii-ishmen  to  be  ready  for  the  glorioun  wa". 
It  wa»  at  this  meeting  MUchd  and  Smith 
(f  Br  ten  were  elected  delegates  to  represent 
Manchester. 

Upon  the  2dth  a  meeting  was  called  at 
Carpenters*  Hall.  There  were  present 
5,000  persons,  Lecf-h,  amongst  others, 
and  Doheny  from  Ireland,  who  was  on 
a  special  mission  to  England  to  incite 
the  people.  The  so'-called  •*  Gagging 
Bill  (a)  had  now  passed,  and  for  a  time 
they  were  more  cautious ;  but  on  May  18th 
a  large  meeting  was  held  at  ;5teveiison*s 
S(]uare,  Cropper  in  the  ch.iir,  at  which 
resolutions  congratulating  Meaght  and 
Smith  0*Brien  on  the  result  of  their  trials 
were  passed. (6) 

HoyUi  of  Sal  ford,  says  they  must  arm 
themselves  a>{ainst  the  base  and  bloody 
Whigs,  and  West  says,  he  did  not  care  for 
Sir  O^-orge  Grey's  lagging  Bill  and  the 
other,  that  he  was  deter n  ined  to  speak 
treason  in  npite  of  the  base,  bloody,  and 
damnable  Government.  He  then  called 
!ipon  the  meeting  as  Irishmen  and  En- 
glishmen to  unite  themselves  in  a  body 
and  be  ready  at  a  minute's  notice.  He 
advised  them  to  get  arms,  and  he  would  go 
farther  than  that,  he  would  tell  them  what 
sort  of  arms,  that  was  guns  and  pistols,  bo 
that  they  c.  uld  shoot  anyone  that  came  in 
their  way,  either  friend  or  foe;  then  they 
would  be  able  to  upset  the  aristocrats. 
He  then  alluded  at  great  length  to  the 
conviction  of  MUehel,(c)  and  called  upon 
them  to  use  the  same  language,  for  he  did 
then,  and  would  do  it  again — that  was,  that 
they  must  reap  the  harvest  of  Ireland  in 
the  different  lanes,  fields,  and  streets,  and 
not  desist  until  they  had  got  the  Bepeal, 

(ci)  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12. 
{h)  See  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  571. 
(c)  76.,  699. 
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but  fij?ht  for  it  with  pitchforks,  nntil  the 
blood  ran  down  the  difl'erent  places.  He 
then  called  upon  tbein  to  follow  Mitchells 
example. 

There  was  another  meetitig  npoh  the 
2l8t  at  the  People's  Institute.  Grocott  in 
the  chair;  West,  Donovan,  and  Dr.  Reynolds 
were  present  and  spoke. 

On  May  26th  there  was  a  meeting. 
Ttainor  was  in  the  chair.  Trainer  called 
upon  them  to  procure  themselves  arms  and 
use  them,  for  the  time  had  amved  ^hen 
thej  ought  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst,  and 
to  stand  by  the  Irish  to  a  man,  until  death 
had  put  a  stop  to  them  ;  for  they  mi^ht  be 
sure  they  would  not  ^et  the  Charter  and 
Repeal  until  they  obtained  it  by  physical 
force.  Archdeacon  said  the  sooner  they 
were  prepared  with  arms  the  better ;  for 
he  was  sure  they  would  not  obtain  the 
Bepeal  without  phyHical  force,  and  he 
hoped  and  trtlsted  they  would  be  ready 
for  war,  as  soou  as  Ireland  had  stritck  the 
blow,  and  that  Would  be  before  many 
hours,  if  not  at  the  present  momenta 
He  thon  went  on  to  say  that,  if  they  wore 
united,  the  base  and  bloody  Government 
would  not  stand  in  their  places  one  hour, 
and  the  Queen  would  tramp  also  along 
with  Lord  John  Russell,  Chadwick  likewise 
spoke ;  ho  told  them  to  procure  arms  ;  he 
hoped  for  God*8  sake  they  would  fight  like 
men  when  the  time  arrived,  and  it  would 
arrive  not  only  inKngland,  butir  Ireland, 
if  they  imprisoned  Mitehel ;  and  therefore 
he  hoped  they  Would  procure  arms  to  de- 
fend themselves,  and  to  obtain  their  rights 
from  the  base  aristocrats*  In  conclunion  he 
begged  them  to  be  ready  at  a  minute's 
notice,  whenever  the  word  **To  arms" 
was  given,  and  fight  like  men,  and  die 
by  the  edge  of  the  sword  sooner  than 
yield  to  the  base  and  brutal  Whigs.  I^ixan 
and  other  people  followed. 

These  meetings,  you  see,  go  on  from  day 
to  day ;  the  same  people  are  present,  incit- 
ing and  stiiTing  up  by  their  violence  the 
pHSsionsof  the  people  who  knew  no  better. 
Hundreds,  and  uprm  some  occasions  thou- 
sands, are  present  atthediHerent  meetings, 
not  Fcrup4ng  at  what  they  say,  making  as- 
sertions without  the  slightest  foundation, 
misleading  the  people,  ahsuring  them,  as 
has  aluiays  been  the  object  of  these  people, 
that  the  soldiery  are  ill-dispoced  towards 
the  Government,  that  the  soldiery  cannot 
be  relied  on,  that  they  are  the  friends  of  the 
people,  and  doing  everything  they  can  to 
encuutage  the  spirit  they  are  endelivour- 
ing  thus  to  set  up. 

upon  the  27ih  a  meeting  was  held  in 
Stevenson  Square,  at  which  about  1,500 
persons  were  present.  Roberts  was  in  the 
chair.  Donovan,  Cropper,  Rankin,  and 
others  were  present.  Archdeacon  said : 
'*  Let  the  base  and  brutal  Government 


send  Mitehel  across  the  sea ;  he  hoped  and 
trusted  for  God  s  sake  that  they  would 
arm  and  try  their  strength  for  once ;  for 
he,  for  one,  was  determined  to  test  them 
and  see  whether  they  would  fulfil  the  vow 
they  made  upon  Oldham  Edge,  and  if 
they  were,  England  and  Ireland  would 
soon  be  free.  He  hoped  on  Wednesday 
next  they  Would  try  what  the  aristocrats* 
strength  was  in  this  town,  as  well  aa  all 
England  and  Ireland.  They  would  have 
a  large  monster  meeting  on  that  day,  and 
thoy  should  then  see  whether  the  people 
of  Manchester  were  true  or  not ;  and  they 
must  come  prepared  with  arms  for  the 
great  Work  which  he  was  sure  they  would 
do,  to  release  MitckeL  He  should  attend 
on  Monday  night  in  the  Square  to  tell 
them  the  news  of  Ireland,  but  perhafis 
they  wodld  know  it  before  then.  He  whs 
glad  to  tell  them  he  had  just  received  a 
note  from  the  Staly bridge  Chartists  that 
they  were  ready,  at  a  minute's  notice,  to 
fight  or  die  in  the  struggle.  And  Brad- 
ford also  was  an  examp  e  to  the  men  of 
Manchester."  You  will  rememlier  what 
happened  at  Bradford.  There  was  a  con- 
flict, blood  flowed,  the  people  rose  and 
resisted  the  authorities,  and  this  roan 
Archdeacon,  in  the  presence  of  several  of 
the  defendants,  holds  out  Bradford,  and 
the  men  of  Bradford,  as  an  example  to  be 
followed  by  the  men  of  Manchester,  and 
says  upon  the  dint  of  May  they  would 
have  a  monster  meeting  In  comrlu^ion 
he  hoped  they  would  attend  on  Tuesday 
in  tens  of  thousands,  and  then  he  would 
defy  the  base  and  bloody  Government  to 
oppose  them  ;  if  they  would  attend  and 
fignt  to  a  single  man  victory  was  theirs. 
Donovan  and  Cropper  also  spoke. 

On  the  4th  of  Jane  there  was  a  meeting, 
at  which  Grocott  was  in  the  chair.  Wh*fe, 
one  of  the  defendants,  came  as  a  delegate 
ftom  Bradford.  Leach,  Button,  and  other 
persons  were  present.  Nobody  can  doubt 
that  though  White  was  not  present  on  all 
these  occasions,  if  it  be  true,  as  he  says, 
that  he  came  as  a  delegate  from  a  distant 
part 

Defendant  White :  1  did  not. 

Attorney 'General  i  If  there  was  a  gene- 
ral organization,  as  I  contend  there  was, 
throughout  the  country,  and  a  common 
conspiracy  to  obtain  the  object  stated  in 
this  ir>dictment,  then  he  and  the  others 
are  alike  guilty.  What  does  he  say  P  He 
called  upon  them  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  Chartists  of  Bradford  in  forming 
their  diflVsrent  clubs  and  sections,  and 
the  plan  of  organization.  They  had  in 
each  part  of  the  town  their  difi*eront  places 
of  meeting,  and  soon  twenty  or  thirty 
members  of  the  Chartist  body  were  formed 
in  clubs  and  a  captain  over  them,  and  this 
captain  drilled  or  instructed  them  in  the 
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nee  of  a  pike  in  a  room  in  the  same 
neighboarnood.  And  if  they  were  wanted 
to  come  out  for  anything,  they  sent  from 
the  headqaan^ra  a  depuration  to  the  diffe- 
rent captainS)  and  the  captains  would 
then  call  the  different  sections  together. 
He  then  stated  that  this  was  what  he  had 
come  to  Manchester  to  address  tliem  upon, 
to  insist  upon  them  doing  the  name  things. 
He  said,  he  adviKcd  them  to  procure  arms, 
and  then  to  try  the  power  of  the  aristo* 
crats  and  the  damnable  villains  that  ruled 
this  town.  He  then  stated  that  he  had 
got  both  a  pike  and  a  gun  ;  and  he  hoped 
and  trusted  that  every  man  there  would 
get  the  same  and  form  themselves  into  a 
National  G-uard ;  and  then  it  would  be  the 
time  to  npset  the  base  and  villainous 
rascals  that  called  tbemselves  the  ruling 
power;  that  he  hoped  ere  long  to  see 
them  crushed  like  dogs  under  their  feet, 
and  before  many  days  had  passed,  too. 
He  then  commented,  at.  considerable 
length,  npon  the  proceedings  of  Monday 
last  in  Bradford,  and  how  they  had  got 
the  town  in  their  own  hands  if  other 
towns  had  been  as  well  prepared  to  act  as 
they  had  been.  lie  then,  in  conclcsion, 
begged  them  to  procure  arms  for  them- 
selves, so  that  they  would  crash  the  hell- 
born  brats  to  the  earth  and  put  others  in 
their  places. 

There  was  a  meeting  again  on  the  6th. 
Upon  the  11th  of  June  there  was  another 
meeting  at  Blackstone  Edge,  at  which 
Cropper,  Donovan,  White,  who  was  a 
delegate  from  Bradford,  and  Webber,  who 
came  from  Haliiax,  were  present*  At 
that>  meeting  the  people  took  the  advice 
of  those  who  had  advised  them  to  arm, 
and  came  armed.  They  fired  shots  and 
chased  a  policeman,  who  escaped  with  his 
life,  and  they  marched  in  procession  in 
military  array.  Tne  thing  was  ripe ;  they 
had  been  advising  the  people  to  arm ; 
they  held  a  meeting  wh?ch  showed  their 
doctrines  were  successful. 

On  July  3rd  there  was  another  meet- 
ing at  Carpenters*  Hall,  at  which  Chad- 
wick  WHH  present,  and  spcke.  On  the  5th 
there  was  one  in  Warren  Street.  On  the 
10th  there  was  another  meeting,  and  I 
believe  that  is  the  last.  There  was  one, 
I  think,  on  the  18th  of  August.  In  the 
meantime  the  object  of  these  parties  had 
manifesily  been  to  arm  and  organize  the 
people,  and  if  the  testimony  of  the  wit- 
ness whom  I  shall  call  before  you  be  well 
founded,  to  set  Hre  to  the  magasines  and 
warehouses  of  Liverpool,  and  destroy  an 
incalculable  amount  of  property  and  life. 

They  were  as  good  as  their  word.  It 
was  settled  that  upon  the  3l8t  of  May  a 
monster  meeting  should  take  place.  The 
authorities  countermanded  it ;  they  issued 
proclamations  with  the  authority  of  Go- 


vernment throughout  the  whole  district. 
W ere  the  people  well  affected  P  Were  they 
well  disposed  ?  Did  they  obey  the  timely 
warning  of  tho^e  who  could  have  no 
motive  but  to  promote  their  interest  P 
They  set  them  at  defiance.  They  held 
the  meeting,  headed  by  two  of  these  de- 
fendants themselves*  Armed  with  piker*, 
they  marched  in  military  aiTay  through 
Manchester  out  of  the  town,  and  insisted 
npon  going  on  until  they  were  met  by 
a  corresponding  assembly  coming  from 
Mossley.  This  meeting  did  produce  the 
greatest  alarm.  Conld  that  be  tolerated  P 
Was  it  not  the  bounden  duty  of  the  autho- 
rities to  take  proceedings  P 

An  indictment  was  preferred  at  the  last 
assizes  against  these  parties  without  pre- 
vious inquiry,  without  depositions,  fi>r 
there  were  none;  bat  an  inquiry  was 
instituted  upon  the  spur  of  the  moment, 
and  these  men  are  now  here  to  stand  their 
trial  complaining  that  they  have  no  de- 
positions, and  that  they  are  not  aware  of 
the  nature  of  the  charge. 

Defendant  White:  Hear,  hear. 

Attorney- General  t  And  when  I  am  stat- 
ing the  fact  of  the  alarm  which  was 
created,  a  person  coming  as  a  delegate 
from  other  places,  coming  with  no  object 
whatever,  not  himself  suffering  as  many 
were,  with  no  reason  upon  earth  to  play 
upon  the  passions  of  his  deluded  victims, 
has  the  insolence  to  shuut  *'  hear,  hear/* 

Ai.i)£B80i9,  B. :  If  he  does  so  again  I 
shall  commit  him  at  once. 

Defendant  White :  I  wish  to  apologize  to 
yonr  lordship  for  it. 

Aldekson,  B.  :  I  pass  it  over. 

Defendant  White :  It  was  merely  in  re- 
ference to  an  indictment  being  found 
againnt  us  without  depositions. 

Attorney- General:  Do  not  let  there  be 
any  mistake,  gentlemen.  I  am  glad  the 
defei.dant  has  apologized.  Do  not  let 
him  fancy,  however,  that  there  is  any 
giirvance  in  this  ii.dictment  being  pre- 
ferred  for  a  misdemeanor  without  deposi- 
tions. It  is  the  constant  and  uniform 
practice,  and  there  is  no  rcasim  in  this 
case  why  there  should  be  a  departure 
from  the  ordinary  conrse ;  but  if  thei  o 
were  a  ground  for  it,  it  would  be  fuund  in 
the  terror  being  great  and  the  danger 
immediate.  Proceedings  were  required 
to  be  taken  ins>antly  upon  the  first  occa- 
sion to  stop  the  further  progress  of  the 
meeting.  It  was  at  the  instant  that  the 
authorities  could  act  they  preferred  the 
indictment  which  is  now  the  subject  of 
this  discussion,  and  the  parties  who  at* 
tended  upon  the  Bench  were  prepared  for 
what  naturally  followed  the  finding  of  ati 
indictment  of  this  description. 

If  you  shall  be  of  opinion,  in  the  result, 
that  the  evidence  I  ofier  to  you  from  one 
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who  is  no  donbt  dn  accomplice  is  correct, 
there  will  be  no  doubt  but  there  was  a 
dani^erdus  conspiracy,  and  that  all  these 
parties  were  actively  engaged  in  that 
which  was  most  dangerous.  Bat  even 
without  his  eridence,  if  you  think  thit 
all  those  persons  have  attended  those 
meetings  with  one  common  purpose,  at- 
tending by  adjournment  from  time  to 
time,  ai!d  that  they  were  endeavouring  to 
incite  the  people  of  this  country  and  of 
Ireland  to  rebellion— if  that  be  their  gene- 
ral object,  they  are  acting  in  a  common 
purpose,  and  you  will  be  of  opinion  that 
they  were  agreeing  together,  that  thev 
were  conspirators  for  the  parpose  charged, 
and  yon  will,  btyond  doubt,  be  of  opinion 
that  the  meetings  at  which  they  were 
present  were  clearly  unlawful  assemblies, 
and  Upon  that  charge  they  will  also  be 
convicted. 

Evidence  for  the  Crown. 
Eichdrd  Beswick — Examined  by  Welshy, 

Chief  Superintendent  of  Police  at  Man- 
chester. During  the  months  of  March  and 
April  last  sevei*al  public  meetings  were 
held  of  Chartists  in  Manchester,  attended 
by  many  persona. 

Were  tno  meetings  of  a  nature  cal- 
culated to  create  alarm  P — Considerable 
at  that  time»  in  consequence  of  which  the 
miliiary  were  stationed  in  temporary  bar- 
racks in  different  parts  of  the  town.  At 
the  meeting  held  in  Stevenson  Square 
upon  Sunday  9th  of  April  I  was  prescuti 
by  the  direction  oi  tne  Mnjor  and  the 
authorities  of  the  town.  Many  thousands 
of  persons  were  there.  There  were  two 
hustings*  I  saw  Michael  M'Donough, 
Edward  Clark  Cropper,  and  Thomob 
Rfinkin,  I  beard  all  those  parties  speak 
to  the  meeting.  Their  speechf^s  were  all 
violent.  I  heard  Edward  Clark  Cropper 
advise  the  people  to  arm.  The  Mayor  of 
Salford  was  at  that  nuieting  on  hor>eback. 
The  Mayor  and  magistrates  of  Manchester 
were  at  the  Town  Hall  at  the  time,  and 
continued  there  so  long  as  the  meeting 
was  held.  I  saw  a  considerable  number 
of  persons  follow  the  Mayor  of  Salford; 
they  called  out  he  was  a  Government 
spy.  Other  meetings  were  held  almost 
every  day  down  to  the  3l8t  of  May.  Bills 
were  poHted  about  the  town  announcing  a 
public  mc^eting  for  that  day  in  Stevenson 
Square.  A  proclamation  was  issued  by 
the  authorities  prohibiting  that  meeting 
being  held.  A  very  large  number  of 
special  constables  were  s^ofn  in.  Upon 
the  morning  of  that  day  a  deputation  of 
mrsons  came  to  the  Mayor.  Cropper  and 
I)onovan  came  to  my  office  at  the  Town 
Hall.  I  introduced  them  to  the  Mayor. 
They  wished  to  have  permission  to  come 
into  the  town  to  hold  their  meetings,  so 


they  told  me.  It  was  refused  on  the  part 
of  the  authorities.  In  consequence  of  in- 
formation received,  I  went  the  same  day  to 
Newton  Heath  toll  bar,  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  borough,  going  towards  Oldham. 
I  observed  a  large  number  of  personn  going 
towards  Oldham.  I  saw  one  man  with  a 
sword  in  his  hand  which  he  brandished 
over  his  head.  Understanding  the  pro- 
cesKion  wta  close  to  me,  1  came  back  to 
the  toll  bar,  where  the  police  were  sta- 
tioned. Superintendent  Leary  was  there 
with  about  80  or  90  men.  I  ordered  the 
toll  bar  to  be  closed,  and  I  formed  the 
men  across  the  road  upon  the  Oldham  side 
of  it.  About  ten  minutes  to  twelve  Cntpper 
and  Donovar^  came  to  the  toll  bar  to  me 
from  Manchester.  Donooan  said  the  pro- 
ccHsiOn  must  pass  to  Manchester.  I  said 
that  the  Mayor  and  magistrates  had  pro- 
hiidted  that  meeting  being  held,  and, 
whatever  the  result  was,  they  should  not 
pass.  He  said,  **  You  had  better  recon- 
sider what  you  are  saying,  or  bloodshed 
may  be  the  result."  At  that  tim^  the 
procession  came  in  sight  from  Oldham. 
They  appeared  to  me  to  be  formed  ten 
deep,  ana  carried  a  large  black  banner  in 
front  of  them.  When  they  arrived  within 
a  few  huqdr'Hi  yards  of  the  toll  bar, 
l)o9wvan  ard  Cropper  left  me,  saying  they 
would  see  if  they  could  stop  it ;  and  bl>out 
the  time  it  would  take  them  to  arrive  at 
the  procession  it  was  halted.  Presently 
after  that  another  body  of  mien  arrived 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  toll  bar,  from 
500  to  l,OoO  men,  from  Manchester.  I 
saw  a  large  number  of  pikes  held  up,  and 
there  was  a  gun  with  a  bayonet  at  the  end 
of  it.  We  refused  to  allow  tho^e  that  had 
arms  to  go  through.  We  permitted  those 
that  had  no  arms  to  go  through,  and  in 
passing  through  we  apprehended  several 
that  had  arms.  For  a  con>iderabte  dis- 
tance, both  up  and  down  the  street,  the 
people  shut  their  shutters  and  locked  their 
doors,  and  left  their  houses.  The  shops 
also  in  the  neighbourhood  were  closed. 
The  Sti|)endiary  Magistrate  came  out  along 
with  his  staflF.  The  Mayor  and  severid  of 
the  justices  also  came  out,  and,  that  same 
night,  thousands  of  persons  congregated  at 
New  Cross,  and  paving  stones  were  taken 
from  the  street  and  thrown  at  us,  and 
they  tried  to  make  barricades  there.  New 
Ctossisatthe  top  of  Oldham  Street.  I 
was  struck  twice  upon  the  ankle  and  very 
severely  hurt. 

I  recollect  a  meeting  on  the  2«^th  of 
July  near  the  workhouSe.  Two  or  three 
thousand  people  were  there.  I  saw  Mr. 
Leach  there.  There  was  no  previous  in- 
timation given.  There  was  a  square 
formed  in^  the  centre  of  the  people,  and 
I  observed  three  men  march  one  after 
the  other  for  a  distance  of  about  twenty  or 
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thirty  yards,  I  saw  three  people  walk  in 
military  array.  They  walked  op  to  whore 
the  [>eople  were,  and  then  the  people 
threw  their  capa  in  the  air  »nd  cried  out 
hurrah. 

JJid  you  hear  any  cry  ahoat  any  divi- 
sion P — I  saw  three  men  in  this  way  march 
down,  and  J  heaid  them  call  oat,  *•  Salford 
division,  fall  in." 

What  followed  P— The  parties  imme- 
diately put  themselves  in  military  form, 
and  formed  themselves  ahout  four  deep, 
and  the  people  marched  off  ihe  ground. 

The  whole  of  the  meetmgP — I  saw  the 
Sal  lord  division  march  off,  and  went  to 
communicate  with  the  authorities.  When 
I  recnrned  in  twenty  viinutes  all  was  clear. 

I  know  a  place  called  W}iittaker*s  Tern- 
peranci  Hotel,  at  which  meetings  of  the 
Confederates  have  been  held.  Upon  the 
]  5th  of  August  I  went  there  with  the  Chief 
Constable  and  a  larg^  body  of  police.  I 
t«K>k  White  there.  He  gave  the  name  of 
George  RoherUt  and  said  he  came  from 
Jiitkirord.  X  found  these  papers  in  his 
pocket.     (Prodwi ing  aofne  jpapers.) 

Cross-examined  by  AtHnson, 

You  know,  1  think,  something  of  Gro- 
co«f— Yes. 

Is  he  a  man  of  general  good  character 
for  peaceable  conduct? — L  never  heard 
anything  particular  against  him. 

Bave  you  ever  heard  anything  against 
him  P — 1  know  some  time  ago  th«re  wan  a 
blowing  up  in  Sheffield,  and  he  was  with 
them  when  the  pai'ties  weie  i^pprehendcd. 

Has  there  been  any  charge  against  him 
for  that  particular  maiter? — Il^lieve  noD. 

Has  not  he  betn  opp<  sed  to  violence  at 
these  meetings  P — I  believe  he  exerted 
himself  about  the  13th  of  August  to  pre- 
vent an^  rioting  takl^g  place. 

I  believe  that  the  working  popnlation 
of  Manchester  have  a  taste  for  political 
inquiries,  they  arc  famous  for  it  P — I  think 
the  Chartibts  are. 

I  believe  those  who  belonged  %o  the 
Arti-Com  Law  League  were  very  numer- 
ous P — I  am  not  awaie  that  they  huld  any 
outdoor  meetings ;  their  meetings  are  in- 
doors, and  1  never  see  them. 

Cross-examined  by  Defendant  Donovan, 

How  often  were  the  deputation  at  the 
Town  Hall  before  you  said  the  Mayor 
would  not  let  us  liave  the  meeting  (on 
Hay  31st)  P — I  never  saw  you  at  any  time 
except  the  one  I  speak  of. 

Do  you  think  it  would  be  about  seven  P 
— I  do  not  think  it  would  be  so  early  as 
that. 

Do  you  recollect  that  we  had  come  out 
and  sat  in  your  office  again,  and  then  that 
we  were  sent  for  by  the  magistrates  ? — I 
have  stated  that, 


Do  you  recollect  that  at  half-past^  ten 
we  came  to  your  office  again  P — No. 

You. are  aware  that  the  magistrates  told 
us  to  come  a  second  time  P — No, 

Are  you  aware  of  what  the  magistrates 
instructed  me  with  regard  to  that  meet- 
ing?— No,  you  told  me  afterwards  that 
they  would  not  allow  you  to  hold  the 
meeting. 

Are  you  aware  that  T  told  you  that  we 
should  stop  the  meeting  P — No. 

Are  you  (juite  sure  tnat  me  and  Cropper 
were  together  afterwards  at  the  toll  bar  P 
— Yes,  that  was  my  impression,  you  came 
to  me  togethf  r. 

You  say  I  asked  yoii  to  allow  those 
people  to  pass  through,  or  else  the  con- 
sequence might  be  bloodshed? — Yes. 

You  speak  of  a  meeting  ontApriL,9th. 
Did  the  Mayor  and  authorities  of  Man- 
chester give  leave  to  hold  that  meeting  f 
— X  was  told  that  it  was  »o. 

Crosd-examined  by  Defendant  Cropper, 

Upon  the  19th  of  April  I  was  imme- 
diately oppo-ite  where  you  were  address- 
ing the  people. 

Can  YOU  tell  me  in  what  part  of  my 
speech  I  advised  people  to  arm  P— No,  but 
1  recollect  your  dqiuf^  so. 

Did  you  hear  what  the  purpose  of  my 
advising  the  people  to  arm  was? — No,  I 
was  only  listening  to  a  short  portion  of 
your  stoiy. 

John  Coohson — Ezamiped  by  Knowles, 

One  of  the  Manchester  police.  Spok^ 
to  a  meeting  on  April  3ra  at  Stevenson 
Square,  l^ixon  came  forward  to  move  tLe 
hrst  resolution,  which  was  to  thank  the 
Mavor  at.d  E.  Maude,  Esq.,  for  the  kind 
and  cordial  manner  in  which  the  deputation 
was  received  by  them.  He  wished  to  tell 
the  meeting  what  the  Mayor*s  answers 
were,  thfbt  they  would  relieve  them,  if  they 
would  go  and  pick  oakuni  or  break  stones ; 
but  that  they  were  too  independent,  and 
he  saw  no  r^  source  but  to  fight  for  their 
liberty  and  put  down  the  tyrannical  Go- 
vernment, for  the  time  was  coming;  they 
must  not  stop  speaking,  but  mnst  work, 
and  were  they  prepared  —if  not,  they  must 
be  before  they  slept— to  put  down  the 
Laughing  Grovernment?  and  if  they  throwed 
ouo  the  Petition,  they  must  be  ready  to 
kick  them  out  and  to  make  them  tramp 
like  !fOuU  Philippe, 

There  was  another  meeting  on  April 
4th  in  Stevenson  Square.  Thomas 
J^ankiu  moved  a  resolution  for  '  the 
return  of  frost,  Williama,  and  Jones, 
who  ought  never  to  have  been  ban- 
ished,  hai  they  had  such  a  Government 
as  their  present  Convention  was,  close  at 
hand ;  that  they  would  have  no  need  to 
petition,   for  this  day  week  would  givQ 
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them  the  Charter  ;  if  not,  they  must  fight 
for  it  manrnlly.  They  mast  not  give  a 
prick  and  flee,  but  must  stand  to  a  man 
for  liberty.  Tboy  were  determined  to  have 
it  and  upset  the  hard-hearted  tyrants; 
he  hoped  they  would  make  them  grin  for 
their  safety  and  flee  to  France,  along  with 
he  know'd  who.  Cropper  said  that  he 
wished  the  meeting  to  be  prepared  for  the 
great  straggle  and  to  light  manfully  for 
their  liberty  ;  he  had  no  doubt  but  what 
they  would  be  wanted  before  this  day 
week  ;  and  those  people  most  be  prepared 
that  were  not,  for  they  must  hold  their 
meetings  and  collect  all  the  ))hy6ical 
force  they  could ;  for  that  Scjaare  had  a 
pleasing  aspect  now ;  if  soldiers  were  to 
come,  he  had  no  doubt  they  (the  people) 
Would  fight  like  men,  not  as  boys;  for 
Riusell  and  his  ooUeagaes  would  only  use 
them  woi-fie  if  they  did  not  reign  the 
victors ;  for  it  was  high  time  to  upset  them 
and  their  tyrants  at  home,  aa  were  receiv- 
ing their  600i.  a  year  for  walking  about 
with  their  hands  in  their  pockets.  Were 
they  prepared  with  ammunition  P  (Cries 
of  **  Yes.'*)  And  did  they  mean  to  fight  P 
(Cries  of  **  Yes— rea<ly  now.'*)  In  conclu- 
sion, he  hoped  they  would  go  away 
peaceably  until  their  Convention  had  sat, 
and  see  the  result  of  it. 

Ou  April  5th,  at  a  meeting  at  the 
People's  Institute,  Bankin  said  their 
friend  Mr.  Groeott  was  gone  to  seek  some 
news,  and  until  his  return  he  would 
address  them.  He  would  advise  them  to 
prepare  for  the  worst,  and  to  stand  firm, 
for  the  Convention  were  determined  not 
to  leave  the  House  of  Commons  without 
the  Charterer  the  Republic;  and  they 
would  have  to  defend  them  against  any 
attacks.  He  had  heard  to-day  that  two 
carts  had  been  engaged  the  whole  of  the  I 
day  in  carting  bullets  for  the  military,  but 
they  would  not  want  them.  The  people 
must  serve  them  the  Fame  as  Bussia,  take 
5,000  of  them  prisoners  in  the  night.  But 
at  all  events  they  must  be  prepared  fr 
death  or  liberty.  They  must  never  mind 
being  slain,  for  he  would  be  their  leader, 
and  ne  should  mark  every  man  that  did 
not  stand  to  his  post  for  another  day.  In 
conclusion,  he  should  call  upon  Mr. 
Orocott 

Groeott  said  he  had  very  little  news  to 
tell  them ;  he  had  just  received  a  letter 
from  London  from  Mr.  Leach,  and  they 
had  had  a  meeting  of  all  the  trades  in  the 
town,  and  they  had  come  to  the  unanimous 
decision  to  support  the  People's  Charter, 
and  the  special  constables  would  go  with 
them  also.  He  then  told  them  not  to  be 
afraid  of  having  pikes  and  gun?  in  their 
possession.  O'Hea  said  be  would  prepare 
a  resolution,  as  to  whether  a  meeting 
should  be  held  at  tiie  time  the  Petition 


was  presented,  and  to  continue  that  meet- 
ing until  the  decision  was  known,  whether 
the  Charter  was  granted,  and  to  know 
whether  they  must  have  a  Republic. or 
not.  He  hoped  that  every  man  in  that 
place  would  come  prepared  for  war. 

The  Witness  also  spoke  to  another 
meeting  of  500  persons  at  the  People's 
Institute  on  April  6th.  GrocoU  said  he 
should  open  the  meeting  by  reading 
letters  from  Leich  and  Donovan  which 
were  of  little  importance,  only  they  should 
have  a  glorious  procession,  and  h^^ped  to 
h'vve  the  pleasure  of  bringing  with  them 
the  People's  Charter.  If  not,  they  called 
upon  the  people  to  stand  firm,  and  the 
Convcnticm  wished  to  kniw  whether  they 
would  agree,  if  the  Charter  was  not  got, 
to  have  three  or  four  thousand  delegates 
chosen,  and  to  present  themselves  before 
the  Queen.  John  O'Hea  said  he  should 
advise  them  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst, 
and  be  determinea  to  do  their  duty  like 
men,  and  those  that  were  prepared  he 
hoped  the}'  would  die  like  men,  nat  as 
slaves ;  for  they  had  better  die  by  sword 
than  by  famine.  He  had  great  pleasure 
in  telling  them  that  there  were  five 
different  meetings  in  town  of  the  specials, 
who  thought  with  the  people  anu  would 
act  with  them. 

There  was  a  meeting  upon  the  8th  in 
Stevenson  Square,  where  there  were 
about  500  persons. 

John  Nixon  said ;  **  Men  of  Manchester, 
will  you  thus  have  the  last  bit  of  liberty 
taken  from  you  and  trampled  under  foot 
by  those  tyrannical  governors  the  magis- 
trates? (Cries  of  **  No,  we  will  fight  for  it.") 
Then  they  must  come  prepared,  come 
armed,  for  he  did  not  car©  for  the  ro- 
p>orters  being  there.  He  would  tell  the 
Queen  and  all  her  subjects  that  he,  Nixon, 
was  a  rebel  and  a  traitor  to  both.  They 
might  take  that  to  the  magistrates  if  they 
chose,  and  tell  Lord  John  Russell  that  he 
was  nothing  but  a  robber  and  thiefs  son. 

On  the  9th  of  April  at  Houghton  Green 
there  were  about  10,000  persons.  WM 
said  he  came  forward  to'  move  a  resolu- 
tion to  support  their  Convention.  •*  The 
day  was  nigh  at  hand  when  high  and  low, 
rich  and  poor,  would  be  glad  to  say  they 
were  Chartists  or  Republicans,  and  their 
Laughing  Government  would  have  to  langli 
at  the  other  side  of  their  mouths,  or,  like 
Louis  Philippe,  have  to  tramp  to  save  their 
heads.  Were  they  prepared  P  (Cries  of 
• '  Yes.")  Then  he  hoped  they  would  fight 
like  soldiers  and  not  as  cowards,  for  they 
were  determined  to  have  their  liberty 
(either  by  physical  force  if  moral  force 
would  not  do)  or  die  in  the  field,  for  it  was 
better  to  die  by  the  sword  than  by  famine." 
Nixon  was  there.  Groeott  was  in  the  chair. 
Mr.   Trainor  said:    "As  for  the  Prin;o 
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Minister  that  was  called,  he  was  an  infa- 
mous and  bloodthirsty  villain,  and  ho 
wished  to  know  from  tlae  people  whether 
they  were  prepared  to  do  it,  for  ho  was 
armed,  and  he  did  not  care  who  knew  it. 
He  shonld  like  to  know  whether  there  was 
any  there  who  had  gnns,  they  must  hold  up 
their  ri^ht  hands."  (About  twelve  hands 
were  held  up.)  Now,  those  that  had  pikes. 
(There  were  about  60  or  60  held  up.)  And 
would  they  use  themP  ("Yes,  and  wil- 
lingly.'*) He  heard  them  talking  about 
their  soldiers,  but  it  would  take  all  the 
soldiers  they  had  to  qnell  Ireland,  for  in 
'9^  it  took  178,000 ;  and  then  Enjrland 
must  be  up  and  doing,  for  they  had  sworn 
to  assist  them,  and  he  called  upon  them,  in 
conclusion,  to  be  firm  and  determined  to 
have  their  rights,  and  the  spies  might  tell 
the  authorities  that,  for  he  knew  there 
were  some." 

I  attended  a  meeting  in  the  evening  of 
April  lOlh  at  Stevenson  Square  ;  about 
*tOO  people  were  there.  After  Ball  had 
spoken,  Mr.  Murphy  said,  "  he  was  quite 
tired  of  their  present  agitation,  for  he 
thought  it  was  time  to  be  up  and  doing, 
and  he  thought  it  was  time  to  strike  the 
fatal  blow,  for  the  last  bit  of  liberty  was 
about  to  be  taken  from  them,  and  would 
they  let  it  be  so?  (Oies  of*  No  ")  for  it  was 
hign  time  that  the  present  Government 
was  out  of  office ;  and  he  for  one  should  be 
happy  to  be  their  leader  and  draw  his 
sword  to  upset  the  Queen  and  all  her  sub- 
jects. He  did  not  care  if  the  magistrates 
were  there,  he  would  tell  them  the  same, 
for  he  would  take  the  first  cue  of  her  titb- 
jesty  if  she  was  before  him.  He  did  not 
wish  to  hold  the  chairman  Responsible  for 
his  acts,  for  he  would  speak  out  his  mind, 
and  he  woiild  not  rest  content  until  they 
had  got  the  Eepei^l  of  the  Union  for  Ire- 
land and  the  Charter  for  England  He 
did  not  care  for  treason  or  imprisonment, 
for  he  for  one  should  be  happy  to  strike 
the  first  blow,  if  they  would  follow  him. 
He  would  speak  his  mind  more  freely  if 
allowed,  but  the  chairman  was  present.'' 

Chadvnch  then  addressed  the  meetirg. 
"  He  thought  the  time  was  come  when  they 
ought  to  strike  for  their  liberty,  and  be 
prepared  to  obtain  it.  If  they  were  pot, 
he  did  not  approve  of  molesting  the  Queen, 
as  his  friend  Murphy  had  told  them,  but 
it  was  such  tyrants  as  Kennedy  and  a  few 
other  cotton  employers  as  they  must  mark 
out,  for  he  did  not  blame  the  Queen,  but 
those  tyrants,  the  cotton  merchants  and 
the  landowners.  But  he  hoped  that  they 
would  remain  peaceable  until  their  Con- 
vention were  come  to  a  decision,  and  then 
he  hoped  that  every  man  would  do  his  duty 
to  obtain  their  rights.  In  conclusion,  he 
wished  them  a  good  night,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  attend  on  Wednesday  night. 


and  he  should  be  glad  to  give  them  every 
informatioti  how  their  Convention  were 
coming  on  if  they  would  a' tend." 

On  the  15th  of  April  there  was  a  meeting 
at  Stevenson  Square.  Chadwick  was  in 
the  chair.  He  said  he  was  very  glad  to  see 
so  good  a  muster  together,  as  the  weather 
was  so  unfavourable,  but  he  must  tell 
them  they  would  have  to  endure  more 
hardships  than  a  few  drops  of  rain,  for  if 
they  were  frightened  at  that,  what  would 
they  be  when  the  cannon's  mouth  was 
placed  before  them ;  for  he  could  tell  them 
that  thev  never  would  be  free  men  until 
they  had  a  sword  hung  by  their  side,  and 
he  advised  all  men  that  had  not  one  to  sell 
all  he  had  to  possess  himi^elf  of  one. 

Three  or  four  hundred  persons  were  pre- 
sent at  ihe  meeting  on  Sunday.  April  the 
16th ;  it  coubis  ted  chiefly  of  boy  6  from  twelve 
to  eighteen  years  of  age.  Chadwick  was  in 
the  chair.  He  said,  **  it  was  time  to  be  do< 
ing,  not  to  be  talking,  and  he  hoped  that 
every  man  of  them  were  ready  to  take  their 
rights  as  freemen  from  the  bloody  and 
base  Government,  for,  if  they  did  not  soon 
stir,  the  Irish  would  be  before  them  ;  it 
was  of  no  use  talking  about  the  blue  coats 
or  red  coats,  for  he  believed  that  they 
were  the  best  friends  thev  had,  and  they 
had  no  need  of  being  frightened  of  them, 
for  they  only  wanted  them  to  start,  and 
they  would  soon  help  them  when  they 
QCIght  to  strike ;  and  those  that  were  not 
prepared  ought  to  get  pikes,  guns,  or 
swords  to  help  themselves  to  liberty.  He 
did  not  care  what  he  said  now,  for  he 
knew  he  was  a  marked  individual,  and  as 
soon  as  Sir  George  Grey's  Gagging  Bill 
ci^mo  in  force,  he  should  be  taken  ;  but  he 
hoped  the  people  would  not  let  them  pass 
it,  for  they  ought  to  upset  them  before 
that,  and  put  such  men  as  the  Convention 
were  in  office,  for  he  considered  our  pre- 
sent Government  as  nothing  but  rogues, 
bastards,  and  pickpockets,  and  the  sooner 
they  were  out  of  office  the  better,  and  he 
hoped  those  who  were  not  armed  would 
get  arms." 

On  the  19th  of  April  the  meeting  was  at 
the  People's  Institute.  Grocott  was  in  the 
chair.  Bankin  said, "  he  attended  a  meet- 
ing of  shopkeepers  last  night  in  Jersey 
Street,  at  which  they  (the  shopkeepers) 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  to  support  the 
people*s  Charter,  and  nothing  less.  He 
called  upon  the  people  to  go  forward,  and 
they  had  every  prospect  of  obtaining  the 
Charter,  for  he  could  assure  them  that 
Chartism  never  showed  such  a  front  be- 
fore ;  as  for  success,  they  were  sure  of  it 
if  they  would  only  stand  firm,  for  the 
Governmenc  were  frightened  of  the  army 
in  Ireland ;  and  as  for  the  polii^e,  they  were 
sure  to  go  with  the  people,  if  they  (the 
people)  would  only  strike,  for  he  knew 
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from  mary  that  they  were  only  policemen 
on  account  of  having  no  other  employ- 
ment, that  they  had  nothing  to  fear,  for 
he,  for  one,  saw  nothing  but  buccesa  before 
them,  and  why  should  they  stopP  *  On- 
ward, and  we  conquer,*  ought  to  be  the 
word  of  every  true  Englishman,  and  let 
him  that  did  not  int-end  to  fight  for  his 
freedom  shut  himself  up  and  die  a  slave." 
Chadwick  stated  that  it  was  high  time  to 
be  up  and  doing,  for  it  was  no  use  of 
holding  meetings  and  talking,  for  the  time 
was  at  hand  when  they  all  ought  to  put 
their  shoulders  to  the  wheel.  He  would 
never  rest  until  they  had  got  their  rights, 
and  if  they  were  in  the  same  mind  as  him, 
they  would  have  the  Charter  in  three 
days;  for  they  might  have  it  in  three 
hours  if  they  would  only  unite  themi^elveH. 
Why  not  strike  the  blow  and  upset  the 
tyrantH  to-night  P  (on  which  the  chairman 
called  him  to  order).  Be  then  stated  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  do  away  with  the 
Queen,  but  that  she  might  live  the  name 
an  any  other  being,  and  do  without  so 
many  lords  in  waiting,  &c. 

On  April  21st,  Good  Friday,  there  was 
a  met'ting  in  Smithfield  Maiket.  Ranhin 
seconded  the  resolution.  He  said  "  he 
hoped  that  every  man  who  was  not  a 
Chartist  and  determined  to  have  liberty 
would  not  hold  up  his  hand.  lie  called 
upon  them,  in  the  name  of  God.  to  sup- 
port the  Convention,  and,  whatever  was 
the  result  come  to  in  London,  they  \aould 
stand  by  ;  but  they  knew  what  that  meant 
(meiining  they  must  fight  or  die  in  the 
struggle) ;  the  base  Government  had  dared 
th^m  to  come  to  the  test,  and  ho  hoped 
that  no  man  in  that  meeting  would  shrink 
fi  om  his  duty,  and  not  say,  *  To  arms,  to 
arms,  njy  boys,  for  we  must  either  be 
slavep  or  free  '  and  he  knew  it  would  be 
the  latter  if  they  were  only  resolved  to 
stand  firm ;  for  they  had  nothing  to  fear 
if  they  only  had  a  bold  front.  In  c<»nclu- 
sion,  he  hoped  they  would  all  be  prepared 
before  then  and  assist,  yea,  even  if  they 
died  in  the  field,  for  to  go  back  now  would 
be  madness,  when  he  knew  they  would 
conquer,"  Nuttall  moved  that  Smith 
0*J3n'en,  M.P.,  nbould  be  a  delegate  to  the 
NationHl  Assembly.  He  said  that  he,  for 
one.  would  nevor  sisfn  another  petition  to 
that  House  ;  if  he  did,  it  should  be  with  a 
long  steel  pen  that  would  imprint  a  red 
mark ;  and  he  called  upon  them  as  Eng- 
lishmen and  Irishmen  to  be  ready  for  the 
gloiions  war  that  they  must  have  before  t 
they  attained  the  Charter;  he,  for  one,  ' 
would  pledge  himself  U)  fight  or  die  for 
liberty,  and  he  could  answer  tor  the  others  ' 
in  the  cart.  The  defendant  M  Donouyh  was  \ 
there.  He  moved  that  the  other  dele-r  i 
gates  should  be  Leach  and  Donovan,  of 
the  present  Convention.     He  called  upon 


them  to  be  ready  to  fight  the  great  battle 
if  required,  and  he  hoped  and  trusted  they 
would  do  their  duty.  Cropper  moved  a 
memorial  to  Her  Majesty,  praying  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  l^ase  and  tyrannical  Go- 
vernment, and  he  stated,  if  it  was  not 
gi  anted,  he  hoped  they  would  be  prepared 
to  take  it,  and  that  every  man  wonld  be 
ready,  pen  in  hand,  to  defend  themselves 
from  that  whiggish  and  abominable  Go- 
vernment. It  was  high  time  to  awake 
from  sleeping  and  be  doing,  for  he  was 

3uite  tirea  of  speaking  there,  and  if  they 
id  not  come  out  and  do  something  next 
Week,  he,  for  one,  would  never  own 
Chartism  again.  Three  or  four  hundred 
people  were  there. 

Upon  the  22nd  of  April  there  was  an- 
other meeting.  Chadwick  was  in  the 
chair.  He  said,  '*  it  would  be  the  la>tt  meet- 
ing they  should  have,  for  the  time  was 
come  for  them  to  be  up  and  doing ;  he 
was  quite  tired  of  speaking,  and  he  wanted 
to  be  doing;  but  they  must  not  wait  for 
their  leaders  to  strike  the  blow,  for  th -y 
murtt  be  as  good  patriots,  and  meet  in 
their  houses  and  talk  to  « ach  other  upon 
the  strength  of  their  force;  and,  as  soon 
as  they  had  c,»u."<ulted  each  other  would  be 
the  time  lor  them  to  use  physical  force ; 
and  he  hoped  that  every  man  of  them 
would  be  ready  by  Monday.  He  then 
stated  that  all  they  (the  people)  had  to  do 
was  to  send  the  soldiers  word  they  were 
ready,  and  they  would  soon  have  a  war. 
He  then  urged  them  to  fight  like  men  and 
not  be  slaves  any  longer."  Nixon  said  he 
was  tired  of  talking  and  he  wanted  to  be 
d'ting,  for  he  >^a3  prepared  for  any  emer* 
gency. 

On  the  26th  of  April  there  was  a  meet- 
ing. Mr.  Doheny  was  introduced,  and 
apologised  for  the  non-attendance  of  Mr. 
Mitchel.  He  then  commented  upcm  the 
Government's  base  conduct  towards  Ire- 
land, and  he  knew  that  ere  long  they 
would  have  Kepeal  in  Ireland.  I'he  de- 
fendant James  Leach  was  present.  He 
gfive  an  account  of  his  travels  in  Ireland 
and  Slated  the  people  of  that  country  Here 
true  to  the  English,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  be  the  same.  (Cries  of  **  Yes,"  and 
**  Ready.")  He  then  commented  upon  the 
great  distressthat  was  now  prevailinv;  there. 

There  was  a  meeting  on  Sunday  the 
80th  at  the  People*s  Institute,  Mr.  Grocott 
in  the  chair.  Leach  and  Cropp*>r  spoke. 
Cropper  addressed  them  at  considerable 
length  Uf)On  the  results  that  would  arise 
from  the  Charter,  and  called  upon  them 
to  support  the  National  Asaemldy  m  what- 
ever resolution  they  would  come  to.  He 
then  stited  that  it  was  no  use  of  him  ad- 
vising them  to  arm,  for  the  Gagi^ing  Bill 
was  now  in  force,  and  it  made  them 
cautious  what  they  said ;  but  he  hoped  they 
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woald  be  prepared,  if  anything  shoald 
ooonr,  to  nave  resort  to  physical  force. 
He  then  called  upon  them  to  abstain  from 
freqaenting  the  pablio-houses,  and  get  to 
some  news  clab,  where  they  could  get 
some  information  and  enlighten  their 
minds. 

There  was  another  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day, May  3rd,  Mr.  Qroeoti  in  the  chair. 
He  commented  at  considerable  length  up- 
on the  meeting  of  Monday  last  at  the  Com 
Bixchange,  and  stated  that  he  hoped  and 
trusted  that  they — the  Chartist  body — 
would  not  flinch  one  step  back  from  the 
six  points,  and  if  Mr.  Brooks  and  his  party 
wanted  only  two,  lot  them  agitate  for  it, 
bat  if  they  only  held  meetings  by  ticket 
and  private,  he  would  propose  that  they 
— the  Chartist  body — would  not  interfere 
with  them ;  but  if  they  came  out  to  call 
public  meetings  he  hoped  and  trusted  that 
the  Chartists  would  oppose  them  in  every 
movement,  and  have  only  the  six  points. 
He  called  upon  them  to  abide  entirely  by 
the  decision  of  their  National  Assembly, 
and  he  was  sure  that,  if  they  did  so,  they 
would  be  able  to  obtain  the  Charter. 

On  Thursday,  the  18th  of  May,  there  was 
a  meeting  at  Stevenson  Square.  Cropper 
was  in  the  chair.  ArchdMCon  incved  a 
resolution  of  sympathy  with  John  MUchel, 
We$t,  of  Macclesfield,  then  came  forward, 
and  said  he  had  two  points  to  dwell  upon 
— ^first,  that  he  did  not  care  a  flint  for  Sir 
Ooorge  Orey's  Gk^ging  Bill,  and  the  other 
that  he  was  determined  to  speak  treason 
in  spite  of  the  base,  bloody,  and  damnable 
Government.  He  then  called  upon  the 
meeting  as  Irishmen  and  Englishmen  to  j 
unite  themselves  in  a  body  and  be  ready  i 
at  a  minute's  notice.  He  advised  them  to 
get  arms,  and  said,  "  he  would  go  further 
than  that,  he  would  tell  them  what  sort  of 
arms,  that  was  guns  and  pistols,  so  that 
they  could  shoot  any  one  that  came  in  their 
way,  either  friend  or  foe ;  then  they  would 
be  able  to  upset  the  aristocrats."  He  then 
alluded  at  great  length  to  the  commit- 
ment of  MiSshelt  and  went  through  the 
difierent  charges  in  the  indictment,  and 
he  called  upon  them  to  use  the  same  lan- 
guage which  he  did  then,  that  was,  "  that 
they  must  reap  the  harvest  of  Ireland 
in  the  different  lanes,  fields,  and  streets, 
and  not  desist  until  they  had  got  the 
Bepeal,  but  fight  for  it  with  their  pitch- 
forks, until  the  blood  ran  down  the  different 
S laces."  '  He  called  upon  them  to  follow 
fiteheVe  example,  and  they  would  soon 
see  whore  Lord  John  Biusell  would  be. 
"  He  would  be  doing  penance  in  some  mad- 
house, if  he  did  not  lose  the  last  drop  of 
blood,  as  he  stated  in  the  House  of 
Commons." 

On  Sunday,  the  21st  of  May,  there  was 
another  meeting  at  the  People's  Institute, 
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Mr.  OivcoU  in  the  chair.  Wett  spoke 
about  the  aristocrats  and  the  Chartist 
organization.  He  called  upon  them  to 
unite  in  one  mass,  if  they  were  to  gain  the 
Charter  by  physical  force.  Had  they 
been  so  on  the  10th  of  April,  they  would 
not  have  shrunk  back  from  their  post. 
As  long  as  they  were  so  disunited  they 
would  never  have  it.  He  called  upon 
them  to  look  at  the  Repealers  of  Dublin 
of  Monday  l&st,  and,  if  they  were  to  have 
such  a  procession  in  London  and  Man- 
chester, the  base  and  bloody  Government 
would  grant  them  the  Charter  before  a 
week.  Then  Donovan  said,  if  they  pro- 
secuted MUohel,  he  had  no  doubt  but  hun- 
dreds of  lives  would  be  lost  ere  this  time 
next  week,  and  they  ought  to  be  prepared 
for  the  worst. 

Dr.  .Reynolds  came  forward  and  called 
upon  them  "to  be  prepared  for  the 
worst,  with  a  pike  over  their  mantel- 
piece and  a  gun  at  their  bed-head;  for 
the  time  must  come,  and  would  come 
ere  many  months  had  elapsed,  for  the 
tjrrants  to  be  hurled  from  their  seats, 
and,   if  ever  it  did  come,  if  they  could 

§et  no  o^er  leader,  he  would  be  at 
leir  head*;  for  they  all  knew  he  was  a 
physical  force  man  ;  but  they  must  unite 
themselves  a  little  more  before  that  time 
arrived ;  but  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  that 
time  had  arrived  in  Ireland,  and  would  be 
tried  before  another  week  had  passed. 
What  did  the  12,000  persons  mean  in 
Dublin  last  Monday  but  war  if  their  old 
friends  had  been  found  guilty  P  "  In  con- 
clusion, he  called  upon  ihem  to  enrol 
themselves  upon  the  Chartist  Association, 
and  then  they  should  know  each  other. 

On  May  26ih  there  was  a  meeting  in 
Stevenson  Square.  Ohctdwich  begged 
them  to  be  ready  at  a  moment's  notice 
when  the  word  **  to  arms  "  was  given,  and 
tight  like  men,  and  die  bv  the  edge  of  the 
sword,  sooner  than  yield  to  the  base  and 
brutal  Whigs.  Niwon  spoke  about  the 
promises  they  had  made,  time  after  time, 
and  to  no  effect ;  but  he  hoped  that  this 
time,  when  the  news  did  come  for  them 
to  arm,  they  would  be  ready  and  willing. 
On  the  27th  there  was  another  meeting  m 
Stevenson  Square.  Archdeacon  denounced 
the  conviction  of  John  Mitchel,  and  invited 
the  people  to  come  armed  to  a  large  mon- 
ster meeting  on  the  Wednesday  following. 
He  said  he  was  glad  to  tell  them  he  h^l 
just  received  a  note  from  the  Stalybridge 
Chartists  that  they  were  ready  at  a 
minute's  notice  to  fight  or  die  in  the 
struggle,  uid  Bradford  also  was  an  exam- 
ple to  the  men  of  Manchester.  In  conclu- 
sion, hehoped  they  would  attend  in  their 
ten  thousands  on  Wednesday  (31st),  and 
then  he  would  defy  the  base  and  bloody 
Government  to  oppose  thmn.  If  they  would 
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attend  and  fight  to  a  Bingle  man  victory 
was  theirs.  Damid  Donov<m  oame  for- 
ward and  oommented  at  lenjeth  npon  the 
packed  jarv  and  the  trial  of  MUckel,  and 
ne  hoped  thej  would  be  prepared  to  act  at 
a  minute's  notice.  He  tuen  alluded  to  the 
review  that  had  taken  place  in  Manchester 
that  day  (a  review  on  the  race  ground),  a 
move  of  aristocrats  to  frighten  the  people, 
and  if  the  Chartists  and  ftepealers  were  as 
well  organised  as  the  police  and  military, 
they  would  fear  nothing.  He  hoped  they 
would  be  ready  for  the  good  work  that  was 
to  take  place  ere  Mitchel  was  banished. 
Cropper  and  Bankin  also  spoke.  Cropper 
called  upon  them  to  enrol  themselves  in 
the  Chartist  Association  or  Repeal  Clubs. 
Banhin  said  he  was  quite  tired  of  agita- 
tion, and  if  they  were  prepared  and  armed, 
he  would  be  happy  to  be  their  leader,  and 
sooner  than  relinquish  their  rights,  die  by 
the  edge  of  the  sword,  sooner  than  Mitehd 
should  be  sent  across  the  sea. 

On  the  28th  of  May  there  was  another 
meeting.  (?roco^  was  m  the  chair.  Rankin 
advised  them  to  get  arms  to  fight  for  liberty 
and  the  release  of  Mitchel,  He  then  made 
them  all  stand  up  and  swear  by  their  Qod 
that  they  would  fight  to  a  single  man  until 
they  had  gained  MUeheVs  release.  He 
then  stated  he  would  be  their  leader  as 
soon  as  they  were  ready.  (Cries  of,  '*  We 
swear  it,"  and  "  We  are  reiady  if  you  will 
name  the  time.")  Then  be  firm  and  you 
shall  know  the  time. 

The  whole  assembly  stood  up  and  swore 
it  P — The  greater  part  of  them  did. 

OrocoU  and  Dr.  Eeynolds  also  spoke. 
The  latter  advised  them  to  get  their  arras 
in  readiness  for  to-morrow  or  Tuesday, 
and  to  have  a  monster  meeting  and  to 
fight  or  die  in  the  great  work  He  stated 
that  the  Chartists  of  England  ought  to 
meet  Lord  John  Buseell  with  a  volley  of 
grape  shot  if  he  did  not  grant  them  the 
Charter  and  the  release  of  MitcheL  Mr. 
Oroeott  then  closed  the  meeting  with  stat- 
ing that  the  Council  had  agreed  to  form  a 
National  Guard,  and  that  those  that  wished 
it  must  enrol  their  names  The  meeting 
then  broke  up,  there  being  about  800  per- 
sons present. 

The  next  meeting  I  attended  was  June 
4th.  Mr.  Oroeott  was  in  the  chair.  White 
came  forward  and  called  upon  them  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  Chartists  of 
Bradford  in  forming  their  difi*erent  clubs 
and  sections  and  the  plan  of  organization. 
"  They  had  in  each  part  of  the  town,  their 
places  of  meeting.  Also  20  or  30  members 
of  the  Chartist  body  were  formed  in  clubs 
and  a  captain  over  them,  and  this  captain 
drilled  and  instructed  them  in  the  use  of  a 
pike  in  a  room  in  the  same  neighbourhood ; 
and  if  they  were  wanted  to  come  out  for 
anything,  they  sent  from  the  head^quarters 


a  deputation  to  the  difierent  captains,  and 
the  captains  would  then  call  the  difi^srent 
sections  together."  He  then  stated  that 
this  was  what  he  had  come  to  Manchester 
to  address  them  upon,  to  insist  npon  them 
to  form  the  same  things.  He  then  ad- 
vised them  to  procure  arms,  and  then  to 
try  the  power  of  the  aristocrats  and  the 
damnable  villains  that  ruled  the  town. 
He  then  stated  that  he  had  got  both  pike 
and  gun,  and  he  hoped  and  trusted  that 
every  man  there  would  get  the  same  and 
form  themselves  into  a  National  Guard, 
and  then  it  would  be  the  time  to  upset  the 
base  and  villainous  rascals  that  called 
themselves  the  ruling  power ;  that  he 
hoped  ere  long  to  see  them  crushed  like 
dogs  under  their  feet,  and  before  many 
days  had  passed,  too."  He  then  commented 
at  considerable  length  upon  the  proceed- 
ings of  Monday  last  in  Bradford,  and  how 
they  had  got  the  town  in  their  own  hands 
if  other  towns  had  been  tts  well  prepared 
to  act  with  them.  He  then,  in  conclusion, 
would  beg  of  them  to  procure  arms  for 
themselves,  so  that  they  could  crush  the 
hell-bom  brats  to  the  earth  and  put  others 
ill  their  places. 

Mr.  Leaeh  then  came  forward  to  ad- 
dress them  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  Wednesday's  proceed- 
ings (May  31st),  and  explained  the  different 
pl^is  about  going  to  stop  the  meeting;  also 
the  result  of  the  deputation  to  the  Mayor, 
and  he  oommented  at  great  length  upon 
the  plan  that  the  Committee  had  taJcen 
to  stop  parties  from  coming  in  the  town. 
He  tnen  alluded  to  the  different  re- 
marks that  had  been  made  upon  the 
Committee.  In  conclusion,  he  would  ad- 
vise them  not  to  cast  any  reflections  upon 
the  Committee  until  they  had  heard  the 
difi*erent  individuals  explain  their  conduct, 
which  would  be  in  the  course  of  this  week ; 
but  he  believed  it  was  all  a  concocted  plan 
of  the  authorities  and  their  detectives. 
The  meeting  broke  up  by  the  chairman 
telling  them  that  any  who  wished  to  enrol 
their  names  as  National  Guards  might  do 
so  at  the  small  room  at  the  back  to-night, 
and  also  to-morrow  night  at  8  o'clock. 
There  were  about  20  or  dO  persons  stopped 
to  enrol  their  names ;  the  meeting  broke 
up  at  half-past  nine,  there  being  about  700 
persons  present. 

That  was  the  last  meeting  I  think  you 
took  a  note  of  P — It  was. 

Tuesday,  December  19th. 
Johr^  Cookson — Cross-examined  by  Jamee, 

I  have  been  in  the  police  force  since 
January  last.  I  was  a  araper's  assistant 
before. 

Were  you  in  the  habit  of  taking  notes 
before  you  went  into  the  police  fbroe  t — ^I 
was  not. 
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What  Wft8  the  greatest  nnmber  of 
speeches  joa  have  reported  from  memory 
in  any  one  day  P — Two. 

Two  speeoheeP — I  beg  your  pardon.  I 
thonght  yon  meant  meetings.  About 
four.  I  roieht  perhaps  have  said  a  word 
or  two  which  the  others  8p>oke. 

I  think  you  were  here  just  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Attorney  •  Oenerdl*8 
speech  P — Yes. 

Will  YOU  be  good  enough  to  relate  what 
was  said  by  the  AUorney-ChneraU — 1  was 
not  in  more  than  two  minutes. 

What  did  he  commence  with  P  Oan  you 
re<K>llect  anything  P — He  was  alluding  to 
some  of  the  speeches ;  what  they  had  said. 
I  did  not  take  particular  notice  of  it. 
There  was  a  great  bustle  about  the  door. 

I  presume  there  was  sometimes  a  great 
bustle  in  the  meetings  P — There  was. 

Cross-examined  by  Atkinson, 

Am  I  to  understand  you  that  you  only 
noted  in  your  memory  those  speeches 
which  yon  thought  were  of  an  inflamma- 
tory character  P — I  did. 

Those  were  the  speeches  which  you  par- 
ticularly noted  P  —Yes,  that  was  my  object 
in  attending  the  meetings. 

Then  all  the  intermediate  speakers,  if 
there  were  any,  between  the  first  speaker 
which  you  reported  and  the  second  you 
would  omitp — ^Yes,  without  there  was 
anything  of  particular  consequence. 

Did  you  take  the  whole  of  a  speech  of 
which  a  part  was  inflammatory,  or  did 
you  take  the  inflammatory  part  alone  P — 
The  inflammatonr  part  and  some  little  of 
the  other ;  but  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
nonseneical  talk  that  was  of  no  use. 

[The  Witness  was  cross-examined  at 
length  about  the  speeches  made  by  one 
BaU  at  these  meetings.  On  April  16th 
BaU  said,  "the  next  petition  be  signed 
would  be  signed  with  a  steel  pen,  sixteen 
inches  long,  and  if  signed  in  the  right 

J>lace,  would  leave  a  mark  that  would  tell 
or  a  louff  time.  When  the  signal  was 
given,  he  hoped  they  would  be  prepared  to 
attend  to  it,  with  their  steel  pens  ready  to 
dip."I 

Did  you  ever  correct  your  reports  by 
newspapers  P— Never. 

You  never  saw  a  newspaper  report  of  a 
meeting  which  yon  bad  reported  your- 
self P— Many. 

Have  you  read  those  reports  with  a  view 
to  correct  your  ownP — I  never  saw  my 
own  reports  after  the  evening  I  delivered 
them  into  the  office  till  I  have  seen  them 
here. 
Cross-examined  by  the  Befendcmt  White. 
■  On  June  ith  you  swear  that  I  advised 
the  Manchester  people  to  arm  P— Yes. 

And  that  I  told  them  that  I  had  a  pike 
attdagunP— Yes, 


gua«e 
was  calculated  to  qualify  that  P — ^No. 

Might  not  I  have  made  use  of  other 
langUM^e  to  qualify  that  which  you  have 
stated  P-— No,  you  did  not. 

How  long  is  it  since  you  gave  over  re- 
porting speeches  P — I  question  whether 
there  is  another  report  afl-^r  the  14th  of 
June. 

G-et  a  pen  and  a  piece  of  paper  and  show 
us  a  sample. 

Albebsov,  B.  :  He  will  not  do  any  such 
thing. 

witness:  Perhaps  it  may  be  upon  a 
different  subject  altogether  to  what  those 
were.  Some  subjects  are  a  great  deal 
drier  than  others. 

Aldebsok,  B.  :  You  might  just  as  well 
ask  him  to  say  the  BeEef  Those  are 
matters  of  observation  with  which  you  are 
to  address  the  jury. 

Befendant  Tvhite :  In  taking  these  notes 
of  yours,  they  look  more  like  a  consecu- 
tive speech.  They  do  not  look  like  ex- 
tracts. How  comes  it,  if  they  are  not 
entire  speeches,  that  you  do  not  give 
them  as  extracts  P — I  have  given  them  as 
you  gave  them. 

I  wisli  to  ask,  Mr.  Policeman,  whether 
all  these  meetings  which  you  attended 
were  strictly  peaceable  meetings  P — The 
great  minority  of  them. 

Do  you  recollect  my  advising  the  people 
of  Manchester  to  peace  P — No. 

Do  you  recollect  hearing  me  say  that  I 
entirely  repudiated  all  connection  with 
mobs  P — No. 

You  are  sure  of  that  P — ^Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  me  advising  the  people 
to  be  peaceable  P — No. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Befendant  Bonavan. 

You  say  at  the  meeting  of  the  2l8t  of 
May  I  said  that  before  that  day  week 
there  would  be  several  hundred  lives  lost  P 
—You  did. 

Do  you  recollect  whether  Dr.  Reynolds 
said  that  he  would  upon  the  next  occasion 
when  a  delegate  was  about  to  be  elected 
ofler  himself  as  a  representative  for  Man- 
chester to  sit  in  any  Convention  there 
mi^ht  be,  and  that  Bonovan  and  Leach 
had  acted  as  moral  cowards  P — I  do  not. 
Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  He  might  have 
done. 

You  are  quite  sure  it  was  not  in  reply 
to  Dr.  Beynolds  that  I  used  the  words, 
'  *  there  may  be  several  hundred  people  lose 
their  lives  before  that  day  week  "  P— Yes. 

Do  you  recollect  that  when  I  used  this 
expression  I  said  that  I  regretted  that 
such  language  as  that  which  was  used  by 
Dr.  Reynolds  would  be  the  cause  of  sevend 
hundred  people  losing  their  lives  before 
that  day  week  P — I  do  not  recollect  it 

Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  thnt 
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this  language  oonld  be  used  in  reply 
to  Dr.  Beynolds  saying  we  were  moral 
cowards  P — I  do  not. 

Yon  say  at  the  same  meeting  I  advised 
the  people  to  organize  ? — I  believe  yon  did. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Defendant  Nixon. 

The  first  meeting  yon  speak  of  me  is 
upon  the  3rd  of  April.  Are  you  aware 
wnat  kind  of  meeting  that  was  r — A  meet- 
ing of  oaknm-piokers  and  the  unemployed. 

There  was  great  excitement  in  the  town 
at  thafc  time,  was  not  there  P — There  was. 

Were  the  majority  of  the  meeting  com- 
posed of  men  or  boys  P — Perhaps  half  and 
half. 

Judging  from  the  appearance  of  the 
men,  yon  would  take  them  to  bo  unem- 
ployed people  in  distressed  circumstances  P 
— ^xes,  I  had  seen  them  about  a  long  time 
before  that. 

I  moved  the  resolution,  did  not  I P 

Aldbbson,  B.  :  a  Tote  of  thanks  to  the 
M^or. 

Defendcmt  Niaeon:  In  this  speech  you 
Htated  that  I  advised  the  people  to  get 
arms  that  night  before  they  slept  P — You 
said  that  you  saw  no  resource  but  to  fight 
for  their  liberty  and  put  down  these  tyran- 
nical governors,  for  the  time  was  come 
that  they  must  stop  speaking,  bat  must 
work,  and  were  they  prepared  P 

You  did  not  hear  me  deprecate  the 
mobs  that  had  been  going  about  the  town 
breaking  the  shop  windows  and  breaking 
Into  places  P— -I  did  not. 

Will  you  read  BalVe  speech  at  that 
meeting  P  Hare  you  a  note  of  that  P — Yes. 
It  was  to  the  efifect  that  **  they  would 

Sledge  themselves  to  act  as  one  body  and 
efend  their  rights,  and  then  they  could 
obtain  the  Charter  without  shedding  the 
least  drop  of  blood,  and  were  they  pre- 
pared to  support  the  Convention  P  and  if 
rejected  he  noped  and  trusted  they  would 
stand  by  their  arms  if  they  had  any ;  and 
if  not  they  must  get  them ;  for  they  must 
have  the  tyrannical  Government  removed, 
and  make  them  fiee  along  with  Victoria 
and  her  Boyal  Consort  across  the  Atlantic 
Ocean ;  but  all  this  could  not  be  obtained 
without  they  would  stand  by  their  arms, 
and  he  would  put  it  to  the  meeting 
tfhether  they  would.  (Cries  of  ''Yes/* 
and  •*  Down  with  the  tyrants.'*) 

Aldebson,  6. :  That  only  makes  it  a 
more  illegal  meeting.  You  call  for  a 
speech  that  was  not  put  in  before. 

Defendant  Nixon:  I  am  verjr  thankful 
to  your  lordship  for  reminding  me  of 
that. 

The  next  meeting  you  speak  to  me  is 
upon  the  8th  of  April.  That  was  a  meet- 
ing of  the  unemployed,  too,  was  it  not  P — 
Yes. 

You  did  not  hear  me  advise  the  people 
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to  keep  ihe  peace  and  abstain  Arom  all 
acts  of  violence  in  the  town  P— Quite  the 
reverse. 

Do  YOU  not  think  at  the  time  we  were 
speakmg  that  we  were  very  enthusiastic 
— take  me,  for  instance  P — Yes,  very. 

And  did  not  you  think  1  made  a  very 
foolish  speech  P — I  did,  very. 

The  next  meeting  you  speak  to  me  is 
upon  the  22nd.  You  say  I  used  language 
to  this  efiect— that  I  was  determined  to 
fight  P— Not  those  words  exactly. 

You  did  not  hear  me  deprecate  ihe  part 
the  people  were  taking,  that  the  meetmgs 
were  ridiculous  in  their  character,  and  I 
advised  them  to  dissolve  and  go  away  P — 
No. 

When  I  was  speaking  do  you  recollect 
any  cries  of  "  Throw  him  out  of  the  cart," 
or  •*  Pull  him  down  "  P— No. 

You  do  not  recollect  William  Chadwioh 
getting  up  in  reply  to  me,  and  saying  the 
people  were  honest  and  sincere,  and  everj- 
thing  that  was  to  be  expected  of  them,  in 
reply  to  what  I  had  oeen  condemning 
them  for  P— No,  I  do  not  recollect  any- 
thing of  the  sort,  because  it  was  not  at 
that  meeting. 

John  Cotbi/ngham — Examined  by  Monk, 
In  the  Manchester  police.  Spoke  to  a 
meeting  at  the  Hall  of  Science  on  Mav  8th, 
John  Mwra/y  in  the  chair.  Archdeacon 
read  a  letter  from  John  Mitchell  of  the 
United  Irishman,  which  he  said  be  re- 
ceived yesterday,  the  contents  of  which 
were  that  he  rejoiced  to  see  the  people 
uniting  themselves  together  once  more, 
and  that  the  Qovemraent  had  failed  in 
their  att.empt  to  ruin  the  cause  of  the 
people,  and  acknowledging  the  flattering 
address  he  had  received  from  the  Demo- 
crats of  Manchester  and  Salford,  and 
lioping  that  ere  long  he  would  be  able  to 
appear  amongst  them.  He  was  going  to 
withdraw  himself  from  the  Confederation 
body,  in  order  that  his  writings-Dr  speeches 
could  not  be  saddled  on  the  back  of  that 
party,  but  should  use  every  exertion  to  pro- 
mote their  interest ,  &c .  Michael  MWonough 
followed.  "It  has  been  said  by  some 
•  Wait  awhile,'  but  you  have  waited  too 
lon^ ;  the  people  of  Ireland  have  unfurled 
their  colours.  And  you  Englishmen  make 
a  bold  start  onward  in  one  common  cause. 
You  have  the  affections  of  the  military  in 
your  honourable  cause,  but  confide  very 
little  in  your  police."  The  speaker  then 
alluded  to  the  State  Trials  of  Mitchel, 
Meagher,  and  0*Brien :  * '  Let  no  man  go  to 
prison.  Come  forward  as  bailsmen  ten 
hundred  thousand  of  you  at  their  backs 
together — and  that  is  the  way  to  do  busi- 
ness. I  would  say,  let  what  will  oome, 
let  not  your  leaders  go  to  prison.  Let 
the  people  and  leaders  keep  together,  no 
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imprisonment  mnst  take  place.  Ail  the 
Chartists  and  all  Repealers  stand  together, 
and  then  the  Ooyemment  will  have  to  ask 
yon  what  yon  want,  and,  if  all  yonr  leaders 
tnmed  traitors  to-morrow,  the  people 
themselves  are  sufficient  and  strong 
enough  to  achieve  their  own  liberties.** 

The  Witne$$  also  spoke  to  a  meeting  on 
Jane  11th  at  Blaokstone  Edge,  where 
he  saw  Oeorge '  White,  and  James  Leach, 
The  meeting  was  between  twelve  and 
one  o'clock.  Tagg  in  the  chair.  Cropper 
said :  If  the  people  of  this  great  country 
were  perfectly  organized  their  demancCs 
would  soon  be  answered,  for  there  is 
nothing  strikes  so  much  terror  in  the 
hearts  of  Qovemment  as  a  proper 
organization  of  the  people.  He  then 
alluded  to  Lord  John  BneeeUf  said  he 
was  an  evil  spirit  sent  to  destroy 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  but,  if  the 
people  unite  firmly,  they  may  soon  destroy 
t)oth  Lord  John  Buseell  and  his  colleagues. 
The  speaker  then  recommended  a  fund 
for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Mikhel  and  her 
children.  White  addressed  the  meeting. 
He  said:  The  men  of  Bradford  were 
already  organised,  and,  moreover,  pre- 
pared with  something  to  defend  them- 
selves. It  is  your  right  to  be  armed,  it  is 
also  time  to  be  stirring,  you  are  tired  of 
long  speeches.  Foreign  nations  are 
laughing  at  you;  they  will  say  liberty 
is  on  your  lips,  but  cowardice  is  in  jrour 
hearts.  I  have  been  six  times  in  prison 
for  the  cause  of  freedom.  I  care  not  for 
the  iron  bars  of  the  prison.  I  am  deter- 
mined to  agitate  for  the  cause  of  freedom, 
and  we,  the  men  of  Bradford,  have  our 
telegraph  as  well  as  our  Government. 
Whenever  we  want  information,  or  infor- 
mation to  go  from  one  quarter  to  another, 
we  place  our  men  at  half-mile  distances 
from  each  other  on  the  different  roads. 
Therefore  we  send  and  receive  our  returns 
with  speed  and  safety.  Let  not  any  man 
from  tnis  day  call  himself  a  Chartist  who 
does  not  immediately  enrol  himself  on 
our  books.  Then  we  can  tell  what  num- 
ber of  men  we  can  depend  upon ;  and 
when  you  are .  ready  to  receive  the  word 
"  Onward,"  there  are  plenty  of  good  men 
ready  to  give  it  you.  The  men  of  Brad- 
ford will  have  a  meeting  to-morrow,  with 
drums,  fifes,  and  colours.  Such  a  meet- 
ing has  never  before  been  in  the  West 
Biding  of  Yorkshire ;  and,  moreover,  they 
are  at  this  moment  prepared  for  any 
emergency,  and,  when  you  and  the  men 
of  all  other  quarters  are  equally  prepared, 
we  soon  will  effect  a  change  in  the 
Qoveniment  of  this  country.  We  soon 
will  send  Lord  John  Euasell  in  the  place 
of  John  Mitehd,  and  restore  Miichd  to  his 
native  land.  The  speaker  then  alluded 
to  a  police  superintendent,  who,  he  said. 


was  in  this  meeting.  He  described  his 
dress,  and  immediately  all  parties  began 
to  look  for  him.  Some  said  he  ought  to 
be  shot.  (Much  confusion  in  the  meeting 
at  this  moment.)  The  chairman  called 
**  Order."  White  continued  speaking  on 
organisation,  its  utility  to  the  people,  and 
likewise  told  them  to  prepare  themselves 
with  arms.  Archdeacon  and  Donovctn  fol- 
lowed. Archdeacon  referred  to  the  super- 
intendent who,  he  said,  was  in  the  meet- 
ing with  a  frieze  coat  on,  and  that 
he  was  that  morning  pointed  out  by 
their  Chartist  spy  at  the  railway  station. 
This  created  great  confusion  a  second 
time,  and  some  said  **  Let  us  shoot  him." 
The  chairman  again  called  order.  Dono- 
van alluded  to  the  policeman  who,  he 
said,  was  in  the  meeting.  This  being 
the  third  time  this  affair  was  name^ 
many  considered  that  Donovan  was 
anxious  to  see  the  man  attacked.  The 
individual  named  made  his  escape,  and 
many  hundreds  followed  him.  There  is 
but  one  honse  on  this  moor  for  a  long 
distance,  and  the  police  officer,  I  believe, 
made  his  escape  into  it,  when  a  pistol 
shot  was  immeaiately  fired  after  him,  and 
numbers  proposed  to  break  through  and 
destroy  him.  Donovan  at  this  moment 
seemed  greatly  excited,  knowing  he  had 
been  the  cause  of  the  third  attack  on  the 
officer  in  question.  Accordingly  Oeorge 
White,  of  Bradford,  followed  the  multi- 
tude, and  delivered  a  short  address, 
stating  what  consequences  might  follow 
if  the  man  was  killed. 

White:  I  stopped  them. 

Attorney- General :  We  are  reading  this 
that  you  may  have  the  benefit  of  that. 

Monk ;  Did  Leach  speak  F — Yes; 

After  that,  did  the  meeting  break  up  F 
—Yes. 

Were  any  shots  fired  P — Yes. 

Did  you  hear  any  cries  for  anybody  F 
was  anything  said  about  looking  for  any- 
body P — Yes,  for  the  police  officer. 

Was  that  about  the  time  that  the  shots 
were  fired  P — ^Yes. 

How  many  were  there  about  P — It  was 
a  very  large  meeting.  It  stands  upon  a 
very  wild  place. 

Cross-examined  by  James. 

Witness  read :  James  Leach  followed  on 
the  rights  of  man.  He  was  moderate  in 
his  a<£lres8,  but  strongly  urged  on  the 
men  of  England  to  organize  themselves 
into  classes  and  sections ;  spoke  of  John, 
MUeheil  and  Irish  distress ;  urged  on  the 
people  of  England  never  to  allow  this 
country  to  come  to  such  a  state  of  things 
as  that  in  Ireland.  The  (jk>vemment  of 
England  will  keep  your  privileges  from 
yon  BO  long  as  you  are  not  united. 
Organize,  and  be  steady.    Nothing  can 
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prevent  you  from  your  liberties.  The 
speaker  went  on  for  a  conBidei'able  time 
on  the  character  of  Mitchel,  and  advocated 
a  fond  for  his  wife  and  children. 

Did  you  know  M'Donough  before  that 
dayP— Yes. 

Do  you  know  that  he  is  a  quiet,  peaceable 
man,  generally  speaking  P — I  have  known 
he  has  been  in  quarrels,  but  he  has  not 
been  altogether  linked  with  the  parties. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  are  aware 
of  hi<)  giving  assistance  freouentlv  to  the 
police  when  there  have  been  disturbances  P 
— I  have  heard  of  the  like,  that  he  has 
done  so.  I  have  heard  from  some  of  my 
brother  officers  that  he  has  made  himself 
officious  in  giving  assistance. 

Aldreson,  B.  :  Cropper  is  the  f^rst  per- 
son that  is  mentioned,  therefore  if  he 
wishes  to  ask  any  questions  about  that 
meeting  of  the  11th  of  June,  it  will  be 
materif^. 

Cross-examined  by  Cropper. 

Are  you  certain  it  was  me  that  was  at 
the  meeting  that  dayP  Just  recollect 
yourself.— Yes. 

Aldebsoh,  B.:  Do  you  recollect  his 
face  now  P — Yes. 

Cropper :  Are  you  certain  P — ^1  es. 

Do  you  know  an  individual  of  the  name 
of  James  George  Cla/rhe  i' — Yes. 

Did  you  see  that  individual  at  that 
meeting  upon  that  day  P — I  did. 

And  you  are  certain  you  did  not  mis- 
take him  for  me  f — ^I  am  certain.  I  have 
known  the  Clarke  named  for  a  length  of 
time. 

Was  my  name  introduced  to  that  meet- 
ing as  Edward  Clark  or  Edward  Clarke 
Cropper  f— Yon  have  been  called  Clark 
and  Cropper  Clark  by  me,  but  I  know 
your  name  of  Cropper ,  and  have  known  it 
for  a  leng^  of  time. 

How  long  have  you  known  me  P — I  have 
known  you  living  in  the  neighbourhood 
some  time.  I  have  been  to  your  house.  I 
have  known  you  a  length  of  time  address- 
ing public  meetings.  From  the  month  of 
April  or  May. 

You  have  been  at  my  house,  you  say  P — 
Yes. 

Where  do  you  say  it  is  P — 1  cannot  ex- 
actly name  the  street,  but  it  is  in  Oldham 
Boad. 

Croes-examined  by  Defendant  WhUe. 

Do  you  think  you  can  recollect  the  main 
part  of  my  address  upon  Blaokstone  Edge  P 
—Yes. 

Are  you  bure  that  you  fairly  describe  it 
in  your  notes  ? — I  am  sure. 

Did  I  give  an  indication,  as  given  by 
Blaekttone,  of  the  constitutional  rights  of 
Englishmen  P 

Aldb&sov,  B.  :  Perhaps  you  may  put  it 
to  him  now,  he  may  remember  it. 


WMte :  The  right  of  the  people  to  be 
armed  was  one. 

Aldebsok,  B.  :  To  have  arms  P 

Defendant  White  .-Yes,  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  people,  if  we  are  to  bdieve 
Blachetone'e  definition  of  the  constitution  P 
— I  cannot  recollect. 

Do  you  recollect  my  saying,  1  have  no 
other  desire  than  to  have  order  on  the 
part  of  the  Chartists,  or  no  desire  to  do 
injury  to  life  or  property  P — I  cannot  re- 
collect that. 

Can  you  recollect  my  being  the  cause  of 
saving  one  of  your  body's  lives  P 

Aldbrson,  B.  :  He  has  mentioned  that. 
I  have  taken  a  note  of  that. 

Defendant  White:  Was  not  it  your  im- 
pression that  if  that  mob  were  not  re- 
strained, that  man's  life  would  have  been 
taken  P — Yes,  I  believe  it  would. 

Are  ^ou  aware  that  I  received  some  in- 
juries m  personall V  standing  between  that 
man  and  the  people  P — ^No. 

How  long  did  I  speak  P — About  three 
quarters  of  an  hour. 

How  many  lines  have  you  ^ot  there  P — 
During  your  speech  the  meetmg  was  dis- 
turbedby  a  policeman  rmining  away. 
I      You  swear  it  was  during  my  address  P — 
Yes. 

How  far  would  he  have  to  run  P— Eight 
or  ten  hundred  yards. 

Did  he  ever  tell  you  he  took  refuge  in 
a  stable  .t'— Yes. 

Did  he  tell  you  I  prevented  the  people 
rushing  into  the  stable  P~No. 

You  have  already  stated  I  saved  his 
life  P  —  I  stated  from  my  report  you 
addi*essed  the  people. 

I  consider  1  nave  a  hold  on  thii  witness. 
He  swears  the  man  ran  eight  or  ten 
hundred  yards  to  a  stable  during  my 
speech.  1  was  at  the  stable  to  prevent 
tne  rushing  in  on  him. 

How  long  have  you  been  in  the  police 
force  P — About  eleven  or  twelve  months. 

Were  you  never  in  the  police  force  be- 
fore P— X  es,  I  was. 

How  came  you  to  leave  P — I  was  dis- 
charged. 

What  for  P— For  taking  a  few  pears  off 
a  tree,  and  a  brother  officer  reported  me. 

Where  P— At  Hulme. 

Would  not  you  call  that  robbing  an 
orchard  P — ^No. 

Cross*  examined  by  the  Drfendani 
Donovan. 

You  have  sworn  the  polioeman  ran 
away  daring  White's  speech  P— Yea. 

You  have  also  sworn  he  ran  away 
during  mine. 

Aldbbsov,  B.:  He  has  said  ao;  it  is 
possible  the  man  may  have  ran  away 
twice. 
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JomM  Shaw — Exunined  by  WeUby, 

Clerk  in  the  detective  police  office  at 
Manchester.  Was  present  at  a  meeting 
npon  Blackstone  Edge  on  the  11th  of  June. 
Saw  some  of  the  people  coming  to  the 
KTound.  They  marched  in  military  order ; 
250  of  them  came,  headed  by  Webber, 
They  left  it  in  the  same  way ;  they  fell 
into  order,  and  Wdber  gave  the  word 
**  Fall  in/'  and  they  fell  in  two  abreast, 
and  marched  away.  Saw  the  policeman 
porsoed.  He  ran  across  the  moor  nntil 
ne  was  protected  by  some  of  the  county 
police.  Witness  was  not  certain  if  he 
went  to  a  hoose. 

Frederick  WUliam  Oranhan,   sworn — Ex- 
amined by  FoUook. 

On  the  18th  of  Angnst  he  attended  a 
meeting  at  the  People's  Institute.  Orth 
coU  was  chairman,  and  made  a  very  vio- 
lent and  seditions  speech. 

Have  yon  a  note  of  that  F— Yes. 

When  did  yon  make  that  note  P — I  made 
it  immediately  after  leaving  the  hall. 

Now  tell  ns  from  the  note  what  was  the 
effect  of  Bamsden'a  speech  P— Mr.  Bams- 
den,  of  Salford,  called  the  police  a  set  of 
fiends  and  useless  cowards,  and  if  they 
were  all  of  his  mind  they  would  soon  get 
rid  of  them.  He  was  always  prepared, 
and  carried  something  with  him  (pointing 
to  the  inside  of  his  jacket),  which  if  every 
man  did  the  same  they  would  soon  rid 
themselves  of  the  vipers.  He  called  re- 
peatedly to  them  to  arm  and  organize 
thpir  several  classes,  and  never  mind  what 
they  laid  about  secret  societies,  for  if  they 
were  to  attack  the  police  (pointing  to 
them  on  the  platform)  there  would  not  be 
a  bone  each  for  them. 

Were  there  police  there  P— There  were 
six  constables,  with  myself,  in  uniform. 

What  else  did  he  say  P— He  said  Mr. 
Beewteh  and  the  police  fiends  were  inti- 
mate acquaintances  of  his,  and  he  loved 
t^em  as  the  devil  did  holy  water.  He 
said  he  had  been  in  their  custody  in  1842 
on  a  charge  they  called  sedition,  but  he 
did  not  know  what  that  was.  He  would 
not  be  the  least  surprised  if  the  police 
were  to  call  what  he  was  then  saying 
sedition,  but  he  did  not  care  for  that ;  if 
the  people  would  only  arm  themselves, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  police  fiends 
or  the  Oovemment  to  withstand  them. 

Anything  more  P — Several  of  them  said 
ther  were  prepared.  One  of  them  bran- 
dished a  pike,  but  several  of  them  said, 
"Not  yel"  One  of  them  said,  "Turn 
him  out ! "  but  he  still  kept  his  station — 
that  is,  the  man  with  the  pike  near  the 
door. 

At  that  time  had  some  of  these  defen- 
dants in  this  very  case  been  apprehended 


upon  a  charge  of  sedition  P  do  you  ^ow 
that  yourself  P— Yes,  th^jr  had. 

What  did  Mr.  Ola/rk  (fropper  say  ?— He 
said  that  he  had  been  taken  into  custody 
at  the  Borough  Court,  and  informed  them 
of  the  salaries  of  the  chief  constable,  the 
chief  superintendent,  and  the  whole  of  the 

Eolice  force,  and  called  them  a  useless 
ody,  and  said  they  were  nothing  but 
robbers.  He  told  them  to  prepare  and 
organise  their  classes.  He  woula  not  tell 
them  to  arm,  but  said,  "  You  know  what 
I  mean  by  that."  He  said  the  hour  was 
nigh  at  hand  when  oppression  would 
cease,  and  he  hoped  every  man  would 
avow  himself  a  (Chartist.  He  next  re- 
minded them  to  raise  a  subscription  to 
defend  those  that  were  in  custody ;  he 
believed  they  would  be  able  to  triumph 
over  their  enemies. 

John  Price— Examined  by  WeUhy. 

Spoke  to  a  meeting  at  the  People's  In- 
stitute on  2nd  of  July,  Qroeott  in  the  chair. 
Dr.  M*DouaU  spoke.  He  said  a  committee 
was  sitting  at  the  Horse  Guards  to  con- 
sider the  grievances  that  then  existed 
among  them,  and  that  the  Chartist  Com- 
mittee bad  had  a  communication  with 
them.  He  advised  them  to  organize  and 
be  prepared  with  arms,  to  be  ready  at  any 
moment  to  be  called  out. 

The  WUnese  also  spoke  to  a  meeting  at 
Carpenter's  Hall  on  July  3rd,  at  which 
White  spoke.  He  said  there  was  a  re- 
porter of  the  press  there,  and  they  ought 
to  be  treated  as  spies,  for  they  were  the 
greatest  enemies  they  had  to  oontend  with. 
He  advised  them  to  get  arms  and  be  pre- 
pared. He  did  not  say  what  they  were  to 
do  with  them. 

Cross-examined  by  Atkinson, 

Did  you  hear  Cfrocott  deprecate  violence 
at  the  meeting  P — No ;  he  merely  proposed 
the  speaker. 

What  state  was  Dr.  IPDouaU  in  P  was 
he  intoxicated  P — No,  he  did  not  appear  to 
be  so. 

Defendant  White :  Have  you  any  idea  as 
to  the  general  tenor  of  my  observations 
with  respect  to  the  reporters  and  the 
public  press  P — ^No. 

Do  you  recollect  my  saying  that  it  was 
through  the  misrepresentation  of  the  press, 
the  mode  in  which  they  misrepresented 
the  general  views  of  working  men  and 
those  who  acted  with  them,  that  so  much 
animosity  existed  in  society  P— No. 

Are  you  positive  that  I  made  use  of 
any  expression  with  regard  to  armsP — 
Quite  positive. 

Did  not  I  qualify  it  in  any  form  or 
shape  P — You  told  them  to  take  an 
example  from  the  Bradford  people. 

Yon  took  notes  of  all  this,  aid  you  P — 
Not  at  the  time« 
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James  Abraham  Ball — Examined  by  the 
Aitomey-Otnerah 

Yoa  have  come  from  prison,  I  believe  P 
—Yes. 

James :  You  have  now  been  sworn  and 
kissed  a  book:  do  yon  know  what  that 
book  is  P— Yes.    The  New  Testament. 

Do  yoQ  believe  in  it  P — Yes,  I  do. 

Are  yon  a  member  of  a  Socialist  So- 
ciety P — No. 

Were  yon  ever  P — I  have  been. 

When  did  you  cease  to  be  one  P — I  have 
not  been  connected  with  them  for  these 
last  18  months  back. 

Have  yon  ever  lectured  for  themP — 1 
have. 

Attorney 'Oeneral:  I  believe  you  have 
carried  on  the  business  of  a  fruit  seller, 
have  you  not  P — ^Yes. 

Have  you  been  iu  gaol  several  times  P — 
Yes. 

Four  times,  I  believe.  What  have  you 
been  in  prison  for — deserting  your  family  P 
— I  will  tell  you.  I  have  been  in  Kirk- 
dale  Gaol  for  neglecting  my  family,  advo- 
cating the  people's  Charter. 

1  believe  you  left  Kirkdale  Gaol  after 
your  first  imprisonment  upon  the  15th  of 
March,  18^  P — I  believe  it  was  somewhere 
about  that  time. 

Did  you  then  go  to  Manchester  P — I  did. 

After  you  had  been  there  a  few  days, 
did  some  persous  come  to  you  P — ^Yes.  One 
was  Joseph  Spooner,  ana  Joseph  TooUe, 
Henry  Coffee,  and  James  Foley.  We  left 
my  fathers  house,  and  went  to  New  Cross 
in  Manchester,  where  there  was  a  meet- 
ing.  It  was  on  Saturday,  the  1st  of 
April,  a  number  of  persons  were  appointed 
to  wait  upon  the  Mayor,  and  get  his  per- 
mission to  go  round  with  a  cart  in  order 
to  beg  food  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
unemployed  operatives.  Upon  the  same 
evening  there  was  a  meeting  of  a  commit- 
tee at  my  father's  house.  There  were 
present  WiUiam  Ghadwick^  Keams,  8cho- 
field,  Foley,  Hooley,  and  myself.  There 
was  nothing  resolved,  further  than  that  I 
was  to  get  up  a  subscription,  in  order  to 
raise  placards,  in  order  to  get  public  meet- 
ings to  be  held  to  agitate  the  People's 
Charter,  till  such  time  as  the  Petition  was 
presented  to  Parliament. 

How  was  the  money  to  be  raised  P — By 
making  collections  at  the  various  meet* 
ings  which  were  held,  and  by  getting 
placards  printed,  and  a  list  of  circulars 
printed  to  be  distribut-ed  among  the 
shopkeepers  by  various  parties,  under 
pretence  of  money  to  be  raised  for  bene- 
fiting the  unemployed  poor.  Chadwich 
proposed  the  resolution.  On  the  follow 
mg  day,  the  2nd.  there  was  a  meeting 
at   Tinker's   Garaens.     Edward   Cropper 


Clarh,  Daniel  Barrett  (whose  name  was 
given  in  as  Flinn)  were  present.  The 
address  I  delivered  was  from  the  words  of 
the  New  Testament :  **  Let  him  that  hath 
no  sword  sell  his  garment  and  buy  one." 
Chadwieh  spoke.  There  was  not  more 
than  600  there.  Tliey  were  chiefly  Irish 
Confederates,  unemployed  men  gener- 
ally speaking.  There  was  a  mectmg  at 
Stevenson  Square  on  April  3rd,  and 
afterwards  at  night  a  private  meeting  at 
Whittaker's  Temperance  Hotel,  at  which 
Nixon  was  present  and  Chadmch.  Chad- 
wiek  was  appointed  corresponding  secre- 
tary. The  meeting  was  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  carrying  on  public  meetings 
through  the  week  preceoing  the  11th  of 
April,  and  agitations  were  to  be  got  up  in 
various  quarters  of  the  country.  On  the 
next  day,  Tuesday,  the  first  meeting  was 
held  at  a  public  house  in  Jeraey  Street. 
It  was  a  meeting  of  United  Irishmen. 
There  were  present  Tootle,  Coffee,  Foley, 
myself,  and  a  few  others.  There  was 
another  meeting  held  that  nighc  at  Whit* 
taker's  Temperance  Hotel.  There  were 
present  myself,  WiUiam  Chadwiek,  SehO' 
fiM,  and  JSdivard  Cropper  CUxrlc.  Chad" 
wick  accepted  the  office  of  secretary.  Ho 
was  appointed  President  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Unemployed.  There  was  ap- 
pointed Henry  Coffee  as  pike-maker. 
Chadvjick  gave  Coffee  orders  to  make  him 

a  pi^®* 

Do  you  know  that  CoWee  had  made 
pikes  P — Yes,  I  had  seen  them  frequently. 

Did  any  of  the  defendants  buy  (rem 
him  P— Yes. 

Who  P — Chadwiek  has  bought  ftrom  him, 
in  fact  there  is  not  one  of  them 

Never  mind  about  saying  there  is  not 
one.     Chadwiek  haspurohased  one P — Yes. 

Has  Cropper  /'—Yes. 

Who  else  ^—achofisld. 
.   Has  ^iojoii  f — Yes,  .ATtaxm  has,  and  Bon- 
kin  has. 

Has  M*Donough?-^Michael  M*Donough, 
I  cannot  speak  as  to  him. 

Donovan  ? — ^No. 

Leach  ? — No. 
.  Westr—'^o, 

Nor  WhiUf—lSo. 

What  else  was  discussed  at  that  time  P 
— There  were  various  things  discussed; 
among  the  rest,  a  number  of  parties  there, 
Cla/rk  Cropper  for  one,  said  that  he  was 
already  prepared,  when  they  were  talking 
about  preparations  for  the  10th  of  ApriL 
And  a  number  of  other  persons  who  were 
present,  who  are  not  defendants,  said  they 
were  already  prepared.  On  April  the  5tn 
there  was  another  private  meeting.  WiU 
liam  Chadwiek,  Sclofidd,  Cropper,  Nimon, 
and  Bankin  were  there.  They  began  to 
talk  about  National  Guards,  and  about 
diilling  men.    Jcmes  Leack,  Daniel  D<m4h 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


753j 


The  Queen  agamst  Rankin  and  others,  1 848, 


[754 


van,  Michael  JIPBonoiigh,  BcMhin,  Croppe 

)leotea  i 


Chadvneh,  and  Bchofield,  were  seleoted  as 
leaders.  They  were  to  form  clabs  of  them- 
selves. Those  olnbs  or  classifications  were 
to  consist  of  ten  men  each ;  they  were  to 
be  armed  and  drilled  ready  for  action, 
and  I  can  swear  positively  to  Michael 
M'Limough,  Edwa/ri  Cropper  Clark,  Chad- 
wick,  BJidSchofield  drilling  men.  Wo  held 
meetings,  without  going  through  them, 
almost  every  night. 

Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Conway,  a  gunsmith? — Yee,  in  Blackfriars 
Street.  I  went  there  on  the  8th  of  April 
mihJNixon  to  purchase  gunpowder  and 
caps. 

What  quantity  did  you  buy?— He 
bought  a  pound  of  powder  and  a  box  of 
percussion  caps.  There  was  a  private 
meeting  at  the  People's  Institute  on  April 
9th;  the  ^ame  defendants  were  there. 
They  talked  in  the  event  of  a  rising  the 
foUowin^  day»  the  10th  of  April. 

A  rismg  where? — In  liondon — they 
we]*e  to  be  up  and  doing — and  made  pre- 
parations to  call  the  men  of  Manchester 
out. 

Who  moved  the  resolution? — Edward 
Cropper  Clark, 

We  call  him  Cropper — who  seconded  it  ? 
— Downey,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Was  anything  said  about  the  class 
leaders  at  that  time  ?— The  class  leaders 
were  to  call  the  men  out,  if  the  rising  did 
take  place,  and  they  were  to  form  them- 
selves into  a  procession,  and  to  form  a 
grand  junction,  it  was  called,  with  the 
other  parties,  such  as  Ashton  and  Oldham. 

Was  anything  said  about  the  Ashton 
and  Oldham  people  ?—Oro29pdr  said  the 
Ashton  and  Oldham  people  were  prepared. 

On  the  10th  of  April  there  was  a  public 
meeting  at  Stevenson  Square.  After 
thatj  a  committee  meeting  was  held.  My- 
self, William  Chadwick,  and  NisBon  were 
present.  The  subject  discussed  then  was 
about  being  ready ;  that  we  had  not  got 
news  from  liOndon,  that  we  did  not  know 
what  was  ffoing  on ;  and  till  we  did,  we 
could  not  do  anything. 

Was  anithing  said  aboo t  a  house  in  Tibb 
Street?— There  is  an  oakum  shop  in  Tibb 
Street,  which  was  taken  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians  for  the  piirpoBO  of  the  unem- 
ployed operatives  picking  oakum.  Chad- 
wick proposed  that  the  building  should  be 
fired. 

Was  it  said  how  it  was  to  be  done  ?— 
Tes.  John  Keame  suggested  that  he  was 
a  party  that  picked  oakum  there ;  and,  if 
one  of  the  committee  could  get  one  to 
get  a  note  of  an  overseer  to  admit 
him  into  the  oakum  establishment,  he 
was  to  take  a  bottle  of  naphtha  with  him ; 
and  Keame  said  he  would  show  them 
ijrhere  the  loose  oakum  was  that  was  put 


^  into  the  sheds.  This  bottle  was  to  be  put 
into  the  loose  oakum,  and  it  was  to  be  set 
fire  to  ;  but  previous  to  this  being  done, 
Chadwick  sugge:<ted  that  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient to  turn  the  water  off  the  water- 
works and  the  canals. 

Were  any  persons  appointed  to  see  how 
the  water  could  be  turned  off? — Yes. 

Upon  the  11th  there  was  another  com- 
mittee meeting  held  at  the  People's  Insti- 
tute, Cropper  in  the  chair.  Ba/nktn,  Michael 
M'Donough,  Chadwick,  Donovan,  Bchofidd, 
Leach,  Nixon,  West,  Dr,  M'DouaXl,  Trainor, 
White,  QrocoU,  and  several  others  were 
there. 

What  was  agreed  to  at  that  meeting  ?•- 
They  had  ascertained  that  they  had  failed 
in  London ;  and  they  said  it  was  foolifih- 
ness  of  them  attempting  to  oppose  the 
authorities  without  the  destruction  of  pro- 
perty. Eankin  introduced  it.  He  said  it 
was  foo1i3hn6s.s  attempting  to  oppose  the 
authorities,  because  they  were  not  strong 
enough,  without  the  destruction  of  pro- 
perty. 

Attorney- General :  Was  any  day  named 
for  the  rising  ?— A  day  was  not  mentioned. 

Did  M'Dofiough  move  any  resolution? 
— He  suggested  first  that  there  should  be 
empty  cellHrs  taken  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  High  Street,  two  round  the  comer  of 
Turner  Street,  one  under  8teveneon*$  shop 
in  Market  Street,  and  one  under  a  paper 
warehouse  in  High  Street.  There  were 
leaders  appointed.  Michael  M'Donough 
was  one  leader,  also  Donova/n,  Leach, 
Cropper,  Chadwick,  Sehofield,  Niseon,  and  a 
number  of  others,  were  to  place  in  each  of 
the  cellars  one  barrel  of  gunpowder  con- 
taining a  hundredweight,  one  flask  of 
naphtha  adjoining  it  containing  thirty-six 
gallons  of  naphtha,  and  a  cask  of  turpentine 
of  a  like  quantity  adjoining  that.  There 
was  to  be  shavings  or  straw  next  to  the 
door ;  they  were  to  be  well  saturated  with 
naphtha  or  turpentine,  and  they  were  to 
be  fired.  There  was  another  resolution 
that  there  should  be  an  empty  shop  tiUcen 
adjoining  the  gasworks,  one  which  was 
occupied  by  Dr.  BaUy  the  phrenologist. 
There  was  to  be  a  boring  made  oimer- 
ground  into  the  gasworks. 

Alpbbson,  B.:  Who  were  to  take  the 
shop? — The  Chartists  were  to  taJce  the 
shop  under  pretence  of  carrying  on  the 
provision  trsiae. 

Attomey-Oenerdl :  Then  they  were  to 
bore  where  ?— Underground  u)  get  under- 
neath the  gasworks  yard.  Then  they  were 
to  set  five  hundredweight  of  gunpowder 
underneath  this  boring,  and  set  it  on  fire, 
in  order  to  blow  the  gasworks  up  and  put 
the  town  in  complete  darkness. 

Who  was  to  superintend  this  operation  ? 
— There  were  a  number  to  superintend  it, 
but  there  was  one  leader. 
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Who  was  that  f—Miehael  M*Donough. 

Was  any  proposition  made,  or  anything 
said,  aboat  churches  P — Yes. 

Who  moved  that  P — Cropper ^  and  it  was 
seconded  by  Downey. 

What  was  to  be  done  P — Parties  were  to 
be  appointed  to  secrete  themselves  in  the 
churches,  and  were  to  be  provided  with 
implements  to  break  open  the  church 
doors  in  order  to  let  in  the  other  parties  in 
oonneotion  with  the  club  to  supply  them 
with  naphtha,  which  was  to  be  sprinkled 
upon  the  woodwork. 

Alderbon,  B.  :  They  were  going  to  set 
fire  to  the  churches  P — Yes. 

Attorney- General :  Were  any  persons 
appointed  for  particular  churches  P — ^Yes. 
llie  leader  who  was  to  superintend  the 
firing  of  St.  George's  Church  was 
Sehofield,  the  one  who  was  to  fire 
St.  Paul's  was  Chadwick;  St.  Ann'?, 
Donovcm;  St.  Mary's,  Leach;  and  St. 
John's,  Cropper. 

You  have  mentioned  about  the  water  P 
— The  water  has  not  been  mentioned  in 
this  affair. 

Was  it  talked  of  P— Yes. 

How  was  it  to  be  done  P — The  reservoir 
was  at  Peswick,  just  outside  of  Manchester. 
They  were  to  break  the  locks  and  paddles 
to  let  the  water  off. 

Were  any  lecturers  appointed  to  go  about 
the  country  P — To  make  known  these  plans 
there  were. 

Who  were  they  P — Arehdeaeon,  Cropper, 
and  Rankin. 

Alderson,  B.  :  Where  was  Archdea/:on 
to  goP — He  was  to  go  to  Leeds,  and 
Bankin  was  to  go  to  Oldham  and  the 
neighbourhood. 

Attorney' Chneral :  Where  was  Cropper 
to  goP-To  Bradford  in  Yorkshire. 
Chadwich  was  to  go  to  Ireland,  and  did 

f.  I  went  to  Ireland  and  also  Leach. 
did  not  go  with  Chadwick.  Donovan 
was  to  go  to  Birmingham.  There  were 
others.  There  was  a  meeting  on  the 
12th,  between  8  and  9  o'clock  at  night,  at 
Whittaker's  Temperance  Hotel.  BanJciny 
Cropper,  Ohadvnek,  Sehofield,  Leach, 
Donovan,  Downey,  FUnn,  N'uttaU, 
QroeoU,  Clarke,  WDonough,  and  others 
were  there.  At  that  meeting  the  direc- 
tions where  the  lecturers  were  to  go  were 
settled,  and  plans  were  arranged  how 
they  were  to  be  supported.  They  were  to 
be  supported  by  the  various  societies. 

You  say  you  went  to  Ireland  P — Yes. 

When  did  you  leave  for  Ireland  P— I 
went  to  Ireland  about  the  middle  of  May. 

Cross-examined  by  Jamee. 

I  have  been  in  gaol  three  times,  first  at 
Manehester  in  1847.  I  was  sent  there  for 
21  days  as  a  vagptuit  for  delivering  a 
speech  upon  Chariuun.    I  waa  sent  back 


to  gaol  at  Eirkdale  for  neelecting  my 
wife  and  children,  in  the  middle  of  Feb- 
ruary last.  I  was  a  fruit  dealer  in  Man- 
chester three  vears  and  six  months  in 
Smith  field  Market.  I  was  again  in  Kirk- 
dale  at  the  latter  end  of  June  last.  I 
came  out  on  the  28th  of  July.  It  waa  for 
the  same  thing. 

Were  you  ever  in  any  situation  aa  a 
servant  P — ^Yee,  various. 

Was  there  ever  anything  said  to  yon 
about  stealing  a  cash-box  in  one  of  your 
situations  P — I  believe  there  was  some- 
thing said  about  it. 

How  long  since  P— I  should  think  it  is 
four  years  since. 

They  said  you  stole  a  cash-box  P— Bat 
saving  it  and  proving  it  is  two  different 
things.  I  was  brought  up  before  the 
magistrates  and  they  dischai^ged  me. 

Bat  the  cash-box  was  lost,  was  it  not  ? — 
No,  it  was  found  in  a  desk  locked  up,  if 
you  must  know  all  about  it. 

When  did  you  first  join  these  Chartiste  ? 
—I  have  joined  the  Chartist  assemblies 
for  some  time ;  but  when  I  became  a  real 
member  of  them  was  when  they  held 
meetings  at  a  house  in  Gk>lden  Street  in 
Manchester. 

Was  M*Donough  a  dealer  in  the  same 
market  in  which  you  were? — He  was  a 
clothes  dealer. 

Have  you  ever  had  any  dispute  with 
himP — ^Various  times,  and  he  has  had 
disputes  with  the  Chartists  at  various 
times,  and  picked  up  rows  and  broken 
people's  heaos  at  various  times. 

And  quarrelled  with  the  Chartists? — 
Yes,  and  now  he  is  here  for  being  one. 

Did  he  oppose  their  motions  P— He  took 
a  lot  of  men  with  what  they  call  shillelaghs 
and  broke  windows  and  so  on. 

I  ask  you  if  he  opposed  their  motions  P 
— He  opposed  the  meeting,  decidedly. 

He  was  an  Old  Repealer,  was  not  he — ^he 
called  himself  one  P  —Yes. 

Did  he  once  call  you  a  lazy  pauper,  do 
you  remember  P — Never. 

Were  you  ever  a  lazy  pauper  P — I  cannot 
say  what  I  was.  I  will  tell  you  what  I 
think  I  was,  if  you  like. 

Well,  tell  meP— I  think  I  was  a  fool  to 
myself  and  my  family  for  advising  such 
diabolical  and  treacherous  principles. 

Did  you  ever  attend  a  teetotal  meeting  P 
— Yes,  I  have,  and  so  has  M*Donough  too. 

Did  you  not  get  drunk  at  one  of  them  P 
— No,  and  there  is  this  to  be  said 

Did  you  go  there  drunk  P — No,  I  did 
not. 

You  have  gone  through  a  great  manv 
meetings,  but  you  were  fixing  one  which 
I  must  enquire  into  a  litUe.  Upon  the 
11th  I  think  you  say  all  the  defondants 
were  there--will  you  teU  me  when  you 
first  gave  information  of  this  matter?-^ 
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I  gave  information  first  abont  the  be- 
ginning of  August  last. 

At  what  time  in  August  ? — ^About  the 
Ist  or  2nd. 

Where  were  you  then  P — In  gaol. 

To  whom  did  you  first  communicate  this 
matter  in  gaol  P — I  oommunicatcd  it  first 
to  the  chaplain. 

Toil  say  there  were  to  be  cellars  taken 
and  gUD powder  to  be  procui-ed  ? — ^Yes. 

The  gasworks  were  to  be  blown  up  ? — 
Yes. 

Was  there  any  powder  procured  for  that 
purpose,  do  you  know  P — Not  that  I  know 
of;  I  only  swear  to  what  passed. 

What  were  these  lecturers  to  go  about 
for? — They  were  to  go  about  to  make 
known  the  various  plans  of  the  Chartists 
of  Manchester. 

That  is,  the  plans  for  the  burning  of  those 
places,  the  gasworks,  and  so  on  P — ^Yes. 

You  were  a  lecturer,  were  you  ? — I  do 
not  know  whether  they  called  me  a  lecturer. 
I  went  about  in  different  places  as  a 
lecturer. 

In  consequence  of  the  appointment  of 
the  11th  of  April  P — Yes,  and  previous  to 
that. 

Did  yon  lecture  upon  those  different 
matters  P — I  did  not  lecture  in  public  upon 
them.  I  made  them  known  to  private 
committees.  It  would  not  do  lecturing  in 
public,  you  know,  upon  such  matters. 

Where  did  you  first  address  a  meeting  P 
— I  first  addressed  a  meeting  at  Hanley 
in  Staffordshire,  on  Sunday,  the  23rd  of 
April,  at  the  People's  EEall,  at  Longton 
Lane  End. 

Did  you  mention  what  had  been  done  P — 
Not  at  the  public  meeting. 

Did  you  ever  set  up  for  a  convert  to 
Boman  Catholicism  P — Yes,  some  time 
ago;  I  cannot  say  exactly. 

Two  years  ago,  about? — Probably,  it 
nwr  be  something  of  that  kind. 

What  had  you  been  before  that  time? — 
I  had  been  a  regular  attendant  at  St.  Paul's 
Sunday  School,  Bennett  Street,  Man- 
chester. 

Were  you  really  a  convert  P — I  was. 

Who  converted  you  P — ^I  do  not  say  who 
converted  me.  I  say  this :  that,  through 
various  works  which  I  have  read  and 
various  lectures  I  had  heard,  I  was  partly 
})er8uaded  that  they  had  the  truth  upon 
their  side. 

Are  you  one  now  P — I  am  not. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  Do  you  belong  to  any 
particular  church  now  r — ^I  have  attended 
the  church.  I  do  not  belong  to  any  par- 
ticular church. 

Jamee:  Did  you  set  up  as  a  lecturer 
«pon  Bomanism  P — No. 

Were  you  ever  opposed  by  M'Bonofigh 
upon  that. point  9 — ^Mever,  I  have  heard 
him  oppose  others  upon  that  p<unt. 


Do  you  mean  to  swear  he  did  not  oppose 
you  and  call  you  a  Socialist  P — ^Never  in 
this  world. 

Were  you  ever  a  Socialist  P — ^I  have 
been,  I  told  you  before,  an  Owenite. 

When  were  you  an  Owenite  first  P — I 
became  an  Owenite  when  I  first  embraced 
theprinciples  of  Chartism. 

When  did  you  become  a  member  of  the 
Chartist  body  P— About  the  year  1840— 
the  juvenile  Chartist  body. 

AxDBBSON,  B. :  How  old  are  you  now  P 
-26. 

James :  How  long  did  you  continue  one 
of  the  OwenitesP — If  1  must  speak  the 
truth,  there  is  not  a  real  Owenite  in 
existence. 

You  professed  to  be  what  is  not  in 
existence  P — ^Yes. 

Were  you  the  only  real  Owenite  in 
existence  P — I  say  this — that  I  professed 
it,  and  stifled  conscience,  but  I  say  there 
is  not  such  a  thing. 

You  stifled  your  conscience  for  some 
time;  how  long  did  you  stifle  your  con- 
science on  that  occasion  P — I  have  told  you 
once  I  was  a  member  of  that  body  some- 
where about  two  years. 

About  two  years  you  stifled  your  con- 
science; did  it  often  cry  out  upon  you 
during  that  time  P — That  is  my  business ; 
I  shall  not  answer  the  question. 

Is  that  the  only  occasion  wherein  you 
have  stifled  your  conscience  P- -Yes. 

When  you  ceased  to  be  an  Owenite  what 
did  you  become  nextP — You  have  heard 
what  I  became  next. 

What  did  you  then  become  P — I  went 
regalar  to  a  Sabbath  School. 

Till  you  turned,  as  you  say,  Bomanist  P— 
Yes. 

I  went  to  Liverpool  in  May,  and 
stayed  one  nieht  there.  I  then  went  to 
Ireland.  I  had  30«.  with^ne ;  my  parents 
afterwards  sent  me  10«.  to  Dublin,  lOs.  to 
Carlo w,  and  10«.  to  Waterford.  I  returned 
to  Manchester  about  the  third  week  in 
June.  Lecuih  also  went  to  Ireland.  I  saw 
him  g^ing  to  the  train.  I  did  not  see  him 
go.  I  cud  not  see  Leach  in  Ireland. 
Ohadwiek  went  after  I  came  back. 

Cross-examined  by  Atkinson. 

Do  you  remember  making  a  speech  on 
April  3rd  in  Stevenson  Square  P— I  made 
a  speech  there. 

Did  ^ou  upon  that  occasion  use  this 
expression :  **  They  must  have  the  tyran- 
nical government  removed  and  make  them 
fly  along  with  Victoria  and  her  Boyal 
Consort  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean  "P— I 
made  use  of  something  like  that,  but  those 
are  not  the  exact  words. 

The  next  day,  April  the  4th,  did  you 
Drevent  the  stone-breakerB  going  away 
nrom  the.,  meeting  in  Stevenson.  Square 
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when  they  wished  toP — I  advised  t>hem  ' 
not  to  tarn  back,  as  they  had  left  the 
stone-yard;   I  advised  them  to  act  like 
men,  and  not  return. 

On  April  drd,  did  yon  tell  Joseph  Tootle 
yon  were  waiting  to  tnru  out  the  people  at 
the  Labour  Test  Honse  P— No. 

Did  yon  say  yon  should  like  to  bnm  the 
b place  P — No ;  I  know  who  did. 

Did  yon  take  Tootle  round  the  Tibb 
Street  Test  Honse,  and  show  him  the  way 
the  place  might  be  burnt  P — No. 

On  April  16th  did  you  say  you  were 
tired  of  petitioning,  and  hoped  they  would 
sign  the  Petition  with  a  steel  pen  sixteen 
inches  long  that  would  leave  a  markP — 
I  said  I  would  advise  the  people  to  s^ign 
no  more  petitions  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, but  to  get  a  steel  pen  made  sixteen 
inches  long,  with  a  holder  of  eight  or  ten 
feet,  and  to  sign  the  petition  next  in  the 
heart's  blood  of  the  aristocrats  of  this 
connti-y. 

I  believe  there  was  a  body  of  unem- 
ployed men  forming  a  distinct  party  by 
themselves  in  Manchester  P — Yes. 

Acting  for  themselves  and  by  them- 
selves as  distinct  from  the  Chartist  body  P 
— Oh !  no,  we  were  to  do  the  dirtv  work. 

Who  were  youP — WiUiam  Uhadwick, 
William  Sehofidd  — 

Were  you  all  unemployed  or  Chartists  P 
— The  unemployed  committee  were  all 
Chartists. 

But  yon  were  a  separate  committee 
from  the  Chartists,  were  you  notP — We 
were  a  separate  committee  to  do  the 
rough  work. 

That  was  to  get  a  cart  and  get  bread 
and  things  P — No,  the  committee  was  not 
formed  for  that  purpose.  The  committee 
was  formed  for  calling  the  people  together 
and  imposing  upon  their  minds. 

Aldbbson,  B.  :  Surely  the  question  can- 
not turn  upon  an^hins  of  that  kind. 

Atkinson:  I  wish  clearly  to  ascertain 
the  fact  whether  there  were  two  parties  in 
Manchester. 

AiiDBUSON,  B« :  We  shall  not  divcuss  a 
steel  pen  more  or  less,  or  a  barrel  of  gun- 
powder more  av  loss,  it  is  the  general 
credit  of  the  man. 

AQovMon  :  Will  yon  swear  distinctly 
that  OroooU  was  there— this  man  {pointing 
to  the  prisoner)  P— I  will  tell  you  what,  my 
eyesiffht  is  very  bad.    I  cannot  see. 

WiU  your  lordship  permit  him  to  come 
a  little  closer  P 

(The  Witness  came  elose  to  ihe  doeh.) 

Aldbbson,  B.  :  Who  is  that  P  {poinHng  to 
M*Don<mgh)—M*Donough, 

Who  is  the  second  P — Bankin, 

Who  is  the  man  with  the  bald  head 
{OrocotC)  P— Donovan. 

Do  you  know  the  others  sittins  at  the 
table  f  {the  Witness  went  round  to  the  table) 


— I  know  them  by  sight,  all  of  them.  I 
know  that  mau. 

Who  is  that  man  at  the  end  {Donovan)  P 
— I  cannot  call  him  to  mind. 

Look  at  the  others  and  tell  me  who  they 
are. 

Which  are  the  men  yon  say  yon  saw  P 
— Those  are  the  men  there  {in  the  dock). 

Take  this  stick  and  touch  the  men  and 
say  who  they  are  P — I  cannot  say  I  know 
this  man  here. 

Tell  me  if  you  do  or  do  notP — I  cannot 
say  I  do.    I  know  those  men  in  the  dock. 

You  know  them  positively? — I  know 
Bankin  and  M'Donough. 

The  others  you  do  not  knowP — There 
are  many  more  that  are  here  I  know,  but 
I  cannot  say  who  they  are. 

Which  do  you  Imow  P — The  two  men  in 
the  dock. 

Do  you  know  the  others  P — ^No. 

Which  is  Clark  Cropper — ^you  have  been 
talking  of  him  a  great  deal  P — ^That  is  the 
man  there. 

Which  P— The  first  (potn^n^  to  Chadwick). 

You  gay  that  is  Clark  Cropper  f — Yes. 

Is  he  the  man  to  whom  you  refer  P-^ 
That  man*s  name  there  is  Ba/nkin  {pointing 
to  him),  that  is  Miohael  M*Donough,  and 
that  is {the  Witness  hesitated). 

You  do  not  know  his  name  P — ^No,  but  I 
have  seen  him  repeatedly  at  meetings. 

What  have  yon  heard  him  do  P — I  have 
heard  him  both  propose  and  second  reso- 
lutions, and  I  have  heard  the  other  man 
{QrocoU). 

Attorney-General:  Who  is  the  other P — 
I  have  been  in  prison,  and  it  has  had  such 
an  efiect  that  it  takes  away  my  eyes.  I  do 
not  see  who  the  party  is.  I  would  sooner 
have  had  the  men  placed  by  themselves 
and  picked  them  out. 

Look  at  this  man  and  see  if  you  know 
him ;  if  not,  say  so  P — I  know  mm  partly 
by  sight. 

Who  is  heP— I  cannot  mention  his 
name. 

Look  at  the  next,  do  yon  know  him  P 
You  are  near-sighted  yon  say  P 

Alobbsov,  B.  :  If,  Mr.  Attomey-Oeneralt 
he  cannot  see  them  when  he  is  so  near 
them,  how  can  I  know  he  saw  t^em  in 
the  room  P 

Attomet/'Oeneral :  I  am  quite  aware  of 
that,  my  lord.  ^ 

Cross-examined  by  D^endant  White, 

Did  the  Chartist  body  ever  employ  you 
as  a  lecturer  P — They  never  did  pay  me  ae 
any  lecturer. 

Did  they  ever  appoint  yon  in  any  shape 
or  form  to  be  lecturer  for  them  P — ^I  was 
appointed  by  the  committee  of  the  nnem- 
ployed,  who  were  Chartists. 

That  was  not  the  Chartist  body  F— Thej 
were  Chartists. 
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I  ask  you  were  yon  ever  regularly  ap- 
pointed as  a  leoturer  of  the  Chartist  body  P 
— Since  they  were  a  body  of  Chartists,  I 
suppose  I  was  appointed  by  the  Chartist 
body. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  Do  not  speak  in  that  tone. 

The  Witness:  When  I  hear  a  person's 
voice  who  I  know  to  be  guilty 

Aldjbeson,  B.  :  It  is  not  for  yoa  to  pro- 
nounce any  man  guilty.  Vou  have  quite 
eaough  to  do  to  take  care  of  yourself. 

Be-examined  by  the  Attorney -QeneraX, 

Do  you  reoognize  the  voice  of  the  person 
who  puc  the  question  to  you  P — ^Yes. 

Wno  was  it  P — I  do  not  know  his  name, 
but  I  recognize  the  voice. 

Attovney-Qeneral :  That  is  the  case  for 
the  prosecution,  my  lord.  If  it  is  any 
relief  to  my  learned  friends  who  appear 
for  the  defendants,  or  to  those  who  defend 
themselves,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  tell 
them  that  I  shall  not  i-ely  upon  the  testi- 
mony of  that  witness. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  Of  course  not. 

Attorney- General :  Of  coorse,  I  could  not 
tell  that  his  evidence  would  be  such. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  You  cannot  rely  upon  the 
testimony  of  that  person  as  to  identity. 

Attorney- Oeneral :  No,  I  cannot  do  so. 

Ajudebson,  B.  :  It  may  be  true,  or  not,  as 
to  the  general  statement  of  what  took  place. 

Attomey-Oeneral :  It  is  quite  right  that 
these  matters  should  be  above  all  suspi- 
cion. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  It  is  far  too  dangerous  to 
rely  upon  his  testimony  as  to  anything  of 
identity. 

Attorney-General:  Certainly,  my  lord. 
That  is  the  case  for  the  prosecution. 

Sfbeches  pob  the  Defence. 

lEduford  Jamest  for  Chadwich  and 
M*Lonough,  appealed  to  the  Court  and 
jury  on  account  of  the  defendants*  youth 
and  inexperience,  and  the  small  part  they 
were  shown  to  have  taken,  and  announced 
their  intention  to  withdraw  their  pleas. 
M'b(mough  had  on  several  occasions  pro- 
tected the  police.  He  was  an  Old  Re- 
pealer, and  detested  phvsical  force.  He 
had  no  sympathy  witn  the  Chartists. 
Chadwich  desired  to  express  kis  sorrow 
for  what  he  had  done.  He  had  been 
led  away  by  the  notion  that  he  was  a 
ffood  speaker.  He  was  only  18,  and 
had  been  a  Temperance  Lecturer,  and 
80  acquired  fluency  and  facility.  By 
accident  he  was  present  at  some  meeting, 
and  brought  in  to  move  a  resolution.  He 
was  much  applauded,  and  induced  to 
attend  again,  and  to  speak  violently  in 
consequence  of  the  applause  that  followed. 
He  was  working  honestly  when  arrested, 
and  his  master  was  willing  to  take  him 
back. 


The  defendants  Chadwich  and  WBonough 
withdrew  their  pleas  and  pleaded  guilty.  , 

Atkinson,  for  Chocott  and  Banhin,  com- 
mented on  the  breakdown  of  the  informer 
BaWs  evidence,  which  left  the  case  resting 
wholly  on  Cooheon  and  CotHngham^s  evi- 
dence. They  reported  under  circumstances 
of  the  greatest  difficulty,  even  for  good 
reporters,  lliey  did  not  take  down  the 
speeches  at  the  time ;  and  nothing  is  more 
difficult  than  to  assign  the  speeches  to  the 
right  speakers  in  compiling  a  report  after- 
wards.  Coohson  was  only  a  linendraper. 
Reporters  of  the  public  press  must  have 
been  present,  but  they  were  not  called.  No 
doubt,  if  Coohsons  statements  were  to  be 
admitted  unreservedly,  Eanhin  had  made 
statements  and  appeals  that  could  not  be 
justified,  but  the  exciting  circumstances 
of  the  time  must  be  considered,  and  if  his 
motives  were  found  to  be  innocent  the 
iury  would  acquit  him.  As  for  Grooott, 
he  was  proved,  on  one  occasion,  to  have 
reproved  Chadwich  for  appealing  to  arms, 
and  forced  him  to  apologize  to  the  meet- 
ing. Now  that  the  informer  BalVe  evi- 
dence was  thrown  over,  there  was  no 
evidence  of  any  dark  or  secret  conspiracy 
to  effect  the  objects  in  the  indictment. 
Whatever  was  done  was  done  openly  at 
meetiings,  to  which  no  one  was  refused 
admission.] 

As  far  as  regards  the  working  people 
of  Manchester,  they  are  of  a  sedentary 
character,  and  they  have  always  been, 
I  say,  whether  for  good  or  evil,  addicted 
to  political  disQuisitions  and  discus- 
sion;'and  no  doubt,  gentlemen,  the  fact 
is  to  be  deplored,  that,  whenever  there 
has  been  a  dearth,  and  misery  has  en- 
tered into  the  homes  of  the  working 
men,  carrying  disease  and  hunger  and 
wretchedness  with  it,  men  in  the  blind- 
ness of  their  ago;iy  and  in  their  ignorance 
mieht  well  turn  towards  a  political  change; 
and,  gentlemen,  you  must  not  weigh  as  was 
well  said  by  the  Attorney- General  in  an- 
other case,  m  golden  scales,  speeches  and 
expressions  uttered  iu  a  moment  of  fevered 
excitement,  under  the  pressure  of  that 
misery  when  men  are  groaning  in  despair 
and  treat  them  as  you  would  men  lapped 
in  affluence  and  men  having  nothing  but 
interest  and  ambition  to  gratify.  You  are 
to  look  at  the  circumstances  of  these  men, 
and  it  is  before  you  distinctly  in  evidence 
that  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year 
owin^  to  the  universal  commercial  de- 
pression which  followed  the  changes  upon 
the  Continent,  the  working  man  was  the 
first  to  feel  the  misery  which  reached 
even  the  middle  class.  The  factories  were 
closed  in  great  numbers,  men  were  frantic 
with  misery  and  were  almost  starving, 
and  you  have  it  in  evidence  that  they 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


763] 


The  Queen  agaimat  Rankin  and  other»,  1848. 


[764 


were  employed  in  picking  oakom  in  Tibb 
Street  and  that  the  unemployed  committee 
suggested  that  a  cart  should  be  sent  round 
to  receive  fragments  and  odd  matters  to 
fill  the  months  of  those  who  were  literally 
starving.  I  only  use  this  to  call  npon  yon 
in  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  which 
rests  in  yon  in  that  box  not  to  weigh  in 
golden  scales  any  intemperate  expres- 
sions which  have  been  nsed  by  these  men. 

IBefendant  Cropper  stated  that  after  the 
arrest  of  sixteen  men  in  Manchester,  he 
went  to  the  Borough  Court  on  the  follow- 
ing day  to  see  if  any  assistance  was  re- 
qnired.  A  policeman  told  him  he  was 
suspected  of  being  a  Chartist,  and  he  was 
detained  two  honrs.  The  same  day  his 
house  was  ransacked,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  papers  seized,  but  no  evidence  of  con- 
gpiracy  had  been  fonnd  in  them.  The 
following  week  he  was  arrested  on  a  bench 
warrant,  and  put  under  two  752.  bails. 
He  complained  that  he  had  been  sent  to 
Kirkdale  GaoI  for  a  fortnight,  and  taken 
backwards  and  forwards  between  the  gaol 
and  the  Court  loaded  like  a  murderer  with 
huge  big  irons  strapped  round  his  legs. 
He  complained  that  he  had  not  seen  the 
depositions,  and  denied  that  he  had  been 
present  at  Blackstoue  Edge,  as  stated  by 
CoUingham. 

There  was  a  man  whose  name  was 
Georoe  E.  Clnrhe,  who  had  often  been  con- 
fused with  him  in  Manchester  papers,  and 
these  witnesses  wore  likely  to  be  less 
accurate  than  the  press  reporters.] 

I  believe,  in  looking  over  the  speeches 
they  attribute  to  me,  you  will  not  find 
above  six  or  seven  reported.  Gentlemen, 
I  disclaim  those  speeches  altogether.  In 
fact,  the  greater  number  of  my  speeches 
have  been  to  the  effect  that,  unless  a  work- 
ing man  is  determined  bv  his  individual 
self  and  by  his  own  individual  exertions  to 
raise  himself  in  society,  no  form  of  govern- 
ment, let  it  be  what  it  may,  can  ever  do 
him  good.  This,  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
has  been  my  foundation  in  advocating  t£e 
principles  of  universal  suffrage. 

Do  not  be  prejudiced  against  me  be- 
cause I  bear  the  name  of  Cnartist.  I  am 
an  Englishman  by  birth  and  I  am  proud 
of  the  name,  and  if  it  has  been  stated  in 
this  Court  l^at  real  or  imaginary  evils  are 
in  existence  I  do  not  know,  but  I  have 
felt  the  shoe  to  pinch  me  through  the 
want  of  employment ;  there  is  no  imagi- 
nation in  tnat,  there  is  reality.  The^e 
matters  have  caused  me  to  have  attended 
more  meetings  when  the  excitement  of 
the  time  was  prevailing.  Did  not  you 
feel  excited  at  that  very  time  F  I  know  in 
the  town  of  Manchester  whenever  I  went 
down  near  the  Exchange  or  Telegraph  it 
was  swarming  with  hundreds  and  thou- 


sands waiting  to  receive  the  daily  papers 
and  the  telegraphic  despatches ;  and,  if  a 
working  man  febls  the  same  interest  with 
the  best  intentions  and  the  best  purposes 
and  with  a  true  and  honest  feeling,  I  hope 
yon  will  not  hold  me  responsible  when 
otjiers  have  crept  in  on  purpose  to  receive 
the  wages  of  a  spy  or  the  wages  of  an  in- 
former, to  come  forth  like  that  man  Ball. 
He  has  been  retained  for  some  purpose,  as 
he  spoke  so  violently  himself  that  it  seems 
he  was  the  leader  of  other  young  ones 
into  the  trap.  In  relation  to  the  maeis- 
trates  of  Manchester  on  the  31st  of  May, 
I  was  one  of  a  deputation  which  waited 
upon  them  to  go  and  stop  the  procession 
coming  from  Oldham.  For  that  very  act, 
doing  what  they  desired  I  would  do,  I  dare 
not  for  some  time  be  found  bv  individuals 
who  were  of  a  dark  and  robbing  disposi- 
tion who,  I  firmly  beh'eve,  onlj  wantea  the 
men  to  come  in  that  they  might  plunder 
the  shopkeepers.  I  discharged  that  duty 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Donovan^  and  we 
stopped  the  procession ;  and  though,  gen- 
tlemen, I  may  perhaps  be  thought  to  have 
had  some  power  in  that,  I  can  only  say  the 
power  I  had  was  a  power  of  doing  good 
and  to  prevent  evil  designing  men  from 
accomplishing  their  purposes.  Had  I 
been  desirous  of  a  collision  with  the 
authorities,  had  I  been  desirous  of  break- 
ing the  peace,  do  you  think  I  should  have 
been  found  to  go  up  the  Oldham  Road 
and  when  I  found  the  toll  bar  shut,  to  do 
as  I  did.  I  found  Mr.  Beawick  and  Mr. 
Leary,  Do  you  think  if  I  had  been  in- 
tending to  do  anything  wrong  or  to  violate 
the  peace  I  should  have  been  found  in 
open  day  going  thtough  the  police,  as  they 
were  standing  with  drawn  swords,  and 
speaking  even  to  the  commander-in-chief 
of  that  division.  I  leave  that  circum- 
stance to  your  own  consideration 

Defendani  Donovan:  My  lord,  gentle- 
men of  the  jury,  I  perceive  that  to-day 
some  of  the  men,  or  one  at  least  who  is 
placed  at  the  bar,  said  he  was  not  a 
Chartist,  and  that  he  would  wish  to  suffer 
any  punishment  rather  than  acknowledge 
his  being  so.  I  stand  here  to  tell  you  that 
I  am  proud  of  being  a  Chartist,  that  I  am 
a  Chartist;  and  that  I  glory  in  the  name 
of  Chartist.  I  should  consider  I  was 
doing  myself  as  well  as  you  a  gross  in- 
justice if  I  did  not  make  this  plain  and 
decided  acknowledgment,  and  while  I  do 
that,  I  distinctly  and  deliberately  say  that, 
so  far  as  my  knowledge  of  Chartism  goes, 
the  man  that  charges  Chartists  with  being 
anxious  like  Socialists  to  destroy  property 
and  divide  it  is  not  making  a  just  charge 
against  Chartists.  I  observed  that  when 
the  Attortiey- General  commenced  his  ad- 
dress he  stated  that  he  was  sorry  at  the 
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oourse  he  was  compelled  to  take  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  priaonerB  now  before  you 
wonld  not  acknowledge  the  sapremaoy  of 
the  law  through  pleading  goiltj.  If  I 
thought  I  was  gailty  of  any  moral  crime, 
I  should  not  have  the  effrontery  to  stand 
before  you  —  I  should  bow  with  due 
respect  to  the  Attorney*  Oeneral ;  but  be- 
lieving that  I  am  not  guilty  of  any 
moral  crime  and  that  I  have  respect  to 
the  laws  of  my  country,  and  believing  thafc 
I  respect  these  laws  as  much  as  any  man 
who  sits  in  this  Court,  I  am  here  to  defend 
the  unjust  imputations  laid  against  me. 

The  Atlomey'Oenercbl  also  in  his  opening 
speech  stated  that  we  were  men  professing 
tne  ideas  of  Socialists  and  wishing  to  de- 
stroy property.  When  that  statement  was 
maoe  I  little  expected  indeed  that  the 
man  upon  whom  the  Attorney' Oenerdl 
chiefly  relied  was  not  a  Socialist,  but  an 
Owenite  as  he  says  he  was.  I  did  not  ex- 
pect that  the  Attorney ^Qeneral  would  have 
selected  one  of  that  class  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  his  case ;  and  I  leave  you,  gen- 
tlemen of  the  jury,  to  judge  of  the  worth 
of  the  character  which  he  brought  forth 
under  that  name. 

Gentlemen,  I  wish  to  call  your  attention 
for  a  moment  to  the  fact  that  I  am  a 
Chartist  and  why  I  am  one.  I  believe  it 
is  possible  to  mend  the  laws  of  this 
country.  I  may  be  in  error,  but  I  believe 
it  is  the  right  of  every  man  of  sound 
mind  untainted  with  crime,  of  twenty-one 
years  of  i^e,  to  have  one  yote  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  dBputy  who  is  about  to  become 
part  and  parcel  of  the  law  makers  for 
society.  I'his  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I 
became  a  Chartist,  and  I  believe  from  what 
I  have  seen  of  the  present  state  of  the  law 
as  well  as  the  country,  that  if  such  was 
the  acknowledged  law-making  system  of 
the  country,  the  present  state  of  things 
would  not  exist.  Therefore  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  it  is  well  that  that  should  be 
established.  I  also  believe  that  the  pre- 
sent electoral  districts  of  this  country 
should  be  altered,  where  one  man  that  I 
could  name  has  a  representation  of  104 
votes  and  sits  as  a  member  of  Parliament, 
making  the  laws  of  the  country,  while 
I  see  that  the  member  for  the  West 
Biding  of  Yorkshire  perhaps  may  have  to 
register  in  his  favour  10,000  or  16,000 
votes.  I  think  that  the  man  being  the 
representative  of  104  votes  ought  not  to 
have  the  same  power  as  the  man  repre- 
senting the  16,000  votes.  It  is  because  of 
the  distinction  in  that  arrangement  that  I 
am  to  a  certain  extent  a  Chartist.  It  is 
not  for  me  to  follow  this  matter  further. 
I  merely  give  you  these  two  instances 
why  it  is  1  am  a  Chartist.  I  recognize 
the  remainder  of  the  Charter  as  thoroughly 
as  I  do  these  points. 


Aldebson,  B.  :  There  is  no  objection  to 
any  persons  holding  those  opinions  and 
supporting  them  in  peace  and  tranquillity. 
It  may  be  that  they  are  erroneous,  one 
man  thinks  they  are  right  and  another 
man  thinks  they  are  wrong,  but  each  man 
should  support  them  by  fair  argument. 

LefendmU  Donovan :  That  is  my  opinion. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  It  is  my  opinion,  too. 
There  has  never  been  any  discussion  about 
that. 

IBonovan  proceeded  to  say  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  issuing  the  placard 
announcing  the  meeting  and  procession 
for  May  Slst,  but  that  after  the  authorities 
had  prohibited  it,  he  had  two  interviews 
with  the  magistrates  at  the  Town  Hall, 
and,  finding  they  were  determined  to  pre« 
vent  it,  went  out  to  meet  the  procession 
on  his  own  responsibility  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  life  and  preserving  the  public 
peace.  He  told  them  it  would  be  worse 
than  madness  to  do  anything  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  authorities  who  had  so  much 
power.  The  result  of  his  action  was  that 
it  was  said  he  had  been  bribed  and  more 
than  a  dozen  attempts  were  made  on  his 
life  that  day ;  be  was  hunted  into  Whit- 
taker^e  hotel  by  a  thousand  people,  and 
had  to  escape  over  a  wall  at  the  back.  As 
to  the  meeting  at  the  People's  Institute 
on  May  21st,  he  had  said  that  before  a 
week  hundreds  of  lives  would  be  lost  in 
Ireland,  but  that  was  in  answer  to  Dr, 
Reynolds,  who  said,  that  the  next  time 
there  was  an  election  for  a  conference,  he 
wonld  offer  himself  for  election,  and  re- 
present the  voice  of  Manchester,  and  not 
allow  moral  cowards  such  as  himself  and 
Lecich  to  represent  them.  It  was  in  reply 
to  this  that  Donovan  stated  that  Dr.  Mey* 
nolds*  language  would  result  in  the  death 
of  hundreds  in  Ireland.  The  witness  had 
only  reported  the  bad  part  of  the  speeches 
and  not  the  good.] 

I  should  be  at  once  acquitted,  were  not 
the  law  such,  as  I  understand,  that  if  I  am 
at  meetings  where  men  use  inflammatory 
language,  no  matter  whether  I  repudiate 
it  or  not,  I  must  take  my  share  of  the  re- 
sponisibility. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  I  will  tell  the  jury  it  is 
only  those  who  are  present  and  assent  that 
are  guilty. 

Defenda/nt  West :  Gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
I  have  been,  like  most  of  the  others,  placed 
in  this  very  unfavourable  position,  that  I 
knew  not  what  evidence  the  Attomey'Qene' 
ral  was  likely  to  bring  a^inst  me  to-day, 
and  consequently  it  was  impossible  that  I 
could  be  prepared  with  witnesses  to  rebut 
the  statements  made  against  me.  His 
lordship  has  stated  that  it  is  part  of  the  law 
that  depositions,  when  they  are  taken  iti 
criminal  cases,  can  be  given. 
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AxDEBSON,  B. :  Felony  cases. 

Defendant  West:  But  it  is  not  so  in 
ordinary  cases.  In  ordinary  cases  I  have 
generally  found  the  fact  to  be  this,  that 
where  a  party  was  apprehended  upon  a 
warrant  he  was  brought  before  the  magis- 
trates, the  depositions  were  taken  down 
in  his  presence,  and  upon  that  his  commit- 
ment was  made  out.  I  was  arrested  upon 
a  bench  warrant. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  a  bench  warrant  is  not  a 
warrant  of  a  magistrate.  It  issues  after 
the  bill  has  been  found  by  the  grand  jury. 

Defendant  West :  So  1  understand. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  There  is  no  deposition 
there;  there  is  only  what  the  witnesses 
have  said  before  the  grand  jury,  which  is 
secret,  because  they  are  a  secret  tribunal. 

Defendant  West:  However,  I  do  put 
it  to  the  jury  as  a  case  of  great  hard- 
ship. The  Atfom&y- General  in  his  open- 
ing speech  upon  this  case  endeayoured 
to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  jury 
that  Chartism  had  some  particular  inten- 
tion, that  the  true  meaning  of  Chartism 
was  to  persuade  people  that  the  property 
of  the  rich  should  be  divided  amongst 
the  poor  and  that  they  would  be  benefited. 
He  said  their  object  was  to  show,  by  the 
division  of  the  property  of  the  country, 
that  the  people  would  be  benefited.  I  wish 
distinctly  that  it  should  be  understood  by 
this  Court  and  hj  the  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  what  in  reality  I  mean  by  Chartism. 
I  do  not  mean  the  mere  machinery  of 
government,  but  I  mean  to  say  that  the 
Chartists  have  an  object  in  view  which  is 
to  better  the  social  condition  of  labouring 
men  We  do  not  want  to  destroy  property, 
but  we  do  say,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
truth  which  will  not  be  contradicted,  that 
every  human  being  that  Gk>d  has  created 
has  a  right  to  live,  and  that  they  have 
a  right  by  their  labour  to  have  the 
means  of  living.  I  have  also  endea- 
voured always  to  .  impress  u(K>n  those 
classes  above  me  in  society  that  this  was 
another  great  truth,  that  there  were  only 
three  ways  by  which  working  men  could 
live— by  their  labour,  or  as  paupers,  or  as 
criminalB.  And  I  put  it  to  you>  if  you  ever 
had  in  your  minds  a  prejudice  against 
Chartism,  that  this  in  reality  is  all  i  have 
ever  done  during  my  life,  to  impress  upon 
the  middle  and  upper  classes  that  it  is 
better  to  allow  the  working  classes  to  live 
by  their  labour  than  to  have  to  support 
them  as  paupers  or  criminals. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  We  are  discussing  matters 
abont  which  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  is 
not  what  you  are  accused  of.  Tou  are 
accused  of  attempting  to  accomplish  cer- 
tain objects  by  force  of  arms  and  by  vio- 
lence, which  you  recommended  others  to 
use.  That  is  the  only  point  for  you  to 
discuss. 


Attom&y-(}enerdl :  And  also  having  been 
present  at  an  unlawful  assembly. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  I  will  tell  you  what  an  un- 
lawful assembly  is.  It  is  an  assembly  of  mul- 
titudes of  people  in  which  violent  speeches 
are  used,  tending  to  excite  the  alarm  of 
people  who  dwell  in  the  neighbourhood,  so 
as,  oy  their  general  appearance,  by  their 
being  armed,  by  the  violence  of  the  lan- 
guage used,  to  set  the  different  orders  of 
people  at  anger  one  against  the  other.  All 
such  meetings  are  in  themselves  unlawful 
assemblies ;  and  it  is  an  offence  to  remain 
at  such  a  meeting  after  you  discover  it  to 
be  so.  If  I  am  present  at  a  meeting  and 
discover  it  to  be  an  improper  meeting,  my 
duty  is  to  leave  it  and  go  home.  You  are 
accused  of  one  of  those  two  acts.  I  sup- 
pose it  would  be  rather  the  latter  than  the 
former. 

Defendant  West:  As  I  understand,  as 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  read  what  is  said 
of  the  law  of  conspiracy,  there  must  be  a 
common  intent  ana  purpose  shown.  I  am 
in  an  indictment  here  with  a  large  number 
of  individuals  whom  I  never  saw  in  my 
life.  I  never  heard  of  their  names  till  I 
saw  them  in  the  indictment,  and  it  is 
rather  a  curious  circumstance  to  me  that  I 
should  conspire  with  men  whom  I  never 
saw,  never  spoke  to,  and  never  had  any 
written  communication  with.  There  has 
been  no  evidence  brought  to  the.  Bar  to 
prove  that  I  have  been  in  correspondence 
or  secret  connections  with  any  one  of  the 
individuals  I  am  charged  with  conspiring 
with,  and  I  do  think  Her  Majesty's  Attor- 
ney-General  ought  at  all  events  to  have 
brought  some  evidence  to  show  that  the 
conspiracy  did  exist  between  me  and  the 
other  parties.  I  do  think  it  is  unfair..that, 
in  conducting  this  prosecution,  the  Atior^ 
ney- General  should  leave  the  whole  case  to 
Bestvick's  policemen.  I  do  not  like  this 
prosecution  to  be  dignified  with  the  name 
of  a  State  prosecution,  it  is  too  contemp- 
tible for  it ;  it  is  Mr.  Beswiok  who  has  got 
up  this  matter,  and  I  am  only  sorry  that 
so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Court  has  been 
wasted  in  considering  this  matter,  or  that 
Her  Majesty's  Attorney- General  should  be 
compelled,  as  he  stated,  to  come  hero 
to  bring  this  into  a  Court  of  Justice. 
IWest  proceeded  to  say  that  on  May  18th 
he  had  not  recommended  them  to  use 
pitchforks,  or  said  that  the  streets  would 
flow  with  blood.  That  language  was 
taken  from  an  Irish  newspaper,  and  he 
repudiated  it.  Nor  had  he  spoken  on  the 
2l8t  about  gaining  the  Charter  by  physical 
force.  He  was  not  present  as  a  delegate 
from  Stockport,  but  because  he  happened 
to  be  in  Manchester, 

Defendant  White  followed,  and  again 
denounced    BalVs    evidence.      He     piro- 
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ceeded  to  refer  to  his  action  in  saring 
the  pohoeman  at  Blackstone  Edge,  and 
denied  that  he  had  nsed  the  langnaffe 
alleged.  If  they  were  to  he  made 
responsihle*  for  their  speeches,  proper 
reporters,  and  not  ignorant  policemen, 
should  have  heen  sent  to  the  meetings. 
He  denied  that  he  had  been  party  to 
any  conspiracy,  and  stated  that  he  oonld 
call  the  Mayor  and  Vicar  of  Bradford  to 
speak  to  his  work  in  preserving  the  peace 
of  that  town. 

Befendcmk  Leach  followed,  and  admitted 
that  the  reports  of  his  speeches  were  cor- 
rect, but  they  would  have  sounded  even 
more  moderate  if  reported  in  full.  He  was 
a  Chartist,  but  during  the  twenty-two  years 
he  had  spent  in  Manchester,  he  had  been 
more  a  peacemaker  than  a  peace -breaker. 
He  was  not  in  Manchester  at  all  from 
April  2nd  to  April  20th,  during  which 
time  he  was  accused  of  attending  meet- 
ings there.  As  to  burning  churches, 
scarcely  a  week  passed  without  hiu  giving 
a  mite  to  the  church  or  Snnday-schools.I 

Defendant  Nixon :  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
considered  presumptuous  in  defending 
mvself  here  this  night  from  the  charges 
which  have  been  made  against  me.  I 
admit  many  talented  men  who  surround 
me  are  more  capable  of  defending  me 
than  I  am  myself,  but  believing,  like 
some  of  the  other  defendants,  that  my 
motives  have  been  right,  that  my  only 
exertions  have  been  to  see  my  country 
benefited  and  to  see  the  working  classes 
in  that  position  in  which  I  believe  as 
Englishmen  they  should  be  placed,  and 
believing  my  motives  and  exertions  have 
been  right  and  governed  by  just  prin- 
ciples, if  I  have  done  wrong,  I  will  openly 
confess  it  here.  I  don't  wish  to  get  off,  if 
I  have  broken  the  laws  of  my  country,  by 
the  superior  talent  of  any  other  individual 
or  by  an^  technicalities  in  the  law.  I 
will  submit  to  be  punished,  if  I  have  done 
wrong;  and,  therefore,  it  is  upon  this 
determination  that  I  have  maintained  my 
right  to  defend  myself  against  the  wishes 
of  my  friends. 

I  had  rather  not  say  anything  at  all 
upon  the  present  occasion,  if  I  could  meet 
with  that  clemencv  from  the  Attorney ^ 
General  which  he  has  accorded  to  many 
of  the  other  defendants.  I  am  charged 
with  having  attended  four  meetings  in 
the  early  part  of  April  last.  I  admit 
attending  these  meeting,  and  I  admit 
speaking  rashly  and  foolishly,  and  letting 
my  feelings  overcome  my  better  judg- 
ment, being  inexperienced  and  having  no 
education,  only  what  I  have  gained  at  a 
Sunday-school,  and  by  hours  stolen  from 
labour;  having  suffered  privations,  per- 
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secution  and  misery,  whioh,  were  I  to; 
enumerate  them,  would  bring  teard  into 
the  eyes  of  every  one  in  the  Court. 
Having  had  these  privations  to  contend 
with  from  my  infancy,  having  been. left 
without  father,  and  from  my  earliest 
recollection  having  had  no  one  to  bring 
me  up  or  counsel  me,  I  have  been  thrown 
upon  the  troubled  waters  of  misery  and 
persecution ;  and  I  believe,  in  the  misery 
and  suffering  and  wretchedness  and  vice 
in  the  midst  of  which  I  was  brought  up 
through  circumstances,  had  I  not  become 
a  Chartist  at  a  very  early  age,  and  fond 
of  reading  and  attending  meetings  to  get 
instruction  where  I  could,  had  not  I 
listened  to  the  good  advice  of  some  of  the 
defendants  who  surround  me — that  the 
only  way  to  pass  through  life  honestly 
was  to  work  and  to  inquire,  to  learn,  to 
read,  and  to  act  upon  honest  and  just 
principles — I  do  believe  that,  had  it  not 
been  tor  some  of  the  defendants  aronnd 
me,  I  should  not  have  been  in  my  native 
land  or  in  the  dock  at  the  present  time. 
I  need  not  be  ashamed  to  avow  this.  We 
are  all  creatures  of  circumstances ;  and  if 
these  circumstances  over  which  I  have 
had  no  control  have  arisen,  if  society  in  its 
unjustness  has, brought  misery  upon  me,  I 
am  not  to  blame.  Some  of  the  defendants 
have  given  me  their  good  instructions  and 
good  advice,  which  I  have  taken. 

Up  to  the  4th  of  April  I  have  main- 
tained an  honest  and  upright  character. 
I  have  worked  from  the  early  age  of 
six  years  for  my  livelihood,  and  this  is 
the  first  occasion  of  my  appearing  before 
such  a  tribunal  as  the  present.  4-^  ^^^ 
trade  to  which  I  belong,  which  is  glass 
making,  we  are  required  to  work  all 
night.  Through  some  misfortune  our 
metal  wm  not  ready  on  the  3rd  of  April 
to  begin  in  the  morning,  and  walking 
through  the  town  I  came  to  New  Cross. 
I  saw  a  great  many  people  with  Mr.  BaU 
taking  down  a  number  of  names  of  the 
unemployed  to  go  as  a  deputation  to  the 
Mayor  of  Manchester.  I  had  been  ac- 
quainted a  few  years  back  with  Bail,  he 
being  a  member  of  the  Temperance 
Society  to  which  I  belonged.  We  recog- 
nized each  other,  though  we  had  not  seen 
each  other  for  three  years ;  he  asked  me 
whether  I  would  accompany  him  as  a 
deputation.  I  said  willingly,  if  the  people 
here  elect  me  as  one  of  the  representatives, 
I  will  go  upon  the  spur  of  a  moment.  I 
accompanied  him  down  to  the  Mayor  and 
magistrates  at  the  Town  Hall ;  the  Mayor 
and  magistrates  received  us  courteously, 
and  in  a  familiar  and  praiseworthy  spirit. 
They  reasoned  with  us  upon  the  distress 
which  existed,  showing  us  that  they  had 
no  control  over  it,  but  all  they  could  do 
was  to  recommend  the  poeple  to  go  to  the 
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Poor  Law  Guardians  and  to  demand  the 
relief  they  were  entitled  to.  The  Board 
of  Gnurdians  promised  they  would  do  what 
the  Mayor  and  magistrates  stated  at  the 
time.  We  retnmea  again  to  Stevenson 
Square.  Ball  in  the  morning,  with  some 
of  the  parties,  had  got  np  a  placard  to  call 
a  meeting  for  the  3rd  of  April  in  Steven- 
son Square.  T  was  not  aware  that  such 
a  meeting  was  to  take  place.  I  attended 
that  meeting,  and  that  was  the  first 
meeting  I  attended.  I  moved  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  Mayor  and  magistrates  for 
the  kind  manner  in  whioh  they  had  re- 
ceived us,  and  seeing  the  misery  depicted 
in  the  conntenanoes  of  the  men  around 
me,  having  suffered  the  pain  and  pangs 
of  hunger,  and  knowing  what  it  was  to 
feel  for  my  conntrymen,  I  spoke  with 
excitement  on  that  occasion.  1  admit  I 
did  80,  and  I  have  regretted  it  since.  The 
witness  stated  that  I  advised  the  people 
to  get  arms  before  they  slept.  He  admits 
that  the  meeting  was  composed  of  young 
men  and  boys,  and  all  unemployed.  If  I 
could  be  so  senseless  as  to  aavise  men  out 
of  employment  to  go  and  buy  arms  to 
fight  with,  there  ought  to  be  a  jury  of 
physicianB  sitting  here. to  see  whether  I 
was  of  right  mind  or  not,  instead  of  a 
JWT  to  try  me  for  seditious  riots,  tumults^ 
and  I  do  not  know  what. 

Now  let  me  state  a  fact,  which  is 
creditable  to  some  of  the  defendants  but 
not  as  to  me,  namely,  that  the  defendants, 
always  having  a  regard  to  the  peace  of 
the  town  in  their  character  of  men  and  of 
Chartists,  summoned  me  upon  that  night 
to  appear  before  them  to  answer  for  my 
conauot  in  speaking  at  that  meeting,  and 
being  connected  with  Mr.  Ball  and  the 
transactions  of  the  unemployed.  I  had 
only  become  mixed  up  with  them  upon 
that  morning.  I  appeared  before  them 
at  8  o'clock  at  nignt  at  the  People's 
Institute.  There  were  present  OrocoU, 
Banhin,  Clarke,  and  Flinn,  and  some  of 
the  other  defendants.  Thev  asked  me 
what  I  thousht  of  myself  for  being  in 
company  with  such  a  man  as  Ball,  and 
pointed  out  to  me  several  incidents  in  his 
cliai*acter,  his  violent  speeches,  and  his 
manner  of  proceeding.  They  disclaimed 
the  violent  proceedings  in  the  town,  and 
said  that,  if  anything  should  happen  from 
tbeir  proceedings,  I,  as  being  a  Chartist 
acd  a  recognized  member  of  the  Chartist 
body,  shomd  taring  disgrace  upon  them. 
I  knew  litUe  of  Ball's  character;  from 
what  little  I  did  know  of  him  I  believed 
him  to  be  honest  and  sincere,  and  wishing 
to  do  all  the  good  he  could,  like  myself.  I 
was  indignant  at  their  language  towards 
me,  and  1  said  that  I  believed  BaU  to  be 
honest,  and  that  I  believed  I  was  doing 
right,  and  that  I  would  not  be  oontrolled 


by  them.  Had  not  I  been  foolish  and 
headstrong,  had  not  I  been  enthusiastio 
and  ignorant,  I  should  have  listened  to 
them.  I  said  I  would  please  myself  in 
my  conduct,  how  I  acted.  W«ll,  said  the 
defendants,  if  you  do,  we  will  expunge 
your  name  from  the  books  of  our  society, 
and  if  you  get  yourself  into  difficulties  we 
will  show  you  no  sympathy.  I  said,  very 
well,  and  my  name  was  expunged  frt>m 
the  books  of  the  association.  But,  though 
I  saw  my  error,  I  would  not  go  and  admit 
that  I  had  been  wrong.  I  feel  bound  in 
honour  to  the  defendaiits,  and  in  justice 
to  them,  to  state  these  facts  before  you. 
These  facte  may  militate  against  me,  but 
I  am  sure  they  will  go  in  their  favour ; 
they  are  the  truth.  I  can  only  regret 
that  I  did  not  listen  to  that  advice  and 
give  up  the  company  of  Ball,  though  my 
connection  with  him  proceeded  no  further 
than  the  16th  of  April.  From  the  3rd  of 
April  to  the  16th  I  had  watched  him 
closely.  I  began  to  consider  that  he  had 
no  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood ;  he  never 
worked,  he  was  always  among  a  set  of 
fellows  about  the  New  Cross,  and  he  did 
not  appear  to  want  work.  He  said  he  had 
money  taken  out  of  his  pocket.  Whispers 
began  to  reach  me  about  his  character. 
Upon  the  16th  of  April,  at  Stevenson's 
Square,  I  did  not  see  a  respectable  man, 
nor  a  man  of  average  age,  say  80  or  40,  in 
that  meeting;  whether  the  policeman 
swears  that  there  were  two  or  three 
hundred  present  I  am  not  sure.  I  de- 
nounced any  further  proceedings  in  these 
meetings.  I  had  seen  my  error,  and  I 
wished  to  make  all  the  amends  that  I 
could.  I  believe  I  did  act  wrong  upon 
that  occasion ;  I  have  believed  ever  since 
that  time  that  I  did  act  wrong,  and  never 
did  I  expect  that  this  prosecution  would 
have  taken  place.  The  magistrates  of 
Manchester  knew  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  transactions  and  the  speeches  whioh 
were  made.  If  the  magistrates  thought 
that  what  I  had  spoken  was  likely  to  tend 
to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  if  Mr.  Beswiek, 
who  was  at  the  meeting,  thought  so,  he  was 
bound  as  an  officer,  and  the  peace  magis- 
trates were  bound,  to  apprehend  me  at 
that  time  to  prevent  me  doing  further 
mischief  or  committing  myself  farther. 
I  ask  the  Attorney- Oemmd,  and  I  ask  the 
parties  getting  up  this  prosecution, 
whether  it  would  not  have  been  ipore 
consistent  and  more  Christian-like  if  they 
had  apprehended  me  then,  and  told  me 
the  consequences  of  my  conduct.  Seeing 
I  was  young  and  inexperienced  it  was 
their  datvto  act  in  that  way,  even  though 
they  might  think  I  deserved  punishment 
for  that  meeting.  There  was  a  Government 
reporter  there  at  that  time.  He  would 
make  a  report  of  the  speechee  to  Govem- 
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ment.  If  tbey  thought  mj  speech  was 
likely  to  lead  to  riots,  and  those  kinds  of 
transactions,  why  not,  as  a  Govemment 
wishing  to  preserve  the^  peace  of  the 
country  and  good  feeling  among  all 
classes  of  society,  have  apprehended  me 
upon  that  night,  and  preyented  my  doing 
evil  for  the  niture.  What  would  "be  said 
if  I,  as  a  thief,  were  to  break  into  one  of 
your  houses  and  take  some  article  of 
small  value  and  you  informed  a  police 
officer  that  I  had  done  so,  and  he  was  to 
say — Oh,  he  has  not  taken  an  article  of 
great  value,  let  him  come  again  and  take 
another  article  or  two ;  the  crime  will  be 
greater  against  him,  and  we  can  punish 
nim  more  severely,  and  then  we  will 
apprehend  him.  Upon  the  3rd  of  April 
it  appears  I  spoke  a  seditious  speech ;  I 
admit  I  did  so,  if  it  may  be  termed  so, 
but  not  the  language  the  policeman  has 
sworn  to.  I  broke  the  laws  of  my  country 
then.  Upon  the  8th  of  April  I  spoke  at 
another  meeting  very  enthusiastically. 
Why  did  not  the  prosecution  apprehend 
me  then,  which  they  had  full  legal  power 
to  doP  Why  did  they  not  commit  me 
then?  The  reporter  has  given  a  wrong 
speech  to  me.  I  spoke  before  Mr. 
Ghadwick,  and  he  spoke  in  reply  to  me. 
I  was  threatened  to  be  thrown  out  of  the 
oart  for  my  language  there.  The  police- 
man knows  nothing  about  this.  The  chief 
evidence  in  all  the  four  meetings  that  I 
attended  is  that  I  advised  the  people  to 
fight,  and  it  appears  very  curious  that  I 
should  speak  the  same  langaage  at  all  the 
meetings. 

Again,  I  have  a  complaint  to  make  of 
the  manner  in  which  I  was  apprehended, 
and  have  been  treated  since.  I  was 
apprehended  upon  a  bench  warrant  by 
policeman  CoUtngham  in  Oldham  Street, 
at  6  o'clock  on  'Ihursday  evening,  eight 
days  after  the  warrant  had  been  issued 
against  me.  I  knew  there  was  a  warrant 
out  for  my  apprehension,  yet  I  walked 
through  the  streets  of  Manchester  every 
day.  That  is  a  proof  that  I  have  had  no 
criminal  intentions,  or  I  would  have  de- 
sired to  seek  my  own  safety  by  getting  out 
of  the  way ;  instead  of  that,  I  leave  myself 
to  be  apprehended,  belieying  that  the 
Government  would  never  prosecute  me  for 
^e  speech  I  spoke  in  April,  which  they 
had  allowed  to  lie  over  so  lon^,  seeing 
that  I  had  taken  no  i>art  in  public  affairs 
since  that  time. 

Attomey-Oeneral :  You  spoke  on  the 
26th  of  May. 

Befevidant  Niaon :  I  asked  Oottmgham, 
••  Where  is  the  warrant  for  my  apprehen- 
sion P"  He  said,  "I  have  not  got  one, 
but  I  know  you  to  be  John  Nixon,  I  have 
given  evidence  against  you  before  the 
grand  jury."    He  said  the  warrant  was 


all  one,  and  the  whole  of  the  47  defendants 
were  all  in  one  indictment,  and  that  they 
could  not  carry  a  piece  of  the  warrant  to 
every  individual,  but  he  said,  if  I  would 
go  down  to  the  police  office,  he  would 
show  it  me.  I  went  to  the  police  office 
and  asked  for  the  warrant.  They  said  it 
was  at  the  Town  Hall.  I  had  been  in 
custody  for  15  or  16  hours  without  any 
warrant  being  shown  to  me.  Mr.  Mcuude 
fixed  my  bail  at  two  100/.  sureties,  while 
every  other  of  the  defendants  was  fixed  at 
two  50L  I  have  been  in  prison  four 
months.  Even  if  I  had  been  innocent,  I 
could  not  got  that  amount  of  bail,  and  I 
am  allowed  to  remain  in  custody  for  four 
months  and  no  remedy  whatever.  I  feel 
this  is  a  hardship,  and  I  feel  that  this  is 
the  only  place  where  I  can  make  this  com- 
plaint ;  and  I  do  think  that  the  imprison- 
ment of  nearly  four  months,  which  I  have 
suffered,  will  satisfy  the  ends  of  justice  for 
what  little  error  I  have  committed.  I  do 
repudiate  all  intention  of  resisting  the 
Government  or  the  institutions  of  the 
country.  I  spoke  at  those  meetings  to 
get  sympathy  for  the  working  people,  and 
for  something  to  be  done.  Through  these 
meetings  the  Government  did  exert  them- 
selves and  stirred  up  trade.  The  people 
got  employment,  and  these  meetings  fell 
off,  and  I  heard  tell  of  them  no  more. 

In  conclusion,  I  do  feel  extreme  regret 
for  the  language  I  made  use  of,  and  had 
the  Attorney- Oeneral  asked  me  if  I  re- 
gretted the  language,  I  would  have  said 
yes,  and  pleaded  guiltv;  but  I  cannot  in 
conscience    plead  guilty  to  that  indict- 
ment, believmg  that  I  never  intended  to 
commit  the  crimes  charged  against  me 
there.    My  only  crime  has  been  to  love 
my  country  and  my  fellow  men,  and  if 
that  be  a  crime  I  am  willing  to  avow  it. 
The  Attorney- Oeneral,  through  your  ver- 
dict of  guilty  against  me,  may  send  me  to 
confinement.      He  has  in  his  generosity 
which  he  has  begun,  and  which  I  give  him 
every  praise  for,  showed  a  magnanimous 
spirit,  worthy  of  a  public  prosecutor.     I 
give  every  praise  also  to  the  judge  who 
has  tried  me,  and  I  shall  always  feel  that 
I  have  had  justice  done  me  this  dav.    I 
have  more  respect  for  the  laws  of  my 
country,  administered  under  the  present 
judge  who  tries  me,  than  I  ever  had  before. 
I  came  into  this  Court  with  the  impression 
that  the  laws  of  this  country  were  made 
for  the  rich  and  i^ot  for  the  poor ;  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  that  impression   is  re- 
moved from  my  mind,  and  let  my  fate  be 
what  it  may,  I  submit  without  a  murmur, 
believing  that  I  have  had  a  fair  and  hon- 
ourable trial.     I  make  a  proposition  to  the 
Attorney- Oeneral  that  T  do  feel  sorrow  and 
regret  for  my  past  conduct  for  attending 
those  meetings  and  speaking  there,  but  1 
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hope  you  will  pive  me  every  credit  for 
sincerity  of  motivoM  and  good  intentions ; 
and  I  do  think,  and  I  offer  that  as  a  pallia- 
tion, that  the  four  months  I  have  suffered 
in  prison  will  satisfy  the  ends  of  justice 
for  any  offence  I  have  committed.  Thank- 
ing you  and  my  lord  for  your  attention  to 
the  few  remarks  1  have  made,  I  leave 
my  case  in  your  hands,  believing  that  I 
shall  have  justice  done  me,  which  is  all  I 
can  expect,  and  I  desire  no  more. 

Wednesday,  December  20th. 

Evidence  tor  the  Depekce. 

Thomae  Stone  Austin — Examined  by 
AikvMon, 

Was  a  constant  attendant  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  People's  Institute.  Knew 
QrocoU  and  Bcmkin.  OrocoU  generally 
presided. 

How  many  evenings  during  the  week 
did  yon  attend  the  meetings  ? — During  the 
sittings  of  the  National  Convention  there 
were  two  or  three  meetings  a  week,  with 
the  exception  of  Sunday. 

Alderson,  B. :  What  do  you  mean? 
There  is  no  National  Convention  but  Par- 
liament. 

Atkinson :  There  was  a  body  sitting  in 
London  which  was  called  by  that  name. 

Attorney-  Oeneral :  Of  which  two  of  the 
defendants  were  members. 

Alderson,  6. :  Those  who  are  members 
of  such  a  body  take  upon  themselves  a 
great  responsibility.  If  that  is  to  be  tole- 
rated, we  are  upon  the  edge  of  a  revolution. 

Witness :  I  have  seen  Orocott  as  chair- 
man, but  I  scarcely  ever  heard  him  deliver 
an  address  in  my  life.  I  never  heard  him 
recommend  the  nse  of  pikes.  Where 
there  has  been  language  which  he  thought 
inconsistent  or  anything  like  violence,  ho 
has  frequently  dissolvea  the  meeting  and 
vacated  the  obair.  At  the  meeting  at 
the  People's  Institute  on  May  21st 
Orocott  was  in  the  chair.  Dr.  Reynolds 
recommended  the  purchasing  of  pikes 
and  other  arms.  He  then  related  a 
catalogue  of  what  articles  he  had  of  that 
description  for  sale.  Orocott  got  up  and 
stopped  him,  and  said  he  woald  not  allow 
such  language  when  he  was  chosen  by  the 
people  to  preside.  The  last  Sunday  in 
July  the  committee  agreed  that  they 
would  not  have  anything  to  do  with,  nor 
sanction  any  proceedings  that  were  taken 
for  the  more  effectual  destruction  of  pro- 
perty. 

Aldersok,  B.  :  When  was  this  P— The 
last  Sunday  in  July  the  committee  carried 
that  resolution.  They  laid  it  before  their 
members  on  the  first  Sunday  in  August, 
and  the  members  sanctioned  it. 

Aldbbsov,  B.  :  This  is  not  material ;  it  is 
subject  to  the  same  objection  as  before. 


that  it  is  setting  off  a  good  act  against  a 
bad  one. 

Atkinson:  The  intention  of  the  parties 
in  this  conspiracy  is  a  most  material  issue, 
what  their  intent  was  when  they  met 
together,  and  if  you  show  about  the  same 
time  their  contemporaneous  acts,  that  is 
the  acts  of  the  body  and  parties  identified 
with  tbem,  it  is  material,  I  apprehend,  to 
show  what  was  their  conduct  at  other 
times.  This  is  an  instance  of  conduct 
during  the  time. 

Alderson,  B.:  Particular  conduct  at 
other  times  is  not  evidence. 

Witness:  On  G-ood  Friday  in  Smibh- 
field  Market  Bankings  speech  consisted 
in  ordering  the  people  not  to  destroy 
the  property  of  the  poor  people  that 
had  standings  in  the  market,  or  else 
he  would  be  one  of  the  first  to  hand 
them  over  to  the  proper  authorities.  Qro^ 
eott  was  secretary  or  something  belonging 
to  the  Minors*  Association  when  I  first 
became  acquainted  with  him.  His  general 
character  is  a  peaceable  man,  and  one  of 
the  most  humane ;  he  is  one  of  the  best 
neighbours  I  over  lived  near.  Rankings 
character  is  that  of  a  humane,  peaceable, 
industrious,  straightforward  man. 

Examined  by  Dfsfendant  Donovan. 

I  recollect  you  having  some  altercation 
with  Dr.  Reynolds  at  the  meeting  at  the 
People's  Institute.  Dr.  Reynolds  had  been 
recommending  the  purchasing  of  arms  of 
every  description.  He  stated,  amongst 
other  things,  that  he  had  short  swords  at 
6id.  each.  You  got  up  to  oppose  snch 
language ;  in  fact,  when  the  chaurman  had 
stopped  it,  you  said  you  would  not  recog- 
nize such  like  proceedings  at  Chartist 
meetings,  and  tnat  that  language  and 
such  like  would  be  the  cause  of  the  death 
of  hundreds  in  Ireland. 

Examined  by  Defendant  Oropper. 
I  was  at  a  meeting  which  was  held  in 
Stevenson  Square  for  the  purpose  of  peti- 
tioning Parliament  for  the  restoration  of 
Frost,  WiUiams,  and  Jones.  In  the  first 
place  you  advised  the  men  to  use  all  legal 
and  oonstitational  means,  and  to  abstain 
from .  using  intoxicating  drinks  ;  you  re- 
iterated to  them  the  length  of  time  you  bad 
been  a  teetotaller,  and,  if  the  meeting  then 
and  all  persons  would  adopt  the  same  prin- 
ciples that  you  had  adopted,  they  would 
have  the  means  within  their  power  of 
gaining  the  electoral  franchise.  Then 
you  said  they  would  have  power  to  elect 
parties  to  Parliament  that  would  repre- 
sent their  feelings.  You  after  that  got 
up  and  pledged  the  meeting  to  abstain 
from  a}l  intoxicating  drinks  till  such  time 
as  the  redress  of  those  men's  grievances 
was  obtained. 
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Aldebson,  B  :  What  had  that  to  do  with 
Frost  ftDd  Jones  t  You  beat  all  the  police- 
men, for  you  repeat  it  from  memory  "with- 
out any  notes  at  all. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney- Oenercd. 

Were  you  present  in  court  last  night  P 
Did  you  hear  Donovan's  speech  ? — No. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  you  were  not  here 
yesterday  evening  when  Donovan  was 
speakiDgP — I  was  here  a  portion  of  the 
time.    Donovan  had  begun  to  speak. 

Did  .you  not  hear  him  explain  how  it 
was  that  men  would  be  killea  in  a  week, 
that  several  hundreds  would  be  killed  in 
a  week  P — I  do  not  recoUeob  him  mention- 
ing a  week.  I  recollect  his  explaining  his 
conduct  over  that. 

How  long  have  you  been  a  Chartist  ? — 
Since  1839. 

You  talked  of  the  Convention.  Did  not 
the  Chartist  body  in  Manchester  send  two 
persons  to  London  and  pay  for  their  being 
there  P — There  was  two  pei*sons  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Chartist  body  in  Man- 
chester. 

Were  not  they  paid  by  the  Chartist 
body  in  Manchester  ? — I  cannot  say  as  to 
their  pay ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
money  aflairs. 

Was  not  one  of  them  Letieh  and  the 
other  DonovoAt  ? — Yes. 

Are  you  employed  by  the  Chartists  P — 
No. 

You  keep  the  rooms,  do  not  you  P — No. 

Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  regularly 
attending  P — Yes. 

You  said  you  met  very  much  whi  le  this 
body  was  sitting  in  London  P — Yes. 

Why  were  those  meetings  frequent 
while  the  people  were  sitting  in  London 
whom  you  call  the  Convention? — There 
was  excitement,  and  some  people  came, 
and  we  opened  the  doors,  and  there  was 
some  letters  read,  and  sometimes  parties 
made  speeches. 

Ald£B80N,  B.  :  Letters  read  from  whom  p 
— From  Dea/ik  and  other  parties,  and 
Dofwvam,, 

About  what  was  going  on  in  London  P 
—Yes. 

And  about  the  10th  of  April,  and  the 
meeting  there  upon  Kenningtou  Com- 
mon P — Upon  the  10th  of  April,  upon  the 
information  coming  down,  only  what  came 
by  post. 

Preparatory  to  it ;  were  not  there  meet- 
ings preparatory  to  the  10th  of  April  P — 
Yes. 

Every  day  in  the  week? — Not  every 
day. 

Aiiomefii  -  Qerneral :  You  say  yourself 
every  day  Pr—Two  or  three  meetings. 

Were  not  they  the  3rd,  4th,  5th,  6th, 
7th,  8bh,  and  9th  P— There  was  not  any  on 
the  3rd. 


Do  you  not  know  of  meetings  on  the 
4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  P— I  know 
of*  a  meeting  in  Stevenson  Square  on. 
the  4th. 

Was  not  there  one  on  the  5th  ? — I  can- 
not  swear. 

Was  not  there  one  on  the  6th,  at  which 
there  were  upwards  of  5,000  or  6.000 
people  present  P  There  were  two  meetings 
on  several  days  ;  were  you  not  present  at 
two  meetings  upon  the  same  day  P — No. 

There  was  a  meeting  on  the  7th  p — Yes. 

Attorney  -  Gener  al :  Your  lordship  will 
find  there  were  present  about  5,000  in  the 
afternoon. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  I  have  not  got  it  so ; 
there  were  500  or  600  present  upon  the 
6th  of  April. 

Attornsy-General :  Were  preparations 
being  made,  or  were  you  waiting  for 
orders  from  what  you  call  the  Convention  P 
— No.  What  we  waited  for  from  the  Con- 
vention was  what  we  read  in  the  news- 
papers and  occasionally  a  letter  ;  that  was 
what  wo  did  to  see  how  they  were  acting 
in  London  with  regard  to  the  Nationsd 
Petition. 

Which  petition  was  to  be  presented  on 
the  10th  of  April  P— Yes. 

Do  not  yon  know  that  a  large  meeting 
was  to  have  been  held  in  Manchester  upon 
the  10th  of  April,  but  the  military  were 
called  in  P — No. 

There  was  a  meeting  to  be  held  on  the 
10th  of  April  P— No,  not  by  uhe  Chartists. 

Was  not  there  a  meeting  by  other 
people  to  be  held?— I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  that.  There  were  committee 
meetings  held  in  the  evening  at  the 
People's  Institute.  There  was  no  secret 
committee,  there  was  no  secrecy.  Myself 
and  Orocoti  were  members  of  the  select 
committee,  but  not  Ohadwick  or  Bankin, 
or  any  other  of  the  defendants. 

You  say  that  Ohadtoick  was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  your  body ;  do  you  know  of  clubs 
being  held  P — No. 

You  never  heard  of  themP — ^I  have 
heard  there  were  clubs,  but  I  never  at- 
tended any  of  them.  I  was  at  a  meet- 
ing at  Stevenson  Square  on  April  4th. 
Cropper  sAviaed  the  people  to  temperance, 
and  to  use  all  means  within  their  power 
to  obtain  the  elective  franchise,  to  ab- 
stain from  intoxicating  drinks  till  such 
time  as  Frost,  Williams^  and  Jones  had 
obtained  the  redress  of  their  grievances. 

Aldebsom,  B.  :  Do  you  know  what  Frost 
and  Williams  were  punished  forP — For 
some  disturbances  in  Wales. 

Alderson,  B.  :  For  high  treason  and  kill- 
ing people,  for  committing  murder  and 
treason  at  the  same  time.  That  is  some- 
thing like  what  Banrahas  did  in  former 
times.  The  people  then  called  out  rhat 
he  should  be  spu^. 
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Be-examined  by  Atkinson. 

There  was  no  secrecy  abont  the  com- 
mittee. Ghadwick  and  Bdll  were  nerer 
recognized  as  Chartists,  they  were  unem- 
ployed. 

Bieha/rd  Besvrick  re-called. 

Defendant  Donovan:  Do  yon  recollect 
the  31st  of  May  P— I  do  very  well. 

Do  you  recollect  to  have  heard  upon 
that  occasion  that  I  had  run  the  risk  of 
my  life  in  staying  the  people  coming 
from  Oldham  P — Yes,  I  understood  that 
was  so. 

Alderson,  B.  :  You  understand  that 
DonovaUy  in  stopping  the  procession 
coming  through  the  turnpike  gate,  ran 
the  risk  of  his  life  P— Yes,  that  was  after 
the  meeting  had  been  stopped. 

They  were  angry  at  being  stopped  P — 
There  were  a  number  of  people  in  Man- 
chester met  him  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
where  the  meeting  was  stopped,  and  fol- 
lowed him  into  a  public-house,  and  he 
escaped  by  the  back  way. 

Atkinson :  From  your  knowledge  of 
Orocott,  do  you  know  that  he  has  been 
opposed  to  all  violence  P— I  understand 
that  in  August  he  was  much  opposed  to 
what  we  expected  to  take  place  at  that 
time. 

There  was  expected  to  be  an  outbreak 
in  August  ? — Yes,  we  did  expect  it. 

Williafn  Treadwell,  of  Manchester, 
spoke  to  Rankin's  character. 

James  JStbhert,  town  councillor  of  Man- 
chester, spoke  to  LeacKs  character. 

Alderson,  B.  :  We  have  heard  that  he 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention  P— I  be- 
lieve he  was,  though  I  cannot  say  it  from 
my  own  knowledge. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attomey-Qeneral. 

You  have  been  asked  as  to  his  general 
character,  and  you  say  you  know  nothing 
against  him.  Do  you  not  know  that  he 
was  convicted  of  sedition  P — I  did  not 
know  that ;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  You  do  not  know  either 
way  P— I  do  not. 

Attorney-Oeneral :  Did  not  von  hear  that 
he  was  tried  P — I  never  heard  of  it. 

Defendant  Leach :  J  never  was  convicted 
of  treason. 

Attorney' Of^neral :  You  do  not  mean  to 
say  you  were  not  tried,  (a) 

Thomas  Files — Examined  by  Defenda/hi 
Cropper, 

I  remember  a  meeting  being  held  on 
Blackstone  Edge  on  the  11th  of  June. 
I  was  present  1  did  not  see  you  address 
the  meeting. 

(a)  Leach  was  one  of  the  defendants  in 
Beg,  v.  Feargus  0*C<mmor  and  others,  4  St  Tr« 
N.S.  985. 


Cross-examined  by  the  Attomey-OeneraL 
How  many  people  were  there,  do  you 
think  P— There  were  a  great  many.     1 
have  no  idea  how  many. 
Many  thousands P— Yes. 
Were  shots  fired  P— I  did  not  hear  any. 
You  heard  no  shots  fired  P— No. 
Did  you  see  the  men  run  after  a  police- 
man P— When  I  left  the  meeting  Donopan 
was  speaking.    I  saw  some  men  run  after 
a  policeman,  I  believe. 

In  what  order  did  the  men  speak  P  Who 
spoke  first  P — I  did  not  take  any  particular 
notice. 

How  far  is  Blackstone  Edge  from  Man- 
chester P — I  cannot  say. 

Attomey-Oeneral :  It  is  14  miles,  I  think, 
from  Manchester.  How  far  from  Oldham 
is  it ;  is  it  in  a  place  where  they  could  all 
meet  pretty  well  from  the  diiferent  partn 
of  the  county  P — People  came  from  Old- 
ham to  the  meeting. 

Did  you  see  people  walking  in  marching 
order  P — No,  wnen  I  got  there,  it  was  one 
o'clock,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
noise. 

Were  there  anv  meetings  held  daily 
before  the  10th  P— I  cannot  say  there 
was. 

What  did  they  hold  meetings  fopP — 
They  held  the  meetings  principally  to 
petition  Parliament  previous  to  tne  lOth, 
to  get  up  petitions  and  so  forth,  and  to 
advocate  the  principles  of  the  Charter. 

The  petition  was  signed  long  before 
the  lOth,  you  knowP — It  was  presented  on 
the  10th. 

But  it  was  signed  long  before  P — It  was 
signing  up  to  the  very  latest  hour — the 
latest  it  could  possibly  be  got  up. 

Aldebsok,  B.  :  Where  did  the  people 
come  from  in  order  to  meet  at  BlaoKstone 
Edge;   you  say  some  came  from  Man- 
chester and  some  f^bm  Oldham  P — ^Yes. 
Did  any  come  from  Rochdale  P — ^Yes. 
Todmorden  P— Yes,  I  believe  so. 
Did  you  see  any  from   any  parts  of 
Yorkshire  P— Yes. 

Did  you  see  any  from  Bradford  P — I 
cannot  saj  to  all  those  places.  I  can  only 
say  what  I  heard. 

Did  you  hear  the  people  talking  of 
coming  from  Bradford  P—^  did  not  near. 
There  was  one  man  said  he  came  from 
Halifax. 

Any  from  Hnddersfield  P^I  did  not 
hear. 

From  various  parts  P— Yes.  I  have  no 
idea  how  many ;  there  were  a  great  many. 
I  did  not  see  any  banners. 

What  did  the  people  speak  frt>mP— A 
cart. 

To  raise  them  a  little  above  the  rest 
that  thej  might  be  seen  P^Yes,  there  was 
a  hollow,  and  the  cart  was  placed  there, 
and  the  people  stood  all  round. 
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John  Orion — Examined  by  Defendant 
Cropper, 

I  lodged  with  Cropper,  I  recollect  his 
being  with  me  the  whole  of  Snnday,  Jnne 
11th,  the  day  of  the  Blackstone  Edge 
meeting.    He  was  not  there. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney- General, 

Are  yoQ  a  member  of  the  Chartists  P— 
No. 

I  suppose  you  sit  with  Cropper  most 
Sundays  P — We  do  in  general  all  day  8un» 
days. 

What  makes  you  recollect  having  sat 
with  him  upon  the  Sunday  of  the  Black- 
stone  Edge  meeting  P—I  remember  saying 
to  him  in  the  morning  part  was  he  going 
to  that  meetine  to-day,  for  I  did  not  like 
him  going  to  the  meeting.  I  said,  **  Are 
ou  going  to  that  meeting  today  P  "  And 
e  said,  "  I  think  not,  we  will  have  a  walk 
together  this  afternoon." 

Eeflt. 

AUomeymOeneral  (in  reply) :  This  indict- 
ment was  not  presented  by  me  to  the 
grand  jury  nor  by  the  authority  of  Go- 
vernment. It  was  preferred  by  the  autho- 
rities of  Manchester  at  a  moment  when 
Manchester,  as  you  have  heard  from  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Besvmh,  was  in  a  state  of 
great  alarm  and  terror,  well  warranted,  I 
think,  by  what  was  occurring  in  the  town 
at  the  time.  And  I  make  this  observation 
with  no  desire  at  all  to  oast  any  blame, 
for  none  can  be  imputed  to  the  authorities 
who  preferred  the  indictment,  but  simply 
as  a  reason  why  the  defendants  were  not 
supplied  with  what,  of  course,  yoa  and  I 
should  have  been  desirous  they  should 
have  had,  if  such  things  had  been  in  ex- 
istence—a copy  of  any  depositions  which 
might  have  been  taken  oefore  the  case 
was  laid  before  the  jnry.  But,  in  truth, 
the  danger  in  this  case  being  pressing, 
and  the  anxiety  of  the  authorities  being 
great  to  suppress  the  coming  disorder,  it 
was  their  bound  en  duty  to  act  upon  that 
emergency,  and  to  prefer  at  once  upon  the 
evidence  that  they  had  a  bill  before  the 
grand  jury,  founded  upon  the  reports  of 
^e  pohcemen  you  have  heard,  ana  also  to 
do  what  followed,  namely,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  bench  warrants,  to  apprehend  those 
who  were  implicated  in  the  business,  and 
still  f^irther  to  hold  those  bench  warrants 
as  a  terror  to  others,  possibly  some  of  the 
worst  of  the  offenders,  who  have  escaped 
from  justice,  and  are  not  forthcoming 
upon  this  occasion. 

[Commenting  on  BalV$  -evidence,  the 
Attorney- OeneraJ,  said :]  The  man  BaU 
said  he  had  been  in  prison  on  four 
oooasions.  I  doubted  his  evidence,  be- 
esuse,   ftom  my  own   knowledge,    con* 


firmed  now  by  the  evidence  in  the 
case,  I  saw  discrepancies  which  I  could 
not  reconcile,  namely,  the  statement  th»t 
Leaeh  and  Donovan  had  been  present  in 
the  month  of  April,  when  from  my  own 
knowledge — and  I  bad  the  best  means  of 
knowing — ^they  were  not,  for  I  was  watch- 
ing what  they  were  doing  in  London  ftt 
the  time.  I  believe  he  is,  as  is  not  un- 
frequently  the  case,  one  of  those  men  who, 
in  audition  to  the  immorality  of  their  acts, 
have  the  baseness  to  try  to  save  them- 
selves by  disclosures.  As  may  not  be  un- 
usual, he  has  put  persons  into  the  scene 
who  do  not  belong  to  it;  but  I  do  not  dis- 
believe, though  it  does  not  bear  upon 
these  parties,  the  general  aocount  he 
gives,  for  I  think  it  very  likely  that  some 
of  the  lower  class,  the  most  violent  of  ^be 
unemploved  at  Manchester,  were  being  so 
excited  t>y  the  inflammatoiy  language  of 
men  who  were  no  parties  to  their  acts, 
that  I  do  not  think  it  is  unlikely  that 
there  was  that  subordinate  plot  going  on 
which  might  have  been  fatal  to  the  se- 
curity of  property  in  the  place.  And  I 
say  that  for  this  reason.  lou  recollect 
that  BM  explained,  when  he  was  called 
upon,  that  he  wanted  the  power  to  identify 
the  parties  by  reason  of  his  eyesight ;  and 
it  is  marvellous,  if  you  listenea  to  the 
account  which  Nwon  gave,  th^t  he  could 
not  identify  Nimon — he  went  close  to  him. 
I  believe  he  made  a  mistake  and  csdied 
him  somebody  else.  But  Nimon  admits  in 
his  statement  that  he  has  known  him  in- 
timately ;  and  I  believe  the  same  want  of 
eyesight  will  explain  why  he  should  not 
have  identified  other  people  whom  he  must 
have  often  seen. 

[Having  further  commented  on  the  evi- 
dence, the  Attomey-Oeneral  proceeded :] 

Therefore  the  offence  of  these  men  who 
boast  of  their  morality,  who  talk  of  the  ' 
peaceful  principles  of  Chartism,  in  very 
great,  for  it  cannot  be  for  a  moment  oon- 
cealod  from  you  that,  while  they  were 
stirring  up  the  people,  as  they  were  con- 
stantly, they  had  acquired  such  infiaence 
over  the  people  that  even  Donovan,  the 
selected  delegate  who  succeeded  praise- 
worthily  in  rescuing  the  town  possibly 
from  anarchy  by  stopping  that  procession 
from  Oldham,  gave  such  dissatisfaction  to 
the  men  of  Manchester  whom  he  had  by  ' 
his  speeches  provoked  to  madness,  that 
he  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life  that 
night  firom  another  body  because  he  would 
not  let  the  people  come  into  Manchester 
and  destroy  the  town.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  White,  who  claims,  and  be  is 
entitled  to  it,  the  credit  of  possibly  stop- 
ping the  murder  of  a  policeman  at  BlaoK- 
atone  Edge. 

With  respect  to  Nimon,  I  know  not  what 
course  he  proposed  to  take.    I  know  not 
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whether  he  intended  to  plead  guilty  or 
whether  he  simply  kept  his  plea  upon  the 
record  to  enable  him  to  make  a  statement 
which  he  thgnght  would  be  beneficial  to 
the  other  parties.  His  statement  amounted 
to  that  almost ;  he  expressed  regret ;  he 
made  a  very  touching  appeal  to  you  un- 
questionably, but  I  do  not  think  he  satisfied 
you  that  he  was  not  implicated  in  the 
charge. 

The  best  and  sbortest  counts  on  the 
conspiracy  are  the  5th,  6th,  7th,  and  8th. 
They  allege  that  these  persons  conspired 
to  incite  the  Queen's  subjects  to  commit 
insurrection  and  arm  themselves,  that  is 
one  act;  that  they  conspired  to  procure 
arms,  that  is  the  second;  that  they  con- 
spired to  incite  the  Queen's  subjects  to 
insurrection  and  discontent;  that  they 
conspired  to  disturb  the  peace.  There  are 
also  three  counts,  the  8rd,  4th  and  9th. 
for  uulawful  assembly. 

[The  Attorney-General  referred  to  the 
meeting  at  Black  stone  Edge  on  June 
llth.l 

The  defendants  say  you  must  consider 
the  circumstances,  when  France  was  dis- 
turbed, when  Ireland  was  in  rebellion, 
when  England  was  ajB^itated.  Where  did 
they  hold  the  meeting?  At  Blackstone 
Edge,  which  is  many  miles  from  Man- 
chester. And  they  hold  it  there  for  this 
reason — they  might  consolidate  the  object 
of  terror  ;  the  men  of  Manchester,  BoltoD, 
Bury,  Oldham,  Bochdale,  Todmorden, 
Halifax,  Bradford,  and  Huddersfield,  tak- 
ing a  central  point,  where  all  the  manu- 
facturing persons  might  meet,  a  central 
point  of  the  most  disturbed  and  ill-con- 
tented district  of  the  whole  of  England, 
meeting  at  a  moment  when  Ireland  was  in 
rebellion,  when  England  was  agitated  to 
the  centre,  when  people  marched  in  mili- 
tary array,  when  shots  were  fired,  and 
when  policemen  were  rescued  at  the  hazard 
of  one  ol'  the  party's  lives.  Who  were 
there  P — I  will  dismiss  Cropper,  as  the 
policeman  may  have  made  a  mistake. — 
Vonovan,  LeoM,  and  White, 

Take  again  the  meeting  of  the  21st  of 
May,  Grocott  in  the  chair.  West  makes 
a  speech,  Donovan  makes  a  speech.  Dr. 
Ueynolde  makes  a  speech,  wnich,  even 
though  the  parties  did  resist  it,  clearly 
made  the  meeting  an  illegal  meeting. 
They  were  meeting  there  under  the  pre- 
sidency of  Grocott,  asnembled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hearing  and  staying  to  hear  the 
doctrines  which  Reynolds  talked  of,  the 
sale  of  pikes  and  the  price  at  which  they 
oould  be  sold.  That  was  clearly  an  illegal 
meeting.  Who  were  present  at  itr— 
Donovan,  Orocott,  and  Jveet. 

Again,  upon  the  27th  of  May*  in  Ste- 
venson Bqnare,.  there  was  a  meeting 
of  ji  higiily  inflammatory    kind,    where 


ArcMeaoon  made  a  speech,  Donovan, 
Cropper,  Banhi/n,  and  other  persons  being 
present.  I  will  read  the  speeches  to  yon 
presently.  That  meeting  was  clearly  illegal. 
That  covers  every  one  of  them  now  re- 
maining. Upon  the  three  counts  for  un« 
lawful  assembly,  as  to  which  there  is  no 
Question  whatever,  you  may  find  those  I 
lirst  mentioned  guilty  upon  the  third 
count,  the  second  claas  upon  the  fourth 
count,  and  the  third  class  upon  the  ninth 
count,  and  they  are  all  guilty  upon  this 
record. 

As  to  the  charge  of  conspiracy,  Niann, 
Cropper,  Oroeott,  Leach,  and  Eankin  are 
members  of  the  Chartist  body  at  Man- 
chester. They  have  one  common  object. 
They  have  sent  to  London  two  mea»  Dono- 
van  and  Leach,  to  be  members  of  a  trea- 
sonable assembly,  and  they  were  there 
meeting  day  by  day,  receiving  reports 
from  them,  and  forming  an  illegal  organ- 
ization ;  and  can  anyone  doubt  bat  that 
they  were  prepared  to  act  upon  the  order 
of  the  Oonvention,  as  in  the  speeches  they 
say  they  are.  And  if  on  that  Monday, 
the  10th  of  April,  they  had  supposed  they 
would  not  get  the  Charter  as  they  vainly 
expected;  or  if  they  had  succeeded  in 
paralysing  the  energies  of  Gh>vernment, 
or  in  intimidating  the  Government  fh)m 
strong  action,  if  the  tradesmen  of  London 
had  not  enrolled  themselves  to  a  man  as 
special  constables,  instead  of  having  half 
of  the  military  in  the  country  in  and 
about  London— if  this  body,  as  they  said, 
of  several  hundred  thousands  had  marched 
through  the  streets  to  the  House  of  Com* 
mens,  and  if  there  had  been  resistance, 
and  London  had  been  in  various  parts  of 
it  in  flames,  if  those  men  whom  they 
called  luminaries  had  been  sncoessfol 
there,  can  anyone  doubt  bat  that  a  con- 
certed rising  would  have  taken  place  in 
Manchester  and  elsewhere  ?  Why  are  thoBe 
people  meetin|^  from  day  to  day  with  l^ir 
committee  waiting  the  orders  of  the  Oon- 
vention P  Why  were  tiiey  anxionsly  ex* 
pecting  news,  but  because  they  were  in  a 
state  of  orgauusation,  because  they  were 
in  a  state  of  preparation,  in  a  state  of  con- 
spiracy together  to  obey  the  orders  of 
their  Oonvention,  to  act  in  defianoe  of  the 
law  if  necessary.  Therefore  I  have  little 
difficulty  about  fixing  Niwon,  Cropper, 
Donovan,  Grocott,  Ltaoh,  and  Banhin,  who 
were  members  of  the  Chartist  body  of 
Manchester.  I  believe  the  organization 
was  not  confined  to  each  town,  1  believe  it 
was  general  throughout  the  kingdom.  I 
believe  that  each  of  the  Chartist  bodies  in 
one  district  communicated  with  and  con« 
spired  with  others.  Why  otherwise  does 
White  come  from  Bradford  as  a  delegate  P 
I  do  not  wish  to  press  difficulties  upon  the 
jury  in  saying  that  We^  and  WhU4  
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members  of  the  Manchester  conspiracy, 
but-  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  were  pre- 
sent at  nnlawful  assemblies.  It  is  aye  or 
no,  do  you  believe  Cookson  ?  My  learned 
friend .  Mr.  Atkinson  has  said,  Can  you 
believe  Cookson? 

The  most  practised  reporter,  says  the 
learned  counsel,  cannot  trast  to  his  recol- 
lection, and  writes  and  reads  only  from 
his  notes.  He  will  forgive  me  for  saying 
that  that  is  just  the  reason  why  he  cannot. 
The  man  who  is  in  the  habit  of  trusting 
everything  to  his  note,  the  man  who  relies 
not  upon  nis  recollection,  and  does  not  go 
for  the  particular  purpose  of  recollecting 
particumr  thing?,  comes  from  the  place 
with  his  memory  a  blank ;  nay,  it  is  so,  and 
so  much  so  that  I  have  heard  it  proved, 
and  I  know  it  as  a  fact,  having  myself 
practised  it,  that  he  who  takes  down  evi- 
aence  in  shorthand  or  speeches,  if  he  is  a 
good  writer  of  shorthand,  takes  it  down 
pui'ely  mechanically ;  and  if  he  came  and 
you  asked  him  to  ao  so,  he  would  not  be 
able  to  repeat  a  single  word  which  he  had 
heard.  Why  P  Because  he  does  not  apply 
his  mind  to  recollect  the  subject.  Not  so, 
however,  with'  regard  to  a  man  whose 
mind  is  applied  to  the  subject.  I  know  a 
wonderful  mstance  of  a  man  who,  without 
committing  to  paper  what  occarred,  would 
preserve  the  actual  expressions  of  a  speaker, 
though  he  only  wrote  one  or  two  words 
for  the  purpose  of  leadiog  his  mind  to  the 
matter.  I  mean  Serjeant  Talfov/rd.  He 
would  with  the  greatest  accuracy  report 
even  expressions,  and  it  is  a  great  mistake 
to  suppose  that  a  man  cannot  go  to  meet- 


excuse  for  that.  At  one  of  those  very 
meetings,  when  condemned  for  his  con- 
duct, he  is  obliged  to  excuse  himself.  He 
says,  *•  I  stopped  them  on  the  way  because 
the  authorities  were  prepared,  because  the 
military  were  out,"  and  he  is  obliged,  in 
order  to  preserve  his  influence,  I  hope,  to 
tell  them  what  is  untrue.  I  hope  he 
stopped  them  to  save  life  and  property, 
but  he  is  obliged  to  tell  an  untruth  to  his 
own  people,  showing  the  dangerous  state 
of  the  town  under  the  influence  of  this  ex- 
citement. He  says  he  is  unpopular  from 
having  stopped  them  ;  they  will  not  hear 
him  at  some  meetings. 

Leach  seems  to  be  a  quiet  man,  but  no 
one  can  doubt  that  he  is  guilty,  because  he 
was  at  Blackstone  Edge  upon  the  11th  of 
June,  and  he  made  a  speech  there — there 
is  no  question  about  that — and  moreover  he 
was  a  delegate,  representing  the  illegal 
transactions  of  these  men  at  Manchester, 
in  London. 

Bcmkin^a  speeches  were  most  dangerous ; 
West  and  White  had  at  least  taken  part  in 
unlawful  assemblies ;  but  the  others  were 
all  Manchester  men,  members  of  the 
Chartist  body,  who  sent  delegates  to 
London,  and  kept  up  an  active  agitation 
up  to,  and  over,  the  lOih  of  April,  when 
they  expected  a  rising  in  London.  There 
would  DC  no  doubt  these  Manchester 
people  were  combining  for  a  common 
object.  Li  conclusion,  the  Attomey-Oene' 
ral  said  he  was  glad  that  the  defendants 
were  satisfied  that  they  had  a  fair  trial, 
and  urged  them,  in  any  event,  to  spare 
some  minutes  from  their  agitation  to  con- 


ings  and  without  any  notes  report,   not  I  sider  what  fell  from  the  learned  judge  in 


verbatim,  but  with  sufficient  accuracy  to 
give  you  the  substance. 

[It  is  said  the  newspaper  reporters  have 
not  been  called.  If  their  reports  had 
differed  from  those  given  in  evidence,  the 
defendants'  counsel  would  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  it.  The  fact  that  these  meet- 
ings were  open  does  not  make  them  less 
illegal.  As  to  the  individual  defendants, 
Or^tt  is  said  to  advocate  moral  force, 
and  to  have  exercised  his  infli;ience  on 
one  or  two  occasions  in  saving  the  town 
from  destruction,  but  he  is  their  standing 
chairman.  He  presides  and  speaks  at 
thirteen  or  fourteen  meetings,  when 
M*DoimII,  Reynolds,  West,  and  White  are 
present.  During  every  speech  of  the  most 
dangerous  character,  there  sits  Orocott, 
and  though  he  reniK)nBirates  with  Bojuovan, 
it  does  not  make  the  meeting  less  illegal, 
or  ^ow  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  con- 
spiracy. 

With  respect  to  Donovan,  he  had  stirred 
the  people  to  a  rebellion,  and  then  he 
was  successful,  possiblv  at  the  risk 
,of  hi»  own  life,  in  checking  the  oonse- 
qa«noei  but  he  ia  obliged  to   make  an 


his  charge  at  Chester,  to  induce  them  to 
turn  away  from  the  error  of  their  ways, 
and  return  to  their  peaceful  occupation 
and  honest  industry.] 

Summing  up. 

Ald^on,  B.  :  The  question  for  you  to 
determine  branches  into  two  divisions. 
There  are  several  counts  charging  a  oon- 
spiracv  that  they  agreed  together  by  cer- 
tain illegal  means  to  obstruct  the  admin- 
istration and  due  execution  of  the  laws  of 
the  country,  and  to  create  insurrections 
and  tumults  and  call  together  illegal 
assemblies,  and  to  arm  themselves  for 
that  purpose.  That  is  the  substance  of 
the  charge  of  conspiracy,  the  whole  or  any 
portion  of  which  being  an  illegal  matter 
m  itself,  if  proved  against  them,  will 
entitle  you  to  find  your  verdict  upon  the 
count  for  conspiracy.  The  count  for  con- 
spiracy  is  divisible  ;  it  may  be  proved 
wholly  or  in  any  material  part.  You  will 
find  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  the 
charge  of  conspiracy,  if  you  are  satisfied 
that  any  such  conspiraoy  existed  and  thttt 
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all  or  any  of  these  defendants  were  parties 
to  it.  It  does  not  necessarily  require  that 
there  shonld  have  been  an  agreement 
together  in  which  every  one  of  them, 
meeting  at  one  and  the  same  time,  should 
agree  that  there  should  be  done  a  certain 
particular  act,  or  a  certain  particular  pur- 
pose be  carried  into  effect.  A  combination 
may  exist  and  may  be  proved,  one  man 
coming  in  at  one  time  to  the  same  con- 
spiracy and  another  man  coming  in  at 
another;  and,  if  you  are  satisfied  that 


tubjeotfl.  If  any,  all,  or  most  of  these  things 
should  appear  before  you,  Ihere  will  be  little 
difficulty  in  saying  that  an  assembly  of  such 
persons  under  such  circumstances,  for  such 
purposes,  and  using  such  language,  is  a  dan- 
gerous one,  which  cannot  be  tolerated  in  a 
country  governed  by  laws." 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Tindcd  says  the 
offence  consists  in  ezcitinc:  large  masses 
of  the  people  by  means  of  seditions  and 
inflammatoiy  speeches  to  commit  acts  of 
violence  and  break  the  peace.     Afeetings 


they  all  conspired  at  one  and  the  same  ;  of  these  sorts  are  illegal,  and,  if  at  any 


time  to  do  one  and  the  same  act,  though 
one  begins  at  one  period  of  time  and 
another  at  another,  if  they  are  all  parties 
to  it,  they  are  all  equallv  guilty ;  but  you 
must  be  satisfied  that  they  are  parties  to 
one  and  the  same  conspiracy,  because  you 
cannot  upon  this  indictment  find  A  B, 
G  D,  and  E  F  guilty  of  one  conspiracy  and 
the  rest  of  the  alphabet  g^iilty  of  another. 
That  would  be  to  find  two  conspiracies  in- 
consistent with  each  other  upon  one  and 
the  same  count  which  charges  but  one 
— though  that  is  divisible  and  may  be 
proved  by  any  one  portion  of  it  being 
established. 

There  are  other  counts  which  charge  the 
same  conspiracy,  the  only  difference  oeing 
that  the  overt  acts,  as  they  are  called,  are 
differently  laid,  but  the  substance  of  them 


meeting  of  a  large  body  speeches  of  that 
sort  are  made,  they  themselves  oonstitnte 
the  meeting  an  unlawful  assembly ;  for  it 
is  the  most  dangerous  thing  in  the  world, 
where  large  bodies  of  people  inflammable 
as  tbey  must  necessarily  be  are  collected 
together  in  large  numbers,  that  they 
should  be  excited  by  persons  making 
violent  speeches  to  them ;  for  no  one  can 
tell  how  far  such  assemblies  may  go  when 
once  they  are  excited.  Ajid  the  very  in- 
stance we  have  had  here  of  parties  being 
obliged  themselves  to  stop  tne  procession 
upon  the  31st  of  May  coming  into  Man- 
chester showed  what  is  the  nature  of  that 
Bpecies  of  unlawful  assembly  which  is  in 
the  nature  of  a  public  nuisanoe  to  the 
peaceable  and  well-disposed  parts  of  the 
community.     Where  such  meetings  exist, 


all  is  the  same,  which  is  the  conspiracy.  !  you  find  the  shopkeeper  shuts  his  shop 
The  overt  acts  of  a  conspiracy  are  no  part  j  wid  puts  the  outer  shutters  to  his  windows. 


of  the  offence  itself,  though  it  is  desirable 
that  they  should  be  put  into  the  indict- 
ment, in  order  to  give  the  parties  accused 
an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  facts  upon 
which  the  Crown  seek  to  rely  in  order  to 
prove  the  conspiracy;  but  they  are  no 
part  of  the  offence.  That  offence  consists 
m  oombining  and  acting  together  to  do  an 
illegal  act. 

Then,  in  addition  to  that,  there  are  three 
counts,  the  8rd,  4th,  and  9th,  which  charge 
the  parties  with  having  been  present  at  an 
unlawful  assembly.  Now  I  will  read  what 
I  myself  stated  to  a  jurr  some  years  a^, 
not  that  I  tiiink  that  is  the  best  authority, 
but  because  it  expresses  my  own  opinion 
most  clearly(a) — 

'*  Ton  will  investigate  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  assembly  took  place,  whether  the 
individuals  who  presided  and  were  present  were 
so  by  previous  concert,  or  by  accidentally  having 
met ;  and  if  they  met  by  previous  concert,  yon 
will  inquire  whether  they  met  at  an  unreason- 
able hour  of  the  ni^t,  whether  they  met  under 
cironmstances  of  violence  and  danger,  if  they 
have  been  armed  with  offensive  weapons,  or  used 
violent  language,  if  they  have  proposed  to  set 
the  difibrent  cUsses  of  society  at  variance,  and 
to  put  to  death  any   part  of  Her  Majesty's 

(a)  Cham  at  Monmouth  Summer  Assises, 
1M9,  •  fit  Tr.  K.S.,  1S51  s  9  C.  &  P.  98ii. 


and  the  peaceable  parts  of  the  commnnitj 
are  obliged  to  barricade  themselves  in 
their  houses  to  repel  the  attacks  which 
they  may  expect  from  such  persons.  It 
will  not  do  to  allow  them  in  a  country 
which  is  governed  by  laws.  No  doubt 
such  bodies  of  people  may  meet  together 
for  a  peaceable  purpose.  It  were  better, 
no  doubt,  that  they  met  under  the  sanction 
of  the  anthorities— the  sheriff  for  county 
nfieetings,  and  the  mayor  for  town  meet- 
ings. But  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  should 
be  so,  if  the  meeting  conducts  itself  in  a 
proper  manner;  but  undoubtedly  all  such 
irresponsible  chairmanship  is  very  dan- 
gerous, and  does  continually  lead  to  incon- 
veniences and  dangers.  I  do  not  say  it  is 
illegal  to  do  it.  I  say,  as  a  matter  of  pru- 
dence,  it  would  be  better  that  it  were 
avoided. 

But  now,  let  us  see  what  these  meetings 
are  which  it  is  said  are  illegsd.  First,  as 
to  the  meeting  on  Blackstone  Edge.  I 
will  read  to  you  the  description  of  th^t 
meeting  by  those  who  were  present. 
There  were  several  thousands  of  people 
collected  from  different  quarters,  some 
fh)m  Manchester,  some  n*om  Oldham, 
some  from  other  parts  of  the  country 
round;  they  met  in  the  middle  of  the 
moor,  in  a  hollow  in  a  sort  of  amphitlieatrB 
of  hills  round  them,  a  place  totally  wkfe. 
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out  the  Baperintendenoe  of  anybody  to 
fqvem  them  or  keep  them  in  order ;  and 
if  you  find  there  a  body  of  people  ooming 
in,  some  of  them  marching  in  military 
array,  that  is  to  say,  in  order  as  if  under 
the  Bopposed  government  of  themselves, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  collection  of 
these  people,  and  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  Bpeeones  addressed  to  the  meeting 
thus  remarkably,  and  I  should  say  incon- 
veniently, assembled  P  Would  not  it  excite 
reasonaole  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  persons 
who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  if  violent 
speeches  are  made,  speeches  inciting  peo- 
ple to  improper  violence  P  What  is  likely 
to  be  the  effect  upon  such  a  meeting,  if 
persons  are  pointed  out  as  individuals 
attending  as  policemen,  and  then  a  por- 
tion of  the  multitade  run  after  those  per- 
sons P  What  is  likely  to  be  the  conse- 
quence P  Is  it  reasonable  and  prudent 
that  the  country  and  the  law  should 
tolerate  a  ooUection  of  persons  meeting 
together  to  have  speeches  of  that  sort 
made  to  them,  and  to  have  effects  like 
that  produced  P  If  jou  think  it  is  not, 
when  you  come  to  consider  the  case  and 
hear  the  speeches  that  were  made,  you 
will  say  whether  that  meeting  was  an  un- 
lawftil  assembly,  and  you  will  inquire  who 
were  present. 

Do  not  mistake  me,  however,  there. 
There  are  many  people  present  at  an  un- 
lawful assembly  who,  tnoagh  it  is  very 
imprudent  on  their  part  to  be  present, 
ought  not  to  be  convicted  of  an  offence. 
Many  will  attend  there  simply  for  curiosity. 
It  is  very  imprudent  to  do  so ;  they  must 
not  blame  anyone  but  themselves  if  juries 
misconstrue  uieir  motives ;  but,  if  you  were 
really  satisfied  that  they  were  there  by 
accident  or  from  curiosity  alone,  without 
any  bad  motives  or  without  having  any 
part  or  participation  in  the  unlawful 
assembly  itself,  you  ought  not  to  find  them 
guilty  ;  because,  although  their  bodies  are 
there,  their  minds  are  absent  from  the  un- 
lawful assembly.  Therefore  do  not  sup- 
pose that  every  one  who  is  present  is  to  be 
found  guilty,  as  one  of  the  defendants 
yesterday  supposed  was  the  law.  No 
doubt,  prima  facie,  every  one  present 
at  an  unlawful  assembly  is  to  show  his 
excuse  for  bein^  there,  but  we  do  not  take 
the  excuse  so  rigidly  as  he  seems  to  sup- 
pose we  do  ;  we  judge  of  men  more  calmly 
and  more  kindly  than  he  supposed  we  do  ; 
but  however,  if  you  find  people  making 
speeches  themselves,  you  cannot  but  say 
tnat  they  were  present  in  the  unlawful 
assembly  and  taking  part  in  the  illegality. 
Therefore,  those  who  make  inflammable 
speeches^  being  present  at  such  assemblies, 
are  clearly  gmlty  of  being  present,  and 
ought  to  be  found  so  if  you  are  satisfied 
of  the  faet  of  tiieir  presenoe. 


[The  learned  judge  proceeded  to  com- 
ment on  the  evidence  as  to  the  meeting  on 
June  11th  at  Blaokstone  Edge.] 

CoUingham  is  probably  mistaken  as  to 
Cropper*8  presenoe  at  Blaokstone  Edge. 

Now  the  question  is,  gentlemen,  whether 
those  speeches  were  really  made.  OoUing' 
ham  the  policeman  takes  no  notes  at  the 
time ;  ho  takes  obviously  only  those  parts 
of  the  speeches  which  occurred  to  his  un- 
derstanaing  to  be  the  most  pointed  of  all 
that  he  heard.  No  doubt  there  was  aereat 
deal  more  said  than  he  has  taken  down. 
The  question  is  whether  you  can  suggest 
yourselves,  if  these  parts  be  true,  any- 
thing which  might  have  been  said  which 
fairly  and  reasonably  could  have  explained 
those  things.  If  these  passages  were 
spoken,  and  bore  the  meanmg  which  the^^ 
apparently  bear  according  to  the  words 
used,  I  am  bound  to  tell  you  that  speeches 
of  that  description,  spoken  under  these 
circumstances,  to  a  meeting  thus  assem- 
bled and  brought  together  from  different 
parts  in  the  way  which  it  was,  on  a 
Sunday,  at  a  distance  from  the  part  of  the 
country  to  which  the  people  belonged, 
are  not  to  be  tolerated  in  any  civilised 
country. 

The  next  unlawful  assembly  is  said  to 
have  been  on  the  21st  of  May,  at  the 
People's  Institute.  The  question  is, 
whether  what  West,  Donovan,  and  JSevm)2c?« 
said  is  such  as  to  make  this  an  unlawful 
assembly.  It  depends  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  I  mentioned  before — was  it  such 
an  assembly,  as  would  reasonably  excite 
alarm  and  fear  in  the  minds  of  well-dis- 
posed people  who  knew  of  these  things 
being  aone  P  If  so,  you  have  no  right  to 
annoy  your  neighbours  by  large  assemblies 
of  this  description  ;  it  is  in  the  nature  of 
a  public  nuisance,  and  it  must  be  put 
down  by  the  same  law  as  puts  down  otner 
public  nuisances. 

[The  next  meeting  on  which  the 
Attorney  Oeneral  appears  to  rely  is  the 
one  in  Stevenson  Square  on  May  §7th.l 

You  cannot  inquire  into  more  than 
three  such  meetings,  because  there  are 
only  three  counts  in  the  indictment  which 
charge  unlawful  assemblies. 

Then  we  come  to  the  question  of  a  oon- 
spirlM^y.  That  will  depend  upon  atten- 
dances at  the  various  meetings.  We  have 
to  consider  whether  they  were  parties  to 
a  combination  that  force  should  be  used, 
that  they  would  excite  insurrection,  that 
they  would  arm,  and  that  they  would  |M'e- 
vent  the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  or  any 
of  these  purposes. 

[Having  gone  through  the  evidence 
affecting  the  other  defendants,  the  learned 
judge  proceeded.] 

With  respect  to  Leach,  he  is  proved  to 
hftre  spoken  but  a  very  moderate  «peodi 
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on  the  26tb  of  April.  He  spoke  npon  the 
dOth  of  April  also  a  moderate  speech; 
also  upon  the  4th  of  Jase  a  moderate 
speech.  Probably,  if  you  come  to  con- 
sider them,  you  will  not  consider  they  are 
such  as  to  effect  Leach  with  any  combi* 
nation  in  the  conspiracy  to  rt'sist  the  laws, 
if  yon  are  satisfied  that  there  was  any  such 
conspiracy,  because  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  urged  violence  at  all  at  any  meeting 
at  which  he  spoke.  Every  man  ought  to 
be  judged  of  oy  his  own  acts  rather  than 
by  the  acts  of  other  people.  If  a  man  docs 
not  participate  in  the  violent  speeches  of 
other  persons,  it  is  fair  to  ^ve  an  im- 
partial consideration  to  his  conduct, 
though  he  may  be  present.  The  case 
against  him  will  depend  upon  the  views 
you  take  of  his  conduct  at  Blackstone 
£dge.  He  goes  there  f^om  Manchester, 
therefore  he  cannot  be  said  to  have  been 
accidentally  there. 

The  jury  found  QroeoH,  Cropper,  Niwon, 
Donovan,  and  Leach  guilty  of  unlawful 
assembly  and  conspiracy,  and  Bankin, 
West,  and  White  guilty  of  unlawful  assem- 
bly only. 

Aldebsoh,  6. :  Prisoners  at  the  bar, 
You  have  all  been  convicted  eatisfactorily 
enough,  as  far  as  this  case  is  concerned,  of 
this  conspiracy,  and  two  of  you  of  attend- 
ing  a  very  dangerous  meeting  which  took 
place  upon  Blackstone  Edge. 

Defendant  ITDonough:  I  was  not  at 
that  meeting,  my  lord. 

Aldebsoh,  B.  :  I  do  not  discuss  that 
now,  it  is  of  no  use.  The  offence  you 
have  all  of  jon  been  guilty  of  is  one 
which  1  hope  is  not  now  so  dangerous  as 
it  was  at  the  time  when  it  was  committed. 
For  those  offences  began  with  distress, 
which  enables  artful  people  to  operate 
upon  the  minds  of  the  large  masses  of  the 
population  who  are  in  distress ;  and  when 
the  distress  ceases,  the  food  for  agitation 
ceasing,  agitation  ceases  with  it ;  it  is  no 
longer  found  to  be  profitable  to  agitate. 
I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  you  wero 
ever  in  distress.  It  does  not  appear  to 
me  that  any  of  you,  except  that  young  lad 
Niwon,  were  ever  in  distress.  What  in- 
duced you  to  act  thus  P  I  rather  think 
you  were  the  upper  class  who  agitated 
the  distressed  people,  rather  than  that 
yourselTes  were  suffering  from  distress. 
Two  of  you,  Donovan  and  White,  seem 
to  have  acted  upon  one  occasion  in  a 
praiseworthy  manner.  I  ought  not  to 
forget  that  when  I  pass  sentence  upon  you. 
It  ought  to  be  remembered  that  you  your- 
selves staggered  at  the  oonsec^uences  of 
your  own  acts,  and  were  unwilling  to  fol- 
low out  that  which  you  seemed  to  exhort 
others  to  do.  Tou  were  not  willing  that 
Manffh^frffT  should  be  attacked.    Donovan 


had  excited  the  people  very  much,  and  in 
a  way  which  made  it  extremelv  likely 
that  Manchester  would  be  attacked.  Upon 
the  81st  of  May,  when  that  procession  is 
coming  in,  you,  having  laid  the  gun- 
powder, when  it  is  about  to  explode  are 
wishing  to  put  your  hand  upon  it  to  ex- 
tinguish it ;  and,  like  others  who  put  their 
hands  into  the  fire  upon  such  an  occasion, 
you  were  very  nearly  getting  burnt.  You 
were  attacked  by  the  very  people  whom 
you  had  before  excited,  and  whyP  Be- 
cause they  thought  you  hiad  betrayed 
them.  Why  did  they  think  so  P  Because 
they  interpreted  your  speeches  as  an 
exhortation  to  them  to  do  what  they  were 
doing ;  and  when  you  come  to  stop  them 
from  doing  it,  they  think  you  have  turned 
traitor  to  the  principles  you  had  before 
been  inculcating. 

You  must  all  of  you  abide  a  severe  sen- 
tence, because  it  is  necessary  by  severe 
Punishment  to  prevent  these  offences, 
therefore,  the  sentence  upon  you,  Oroeoti, 
upon  you,  Cropper,  and  upon  you,  West,  for 
though  you  were  only  convicted  of  an 
unlawful  assembly,  I  cannot  but  remem- 
ber that  you  had  no  business  in  Man- 
chester when  vou  made  the  speech — you 
came  from  a  distance,  you  had  no  busi- 
ness  there — that  is  an  aggravation  in  your 
case.  So  it  is  in  yours.  White,  who  were 
at  Manchester  and  also  at  Blackstone 
Edge. 
Defendant  White :  1  was  on  business. 
Aldsbson,  B.:  You  had  no  business  to 
make  that  speech.  You  must  also  abide 
the  same  sentence  as  Orocott,  Cropper, 
Biwnkin,  Donovan,  and  Leach.  Leach  made 
more  moderate  speeches  than  the  rest — 
one  ought  not  to  forget  that.  He  does 
not  seem  to  have  gone  so  far  as  West,  and 
I  shall  not  pass  so  severe  a  sentence  upon 
him.  The  sentence  upon  you,  Oroeott, 
Bankin,  Cropper,  Donovan,  West,  and 
White,  is  that  you  be  severally  imprisoned 
for  a  year,  and  enter  into  security  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  for  two  years  to 
be  of  good  behaviour  and  keep  the  peace, 
yourselves,  each  of  vou  in  lOOJ.,  and 
sufficient  sureties  in  25Z.  each,  and  that 
you  be  imprisoned  till  that  security  be 
entered  into.  You,  Leach,  will  be  im- 
prisoned for  nine  months,  and  then  enter 
into  the  same  sureties  as  the  others. 
With  respect  to  vou,  M'Donough,  and  you, 
Chadvoick,  who  nave  pleaded  guilty,  and 
you,  Nixon,  you  being  a  young  man,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  pass  so  severe  a  sentence 
upon  you.  You,  ITDonough,  and  you, 
Chadioich,  are  to  be  imprisoned  for  six 
months,  and  to  give  security  for  your 
good  behaviour  in  50J.,  and  two  sureties 
of  lOi.  each  for  one  year.  You,  Niooon, 
having  been  already  in  prison  four  months, 
are  to  be  imprisoned    fur  four   "lOTiths 
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more,  and  to  give  seonrity  for  your  good 
behaviour  in  501.,  entering  into  your  own 
reoognizance.  Prom  your  poverty  I  fear 
yon  cannot  get  sureties,  and  I  do  not 
wish  to  put  you  into  the  position  of  being 
kept  in  prison. 

Defendant  West:  I  have  a  favour  to 
ask,  that  his  lordship  would  be  pleased  to 
direct  that  we  be  imprisoned  in  ijancaster 
Castle. 

Attorney '  Oeneral :  I  have  no  objec- 
tion. 

Aldsbson,  B.  :  I  would  do  so,  but  the 
fact  is  they  do  not  imprison  any  male 
prisoners  in  Lancaster  Castle  at  all. 

Defendcmt  West:  All  I  wish  to  ask  is 
that  I  shall  not  be  condemned  to  the 
solitary  system,  which  will  destroy  my 
health  and  deprive  me  of  my  life. 

Defendant  White:  Perhaps  you  will  have 
no  objection  to  allow  us  to  be  treated  as 
first-class  misdemeanants.  You  did  for- 
merly do  the  same  for  me  before,  for 
which  I  thank  you. 

Alderson,  B.  :  Were  you  ever  tried 
before  me  before  P 

Defendant  White:  Yes,  my  lord,  at 
Warwick. 


Albsbsok,  B.  :  I  have  not  the  least  re- 
collection of  it. 

Defendant  White:  I  trust  you  will  not 
consider  me  making  an  arrogant  asser- 
tion. 

Aldbrson,  B.  :  Any  reasonable  indul- 
gence I  can  give  you,  provided  I  keep  you 
safe  from  domg  mischief,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to.  But  I  am  afVaid  I  have  no  power 
over  the  internal  regulations  of  any  prison 
whatever. 

Attorney' General:  I  am  told  by  the 
gaoler  that  your  lordship  has  the  power, 
if  you  please,  of  saying  in  what  class  they 
shall  be  treated. 

Aldebson,  B.  :  I  have  no  objection  to 
their  being  first-class  misdemeanants. 

Oaoler :  Your  lordship  must  sentence 
them  to  that  class,  or  I  cannot  place  them 
in  it. 

Aldebsoit,  B.  :  Then  I  do  sentence 
them,  if  it  is  in  my  power  co  do  so. 

Materials  made  use  of. — ^The  jabove 
report  is  taken  ft*om  the  shorthand  notes 
preserved  at  the  Treasury ;  the  indictment 
from  the  copy  iu  the  Treasury  Solicitor's 
Papers,  374. 
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THE  QUEEN  agavnst  CHARLES  GAVAN  DUFFY. 


Pboceedings  against  Charles  Qavan  Duffy,  on  foub  Indictments 
FOR  Treason  Felony,  at  the  August  Sessions  of  the  Commis- 
sion Court,  Green  Street,  Dublin,  IS^S,  before  Pigot,  C.B.,  and 

PeNNEFATHER,  B.  'y.  AT  THE  OCTOBER  SESSIONS  BEFORE  TORRENS  AND 
CRAMPTON  J.J.  ;     AT    THE    DECEMBER    SESSIONS    BEFORE    PeRRIN,    J., 

AND  Richards,  B.  ;  and  at  the  February  Sessions,  1849,  before 
Ball,  J.,  and  Lefroy,  B.  (Reported  in  4  Cox,  C.C.  24,  117, 123, 
172,  294;  and  in  1  Ir.  Jur.,  81,  167,  188.) 

Trial  before  Ball,  J.,  and  Lefroy,  B.,  February  14th,  1849,  and 

THE  following  DAYS. 

At  the  Aufust  Sessions  of  the  Commission  Court,  Green  Street,  Dublin,  the  city  grand  Jury 
found  a  true  hill  against  Charles  Gavan  Duffy, (a)  the  registered  proprietor  and  publisher  of  the 
Nation  newspaper,  under  11  ic  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  the  'mason  Felony  Act,(6)  for  feloniously 
compassing  to  depose  the  Queen,  &c.,  and  to  levy  war  against  the  Queen,  &c.,  and  expressing, 
uttering,  and  declaring  such  compassings  by  publications  in  the  Nation  newspaper.  This  and 
two  other  indictments,  found  respectively  by  the  county  grand  jury  at  the  Ocfober  Sessions,  and 
by  the  city  grand  jury  at  the  December  Sessions,  were  not  proceeded  with,  as  hereinafter 
explained,  ana  the  prisoner  was  tried  on  a  fourth  indictment  found  at  the  February  Sessions,  1849, 
when  the  jury  disagreed.    The  prisoner  was  again  tried  in  April  with  the  same  result. 

1.  Indictment  under  Treason  Felony  Act—\\  jr  12  Vict.  c.  12. 

On  an  indictment  under  1 1  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.  s.  8,  making  it  felony  if  anj^one  shall  ^* compass, 
imagincj  invent,  devise,  or  intend  to  deprive  or  depose  our  most  gracious  lady  the  (}ueen 
.  .  .  .  and  such  compassing ^  imaginations,  inventions,  devices,  or  intentions,  or  any 
of  them,  shall  express,  utter,  or  declare,  by  publishing  any  printing  or  writing,  or  by  open 
and  advised  speaking,  or  by  any  overt  act  or  deed,**  held  under  this  section — 

By  Pessir,  J.,  and  Richards,  B.,  on  demurrer  to  the  third  indictment — 
A  count  charging  one  comparing  expressed  by  more  than  one  publication  or  overt  act  is 

not  bad  for  duplicity.(c) 
It  is  not  necessary  to  set  out  in  the  indictment  the  whole  of  the  printings  or  writings 
charged  as  publications ;  or  to  insert  any  coUoquiumy  innuendoes,  or  averments  express- 
ing the  intent  charged,  where  the  passages  set  out  plainly  import  the  compassing. 
The  publication  of  a  printing  or  writing  in  furtherance  of  the  compassing  may  also  be  well 
laid  as  an  overt  act  or  deed  ;  in  which  case  it  is  unnecessary  to  set  out  any  part  of  such 
printing  or  writing. 

By  Ball,  J.,  and  Lbfrot,  B.,  on  demurrer  to  the  fourth  indictment — 

In  a  count  for  felonious  compassing  expressed  by  publishing  a  printing  or  writing,  it  it 

unnecessary  to  aver  that  the  compassing  was  expressed  in  the  part  of  the  printing 

actually  set  out,  or  that  it  was  present  to  3ie  mind  of  the  prisoner  at  the  time  of  such 

expression,  or  that  there  was  a  treasonable  design  then  on  foot  or  in  contemplation. 

As  to  whether  it  is  necessary  to  aver  or  prove  that  the  publication  was  in  fimherance 

of  the  compassing,  see  pp.  857,  900. 
A  count  charging  a  compassing  on  June  3rd,  and  expressing,  uttering,  and  declaring  the 
said  compassing  by  publications  or  overt  acts  on  June  8rd,  17th,  24tb,  is  not  repugnant 
or  inseniible.(a)     Cf .  the  ruling  at  p.  833. 

8.  Felony — Demurrer — Right  to  plead  over,{e) 
By  Pbbkin,  J.,  and  Richards,  B. — 
A  demurrer  to  an  indictment  for  felony  under  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.  having  been  oyerruled» 
the  prisoner  was  allowed  to  plead  over. 

(a)  Afterwards  Prime  Minister  of  Victoria,  1871  ;  Knighted,  1873;  Speaker  of  Legislative 
Assembly,  1877  ;  K.C.M.G.  1878.  There  is  an  account  of  these  proceedings,  and  the  events  that 
gave  rise  to  them  in  his  *'  Young  Ireland,  Part  II.,  or  Four  Years  of  Irish  History,  1845-49." 

(6)  Short  Titles  Act,  1892  ;  as  to  the  Treason  Felony  Act,  see  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  £99  n. 

(c)  See  per  WiUes,  J.,  in  Mukahy  v.  Reg,  L.  K.  8  U.  L.  322. 

Id)  See  14  &  15  Vict.  c.  100.  ss.  24,  25. 

(«)  But  see  Rex  t.  Faderman,  1  Den.  C.C.  669 ;  3  C.  &  E.  253,  Mulcahy  v.  Keg.  L.  B. 
8  H.  L.  823. 
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8.  PUa  m  abatemad^^Orand  Juror — Qu(dificaH<m,{d) 
By  PsBimf,  J.,  and  Biohards,  B.— 

A  plea  in  abatement,  ayerring  that  a.  grand  juror  of  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
was  not  an  inhabitant  of,  or  resident  in,  or  a  freeman  or  burgess  of,  or  possessed  of  any 
freehold  or  rateable  property  in  the  city,  held  bad  for  not  al9o  averring  that  he  was  not  a 
free  and  lawful  man  of  the  body  of  the  county. 

•i.  Challenge  to  the  Array — Betigion  of  Juror».(Jbi) 
By  Ball,  J.,  and  Lbfrot,  B. — 
A  disproportion  between  the  respective  numbers  of  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  on 
the  panel  and  on  the  Jurors'  Book  of  the  year  is  not  of  itself  good  ground  of  challenffe 
to  the  array;  and  evidence  as  to  the  religion  of  jurors  cannot  ht  gone  into  for  me 
puspose  of  establishing  the  mere  fact  of  such  disproportion. 

5.  PMication  of  proceedings  forbidden  during  trial,  see  p.  80a. 

(a)  See  now  84  &  85  Vict.  c.  65.  s.  19. 

(b)  See  JKeg,  v.  Mitehel,  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  599  /  Reg.  v.  O'Doherty,  ib,  881  >  Seg,  v.  Smith 
(ySrien,  above  p.  1  ;  Reg.  v.  Walshe,  Limerick  Special  Commission,  1867,  p.  448.  The  Juries 
Act  (Ireland),  1871,  34  (k  85  Vict.  c.  65.  s.  19,  now  requires  the  sheriff  in  arraying  the  panel  to 
take  the  names  from  the  Jurors'  Book  in  the  alphabetical  order  therein  prescribed ;  see  also 
89  &  40  Vict  c.  78.  s.  17. 
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Commission  Cottbt,  Grben  Stsebt,  Dublik. 

August  Sbssions,  1848. 

Before  Pioor,  C.6.,  and  Pennepathsr,  B. 

Tuesday,  Angnst  8i>h. 

The  Ci^  Grand  Jnry  found  a  tme  bill 
against  Charles  Chvan  Duffy  for  felony 
under  11  &  12  Ftc^.  c.  12. 

Counsel  for  the  Crown :  The  Attorney' 
Qeneral  {MonaJian  (a) ) ,  the  Solioitor-Oene' 
rai  (HatoheU),  Baldwin,  Q.C.  ;  Serjt. 
0*Brien,(b)  Whiteside,  Q.C.,(c)  Plunket, 
Q.O.,  8myly,  Pennefather,  and  Perrin. 

Counsel  for  the  prisoner :  Butt,  Q.C.,(d) 
Holme$,{e)  Sir  0.  O'Loghlen,  and  John 
0*Hagan.(f) 

The  prisoner  was  placed  at  the  bar,  and 
the  abstract  of  the  indictment,  with  the 
titles  of  the  various  publications  charged 
therein,  was  read. 

Clerk  of  the  Crown:  How  say  you, 
Cha/rles  Oavan  Duffy— are  you  guiliy  or 
not  gailt]^  P 

The  prisoner  made  no  reply. 


(a)  Afterwards  Chief  Jnstiee  of  C.P.,  Ir. 
(5)  „  a  JuDtice  of  Q.6.,  Ir. 

(tf)  „  Chief  Justioe  of  Q.B.,  Ir. 

(<0  See  Diet.  Nat.  Bio^. 
(O  See  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  682ii. 
(/)  Afterwards  a  Justice  of  Q.B.,  Ir.,  and 
Judge  of  the  Irish  Land  Commissioo. 


Baldwin,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the 
Crown ,  baring  resisted  an  application  for 
a  copy  of  the  indictment,  Sir  U,  (fLoghlen, 
for  the  prisoner,  required  the  whole  indict- 
ment to  be  read  over  by  the  Chrh  of  the 
Crown, 

After  the  reading  had  cominenoed,  the 
Court  adjourned  at  the  suggestion  of 
Pennefatheb,  B.,  to  givo  the  counsel  for 
the  Crown  an  opportunity  of  consulting 
whether  they  would  grant  a  copy. 

Wednesday,  August  9th,  1848. 

The  City  Grand  Jury  found  a  true  bill 
against  John  Martin,  (a)  Kevin  Izod 
0'Doheriy,Qi)  and  Biehard  DcUton  WUUams 
for  felony. 

Williams  pleaded.  Not  guilty. 

The  Attorney-  Oeneral  stated,  that  under- 
standing there  was  to  be  an  application  for 
the  postponement  of  the  trials, (c)  he  would 
not  proceed  with  Duffy's  arraignment  until 
the  application  in  the  other  cases  had  been 
decided. 

Sir  C.  O'LoghUn :  Mr.  Duffy  was  brought 
up  yesterday,  and  arraigned;  and  he  is 
now  entitled  to  have  his  plea  recorded. 

Attorney' General:  He  did  not  plead  at 
that  time. 

Sir  C.  O'Loghlen  havinff  stated,  after 
some  discussion,  that  he  nad  not  oome 
prepared  to  argue  the  point,  the  matter 
stood  over. 

Thursday,  August  10th,  1848. 

Mr.  0*Doheirty  and  Mr.  Duffy  were 
placed  at  the  bar. 

Sir  C.  O'Loghien  argued  that  the  ar- 
raignment being  complete,  the  prisoner 

(a)  See  6  St  Tr.  N.S.  995. 
(hi)  Ib.  831. 
(c)  Ib,  6S7. 
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was  eutitled  to  plead,  aud  cited  2  Hale, 
P.O.  219- 

"  The  aiTai|?nment  of  the  prisoner,  thsrefore, 
consists  of  these  parts  :  First,  the  calling  the 
prisoner  to  the  bar  by  his  name,  commanding 
him  to  hold  up  his  hand,  which,  though  it  may 
seem  a  trifling  circumstance,  yet  it  is  of  import- 
ance, for  by  holding  up  his  hand  constat  de 
persona  indictati,  and  he  owns  himself  to  be  of 
that  name." 

That  practice  is  not  followed  now.  It 
has  been  held  sufficient,  if  he  answers  to 
his  name. 

**  Secondly,  reading  the  indictment  distinctly 
in  English,  that  he  may  understand  his  charge." 

*'  Thirdly,  demanding  of  him  whether  he  be 
guilty  or  not  guilty." 

From  this  it  appears  that  a  prisoner's 
arraigpunent  is  complete  when  the  ques- 
tion is  asked  of  him  whether  he  be  guilty 
or  not  guilty.  That  question  was  asked 
of  Mr.  Ihiffy. 

Bat,  assuming  that  the  arraignment  was 
not  complete  till  the  application  to  have 
the  indictment  read  was  complied  with, 
the  reading  was  stopped  by  the  Court,  and 
the  prisoner  ought  not  to  be  prejudiced 
by  what  was  done  merely  for  the  conve- 
menoe  of  the  Court,  and  in  order  to  save  the 
public  time.  Xi  we  had  for  a  moment 
imagined  that  such  an  objection  would 
have  been  raised  by  the  Attorney  •General 
we  would  have  asked  your  lordship,  at  the 
sitting  of  the  Conrt  yesterday,  to  have 
completed  the  reading  of  the  indictment. 
But  we  never  did,  and  we  consider  our- 
selves to  be  deceived  in  this  case  by  the 
conduct  of  those  who  act  for  the  Crown ; 
because  we  believed  yesterday  morning 
from  communications  with  the  Crown  that 
the  AUorneU'Oeneirai  had  consented  to  fur- 
nish  us  with  a  copy  of  the  indictment,  and 
for  that  reason  we  did  not  apply  to  your 
lordships  yesterday  to  have  the  indict- 
ment read  out  aloud.  But,  my  lords,  what 
has  occurred  since  P  We  hcwe  been  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  the  indictment. 
This,  I  think,  puts  an  end  to  the  objection 
of  the  non-completion  of  the  arraignment. 

AUorney^Oeneral :  My  lords,  I  respect- 
fully submit  that  Mr.  Buffy  is  not  now 
entitled,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  record  his 

Elea,  because,  in  point  of  fact,  he  has  not 
een  arraigned. 

PiGOT,  O.B.:  The  arraignment  is  not 
completed;  and  no  authority  is  cited  to 
show  that  in  the  circumstances  which  have 
occurred  it  was  completed.  There  are  two 
questions  here — first,  whether  the  arraign- 
ment was  completed ;  and  seconoly, 
whether,  supposing  it  not  completed, 
there  is  any  reason  why  Mr.  Dufy's  ar- 
raignment should  now  be  proceeclecl  with. 
JnorHEVATHEB,  B.,  concurred. 


Butt  foliowcd,  and  asked  the  Court  in^ 
their  discretion  to  allow  a  plea  of  not^ 
guilty  to  be  recorded. 

Fennefatheb,  B.:  What  inconvenience 
do  you  suggest ;  or  do  you  suggest  anv  P 

Butt:  I  am  really  at  a  loss,  my  lord,  to 
suggest  an  inconvenience. 

Pennefatheb,  B.  :  Because  it  strikes  the 
Lord  Chief  Ba/ron  and  myself  that  we 
cannot  find  the  inconvenience  to  the  pri- 
soner, or  the  advantage  to  the  Crown. 

Butt :  I  am  unable  to  suggest  any,  mj 
lord.  Your  lordship  knows  very  well  it 
is  a  very  anxious  duty  to  defend  a  prisoner  ; 
and  when  I  find  the  Crown  pressing  this 
matter,  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of  moment 
and  advantage  to  them,  I  should  not  feel 
myself  jnstined  in  not  resisting  it,  al- 
though I  cannot  suegest  the  advantage. 
£  think  it  is  enough  ror  me  to  feel  that  the 
Crown  are  seeking  it  as  an  advantafi;e,  and 
that  I  am  bound,  by  my  duty  to  the  pri- 
soner, to  resist  it.  If  the  Crown  will  state 
their  object,  then  we  shall  be  able  to  judge 
of  it. 

Solicitor' General  for  the  Crown:  The 
arraignment  is  not  yet  complete.  It  is  not 
for  the  prisoner's  counsel  to  dictate  the 
course  of  conduct  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Crown.  Matters  may  be  under  the  con- 
sideration  of  the  Attorney 'General  which 
he  ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  disclose. 

Attorney-General:  As  far,  my  lord,  as  I 
am  personally  concerned,  I  am  merely  dis- 
charging a  public  duty ;  and  my  anxiety 
is,  to  perform  it  honestly  and  conscien- 
tiously to  the  country.  It  is  suggested 
that  I  am  influenced  by  a  desire  to  obtain 
an  unfair  advantage.  My  lords,  I  have  no 
interest  whatever  in  so  doin^;  the  only 
object  I  have  in  view  is  to  discharge  mj 
duty  honestly  and  fairly.  If  this  trial  is 
to  go  on  at  the  present  Commission,  I  mar 
be  perfectly  satisfied  to  have  Mr.  Dujfif 
tried  for  the  ofience  for  which  a  true  bill 
has  been  found.  If,  on  the  other  band, 
as  is  suggested,  applications  are  to  be 
made  tio  postpone  the  trials,  it  may  be  that 
I  should  not  properly  be  discharging  my 
duty  to  the  Crown  if  I  allowed  myself  to 
be  in  any  way  embarrassed  by  having  a 
bill  found  for  felony,  and  issue  joined 
thereon,  when  the  same  materials  would 
enable  me  to  present  a  bill  for  high  treason. 
The  statute  enacts,  that  if  my  evidence 
amount  to  treason,  even  though  I  charge 
felony,  that  does  not  vitiate  the  indictment. 
Perhaps,  my  lord,  if  I  am  gailty  at  all,  it 
is  that  I  have  taken  the  milder  course— -in 
that  I  have  presented  a  bill  for  felony 
instead  of  a  bill  for  high  treason.  I  may 
have  done  this,  anxious  to  have  the  case 
proceeded  with  and  determined.  But,  my 
lord,  if  the  case  is  not  determined  at  the 
present  Commission,  I  trust  the  Court 
will  not,  as  it  is  put  merely  as  a  matter  of 
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discretion  and  not  as  an  abstract  right, 
compel  me  to  adopt  a  course  which  will 
hereafter  involve  me  in  difficulties,  or 
fetter  my  discretion  hereafter  in  present- 
ing a  bill  for  high  treason. 

iuU :  What  has  been  said  by  the  Attor- 
ney' General  forms  another  and  a  stronger 
ground  why  I  should  press  upon  the 
lourt  my  application  that  the  plea  of 
Mr.  Duffy  should  be  received.  It  is  my 
duty  to  the  unfortunate  prisoner,  threat- 
ened with  the  severest  penalties  of  the 
law,  to  state,  that  after  the  Court  rose  last 
night  his  instructions  to  me  were,  that  he 
would  stand  his  trial  at  this  Commission  ; 
and  he  is,  my  lord,  now  ready  to  stand  his 
trial  upon  the  bill  which  has  been  found 
against  him.  Something  has  been  said 
about  unprecedented  courses.  I  will  tell 
the  Court  what  is  unprecedented ; — it  ih 
unprecedented  that  the  Attomey-Oeneral 
should  stand  up  in  this  Court,  and  when  a 
prisoner  is  about  to  apply  for  what  is  his 
undoubted  right,  for  a  postponement  of 
his  trial  upon  grounds  which  common 
humanity  ought  to  make  any  man  accede 
to — upon  the  grounds  of  excitement  of  the 
public  mind,  and  that  some  of  the  articles 

>VTitten  in  his  paper 

AtUmiey-Oeneral :  No  affidavit  of  that 
has  been  made. 

Butt :  The  Attomey-Oeneral  has  said  in 
the  presence  of  the  Court,  that  if  counsel 
for  the  prisoner  exercised  their  undoubted 
right  of  making  an  application  for  the 
postponement  of  the  trial  of  this  man 
— in  the  event  of  our  so  doin^,  he 
threatens  that  he  will  abandon  this  bill 
for  felony,  and  send  up  another  for  high 
treason. 

Attomey-Oerieral :  I  did  not,  my  lords, 
say  any  such  thing. 

PlooT,  C.B. :  We  are  not  called  upon 
now  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  arraign- 
ment of  this  prisoner.  We  are  called  upon 
by  the  Crown,  on  a  statement  that  circum- 
stances exist  requiring  further  considera- 
tion, not  to  proceed  at  present  with  the 
completion  of  the  arraignment.  We  are 
not  called  upon  to  say,  that  Mr.  Duffy  shall 
not  have  an  opportunity  of  being  ar- 
raigned, and  pleading  at  the  present 
Commission.  It  appears  to  lue  to  be  not 
according  to  precedent  to  yield  to  the 
application  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  I 
believe  it  is  not  now  pressed  as  such.  I 
do  not  see  anything  in  this  case  which 
calls  upon  us  at  this  moment  to  proceed 
with  the  arraignment  of  the  prisoner.  The 
proceedings  of  the  Commission  are  still 
pending ;  they  are  not  about  to  close ;  and 
there  being,  in  truth,  another  case,  accord- 
ing to  the  arraigmneni  of  yesterday,  fixed 
for  this  morning,  all  we  can  sav  is,  that  at 
present  we  shall  not  proceed  with  the 
arraignment  of  Mr.  Dt^^,  but  shall  pro- 
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ceed,  as  we  were  about  to  do,  with  the 
case  of  the  Queen  v.  O'Doherty, 

This  iudictment  was  not  further  pro- 
ceeded with. 


October  Sessions,  1848. 

October  28th. 

Before  Torrens  and  Crampton,  JJ. 

At  these  sessions  the  Attorney- Geyieral 
preferred  a  second  indictment  of  similar 
purport  against  the  prisoner  before  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  under 
6  Geo.  4.  c.  61.  s.  3,  which  provides — 

"  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  prosecutor  to 
prefer  a  bill  of  iudictment  for  any  offence 
committed  within  any  county  of  a  city,  &c.,  in 
Ireland,  to  the  jury  of  the  adjoiuiog  county,  &c., 
sworn  and  charged  to  inquire,  &c.,  for  such 
county  of  a  city.*^ 

A  true  bill  having  been  found  by  the 
grand  jury  of  the  county,  the  first  indict- 
ment  found  in  the  county  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  was  quashed,  on  the  motion  of  the 
Attorney-General,  and  a  haheae  corpus  is- 
sued, signed  by  Torrens  and  Crampton,  JJ., 
the  judges  presiding  at  the  Commission, 
for  the  removal  of  tne  prisoner  from  the 
custody  of  the  city  sheriff  to  that  of  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Dublin,  under  b.  0 
of  the  above  Act, 

"  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  judges 
of  His  M^esty's  Court  of  King's  Bench  in 
Ireland,  or  any  of  the  justices  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  or  General  Gaol  Delivery  for  any 
such  next  adjoining  county  as  aforesaid,  upon 
the  application  of  any  such  prosecutor  or  prose- 
cutors ten  days  next  before  the  holding  of  any 
sessions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General 
Gaol  Delivery  for  such  last-mentioned  county 
by  proper  writs  of  habeas  corpus,  which  they 
are  liereby  empowered  and  authorized  to  issue, 
to  cause  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  in 
the  custody  of  any  sheriff  or  sheriffs  or  of  the 
keepers  of  any  gaol  or  prison  ch»rf?cd  with  any 
offence  or  offences  committed  within  any  county 
of  a  city,  county  of  a  town  or  town  corporate, 
to  be  removed  into  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of 
such  next  adjoining  county,  in  order  that  such 
person  or  persons  may  for  such  offence  or 
offences  as  aforesaid  be  tried  in  such  last-men- 
tioned county." 

The  prisoner  having  been  called  upon 
to  plead,  his  counsel  objected  that  the 
writ  of  haheae  corf  us  removing  the  pri- 
soner to  the  custoay  of  the  county  sheriff 
had  not  issued  ten  days  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  Commission,  as  required  by  the 
at^ve  section. 

The  Court,  consisting  of  Tokbeks  and 
Crampton,  JJ.,  upheld  this  contention, 
and  gave  judgment  that  the  prisoner 
should  not  be  removed  from  the  custody 
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of  the  city  sheriff  for  trial  in  the  county 
at  those  sessions,  (a) 

The  prisoner  remained  in  the  custody 
of  the  city  sheriff,  and  on  November  3rd 
an  application  that  he  shonld  be  released 
from  such  custody,  there  being  no  longer 
any  indictment  pending  against  him  in 
the  city,  the  first  indictment  having  been 
quashed,  was  refused. (&) 

D£CE)ifi£B  Sessions,  ]848. 
December  16bh  and  18th. 

Before  Pebrin,  J.,  and  Eichards,  B. 

At  the  ensuing  December  sessions  the 
AUomey*  General  did  not  proceed  with  the 
second  indictment,  found  in  the  county  of 
Dublin,  but  preferred  a  third  indictment 
before  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Dublin. 

The  grand  jury  having  found  the 
bUl— 

Ferrtm,  J.:  Let  it  be  understood  that 
none  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Court 
connected  with  thii  trial  be  published 
juntil  this  trial  is  over.(c) 

Butt,  Q.O.,  moved  to  quash  the  new  in- 
dictment found  in  the  city,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  competent  to  the  Grown, 
after  proceeding  in  the  county  under 
6  Geo.  4.  c.  61.  s.  3,  to  revert  to  the  city 
jurisdiction  and  prefer  an  indictment 
there.  The  6th  section  provides  that  the 
prisoner  shall  be  transferred  to  the  county 
sheriff,  the  7th,  that  the  witnesses  under 
recognizances  shall  be  bound  to  attend 
the  sessions  for  the  county,  on  receiving 
notice  ten  days  before  the  opening  of  the 
sessions,  and  the  8th,  that  it  shall  be 
sufficient  if  the  notices  be  left  at  their 
place  of  abode,  and  that,  if  they  attend 
the  county  sessions,  their  recognizances 
shall  be  discharged.  That  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  prosecutor  and  witnesses, 
and  may  be  waived  by  the  attendance  of 
the  witnesses  without  notice.  The  9th 
.section  forbids  a  return  to  the  city  grand 
jury— 

**  After  the  delivery,  us  aforesaid,  of  any  of 
the  said  notices,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
person  or  persons  to  prefer  any  bill  or  bills  of 
indictment,  or  to  return  any  inquisition  for  any 
offence  or  offences  mentioned  in  the  said  recog- 

(a)  See  4  Cox  C.  C.  117. 

(6)  Not  reported. 

(c)  As  to  this  power  see  note  in  Hardii^a 
case,  1  St.  Tr.  N.  S.  672it.  The  order  in  this 
oase  was  disregarded  by  the  London  papers 
which  reached  Dublin  on  the  evening  of  the 
day  of  issue.  The  Times  observed: — "  We  care 
as  little  for  the  solenn  warning  of  Mr.  Justice 
Perrin  as  for  a  veto  of  the  Grand  IJama  of 
Thibet."—  Tiwes,  Dec.  18th  1 848.  The  order  was 
rescinded  on  Deceraher  23rd  ;  see  below,  p,  817. 


nizances,  or  any  of  them  at  or  to  any  sessions  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  or  General  Gaol  Delivery 
for  any  such  county  of  a  city,  county  of  a  town 
or  town  corporate." 

This  clause  was  enacted  to  prevent  pro- 
ceedings bein^  transferred  backwards  and 
forwards,  which  might  be  made  an  in- 
strument of  great  oppression.  Reg.  v. 
TrenorXa)  Hayes  Cr.  L.  908. 

FfiB&ufl,  J. :  What  are  the  facts  w^ich 
bring  this  case  within  the  9th  section  of 
the  statute  P 

Butt:  The  case,  if  not  within  the  ex- 
press words  of  the  Act,  is  clearly  within 
the  spirit  of  it ;  for,  although  notices  may 
not  have  been  served  on  the  witnesses  to 
secure  their  attendance  in  the  county, 
yet,  if  they  attend  there  without  notice, 
their  recognizance  is  discharged,  and  it  is 
the  prosecutor's  duty  to  have  these  notices 
served,  and  the  informations  returned. 
If,  then,  he  does  not  do  what  it  is  his  duty 
to  do,  can  he  therefore  go  back  to  the  city 
and  obtain  an  advantage  which  be  would 
not  otherwise  be  entitled  to  P 

Attorney- (General  {Mo}%ahan) :  S.  9  of 
6  Geo,  4.  c.  61.  only  forbids  another  indict- 
ment to  be  preferred  in  the  city,  where 
notices  have  been  served  unaer  that 
statute.  No  notices  have  been  served 
on  the  witnes'ses  in  this  case.  The  pri- 
soner is  still  in  the  custody  of  the  city 
sheriff.  The  statute  does  not  bind  the 
Crown.  S.  13  requires  the  person  seeking 
to  change  the  jurisdiction  to  give  security 
for  costs.  The  indictment  in  the  county 
was  preferred  on  account  of  the  objection 
taken  to  the  city  grand  iurors  in  Martin^ $ 
case.(&)  That  objection  having  been  over- 
ruled, it  was  the  more  constitutional 
course  to  send  up  a  bill  a^inst  the  pri- 
soner in  the  jurisdiction  in  which  the 
offence  was  committed. 

Namer,  Q.C.,(c) replied  for  the  prisoner, 
and  tne  Solidtor-Oer^eral  for  the  Crown. 

December  18th. 

IPbrbih,  J.,  gave  jud^ment,(€l)  refbsing 
the  motion  to  quash  the  indictment  on  the 
ground  that  the  9th  section  did  not  bind 
the  Crown,  and  also  that  the  case  did  not 
come  within  the  9th  section,  no  notices 
having  been  served  under  the  Act.] 

I  do  not  think  we  ought,  on  this  motion, 
to  quash  this  bill,  or  that  we  ought  to 
imply  a  prohibition  restraining  the  Crown 
though  none  such  is  expressed ;  we  are  to 
take  care  that  the  prisoner  is  not  exposed 
to  the  inconvenience  of  two  trials,  or  to 
any  future  serious   inconvenience.      On 


(a)  2  Cr.  &  Dix.  Circ.  168. 

(6)  6  St  Tr.  N.S.  925. 

(c)  Afterwards  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

(rf)  Reported  in  full  in  4  Cox  C.  C.  128. 
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looking  into  the  two  indictments,  which 
we  thought  it  our  duty  to  do,  we  find  that 
this  indictment  is  mnch  shorter  than  the 
former,  one-third  of  the  length ;  it  contains 
twenty-three  pages  instead  of  sixty-seven 
and  contains  Bix  counts  instead  of  thirteen. 
It  is  said  that  the  prisoner  has  made  con- 
siderable preparations  for  his  defence,  but 
there  is  no  allegation  that  these  prepara- 
tions have  been  thrown  away  ;  there  is  no 
allegation  that  he  cannot  have  a  fair  amd 
impartial  trial. 

[Rich ABBS,  6.,  concurred  on  the  ground 
that  the  9th  section  did  not  apply,  no 
notices  having  been  served,  but  doubted 
whether  the  Crown  was  not  bound  by  it, 
if  applicable.] 

With  respect  to  the  general  allega- 
tions of  hardship  and  oppression  sug- 
fested  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  my 
rother  Perrin  has  shown  that  no  in- 
convenience to  the  prisoner  can  result 
from  the  course  taken  by  the  Grown  in 
this  case.  If  we  found  that  the  proceed- 
ings were  calculated  unjustly  to  oppress 
the  prisoner  and  to  delay  him  from  having 
his  case  disposed  of,  although  the  pen- 
dency of  one  indictment  cannot  be  relied 
on  as  an  answer  to  a  second  indictment 
for  the  same  offence, (a)  I  should  neverthe- 
less hope  the  Court  would  possess  sufficient 
power  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  sending  up 
indictments,  totiea  quoHes,  in  different 
jurisdictions,  for  the  purpose  of  embarrass- 
ing a  prisoner  in  his  defence,  or  delaving 
him  from  having  himself  delivered  of  the 
charge  against  him.  But  that  is  not  the 
present  case,  and  whatever  the  reasons  of 
the  AUamey- General  may  be  for  resorting 
now  again  to  the  city  jurisdiction,  no  fact 
has  been  suggested  from  which  it  can  be 
fairly  inferred  that  any  difficulty  has  been 
caused  to  the  party  charged  bv  the  course 
so  adopted  by  the  Crown ;  and  it  shall  be 
our  duty  to  take  care  that  the  prisoner 
shall  not  be  in  a  worse  position  in  refer- 
ence to  the  period  of  his  trial  by  means  of 
the  present  proceedings,  than  he  would  be 
if  he  were  to  be  tried  upon  the  indictment 
preferred  in  the  county,  and  this  we  have 
rail  power  within  ourselves  to  accomplish, 
inasmuch  as  we  are  sitting  under  a  Com- 
mission for  the  county  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  as  well  as  under  a  Commission  for 
the  county  of  Dublin,  and  it  is  our  present 
intention  to  dispose  of  every  case  in  the 
seyeral  calendars  laid  before  us  before  we 
rise. 


December  19th  and  22nd,  1848. 

The  prisoner,  upon  being  called  on  to 
plead,  tendered  the  two  following  pleas  in 


(rt)  Sec  Reg.  v.  MHchel,  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  545. 


abatement,  which  he  duly  verified  by  affi- 
davit : — 

Flbas  IK  Abatement. 
**  And  now,  &c.,  for  plea  in  abatement  never- 
theless saith  that  he  ought  not  to  be  compelled 
to  answer  the  said  supposed  indictment,  and 
that  the  same  ought  to  be  quashed,  because 
he  jsaith  that  Walter  Sweetman,  one  of  the 
jurors  aforesaid,  by  whom  the  said  supposed 
indictment  was  found  a  true  bUl  as  aforesaid, 
was  not,  at  the  time  of  his  being  sworn  on  the 
irraud  inquest  aforesaid,  nor  at  the  time  of  his 
finding  the  said  supposed  indictment  a  true  hill, 
as  aforesaid,  an  inhabitiint  of  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Dublin,  or  resident  within  the  same,  or  u 
freeman  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  seised  of  any 
estate  of  freehold  in  the  said  county  of  the  city 
of  Dublin,  and  this  he  the  said  Charles  Gavan 
Duffy  is  ready  to  verify ;  wherefore  he  prays 
judgment  of  the  said  indictment,  and  that  the 
same  may  be  quashed,  and  so  forth.*' 

There  was  a  like  plea  as  to  PaMiek 
Boylan,  alleging  that  he  was  not 

**an  inhabitant  of  the  county  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  or  resident  within  the  same,  or  a  free- 
man of  the  city  of  Dublin,  or  a  burgess  of  the 
said  city,  or  seised,  or  possessed  of,  or  en- 
titled to  any  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ments within  the  said  county  uf  the  city,  for 
any  estate  of  freehold,  or  any  less  estate,  or 
entitled  to  auy  property  within  the  said  county 
of  the  city,  in  respect  of  which  he,  the  said 
Patrick  Boylan,  was  liable  to  be  rated  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  or  for  county,  parish,  or 
municipal  taxes,  and  this  he  the  said  Charles 
Gavan  Duffy  is  ready  to  verify ;  whereupon  he 
prays  judgment  of  the  said  indictment,  and  that 
the  same  may  be  quashed,  and  so  forth/' 

To  both  these  pleas  demurrer  by  the 
Attorney- General — Joinder  in  demurrer. 

Before  the  demurrer  was  argued.  Butt, 
Q.C.,  applied  to  the  Court  that  the 
Attorney- General  might  be  compelled  to 
take  some  course  with  reference  to  the 
indictment  pending  against  the  prisoner 
in  the  county. 

Attorney- General :  If  the  pleas  in  abate* 
ment  to  tiie  indictment  found  by  the  city 
grand  jury  are  held  good,  it  will  have  the 
effect  of  quashing  that  indictment ;  there- 
fore the  Crown  ought  not  at  this  stage  of 
the  proceedings  to  be  compelled  to  take 
any  particular  course  as  to  tne  indictment 
found  in  the  county.  There  is  no  inten* 
tion  of  harassing  the  prisoner.  If  the 
general  issue  had  been  pleaded,  and  a 
trial  could  be  had  upon  the  city  indict- 
ment, the  case  would  be  different. 

Pekrin,  J. :  We  will  not  now  call  upon 
the  Crown  to  quash  the  county  indict- 
ment,  but  will  hear  the  argument  of  the 
demurrer. 

Attorn ey-(hneral,  in  support  of  the  de« 
mmrer:  l*ho  prisoner  has  no  right  to 
plead  two  separate  pleas.  1  Ch4t.  C.  L.  434 ; 
ArchhohVs  Pleading  in  Civil  Cases,  805, 
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2nd  edit.,  where  it  is  laid  down  that  a  de- 
fendant shall  not  plead  two  pleas  in  abate- 
ment, which  go  to  the  whole  declaration  ; 
and  Com.  Dig.  tit.  "Abatement,'*  I.  3. 

At  com  no  on  law  there  is  no  necessary 
qualification  for  a  grand  juror  at  a  com- 
mission of  oyer  and  terminer,  except  that 
he  should  heprohus  et  legalia  homo  or  liher 
et  legalia.  There  is  no  allegation  here 
that  Mr.  Boylan  is  not  Uber  et  legalie  homo. 
A  plea  of  this  kind  must  negative  all  the 
qualifications  which  would  render  a  party 
competent.  It  is  quite  consistent  with  this 
plea,  that  this  gentleman  is  a  merchant 
carrying  on  business  in  Dublin  with  his 
partner,  but  not  residing,  and  though  he 
might  have  no  rateable  property  in  Dublin, 
still  he  might  wiell  be  described,  as  he  is 
in  the  sherifi"s  return  annexed  to  the  writ, 
as  **of  Grafton  Street,  in  the  city  of 
Dublin,  merchant." 

The  forms  of  precept  to  the  sheriff 
for  summoning  grand  juries  are  given  in 
2  Hale  P.  C.  IM*.  At  sessions  of  the  peace 
he  is  to  summon  jurors — 
'*  quorum  quilihet  habeat,  40«.  de  terris  et  teoe- 
mentis  liberi  tenementi." 

But  in  commissions  of  oyer  and  ter- 
miner— 

**  tarn  vi<;inti  quatuor  probos  et  legales  homines 
de  quolibet  hundredo  com.  praedict.  ad  inquir- 
endum,  prasentandunit faciendum  et  exequandum 
ea  omnia,  qua  ex  parte  domioi  regis  adtunc  et 
ibidem  eis  injungerentur  quam  alios  viginti 
quatuor  probos  et  legales  homiues  de  com'  prse> 
diet'  ad  faciend'  juratam  inter  dominum  regem 
et  prisones  prcedictos." 

This  precedent  omits  the  freehold  quali- 
fication, and  is  taken  from  Co.  Ent.  f.  55a. 
Hale  goes  on,  p.  155 — 

'*  Touching  their  annuus  census  I  do  not  find 
anything  determined,  but  freeholders  they 
ought  to  be.  The  stat.  of  2  Hen.  5.  c.  8.,  that  re- 
quires jurors  that  pass  upon  the  trial  of  a  man's 
life  to  have  405.  per  ann.  freehold,  hath  been 
the  measure  by  which  the  freehold  of  grand  jury- 
men hath  been  measured  in  precepts  of  sum- 
mons to  bcssions." 

The  doctrine  of  their  being  freeholders 
has  been  overruled  by  all  the  iudges  in 
England,  Anon.(a)  In  Sfieridans  and 
Kirwan's  case  (6)  it  was  held  that  free- 
hold was  not  necessary  in  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  that  the  plea  was  bad  for 
not  negativing  that  the  juror  was  a 
freeman  of  the  city.  The  word  liber 
homo  does  not  mean  a  freeholder  but  a 
free  man,  in  contradistinction  to  a  villein. 
The  only  case  of  an  application  to  quash 
an  indictment  for  a  defect  in  a  juror  being 
successful   was   under  11  Hen,  4.  c.  9., 


(a)  Boss.  &,  By.  177. 
(6)  81  St.  Tr.  676. 


WithipoWa  case,(a)  where  one  of  th« 
jurors  was  an  outlaw.  It  is  indeed  said 
m  2  Hawk.  P.  0.  c.  25.  s.  16,  that  the  in- 
dictment— 

"roust  be  found  by  twelve  men  at  the  least, 
every  one  of  whom  ought  to  be  of  the  same 
county,  and  ought  also  to  be  a  freeman,  and  a 
lawful  liege  subject,** 

He  refers  to  FUick^e  case,  but  there  there 
was  no  averment  that  the  jurors  were 
probi  et  legales  {b) — 

'*  Flack  was  indicted  of  mnrder,  and  the  in- 
dictment was  inquisitio  capta  coram,  (^c  ,  per 
sacramentum,  and  it  does  not  say  proborum  et 
legalium  hominum,  and  it  does  not  show  what 
county  ;  and  for  that  it  was  reversed,** 

Those  statutes  which  have  been  passed 
directing  sheriffs  to  return  persons  of  cer- 
tain property  on  juries,  as  13  Edw.  1.  c.  38., 
21  £dw,  1.  c.  2.,  whether  they  have  been 
repealed  or  not,  were  merely  for  the  ease 
of  jurors ;  and  gave  no  right  of  challenge ; 

2  Inst.  447,  448.    The  present  Jury  Act, 

3  &  4  WiU.  4.  c.  91.,  does  not  refer  to  grand 
jurors  at  commissions  of  oyer  and  termi- 
ner, and  there  is  nothing  in  the  statute  to 
show  what  the  qualification  of  a  grand 
juror  is  to  be. 

John  O'Hagan  control:  A  dilatory  but 
not  a  peremptory  plea  may  contain  double 
matter.  In  2  Hawk.  P.O.  c.  23.  s.  128, 
referring  to  the  Y.B.  4  Hen,  6.  15,  it  is 
said — 

**  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  but  that  if  a 
defendant  in  an  appeal,  or  even  in  an  indict- 
ment of  felony,  think  it  proper  to  make  use  of 
never  so  many  pleas  or  exceptions  of  this  kind, 
requiring  all  of  them  the  tome  kind  of  trial,  he 
may  take  advantage  of  them  all,  unless  they  be 
repugnant  to  one  another.*' 

In  Sheridan's  case(c)  two  pleas  were 
pleaded  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  here, 
and  Mr.  Sawrin,  the  then  Attorney-General, 
admitted  that  in  one  plea  several  matters 
might  haye  been  pleaded  in  abatement. 
The  cases  cited  by  the  Atkn-ney- General 
were  civil  cases. 

By  denying  that  Mr.  Boylan  is  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  city  of  Dublin,  we  deny  that 
he  is  of  the  city  of  Dublin  at  all.  The 
word  "inhabitant"  is  the  largest  which 
can  be  used,  2  Inst.  702.  Coke  conceived 
that  it  extended  to  every  person  who  had 
a  visible  occupancy.  A  man  could  not  be 
a  merchant  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  carrying 
on  business,  without  having  some  land, 
tenement,  or  hereditament ;  how  could  he 
have  a  place  to  store  his  goods  in  without 
being  liable  to  rates  P    By  common  law  it 

Ka)  Cro.  Car.  134 ;  W.  Jones,  196. 
(6)  2  BoU.  B.  82. 
(O  31  St.  TV.  57^ 
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IB  absolntelj  necessary  that,  to  be  a  ^^nd 
juror,  there  should  be  the  possession  of 
property  or  occnpancj,  or  that  the  person 
should  prove  himself  an  inhabitant  by 
residence;  2  Hafe  P.O.  164;  1  OhUty  Or. 
L.  333 ;  8  Inst.  30,  31 ;  2  Hawk,  P.O. 
c.  26.  s.  60. 

''  It  fieems  clear  that  by  the  common  law, 
every  indictment  must  be  found  by  twelve  men 
at  the  least,  of  the  same  county,"  &c. 

2  Hawk,  P.O.  c.  26.  s.  16 ;  Oomplete  Jnry. 
man,  11-16 ;  and  in  4  Bla.  Oom.  302,  the 
passa^  cited  from  Hale  is  repeated.  The 
precept  under  which  grand  jurors  are  snm- 
moned,  and  the  statement  in  the  caption, 
both  show,  not  merely  that  they  are  good 
and  lawful  men,  but  also  from  the  body  of 
the  county.  It  has  been  held  unnecessary 
to  allege  that  the  jurors  were  probi  et 
legates :  Bex  v.  Phorbes  (a),  Eex  v.  Nurse  (b), 
and  Bex  v.  Sparrowhawk  (c),  but  even 
in  those  cases  it  appears  the  words 
**  body  of  the  county  **  are  most  necessary. 
It  would  be  presumed,  until  the  con- 
trary were  shown,  that  the  jurors  were 
jprobi  et  legales.  But  how  could  it  be 
presumed  that  they  were  of  the  **  body  of 
the  county  "  P  The  duties  cast  upon  grand 
jurors  are  essentially  local  in  their  nature, 
for  they  may,  of  their  own  local  know- 
ledge, present  for  a  crime,  without  any 
bill  of  indictment  having  been  sent  up  to 
them :  Oomplete  Juryman's  Guide,  p.  32. 
May  the  sheriff  go  out  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  into  the  county  of  Dublin,  or  of 
Oork?  Might  he  go  down  to  the  quay 
and  take  a  crew  out  of  any  Oanadian 
vessel  to  be  the  grand  inquest  of  the 
county  of  the  city  of  Dublin  P  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  statutes  of  the  13  Edw.  1. 
0.  38.  and  21  Edw,  1.  c.  2.  were  only  in- 
tended to  give  relief  to  persons  summoned 
on  juries;  but  the  latter  assumes  that 
jurors  must  be  resident  and  have  property 
m  the  county  to  qualify.  It  says — 
"  neither  shall  this  statute  be  taken  to  extend  to 
great  assises  in  which  it  behovetb  many  times 
knights  to  pass  not  resident  in  the  county  for 
the  scarcity  of  knights,  so  thai  (hey  have  land 
in  the  shire" 

All  through  the  old  statutes  habitancy  and 
occupancy  are  assumed  to  be  requisite.  By 
2  Hen.  6.  stat.  2.  c.  3.,  a  party  must,  to  hie 
a  juror,  be  possessed  of  lands  or  tono- 
ments  to  the  yearly  value  of  40».  This 
statute,  being  general  in  its  terms,  was 
held  to  extend  to  cities,  boroughs,  and 
towns,  and  being  inconvenient,  wa?  par- 
tially repealed  in  England  by  23  Hen,  8. 
c.  13.,  wnich  is  not  in  force  in  Ireland, 
and  which  qualified  every  person  who  en- 


(a)  Sir  T.  Raym.  488. 
(6)  2  Keb.  284,  292. 
(c)  8  Keb.  807. 


joyed  the  liberties  of  any  city  where  he 
dwelt,  and  made  his  abode.  What  was 
the  necessity  for  this  last  statute  if  a 
sherid'  could  go  to  an  adjoining  county 
for  jurors?  The  3  &  4  WiM,  4.  c.  91. 
prescribes  the  qualifications  of  grand 
lurors  at  quarter  sessions.  They  must 
be  resident  merchants,  freemeb,  and 
householders :  as  to  the  necessity  of  resi- 
dence, B,  V.  Adla/rd  (a) ;  and  B.  v.  The 
Inhahitants  of  North  Cwry  (6).  Is  it, 
then,  to  b3  supposed  that^  the  legislature 
would  have  left  grand  jurors  at  the  more 
important  sessions  of  oyer  and  terminer  to 
be  called  by  the  sheriff,  if  he  pleased,  from 
all  the  four  winds  of  heaven  P  The  case 
in  Buss,  Sf  By.  177  only  decides  that  the 
grand  juror  need  not  be  a  freeholder.  In 
a  county  of  a  town  jurors  must  be  at  least 
fVeemen,  and  in  some  cases  that  was  not 
held  sufficient.  QilbeH  0.  P.  95.  In  a 
corporation  freedom,  not  freehold,  makes 
men  liberos  homines,  Bac.  Abr.  tit.  Juries, 
E.  3.;  8heridan*s  case,(c)  per  Day,  J. ; 
Bae,  Abr.  tit.  Juries,  A.  vol.  4.;  Be 
Nowlan,{d) 

Napier,  Q.O.,  followed,  and  referred  to 
Oo.  Litt.  167,  234,  248,  249;  Gilbert 
O.P.  96;  Bac,  Abr.  tit.  Juries,  E.  3; 
Sheridan's  case,(0)  per  Lord  Downes  and 
per  Day,  J.,  Bac,  Abr.  tit.  Juries,  A. 
So  particular  was  the  law  that  there 
should  be  freeholders  on  juries,  that  it 
was  held  at  common  law  that  a  freehold 
in  ancient  demesne  was  not  enough  (Oo. 
Litt.  1566). 

As  to  pleading  double,  would  it  not  be 
a  very-  hard  thmg  that,  if  one  of  those 
who  found  the  bill  was  an  alien  and  a 
minor,  the  prisoner  could  not  avail  him- 
self of  both  groinds  of  objection?  Ghitiy 
V.  Dendy  (/). 

O'Brien,  Serjt.,  in  reply:  The  authori- 
ties cited  by  the  Attorney 'General  upon 
pleading  double  matter  have  received  no 
answer.  1  Ohit.  Or.  L.  4.34,  lays  down 
that  in  a  criminal  case  more  than  one  plea 
in  abatement  cannot  be  put  in.  The 
passage  in  2  Hawk,  P.O.  o.  23.  s.  128,  is 
founded  on  cases  of  appeals.  There  is  a 
distinction  between  grand  and  petty 
jurors;  the  dicta  cited  from  Coke  apply 
to  petty  jurors,  and  therefore  are  not  in 
point:  2  GabbeH's  Or.  L.  251.  There  is 
no  statute  now  in  force  imposing  any 
qualification  on  a  grand  juror  beyond 
being  a  good  and  lawful  man :  2  Inst.  448. 
3  <fe  4  WiU.  4.  c.  91.  s.  33  distinctly  and 
clearly   points    out  that   certain    grand 

(a)  4  B.  &  C.  772. 
(6)  lb.  953. 
(c)  81  St.  Tr.  588,  621. 
{d)  2  Jobb  &  S.  1. 
(e)  31  St.  Tr.  621. 
(/)  4  N.  &  M.  842. 
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jurors  mnst  have  certain  qnalifications ; 
but  there  is  no  ench  requirement  in  this 
case. 

The  averment  that  he  is  not  an  inhabi- 
tant or  a  resident  does  not  ne^tive  that 
he  is  **  of  the  city  of  Dnblin,  merchant." 
He  might  be  a  director  of  one  of  the  banks, 
he  might  have  large  quantities  of  mer- 
chandise in  the  Custom  House  stores : 
(J^»  ▼.  Adlard)  (a).  If  a  man  transacts 
his  business  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and 
makes  his  money  there,  he  is  "  of  the  city 
of  Dublin." 

But  the  defendant's  plea  is  otherwbe 
bad ;  it  does  not  negative  occupation,  or 
the  possession  of  moveable  property. 

December  22nd. 

Perkin»  J. :  A  plea  in  abatement  has  been 
put  in  to  the  indictment,  which  states  that 
two  of  the  jurors  by  whom  the  bill  was 
found,  Mr.  Sweetman  and  Mr.  Boylan^  were 
not  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  the  ^ity  of 
Dublin,  or  resident  in  it,  or  freemen,  or 
seised  of  any  estate  in  respect  of  which 
they  were  rateable  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor.  To  this  plea  the  Attorney' General 
nas  demurred,  and  insists  that  it  does  not 
show  that  the  juror  is  not  a  good,  honest, 
and  lawful  man  of  the  countv  of  the  city 
of  Dublin.  Where  a  person  has  objected 
by  a  plea  in  abatement  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  a  grand  juror,  he  must  be  taken 
to  admit  the  existence  of  all  others  which 
he  has  not  by  his  plea  denied.  A  great 
many  authorities  have  been  cited  which 
seem  to  me  to  show  more  what  the  law 
was,  than  what  it  is ;  and  that  the  statutes 
referred  to  in  argument  have  been  re- 
pealed or  consolidated  by  3  &  4  Will,  4. 
c.  91.  Though  we  have  thought  it  right 
to  read  and  examine  them,  I  shall  not  dis- 
cuss them  in  detail. 

I  proceed  to  discuss  the  objections  as- 
signed ;  the  first  is,  that  he  was  not  an 
inhabitant  of,  or  resident  in,  the  city  of 
Dublin.  He  is  impanelled  by  the  name  of 
Patrieh  Boylan  of  the  cit^  of  Dublin,  mer- 
chant, and  notwithstandmg  that  he  is  not 
an  inhabitant  of  the  city,  he  may  be  an 
extensive  merchant  or  manufacturer  in 
it ;  he  may  be  commorant  there,  and  con- 
versant there,  in  business  hours  every 
day,  either  in  the  shop  of  a  partner  or 
parent,  or  other  person,  as  manager  or 
conductor.  B.  v.  Adlard  {b)  shows  that  a 
man,  without  being  a  resident  or  inhabi- 
tant, might  be  qf  tk  certain  place.  The 
defendant  carried  on  his  trade  at  the 
house  of  a  partnei',  and  was  in  the  habit 
of  resorting  there  on  working  days,  and 
sometimes  remained  at  night,  but  did  not 

Ca)  4  B.  &  C.  772. 
C*)  ib 


sleep  there,  and  it  was  held  that  he  was, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  in  question, 
neither  an  inhabitant  nor  a  resident,  so  ai 
to  be  subject  to  poor-rates.  In  the  same 
book,  at  p.  951,  in  the  case  of  Bex  v.  The 
Inhahitants  of  North  Cwry,  it  was  held, 
that  though  a  person  may  be  conversant 
in  and  commorant  at  a  place  in  a  cit^,  yet 
he  would  not  be  an  inhabitant  or  resident, 
if  he  sleeps  outside.  It  appears  to  me 
that  case  decides  that  the  wor^  inhabitant* 
does  not  necessarily  embrace  a  person 
carrying  on  busincifS  in  the  place. 

The  next 'objection  is,  that  he  was  not 
possessed  of  any  property  subject  to  be 
rated,  but  he  may  be  a  merchant  possessed 
of  property  of  great  value,  though  he 
could  not  be  rated  in  respect  of  it. 

The  next  objection  is,  that  he  is  not  a 
freeman  or  burgess  of  the  city.  It  does 
not  deny  that  he  is  a  freeman,  but  that  be 
Is  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  Dublin  by  ten- 
ure or  charter ;  but  under  the  improved 
constitution  of  the  country  all  men  are 
free,  except  outlaws  or  convicts ;  villeinage 
and  vassalage  are  done  away  with,  and  all 
subjects  now  are  free,  not  by  tenure  from 
any  one,  or  charter  from  the  Crown,  but 
by  the  law  of  the  land.  A  man  mt^j  be  a 
free,  honest,  and  lawful  man  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  though  he  do  not  reside  in  it.  If 
a  man  resides  in  one  place,  and  transacts 
his  business  in  another,  he  is  a  man  of 
one  place  or  the  other:  Com.  Dig.  tit. 
Abatement,  F.  25 ;  Canadians,  to  meet  a 
case  cited  in  argument,  I  do  not  think  could 
fairly  be  described  as  merchants  of  the 
city  of  Dublin;  I  do  not  think  that  ex- 
treme case  fairly  put.  In  order  to  detract 
from  the  ability  to  serve  as  a  grand  juror, 
some  disQualification  must  he  averred. 
The  ^;rana  juror  may  be  the  eldest  son  of 
a  resident  merchant  of  considerable  pro- 
perty— he  may  conduct  his  business. 

I  prefer  to  rule  the  case  on  the  sub- 
stance, but  I  think  the  form  of  the  plea 
is  borne  out  by  the  precedent  in  Kirwan*s 
case,  as  to  the  putting  several  mattern  in 
it.  It  is  plain  from  Kvrwa/n^n  case,  that  it 
is  sufficient. 

A  man  may  not  have  a  rood  of  ground 
in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  may  not  be  liable 
to  rates  and  taxes,  and  yet  be  a  good  and 
lawful  man  of  the  city—he  may  have  pro- 
perty to  great  amount^he  may  have  goods 
in  the  custom-house  stores,  which  are  not 
liable  to  rates  or  taxes — he  may  transact 
business  on  the  Exchange — he  may  be  a 
director  of  a  bank — he  may  draw  the 
amount  of  his  profits  every  quarter — fur* 
ther,  he  may  be  on  the  special  jurors' 
book,  as  appears  from  the  24th  section  of 
8^4  Trt7Z:4. 0.91. 

As  to  the  necessi^  of  a  grand  jnror 
being  a  freeholder,  I  need  not  observe 
upon  that  alter  the  opinion  expressed  by 
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the  judges  in  the  case  in  Eusg.  8f  By.  177, 
foUowea  as  it  has  been  by  the  Acts  of 
Parliament  affecting  Great  Britain  upon 
that  subject,  which  contains  no  provision 
that  would  affect  the  opinion  there  ex- 
pressed that  a  freehold  is  not  necessary. 
The  objection  in  the  present  case  seems 
to  be  taken  from  the  late  statute  3  &  4 
WUL  4.  c.  91., (a)  although  in  the  argu- 
ment it  was  assumed  it  had  no  bearing  on 
the  subject.  The  matter  is  not  very  clear, 
but  my  opinion  is  that  the  statute  does 
affect  the  question. 

It  is  said  that  that  Act  is  not  oonversant 
with  grand  juries,  but  there  is  a  reference 
to  grand  juries  at  sessions  of  the  peace 
in  s.  1 ;  and  in  s.  10  it  is  enacted,  that 
"  every  precept  to  be  issued  for  the  return  of 
jurors  before  courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer, 
Gaol  Delivery  and  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in 
Ireland,  shall  in  like  manner  direct  the  sheriff 
to  return  a  competent  number  of  good  and 
lawful  men  of  the  body  of  hie  county,  qualified 
according  to  law,  and  shall  not  require  the 
tame  to  be  returned  from  any  particular  venue 
within  the  county." 

That  section  appears  to  me  to  comprehend 
persons  summoned  on  grand  juries,  for 
the  precept  of  this  Court  is  not  distinct 
for  grand  and  petty  iurors.  The  11th 
section  provides,  that  the  sheriff  shall  not 
return  any  names  not  on  the  jurors'  book, 
and  thence  it  would  seem  the  fair  infer- 
ence to  draw,  that  those  who  are  on  the 
jurors*  book  are  fit  persons  to  be  returned. 
The  20th  section  provides,  that 

**  if  any  man  returned  as  a  juror  for  the  trial  of 
any  issue  shall  be  qualified  in  other  respects, 
according  to  the  Act,  the  want  of  freehold 
shall  not  be  accepted  as  good  cause  of  chal- 
lenge.'' 

Sections  24  and  33  appear  to  me  to  be 
Tory  important,  and  particularly  in  con- 
sidering the  case  of  a  man  having  a  resi- 
dence outside  the  city,  and  coming  in  to 
carry  on  his  business,  or  of  the  eldest  son 
of  such  a  person.  Section  24  enacts,  that 
'*  the  sheriff  shall  take  from  such  book  the  names 
of  all  such  persons  as  are  sons  of  peers  and  of 
all  baronets,  knights,  magistrates,  and  of  per- 
sons who  have  served,  or  been  returned  to  serve, 
the  office  of  sheriff  or  grand  juror  at  the 
assises,  and  of  all  bankers  and  wholesale  mer- 
chants who  do  not  exercise  retail  trades,  and  of 
all  traders  who  are  possessed  of  personal  pro- 
perty of  the  value  of  five  thousand  pounds, 
and  of  the  eldest  sons  of  snch  persons  respec- 
tively," 

thus  comprehending  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city,  whether  it  be  a  county 
at  large  or  a  city ;  he  is  to  take  the  eldest 

(a)  Bep.  34  &  85  Vict.  c.  65.,  which  pro- 
vides 8.  19,  that  grand  jtfrors  at  the  Commission 
Court,  Qreen  Street,  are  to  be  taken  from  the 
Special  Jurors'  Book. 


sons  of  those  persons,  and  he  is  to  put 
them  on  a  list:  for  what  purpose?  For 
the  purpose  of  having  a  list  from  which 
the  grand  jury  is  to  be  formecT,  or  a 
special  jury,  when  it  is  required;  and 
we  cannot  forget  that  it  was  the  ordinary 
course  that  the  sheriff  was  ordered  in  such 
cases  to  return  the  grand  panel,  as  it  was 
called.  Then  the  33rd  section  enacts,  that 
every  sheriff  shall  be  indemnified  for  im- 
panelling 

'*  and  returning  any  man  named  in  the  jurors 
book,  although  he  may  not  be  qualified  or 
liable  to  serve  on  juries ;  and  that,  if  any  sheriff 
or  other  such  minister  shall  wilfully  impanel 
and  return  any  man  to  serve  on  any  jury  before 
any  of  the  courts  hereinbefore  mentioned 
{except  mi  the  grand  jury  at  any  OHsizea  or 
sessions),  such  man's  name  not  being  inserted 
in  the  jurors*  book  for  the  current  year  .  .  . 
the  C^urt  slinll,  upon  examination  in  a  summary 
way,  set  snch  fine  upon  such  sheriff,  minister, 
prothonotary,  judge's  clerk,  clerk  of  the  peace, 
or  other  officer  ofTending,  as  the  Court  shall 
think  meet," 

so  that  it  enables  him  to  call  on  grand 
juries,  either  at  an  assizes  in  the  county,  or 
at  any  sessions,  persons  not  on  the  jurors' 
book.  But,  above  all,  bv  the  24th  section, 
the  eldest  sons  of  merchants,  and  whole- 
sale traders,  possessed  o^b,OOOL,  are  to  be 
put  on  (a)  the  jurors'  book,  not  as  having 
any  qualification  of  their  own,  but  as  the 
eldest  sons  of  those  persons.  My  opinion 
is  that  the  Act  does  refer  to  grand  juries, 
and  that  any  person  qualified  to  serve  as 
a  special  juror,  is  qualified  to  serve  as 
a  grand  juror.  It  is  every  day's  experi- 
ence, that  sons  of  noblemen  and  persons 
who  have  no  property  themselves,  are 
placed  on  grand  juries.  This  qmalifica- 
tion  not  being  denied,  it  must  be  taken  to 
be  admitted  (according  to  the  judgment 
of  Lord  Downes,  in  the  case  of  The  King 
V.  Sheridan  (or  Kirwan) ;  and  neither 
Mr.  Boyla/n  nor  Mr.  Sweetman  are,  upon 
this  plea,  to  bo  taken  to  be  disqualified. 

BiCHA&DS,  B.,  concurred.  I  cannot  find 
any  case  to  show  that,  except  where  it 
has  been  made  necessary  by  statute,  a 
^and  juror  should  have  any  qualification 
in  point  of  property ;  he  should  be  liher 
homo,  he  shoula  be  a  freeman  as  contra- 
distinguished from  a  villein;  he  should 
be  jprSmSt  and  taken  from  the  body  of  the 
county  where  he  is  called.  In  2  Haie 
P.C.  155,  it  is  laid  down  that  at  common 
law  it  is  necessary  that  a  grand  juror 
should  have  a  freehold,  and  the  same 
doctrine  is  laid  down  elsewhere,  and 
seems  to  have  been  admitted  by  the  learned 
counsel  who  argued  Kvrwam,*$    case  for 

(a)  The  wording  of  s.  24  is  not  that  the 
sheriff  shall  put  on  the  jurors*  book,  but  that 
he  shall  **  take  from  such  book/'  the  names,  &c. 
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the  Crown ;  but  it  is  nowhere  laid  down 
what  the  amount  is.  I  am  now  speaking 
of  the  common  law.  If  I  might  venture 
to  account  for  the  notion  that  a  grand 
juror  should  be  a  freeholder,  while  the 
value  of  his  freehold  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  in  any  degree  material,  I  would 
Bay  that  such  an  opinion  prevailed  because 
in  early  times  the  distinguishing  charac- 
teristic between  a  liber  homo  and  a  villein 
was  having  a  frank  tenement ;  a  villein 
could  not  be  a  jnror,  but  a  man  having 
a  frank  tenement  could  not  be  a  villein  ; 
and  therefore  the  only  question  was, 
whether  he  was  a  freeholder  or  not,  and 
not  what  was  the  amount  of  his  tene- 
ment; and  this  view  receives  some  con- 
firmation from  the  recitals  contained 
in  the  statutes  13  Edw,  1.  c.  38.  and 
21  Edw.  1.  c.  1.  These  statutes,  I  admit, 
require  some  amount  of  Qualification. 
21  Edw.  1.  was  not  intended  in  any 
way  to  afibct  the  mode  of  summoning 
jurors  in  coimties  of  cities  or  towns, 
many  of  which  had  charters  of  incorpora- 
tion long  before  the  earliest  of  these 
statutes,  and  were  invested  with  all  privi- 
leges. The  practice  resorted  to  in  cotm- 
ties  to  ascertain  whether  a  man  was  Itber 
homo  could  not  be  applied  in  a  city,  but 
there  were,  as  the  neces8ity  of  the  case 
required,  other  tests  adopted,  and  I  find 
nothing  to  show  that  at  common  law  a 
juror  in  a  city  should  have  any  property 
qualification.  There  is  nothing  on  that  sub- 
ject until  we  come  to  2  Hen.  5.  c.  3.,  which 
was  held  to  extend  to  cities.  The  Act  was 
found  BO  hard  to  work  in  cities  and  towns 
that  the  Legislature  of  England  in 
28  Hen.  8.  repealed  it ;  but  having  become 
law  in  Ireland  by  Poyning*8  Act,  10  Hen.  7. 
c.  22.,  and  the  repealing  Act  of  Hen.  8. 
having  been  passed  after  Poyning*8  Act, 
it  remained  law  in  Ireland  until  tie  pass- 
ing of  3  &  4  Will.  4.  c.  91.  But  the 
statute  of  2  Hen,  5.,  even  if  in  force  in 
Ireland,  could  not  apply  to  the  present 
case ;  so  far  as  it  applied  to  the  criminal 
law,  it  applied  only  to  capital  oases. 

I  shall  save  much  time  by  now  coming 
to  Bex  V.  Sheridan^  which  decided  that 
(except  in  cases  within  2  Hen.  5.,  not  then 
re{>ealed)  a  grand  juror  need  not  have  a 
freehold,  and  that  freemen  in  cities  must 
be  considered  the  same  as  freeholders  in 
a  county  at  large ;  but  I  apprehend  it 
cannot  now  be  argued  that  a  man  may 
not  bo  liber  and  good  and  lawful  without 
being  a  freeman.  And,  if  that  be  so,  I 
should  like  to  know  what  man  being 
prohus  et  liber  or  probua  oaU  liber  is  dis- 
qualified from  being  a  grand  juror  in  a 
county  of  a  city  at  a  commission  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery. 
I  find  no  law,  nor  any  case,  laying  down 
or  describing  the  qualifications  ox  grand 


1'urors  in  counties  of  cities  beyond  what  I 
lave  stated.  3  &  4  WUl.  4.  o.  91.  has  pre- 
scribed that  persons  qualified  in  the  manner 
therein  mentioned  shall  be  liable  to  serve 
as  grand  jurors  at  the  court  of  sessions  of 
the  peace ;  that  provision  is  manifestly  only 
meant  to  apply  to  courts  of  inferior  juris- 
diction ;  and,  to  show  that  it  was  not  intend- 
ed to  apply  to  grand  juries  at  assizes  or 
commissions  of  oyer  and  terminer,  I  would 
refer  to  the  33rd  section,  which  contains 
an  express  proviso  to  that  efiect.  The 
sheiiff  is  to  be  fined  for  returning  any 
man  to  serve  on  any  jury  before  any  of  the 
courts  before  mentioned  whose  name  has 
not  been  inserted  in  the  jurors'  book, 

^  except  on  the  grand  jury  at  an  assises  or 
sessions." 

Possibly  it  was  thought  unnecessary  to 
pass  any  law  prescribing  the  qualifica- 
tions of  grand  jurors  at  assizes  and  com- 
missions  of  oyer  and  terminer,  regard 
being  had  to  the  class  of  persons  who 
usuallj^  are  called  to  serve  upon  grand 
juries  in  superior  courts. 

But  it  is  said  that  a  juror  cannot  legally 
act  as  such  unless  he  be  of  the  body  m  the 
county,  and  that  Mr.  "Boylan  cannot  con- 
sistentlv  with  this  plea  be  regarded  as 
of  the  body  of  the  county.  But  I  ti^e 
it  he  may,  consistently  with  anything  in 
the  plea,  be  a  merchant  in  this  city;  he 
may  have  a  partner  there,  and,  though 
he  may  have  a  residence  outside  the 
city,  he  may  spend  his  time  in  it  at  the 
Exchange,  or  at  the  banks.  He  may  be  a 
director  of  some  of  the  banks  and  have 
a  share  in  the  concern.  He  may  balance 
his  books  every  month,  and  take  his 
share  of  the  profits  away.  I  should  say 
he  may  be  in  such  case  described  as 
"  Patrick  Boylan  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  mer- 
chaot," 

though  he  is  not  an  inhabitant  or  free> 
man,  or  possessed  of  any  rateable  pro- 
perty in  it.  He  is  so  described,  and  tnat, 
if  true,  entitles  him  to  be  a  juror;  and 
in  my  opinion  this  plea  does  not  deny, 
either  in  form  or  substance,  that  he  is  so. 
An  extreme  case  has  been  put,  but  when 
such  cases  come  before  the  Court,  when  a 
crew  of  Canadian  sailors  oome,  and  are 
described  as  merchants  of  the  city  of  Dub- 
lin, the  Court  will  know  how  to  deal  with  it. 
My  brother  has  referred  to  JBeaj  v.  AcUard 
and  Besi  v.  Inhahitanis  of  North  Curry,  to 
which  therefore  I  need  not  advert.  On  the 
whole  I  fhlly  concur  with  the  judgment 
which  has  been  pronounced. 
Judgment  of  Respondeat  Ouster, 
The  prisoner  having  been  called  on  to 
plead,  his  counsel  tendered  a  demurrer. 

I  The  Attorney -Oenerdl  immediately  joined 
in  demurrer,  and  the  argument  was  posi- 

'  poned. 
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December  28,  28,  and  29,  1848. 

December  23. — At  the  sitting  of  the 
Court, 

Per&in,  J.:  From  the  coarse  which  this 
case  has  taken,  and  from  the  coarse  of  the 

Sroceedings  which  are  now  going  on,  the 
uart  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  con- 
tinue their  order  against  the  publication ; 
and  therefore,  for  the  present,  we  remove 
that  order. 

The  prisoner  was  now  again  called  apon 
to  plead  to  this,  the  tMrd  indictment, 
which  charged  in  the  1st  count  that  the 
prisoner,  Ac. — 

on  the  3rd  day  of  June,  &c.,  feloniously  did 
compass,  imagine,  invent,  devise,  and  intend  to 
depriTe  and  depose  our  Lady  the  Queen  from 
the  style,  honour,  and  royal  name  of  the  im- 
perial crown  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
the  said  felonious  compassing,  &c.,  then  and 
there  feloniously  did  express,  utter,  and 
declare,  by  then  and  there  feloniously  publish- 
ing a  certain  printing  in  a  certain  number  of 
a  certain  public  newspaper  called  the  Nation, 
which  said  printing  is  entitled  "  The  Business 
of  To  day,"  and  contains,  amongst  other  things, 
according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  following,  that 
is  to  say,  &c.  (^setting  out  one  portion  of  the 
article  complained  of)  ;  and  in  another  part 
thereof,  according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  follow- 
ing, that  is  to  say  (^setting  out  another  portion 
of  the  same  publication)  ;  and  the  said  felonious 
compassing,  &c.,  afterwards,  &c.,  on  the  17th 
day  of  June,  &c.,  did  further  feloniously  ex- 
press, utter,  and  declare,  by  then  and  there 
feloniously  publifthing  a  certain  other  printing 
in  one  other  number  of  the  said  public  news- 
paper called  the  Nation,  which  said  last-men- 
tioned priutiog  is  entitled  ^  The  Uses  of  the 
Union,*'  and  contains,  amongst  other  things,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  and  effect  following,  that  is 
to  say,  &c.  (^setting  out  a  portion  of  the  second 
publication^  and  so  on,  throughout  the  remainder 
of  the  publications). 

The  2nd  coant,  in  which  the  pablica- 
tions  were  laid  as  overt  acts,  charged  that 
the  prisoner  compassed  as  before  on 
Jane  3rd, — 

and  the  said  last-mentioned  felonious  com- 
passing, &c.,  did  then  and  there  feloniously  ex- 
press, utter,  and  declare,  by  ditrers  overt  acts 
and  deeds  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say, 
in  order  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and  bring  into  effect 
his  most  evil  and  wicked  felony  and  felonious 
compassing,  &c.,  last  aforesaid,  he,  the  said 
Charles  Gavan  l)ufiy,  on  the  said  3rd  day  of 
June,  &c.,  did  feloniously  publish  in  a  certain 
other  number,  of  a  certain  other  public  news- 
paper, called  the  Nation,  a  certain  other  print- 
ing of  and  concerning  a  certain  other  treason- 
able revolution  by  him,  the  said  Charles  Gkivan 
Duff^,  &c.,  then  and  there  feloniously  devised 
and  mtended  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  force 
of  arms,  and  by  traitoroasly  levying  war 
against  our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  and  to  de- 
prive and  depose  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  from 


the  style,  honour,  and  royal  name  of  the  im- 
perial crown  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  of  and 
concerning  the  said  war  so  intended  to  be  levied 
as  aforesaid,  which  said  last-mentioned  print- 
ing is  entitled  '*  The  Business  of  To-day,**  and 
contains,  amongst  other  things,  according  to  the 
tenor  and  effect  following,  that  is  to  say  {^setting 
out  the  publication  tis  in  the  first  count) ;  and 
further  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and  bring  into  effect  his 
said  last-mentioned  most  evil  and  wicked  felony 
and  felonious  compassing,  &c.,  aforesaid,  he,  the 
said  Charles  Gavan  Duffy,  afterwards,  and  after 
the  passing  of  the  said  Act,  and  on  the  17th  day 
of  June,  in  the  year,  Sec.,  at,  &c.,  did  feloniously 
publish  in  one  other  number  of  the  said  public 
newspaper  called  the  Nation,  a  certain  other 
priniin^r,  of  and  concerning  a  certain  treasonable 
revolution  by  him,  the  said  Charles  Gavan 
Duffy,  &c.,  then  and  there  feloniously  devised 
and  intended  to  be  carried  into  effect,  in  order 
to  deprive  and  depose  our  said  Lady  the  Queen 
from  the  style,  honour,  and  royal  name  of  the 
imperial  crown  of  the  United  Kingdom,  which 
said  last-mentioned  printing  is  entitled  *<The 
Uses  of  the  Union,'*  and  contains,  among  other 
things,  according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  follow- 
ing, that  is  to  say,  &c.  (^setting  out  another  por- 
tion, and  so  on  through  the  remainder  of  the 
publications). 

The  3rd  coant  was  similar  to  the  1st, 
and  the  4th  to  t^e  2nd,  bat  charged  a 
compassing  to  levy  war. 

The  5th  count,  in  which  the  pablications 
were  laid  as  overt  acts,  bat  not  set  oat, 
charged  that  the  prisoner  compassed  to 
depose,  &c.,  on  Jane  drd,— 

and  the  said  last-mentioned  felonious  com- 
passiujg,  imagination,  invention,  device,  and 
intention,  did  then  and  there  feloniously  ex- 
press, utter,  and  declare,  by  divers  overt  acts 
and  deeds  hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say, 
in  order  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and  bring  to  effect  his 
most  evil  and  wicked  felony  and  felonious  com- 
passing, &c.,  aforesaid,  he,  &c.,  on  the  said 
3rd  day  of  June,  in  the  said  1  Itli  year  of  the 
reign  aforesaid,  and  on  divers  other  days  and 
times  after  the  said  3rd  day  of  June,  to  wit  [on 
the  17th  and  24th  June,  and  the  1st,  8th,  15th, 
22nd,  and  29th  July],  feloniously  did  publish 
divers  other  printings  in  divers  numbers  of  a 
certain  public  newspaper  called  the  Nation,  of 
which  he,  the  said  Charles  Gavan  Duffy,  then 
and  there  was  the  proprietor  and  publisher,  and 
also  divers  other  writings  of  him,  the  said  Charles 
Gavan  Duffy,  by  him  then  and  there  written,  the 
said  last-mentioned  printings  and  writings  con- 
taining, amongst  other  thmgs,  incitements,  en- 
couragements, advices,  and  exhortations  to  the 
liege  subjects  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  in  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  called  Ireknd,  against  our  said 
Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen  to  rise  and  rebel, 
and  treasonably  depose  our  said  Sovereign  Lady 
the  Queen  from  the  style,  honour,  and  royal 
name  of  the  imperial  crown  of  the  United  King- 
dom, against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such 
case  made  and  provided,  and  against  the  peace 
of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  her  crown  and 
dignity. 
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The  6th  count  was  similar  to  the  5th, 
bat  alleging  a  oompassing  to  leyy  war. 

To  each  count  m  this  indictment  the 
prisoner  demurred.  Joinder  in  demarrer 
on  the  part  of  the  Grown. 

Demurrer  to  the  Third  Indictment. 

BuU,  Q.C.  and  Sir  0.  O'Loghlm  in  sup- 
port of  the  demurrer. 

This  is  an  indictment  nnder  11  &  12 
Ftei.  c.  12.  s.  8,  which  makes  it  felony,  if  any 
one  shall  compass  to  depose  the  Queen  or 
to  levy  war  against  hcr^  &c.,  and  such 
compassings,  &c. — 

"  shall  express,  utter,  or  declare  by  publifthin^ 
any  printing  or  writing,  or  by  open  and  advised 
speaking,  or  by  any  overt  act  or  deed." 

1.  All  the  counts  in  this  indictment  are 
bad  for  duplicity ;  they  charge  a  compass- 
ing expressed  by  more  than  one  overt 
act,  or  more  than  one  publication.  The 
ofPenoe  does  not,  as  in  treason,  consist  in 
the  compassing  only,  but  in  the  compass- 
ing and  expre!!'sing  such  compassing  in 
one  of  the  three  ways  specified  in  the 
statute.  The  crime  is  complete  as  soon  as 
the  compassing  has  been  expressed.  Con- 
sequently each  of  these  counts  charges 
eight  or  nine  distinct  felonies,  and  is, 
therefore,  bad  for  duplicity.  The  pro- 
vision in  8.  5. — 

**  That  it  shall  be  lawful  in  any  indictment  for 
any  felony  under  this  Act,  to  charge  againFt  the 
cvffender  any  number  of  matters,  acts,  or  deeds 
by  which  such  compassings,  &c.,  or  any  of 
them,  shall  have  been  expressed,  uttered,  or  de- 
clared," 

does  not  apply,  because  the  section  speaks 
of  the  same  mdictment,  not  of  the  same 
count.  In  treason  it  is  different,  because 
there  the  crime  is  in  the  compassing  alone 
(FoH,  Cr.  L.  194). 

2.  The  first  four  counts  are  bad  for 
generality  and  uncertainty.  The  printings 
and  writings  by  which  the  compassing  is 
averred  to  have  been  expressed,  whether 
they  be  charged  as  publications,  or  as 
overt  acts,  should  haye  been  set  out  in 
full,  because  they  form  part  of  the  eorpui 
delicti.  In  SaehsvereU's  case(a),  the  follow- 
ing question  was  answered  by  all  the 
judges  in  the  affirmative — 

**  Whether  by  the  law  of  England,  and  constant 
practice  in  aU  prosecutions  by  indictment  or 
information  for  crimes  and  misdemeanors  by 
writing  or  sp«aking,  the  particular  words,  sup- 
posed to  be  criminal,  must  not  be  expressly 
specified  in  such  indictment  or  information  ?  ** 

Here  the  counts  charge  the  prisoner 
with  expressing  a  felonious  intent  oy  pub- 
Ushing  "amongft  other   things."     The 

(a)  15  St.  Tr.  466. 


^  grand  jnry  may  have  proceeded  on  those 

I  other  things. 

This  rule  of  criminal  pleading  applies 

I  to  libels,  threatening  letters,  and  forgery. 

I  Zenohio  v.  AxteU;  (a)  Lloyd's  case; (6)  a. 

I  V.  Sparling  ;{c)  E.  v.  Popple  well  ;(d)  B.  v. 
How  ;  (e)  Rex  y.  Cheere ;  ( /)  2  Hawk.  P.O. 
c.  25.  s.  59.  In  3  Inst.  41,  there  is  an  in- 
dictment under  the  Statute  of  Heresy, 
which  Lord  Gohe  held  to  be  bad,  as — 

'*  a  general  indictment  is  in.Hufficient  in  law, 
albeit  the  words  of  the  statute  are  general.*' 

That  indictment  is  almost  vei^batim  the 
same  as  the  present ;  it  charges— 

''  that  he  composed  and  wrote  divers  false  and 
seditions  writings,  containing  matter  contrary 
to  the  Christian  faith." 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  view  of 
Pigot,  C.B.,  and  Pennef other,  B.,  in  Beg. 
V.  Martin.ig)  Unless  the  publications  be 
set  out,  a  prisoner  conld  not  avail  himself 
of  s.  7,  which  provides  that  no  person  tried 
for  felony  under  this  Act  shall  afterward 
be  tried  for  treason  upon  the  same  facts. 

In  indictments  or   in   civil  actions  for 

libel,   the  very  words  must  be  set  out: 

'  Wright  v.  Clements  ;{h)    Qutsole  v.    Mor 

\thers;(i)     Wood    v.    Brown;  (j)    Zenobio 

j  V.  Axtell.{k),     The  rule  is  by  no  means 

confined  to   libel  cases.      Whereyer  any 

I  written  instrument  is  of  the  essence  of  the 

j  crime  it  must  be  sent  out,  that  the  Court 

j  may  see  whether  it  authorizes  them  in 

j  pronouncing  judgment.     In  B.  y.  Nield 

and  others,  (Zj  Lord   EUenborotiah   doubts 

the  case  of  Bex  y.  Fuller, (m)  and  observes, 

in  giving  judgment — 

•*  I  do  not  know  any  case,  where  an  offence 
consists  in  words  or  writing,  where  the  same 
l^neral  and  compendious  method  of  describing 
It  has  been  deemed  suflicient  withoat  stating 
the  words  or  writing  necessary  to  constitute  the 
offence." 

Here  the  charge  is  only  of  publishing 
*'  amongst  other  things." 

Pebbin,  j.  :  Suppose  it  were  an  indict- 
ment for  libel  charging  that  he  did  pub- 
lish among  other  matters  the  matter  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say. 

Butt:  It  would  be  bad. 

(a)  6  T.  B.  162. 

(6)  2  East,  P.  C.  1122. 

(c)  Str.  498. 

id)  76.686. 

(«)  lb.  699. 

(/)  4B.  A?C.902. 

(o)  6  St.  Tr.  N.8.  994,  &c,  1060,  &c 

(A)  3  B.  &  Aid.  508. 

(i)  1  M.  &  W.  495. 

(A  6  Tann.  169;  1  Marsh.  522. 

(A)  6  T.  B.  162. 

(0  6  East  417. 

(»)  1  B.  &  P.  180. 
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Pe&kin,  J. :  There  is  a  rery  strong  case 
against  jon— E«b  v.  ITiWtaTiw  (a)— which 
was  a  prooeeding  against  the  printer  of 
Faine'a  "  Age  of  Beason."  I  go  thns  far 
with  yonr  argument,  that  if  the  part  set 
oat  does  not  express  the  intention  charged, 
the  coQut  fails. 

Butt :  It  is  true  two  entire  publications 
are  charged  in  each  of  these  four  counts. 
If  it  be  held,  as  in  L<Mfer*8  case,(5)  that  it 
is  enough  if  one  overt  act  be  well  laid,  the 
Court  will  allow  the  demurrer  in  part,  as 
suggested  by  Tindal,  O.J.,  in  Beg,  v. 
Parker(o) ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  separate 
the  different  publications  in  this  indict« 
ment,  because  the  grand  jury  have  con- 
nected them  by  presenting  that  he  *'  did 
further  eatress." 

This  objection  applies  still  more  strongly 
to  the  fifth  and  sixth  counts,  where  the 
publications  are  not  set  out  at  all. 

3.  The  first  four  counts  are,  also,  bad 
for  uncertainty,  becanse  (1)  there  is  no 
averment  that  the  passages  set  out  ex- 
press the  felonious  compassing,  leaving  it 
open  to  the  grand  jury  in  finding  the  bill, 
or  the  jury  at  the  trial ,  to  proceed  on  pass- 
ages not  set  out.  (2)  There  is  a  want  of 
proper  innaendoes.  The  jury  cannot  be 
supposed  to  know  who  "  Loyola  "  was,  or 
what  **  Revolution'*  is  referred  to  in  the 
articles.  (3)  There  is  no  colloquium  aver- 
ring that  the  printings  and  writings  were 
published  **of  and  concerning"  some  felo- 
nious design  then  actually  in  contempla- 
tion. It  has  been  laid  down,  I  Hale  r.O. 
118  and  Fost.  Or.  L.  56,  that  three  things 
are  necessary  to  constitute  an  overt 
act;  first,  that  it  should  be  public; 
second,  that  it  should  clearly  show  some 
treasonable  design ;  third,  thiat  it  shoald 
be  of  and  concerning  some  design  then  in 
existence.  Foster  lays  down  that  the  writ- 
ings must  be  relative  to  some  plan  or  de- 
sign charged  in  the  indictment;  mere 
writings  referring  to  vague  designs  never 
to  be  put  in  force  were  not  intended  to  be 
treason ;  no  printings  or  writings  are  now 
made  felony  which  were  not  overt  acts  of 
treason  before  the  passing  of  the  statute  of 
Victoria.  The  construction  which  has 
been  invariably  put  on  the  statutes  36 
and  57  Geo.  3.  warrants  this  position: 
Wat8on*8  ca8e,(d)  ThiatlewoocTe  case.Ce) 

The  2nd  and  4th  counts  do  allege  that 
the  prisoner  did  feloniously  publish,  &c., 
a  certain  other  printing  '*  of  and  concern- 
ing a  certain  other  treasonable  revolu- 
tion," but  they  do  not  allege  that  there 
was  any  revolution  then  intended ;  to  hold 

(a)  26  St  Tr.  668. 
(6)  16  St.  Tr.  814. 

(c)  Car.  &  M.  644. 

(d)  as  St.  Tr.  679. 
(O  83  St  Tr.  681. 


otherwise,  would  be  to  introduce  other 
facts  into  the  colloquium  which  would  be 
contrary  to  all  principles  of  law  and  evi- 
dence. 

There  is  but  one  innuendo  in  the  indict- 
ment from  beginning  to  end,  namely, 
"My  dear  Sir,**  meanmg  William  Smith 
O'Brien,  There  ought  to  be  an  innuendo 
if  the  publication  be  capable  of  a  guilty 
and  an  innocent  construction,  and  if  it 
be  capable  of  two  guilty  constructions, 
there  oaght  to  be  two  innuendoes :  1  Man. 
&  G.  732,  in  note ;  Monhmovn  v.  Shepherd' 
son,  (a)  Pinkney  v.  Inhahitants  of  Rut- 
land,(h)  Com.  Dig.  tit.  "  Pleader.  0.*'. 32 ; 
Briseoe  v.  HiU»  per  Parke,  B.(c) ;  Beg.  ▼. 
Bwrraston.ld) 

Olemmti  v.  Fishmie)  and  Wright  y. 
Olement»(f)  show  the  necessity  of  a  proper 
colloqmwn  and  averments. 

4.  The  2nd,  4tb,  5th,  and  6th  counts  are 
all  bad  for  charging  publications  of  print- 
ings or  writings,  as  overt  acts  under  the 
statute. 

The  offence  consists,  not  in  the  oom- 
passing  only,  as  in  treason,  but  in  com- 
passing and  in  expressing,  uttering,  and 
declaring  such  compassing  in  one  of  three 
ways:  (1)  by  publishing  any  printing  or 
writing,  (2)  by  open  and  advised  speaking, 
(3)  by  any  overt  act  or  deed.  These  worda 
are  severally  exclusive.  Bwarris  on 
Statutes,  578,  citing  Beg,  y.  B6lton,{g) 
Oonsequentlv  there  are  three  distinct  felo- 
nies under  the  Act,  where  the  expression 
is  by  publishing,  where  it  is  by  spring, 
and  where  it  is  by  any  other  overt  act  oit 
deed. 

The  indictment  must  follow  the  dis- 
tinctions made  by  the  statute.  Bern  y.- 
Douglas,(h)Bex^,  Horwell,(i)  where  it  was 
held  that  a  charge  of  uttering  a  forced  bill 
could  not  be  supported  by  proving  the. 
utterance  of  a  forged  acceptance,  as  the 
statute  there  distinguished  between  the  bill 
and  the  acceptance.    1  Arch.  Cr.  PL  199. 

5.  Further,  the  2ndr4th,  5th,  and  6th 
counts  are  repugnant.  The  prisoner  is 
charged  with  compassing  on  June  3rd, 
and  with  *'then  and  there"  expressing 
such  compassing  by  divers  overt  acts  and 
deeds,  that  is  to  say  by  publications  rang- 
ing from  June  3rd  to  Juljr  29th.  The 
compassing  and  the  expression  must  be 
contemporaneous,  and  the  only  way  to  get 
rid  of  that  vice  in  the  indictment  laying 


(a)  U  A.  &E.  411. 
(6)  2  Saond.  379. 
(c)  10  M.  &  W.  785. 
id)  4  Jur.  698. 
C«)  7  B.  &  C.  459. 
(/)  8  B.  &  Aid.  508. 
(i)  8  B.  &  C.  741. 
(A)  1  Camp.  S12. 
(t)  6  C.  A  P.  148. 
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it  all  as  one  transaction  is  by  importing 
into  it  a  continnando. 

6.  It  will,  no  doubt,  be  argued  that  there 
are  two  entire  publications  charged  in  these 
counts,  and  that  these  are  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain this  indictment:  Fuat.  Cr.  L.  194; 
Lotoi(ih*8  case ;  (a)  Layer's  case. (5)  It  is 
said  that  if  the  overt  act  be  badly  laid,  it 
should  be  taken  as  if  it  were  out  of  the  in- 
dictment, and  no  evidence  given  upon  it ; 
Bex  V.  Bhode8,(c)  O^Connell  and  others  v. 
Beg.{d)  In  Beg.  v.  ParJcer{e)  the  course  of 
taking  a  partial  demurrer  was  suggested 
by  Tindai,  O.J.  If  the  two  publications 
which  are  set  out  are  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  indictment,  then  the  Court  will  treat 
this  as  a  divisible  demurrer,  and  give 
judgment  for  the  prisoner  on  those  por- 
tions of  the  indictment  which  are  not 
tenable,  which  was  the  old  practice  in 
ciyil  cases. 

The  A  Homey'  General  and  BcUdtoin,  Q.  0., 
eontrd, :  The  language  of  this  Act  is  taken 
from  that  of  3()  Geo.  3.  c.  7.,  and  the  form 
of  thi»  indictment  has  been  taken  f^om 
well-established  precedents  used  from  the 
passing  of  that  Act  to  the  present  time : 
ThvftleTvood^s  ca8e.(/)  As  in  treason,  the 
felony  consists  in  the  compassing,  but  it 
must  be  evidenced  in  a  particular  way,  as 
in  treason  under  36  Geo.  8.  c.  7. 

Lord  Tenterden,  in  Thisthwood's  case/^) 
adverting  to  25  Edw.  8.,  says,  in  his  charge 
to  the  grand  jury,  that  the  crime  of  trea- 
son consists — 

."  iu  the  compassing,  imagioatioD,  or  intention 
to  perpetrate  the  actfi,  and  not  in  the  actual 
perpetration  of  them," 

and  that  under  the  statute  36  Geo.  3.,  the 
language  of  which  is  the  same  as  in  this 
statute,  the  law  requires — 

**  that  the  party  shall  express,  atier,  or  declare  his 
intention,  by  publishing  some  printing  or  writing, 
by  some  overt  act  or  deed.  The  law  has  thus 
wisely  provided  that  in  cases  of  this  kind,  which 
manifestly  tend  to«the  most  extensive  public 
evil,  the  intention  shall  constitute  the  crime,  but 
ti.e  law  has  at  the  same  time,  with  equal  wisdom, 
provided  that  the  intention  shall  be  manifested 
by  some  act  tending  towards  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  criminal  object.*' 

The  oflence  is  in  the  compassing;  the 
publications  are  no  part  of  the  oorpus 
delicti, 

1.  Therefore,  the  objection  of  duplicity, 
because  several  publications  are  set  out, 
is   bad.     The    5th    section    enacts,  that 


(rt)  13  St.  Tr.  267. 
(6)  16  St.  Tr.  98. 

(c)  8  Ld.  Raym.  886. 

(d)  5  St.  Tr.  N.8.  1  ; 

(e)  Car.  &  M.  644. 
(/)  82  St.  Tr.  579. 
{y)  83  St,  Tr.  684, 


1 1  CI.  &  F.  879. 


it  shall  be  lawful  in  any  indictment  for 
tjiy  felony  under  this  Act  to  charge  against 
the  offender  any  number  of  the  malicious 
acts  or  deeds  by  which  such  compassings, 
&c.,  or  any  of  them,  shall  have  been  ex- 
pressed. The  section  speaks  of  only  oue 
felony  even  where  several  overt  acts  are 
charged. 

Perrin,  J. :  Ton  say  that  the  compass- 
ing alone  is  the  offence :  now  suppose  that 
the  indictment  charged  the  compassing 
alone,  and  that  the  prisoner  oame  here 
and  either  pleaded  or  confessed  that  he 
had  compassed  to  depose  the  Queen,  would 
the  Court  be  warranted  in  pronouncing 
judgment  upon  him  P 

Baldwin:  There  is  but  one  crime,  but 
the  evidence  of  it  must  be  stated. 

Pbrbih,  J. :  Is  there  any  other  instance 
in  which  the  proof  of  the  offence  needs  to 
be  stated  P 

Baldwin:  In  other  cases  the  offences 
are  plainly  to  be  seen ;  in  the  present  case 
the  offence  is  a  peculiar  one,  being  mental. 
The  words  of  the  36  Geo.  3.  and  of  the 
11  &  12  'VirA.  being  the  same,  the  inter- 
pretation which  has  been  put  on  the  words 
in  the  former  statute  must  be  put  on  the 
same  words  in  this,  and  it  is  conceded 
that  these  counts  would  be  good  in  trea- 
son.    Watson* s  case  ;(a)  MartUCs  ca8e.(5) 

2.  The  same  answer  applies  to  the 
objection  for  generality  becaose  the  publi- 
cations are  not  set  out  in  full,  or  at  all. 
The  crime  being  in  the  compassing  alone, 
the  publications  form  no  part  of  the  corpus 
delicti.  So  in  Franeia*s  case(c),  where  the 
answer  of  the  judges  in  SachevereiTs  case 
was  cited,  it  was  held  that  letters  charged 
as  overt  acts  of  treason  need  not  be  set  out 
in  the  indictment,  and  the  same  thing  was 
ruled  as  to  words  in  Layer's  case  {d). 

As  to  the  not  setting  out  the  whole 
articles,  it  is  if  anything,  better  for  the 
prisoner,  for  if  the  passages  we  have  set 
out  are  not  evidence  of  the  intents  which 
we  impnte,  we  must  fail  before  the  jury, 
and  the  indictment  must  be  bad  on  general 
demurrer.  [Counsel  read  several  portions 
of  the  paragraphs  set  out  iu  the  indict- 
ment.] These  passages  are  plainly  evi- 
dence of  the  design  charged.  Thiere  is 
also  the  authority  of  Martin  v.  Beg.,  where 
the  writings  charjrod  as  overt  acts  were 
not  set  forth.  The  Lord  Chief  Justice 
8ays(e)— 

*'  it  is  not  necessary  to  decide  on  this  objection, 
and  I  pass  it  by,  merely  observing  that  the 
counts  here  are  conformable  to  the  precedents  ibr 
high  treason  under  the   English  Act  of  the 


(a)  82StTr.  1. 
(6)  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  9  J5. 
(c)   l5St.  Tr.  989. 
id)  16  St.  Tr.  814. 
(«)  6  St.  Tr.  NJS.  1098. 
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86  Geo.  8.,  of  which  the  Act  of  the  11  &  12 
Yict.,  on  which  the  present  indictment  is 
founded,  is  a  literal  transcription." 

3.  Ab  to  the  objection  of  uncertainty 
for  want  of  proper  avermentB,  coUoguium, 
and  innaendoes,  the  indictment  lu  this 
case  is  the  same  as  the  indictment  in 
MarHn*8  case,  as  to  the  non-introduc- 
tion of  innuendoes  or  specific  aver- 
ments. It  was  there  held  unnecessary 
to  aver  that  the  publication  was  of  and 
concerning  some  particular  design  then  in 
progress,  (a)  In  Martinis  case  the  indict- 
ment said,  which  publication  "is  to  the 
effect  following*';  in  this  case  it  is  said 
*' which  is,  amongst  other  things^  to 
the  tenor  and  effect  following."  The 
pleading  in  this  case  is  a  literal  transcript 
of  approved  precedents  in  cases  of  libel : 
Lord  George  Chrdon^s  libel  case,  (6) 
Pained  case,(c)  HoIVb  case,(i)  Williams's 
caBe.(e)  In  Tabarty.  Tipper  (f)  it  appeared 
that  between  the  difi'erent  parts  of  the 
libel,  there  was,  in  the  original,  a  Latin 
line,  which  the  pleader  omitted,  but  in- 
asmuch as  it  did  not  alter  or  vary  the 
sense,  Lord  Ellehborough  refused  to  non- 
suit the  plaintiff.  The  only  question  is, 
whether  the  writings  which  are  set  out 
contain  such  oompassings  as  we  have 
charged.  Twyn^s  case.  (^)  Innuendoes 
are  only  used  where  the  meaning  is 
doubtful  or  ambiguous  ;  but  here  the  only 
meaning  which  these  publications  could 
bear  is,  a  compassing  to  deprive  and  de- 
pose the  Queen  from  the  style,  honour, 
and  royal  name  of  the  imperial  crown  of 
the  United  Kingdom. 

4.  Publications  may  be  laid  as  overt 
acts.  Before  36  Qeo.  3.  c.  7.  it  was  well 
established  that  publishing  might  be  an 
overt  act  of  compassing:  Fitzharria'e 
case,(^)  and  Ooleman'e  case,(i)  where  writ- 
ten documents  were  so  considered. 
36  Geo,  3.  c.  7.  took  the  distinction  be- 
tween publications  and  overt  acts.  In 
Thistlewood'e  case,  the  publication  of 
placards  was  so  held ;  and  publications,  if 
they  are  intended  to  be  used  in  further- 
ance of  the  object,  can  be  relied  on  as 
overt  acts.  It  is  quite  possible  that  there 
may  be  a  publisning  not  an  overt  act. 
Any  printing  is  an  overt  act  if  done  in 
furtherance  of  the  criminal  object.  The 
words  "overt  act  or  deed"  may  include 
publications  or  open  and  advised  speaking. 


(a)  lb.  1093. 

(6)  22  St.  Tr.  177. 

(c)  22  St.  Tr.  860. 

(d)  Jh,  1200. 

(e)  26  St.  Tr.  656. 
(/)  1  Camp.  860. 
(y)  Kel.  22. 

(k)  8  St.  Tr.  887,  888. 
(0  1  St.  Tr.  3-6. 


Reg,  V.  8picer.(a)  If  publications  cannot 
be  charged  as  overt  acts,  the  words 
charging  them  as  such  may  be  rejected  as 
surplusage. 

6.  With  respect  to  the  allegation  of  re- 
pugnancy, the  objection  does  not  apply  to 
the  first  and  third  couuts,  or  to  those 
parts  of  the  other  counts  which  set  forth 
the  documents  constituting  the  overt  acts 
of  the  3rd  June.  But  there  is  no  repug- 
nancy. The  words  are — 
"  did  then  and  there  feloniously  express,  utter, 
and  declare,  by  divers  overt  acts  and  deeds 
hereinafter  mentioned." 

"  Divers  acts  "  means  other  than  those  on 
the  3rd  of  June.  This  is  an  averment 
of  Wo  distinct  things.  It  is  that  on  the 
3rd  June  the  prisoner  did  a  certain  act, 
and  on  another  day  another,  which  is  evi- 
dence of  the  same  compassing:  Bex  r, 
Stevens  aihd  AgnetJO.(h)  In  T(nJonley*8 
ca8e,(e)  it  was  objected  that  the  overt  acts 
were  charged  in  the  indictment  to  have 
been  done  on  the  10th  October^  bat  that 
all  the  evidence  was  of  overt  acts  subse- 
quent to  that  date ;  and  in  Lord  Balme- 
vino's  case,(d)  the  same  objection  was 
made,  but  Lord  Chief  Justice  Lee  de- 
livered the  unanimous  opinion  of  ail  the 
judges,  that  the  day  is  not  material,  pro- 
vided the  treason  be  proved  to  have  been 
committed  before  the  finding  of  the  bill ; 
so  that  in  this  indictment  we  are  en- 
titled to  give  in  evidence  publications  of 
a  different  day  from  the  3rd  June.  It  is 
not  like  the  description  of  the  date  of  a 
written  instrument.  In  an  action  on  a 
bill  of  exchange,  if  you  say  that  on  such  a 
day  the  party  made  his  bill  of  exchange, 
you  may  give  evidence  of  a  bill  made  on 
another  day  ;  though,  if  you  describe  the 
bill  as  bearing  date  on  such  a  day,  you 
cannot  give  in  evidence  a  bill  of  a  diffe- 
rent date. 

PfifiRiN,  J. :  Have  you  any  authority  for 
that  P  It  is  a  question  of  the  distinction 
between  pleading  and  evidence.  There 
are  preceaents  under  36  Qeo,  3.— one  in 
Thistleu)ood*s  case,  where  it  is  alleged  that 
he  did  compass,  &c.,  on  a  certain  day,  and 
on  divers  other  days  both  before  and  after, 
but  there  is  no  authority  that  I  am  aware 
of  for  the  form  adopted  here. 

Attorney' G enercU :  The  act  of  publishing 
may  be  done  on  several  different  days  it  is 
otherwise  of  the  compassing.  But  if  the 
construction  contended  for  at  the  other  side 
is  the  true  construction  of  this  document, 
the  Court  may  reject  the  portion  which 
is  inconsistent :  Layer's  case  (e) ;  Ring  v. 

(a)  1  C.  &  K.  699. 
(6)  5  East,  244. 
(c)  Fost.  Or.  L.  7. 
Id)  Ib.9,noie, 
(tf)  16St.  Tr.  314. 
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Bwtborcugh  (a) ;  Lotoich'a  case  (h).  That 
will  leaye  the  first  and  third  conntB,  and 
the  first  overt  acts  of  the  other  connts. 

6.  In  any  case  the  demurrer  is  bad,  as 
it  does  not  apply  to  the  overt  act  of 
June  8rd.  Being  to  the  whole  connt,  it  is 
too  large  and  mnst  be  overmled.  Beg.  v. 
Bhode${c);  WM  v.  Bakw{d)i  Boyee  v. 
W%Uiam8.(e) 

January  4,  1849. 

Pbrbiv,  J  :  The  prisoner  is  charged 
nnder  the  statute  of  11  &  12  Vid.  c.  12. 
with  feloniously  compassing  to  depose  the 
Queen,  and  to  levy  war  against  Her  Ma- 
jesty. There  was  another  indictment  for 
the  same  ofl^enoe  pending  in  the  county 
of  Dublin;  this  the  Oonrt  is  of  opinion, 
should  be  quashed.  The  Ist  count  cnarges 
that  the  prisoner,  on  the  3rd  of  June,  in 
the  11th  year  of  the  Queen,  did  compass, 
imagine,  and  intend  to  depose  the  Queen, 
and  that  compassing  did  express,  utter, 
and  declare,  by  feloniously  publishing  a 
certain  printing  or  writing,  which  said 
printing  contains,  among  other  passages, 
the  several  following  ones,  to  wnich  it  is 
material  to  advert : — 

*'When  the  French  revelation  raised  the 
hopes  in  Ireland  of  a  speedy  deliveranoe,  I 
asked  to  have  done  what  neemed  to  me  to  be 
the  manifest  duty  of  the  hour.  I  proposed  that 
the  two  existing  Repeal  AssociatioDs  should  be 
forthwith  dissolved,  and  a  new  one,  kindled 
with  the  new  spirit  of  the  times,  set  in  their 
place;  that  it  should  be  open  to  all  repealers 
without  pledge  or  qualification ;  that  its  govern- 
ment should  be  committed  to  a  ieffislntive 
council  of  three  hundred  repealers,  the  foremott 
in  Ireland  for  capacity  and  devotion,  and  its 
direction  to  an  executive  committee  of  five, 
competent  to  act  as  the  cabinet  of  the  move- 
ment ;  that  commissioners  should  be  Pent  forth 
to  organise  the  entire  country  into  local  clubs  i 
that  permanent  agents  should  be  established 
in  England  to  organise  the  Irish,  and  the  friends 
of  Ireknd,  in  every  city  in  that  island.  It  was 
my  conviction  that  nothing  ought  to  be  left  to 
ehance  which  ibrethought  eould  prepare;  that 
every  foot  of  Irish  soil  ought  to  be  made  vital 
with  Uie  passion  for  daring  changes,  and  for 
rMolts  that  glowed  in  the  heart  ofthe  capital ; 
that  the  hot  blood  engendered  there  ought  to 
be  sent  homing  and  thrilliog  to  the  coldest 
extremities;  that  organisation  ouj^ht  to  be  ex- 
tended and  systematised  till  literally  every 
hamlet  and  parish  had  its  club,  every  town  and 
city  its  brigade  of  clubs.  Had  this  been  done, 
Ireland,  instead  of  pleading  a  shameful  want  of 
forethought,  would  at  this  hour  possess  a  popular 
cabinet,  treasury,  and  legislative  council,  trusted 


(a)  2  0.  &  J.  418,  and  S  Tjrr.  468. 
(6)  18  St.  Tr.  867. 
(c)  2  Ld.  Baym.  886. 
(<0  7  A.  &  B.  841. 
(«)  8  Jones,  Bxeh.  814. 


by  the  whole  country,  and  a  national  guard  of 
disciplined  clubs." 

**  Give  Ireland  a  native  power  which  she  can 
love  and  obey,  and  you  give  all  she  requires 
for  strength  or  victory.  A  popular  executive 
set  up  by  the  Irish  nation  would  overtop  the 
officials  of  Dublin  Castle  in  a  week,  and,  if  ihcy 
are  worthy  of  their  office,  would  centre  round 
themselves  the  love  and  reverence  of  the  whole 
nation." 

These  passages  are  set  out  as  expres- 
sive of  tno  compassing  charged,  and  the 
intent  to  depose  the  Queen.  In  the  second 
publication  we  find  the  following  ex- 
tracts : — 

**  Frankly  we  go  into  this  league  to  establish 
clubs  universally,  to  re|^n  for  Ireland  the 
generous  aid  of  our  foreign  friends,  to  compass 
a  national  council  of  three  hundred  elected 
representatives,  fit  to  coo  front  the  majesty  of 
England,  or  the  sterner  majesty  of  death." 

'*  The  ministers  of  Ireland  prefer  a  civil  war 
to  an  Irish  legislature — the  Imse  aristocracy  of 
Ireland  have  declared  for  the  minister,  auid 
against  the  soil  on  which  they  live — ^the  Irish 

? government  now  becomes  simply  a  question  of 
orce,  force  of  will,  and  force  of  organixation. 
It  has  ceased  to  be  a  debatable  question,  a  pro- 
pagandism,  or  a  demonstration.  With  petitions, 
motions,  resolutions,  and  all  oratory  of  the 
remonstrative  order,  it  is  done  for  ever.  Does 
Ireland  really  will  national  institutions  ?  If  so, 
Ireland  must  prepare  herself  to  assert  them  by 
union  and  by  action.  Every  town,  village,  and 
barony  must  have  its  club,  every  club  its  com- 
mittee, every  committee  its  plan  of  operations, 
adhering  with  the  general  policy  When  this  is 
done,  and  Ireland,  from  end  to  end,  is  bound 
together  by  a  spirit  of  sympathy  and  cords  of 
combination,  it  will  be  a  feasible  work  to 
emancipate  her  from  the  iron  yoke,  and  give 
her  whatever  form  of  government  the  national 
will  decrees."  t 

That  expressly  shows  an  intention  to 
depose.  The  charge  in  the  Ist  count 
against  the  prisoner  is,  that  he  had  com- 
passed the  deposition  of  the  Queen,  and 
expressed  that  compassing  or  intention  by 
the  articles  therein  set  forth.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  passages  I  have  read  do 
not  only  contain  evidence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  that  design,  but  also  an  advioe  to 
others  to  efPect  that  purpose.  To  attempt 
a  change  of  government  which  involved 
the  deposition  of  the  Queen  would,  in  the 
language  of  Lord  EllMborough,  amount  to 
an  overt  act. 

The  prisoner,  by  his  demurrer,  objected 
to  the  coimt  both  in  substance  and  form 
— ^in  substance,  as  not  being  according  to 
the  statute;  and  in  form,  as  being 
double,  general,  and  uncertain.  The  first 
objection  was  that  the  count  was  double 
for  setting  out  several  publications  in 
which  the  prisoner  was  said  to  have  ex- 
pressed the  felonious  oompaasiugs;  that 
,  each  printing  was  a  distinct  offence,  and 
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ought  to  be  the  snbjeot  of  a  separate 
coant;  and  the  general  mle  that  an  indict- 
ment shall  not  contain  more  than  one 
offence  was  referred  to.  That  general 
mle  was  not  disputed,  but  it  was  an- 
swered by  the  Crown  that  the  statnte,  s.  5, 
proyides  that — 

"  it  shall  be  lawful  in  any  indictment  for  any 
felony  under  this  Act  to  chaige  against  the 
offender  any  number  of  the  mattery  acts,  or 
deeds  by  which  such  compassings  or  any  of 
them  shall  have  been  expressed." 

The  statute  which  reduced  the  offence 
in  36  Oeo.  3.  from  treason  to  felony, 
created  that  felony  by  the  very  same 
words  by  which  treason  had  been  created 
or  defined  in  36  Geo.  3,  and  did  not 
intend  to  deprive  the  Crown  of  any  pro- 
tection to  which  it  had  been  entitled  ;  and 
accordingly  s.  5  was  enacted,  giving  the 
right  to  set  out  several  acts  of  compassing. 
It  was  said  the  section  spoke  of  one  in- 
dictment and  not  of  one  count,  and  that 
the  publications  should  have  been  charged 
in  several  counts ;  but  no  authority  was 
cited  for  this,  and  the  word  indictment 
appears  to  be  used  here  in  tne  sense  of 
count,  as  in  1  Hale  P.C.  122. 

It  has  been  argued  that  there  is  this 
distinction  between  the  offences  created 
under  36  Oeo.  3.  c.  7.  and  11  &  12  Vict. 
c.  12.,  that  in  the  one  the  compassing 
alone  was  the  offence,  but  that  under  the 
latter  the  compassing  and  the  expression 
of  it  No  authority  has  been  cited  to  esta- 
blish that  distinction.  The  explanation, 
construction,  and  import  of  the  same  words 
in  the  two  Acts  must  be  the  same.  To  sus- 
tain this  argument  we  must  hold  that  they 
mean  different  things  in  the  same  Act — 
one  in  the  second  section  extending  the  un- 
repealed part  of  36  Oeo,  3.  to  this  conntry, 
and  another  in  the  third  section  creating  a 
new  felony  in  both  countries.  The  thing 
prohibited  is  the  same  in  both  statutes, 
viz.,  the  Qompassingy  and  the  expressing  of 
it  by  publication,  or  by  any  overt  acts, 
or  deeds.  An  indictment  xmder  36  Oeo,  3. 
would  be  erroneous  if  the  charge  was  of 
compassing  alone,  and  the  overt  act  were 
not  expressed.  The  same  rule  must  be 
necessary  under  the  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12. 
Under  either  Act  it  is  necessary  to  charge 
compassing  and  the  expressing  of  it  by 
overt  acts  and  deeds;  and  it  is  lawful  to 
charge  any  number  of  overt  acts  which 
express,  utter,  and  declare  the  treason  or 
felony.  It  is,  therefore,  over-refining  and 
unwarranted  to  say  that  compassing  is  the 
'  offence  in  treason,  and  compassing  and  ex- 
pi-eesing  in  felony.  It  is  equally  erroneous 
and  over-refined  to  say  that  there  are  three 
felonies;— by  publishing,  by  open  and 
advised  speaking,  and  b^  any  other  act  or 
deed;   or  that  publications  of  printings 


which  have  all  the  qualifications  of  overt 
acts  may  not  be  laid  as  such,  or  that  they 
are  not  within  the  words,  "  matters, 
acts,  or  deeds,"  of  s.  5.  Authorities  have 
been  referred  to,  but  they  do  not  support 
the  position  they  were  cited  for,  and  this 
ipount  is  conformable  with  the  practice  and 
precedents  in  cases  of  perjury  and  conspi- 
racy.  No  possible  inconvenience  or  dis- 
advantage can  arise  to  the  prisoner,  and  so 
far,  the  case  of  Beg.  v.  Martin  (a)  is  in 
point;  therefore  I  think  that  there  is 
nothing  in  this  objection. 

The  second  objection  is,  that  the  count 
is  too  general,  in  not  specifying  fully 
the  words  charged,  and  that  there  is  no 
colloquium,  innuendo,  or  aveiment  expres- 
sive of  the  intent  charged.  I  think  that 
the  passages  themselves  plainly  express 
the  intention  charged,  therefore  no  innu- 
endo, colloquium,  or  averment  is  necessary. 
In  OUmenU  v.  Fiaher,(h)  though  the  count 
was  held  to  be  bad  for  want  of  a  colloquium 
or  averment,  the  Court  says  that  such  an 
allegation  would  not  have  been  necessary, 
if  there  had  been  in  the  libel  set  out  any- 
thing which  clearly  applied  to  the  plain- 
tiff, or  any  distinct  innuendo  so  applying  to 
the  libellous  matter,  or  if,  upon  the  peru- 
sal of  the  matter  set  out,  it  had  manifestly 
appeared  that  it  related  to  the  libel  in 
respect  of  which  the  plaintiff  had  recovered 
damages.  In  the  present  case  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  read  the  passages  I  have 
referred  to.  without  seeing  that  they  do 
directly  relate  and  refer  to  the  object  of 
the  compassing,  and  that  they  suggest  the 
means  of  carrying  it  into  effect. 

'*  The  problem  that  lies  before  us  is  to  seise 
the  whole  fon^e  of  the  country — now  8eat(er«fd 
and  chaotic— to  reduce  it  promptly  to  order, 
and  discipline  it  to  system,  that  it  may  be 
wielded  like  a  sword  against  England.  We  are 
playing  for  the  life  of  Ireland,  and  anything 
short  of  this  is  flinging  away  the  last  hope  of 
the  Celtic  race." 

The  Court  is  to  read  these  words  as  they 
would  be  read  elsewhere,  according  to 
their  literal  meaning.  Can  it  be  suggested 
that  the  intent  was  not  to  depose  the 
Queen  P  What  averment  could  make  the 
intent  clearer  than  that  passage  itself  has 
expressed  it — 

*'  A  popular  executive,  set  up  by  the  Irish 
nation,  would  overtop  Ihe  officials  of  Dublin 
Castle  in  a  week,  and  if  they  are  worthy  of  their 
office,  would  centre  round  themselves  the  love 
and  reverence  of  the  whole  nation." 

Does  not  that  express  an  intention  in  the 
prisoner,  and  an  advice  to  others  to  seek 
to  ohange  the  Government,  and  set  up 
another,  and  could  t^at  be  done  without 

(o)  6  St  Tr.  N.S.  W6  j  3  Cox  a  C.  447. 
ib-)  7  B.^C.459. 
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levying  war  and  deposing  the  Queen  P  It 
has  been  suggested,  but  it  was  not  pressed, 
that  some  other  meaning  mi^t  be  attri- 
buted to  these  passages.  The  case  of 
Be(f.  T.  Martin  is  an  authority  upon  this 
point  also,  but  this  case  is  even  stronger ; 
for  there  the  passages  were  not,  a^ 
here,  either  specified  or  selected.  I  can- 
not conceiye  the  necessity  for  expressing 
the  intent;  there  is  no  ambiguity  here. 
In  Bex,  T.  Agnew,(a)  the  rule  is  thus  stated : 
'*  There  is  no  rule  that  other  words  shall  be 
employed  than  those  in  ordinary  use,  or  that 
in  indictments,  or  other  pleadings,  a  di£ferent 
sense  is  to  be  put  od  them  than  they  bear  in 
ordinary  acceptation:"  '*And  if,  where  the 
sense  may  be  ambiguous,  it  is  sufficiently 
marked  hy  the  context,  or  other  means,  in  what 
sense  they  are  intended  to  be  read,  no  objection 
can  be  made  on  the  ground  of  repugnancy, 
which  only  exists  where  a  sense  is  annexed  to 
words -which  is  either  absolutely  inconsistent 
therewith,  or  being  apparently  so,  is  not  ac- 
companied with  anything  to  explain  or  define 
them." 

In  the  case  of  Bex  y.  Home,(]b)  referred  to 
in  the  argument.  Be  Orey,  0.  J.,  at  p.  683, 
says — 

**  to  apply  these  principles  to  cases  of  libel,  it 
may  happen  that  a  writing  may  be  so  expressed, 
and  in  such  clear  and  unambiguous  words,  as 
may  amount  in  itself  to  a  libel.  In  such  a  case, 
the  Court  wants  no  circumstances  to  make  it 
clearer  than  it  is  of  itself,  and  therefore  all 
foreign  circumstances  introduced  upon  the  re- 
cord would  he  only  matter  of  supererogation/* 

In  the  present  case,  the  passages  are  not 
merely  capable  of  being  connected  with 
the  offences  charged,  but  directly  relate 
to  the  compassing  and  efiectuation  of  it, 
and  I  approye  of  the  rule  cited  by  Sir 
Cohnan  O^Loghlen,  from  Fost,  Cr.  L.  198, 
liiat 

*'the  words  must  be  published,  and  that  they 
import  such  compassing,** 

and  applying  it  to  the  present  case,  it 
appears  to  me  that  these  passages  denote, 
and  are  expressiye  of  the  design  charged, 
and  are  in  furtherance  and  contemplation 
of  it. 

This  objection  is  repeated  in  another 
form,  TiE.,  that  the  whole  of  the  wri- 
tiuffs  should  be  set  forth,  and  that 
nothing  shonld  be  left  to  intendment  If 
the  whole  were  set  out,  it  would  be  most 
injurious  to  the  prisoner  to  haye  yolu- 
minous  and  long  continuances  set  out 
-  upon  the  record,  and,  as  expressed  by 
Lord  Denmtm,  *'  a  grieyance  and  an 
oppression."  The  doctrine  is  also  cor-. 
rectly  stated  in  SachevereiVe  ca8e,(c)  and' 
this  indictment  follows  the  course  there 

(a)  5  East  258. 
(6)  Cowp.  673. 
(c)  15  8t.T.l. 


pointed  out,  and  gives  the  prisoner  an 
adTanlage  by  selecting  the  passages  re- 
lied on,  and  I  do  not  think  the  Attorney' 
General  could  rely  on  other  portions 
of  the  publication  than  those  set  out 
to  support  his  case.  Several  cases  were 
cited  m  which  it  was  necessary  to  set  out 
the  whole  matter  of  the  publication,  as  in 
indictments  for  administering  false  oaths, 
<&c.  They  do  not  apply  to  the  present 
case.  I  agree  with  the  doctrine  of  Lord 
Kale  (1  P.  0. 109)— 

"  that  the  words  must  show  not  only  a  purpose, 
but  a  settled  intention  in  the  mind  :'* 

I  will  test  the  count  by  this  rule.  I  find 
by  the  passages  I  have  referred  to,  which 
appear  plainly  to  import  the  intention 
imputed  to  them,  that  the  intention  of  all 
these  is  so  clearly  set  out  as  to  denote  the 
settled  purpose  necessary  to  constitute 
the  charge ;  but,  if  the  words  do  not  of 
themselves  express  the  guilty  purpose, 
then  it  should  be  shown.  I  think  that 
the  count  does  express  the  compassing, 
and  that  the  prisoner  eyidenced  the  inten- 
tion of  perfecting  that  compassing  by  the 
passages  I  have  referred  to.  In  Thistle- 
wood's  case'(a),  Abbott,  C.  J.,  in  his  charge  to 
the  grand  jury,  speaking  of  the  36  Geo.  3., 
says — 

**  that  the  intention  shall  constitute  the  crime, 
which  shall  be  manifested  by  some  act  tending 
towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  criminS 
object.** 

I  adopt  that  view ;  it  is  not  merely 
necessary  that  a  yague  intention  should 
be  expressed  in  the  count,  but  a  settled 
purpose.  What  was  thei*e  set  out  was, 
m  the  object  of  law,  an  overt  act,  and 
evinced  a  settled  purpose  to  effect  the 
intention  charged:  Despard^e  case. (6)  In 
SacheverelVs  case(c),  the  objection  was, 
not  that  the  pa^^sages  were  not  fully 
set  out,  but  that  no  passages  at  all 
were  specified;  in  fact,  the  want  of 
the  very  thing  done  in  the  prehont  case 
was  complained  of  there.  Bex  y.'Maeon^id) 
was  relied  on  to  show  that  passages 
should  be  set  out,  that  the  Court  may 
see  if  the  offence  is  that  contemplated 
by  the  statute  creating  it;  and  Clem' 
ente  y.  Fisher  (e)  was  cited  to  the  same 
effect.  With  that  I  agree,  but  it  has  also 
been  said  that  the  whole  publication  should 
be  set  out,  in  order  that  the  Ck)urt  might 
be  in  a  position  to  measure  the  punish- 
ment to  be  inflicted.  It  is  in  the  power 
of  the  Court  to  have  the  whole  document 
before  it,  and  to  use  it  for  that  purpose. 

(a)  33  St.  Tr.  684. 
(6)  28  St.  Tr.  345. 
(c)  15St.Tr.  1. 
id)  1  East  ISOn. 
(€)  7  B.  &  C.  459. 
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It  was  farther  argacd,  that  the  grand 
jury  may  not  have  found  the  bill  upon 
the  passages  alleged  to  be  expressive  of 
the  offence.  It  is  not  to  be  presamed  that 
the  grand  jnry  passed  by  the  passages 
charged  and  fonnd  npon  others,  and,  in  my 
jndgment,  it  is  more  likely  that  both  the 
grand  and  petty  jury  would  be  more  em- 
barrassed by  long  statements,  than  those 
confined  to  particular  charges.  The  au- 
thorities and  precedents  appear  to  show 
plainly  that  this  course  is  proper.  In 
8achevereU*8  case,  the  objection  that  no  en- 
tire passage  of  the  sermon  had  been  set  out, 
was  not  allowed.  This  count  appears  to 
be  entirely  in  accordance  with  that  autho- 
rity, and  precedents  to  the  same  effect  will 
be  found  m  Stockdcde's  case, (a)  Fvnnerty*8 
case, (6)  WiUiams'e  ca8e,(e)  and  particularly 
in  Twyn's  case,(rf)  where  the  indictment 
first  set  out  the  treasonable  intent,  and 
then  that  it  was  expressed  and  declared 
by  the  publication  of  a  certain  book 
(specifying  its  title) 

**  wherein,  amongst  other  things,  he  did  falsely, 
treasonably,  and  maliciously  print,  or  cause  to 
be  printed  and  published  against  his  allegi- 
ance," 

setting  forth  various  extracts.     And   in  j 
Thistleu)ood*8  cuse,(e)   only  a  part  of  the 
proclamation  was  set  out,  which  was  there 
charged  under  36  Geo,  3.    For  these  rea- 
sons it  appears  to  me  that  this  count  does  i 
set  forth   an  offence  within  the  statute ;  I 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  any  innuen-  I 
does  to  support  it ;  and,  therefore,  there  { 
must  be  judgment  for  the  Crown  upon  the 
first  count. 

The  second  count  was  objected  to  as 
being  repugnant,  and  inconsistent  as  to 
the  time,  in  stating  that  the  prisoner  did 
compass  gu  the  3rd  June,  and  the   said  { 
compassing  did  then  and  there  express,  I 
utter,  and  declare  by  divers  overt  acts  and 
deeds,  that  is  to  bay,  on  June   3rd,  he  i 
published,  &c.,  and  on  June  17th,  and  so  , 
on  several  subsequent  days ;  and  secondly,  I 
because  publications  are  set  out  as  overt  < 
acts.     I  am  of  opinion  the  first  objection 
is  well  founded.    The  allegation  that  the 
prisoner  did  on  June  3rd,  express,  utter, 
and  declare  by  printing  and  publishing, 
or  other  acis  done  on  June  1 7th,  what  he 
had  compassed  or  designed  on  June  3rd, 
is  insensible  and  repugnant,(/)  and  this 


(a)  22  St.  Tr.  287. 

(A)  26  St.  Tr.  901. 

(c)  lb.  653. 

id)  6  St.  Tr.  514-5. 

(e)  33  St  Tr.  681. 

(/)  This  passage  is  corrected  from  the  report 
in  the  Freenum's  Journal.  The  report  in  Cox 
and  in  1  Jr.  Jur.  102  is  '*  The  dxpression  on  the 
1 7th  of  a  compassing  on  the  3rd  is  repugnant, 
&c. "  ;'but  this  is  incorrect ;  see  judgment  on  de- 
murrer to  the  fourth  indictment,  bck)w,  p.  85 7. 
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is  clearly  established  by  authority;  in 
2  Hawk.  P.  0.  324,  it  is  said— 

**  if  an  indictment  lay  the  offence  on  an  uncer- 
tain day,  or  impossible  day,  or  where  it  lays  it 
on  a  future  day,  or  lays  one  and  the  same  offence 
at  different  days,  or  lays  it  on  such  a  day  as 
makes  the  indictment  repugnant  to  itself^  it  is 
void." 

My  reading  of  that  passage  is,  that  if  in 
any  essential  portion  the  averment  be  re- 
pugnant to  itself  it  is  bad ;  and  the  case  of 
Bex  V.  Agneto,{a)  and  the  authorities  there 
cited,  support  this  view.  I  do  not  think 
this  defect  can  be  successfully  obviated, 
but  on  the  authorities  I  think  that  all  the 
charges  subsequent  to  the  first  overt  act 
must  be  rejected,  but  that  the  count  may 
be  sustained  with  respect  to  the  overt  acts 
laid  on  the  3rd  of  June,  and  prior  to  that 
day.  During  the  argument  I  thought  that 
this  course  of  pleading  was  that  objected 
to  in  Thi«ilewood*8  case ;  I  find  I  was  in 
error.  The  statement  of  the  compassing 
there  is  on  a  particular  day  and  on  several 
days  both  before  and  after.  That  was  not 
repugnant.  On  these  authorities  I  think 
the  second  and  subsequent  overt  acts  are 
repugnant  and  inconsistent,  and  must  be 
rejected,  but,  according  to  the  authority 
of  Lord  Holt, 

**  the  preliminary  or  precedent  matter  should 
not  be  defeated  by  the  repugnant  matter  which 
followed.  The  subsequent  matter  alone  could 
come  under  the  objection.*' 

The  next  objection  is  not  well  founded. 
The  publications  are  well  laid  as  overt 
acts.  It  is  charged  that  they  were  pub- 
lished in  order  to  carry  out  the  alleged 
compassing.  I  think  on  the  authority  of 
1  Hale  P.  0.  118;  Fo8t  Cr.  L.  119;  of 
Lord  EUenhorotufh  in  ThisUewood^s  case, 
and  of  Bayley,  J.,  in  Wai8on*8  case — who 
stated  that  a  publication  might  be  an 
overt  act,  if  it  was  shown  as  an  indnce- 
ment,  an  incentive,  or  a  means  to  effect 
a  purpose — that  publications  are  properly 
laid  as  overt  acts. 

So  far  as  this  count  is  bad,  the  demurrer 
should  be  allowed ;  and  perhaps  the  proper 
course  would  be  to  say  that  so  mnch  should 
be  allowed  and  so  much  should  be  quashed. 
The  cases  cited  to  show  that,  where  a  de- 
murrer is  too  large,  it  should  be  over- 
ruled, are  applicable  to  civil  cases  only.  I 
cannot  hold  the  same  rule  in  criminal 
cases.  I  think  the  demurrer  is  to  be 
allowed  to  that  portion  which  is  bad. 

The  rule  to  be  pronounced  on  the  first 
count  governs  the  third,  and  that  on  the 
second  governs  the  fourth. 

The  next  objection  is  to  the  fifth  and 
sixth  counts ;  first,  that  they  are  repug- 


(a)  5  East  257. 
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naat  and  inoonsifitent  in  point  of  time,  and 
secondly,  that  the  overt  acts  should  clearly 
show  the  contents  of  the  pnblications.  The 
rule  I  have  made  on  the  second  count 
applies  to  this ;  therefore  all  the  charges 
subsequent  to  that  on  the  8rd  of  June 
must  be  rejected;  the  other  objection  I  do 
not  think  to  be  well  founded.  The  count 
charges  that  the  prisoner — 

"  did  feloniously  publish  divers  other  print infrs, 

containing 

"  amongst  other  things,  incitements,  encourage- 
ments, advices  and  exhortations  to  the  liege  sub- 
jects of  the  Queen  to  rise  and  rebel  treason- 
ably," &c. 

It  appears  to  me  that  this  count  does 
charge  diyeis  overt  acts  on  the  3rd  of 
June,  the  tendency  of  which  is  plainly  the 
accomplishment  of  the  deposition  of  the 
Queen,  and  I  think  such  overt  acts  might 
be  given  in  evidence.  And  as  to  the 
objection  that  the  overt  acts  should  be 
fully  set  out,  I  think  that  would  be 
unnecessary,  and  that  it  is  quite  suCBcient 
to  charge  the  intent  and  purpose  to  be 
felonious ;  and  that  it  will  be  a  question 
of  evidence  at  the  trial,  whether  the  pub- 
lications were  issued,  or  bore  the  meaning 
imputed  to  them.  There  are  no  authorities 
cited  to  the  contrary,  with  the  exception  of 
the  alleged  opinion  of  the  Lord  Chief  Baron 
and  Mr.  Baron  Penne father, (a)  They  had 
expressed  no  such  opinion;  they  felt 
some  difficulty  as  to  whether  the  evi- 
dence was  not  offered  to  buttress  an- 
other count ;  as,  to  use  it  so,  would  be  a 
surprise  upon  the  prisoner,  by  using  evi- 
dence not  charged,  but  they  offered  to 
receive  the  evidence  if  the  verdict  were 
taken  on  the  count  in  question.  A  count 
of  this  nature  will  be  found  in  Francia*8 
case  (h)  decided  shortly  afler  8acheverelV$ 
case  ;  and  also  in  Layer*8  case  (e),  Wateon^e 
case  (d),  and  ThistUwood'e  case,  (e)  This 
indictment  is  in  the  same  way ;  I  cannot, 
therefore,  hold  it  necessary  to  specify  the 
particular  words  ;  the  demurrer  must, 
therefore,  be  overruled  on  this  ground  as 
to  the  first  overt  act ;  and  the  same  rule 
will  apply  to  the  sixth  count. 

BicHABDS,  B. :  After  the  judgment  that 
has  been  pronounced  by  my  brother  Perrin, 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  so  at  any  length 
1010  the  minute  and  technical  points  of 
pleading  that  have  been  raised  upon  the 
demurrer  in  this  case ;  but  there  are  some 
new  and  important  questions  involved  in 
the  arguments  that  nave  been  addressed 


id)  e  St.  Tr.  N.8.  994. 
(6)  15  St  Tr.  908. 
(cj  16  St.  Tr.  95,  96. 
(d)  82  St  Tr.  I. 
(«)  38  St  Tr.  697. 


to  ns ;  upon  those  questions  I  propose  to 
offer  a  few  observations.    It  is  msisted  by 
counsel  for  the  prisoner  that  all  the  pub- 
lications relied  ou  and  stated  iu  the  indict- 
ment as  expressive  of  the  guilty  compass- 
ings  of  the  defendant,  should  be  set  forth 
with  the  same  certainty  that  it  is  necessary 
written  or  printed  matter  should  be  stated 
in  an  indictment  or  action  for  a  libel ;  for 
it  is  said  that  under  the  provisions  of  11  & 
12  Vict.  c.  12.  s.  3,  the  published  matter 
is  made  part  and  parcel  of  the  crime  itself 
— part  of  the  corpus  delicti,  and  we  have 
been  referred  to  the  several  cases  as  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Hodges,  of  Bed.  v.  Martin,(a) 
and  Beg,  v.  O'BohertyfJb)  and  to  the  expres- 
sions of  the  several  learned  judges  before 
whom  those  cases  were  respectively  tried, 
and  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  language 
attributed  to  the  learned  judges  who  pre- 
sided on  those  several  occasions  does  give 
colour  to  the  position  insisted  on  by  coun- 
sel for  the  prisoner.      If  the  expressing  of 
the  compassing  by  matter  published  or 
written,  is  to  form,  in  the  sense  oon tended 
for,  a  part  of  the  crime,  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  upon  what  principle  of  law 
the  prosecutor  can  be  excused  from  sotting 
out  in  terms  in  his  indictment  that  writing 
or  printing.    The  cases  to  which  we  have 
been  referred,  from  iS^ac^evereZZ*^  case  down- 
wards, establish  the  position  that,  where 
the  written  or  printea  matter  forms  part 
of  the  corptLS  delicti,  it  should  be  set  out 
distinctly  and  in  terms,  so  that  the  offence 
charged  may  appear  upon  the  record,and  be 
judged  of  accordingly ,  Wright  v.  Clements.(e) 
But  writings  relied  on,  in  cases  of  treason, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  guilty 
intent,have  never  been  considered—at  least 
never  that  I  am  aware  of — to  come  within 
the  principle  established  by  the  class  of 
cases  to  which  I  have  last  adverted,  but  the 
contrary,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to 
various  very  eminent  writers  on  the  law 
of  treason,  and  to  adjudged  cases.    And 
first,  with  respect  to  the  course  of  plead- 
ing adopted  in    prosecutions  founded  on 
the  statute  of  Edtoard  8.,  I  would  refer  to 
Fost.  Or.  L.  194,  where,  speaking  of  the 
crime  of  compassing  or  imagining  the 
death  of  the  King,  or  of  his  Queen,  or 
eldest  son,  he  writes  thus : — 

"  from  what  hath  been  said  it  follows  that  in  anj 
indictment  for  the  crime  of  treason  by  levyii^ 
war,  or  adhering  to  the  king's  enemies,  an  overt 
act  must  be  alleged  in  proof;  for  the  overt  act 
is  the  charge  to  which  the  prosecutor  mast  apply 
his  defence;  but  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
whole  details  of  the  evidence  intended  to  be 
given  should  be  set  forth.  It  is  suiBcient  that 
the  charge  be  reduced  to  a  reasonable  certainty, 

(a)  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  925. 

(6)  Jb.  831. 

(c)  8  B.  ^  Aid.  M)6. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


837]  The  Queen  agavnst  Chariee  Oavan  Duffy,  1848-9. 


[838 


•o  that  the  defeDdant  can  apply  himself  to  it 
and  be  prepared  to  give  an  answer  to  it.*' 

IJndonbtedly  by  the  common  law,  as 
well  as  by  the  express  provisions  of  7  &  8 
Will.  3.  c.  3.,  no  evidence  was  admissible  of 
any  overt  act  that  was  not  laid  in  the  in- 
dictment, that  is  to  say,  no  overt  act  of  a 
distinct  nature  from  the  act  aUeeed, 
though  falling  under  the  same  head  or 
class,  was  allowed  to  be  given  in  evidence 
where  not  laid.  But  facts  and  circum- 
stances, evidence  falling  within,  and  going 
to  support,  the  general  overt  act  alleged 
in  the  indictment,  were  receivable, 
though  not  expressly  laid  {BooJewood*8 
case, (a)  Lotoick'a  case,(&)  and  Francid's 
ca8e,(e)  Layer^e  case,(i)  also  Deacon's 
ca89,(e)  ana  Fost.  Or.  L.  9).  All  those 
were  cases  founded  on  the  statute  of 
Fckoard  8.,  and  were  decided  before 
36  Oeo,  8.  c.  7. ;  and  many  other  cases 
of  a  similar  kind  could  also  be  re> 
ferred  to  for  this  purpose  if  it  were 
necessary.  But,  subsequently  to  36  Oeo.  3. 
c.  7.,  cases  involving  the  same  principle 
have  also  occurred,  and  a  like  doctrine 
appears  to  have  been  held  and  laid 
down  to  that  which  prevailed  before 
the  passing  of  that  Act  of  1795 ;  accord- 
ingly, on  looking  into  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Justice  Bcuyley  to  the  grand  jary  before 
whom  the  bilb  of  indictment  in  WaiBon*a 
case  were  to  be  laid(/),  I  find  that  he,  in  the 
most  express  terms,  draws  the  distinction 
between  treason,  and  the  means  by  which 
the  treason  is  expressed  and  by  which  it  is 
to  be  established.   His  words  are  these : — 

"  In  order  to  support  those  different  acts,  the 
law  expects  that  what  are  called  the  overt  acts 
Bliall,  with  reference  to  most  of  these  treasons, 
be  stated  in  the  body  of  the  bill  of  indictment 
to  be  preferred.  These  overt  acts  do  not  con- 
stitote  the  treason;  that  is  comprised  in  the 
compassing  the  King's  death,  in  the  compassing 
the  deposHl  of  the  King,  in  the  conspiring  to 
levy  war,  or  in  the  actual  levying  of  Mar;  but 
these,  which  are  called  overt  acts,  are  neces- 
sarily introduced  into  the  indictment,  and  are 
the  evidence  by  which  the  charge  is  afterwards 
to  be  supported ;  and  they  are  introduced  into 
the  indictment,  that  each  person  against  whom 
the  charge  is  made  may  have  the  opportunity  of 
knowing,  beforehand,  what  is  the  evidence  by 
which  he  is  affected,  in  order  that  he  may  prepare 
himself  to  meet  that  evidence." 

And  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  these 
observations  are  made  generally,  and  as 
well  with  regard  to  treasons  under  36  Qeo.  3. 
c.  7.  as  under  the  Act  of  Edward.    Again, 

(a)  iSSt.  Tr.  139. 
(6)  76.  267. 
(c)  15  St.  Tr.  908. 
{d)  leStTr.  t»8. 
(e)  18  St.  Tr.  365. 
(/)  32St.  Tr.  5. 


Chief  Justice  AhboU,  in  charging  the  ^rand 
jury  in  the  year  1820,  before  whom  the 
bills  of  indictment  were  sent  in  Thistle- 
wood's  case  (a)  goes  into  a  yery  full  dis- 
quisition on  the  law  of  treason,  under  both 
the  statute  of  Edward  and  of  36  Oeo.  8., 
and  proceeds  thus  : — 

"  You  will  have  observed  that,  in  the  several 

descriptions  of  offence  which  I  have  enumerated 

(except  the  levying  war  mentioned  in  the  ancient 

statute),  the  crime  is  made  to  consist  in  the 

I  compassing,  imagination,  or  intention  (which 

I  are  all  words  of  the  same  import),  to  perpetrate 

!.  the  acts,  and  not  in  the  actual  perpetration  of 

I  them." 

And  the  indictment  in  that  case  (the 
form  of  which  is  given  in  pp.  701,  702,  of 
the  Fame  book),  is  in  conformity  with  the 
rule  of  pleading  so  laid  down  by  both 
these  learned  judges. 

Since  the  passing  of  11  &  12  Vict,  the  cases 
that  have  occurred  are,  petbaps,  too  few 
to  be  regarded  as  establishing  any  law  or 
course  of  pleading  under  that  statute,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  in  Iteg. Y.Martin, to  which  we 
have  been  referred  on  the  part  of  the  Crown, 
may  be  considered  as  having  done  so.  But 
let  us  look  to  the  two  corresponding  sec- 
tions in  the  Acts  of  36  Oeo.  3.  and  11  «&  12 
Vict,,  and   collate    them    together ;    and 
they    will    be    found   in    principle    the 
same,  and,  indeed,  alike  in  all  respects, 
save  that,  in  the  statute  of  36  Oeo.  3.,  the 
crime  which  is  the  subject  of  the  present 
indictment  is  declared  to  be  treason,  and 
in  the  Act  of  Victoria  it  is  declared  to 
be  felony ;  and  save  that  the  words  "  open 
and    advised  speaking''   are    introduced 
into  the   later    statute,   and  are  not  in 
the  former.    And  it  certainly   does   not 
appear   to   me   ^though   a   good   deal  of 
argument  has  been  expended  on  the  sub- 
ject), that  the  introduction  of  open  and 
advised  speaking,  as  one  of  the  modes  of 
expressing  a  guilty  intention  to  depose  the 
Queen,  &o.,  can  or  ought  to  make  any 
difference  in  the  construction  which  the 
other  words  in  the  same  section  ought 
to  receive,    because    open    and    advised 
I  speaking  might  at  all  times,  under  cir- 
1  cumstances,  have  been   relied   on  as  an 
overt  act  of  treason.  Let  me  not,  however, 
be  misunderstood  in  this.     I  do  not  say 
that  open  and  advised  speaking,  or  any 
I  speaking,  could  formerly,  or  can  now,  be 
,  relied  ou    for  that   purpose,   unless   the 
I  words  used  have  relation  to  some  deter- 
I  mined  purpose  of  a  treasonable,  or,  we 
I  may  now  say  with  reference  to  this  Act  of 
I  Parliament,  of  a  felonious  character,  in 
[  hand  or  about  to  be  undertaken,  or  are 
•  words  of  advice  or  persuasion  to  commit 


(a)  88  St.  I'r.  684. 
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saoh  offence;  and  I  shoald  hope  these  words 
in  the  recent  statnte  will  not  at  any  time 
receive  a  more  extended  constrnction  than 
has  already,  upon  the  fullest  confederation, 
been  given  iu  law  to  the  terms  "  open  and 
advised  speaking,"  (sie)  by  the  different 
learned  judges  in  England,  who  have  had 
to  consider  and  expound  their  import  and 
meaning.  It  therefore  does  strike  me,  that 
the  introduction  of  those  into  the  drd  sec- 
tion of  the  Act,  was  nothing  more  than  was 
implied  in  the  former  statute,  and  in  sup- 
port of  that  view  of  the  case,  I  would 
refer,  first,  to  Sir  Michael  Fo8ter*8  Dis- 
course, where  he  says  (a) — 

"  As  to  mere  words  supposed  to  be  treason- 
able, they  differ  widely  from  writings  in  point  of 
real  malignity  and  proper  evidence.  They  are 
often  the  effect  of  mere  heat  of  blood,  which  in 
some  natures  otherwise  well  disposed,  carrieth 
the  man  beyond  the  bounds  of  decency  and 
prudence.  Th^  are  always  liable  to  great  mis- 
construction, from  the  ignorance  or  inattention 
of  the  hearers,  and  loo  ofttn  from  a  motive  truly 
criminal." 

And— 

**  Therefore,  I  choose  to  adhere  to  a  rule  which 
hath  beea  laid  down,  on  more  occasions  than 
one,  since  the  Revolution,  that  loane  words  not 
relative  to  any  act  or  design,  are  not  overt  acts 
of  treason  ;  but  words  of  advice  or  persuasion, 
and  all  consultations  for  the  traitorous  purposes 
treated  of  in  this  chapter  are  certainly  so — they 
are  uttered  in  contemplation  of  some  traitorous 
purpose  actually  on  foot  or  intended,  and  in 
prosecution  of  it." 

And  next  to  the  language  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice jETo^^,  on  the  tricJ  of  Ohamock  and 
others, (6)  and  quoted  in  T)e$pard^B  case,  I 
would  also  refer  to  Lord  EUenborough's 
judgment  in  Despard'i  ca8e,(c)  where,  in 
speaking  on  this  subject,  he  expresseif 
himself  thus: — 

"It  has  been  urged  that  the  crime  consists 
only  in  words,  and  that  words  are  not  of  them- 
selves  overt  acts  of  high  treason.  If  it  be  said 
that  loose  words  referable  to  no  particular  de- 
sign, words  merely  calumnious,  or  seditious 
words  expressive  uf  an  irritable  and  angry  mind, 
and  of  sentiments  highly  indecent  and  criminal 
in  a  subject  towards  his  sovereign,  but  words 
neither  indicating  or  conducing  to  the  execution 
of  any  definite  purpose  of  a  treasonable  kind  on 
his  own  pitft,  nor  persuading  or  exciting  others 
to  concur  in  the  execution  thereof  in  theirs,  1 
readily  admit  that  loose  words  of  this  description 
are  not  to  be  considered  as  constituting  overt 
acts  of  high  treason,  and  that  it  would  be  too 
much  to  infer  from  the  random  and  careless, 
though  highly  blameable,  use  of  expressions  of 
this  kind,  so  michievous  and  abominable  a  pur- 
pose as  the  destruction  of  the  King.  But  if 
words  of  this  kind  are  used  at  meetings  held  for 
the  purpose  of  forwarding  designs  of  a  treason- 

(a)  Fost.  Cr.  L.  200. 
(6)  12  St,  Tr.  1378. 
(c)  28  St.  TJr.  4S7. 


j  able  nature,  and  if  they  are  addressed  to  persons 

with  an  intent  to  excite,  and  to  confirm  them  in 

the  prosecution  of  measures  which  have  for  their 

declared  object  the  assasinating  or  deposing  of 

the  King  by  force  and  arms ;  and  where  words 

are   the  immedinte  vehicle  by  which   treasons 

I  such  as  these  are  communicated,  and  by  which 

they  are  sought  to  be  carried  into  full  completion 

and  effect,  it  never  was,  since  the  promulgation 

i  of  law  in  this  laiid,  by  any  one  lawyar,  ever 

,  doubted  that  words  of  this  nature,  uttered  for 

'  such  a  purpose,  at  such  meetings  and  consulta- 

I  tions,  and  being  themselves  the  very  instruments 

I  and  means  of  exciting  other  persons  to  take  part 

j  in  measures  which  had  for  their  end  and  object 

the  personal  destruction  of  the  King,  were  in 

j  their  very  natiu^  and  essence  the  clearest  and 

'  most  absolute  overt  acts  of  high  treason  that  can 

be  stated.    This  point  never  yet  admitted  of  a 

J  doubt;   it  never  was  questioned— it  never  can 

be  so." 

i  It  has  been  argued  that  a  distinction 
is  plainly  taken  by  s.  3  of  1 1  <fe  12  Yict.  c.  12. 
between  publications  and  open  and  advised 
speakinfiT  and  overt  acts  and  deeds,  so  as 
to  preclude  either  published  matter  or 
open  and  advised  speaking  from  being 
treated  as  an  overt  act.  The  view  I  am 
disposed  to  take  of  the  Act  is  not,  as  I 
unaerstand,  exactly  in  conformity  with 
that  of  some  of  the  learned  judges  who 
have  decided  upon  it  before.  I  oonfoRS 
I  see  no  intention  in  the  Legislature  to 
change  the  law  in  this  respect  from  what 
it  was  under  86  Oeo,  3.,  except  that  open 
and  advised  speaking  is,  by  express  enact- 
ment, made  o  mode  by  which  the  guilty 
intention  may  be  declared.  I  see  no 
reason  to  justify  me  in  holding  that  the 
form  of  pleading  should  be  different  from 
that  established  by  a  long  series  of  prece- 
dents and  decisions  under  36  Oeo.  3.  If 
there  were  no  such  established  course  of 
pleading,  I  admit  that  there  would  be 
much  weight  and  reason  in  the  argument 
of  the  prisoner's  counsel,  that  pumishing 
ought,  in  the  wording  of  the  statute,  to 
be  considered  as  a  pare  of  the  crime,  and 
not  in  the  nature  of  an  overt  act,  and  that 
consequently  the  published  matter  should 
be  set  out  m  the  iudictuient.  But  my 
answer  to  that  is  that  such  was  not  the 
construction  which  the  like  words  had 
received  .in  36  Oeo,  3.  from  which  the 
words  in  the  present  statute  were  bor- 
rowed. 

Now  I  take  it,  we  must  assume  that  the 
Legislature  was  aware  of  the  state  of  the 
law,  and  of  the  established  course  of 
pleflkding  under  36  Oeo.  3.  c.  7.,  at  the  time 
of  the  framing  and  passing  of  11  &  12 
Vict.  c.  12.,  and  was  aware  that  the  words 
used  'in  the  36  Geo,  3.  did  not  make 
the  expressing  of  the  guilty  compassing,  in 
law,  part  of  the  crime  in  the  sense  con- 
tended for ;  and ,  if  it  was  intended  to  make 
such  an  important  chuige  in  the  law  as 
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that  iDsisted  on,  I  apprehend  the  Legisla- 
ture would  not  have  followed  so  exactly 
the  words  of  the  previous  statute,  upon 
which  an  opposite  construction  to  that  now 
contended  for  had  been  put.  The  word 
**  other "  does  not  precede  the  words 
**  overt  act  **  in  36  Oeo.  3.  any  more  than  in 
the  11  &  12Viet. ;  and  yet  the  publishing  of 
any  printing  or  writing  was  in  all  respects 
placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  any  other 
overt  act  under  that  statute.  Under  those 
circumstances  I  feel  myself  bound  by 
what  has  been  laid  down  by  former  judges, 
and  by  the  decisions  in  the  cases  of 
treason  to  which  I  have  already  referred ; 
and  I  therefore  am  of  opinion  that, 
although  the  printing  or  writing  relied  on, 
as  well  as  every  other  overt  act,  should  all 
be  stated  in  the  indictment  in  this  case 
with  convenient  certainty,  as  they  should 
in  treason,  yet  that  publications  such  as 
those  referred  to  in  this  indictment  need 
not  be  set  out  verbatim,  or  with  that  strict- 
ness that  would  be  necessary  in  the  case  of 
libel. 

But  it  has  been  said,  and  truly,  that 
a  party  tried  for  felony  under  11  &  12 
Vici,  is,  by  the  express  terms  of  the  7th 
section,  protected  from  a  prosecution  for 
treason  upon  the  same  facts  upon  which  he 
had  been  tried  for  felony.  And  it  has  been 
argued,  that  unless  the  writing^s  and 
matter  relied  on  are  set  out  in  the  indict- 
ment, as  strictly  as  would  be  necessary  in 
the  case  of  libel,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
a  defendant  to  avail  himself  of  a  plea  of 
autrefois  acquit.  With  respect  to  that 
argument,  I  would  say,  in  the  first  place, 
that  if  the  indictment  be  as  certain  and 
precise  in  regard  to  the  matters  now 
charged  as  felony  as  when  before  charged 
as  treason,  the  partv  is  as  well  pro- 
tected now  from  a  double  prosecution 
for  felony  and  treason,  as  he  was  before 
from  two  prosecutions  for  the  same  alleged 
treason ;  and  as  we  never  hoard  of  a  man's 
having  been  (even  in  the  worst  of  times),  in- 
dicted twice  for  the  same  alleged  treason, 
1  must  confess  I  do  not  see  the  reason  nor 
necessity  for  the  Legislature  putting  him 
in  a  different  situation  in  tnat  respect, 
than  he  would  have  been  in  before  the 
recent  statute.  But,  inasmuch  as  all  the 
overt  acts  must  be  stated  in  the  indict- 
ment with  sufficient  certainty  to  inform 
the  party  charged  of  that  which  is  to 
be  relied  on  against  him,  in  an  indict- 
ment for  treason  as  in  an  indictment 
for  felony,  I  see  no  real  difficulty  in 
a  party  availing  himself,  by  plea  with 
proper  averments,  of  the  provision  to 
which  we  have  been  referrea  in  the  7tb 
section,  if  at  any  time,  so  outrageous  an 
attempt  should  be  made  as  to  prosecute  a 
party,  first,  for  felony,  and  afterwards  for 
treason,  upon  the  same  facts. 


The  next  objection  which  I  think  it  mate- 
rial to  notice  is  that  of  alleged  duplicity 
in  the  indictment,  bj  reason  that  several 
different  publications  have  been  relied  on 
in  the  same  coant,  in  order  to  make  out 
the  compassing  and  guilty  int-ention  of 
the  prisoner.  But  what  I  have  already 
said,  as  to  the  nature  and  essence  of  the 
crime,  goes  far,  if  I  am  right  in  that,  to 
dispose  of  this  objection  also  ;  a  man  may 
declare  the  same  guilty  intention  by 
several  distinct  publications ;  nay,  he  may 
declare  or  express  his  intention,  partly  by 
writing,  or  by  printing  and  publishing, 
and  partly  by  open  and  advised  speakine, 
and  partly  by  some  other  overt  act  or  deed ; 
and  all  those  several  matters  may  be  neces- 
sary to  make  out  the  case  against  him,  or 
at  least  all  may  be  relied  on  for  that 
purpose.  It  requires  no  great  ingenuity 
of  mind  to  imagine  a  case  in  which  those 
several  matters  may  be  bo  linked  and  con- 
nected together,  and  may  all  converge  so 
completely  to  one  point,  that  the  state- 
ment of  each  may  be  in  a  manner  neces- 
eary  to  show  the  bearing  of,  and  to  explain, 
the  whole.  And,  I  think  it  very  plain, 
that  the  Legislature  contemplated  that 
it  might  be  necessary,  as  no  doubt  it 
might,  to  resort  to  means  as  compound 
as  I  have  suggested,  to  make  out  the 
offence.  On  turning  to  the  4th  section,  a 
provision  of  a  peculiar  description  is  made 
with  respect  to  cases  where  the  guilty 
intention  is  expressed  by  the  **  open  and 
advised  speaking  only."  The  word 
**  only,"  as  used  in  that  section,  shows 
that  it  was  considered  that  the  felony  may 
be  established  partly  by  open  and  advised 
speaking,  and  partly  by  other  means.  But 
it  may  be  said  that,  in  the  case  1  have  put, 
I  have  supposed  a  necessary  connexion 
between  all  the  matters  suggested  all  con- 
verging to  the  one  point,  and  each  link  in 
the  chain  depending  on  the  other,  and  that 
here  that  does  not  appear  to  be  the  case, 
and  perhaps  it  does  not.  But  the  argu- 
ment that  each  separate  expressing  of  the 
same  guilty  intention,  by  a  different  and 
distinct  publication,  makes  a  new  crime, 
is  put  out  of  the  way  at  once,  if  I  am 
rignt  in  likening  this  offence,  in  its  essen- 
tial nature,  to  that  of  treason  under  the 
36  Oeo,  3.,  though  mitigated  in  character. 
Indeed,  the  proposition  that  a  new  crime 
could  be  eked  out  by  each  fresh  expressing 
of  the  same  compassing,  is  so  extravagant, 
and  so  difficult  to  be  reconciled  with 
any  principle  of  law  or  justice  that  I  am 
aware  of,  that  I  think  the  announcement  of 
such  a  doctrine  carries  its  own  refutation 
with  it,  and,  indeed,  goes  far  to  prove  that 
felony,  under  this  Act,  can  and  ought  no 
more  to  be  considered,  in  point  of  law,  as 
compounded  of  the  guilty  compassing  and 
the  means  adopted  for  expressing  the  same. 
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than  treason  conld  be  compounded  of  the 
same  two  things  under  the  36  Qeo.  3.  To 
construe  the  Act  in  the  way  contended  for 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  and  to  hold 
that  each  and  every  publication  of  written 
or  printed  matter,  expressive  of  the  same 
compassing,  would  be  a  new  crime,  would 
multiply  ©ffences  greatly  under  this  Act, 
andi  would,  in  my  mind,  be  a  most  orael 
and  mischievous  construction,  and  a  con- 
struction that  could  not  fail  to  operate 
most  oppressively  and  unjustly  upon  the 
subject,  as  must  be  obvious  to  every  one. 
But  the  5th  section  removes  all  doubt 
upon  this  part  of  the  case.  It  is  manifest 
that  the  meaning  of  the  5th  section  is, 
that  any  number  of — 

•'  matters,  acts,  and  deeds,  by  which  such  com- 
passiDgs,"  ficc,"  or  any  of  them,  shall  have  been 
expressed,  uttered,  or  declared," 
may  be  charged  in  the  same  count  in  the 
indictment.  The  section  would  be  U8ele88 
if  it  was  introduced  to  allow  different 
matters  of  the  description  mentioned  to 
be  introduced  into  different  counts  in  an 
indictment.  The  case  to  which  we  have 
been  referred  on  the  Embezzlement  Act, 
has  no  bearing  on  the  subject.  In  that 
case  no  one  act  of  embezzlement  conld  be 
aided,  or  in  any  way  worked  out,  by  prov- 
ing any  other  act  of  embezzlement.  Each 
act  charged  was  perfectly  independent  of 
the  other,  and  the  corpus  of  the  crime 
in  each  case  was  the  particular  act  of 
embezzlement  charged,  and  not  a  general 
intention  or  design  to  embezzle.  I  there- 
fore think  it  right  that  the  different  acts 
of  embezzlement,  neither  having  any  legal 
connexion  with  the  crime  involved  in  the 
other,  should  be  stated  in  different  counts. 
If,  indeed,  it  had  been  enacted  that  a  party 
guilty  of  three  several  acts  of  embezzle- 
ment within  a  certain  limit  of  time,  should 
bo  subject  to  a  greater  punishment  than  if 
only  guilty  of  one,  it  might  be  necessary  i 
in  that  case  to  charge  the  three  several 
acts  in  the  one  count,  as  in  the  case  with  I 
regard  to  some  other  offences.  But  this  i 
is  not  the  end  or  object  of  the  Act.  The 
punishment  is  the  same  whether  the  party 
te  guilty  of  one  or  three  of  those  acts  of 
embezzlement ;  but,  for  the  sake  of  con- 
venience, the  prosecution  is  allowed  to 
charge  three  different  acts  of  embezzle- 
ment, if  committed  within  a  certain  time, 
in  the  one  indictment,  and  the  usual,  and  I 
think  proper  course,  is  to  do  it  in  different 
counts,  (a) 

As  to  the  objection  to  certain  of  the 
counts  in  the  indictment,  on  account  of 
the  introduction  of  the  words  **  amongst 
other  things,**  in  setting  out  the  articles 
and  published  matter,  if  I  am  right  in 
the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  Act 

(a)  Reg  v.  Purchate,  Car.  &  M.  617. 


generally,  and  (hat  no  more  certainty  is 
necessary  in  thb  case  than  would  be 
necessary  in  an  indictment  for  treason, 
the  introduction  of  the  words  "  amongst 
other  things,*'  cannot  be  relied  upon  as 
making  the  count  bad.  But  in  any  case, 
I  should  think  the  introduction  of  the 
words  would  not  vitiate  the  count,  if 
sufficient  appeared  on  the  record  to  sup- 
port, prima  facie,  the  charge  contained  m 
the  count;  and  I  find  those  words 
'*  amongst  other  things,'*  or  words  of 
similar  import,  adopted  in  setting  out 
matter  in  ccwes  where  the  matter  pro- 
fessed to  be  set  out,  must  be  stated  exactly 
and  preciselv.  In  libel  cases — for  in- 
stance, Patne  0  case,(a)  jEroZ<'«case,(6)  both 
for  seditious  libels ;  also  William9*$  case, 
for  publishing  a  blasphemous  libel,  vis., 
Paine*B  "  Age  of  Ileason,*'(o)  and  in  the 
several  other  cases  to  which  my  brother 
Perrin  has  refen^d,  and  which  I  think  it 
unnecessary  again  to  mention. 

Then,  as  to  the  objection  on  account  of 
the  omissions  of  a  proper  colloquium,  and 
of  averments  and  innuendoes.  I  admit  all 
these  are  necessary  whete  the  sense  of  the 
matter  is  doubtful ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  in 
this  case  the  sense  and  meaning  of  the 
matter  introduced  into  this  indictment 
may  be  fairly  enough  collected  from  the 
passages  themselves,  without  the  aid  of 
colloquium,  averment,  or  innuendo,  be- 
yond what  have  been  introduced  into  the 
indictment.  With  regard  to  the  omission 
of  the  words  **  of  and  concerning,*'  I 
would  refer  to  the  decision  of  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  in  Martin  v.  Ee^,{d) 

With  respect  to  the  objection,  that 
several  of  the  articles  relied  on  in  the 
indictment,  being  part  of  the  published 
matter  charged  and  assigned  as  overt 
acts,  are  inconsistent  with  the  time  at 
which  the  alleged  felony  has  been  laid, 
my  opinion  is,  that  there  is  an  incon- 
sistency in  that  respect,  in  certain  of  the 
counts  in  the  indictment.  But  in  each 
count  there  i8  one  overt  act  well  laid; 
and  with  regard  to  the  publication  so  well 
and  sufficiently  laid,  this  objection  does 
not  hold;  and  that  being  the  case,  my 
opinion  further  is,  that  the  other  subse- 
quent assignment  of  inconsistent  or  re- 
pugnant matter  laid  in  the  indictment 
may  be  rejected,  and  ought  to  be  rejected. 
I  do  not  think  such  repugnant  matter 
can  vitiate  the  whole  count,  the  statement 
of  the  offence  being  well  laid,  and  there 
being  one  overt  act  or  expression  of  guilty 
intention  well  and  sufficiently  laid  in  each 
count.     Some  of  the  cases  to  which  I  hare 


(a)  22  St.  Tr.  360. 
(6)   lb.  1200. 
(c)  26  St.  Tr.  656. 
{d)  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  1093. 
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already  referred,  and  especially  the  charge 
of  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  and  of  Chief  Justice 
Abhoit,  support  this  view  of  the  case. 
And,  in  addition,  I  would  refer  to  2  Hawh. 
P.  C.  c.  25,  s.  b2.  and  to  O'Connell  y. 
Beg,, (a)  where  Lord  Deninan*9  interpreta- 
tion and  reading  of  Lord  Holfa  judgment 
in  the  case  of  Beg,  v.  Bhodes  will  be 
found.  It  is,  however,  another  question, 
whether  we  should  not  ffuard  the  prisoner 
against  being  prejudiced  by  pleading  over 
(in  case  he  shall  now  be  allowed  to  plead, 
upon  which  question  something  still  re- 
mains to  be  considered),  by  reason  of 
those  ill-assigned  overt  acts.  Mr.  Justice 
Bayley*8  charge  to  the  grand  jury  in 
Watson's  case,  shows  very  clearly  that  the 
overt  acts  which  are  not  supported  in  an 
indictment  for  treason,  may  be  rejected 
hy  the  grand  jury  in  finding  their  biii, 
and  that  they  ought  to  do  so,  and  find 
their  bill  on  the  overt  acts  that  have  been 
sustained  before  them  in  proof.  Now,  I 
should  say  that  when  the  Court  finds 
some  of  the  overt  acts  insufficiently  laid 
in  the  indictment,  such  ill-laid  overt  acts 
ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  indict- 
ment, or,  in  technical  languM^,  quashed ; 
and  the  indictment  treated  and  con- 
sidered, in  all  respects,  as  if  no  such 
ill-laid  overt  acts  had  been  introduced 
into  it. 

January  14th. 
Motion  for  Final  Judgment. 

SoUcUor- General  for  the  Crown :  The 
decision  upon  the  general  demurrer 
being  against  the  prisoner,  the  Crown 
is  entitled  to  final  judgment  and  sen- 
tence. Taking  a  general  demurrer  to 
the  indictment,  the  prisoner  admits  the 
charges  it  contains,  ap,  according  to  all 
the  rules  of  civil  and  criminal  pleading, 
the  facts  must  be  admitted  in  order  to 
raise  the  question  on  which  the  prisoner 
seeks  to  ohtain  the  judgment  of  the 
Court,  2  Hale,  P.C,  c.  ;i3,  267.  Even  in 
capitaJ  cases,  the  prisoner,  after  a  de- 
murrer to  the  indictment  has  been  ruled 
against  him,  is  not  entitled  to  plead  over ; 
and  even  if  in  favorem  viUe  he  is  entitled 
to  plead  over,  this  is  not  that  case, — 

**  The  tme  difference,"  says  Hale,  '^seems  to  be 
this  :  If  a  person  be  indicted  or  appealed  of 
felony,  and  be  will  demur  to  the  appeal  or  in- 
dictment, and  it  be  judged  against  him,  he  shall 
have  judgment  to  be  miDged,  for  it  is  a  confes- 
sion of  the  indictment,  and  a  wilful  confession." 

Also,  where  a  party  is  permitted  to 

Slead  over,  it  is  in  case  of  a  plea,  not  of  a 
emnrrer.    T.  B.  14  Edw.  4.  fo.  7,  p.  10 ; 
2  Inst.  178— 
*'  If  a  party  demur  in  law,  and  that  be  ad- 

(a^  5  St.  Tr.  N.S.  1;  U  CI.  &  F.  879  ; 
1  Cox  C.  C.  680. 


judged  against  him,  he  shall  have  judgment  to 
be  hanged." 

There  is  also  another  passage  in  JlaZe(a)^- 
**  If  a  prisoner  pleads  in  bar,  where  he  con- 
cludes not  to  the  felony,  and  the  Attoruey- 
Greneral  demur  and  have  judgment  for  the 
Crown,  the  prisoner  may  then  be  put  ou  trial, 
because  the  Attomey-Generars  demurrer  is  no 
confession  of  the  offence.'' 

Hawkins,  2  P.C.  o.  31,  s.  7,  says, — 

"That  in  criminal  cases,  not  capital,  if  the 
defendant  demur  to  an  indictment,  &c.,  whether 
in  abatement  or  otherwise,  the  Court  will  not 
give  judgment  against  him  to  answer  over,  but 
final  judgment." 

The  object  of  the  law  clearly  is,  that 
the  life  of  a  party  shall  not  be  endangered 
by  mispleading,  but  when  the  reason 
ceases,  of  course  there  is  no  ground  for 
the  law ;  and  when  it  was  sought,  in  Beg.  v. 
Taylor  (b),  to  extend  this  principle  to  cases 
of  misdemeanor,  the  Court,  entertaining 
some  doubt  whether  they  ought  to  pro- 
nounce final  judgment  for  the  Crown  or 
judgment  of  respondeat  ouster,  directed 
the  point  to  be  argued,  and  Lord  Tenterden 
held  that  the  judgment  against  the  pri- 
soner ought  to  be  final,  ft  is  clear  that 
Lord  Tenterden  was  speaking  of  felonies 
at  common  law  on  conviction  for  which 
death  would  follow.  There  have  been 
two  or  three  cases,  in  1841  and  1842,  con- 
taining  dieta  of  three  different  judges 
on  circuit.  In  Beg,  v.  Phslps,{e)  an  in- 
dictment for  murder,  Coltnum,  J.,  said 
that  in  his  opinion  the  prisoner  might 
demur  and  plead  over  to  the  felony  at 
the  same  time ;  at  all  events  he  might 
demur,  and  if  the  demurrer  were  ruled 
against  him,  then  plead  over  to  the  felony. 
In  Beg.  v.  Adams(d)  an  indictment  for  riot- 
ously assembling  and  demolishing  a  house, 
which  was  previously  a  capital  felony, 
CoUman,  J.,  intimated  his  opinion  that  the 
prisoner  might  demur  to  the  indictment 
and  afterwards  plead  over  to  the  felony. 
In  Beg.  v.  Furcha8e,(e)  vhere  the  prisoner 
was  indicted  for  transportable  felony, 
Paiteson,  J.,  replied — 

**  I  think  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
prisoner  may  plead  over." 

Subsequent  cases,  however,  have  over- 
ruled these  dicta  in  Carrington  and  Marsh- 
mam's  reports,  which  were  improvident 
and  ought  not  to  be  acted  upon.  In  Beg. 
v.  Odgen  (f)  in  1843,  an  indictment  for 
cutting  and  wounding,  the  prisoner  pleaded 
not  guiltnr,  and  afterwards  his  counsel 
proceeded    to    take    an  objection   which 

ia)  2  Hale,  P.C.  257. 

(6)  8  B.  &  C.  509. 

(c)  Car.  &  M.  180. 

(<y)   f6.  299. 

(a)  lb.  6i7. 

(/)  2  Moo.  ^  R.  479. 
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oonld  only  be  taken  by  demurrer.  Gresa- 
welly  J.,  said, — 

"It  is  admitted  that  the  only  mode  of  the 
prisoner  taking  advantage  of  the  objection 
would  be  by  demurrer  ;  and  it  is  said  that  in 
felonies  he  might  demur  and  plead  over  at  the 
name  time.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
pris^iner  has  no  such  right,  and  Mr.  Justice  Patte- 
son  ana  myself,  after  consultation,  on  the  Oxford 
circuit,  agreed  that  it  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 
If  a  prisoner  demurs,  he  must  abide  the  con- 
sequences." 

In  Beg.  t.  Bowen,{a)  decided  in  1844, 
fche  prisoner's  counsel  having  proposed  to 
demur  to  the  indictment,  which  was  for 
the  destruction  of  a  registry  of  baptism, 
Tindal  C.  J.,  said,— 

'*  This  is  not  a  capital  case ;  you  may  there- 
fore be  bound  by  your  demurrer,  and  may  not 
be  allowed  to  plead  over.  It  is  a  very  doubtful 
point— I  give  no  judgment — I  only  forewarn  the 
counsel  that  they  may  be  condnded  by  the 
demurrer." 

In  consequence  of  this  opinion  by  the 
Chief  Justice,  who  was  remarkable  for  bis 
caution  in  not  suggesting  any  opinion  in 
which  the  law  did  not  warrant  him,  the 
prisoner's  counsel  did  not  persevere  in  put- 
ting in  the  demurrer.  If  we  go  bacK  to 
the  fountain  head,  where  the  subject  is  to 
be  found  in  its  primitive  purity,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  proposition  contended 
for  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  is  well  founded, 
namely,  that  even  in  a  capital  case  a 
prisoner  is  bound  by  a  demurrer. 

Napier,  Q.C.,  and  BuU,  Q.O.,  for  the 
prisoner :  If  a  prisoner's  counsel  considers 
the  frame  of  the  indictment  likely  to 
embarrass  the  prisoner,  he  is  warranted  in 
submitting  the  question  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Court;  but  can  it  be  con- 
tended that  the  prisoner  is  to  be  liable 
to  transportation  for  an  error  of  his 
counsel  P  The  difficulty  cannot  be  got 
rid  of  by  endeavouring  to  establish  a  dis- 
tinction between  capital  and  other  oases. 
In  2  Hale  P.  C.  225,  it  is  laid  down  that, 
if  it  be  but  an  extra-judicial  confession, 
though  it  be  in  Court,  as  where  the  pri- 
soner freely  tells  the  fact  and  demands 
the  opinion  of  the  Court  whether  it  be 
felony,  though  upon  the  fact  thus  shown  it 
appear  to  be  felony,  the  Court  will  not 
record  his  confession,  but  will  admit  him 
to  plead  to  the  felony  "  not  guilty."  The 
confession  of  the  fact  is  not  as  an  admission 
of  guilt,  but  for  a  judicial  purpose,  to  try 
whether  the  indictment  charges  the  felony 
well  or  not.  In  4  Bla.  Com.  <534,  it  is 
said^ — 

«8om6  have  held  that  if,  on  demurrer,  the 
point  of  law  be  adjudged  against  the  prisoner, 
he  shall  have  judgment  and  execution,  &c.  But 
this  is  denied  by  others  who  hold  that  in  such 

(a)  1  C.  &  K.  601. 


case  he  shiU  be  directed  and  received  to  plead 
the  general  issue  not  guilty  after  a  demurrer 
determined  against  him." 

The  authorities  upon  this  question  are  to 
be  found  in  2  Gatb.  Cr.  L.  825-6.  As 
to  rules  which  have  been  made  in  fa/vorem 
vitoB,  Oray*8  case(a)  establishes  the  pro- 
position that,  where  there  is  a  privilege  in 
ja/vorem  vitoe  given  to  felony,  it  is  not 
taken  ^away  by  the  punishment  being  re- 
duced from  capital  punishment  to  trans- 
portation :  since  that  case  the  distinction 
between  capital  and  other  felonies,  as 
regards  the  privileges  of  the  accused,  is 
abolished.  There  is  certainly  some  ob- 
scuritv  concerning  the  ancient  doctrine 
as  laid  down  in  the  old  books — 
"  If  a  man  indicted  of  felony  demur  to  the 
indictment,  and  will  not  otherwise  answer,  this 
is  no  standing  mute,  but  if  the  demurrer  be 
ruled  against  him,  he  shall  have  judgment  of 
death"  (2  Hale  P.  C  S15) ; 

but  that  is  only  because  he  refuses  to 
answer,  and  will  not  put  himself  on  the 
country.  The  obscurity  may  be  cleared 
up  by  considering  that  after  a  party  de- 
murred he  could  not  be  considered  as 
mute,  and  the  punishment  ot peine  forte  et 
dure  could  not  be  applied ;  if,  then,  the 
party  would  not  put  himself  on  the  coun- 
try, the  judgment  was  final,  not  because 
he  demurred,  but  because  he  rested  on  his 
demurrer,  and  would  not  go  to  trial  at  all. 
In  Y.  B.  14  Edio.  4.,  p.  7,  plao.  10,  the  words 
are  $Hl  demur  ewr  un  plea,  that  is,  if  he 
rest  on  the  plea,  and  does  not  put  himself 
on  the  country.  In  Oavoen  v.  Hu$$ee, 
I  Dyer,  39,  b.  plac.  65,  it  is  said — 
**  As  for  saying  the  felony  is  confessed,  it  is  not 
so  ;  and  he  shah  be  received,  after  the  demur- 
rer adjudged,  to  plead  not  guilty  because  he  de- 
murs for  the  insuffieiency  of  the  declaration." 

Hu^e  V.  Ogle(h);  WHson  v.  Law(c).  As 
to  the  cases  cited  from  Cwrrington  and 
Marshman,  the  dictum  of  Pattseon,  J.  is 
clearly  in  favour  of  the  right;  and  Beg. 
V.  Bowen  was  tried  before  the  decision  of 
the  House  of  Lords  in  Oraye  case  bad 
been  pronounced.  In  Beg,  v.  H(mti(m,{d) 
Burton,  J.  said — 

*'  this  being  an  indictment  for  misdemeanor, 
and  not  for  felony,  the  prisoner  is  not,  upon  the 
demurrer  taken  by  lum  being  overruled,  en- 
titled to  plead  over" ; 

and  even  in  misdemeanor  there  was  re- 
cently a  case  in  which  the  party  demurred 
with  liberty  to  plead  over :  &eg.  v.  The 
Birmingham  and  Oloueetter  Bailway  Com- 
pany,(e) 

(a)  11  CI.  &F.427. 

(6)  Crc.  Eliz.  196. 

(c)  1  Ld.  Baym.  20. 

(<0  Jebb  &  R  103. 

Ce)  8  Q.  B.  2S4  ;  1  G.  &  Dar.  459. 
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In  BcutaU^s  Entries,  584,  after  a 
plea  of  sanctaary,  tihe  poisoner  was  told 
that  if  he  wished  he  might  plead  oyer : 
he  did  so,  and  was  acquitted.  Bacon 
states  (Abr.  tit.  "Demurrer")  that  the 
judgment  in  demurrer  is  respondeat  ouster. 
A  demurrer  to  an  indictment  is  the  same 
as  a  plea  in  abatement,  2  Hale  P.  C.  236. 
There  was  no  distinction  in  cases  of  appeal, 
Com.  Dig.  tit.  "  Appeal."  A  demurrer 
can  only  be  said  to  confess  the  facts  be- 
cause it  does  not  deny  them,  for  it  does 
not  in  express  terms  admit  them.  It  is 
only  an  implied  admission  of  what  is  well 
pleaded,  but  here  the  prisoner  says  no- 
thii^  is  well  pleaded  (2  Hale  P.  C.  c.  29, 
p.  225).  It  is  plain  from  Hale  that  there 
was  a  form  whereby  the  prisoner  could, 
before  pleading,  ask  for  the  judgment  of 
the  Ooart,  whether  the  indictment  was 
sufficient ;  where  a  man  rested  his  case 
entirely  on  the  question  raised  as  to  the 
indictment,  and  refused  to  plead,  then 
final  judgment  should  be  given  against 
him;  and  in  mentioning  the  opinion  of 
Choice,  J.,  Hawhina  merely  referred  to  it  as 
an  authority  to  that  effect.  Cresstoell,  J., 
in  Beg.  ▼.  Odger8,{a)  abided  by  the  opinion 
he  had  expressed  in  the  former  case.  The 
point  raised  in  Bea,  v.  Odgere  was,  whether 
a  man  could  plead  and  demur  together,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  he  might  demur  in 
the  first  instance,  and  afterwards  plead 
"  not  guilty." 

Attorney- General  {Monaha/n) :  As  a  mat- 
ter of  law,  judgment  on  demurrer  to  an  in- 
dictment is  final,  but  it  is  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Court  to  allow  a  demurrer  to 
be  withdrawn.  In  misdemeanor  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that  the  proper  judgment 
would  be  final  judgment,  and  not  respon- 
deat ouster:  Beg.  v.  Cftbsonih);  Beg.  v. 
Taylor.{c)  In  Beg.  v.  Taylor,  on  an  in- 
spection of  the  plea  of  autrefois  acquit, 
it  appeared  that  the  ofiences  charged 
were  not  the  same.  The  Court  ordered 
final  judgment  to  be  entered.  It  is  a 
very  strong  case,  for  the  prayer  of  judg- 
ment was  that  the  defendant  might  be 
ordered  to  plead  over;  but  the  Court 
thought  that  it  was  their  duty,  notwith- 
standing the  prayer,  to  give  that  judg- 
ment which  was  ri^ht,  and  that  the  man 
should  have  final  judgment.  The  mean- 
ing of  a  demurrer  is  that  a  party  puts 
himself  on  trial  by  the  Coart.  Oawen  v. 
Hussee  does  not  apply,  for  the  demurrer 
was  allowed,  and  the  question  did  not 
arise.  Wilson  v.  La>w  (d)  is  not  a  demurrer 
to  the  insufficiency  of  the  declaration,  but 
tD  the  sufficiency  of  the  process.    Hume 


(a)  2  Moo.  &  K.  479. 
(6)  8  East,  110. 
(c)  8  B  &  C.  503. 
(<2)  1  lA.  Baym.  20,  196 


y.  Oale  (a)  does  not  bear  out  the  argument 
of  the  prisoner*d  counsel.  Oray  v.  Beg. 
only  decided  that  in  felonies,  the  punish- 
ment of  which  had  been  capital,  the 
prisoner  retains  his  right  of  peremptory 
challenge  though  the  punishment  be  no 
longer  capital ;  but  it  does  not  decide,  as 
has  been  contended,  that  privileges  which 
have  been  granted  in  favorem  vitoe  are  to 
be  extended  to  all  felonies.  Great  mis- 
chief will  result  if  the  law  turn  out  to  be 
this,  that  a  party  may  demur  and  then 
take  his  chance  of  a  trial.  The  case  refer- 
red to  by  Hale,  in  2  P.  C.  315,  reported  in 
the  Tear  Book,  14  Edw,  4.,  was  a  case  where 
a  party  put  in  an  imperfect  plea.  If  an 
indictment  is  insufficient,  the  prisoner 
can  move  to  quash  it,  bat  that  is  aifferent 
from  the  course  taken  here.  2  Hawk.  P.  C 
c.  23.  s.  137  has  been  relied  on,  but  there 
is  a  distinction  between  appeals  and  in- 
dictment. An  appeal  was  not  at  the  suit 
of  the  Crown,  and  was  allowed  to  be  heard 
after  an  indictment,  Ashford  v.  Thorn- 
ton,(b)  2  Hawk.  P.  C.  c.  31.  s.  5 ;  Stanford, 
P.  C.  lib.  8.  p.  150;  3  Ld.  Ba^m.  70; 
where  the  plcMEbdings  in  WUson  v.  Jjaw 
are  set  out.  It  is  not  denied  that,  if 
a  proper  case  is  made  for  it,  the  Court  has 
the  discretion  to  expunge  a  demurrer  from 
the  record  altogether,  and,  giving  no  judg- 
ment upon  it,  permit  the  pari^  to  plead 
upon  his  ori^pinal  arraignment.  But  the 
present  case  is  not  a  discretionary  one  at 
all :  the  prisoner  has  chosen  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Court  I  therefore  respect- 
fully call  for  the  judgment  of  the  Court, 
the  only  judgment  that  can  properly  be 
made  the  subject-matter  of  further  con- 
sideration, or  be  received  by  a  Court  of 
Appeal.     Cur.  adv.  vtdt. 


January  18th. 
JuDGBfSNT  or  Respondeat  Ousteb. 

Pekkin,  J. :  The  Court  has  already  pro- 
nounced judgment  upon  the  demurrer  in 
this  case,  oyerruling  the  demurrer  to  tbe 
first  and  third  counts,  and  allowing  the 
demurrer  to  all  the  oyert  acts  in  the  other 
counts  except  the  first,  of  course  specify- 
ing those  acts.  Upon  this  the  Crown 
prayed  final  judgment,  and  the  prisoner 
insisted  that  he  was  entitled  to  plead  over 
to  the  indictment.  Several  cases  have 
been  cited  upon  both  sides:  we  have 
looked  into  all  of  them,  and  my  brother 
Bichards  has  mentioned  a  case  which  was 
not  mentioned  in  argument,  the  latest 
case  on  the  subject,  which  occurred  in 
1845 — and  since  the  Question  was  under 
the  consideration  of  tne  English  judges 


(a)  Cro.  Elix.  196. 
(6)  1  B«  &  Aid.  405. 
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ooncemirig  felonies  as  in  Chray^a  case — 
namely, the  case  oiBeg.  y.  8erva,{a)  In  that 
case  a  demurrer  was  pnt  in  and  overraled, 
after  which  the  prisoners  were  permitted 
to  plead  over  to  the  felony,  and  they 
pleaded  "not  guilty."  We  consider  it 
right  to  follow  that  case,  and  pursuing 
the  precedent  to  which  we  have  been  re- 
ferred by  Mr.  Butt  in  Bastall,  after  pro- 
nouncing our  judgment  upon  the  de- 
murrer, at  the  desire  of  the  prisoner,  we 
shall  allow  him  to  plead  over  to  the  felony; 
and  now.  Clerk  of  the  Grown,  ask  him 
whether  he  is  guilty  or  not  guiltv  P 

The  prisoner  having  been  called  on  to 
plead,  pleaded  *'nor  guilt-v,"  and  the 
Court  was  adjourned  to  the  6th  February. 


Febkuakt  Sessions. 

Before  Ball,  J.,  and  Lrfboy,  B. 

Wednesday,  February  7th. 

The  grand  jury  of  the  county  of  the 
city  of  Dublin  having  found  a  fourth  indict- 
ment against  the  prisoner  at  this  com- 
mission, BiUi  moved  that  **  no  proceed- 
ing be  taken  on  this  indictment  until 
either  a  trial  be  had  on  the  indictment 
preferred  and  found  at  the  preceding  com- 
mission, or  that  it  be  otherwise  disposed  of. 
He  complained  that  the  AtUtmey-Qenei-al 
should  be  allowed  to  experimentalise  on 
Mr.  Dujfj^  by  sending  up  foor  successive 
bills  against  him,  and  in  each  case  mend- 
ing his  hand  by  drawing  up  his  indictment 
in  a  different  form,  in  accordance  with  the 
hints  be  bad  derived  from  the  prisoner's 
counsel,  by  whom  he  was  taught  how  to 
amend  his  errors.  All  the  overt  acts 
which  were  ouashed  by  the  judgment  on 
demurrer  haa  been  restored  to  the  fourth 
indictment  with  the  necessary  correc- 
tions, llie  effect  of  allowing  the  Attorney- 
General  to  "try  his  prentice  hand"  on 
indiotroeut  after  indictment,  had  been  to 
deprive  the  prisoner  of  the  right  to  speedy 
trial  given  by  the  Habeas  Corptu  Act,  and 
to  involve  his  affaira  in  rain.  In  spite  of 
all  this  assistance  the  present  indictment, 
like  its  predecessors,  admitted  of  amend- 
ment in  many  important  particulars. 

The  Attornejf' General  contended  that  the 
delay  was  owing  to  the  course  which  the 
prisoner  had  b^n  advised  to  take.     The 

Erisoner  would  be  in  no  way  prejudiced 
y  the  new  indictment.  The  first  count 
in  the  third  indictment  had  been  upheld 
on  the  demurrer,  and  contained  all  the 


(a)  2  C.  &  K.  58.  The  point  was  not  argued 
in  Senra's  case.  The  decision  was  overrnled 
in  Bex  v.  Faderman,  I  Den.  C.  C.  569  and 
8  C.  &  K.  358  ;  see  per  Willes,  J.,  in  Mulcahy 
V.  Reg.,  L.  H.  8  H.  L.  3S8. 


publications  charg^ed  against  him.  Pro- 
ceeding by  a  new  indictment  would  avoid 
a  writ  of  error  on  the  plea  in  abatement 
to  the  third  indictment.  The  Grown 
offered  to  enter  a  nolle  prosequi  on  the 
third  indictment  as  soon  as  the  prisoner 
had  pleaded  to  the  fourth.  Counsel  for 
tho  defendant  contended  that  the  nolle 
prosequi  shoald  be  entered,  if  at  all,  before 
the  prisoner  pleaded  to  the  new  indict- 
ment,  so  that  it  might  be  pleaded  in  bar 
of  the  new  indictment. 

Ball,  J. :  This  is  an  application  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Court.  The  Court  is 
called  upon  by  reason  of  the  many  delavs, 
as  well  as  other  causes,  to  say  that,  be- 
cause the  case  has  been  disposed  of  by  the 
grand  jury  on  four  occasions,  the  Crown 
is  not  to  proceed  to  a  trial  on  the  merits. 
There  is  no  statement  that  the  Attorney- 
General  has  done  anything  unjustifiable. 
That  hardships  will  sometimes  occur  to 
the  prisoner  is  incident  to  all  prosecu- 
tions; but,  unless  the  Attorney' Chneral 
does  something  illegal,  unjust,  or  in  vio- 
lation of  his  duty,  the  Court  cannot  inter- 
fere. The  Attorney-General  is  of  opinion 
that  it  is  not  safe  or  pradent  to  go  to  trial 
on  the  former  indictment,  and  is  the 
Court  to  say  that  he  shall  not  exercise  this 
discretion  P  I  have  come  t<i  the  conclusion 
that  the  Court  ought  not  to  acquiesce  in 
this  part  of  the  application.  With  respect 
to  the  other,  that  the  Court  should  not 
deprive  the  prisoner  of  an  objection  de- 
pending on  the  contingency  of  a  noUe 
prosetjui  being  entered  by  the  AUomey'' 
General,  which,  it  is  said,  mav  afford  him 
the  opportunity  of  setting  aside  the  whole 
proceHBding— was  any  Court  ever  seriously 
called  upon  to  stop  the  Crown  in  an  un- 
doubtedly legal  cause  on  the  ground  of  a 
possibility  P  What  is  the  right  claimed  P 
To  laise  a  technical  objection  to  defeat  a 
trial.  There  is  nothing  to  warrant  such 
an  application. 

Lefbot,  B.,  referred  to  8wa/n  and 
Jeffereye  case, (a)  and  said:  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  prisoner  is  bound  to  plead 
to  this  indictment,  and  that  we  have  in 
this  case  no  discretion. 


Thursday,  February  8th. 

Demub&ee  to  Foubth  Inbictiieiit. 

The  prisoner  was  called  on  to  plead  to 
the  fourth  indictment,  when  his  counsel 
tendered  a  plea  of  abatement,  alleging 
that  one  of  the  grand  jurors  was  not  a 
resident  of  the  county  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  further  or  otherwise  than  herein- 
after mentioned,  and  that  he  was  seised 
and  possessed  of  no  property  further  or 


(a)  ¥ost.  Cr.  L.  106. 
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otLerwiee  than  hereinafter  mentioned,  that 
IB  to  say,  that  he  possessed  certain  premises 
outside  of  what  was  the  boundary  of  the 
city  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Municipal 
Acts,  3  &  4  Vict  cc.  108..  109. ;  and  that  he 
was  not  a  burgess  or  freeman  of  the  city. 

This  plea  having  been  overruled  after 
argument  on  demurrer  to  the  Attorney- 
QeneraVa  replication. 

Sir  C.  O'Loghlen  applied  that  the  pri- 
soner might  be  allowed  to  plead  not 
gailty  to  the  first  overt  act  in  each  count, 
and  as  to  the  letter  to  Smith  O'Brien,  and 
to  demur  to  the  remainder,  concluding 
that  it  might  be  quashed ;  he  referred  to 
a  dictum  of  Tindal,  O.J.,  in  Reg.  v. 
Parker  ;(a)  Hinds  v.  GrayXh)  Briscoe  v. 
mU,(c)2  Wms.  Saund.  286 ;  the  judgment 
of  Pdrn»,  J.,  and  Bichards,  B. ,  above,  p.  827. 

The  Court  ruled  that  he  must  either 
plead  or  demur,  but  could  not  do  both. 

Sir  0.  O'LogJUen  stated  that  they  would 
demur  to  the  whole  indictment,  which  was 
as  follows : — 

Imdiotmbnt. 

County  of  the  city  of  \  Firet  count. — That 
Dublin,  to  wit.  j  Charles  Gavan  Duffy, 
after  the  pacing  of  an  Act,  &c.,  did  on  the  third 
day  of  June,  in  the  eleventh  year,  &c.,  feloniously 
compass,  imagine,  invent,  devise,  and  intend  to 
deprive  and  depose  our  said  Lady  the  Queen 
from  the  style,  honour,  and  Koyai  name  of  the 
Imperial  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
the  said  felonious  compassing,  imagination,  in- 
vention, device,  and  intention,  he,  the  said 
Charles  Oavan  Duffy,  then  and  there  feloniously 
did  express,  utcer,  and  declare,  by  then  and 
there  feloniously  publishing  a  certain  priuting 
in  a  certain  number  of  a  certain  public  news- 
paper called  The  Nation,  which  said  printing  is 
entitled  "  The  Buniness  of  To-day,"  in  a  certain 
part  of  which  said  printing  there  were  and  are 
contained  certain  felonious  matters,  expressing, 
uttering,  and  declaring  his,  the  said  Charles 
Gavan  Duffy's,  felonious  compassing,  imagina- 
tion, invention,  device,  and  intention  aforesaid 
according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  following, 
that  is  to  say  .  .  .  And  in  a  certain  other  | 
part  of  which  said  printing,  there  were  and  are  i 
contained  certain  other  fcdonious  noatters,  ex-  , 
pressing,  &c.  And  the  said  felonious  com-  I 
passing,  &c.,  be  the  said  Charles  Gavan  Duffy 
afterwards,  and  after  the  passing  of  the  said 
Act,  &c.,  did  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  June,  > 
&c.,  further  feloniously  express,  utter,  and 
declare,  by  then  and  there  feloniously  publish- 
ing a  certain  other  printing  in  one  other  number 
of  the  said  public  newspaper  called  The  Nation, 
which  said  Ust-montioned  printing  is  entitled 
"The  Uses  of  Union,"  in  a  certain  part  of 
which,  &o.,  that  is  to  say  .  .  .  And  the 
said  felonious  compassing,  imagination,  inven- 
tion, device,  and  intention,  he  the  said  Charles 


(a)  Car.  &  M.  639. 
(6)  1  Man.  8k  G.  20L 
(c)  10  M.  &  W.  785. 


Gavan  Duffy  afterwards,  and  after  the  passing, 
&c.,  did  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  June,  &c., 
further  feloniously  express,  utter,  and  declare, 
by  then  and  there  feloniously  publishing  a 
certain  writing  of  him  the  said  Charles  Gavan 
Duflfy,  by  him  then  and  there  written  to  one 
William  Smith  0*firien,  which  said  last-men- 
tioned writing  is  as  follows,  that  is  to  say  .     .     . 

The  count  proceeded  to  charge  the 
other  publications  in  the  same  way. 

The  second  count  charged  a  compassing 
to  levy  war,  &c.,  but  was  otherwise  the 
same  as  the  first. 

Third  count.— That  the  said  Charles  Gavan 
Duffy,  after  the  passing,  &c.,  did  on  the  third 
day  of  June,  &c.,  feloniously  further  compass, 
imagine,  invent,  devise,  and  iutend  to  deprive 
and  depose  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  from  the 
style,  honour,  and  Boyal  name  of  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  aaid 
last-mentioned  felonious  compassing,  imagina- 
tion, invention,  device,  and  intention,  he,  the 
said  Charles  Gavan  Duffy,  did  on  the  said  third 
day  of  June  in  the  year  aforesaid,  at  the  parish 
aforesaid,  in  the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
aforesaid,  feloniously  express,  utter,  and  de- 
clare, by  the  divers  overt  acts  and  deeds  herein- 
after next  mentioned,  that  is  to  say  (Is/  overt 
act),  in  order  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and  bring  to 
effect  his  said  last-mentioned  most  evil  and 
wicked  felony  and  felonious  compassing,  &c. 
aforesaid,  be  the  said  Charles  Gavan  Duffy 
afterwards,  to  wit  on  the  said  third  day  of 
June,  &c.,  feloniously  did  publish  divers  other 
printings  in  divers  numbers  of  a  certain  public 
newspaper  called  The  Nation,  the  said  last- 
mentioned  printings  containing  therein  incite- 
ments, encouragements,  advices,  and  exhorta- 
tions to  the  liege  subjects  of  our  said  Lady  the 
Queen  in  .  .  .  Ireland,  against  our  said 
sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  to  rise  and  rebel, 
and  our  said  Lady  the  Queen  to  deprive  and 
depose  from  the  style,  honour,  and  Uoyal  name 
of  the  Imperial  Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
And  the  said  last-mentioned  felonious  compass- 
ing, &c.,  the  said  Charles  Gavan  Duffy  after- 
wards, and  after  the  passing,  &c.,  did  on  the 
seventeenth  day  of  June,  &c.,  further  feloni- 
ously express,  utter,  and  decUre,  by  the  overt 
acts  and  deeds  hereinafter  next  mentioned,  that 
is  to  say,  in  order  further  to  fulfil,  &c.,  his  said 
last-mentioned  most  evil  and  wicked  felony  and 
felonious  compassing,  &c.  aforesaid,  he  the  said, 
&c.,  afterwards,  &c.,  did  on  the  said  seventeenth 
day  of  June,  &c.  further  feloniously  compose 
and  write  and  publish  a  certain  other  writing  of 
him,  the  said  Charles  Gavan  Dufiy,  by  him 
then  and  there  written  to  one  William  Smith 
O'Brien,  of  and  concerning  a  certain  treasonable 
movement  and  revolution  by  certain  evil-dis- 
posed persons  to  the  jurors  aforesaid  unknown, 
then  and  there  feloniously  purposed  and  in- 
tended to  be  carried  into  effect  by  force  of  arms, 
and  by  levying  war  against  our  said  Lady  the 
Queen  within  the  United  Kingdom  in  Ireland, 
in  order  to  deprive  and  depose  our  said  Lady 
the  Queen  from  the  style,  honour,  and  Boyal 
name  of  the  Imperial  Orown  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  thereby  then  and  there  lu-ging 
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and  incitiDg  the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien  to 
fulfil  and  further  and  bring  to  effect  the  (reason- 
able movement  and  revolution  last  aforesaid, 
and  the  said  last  mentioned  letter,  &c.,  did 
feloniously  send  and  cause  to  be  delivered  to 
the  said  William  Smith  O'Brien.  And  the  said 
last  mentioned  felonious  compassing,  &c.,  he, 
&c.,  afterwards,  &c.,  did  on  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  July,  &c.,  funher  feloniously  express, 
utter,  and  declare,  by  the  overt  acts  and  deeds 
hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  in  order 
further  to  fulfil,  &c.,  he,  &c.,  did  on  the  said 
twenty-ninth  day  of  July  feloniously  print  and 
cause  and  procure  to  be  printed,  with  intent  to 
publish  the  same,  certain  other  printings,  con- 
taining therein  solicitations  and  incitements  to 
the  liege  subjects  of  our  said  Lady  the  Queen 
in  Irehind,  against  our  said  Lady  the  Queen, 
to  rise  and  rebel,  and  to  deprive  and  depose  our 
said  Lady  the  Queen  from  the  style,  honour, 
and  Boyal  name  of  the  Imperial  Crown  of  the 
United  Kingdom  against,  8cc. 

Tbe  fourth  count  charged  a  compassing 
to  levy  war,  &c.,  but  was  otherwise  the 
same  as  the  third,  except  that  it  charged 
the  prisoner  with  publishing  articles  in- 
citing the  Queen's  subjects  to  aid  and 
assist  William  Smith  O'orien  in  a  war,  in 
which  he  and  others  were  actually  en 


_he  objections  urged  in  support  of  the 
demurrer  sufficiently  appear  from  the 
judgment. 

Wednesday,  February  14th. 

Ball,  J. :  The  ohjections  raised  to  the 
form  and  substance  of  this  indictment 
are  six:  the  first  for  uncertainty,  the 
second  for  duplicity,  the  third  for  repug- 
nancy— these  apply  to  portions  of  all  four 
counts.  The  other  objections  apply  only 
to  the  third  and  fourth  counts.  The  fourth 
objection  is  that  these  counts  are  bad  for 
want  of  a  statement  of  any  overt  act,  it 
being  contended  that  publications  are  not 
overt  acts  under  11  &  12  Vict. ;  the  fifth 
is  that  the  third  overt  act  in  each  of 
these  counts  charges  a  printing  not  pub- 
lished ;  and  the  sixth  that  these  counts 
contain  no  averment  of  any  contemplated 
rebellion  or  treasonable  design. 

Alto  the  first  objection  for  uncertainty, 
which  applies  to  tbe  first  two  counts,  it  is 
said  that  there  is  no  sufiScient  averment 
that  ^e  prisoner  expressed  the  compassing 
on  June  3rd  by  the  part  of  the  printing 
set  forth  in  the  indictment.  The  fallacy 
consists  in  the  assumption  that  tbe  pri- 
soner is  averred  to  have  expressed  the 
compassinK  by  the  entire  of  the  publica- 
tion, as  well  by  the  innocent  part  as  by 
that  charged  to  be  felonious.  I  take  it 
that  t^e  averment  means  that  the  prisoner 
expressed  the  compassing  by  the  part  set 
out,  and  is  sufficient. 

The  next  objection  for  uncertainty ,which 
applies  to  all  four  counts,  is  that  there  is 


no  averment  that  the  compassing  on 
June  drd  was  present  to  the  mind  of  tbe 
prisoner  at  the  time  when  it  is  charged  to 
have  been  expressed  by  overt  acts  laid  on 
later  days.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this 
objection  is  not  well  founded.  As  I  un- 
I  derstand  the  indictment  and  tbe  purview 
t  of  the  Act,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  averments  impoit  that  the  com- 
passing of  the  3rd  of  June  was  present  to 
the  mind  of  the  prisoner  at  the  time  of 
the  subsequent  overt  acts.  It  was  argued 
that,  by  the  strict  rules  of  criminal  plead- 
ing, there  should  be  a  distinct  averment 
preceding  each  overt  act,  that  the  pri- 
soner then  entertained  the  felonious  com- 
passing. If  this  were  so,  the  indictment 
would  oe  clearly  open  to  the  objection  of 
duplicity. 

The  third  objection  for  uncertainty  is 
that  it  is  not  sufficiently  averred  that 
there  was  a  treasonable  design  on  foot  at 
the  time  the  several  overt  acts  were  com- 
mitted. It  is  answered  by  the  Crown  that 
there  is  no  precedent  for  such  an  aver- 
ment, and  that  the  existence  of  a  felonious 
desi^  sufficiently  appears.  But  there  is 
a  third  argument  which  disposes  of  this 
objection.  It  was  argued  for  the  prisoner, 
that,  to  constitute  a  printing  an  overt  act 
three  things  are  necessary,  that  it  should 
be  averred  to  have  been  published,  that  it 
should  relate  to  a  treasonable  design,  and 
that  it  should  be  a  treasonable  design 
either  then  existing  or  in  contemplation. 
In  support  of  this  argument  we  were  re- 
ferrea  to  a  passafl^  in  Foster,  but  I  can 
find  no  authority  n>r  that  position.  There 
is  a  passage  in  Fo8fer{a)  to  the  effect  that, 
to  make  words  overt  acts  of  treason,  they 
must  have  reference  to  some  treasonable 
design,  but  it  is  nowhere  laid  down  that 
this  is  appliciible  to  printings.  On  the 
contrary,  Foster  drew  a  marked  distinc- 
tion between  **  loose  words  "  and  print- 
ings or  writings,  the  latter  of  which  may 
clearlv  be  overt  acts  of  treason.  I  am, 
therefore,  of  opinion  there  is  no  necessity 
for  any  such  averment. 

Tbe  last  objection  for  uncertainty 
applies  to  the  third  and  fourth  counts,  ana 
is  that  the  charge  of  publishing  '*  divers 
other  printings  in  divers  other  numbers 
of  a  certain  public  newspaper  "  is  bad  for 
not  marking  the  particular  publications  or 
papers  by  dates  or  otherwise.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  precedents  in  ThistlewoocTs 
case  (b)  and  Frosfs  os^e  (e)  being  all  one 
way,  and  there  being  no  authority  cited  to 
ihe  contrary,  we  are  bound  to  follow  them. 
It  is  said  that  the  prisoner  cannot  know 
against  what  be  is  to  defend  himself,  but 

:  (a)  Fost.  Cr.  L.  198,  200,  204. 

I  (6)  33  St.  Tr.  684. 

!  (c)  4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  85. 
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he  mftj  apply  for  a  bill  of  partionlarg.  It 
was  also  Raid  that,  shonld  he  have  ocoa* 
sion  to  plead  autrefoie  acquit,  he  would  be 
unable  to  show  on  what  publications  he 
was  acquitted,  bat  Bex  v.  Sheen  (a)  answers 
that  objection. 

The  next  objection  is  for  duplicity,  and 
is  substantially  the  converse  of  the  second 
branch  of  the  preceding  class.  It  is  that 
the  words  **  did  further  express,  Ac," 
make  each  act  a  distinct  felony.  To  sus- 
tain this  objection,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  forget  the  third  section  of  the  Act,  which 
makes  two  things  neccBsary,  the  compass- 
ing and  the  expression  of  it  by  some  oyert 
act ;  also  the  fifth  section,' which  allows  the 
Crown  to  give  several  overt  acts  in  evidence 
in  order  to  establish  the  compassing.  In 
my  opinion  there  is  but  one  felony,  though 
there  are  several  overt  acts.  The  aver- 
ment in  the  first  overt  act  might  of  itself 
constitute  a  complete  felony,  but  the 
Crown  having  thought  proper  to  give  a 
number  of  overt  acts  in  evidence,  the 
charge  of  felony  is  not  complete  until  all 
these  overt  acts  are  laid. 

The  objection  on  the  ground  of  repug- 
nancy appears  to  have  been  g^ven  up.  I 
can  understand  the  grounds  on  which 
it  was  upheld  at  the  last  commis8ion,(&)  for 
there  the  averment  was  that  on  the  3rd 
of  June  the  prisoner  compassed  to  levy 
war,  and  that  on  the  same  3rd  of  June  he 
expressed  that  compassing  by  a  publica- 
tion on  the  17th  of  June.  This  was  as  clear 
a  repugnancy  as  could  well  be  imagined ; 
but  there  is  no  such  repugnancy  in  the 
present  indictment. 

The  next  objection  is  solely  applicable 
to  the  third  and  fourth  counts,  and,  if 
sustained,  would  blot  out  these  counts  ex- 
cept as  regards  the  letter  to  Smith  O'Brien. 
It  is  that  there  is  no  averment  of  any  overt 
act,  pubLicatious  not  being  such  within 
the  statute.  It  occuiTcd  to  me  that  it  by 
no  means  follows  that  the  same  act  may 
not  range  under  more  than  one  of  the 
three  ways  specified  in  11  A  12  Vict.  c.  12. 
s.  3,  of  expressing,  uttering,  and  declaring 
the  felonious  comi>assing,  viz.:--(l)  By 
publishing  any  printing  or  writing ;  (2)  by 
open  and  advised  speaking;  (3)  by  any 
overt  act  or  deed ;  and  that,  though  these 
printings  may  be  publications  under  (1), 
they  may  also  be  a  mode  of  expression 
under  (3).  There  is  a  strong  distinction 
between  mere  evidence  of  an  intention 
and  the  means  made  use  of  to  effectuate  it. 
Foster  says  (e)  that  an  overt  act  discovers 
a  man's  intention,  but  is  not  to  be  con- 
sidered merely  as  evidence  of  intention. 
It  is  also  evidence  of  the  means  made  use 


(ii)  2  C.  &  P.  634. 
(6)  See  above,  p.  883. 
(c)  Fost.  Cr.  L.  208. 


of  to  efi*ectuate  the  purpose  of  the  heart. 
Printings  may  merely  express  the  com- 
passing, under  the  first  head  of  11  &  J  2 
Vict.  c.  12.  s.  3  ;  but,  if  they  are  of  such  a 
character  as  referred  to  by  Foster Xd)  a 
moans  taken  to  effectuate  the  compassing, 
they  are  overt  acts  as  well  as  evidence  of 
intention.  I  think  that  printings  may  be 
charged  under  the  first  head  as  evidence 
of  intention,  and  under  the  third  head  as 
acts  to  effectuate  the  intention. 

The  next  objection  was  to  the  overt  act 
which  states  a  printing  with  intent  to 
publish,  which  it  is  said  is  not  a  publica- 
tion. It  is  not  necessary  to  consiaer  that, 
as  it  is  here  laid  as  a  distinct  overt  act. 

The  last  objection  is  to  the  want  of  an 
averment  of  a  treasonable  or  rebellious 
design.  I  have  already  dealt  with  that 
objection,  which  it  seems  to  me  is  not 
sustainable  in  any  form 

Lefrot,  B.,  merely  concurred. 

The  ^^^omd^-6^eneraZ  said  he  would  con- 
sent to  the  prisoner's  being  allowed  to 
plead. 

The  prisoner  pleaded,  **  Not  guilty." 

Sir  0.  0*Loghlen  applied  for  a  bill  of 
particulars,  which  was  promised. 

Sir  C.  0*Loghlen  applied  that  the  panel 
should  be  called  over,  which  was  done,  and 
out  of  178  names  86  answered.  He  then  re- 
quested to  be  allowed  to  retire  for  half  an 
hour  to  examine  the  names,  and  on  his 
return  handed  in  a  challenge  to  the  array. 

Challenge  to  the  Array. 

Sir  C.  O'Loghlen  handed  in  a  challenge 
to  the  array  on  four  grounds :  1.  Because 
the  number  of  Protestants  was  dispropor- 
tionate to  the  number  of  Catholics  on  the 
panel,  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing  the 
prisoner;  2.  Because  persons  opposed  to  the 
prisoner  in  politics  were  placed  high  up  on 
the  panel,  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing 
him ;  3.  Because  the  panel  was  arrayed 
according  to  classes,  ror  the  purpose  of 
prejudicing  him;  and  4.  Because  the 
jurors  were  selected  from  the  special  jury 
panel  made  out  by  the  sherifir  from  the 
jurors*  book,  instead  of  from  the  common 
panel,  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing  the 
prisoner. 

The  Attomey-Oenerai  stated  that  he 
would  join  issue  on  the  charge  that  the 
panel  was  arrayed  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
judicing the  prisoner. 

Messrs.  Andrew  Bogere  and  Oeorge 
White  having  been  sworn  as  triers. 

Butt,  Q.O.,  stated  that  he  did  not  throw 
a  particle  of  imputation  VL^n  the  high 
sheriff",  but  that,  if  in  arraying  the  panel 
he  had  permitted  anv  motive  to  influence 
his  mind  that  the  law  did  not  allow, 
the  panel  would  be  bad.    He  deplored  the 

(a)  Fost  Cr.  L.  202-204, 
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neooBsity  of  referring  to  religious  differ- 
ences that  ouffbt  not  to  be  known  in  snoh 
a  place,  bat  tbe  responsibility  rested  witb 
tbose  who  bad  arrayed  tbe  panel.  The 
prisoner  was  a  Boman  Catholic,  and 
Dublin  was  to  a  Tery  great  extent  a 
Boman  Catholic  city.  The  law  made  no 
distinction  as  to  the  persons  entitled  to  be 
on  the  jnrora'  book,  and,  if  the  sheriff 
allowed  himself  to  be  influenced  by  re- 
ligion or  politics  in  arraying  the  panel,  it 
was  not  well  arrayed. 

Ball,  J. :  I  understand  it  was  held  by 
PennefcUkert  B.,  in  O'Doheriy'e  case,  (a) 
that  the  proportion  of  members  of  the  two 
religions  was  not  to  be  gone  into  ;  but  he 
would  not  say  that  the  circumstance  of  a 
large  proportion  of  one  religion  being  ex- 
cludea  might  not  be  evidence  to  go  to  the 

Lefbot,  B.  :  The  question  of  proportion 
was  ruled  in  Miichels  case  (6)  to  be  out  of 
the  case,  becaase  the  law  had  not  assigned 
any  particular  proportion,  and  accordingly, 
when  it  was  attempted  to  give  evidence  as 
to  the  religion  of  the  jurors,  it  was  not 
permitted. 

BvU.  Q.C. :  In  MUckeVi  case  the  evi- 
dence was  admitted  by  Moore,  J. 

Ball,  J. :  You  seek  to  establish  that 
two-thirds  of  tihe  persons  on  the  jurors' 
book  are  Catholics  and  one- third  Protes- 
tants. If  that  be  so,  it  must  be  matter  of 
notoriety,  and  it  might  save  time  if  the 
Crown  saw  no  objection  to  admit  the 
fact. 

Attorney' Genera! :  1  cannot  admit  any 
matter  that  is  totally  immaterial,  and 
about  which  I  have  no  knowledge.  The 
proportion.  I  understand,  is  the  reverse. 

Letrot,  B.  :  I  cannot  sit  here  without 
expressing  my  distinct  opinion,  as  I  ex- 
pressed it  before,  that  the  (question  of  pro- 
portion cannot  be  gone  into.  When  I 
ruled  so  before,  my  brother  Moore  did  not 
dissent  from  me  finally.  What  proportion 
do  vou  say  the  law  requires  P 

HuU:  None,  my  lord,  unless  it  is  the 
result  of  design.  My  case  is  that  the  pro- 
portion of  Boman  Catholics  in  this  panel  is 
so  miserably  small,  so  utterly  dispropor- 
tioned  to  the  place  they  ought  to  hold, 
that,  upon  that  disprox>ortion  alone,  I 
would  call  upon  the  triers  to  presume  that 
jurors  were  excluded  because  they  were 
Boman  Catholics. 

Ball,  J. :  Do  you  mean  taking  into 
account  their  other  qualifications  of 
property  and  so  forth  P 

Butt :  1  do. 

Butt  then  resumed  his  address  to  the 
triers.  He  did  not  mean  to  contend  that 
a  jury  of  Protestants  would  not  do  im- 

(a)  6  St.  Tr.  N.8.  881. 
C^)  lb.  W2. 


partial  justice.  But  if  there  was  a  syitem- 
'  atic  exclusion  of  Botnan  Catholics  from  the 
I  jury  box,  and  if,  time  aftor  time,  and  trial 
after  trial,  in  a  Boman  Catholic  country, 
Protestants  were  almost  exclusively  ar- 
rayed as  jnrors,  such  a  course  was  calcu- 
lated to  shake  and  damage  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  to  its  very  foundation, 
and  to  perpetuate  the  unhappy  diffe- 
rences or  religion  and  party,  which  it 
was  so  desirable  for  the  well-being  of 
society  to  put  an  end  to.  If  there  was 
to  be  a  direct  exclusion  of  Boman  Catho- 
lics from  juries,  it  would  be  better  it 
were  done  by  the  renewal  of  penal  enact- 
ments than  by  this  practical  but  unconsti- 
tutional method.  The  allegation  was 
that  the  sheriff,  or  whoever  he  had  per- 
mitted to  array  this  panel  for  him,  had 
been  influencedi  by  re^rd  to  the  religions 
opinions  of  the  parties  in  selecting  and 
excluding ;  and  if  that  was  made  out,  it 
was  clear  that  the  panel  was  badly 
ari*ayed.  How  could  what  was  pasting 
in  the  sheriff's  mind  be  known  except 
by  his  acts  P  The  evidence  would  be  that, 
from  a  jurors'  book  that  contained  an 
immense  preponderance  of  Boman  Oatho- 
lies,  he  had  arrayed  a  panel  contain* 
iiig  an  immense  preponderance  of  Pro- 
testants. The  second  ground  of  challenge 
was  that,  in  arraying  Sie  panel,  men  were 
placed  high  upon  it  who  were  opposed  in 
politics  to  the  prisoner,  and,  therefore, 
likely  to  find  him  guilty.  Suppose  a 
panel  was  so  arrayed  that  none  would  be 
aD  the  head  of  it  but  men  who  had  served 
the  office  of  sheriff,  where  then  was  trial 
by  jury  P  There  was  a  passage  in  Black'- 
itone  which  expressed,  more  clearly  and 
strongly  than  any  words  of  his,  what 
the  law  understood  by  trial  by  jury; 
and  that  was,  that  the  principle  of  trial 
by  jury  was  the  same  as  the  ballot. 
Judge  BlackeUme  fitkvdi  that  the  panel  re- 
turned to  try  any  man  ought  to  be  in- 
differently chosen,  as  if  they  were  taken 
by  ballot.  Committees  of  tbe  House  of 
Commons  had  been  engaged  in  the  con- 
sideration of  important  questions  of  this 
nature ;  and  he  would  read  extracts  from 
some  of  the  instructions  issued  to  Crown 
solicitors  by  a  lawyer  whose  distinguished 
position  and  eminent  character  entitled 
his  opinions  to  the  highest  consideration, 
and  who  at  the  time  was  the  chief  law 
officer  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland,  with 
respect  to  the  practice  of  setting  aside 
jurors. 

SoUeitor-OeiMral:  We  must  interpose 
here.  This  is  not  an  authority  in  tbe  law. 
Lefrot,  B.  :  We  have  only  to  try  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  according  to  legal  principles; 
you  appear  to  be  going  to  introduce  argu- 
ments as  you  mi^t  pay  from  Oold9mW9 
History  of  ]!n|^land« 
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Butt  stated  that  he  was  abont  to  read  cer- 
tain instrnotions  given  as  to  the  mode  in 
which  jurors  should  be  empanelled ;  but, 
without  referring  further  to  that  matter,  he 
would  submit  that  if  the  sheriff,  looking  at 
the  jurors*  book,  selected  particular  persons 
because  he  believed  them  to  be  opposed  to 
the  prisoner  in  political  opinions,  and  ex- 
cluded others  whose  opinions  were  known 
or  believed  to  be  favourable  to  him,  that 
was  an  improper  arrayuic  of  the  panel.  He 
could  quote  in  support  of  that  position  de- 
claraHons  made  in  the  House  of  Commons 
— declarations  of  statesmen — one  of  whom, 
now  in  office,  stated  on  the  trial  of  Chart- 
ists in  England,  that  the  Attorney- General 
ought  not  to  strike  off  Chartists. 

The  third  ground  was,  that  the  panel  was 
arrayed  according  to  classes.  At  the  head 
were  magistrates,  then  ex-sheriffs,  and 
next  persons  who  had  served  as  grand 
jurors.  The  first  thirty  or  forty  names 
consisted  of  those  classes.  So  that  the 
sheriff  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list  magis- 
trates— men  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and, 
according  to  BlacJcstone,  unfit  to  be  put  on 
juries;  ex-sheriffs  next — men  more  or  less 
selected  for  that  office  by  the  Crown ;  and 
then  followed  the  persons  who  served  as 
grand  jurors,  and  who  were  selected  by  the 
sheriff  himself. 

The  fourth  ground  of  challenge  was,  that 
the  panel  was  entirely  selected  from  the 
class  of  special  jurors,  without  a  single  in- 
dividual from  the  common  jury  list ;  and 
from  that  it  was  evident  that  the  sheriff 
acted  on  the  principle  of  exclusion.  It 
never  was  the  custom  to  summon  special 
jurors  to  serve  on  juries  at  the  commission. 
If  the  Attomey-Qeneral  would  admit  that 
there  was  a  very  considerable  maioritv  of 
Roman  Catholics  on  the  iurors'  book,  while 
the  great  majority  of  tnose  on  the  panel 
were  Protestants,  the  other  evidence  could 
be  at  once  proceeded  with.  Otherwise  it 
would  be  necessary  to  prove  the  fact,  what- 
ever time  it  might  occupy. 

Ball,  J.,  asked  the  Attomey-Oenerdlif 
he  would  make  the  admission  alluded  to 
by  Mr.  Butt. 

Attorney- General:  I  think  it  very  prob- 
able  that  there  is  a  majority  of  Boman 
Catholics  on  the  jurors'  book. 

Sir  C.  O'Loghlm:  Will  the  Attorney- 
General  also  adroit  that  the  panel  was 
made  up  out  of  the  special  jury  list? 

The  nigh  Sheriff  said  that,  with  the 
exception  of  two  names,  all  the  persons 
on  the  panel  were  on  the  special  jury  list. 

Ball,  J. :  Mr.  Attorney,  as  you  have 
heard  what  the  high  sheriff  said,  per- 
haps you  might  make  the  admission 
without  prejudice  to  the  question  at 
issue  P 

Attorney  General :  Very  well,  my  lord, 
I  make  the  admission. 


George  Powder— Examined  on  the  voir  dire 
by  Sir  0.  O'Loghlen. 

Sub-sheriff  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  Had 
been  connected  with  the  office  for  up- 
wards of  thirty  yearR. 

Well,  according  to  the  practice  of  the 
office,  what  class  of  jurors  has  been 
usually  returned  to  the  commission — 
special  jurors  or  otherwise  P — There  have 
been  some  special  jurors. 

Ball,  J. :  But  the  uniform  practice  has 
been  not  to  return  special  jurors  to  the 
commission  P — Yes,  my  lord. 

Sir  0.  0*Loghlen:  Did  you  ever  know  a 
panel  exclusively  returned  from  the 
special  jury  listP — No. 

Did  you  ever  know  a  panel  exclusivelv 
returned  from  the  special  jury  list,  with 
the  exception  of  two  persons  P — Never. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney- General, 

1  was  a  party  to  the  preparation  of  the 
present  panel ;  in  preparing  it  I  was  not 
influenced  in  any  way  unfavourable  to 
the  prisoner,  but  arrayed  it  equally  and 
impartially,  according  to  the  duty  of  my 
office ;  and  further,  during  the  time  I 
have  been  in  the  office,  I  never  heard  of, 
or  was  a  party  to,  the  packing  of  a 
jury. 

Ball,  J. :  Don't  be  volunteering  state- 
ments, sir ;  we  have  not  heard  a  word 
about  packing  a  jury — we  have  not  got  to 
that  stage  yet. 

AttoTMy- General :  Did  you  put  any 
names  on  that  panel  because  you  sup- 
posed they  would  be  unfavourable  to 
Mr.  Duffy  on  his  trial  P — Certainly  not. 

Did  you  omit  the  name  of  anyone  be- 
cause you  believed  he  would  be  favour- 
able to  Mr.  Duffy  f— I  did  not  P  The  high 
sheriff  was  present  when  I  was  arraying 
the  panel;  before  we  commenced,  the 
high  sheriff  said  to  me,  **I  will  now 
strike  a  panel  without  reference  to  either 
creed  or  politics." 

Sir  C.  O'Loghlen:  At  the  time  the  high- 
sheriff  made  that  observation,  was  there 
any  conversation  about  Mr.  Duffy's  trial  P 
— None. 

And  without  any  reference  to  Mr. 
Duffy*8  trial,  the  high  sheriff  said,  "We 
will  now  strike  a  panel  without  reference 
to  either  creed  or  politics  "  P — Yes,  there 
was  so  much  noise  on  the  last  commis- 
sion. 

Ball,  J. :  Noise  on  the  last  commission  f 
— ^Yes,  my  lord,  by  Sir  Oohrnm  and  Mr. 
Butt. 

Well,  what  about  the  noise  P — ^Wby,  my 
lord,  there  was  so  much  noise  and  squibs 
in  the  newspapers,  that  he  was  resolved 
none  should  be  on  who  could  be  objected 
to. 

Sir  0,   0*Loghlen:  Then  you  and  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8631 


Tlie  Queen  afjavast  Charles  Oavan  Duffy,  1848-9. 


[864 


sheriff  had  some  conversation  abont  what 
ooenrred  at  the  last  commission  P — Not  to 
my  recollection. 

Why,  had  not  the  conversation  about 
the  noise  and  the  squibs  reference  to  the 
last  commission  P~ Oh,  that's  only  an 
idea  of  my  own.  The  high  sheriff  only 
said  that  he  wonld  array  the  panel  in  snch 
a  manner  that  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  it;  the  panel  was  arrayed  about  ten 
or  twelve  days  before  the  commission ; 
there  was  no  person  present  at  the  time 
but  myself,  the  high  sheriff,  and  a  cousin 
of  his,  who  is  also  his  solicitor.  I  had 
previously  made  out  a  list  from  the  special 
jurors'  book,  and  that  list  I  submitted 
to  the  high  sheriff,  who  adopted  it,  mak- 
ing some  alterations  by  way  of  addition  ; 
he  compared  all  the  names  on  it  with 
those  in  the  jurors*  book,  but  he  made 
no  alteration  in  the  mode  of  arraying 
them ;  I  have  seen  the  panel  since  it 
was  returned,  and,  except  with  respect  to 
the  additional  names,  it  is  pretty  much  in 
the  same  order  as  when  I  gave  it  to  the 
sheriff;  the  names  added  by  the  high 
sheriff  were  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
the  list ;  the  additions  were  very  few ;  1 
wrote  the  first  list  from  the  special  jury 
panel,  which  1  copied  to  yer^  near  the 
end  of  the  letter  M ;  I  wrote  in  my  own 
house  in  Temple  Street;  I  had  not  the 
jurors'  book  with  me  at  the  time — I  am 
not  quite  certain. 

But  you  should  be  certain  of  it.  Recol- 
lect that  ^ou  are  now  upon  your  oath ! — I 
had  the  jurors'  book  with  me,  and  I  took 
the  panel  from  it;  I  perfectly  recollect 
the  circumstance  now. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Peace  (Mr.  Dickenson), 
in  reply  to  the  Court,  stated  that  in  the 
general  jury  list  there  were  two  classes 
that  were  not  ranged  alphabetically  on  the 
panel,  namely,  the  eldest  sons  of  peers, 
baronets,  and  knights,  and  also  magis- 
trates and  grand  jurors— the  others  were 
ranged  alphabetically. 

Sir,0.  &LoghUn  (to  wUnese) :  What  did 
you  mean  by  saying  that  you  copied  the 
names  from  the  jurors*  list  down  to  the 
letter  M  F— Because  the  panel  never  con- 
sists of  more  than  200  persons,  and  I 
stopped  when  I  had  copied  nearly  thak 
number ;  I  aiTanged  them  alphabetically 
accordinff  to  class ;  I  took  all  the  As 
from  eaon  class,  all  the  B*s  and  C*s ;  all 
the  names  on  the  draft  that  I  made  out 
were  taken  from,  the  jurors*  book  as  far  as 
the  names  of  the  special  jurors  went  on 
that  list;  I  mixed  them. 

Then  look  at  that  panel. — They  may 
not  be  copied  exactly  from  my  draft. 

Are  not  the  ma^strates  placed  first  on 
that  panel  P — I  believe  they  are.  The  two 
first  are  Mr.  Power  and  Mr.  O^Brien; 
then  there  is   Mr,  AUinghamf  who  is  a 


Catholic,  and  I  ^as  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  putting  him  on. 

How  did  you  fall  into  the  mistake  in 
your  alphal>et  by  putting  P  before  0  P — 
Because  Mr.  Power  was  of  a  higher  class, 
being  the  son  of  a  baronet. 

Ball,  J. :  I  take  it  that  the  names  were 
all  arranged  alphabetically  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  magistrates,  of  which  class 
there  are  two  names  only  P — Yes,  my  lord. 

Sir  C.  O'Loghlen :  When  you  made  a 
list  in  your  own  house,  in  Temple  Street, 
how  long  was  that  before  you  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  sheriff  in  reference 
to  the  preparation  of  the  panel  P — I 
brought  my  list  to  the  sheriff  the  day 
after  I  made  it ;  no  person  was  present 
when  I  copied  it  from  the  jury  list; 
I  have  not  often  made  up  panels  for  the 
commission  at  Green  Street;  the  panels 
which  I  have  formerly  made  up  for  the 
commission  were  not  selected  exclusively 
from  the  special  jury  list. 

Why  did  you  make  this  panel  exclu- 
sively from  the  special  jury  listP — Be- 
cause the  high  sneriff  said  he  would 
select  as  respectable  a  jury  as  possible. 

Did  he  say  that  before  or  after  your  Ibt 
was  raadeP — I  cannot  recollect.  Had  I 
not  obtained  a  sufficient  number  of  names 
from  the  special  jury  list,  I  would  have 
selected  jurors  from  the  other  classes. 

Do  you  swear  that  the  sole  reason  yon 
had  for  taking  tlie  names  from  the  special 
jury  list  was  in  order  to  have  a  respect- 
able panel  P— I  do. 

Were  you  aware  that  Mr.  Duffy  was  to 
be  tried  at  the  present  commission  P — 
Yes ;  but  that  had  no  influence  on  my 
mind. 

You  swore  that  Mr.  Allingham  was  a 
Catholic,  and  that  you  were  glad  of  it  P — 
Yes,  I  said,  when  going  through  the  list, 
that  I  was  glad  to  find  many  respectable 
Catholics  that  T  could  put  upon  the  panel. 

Then,  in  arraying  this  panel  you  must 
have  thought  of  the  religion  of  the  par- 
ties— and  wherever  you  met  with  a  respec- 
table Boman  Catholic  you  pat  his  name 
on  your  list.  Is  that  the  case  P — I  said  I 
was  glad  to  find  the  names  of  respectable 
Boman  Catholics;  I  swear  that  I  put 
every  Boman  Catholic  I  met  with  on  the 
panel. 

SolieitoT'Oeneral :  There  are  fifty-one 
upon  it. 

Sir  0.  0*Loghlen:  Do  you  swear  that 
you  put  on  the  panel  every  Boman  Catho- 
lic down  to  M  on  the  jury  list  P — To  the 
best  of  my  belief  I  did ;  the  letter  M  in- 
cluded the  name  of  a  respectable  Catholic, 
Mr.  Mcuxtoneil,  Governor  of  the  Bank  of 
Ireland,  but  we  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
summoning  directors  of  public  companies ; 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Dunne,  another  Catholic,  is 
not  on  the  panel,  but  J  believe  he  was  in 
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my  draft;  Alderman  Keahan^a  name  is 
not  in  it  either,  because  he  was  disqoali- 
fied  as  an  alderman. 

Sir  0.  O'Loghlen  then  read  the  names  of 
Mr.  Vernon  JSyre,  Mr.  /.  H.  Dunne,  and 
others  from  the  special  jury  list,  and 
asked  why  these  Catholics  were  not  on 
the  panel. — The  witness  replied  that  he 
did  not  know  whether  Alderman  Keshan 
was  a  Catholic  or  not,  as  he  never  saw 
him ;  he  believed  that  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dunne 
was  a  Catholic,  but  he  did  not  look  to  any 
man's  religion ;  they  were  anxious  to  put 
on  every  respectable  Catholic ;  so  far  as 
he  knew,  the  panel  was  in  the  same  state 
as  when  he  drafted  it. 

Ba.ll,  J. :  Is  the  panel  in  the  same  state 
as  to  the  alphabetical  arrangement  of  the 
names  as  when  yen  drafted  it  P — It  is  not. 

Sir  C,  0*Loghlenr  You  arranged  the 
classes  alphabetically  P — I  did.  They  are 
not  in  the  same  state  now ;  they  appear  to 
be  differently  arranged,  but  the  names 
are  the  same.  The  different  classes  are 
arranged  alphabetically. 

Sir  0.  0*Loghlen  said  they  then  pro- 
posed to  prove  the  actual  number  of 
Boman  Catholics  on  the  panel— the  entire 
number  being  about  50. 

The  Solicitor- OeTieral  said  there  were 
about  100  Protestants  on  the  panel,  to- 
gether with  Quakers  and  Presbyterians. 

Sir  0.  CLoghlen  said  they  would  next 
prove,  that  of  the  first  thirty-six  names  on 
the  panel  only  five  were  Boman  Catholics. 

Lefrot,  B.,  said  he  would  not  sit  there 
without  protesting  against  going  into  any 
inquiry  of  the  kind. 

Ball.  J. :  If  it  be  a  fact,  T  don't  see  why 
it  should  not  be  admitted. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Laphen — Examined  on  the 
voir  dire  by  Sir  0.  O^Loghlen, 

1  am  a  Boman  Catholic  clergyman  con- 
nected with  the  metropolitan  parish;  I 
have  read  over  the  first  thirty-six  names 
on  the  panel  now  handed  to  me,  aud  to 
my  knowledge  there  are  but  two  Catholics 
on  it — James  Power  and  John  0*Brien. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Solicitor-  General. 
When  you  were  applied  to  within  the 
last  week  to  give  evidence  on  the  subject, 
were  you  shown  any  list  containing  the 
names  of  the  jurors  P — No,  I  did  not  see 
auy  list  until  to-day. 

Joshua  Porter — Examined  by  Butt, 

1  was  at  one  time  sheriff  of  the  city  of 
Dublin  ;  I  know  Mr.  Henry  Byrne. 

Do  you  know  whether  he  is  a  Protestant 
or  a  Catholic  P 

The  Attorney- General  objected;  the  re- 
ligion of  a  juror  was  not  a  matter  of  in- 
vestigation. 

Sir  (7.  O'Loghlen  said  the  question  was 
allowed  to  be  asked  at  Cloumel. 

85234. 


Lefrot,  B.:  The  question  we  have  to 
try  is,  whether  the  panel  has  been  par- 
tially arrayed  to  tne  prejudice  of  the 
prisoner.  If  you  can  show  that  any  indi* 
vidual  has  been  put  on  having  ill-will  or 
malice  to  the  prisoner,  and  that  he  has 
been  so  put  on  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
sheriff,  the  panel  has  been  partially 
arrayed.  But  the  moment  you  attempt 
to  make  out  that  the  panel  has  been 
arrayed  to  the  prejudice  of  the  prisoner, 
because  a  Boman  Catholic  or  a  Protestant 
is  put  on,  your  position  is  totally  irrele- 
vant, resting  as  it  does  merely  upon  the 
suspicion  that,  because  a  juror  is  a  Protes- 
tant or  a  Catholic,  he  will,  in  violation  of 
his  solemn  oath,  act  maliciously,  preju- 
dicially, or  partially,  either  as  to  the 
prisoner,  or  as  to  the  Crown. 

Butt:  If,  without  intending  to  put  any 
particular  person  on  the  jury  who  would 
be  capable  of  finding  an  improper  verdict, 
the  sheriff  said  he  would  exclude  Boman 
Catholics,  I  contend  that  a  panel  formed 
on  such  an  exclusive  principle  would  be 
vitiated. 

Ball,  J. :  What !  without  prejudicing 
the  prisoner  P  Suppose  the  sheriff  deter- 
mined to  exclude  all  gentlemen  having 
red  hair,  do  you  say  that,  although  the 
prisoner  would  not  be  preiudioed  in  hie 
trial  by  the  absence  of  gentlemen  with  red 
hair,  still  that  would  be  a  good  ground  of 
challenge  P 

Butt :  It  is  in  point  of  fact  an  injury  for 
a  man  to  be  tried  by  a  jury — I  will  not  say 
exclusively  of  Protestants,  but  a  jury 
packed  or  selected  because  of  their  Pro- 
testantism. We  propose  to  show  that  it 
has  been  thus  selected  by  proving  that 
there  are  only  five  Catholics  among  the 
first  thirty-six  names  on  this  panel. 

Ball,  J. :  I  am  by  no  means  familiar 
with  the  principles  on  which  this  question 
is  raised,  as  it  is  quite  new  to  me.  My 
brother  Lefroy  has  had  the  advantage 
of  being  at  Mr.  MitcheVs  trial,  where  the 
same  question  was  di8cu8sed.(a)  I  could  not 
come  to  any  conclusion  until  I  have  heard 
it  discussed,  more  especially  after  learning 
that,  in  addition  to  the  opinions  of  Baron 
Pennefather  and  Judge  Moore,  the  judges 
at  the  last  Special  Commission  at  Clon- 
mel,(5)  allowed  such  evidence  to  be  given. 

Lefbot,  B.  :  As  it  has  been  stated  that 
the  judges  at  the  Special  Commission  per* 
mitted  evidence  of  this  nature  to  be  given, 
and  as  my  brother  Ball  has  a  doubt  on 
this  subject,  I  would  be  sorry  to  reject  the 
evidence  merely  on  my  own  opinion. 

Ball,  J. :  I  did  not  say  that  I  had  a 
doubt,  but  that  at  present  I  was  not  in  a 
position  U)  arrive  at  any  conclusion  on  the 


(a)  6  St,  Tr.  N.S.  .599. 

(b)  See  above,  p.  1. 
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point.  In  order  to  save  time,  however,  I 
woald  say,  let  the  question  be  pat. 

Mr.  PorteTy  one  of  the  persons  on  the 
panel,  was  then  examined.  He  stated  that 
ne  was  a  Protestant,  and  that  Mr.  Byrne 
also  professed  the  same  religion. 

Butt  stated  that  the  five  Catholics  were 
Messrs.  Power,  O'Brien,  Brennan,  BenneU, 
and  PUeworth,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
first  thirty-six  names  on  the  panel  were 
Protestants. 

Counsel  for  the  Crown  consented  to 
admit  the  facts  stated  by  BiUty  and  the 
case  in  support  of  the  challenge  to  the 
array  was  then  closed. 

The  Attorney 'Oeneral  then  addressed  the 
triers.  The  sub-sheriff  bad  sworn  that 
the  panel  was  prepared  without  reference 
to  the  religions  or  political  opinions  of 
the  jurors.  On  several  other  occasions, 
charges  had  been  made  against  sheriffs 
similar  to  those  made  in  this  case,  but 
they  had  been  all  proved  to  be  utterly 
without  foundation.  The  names  on  the 
panel  had  been  selected  from  the  special 
.  jury  panel,  without  reference  to  religion 
or  politics,  down  to  a  certain  letter ;  and 
not  a  name  had  been  omitted,  save  two  or 
three,  for  the  omission  of  which  good  and 
sufficient  reasons  had  been  assigned.  The 
names  were  arranged,  not  according  to 
religion  or  politics,  but  in  alphabetical 
order — Catholics  and  Protestants,  Quakers 
and  Presbyterians  —  just  as  they  came. 
The  sheriff  selected  men  of  rank,  property, 
and  station ;  and  if  he  took  any  other 
course  it  would  be  said  he  selected  the 

gmel  according  to  religion  or  politics. 
e  took  the  special  jurv  panel,  and  re- 
turned it ;  and  for  the  first  time  it  was 
objected  in  a  court  of  justice  that  men  of 
rank,  property,  and  station,  who  were 
beyond  influence  of  a  pecuniary  character, 
OP  the  influence  of  fear  or  terror,  were 
selected  to  serve  on  juries.  He  did  not 
know  or  care  anything  about  the  religion 
or  politics  of  the  gentlemen  returned  to 
serve  as  jurors.  He  knew  they  would 
discharge  their  duties  properly,  and  that 
was  all  he  required.  He  also  required 
the  triers,  on  their  oaths,  to  come  to  a 
proper  conclnsion  on  the  question  sub- 
mitted to  them,  and  not  be  a  party  to 
casting  a  stigma  upon  a  public  officer  who 
had  honestly  and  conscientionsly  dis- 
charged his  auty. 

Ball,  J.,  then  charged  the  triers,  and 
cited  the  charge  of  Buihs,  O.J.  at  the 
Maryborough  Special  Commission  (a) : — 

•*  Your  duty  is  to  try  whether  this  is  an  im- 
partial panel,  or  has  it  been  so  constituted  as  to 
deprive  the  prisoner  of  a  fair  trial.  If  persons 
have  been  left  off  the  panel,  or  corruptly  placed 


(a)  Report  of  Maryborough  Special  Com- 
mission, p.  S89. 


or  postponed,  in  such  a  manner  and  to  such  tn 
extent  as  would  deprive  the  prisonen  of  im- 
partial jurors,  or  throv  them  into  the  power  of 
jurors  prejudiced  against  them,  this  is  not  an 
impartial  panel,  and  you  will  find  accordinglj.*' 
It  was  for  the  triers  to  consider  whether, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  the  panel  in 
the  present  instance  had  been  corruptly 
or  prejudicially  arrayed.  With  respect  to 
the  law  of  the  case,  it  was  the  duty,  as  well 
as  the  right,  of  the  sheriff  to  exercise  his 
discretion  in  forming  the  panel ;  and, 
unless  they  were  satisfied  that  the  sheriff 
exercised  that  discretion  in  anv  way  pre- 
judicial to  the  prisoner,  it  would  be  their 
duty  to  find  against  the  challenge.  The 
Attorney -General  had  spoken  about  the 
attack  made  on  the  character  of  a  pnblio 
officer,  but  if  the  triers  were  satisfied  that 
the  sheriff  had  misconducted  himself  in 
the  way  imputed  to  him,  they  were  not  to 
be  deterred  from  doing  their  duty  by  any 
consideration  that  it  might  affect  the 
character  of  any  public  officer. 

The  triers,  after  deliberating  for  a  few 
moments,  hainded  down  the  issue  paper, 
stating  that  tliey  found  against  the  cnal- 
lenge,  and  that  the  panel  was  impartially 
made  and  arrayed. 

Thursday,  February  16th. 
At  the  sitting  of  the  Court,  Lefrot,  6., 
stated  that  be  had  ruled,  as  he  said  yester- 
day, in  MiicheVi  case, (a)  in  concurrence 
with  Mr.  Justice  Moore,  that  the  doctrine 
of  proportion  between  the  religions  of  the 
jurors  t»n  the  panel  and  the  jurors*  book 
could  not  be  a  test  bv  which  the  validity 
of  the  challenge  could  be  disposed  of.  It 
was  stated  by  counsel  that  Baron  Penne- 
fcUher  had  held  in  0*Doherty*8  case  (h) 
that  a  question  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  relative  proportion  of 
the  names  of  persons  of  one  religion  or 
another,  as  between  the  panel  and  the 
jurors'  book,  was  relevant.  The  indges 
at  the  Special  Commission  in  Clonmel 
were  said  to  have  ruled  in  the  same  way. 
This  having  been  stated  by  counsel, 
and  Mr.  Justice  Ball  having,  not  a  doubt, 
but  a  wish  to  hear  the  matter  further  dis- 
cnssed,  he,  to  avoid  delay,  acqniesced  in 
the  question  being  put,  to  ascertain  the 
proportion  of  gentlemen  of  the  Boman 
Catholic  religion  among  the  first  36  names 
on  the  panel.  But  having  a  strong  recol- 
lection that  Baron  PennefcUher  had  ruled  in 
accordance  with  the  opinion  he  himself  en- 
tertained, he  had  since  referred  to  the  report 
of  the  case  of  The  Queen  v.  0'Doherty,{b) 
from  which  it  appeared  that,  in  reference 
to  the  question  put  to  the  sheriff,  as  to 
whether  he  thought  30  or  40  Catholics  on 

(a^  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  625-634. 
(6)  lb,  877-888. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


869] 


The  Queen  against  Charles  Oavan  Duffy,  1848-9. 


[870 


the  panel  ont  of  140  oonstitnted  a  fair 
panel,  Baron  Fennefdiher  stated — 

**  I  protest,  I  think  the  question  is  not  one 
that  the  sheriff  is  boand  to  answer;  I  think 
that  the  panel  is  not  to  be  considered  fair  or 
unfair  bj  proportions.  He  is  to  exercise  his 
discretion  in  returning  fit  and  proper  persons. 
He  is  not  to  exclude  anyone  for  his  religion,  nor 
to  put  anyone  on  for  his  religion.  And  that 
being  the  principle,  a  question  is  not  to  be  asked 
about  proportion8.'X<3() 

Baron  Fennefafher  had  laid  down  the  true 
and  proper  rule.  Qod  forbid  that  any 
judge  should  differ  with  him  in  the  view 
ne  took,  or  that  any  man  should  be  put  on 
the  panel  or  excluded  from  it  on  account 
of  his  religion.  The  sheriff  who  would 
act  on  such  a  principle  would  act  against 
his  oath  and  bounden  duty,  and  yiolate 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  But  it 
was  further  stated  that  the  judges  at 
Glonmel  had  rnled  differently,  and  with 
a    Tiew    to    ascertain   whether  the  pro- 

?[>rtion  between  Roman  Catholics  and 
rotestants  on  the  panel  was  just,  had 
allowed  evidence  to  be  gone  into  for 
the  purpose  of  discovering  the  jjroportion. 
That  statement  not  having  received  a  dis- 
tinct contradiction,  he  thought  it  right — 
as  the  practice  wonld  introduce  a  preface 
of  a  mischievous  description,  and  a  strife 
such  as  it  should  be  the  desire  of  all  to 
to  prevent,  and  not  encourage — to  go  to 
the  Ohief  Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench, 
who,  though  ill  of  gout,  was  good  enough 
to  see  him.  The  Chief  Justice  at  once 
told  him  that  the  Court  had  ruled  no  such 
thing  as  had  been  stated  by  counsel,  and 
gave  him  anthority  for  contradicting  it  in 
the  strongest  terms.  At  Clonmel  it  was 
stated  that  the  sheriff  had  let  off  or  put 
on  the  panel  certain  gentlemen,  specifi- 
Cfidly  named,  on  account  of  their  religion ; 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  that 
was  so  or  not,  the  question  was  allowed 
to  be  put — it  being  understood  that  it 
would  be  followed  up  by  evidence  to  show 
that  the  sheriff  had  acted  corruptly  and 
improperly.  On  that  ground  and  under- 
Btaiiding  the  qnestion  was  allowed  to  be 
put,  but  not  with  regard  to  the  doctrine 
of  proportion.  The  Chief  Justice  gave 
him  authority  to  say,  that  the  Court  at 
Clonmel  did  not  entertain  that  doc- 
trine. Baron  Fennefather,  with  whom 
he  had  since  had  a  conversation  on  the 
subject,  fully  agreed  with  him  in  his 
view  of  the  point.  The  sheriff  was  bound 
to  select  the  men  whom  he  considered 
most  intelligent,  upright,  and  indepen- 
dent, without  fear,  favour,  or  affection ; 
and  when  he  selected  those  men,  he  must 
necessarily  leave  a  large  number  behind. 

(a)  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  887. 


If  it  was  said  he  was  bound  to  make  his 
panel  according  to  any  given  proportion, 
whether  in  reference  to  religion,  politics, 
wealth,  or  anything  else,  what  became  of 
the  discretion  which  the  Jury  Act  gave  to 
the  sheriff  (a) — what  became  of  the  jury  law 
that  called  upon  him  to  exercise  a  sound 
discretion  in  selecting  from  the  whole 
mass  men  whom  he  thought  would  give 
the  most  fair  and  impartial  verdict  be- 
tween the  Crown  and  the  prisoner  ?  The 
notion  that,  because  a  man  was  of  this  or 
that  religion,  he  would  not  act  fairly  as  a 
juror,  was  a  libel  on  every  class  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects.  If  the  sheriff  were  to 
presume  to  act  on  such  a  principle  as  that, 
he  would  violate  his  duty  to  the  Crown 
and  the  subject,  and  his  oath  of  office. 
Therefore  proportion  was  no  test.  He  had 
thought  it  right,  with  the  concurrence  of 
his  brother  Ball,  to  make  these  observations 
in  respect  to  the  administration  of  justice 
for  the  future ;  and  with  respect  to  this 
question  he  hoped  it  wafl  now  closed.  If 
tne  Court  had  not  been  under  a  miscon- 
ception as  to  what  was  ruled  in  other 
cases,  they  would  have  had  no  hesitation 
in  ruling  the  matter  at  once.  Let  it  not, 
therefore,  be  cited  as  an  authority  here- 
after that  they  allowed  these  questions  to 
be  put,  because  they  only  did  so  under 
the  circumstances  he  had  explained. 

Butt :  My  lord,  you  have  read  a  passage 
from  Baron  Fennefather^e  judgment  to 
the  jurors  and  the  public,  with  whom  I 
regard  my  character,  but,  i£  you  will  read 
a  passage  lower  down,  you  will  find  that 
I  correctly  stated  his  judgment — 

"  If  the  proportions  were  such  as  to  induce 
the  triers  to  say  that  the  panel  had  been  parti- 
ally arrayed,  that  there  had  been  an  exclusion 
on  the  ground  of  religion,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  panel  had  been  partially  made,  the  circum- 
stance of  numbers  of  one  religion  being  ex- 
cluded, and  another  religion  being  on,  might  be 
a  ground  for  the  consideration  of  the  triers  ;  but 
in  no  other  way  ought  it  to  enter  into  their 
consideration.*' 

Letbot,  B.:  Then  we  misunderstood  the 
view  in  which  the  authority  was  quoted. 

The  panel  was  called  over,  when  102 
ont  of  170  answered  to  their  names. 

Bvit  applied  that  the  names  might  bo 
drawn  by  ballot  as  in  Frost's  case.  This 
was  a  stronger  case,  because  the  names 
there  were  arranged  alphabetically,  but 
here  they  were  in  classes. 

Lbprot,  B.  :  I  confess  it  would  seem 
endangering  the  validity  of  the  trial  if  we 
were  to  have  a  jury  selected  by  ballot, 


(a)  But  see  now  the  Juries  (Ireland)  Act, 
1871,  34  &  35  Vict.  c.  65.  s.  19,  which  requires 
the  sheriff  to  take  the  names  from  the  Jurors' 
Book  in  a  certain  alphabetical  order. 

£  £  2 
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where  it  required  an  Act  of  Parliament 
even  in  a  civil  case  to  do  it.(o) 

Attorney- General :  There  was  no  impu- 
tation on  the  sheriff  in  FroaVs  case,  as 
there  has  heen  here.  I  should  not  he 
discharging  my  duty  if  I  were  to  give 
any  colour  for  such  an  imnntation  after 
the  finding  of  the  jury  hy  allowing  such  a 
course. 

The  calling  of  the  jury  was  then  prp- 
xseeded  with. 

Henry  Bunn,  called,  stated,  in  answer  to 
Sir  0.  O'Loghlen,  that  he  was  over  60 
years  of  age. 

Butt:  That  is  a  good  cause  for  chal- 
lenge. S&4  Will. 4.  c. 91. B.  8 forhids  the 
sheriff  to  return  any  person  not  properly 
qualified,  and  s.  20  provides  that  jurors 
must  he  hetween  the  ages  of  21  and  60. 

The  challenge  was  allowed.(b) 

Henry  Fcdkner,  called,  stated  that  he 
lived  in  Upper  Leeson  Street,  outside  the 
city  bouncbries,  but  had  a  |)lace  of  busi- 
ness in  Grafton  Street  within  the  boun- 
daries, where  one  of  his  clerks  slept. 

Butt  challenged  him  for  non-residence. 

The  challenge  was  upheld  after  argument. 

WiUiam  Bridge  next  was  challenged  for 
cause  as  to  having  been  on  a  former 
grand  jury  which  found  a  bill  against  the 
prisoner.    The  challenge  was  upheld. 

Francis  Pillsworth,  haying  been  called  : 
I  am  one  of  the  grand  jurors  who  found 
the  bill  affainst  John  Martinf  and  on  that 
occasion  I  said  that  I  thought  Duffy  was 
the  cause  of  all  their  misfortunes.  Sub- 
sequently, on  the  Board  of  Superinten- 
dence, I  condemned  him  in  reference  to 
the  rope  ladder  affair  (c) ;  and  I,  therefore, 
have  a  conscientious  objection  to  serving 
on  his  jury. 

Ball,  J. :  There  is  no  legal  ground  of 
objection. 

Butt :  If  he  found  a  bill  against  Mr. 
Ma/rtin  he  must  also  have  found  one 
against  Mr.  Duffy. 

The  challenge  was  upheld  on  this  ground. 

John  Fa/nnen  was  challenged  for  having 
expressed  an  opinion  about  the  prisoner's 
guilt. 

Triers  were  appointed. 

WiUiam  Hart  Jf iZZer —Examined  on  the 
voir  dire  by  BuU. 

I  am  a  medical  student,  and  had  a  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Fannen  in  reference 
to  this  trial  in  his  shop  in  Grafton  Street, 

(a)  See  now  the  Juries  Procedure  (Ireland) 
Act,  1876,  89  &  40  Vict.  c.  78.  8.  19. 

(6)  In  Mulcahy  v.  Reg,,  L.B.  3  H.L.  406,  it 
wa8  held  by  the  House  of  Lords  that  being  over 
sixty  yean  of  age  was  not  a  disqualification 
under  the  Irish  Jury  Act,  8  &  4  Will.  4.  c.  91. 
s.  1,  or  a  good  cause  of  challenge. 

(c)  See  Daffy's  "  Four  Years  of  Irish  History," 
p.  259,  ed.  1892. 


where  he  has  a  medical  library,  and  I  am 
in  the  habit  of  reading.  He  said  he  was 
fully  convinced  of  Mr.  Duffy's  guilt,  hut 
would  not  find  him  guilty  unless  on 
sufficient  evidence.  I  think  1  commenced 
the  conversation  by  asking  if  he  would 
like  to  be  on  the  jury.  He  said  he  would 
rather  not ;  but  if  he  were  on  it,  he  would 
do  his  duty. 

John  Fannen,  in  reply  to  the  Solicitor* 
General,  confirmed  the  Jast  witness,  and 
in  reply  to  Butt  stated  that  he  had  formed 
an  opinion  as  to  Duffy's  ^ilt. 

Ball,  J.,  told  the  triers  the  question 
was,  whether  the  juror  entertained  any 
ill-will  to  the  accused.  Forming  an 
opinion  about  a  prisoner's  guilt  would 
not  make  a  inror  incompetent  to  serve ; 
but  if,  in  addition,  he  expressed,  or  might 
reasonably  be  inferred  to  entertain,  per- 
sonal hostility  or  ill-will  towards  the  pri- 
soner, he  would  not  be  a  competenc  juror. 

The  triers  found  against  the  challenge. 
Mr.  Fa/nnen  was  then  challenged  peremp- 
torily. 

Before  a  full  lury  was  sworn  the 
prisoner  challenged  20  jurors  pieremp- 
torily,  and  27  for  cause — 17  for  non-resi- 
dence, 6  for  being  over  60,  and  4  for 
having  served  on  a  former  grand  jury 
which  found  a  bill  against  him. 

The  Attorney -General  ordered  24  jurors 
to  stand  by. 

Ball,  J.:  A  communication  has  been 
made  to  me  by  the  High  Sheriff  to  this 
effect — one  of  the  jurors,  and  I  don't 
know  which,  is  a  hotel-keeper,  and  he 
proposes,  if  the  High  Sheriff  sees  no  ob- 
jec&on,  to  accommodate  all  his  brother 
jurors  and  himself  at  his  own  hotel. 

The  jurors  were  then  removed  for  the 
night  to  the  Shelburne  Hotel,  belonging 
to  the  juror  Burke, 

Friday,  February  16th. 
Opening  Speech  fob  the  Crown. 
ll\i&  Attorney -General  explained  that  the 
prisoner  was  charged  under  the  recent 
statute  of  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  in  the  first 
count  with  compassing  to  depose  the  Queen 
and  expressing  such  compassing  by  publish- 
ing certain  printings  in  the  newspaper,  the 
Nation,  of  which  he  was  the  registered 

Eroprietor,  and  also  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
[r.  Smith  O'Brien.  The  third  count  was 
virtually  the  same,  but  charged  the  publi- 
cation of  the  printings  and  writing  as 
overt  acts.  The  second  and  fourth 
counts  charged  a  compassing  to  levy  war, 
but  were  otherwise  the  same  as  the  first 
and  third.     With  one  exception  all  the 

Sublications  charged  had  appeared  in  the 
TcUion  newspaper,  of  which  the  prisoner 
was  registered  proprietor  and  publisher. 
Having  explained  the  provisions  of  6  &  7 
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WtU.  4.  c.  76.  as  to  proof  of  publication 
against  registered  proprietors  and  pnb* 
lishers,  the  Attorney-General  proceeded  to 
refer  to  the  state  of  the  country  prior  to 
June  3rd,  the  date  of  the  first  publication 
charged.  The  French  Reyolution  had 
taken  place  some  months  previously,  and 
the  consequence  was  that  numbers  of  per- 
sons had  come  forward  on  the  Continent, 
in  England,  and  in  Ireland,  to  circulate 
among  the  people  publications  of  the 
character  charged.  The  first  publication 
was  an  article  entitled  '  The  Business  of 
To-day,'  and  signed  O.G.D.,  in  the  Nation 
of  June  3rd.  It  was  not  only  signed  with 
the  prisoners  initials,  but  also  written  in 
the  first  person.  It  began  by  alluding  to 
MitcheVs  conyiction  for  the  same  ofi*ence 
for  which  the  prisoner  was  now  being  tried, 
and  stated  that  it  would  not  have  been 
advisable  to  attempt  to  rescue  Mitehely 
because  the  harvest  was  not  yet  ripe,  and 
it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  starve  the  people.  Then 
came  the  passages  set  out  in  the  indict- 
ment— 

"When  the  French  Bevolation  raised  the 
hopes  of  Ireland  in  a  speedy  deliverance,  I 
asked  to  have  done  what  seemed  to  me  the 
manifest  duty  of  the  hour.  I  proposed  that  the 
two  existing  Repeal  Associations  should  be  forth- 
with dissolved,  and  a  new  one,  kindled  with  the 
new  spirit  of  the  times,  set  in  their  place ;  that 
it  should  be  open  to  all  Repealers  without 
pledge  or  qualification;  that  its  govemmeot 
should  be  committed  to  a  legislative  council  of 
three  hundred  Repealers,  the  foremost  io  Ireland 
for  capacity  and  devotion  ;  and  its  direction  to 
an  executive  committee  of  five,  competent  to 
act  as  the  cabinet  of  the  movement ;  that  com- 
missioners should  be  sent  forth  to  organize  the 
entire  country  into  local  clubs ;  that  permanent 
agents  should  be  •  established  in  England  to 
organize  the  Irish,  and  the  friends  of  Ireland,  in 
every  city  in  that  island.  It  was  my  conviction 
that  nothing  ought  to  be  left  to  chance  which 
forethought  could  prepare  j  that  every  foot  of 
Irish  soil  ought  to  be  inade  vital  with  the  passion 
for  daring  cnanges  and  far  results  that  glowed 
in  the  heart  of  the  capital ;  that  the  hot  blood 
engendered  there  ought  to  be  sent  burning  and 
tbnlling  to  the  coldest  extremities;  that 
organization  ought  to  be  extended  and  sys- 
tematized, till  literally  every  hamlet  and  pansh 
had  its  club,  every  town  and  city  its  brigade  of 
clubs.  I  saw  aroand  us  hundreds  of  young 
meu  with  intellect  and  training,  and  a  far 
higher  qualification  in  their  proud  fervour  of 
soul,  fitted  to  be  missionaries  of  this  work. 
Loyola  bad  never  more  devoted  disciples  than 
they  would  have  been  to  the  creed  of  nationality. 
Had  this  been  done,  instead  of  pleading  a 
shameful  want  of  forethought,  we  would  at  this 
hour  possess  a  popular  cabinet,  treasury,  and 
legislative  council,  trusted  by  the  whole  country, 
and  a  national  guard  of  disciplined  clubs." 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Dvffy  was  that 
there  should  be  a  legislative  council  of 


three  hundred.  Was  that  consistent  with 
the  existing  state  of  things — ^that,  in  addi- 
tion to  having  a  parliament  legislating 
for  the  common  benefit  of  the  empire, 
there  should  be  a  legislative  council  con- 
sisting of  three  hundred  Repealers,  and, 
combined  with  that,  an  executive  council 
of  five,  competent  to  act  as  the  cabinet  of 
the  movement?  He  also  proposed  that 
there  should  be  a  national  guard  of  disci- 
plined  clubs.  How  such  a  state  of  things 
could  be  brought  about  consistent  with 
the  sovereignty  of  her  Majesty  in  this 
country,  I  cannot  imagine.  But  a  few 
lines  further  on  he  made  use  of  an  expres- 
sion which  showed  very  clearly  what  the 
object  intended  was — 

**  The  problem  that  lies  before  us  is  to  seize 
the  whole  force  of  the  country,  now  scattered 
and  chaotic,  to  reduce  it  promptly  to  order,  and 
discipline  it  to  system,  that  it  may  be  wielded 
like  a  sword  against  England.  We  are  playing 
for  the  life  of  Ireland ;  anything  short  of  this  is 
flinging  away  the  last  hope  of  this  old  Celtic 
race.  The  desperate  struggle  before  us  will  test 
and  develop  the  true  qualities  of  men ;  and  in  the 
hour  of  danger  they  will  find  their  proper  task 
and  pre-ordained'  position.  But  we  have  to 
deal  with  the  present  hour;  and  in  this  hour 
the  leadership  can  only  be  placed  in  commission 
— and  a  commission  authorized  by  the  people. 
Every  day  lost  Is  an  irremediable  evil — a  sign 
of  weakness  and  incapacity,  a  symptom  of  the 
old  Celtic  vices  of  fitction  and  jealous  indi- 
viduality which  defoim  all  our  history.  It  may 
be  said — for  it  has  been  said — that  we  want  no 
leaders.  It  might  as  wisely  be  affirmed  that  a 
railway  wants  no  engineer,  a  fleet  no  admiral, 
or  an  army  no  general.  A  power  competent 
and  authorized  to  devise,  to  combine,  and  to 
initiate,  is  among  the  foremost  necessities  of  a 
national  movement.  Where  all  are  captains,  the 
ship  sinks;  where  none  are  generals,  the  war 
never  begins.'* 

What  the  object  of  this  national  move- 
ment and  the  war  was  to  be  it  is  for  you, 
gentlemen,  to  decide.  For  my  part,  I 
cannot  conceive  any  object  which  the 
prisoner  could  have  in  view  consistent 
with  the  preservation  of  the  empire  and 
the  security  of  the  throne.  The  article 
proceeded — 

'*  I  repeat  it  is  but  a  month's  work  to  found  a 
thousand  clubs ;  and,  in  the  present  temper  of 
men's  minds,  they  will  flock  into  such  an 
organization.  Cork,  indeed,  and  other  cities 
have  already  begun  it ;  but  without  system  and 
co-operation  in  the  capital,  it  will  be  only 
partial,  scattered,  and  uumethodic.  With  co- 
operation, the  first  of  July  may  see  Ireland 
organized  and  fashioned  into  the  order,  strength, 
and  symmetry  of  a  nation.  Qive  Ireland  a 
native  power  which  she  can  love  and  obey,  and 
you  give  all  she  requires  for  strength  or  victory. 
A  popular  executive  set  up  by  the  Irish  nation 
would  overtop  the  officials  of  Dublin  Castle  in  a 
week.  And  if  they  are  worthy  of  their  office, 
they  would  centre  round  themselves  the  love 
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HDd  reyerence  of  the  whole  nation.  For  Eng- 
land holds  this  country,  but  she  doet  not  rule  it 
Where  is  there  reverence  for  authoritj  or 
honour  for  the  law  ?  Proclamations  bsued  in 
the  name  of  the  Queen's  representative  are 
trodden  in  the  mire,  like  an  obscene  ballad. 
Mandates  issued  by  the  commissioners  entrusted 
with  the  safety  of  the  capital  are  rent  in  two, 
trhile  thousands  of  battalioned  men  march  clean 
through  them.  In  the  presence  of  the  judges, 
the  very  counsel  of  the  court  confederate  with  the 
traversers  at  the  bar  or  the  prisoner  in  the  dock.'' 
»  The  last  observation  refers  to  au  oc- 
currence which  took  place  at  the  con- 
viction of  Mitchd;  but  the  preceding  por- 
tions  of  the  paragraph  prove  that  the 
object  in  view  was  to  supersede  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  country  by  the 
establishment  in  Ireland  of  a  native  power 
— a  popular  executive— which,  to  use  his 
own  words, 

"  woald  overtop  the  officials  of  Dublin  Castle  in 
a  week." 

The  remainder  of  the  article  is  as 
follows :  — 

"  There  is  no  Crovemment  The  poor  shivering 
makeshift  in  Dublin  Castle  that  solicits  the  honour 
of  your  patronage,  like  a  strug;eling  tradesman, 
and  acknowledges  your  favours  by  return  of  post, 
with  a  profusion  of  obsequious  gratitude,  is  not 
a  Government,  but  an  impostor.  Whosoever  is 
entitled  to  govern,  does  not  call  beggars  and 
strangers  from  the  four  winds  to  proclaim  that 
he  ought  to  be  permitted  to  sit  in  the  seat  of 
authority.  But  combine  and  concentrate  the 
authority  of  the  people,  and  it  shall  rule  as  no 
king  has  ever  done,  and  no  viceroy  has  so 
much  as  pretended  to  do.  As  it  is  not  power 
but  discipline  that  is  wanted  to  the  people,  so  it 
is  not  genius  so  much  as  authority  that  is  deficient 
in  their  counsellors.  Delay  in  the  crisis  of  a 
country  is  intolerable,  and  the  people  are 
entitled  to  know  at  once  whether  this  will  be 
done  or  not  done.  To  have  this  fact  settled 
even  in  the  negative  would  be  good  work.  All 
things  but  doubt  and  delay  are  endurable  ;  and 
if  we  are  indeed  to  wrench  her  bleeding  prey 
from  England  they  most  cease.  For  if  the  best 
and  surest  road  to  freedom  (the  union  of 
parties)  be  closed,  men  will  concentrate  them- 
selves upon  the  second  best.  Let  us  only  be 
sure  of  what  is,  and  what  is  not,  attainable. 
Meantime,  no  locah'ty  ought  to  wait  an  hour  for 
the  capital.  Every  Repealer  ought  to  arm. 
Every  district  of  Repealers  ought  to  combine 
into  a  club.  Wherever  a  club  already  exists,  it 
ought  to  undertake  the  duty  of  organising  the 
neighbouring  district.  We  must  know  no 
pause,  and  no  rest,  till  Ireland  is  in  a  position 
to  offer  the  ultima  ratio  to  England.  She 
understands  no  other  argument.        C.  G.  D." 

The  next  publication  charged  is  a  long 
article  on  June  17th,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing passages  are  set  out  in  the  indict- 
inent>^ 

"  Thb  Uses  of  Union. 

^  Frankly,  we  go  into  this  league  to  establish 
clubs  universally;  to  regain  for  IreUnd  the 


generous  aid  of  our  foreign  friends ;  to  compass 
a  national  council  of  800  elected  representatives 
fit  to  confront  the  naajesty  of  England,  or  the 
sterner  majesty  of  death.  We  did  not  stipu* 
late  that  the  new  body  shall  speak  by  any  leale 
of  sedition  alternating  from  the  flat  of  moral 
force  to  the  sharp  of  felony.  We  only  desire  a 
national  league  on  a  national  foundation,  to 
consult  the  people's  will  and  do  the  people's 
work.  Our  own  way  for  doing  it  is  through 
the  clubs  and  the  Council  of  Three  Uundred,  by 
the  weapons  of  diplomacy  or  arms,  as  the  case 
may  demand ;  and  if  the  great  majority  of  Ire- 
land are,  as  we  believe,  of  tne  same  mind,  it  may 
be  done  and  over  in  six  months  from  the  first 
dkj  the  league  begins  its  operations.  Abroad, 
unity  would  give  our  stru^le  the  front  and 
bearing  of  a  national  revolution.  In  the  eyes  of 
Europe  and  America,  it  would  then  be  Ireland 
against  Enghmd,  not  an  Irish  party  against  an 
empire.  This  would  be  a  great  gain — a  greater 
yet  would  be  its  moral  and  governmental  effect 
on  our  settlers  in  Great  Britain,  Canada,  Aus- 
tralia, and  the  United  States.  No  mother 
country  in  Europe  has  more  devoted  colonies 
than  our  own.  They  are  governed  by  the  very 
name  of  home;  their  conduct  is  shaped  by 
every  wind  which  brings  them  news  from  Ir^ 
land.  Every  division  in  Ireland  splits  them  up ; 
every  outrage  to  Ireland  thrills  them  to  the 
farthest  frontier  of  their  exile-land ;  every  brave 
or  wise  deed  done  on  this  soil  excites  them  with 
the  wildest  joy  and  expectation.  Israel  in 
bondage  never  wept  or  prayed  or  suffered 
more  for  Sion,  or  more  ardently  believed  in  its 
restoration,  than  they  believe  in  Ireland's.  To 
these  myriads  of  our  race — still  ours,  how 
far  soever  from  us — ^native  union  will  be  the 
symbol  of  native  success,  and  a  model  for  their 
political  guidance  in  their  far-off  settlements. 
The  opening  of  the  Irish  League  will  be  to  them 
the  opening  of  an  era.  To  watch  over  it  and 
anticipate  its  wishes,  will  become  their  passion 
and  purpose  in  life.  And  should  the  power  of 
the  empire  be  flung  upon  Ireland,  they  will 
assail  it  in  every  latitude  where  it  has  flag  or 
fifictory,  ship  or  settlement.  A  war  with  Ireland 
will  not  be  a  national,  still  less  a  civil  war;  it 
will  become  a  war  of  races  and  institutions  in 
every  colony  of  Great  Britain.  The  red  flag 
will  be  nowhere  safe,  if  a  troop  of  Irishmen 
catch  it  within  their  horizon.  It  will  be  chased 
and  hunted  on  every  foreign  shore.  Around 
the  pillars  of  this  ovei^grown  despotism  there 
are  planted  everywhere  hosts  of  daring,  strong, 
and  vengeance- seeking  sons  of  Ireland.  The 
trumpet  that  sounds  the  first  onslau^t  on  our 
national  ranks  will  see  the  greatest  dismember- 
ment of  an  empire  the  world  has  witnessed 
since  the  Goths  demolished  Rome.  One  crown- 
ing reason  for  immediate  union  is  the  diligence 
with  which  British  diplomacy  is  to  this  hoor 
working  to  prevent  it.  Wheace  comes  this 
sudden  zeal  for  confederate  honour  and 
O'Connell's  posthumous  fame — this  nice  dis- 
ci imination  of  living  character — these  appeals 
to  personal  pride  and  pique,  but  from  the  fears 
and  the  interest  of  the  enemy?  If  we  allow 
them  to  prevail  we  deserve  to  remain  slaves  in 
the  hands  of  this  diplomatic  people.     Tbej  set 
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ap  chief  against  chief,  and  we  fiUl  into  their 
miares  like  Hindoos.  They  conDterfeit  mmours 
and  statements,  and  circolate  them  among  as  as 
decoys,  and  we  are  taken  by  such  familiar  bait, 
as  if  we  had  never  seen  it  before.  When  will 
we  learn  to  shun  them  when  they  smile,  to  hate 
them  when  they  praise,  to  distrust  them  when 
they  swear,  to  strike  them  when  they  intrigue, 
to  tru«t  them  only  when  they  denounce  and 
threaten,  to  know  their  true  nature,  and  discover 
the  same  deceitful  enemy  in  every  disguise? 
This  union  is  at  present  indispensable  and  im- 
perative. The  ministers  of  the  empire  prefer  a 
civil  war  to  an  Irish  legislature.  The  base 
aristocracy  of  Ireland  have  declared  for  the 
minister,  and  against  the  soil  by  which  they 
live.  The  Irish  movement  now  becomes  simply 
a  question  of  force  —force  of  will  and  force  of 
organization.  It  has  ceased  to  be  a  debateable 
question,  propagandism,  or  a  demonstration. 
With  petitions,  motions,  resolutions,  and  all 
oratory  of  the  remonstrative  order,  it  is  done  for 
ever.  Does  Ireland  really  will  national  institu- 
tions ?  If  so,  Ireland  must  prepare  herself  to 
assert  them  by  union  and  by  action.  Every 
town,  village,  and  barony  must  have  its  club, 
every  club  its  committee,  every  committee  its 
plan  of  operations  cohering  with  the  general 
policy.  When  this  is  done,  and  Ireland  from 
end  to  end  is  bound  together  by  a  spirit  of 
sympathy  and  cords  of  combination,  it  will  be 
a  feasible  work  to  emancipate  her  from  the 
British  yoke,  and  give  her  whatever  form  of 
government  the  national  will  decrees." 

In  the  seyeral  parts  of  the  article,  the 
writer  states  the  object  and  necessity  of 
xmiou  amongst  themselyes,  and  the 
advantages  that  would  be  derived  in 
attacking  England  in  her  different 
colonies,  and  wherever  her  flag  should 
be  seen  abroad.  As  to  altering  the 
Government  by  the  national  will,  it  was 
proposed  to  be  effected  through  the 
instrumentality  of  armed  clubs  throughout 
the  country ;  and  how  that  could  be  done 
consistently  with  allegiance  to  the  Crown, 
I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  imagine. 

The  next  document  is  a  letter  written 
by  Mr.  Duffy  to  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien.  It 
bears  no  date  but  **  Saturday"  ;  but  you 
will  probably  be  satisfied  that  the  actual 
date  of  the  letter  was  Saturday,  the  17th 
of  June.     The  letter  is  as  follows  : — 

**  My  dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you 
are  about  to  commence  a  series  of  meetings  in 
Munster.  There  is  no  half-way  house  for  you  — 
you  will  be  head  of  the  movement,loyally  obeyed, 
and  the  revolution  will  be  conducted  with  order 
and  clemency ;  or  the  mere  anarchists  will  pre- 
vail with  the  people,  and  our  revolution  will  be 
a  bloody  chaos.  You  have  at  present  Lafay- 
ette's place — so  graphically  painted  by  Lamar- 
tine — and  I  believe  have  fallen  into  Lafayette's 
error,  that  of  not  using  it  to  all  its  extent,  and 
in  all  its  resources.  I  am  perfectly  well  aware 
that  you  don't  desire  to  lead  or  influence  others 
—but  I  believe  with  Lamartine  that  that  feel- 
ing, which  is  a  high  personal  and  civic  virtue, 


is  a  vice  in  revolutions.  One  might  as  well  I 
think,  not  want  to  influence  a  man  who  was 
ffoing  to  walk  on  thawing  ice,  or  to  cross  a 
fordless  ri^'er,  as  not  to  desire  to  keep  men 
right  in  a  political  struggle,  and  to  do  it  with 
might  and  main.  If  I  were  Smith  O'Brien,  I 
would  shape  out  in  my  own  mind,  or  with  such 
counsel  as  I  valued,  a  definite  course  for  the 
revolution,  and  labour  incessantly  to  develop  it 
in  that  way.  For  example,  your  project  of 
obtaining  signatures  to  the  roll  of  the  National 
Guard,  and  when  a  sufficient  number  were  pro- 
cured, and  not  sooner,  calling  the  Council  of  Three 
Hundred,  was  one  I  entirely  relied  upon.  But  it 
has  been  permitted  to  fall  into  disuse,  and  could 
scarcely  be  revived  now.  The  clubs,  however, 
might  take  the  place  of  the  National  Guard, 
and  the  proposal  in  your  letter  on  union  of  a 
definite  number  of  clubs  being  formed  would 
just  suit  as  well,  if  it  were  vigorously  and  syste- 
matically carried  out,  each  Saj  adding  an  item 
to  it,  and  all  the  meu  we  could  influence  em- 
ployed upon  it.  Forgive  me  for  urging  this  so 
anxiously  upon  you,  but  I  verily  believe  the 
hopes  of  the  country  depend  upon  the  manner 
in  which  the  next  two  months  are  used.  There 
is  not  a  town,  in  which  you  could  not  find  a 
band  of  missionaries  to  organize  the  neighbour- 
ing counties ;  every  club  has  its  active  men  fit 
for  this  work ;  and  it  is  only  by  applying  all 
our  force  to  it,  that  we  will  succeed.  With 
best  regards  to  Mrs.  O'Brien,  believe  me,  my 
dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

"  C.  G.  DuFFr." 

This  letter  appears  to  have  been 
called  forth  by  a  letter  of  Mr.  Smith 
O'Brien's,  headed  **  The  Union  of  Re- 
pealers," dated  June  12tb,  and  published 
in  the  Nation  of  June  17th.  [The 
Attorney' General  read  the  letter  in  which 
the  writer  advocated  the  union  of  Ee- 
pealers  of  all  shades  of  opinion,  and  an 
independent  organization  of  at  least  one 
thousand  Repeal  Clubs  throughout  the 
country.]  The  letter  to  Mr.  O'Brien  was 
found  in  his  trunk  upon  his  arrest  at 
Thurles,  and  therefore  I  assume  that  it 
was  written  before  the  month  of  August. 
I  submit  that  it  bears  internal  evidence 
of  having  been  written  in  June  or  July. 
You  will  say  what  was  the  object  of  the  ad- 
vice which  Mr.  Duffy  gave  Mr.  O'Brien  in 
that  letter.  "What  was  the  nature  of  the 
revolution  spoken  of  in  it  P  Was  it  to  be 
effected  through  the  instrumentality  of  a 
National  Guard,  or  armed  clubs,  number- 
ing 300  men  each,  there  being  500  or  1,000 
of  these  clubs  P  If  so,  you  will  have  to 
consider  of  what  description  the  revolu- 
tion was  to  be — whether  it  was  to  be 
consistent  with  a  peaceful  change  in  the 
institutions  of  the  country,  or.  was  the 
letter  an  instigation  to  Mr.  O'Brien  to 
take  the  lead  in  a  treasonable  movement 
against  the  sovereign  P  It  is  a  matter  of 
history  that  at  the  time  Mr.  O^Brien  was 
arrested  he  had  been  engaged  in  a  rebel - 
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lions  and  treasonable  proceeding.  The 
next  document  on  which  the  Crown  rely 
is  in  the  publication  of  the  24th  of 
Juno— 


^IkBLAHD'S   ClPJfcClTT    TO   ASSEBT  HbB 

Indepbndbnce. 

*«  Mr.  Lucas,  of  the  Tablet,  in  a  letter  pub- 
lished in  his  own  paper,  with  his  own  siguature, 
discusses,  with  great  confideoce,  the  question 
whether  Ireland  can  win  her  independence  at 
present,  or  within  any  specific  time ;  and,  after 
a  serious  monologue  on  the  pros  and  cons,  he 
arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  she  posit ively  can 
not.  *  Nothing,*  he  avers,  *  but  a  new  0*Con- 
nell,  or  some  semblance  of  him,  can  enable  her 
to  extort  concessions  in  time  of  peace ;  nothing 
but  a  military  O'Connell  can  enable  her  to 
extort  concessions  by  force  of  arms.'  And  con- 
siderable social  intercourse  with  the  prominent 
Bepealers  indaces  him  to  pronounce,  not  merely 
that  there  is  no  0*Connell  among  them,  but 
that  there  is  not  practical  ability  enough  to 
kindle  into  insurrection  a  population  which  he 
believes  is  as  ready  for  explosion  as  a  hand 
grenade  for  the  fusee. 

**  *  Observe,'  he  says, '  that  I  speak  not  of  one 
set  alone,  but  of  the  whole  body  of  Repeal  chiefs 
with  whom  chance  has  made  me  acquainted. 
Nothing  more  delightful  than  to  live  with 
them,  each  and  all,  and  to  enjoy  their  society  ; 
but  in  difficult  and  stormy  times  nothing  could 
be  more  impossible  than  to  follow  their  guid- 
ance, or  be  obedient  to  their  rule.'  Some 
friends,  who  find  their  equanimity  disturbed  by 
this  confident  damnation  pronounced  against 
the  present  race  of  Irishmen,  demand  to  have  it 
nonced  in  the  Nation,  and  some  cause  shown 
(if  possible)  for  believing  that  the  fate  of  Ire- 
land does  not  depend  entirely  upon  Mr.  Lucas's 
boon  companions,  and  that  she  is  not  denied  all 
hope  of  deliverance  until  that  apocryphal  era 
when  another  O'Connell  is  born,  bred,  matured, 
and  blown  into  a  full-grown  Liberator. 

*<  I  had  uot  originally  intended  to  notice  the 
letter.  Mr.  Lucas  is  profound  in  dogmatic 
theology  and  ecclesiastical  history,  and  a  writer 
of  uncommon  pith  on  every  subject  he  touches ; 
but  I  did  not  rate  his  military  criticism  very 
high.  I  conceived  it  quite  possible  that  had  he 
visited  Vienna,  Milan,  Palermo,  or  Paris,  a  few 
months  ago,  he  would  have  insured  the  stability 
of  the  tyrant  there  with  equal  confidence.  But 
as  judgments  of  this  kind  pronounced  with  so 
much  vigour  and  assurance  are  calculated  to 
disturb  weak  minds  at  home,  and  have  disturbed 
them,  and  are  certain  to  pamper  the  insolent 
and  domineering  spirit  of  England,  it  may  be- 
come a  kind  of  duty  to  show  that,  whether 
successful  insurrection  be  possible  or  otherwise, 
Mr.  Lucas's  reasons  for  believing  it  not  possible 
are  of  no  practical  value.  For  I  am  well  con- 
vinced our  liberty  can  come  by  peaceful  nego- 
tiation only  when  it  is  made  plain  and  incon- 
trovertible that  we  are  able  to  win  it  by  war.  I 
believe  this  is  easily  shown ;  but  J[  undertake 
the  task  with  no  great  relish ;  both  because  all 
Writing  on  such  a  subject  by  one  who  judges 


<  by  the  bookish  theorie  '  is  tolerably  certain  to 
be  lame  and  defective ;  and  because,  as  far  as  it 
may  be  aimed  at  this  English  spirit  of  superior- 
ity, it  will  probably  be  a  spent  shot.  J  have 
great  reliance  on  the  truth  of  a  saying  of 
Thomas  Davis's,  that  Englishmen  will  scarce 
learn  to  think  of  us  with  common  respect  until 
we  have  beaten  them  in  -half-a  dozen  battles. 
At  all  events  we  must  make  it  clear  that  we  are 
not  incapable  of  the  victory.  It  is  in  this  spirit 
I  write. 

*'I  have  left  myself  little  space  to  illustrate 
those  resources  of  the  country  for  a  successful 
guerilla  war  which,  as  I  conceive,  outweigh  the 
imputed  infirmities  of  the  Celtic  character.  But 
I  may  run  rapidly  over  two  or  three.  The 
cheer^  endurance  of  fatigue  is  a  main  requisite. 
It  would  be  liard  to  starve  an  Irish  parish  into 
capitulation.  They  could  subsist  on  half  the 
rations  necessary  for  regular  troops.  With 
frieze,  leather,  linen,  beef,  and  potatoes  (all 
abundant  at  home)  their  commissariat  is  com- 
plete. A  fficility  in  throwing  up  earthworks,  in 
pulling  down  bridges,  in  inundating  roads,  ia 
perforating  walls,  and  the  like,  is  a  second. 
And  here  our  railway  '  navvies,'  the  labourers 
on  Sir  Randolph  Bouth's  *  public  works,'  and 
the  better  class  of  workmen  and  engineers 
trained  in  the  ordnance  survey,  furnish  sappers 
and  miners  ready  made.  Our  knowledge  of 
the  country,  compared  to  the  helpless  ignorance 
of  foreign  soldiers  and  officers,  the  natural 
facilities  of  the  island  for  defence,  its  biOs, 
rivers,  bogs,  and  moantaius,  and  its  artificial 
ditches  and  embankments,  are  all  strong  points 
in  favour  of  the  people.  The  country  is  one 
which  can  be  traversed  only  by  its  public  roads, 
and  a  day  would  render  them  impassable  by 
cavalry  or  artillery.  But  the  new  element  in 
the  struggle  of  most  momentous  consequence 
is  our  Irish  garrison  in  England.  A  war  would 
now  be  conducted,  if  it  Usted  beyond  a  week, 
not  as  a  butchery  of  rebels,  but  as  a  civilized  con- 
test between  two  nations.  England  knows  full 
well  that  any  barbarous  violation  of  the  usages 
of  war  would  be  revenged  on  her  ships,  and  her 
cities,  and  her  colonies,  wherever  her  bloated 
and  sensitive  empire  exists  on  the  earth.  Dis- 
cretion would  make  her  humane,  or  woe  to  the 
modem  *  Bome  of  the  sea.' 

**  To  conclude  these  hasty  comments,  let  me 
repeat  that,  whatever  be  the  probability  of  an 
Irish  revolution,  or  whatever  be  its  chances  of 
success,  no  Irishman  need  despair  of  his  coun- 
try, no  English  minister  need  feel  more  secure 
in  his  despotism,  because  my  friend  of  the 
Tablet  has  turned  Black  Prophet.  His  specu- 
lations are  very  ingenious,  and  presented  in  a 
clear  and  striking  anpect;  but  the  chances  of 
revolution  evade  all  arithmetic.  The  artizans  of 
Paris,  the  students  of  Vienna,  the  unarmed 
burghers  of  Milan,  have  wrought  wonders  no- 
where foretold,  and  out  of  the  range  of  all 
ordinary  foresight  They  reprove  the  audaci^ 
that  would  fix  the  limit  of  popular  power ;  and 
they  strengthen  the  soul  of  strugglmg  nations 
with  the  assurance  that  the  justice  of  their 
cause  equalizes  or  abolishes  the  most  formid- 
able odds. 

C.  G.  D." 
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The  next  artiole  was  oontamed  in  the 
publication  of  the  Ist  of  July,  and  was 
neaded — 

"The  Value  op  ah  Irish  Habykst. 

"There  is  growing  to-day  on  Irish  soil 
80,000,000/.  worth  of  prodace,  by  the  reckon- 
ing of  the  best  accountants.  There  are  beg- 
ging to-day  between  the  hed^rows  that  fence 
in  those  treasures  two  milbons  of  the  Irish 
people ;  there  dwell  next  door  to  beggary  and 
bankruptcy  in  the  towns  and  ports  through 
which  the  vast  hoard  of  wealth,  it  is  said,  must 
be  smuggled  away  before  Christmas  next, 
another  miserable  million. 

"To  our  minds,  if  these  80,000,000/.  were 
boldly  taken  advantage  of,  a  new  foundation  for 
life  might  be  laid  in  Ireland.  Let  us  suppose 
the  thing  about  to  be  tried,  let  us  suppose  a 
thousand  clubs  of  300  men  spread  over  Ireland, 
their  club-rooms  over  against  every  barrack  in 
town  and  country,  their  scouts  spying  through 
every  pass,  their  thousands  battationed  m  every 
city,  their  Irish  League  or  Council  of  three 
hundred  honest,  clear-headed,  and  brave  with 
ffreat  purposes :  what  might  not  a  regeneration 
fund  of  80,000,000/.  be  turned  to  ? 

"Less  than  one  half  of  it  would  feed  the 
people  till  another  harvest  had  forced  its  way 
into  the  light. 

"  It  is  the  opinion,  even  of  English  econo- 
mists, that  one  year's  produce  in  Ireland  is  two 
years'  food.  Upon  the  appropriation  of  this 
first  part  there  could  be  no  quibble,  and  should 
be  tolerated  no  argument.  If  any  man  said 
nay,  and  put  forth  his  hand  upon  the  people's 
food,  their  answer  would  be  the  pike  point  or 
the  buUet." 

The  proposition  made  was,  that  the 
crop  of  the  country  should  be  taken,  and 
be  at  once  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
proposed  legislative  oouncil.  If  that 
can  be  consistent  with  any  legal  or  con- 
stitutional change,  it  certainly  is  be- 
yond my  comprehension.  But  it  is 
within  my  comprehension  that,  if  there 
was  a  provisional  government  or  a 
national  council  formed,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  a  revenue  to  carry  on  the  war 
and  support  their  army,  they  might  find 
it  necessary  to  seize  upon  the  crop,  and 
possess  themselves  of,  and  confiscate  the 
property  of  those  who  were  opposed  to 
them.  But  could  that  be  said  to  be  con- 
sistent with  any  constitutional  agitation, 
or  with  any  constitutional  liberty  ?  The 
article  goes  on — 

"  The  use  of  the  surplus  produce  is  a  legiti- 
mate subject  for  deliberation,  and  will  indeed 
challenge  all  our  economic  knowledge,  seeing 
the  Statistical  Society  and  Dr.  Whately  will 
lend  us  no  light  in  its  distribution.  To  direct 
the  expenditure  of  40,000,000/.  of  money,  to  an 
Irish  government  just  come  to  power,  must  be  a 
tax  of  great  complexity  and  anxiety.  How 
much  of  it  shall  be  diverted  into  the  long  dried 


channels  of  native  trade,  and  how  ?  What  por- 
tion of  it  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  State, 
and  for  what  purposes  ?  What  balance  of  it 
may  go  to  pay  a  fair  rent  to  resident  proprietors, 
and  buy  out  those  who  wish  to  be  quit  of 
Ireland  ?  All  these  will  be  very  vital  and 
primary  considerations.  But,  whereas  the  rental 
of  the  country  is  but  13,000,000/.,  and  its  usual 
imports  of  manufactures  not  very  much  more, 
this  surplus  might  well  be  made  to  cover  all  our 
actual  requirements  from  harvest  to  harvest, 
though,  of  course,  the  mortgagees,  Jews,  and 
absentees  would  suffer  by  the  new  courses  our 
expenditure  would  take. 

"  However,  they  must  suffer.  They  must  be 
dipt  of  their  rack-rents  and  usurious  percent- 
ages, or  the  people  must  die  or  be  banished. 
There  is  no  alternative.  There  must  be  in  Ire- 
land a  social  revolution  or  a  wilderness.  Eng- 
land, Italy,  France,  and  Prussia  all  have  had 
their  peasant  insurrections,  their  revolutions  in 
tenure,  their  wars  for  the  possession  of  the  soil. 
Ireland's  is  at  last  at  hand.  Too  long,  too  long 
has  it  been  delayed,  and  however  quickly  it  may 
be  accomplished,  it  cannot  fully  serve  its  pur- 
pose, since  it  cannot  call  the  dead  to  life.  But 
it  can,  at  least,  preserve  the  survivors.  Come 
it  must,  and  soon,  if  energy,  truth,  and  courage 
survive  among  us.'* 

The  object  expressed  in  the  article 
was  to  seize  upon  the  crop  of  the 
country,  and  do  with  it  as  thev  pleased, 
without  reference  to  the  will  or  the 
rights  of  the  owners.  The  men  who, 
by  honest  industry,  had  realized  pro- 
perty, which  was  in  the  possession  of  ten- 
ants, should  take  whatever  in  the  shape 
of  compensation  those  concerned  in  the 
movement  chose  to  fix,  or  get  the  pike  or 
the  bullet.  Could  those  proceedings  be 
consistent  with  a  peaceful  or  legal 
change  P  or  would  it  be  consistent  with 
the  aescription  of  revolution  meant  by 
the  prisoner  P  In  the  paper  of  the  8th  of 
July  was  a  letter  from  Mr.  T.  F.  Meagher, 
addressed  to  the  members  of  the  Dublin 
clubs,  with  some  observations  from  Mr. 
I^^ffy*  ^Q  reference  to  it  and  adopting 
its  sentiments.  [The  Attorney' General 
then  proceeded  to  read  the  observations 
alluded  to,  relative  to  Mr.  Meagher*e 
letter.] 

Ball,  J.,  observed  that  the  extract  was 
not  in  the  indictment. 

Attorney  -  General  :  No,  because  the 
article  was  of  an  innocent  character,  but 
it  adopted  the  sentiments  expressed  in 
Mr.  Meagher's  letter  to  the  clubs.  The 
allusions  by  Mr.  Duffy,  in  the  article  to 
his  military  correspondents,  refer  to 
writings  of  an  abstract  character,  con- 
taining information  respecting  the  blow- 
ing up  of  bridges,  wooden  artillery, 
&c.,  purporting  to  come  from  correspon- 
dents, showing,  in  addition  to  what  he 
had  mentioned,  how  a  guerilla  warfare 
might   be    carried   on.      Mr.   Meagher's 
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letter  was   a   loDg   one,  and    conclnded 
thus— 

••  Our  object — it  is  simply  this,  to  destroy  the 
English  interest  in  this  country,  root  and 
branch;  to  institute  a  national  government  in 
this  city,  and  by  our  laws  and  arms  to  restore 
the  country,  in  its  full  integrity  and  glory,  to  its 
own  brave  people. 

**  Our  determination—to  do  this  at  any  and 
every  risk. 

«*  Our  faith— that  it  will  be  done.*' 

How  was  that  to  be  effected  tmless  by 
levying  war  a^inst  her  Majesty,  or  de- 
posing her  Majesty  P  It  was  about  the  8th 
of  July  Mr.  Duffy  was  arrested,  and,  unfor- 
tunately for  him,  the  prison  discipline  was 
not  so  strictly  enforced  in  his  regard  as  to 
deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of  publish- 
ing a  long  article,  entitled,  •*  The  Point  of 
Attack,"  which  appeared  in  the  Nation 
on  the  15th  of  July,  and  from  which  the 
following  is  an  extract : — 

•*  Oh,  Ariends,  if  you  would  not  see  our  hopes 
fade  like  a  city  in  the  clouds — if  you  would  not 
scatter  all  that  resolute  manhood,  and  dissipate 
that  noble  courage  and  emulation  (the  highest 
possession  of  a  country)  which  were  growing 
op  amon^t  us  again  (as  a  foretaste  and  assur- 
ance of  liberty),  take  your  stand  here.  Meet 
the  aggression  of  England  by  a  firmer  front  and 
closer  ranks  j  double  and  quadruple  your  power 
and  resources;  plant  your  clubs  thick  from 
shore  to  shore ;  and,  if  no  way  else  is  left,  strike 
with  an  armed  hand  for  the  last  hope  of  the 
Irish  race.  C.  0.  D. 

**  Newgate  Prison.*' 

That  article  bears  internal  evidence  of 
having  been  written  by  Mr.  Duffy  himself. 
It  purports  to  be  written  in  ifewgate ;  it 
is  signed  with  the  prisoner's  initials,  and 
a  copy  of  the  publication,  signed  by  the 
prisoner  himBelf,  was  lodged  in  the  Stamp 
Office.  The  next  is  in  the  Nation  of  the 
22nd  of  July,  which  was  also  published 
while  Mr.  Duffy  was  in  gaol.  It  was 
entitled — 

"*  Casus  Belli.' 

''The  lopg-pending  war  with  England  has 
actually  commenced.  We  have  been  formally 
summoned  to  surrender  at  discretion.  The 
metropolis  and  the  chief  strongholds  of  nation- 
ality  in  the  island  are  audaciously  commanded 
to  deliver  up  their  aims  to  England.  The 
power  of  the  nation  regimejited  into  Bepeal 
Clubs  is  warned  to  disband  itself  without  parley 
or  delay.  Nearly  forty  prisoners  of  all  ranks 
and  conditions,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  public 
enemy  as  hostages  for  the  people,  await  a  sum- 
mary conviction  and  a  trenchant  lentence.  The 
national  press  of  the  capital  has  been  practically 
suppressed — one  section  no  longer  ventures  to 
utter  the  language  of  resistance;  the  other  is 
only  published  by  open  and  advised  defiance  of 
the  Engiioh  authorities.  To  this  pass  the  con- 
test has  come  at  last ;  and  at  this  pass  no  con- 


test can  pause ;  the  final  issue  is  not  far  off. 
The  harvest,  which  we  fondly  hoped  would  ripen 
with  our  ripening  hopes,  will  see  them  already 
crowned  and  consummated,  or  scattered  to  the 
four  winds  like  chaff  before  the  winnow.  May 
Qod  deal  with  the  cause  of  the  people  in  this 
perilous  extremity  according  to  his  justice.  We 
have  borne  our  wrongs  in  silence  till  silenoe 
was  a  sin  and  a  reproach )  and  now  when  we 
are  pricked  to  the  battle,  to  stand  up  for  oar 
very  lives,  in  our  own  land,  we  beseech  the  just 
(rod  that  our  cause  may  prosper  as  far  as  it  is 
pure  and  righteous,  and  no  forther.  It  is  a 
solemn  and  terrible  responsibility  to  advise  a 
nation  to  peril  its  hopes  on  the  battle  field. 
But  it  is  not  the  worst  responsibility.  To  peril 
and  blast  them  without  a  l>attle  field ;  to  permit 
them  to  fall  to  pieces  by  the  fatal  dry-rot  of 
inaction;  to  see  them  lost  without  honour, or 
sympathy,  or  the  chance  of  redemption ;  lost  by 
some  fatal  cowardice  or  incapacity ;  that  is  the 
hell  in  which  there  is  no  consolation.  The 
question  of  peace  or  war  is  not  one  for  Ireland 
to-day.  She  has  already,  in  terms  the  most 
precise  and  deliberate,  proclaimed  a  war  of  in- 
dependence. From  the  popular  tribunes,  in  the 
general  press,  from  the  green  hillside,  in  the 
forum  of  the  crowded  city,  in  the  very  midst  of 
the  foreign  senate  itself,  it  has  been  proclaimed 
in  her  name  that  the  limit  of  endurance  was  at 
hand.  And,  God  is  our  witness,  not  rashly  or 
without  cause.  We  saw  our  people  drop  around 
us  like  men  in  a  plague.  We  know  they  were 
murdered  bv  foreign  dominion  no  less  than  if 
each  pale  victim  had  been  selected  for  the  knife 
of  an  assassin.  We  appealed  to  the  justice  of 
our  rulers,  and  they  were  deaf  or  impotent.  We 
turned  to  the  owners  of  the  soil  of  Ireland,  and, 
forgetting  prejudices  long  cherished  and  well 
fouuded,  we  invoked  their  co-operation.  We 
adjured,  them  to  draw  our  country  from  under 
the  yoke  of  her  unspeakable  slavery ;  and  not 
for  the  democracy  alone,  but  class  by  class  and 
interest  by  interest,  without  peril  to  any.  We 
laboured  with  them  day  after  day  in  committees 
and  councils,  pursuing  this  dazzling  hope,  which 
day  after  day  receded  from  us  like  an  ignis 
fatuus,  I  was  among  the  last  who  despaired  of 
seeing  a  united  nation  on  the  Irish  soil.  Bat 
the  time  came  when  to  hope  it  would  have  been 
madness.  The  time  came  when  it  was  pal- 
pable as  death  that  there  was  no  stay  for  the 
people  against  new  fkmines,  or  against  a  flood 
of  demoralization  a  thousand  times  worse  than 
famine  or  death.  The  aristocracy  in  whom  we 
had  trusted  stood  revealed  as  selfish,  hardened, 
and  unscrupulous — without  chivalry  and  with* 
out  faith.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  we  cast  them 
away,  and  asked  what  other  cure  was  there  for 
our  desperate  malady.  Alas,  what  cure  was 
there  left  but  one  ?  The  remedy  must  still  be 
proportionate  to  the  disease,  and  the  depth  of 
human  suffering  and  degradation  can  only  be 
medicined  by  the  height  of  human  daring  and 
devotion.  We  heard  the  potent  specific  mut- 
tered in  the  musquetry  of  Palermo,  we  heard  it 
again  sounding  in  the  deeper  echo  struck  by  the 
flying  feet  of  ministers  and  of  kings.  It  was 
trumpeted  to  us  from  every  end  of  Europe  in 
the  litany  of  rising  nations,  no  one  of  whom 
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rose  against  its  oppressors  in  rain.  And  then, 
at  length,  with  clear  deliheration,  and  full 
knowledge  of  all  the  perils  and  all  the  responsi- 
bility, bnt  with  assured  faith  in  Gk>d's  provi- 
dence and  the  justice  of  our  cause,  we  hade 
England  choose  speedily  between  concession 
and  the  sword.  We  formally  declared  a  war  of 
independence.  And  now  the  time  is  when  that 
pledge  must  be  promptly  fulfilled,  or  as  formally 
dishonoured.  With  me  war  was  not  a  natural 
or  instinctive  resource ;  I  accepted  it  only  as 
the  last  alternative ;  but  I  accepted  it  without 
reservation.  I  counted  upon  resisting  at  the 
first  point  where  further  delay  would  auench 
the  airdour  of  the  people.  I  knew  well  that 
there  were  limits  to  their  patience — for  they  had 
been  betrayed.  That  a  certain  point  passed, 
thousands  of  brave  men  would  fly  from  the 
country  in  despair — that  our  self-reHance  would 
die  out  like  the  setting  son,  in  a  single  hour ; 
that  the  obscene  vermin  who  had  grown  fat  on 
oar  misery  would  re-appear  and  a  new  reign  of 
fraud  begin,  a  thousand  times  more  hopeless 
than  the  first.  If  that  hour  is  at  hand,  or  if 
ever  it  shall  come,  may  I  not  stand  upon  Irish 
soil  to  see  it  The  knell  of  our  hopes  is  the 
saddest  sound  I  can  ever  hear,  though  the  jadge 
and  the  jury  that  await  me  should  do  the  will 
of  England  without  conscience  and  without 
mercy.  C.  G.  D. 

**  Newgate  Prison." 

In  the  same  newspaper,   the  22nd  of 
July,  was  an  article  headed— 

"  *  The  Uoub  op  Destint.'  (a) 

« The  last  plank  has  now,  indeed,  been 
shivered  to  which  we  clung  witl^  such  despairing 
faith ;  the  last  drop  added  to  the  full  cup  of 
insult  and  misery,  and  it  has  overflowed.  Men 
of  Ireland,  the  hour  of  trial  and  deliverance  has 
at  last  been  struck  by  Providence.  Calmly  con- 
template all  that  God,  humanity,  and  your  out- 
raged country  now  demand  of  you,  and  then 
resolutely  dare,  heroically  conquer,  or  bravely 
die.  What  have  you  to  fear?  Nothing  in 
heaven,  for  you  are  justified  before  God.  You 
may  kneel  by  year  lifted  battle  flag,  and  call 
him  to  witness  how  you  have  patiently  endured 
every  wrong— suffered,  unrevenged,  every  in- 
famy— and  sought  redress  only  with  streaming 
eyes  and  clasped  hands,  and  passionate  prayers 
for  justice ! — justice  I  That  cry  has  gone  up  to 
heaven  and  entered  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord 
of  Sabaoth,  but  it  could  not  melt  the  heart  of  ' 
man.  We  appeal  to  God,  then,  in  the  day  of  ' 
battle  ;  we  claim  his  vengeance  for  our  wrongs,  , 
for  has  he  not  said,  *  Vengeance  is  mine,  I  will 
repay,  saith  the  Lord  *  7  Do  you  fear  the  judg- 
ment of  men?  Look  round  the  earth — every 
nation  cheers  you  on  with  words  of  hope,  and 
sympathy,  and  encouragement.  Uplift  your 
battle  flag,  and  from  the  two  hemispheres,  and 
from  across  the  two  oceans,  not  words  alone, 
but  brave  hearts  and  armed  hands  will  come  to 


(a)  This  and  the  following  article,  "  Jacta 
Alea  Est,**  were  written  by  Miss  Elgee,  after- 
wards wife  of  Sir  William  Wilde,  who  had  con- 
tributed to  the  Nation  under  the  name  of 
8peranza ;  see  below,  p.  948. 


aid  you.  Ireland  !  Ireland !  it  is  no  petty  in- 
surrection— no  local  quarrel — no  party  triumph 
that  summons  you  to  the  field.  The  destinies 
of  the  world — the  advancement  of  the^human 
race  —  depend  now  on  your  courage  and 
success ;  for,  if  you  have  courage,  success  must 
follow.  Tyranny,  and  despotism,  and  injustice, 
and  bigotry,  are  gathering  together  the  chains 
which  have  been  flung  off  by  every  other  nation 
of  Europe,  and  are  striving  to  bind  them  npon 
us  —the  ancient,  brave,  free  Irish  people.  It  is 
a  holy  war  to  which  we  are  callcKl — a  war 
against  all  that  is  opposed  to  justice,  and  happi- 
ness, and  freedom.  Conquer,  and  tyranny  ia 
subdued  for  ever." 

At  the  time  this  was  published  by  Mr. 
Duffy t  he  was  in  custody  under  a  charge  of 
having  published  the  previous  articles.  It 
appears  tome  that  at  the  time  these  articles 
were  pablished,  no  human  being  could 
doubt  the  object  and  meaning  of  them  or 
the  previous  articles.  He  made  a  formal 
announcement  to  the  people  that  the 
time  for  war  had  arrived;  and  it  would 
seem  that  he  had  in  his  own  mind  a  con- 
sciousness that  he  had  put  himself  beyond 
the  pale  of  the  law,  and  that  he  was 
determined  at  any  risk  to  share  the  for- 
tunes of  those  who  were  about  embarking 
in  the  wild  scheme  which  followed.  It 
would  ap{>ear  that  he  had  a  fixed  deter« 
minabion  in  his  mind  to  do  eyerjthing  to 
advance  their  object.  He  actually  stated 
that  the  war  had  commenced,  in  an 
article  which  was  more  like  the  hostile 
manifesto  of  an  invading  army  than  the 
publication  of  a  subject  maintaining  a 
particle  of  loyalty  to  his  sovereign. 
Another  portion  of  the  same  article  was 
in  these  words — 

•*Rise,  then,  men  of  Ireland,  since  Provi- 
dence so  wills  it.  Rise  in  your  cities  and  your 
fields,  on  your  hills,  in  your  valleys,  by  your 
dark  mountain  passes,  by  your  rivers  and 
lakes,  and  ocean-washed  shores.  Rise  as  a 
nation,  England  has  dissevered  the  bond  of 
allegiance.  Rise,  not  now  to  demand  justice 
from  a  foreign  kingdom,  but  to  make  Ireland  an 
independent  kingdom  for  ever.  It  is  no  light 
task  God  has  appointed  you.  It  is  a  work  of 
trial  and  temptation.  You  have  to  combat 
injustice,  therefore  you  must  yourself  be  just. 
You  have  to  overthrow  a  despot  power,  but  you 
must  establish  order,  not  suffer  anarchy.  Re- 
member it  is  not  against  individuals,  or  parties, 
or  sects,  you  wage  war,  but  against  a  system. 
Overthrow;  have  no  mercy  on  that  system. 
Down  with  it,  down  with  it,  even  to  the 
ground  ;  but  show  mercy  to  the  individuals  who 
are  but  the  instruments  of  that  system.  Yoo 
look  npon  a  land — your  own  land — trodden 
down  and  trampled  on,  and  insulted,  and  on  a 
persecuted,  despairing  people.  It  is  your  right 
arm  must  raise  up  that  trampled  land — must 
make  her  again  beautiful  and  stately,  and  rich 
in  blessings.  Elevate  that  despairing  people, 
and  make  them  free  and  happy,  but  teach  them 
to  be  majestic  in  their  force,  generous  in  their 
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clemencj,  noble  in  their  triumph.  I^  is  a  holy 
mission.  Holy  must  be  your  motives  and  your 
acts  if  you  would  fulfil  it.  Act  as  if  your  souPs 
salvation  hung  on  each  deed— and  it  will,  for 
we  stand  already  within  the  shadows  of  eter- 
nity. For  us  is  the  combat,  but  not  for  us,  per- 
haps, the  triumph.  Many  a  noble  heart  will  lie 
cold,  many  a  throbbing  pulse  be  stilled,  ere  the 
cry  of  victory  will  arise.  It  is  a  solemn 
thought  that  now  is  the  hour  of  destiny  when 
the  fetters  of  seven  centuries  may  at  last  be 
broken,  and  by  you,  men  of  this  generation — by 
you,  men  of  Ireland.  Vou  are  God's  instru- 
ments, many  of  you  must  be  freedom's  martyrs. 
Oh  !  be  worthy  of  the  name ;  and  as  yon  act  as 
men,  as  patriots,  and  as  Christians,  so  will  the 
blessing  rest  upon  your  head  when  you  lay  it 
down  a  saciifice  for  Ireland  upon  the  i^  battle 
field." 

Ton  are  all  aware  that  in  the  inter- 
val between  the  2l8t  and  the  29th  of  July, 
rebellion  was  actually  raging  through 
the  land;  and  that  an  outbreak  hsid 
taken  place  in  the  county  of  Tipperary, 
with  tne  circumstances  and  result  of 
which  everyone  is  perfectly  familiar. 
During  this  period  Mr.  Duffy  continued 
the  publication  in  his  newspaper  of 
articles  of  a  most  treasonable  nature. 
It  was  presumed  that  a  similar  course 
would  in  all  probability  be  pursued  in  his 
paper  of  the  29th  of  July;  but  the 
Government  were  anxious  to  prevent  the 
circulation  of  that  paper;  and  therefore 
authority  was  given  to  the  police  to  keep 
a  watch  at  the  office  in  which  the  Nation 
was  printed,  and  prevent  its  circulation 
through  the  country.  Accordingly,  im- 
mediately after  the  printing  of  the  paper, 
and  after  its  legal  and  actual  publication, 
its  circulation  was  stopped.  The  circum- 
stances were  these :  Mr.  Duffy  was  him- 
self in  Newgate  ;  the  printing  was  carried 
on  through  the  instrumentality  of  others; 
and  the  printing  of  the  paper  of  the  28th 
was  completed,  and  some  thousand  copies 
of  it  were  actually  struck  off  by,  and 
in  the  presence  of,  a  number  of  the  work- 
men employed  by  Mr.  Duffy,  I  submit 
that,  in  point  of  law,  this  amounted  to  a 
publication  of  the  paper,  which  was 
printed  under  the  authority  and  direction 
of  the  prisoner  himself;  for  it  will  be 
proved  that  some  of  the  articles,  and  I 
may  say  the  most  violent  of  them,  pub- 
lished in  the  paper  of  the  29th,  were 
actually  written  by  Mr.  Duffy  himself. 
Amongst  the  manuscripts  that  were  seized 
by  the  police  at  the  time  they  put  a  stop 
to  the  circulation  of  the  paper,  there  was 
a  portion  of  the  manuscript  of  the 
**  Tocsin  of  Ireland,"  which  appears  to  be 
in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Duffy,  I  submit 
that,  in  point  of  law,  the  printing  of  this 
paper  amounted  to  an  actual  publication ; 
but  whether  it  did  or  not,  there  are  other 
counts  in  the  indictment  in  which  it  is 


charged  that  these  articles  were  printed 
for  tne  purpose  of  being  published.  One 
of  these  articles  was  the  *'  Tocsin  of  Ire- 
land," a  considerable  portion  of  which 
is  set  forth  in  the  indictment.  It  is  as 
follows : — 

"Thb  Tocsin  of  Irbland. 
''Ireland  is,  perhaps,  at  this  hour  in  arms 
for  her  rights;  in  arms  for  the  rights  so 
patiently  solicited,  so  perversely  refused,  so 
tyrannically  trampled  upon,  while  one  fragment 
of  them  remained  —  the  rights  which  she 
sought  in  vain  to  purchase  with  her  tears, 
which  she  springs  up  at  last  to  purchase  with 
her  heart's  blood  only  when  the  sacred  charter 
of  manhood,  without  which  our  life  is  lower 
than  the  dog's  or  the  slave's,  is  trampled  under 
the  feet  of  her  foreign  lords.  It  is  her  last  re- 
source ;  long  evaded,  long  postponed ;  the 
bitter  cup  which  Heaven  would  not  permit  to 
pass  away  from  her.  And  now,  in  the  face  of 
Europe,  in  the  face  of  America,  in  the  &ce  of 
our  kindred,  our  race,  and  our  nation — in  the 
face  of  the  great  Creator  of  us  all — we  declare 
that  this  war  is  just  and  necessary,  that  men 
may  enter  upon  it  with  a  free  conscience,  and  a 
full  ansurance  that  it  is  Heaven's  work.  Arise, 
then,  brave  comrades !  since  it  must  be  so. 
The  finest  soul  is  now  the  wisest  and  best. 
This  is  the  hour  when  individual  manhood  is 
worth  all  the  arts  and  science  of  diplomacy. 
Whoso  will  strike  fearlessly  at  the  right  hour  is 
a  deliverer  and  a  king.  The  destiny  of  a  nation, 
the  hopes  of  mankind,  to-day  ask  but  the  heart  of 
Sicily  beating  in  the  breast  of  Jreland.  Come, 
I  then,  dear  friends,  by  our  love  of  the  old  land,  by 
the  stern  memory  of  our  wrongs,  without  redress 
and  without  hope,  save  in  our  own  courage,  come 
and  rally  round  the  green  banner  wheresoever  it 
floats.  We  are  the  millions  and  irresistible. 
They  are  but  the  units,  to  be  scattered  before  us 
like  the  single  hunter  before  the  whole  forest  at 
bay.  For  in  our  noble  cause  every  man  has  a  part 
and  an  interest ;  every  village  is  a  depdt,  every 
hand  is  an  ally,  every  stick,  every  stone,  is  a 
weapon.  They  can  stand  before  us  no  more 
than  the  grass  before  the  lava — the  brushwood 
against  the  avalanche.  Be  bold  and  true,  and 
one  moon  will  not  swell  and  fade  till  the  battle 
is  won — won  for  us,  and  our  children,  and  pos- 
terity for  ever — won  for  all  the  races  scattered 
over  that  wide  desert  of  sordid  tyranny  upon 
which  the  sun  never  sets.  There  is  no  neudnl- 
ity  now.  You  must  choose  your  side,  and 
choose  quickly.  If  you  love  famine,  stripes, 
and  dishonour,  if  yon  are  prepared  to  abandon 
your  arms  and  your  liberty,  join  the  red  ranks 
of  England;  if  you  love  justice,  if  your  heart 
warms  at  the  memories  of  the  dear  land,  if  it 
swells  with  the  hope  of  her  deliverance  and  her 
glory,  God  bless  you,  your  side  is  with  your 
country — your  side  is  beneath  the  green  banner 
of  Ireland.  Let  no  man  who  has  stimulated 
this  quarrel  by  word  or  deed,  presume  to  bold 
back  now.  If  he  does  he  is  dishonoured  and 
accursed. 

** '  Earth  is  not  deep  enough  to  hide 
The  coward  slave  who  turns  aside ; 
Hell  is  not  hot  enough  to  scathe 
The  traitor  knave  who'd  break  his  faith.' 
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'*  If  we  fail — if  oar  success  is  not  instantaue- 
ous  and  overwhelming — the  shame  will  lie  with 
men  pledged  to  the  cause,  or  secretly  devoted  to 
it,  but  who  hold  back  at  the  right  minute  for 
action.  And  verily  they  will  have  their  reward. 
If  this  cause  perish,  no  cowardice,  no  caution 
will  save  them.  Disgrace  will  dog  them  to  the 
death.  Dishonour  will  sit  like  a  household 
fiend  on  their  hearths.  They  will  be  a  bye-word 
of  scorn ;  and  men  wUl  point  their  fingers  at 
them  till  the  grave  covers  them  and  the  worms 
prey  upon  them." 

I^he  above  extract  is  the  portion  on 
which  I  rely  to  substantiate  the  charge 
brought  against  Mr.  Duffy^  and  it  will 
be  proved  that  the  concluding  parts  of  it 
were  written  by  him.  In  the  same  paper 
was  the  following  article,  entitled — 

"' Jacta  Alba  Est.' 
"  The  Irish  nation  has  at  length  decided.  Eng- 
land has  done  us  one  good  service  at  last.  Her 
recent  acts  have  taken  away  the  last  miserable 
pretext  for  passive  submission.  She  has 
justified  us  before  the  world,  and  ennobled  the 
timid,  humble  supplication  of  a  degraded,  in- 
sulted people,  into  the  proud  demand  for  inde- 
pendence by  a  resolved,  prepared,  and  fearless 
nation.  Now,  indeed,  were  the  men  of  Ireland 
cowards,  if  this  moment  for  retribution,  combat, 
and  victory  were  to  pass  by  unemployed.  It 
finds  them  slaves,  but  it  would  leave  them  in- 
fiunous.  Oh,  for  a  hundred  thousand  muskets 
glittering  brightly  in  the  light  of  heaven,  and 
the  monumental  barricades  stretching  across 
each  of  our  noble  streets,  made  desolate  by 
England— circling  round  that  doomed  castle, 
made  infamous  by  England—  where  the  foreign 
tyrant  has  held  his  council  of  treason  and 
iniquity  against  our  people  and  our  country  for 
seven  hundred  years.  Courage  rises  with 
danger,  and  heroism  with  resolve.  Does  not 
our  breath  come  freer,  each  heart  beat  quicker 
in  these  rare  and  grand  moments  of  human  life, 
when  all  doubt,  and  wavering,  and  weakness  are 
cast  to  the  winds,  and  the  soul  rises  majestic 
over  each  petty  obstacle — each  low,  selfish  con- 
sideration— and,  flinging  off  the  fetters  of  preju- 
dice, bigotry,  and  egotism,  bounds  forward  into 
a  higher,  divinest  life  of  heroism  and  patriot- 
ism—-defiant  as  a  conqueror,  devoted  as  a 
martyr,  omnipotent  as  a  deity.  We  appeal  to  the 
whole  Irish  nation — is  there  any  man  amongst  us 
who  wishes  to  take  one  further  step  on  the  base 
path  of  sufferance  and  slavery  ?  Is  there  any 
one  man  who  thinks  that  Ireland  has  not  been 
sufficiently  insulted,  that  Ireland  has  not  been 
sufficiently  degraded  in  her  honour  and  her 
right*,  to  justSy  her  now  in  fiercely  turning 
upon  her  oppressor  ?  No,  a  man  so  infiimous 
cannot  tread  the  earth ;  or,  if  he  does,  the  voice 
of  the  coward  is  stifled  in  the  clear,  wild,  ringing 
shout  that  flies  from  hill  to  hill,  that  echoes 
from  sea  to  sea,  that  peals  from  the  lips  of  an 
uprisen  nation — *We  must  be  free.'  In  the 
name,  then,  of  your  trampled,  insulted  country — 
in  the  name  of  all  heroic  virtues,  of  all  that 
makes  life  illustrioun  or  death  divine — ^in  the 
name  of  your  starved,  your  exiled,  your  dead ; 
by    your    martyrs    in   prison  cells  and  felon 


chains ;  in  the  name  of  God  and  man  ;  by  the 
listening  earth  and  the  watching  heaven,  I  call 
on  you  to  make  this  aspiration  of  your  souls  a 
deed.  Even  as  you  read  these  weak  words  of 
a  heart  that  yet  palpitates  with  an  enthusiasm 
as  heroic  as  your  own,  and  your  breast  heaves 
and  your  eyes  grow  dim  with  tears  as  the 
memory  of  Ireland's  wrongs  rushes  upon  your 
soul — even  now  lift  up  your  right  hand  to  heaven 
and  swear — swear  by  your  undying  soul,  by  your 
hopes  of  immortality,  never  to  ky  down  your 
arms,  never  to  cease  hostilities  till  you  regene- 
rate and  save  this  fallen  land.  Who  dares  to 
say  he  will  not  follow  when  O'Brien  leads? 
Or  who  amongst  you  is  so  abject  that  he  will 
grovel  in  the  squalid  misery  of  his  hut,  or  be 
content  to  be  flung  from  the  ditch  side  into  the 
living  tomb  of  the  poorhouse,  rather  than 
charge  proudly  like  brave  men  and  free  men, 
with  that  glorious  young  Meagher  at  their  head, 
upon  the  hired  mercenaries  of  their  enemies  ? 
One  bold,  one  decisive  move.  One  instant  to 
take  breath,  and  then  a  rising ;  a  rush,  a  charge, 
from  north,  south,  east,  and  west  upon  the 
English  garrison,  and  the  land  is  ours.  Do 
your  eyes  flash— do  your  hearts  throb  at  the 
prospect  of  having  a  country  ?  For  you  have 
had  no  country.  You  have  never  felt  the 
pride,  the  dignity,  the  majesty  of  indepen- 
dence. You  could  never  lift  up  your  head 
to  heaven  and  glory  in  the  name  of  Irishman, 
for  all  Europe  read  the  brand  of  slave  upon 
your  brow." 

The  article  is  a  very  long  one,  and  it 
would  occupy  too  much  time  to  read  it  in 
full.  It  points  to  the  fact  that  0*Brien 
and  Meaglier  were  at  the  head  of  a  move- 
ment directed  against  the  authority  of 
the  Queen;  refers  to  the  occurrences  at 
PariSf  Yienna,  and  other  cities ;  and  in- 
cites the  Irish  people  to  engage  in  the 
treasonable  war  which  was  to  be  carried 
on  in  this  country.  There  was  another 
paragraph  in  the  same  paper  assuring 
Mr.  Duffy's  friends  that,  although  in  con- 
finement, he  was  in  good  health,  and  ex- 
pected ere  long  to  meet  them  under  a 
Kreen  banner  to  fight  for  his  country's  in- 
dependence. Although  it  was  alleged 
that  he  was  unable  to  send  letters  from 
Newgate,  yet  it  is  evident  that  he  must 
have  got  some  of  his  friends  to  smuggle 
out  of  the  prison  articles  which  he  had 
written  for  publication  in  the  Nation ; 
because,  as  I  have  already  stated,  it  will 
be  proved  that  the  manuscript  of  one  of 
the  articles  was  in  Mr.  Duffy* s  hand- 
writing. I  have  now  gone  through  those 
several  articles  which  will  constitute 
the  principal  evidence  that  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  jurv.  They  were  published 
in  a  paper  of  which  Mr.  Diiffy  was  pro- 
prietor, printer,  and  publisher.  Several 
of  the  articles  purport  to  have  been 
written  by  Mr.  Duffy  himself,  his  initials 
**  C.  G.  D."  appearing  at  the  foot  of  them  ; 
and  one  only  purports  to  have  been 
written  by  Mr.  Meagher ;  but  it  was  pub- 
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lished  by  Mr.  Duffy  and  adopted  by  him 
in  an  editorial  article,  to  which  his  signa- 
tare  was  affixed.  If  I  am  not  mistaken 
in  the  import  which  I  give  to  those 
articles,  or  if  I  can  show  that  there  was 
m  settled  determination  in  the  mind  of 
Mr.  Duffy,  such  as  the  Crown  assigns  to 
it,  it  will  clearly  be  your  duty  to  find  a 
Terdict  against  the  prisoner.  Of  coarse, 
if  I  am  mistaken — if,  looking  to  those 
articles  in  their  ordinary  sense,  you  can 
put  an  innocent  meaning  upon  them — 
you  will  adopt  a  different  course,  and 
return  a  verdict  of  **  Not  Guilty."  You 
are  not  to  give  any  overstrained  con- 
struction to  those  articles;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  your  duty  to  consider 
the  circumstances  under  wmch  they  were 
written,  and  the  object  they  had  in  view — 
whether  they  were  actuated  by  some 
harmless  or  foolish  idea,  or  by  a  desire  to 
excite  in  the  country  a  feeling  of  dissatis- 
faction, and  to  induce  people  to  join  in 
the  outrage  which  was  subsequently  at- 
tempted to  be  perpetrated.  On  the  whole, 
I  leave  the  case  in  your  hands,  totally  un- 
influenced by  any  personal  feeling  what- 
ever; and  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  any  result  you  may  come  to,  for  you 
are  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide  upon  the 
matter. 

Ball,  J.,  informed  the  jury  that  they 
could  not  return  to  their  respective 
homes,  but  should  place  themselves 
under  the  care  of  the  sheriff",  who  would 
provide  them  with  suitable  accommoda- 
tion. 

Bailiffs  were  then  sworn  to  keep  the 
jurora  from  communicating  with  any 
person  ;  after  which,  they  were  conveyed 
in  cars  to  the  Sbelbume  Hotel,  Stephen's 
Green. 

Friday,  February  16th. 

Evidence  yor  the  Crown. 

Charles  Vernon — Examined  by  the 

Attorney'  General. 

Registrar  of  Newspapers  in  the  Stamp 

Office.    Produced  the  original  declaration, 

signed  by  the  prisoner  as  publisher  and 

proprietor  of  the  Naiion,  dated  August  8th, 

1844,  pursuant  to  3  &  4  Will.  4.  c.  76,  and 

also  an  attested  copy  of  such  declaration. 

Also  produced  from  the  Stamp  Office  copies 

of  the  Nation  of  June  3rd,  l7th.  24th,  and 

July  Sthf  15th,  and  22nd,  which  bore  the 

signature  of  the  prisoner.    Witness  also 

stated  he  believed  the  letter  to  Mr.  Smith 

O'Brien,    a    manuscript    headed     **  The 

end  of  the  Tocsin  of  Ireland,* '  and  a  notice 

to  correspondents  {produced),  to  be  in  the 

prisoner's  writing. 

Cross-examined  by  Butt, 
What  opportunities  had  you  of  knowing 
Mr.  Duffy  t  handwriting  P — In  March  last 


I  found  some  of  the  copies  sent  to  the 
Stamp  Office  were  not  signed  by  him.  I 
took  them  to  D'Olier  Street,  and  got  him 
to  sign  them  in  my  presence.  I  have 
kept  watch  on  his  handwriting  ever  since. 

In  farther  cross-examination,  witness 
stated  that  on  O'Doherty'e  trial  he  had 
denied  ever  having  made  a  mistake  about 
Duffy* $  writing,  but  on  WUliarM*8  trial  he 
had  admitted  that  this  was  incorrect,  as  in 
the  interval  between  the  two  trials  he 
discovered  that  be  had  made  a  mistake  on 
Duffy's  trial  for  libel  in  1846.  In  O'Con- 
neWi  case  in  1844  he  had  not  attempted  to 
identify  Duffy's  handwriting.  Duffy  was 
required  to  sign  a  copy  of  each  issue  as 
printer  and  publisher. 

WUliam  JUowe  confirmed  the  last  witness 
as  to  Duffy's  handwriting ;  had  frequently 
seen  him  write  in  the  Nation  printing 
office. 

A  Juror  (Bwhe) :  Had  not  Mr.  Duffy 
a  clerk  in  his  office  named  FuUamf— 
Yes. 

Does  he  write  like  Mr.  Duffy  ? — ^No,  he 
forms  his  characters  diflfereutly. 

Cross-examined  by  Butt. 

Witness  stated  that  he  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  office  of  Mr.  Coffey,  of  ihe 
Monitor  newspaper,  who  formerly  printed 
the  Nation  for  Mr.  Duffy  by  contract.  The 
office  of  the  Nation  was  wholly  distinct 
from  that  of  the  Monitor,  but  there  was 
a  room  set  apart  for  Mr.  Duffy  at  the 
Monitor  office,  where  on  the  night  of  pub- 
lication he  usually  looked  over  proofs. 
It  was  there  he  saw  Mr.  Duffy  write.  The 
witness  was  cross-examined  at  lenfi^h  as 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  he  left 
Mr.  Coffey's  employment,  and  a  letter  was 
read  asking  that  he  should  not  be  dis- 
missed, and  stating  that  he  had  nothing 
to  say  in  his  own  justification.  He  had  a 
house  from  Mr.  Duffy,  and  left  without 

?aying  his  rent,  but  arranged  with  Mr. 
Duffy's  clerk  to  leave  two  or  three  hun- 
dredweight of  type  behind. 

Mr.  Duffy :  It  is  the  first  I  ever  heard 
of  it. 

He  had  since  been  charged  in  Glasgow 
with  embezzling  paper.  He  paid  for 
the  paper,  and  the  charge  was  with- 
drawn. He  had  become  insolvent  there. 
He  had  attended  at  the  Clonmel  trials,  and 
received  a  pound  a  day  for  his  expenses. 
He  was  receiving  that  now.  He  last  saw 
Mr.  Dwjfy  write  in  1845. 

John  BuUer  confirmed  the  previous  wit- 
nesses. The  signature  of  July  Ist  was 
somewhat  different  to  the  others. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  (7.  O'LoghUn. 

It  is  five  years  since  I  saw  Mr.  Duffy 
write.     Three  months  ago  I  was  talkin£ 
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to  a  gentleman  at  the  Castle  when  Mr. 
Bae,  Mr.  Kemmis*8  clerk,  walked  up,  and 
asked  if  Mr.  Duffy  had  not  been  a  tenant 
of  mine,  and  if  I  knew  his  handwriting. 
I  said  I  did.  He  showed  me  the  document 
containing  the  end  of  the  **  Tocsin  of 
Ireland."  I  said  it  was  Mr.  Duffy's 
handwriting.  **  Then,"  saidMr.Eoe,  *'  you 
go  to  Clonmel  to-night."  Mr.  Duffy  was 
a  tenant  of  mine.  I  received  two  notes 
from  him,  one  in  the  summer  of  18^,  and 
the  other  in  September  1845. 

A  Juror  (Burke) :  I  believe  yoa  are  in 
the  employ  of  the  Government  P — I  don't 
care  for  any  Government. 

Burke:  So  much  the  better  for  you. 
God  keep  us  all  so. 

A  Juror:  Coul4  you  prove  the  hand- 
writing of  every  tenant  you  had  five  years 
ago  ? — Decidedly  not.  The  gentleman  at 
the  bar  writes  a  peculiar  hand.  I  after- 
wards looked  very  carefully  at  the  two 
notes. 

Ball,  J. :  Was  it  from  any  doubt  you 
entertained  that  you  looked  at  these  docu- 
ments?— No,  but  to  convince  myself,  to 
make  myself  better  acquainted  with  the 
handwriting.  I  have  not  got  them  now. 
I  gave  them  to  a  child,  and  saw  him  burn 
them,  in  October  last.  I  didn't  go  to 
Clonmel.  I  went  off  and  got  out  of  the 
way,  and  kept  quietly  until  the  trials  were 
over.  I  appear  here  with  great  reluc- 
tance. 

Evidence  regarding  the  portmanteau 
in  which  the  prisoner's  letter  to  Smith 
O'Brien  was  found  was  then  given  as  in 
Smith  O'Brien's  case,  (a) 

Thomas  N,  Redington — Examined  by  the 
Attorney-  General. 

Under-Secretary  to  the  Lord  Ineuten- 
cunt.  Confirmed  the  evidence  of  the  other 
witnesses  as  to  opening  the  portmanteau. 

Cross-examined  by  Buit 
I  saw  several  letters  in  the  portman- 
teau. I  dare  say  I  read  at  least  half-a- 
dozen  others.  I  selected  this  particular 
letter  because  it  struck  me  it  had  some 
connection  with  the  recent  outbreak. 
There  were  among  the  papers  letters 
having  reference  to  debates  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  also  many  documents  of 
a  private  nature.  To  judge  of  the  general 
character  of  the  papers,  they  appeared  to 
me  to  run  over  a  good  many  years.  The 
letter  to  Mr.  O'Brien  appeared  to  me  to 
be  the  only  important  document  in  the 
trunk. 

Thomas  Henry  Burke  confirmed  the  last 
witness,  and  spoke  to  handing  over  the 
other  papers  found  in  the  trunk,  by  Mr. 

(a)  See  above,  p.  1. 


Bfedvngton's  directions,  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Metropolitan  Police. 

The  Attorney- General  proposed  to  read 
the  letter  to  Smith  O'Brien. 

Sir  0.  O'Loghlen :  There  is  no  evidence 
that  this  letter  was  written  by  the  prisoner 
after  the  passing  of  11  &  12  Vict.,  as 
charged  in  the  overt  act. 

The  Attorney- General  put  in  the  pri- 
soner's statutory  declaration  that  he  was 
sole  proprietor,  printer,  and  publisher  of 
the  Nat%on,  also  the  Nation  of  June  17th, 
in  which  was  published  a  letter  dated 
Jane  12th,  and  purporting  to  be  written 
by  Smith  O'Brien  to  T.  M.  Halpin,  secre- 
tary to  the  Irish  Confederation. 

Butt  objected  that  the  statutory  de- 
claration did  not  make  the  newspaper 
evidence  against  the  proprietor  of  the 
facts  stated  in  its  columns. 

Ball,  J.:  The  declaration  is  primd 
facie  evidence  of  all  matters  and  things 
contained  in  it;  this  letter  may  read  to 
show  that  there  was  such  a  letter  of  Mr. 
O'Brien's  as  that  referred  to  in  Mr.  Duffy's 
letter. 

The  Attorney  -  General  read  Smith 
O'Brien's  letter  in  the  Nation,  and  argued 
that  Mx,  Duffy  s  letter  clearly  referred  to  it. 

Sir  C7.  0  Loghlen  objected  that  the 
Crown  were  not  entitled  to  read  Mr, 
Duffy's  letter  in  evidence.  Even  suppos- 
ing that  it  referred  to  the  letter  pubhsned 
in  the  Nation,  there  was  no  evidence  that 
both  were  not  written  before  the  passing 
of  11  <fc  12  Vict.  c.  12.,  under  which  the 
indictment  was  framed. 

Ball,  J. :  The  Crown  contend  that,  in- 
asmuch as  the  letter  published  in  the 
Nation  purports  to  be  on  union,  and  sug- 
gests a  definite  number  of  clubs,  it  is  the 
letter  referred  to  in  Mr.  Duffy's  letter.  If 
so,  it  is  conclusive  on  the  matter  of  fact, 
that  Mr.  Duffy's  letter  was  written  after 
the  other,  and  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act. 

The  Attorney- General  read  Mr.  Duffy's 
letter  to  Smith  0'Brien,{a) 

Robert  Gemon — Examined  by 
Serjeant  O'Brien. 

Policeman.  On  Friday,  the  28th  of 
July,  went  to  the  printing  office  of  the 
Nation  in  Sackville  Place,  and  seized  a 
quantity  of  newspapers  and  types,  and  a 
copy  of  the  Nation  dated  July  29th  {pro- 
duced). Nearly  a  cartload  of  numliers  of 
the  same  paper  were  seized ;  some  were 
only  partly  printed.  There  were  18  men 
in  the  machine  room. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  0.  O'Loghlen. 

There  is  a  police  barrack  next  door  to 
the  printing    office    in    Sackville   Place. 


(a)  See  above,  p.  877. 
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Saperintendent  McCarthy  was  with  ns 
when  we  made  the  seizure.  It  was  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  day.  Mr.  Duffy  was 
not  there.  The  type  was  brought  in  a 
dray  to  the  Castle.  I  brought  a  quantity 
of  manuscripts  the  same  night  from  the 
police  station  to  the  Castle. 

Oeorge  0*MaUeij — Examined  by  Pltmkei. 
Policeman.  Accompanied  the  last  wit- 
ness to  the  Nation  printing  office,  on 
July  28th;  found  a  large  quantity  of 
manuscripts  there,  and  brought  the  news- 
papers and  manuscripts  to  the  station- 
nouse.  Left  the  station-house  about  nine 
o'clock;  the  papers  were  brought  there 
about  six  or  seven ;  12  or  13  policemen 
made  the  seizure.    Had  no  warrant. 

James  Malone — Examined  by  Smyly. 

Policeman.  "Was  with  the  party  who 
went  to  the  office  in  Sackyille  Place. 
Was  in  the  upper  office  where  the  manu- 
scripts were.  Put  them  in  a  sack,  and 
they  were  carried  downstairs  by  the  last 
witness.  Saw  the  sack  afterwards  in  the 
station-house. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  C.  O'Loghlen, 

I  had  no  warrant,  but  Mr.  M'Carihy 
had.  I  could  not  tell  how  many  manu- 
scripts we  took  away  ;  I  think  there  were 
200.  "We  got  some  of  them  in  a  press, 
and  some  on  the  top  of  it.  I  did  not 
examine  them ;  they  were  all  in  parcels. 

The  witness  Gemon  was  here  recalled, 
and  said  bo  saw  the  sack  of  papers  at 
Sackville  Place.  He  got  it  put  into  a 
dray  with  a  quantity  of  papers,  and 
brought  it  to  the  office  in  the  Castle  Yard 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Police.  He  was 
not  in  the  station-house  when  the  sack  of 
papers  was  brought  in. 


Saturday,  February  17th. 

AugtiPtus  Ouy,  policeman,  identified  two 
manuscripts  handed  to  him.  First  saw 
them  on  the  4th  of  August  last.  Found 
them  in  his  office  in  a  sack.  Superinten- 
dent M^CaHhy  unfastened  the  sack,  and 
witness  gummed  these  documents  together. 

Cross-examined  by  Butt, 
I  was  examining  the  papers  from  the 
day  after  they  came  to  my  office.  I 
examined  papers  that  purported  to  have 
come  from  a  trunk  of  Mr.  O'Brien* 9.  I  re- 
ceived them  from  Mr.  O'Farrell.  I  returned 
nearly  all  of  them  to  Mr.  Potter,  Mr. 
0'Brten*8  solicitor  at  Clonmel.  Mr.  Kem^ 
mis  got  the  rest.  I  cannot  tell  if  the 
Nation  office  was  watched  before  the 
seizure. 
The  Attomey-Chneral  then  proceeded  to 


read  the  manuscript  entitled  "  The  end 
of  the  Tocsin  in  Ireland." 

Butt  objected  to  its  bein|^  read. 

The  Attorney' Oenerai  said  he  proposed 
to  give  in  eyideDCe  the  newspaper  of  the 
29th  July,  and  two  manuscripts  in  the 
prisoner's  handwriting— one  of  them  a 
portion  of  the  printer's  copy  of  the  article 
in  that  issue  entitled  "  The  Tocain  of  Ire- 
land," and  the  other  of  the  '*  Answers  to 
Correspondents."  He  relied  upon  the  fact 
that  the  newspaper  was  a  complete  docu- 
ment, and  bore  the  title  corresponding 
with  Mr.  Duffy's  declaration. 

Butt  said  that  Mr.  Duffy  was  in  no  way 
identified  with  this  priming  office  at  Sack- 
ville Place.  In  his  declaration,  by  which 
he  was  bound,  his  printing  office  was 
stated  to  be  in  a  totally  dinerent  place. 
Not  one  of  the  policemen  brought  up  here 
was  asked  if  the  papers  were  in  the  same 
state  as  when  they  took  them. 

Ball,  J. :  The  witnesses  proTed  that 
they  saw  the  printing  of  the  Nation  going 
on  in  this  place.  There  is  no  doubt 
this  manuscript  has  not  been  traced  as 
minutely  as  they  traced  the  keys,  but  that 
is  not  the  question.  It  is  whether  there 
is  sufficient  evidence  to  go  before  the  jury, 
and  it  appears  to  me  there  is. 

Martin  Dahj,  detective,  spoke  to  pur- 
chasing a  copy  of  the  Naiion  of  June  24th, 
at  the  Nation  office,  on  that  date ;  Michael 
Maginn,  detective,  to  purchasing  copies  of 
the  Nation  of  July  Ist  and  8th,  also  at 
the  Nation  office ;  Mortimer  Bedmond,  de- 
[  tective,  to  purchasing  copies  of  the  Nation 
I  of  July  15th  and  22nd. 

Inspector  Entwistle — Examined  by  the 
SolidttfT-  Oenerai, 

Spoke  to  searching  the  NaUon  office  on 
Friaay,  July  28th.  After  searching  the 
shop,!  went  upstairs,  and  in  the  room  over 
the  shop,  I  saw  a  youn^  man  standing  at 
the  winaow.  I  found  this  paper  {producing 
a  copy  of  the  issue  of  June  2§th)  on  a 
writing  desk  near  which  was  a  chair. 
There  were  a  number  of  scraps  of  paper  or 
manuscript  torn  up  on  the  floor.  In  ex- 
amining the  paper  1  observed  those  manu- 
script corrections  which  I  now  find  on  it. 

Du/rham  Dunlop,  editor  of  the  Monitor, 
proved  that  the  Nation  was  printed  at  the 
o£ce  of  the  Monitor  newspaper,  at  6,  Lower 
Abbey  Street,  the  back  entrance  to  which 
was  in  Sackville  Place  or  Sackville  Lane, 
up  to  July  1844,  when  the  Monitor  ceased 
to  appear.     Saw  Mr.  Duffy  there. 

Cross-examined  by  Butt 

I  remember  a  man  Lowe  in  the  office^ 
and  the  circumstances  under  which  he  left. 

BuM:  "Was  he  discharged  in  conse- 
quence of  fraud  P 

The  Attorney- General  objected. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


897]  The  Queen  against  Charles  Gavan  Duffy,  1848-9. 


Ball,  J. :  It  is  contrary  to  the  general 
rale  to  admit  it. 

BuU:  Do  yoQ  know  his  general  cha- 
racterp—ldo. 

Ball,  J.:  Unless  you  mean  to  follow 
this  up  by  evidence  to  prove  that  Lowe  is 
unworthy  of  credit  on  his  oath,  you  cannot 
proceed  in  that  line. 

BuU:  I  do.  Mr.  Bunlop,  from  your 
knowledge  of  Lowe's  character,  do  you 
believe  him  worthy  of  credit  on  his  oath  P 
—I  would  like  to  have  him  corroborated. 

AUom^y-Oeneral :  I  now  propose  to  read 
the  articles  **The  Tocsin  of  Ireland  "  and 
Jaeta  cUea  est "  in  the  paper  of  Jaly  29th. 
Holmea  objected.  The  fact  that  the 
paper  was  found  in  the  prisoner's  office, 
or  even  that  his  servants  read  it,  would 
not  make  it  evidence  against  him  of  com- 
passing under  the  Act.  It  did  not  amount 
to  publication  under  the  Act,  which  meant 
giving  the  matter  to  the  public,  so  as  to 
produce  the  intent  charged.  The  cases  on 
private  libels  did  not  apply.  It  was  no 
publication  under  the  Act  to  have  a  paper 
printed  and  keep  it  on  his  own  premises. 

Attomey^GenercU :  The  mere  handing  of  a 
writing  to  another  for  the  purpose  of 
printing,  is  a  publication:  Baldwin  v. 
Blphin8t07ie,(a)  Watte  v.  Fra8er,(b)  Rex.  v. 
Burdeti.{c)  It  was  by  Mr.  Duffy's  act  that 
this  document  was  put  into  print. 

Ball,  J. :  We  are  of  opinion  that  this 
newspaper  is  admissible.  The  question  is 
whether  the  publication  of  the  printing 
has  been  sufficiently  proved  to  admit  it  in 
evidence.  It  was  shown  that  a  large 
number  of  persons  were  engaged  in  print- 
ing, and  that  a  large  number  of  copies 
were  struck  off.  Independently  of  the 
other  evidence,  it  is  plain  that  somebody 
must  have  made  the  corrections  foand  in 
the  paper,  and  have  read  it  for  the  purpose 
of  making  them.  The  principle  laid  down 
in  B&»  V.  Burdett  is,  that  wherever  third 
parties  have  an  opportunity  of  reading, 
whether  they  read  or  not,  that  is  a  publi- 
cation, as  fully  as  if  ten  thousand  read  it. 
As  to  publication,  the  rules  of  evidence 
are  the  same  in  criminal  as  in  civil  cases. 
The  articles  **  The  Tocsin  of  Ireland" 
and  **  Jacta  Alea  Est*'  were  put  in. 

Evidence  as  to  Smith  0*Brien*B  rising 
was  then  admitted  in  support  of  the  third 
overt  act  in  the  third  ana  fourth  counts, 
which  charged  the  prisoner  with  publiHhing 
articles  inciting  the  people  to  aid  and 
assist  Smith  O'Brien  in  his  insurrection*. 

Daniel  Williams,  Arthur  Robinson,  Joseph 
Cox,  William  Franklin,  and  Allen  CuUen, 
then  gave  evidence,  as  in  Smith  O'Brien's 
ca6e.(d) 


(a)  W.  Bl.  1037. 
(6)  7  A.  &  E.  223. 

(c)  1  St.  Tr.  N.S.  1  ; 

(d)  Sea  above,  p.  1 , 

85334. 
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Williams  spoke  to  Mr.  O'Brien's  con- 
duct  at  Mullinahone  on  July  26th  and 
^th,  and  to  his  visit  to  the  police-barrack, 
when  he  invited  the  police  to  follow  him 
to  Callan,  where  he  would  place  them 
under  pay. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  C.  O'Loghlen, 

Mr.  Duffy  was  not  there.  Mr.  Duffy 
had  not  a  pistol.  Mr.  O'Brien  did  not  put 
a  pistol  to  each  of  the  six  policemen'i 
heads. 

A  JtMTor  (Burke) :  I  don't  see  how  this 
evidence  of  the  acts  of  Mr.  O'Brien  is 
connected  with  Mr.  Duffy ;  but,  if  so,  it  is  of 
importance  to  us  to  hear  what  Mr.  O'Brien 
was  saying  to  the  people. 

Witness :  I  heard  Mr.  O'Brien  saying  a 
wwrrant  had  been  issued  for  his  arrest, 
and  that,  if  apprehended,  he  thought  he 
would"  be  hanged. 

The  Juror  {Burke) :  Did  he  put  you  in 
fear  of  your  lives  P— Indeed  he  did  not. 

On  your  oath  did  he  intend  to  injure  a 
man  amongst  youP—I  don't  understand 
your  question. 

Do  you  know,  sir,  the  nature  of  this 
prosecution,  and  the  tremendous  expense 
it  has  heaped  on  the  country  ?  And  what 
goodwill  it  do,  after  all  P— I  know  nothing 
about  the  expense. 

A  Juror:  Why  did  you  not  arrest  Mr. 

0  Brien  f— If  I  were  to  have  arrested  him, 

1  and   the  other  men  would  have  been 
shattered  to  pieces 

Have  you  not  often  seen  more  men  at  a 
fight  in  Tipperary  than  were  in  Mullin- 
ahone P— I  have  seen  more  at  a  fair  but 
not  at  a  fight. 

The  Juror  (Burke):  I  never  spoke  a 
word  to  Mr.  O'Brien,  but  I  feel  for  the 
country.  Now,  sir,  you  think,  if  the 
DcMyns  and  Hylands,  the  pike-makers 
and  the  spies,  had  been  kept  quiet,  the 
occurrence  would  never  have  taken  place  P 

Ball,  J. :  What  is  the  meaning  of  this 
question  P    Who  are  the  Ddbhyns  f 

Solicitor-General:  He  alludes  to  a  wit- 
ness  for  the  Crown  at  Clonmel. 

The  Juror  (Burke)  .•  Now,  do  you  think, 
if  Mr.  O'Brien  was  let  alone,  he  would  be 
likely  to  be  there  P  Had  be  not  every- 
thing to  lose  and  nothing  to  gainP I 

don't  know. 

Butt  objected  that  Smith  O'Brien's  letter 
to  the  Mining  Company  (a)  could  not  be 
evidence  against  the  prisoner.  There  was 
nothing  to  make  Mr.  O'Brien's  acts  evi- 
deuce  a^inst  Mr.  Duffy,  except  the  charge 
that  he  incited  persons  to  aid  and  assist 
Mr.  O'Brien.  After  further  discussion. 
Butt  withdrew  the  objection,  as  not  worth 
pressing. 


(o)  See  above,  p.  192. 
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Monday,  February  19th. 
Speech  ?ok  the  Defence. 

BuU :   Gentlemen  of  the  jnry,  it  now 
becomes  my  duty  at  last,  at  the  end  of 
these  very  protracted  preliminaries--pre- 
liminaries  unprecedented,  perhaps,  in  the 
records  of  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of 
any  country — to  address  you  on  behalf  of 
the  prisoner.    And  at  last,  gentlemen  of 
the  jury,  escaping  from  the  technicalities 
of  the  law,  and  escaping  from  the  other 
points  which  his    counsel   conBidered  it 
their  duty  to  raise,    he  submits  to  the 
plain,  honest,  and  fair  sense  of  a  jury  of 
his  countrymen,  the  question  of  his  gailt 
or  innocence  of  the  charge  made  in  the 
indictment.  I  confess,  gentlemen,  I  rise  to 
address  you  with  some  anxiety  and  a  deep 
sense  of  responsibility.    Anomalous  as  it 
may  appear,  my  anxiety  principally  pro- 
oeeds  from  my  conviction  of  the  strength 
of  the  case  I  have  to  present  to  you.    There 
have  been  cases  where  I  have  risen  to  ad- 
dress the  jury  embarrassed  by  the  con- 
sciousness of  some  latent  weakness  in  the 
case  of  mv  client.    That  is  not  the  case 
here.    I  feel  that  my  opinion  should  not 
influence  you,  and  that  it  will  not ;  but 
I  feel  that,  if  T   only   make  you  know 
my    client  as    I    know  him,    if   I    only 
make  you  anderstand  his  case  as  I  do, 
I   need   not    hesitate    to   calculate  with 
certainty     upon    an    acquittal    at   your 
hands.     With  the  line  of   political  con- 
duct pursued  by  the  prisoner  1  have,  I 
may  say,  no  sympathy.    With  many  of  his 
sentiments — which  you  will  have  to  discass 
in    considering    the   case  —  I   should  be 
ashamed  if  I  did  not  sympathize.    And, 
gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  would  also  be 
ashamed  if,  during  the  seven  long  months 
that  he  has  been  waiting  this  hour,  and 
during  which  I  have  seen  him  in  circum- 
stances of  trial  and  anxiety — immured  in 
a  dungeon,  hour  after  hour  dragged  to  the 
bar  of  this  court — agitated,  not  by  anxiety 
for  his  own  fate,  but  agitated  with  anxiety 
the  most  tormenting  that  could  harrow  the 
he^t  of  man,  for  those  who  are  dearer  to 
him  than  life— I  would  be  ashamed  of 
myself,  gentlemen  of  the  juir,  if  in  the 
coarse  of  the  close  and  conndent  inter- 
course I  have  had  with  him,  the  anxiety 
of  the  advocate  had  not  deepened  into  the 
re^ird  of  the  friend. 

The  first  charge  against  the  prisoner  is 
that  he  compassed  to  depose  the  Queen, 
and  expressea,  uttered,  and  declared  that 
compassing  by  publishing  a  certain  print- 
ing. The  meaning  of  the  word  "  compas- 
sing "  is  not  that  any  vague  notion  crosses 
the  mind  ;  but  that  there  must  be  a  settled 
and  deliberate  purpose  in  themind  of  the 
prisoner.    Before   you   find  the  prisoner 


guilty,  you  must  be  satisfied,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  in  his  heart  and 
soul  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  entertained  a 
deliberate  design  and  purpose  to  commit 
one  or  other  of  the  treasons  charged 
against  him.  Let  not  my  argument  be 
misunderstood — I  am  sure  it  will  not  be 
misrepresented.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  you  cannot  from  a  man's  act  infer  the 
design  of  his  heart.  You  can ;  but  I  wish 
to  call  your  attention  to  this,  that  no  acts 
which  they  can  prove  against  the  prisoner 
actually  and  of  themselves  constitute  the 
guilt  charged  in  the  indictment.  You 
may  firom  those  acts  infer  the  guilt ;  but 
you  must  infer,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that 
in  his  inmost  heart  and  soul,  beyond  every- 
thing he  has  ever  written,  there  was 
formed  a  deliberate  purpose  and  design  to 
commit  x>ne  or  other  of  the  treasons 
chu^ed  in  the  indictment.  I  have 
addressed  this  argument  to  former  juries 
with  the  sanction  of  wise  and  learned 
judges,  and  in  doing  so  on  the  present 
oooasion,  I  know  I  have  the  sanction  of 
the  wisdom  that  now  presides  in  this 
Court.  Don't  let  me  be  misunderstood  as 
telling  vou  that  you  cannot  infer  his 
design  from  his  acts.  To  be  sure  you 
can  ;  but  I  tell  you  confidently  that  yon 
must  infer  the  existence  of  that  design 
before  you  can  find  the  prisoner  guil^. 
The  real  question  which  each  of  you, 
gentlemen,  will  have  to  ask  yourselves  is 
this :  "  Do  these  acts  satisfy  me  as  a  con- 
scientious man  —  not  that  he  was  dis- 
affected—  not  that  he  i/vrote  seditious 
libels — not  that  he  was  proprietor  of  a 
newspaper  in  which  seditious  libels  were 
published  ;  but  do  they  satisfy  me  on  my 
oath  that  he  entertained  in  his  inmost 
heart  the  treasonable  design  imputed  to 
himP" 

This  charge  consists  of  two  parts,  and 
first  in  order  is,  that  the  prisoner  must 
have  formed  a  deliberate  and  settled 
design  to  depose  the  Queen,  or  to  levy 
war  against  her.  And  what  next  is  neces- 
sary to  constitute  the  guilt  advanced  in 
this  indictment  P  Not  that,  after  having 
formed  the  design,  he  wrote  a  seditious 
libel ,  or  made  a  speech  that  men  might  think 
disloyal  towards  the  Queen ;  but  ne  must 
express,  utter,  and  declare  that  design  by 
some  one  of  the  acts  charged  in  the  indict- 
ment. My  lords,  I  b^eve,  after  the 
full  discussion  which  the  law  of  this  case 
has  undergone,  I  may  assume  that  the 

Eublications  must  manifest  his  guilt  by 
eing  acts  intended  to  efl'ect  the  treason. 
Ball,  J. :  That  is  treating  them  as  overt 
acts. 

Butt;  As  publications. 
Ball,  J. :  That  is  a  difierent  thing. 
B%itt :  I  respeotftilly  submit  to  the  Court, 
and  it  was  so  laid  down  by  Baron  EMard$, 
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that  the  publications  mast  be  intended  as 
means  to  effect  the  treasonable  de8ign.(a) 

Ball,  J. :  Under  the  drd  and  4th  counts 
where  they  are  treated  as  overt  acts,  no 
doubt  they  must ;  but  under  the  1st  and 
2nd,  where  they  are  treated  as  mere 
evidence  of  the  compassing,  I  apprehend 
it  is  otherwise* 

Butt :  1  respectfully  submit  to  the  Court 
that,  to  constitute  an  offence  under  this 
Act,  it  must  be  a  publication  from 
which  a  jury  may  infer  not  only  that 
the  party  had  a  treasonable  design,  but 
that  it  was  written  to  effect  a  treasonable 
purpose. 

Ball,  J. :  The  Court  decided  otherwise  in 
ruling  the  demurrer.  (&) 

BtUt :  I  do  not  deny  that  a  publication 
may  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Act, 
but  it  must  be  such  a  publication  as  to 
satisfy  the  jury  that  it  was  written  in 
furtherance  of  the  treasonable  object. 

Ball,  J. :  I  agree  with  you  as  ^r  as  the 
3rd  and  4th  counts  are  concerned,  but  not 
with  respect  to  the  1st  and  2nd.  The 
distinction  has  been  taken  by  Foster 
between  bare  evidence  and  evidence  that 
amounts  to  a  furtherance  of  the  design. 

Butt:  Then  I  must  discuss  that  point 
with  your  lordship. 

Ball,  J. :  The  difficulty  is  that  the  point 
has  been  already  ruled. 

Butt:  I  would  put  this  case  to  your 
lordship:  Suppose  a  man  entertaining  a 
treasonable  design,  but  never  having  done 
any  act  to  effect  it,  wrote  a  letter  to  a 
friend  whose  sentiments  were  thoroughly 
loyal,  and  said :  '*  I  think  it  right  to  tell 
you  that  I  have  formed  the  design  of 
deposing  the  Queen.*'  That  letter,  not 
written  to  further  the  actual  design, 
would  not  be  evidence  to  prove  the  charge 
in  this  indictment. 

Ball,  J. :  I  apprehend  it  would. 

Butt :  Now,  gentlemen,  as  to  the  second 
charge,  that  he  compassed,  invented,  and 
imagined  to  levy  war  against  our  lad^  the 
Queen,  in  order  by  force  and  constraint  to 
compel  her  to  change  her  measures  and 
counsels.  If  you  find  that  he  compassed 
to  levy  war,  unless  you  can  go  further 
and  say  upon  your  oaths  that  that  war 
was  to  be  levied  in  order  by  force 
and  constraint  to  compel  the  Sovereign  to 
change  her  measures  and  counsels,  you 
cannot  find  the  charge  imputed  in  this 
indictment. 

For  convenience  sake,  I  will  divide  the 
evidence  into  three  classes,  with  each  of 
which  I  propose  to  deal  separately.  The 
publications  in  the  NcUion  newspaper, 
from  the  3rd  of  June  to  the  8th  of  July, 
constitute  one  class ;  those  from  the  8th  to 


(a)  See  above,  p.  835. 
(6)  See  above,  p.  855. 


the  29th  of  July,  during  which  time  Mr. 
Duffy  was  in  prison,  form  another ;  and 
the  third  is  the  letter  addressed  to 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,  The  question,  and  the 
only  question,  which  you  will  have  to  try 
is — can  you,  as  honest  and  conscientious 
men — and  God  forbid  that  I  should  ask 
a  verdict  from  you  on  any  other  grounds 
— infer  from  the  fact  that  these  articles 
appeared  in  the  Nation  newspaper,  and 
from  the  fact  that  this  letter  is  addressed 
to  Mr.  O'Brien^  that  there  was  a  settled 
purpose  and  design  in  the  prisoner's  heart 
to  do  the  offence  with  which  he  is  charged  P 
I  ask  you,  not  to  look  at  isolated  passages, 
but  to  take  his  whole  life,  his  conduct  at  the 
time,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  country, 
into  vour  calm  and  serious  consideration. 
You  nave  heard  the  prisoner  charged  with 
being  a  Communist — charged  with  en- 
tertaining notions  against  property  and 
a^inst  class.  I,  as  his  counsel,  and  on 
his  behalf,  denounce  as  slanders  the  most 
vile,  as  calumnies  the  most  abominable, 
as  persecution  the  most  cruel,  any  imputa- 
tion  of  the  kind.  Do  I  say  that  my  learned 
friends  acting  for  the  Cfrown  sanctioned 
those  slanders  and  calumnies  ?  If  I  did  I 
would  not  look  upon  them  as  I  do.  Do 
I  attribute  to  the  Government  that  it  has 
sanctioned  the  slandei*s  by  which  he  has 
been  hunted  down  before  his  trial  ?  No. 
I  do  not.  But  it  unfortunately  happens 
that  there  are  always  men  to  be  found 
ready  and  willing  to  misrepresent  and 
caricature  the  feeling  of  honest  men; 
who,  when  a  man  is  the  object  of  a 
Government  prosecution,  believe  they 
please  their  superiors  by  a  system  of  slan- 
der f^hich  someone  has  well  called  the 
result  of  a  mixed  motive — a  union  of 
interest  and  spite.  That  class  of  men 
fancied,  I  suppose,  that  they  were  doing 
eood  service  to  the  Government  by  slan- 
aering  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  Whatever 
those  slanders  may  have  been,  I  indignantly 
deny  them  on  the  part  of  my  client.  It 
is  false  to  say  that  he  wished  to  see  anarchy 
in  the  count  17,  or  that  he  entertained 
the  design  to  interfere  with  the  property 
of  any  human  being,  or  any  other  design 
than  that  of  restoring  the  ancient  consti- 
tution of  this  country.  Except  the  contrary 
of  this  be  proved  in  evidence,  I  call  upon 
vou  to  dismiss  it  from  your  minds,  as  you 
love  justice  and  hate  oppression.  I  will 
tell  yon  what  the  prisoner  has  been.  From 
the  time  he  knew  how  to  think  he  formed 
the  opinion — it  is  not  for  me  to  say  whether 
he  was  right  or  not — that  the  country 
was  oppressed.  He  formed  the  opinion 
that,  with  all  the  natural  advantages  of 
the  country,  the  people  were  steeped  in 
misery,  ignorance,  and  degradation.  See« 
ing  this,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  to 
remedy  that  state  of  things  it  was  necea- 
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sary  io  restore  the  ancient  constitution  of 
Ireland.  I  don't  know  what  your  political 
or  religions  opinions  are ;  bat  I  tell  yon, 
and  whatever  the  consequences  may  be, 
he  will  not  deny  it— I  tell  yon  that  the 
struggle  of  his  life,  the  dream  of  his 
imagi-uation,  the  ambition  of  his  heart,  was 
to  see  once  more  restored  to  the  country 
the  sacred  constitution,  the  Queen,  Lords, 
and  (Jommons  of  Ireland.  (Applwase,  in 
which  one  of  the  jv/ror$,  Mr.  Bwrhn^ 
joined.{a) ) 

Ball,  J.  {to  the  Jwror) :  It  is  very  nn- 
pleasaut  to  have  to  interfere  with  any- 
thing which  takes  place  in  the  jury -box, 
but,  from  what  has  just  occurred,  the 
Court  feels  itself  imperatively  called  on  to 
do  80.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  circum- 
stance of  the  Court  having  taken  notice 
of  the  matter  will  be  suflBcient  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  a  similar  exhibition  of 
feeling. 

Butt :  The  prisoner  wished  to  revive  Irish 
society — he  wished  to  see  every  part  of 
the  Britibh  Constitution  brought  to  bear 
on  Irish  society — he  wished  to  see  the 
country  benefited  by  the  ennobling  prin- 
ciples of  monarchy,  the  purifying  influence 
of  a  virtuous  aristocracy,  and  having  a 
safeguard  for  her  liberties  in  a  brave  and 
glorious  democracy.  Another  wish  he 
entertained — he  believed,  as  many  honest 
men  before  have  believed,  that  a  man 
should  not  pass  through  life  in  such  a 
country  as  this  without  doing  something 
to  serve  it.  He  thought  the  way  to  ele- 
vate the  people  was  to  educate  them ;  and 
because  he  was  an  enthusiast  in  that, 
and  because  he  spent  and  was  spent  in 
that  good  cause,  ne  has  been  misrepre- 
sented and  calumniated  ;  and  at  length  he 
is  brought  to  this  bar.  He  thought  that 
nothing  effectual  could  be  done  until  the 
people  were  elevated  from  the  state  of 
serMom  in  which  they  were  kept;  and 
accordingly,  eight  years  ago,  he  formed  a 
plan  to  establish  clnbs,  in  connexion  with 
the  temperance  movement,  in  order  to 
educate  tne  people.  You  may  be  told  of 
treasonable  clubs,  and  doubtless  you  will ; 
but  you  will  consider  the  motives  with 
which  he  wished  to  form  those  clubs,  in 
connexion  with  the  temperance  move- 
ment. People  talk  of  education  as  if 
there  was  no  education  but  that  of  chil- 
dren going  to  national  schools  to  learn  to 
read  and  write,  but  is- there  not  also  educa- 
tion required  for  grown-up  people  P  Are 
the  people  to  be  left  in  a  state  of  ignorance 
because  they  did  not  obtain  the  blessings 
of  education  in  their  youth  P  Loyal  men 
have  formed  plans  for  the  education  of 

(a)  The  Dublin  Evening  Pott  describes  the 
juror  an  cheering  ;  the  Dublin  Evening  Mail, 
as  standing  up  and  clapping  his  bands. 


grown-up    people, 
been  accused  of  a 


and   they    have   not 

_._   _.    _  design  to  overthrow 

the  power  of  the  Queen.  How  will  I  prove 
that  he  formed  the  plan  I  speak  of,  for 
the  establishment  of  clubs  lo  edaoate 
the  people,  in  connexion  with  the  tempm*- 
ance  movement  in  this  counury  P  By  the 
Very  Kev.  Mr.  Mathew,  a  man  who  has 
done  more  than  any  other  to  reform 
the  population  of  Ireland.  I  will  show 
you  that  eight  years  ago  my  client 
formed  the  design  to  educate,  elevate, 
and  improve  the  people — a  plan  he  has 
been  since  following  out.  He  entertained 
the  design,  and  laboured  to  carry  it  into 
effect — to  elevate  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, and  raise  it  from  being  the  laughing 
stock  of  nations.  To  those  humane  and 
patriotic  feelings  is  to  be  traced  his  con- 
nexion with  everything  that  has  placed 
him  where  he  stands  to-day.  In  18 13  he 
came  to  Dublin  and  started  the  Nation, 
i*nd  for  what  purpose  P  His  whole  life 
proves  it.  He  established  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  abolishing  the  sectarian  political 
differences  that  have  distracted  and 
divided  onr  land.  Up  to  the  time  of  start- 
ing the  Nation,  politics  were  more  or  less 
sectarian  in  Ireland.  But  the  Nation  was 
embarked  in  what  you  may  consider  a 
wild  and  hopeless  crusade.  He  started  the 
Natuyn  to  found  a  national  party,  not  as 
the  organ  of  Catholics  or  Protestants,  of 
landlords  or  tenants,  but  to  represent  the 
rights  and  interests  of  all.  Prom  the 
moment  the  Nation  was  started  its  object 
was  to  revive  the  spirit  of  1782.  You 
may  be  of  opinion  that  the  Repeal  of  the 
Union  by  such  means  was  not  calculated  to 
serve  the  country.  But  I  state,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  which  will  be  proved,  that  the 
object  of  the  Naiion,  from  beginning 
to  end,  was  to  put  an  end  to  sectarianism 
in  this  country — and  to  teach  Catholics 
and  Protestants  to  stand  together  as 
brothers  for  the  fatherland.  I  do  say 
that  some  consideration  is  due  to  the 
man  who  had  the  courage,  in  a  country 
where  religious  and  political  antipathies 
and  projudices  were  so  strong,  to  under- 
take a  task  of  this  kind ;  there  is  some- 
thing due  to  the  man  who  boldly  and 
energetically,  and  to  some  extent  success- 
fully, endeavoured  to  make  politics  in 
Ireland  no  longer  sectarian,  but  nationaL 
And  it  will  be  of  importance  to  consider 
this  when  you  come  to  decide  upon  the 
charges  made  against  him — charges  that 
he  indignantly  denies.  His  object  was, 
not  to  divide,  but  to  reconcile  Protestants 
and  Catholics.  But  he  does  not  say,  he. 
would  not  say,  that  if  the  day  came  when 
Irishmen  as  one  man  demanded  the 
restoration  of  the  ancient  constitution  of 
Ireland,  there  would  be  any  obligation 
upon  any  of  them  to  resist  taking  up  the 
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sword  for  the  liberty  and  jtiat  rights  of 
their  country,  as  their  fathers  did  before 
them.  But,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  that 
would  not  make  bim  guilty  of  the  charge 
in  the  indictment.  That  he  ever  meant 
an  insurrection  to  set  Catholic  against 
Protestant,  or  tenant  against  landlord,  I 
on  his  p:irt  indignantly  deny.  I  deny 
*  that  he  contemplated  any  insurrection  at 
all,  or  anything  else  than  to  combine  in 
one  movement  the  moral  and  physical 
force  of  the  nation.  And  we  should  not 
be  frightened  at  the  expression  "physical 
force,  which  has  often  been  heard  from 
men  who  would  lay  down  their  lives  to 
defend  the  Queen's  person  and  authority. 
It  was  the  object  of  ibe  prisoner  to  com- 
bine Irishmen  in  one  grand  national 
movement,  for  he  knew  that,  if  that 
were  effected,  the  demand  for  the  Re- 
peal of  the  Union  vrould  be  irresistible. 
Another  object,  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
of  the  Nation  newspaper— and  it  was  an 
object  for  which  I  think  deep  gratita<Ie 
is  due  to  him — was  to  reform,  and  elevate, 
and  unsectarianize  the  literature  of  Ire- 
land. And  where  is  there  an  opponent  of 
his,  I  care  not  how  violent  in  politirs,  how 
bitter  his  religions  antipathies,  who  yet 
was  able  to  produce  anything  calculated 
to  elevate  the  literature  of  the  countiy, 
that  did  not  meet  in  the  pages  of  the  Nation 
newspaper  with  support,  encouragement 
and  approval  P  Aye,  and  men  will  tell 
you  that  from  the  day  this  newspaper 
was  instituted  a  new  era  arose  in  the 
literature  of  this  country,  when  men  of 
all  parties  began  to  look  buck  at  the 
national  mcmuments  and  historical  tra- 
ditions of  our  country,  and  to  feel  a  com- 
mon pride  in  the  past  greatness  of  this 
land.  I  could  tell  instances  where  his 
purse  has  been  open  to  men  of  genius 
struggling  to  bring  their  works  to  light 
in  the  pages  of  publications  most  bitterly 
opposed  to  him.  A  generous  hand  and 
an  open  purse  he  always  had,  and  exer- 
cised in  ways  which  in  his  presence  I 
should  have  a  delicacy  in  describing.  Was 
a  man  of  that  kind  likely  to  embark  in  a 
wild  scheme  of  insurrection  at  this 
moment  in  Ireland?— an  insurrection  of 
which  you  know  the  effect  would  be  to 
set  class  against  class,  to  dash  to  atoms  the 
cherished  dream  of  his  heart?  Gentlemen  of 
the  jury,  in  lc'43  he  did  join  the  late  Mr. 
O'Connell  in  his  agitation  for  a  Repeal  of 
the  Union,  and  he  took  an  active  part 
in  that  agitation.  I  could  read  to  you 
passages  from  speeches  made  at  the 
monster  meetings  ot  that  period ;  and 
ask  you,  contrasting  the  speeches 
and  writings  of  Mr.  O'Connell  v.-ith  those 
now  read,  would  you  not  be  bound  to 
convict  Mr.  O'OonneU  of  high  treason? 
These  monster    meetings    passed    away. 


The  Repeal  agitation  died  away  withoat 
even,  in  the  opinion  of  some  most  ardent 
Repealers,  having  effected  any  good  for 
the  coufitry.  The  mighty  mass  separated 
and  dissolved.  It  resembled  those  pillars 
of  sand  which  we  read  of  as  rising  in  the 
desert;  they  were  for  a  moment  raised 
up  in  an  appearance  of  life  and  greatness, 
but  they  fell  with  the  agitation  that  gave 
them  birth,  and  they  left  the  desert 
barren  and  useless  as  before. 

G-c^ntlemen  of  the  jury,  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  another  incident  of  his  life.  He 
had  reverenced  Mr.  O'Gonnell  as  his  leader 
— by  following  his  a^tiation  he  had 
made  his  paper  an  influential  organ. 
But  Mr.  O'Gonnell  toOk  a  course  which 
my  client  thought  interfered  with  his 
darling  project  of  uniting  all  classes  of 
Irishmen.  He  thought  that  Conciliation 
Hall  was  degenerating  into  sectarianism. 
Did  he  hesitate  then  to  risk  his  pro- 
perty, to  endanger  his  popularity,  or  the 
success  of  his  paper,  in  opposing  Mr. 
O'Connell  in  that  line  of  policy  P  He 
expressed  dissent,  he  suffered  bv  it, 
and  he  knew  he  would ;  but  still  he 
acted  in  accordance  with  his  conscience. 
Well,  the  Irish  Confederation  ^as  founded 
on  principles  which  he  and  others  thought 
more  likely  to  cany  into  effect  that 
union  of  Irishmen.  There  he  was  brought 
into  conflict  with  a  man  of.  whom  I 
would  not,  even  if  I  had  not  my  client's 
positive  instruction  to  the  contrary,  say 
one  word  that  would  even  seem  to  bear 
h}ird  upon  him  in  his  sad  exile.  But  Mr. 
Duffy  d\d  not  hesitate  to  risk  hip  popularity 
and  bis  interest,  by  resisting  Mr.  Mitckel 
in  the  Confederation ;  and  yet  he  is  now 
charged  at  the  bar  with  being  an  instigator 
of  insurrection — he,  from  whose  modera- 
tion and  judgment  I  do  believe  in  my  soul 
and  conscience,  if  power  had  not  arrested 
him,  the  events  that  have  disgraced  this 
country  by  the  late  insurrection  would 
have  been  prevented.  Gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  he  met  insurrectionary  opinions  face 
to  face,  and  he  defeat'Cd  them  by  a  great 
majority  in  that  Confederation.  A  rival 
paper  was  stsrted — the  Nation  was  injured 
in  its  circulation.  Did  he  shrink  then? 
No ;  he  had  fixed  as  the  star  of  his  destiny 
the  union  of  all  parties  of  Irishmen,  and 
not  eten  the  destruction  of  his  property 
could  make  him  swerve  from  the  darling 
object  of  his  life.  There  was  one  other 
circumstance,  which  will  be  proved  to 
you — the  formation  of  an  association 
called  the  Tri^h  Council.  lis  object  was 
to  unite  all  classes.  Who  took  a  part 
in  thattP  The  prisoner  at  the  bar  was 
there  the  foremost  and  most  self-devoted. 
Did  he  then  contemplate  insurrection  ?  I 
will  prove  to  you  his  conduct  there, 
l)y    men   who  are    strongly .  opposed    to 
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him,  and  you  will  judge  whether  it 
was  the  conduct  of  a  man  who  then 
entertained  insurrectionary  designs.  I 
ought,  perhaps,  to  add  what  it  may  be 
he  himself  would  rather  I  should  not  say, 
that  in  all  the  relations  of  life  he  is  spot- 
less, in  adherence  to  the  principles  of  his 
religion  he  is  blameless — a  virtuous  roan 
in  private  life — upright  in  every  relation, 
and  deeply  impressed  with  the  principles 
of  that  religion  which  is  the  only  safe* 
guard  for  social  order ;  and  I  ask  you,  is 
such  a  man  as  that  likely  to  be  engaged 
in  a  treasonable  conspiracy  P  To  be  ^ure, 
honest  and  virtuous  men  have  rebelled, 
but  he  would  not  be  an  honest  or  a  virtu- 
ous, man  who,  knowing  as  he  did,  that  the 
effect  of  an  insurrection  in  Ireland  would 
be  to  array  class  against  class,  would 
stimulate  or  encourage  an  insurrection. 
Unquestionably,  all  that  does  not  go  to 
entitle  him  to  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  but 
it  ought  to  prepare  your  minds  to  judge 
favourably  and  considerately  of  the  acts 
of  such  a  man. 

I  now  come  down  to  the  particular 
periodrwhen  these  articles  were  written. 
You  know,  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
that  a  secession  took  place  in  the 
Bepeal  Association,  and  you  also  know 
that  in  May  or  June  it  was  proposed  to 
re-unite  the  two  classes  of  Repealers  in 
one  body,  to  be  called  the  Irish  League. 
The  rules  of  that  Irish  League  were  drawn 
up  under  the  advice  of  counsel  than  whom 
no  man  at  the  bar  was  better  calculated  to 
advise  as  to  its  legality,  or  less  disposed  to 
sanction  anything  seditious  or  treasonable. 
Mr.  Duffy  exerted  himself  to  effect  that 
union,  and  several  of  the  hierarchy  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  sanctioned  that 
union,  and  several  of  the  articles  indicted 
here  had  direct  reference  to  that  peace- 
ful union  of  all  Repealers.  He  did 
believe  that  it  was  only  bv  an  over- 
whelming demonstration  of  the  power  of 
Ireland,  by  the  union  of  all  creeds  and 
classes,  that  the  restoration  of  her  ancient 
constitution  could  be  wrung  from  Eng- 
land. If  any  man  among  you,  or  if  I, 
honestly  desired  to  see  that  constitution 
restored,  by  what  other  means  could  we 
expect  to  have  it  achieved  than  by  an 
overwhelming  demon sti*ation  of  the  manly 
vigour  of  the  country,  such  as  would  teach 
the  British  minister  that  it  would  be  rash 
to  refuse  itP  If  that  be  a  crime,  our 
fathers  in  1782  should  have  swung  from 
the  gibbet ;  if  that  be  a  crime,  the  men 
who  followed  WHUam  from  Torbay,  and 
established  liberty  in  England,  should  not 
be  canonieed  in  our  chronicles  of  history ; 
if  that  be  a  crime,  the  men  who  kept 
Deny  from  King  James  were  traitors. 
He  md  desire  to  see  united  the  stalwart 
yeomen  of  Ulster  and  the  sturdy  peasant 


of  Tipperary.  He  wished  to  see  the 
peasant,  the  peer,  and  the  professional 
roan  united  in  demanding  the  restoration 
of  that  legislature  to  oar  country  which 
he  believed  had  been  unjustly  taken  from 
her;  and  it  was  while  these  negotiations 
were  pendine,  which,  I  believe,  his  judg- 
ment would  have  brought  to  a  close,  that 
the  Government  consigned  him  to  a  dun- 
geon. 

I  have  now  brought  the  case  down 
to  the  period  of  his  imprisonment,  and  I 
do  uudertake  to  say^and  pardon  roe  for 
the  boldness  of  my  speech,  for  I  feel  that 
when  I  am  speaking  to  freemen  the  more 
boldly  I  speak  the  better  I  will  serve  my 
client,  ana  if  I  thought  I  was  not  address- 
ing freemen  I  would  not  now  be  addressing 
you  at  all — that  down  to  the  time  of  his 
imprisonment  a  foundation  does  not  exist 
for  the  charge  made  against  him.  His 
imprisonment  was  an  act  of  arbitrary 
power,  and  I  would  go  the  length  of  say- 
ing that,  standing  between  oppression  and 
the  subject,  yon  ought  not  to  find  a  ver- 
dict of  guilty  if  I  show  you  that  down 
to  the  time  of  his  imprisonment  he  was 
innocent  of  the  charge  for  which  he  stands 
indicted  here.  On  the  8th  of  July, 
Mr.  Duffy  was  imprisoned.  Seven  long 
months  have  passed  away  since  be  was 
committed  on  that  charge.  I  do  not 
wish  to  advert  to  everything  that  has 
occurred,  for  it  is  my  desire  to  conduct 
this  case  without  saying  one  word  to 
provoke  an  anery  feeling  in  the  inind  of 
any  man  in  this  court;  but  since  the 
period  of  Mr.  Duffy's  committal,  the  pro- 
ceedings against  him  have  been  unpre- 
cedented in  the  history  of  criminal 
prosecutions.  On  the  8th  of  July  he  was 
imprisoned.  A  commission  sat  here  in 
August  last.  He  came  to  the  bar  of 
this  court  and  implored  that  his  plea  of 
"not  guilty"  should  be  recorded,  and 
that  he  might  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  his 
countrymen.  In  October,  for  reasons 
which  I  will  not  now  enter  into,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  bring  him  to  trial 
before  a  jury  o  f  the  county  of  Dublfai.  He 
preferred  to  be  trie'd  by  men  like  youj 
and  we,  as  his  counsel,  successfully  re- 
sisted that  attempt.  Four  succesBive 
bills  of  indictment  were  sent  up  against 
him.  In  January  we  make  objection 
to  the  indictment,  and  partially  suc- 
ceed. The  Court  adjourned  the  trial 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Dufffa  most  earnest 
remonstrances,  and  the  AUomey-Cfeneral , 
abandoning  the  old  bill  of  indict- 
ment and  correcting  the  mistakes 
that  the  prisoner's  counsel  points  out, 
sent  up  the  bill  upon  which  you  have  to 
decide.  Thirty  days  he  has  stood  in  that 
dock.  One  month  of  his  life — of  the  beet 
portion  oi  his  life,  of  that  in  which  the 
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yigonr  of  manhood  giyes  emplojmeat  to 
MB  all — ^has  been  passed  in  tnat  dock,  a 
felon  at  that  bar !    Was  this  no  punish- 
ment; or  was  it  no  unnecessary  panish- 
ment?    Day  after  day  he  has  been  tor- 
tared  by  the  anxieties  of  snspense ;  day 
after  day  he  has  been  brought  here  before 
his  oonntrymen;   and  not  nntil  now  has 
arrived  the  hour  of  his  trial.    And  he 
would  not  have  been  there  had  not  the 
Crown  been  imposed  upon.    One  of  you, 
genUemen,    asked    if    there    were    not 
Dot^yne  and  Hylomds,     Aye,  and  if  my 
learned  friends  had  known  the  true  nature 
of  this  case,  neyer  would  this  prosecution 
have  been  adopted  towards  a  man  against 
whom,  whatever  you  may  think  of  the 
wisdom  of  his  political  conduct,  no  moral 
gailt  can  be  charged.    Bat  because  there 
were  men  who  thought  they  could  make 
their  fortune  by  giving  false  evidence, 
they  have  imposed  on  bis  Excellency  the 
Lord   Lieutenant.    1    have    no  object  in 
praising  the  Lard  Lieutenant;  but  I  be- 
lieve if  that  exalted  nobleman  had  known 
the  truth,  as  you  will  know  it  before  this 
case  closes,  he  would  have  put  his  hand 
in  the  fire  before  he  would  have  sanc- 
tioned the  unprecedented  oppression  which 
has  been  exercised  towards  my  client.    Is 
that  allP      He  entered  the  gaol  a  pros- 
pvons  man.    How  was  his  property  ac- 
onired  P    It  was  not  weal  th  inner ited  from 
bis  father,  but  was  produced  b^  the  exer- 
cise of  his  own  talents  and  his  own  in- 
dustry.    The  Attomey-Qeneral  made  an 
appeal  to  you  as  men  who  had  realised 
wealth.    It  was  an  appeal  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  maae.    But  I  would 
ask,  had   he    nothing  to  lose  F      Every 
man   who    has    a    home    has   much   to 
lose.    And  he  had  a  home— he  had  child- 
ren and  a  partner  of  his  joys,  as  she  is 
now  a  partner  of  his  sorrows— he  had  a 
home  in  which  any  man  might  have  been 
happy,  adorned  as  it  was  by  all  the  ele- 
gance and  refinements  which  an  ample 
competence  can  procure.    He  entered  Lnat 
ffaol  a  prosperous  man.    He  stands  now 
m  the  dock  a  rained  man.    The  expense 
entailed  by  this  prdlBecution  and  the  dissi- 
pation of   his   little   property  when   no 
watchful  eye  could  guard  it,  has  left  him 
a  mined  man.    Buined,  did  I  say  P    No, 
he  is  not  ruined ;  he  bias  still  an  honest 
heart  and  a  good  conscience  to  sustain 
him ;  and  when  your  verdict  restores  him 
to  his  country,  as  I  believe  it  will,  he 
shall  yet  have  the  means  of  securing  a 
competence  for  himself  and  his  family. 
Bat  if  it  were  possible  that  your  verdict 
were  to  consign  him  to  banishment  fi*om 
his  country,  those  whom  he  holds  dearer 
than  his  life  would  be  left  unprovided  for. 
An  appeal  was  made  to  you  as  if  Mr. 
Ihify  were  an  enemy  to  the  rights  of 


property.  Who  has  the  most  to  fear  from 
revolution  and  anarchy  P  It  is  the  literary 
man.  It  is  not  in  times  of  revolution  or 
social  convulsion,  but  in  times  of  peace 
and  tranquillity  that  literature  shmes ; 
and  if  there  be  any  man  in  that  box  who 
has  made  a  fortune  by  the  pursuits  of 
commerce,  or  has  inherited  it  from  his 
father,  and  has  therefore  a  feeling  for 
social  order,  let  it  be  recollected  that 
there  is  a  man  who  has  a  deeper  interest 
in  the  maintenance  of  tranquillity,  and 
that  is  the  man  whose  bread  depends  on 
his  literary  exertion. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  show  you 
the  great  hardships  to  which  he  has 
been  subjected,  and  I  now  come  to  the 
question  you  have  to  try.  To  judge  of 
these  publications,  you  must  know  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  they  were  written, 
and  the  character  of  the  man  by  whom  they 
were  written.  Once  more  I  implore  of  you 
to  dismiss  from  your  minds  any  prejudice  . 
that  you  may  have  formed  agaiiidt  the 
prisouer.  Do  not  understand  me  as  refer- 
ring to  unworthy  prejudices,  for  those 
I  caimot  apprehend  ;  but  there  are  preju- 
dices which  every  right-minded  man 
oueht  to  feel.  On  this  subject  I  cannot 
address  you  better  than  in  the  words  of 
the  greatest  advocate  that  ever  proclaimed 
the  principles  of  British  law— I  mean 
Erekine,  on  the  trial  of  Home  Tooke  for 
high  treason  (a) — 

"  I  had  to  coDtend,  in  the  first  place,  against 
the  vast  and  exteosive  influence  of  the  Grown ; 
I  had  to  straggle  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
case  with  that  deep  and  solid  interest,  which 
every  ffood  subject  takes,  and  ought  to  take,  in 
the  me  of  the  chief  maffistrate  appointed  to 
execute  the  laws,  and  whose  safety  is  so  in- 
separably connected  with  the  general  happiness 
and  stability  of  the  government.     I  had  farther 
to  contend  with  an  interest  more  powerful  and 
energetic — with  that  generous  and  benevolent 
interest,  founded  upon  affection  for  the  King's 
person,  which  has  so  long  been,  and,  I  trust, 
ever  will  remain,  the  characteristic  of  English- 
men.   These  prepossessions,  just  in  themselves, 
but  connected  with  dangerous  partialities,  would 
at  any  time  have  been  sufficiently  formidable ; 
but  at  what  season  had  I  to  contend  with  them  ? 
I  bad  to  contend  with  them  when  a  cloud  of 
prejudices  covered  every  person  whose  name 
could  be  mentioned  or  thought  of  in  the  course 
of  my  defence — prejudices  not  only  propagated 
by  honest  though  mistaken  seal,  but  fomented 
in  other  quarters  by  wickedness  beyond   the 
power  uf  languajre  to  express — and  all  directed 
against  the  societies  of  which  the  prisoners  were 
members,  only  because  they  had  presumed  to  do 
what  those  who  prosecuted   them  had    done 
before  them  in  other  times,  and  from  the  doing 
of  which  they  had  raised  their  fortunes,  and 
acquired  the  very  powers   to    prosecute    and 
oppress." 

(a)  25  St;  Tr.  258. 
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Dare  I  mention  myself  in  the  same 
sentence  with  that  great  advocate,  I  would 
say  that  I  have  to  struggle  against  all 
these  feelings.  I  have  to  strng^i^le  against 
the  honest  feeling  of  loyalty  that  makes 
every  man  resent  with  indignation  an 
attempt  against  our  Sovereign.  I  have  to 
contend  against  the  vast  power  of  the 
Crown,  whioli  makes  every  man  who 
looks  for  the  pettiest  office  from  Govern- 
ment fancy  that  he  recommends  himself 
by  slandering  the  prisoner  at  the  bar — 
against  vour  own  prepossessions  in  favour 
of  public  order — against  your  own  love 
for  the  stability  of  our  institutions — 
against  prejudices  sometimes  produced  by 
honest  and  mistaken  zeal,  but  fomented 
in  other  quarters  with  a  wickedness  beyond 
the  power  of  language  to  express — against 
the  cloud  of  prejudice  that  must  cover  the 
name  of  every  man  I  may  have  to  men- 
tion in  the  course  of  my  defence — ^that 
prejudice  against  members  of  the  societies 
to  which  the  prisoner  belonged,  and  only 
because  he  presumed  to  do  what  those  who 
prosecute  him  did  in  other  times,  and  by 
doing  which  they  raised  their  fortunes  and 
acquired  the  very  power  to  prosecute  and 
oppress.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  against 
ail  this  JSrikine  struggled,  and  struggled 
successfully.  The  power  of  the  Crown 
was  arrayed  as  it  is  now;  publications 
were  produced  as  they  are  now ;  acts  were 
proved  which  are  not  now.  A  case  was 
made  against  Hardy  and  against  Uorne 
Tooke,  compared  with  which  the  case 
made  against  my  client  is  as  nothing. 
But  an  English  jury  acquitted.  Lord 
John  Bu88ell  has  said  that  there  is  this 
diCTerence  between  English  juries  and 
Irish  juries — that  English  juries  find  for 
the  subject,  and  Irish  juries  for  the^Crown 
I  don't  believe  it.  I  know,  however,  that 
it  is  presumption  in  me,  as  the  humble 
advocate  of  msh  liberty,  to  set  myself  up 
against  this  great  advocate  of  Englisn 
liberty  ;  but  I  do  believe  in  my  soul  that 
your  verdict  in  the  present  case  will 
establish  Irish  liberty— aye.  and  the  safety 
of  the  throne  of  the  Queen,  upon  a  founda- 
tion on.  which  it  can  safely  rest^not 
arbitrary  law,  arbitral  ily  administered,  but 
constitutional  law  purely  administered, 
the  affections  of  her  loyal  Irish  subjects; 
because,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  am  one 
of  those  who  believe  that  we  are  slaves  if 
the  throne  of  Queen  Victoria  rests  in 
Ireland  upon  British  soldiers  and  their 
support,  and  not  upon  that  foundation 
upon  which  I  trust  it  will  long  and  im- 
perishably  be  placed— the  loyalty  and 
affections  of  Irifinmen  themselves. 

I  have  divided,  as  I  before  told  jou,  this 
case  into  three  parts — the  publications  be- 
fore Mr.  VuffjfB  arrest,  the  publications 
after  his  arrest,   and  the  letter  to   Mr. 


O'Brien,  The  character  of  those  articles 
will,  of  course,  be  a  subject  for  your  con- 
sidera  tion ,  but  not  until  you  first  bring  your 
mind  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  evidence 
to  connect  the  prisoner  with  their  actual 
publication.  I  am  prepared  to  defend 
every  article  up  to  the  date  of  Mr.  Dufy's 
arrest,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  I 
will  satisfy  you  that  there  is  no  such 
evidence  as  that  to  which  I  have  iust 
alluded,  and  from  which  you  are  called 
upon  to  spell  out,  by  inference  or  guess, 
toe  design  imputed  by  the  Crown. 

Ball,  J.  :  You  have  repeatedly,  in  the 
course  of  your  address,  used  the  word 
"  inference  "  as  if  it  were  not  a  legitimate 
mode  of  arriving  at  the  fact.  I  think 
you  had  better  omit  it,  as  it  is  calculated 
to  mislead  the  jury. 

BtUt :  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  your 
lordship ;  but  what  I  meant  was  that  the 
inference  should  be  a  matter  of  moral 
certainty. 

Ball,  J. :  Then  you  had  better  substitute 
some  other  woi*d — say,  fancy  or  conjecture. 

Butt :  Conjecture — ^that  is  the  word, 
and  I  thank  your  lordship  for  supply- 
ing it  to  me.  Now,  gentlemen,  as  to 
the  articles  published  before  the  8th  of 
July,  I  apprehend  there  is  not  a  particle 
of  evidence,  except  that  they  were  pub- 
lished in  the  newspaper  of  which  the 
pnsoner  was  registered  proprietor.  The 
signature  you  will  observe  at  the  top 
of  each  paper  does  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  imply  that  the  proprietor  ever  read 
the  articles  published  in  it,  much  less  liiat 
be  wrote  them ;  for  the  paper  is  always 
lodged  in  the  Stamp  Office  before  the 
leaves  are  cut  I  contested  this  before; 
and  I  again  assert  that  up  to  Uiis 
moment  there  has  never  been  aiK)nviclion 
of  any  man  under  this  Act  upon  the  mere 
proof  that  he  is  the  registered  proprietor 
of  the  newspaper.  Never.  In  Martiyi*$ 
case  he  admitted,  through  me,  that  he 
was  the  author  of  some  of  those  articles, 
and  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty, 
but  recommended  him  to  mercy,  because 
the  articles  upon  which  they  found  him 
guilty  were  written  at  a  particular  time. 
In  0  jDoherty^B  case  his  handwriting  was 
proved.  In  WillictmB'a  case,  the  indictment 
being  the  same — WiUiamB  being  the  pro* 
prietor  of  the  newspapei^-no  P'oof  was 
given  of  his  handwriting.  The  jury 
acquitted  Williami,  O'Boherty  was  con- 
victed. Therefore,  gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
if  you  now  find  a  verdict  of  guilty  against 
Mr.  Duffy,  merely  upon  the  proof  of  his 
being  registered  proprietor  of  the  Hatum, 
you  will  oe  the  first  jury  who  ever  did  so. 

What  is  the  £act  P  The  prisoner  signed 
this  declaration  on  the  8th  of  August, 
1644,  that  he  was  the  proprietor,  prinieri 
and  publisher  of  the  paper.    And  what  is 
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that?    That  he  was    the  owner  of  the 
printing  offioe.  and  paid  the  men,  and  was 

froprietor  of  the  types,  but  nothing  more, 
t  is  not  proved  that  he  was  cognizant  of 
what  the  paper  contained.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  appears  on  the  face  of  the  decla- 
ration that  he  was  then  a  prisoner  in 
Bridewell  Gao]  J  a)  You  will  be  told  a  great 
deal  about  pnblication.  We  do  not  deny 
that  Mr.  Duffy  published  this  paper.  If 
I  banded  this  paper  to  one  of  yon,  and 
said  **  Did  you  see  the  Nati/m  to-day  P  '* 
that  would  be  conclusive  evidence  of  pub- 
lication. But  wonld  you  on  your  oaths 
say  that  I  should  be  convicted  of  treason 
for  it.  Other  evidence  might  have  been 
hrought  forward,  that  Mr.  Duffy  was  seen 
at  the  NcUion  offioe,  that  he  read  these 
publications,  that  he  corrected  the  proofs. 
On  a  former  occasion,  I  put  a  case 
where,  supposing  a  dig^iitary  of  the 
Church  was  the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper, 
could  this  dignitary  be  found  guilty  in  a 
criminal  prosecution  for  something  which 
appeared  in  his  journal  whilst  he  was 
engaged  in  attending  to  the  duties  of  his 
church,  and  of  which  he  knew  nothing  ? 
The  doctrine  of  showing  we  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it  is  monstrous  -  it  is  opposed 
to  that  principle  of  law  which  makes  it 
imperative  that,  until  the  affirmative  is 
niade  out,  the  prisoner  need  not  open  his 
lips.  I  apprehend  that  that  has  not  been 
the  case  here  ;  and  1  therefore  most  con- 
fidently ask  you  to  return  a  verdict  of  not 
guilty.  T  propose,  gentlemen,  to  con- 
sider those  articles;  and  I  think  I 
will  convince  you  of  what  may  be 
of  importance — that  not  one  of  them 
could  justify  you,  even  if  it  were  proven 
that  Mr.  Duffy  was  present  at  the  print- 
ing of  them  and  wrote  them,  in  convict- 
ing him  of  having  entertained  treasonable 
designs.  Now,  observe,  gentlemen,  that 
the  first  of  these  articles  is  dated  the  8rd 
June.  The  Crown  have  told  you,  and  per- 
haps they  will  repeat  it  to  you,  that, 
previous  to  the  publication,  there  did 
exist  in  Ireland  designs  of  a  treasonable 
nature.  Of  that,  gentlemen,  there  is  no 
evidence;  and  I  am  justified  in  assuming 
that  up  to  the  3rd  of  June,  every  word 
published  in  the  Nation  was  innocent. 
This  article  of  June  3rd  has  reference  to 
a  plan  for  the  formation  of  an  Irish  League. 
The  League  was  to  be  a  peaceful  associa- 
tion, in  which  Mr.  John  O'ConneU  and  the 
Conciliation  Hall  Repealers  were  to  join 
with  Mr.  Duffy  and  the  other  portion  of 
the  Bepealers  difi'erent  from  them.  Now, 
if  Mr.  Duffy  had  the  design  imputed  to 
him  here  m  writing  that  article,  why,  he 
woold  defeat  the  object  which  the  League 

(a)  See  Beg,  ▼.  {yConnell  and  others,  5  St. 
Tr.  N.S.  1. 


was  designed  to  effect.  I  assert  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  League  to  be  perfectly  legal. 
I  say  the  principles  of  this  League  violated 
no  law.  [Counsel  read  the  article  "The 
Business  of  To.day.**(a)l  Now  I  ask  vou, 
oil  your  oaths,  is  there  one  word  in 
that  to  imply  a  design  to  interfere  with 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Queen  P  It 
does  implv  what  I  told  you;  he  did  en- 
tertain a  desire  to  unite  ,the  whole  Irish 
nation  in  a  demand  for  Repeal.  Docs  it 
imply  moreP  Why,  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  how  many  speeches  could  I  quote  of 
O'ConneU^s,  in  which  much  stronger  lan- 
guage, in  reference  to  organizing  the 
country,  is  used — speeches  applauded,  en- 
couraged, rewarded  by  the  very  men  who 
are  now  prosecuting  tho  prisoner  at  the 
bar  P  Do  I  ask  you,  therefore,  to  condemn 
the  memory  of  Mr,  O'Connellt  No,  but 
to  show  you  this — that  this  attempt  to  use 
the  strong  language  of  political  organiza- 
tion to  condemn  a  man  is,  in  reality,  op- 
pression and  persecution.  Had  not  Mr. 
OUJonnell  an  attestation  from  his  Sovereign 
to  his  loyalty,  even  after  he  used  language 
stronger  than  this  P  Did  not  his  Sovereign 
ofl'er  him  a  place  by  which,  if  G-od  had 
spared  him,  he  might  be  even  now  trying 
this  prisoner  at  the  barP  Did  not  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  keeper  of  the  Queen's 
conscience,  restore  him  to  the  commission 
of  the  peace  P  Gracious  Heaven,  and  am 
I  now  to  be  told  that  this  is  treason  P  Do 
we  remember  the  agitation  on  the  othei* 
side — do  we  remember  the  Brunswick 
Clubs,  and  the  instructions  issued  to  every 
parish  in  Ireland — do  we  remember  the 
missions  sent  to  England  to  organise  there 
—  do  we  remember  the  Orange  lodges 
patronized  and  encouraged  by  the  Govern- 
ment—and, in  the  name  of  justice,  is  it  to 
be  said  in  the  land  where  these  things  met 
approval  and  encouragement,  that  this 
man  at  the  bar,  because  he  has  dared  to 
array  himself  against  power,  in  to  be 
made  a  victim  of  oppression  P  No  (turning 
to  the  prisoner),  you  are  safe.  There 
(pointing  to  the  jury-box),  there  is  your  pro- 
tection. A  lury  who  value  liberty,  and 
ihe  peace  and  happiness  of  a  country,  never 
can  find  you  guilty  on  evidence  sach  as 
this.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  was  he 
pleading  for  the  life  of  Ireland  P  Is  your 
country  dying  day  by  day,  and  hour  by 
hour,  before  yi»ur  eyes,  and  nothing  done 
to  raise  it  P  Are  your  gentry  beggared — 
are  your  merchants  prosperous — are  your 
shopkeepers  independent  P  Oh,  was  it  too 
strong  language  to  say,  that,  unless  the 
voice  of  Ireland  and  the  will  of  Ireland 
should  be  forced  by  an  unequivocal  de- 
monstration of  Irish  power  upon  England, 
that  we  are  flinging  away  the  last  hope  of 

(a)  See  above^  p.  878. 
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this  old  Celtic  race  P  He  may  have  been 
wrong  in  the  means  by  which  he  attempted 
to  remedy  this  state  of.  things.  I  don't 
ask  yon,  nor  am  I  called  npon,  to  express 
any  opinion  as  to  whether  Repeal  would 
remedy  them ;  bnt  is  there  one  of  yon  who 
will  say  that  in  reference  to  them,  this  is 
too  strong  language  to  use  P  What  did  we 
read  the  other  day  in  one  of  the  English 
newspapers  P — 

"That  at  last  English  sympathy  was  awake 
to  the  gradual  extermination  of  this  Celtic  race, 
not  because  they  had  a  right  to  the  soil  on 
which  they  were  born,  but  because  England 
could  not  afford " 

The  Solieiior-Qenercd  objected  to  this 
line  of  observation. 

Butt  said  he  was  allowed  to  use  a  similar 
course  of  observation  on  the  trials  for  se- 
dition in  the  Queen's  Bench,  and  at  the 
Special  Commission  in  Clonmel. 

After  some  discussion  on  the  point, 
BuU  resumed  his  argument.  Well,  gen- 
tlemen of  the  jury,  the  Court  has  thought 
that  I  ought  not  to  adrert  particularly  to 
articles  to  which  I  would  be  very  glad  to 
call  your  attention;  but  you  know  as  a 
matter  of  notoriety  that  it  has  been  said 
that  England  could  not  afford  to  part  with 
this  Celtic  race,  because  they  should  re- 
main to  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water.  Then,  ffentlemon  of  the  jury,  if 
that  language  has  been  used,  is  it  too 
strong  to  say,  that  in  expressing  the 
national  will,  or  in  demanding  justice  for 
the  country,  he  was  playing  for  the  life  of 
Ireland  P  This  language  he  has  used  may 
be  seditious  ;  but  the  question  you  have  to 
ask  yourselves  is — is  it  treasonable  P  I  think 
I  have  sotne  little  reason  to  complain  of 
the  Attorney- OeneraV 8  mode  of  opening 
this  case.  He  read  all  those  articles 
from  beginning  to  end  exactly  as  they  are 
stated  in  the  indictment,  and  I  am  utterly 
at  a  loss  to  know  what  particular  passages 
the  Crown  will  rely  upon,  and  I  can  only 
deal  with  those  which  may  appear  to  he 
considered  as  the  strongest  against  us. 
This  passage  I  am  now  referring  to  applies 
to  the  Irish  League,  and  what  does  it 
meanP  Why,  that  the  power  of  this  leac;ue 
was  to  be  more  honoured  in  Ireland  than- 
the  an  thori^  of  the  Lord  Lieu  tenant  That 
may  be  seilition,  but  I  deny  that  it  is 
treason.  How  often  was  it  boasted  in 
Conciliation  Hall  that  their  decrees  were 
obeyed  and  answered  where  the  proclama- 
tions of  the  Viceroy  were  ineffectual  P  In 
Mr.  Wy8e*$  History  of  the  Catholic  Associ- 
ation—I hope  that  is  a  matter  of  history 
— it  is  written  that,  when  the  proclama- 
tions of  the  Viceroy  were  disregarded, 
those  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Association 
were  implicitly  obeved.  Was  Mr.  Wy$e 
indicted  for  treason  r  Where  is  he  now  P 
The  next  pMsage  was  that  in  which  the 


writer  called  on  the  people  of  Ireland  to 
arm,  in  order  that  they  might  be  able  to 
present  the  Ultima  roHo  to  England.  I 
am  not  called  on  to  argue  that  this 
language  was  proper  or  justifiable,  but 
that  it  was  not  treasonable.  I  may  re- 
mind you  that  there  was  a  time  when  a 
Protestant  clergyman,  and  a  fellow  of  the 
University,  called  on  the  landlords  of 
Ulster  to  arm  their  tenantry  in  order  to 
protect  their  rights  and  property ;  and 
the  celebrated  Bill  of  Bights  declared  that 
it  was  the  inalienable  privilege  of  every 
British  subject  to  bear  arms.  Again  I  oill 
on  you  to  remember  that  it  is  not  from 
any  chance  expression  that  yon  are  to 
infer  the  guilt  of  my  client ;  for  you  must 
be  satisfiM  that  these  articles  expressed, 
I  uttered,  and  declared  a  settled  and  fixed 
design  to  depose  the  Queen,  or  to  levy 
war  against  her.  The  next  parag^ph 
relied  upon  by  the  Crown  states  that  the 
League  was  established  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  formation  of  clubs,  composed 
of  men  who  were  prepared  to  confront 
the  majesty  of  England  or  the  sterner 
majesty  of  death.  Is  there  treason  in  that  P 
There  is  a  declaration  that  there  ought  to 
be  a  concentration  of  national  powers  to 
effect  a  Repeal  of  the  Union ;  but  is  there 
anything  to  import  that  he  conspired  to 
coerce  the  person  of  the  Queen  of  England, 
or  impose  restraint  on  the  royal  wUlP 
[Counsel  then  read  several  passages 
advocating  the  formation  of  a  council  of 
dCM),  a  system  of  combined  and  united 
action  on  the  part  of  all  Repealers,  and 
declaring  that  should  the  power  of  the 
empire  he  flung  upon  Ireland,  the  British 
flag  would  be  assailed  in  every  latitude 
and  in  every  clime.]  Is  that  treason? 
The  meaning  of  it  is,  that  if  the  power  of 
the  empire  be  cast  npon  Ireland,  there 
should  be  a  war ;  but  you  must  omit  the 
word  if— leave  out  the  hypothesis  al- 
together— ^before  you  can  find  that  it 
amounts  to  treason.  I  will  now  read  to 
you  a  speech  which  was  the  subject  of  an 
mdictment  for  sedition 

Solidtor-OeneraZ :  1  object  to  the  read- 
ing of  this  speech.  I  don't  see  how  it  can 
be  applicable  to  the  present  case. 

Ball,  J. :  If  you  show  that  language 
stronger  than  this  has  not  been  prosecnted, 
that  would  be  irrelevant;  if  you  show  it 
has  been  prosecuted  and  declared  not  to 
be  sedition,  it  might  be  in  point. 

BuU:  1  intend  to  read  a  series  of 
speeches  made  by  persons  who  have  since 
fa^n  preferred  to  the  highest  offices  in 
the  state — speeches  quite  as  strong  as 
anything  in  these  articles.  Suppose  I 
show  that  the  prisoner  did  not  go  beyond 
the  latitude  allowed  to  political  writers  in 
this  country,  I  have  goae  a  long  way  to« 
wards  establishing  my  case. 
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Lbfrot,  6. :  I  most  protest  I  have  no 
notion  that  sacll  speeches  can  be  read. 

BuU :  I  can  only  say  that  I  was  allowed 
to  adopt  a  similar  coarse  in  the  Queen's 
Bench  and  at  Glonmel.  If  your  lordships 
won't  allow  me  the  latitude  that  I  had  in 
the  Qneen's  Bench,  and  that  was  extended 
to  Sfr  F,  Polloek  in  Frost* b  case, (a)  I  will 
bow  to  the  decision ;  bub  it  will  be  a  very 
serious  consideration  whether,  if  I  am  not 
allowed  to  defend  my  client  as  I  think  I 
oup^ht  to,  I  had  not  better  leave  the  case  as 
it  IS. 

Lbfbot,  B.-  :  That  is  a  matter  for  your 
own  discretion. 

BoUdtoT'OeneraX :  In  a  case  in  this 
Court,  before  Baron  Pennefather,  I  did 
interpose,  and  the  learned  judge  stated 
that  the  Court  must  trust  in  a  great  extent 
to  the  discretion  of  oounsel ;  but  in  a  sub- 
sequent case  Mr.  Justice  Crampton  anim- 
adverted Tery  strongly  on  the  introduction 
of  similar  topics. 

Ball,  J. :  What  I  want  is  an  authority, 
where  the  objection  was  taken  by  the 
Crown  and  upheld  by  the  Court.  In 
Sardy's  ca8e,(&)  the  matter  was  allowed 
to  pass  8ub  iilentio. 

BuU  referred  to  ShieVi  speech  in  O^Oon* 
neU'tf  ca8e,(c)  and  to  B<MretV9  case,  in 
which  Mr.  O'OouneZZ  read  to  the  judges  their 
own  speeches  against  the  Union ;  he  again 
referred  to  the  trials  at  Clonmel,  and 
claimed  to  be  entitled  to  read  the  extracts 
as  matters  of  history. 

The  Attorney- Oenerid  said  that,  as  the 
matter  had  been  raised,  he  should  ask  a 
ruling  on  it.  At  Clonmel,  the  extracts 
alluded  to  might  have  been  read.  He  was 
out  of  court  for  several  hours,  and  could 
not  say  what  was  read. 

Ball,  J.,  ruled  that  the  extracts  might 
be  read.  In  strictness  of  law,  and  upon 
principle,  they  would  not  be  admis- 
sible; but  when  the  Court  found  that 
something  like  a  practice  of  the  kind  had 
sprung  up  without  objection,  and  that 
it  had  been  allowed  at  Clonmel,  they 
did  not  think  they  could  prevent  Mr. 
BuU  from  following  the  same  course  now. 

Lbfrot,  B.,  concurred ;  but  lest  it 
might  be  supposed  that  the  Court  .sanc- 
tioned the  reading  of  the  extracts  as  a 
legal  right,  it  was  proper  to  state  that  the 
Court  considered  them  irrelevant  and  in- 
admissible in  point  of  law  ;  yet,  as  it  had 
been  allowed  by  very  high  tribunals,  the 
Court  could  not  fly  in  the  face  of  such  pre- 
cedents by  proTenting  counsel  from  read- 
ing them. 

iutt:  Well,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I 
won't  take  undue  advantage  of  the  liber- 


(a)  4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  b6. 
(6)  24  St.  Tr.  199. 
{c)  5  6t.  Tr.  N.S.  1. 


ality  of  the  Court,  nor  introduce  a  single 
topic  that  I  dou't  feel  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Having  read  the  extract  from  the 
ariicle  where  the  writer  talks  of  what 
might  occur  if  the  empire  was  flung  upon 
Ireland,  I  shall  read  for  you  an  extract 
from  a  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  O^Connell 
in  1843.  [Counsel  then  read  an  extract 
in  which  Mr.  O'ConneU  was  represented 
to  have  said  (a) — 

*'  Let  Bnglaud  attack  ufl,  and  .what  will  be  the 
conseqaence — what  will  be  the  state  of  the  8  J 
per  CenU  ?  Let  them  attack  us,  and  when  the 
Irishman,  stepping  out  of  the  steamboat  from 
Ireland,  tells  his  countrymen  who  inquires  for 
his  friends,  that  they  were  shot  down  or  sabred 
by  the  military,  how  many  fires  would  instan- 
taneously blaze  out  in  the  manufacturing  towns 
of  England  ?  No  ;  Enghind  must  discuss  the 
question  with  us.*'] 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  yon  see  how 
similar  that  language  is  to  this  charged 
against  my  client.  If  Mr.  O^Connell  were 
for  this  language  before  you  on  a  charge 
of  treason  or  treason  felony,  could  you  say 
that  he  uttered  and  declared  the  intention 
to  depose  the  Queen  P  If  you  could  not, 
and  I  am  sure  you  would  not,  why  should 
you  be  asked  to  convict  my  client  P  Do 
you  recollect  these  lines  so  often  repeated 
by  Mr.  O'ConneU^ 

"  0  Ireland,  will  it  e'er  be  mine 
To  wreak  thy  wrongs  in  battle  line ; 
To  lift  my  victor  h^id  and  see 
Thy  hUls,  thy  dales,  thy  valleys  free  ? 
That  glance  of  bliss  is  all  I  crave, 
Between  m}-  labours  and  the  grave.*' 
Would  you  find  Mr.  O^GonneHl  guilty  of 
treason,  or  of  the  charge  here,  for  that  lan- 
guage P    Subsequent  to  that  language  he 
was  patronised  and  rewarded  by  the  Sove- 
reign in  whose  name  this  prosecution  is 
carried  on. 

If  I  show  you  that  similar  language  has 
been  tolerated  in  others,  have  I  not  gone  a 
long  way  towards  showing  you  that  it  is 
not  felony  in  my  client  P  Do  you  remem- 
ber when  Mr.  0*Connell  was  prosecuted  for 
sedition  P  That  conviction  was  reversed 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  by  some  of  the 
men  forming  the  present  ministry.  Who 
entered  a  protest  on  the  journals  of  the 
House  of  Lords  against  the  trial  of  O^Oon- 
neU  ?  The  present  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land signed  the  prot-est.  Am  I  not  justi- 
fied in  saying  that  there  are  atrong 
grounds  for  your  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  prisoner  is  not  guilty  of  the 
felony  charged. 

There  is  another  article  here  of  which 
my  client  need  not  be  ashamed,  showing 
that  Ireland  was  able  to  maintain  her  inde- 
pendence. I  admit  it  speaks  of  her  mili- 
tary  resources;  but  you  will  recollect 
what  0*OonneU  said,  and  that  my  client 

(a)  See  5  St  Tr.  N.8.  120. 
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is  here  writing  in  answer  to  the  statement 
of  an  English  newspaper,  that  Ireland 
was  at  the  mercy  of  England.  Now  I  for 
one  believe  ana  I  tmst  there  are  thou- 
sands of  men  ready  to  shed  their  blood 
to  uphold  the  authority  of  the  Queen,  who 
would  die  on  a  battle-field  rather  than 
acknowledge  that  Ireland  «^as  held  by  the 
British  Crown  b>  any  other  authority  than 
that  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Irish  people. 
There  is  one  article  in  this  paper  of  the 
8ih  of  July,  and  it  is  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  membiers  of  the  Dublin  clubs  by  Mr. 
Meagher.  In  point  of  fact  Mr.  Duffy 
never  saw  that  letter.  How  am  I  to  prove 
that  P  Will  the  Crown  i»ermit  me  now  to 
read  a  letter  I  have  in  my  hand  from  Mr. 
Meagher  on  that  subject  P  [The  Solicitor' 
General  intimated  his  dissent.]  I  cannot 
read  it  now  if  it  is  objected  to.  I  will 
at  once  admit  to  you  that  Mr.  Dvffy  did 
take  a  part  in  the  formation  of  clubs ;  but 
they  were  formed  at  periods  long  before 
there  was  the  slightest  idea  of  any  insur- 
rectionary  movement.  They  were  formed 
by  Mr.  Dvffy  to  cnrry  out  what  I  told  you 
wae  his  great  object — the  education  of  the 
people— and  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  docu- 
ment which  I  will  make  evidence  in  this 
case,  and  which  will  show  the  objects 
which  Mr.  Duffy  contemplated  in  the  for- 
mation of  these  clubs.  This  is  a  docu- 
ment which  he  himself  drew  up,  and  in  it 
is  laid  down  the  object  and  design  of  these 
clubs.  lO^Hagan  then  read  the  document, 
which  expressed  the  prisoner's  views  as  to 
the  purposes  of  education,  Ac,  for  which 
it  was  depirable  the  clubs  should  be  or- 
gan ized.(a)] 

BuU:  I  confess  I  would  not  have 
thou^iht  it  necessary  to  read  this  but  that 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  confident  in  the 
honesty  of  his  own  purposes,  desires  that 
the  purposes  he  had  in  view  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  these  clubs  should  be  fully 
before  you.  You  will  observe  that  the 
object  of  these  clubs  is  here  stated  to  be 
the  education  of  the  people,  exactly  falling 
in  with  what  I  stated  to  you  was  the  great 
ambition  of  his  life  —to  encourage  Irish 
manufactures,  and  to  promote  the  return 
of  Irish  members  who  would  act  for  the 
benefit  of  this  country,  independent  of  all 
English  parties.  Another  duty  of  these 
oluDS  was  to  procure  signatures  to  ad- 
dresses to  the  Queen,  and  lastly  to  dis- 
courage all  secret  societies  whatsoever. 
And  now — I  care  not  what  your  opinions 
may  be^I  a^k  you,  could  there  be  a  pro- 
gramme more  unobjectionable  to  any 
honest,  right-thinking  Irishman,  or  more 
calculated  to  unite  in  one  common  object 
for  the  peacelul  attainment  of  a  great 
national  purpose  Irishmen  of  all  shades  of 

(o)  See  below,  p.  981. 


party  P  I  have  now  given  you  all  the 
articles  previous  to  the  8th  of  July,  the 
day  my  client  was  arrested,  and  I  ask  you 
to  find  in  any  of  those  articles,  even  if  yon 
believe  we  had  cognizance  of  them,  any- 
thing that  would  justify  you  in  finding 
him  guilty  of  the  charge  here  imputed  to 
him. 

[Counsel  proceeded  to  comment  on  the 
letter  to  Smith  O'Brien,  Without  raising 
any  question  as  to  the  handwriting,  there 
was  no  evidence  that  it  was  written  after 
the  passing  of  11  &  12  Vict,  c.  12.  On 
Mr.  Meagher* 8  trial  the  Crown  read  a 
letter  about  organizing  clubs,  &o.,  which 
the  defence  were  able  to  prove  was  written 
fourteen  months  before  the  date  alleged  by 
the  Crown.  The  suggestion  that  the  letter 
was  written  in  answer  to  Mr.  0*Brien*s 
letter  published  in  the  Nation  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  was  not  enough.  Mr. 
O'Brien's  letter  might  have  been  written 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  though  pub- 
lished after.  In  their  bill  of  partisulars 
the  Crown  admit  having  the  manuscript 
of  Mr.  O'Brien's  letter,  but  have  not  pro- 
duced it.  Some  of  the  documents  found  in 
Mr.  O'BHen's  trunk  were  three  years  old.] 
I  will  tell  you  what  he  contemplated — 
the  revolution  of  having  the  Queen,  Lords, 
and  Commons  of  Ireland  once  more  sit- 
ting as  the  independent  legislature  oF  this 
ancient  kingdom.  Have  you  never  heard 
what  occurred  in  1782  called  a  revolu- 
tion ?  Have  you  never  heard  the  temper- 
ance movement  termed  a  revolution? 
Have  you  never  heard  the  Reform  Bill 
characterised  as  a  revolution  P  A  revolu- 
tion means  a  change  in  the  government  of 
a  country  ;  and  I  can  imagine  no  change 
to  which  that  word  would  be  more  appli- 
cable than  the  restoration  to  Ireland  of 
her  ancient  constitution.  But,  gentlemen, 
after  the  difficulties  which  exist  as  to  the 
date  of  this  letter,  I  am  sure  you  will  not, 
because  the  word  **  revolution  "  has  been 
used  in  it,  fasten  on  my  client  the  guilt  of 
treason.  The  Attorney  Oeneral  referred  to 
it  as  a  letter  iiiritten  from  one  ponfederato 
in  a  treasonable  conspiracy  to  another. 
If  this  were  so,  did  you  ever  see  such  a 
letter  as  this  written  under  those  circum- 
stances P  Does  he  say,  as  iu  Hardy'^a  case, 
"  We  have  a  thousand  armed  men  in  such  a 
place  on  whose  support  we  can  rely"P 
Does  he  say, "  Our  plans  have  been  brought 
j  to  maturity — the  people  are  prepared  to 
join  us — the  north  is  up— Tipperary  18  or- 
,  ganized— we  must  soon  strike  a  blow  "  P 
I  No  such  thing.  Here  you  have  a  secret 
I  and  confidential  communication  from 
which  are  dragged  to  light  tie  inmost 
thoughts  of  my  client's  heart;  and  I  ask 
you,  is  there  anything  in  it  to  sustain  the 
charge  in  the  indictment  P  If  there  were 
a  treasonable  design  then  in  progress,  and 
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in  which  Mr.  Dufy  was  concerned,  can 
jou  believe  that  sume  reference  wonld  not 
have  been  made  to  it  in  this  confidential 
commanication  to  a  friend?  Jarois  have 
often  wished,  in  the  uncertaintv  of  human 
eyidence,  that  they  bad  a  window  to  look 
into  and  search  the  hearts  of  men.  Here 
JOU  have  it.  In  this  letter,  written  when 
be  had  no  idea  that  it  wonld  ever  come 
nnder  jonr  notice,  his  most  secret  thoughts 
are  revealed,  and  yet  there  is  not  a  syl- 
lable in  it  to  indicate  the  existence  of  a 
treasonable  conspiracy.  To  be  sure  there 
is  an  allusion  to  Lafayette,  Who  was  he  P 
He  is  thus  described  by  Lamartinst  in  his 
History  of  the  Girondists — 

"  The  Marquis  de  La&yette  was  a  patrician, 
possessor  of  an  immense  fortune,  and  allied 
through  his  wife  with  the  greatest  families  of 
the  Court.  A  precocious  instinct  of  renown 
drove  him,  in  1777,  from  his  own  country.  It 
was  at  the  penod  of  the  war  of  independence  in 
America :  the  name  of  Washington  resounded 
throughout  tbe  two  countries.  A  youth  dreamed 
the  same  destiny  for  himself  in  the  delights  of  the 
effeminate  Court  of  Louis  XV. ;  that  youth  was 
Lalkyette.  He  privately  fitted  out  two  vessels 
with  arms  and  provisions,  and  arrived  at  Boston, 
where  Washington  hailed  him  as  he  would  have 
hailed  the  open  succour  of  France." 

Well,  gentlemen,  I  contend  that  the 
meaning  of  the  passage  in  Mr.  Duffy's 
letter,  comparing  Smith  O'Brien  to 
Lafayette,  is  simply  this  :  that  there  were 
men  connected  with  the  Repeal  agitation 
who  wished  to  use  it  for  the  purposes  of 
anarchy,  and  that  it  required  Mr.  O'Brien's 
influence  to  restrain  their  passions  and 
frustrate  their  designs.  He  tells  Mr. 
O'Brien  to  take  his  place  at  the  head  of 
the  movement,  otherwise  the  mere  anar- 
chists would  prevail,  and  a  bloody  chaos 
would  be  the  result.  Is  not  that  a  fair 
constraction  of  this  letter  P  If  he  had 
formed  a  treasonable  design,  would  not 
gome  reference  haye  been  made  to  it  in 
that  document?  I  submit,  in  the  first 
place,  that  there  is  no  evidence  as  to  tbe 
date  of  this  letter;  and,  secondly,  if  you 
believe  it  was  written  after  the  passing  of 
'  this  Act,  1  contend  that  it  contains  nothing 
disclosing  any  treasonable  design,  or  from 
which  you  can  say  that  he  expressed, 
uttered,  and  declared  an  intention  to  de- 
pose the  Queen.  With  reference  to  this 
letter,  the  Crown  have  required  you  on 
your  oaths  to  find  that  William  Smith 
O'Brien  was  levying  war  with  intent  to 
depose  the  Queen,  and  in  order  by  force 
and  constraint  to  compel  her  to  change  her 
measures  and  counsels.  Is  there  a  particle 
of  evidence  to  warrant  you  in  such  a 
proceeding?  They  have  produced  here 
one  policeman,  with  whose  party  and 
the  people  a  conflict  took  place ;  that 
and  Mr.  0'Brien'$  letter  are  the  only  evi- 


dence you  have.  Where  is  Mr.  Trant  who 
commanded  the  party  at  BallingarryF 
Is  there  saiisfactory  evidence  given 
to  you  of  tbe  circumstances  of  that  re- 
bellion P  Whatever  was  its  character,  if  it 
wa^  unpremeditated,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  say  that  Mr.  Duffy  was  a  party 
to  it.  Unpremeditated  it  undoubtedly 
wa9.  How  does  it  occur  ?  On  the  21st 
of  July  tbe  Parliament  passed  tbe  bill  sus- 
pending the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  f  and,  in 
doing  so,  they  acted  without  example  or 
precedent.  In  the  history  of  England 
there  is  no  instance  of  Parliament  having 
been  called  on  to  suspend  the  constitution, 
except  on  a  message  from  the  Crown 
stating  the  necessity  for  it,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  submitting  the  evidence  of  a 
committee  on  the  subject.  It  is  also  the 
first  time  in  which  the  personsof  members  of 
Parliament  were  made  liable  to  arrest  under 
that  arbitrary  Act.  We  will  prove  that  Mr. 
Duffy  was  a  prisoner,  closely  confined  in 
Newgate,  when  that  Act  was  passed;  and 
we  will  also  prove  that  at  the  time  Mr. 
O'Brien  had  no  contemplation— so  far  as 
his  acts  can  prove — no  idea  whatever  of 
embarking  in  any  revolutionary  move- 
ment, and  that  it  was  only  when  he  found 
a  warrant  issued  for  his  arrest  that  he  left 
Dublin.  What  is  the  evidence  we  have 
here  ?  That  he  addressed  the  people,  and 
asked  them  if  he  was  to  be  arrested.  I 
will  show  you,  however,  that  shortly  be- 
fore he  left  Dublin  he  was  contemplating 
with  the  Protestant  Repeal  Association — 
a  body  of  men  as  loyal  as  the  Crown  itself 
— the  holding  of  a  number  of  organized 
meetings  through  the  country,  having  for 
their  object  the  Bepeal  of  the  Union.  I 
must  say  that  I  think  there  was  a  very 
studied  withholding  of  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown  relative  to  the  trans- 
actions that  originaiea  this  alleged 
outbreak  in  the  country.  I  was  amazed 
— I  confess  I  was  amazed.  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State,  the  highest  ofiBcer  of 
the  Government  in  Ireland,  next  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  absence  of  the 
Chief  Secretary,  stated  that  he  was  not 
able  to  tell  me  what  were  the  documents 
in  Mr.  O'Brien's  trunk  ;  but  that  they  had 
been  handed  over — to  whomP  To  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  ?  To  the  Privy  Council  P 
No  ;  but  to  those  whom,  I  suppose,  we  are 
allowed  to  consider  as  constituting  the 
Government  of  Ireland — very  respectable 
gentlemen,  certainly — the  heads  of  the 
detectives  in  Ireland — the  Commissioners 
of  Metropolitan  Police  (a  lau>;h).  I  ask 
you,  seriously,  can  you  conceive  such  a 
disclosure  as  that  made  by  the  highest 
official  and  authority  in  Ireland,  that  at 
the  time  when  yon  are  called  upon  to  be- 
lieve that  rebellion  was  raging  through 
the  provinces,  and  that  an  anQed   con- 
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spiracy  was  on  foot  to  dethrone  the  Queen 
— 'that  at  that  moment  the  trank  of  the 
leader  of  the  insurgents,  if  you  will  so  call 
them,  was  seized  and  handed  oyer  to  the 
Under  8ecreta/ry,  who  carefully  labelled 
all  the  documents,  without  examining 
any  one  of  them,  and  then  handed  them 
over  to  thecuRtody  of  the  police,  in  whose 
possession  they  have  since  remained  P  I 
ask  you,  is  not  that  a  studied  withholding 
from  you,  a  studied  withholding  from  the 
prisoner,  and  a  studied  withholding  from 
the  public,  of  the  facts  connected  With 
that  outbreak  at  BallingarryP  And  m 
the  absence  of  these  you  are  called  upon 
to  believe  that  it  was  a  premeditated  out- 
break to  which  Mr.  Duffy  was  a  party, 
Mr.  Duffy  at  that  time  being  safely  locked 
up  in  the  prison  of  Newgate.  Therefore, 
gentlemen,  so  far  as  this  letter  and  the 
evidence  in  relation  to  Mr.  0*Brien*8  acts 
are  concerned,  I  call  upon  you  to  dismiss 
them  entirely  from  your  consideration. 

And  now  I  come  to  the  last  branch  of 
eyidenoe,  that  having  reference  to  the 
articles  published  after  Mr.  Duffy* 8  arrest, 
and  of  which  there  is  no  evidence  ^ou  can 
belieye  that  he  is  the  author  or  writer  of  a 
single  one.  I  have  a  statement  to  make 
to  yon  which  I  confess  that  I  approach 
both  with  reluctance  and  pain.  The 
articles,  "The  Hour  of  Destiny"  and 
**  Jaota  Alea  Est,**  were  never  written  by 
my  client — they  are  the  productions  of  a 
lady.  I  will  prove  this  to  you,  and, 
furthermore,  I  will  prove  that  the  fact  has 
been  communicated  to  those  who  are 
prosecuting  for  the  Crown.  Mr.  Duffy 
never  saw  them ;  he  never  heaid  of  them  ; 
they  were  written,  as  I  have  already  told 
you,  by  one  of  the  fair  sex — not,  perhaps, 
a  very  formidable  opponent  to  the  whole 
military  power  of  Great  Britain.  I  wish 
I  could  avoid  this  statement ;  but  I 
feel  that  I  would  be  betraying  my  duty  to 
my  client  if  I  did  avoid  it.  I  can 
do  so,  because  it  is  not  likely  that  the 
Orown  will  institute  a  prosecution  against 
the  respectable  young  lady  whote  pro- 
dnctions  I  will  prove  them  to  be.  But, 
gentlemen  of  the  jnrv,  I  cannot  produce 
the  author  of  **  The  Ca8u$  Belli*'  neither 
can  I  produce  the  person  who  wrote 
the  **  Tocsin  of  Ireland."  and  simply  for 
this  reason,  that  if  they  be  in  the  country, 
and  for  aught  I  know  they  may  not,  a 
prosecution  against  them  would  un- 
doubtedly be  the  result.  In  bis  opening 
statement  the  Attorney- Oeneral  said  that 
the  Government  were  aware  that  the 
Nation  was  lending  itself  to  treasonable 
practices,  and  that,  therefore,  they  were 
watching  the  publication  of  the  22nd  of 
June.  Mr.  Duffy  then  being  in  cloee  con- 
finement, under  strict  surveillance,  and 
cariously  watched,  the  Government  did 


one  of  two  things — let  them  take  their 
choice.  Did  they  permit  him  to  send  out 
that  article,  **The  Tocsin  of  Ireland," 
knowing,  as  they  said  they  did,  that  he 
was  about  to  commit  treason,  and  watch- 
ing him  so  closely  that  they  could  have 
prevented  him,  if  they  wished?  No,  the 
Attorney' Ofmercd  would  fling  his  office  to 
the  winds  before  he  would  T)e  a  party  to 
such  an  act  of  treachery.  The  only  con- 
clusion, therefore,  that  you  can  cume  to, 
is,  that  it  was  never  written  by  mv  client, 
as  it  certainly  never  was.  Well,  they 
next  produce  from  the  NcUion  newspaper 
an  answer  to  correspondents,  stating  that 
Mr.  Duffy  could  not  send  any  letters  out 
from  prison,  but  that  he  hoped  to  *'  meet 
his  friends  under  the  green  banner 
again."  A  green  banner  was  high  trea- 
son sure.  If  every  man  who  spoke  of 
the  green  banner  is  to  be  consiaered  a 
traitor.  Tommy  Moore  should  have  lost 
his  pension  from  the  Crown  —  and 
very  properly  so  —  when  he  spoke  of 
the  green  flag  fluttering  o'er  him.  But 
does  not  this  evidence  establish  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Duffy  could  not  send  out  any 
letters  from  prison  P  You  have  heard  it 
stated  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  that, 
from  the  publication  of  the  22nd  of  July, 
the  Government  were  closely  watching  the 
publication  of  th#  29th.  Therefore,  I  ask 
you  to  infer  that  it  was  impo^isible  for  him 
to  escape  their  vigilance.  The  country 
was  in  rebellion,  Mr.  Duffy  was  in  close 
custody,  denied  access  to  his  nearest 
friends,  and  closely  watched.  Is  not  that 
strong  presumptive  proof  that  he  did  not 
write  the  article,  **  The  Tocsin  of  Ire- 
land "P  Now,  what  is  the  evidence 
against  the  prisoner  in  relation  to  "  The 
Tocsin  of  Ireland  "  P  The  first  part  of  the 
article  is  harmless  in  itself.  It  may  appear 
innocent  or  guilty,  according  to  the  por- 
tion to  which  it  is  annexed  ;  but  in  itself 
it  is  perfectly  innocent.  If  you  even  find 
that  he  caused  to  be  printed  the  part  that 
is  stated  to  be  in  his  own  hanawriting, 
that  will  not  support  the  indictment. 
Now,  here  are  the  words  in  the  manu- 
script^ 

"If  we  ftul — if  our  success  is  not  instan- 
taneous and  overwhelming — the  shame  will  lie 
with  men  pledged  to  the  cause,  or  secretly 
devoted  to  it,  but  who  hold  back  at  the  right 
moment  for  action.  And  verily  they  will  have 
their  reward.  If  the  cause  periHO,  no  cowardice, 
no  caution  will  save  them.  Disgrace  will  dog 
them  to  the  death.  Dishonour  will  sit  like  a 
household  fiend  on  their  hearths.  They  will  be 
a  byeword  of  seem ;  and  men  will  point  their 
fingers  at  them  till  the  grave  covers  them,  and 
the  worms  prey  upon  them." 

Now,  that  is  the  only  portion  of  the 
article  alleged  to  be  in  the  handwriting 
of  my  client.    Sappodng  that  yoa  were 
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to  beHeve  ihe  evidence  as  to  the  hand- 
writing, could  jou  find  him  guilty  on 
that  P  Peifeotly  impossible.  It  is  utterly 
impossible  that  you  coald  place  reliance 
upon  the  evideaoe  of  Mr.  Vernon^  as  to 
the  handwriting  of  my  client.  I  don't 
mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Vernon  would  swear 
what  be  did  not  believe  to  be  true ;  but 
▼ou  will  recollect,  that  on  a  former  trial 
he  swore  handwriting  to  be  Mr.  Duffy's 
which  was  not  his.  Then  take  the  evideace 
of  the  two  other  witnesses  who  did  not  see 
Hm  write  for  five  years.  Lowe  swure  that 
several  people  got  letters  to  go  to  the 
castle  to  see  if  they  could  prove  the  hand- 
writing. Only  two  have  come  forward, 
one  of  whom  has  been  sworn  to  be  un- 
worthy of  credit  on  his  oath,  and  the 
other  did  not  see  Mr.  Buffy  write  for  five 
years.  Is  that  sufficient  evidence  of  hand- 
writing? I  asked  Mr.  Dunlop  if  he 
thought  Lowe  worthy  of  credit  on  his 
oath.  With  the  tenderness  of  a  right- 
minded  man,  he,  a  witness  for  the  Crown, 
and  no  friend  of  Mr.  Duffy,  replied  that 
he  should  like  to  have  him  corroborated. 
That  pats  Lowe**  evidence  out  of  the  case. 
There  is  one  instance  in  the  State  Trials 
where  a  man  in  the  worst  days  of  British 
history  was  convicted  on  handwriting,  the 
trial  of  Algernon  Sidney.  But  after  the 
Bevolution,  when  the  liberties  of  England 
were  being  established,  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment was  passed  reversing  that  unjnst 
decision.  Unless  you  wish  to  leave  on 
record  a  damning  conviction  to  the  Courts 
of  Irish  Justice,  you  will  never  con- 
vict Mr.  Duffy  upon  evidence  of  hand- 
writing. 

Ball,  J. :  This  case  is  not  like  Sidney's. 
No  witness  there  spoke  to  the  prisoner's 
handwriting,  but  tne  jury  were  asked  to 
believe  it  was  his  from  a  comparison  with 
a  document  in  his  handwriting.  There 
has  been  no  such  comparison  here.  Mr. 
Butler  stated  that  he  looked  at  other 
documents,  not  because  he  entertained  a 
doubt,  but  to  make  himself  more  cer- 
tain. 

Butt:  Well,  now,gentlemenof  the  jury,  I 
will  summon  one  more  witness  to  prove 
to  you  that  my  client  did  not  write  this 
article ;  I  will  read  you  the  words  of  a 
peer  of  the  realm,  taken  down  from  his 
own  lips,  and  he  will  tell  you  on  the  honour 
of  a  minister  of  the  Crown  and  a  British 
peer,  that  which  I  shall  now  read  for  you — 

••The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  begged  to  state, 
in  explanation  of  what  had  just  been  referred  to 
by  the  noble  earl,  thai  those  letters  which  were 
dated  in  prison,  and  which  appeared  to  have 
been  written  by  a  pcdrson  in  prison,  were  not 
written  in  a  prison  at  all  (a  laugh),  but  were 
the  prodoction  of  some  individual  who  had 
astunied  the  name  and  character  of  the  person 
in  prison." 


That  is  the  statement  of  the  Marquis  of 
Lansdowne  in  the  House  of  Lords  when  he 
was  asked  if  the  Qovemraent  allowed 
Mr.  Duffy  to  write  articles  in  prison. 
It  is  relied  upon  here  that  the 
remark  on  this  article,  "  The  End  of  the 
Tocsin  of  Ireland,"  is  conclusive  against 
Mr.  Duffy.  Why,  to  my  mind,  it  is  con- 
clusive evidence  that  it  was  not  written 
by  Mr.  Duffy  at  all.  It  is  the  remark  of 
a  man  copying  the  article  in  the  printing 
office ;  because,  if  Mr.  Duffy  had  written  il 
in  Newgate,  it  would  have  been  a  con- 
tinuous article,  and  he  would  not  have 
sent  it  out  piecemeal. 

Having  presented  my  client's  case  to 
you  as  best  I  could  under  the  strong 
and  circumstantial  evidence  in  which 
you  will  have  to  consider  it  for  him 
after  our  testimony  shall  be  presented 
to  you,  I  shall  content  myself  with 
asking  you  to  try  this  case  by  the 
sacred  laws  of  British  rules — to  judge 
of  it  by  the  evidence  alone— not  to  yiel  d 
to  any  influence  of  speculation  or  guess, 
but  to  ask  yourselves  this  question^might 
not  every  fact  proved  here  be  quite  con- 
sistent with  the  prisoner's  innocence  of 
the  crime  imputed  to  him  in  this  indict- 
mentP  It  does  appear  to  me  a  strong 
thing  to  call  upon  a  jury  to  find  a  man 
guilty  of  a  treasonable  design  upon 
evidence  of  publication  alone.  If  lir. 
Duffy  was  here  charged  in  an  indictment 
containing  a  count  for  sedition,  and  one 
for  treason  felony,  would  you  hesitate  for 
a  moment — if  it  was  possible  for  vou  to 
convict  him  at  all — in  convicting  him  on 
that  for  sedition?  Therefore  I  now  im- 
plore of  you  to  recollect  that  this  indict- 
ment charges  him  with  having  in  his 
inmost  soul  and  heart  a  settled  purpose 
and  design  to  depose  the  Queen.  Had  not 
the  Crown  their  detectives  and  their  spies 
to  watch  every  movement,  and  did  they 
show  one  single  act  of  that  kind  in  which 
Mr.  Duffy  was  engaged.  Gentlemen  of 
the  jury,  I  have  to  apologise  for  having 
trespassed  so  long  on  your  time  and 
attention,  and  I  shall  now  conclude  by 
saying  that  I  most  confidently  expect 
your  verdict  of  acouittal.  I  believe  I 
have  demonstrated  tnat  you  ought  to  re- 
turn such  a  verdict,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  conviction  on  your  minds  will  be 
immeasurably  strengthened  when  you 
hear  the  evidence  we  shall  offer.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Tuesday,  February  20th. 

EVIDBNCE  FOR  THE  BbPENCB. 

Yery  Bev.  Theobald  Maihew — Examined 
hyBuU. 
I  am  a  Boman  Catholio  clergyman,  and 
have  known  Mr.  Dmffy  since   1841;  the 
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occasion  on  which  I  first  became  acquainted 
with  him  was  when  I  had  the  happiness 
to  bear  him  make  a  speech  at  a  soiree  in 
Newry;  that  was  in  October  184-];  the 
object  of  the  soiree  was  to  commemorate 
my  appearance  in  Newry,  to  hold  a  tem- 
perance meeting ;  [a  printed  docunvmt  was 
here  handed  to  the  witness)  this  is  a  sub- 
stantially correct  report  of  the  speech  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Duffy  on  that  occasion. 

The  Attomey-Oeneral  objected  to  the 
eridence. 

Butt»  Q.C.,  referred  to  Home  TooMs 
ca8e,(a)  0*ConneWs  ca9e,(6)  Martin's 
ca8e,(o)  and  Smith  0*Brien*s  case,((i)  where 
similar  eyidence  of  past  conduct  had  been 
admitted  to  show  with  what  intention  the 
acts  charged  were  done. 

Lef KOY,  B. :  These  decisions  are  a  sort 
of  anomaly,  but  there  they  are,  and  I  bow 
to  their  authority,  though  I  am  not  satis- 
fied with  the  reasons  for  them. 

Witness:  I  got  this  document  printed 
myself;  I  got  30,000  copies  of  it  struck  ofi*. 
I  recollect  seeing  Mr.  Duffy  in  Cork  in  the 
year  1844;  he  was  then  on  his  way  to 
Derrynane ;  he  requested  permission  to 
vi.^it  the  temperance  rooms,  and  I  sent  a 
friend  of  mine  to  accompany  him.  He 
said  that  I  fulfilled  all  his  expectations  in 
managing  the  temperance  society,  except 
in  the  formation  of  libraries;  that  was  m 
urging  his  views  as  expressed  at  Newry; 
T.  consider  Mr.  Duffy  a  man  of  the  highest 
integrity  and  principle ;  I  would  not  think 
him  a  man  likely  by  any  means  to  favour 
or  entertain  any  project  of  anarchy,  or 
spoliation  of  property. 

Cross-examimed  by  the  Attorney- General. 

I  have  had  no  interconrse  with  Mr. 
Duffy  since  1844,  except  by  letter. 

Ball,  J.  i  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you 
have  not  known  him  since  1844  except  by 
letter  P — I  have  had  two  letters  from  him 
since  then. 

Attomey-Oeneral :  Very  well ,  Dr.  Mathew, 
I  have  no  farther  questions  to  ask  yon. 

BtUt  read  report  of  the  speech  which 
contained  the  following  passage — 

'*  I  mean  ihat  our  societies  should  be  not  only 
associations  for  the  diifusion  of  total  abstinence 
principles,  but  for  improving  the  morals  and 
cultivating  the  underetandings  of  the  people. 
Why  should  not  every  teetotal  socii  ty  have  its 
lecture  room,  where  the  artizan  might  be  taught 
the  principles  of  mechanics — the  farmer  the  Utest 
improvements  in  agriculture,  and  every  one 
something  that  would  muke  him  a  better  man 
and  a  better  citizen  ?  Surely  no  operative  will 
be  a  worse  workman  for  knowing  the  scientific 
principles  of  the  pursuit  upon  which  his  labour 

(a)  25  St.  Tr.  1. 
(6)  5  St.  Tr.  N.S.  1. 
(c)  6  St.  Tr.  N.8.  925. 
(jd)  Above,  p.  1. 


is  expended — and  no  man  a  worse  member  of 
society  for  learning  his  duty  to  himself  and  his 
neighbour.  Lectures  are  the  only  means  by 
which  you  can  teach  an  adult  population ;  but  it 
may  be  thought  impracticable  to  find  compett* nt 
lecturers.  Fortunately  this  difficulty  is  much 
less  formidable  than  it  appears,  for  a  cheap 
substitute  is  always  at  hand  in  printed  lectures, 
which,  read  aloud  by  a  correct  and  e£fective 
reader,  would  be  scarcely  less  useful  or  interest- 
ing than  if  delivered  by  the  original  writer.  For 
humbler  learners,  might  there  not  be  evening 
schools  and  Sunday  schools?  for  the  proper 
principle  to  set  out  upon  is,  to  teach  everjr  per- 
son, or  enable  him  to  learn  something  which  he 
does  not  know  aheady.  If  he  knows  much, 
then  there  is  less  to  teach  him ;  if  he  kuows  Uttle, 
then  there  is  more  necessity  for  teaching.  Lend- 
ing libraries  would  also  be  exceedingly  usefhl ; 
and  books  have  become  so  cheap,  that  a  hand- 
some library  can  be  purchased  for  a  mere  trifle. 
If  the  system  of  joining  such  institutions  with 
our  societies  were  in  operation,  neiglibouring 
societies  could  exchange  their  collection  of  books, 
and  thus  doulile  their  means  of  information  and 
amusement  without  increasing  their  expenditure. 
I  do  not  doubt  of  seeing  the  day  when  every 
town  will  have  its  temperance  hall — and  every 
temperance  hall  its  school  room,  its  reading 
rooms,  its  lecture  rooms,  its.  exhibition  rooms, 
and  even  its  public  baths  and  gymnasium  for 
the  operative  classes.*' 

Right  Rev.  Michael  Blahe,  Bishop  of 
Dromore — Examined  by  O'Hagan, 

I  have  heard  the  evidence  of  Father 
Mathew ;  I  was  present  at  the  soiree  given 
to  Father  Mathew  in  Newry,  to  which  he 
referred.  I  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Duffy ; 
I  can  assert  with  perfect  confidence  that 
Mr.  Duffy's  character,  in  all  the  relations 
of  life,  as  a  Christian,  as  a  man  of  family, 
as  a  neighbonr,  as  a  member  of  society,  is 
blameless. 

A  Juror  (Bwrke) :  My  lord,  there  has 
been  a  great  deal  said  about  deposing 
the  Queen ;  do  you  think  Mr.  Duffy  would 
be  likely  to  injure  Queen  Victoria  if  she 
came  to  Ireland,  or  otherwise  P — I  think 
he  would  not. 

Do  you  think  any  man  or  woman  in 
Ireland  would  be  found  to  injure  the 
Queen  if  she  oame  to  Ireland  P — Indeed, 
I  think  not. 

John  ITt'ttiaww— Examined  by  Sir  (7. 
O'Loghlm. 

I  was  a  member  of  the  council  of  the 
Confederation.  Mr.  Duffy  was  a  member 
also ;  that  body  was  formed  early  in  1847; 
I  joined  it  in  March  1847 ;  it  was  originally 
formed  in  consequence  of  the  secession 
from  the  Repeal  Association ;  the  clube 
were  formed  generally  in  the  month  of 
June,  but  I  tnink  they  were  formed  in 
Dublin  rather  earlier ;  they  were  formed 
in  pursnanoe  of  the  report  of  a  oommittee. 
Mr.  DuffyifM  the  chairman  of  ihat  oom- 
mittee.   This  is  a  copy  of  the  report  which 
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1  hold  in  my  hand  (identlfits  same.)  I  also 
hold  iu  my  hand  a  docameut  which  purports 
to  be  a  lecture  on  the  use  and  capacity 
of  Confederate  clabs ;  that  lecture  was 
printed  by  the  council  of  the  Confedera- 
tion ;  both  these  documents  were  circulated 
by  them.  I  remember  a  difference  of 
opinion  having  arisen  in  the  Confedera- 
tion  between  Mr.  MUchel  and  Mr.  Duffy; 
a  public  debate  took  place  at  the  Botunda 
in  February  1848.  Mr.  Duffy  spoke  on 
that  occasion  against  Mr.  MitcheVe  amend- 
ment ;  Mr.  MitcheVs  amendment  was  lost ; 
Mr.  Duffy  voted  against  it.  There  was  a 
previous  discussion  on  the  same  subject 
in  the  council  of  the  Confederation,  where 
Mr.  Mitehel  opposed  Mr.  Duffy* %  views. 
I  read  the  report  of  the  meeting  at  the 
Rotunda  in  the  'Nation  newspaper ;  I  now 
see  a  series  of  resolutions  moved  there 
by  Mr.  Smithr  O^BHen,  and  an  amendment 
moved  hj  Mr,  Mitehel ;  I  consider  this  a 
true  report  of  them ;  I  now  see  Mr.  Duffy's 
speech  as  reported  in  the  Nation;  I  read 
it  the  morning  after  it  was  delivered,  and 
it  struck  me  as  being  a  remarkably  correct 
literal  report  of  what  Mr.  Duffy  said.  At 
a  subsequent  period  of  the  year  a  body 
was  formed  called  the  Protestant  Repeal 
Association,  of  which  I  became  a  member; 
I  am  a  Protestant ;  I  recollect  hearing  of 
negotiations  for  the  formation  of  a  body 
to  be  called  the  Irish  League.  The  Irish 
Confederation  was  adjourned  in  the  mouth 
of  Jnne  1848 ;  the  object  of  that  adjourn- 
ment was  to  make  room  for  the  Irish 
League ;  it  was  Mr.  Duffy  moved  the  ad- 
journment, and  I  heard  him  state  that  the 
League  was  to  consist  of  a  portion  of  both 
associations.  From  my  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Duffy  I  can  state  that  he  was  a  friend 
to  ]>eace  and  order.  I  am  aware  of  his 
having  opposed  violent  measures,  and 
violent  language.  I  have  heard  him  ex- 
press opinions  opposed  to  republicanism  in 
the  Con  federation.  Immediately  before  the 
suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  there 
was  an  intention  and  arrangement  on 
their  part  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings 
throughout  the  country.  Mr.  O'Brien 
arranged  to  go  down  to  Ulster  after  the 
deputation  from  the  Protestant  Repeal 
Association  had  been  there.  My  opinion 
of  Mr.  Duffy's  general  character  is,  tnat  he 
is  an  honest  and  honourable  man.  I  have 
uniformly  heard  him  express  opinions 
against  anarchy  and  spoliation  of  pro- 
perty. 

Ball,  J. :  Fix  the  latest  period  at  which 
you  heard  him  express  those  opinions  P — 
In  June  1848. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Solicitor-Oeneral. 
The  report  that  the  Prime  Minister  was 
about  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  suspension  of  the  Haieas  Corpus 

85234. 


Act  arrived  in  Dublin  on  the  22nd  of  July ; 
I  saw  it  placarded  at  Johnston's.  On  the 
2l8t  of  July  I  heard  from  Mr.  O'Brien 
that  he  was  going  down  to  the  south  to 
hold  meetings  at  Cork,  Wexford,  Ennis- 
corthy,  Ac.  A  short  time  before  that  he 
had  been  holding  some  meetings  in  the 
south.  During  the  months  of  June  and 
July  I  resided  at  Blackrock,  where  1  have 
lived  for  the  last  three  years. 

What  business  do  you  follow  P — I  am  a 
commercial -traveller  for  English  manu- 
facturers. 

You  say  you  were  a  member  of  the 
council  of  the  Confederation.  Are  you 
aware  that  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  was  a 
member  of  the  council  P— I  am. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Meagher  ^-^^  have 
met  him  frequently ;  he  was  a  member 
of  the  council  of  the  Confederation. 
Mr.  Dillon,  the  barrister,  and  Mr.  D*Arcy 
M*Oee  were  also  members  of  it ;  Mr.  Devin 
Beill/y  was  a  member  of  the  council  up 
to  February  184S,  when  he  resigned  in 
consequence  of  the  vote  which  had  been 
come  to  by  the  Confederation  generally  ; 
Mr.  Mitehel  had  also  been  a  member  of 
the  council. 

Do  you  know  where  Mr.  D*Arcy  M'Oee 
is  at  present  P — I  do  not  I  last  saw  him 
on  the  22nd  of  JUI3'.  I  saw  Mr.  Dillon  in 
the  early  part  of  that  month.  It  is  a 
long  time  since  I  saw  Devin  Eeilly. 

Were  you  residing  at  your  residence  at 
the  Rock  in  July  last  P— My  business 
often  takes  me  from  home,  and  on  the 
suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  I 
thought  it  prudent  not  to  go  to  my  home 
for  some  time. 

Did  you  continue  travelling  through  the 
country  as  a  commercial  traveller  in  July  P 
—I  did  up  to  the  18th  or  19th.  I  did  not 
after  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act. 

So  you  suspended  your  operations  when 
the  Government  suspended  the  Habeas 
Corpus  ActP — ^That  was  my  vacation. 
(Laughter.) 

Did  you  leave  Ireland  P — No. 

Did  you  cross  the  Shannon  P — Certainly 
not. 

When  did  you  return  to  your  usual 
avocations P — I  did  not  leave  Dublin;  I 
appeared  in  public  during  the  month  of 
August. 

Do  you  know  the  principles  on  which 
the  Irish  League  was  founded  P — I  do  not, 
except  from  hearsay. 

Then  you  cannot  say  whether  it  was 
formed  for  a  treasonable  or  loyal  purpose  P 
— I  cannot ;  at  the  time  the  League  was 
formed,  the  Confederation  ceased  to  exist, 
and  I  did  not  become  a  member  of  the 
new  body. 

Was  not  the  Confederation  dissolved 
because   the   members  of  it  joined  tbe 
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LeagaeP — Yes,  it  was  because  of  the 
junction  of  the  two  parties  that  the  Con- 
fedeiration  ceased  to  exist. 

Was  nob  each  member  of  the  Leagpe  to 
be  permitted  to  letain  his  own  political 
opinions  P — I  cannot  tell. 

Sir  0.  0*Lo/jhlen:  Were  there  several 
clergymen  members  of  the  Confedera- 
tion P— Yes. 

Sir  0.  O'Loghhn  then  read  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Irish  Confederation  oon- 
•demning  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
letters  of  Messrs.  Mitchel  and  Bevin 
ReUly,  and  declaring  that  they  sought  to 
achicTe  the  Bepeal  of  the  Union  by  the 
concentration  of  opinion,  and  the  exercise 
of  constitutional  means.  The  learned  coun- 
sel also  read  the  following  passages  from 
a  lecture  by  Mr.  Duffy  on  the  use  and 
'Capacity  of  Confederate  Clubs  :— 

**  Yoa  do  not,  I  am  convinoed,  re^^ard  Con- 
federate Clubt  as  talking  rooms,  or  idling  rooms, 
but  as  workshops  for  true  and  serious  work. 
But  they  roust  be  more  than  this.  Some  of  our 
&thers  died  on  the  field  for  their  country ;  some 
suffered  fine  and  imprisonment,  some  igno- 
minious death,  in  her  defence.  The  enemy  we 
have  to  combat  is  neither  the  armed  soldier  nor 
the  partisan  judge — only  ignortuice  and  preju- 
dice ;  but  the  recruits  we  seek  to  enrol  are  men 
who  will  elTe  themselves  to  this  new  work  for 
Ireland  with  the  same  deep  deyotion  that  our 
fathers  displayed  in  theirs — men  who  will  be 
new  soldiers  and  confessors  in  the  sauie  cause 
for  which  they  toiled  and  died.  Do  you  truly 
mean  this  ?  or  are  yon  coming  here  for  amuse- 
ment,  or  for  display  ?  Look  into  your  own 
hearts,  and  ask  are  there  me*n  or  selfish  motives 
mixing  with  your  better  aspirations?  For  I 
tell  you,  if  you  would  live  nobly  and  usefully — 
if  you  would  truly  serve  Ireland,  you  must  fling 
them  out,  and  be  the  thing  you  seem.  I  believe 
you  will — I  trust  your  youth,  and  purity,  and 
Tigour.  Our  Confederation  has  the  sap  and  bud 
of  spring  in  it,  and  by' the  law  of  nature  needs 
must  grow ;  and  I  rely  upon  the  generous  in- 
stincts of  youth  that  you  shall  grow  better  as 
you  grow  nronger.  For  the  sublimest  success 
we  can  attain  (far  above  makmg  Ireland  a 
nation)  is  to  train  a  race  pure,  true,  incapable 
of  cruelty  or  fraud,  and  incapable  of  abandon- 
lUg  the  truth.  This  is  the  guarantee  of  all 
success. 

**Ies,  ignorance  and  prejudice  are  the  ene- 
mies we  must  go  out  against  and  overthrow. 
Between  us  aud  success  there  stands  no  other 
sentinel.  For,  remember,  we  do  not  Qome  as 
robbers  conspiring  to  pull  down  this  or  that 
class  of  interest ;  but,  so  help  us  God,  as  we 
truly  desire  to  raise  all  this  Irish  nation,  each 
according  to  his  degree,  ip  a  common  prosperity 
and  independence.  We  say  to  the  peers  of  Ire- 
land, *  Be  truly  peers  aud  pillars  of  the  state — 
not  shadows  of  nobility,  without  power  or  coun- 
try,' '  Hereditary  legislators,  be  the  l^slators 
of  a  kingdom — not  shivering  spectres  of  a  state 
that  is  dead.'  To  the  gentry  we  say,  <This  land 
is  yours  and  ours;  but  it  ceases  to  be  ours 
while  ws  permit  it  to  be  a  fee-farm  for  England.' 


Our  fathers  sixty  years  ago  proclaimed  in  the 
face  of  Heaven  that  it  was  theirs,  and  that  they 
would  bold  it  against  the  world — and  they  did. 
Then  an  Irish  gentleman  was  a  name  to  be  proud 
of.  And  now  again  we,  too,  may  pledge  that 
vow,  and  ratify  it — and  once  more  prosperity 
will  run  like  new  blood  into  the  veins  of  Ireland, 
and  hope  and  confidence  will  return  to  calm  the 
angry  front  of  the  people,  and  national  honour 
will  kindle  their  genius  and  industry  and  enter- 
prise to  the  highest,  and  it  will  still  be  a  proud 
thing  to  be  an  Irish  gentleman.'  And  to  the 
merchants,  traders,  and  clergy,  to  the  farmers, 
peasantiT,  and  artisans  of  Ireland,  we  have  trua 
fellowship  to  offer  in  a  pursuit  that  is  theirs  no 
less  than  ours ;  for  it  is  not  selfish  or  clannish, 
but,  above  ail  things,  social  and  uationaL 

"  To  be  able  to  rout  ignorance  and  prejudice 
in  others,  we  must  first  rout  our  own.  Let  us 
begin  with  prejudice. 

"  We  must  not  put  on  a  show  of  sympathy 
fur  the  purpose  of  winning  other  classes  to  our 
views,  but  set  out  wiih  a  real  and  honest  desire 
to  help  them  as  well  as  ourselves.  To  use  such 
a  pretence  and  be,  in  fact,  indifferent  to  their 
interest,  is  to  be  knaves.  When  you  ask  Pro- 
testants to  help  you,  if  you  do  not  protect  the 
religious  liberty  of  Protestants,  in  all  contin- 
gencies, as  zealously  as  you  would  protect  your 
own,  you  are  hypocrites,  unworthy  of  liberty. 
When  you  invite  the  co-operation  of  the  gentry, 
if  you  do  not  intend  to  maintain  all  their  just 
rights  —by  which  I  mean  their  rights  to  their 
estates  and  a  fair  rent,  not  any  assumed  right 
over  the  conscience  or  property  of  thdir  teuanta 
— you  deserve  to  fail,  and  you  will  get  your 
deserts.  To  speak  the  truth  is  wisdom  and 
policy.  It  is  easier  to  be  an3^ing  that  man 
can  become  than  barely  to  seem  it.  Hypocrisy 
is  a  hard  as  well  as  an  unprofitable  task.  But 
there  is  a  spell  in  downright  truth  which  men 
recognize  and  admit.  How  often  were  we  as- 
sured that  it  was  impossible  to  win  the  northern 
Protestants  to  oationality  ?  And  it  was  impos- 
sible by  the  means  relied  on.  They  were  not  to 
be  cajoled.  But  when  men  of  humbler  prettfi- 
sions  Mpoke  the  thing  they  felt,  remember  how 
quickly  it  was  recognized,  and  how  soon  it  began 
to  prevail.  And,  trust  me,  nationality  is  now 
planted  in  the  north  more  firmly  than  it  was  ia 
Munster  m  1842." 

Sir  0.  0*Loghlen  said  there  was  one 
passage  in  Mr.  Duffy's  speech  in  the  de- 
oate  at  the  Rotunda  in  February  1848 
which  he  would  wish  to  read.  It  was  as 
follows : — 

**  Mr.  Mitchol  tells  you  that  he  relied  upon 
the  junction  of  classes  last  year  in  the  Irish 
Council,  as  we  all  did  here,  but  that  it  is  not  to 
be  relied  upon,  and  that  the  Confederation  must 
hope  for  it  no  longer.  Now,  sir,  I  humbly  sub- 
mit that  the  Confederation,  and  not  he,  is  the 
judge  in  this  matter ;  and  that  if,  indeed,  such  a 
hope  exists  no  more,  the  legitimate  course  is  to 
repeal  the  fundamental  rule,  which  declares  that 
we  seek  and  rely  upon  it.  But  it  has  been 
maintained  that  the  existing  rules  distinctly  and 
intentionally  leave  us  free  to  adopt  all  Mr. 
Mitchel's  opinions.    I  am  sorry,  sir,  that  this 
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line  of  argament  has  been  adopted.  It  is  not  a 
frank  or  intrepid  one,  and  it  has  no  coloar  of 
•evidence  or  possibility  to  rest  upon.  The  rule 
says:  *  That  we  propose  to  obtain  our  end  by  the 
force  of  opinion,  by  the  combination  of  all 
classes  of  Irisniuen,  and  by  the  exercise  of  all 
the  political,  social,  and  moral  influences  within 
our  reach.'  19 ow,  I  ask,  can  a  proclamation 
that  the  union  of  classes  is  now  and  for  erer 
hopeless  be  interpreted  into  relying  on  such  a 
union  ?  Are  rifle  clubs  organs  of  a  social  or 
moral  influence,  and  does  the  force  of  opinion 
«ean  guerilla  warfare  ?  We  are  told  guerilla 
warfare  is,  not  merely  one  method  of  redemption, 
^ut  '  the  true  and  only  method ' ;  and,  more- 
over, that  constitutional  means  are  a  humbug. 
Now,  who  will  stand  up  here  and  deliberately 
•declare  that  these  two  sentiments  are  compatible 
with  the  rule  in  question? '' 

David  R088  of  Bladensbarg — Examined 
by  Holmes, 

I  am  son  of  the  late  General  Boas ;  my 
brother  was  member  for  Belfast.  I  was  a 
meml^r  of  the  Confederation  from  Sep- 
tember 1847  to  the  date  of  its  dissolution. 
I  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Buffy ;  it  was  be 
who  induced  me  to  join  the  Confederation. 
I  am  aware  of  the  differences  that)  existed 
in  opinion  between  Mr.  Duffy  and  Mr. 
Miuiiel,  From  the  interview  I  had  with 
him,  as  »  member  of  the  body,  his  general 
Tiews  and  objects  appeared  to  me  to  be 
most  oonstitational ;  he  was  anxious  for 
tmion  amongst  all  classes  of  Irishmen,  and 
was  particumrly  desirous  to  keep  from  the 
Repeal  movement  anything  of  a  rebellious 
tendency,  that  a  feeling  might  be  pro- 
duced in  the  minds  of  Englishmen  favour- 
able to  Repeal ;  he  was  opposed  to  carrj- 
ing  out  those  objects  by  force  of  arms,  or 
by  any  other  means  than  the  force  of 
opinion,  and  the  union  of  all  classes.  I 
am  not  what  is  called  a  Radical,  but  a  Con- 
servative, and  a  strong  one  too  (laughter). 
I  remember  at  one  time  having  asked  Mr. 
Duffy  his  opinion  of  monarchical  institu- 
tions in  the  abstract,  and  he  not  only  ex- 
pressed himself  decidedly  in  favour  of 
them,  but  be  scouted  the  idea  of  this 
country  existing  under  a  republican  form 
of  government. 

Cross-examined  by  Serjeant  O'Brien, 

The  4th  of  February  was  the  last 
time  I  was  in  the  Confederation.  I  re- 
member standing  for  the  representation  of 
Mallow  on  Repeal  principles ;  upon  that 
oocasion  I  advocated  other  principles  be- 
sides Repeal.  The  only  connection  I  had 
with  Mallow  was  that  my  father  bad  been 
quartered  there  for  three  years,  while  I 
was  a  boy.  I  never  stood  for  any  place  in 
the  north,  or  anywheieelse  except  Mallow. 
1  never  was  connected  with  the  Brnns 
wiok  Clubs,  or  with  any  other  club  except 
the  University  Club  in  London. 


To  Lbfeot,  B.  :  I  have  had  no  inter- 
course  with  Mr.  Duffy  since  4th  February. 

Sir  0.  0*Loghlen  said  that  Mr.  Thomas 
Francis  Meagher  having  been  brought 
from  Richmond  Bridewell,  under  a  writ 
of  hahsas  oorptu,  to  give  evidence  on  the 
trial,  it  would  be  convenient  to  examine 
him  at  this  stage,  as  he  was  in  attendance. 

Thomas  Francis  ifeo^^^—Examined  by 
Sir  (7.  O'Loghlen. 

I  see  in  the  copy  of  the  Nation  handed 
me,  of  the  8th  of  July,  a  letter  signed 
*'  Thom^as  Fra/ncis  Meagher,**  and  addressed 
to  the  clubs  of  Dublin.  I  am  the  author 
of  that  letter.  I  did  not  show  Mr.  Duffy  a 
copy  of  it  before  I  inserted  it  in  the 
Nation,  I  brought  the  manuscript  myself 
to  the  printing  oflBco  of  the  Nation,  in 
Sackville  Place ;  to  the  beat  of  my  recol- 
lection it  was  about  half-past  eight  o'clock, 
or  nearer  nine,  on  the  evening  of  Friday 
the  7th.  When  I  brought  it  to  the  office 
Mr.  Duffy  was  not  there,  but,  to  the  be^t 
of  my  recollection,  Mr.  Hetherington  Drum 
was  managing  there  at  the  time.  Mr. 
Duffy  was  the  editor  of  the  Nation.  I 
know  Mr.  D*Arcy  M*Oee,  and  I  always 
thought  he  was  the  second  or  sub-editor 
of  the  Nation. 

Ball,  J. :  What  do  you  mean  by  saying 
that  Mr.  Drum  was  the  manager  P— He  was 
the  person  who  received  commanicationa, 
looked  over  them,  and  gave  them  to  the 
printers  ;  he  superintended  the  setting  up 
of  the  manuscripts. 

Is  that  distinct  from  the  editor?  —  I 
think  it  is  very  distinct. 

1  did  not  see  Mr.  M'Gee  at  the  office 
when  I  brought  the  manuscript ;  bat 
when  I  went  back  at  about  half-past 
twelve  I  saw  Mr.  M'Oee  and  Mr.  Drum 
there;  Mr.  Duffy  was  not  in  the  office 
then  either.  When  I  went  to  the  office 
the  second  time,  I  got  the  proofs  and 
corrected  them.  Until  the  Nation  was 
printed,  to  my  knowledge  Mr.  Duffy  did 
not  see  the  manuscript  of  the  letter. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney- Oeneral. 

When  did  you  write  that  letter? — I 
wrote  a  portion  of  it  about  11  o'clock  in 
hhe  morning,  at  my  breakfast,  after  which 
I  oame  into  town ;  I  wrote  some  more  of 
it  between  three  and  four  o'clock,  and 
finished  it  between  seven  and  eight  after 
dinner. 

The  entire  of  the  letter  was  your  own 
composition,  I  sapposeP — With  one  ex- 
ception it  is. 

What  is  the  exception? — A  passage 
from  Curran. 

Whose  composition  was  the  other  ? — Mr. 
Currans. 

I  don't  mean  that,  but  was  the  whole  of 
the  manuscript  in  your  own  handwriting  ? 
—Yes. 
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Was  tbere  any  one  with  you  when  you 
were  writing  itP — Yes,  because  I  wrote 
some  of  it  in  the  council-rooms  of  the  Irish  j 
Confederation,  in  D'Olier  Street ;  three  or 
four  gentlemen  were  about  at  the  time — 
Mr.  DiUon  and  Mr.  P.  /.  Smyth ;  I  don*r. 
recollect  any  one  else.  I  think  Mr.  Duffy 
came  in  for  about  two  minutes  and  walked 
out. 

Did  any  of  them  know  what  you  were 
writing  P — I  think  they  did. 

Did  anj  of  them  read  any  portion  of  the 
maniiscnpt  P — ^No. 

Which  of  them  knew  what  you  were 
writing  P — Mr.  DUlon, 

Did  you  communicate  to  him  what  you 
were  writing  P — I  did. 

Did  you  tell  Mr.  Duffy  about  it  P— I  did. 
I  told  him  I  was  writing  it  for  the  Nation. 

Did  YOU  tell  any  other  gentleman  it  was 
«n  address  to  the  clubs  r — Certainly.  I 
told  them  all,  Mr.  Duffy  among  the  rest. 

May  I  ask  you,  are  you  the  author  of 
this  article  in  the  Nation  (a  reference  to 
ihs  letter,  of  which  it  epohe  in'  compU- 
menta/ry  tennne)  P — No»  I  seldom  ?rrite  my 
own  paneffyric. 

Do  you  know  the  writer  of  it  P — No. 

You  are  not,  I  take  it  for  gp*anted,  the 
writer  of  any  article  or  communication  in 
the  Nation,  bearing  the  initials  "  O.G.D."  P 
— No,  I  always  put  my  own  name  to  what 
I  write. 

Henry  Fitzgibhon — Examined  by  O'Hagan. 

I  knew  a  body  called  the  Irish  Council. 
I  became  a  member  of  that  body  in  June 
1847;  that  body  was  composed  of  the 
better  classes  of  society,  the  landed  gentry 
of  the  country— professional  and  mercan- 
tile men,  and  some  of  the  nobility.  The 
object  of  that  society  was  to  promote  the 
industrial  employment  of  the  people  in 
works  of  utility.  I  know  Mr.  Duffff ;  he 
was  a  member  of  that  body ;  he  joined 
zealously  in  promoting  the  obiects  that 
society  had  in  view ;  he  seemed  to  have 
the  same  sense  of  ito  necessity  as  I  had 
myself ;  he  was  upon  the  sub-committees 
of  the  Council,  of  which  committees  I  was 
a  member,  and  I  met  him  frequently  at 
them.  On  the  subject  of  Bepeal,  I  under- 
stood he  considered  it  necessary  for  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  country;  I 
understood  him  to  contemplate  the  right 
of  the  Irish  people  to  legislate  for  them- 
selves under  the  Crown  of  England.  I 
never  understood  him  to  have  any  other 
object  in  riew. 

Cross-examined  by  Serjeant  O^Brim, 

This  was  not  a  political  body.  I  think 
its  meetings  continued  up  to  March  1848. 
I  saw  Mr.  Duffy  at  the  last  priyate  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  in  March  1848. 


Lord  OZoncurry— Examined  by  Sir  C 
O^Loghlen. 

1  was  a  member  of  the  Irish  Council ; 
Mr.  Duffy  was  a  member  of  it ;  it  was 
there  that  I  first  became  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Duffy. 

Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Duffy  was 
opposed  to  anarchy  P— The  conversation 
between  Mr.  Duffy  and  me  was  generally 
with  reference  to  the  objects  of  the 
Council,  which  were  the  union  of  classes, 
the  improvement  of  the  country,  and  the 
amelioration  of  the  people;  and  he  ap- 
peared to  be  an  anxious  and  zealous  pro- 
moter of  those  objects. 

Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Duffy  aboat  BiepealP — ^I  don't  recollect 
that  I  had.  One  of  the  chief  objects  of 
the  Council  was  to  promote  the  union  of 
all  classes.  It  was  the  landed  gentry  who 
established  the  Council,  and  my  object  in 
joining  it  was  to  prevent  a  difference  be- 
tween landlord  and  tenant.  There  was 
an  agitation  about  tenant  right,  and  I 
thought  that  Mr.  Duffy  and  others  gave 
very  valuable  opinions  on  that  subject. 

Dr.  MaunseU — Examined  by  ButL 

1  was  professor  in  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons. 1  was  a  member  of  the  Irish 
Council,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
versing with  Mr.  Duffy  there;  nothing 
could  be  more  correct  or  proper  than  Mr. . 
Duffy's  conduct  on  that  Council ;  in  fact  it 
was  at  his  solicitation  I  joined  it.  He 
wrote  a  letter  to  me  in  London  asking  me 
to  join  a  body  composed  of  all  cla:$ses  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  country,  and 
preventing  things  from  going  too  fast.  I 
have  had  conversations  with  Mr.  Dt^y  on 
the  subject  of  Bepeal ;  I  knew  him  in  the 
corporation  previously,  and  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  ascertaining  his  opinions. 

Are  you  able  to  say,  from  the  oppor- 
tunities you  have  had  of  conversing  with 
Mr.  Duffy,  that  he  was  in  favour  of  obtain- 
ing the  Bepeal  of  the  Union  by  constitu- 
tional means  P—I  think  he  was,  decidedly. 
He  had  a  great  contempt  for  the  old  agita- 
tion of  the  Repeal  Association,  which  he 
considered  a  mere  placo*hunting  trick; 
but  I  think  he  wanted  to  obtain  Repeal  by 
constitutional  means. 

Was  he  favourable  to  monarchy  P— Every 
conversation  I  had  with  him  led  me  to 
that  belief.  I  think  he  wad  a  fViend  to  the 
British  constitution  and  of  social  order. 

Do  you  consider  his  object  was  to  restore 
the  constitution  of  Queen,  Lords,  and 
Commons  of  Ireland  P — Yes.  As  fiar  as  I 
could  learn,  he  wanted  to  restore  the  con- 
stitution of  *82,  with  improvements,  such 
as  a  reformed  parliament. 

Are  you  able  to  say  whether  the  object 
of  the  Irish  Council  was  to  unite  the  classes 
in  this  country  who  were  separated  P— 
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Yes,  decidedly.  I  am  certain  Mr.  Duffy  e 
object  was  to  re-unite  the  gentry  and  the 
people. 

Was  he  a  person  disposed  to  give  to  the 
gentry  and  landed  proprietors  their  jost 
rights  P — I  always  thought  so.  I  differed 
with  him  as  to  the  means — on  tenant  right 
for  instance ;  bat  he  always  professed  an 
anxiety  that  the  rights  o^the  gentry  should 
be  preserved. 

/.  E.  HerricA;— Examined  by  Holmes, 
Are  you  a  barrister  of  Conservative 
opinions? — I  was  a  Conservative  while 
there  was  anything  to  preserve.  I  was 
a  member  of  the  Irish  Council,  and 
bad  an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  con- 
versing with  Mr.  Duffy  at  the  meet- 
ings of  that  body.  Prom  the  opinions 
that  were  floating  in  mv  mind  about  him 
before  I  entered  the  Council,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  his  views  so  reasonable, 
rational,  and  just.  I  fully  coincide  with 
the  opinions  entertained  by  the  previous 
witnesses  of  Mr.  Duffy.  It  was  in  the  year 
1847  that  I  met  Mr.  Duffy. 

James  J5i*rA»— Examined  by  Sir  0, 
(fLoghlen. 

I  am  a  barrister,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Repeal  Association.  I  was  at  a  con- 
ference which  preceded  the  formation  ot 
the  Irish  League ;  amongst  those  present 
were  the  Rev.  Dr.  Miley,  Mr.  John 
O^Oonnellf  and  Mr.  Maurice  &Connell ;  and 
on  the  part  of  the  Confederation  there 
were  Mr.  Smiih  O'Brien  and  Mr.  Dvffy. 
I  heard  Mr.  Duffy  express  his  opinions  as 
to  the  way  in  which  Repeal  ought  to  be 
carried;  these  opinions  were  of  a  constitu- 
tional tendency,  and  (>pposed  to  violence. 
The  object  of  the  Leagae  was  to  unite  the 
two  Repeal  parties.  The  rules  for  the 
guidance  of  the  League  were  drawn  jap  at 
that  conference  ;  and  the  League  was  sub- 
sequently formed  under  those  rules,  which 
were  agreed  to  by  Mr.  Duffy.  As  to  one 
of  the  rules,  Mr.  Duffy  objected  to  the 
word  **  combination,"  which  appeared  in 
Ihe  rough  draft,  lest  it  might  be  supposed 
that  it  meant  a  combination  of  tradesmen 
or  anything  illegal.  ( The  rules  of  ths  League 
were  then  handed  io  witness,  and  proved  by  \ 
him.)  I  was  not  present  at  any  public 
meeting  of  the  Iieague.  The  first  public 
meeting  of  that  body  took  place  on 
Tuesday,  12th  July.  I  paw  Mr.  I>t*/y  that 
day  in  Newgate  ;  Dr.  Cfray  and  another 
ffentleman  were  with  me  at  that  time,  and 
had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Duffy  on  that 
occasion.  Mr.  Duffy  asked  me  if  I  in- 
tended to  join  the  Irish  League  that  even- 
ing. 1  said  that  as  I  was  convinced  it  was 
to  DC  conducted  within  the  law  I  would 
join  it.  Mr.  Duffy  observed,  "  That  is  my 
opinion  -too,  I  clearly  think  the  League 


ought  to  be  within  the  law."  Dr.  Gray 
I  hen  said,  '*  Perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  for 
you  to  write  that  to  the  League."  Mr. 
Duffy  replied  that  he  would  do  so,  and  he 
went  into  the  body  of  the  prison  for  that 
purpose ;  on  his  return  after  a  few  minutes, 
ne  said  that  as  there  might  be  a  miscon- 
struction put  upon  the  circumstance  of  his 
writing  a  letter,  he  thought  it  better  not 
to  do  80.  From  my  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Duffy's  views  on  the  subject  of  Repeal, 
I  believed  he  was  only  seeking  for  it  by 
constitutional  means.  I  am  aware  that  it 
was  intended  to  hold  meetings  of  the 
League  through  the  south  of  Ireland,  in 
the  month  of  July,  beginning  with  Kil- 
kenny. 

To  the  SolieitoT' General :  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Repeal  Association,  and  after- 
wards of  the  League.  1  never  was  con- 
nected with  any  club,  or  with  any  portion 
of  the  Confederate  body. 

Butt  then  read  the  fundamental  rules  of 
the  League,  which  he  proposed  to  give  in 
evidence,  (a) 

Mr.  Stritch  and  Mr.  John  Lloyd  FUz' 
gerald,  barristers,  gave  similar  evidence. 

Mary  M*Ge&—ETBkmmed  by  Sir  0, 
O'Loghlen, 

My  husband,  Mr,  Thomas  D*Arcy 
M'Gee,  was  editor  of  the  Nation  since 
February  last.  I  saw  him  write  articles 
for  it.  I  saw  the  manuscript  of  the 
article  **  The  Value  of  an  Irish  Harvest "  ; 
it  was  before  Mr.  Duffy  was  sent  to 
prison. 

Who  wrote  it  P 

The  Solicitor- General  objected  that  this 
question  could  not  be  asked  until  the 
original  manuscript  was  produced,  or  its 
absence  accounted  for. 

Lefbot,  B.  :  Evidence  cannot  be  given 
of  a  copy  until  the  original  is  produced. 

Witness:  I  was  present  wneu  it  was 
written.    Mr.  Duffy  was  not  there. 

Then  Mr.  Duffy  did  not  write  itP— ISTo. 

Ball,  J.:  That  is  the  answer  to  the 
question  decided  by  the  Court  not  to  be 
legal. 

Sir  0.  O'Loghlen:  Well,  if  your  lord- 
ships think  so,  I  won't 

Ball,  J. :  Oh,  it  is  of  no  use  now;  yon 
have  asked  the  question. 

Sir  0.  0*Loghlen:  Can  I  not  ask  who 
wrote  the  article  P 

Letboy,  B.  :  You  cannot  at  the  present 
stage  of  the  evidence. 

Witness  further  stated  that  she  never 
saw  the  manuscript  after  the  article  ap- 
peared ;  she  supposed  it  had  been  taken 
to  the  Naiicn  office  to  be  printed;  her 
husband's  papers  were  destroyed;  she 
had  assisted  to  destroy  them;  she  could 

(a)  See  above  p.  272. 
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not  Bay  if  the    manuscript  was  among 
those  destroyed. 

Sir  C.  O'Loghlen:  It  has  been  shown 
that  the  manuscript  cannot  be  found.  If 
it  exists  at  all,  it  is  in  possession  of  the 
Crown,  the  papers  at  the  Nation  office 
having  been  seized. 

Ball,  J. :  Do  vou  propose  to  examine 
any  persons  employed  in  the.  ^a^»o»  office 
on  «ru1y  Ist,  when  the  manuscript  is  as- 
sumed to  haye  gone  there. 

Sir  0.  O'Loghlen :  No.  In  Judge  John- 
8en*$  case  (a),  similar  eridence  was  ad- 
mitted. Drum,  the  manager,  is  believed 
to  be  in  Amurica. 

Ball,  J.,  ruled  that  the  evidence  could 
not  be  received. 

A  Juror  {Burke) :  Was  Mr.  If  Gee  in  the 
habit  of  putting  in  articles  without  sub- 
mitting them  to  Mr.  Dujfy  P— Yes. 

Had  Mr.  D^y  anything  to  do  with  the 
writing  or  composition  of  the  article  in 
question  P 

Ball,  J :  That  is  just  the  question  that 
can't  be  put. 
Cross-examined  by  the  Attomey-OeneraH, 

I  used  not  to  be  in  the  Nation  office  on 
a  Friday.  I  do  not  know  how  many  per- 
sons used  to  be  there  besides  my  husband. 
X  don't  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Duffy  might 
not  have  been  there. 

When  did  Mr.  M*Oee  leave  this  coun- 
try P — In  the  commencement  of  October. 
(Laughter.) 

When  did  he  leave  Dublin  P  —  On  the 
22nd  of  July. 

BtUt:  I  said  yesterday,  my  lords,  that 
we  intended  to  offer  evidence  of  the 
authorship  of  two  other  articles,  "  The 
Hour  of  Destiny,"  and  **  Jacta  Alea 
Est;**  but  I  am  afraid  we  must  leave 
that  as  it  is,  inasmuch  as  the  same  objec- 
tion would  apply  to  the  mode  in  which 
we  should  prove  them.  We  now  give  in 
evidence  the  following  from  the  answers 
to  correspondents  in  the  number  of  the 
Nation  of  the  29th  of  July — the  suppressed 
number : — 

«  We  ask  free  forgiveness  for  the  faults  and 
omissions  found  in  the  Nation  this  week. 
Since  Monday  Mr.  Duffy  has  been  zealously 
guarded,  not  only  from  communication  with 
his  people  of  business,  but,  with  a  refinement  of 
cruelty,  be  has  been  prevented  seeing  his  near 
relatives,  the  trusted  friends  to  whom  be  could 
speak  bis  wiitbes  for  his  family,  should  tyranny 
be  able  to  work  its  will  upon  him.  With  our 
editor  and  sub-editor  also  absent  on  important 
affairs,  and  their  duties  devolving  on  unpractised 
hands,  we  must  have  much  to  plead  for,  but  our 
volunteers  have — and  this  is  the  most  important 
f.oint — hearts  fall  of  an  unconquerable  spirit  of 
resistunce  to  despotism  in  every  8hai»e  of 
terror." 

{fl)  29  St.  Tr.  81. 


WUUam  Oarleion — Examined  by  Holmes. 

1  have  been  the  author  of  several 
popular  Irish  works  of  fictidn.  I  re* 
ceived  a  pension  from  the  Crown  in 
June  last  for  services  rendered  to  Irish 
literature.  I  have  known  Mr.  Duffy  for 
several  years ;  I  consider  that  he  has  pro- 
bably given  a  greater  impulse  to  Irish 
literature  than  any  other  man  in  thia 
country.  I  have  had  conversations  with 
him  as  to  his  political  opinions ;  I  believe 
he  was  disposed  to  seek  Bepeal  only  by 
strictly  constitutional  means;  I  never 
could  understand  anything  else.  He  and 
I  differed  on  the  subject  of  Bepeal ;  I  an» 
an  anti-Bepealer.  I  ought  to  know  his 
general  character— it  is  that  of  a  highly 
honourable  man,  and  of  the  most  truly 
liberal  principles  I  ever  met — not  one 
atom  of  sectarianism  or  bigotry  about 
him. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney-Generals 
I  have  had  conversations  with  Mr.  Duffy 
on  political  matters  up  to  about  the 
month  of  June  last.  I  used  to  meet  hin» 
sometimes,  and  call  upon  him  at  the 
Nation  office.  I  occasionally  spent  a  day 
with  him  at  his  house  with  some  friends^ 
The  time  I  had  the  last  conversation  with 
him  was  some  time  late  in  June,  when  he 
apprehended  arrest. 

George  FeU'ie  was  sworn,  but  it  appear* 
ing  that  ho  had  not  had  any  conversation 
with  Mr.  Duffy  on  political  matters,  their 
acquaintance  being  confined  to  literary 
affairs,  no  further  questions  were  put  to* 
him. 

"Wednesday,  February  21st. 

Eeply. 

Solicitor-General:  It  is  my  duty  tor 
state  to  you  the  nature  of  the  charge 
against  the  prisoner,  and  to  sum  up  the 
facts  of  the  ca&e  as  they  appear  in 
evidence.  But  before  I  do  so  I  will  make 
a  few  observations  upon  one  or  two  of  the 
topics  adverted  to  by  counsel  for  the 
prisoner  in  his  very  strong,  very  energetic, 
and  very  able  address.  He  stated  that 
the  prisoner  had  suffered  much — that  he 
had  been  frequently  brought  to  the  bar — 
that  his  trial  had  been  delayed — hi^ 
imprisonment  protracted,  and  tnat  to  a> 
certain  extent  he  was  a  persecuted  man. 
I  will  only  say,  in  justification  of  those 
who  acted  for  the  Crown,  that  they  do- 
not  take  to  themselves  any  portion  of 
such  imputation ;  for,  except  as  regards 
the  indictment  found  in  August,  oc 
which  the  prisoner  appeared  anxious  to 
be  tried,  the  Crown^has  offered  no  delay  ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  were  anxious,  ex- 
cept on  that  occasion,  to  proceed  wiU» 
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the  trial.  The  discovery  of  one  of  the 
most  important  documents  that  will  be 
laid  before  the  jary  waR  a  jnstifiable 
ground  for  postponing  the  trial  then ; 
and  the  law  officers  of  the  Grown  would 
have  been  guilty  of  a  gross  dereliction  of 
duty  if  they  had  omitted  to  bring  snch 
an  important  piece  of  evidence  in  aid  of 
the  prosecution.  I  allude  to  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Duffy  to  Mr.  Smith  0*Brien. 
If  the  captirity  of  Mr.  Duffy  was  pro- 
tracted, or  if  he  entered  prison  a  pros- 
perous man  and  is  now  a  ruined  man,  as 
is  stated,  I  protest  against  that  being 
imputable  to  those  who  acted  for  the 
Crown.  If  those  unprecedented  proceed- 
ings— unprecedented  for  variety  and 
delay — were  protracted  by  reason  of  the 
efforts,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  the  unjustifi- 
able efforts,  perhaps  the  laudable  efforts, 
of  his  counsel,  the  Crown  ought  not  to  be 
charged  with  it,  for  the  Crown  have  not 
protracted  the  trial  in  the  least  decree. 

[Having  re-stated  the  charge  against  the 
prisoner,  counsel  proceeded :] 

A  great  deal  of  the  evidence  adduced 
for  the  prisoner  is  irrelevant,  and  ap- 
plies to  periods  relative  to  which  there 
IS  no  charge  made  against  him.  He 
is  not  charged  for  any  transaction  in 
1841  or  1847,  so  that  all  the  evidence  re- 
Bpecting  his  conduct  or  declarations  at 
those  periods  is  utterly  irrelevant,  and 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question 
you  have  to  try.  The  private  character 
of  Mr.  Dufy  is  not  impeached ;  and, 
however  he  differed  with  Mr.  O'Connell 
"in  1847,  who  as  he  thought  was  too  slow  in 
his  steps  to  repeal  the  Union,  or  with  Mr. 
Miichel  in  1848 — since  he  thought  him 
too  quick  and  rash — and  whether  or  not 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Confederation  in 
1847,  and  delivered  the  lectures  spoken  of 
— all  that  does  not  tend  to  show  that 
he  did  not  afterwards  misuse  talents 
which  might  have  been  turned  to  good 
purposes  for  the  country,  and  did  not 
engage  in  a  treasonable  conspiracy  which 
was  very  near  eventuating  in.  a  destruc- 
tive and  sanguinary  civil  war.  I  advert 
to  an  era  of  the  utmost  importance, 
not  only  in  the  history  of  this  coun- 
try, but  of  Europe ;  I  mean  the  month  of 
February,  when  those  great  revolutions 
took  place  which  carried  away  men's 
minds  and  opinions,  and  precipitated 
thousands  into  the  grasp  of  revolutionary 
warfare.  I  do  not  impute  to  Mr.  D'uffy 
that  he  wished  to  can^y  out  his  views  by 
force  before  the  breaking  out  of  the 
French  Revolution.  But  alter  that  event 
men's  minds  berame  maddened ;  and  it 
was  thought  that  the  country  could  be 
seized  from  the  Crown  of  England,  after 
which  the  legislators  might  establish  a 
republic,  or  whatever  else  they  thought 


proper.  Such  is  the  design  imputed  to 
the  prisoner.  Giving  him  every  possible 
advantage  that  he  can  derive  from  his 
acts,  disconrses,  opinions,  and  writings, 
preceding  the  charge  made  in  this  in- 
dictment, it  would  appear  that  **  a  change 
came  o*er  the  spirit  of  his  dream,"  and 
that  he  fancied  an  opportunity  had 
occurred  of  carrying  out  his  political 
notions,  and  that  those  notions  were 
the  severance  of  Ireland  from  the  rest 
of  the  British  empire,  and  to  set  it  up 
as  a  separate  nation  withdrawn  from  its 
allegiance  to  the  British  Crown.  Now, 
the  manner  in  which  the  Crown  seek  to 
establish  this  charge  is  almost  exclusively 
upon  evidence  which,  if  it  be  genuine, 
cannot  err,  namely,  written  and  printed 
documents,  ooming  from  under  the  hand 
of  Mr.  Duffy  himself.  The  indictment 
states  the  different  articles  published  in 
the  Nation  newspaper  from  the  3rd  of 
June  to  the  29th  of  July.  You  may 
first  take  the  admitted  facts,  namelv,  that 
the  prisoner,  Mr.  Duffy ^  was  the  sole  pro- 
prietor and  publisher,  and  alone  singly 
responsible  for  the  publications  in  that 
newspaper.  That  is  beyond  all  doubt, 
because  the  law  has  settled  the  responsi- 
bility in  that  respect  beyond  all  dispute. 
Therefore,  the  first  stage  in  the  proofs  is 
unquestionable.  Every  one  of  these 
papers,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  the 
29th  of  July,  has  been  established  by 
what  is  called  formal  proof;  but  the 
Crown  have  taken  the  additional  pre- 
caution, that  copies  oP  each  paper  should 
be  purchased  at  the  proper  place  of  publi- 
cation, namely,  the  office  in  D  Olier 
Street,  thus  fixing  clearly  upon  the  regis- 
tered proprietor  the  responsibility  of  each 
publication.  With  the  exception  of  the 
paper  of  the  29th  of  July  not  being  sent 
to  the  Stamp  Office,  there  is  sufficient 
evidence  of  its  publication  under  the 
Newspaper  Act  of  3  &  4  Will.  4. 

A  Juror  (Stokes) :  Slight  evidence. 

SolidioT'OeneraX :  I  am  glad  of  that  re- 
mark, for  gentlemen  who  are  not  desirous 
to  hunt  out  for  difficulties,  but  will  in- 
vestigate this  case,  as  I  am  sure  every 
one  of  you  is  prepared  to  do,  in  the 
fullest  and  most  careful  manner,  as  men 
of  sense  and  knowledge  of  the  world,  will 
satisfy  every  reasonable  doubt  that  pre. 
sents  itself  to  their  minds.  I  will  iust 
call  your  attention  to  this  connecting  link 
of  the  proof  of  pubUoation  of  the  paper  of 
the  29th  July.  The  number  of  the  22nd 
July  was  Volume  6,  No.  303,  of  the  Nation 
newspaper  ;  that  of  the  29th  of  July  pur- 
ports to  be  Volume  6,  No.  304,  of  the 
Nation  newspaper,  coming  from  the  same 
press,  printed  from  the  same  type,  and 
found  in  process  of  correction,  after 
having  been  printed  in  the  very  place 
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where,  in  Mr.  Duffy's  declaration,  the  basi- 
11688  of  his  publication  was  to  be  car  tied  on. 
I  do  not  mean  at  present  to  contend, 
though  I  believe  it  was  contended  for  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  the  mere  fact  of  pub- 
lication is  sufficient ;  but  this  case  does  not 
require  anything  of  the  kind,  for  having 
taken  the  publications  as  proved,  I  think  I 
can  Butisfy  you  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the 
particular  articles  set  forth  in  the  indict- 
ment were  either  the  composition  of  Mr. 
Bvffy^  or  were  articles  for  which  he 
would  be  eaually  respoLsible,  because  he 
recognized  tnem,  and  therefore,  in  point  of 
law,  adopted  them  as  expressing  his  senti- 
ments, just  as  much  as  if  thoy  had  been 
in  his  own  handwriting  and  signed  with 
his  own  name.  Mr.  Duffy  was  no  novice 
in  the  business  of  a  newspaper  proprietor — 
he  had  served  years  to  the  business,  and 
was  well  aware  of  all  the  responsibilities 
attaching  to,  and  the  consequences  result- 
ing from,  these  writings.  In  1841  he  was 
the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper  called  the 
Belfast  Vindicator,  and  in  1844  he  was  the 
proprietor  of  the  Nation.  The  evidence 
given  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  has  been 
spread  over  a  large  space  of  time,  and 
may  be  divided  into  two  classes.  I  do 
not  blame  my  learned  friends  for  going 
into  all  this  evidence  in  order  to  produce 
as  great  an  impression  as  possible  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Duffy ;  but  I  think  I  may 
put  out  of  the  question  the  evidence  given 
by  the  members  of  the  Irish  Council, 
which  was  a  body  formed,  not  for  political 
purposes,  but  for  the  general  improve- 
ment of  the  country.  One  of  those  wit- 
nesses was  Lord  Clonourry,  a  peer  of 
the  realm;  and  the  reason  his  lordship 
was  produced  was  to  sustain  the  argument 
of  the  prisoner's  counsel  that  Mr  .Duffy 
meditated  no  hostile  attack  against  the 
aristocracy.  Mr.  Fitzgibbon,  Dr.  Maun- 
sell,  Mr.  Dixon,  and  Mr.  Herrick,  the 
barrister,  were  produced  for  the  same 
purpose  ;  but  *it  is  important  to  con- 
sider the  period  up  to  which  their  ac- 
quaintance with  Mr.  Duffy  continued. 
The  Irish  Council,  where  alone  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  Mr.  Duffy's 
opinions,  ceased  to  exist  in  March  1848, 
when  those  gentlemen  thought  it  high 
time  to  dissolve  a  society  which  might 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  empire,  as  the 
thunder  of  revolution  was  then  echoing 
from  the  Continent.  Mr.  Stritch,  Mr. 
FarreU,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  John  Fits^ 
gerdld  were  next  examined  in  reference  to 
the  political  sentiments  of  Mr.  Duffy. 
They  gave  their  opinion  that  he  was  an 
advocate  for  the  use  of  constitutional  ' 
means ;  but  that  is  a  subject  in  which  a 
great  difference  of  opinion  may  exist,  ^ 
because  no  doubt  some  gentlemen  think 
it  is  perfectly  constitutional  to  resort  to  I 


arms  for  the  effectuation  of  political 
designs.  These  gentlemen  are  all  bar- 
risters, and  no  persons  differ  so  much 
as  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  as  owing,  per- 
haps, to  their  professional  duties,  they  are 
often  obliged  to  take  different  views  of 
the  Srtme  question.  (A  laugh.)  Mr.  Fitx^ 
geraXd,  it  appears,  was  not  satisfied  with 
being  a  member  of  the  two  bodies — ^the 
Confederation  and  the  Repeal  Associa* 
tion — but  he  also  became  a  member  of  the 
Irish  League.  Mr.  Striteh  was  a  member 
of  the  Association,  and  was  one  of  the 
deputies  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Confederates;  Mr.  0* FarreU  and  Mr. 
Burke  were  also  members  of  the  Repeal 
Association.  I  have  no  doubt  these  gen- 
tlemen spoke  what  they  strictly  believed ; 
but  it  is  extraordinarv,  if  they  have  been 
readers  of  the  Nation  newspaper,  that 
they  can  have  come  to  such  conclusions. 
One  of  them  said  Mr.  Duffy  was  a  friend 
of  monarchy  and  opposed  to  anarchv ;  but 
it  would  appear,  from  articles  under  his 
own  hand,  that  he  entertained  views  of 
the*  most  hostile  nature  towards  the  mon- 
archy, and  that  anarchy  must  have  been 
the  result  if  the  measure  recommended  by 
him  had  been  carried  into  effect.  Mr. 
Garleton,  an  author  and  old  friend  of 
Mr.  Duffy,  was  examined  to  show  that  Mr. 
Duffy's  views  were  moderate  and  consti- 
tutional. Next  came  Mr.  Ross,  of  Bla- 
densburgh,  a  gentleman  of  rank,  family, 
and  respectability.  It  is  most  extraordin- 
aiy,  however,  that  immediately  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  O'Connell,  when  the  notion 
of  Repeal  became  a  bugbear  and  a  dela- 
sion,  there  being  a  general  election  about 
to  take  place,  a  new  and  wonderful  light 
broke  upon  the  minds  of  gentlemen  who 
had  previously  entertained  high  Conserva- 
tive opinions.  I  do  not  impute  to  Mr. 
Boss  that  his  change  of  opinion  was  not 
genuine ;  but  it  is  extraordintoy  to  con- 
template the  illumination  that  flashed 
upon  the  minds  of  these  gentlemen,  and 
which  resulted  in  the  return  of  some  of 
them  to  the  Imperial  Parliament.  Mr. 
Boss  stood  as  a  candidate  for  the  borough 
of  Mallow,  but  he  had  no  property  there, 
and  his  influence  was  out  of  date,  for  it 
rested  on  the  fact  that  his  father  had 
been  general  of  the  division  40  years 
previously — a  fact  which,  in  Mr.  Bo8$*$ 
opinion,  was  sufficient  to  counterbalance 
the  influence  of  Sir  Denham  Norreys,  who 
was  the  owner  of  the  town,  and  who  had 
represented  it  for  several  years.  Mr.  Boss 
is,  no  doubt,  a  respectable  man.  His 
father  was  the  distinguished  general  who 
fell  in  America  at  the  head  of  the  British 
army,  and  from  which  he  obtained  the  title 
'*  of  Bladensburgh."  But  I  wish  to  show 
the  very  slight,  foundation  on  which  Mr. 
Boss  formed  his  opinion  of  Mr.   Duffy*9 
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views,  for  it  appears  that  he  ceased  to  haye 
oommnnication  with  the  Confederates  after 
the  general  election,  when  he  returned  to 
fill  tne  high  functions  of  a  country  gentle- 
man in  the  county  of  Down  amongst  his 
Conseryutive  tenantry. 

The  charge  against  Mr.  Duffy  is,  that 
he  compassed  to  depose  Her  Majesty 
from  the  imperial  throne  of  the  realm. 
Baron  PennefcUher  has  thus  explained 
the  law  on  this  subject:  The  name, 
style,  and  dignity  of  the  monarch  was 
conferred  on  Her  Majesty  by  the  Act 
of  Union,  and  until  that  Act  be  altered  by 
constitutional  means,  no  person  has  a 
right,  by  force  and  yiolence,  to  separate 
Ireland  from  England,  and  make  it  a 
separate  kingdom  or  an  independent  re- 
pnblic.  In  either  case  it  would  be  an 
offence  under  this  Act;  and  it  would  not 
be  less  illegal  to  pray  in  aid  of  such  pro- 
jects a  council  of  three  hundred.  If  an 
attempt  were  made  to  make  Her  Majesty  | 
Queen  of  Ireland,  independent  of  England 
altogether,  it  would  be  a  yiolatiou  of  the 
Act.  It  has  been  said  that  the  objert 
which  Mr.  Duffy  had  in  view  was  to  effect 
a  Bepeal  of  the  Union.  Undoubtedly  it 
is  no  offence  to  endeayour  to  effect  that 
object  by  peaceable  means;  bat  to  organize 
clubs — to  stimulate  the  people  to  violence 
—to  assail  the  constituted  authorities,  is 
a  direct  violation  of  the  law.  £The  Solici- 
tor- General  then  proceeded  to  read  some 
passages  from  the  article  in  the  Nation  of 
the  3rd  of  June,  which,  he  contended,  bore 
the  meaning  attributed  to  it  in  the  indict- 
ment.] Had  a  certain  course  been  taken, 
Mr.  Duffy  told  his  readers  that  at  that 
moment — the  3rd  of  June—  Ireland  would 
have  had  a  popular  cabinet,  a  treasury,  a 
legislative  council,  and  a  national  guard 
of  disciplined  clubs.  That,  of  course,  was 
not  compassing  to  depose  the  Queen,  or 
to  take  from  her  the  allegiance  of  her 
Irish  people.  Oh,  no;  it  was  quite 
harmless;  but  I  ask  if  those  four  bar- 
risters who  were  examined  yesterday  had 
read  those  papers,  which  I  assume  they 
have  not,  could  they,  consistently  with 
their  oaths,  give  that  testimony  which  I 
have  no  doubt  they  gave  believing  it  to 
be  true  ?  I  will  read  some  extracts  from 
the  article  of  17th  of  June  (reads  same). 
Is  the  public  sense  to  be  insulted  by  say- 
ing that  these  extracts  bear  an  innocent 
or  harmless  construction?  Lord  Glon' 
ewrry  has  been  paraded  before  you,  for  an 
object  that  was  quite  apparent  to  every 
one  in  court ;  but  if  his  lordship  were  now 
present,  and  heard  the  reading  of  th^t 
article  in  which  his  class  was  designated 
as  the  base  aristocracy  who  had  declared 
against  the  people  and  for  their  oppres- 
bors,  I  apprehend  he  would  be  disposed  to 
give  a  very  different  opinion  of  Mr.  Duffy. 


With  regard  to  the  next  article  I  shall 
read — namely,  •*  The  Value  of  an  Irish 
Harvest  ** — an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
relieve  Mr.  Duffy  of  the  responsibility 
attached  to  its  publication;  but  I  will 
show  you  he  was  fully  responsible  for  it, 
for  in  a  subsequent  article  he  adverted  to 
and  adopted  it.  It  was  written  in  a  paper 
of  the  first  of  July,  when  Mr.  Dujj^  was 
perfectly  at  lar^e  ;  and  I,  for  my  part,  was 
not  at  all  surprised  at  the  effort  made  by 
the  prisoner's  counsel  to  defeat  the  effect 
of  that  article,  for  it  exceeded  in  violence 
anything  that  went  before  it,  or,  perhaps, 
I  might  say,  that  followed.  But  whether 
Mr.  Duffy  wrote  the  article  or  not,  if  he 
put  it  into  his  paper  knowing  its  contents, 
the  law  and  common  sense  take  it  that  he 
adopted  it  as  his  own — if  it  was  not  the 
child  of  his  own  creation,  it  was  the  child 
of  his  adoption,  and  he  is  reB)>onsible 
for  it.  1  care  not  whether  Mr.  Duffy  was 
the  writer  of  it  or  not ;  he  is  responsible 
for  it.  Why  was  not  some  person  present 
from  his  printing  or  publishing  oflSce  to 
show  the  course  of  ousiness  there,  or 
where  Mr.  Duffy  was  when  the  article  was 
put  into  the  press  P  If  the  jury  are  left  in 
doubt  upon  that,  they  are  bound  to  con- 
clude as  law,  common  sense,  and  the 
justice  of  the  country  demand — that  the 
man  who  puts  forward  such  treasonable 
publications,  announcing  the  confiscation 
of  the  property  of  the  country,  is  respon- 
sible for  tnem.  There  is  one  observation 
that  applies  to  this  and  all  the  other 
articles — did  tlfe  prisoner  disavow  it  or 
any  of  them,  as  is  constantly  done  by 
newspaper  proprietors  when  articles  get 
into  their  papers  putting  forward  opinions 
contrary  to  their  own?  He  did  not  do 
that,  and  therefore  you  are  bound  to  take 
the  articles  as  his,  or  as  adopted  by  him. 
After  the  enactmeni;  of  the  law  which  it 
was  thought  would  put  a  stop  to  such 
treasonable  publications,  Mr.  Duffy  was 
arrested ;  but  did  he  stop  there  F  Ho  did 
not.  You  will  consider  whether  the  fol- 
lowing articles  were  not  written  and 
published  with  the  object  to  incite  to 
insurrection,  that  those  in  custody  might 
be  rescued.  The  next  article,  dated  New- 
gate, and  entitled  '*  The  Point  of  Attack," 
18  a  call  to  arms,  to  create  a  revolution, 
and  rescue  the  prisoners.  {The  Solici* 
tor 'General  read  extracts  from  the  article, 
and  asked  if  was  not  a  proclamation 
for  a  rebellion.]  Where  are  those  now 
who  stated  that  they  believed  Mr.  Duffy* $ 
opinions  to  be  in  iavour  of  moral  force, 
of  constitutional  means,  and  of  monarchy? 
or  are  their  statements  worth  one  straw  in 
the  iury-box  P 

The  prisoner  requested  the  Solicitor- 
General  to  read  the  extracts  from  Uie 
Evening  Mail,  at  the  head  of  the  article. 
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Solicitor-  General : 

"  Slack  the  bended  bow, 

Break  and  hide  the  arroW| 
Theu  ask  the  hawk  to  show 
Some  mercy  to  the  sparrow." 

Butt :  That  is  not  what  Mr.  Duffy  asks 
to  have  read  ;  it  is  the  extract  from  the 
Evening  MaiL 

Solicitor- General  reads  extract,  which  is 
as  follows : — 

"  To  set  aside  the  form  of  law,  and  pnt  down 
by  force  pillagers  and  mnrderers  (Repealers  and 
Tecant-righters  ?) — whether  they  declare  their 
creed  in  the  press  or  the  clubs— is  the  only 
feeling  now  snitable  to  the  perils  of  the  times.'* 

That  seems  to  be  the  text  on  which  the 
article  was  written.  Bat  what  is  the 
meaning  of  the  poetry  1  read  ?  Is  it  not 
'*  Ask  England  to  show  you  mercy  pro- 
Tided  you  unarm  yourselves  "  P  The  next 
tirticle  is  that  in  the  publication  of  22iid 
of  July,  entitled  "  Casus  BeUir  IThe 
Solicitor-  General  read  extracts.]  Has  M  r. 
Buffy  disavowed  it,  if  he  did  not  write 
it  P  He  has  not,  and  therefore  he  is 
responsible  for  it.  If  you  do  not  study 
these  articles  as  you  ought,  or  if  you 
are  led  away  by  what  the  prisoner's 
counsel  put  forward,  you  will  be  led 
into  a  ^reat  mistake.  The  prisoner  re- 
monstrated in  the  article  with  the 
cowards  and  braggarts,  and  incited  them 
to  stand  up  against  the  Government.  Is 
that  conijistent  with  the  evidence  given 
yesterday  relative  to  his  opinions  P  It  is 
enough  to  put  to  the  blush  the  testimony 
in  his  favour  by  gentlemen  who  did  not, 
and  who  could  not,  know  the  compassings 
and  plans  in  his  mind,  which  are  evi- 
denced bv  these  publications.  A  great 
deal  has  been  saia  about  his  respect  for 
monarchy  and  aristocracy;  but  how  did 
ho  speak  in  the  article  relative  to  aris- 
tocracy P  He  styled  them  as 
'*  selfish,  hardened,  unchivalioas,  without  cha- 
racter and  without  faith." 

One  of  that  aristocracy.  Lord  Cloncurry, 
has  been  examined  for  the  prisoner.  I 
wonder  what  the  noble  lord  would  think 
of  the  prisoner's  opinions  with  respect  to 
the  aristocracy  if  he  heard  that  passage, 
or  if  he  would  have  the  same  respect  tor 
him  P  Surely  such  language  is  capable  of 
no  uncertainty,  no  doubt  or  mistake.  He 
who  runs  may  lead.  It  was  written  in 
Newgate  Prison,  signed  by  the  prisoner's 
initials,  and  purported  to  come  from  his 
pen,  and  shows,  beyond  all  doubt,  what 
was  passing  in  the  prisoner's  mind  at  the 
time.  In  the  same  paper  of  the  22nd  July 
is  an  article  entitled  "The  Hour  of 
Destiny."  It  is  said  by  the  prisoner's 
counsel  that  this  article  was  not  written 
by  him.     Now,  even  supposing  that  to  be 


so,  the  same  argument  applies  to  it  as  the 
others.  There  is  no  evidence  to  show  that 
it  did  not  reach  the  hands  of  Mr.  Buffv 
himself,  that  he  did  not  recognise  it ;  and 
there  is  also  this  to  be  considered,  that 
the  subsequent  number  of  the  29th  July 
did  not  contradict  or  disavow  one  word  or 
sentiment  it  contained.  I  will  now  pro* 
ceed  to  another  article  which  has  been 
brought  home  to  the  prisoner — the  article 
headed  **  The  Tocsin  of  Ireland,"  which 
appeared  in  the  paper  of  the  29th  July. 
It  would  appear  to  me  to  be  a  work  of 
supererogation  to  read  over  more  of  those 
incitements  to  sedition,  if  it  were  not  that 
we  have  proved  this  article  to  be  in  the 
handwritmg  of  Mr.  Buffy  himself.  The 
manuscript  was  just  in  the  form  in  which 
newspaper  people  are  in  the  habit  of 
writing  for  the  press ;  it  was  written  only 
on  one  side  of  the  page  for  the  convenience 
of  the  compositors.  The  handwriting  is 
deposed  to  by  three  witnesses — Mr.  Venum, 
Mr.  Loice,  and  Mr.  Butler.  Some  dis- 
credit was  attempted  to  be  thrown  on 
Lowe  in  his  cross-examination ;  bnt  is  not 
there  in  addition  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Butler,  a  respectable  gentleman,  who  was 
forced  to  come  forward  and  give  his  testi- 
mony under  most  distressing  circum- 
stances. He  was  a  man  of  truth,  and  he 
stated  without  hesitation  that  the  docu- 
ment shown  to  him  was  in  the  handwriting 
of  Mr.  Buffy.  Has  any  man  been  called 
to  pruve  it  was  not  his  bandwritins? 
When  Mr.  Vunlop  was  on  the  table  he 
was  called  on  to  prove  that  Lowe  was  not 
to  be  believed  on  his  oath,  and  yet  he  was 
not  asked  if  that  document  was  or  was  not 
the  prisoner's  writing,  although  he  must 
have  known  it  well.  What  is  the  meaning 
of  all  the  inflammatory  language  in  the 
article,  addressed  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 
theu  partially  in  arms  in  the  south,  with 
Mr.  0*Brien,  their  chief,  at  their  headP 
Is  there  not  an  appeal  to  the  Confederates 
warning  them  against  holding  back  at 
this  period,  for  that  he  fvho  did  so  **  would 
be  disgraced  and  accursed."  On  this 
rested  his  hopes  of  a  rescue,  his  hopes  of 
escape,  and  his  hopes  of  immunity  from 
this  prosecution.  There  is  another  article 
in  the  paper  of  the  2»th,  **  Jacta  Alea 
Est."  It  is  said  that  was  not  written  by 
Mr.  Buffy,  I  will  give  him  the  benefit  of 
that ;  but  then  what  is  there  to  show  that 
it  did  not  come  into  Mr.  Buffy* $  bands, 
that  it  did  not  pass  through  him  to  the 
printers  P 

(a)  A  Lady  in  the  aallery :  Mr.  HaicheU, 
I  beg  your  pardon ;  but  I  wish  to  say 
(Cries  of  **  Silence.") 


(a)  It  is  stated  by  Sir  C.  G.  Duffy  in  his  "  Four 
Years  of  Irish  History,"  that  this  interruption 
was  made  by  Miss  Margaret  CaUan,  a  rtlatioa 
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Solicitor' (hneral :  Tt  has  been  intimated 
to  me  that  this  article  was  written  by  a 
l&dy.  I  will  give  the  prisoner  the  full 
benefit  of  that,  but  surelj  the  onus  is 
thrown  upon  him  to  show  by  his  people, 
by  his  clerks  or  his  compositors,  that  he 
was  not  aware  of  the  nature  of  this  article, 
that  it  did  not  come  from  him,  that  he 
never  saw  it. 

The  Lcidy  :  He  never ►  (The  sentence 

was  interrupted  hy  a  policeman.) 

Solicitor'Oeneral :  1  will  not  press  my 
argument  any  further  than  I  have  just  put 
it.  The  whole  matter  really  rests  with 
you.  I  should  be  sorry  if  the  lady  who 
wrote  it  should  incur  any  risk  by  coming 
on  the  table  ;  she  is  a  lady  of  respectability 
and  most  respectably  connected,  and  if 
she  has  been  led  into  this  folly — and  great 
fblly  it  is  on  her  part,  to  become  a  con- 
tributor to  such  a  publication  as  this 

The  Prisoner :  I  desire  to  take  the  entire 
responsibility  of  it. 

Solicitor- General :  Mr.  Duffy,  I  under- 
stand the  circumstances,  and  1  do  not  de- 
dire  to  impose  upon  you  any  greater  weight 
than  what  may  fairly  and  justly  atta(?h  to 
your  acts ;  but,  if  the  lady  was  my  sister 
or  my  daughter,  I  could  not  forego  my 
duty  of  presenting  the  document  to  the 
jury,  ana  I  present  it  to  them  under  the 
circumstances  I  have  stated.  Assuming 
it  to  be  the  composition  of  others,  1 
have  only  to  tell  you,  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  that  it  was  open  to  Mr.  Duffy  to  dis- 
avow any  responsibility  for  or  identifica- 
tion with  it. 

I  now  come  to  the  last  part  of  the 
case  for  the  Crown — namely,  the  letter 
to  Mr.  Smith  O^Brien,  which,  it  is  not 
denied,  is  in  the  prisoner's  handwriting. 
The  letter  has  no  date,  but  I  submit 
we  have  fixed  the  date  of  it  by  a  letter 
of  Mr.  0'Brien*8  on  the  union  of  clubs 
to  which  it  has  reference.  It  must  have 
been  before  Mr.  0*Brien  went  to  the 
country,  and  after  he  published  his  letter 
about  the  union  of  clubs,  which  was  dated 
the  12th  June,  and  appeared  in  the  Nation 
on  June  17th.  It  appears  from  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Williams,  who  rejoiced  in  the  name 
Of  a  Protestant  Repealer,  that  in  the  month 
of  July  Mr.  O'Brien  went  into  the  country 
with  a  view  of  holding  a  series  of  meetings 
in  Munster.   What  does  that  letter  amount 

of  his,  who  bad  been  concerned  with  Mim 
Elgee,  a  cousin  of  the  Solicitor-General'i,  in 
bringing  out  the  Nation  of  July  29th.  The 
article  "  Jarta  Alea  Est  **  was  written  by  Miss 
Elgee  (afterwards  wife  of  Sir  William  Wilde,  of 
Dublin )>  who  had  previously  contributed  to  the 
Nation,  under  the  name  of  Speranza.  The 
Dublin  Evening  Mail  states  that  the  inter- 
ruption came  from  Miss  Elgee  heiself,  who 
was,  also,  present  in  the  gallery. 


to  P  It  contains  direct  and  unmistakable 
allusion  to  a  projected  revolution  (letter 
read).  Lafanfette,  to  whom  Mr.  O'Brien 
is  compared,  was  a  man  who  halted  be- 
tween republicanism  and  monarchy.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  that  sanguinary 
revolution  which  resulted  in  the  Beign  of 
Terror.  He  ultimately  shared  the  fate  of 
all  such  instigators  of  rebellion  against 
their  Sovereign  and  the  true  interest  of 
their  country  ;  he  was  obliged  to  fly  from 
Paris  with  a  reward  offered  for  his  appro- 
hension ;  he  passed  many  of  his  days  in 
exile,  and  subsequently  died  in  Paris  after 
the  Restoration.  At  the  time  this  letter 
was  addressed  to  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  he 
was  actually  engaged  in  rebellion,  which 
was  fortunately  suppressed  with  the  loss 
of  a  few  lives  on  the  part  of  the  unfortu- 
nate insurgents.  But  that  does  not  lessen 
the  ffuilt  of  the  prisoner  if  he  compassed 
the  levying  of  war,  and  stimulated  others 
to  engage  m  it.  The  articles  set  forth  in 
the  indictment  clearlv  indicate  the  inten- 
tion attributed  to  Mr.  Duffy.  Upon  the 
nature  of  these  articles  you  will  be  obliged 
to  decide  on  your  oatna.  Yoa,  men  of 
station  and  of  character,  are  to  give  your 
verdict  under  the  solemn  obligation  of 
your  oath ;  and  while  you  are  bound  to 
respect  every  well-founded  and  rational 
doubt,  I  appeal  to  you  on  behalf  of  your 
country,  as  you  value  its  future  peace  and 
tranquillity, to  do  your  duty,  and  whatever 
verdict  you  give,  I  hope  and  trust  it  will 
meet  the  ends  of  justice,  and  satisfy  your 
fellow  citizens. 

SuMMnro  UP. 

Ball,  J.,  in  summing  up,  explained  the 
charge  to  the  jury,  and  reaa  11  &  12 
Vict.  0.  12.  s.  3 :  Divested  of  its  redundant 
phraseolo^,  that  section,  at  least  so  far 
as  the  prisoner  is  concerned,  apypears  to 
amount  to  this :  that,  if  any  person  shall 
entertain  the  intention  of  deposing  Her 
Majesty  from  her  sovereignty  in  this 
coimtry,  or  the  intention  of  levying  war 
against  Her  Majesty  for  the  purpose  of 
coercing  her  to  change  her  measures  and 
counsels,  and  shall  in  either  case  manifest 
such  intention  by  any  printing  or  writing, 
he  shall  be  guilty  of  felony.  It  is  not  the 
act  of  endeavouring  to  depose  the  (jueen, 
or  the  act  of  levying  war  that  are  made 
felonies  by  this  statute.  Those  acts 
amount  by  law  to  the  crime  of  high  trea* 
son,  and  do  not  constitute  any  part  of  the 
legislation  of  this  Act,  but  it  is  the  inten* 
tion  to  do  such  acts  proved  to  exist  in 
the  mind  of  the  accused  that  by  this 
statute  is  made  a  substantive  felony.  By 
the  term  intention  you  are  not  to  un- 
derstand a  more  passing  thought,  but, 
as    the    word    imports,    a    settled   and 
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deliberate  purpose.  It  in  not  the  in- 
tention in  the  mind,  which  alone  con* 
Btitates  the  offence,  which  will  render  a 
man  amenable  to  the  penalties  of  this 
Btatnte.  He  must  noc  only  be  proyed  to 
have  entertained  the  intention,  but  to 
have  expressed  or  manifested  it  by  some 
printing  or  writing.  Again,  gentlemen, 
an  attempt  to' depose  the  ^Sovereign  does 
not  import  any  intention  to  injure  the 
Queen,  or  even  to  treat  her  with  any  per- 
sonal disrespect.  Neither  is  a  formal  in- 
tention to  deprive  her  of  her  title, 
position,  and  dignity  '  necessarv.  The 
offence  has  been  perpetrated,  if  tne  priso- 
ner has  entertained  and  expressed  the 
intention  of  constituting  or  setting  up  in 
this  kingdom  any  body  of  persons  who 
were  to  exercise  the  functions  of  the 
Government,  and  virtuallv  to  supersede 
the  Queen's  authority — still  more  so,  if  the 
prisoner  has  entertained  and  expres.sed  an 
intention  of  severing  this  country  from 
the  British  crown,  and  establishing  either 
a  republic  or  any  other  form  of  Govern- 
ment. With  regard  to  the  other  charge 
of  compassing  to  levy  war,  you  are  further 
to  understand  that  when  the  statute  uses 
the  words  **  levying  of  war,"  such  terms 
ate  not  confined « in  their  legal  construction, 
to  the  exhibition  of  warlike  a:  ray.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  the  prisoner  should  have  had 
present  in  his  mind  the  idea  of  any  military 
force  or  regularly-organized  army.  If  he 
contemplated  an  extensive  insurrection,  or 
rising  of  the  people,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pelling Her  Majesty  to  change  her  measures 
and  Counsels,  the  law  holds  him  guilty  of  the 
oH'ence  of  levying  war  within  the  meaning 
of  this  Act  of  Parliament.  So  far  for  the 
construction  and  meaning  of  the  statute 
under  which  the  present  indictment  has 
been  framed, 

IThe  learned  judge  proceeded  to  refer 
to  Butt* 9  speech.]  The  learned  counsel 
told  you,  that  if  by  any  possibility  the 
prisoner  may  be  innocent  of  the  charge, 
you-  are  to  acquit  him.  It  is  my  duty 
to  tell  you  there  is  no  such  principle, 
either  in  law,  or  in  justice,  or,  I  might 
almost  say,  in  common  sense.  If  there 
were  such  a  principle,  I  apprehend  it 
would  be  difficult — ^not  to  say  impracticable 
— in  any  given  case  for  any  jury  to  return 
a  safe  or  conscientious  verdict.  With 
that  observation  I  will  come  to  the  indict- 
ment, which  consistfi  of  four  counts.  The 
first  and  third  counts  charge  the  prisoner 
with  the  compassing  to  depose  the  Queen, 
and  the  two  others — the  second  and  fourth 
— charge  his  intention  to  have  been  to 
levy  war  against  the  Queen  for  the  pur- 
pose of  compelling  her  to  change  her 
measures  and  counsels.  The  evidence  to 
sustain  both  those  distinct  charges  is  the 
same,  and  consists  entirely  of  uie  publi- 


cations, about  which  you  have  heard  so 
mach  in  the  progress  of  the  trial,  and  of 
the   manuscript  letter  addressed  by   Mr. 
Duffy  to  Mr.  Smith  O'Brien,    If  you  are 
satisfied  that  the  publications,  or  any  of 
them,   have  been  brought   home  to  the 
prisoner,   you  will  next  have    to  inquire 
whether  their  contents,  or  any  of  them,  are 
of  the  character  ascribed  to  them  by  the 
indictment — that  is,  did  they  express  the 
prisoner's  intention  to  depose  the  Queen, 
or  to  levy  war  against  her  for  the  purpose 
charged?    The  evidence  ofiered   by  the 
Crown  to  bring  home  the  responsibility  of 
those    publications   or    writings    to    the 
prisoner  is  threefold ;  first,  the  prisoner's 
declaration  lodged  at  the  Stamp  Office — 
his  signature  to  the  papers — and  as  to  the 
publication  of  the  29th  of  July,  the  fact 
that  a  copy  of  it  was  found  at  the  publish- 
ing office  of  the  N'ation  in  D'Olier  Street ; 
secondly,   the  proof  of  the  handwriting 
of  the  prisoner  to  two  of  the  articles  in 
one  paper,  that  headed   "The  Tocsin  of 
Ireland,"    and   the  **  Notice    to    Corre- 
spondents "  ;  thirdly,  the  evidence  applic- 
able to  the  letter  to  Mr.  O'Brien.     £The 
learned  judge  proceeded  to  refer  to  the 
provisions  of  3  &  4  WilL  4.  c.  76.,  as  to  the 
registration  of  newspapers.]     Proof  has 
been  given  that  the  requisite  declaration 
of  proprietorship  was  made  by  the  pri- 
soner, and  that  he  affixed  his  signature  to 
three  of  the  papers  included  in  the  indict- 
ment.   But  this  last  evidence  does  not 
apply  with  respect  to  the  paper  of  July 
29th,  because  it  never  was  in  the  Stamp 
Office,  having    been  suppressed  by  the 
Crown  ;  but  a  copy  of  it  was  prodaced  by 
the  Crown,  and  was  sworn  to  have  been 
found  at   the  publishing  office,    having 
certain  corrections  made  on  it  by  some 
person     who    undertook    to    correct  for 
the  press.    It  is  a  newspaper  within  the 
statutory  declaration,  because  it  pnrports 
to  be    conformable    to   the    declaration, 
though  it  was  not  signed  as  required  by 
the    statute.      In   the  popular    sense  of 
the  term  that  paper  was  not  published ; 
but  I    am    bound  to    tell    you,  that   if 
you  believe  the  evidence,  in  point  of  law 
it  amounts  to  a  publication  of  that  news- 
paper.   Only  one  copy  of  it  was  found  at 
the  publishing  office ;  but  the  law  knows 
no  degree  of  publication,  and  the  publica- 
tion of  one  copy  is  as  conclusive  as  if  one 
thousand  were  published.      But  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoner  it  is  suggested  that, 
though  the  evidence  may  be  conclusive  as 
to  publication,  it  is  not  conclu8ive  as  to 
any  other  matter  contained  in  the  paper. 
It  is  necessary  that  you  should  bear  that 
in  mind,  as  an  essential  ingredient  in  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  prisoner,  that 
evidence  as  to  publication  is  not  conclusive 
as  to  the  prisoner  havisig,  by  these  pub* 
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lications,  expressed  his  intention  to  depose 
the  Qaeen,  or  levy  war  against  her.  It  is 
also  suggested  on  the  part  of  the  prisouer 
that  the  pablication  of  those  documents  by 
him,  as  registered  publisher,  proprietor, 
and  printer,  is  not  conclusive  that  he 
knew  their  contents ;  and,  if  he  did  not, 
then  he  could  not  be  said  to  have  enter- 
tained the  intention  they  are  alleged  to 
express.  For  instance,  it  is  suggested 
that  the  prisoner,  though  standing  m  the 
threefold  character  I  have  stated,  might 
have  been  absent,  might  not  have  taken 
an;^  part  in  the  publication  of  those 
writings,  or  might  not  have  road  a  single 
word  of  them  before  they  were  published. 
Accordingly,  yon  are  called  upon  not  to 
come  to  the  conclusion,  from  the  mere 
evidence  of  publication,  that  the  prisoner 
hv  these  papers  expressed  the  intention 
charged,  unless  you  are  satisfied  that 
he  knew  of  the  contents  of  the  writings. 
In  addition  to  the  threefold  character  of 
publisher,  proprietor,  and  printer,  it 
appears  by  the  evidence  of  two  witnesses 
produced  for  him  that  he  also  filled  the 
situation  of  editor  to  the  paper.  If  that 
evidence  had  not  been  given,  the  case 
would  have  gone  to  you  without  any 
evidence  to  fix  the  prisoner  with  the 
character  of  editor.  But  Mrs.  If  Oee 
stated  that  up  to  the  time  of 
the  prisoner's  arrest,  her  husband 
had  been  assistant,  or  sub-editor,  some 
other  person  being  the  editor;  and  Mr. 
Meagher  on  his  cross-examination  said 
that  Mr.  Duffy  was  the  editor.  The  Crown 
relies  on  this—that  this  is  not  the  case  of 
a  man  who  published  a  single  newspaper 
containing  an  article,  or  articles,  consti- 
tuting the  offence  charged,  but  that  he 
published  a  series  of  newspapers,  com- 
mencing on  the  3rd  of  June  and  ending 
on  the  29th  of  July,  and  that,  therefore, 
though  you  might  hesitate,  if  it  was  the 
case  of  a  man  who  had  published  one 
article  or  paper  only,  in  finding  that  he 
was  responsible,  there  is  abundant  evi- 
dence to  show  that  he  knew  the  contents 
of  articles  contained  in  newspapers  pub- 
lished during  two  months.  This  is  the 
oonclusion  you  are  called  on  by  the  Grown 
to  come  to ;  and  you  will  exercise  your 
aound  judgment,  and  consider  what  your 
finding  upon  the  matter  ought  to  be. 
Some  of  the  articles  purport  to  bear  the 
prisoner's  initials,  0.  (t.  D.,and  they  pur- 
port likewise  to  be  written  in  the  first 
person,  importing  that  they  were  the 
sentiments  of  the  individual  whose  initials 
they  bore.  You  are  called  upon  to  con- 
sider whether  it  is  reasonable  to  believe 
that  the  editor  of  a  paper  would  have  per- 
mitted this  to  go  on  for  so  long  a  period 
without  interfering,  and  have  allowed  let- 
ters to  appear  in  his  own  paper,  purporting 


to  be  the  expression  of  his  individual  senti- 
ments, if  he  did  not  entertain  the  senti- 
ments and  opinions  so  attributed  to  him. 
On  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  a  portion  of  the 
evidence  of  Mrs.  M*  Oee  must  be  a  matter 
for  your  consideration  on  this  branch  of 
the  case^namely,  that  her  husband,  in 
point  of  fact,  often  wrote  articles  hims  If 
for  the  paper  and  published  them  without 
apprising  the  prisoner  of  them,  or  allow- 
ing him  to  see  them  before  they  were 
published.  That  is  a  material  circum- 
stance for  you  to  bear  in  mind,  and  one 
which  may  qualify  inferences  you  would 
draw  from  portions  of  the  evidence.  The 
meaning  of  ner  answer  may  have  amounted 
to  no  more  than  this — that  her  husband 
used  to  put  articles  into  the  newspaper, 
without,  as  far  as  she  knew,  submitting 
them  to  Mr.  Duffy,  But  it  will  be  for 
you  to  put  whatever  you  believe  to  be  the 
true  and  proper  construction  on  her  evi- 
dence. 

Butt:  Mrs  WGee  has  deposed  that 
her  husband  alone  was  the  responsible 
editor  of  the  paper  after  Mr.  Duffy*8  im- 
prisonment. 

A  Juror:  And  co-editor  from  January 
previous. 

Ball,  J.t  Well,  I  did  not  catch  the 
word  co-editor,  but  I  am  glad  you.  have. 
So  far,  then,  as  we  have  proceeded,  the 
evidence  does  not  establish  the  fact  that 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was  editor  of  the 
paper  at  any  time  subsequent  to  his  going 
to  gaol. 

You  will  bear  in  mind  that  there  is  no 
evidence  whatsoever  as  to  who  wrote  any 
one  of  the  articles  in  question,  with  the 
exception  of  two.  Mr.  Meagher  came  up- 
on the  table  yesterday,  and  proved  that, 
he  was  the  author  and  writer  of  one  of 
them.  Another  of  them,  I  cannot  say 
was  proved,  but  was  asserted  by  counsel, 
to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  M*Oee, 
and  a  witness  was  brought  on  the  table  to 
depose  to  matters  relating  to  it;  and  it 
was  also  asserted  that  two  other  of  these 
articles  had  been  written  by  a  lady.  I 
mention  this  to  you  in  order  that  you  may 
not  lose  from  your  recollection  that  there 
is  no  proof,  save  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Meagher,  who  was  the  writer  of  any  of 
these  other  articles.  It  has  been  suggested, 
and  perhaps  correctly,  that  no  evidence 
could  be  given  in  reference  to  the  author- 
ship of  these  several  articles,  without  com- 
promising the  persons  by  whom  they  were 
written.  Whether  that  be  so  or  not  we 
have  no  means  of  judging,  as  no  evidence 
has  been  given  on  the  subject.  But,  sup- 
posing they  were  written  by  other  persons, 
it  was  reasonable  to  expect,  in  reference 
to  the  question  whether  their  contents 
were  known  to  Mr.  Duffy,  that  some 
I  evidence  should  have  been  given  as  to  the 
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management  of  the  newspaper  as  far  as 
the  prisoner  was  ooncemed — some  evi- 
dence that  it  was  not  his  habit  to  be 
present  in  the  oflSce  at  the  time  the  articles 
were  bronght  there  for  insertion  There 
were  thirteen  printers  employed  in  the 
dSice  of  the  Nation,  who  might  have  been 
able  to  give  evidence  on  this  point ;  bnt 
none  of  them  have  been  produced,  and 
therefore  yon  must  make  np  yonr  minds 
as  to  whether  you  can  safely  and  con- 
scientiously come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  prisoner  knew  the  contents  of  these 
ai'ticles,  and  expressed  his  own  intentions 
by  giving  publicity  to  them. 

This  brings  me  to  the  second  branch  of 
the  case — namely,  what  is  the  true  con- 
struction manifested  bv  these  documents  P 
Upon  this  portion  of  the  case,  you  will 
remember,  it  has  been  maintained  that  they 
import  no  such  intention  as  that  charged 
in  ihe  indictment ;  and  no  matter  whether 
you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
contain  matter  highly  criminal,  dangerous 
to  tho  peace  of  tho  coantry,  inflammatory 
•or  seditious,  that  will  not  do — ^you  must  be 
satisfied  that  they  exhibit  and  express  the 
intention  ascribed  to  the  prisoner  upon 
the  indictment.  His  case  is,  that  he  did 
not  express  that  intention,  whatever  other 
intention  he  might  have  expressed.  Intro- 
ductory to  this  part  of  the  case,  Mr.  Butt 
went  into  a  personal  as  well  as  a  public  his- 
tory of  his  client,  and  called  ^  number  of 
witnesses  of  the  highest  re«*pectability  and 
character  to  corroborate  his  statement.  He 
said  that  the  prisoner  had  been  engaged  for 
eight  years  in  endeavouring,  through  the 
medium  of  the  press,  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  his  countrymen,  to  educate  them, 
and,  as  a  means  to  that  end,  to  establish 
associations  or  clubs  throughout  Ireland. 
In  addition  to  this,  you  have  it  in  evidence 
that  the  prisoner  is  a  person  of  most 
blameless  character  in  all  the  relations  of 
life-^nay,  not  only  most  blnmeless,  bnt 
most  exemplary,  both  as  a  man  and  a 
Christian.  These  matters,  however,  can 
be  considered  as  evidence  only  in  this 
sense — and  I  am  not  aware  that  they  were 
offered  in  any  other — to  lead  you  at  the 
outset  to  doubt  that  a  person  so  devoted 
to  those  peaceful  pnrbuits,  and  so  blame- 
less and  exemplary  in  his  character,  would 
entertain  such  intentions  as  those  charged 
in  the  indictment.  If  you  find  that  this 
evidence  throws  any,  light  upon  the  case, 
you  will,  of  course,'  use  yonr  own  judg- 
ment in  considering  what  the  effect  of  it 
should  be. 

With  respect  to  what  has  been  said 
relative  to  the  prisoner  being  a  person  of 
literary  habits,  and  that  as  such  he  was 
not  likely  to  engage  in  the  criminal  de- 
signs imputed  to  him,  and  especially  as 
history  and  the  late  revolution  in  France 


were  referred  to,  I  cannot  forget  that  it  was 
literary  men  who  in  a  great  measure 
carriea  out  that  revolution,  who  overthrew 
the  reigning  monarch,  and  succeeded  him  ; 
that  the  office  of  the  National  was  the 
head-quarters  of  that  revolution,  and  that 
the  manifestoes  from  that  office  excited, 
and  finally  accomplished,  the  revolution. 
I  mention  this  to  yon  with  a  view  to 
endeavour  to  assist  you  to  form  your 
judgment  upon  the  statement  I  have  re- 
ferred to. 

Evidence  lias  been  given  that  he  con- 
templated none  other  than  legal  means  of 
attaining  his  objects ;  that  evidence  the 
Grown  is  called  upon  to  reconcile  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  jury  wifii  the  intention 
which  the  indictment  here  ascribes  to 
the  prisoner.  As  I  understand  the  oase 
on  tne  part  of  the  Grown,  they  do  not 
allege 

Butt:  Will  yonr  lordship  allow  me  to 
say,  that  my  impression  of  our  evidence 
is,  that  we  gave  evidence  as  to  the 
character  and  sentiments  of  Mr.  Duffy 
down  to  the  end  of  June,  almost  down  to 
the  period  of  his  imprisonment  P 

Ball,  J. :  Yes,  there  was  evidence  that 
the  prisoner  attended  meetings  of  what 
was  called  a  conference  about  the  forma- 
tion of  the  League,  and  that  upon  those 
occasions  he  declared  himself  hostile  to 
any  force  being  used,  and  professed  him- 
self desirous  to  attain  the  objects  he  had 
in  view  by  legal  means. 

The  first  publication  relied  upon  is  this 
article,  of  which  I  read  to  you  tne  opening 
passage.  [The  learned  judge  read  a  passage 
from  the  article  recommending  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  legislative  eouncil.]  Now, 
a  legislative  council  is  a  body  which 
makes  laws,  and  a  body  that  makes  laws 
assumes  some  pot  tion  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  State.  Therefore,  if  yon  believe 
that  the  prisoner  meant  a  Council  of 
Three  Hundred  which  was  to  legislate  for 
Ireland,  you  have  in  the  outset  an  an- 
nouncement that  he  intended  to  substitute 
a  different  form  of  government  from  that 
which  at  present  exists.  But  it  is  for  you 
alone  to  say  what  is  the  meaning  of  a 
legislative  council.  If  it  is  merely  a  loos^ 
form  of  expression  for  a  oonnoil  possessing 
influence  in  the  country,  you  will  put 
such  a  construction  upon  it ;  and,  bear  in 
mind,  that  in  considering  these  publica- 
tions, you  are  to  take  them  in  their 
natural  and  reasonable  sense.  In  the 
succeeding  passage  he  speaks  of  a  direc- 
tory, an  executive  committee  of  Bye,  com- 
petent to  act  as  the  cabinet  of  the  move- 
ment. These  are  terms  which,  if  under- 
stood in  their  ordinary  signification,  weuld 
import  that  the  piisoner  had  in  his  mind 
the  intention,  not  only  of  establishing  a 
new  legislature,  but  a  new  executive,  and 
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a  new  cabinet,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  objects  he  had  in  riew.  You  are 
to  decide  upon  the  signification  which 
these  passages  bear ;  and,  recollect,  you 
are  not  to  bo  concluded  by  that  which 
may  in  the  outset  appear  to  be  their 
meaning,  but  you  are  to  consider  the 
whole  publication,  and  see  whether  it 
might  not  have  another,  and  a  different 
meanine.  The  article  goes  on  to  speak  of 
the  establishment  of  clubs  throughout  the 
country,  and  says — 

*'  Had  this  been  done,  Ireland,  in»tead  of  now 
pleading  a  criminal  want  of  foresight,  would 
have  a  popular  treasury,  a  legislative  council, 
and  a  national  guard  of  disciplined  cluhs." 

It  is  for  you  to  say  whether  this  passage 
is  to  be  ttkken  in  its  literal  sense,  or 
whether  the  words  "a  national  guard  of 
disciplined  clubs"  may  be  nothing  more 
than  a  redundant  mode  of  expressing  what 
would  have  been  indicated  by  the  use  of 
the  word  "  clubs "  alone.  Then  it  is 
stated  that  these  preparations  were  neces- 
sar}',  in  order  that  the  whole  force  of  the 
country  might  be  wielded  like  a  sword. 
Does  this  import  an  intention  to  carry  out 
the  professed  objects  of  the  prisoner — to 
obtain  the  Bepeal  of  the  ITuion,  restore 
the  constitution  of  '82  by  peaceable  and 
legal  means ;  or  is  the  fair  import  of  the 
passage,  that  he  had  an  intention  to  use 
the  strength  and  population  of  the  country 
as  a  force  to  coerce  England  like  a 
sword  P  Again  he  speaks  of  a  *  *  desperate 
struggle  *' ;  but  it  does  not  necessarily 
import  that  the  prisoner  contemplated  an 
armed  struggle.  We  have  often  heard  of 
a  desperate  struggle  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  or  in  other  places  where  two 
parties  of  different  political  opinions  may 
nave  a  contest.  However,  it  is  for  you  to 
say  what  meaning  can  be  fairly  attributed 
to  the  passage  in  question.  Undoubtedly 
language  is  used  in  these  publications, 
which,  if  understood  literally,  would  im- 
port that  the  prisoner  intended  to  appeal 
to  arms  for  the  accomplishment  of  his 
-views ;  but  I  say  again  that  it  is  for  you 
to  decide  whether  such  a  meaning  really 
attaches  to  these  passages. 

[The  learned  judge  proceeded  to  read 
and  comment  on  the  other  passages  set 
out  in  the  indictment ;  but  this  X)art  of  the 
summing-up  was  not  reported.  As  to  Mr. 
Duffy*$  hanawriting,  the  evidence  of  the 
three  witnesses  for  the  Crown  was  un- 
contradicted. Although  several  of  the 
prisoner's  witnesses  must  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  his  handwriting,  no  ques- 
tion was  put  to  any  of  them.  The  learned 
judge  concluded  by  referring  to  the  evi- 
dence in  support  of  the  averment  in  the 
third  overt  act  of  the  fourth  count,  that 
Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  was  engaged  in  levy- 


ing  war,  which,  he  observed,  was  rather 
a  bye-battle  with  regard  to  the  main  issue 
to  be  determined.] 

The  jury  retired  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  seven,  and  the  Court  adjourned. 

At  ten  minutes  past  eleven  the  Court 
resumed,  and  the  jury  were  sent  for.  The 
Foreman  stated  that  there  was  not  the 
slightest  probability  of  their  agreeing. 
(Cheem,  which  were  suppressed.)  The 
juiT  were  directed  to  return  to  their  room, 
and  the  Court  adjourned  until  the  next 
morning. 

Thursday,  February  22nd. 

The  jury  having  been  sent  for,  the 
Foreman  again  stated  that  there  was  no 
prospect  of  their  agreement. 

Ball,  J. :  Well,  gentlemen,  you  must 
retire  to  your  room. 

A  Jwror  asked  if  they  could  be  allowed 
to  breakfast. 

Ball,  J . :  Certainly  not,  the  law  gives 
the  Court  no  discretion  in  the  matter. 

Foreman:  My  Ijord,  two  of  the  juroi^ 
complain  of  being  ill. 

Ball,  J. :  A  medical  gentleman  is  in 
attendance,  and  will  examine  and  repurt 
upon  the  health  of  the  juix)rs. 

Dr.  HaUahan^  having  retired  to  examine 
the  jurors  and  returned  into  Court,  was 
swoiii,  and  stated  in  answer  to  Ball,  J,, 
that  Mr.  North  was  suffering  from  an  in* 
testinal  attack,  that  his  pulse  was  very 
quick,  and  he  was  extremely  thirsty,  and 
very  feverish. 

Ball,  J.:  You  are  of  impression  thnt 
f&rther  confinement  would  seriously  en- 
danger his  health  P— Yes ;  if  another  attack 
occurs,  it  may  endanger  his  life.  Mr. 
Burke^${a)  head  and  stomach  are  affected. 


(a)  Eleven  jurors  were  for  a  conviction,  and 
one,  Burke,  for  an  acquittal.  Speaking  in  the 
House  of  Lords  with  reference  to  this  trial,  on 
February  23  rd,  Lord  Brougham  is  reported  to 
have  said:  (TiW*,  Feb.  84,  Hans.,  vol.  102, 
p.  1179)  ";A  jury  for  Ireland  I  As  well  talk 
of  a  jury  fbr  Africa.  For  greater  indecency 
could  not  have  taken  place  in  the  rudest  knuils 
of  tbe  Hottentots  than  by  a  juror  who  disgraced 
the  illustrious  name  of  Burke  by  his  interrup- 
tion of  the  pri9oner's  defence "  (by  his  ap  • 
plaiise,  see  above,  p.*  908). '  A  correspondence 
followed  between  Lord  Brougham  and  Mr. 
Burke,  in  which  the  latter  explained  his  action 
as  follows :  {Freeman's  Joumai,  February  a7th .) 
<<The  prisoner  was  both  persecuted  and 
oppressed.  He  was  charged  with  a  design  to 
commit  treason.  The  evidence  against  him 
principally  relied  on  was  that  of  articles  which 
appeared  in  his  paper  when  be  was  closely 
confined  in  prison — articles  with  respect  to 
which  Mr.  Butt  read  Lord  Lansdowne's  solemn 
assurance  in  the  House  of  Lords  that  they  were 
not  written  by  him  at  aU.  None  of  these 
articles  were  shown  to  be  his,  and  some  of 
them  were  proved  not  to  be  so.     A  list  of  the 
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and  his  feet  are  cold.  I  think  farther 
oonfinement  would  be  dangerons  to  his 
health,  for  he  is  an  old  man. 

Ball,  J..*  Under  these  circnmstanoes, 
considering  that  yon  have  been  already 
confined  fourteen  or  fifteen  hours,  and 
from  your  statement  through  your  Fore- 
man that  you  are  not  likely  to  agree,  the 
Court  will  exercise  the  discretion  which 
the  law  gives  in  extraordinary  cases,  and 
therefore  we  now  discharge  you.  (Loud 
cheers.) 

Lefbot,  B.,  intimated  that  it  must  not 
be  taken  as  the  result  of  the  case  that, 
under  the  statute  the  Crown,  after  prov- 
ing that  the  prisoner  was  the  registered 
proprietor  of  the  newspaper,  and  that  the 
prisoner  had  signed  the  copy  of  the  paper 
in  question,  were  bound  to  give  further 
evidence  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
contents  of  the  paper  as  published  by  him. 

Ball,  J.,  concurred. 

Butt  applied  that  the  prisoner  should  be 
tried  again  at  once,  if  he  was  to  be  (further 
proceeaed  against. 

Ball,  J.,  stated  that  the  circuit  arrange- 
ments made  this  impossible ;  further,  all 
the  jurors  had  been  discharged. 

Butt  then  applied  that  the  prisoner 
should  be  bailed,  on  the  ground  that  he 
had  now  been  seven  months  in  Newgate 
without  trial,  to  the  ruin  of  his  afi'airs 
and  the  danger  of  his  health. 

The  Attorney- Oeneral  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, and  contended  that  the  delay  had 
been  due  to  the  conduct  of  the  defence. 
He  also  referred  to  the  prisoner's  attempted 
escape  from  prison  by  means  of  a  rope 
ladder,  and  his  attempt  to  corrupt  a 
policeman. 

The  Court  refused  the  application,  and 
the  commission  was  adjourned  to  April 
7th.  In  the  meantime  the  prisoner  was 
confined  in  Bichmond  Bridewell. (a) 

first  men  in  the  country  proved  that  up  to  the 
very  moment  of  his  imprisonment  he  was  an 
opponent  in  every  meeting  of  anything  like 
force  or  disorder,  and  was  a  friend  of  the  British 
Constitution,  which  I  revere.  I  formed  on  this 
evidence  an  opinion  that  I  ooght  not  to  convict." 
(a)  A  memorial  signed  by  more  than  17,000 
persons,  including  ten  of  the  jury  at  the  trial, 
was  afterwards  presented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
containing  the  following  passage :  **  Your  Ex- 
cellency's memorialists  respectfully  suggest  to 
your  ExcelleDcy*s  consideration  that,  even  if  Mr. 
Vuffj  be  guilty  of  the  ofience  imputed  to  him, 
yet  be  hM  already  been  punitthed  long  and 
severely ;  that  he  has  been  four  times  indicted 


The  prisoner  was  again  tried  on  the  same 
indictment  before  Jackson  and  Moobe, 
JJ.,  on  April  10th  and  the  following 
days. 

The  proceedings  were  similar  to  those 
on  the  first  trial.  The  jury  again  dis- 
agreed, and  were  discharged  after  being 
locked  np  all  night,  on  medical  evidence 
that  further  confinement  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  some  of  them.  It  was  stated 
that  seven  were  for  an  acquittal  and  five 
for  a  conviction. 

Butt  then  applied  that  the  prisoner 
should  be  discharged  on  his  own  recog- 
nizances or  admit1>ed  to  bail. 

The  Attorney- Oenerod  consenting,  he 
was  admitted  to  bail,  himself  in  1,0002, 
with  two  sureties  in  600Z.  each,  to  appeal* 
and  stand  his  trial  when  called  upon. 

Materials  Mads  Use  ot. — It  appears 
from  a  search  directed  by  Mr.  John 
Morley,  the  Irish  Chief  Secretary,  on  the 
application  of  the  Committee,  that  the 
shorthand  notes  of  this  trial  have  not 
been  preserved.  The  report  of  the  pre- 
liminary proceedings  is  founded  in  the 
main  on  4  Cox  C.  C.  24,  117,  123,  172, 
194,  and  1  Ir.  Jur.  81,  167,  188,  but  for 
the  judgments  on  demurrer  the  verba- 
tim reports  in  the  Freeman* 8  Journal  have 
also  been  used.  The  report  of  the  trial  is 
taken  from  a  volume  of  the  Freeman's 
Journal  for  1849,  lent  from  the  libi*ary  in  - 
Dublin  Castle.  The  reports  in  the  Dublin 
Evenvna  Mail  and  Dublin  Evening  Post 
have  also  been  refen*ed  to.  The  fouilh 
indictment  has  been  obtained  from  the 
Irish  Becord  Office. 

and  once  tried ;  that  the  publications  charged 
against  him  were  written  during  a  period  of 
great  political  excitement  throughout  Europe 
which  has  now  ceased ;  that  some  of  these  pub- 
lications appeared  during  his  close  imprison- 
ment; and  that  they  in  all  extend  but  over  a 
period  of  a  few  weeko,  while  his  defence  has 
exhibited  the  uninterrupted  and  admittedly  use- 
ful labours  of  eight  years  in  promotmg  tem- 
perance, literature,  &c. ;  and  that  it  is  opposed 
t(»  the  wise  and  humane  administration  of  the 
law  which  long  usage  has  established  to  institute 
a  second  prosecution  for  the  same  political 
offence."  In  refusing  to  comply  with  a  similar 
memorial  from  some  of  the  Irish  members  of 
Parliament,  Lord  Clarendon  stated  that  Mr. 
Duffy  had  not  expressed  the  slightest  contrition 
for  what  he  bad  done,  or  offered  any  pledge 
that  he  would  not  repeat  the  offence^  if  mercy 
were  extended  him. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


961] 


Tn  re  John  Crawford,  1849. 


[962 


In  re  JOHN  CRAWFORD. 


Pbocsedings  in  the  Coubt  of  Queen's  Bench  on  Habeas  Cobpus 
BEFOBE  Patteson,  Colebidge,  AND  Eblb,  JJ.,  Apbil  30th,  1849. 
(Reported  in  13  Q.  B.  613,  and  18  L.  J.  Q.  B.  225.) 

The  Court  of  Cliaiicerj  in  the  Isle  of  Man  haTing  committed  for  contempt  antil  farther  order 
John  Crawford,  the  admitted  author  of  an  article  published  in  the  Moiu^a  Herald  newspaper 
reflecting  on  the  proceedings  of  the  Court,  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  ordered  to  issue,  no 
cause  having  been  shown  against  it,  to  bring  up  his  bodj,  ice. 

Held  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  on  motion  to  quash  the  writ  quia  improvide  emanavit-^ 

Habeas  Carpus — Isle  of  Man — Commitment  until  further  order  for  contempt  not  in  facie  curia, 

Semble  that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  runs  to  the  Isle  of  Man  at  common  law.(a) 

But  it  is  not  good  ground  for  issuing  the  writ  that  the  party  has  been  conmiitted  for  a 
contempt  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  the  Island,  it  not  appearing  that  such  commitment 
was  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  Island. 

(a)  See  in  re  Brown,  5  B.  &  S.  280  ;  3d  L.  J.  Q.  B.  193. 


A  writ  of  Habeas  corpus  having  issued 
directed  to  the  Hon.  OnoHes  Hope,  Lient.- 
Govemor  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  to  the 
keeper  of  Her  Majesty's  gaol  at  Castle 
Bnshen,  commanding  them  to  have  the 
body  of  John  Cra/uoford  before  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  at  Westminster  to  undergo 
and  receive,  &c.,  Peacock  (a)  obtained  a 
rule  calling  on  the  prosecutor  to  show 
cause  why  the  writ  should  not  be  quashed 
quia  improvide  emanavit,  no  cause  having 
been  shown  against  the  issuing  of  the  wnt 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  communication 
with  the  Isle  of  Man. 

It  appeared  that  at  a  Chancery  Court 
at  Eushen  on  February  15,  1849,  Boberi 
Fa/rgh&r,  printer  and  publisher  of  the 
Monads  Herald,  was  committed  for  a  con- 
tempt in  having  published  in  the  issue  of 
January  24th  an  article  tending  to  scan- 
dalize and  defame  the  Court.  Thereupon, 
John  Crawford,  who  was  present  in  Court, 
avowed  himself  the  author  of  the  article, 
and  was  likewise  committed.  No  warrant 
was  nfade  out  at  the  time,  but  Crawford 
having  written  to  the  Lieutenant- (gover- 
nor requesting  to  know  by  what  authority 
he  was  imprisoned,  the  gaoler  later  in  the 
day  produced  the  following  warrant: — 

"At  a  Chancery  Court  holden  at  Castle 
Bushen,  by  adjournment,  the  15th  February, 
1849. 

*'  Whereas  John  Crawford,  of  the  town  of 
Douglas,  voluntarily  appeared  before  this  Court 
and  avowed  himself  to  be  the  author  of  an 
article  pubh'shed  in  a  certain  newspaper  called 
the  Mona's  Herald  and  Fargher^s  Isle  of  Man 

(o)  Afterwards  C.  J.  of  Bengal  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Judicial  Committee. 

85334. 


Advertiser,  on  the  84th  January  last,  headed 
*The  Chancery  Court,*  and  to  be  responsible 
for  the  publication  thereof:  and  whereas  the 
writing  and  publishing  the  said  article  is  a  con- 
tempt of  tins  Court:  It  is  therefore  hereby 
ordered  that  the  said  John  Crawford  be,  for 
such  his  contempt,  committed  a  prisoner  to  the 
eaol  of  Bnshen  Castle,  there  to  remain  until 
rnrther  order. 

"  (Signed)    Chaklbs  Hop«.** 
The  prisoner  in  his  affidavit  submitted — 

1.  Tnat  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  con- 
tempt, not  haviuff  violated  any  known 
rule  or  order  of  the  Isle  of  Man  in  writ- 
ing the  article. 

2.  That  the  procedure  was  general, 
vAgU^e,  informal,  and  contrary  to  me  laws 
both  of  England  and  the  Isle  of  Man. 

3.  That  the  Court  was  not  sitting  at  the 
time  of  publication  ;  and  that  the  offence, 
if  any,  was  that  of  libel,  and  should  have 
been  proceeded  against  as  such. 

4.  That  the  article  was  not  read,  or  the 
offensive  passages  pointed  out,  so  as  to 
enable  the  plaintiff  to  admit  or  deny  the 
offence,  or  to  offer  any  plea  whatever. 

5.  That  the  im^nisonment  for  an  inde- 
finite period  was  illegal  and  unoonstitn- 
tional. 

6.  That  the  article  was  written  withoat 
any  intent  to  scandalise  or  deflftme  the 
Court. 

In  support  of  the  rule  to  quash  the 
writ,  Wtlliam  Watson  Christdan,  Clerk  of 
the  Council  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  an 
advocate,  solicitor,  and  attorney  therein, 
deposed  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  of 
the  Isle  of  Man  is  a  Court  of  Becord, 
having  power  to  punish  foroontemptof  its 
authority,  and  for  oontemptuous  behaviour 

H  H 
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towards  it;  that  the  usnal  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding is  to  make  a  rule  or  judgment  de- 
claring the  party  to  be  in  contempt,  and 
awarding  snch  pnnishment  as  the  Oonrt 
may  deem  proper,  which  rule  or  judgment 
is  entered  in  a  book  in  the  Bolls  Office  of 
the  said  island,  called  the  Chancery 
Book;  that  no  warrant  is  granted  by  the 
Court  for  the  apprehension  or  imprison- 
ment of  the  party ;  but,  if  the  party  is 
not  present,  a  copy  of  the  rule  or  judg- 
ment is  made  out  and  certified  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Bolls,  which  is  sufficient 
authority  to  the  proper  officer  to  apprehend 
and  imprison  the  party  ;  that,  by  the  com- 
mon law  of  the  said  island,  parties  in 
oontempt  are  committed  to  the  gaol  of 
Castle  Bushen  ;  and  no  period  is  in  gene- 
ral fixed  for  their  release ;  but  they  obtain 
such  release  upon  applying  to  the  Court 
and  showing  that  they  have  complied 
with  the  judgment  of  which  they  have 
acted  in  contempt,  and  paying  the  fine 
imposed  upon  them ;  or,  in  cases  of  con- 
temptuous  behaviour  to  the  Court,  upon 
their  payins;  the  fine  imposed;  or  upjon 
making  such  apology,  or  complying  with 
such  terms,  as  the  Court  may  deem  satis- 
factory. 

Arehbold  showed  cause.  The  writ  runs 
to  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  was  rightly 
issued.  The  island  is  not  mentioned  in 
81  Cha.  2.  c.  2.  s.  11.,  but  is  mentioned  in 
56  Oeo.  3.  c.  100.  8. 1.,  though  that  statute 
does  not  apply  here,  this  being  a  commit- 
ment fbr  a  '*  criminal  or  supposed  criminal 
matter.**  But  at  common  law  the  writ  runs 
"  into  all  parts  of  the  king's  dominions ; " 
3  Bla,  Com.  131.  When  Calais  belonged 
to  England,  the  writ  ran  thither ;  14  Fm. 
Abr.  217.  tit.  Haheaa  Corpu§  (E.  2),  pi.  3., 
citing  Anon.(a)  and  Boui*n*9  ca8e(£)  per 
Montague  C..J. ;  4  Bae.  Abr.  118  (7th  ed.) 
tit.  Hahects  Corpu$,  B.  2.  The  present  mode 
of  discussing  the  question  is  inconvenient : 
the  party  should  oe  brought  up,  and  the 
yalidity  of  the  commitment  debated  in  his 
presence;  Exparte  Martint  (c).  < 

Eblb,  J, :  The  practice  adopted  here  is 
oonvenient,  and  has  often  been  adopted. 

Fatteson.  J. :  I  offered  to  hear  cause 
shown  against  the  writ  at  chambers. 
That  was  not  done.  I  then  directed  that 
this  rule  should  be  applied  for. 

The  Court  then  ordered  that  Peacock 
should  be  heard  in  support  of  his  rule, 
as  if  he  were  showing  cause  agftinst  the 
writ  issuing. 

Peacock,  in  support  of  the  rule:  The 
writ  does  not  run  to  the  Isle  of  ACan  except 
under  56  Geo.  8.  o.  100.    In  Oarw  WiUon'e 


(o)  1  Vent  867. 
(6)  Cro.  Jae.  548. 
(c)  9  Dowl.  P.  C.  1»4. 


case  (a)  it  was  admitted  that  the  writ  runs 
to  Jersey.  PaUeeon,  J., (5)  intimated  that 
the  writ  would  issue,  not  under  31  Oha.  2. 
0. 2.  or  56  Oeo,  3.  c.  100.,  but  at  common  law. 
Being  a  prerogative  writ  it  would  issue  to 
Guernsey  or  Jersey  either  by  statute  or 
at  common  law.  Bac,  Abr.  Haheae  Oor- 
pus,  B.  2.  The.  Channel  Islands  are  ap- 
pendages to  the  Crown  as  parcel  of  the 
Duchy  of  Normandy.  1  Bla,  Com.  104. 
But  the  Isle  of  Man  is  no  part  of  the 
realm  of  England.  1  Bla.  Com.  106.  It 
was  a  sort  of  feudatory  kingdom,  held 
of  different  kings,  bat  finally  of  the 
king  of  England,  till  the  12  Geo.  1.  o.  28. 
s.  25  and  5  Geo,  3.  oc.  26.,  39.,  the  effect 
of  which  statntes  was  to  vest  the  island 
inalienably  in  the  Crown,  leaving  the 
landed  property,  manorial  rights,  Ac, 
in  the  feudatory.  In  Bishop  of  8odor  and 
Man  V.  Earl  of  Derby  (c)  it  was  held  that 
the  island  was  not  part  of  the  realm, 
thoagh  part  of  the  king's  dominions. 
The  bishopric  was  excepted  from  the  ope- 
ration of  5  Geo,  3.  c.  26.  by  s.  4 ;  and  this 
was  not  altered  by  45  Geo.  3.  c.  123.(d)  The 
transfer,  was  a  statutoi^  purchase  of  Ihe 
sovereign  rights  in  the  island,  but  did  not 
incorporate  it  with  the  realm.  Conse- 
quentV  the  writ  will  not  run.  4  Inst. 
283 ;  Com.  Dig.  Navigation,  F.  2. 

Next :  supposing  tlmt  the  writ  will  run, 
there  was  no  ground  for  granting  it  in 
this  case.  The  case  is  not  distinguished 
from  Cams  Wilson's  case,  (a)  The  Court 
of  the  island  has  committed  for  oontempt ; 
and,  as  it  clearly  has  power  to  do  so,  this 
Court  will  not  inquire  into  the  fact  of  the 
contempt,  or  the  propriety  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  the  island.  It  suffi- 
ciently appears,  both  by  the  order  and 
the  affidavits,  that  the  commitment  was 
the  act  of  the  Court;  the  Governor, 
or,  in  his  absence,  the  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, is  the  head  of  the  Court.  Johnson, 
"  Jurisprudence  of  the  Isle  of  Man/' 
p.  55. 

An  article  in  a  newspaper  may  inter- 
fere with  the  course  of  justice ;  and,  if 
likely  to  do  so,  is  a  fit  subject  for  the 
intenerenoe  of  the  Court ;  An4)n.  if) 
case  in  AiJcyns,  and  BaJces*s  ca8e,(^)  cited 
in  the  judgment  there. 


(a)  7  Q.  B.  984  ;  6  St.  Tr.  N.8.  188. 

(6)  7  Q.  B.  1009,  1010. 

(c)  2  Ves.  Sen.  837,  851  (a.d.  1751). 

id)  See  note  (1)  to  2  Stephen's  Statutes 
RelatiDg  to  the  Ecolesiastioal,  &c.,  Institu- 
tions, £c.,  p.  1,880.  Also  1  Stephen's  Prao- 
tieal  TreatiBe  of  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Clergy, 
p.  40,  note  8,  and  6  Geo.  4.  o.  34.  Note  in 
18  Q.  B. 

ie)  7  Q.  B.  984;  6  St.  Tr.  N.8.  188. 

(/)  S  Atk.  469. 

(S)  lb.  472, 
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The  oonimiiment  is  in  aeoordanoe  with 
the  laws  of  the  Islo  of  Man,  and  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power  in  the  case  of  a  contemp- 
tuous pubheation  is  not  contrary  to  the 
general  rules  of  justice.  Van  Sandau  t. 
Turner  (a)  in  this  Court  and  in  Ex  parte  Van 
Sandau  (h)  in  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
It  may  be  objected  that,  as  this  commit- 
ment is  "  until  further  order/' the  party 
might  be  imprisoned  for  an  indefinite 
time.  In  Carus  WiUon'e  case  (c)  the  com- 
mitment was  not  for  a  definite  time. 

Paitbson,  J. :  The  party  was  ordered  to 
pay  a  fine  and  ask  pardon,  and  was  com- 
mitted until  he  should  have  obeyed;  he 
might  put  an  end  to  the  connnement 
wheneyer  he  pleaded :  here  the  imxyrison- 
ment  is  to  last  till  the  Court  does  some- 
thing. 

Pea,coch:  It  is  a  question  of  the  prac- 
tice of  the  particular  Court,  with  which 
this  Court  will  not  interfere;  Bren(»n*9 
oa8e((Q.  In  the  Matter  of  Olarhe,{e)  caae  of 
the  Sheriff  of  Middle8ex,(f)  Qoeeet  v.  How- 
0''rdy(g)  Bex  v.  Clement  (h) 

Fattkson,  J. :  If  this  had  been  a  com- 
mitment by  a  magistrate  it  would  be  bad, 
according  to  Rex  v.  Jame9,(i^  because,  as 
it  is  for  contempt,  it  is  in  the  nature  of 
punishment,  and  must  bo  for  a  time 
certain. 

Feacoeh :  A  Court  is  not  subject  to  the 
same  rules  as  a  single  magistrate ;  Qoaset 
V.  HowaTd.(j)  The  proceedings  of  the 
Court  of  the  island  could  not  be  brought 
up  by  certiorari.  In  Va/n  Sandau  t. 
Turner  (h)  a  commitment  until  further 
order  was  not  held  bad.  Suppose  a  wit- 
ness committed  for  not  answering;  that 
would  not  be  for  a  definite  time  :  and,  if 
he  afterwards  did  answer,  that  would  not 
purge  the  contempt. 

CoLBBiDGB,  J. :  If  he  were  imprisoned 
afterwards,  must  not  that  imprisonment 
be  for  a  definite  time  P 

Peacock :  It  is  not  cjuite  correct  to  call 
that  a  punishment  which  is  an  act  done 
to  preserve  the  authority  of  the  Court. 

CoLBRiDOB,  J.:  Could  the  commitment 
be  pleaded  in  bar  to  an  indictment  P 

Peacock:  No. 

Archbold,  contrk :  As  to  the  time  of  the 
imprisonment.  The  distinction  between 
the  act  of  a  magistrate  and  the  act  of  a 


(a)  6  Q.  B.  778. 

(6)  1  Pb.  445,  605. 

(c)  7  Q.  B.  984. 

Id)  10  Q.  B.  492. 

(e)  2  Q.  B.  619. 

(/)  11  A.  &  E.  278. 

(o)   10  Q.  B.  411 ;  6  St.  Tr.  N.  S.  354. 

(A)  4  B.  &  AM.  218,  231. 

(0  5  B.  &  Aid.  894. 

O)  10  Q.  B.  411 ;  6  St.  Tr.  N.  S.  854. 

(A)  6  Q.  B.  775. 


Court  like  that  of  the  Isle  of  Man  cannot 
be  supported.  No  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  commitments  for  non-payment  of 
money;  such  a  commitment  is  in  the 
nature  of  process,  and  is  like  a  ca.  sa.  ; 
however  the  instrument  be  worded,  the 
prisoner  is  discharged  as  a  matter  of 
course  on  payment  of  the  monev.  In 
other  cases,  the  party  committed  may 
call  on  the  opposite  party  to  exhibit 
interrogatories. 

Bble,  J. :  Do  ypu  say  that  a  party  com- 
mitted for  contempt  must  be  committed 
for  a  time  certain,  and  then  be  brought 
upP 

Archbold:  If  the  contempt  be  in  the 
face  of  the  Court,  he  may  be  committed 
at  once,  and  finally,  for  a  time  certain. 
In  0a/ru8  Wilson's  case  (a)  the  contempt 
was  in  the  face  of  the  Court ;  and,  even 
there,  the  commitment  was,  in  effect, 
only  till  the  fine  was  paid  and  an  apology 
made.  In  Van  Sa/ndau  v.  Twmer,{h)  also, 
the  contempt  was  committed  in  the  face 
of  the  Court.  Bex  v.  Clement  (c)  was  the 
case  of  a  fine.  In  Brenan*8  case  {d)  there 
was  a  perfect  judgment,  which  appeared, 
by  affidavit,  to  be  in  conformity  with  the 
law  of  Jersey ;  this  Court,  not  having 
the  power  to  entertain  a  writ  of  error 
from  Jersey,  could  not  interfere. 

Generally,  no  Court  has  power  to  im- 
prison, in  the  first  instance,  for  a  con- 
tempt committed  out  of  Court ;  Bex  v. 
Pocoek,(e)  Bex  v.  Bevel  (f)  and  Beg.  v. 
Wrighlem  {0 ;  Dr.  Middleton*8  case,  in 
Bex  V.  Wxatt.Qi)  may  be  cited  against 
this,  but  the  proceeding  there  may  be 
questioned.  Though  Courts  may  take 
cognizance  of  what  passes  before  them, 
it  is  an  usurpation  upon  the  province  of  a 
jury  to  determine  a  matter  of  fact  which 
the  Court  does  not  witness.  At  any  rate, 
it  appears  from  the  Statute  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  A.D.  1736, (i)  that,  in  that  island,  the 

(a)  7  Q.  B.  984. 

(6)  6  Q.  B.  778. 

(c)  4  B.  &  Aid.  218;  11  Price,  68. 

id)  10  Q.  B.  492. 

(e)  2  Str.  1157. 

(/)  1  Str.  420. 

(a)  2  Salk.  698. 

(h)  8  Mod.  123. 

(i)  The  Ancient  Ordinances  and  Statutes  of 
the  Isle  of  Man.  Edited  by  Mills.  Douglas,  1821. 

The  statute  of  1786  (10  Geo.  2.)  enacts,  among 
other  things:  '*  That  no  Court,  judge,  or  magis- 
trate withm  this  isle  whatsoever  shall  have 
power  or  authority  for  the  future  to  impose  or 
mflict  any  fines  or  punitihments  upon  any  per- 
son or  persons  within  the  said  isle,  for  or  on 
account  of  any  criminal  cause  whatsoever,  until . 
he,  she,  or  they  be  first  convicted  by  the  ver- 
dict or  presentment  of  four,  six,  or  more  men, 
as  the  case  shall  require,  upon  some  statute  law 
in  force  in  the  said  island."  "  Provided  "  **  that 
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oontempt  on  which  the  Court  ftoto  moBthe 
in  the  &oe  of  the  Court.  It  is  tme  that 
these  statutes  are  not  shown  by  affidavit ; 
but  there  is  no  affidavit  negativing  the 
existence  of  the  statates,  or  alleging  that 
they  contain  nothing  applicable. 

As  to  the  general  inrisdiction,  the  writ 
will  run  where  the  Crown  has  authority, 
that  is  to  say,  where  the  inhabitants  are 
subjects  of  the  Crown,  (a)  It  is  unimportant 
whether  the  island  be  pajrt  of  the  dominions 
or  part  of  the  realm ;  but,  as  it  is  inalien- 
ably attached  to  the  Crown,  it  appears  to 
be  part  of  the  realm. 

Pattbsov,  J. :  As  at  present  advised,  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  a  writ  of  habia$ 
eorpuB  ad  $ubjiciendwn  will  run  into  the 
Isle  of  Man,  since  5  Oeo,  8.  c.  26.,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  law  before  that 
Act  The  passage  cited  from  Com.  Dig. 
Navigation,  F.  2,  refers  to  the  state  of 
things  prior  to  the  statute.  In  BUhop  of 
8odor  and  Man  v.  Earl  qf  Derby  (b)  it  was 
said  that,  although  at  the  time,  namely 
1751,  the  Isle  of  Man  was  not  part  of  the 
realm,  it  was  part  of  the  King's  do- 
minions, being  a  feudatory  of  the  king, 
and  held  by  liege  homage.  It  had  been 
granted  by  Jamei  I.  to  the  Earl  of  Derby, 
yet  not  as  independent  of  the  king, 
for  i^e  king  was  in  some  way  the  su- 
perior lord;  and  it" was  therefore  con- 
sidered that  the  question  which  had 
arisen  there,  between  the  Duke  of  Athol 
and  the  Earl  of  Derby,  might  be  discussed 
in  the  English  Court  of  Chancery,  if 
no  other  juriBdiction  were  affirmatively 
shown.  Then  5  Oeo.  3.  c.  26.  transfers  the 
island  to  the  king,  his  heirs  and  succes- 
sors>  inalienably ;  so  that  the  king  would 
hold  it,  not  in  his  individual  right,  but  in 


courts  of  justice  and  magistrates  doing  the 
duty  of  their  offices  shall  have  and  continue  the 
power  of  committing  and  fining  any  person  or 
person!  for  contemptuous  behaviour,  insulting 
or  abusing  them,  or  any  of  them,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  duty,  according  as  the  nature  of 
the  offence  shall  demerit '^  pp.  SS5,  286.  A 
tubsequent  clause  enacts  that  *<  during  the 
time"  the  Keys  of  the  island  **are  bearing 
causes  none  shall  presume  to  insult  or  abuse 
them,  on  pain  of  being  confined  by  order  from 
the  Qovemor,  upon  application  by  them  made 
for  that  purpose,  till  the  offender "  give  bail, 
&o.  I  and  that  he  be  then  fined,  Sta  p.  344.  A 
later  clause  prohibits  the  Spiritual  Courts  d 
the  island  from  imprisoning  on  contempt  for 
non-appearance  to  process,  but  enacts  that,  on 
applic.*ition  to  the  Governor,  and  certificate  of 
the  contempt,  <'a  soldier  shall  be  granted  to 
take  such  oontenmer  before  the  said  Court," 
&c.,  '*  on  a  day  appointed,  and  to  have  a  rea- 
sonable fine  set  upon  them  for  the  contempt, 
as  accustomed  in  such  oasea  in  the  temporal 
Court ":  p.  846.    Note  in  7  Q.B. 

(a)  Bnt  tee  now,  25  Vict.  c.  80.  s.  1. 

(6)  8  Yes.  S«i.  337,  Zii. 


right  of  the  Crown.  Therefore  I  oaonot 
help  thinking  that,  at  least  sii^ce  this 
statute,  the  island  forms  a  part  of  the 
dominions  of  the  Crown,  so  that  a  writ 
of  haheae  eorpue  ad  eutjieiendum  would 
run  to  it  at  common  law.  I  do  not  say 
that  it  would  do  so  under  31  Cha.  2.  o.  2. ; 
for  the  island  is  not  named  in  section  11 : 
nor,.though  the  island  is  named  in  56  Oeo.  3. 
c.  100.  s.  1,  is  that  statute  applicable  to  a 
case  like  the  present. 

Then,  assuming  that  the  writ  will  now 
run  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  is  this  a  case  in 
which  the  Court  is  bound  to  issue  it  ?  The 
form  in  which  this  question  arises  is  not 
material;  I  take  the  case  as  if  cause 
had  now  been  shown  a^inst  our  issuing 
the  writ. 

The  first  objection  urged  to  the  com- 
mitment is,  that  it  does  not,  on  the  face 
of  it,  appear  to  have  been  made  by  the 
Court  or  Chancery  of  the  Isle  of  Man, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  signed  only  bv  the 
Lieutenant-€k>vemor  of  the  island^  and 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  is  the  judge  of 
that  Court.  I  think,  however,  that  we 
have  before  us  materiala  from  which, 
when  I  was  applied  to  at  chambers,  I 
might  have  collected  that  the  commit- 
ment was  the  act  of  the  Court ;  though 
certainly  I  did  not  do  so,  perhaps  fh>m 
want  of  sufficient  attention.  It  does  ap- 
pear that  proceedings  had  taken  place  in 
that  Court;  then  that  a  libel  had  been 
published  reflecting  intemperately  on 
those  proceedings;  that  an  order  had 
been  made  on  the  publisher  to  oome 
before  the  Court ;  and  that  the  holding  of 
the  Court  had  been  postponed  in  oonse- 
quence  of  the  illness  of  bhe  Lieutenant- 
Governor.  From  this  I  might  have 
collected  that  he  was  a  constituent  part 
of  the  Court.  The  newspaper  editor 
comes  into  Court  and  makes  an  apology, 
but  he  is  committed.  Then  Mr.  CrawfimL 
comes  before  the  Court  and  says  that  ha 
is  the  author  of  the  publication,  and  de- 
sires that  he  may  be  dealt  with,  instead 
of  the  editor.  The  Court,  however,  say 
to  him,  without  letting  off  the  publisher, 
that  he  is  in  contempt;  and  he  is  com- 
mitted also.  Certainly  that  appears  to 
be  the  act  of  the  Court;  for  he  is  not 
uuffered  to  go  at  large  at  all.  He  remains 
in  prison  for  three  hours,  and  then  he 
sends  a  letter  of  remonstrance  to  the 
Lieutenant-Qt>vemor,  saying  that  he  has 
been  committed  by  the  authority  *'  of  the 
verbal  order  of  committal  of  your  Bxcel- 
lency."  From  this  I  might  have  ooUected 
that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  the 
Court.  Then  a  written  warrant  is  made 
out.  That  does  not  purport  expressly  to 
be  made  by  the  Court.  But  all  takes 
place  on  the  same  day :  the  avowal  of  the 
authorship,  the  act  of  the  Court,  and  feha 
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written  warrant,  which  states  that  "  it  is 
therefore  hereby  ordered  that  the  said 
John  Crawford  be,  for  such  his  contempt, 
committed  a  prisoner,*'  &o.,  "there  to 
remain  until  farther  order."  It  does  not, 
indeed,  appear  whether  the  original  ver- 
bal commitment  was  ''  till  farther  order," 
or  how  it  was  framed.  Still,  taking 
these  facts  as  they  appear  before  as,  I 
think  that,  if  I  had  been  more  attentive, 
I  should  have  perceived  that  this  is  a 
commitment,  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  of 
the  Isle  of  Man,  of  the  avowed  author  of 
what  the  Court  adjadge  to  be  a  contemp- 
tuous libel. 

It  is  then  objected  that  the  Court 
could  have  no  general  power  of  commit- 
ment for  a  libel  pablisiied  out  of  Court 
some  time  before.  This  point  has  not 
been  expressly  decided  upon.  In  Vcm 
Bcyndau'9  case  (a)  the  libel  appears  to 
have  been  published  both  in  Court  and 
out  of  it.  Jn  Rem  v.  Almon  (5)  there  was 
a  very  learned  judgment  by  Chief  Justice 
WUntot,  which  he  intended  to  deliver, 
though  it  was  not  delivered  in  fact,  the 
case  having  been  dropped.  He  satisfac- 
torily shows  that  a  Court  of  Record 
has  power  to  punish,  b^  commitment 
for  contempt,  a  libel  published  while  the 
Court  is  not  8itting.(c}  There  must  be  a 
choice  OS  to  the  mode  of  proceeding ;  for 
ho  says  that  the  punishment  may  oe  by 
indictment  or  by  committal  for  contempt. 
He  treats  it  throughout  as  a  matter  of 
election.  That  may  be  an  answer  to  the 
diMculty  suggested  by  my  brother  Cole- 
ridge to  "b/Lr.Feacoch ;  we  need  not,  how- 
ever, determine  as  to  this,  it  is  enough 
for  us  to  see  that  the  Court  has  the  power, 
and  that  is  clear  law.  If  that  be  so,  the 
question  whether  the  particular  publi- 
cation be  libellous  or  contemptuous  is 
clearly,  as  has  been  said  in  many  in- 
stances, a  question  for  the  Court  which 
commits.  We  have  not  to  inquire  into 
this  matter,  which  has  been  adjudicated 
upon  by  a  Court  of  competent  jarisdic- 
tion.  ixxt  it  is  said  that  this  should  gp 
to  a  jury.  The  fact  of  authorship  is 
admitted  by  Mr.  Crawford,  who  comes 
forward  to  avow  it,  openly  and  very  pro- 
perly. The  construction  of  the  publica- 
tion was  for  the  Court.  We  therefore 
cannot  interfere,  unless  there  has  been 
some  error  in  the  manner  and  form  of 
theproceeding. 

There  is  no  material  question  as  to  the 
form  of  the  warrant  till  we  come  to  the 


(a)  Van  Sandau  v.  Turner,  6  Q.  B.  778 ; 
E* parte  Van  Sandau,  I  PL.  445,  605. 

(6)   Wihn.,  S4a,  252-871 ;  19  St.  Tr.  1082  n. 

(c)  See  Beg,  v.  L^firog  L.  B.  8  Q.  B.  184, 
and  McDermott  v.  Judgee  ^f  Brifieh  Ouiana: 
L.  R.  i  P.  C.  841. 
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end.  It  there  appears  that  the  party  is 
committed  "until  further  order."  Now 
1  cannot  help  thinking  that  this  is  in  the 
nature  of  punishment,  the  offence  being 
visited  in  this  way  by  the  Court ;  and  that 
it  is  not  like  a  committal  of  a  party  till 
he  answer,  which  is  rather  in  the  nature 
of  process.  Then,  being  a  panishment,  it 
ought  to  be  as  certain  as  a  sentence. 
That  was  held  in  Bex  v.  Jaine8,(a)  where 
magistrates  committed  a  party,  for  con- 
tempt of  them  in  the  execution  of  their 
office,  till  "  discharged  by  due  coarse  of 
law,"  there  being  no  course  of  law  for 
discharging  him ;  and  this  Court  said 
that  the  commitment  should  have  been 
for  a  time  certain.  Mr.  Peacock  argues 
that  this  rule  does  not  apply  to  superior 
courts;  and  he  distinguisnes  the  present 
case  from  cases  where,  as  in  the  instance 
of  magistrates,  the  proceedings  might  be 
brought  up  by  certiorari.  1  do  not  know 
how  far  that  distinction  is  good,  but  I 
think  that  no  English  Court,  if  their  at- 
tention were  called  to  the  point,  would 
commit  by  way  of  punishment,  except  for 
a  time  certain.  The  point  was  not  dis- 
cussed, either  in  this  Court  or  in  Chan- 
cery, in  Van  Bandau's  case,(&)  where  the 
commitment  was  not  for  a  time  certain. 
But  then,  if  I  understand  the  affidavits 
correctly,  this  is  the  ordinary  form  in 
which  commitments  take  place  in  the 
Isle  of  Man ;  and  we  know  that  the  law  of 
the  Isle  of  Man  is  not  the  law  of  Ihigland, 
but  differs  from  it  in  some  respects.  We 
most  leave  this  to  the  local  law,  as  we 
did  in  Oarue  Wilson^e  case  (o)  and  Brenan'e 
case  ((2) ;  we.  cannot  disturb  what  has  been 
done  in  conformity  with  the  law  of  the 
island;  we  are  not  a  Court  of  Appeal. 
Before  this  writ  ^oes  we  must  see  that 
the  commitment  is  bad;  and  I  cannot 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  law  of  the  place.  The  rule  must, 
therefore,  be  absolute. 

Erlb,  J. :  As  at  present  advised,  I  agree 
that  the  writ  would  run  to  the  Isle  of 
Man.  I  would  merelv,  in  addition  to 
what  has  been  said,  refer  to  the  language 
of  Lord  Mansfield  in  Bex  v.  Cowle(e) : — 

<*To  foreign  dominions,  which  belong  to  a 
prince  who  saoceeds  to  the  throne  of  EnglsAd, 
this  Court  has  no  power  to  send  any  writ  of 
any  kind.  We  cannot  send  a  habeae  corpue 
to  Scotland,  or  to  the  Electorate ;  but  to  Ire- 
land, the  Isle  of  Man,  the  plantations,  and  (as 
since  the  Iom  of  the  Duchy  of  Normandy  they 
have  been  considered  as  annexed  to  the  Crown, 

(a)  5  B.  &  Aid.  894. 

(6)  Van  Sandau  v.  Turner,  6  Q.  B.  778 } 
Ex  paru  Van  Sandau,  1  Ph.  445,  605. 
(c)  7  Q.  B.  984  ;  8  St.  Tr.  N.S.  198. 
(<0  10Q.B.  499. 
(•)  2  Burr.  884.  856  (4J».  1^59). 
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in  some  respeoU),  to  Qaernsey  and  Jersey  we 
may ;  and  formerly  it  lay  to  Calais,  which  was 
a  conquest,  and  yielded  to  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land by  the  treaty  of  Bretigny." 

He  seems,  therefore,  to  have  had  no 
doubt  on  the  subject. 

Taking  this,  then,  as  an  ordinary  case 
of  an  application  for  a  habeas  oorpua,  we 
are  to  see  whether  there  has  been  a  lawful 
order  of  a  competent  tribunal.  We  have 
nothing  to  do  with  questions  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  law  of  the  Isle  of  Man, 
or  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  application  of 
it  by  the  Court  there.  It  is  clear,  on  these 
affidavitB,  that  the  committal  is  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  and 
that  the  Court  is  competent  to  commit 
for  a  contempt. 

Then  is  there  here  a  lawful  ground  for 
committal  P  The  power  of  Courts  to  com- 
mit for  contempt,  in  this  country,  has 
been  discussed ;  and  it  has  been  esta- 
blished, on  good  reason,  that  a  tribunal 
has  power  to  protect  itself  by  committing 
fbr  a  contempt  relating  to  the  exercise  of 
its  powers.  The  commitment  here  was 
for  a  contempt  in  publishing,  while  the 
Court  was  not  sitting,  and  perhaps  at 
some  distance  of  time  and  place,  a  libel 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  Coart.  In  the 
elaborate  judgment  to  which  my  brother 
Puiteaon  has  referred,  it  is  shown  that 
such  a  publication  may  have  a  strong  and 
immediate  tendency  to  paralyse  the  pro- 
ceedinffs  of  the  Court.  Such  cases  may 
easily  be  conceived;  the  propriety  of  the 
decision  in  the  partionlar  case  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  Court  itself. 


Then,  is  the  power  exercised  in  a  form 
which  makes  the  act  clearly  void?  Ooasei 
V.  Koward  (a)  establishes  the  competency 
of  the  superior  courts  in  England  to  settle 
the  forms  of  their  own  writs.  But,  with- 
out at  present  insisting  on  that  principle, 
the  affidavits  show  that  this  form  has 
oonstonily  prevailed  in  the  Isle  of  Man ; 
the  power,  therefore,  was  lawfully  exer- 
cised there.  If  the  form  be  good  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  the  island,  it  cannot  be 
contended  before  us,  sitting  here,  that 
it  is  wronR.  Whether,  in  general,  the 
proper  mode  be  to  commit  for  a  short 
interval,  or  until  further  order,  or  till  the 
party  be  brought  up,  ma^  be  settled 
hereafter  on  future  discussion;  but  we 
must  take  the  form  to  be  lawful  here. 

Then,  the  question  here  heing,  in  e£fect, 
whether  the  writ,  if  it  had  never  issued, 
ought  to  go,  we  must  make  the  rule  abso- 
lute for  setting  aside  the  writ. 

Patieson,  J. :  I  should  have  stated  that 
my  brother  Coleridae,  who  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  Court   auring   the  argument, 
quite  agrees  in  our  view  of  the  oa8e.(5) 
Bule  absolvte. 


Materials  made  use  of.— The  above 
report  is  taken  from  the  13  Q.  B. ;  the 
report  in  18  L.  J.  Q.  B.  225  has  also  been 
referred  to. 


(a)  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  854 ;  10  Q.  B.  411,  458. 
(6)  Lord  Denman,  L.CJ.,  was  absent,  on 
aceoont  of  illneis. 
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In  re  BEDARD. 


FBOCBEDINOS      BEPOBE      the     JUDIOIA.L     COMMITTEE  (a)     OF     THE     PrIVY 

Council,   on   petition   from    Canada,   in   re   Justice   Elz^ar 
Bedard,  July  2nd,  1849.    (Reported  in  7  Moo.  P.O.  23.) 


Prerogative^^Orant  of  Precedence, 

Mr.  Jnftice  Bedard,  having  been  appointed  one  of  the  jadges  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench 
for  the  district  of  Quebec,  in  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  by  oommission  dated  Febmarj  22nd, 
1836,  received  a  new  oommiMion  dated  April  26th,  1848,  appointing  him  one  of  the  jadges 
of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for  the  district  of  Montreal  in  the  same  province,  with  grant  of 
precedence  according  to  the  date  of  his  original  commission.  The  other  judges  of  the  Court  at 
Montreal  having  disallowed  this  precedence,  he  appealed  to  Her  Majesty,  by  whom  the  question 
was  referred  to  the  Judicial  Committee,  who  held  that  the  grant  of  precedence  by  the  Crown  was 
good. 


(a)  Present :    Lord  Brougham,  Lord  Langdale,  Dr.  Lushington,  and  Mr.  Pemberton  Leigh 
(afterwards  Lord  Kingsdown). 


Mr.  Jastioe  EhSar  Bedard,  one  of  the 
poisne  jndges  for  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Benoh  for  the  district  of  Montreal  in  the 
province  of  Lower  Canada,  presented  a 
petition  to  Her  Majesty  complaining  of  a 
rule,  determination  or  order  of  the  oihor 
judges  of  that  Court,  refusing  him  the 
right  of  precedence  over  Mr.  Justice  Day 
and  Mr.  Justice  Smith,  the  other  puisne 
judges  of  that  Court,  as  granted  by  the 
telrms  of  his  commission. 

The  petition  set  forth  that  the  petitioner 
was  appointed,  on  the  22nd  of  February, 
1836,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Court  of 
King's  Benoh  for  the  district  of  Quebec,  in 
the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  by  letters 
patent  and  commission  under  the  Great 
Seal  t»f  the  province,  subsequently  sanc- 
tioned by  warrant  under  the  royal  sign 
manual  and  seal  of  his  late  Maiesty 
WiUiam  the  Fourth ;  that,  under  local 
statutes,  the  province  of  Lower  Canada 
was  divided  mto  five  districts,  having 
each  its  Court  of  King's  Bench ;  that  when 
sitting  temporarily  under  local  statutes 
in  the  Courts  of  other  districts,  and  also 
in  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  Lower  Canada, 
tiie  petitioner  had  taken  precedence 
among  the  judges  of  the  province  accord- 
ing to  the  date  of  his  commission. 

That  on  the  2«th  of  April  1848,  at  the 
city  of  Montreal,  letters  patent  and  a 
commission  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
province  were  issued,  appointing  the  peti- 
tioner one  of  the  justices  of  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench  for  the  district  of  Montreal 
in  the  same  province ;  the  letters  patent 
contained  among  others  the  following 
danae,  giving  him  preoedenoe  according 
t9  the  £te  at  hie  original  eommisston. 


"And  whereas,  on  the  22nd  of  February 
1886,  our  royal  uncle  and  predecessor,  the  late 
King  William  the  Fourth,  did  by  certain  letters 
patent  and  oommission  under  the  Great  Seal 
of  our  late  province  of  Lower  Canada  aforesaid, 
appoint  yon,  the  said  Ebcte  Bedard,  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  for  our 
district  of  Quebec,  in  our  said  province,  which 
office  you  held  and  enjoyed  up  to  this  day,  with 
all  its  rights  and  privileges,  it  is  our  royal  will 
and  pleasure,  and  we  do  hereby  grant  and 
declare,  that  you,  the  said  £)z6ar  Bedard,  shall 
have  and  take  rank  snd  precedence  in  our  said 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for  our  district  of 
Montreal,  next  after  our  Chief  Justice  thereof, 
and  before  the  Honourable  Charles  Dewey  Day, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  same,  and  in  all  and 
every  our  other  Courts  within  the  said  part  of 
of  our  province  of  Canada  which  formerly  con- 
stituted our  province  of  Lower  Canada  aforesaid, 
where,  by  law,  you  may  be  entitled  to  sit  as  a 
member  thereof,  next  after  the  Honourable 
Philippe  Paoet,  one  of  the  Juttioes  of  our 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for  our  district  of  Quebec 
aforesaid,  and  before  the  Honourable  Dominique 
Mondelet,  Besident  Judge  of  our  district  of 
Three  Rivers,  in  our  province  of  Canada  afore- 
said." 

The  petitioner  fhrther  stated  that  on 
the  1st  of  Jnly,  the  first  day  fixed  by  law 
for  the  sitting  in  Banco  of  the  Coort 
of  Queen's  Bench  for  the  district  of 
Montreal,  the  petitioner  laid  before  the 
jadges  thereof  nis  last  mentioned  com- 
mission, which  had  been  previonslv  en* 
registered  in  the  register  of  the  Court, 
toM  claimed  to  take  rank  and  prece- 
dence in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for 
the  district  of  Montreal  next  after  the 
Chief  Justice  thereof,  and  before  the 
Honowabk  Oh^iHm  Dm&jf  Day,  one  of  the 
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puisne  justioeB  of  the  Court ;  wherenpon 
the  Honourable  the  Ohief  Justice  EolUmd 
and  the  Honourable  Justices  Charles  Dewey 
Day  and  James  Smith  adopted.  Binned, 
and  ordered  to  be  entered  of  record  in  the 
reg^ater,  to  remain  npon  the  files  of  Court, 
the  following  "determination,  rule,  or 
order,"  namely : 

<*  Present :  The  Chief  Justice  and  the  three 
puisne  judges.  The  Judges  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  question  of 
precedence  claimed  b^  Mr.  Justice  Bedard,  in 
virtue  of  his  commission,  and  it  was  first  pro- 
posed that  they  now  decide  thereon  :  whereupon 
— the  three  Puisne  Judges  being  of  opinioa, 
against  the  Chief  Justice,  that  sucii  is  the  right 
course — it  was  determined  by  the  majority  of 
the  judges  that  they  now  pronounce  on  the 
validity  of  the  grant  of  precedence  given  by  the 
Crown  to  Mr.  Justice  Bedard  over  and  above 
Mr.  Justice  Day  and  Mr.  Justice  Smith,  his 
seniors  on  this  bench.  And  the  majori^  of 
the  Judges  are  of  opinion  that,  the  rank  of  a 
judge  being  an  incident  of  his  office,  it  is  not 
in  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  deprive  him  of 
that  rank,  and  that  Mr.  Justice  Day  and  Mr. 
Justice  Smith,  being  the  senior  judges  on  the 
Bench,  must  rank  and  ti^o  precedence  accord- 
ingly, notwithstanding  the  clause  contained  in 
Mr.  Justice  Bedard's  commission  giving  him 
precedence,  which  grant  in  the  letters  patent 
the  judges  are  of  opinion  is  void  and  of  no 
effect,  as  bemgoontiary  to  law.  Dissentiente, 
Mr.  Justice  Bedard." 

And  the  petitioner  submitted  that  the 
determination,  rule,  or  order,  was  nhjust 
and  contrary  to  law  and  Her  Majesty's 
JEU>yal  prerogatiya,  and,  in  conclusion, 
prayed  that  the  determination,  rule,  or 
order  of  the  1st  of  July  1848  might  be  re- 
scinded and  declared  null  and  void,  as 
being  unjust  and  illegal,  and  that  the 
entry  thereof  made  by  the  prothonot«ry 
be  declared  of  no  effect  whaterer. 

The  petition  was  referred  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty, throagh  the  Colonial  Office,  to  the 
Judicial  Conmiittee  of  the  Priyy  Council, 
to  enquire  into  and  advise  upon  the  Ta- 
lidity  of  the  grant  of  precedence  given  by 
the  Crown  to  Mr.  Justice  Bedard,  over 
Mr.  Justice  Da/y  and  Mr.  Justice  Bmiik. 

The  judg|es  severally  sent  over  state- 
ments, setting  forth  their  reasons  for 
passing  the  determination,  rale,  or  order, 
out  they  did  not  appear  oj  counsel  at 
the  bar  to  support  the  same. 

The  Attarrwjf'Qmeral  (Sir  John  Jervis)  (a) 
And  the  SoUeitoT'Oeneral  (Sir  John 
Eojii4Uy)  Qf)  for  the  Crown. 

This  IS  a  question  of  precedence,  and 
involvef  the  prerogative  of  the  Oown. 
The  rule  or  determination  made  by  the 
judges  was  illeoal  and  void,  as  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Bedard  had  precedence  in  virtue  of 

(a)  Afterwacds  Chief  Justice  of  C.  P. 
(6)  Afterwards  Lord  BoaiUy,  M.  B. 


the  letters  patent  appointing  him  one 
of  the  iudges  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  for  the  district  of  Montreal,  and 
giving  him  precedence  over  the  judges 
therein  named.  The  Crown  can,  by  letters 
patent,  give  precedence  at  pleasore,  ex- 
cept in  so  far  as  this  prerogative  is  con- 
trolled bv  31  Hen,  8.  c.  10.  and  1  WUL  &  if. 
s.  1.  c.  21.,  which  settle  the  place  and 
precedence  of  all  the  nobility  and  great 
officers  of  State.  All  degrees  of  nobility 
and  honour  are  derived  from  the  King, 
as  their  fountain,  and  he  may  institute 
what  new  title  he  pleases.  1  Bla.  Com. 
396 ;  Chitty  "  Prerogative,"  p.  107.  It  is 
part  of  the  prerogative  at  common  law, 
t&.  p.  113.  No  one  can  doubt  that  the 
Queen  has  the  right  to  give  precedence 
among  Queen's  Counsel. 

Independently,  however,  of  the  pre- 
cedence granted  by  the  letters  patent, 
Mr.  Justice  Bedcird,  as  senior  judge,  was 
entitled  to  precedence  over  those  puisne 
judges  whose  commissions  were  of  later 
date  than  his  own.  It  is  laid  down  in 
Com.  Dig.,  tit.  "Justices"  (D),  that  if  a 
judge  be  removed  from  one  Bench  to 
another,  he  shall  have  precedence  accord- 
ing to  his  seniority,  and  Oomyns  refers  to 
the  note  in  8i4ferm*s  Beports,  p.  406,  as 
an  authoritv  in  support  of  this  proposition. 
Instances  nave  occurred  in  England  of 
the  removal  of  judges  ^om  one  Court  to 
another.  Mr.  Justice  ^ovJey  was  appointed 
a  judge  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in 
1808,  and  on  being  removed  to  the  C!oart 
of  Excheqner,  in  1830,  he  took  precedence 
as  Chief  Puisne  Baron  over  the  puisne 
Barons  whose  commissions  were  later 
than  his.  So  where  Mr.  Justice  Vaughan 
was  removed,  in  183i,  from  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  to  the  Common  Pleas,  he 
ranked  after  Mr.  Justice  Pa/rke  and  Mr. 
Justice  OomUm,  whose  commissions  were 
anterior  to  his  own,  but  took  precedence 
over  Mr.  Justice  Bosanquei,  whose  com- 
mission was  later.  Again,  Baron  Ald^son 
wa8  originally  appointed,  in  1830,  a  Judge 
in  the  Uommon  rleas,  and  in  1834  he  was 
appointed  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
he  found  there  Barons  Va/ugha/n,  Parke, 
and  BoUand :  he  took  his  place,  therefore, 
as  Junior  puisne  judge. 

Lord  Bbougham:  I  always  considered 
it  as  a  settled  rule,  that  the  Chief  Justice 
has  precedence  over  all  the  paisne  judges, 
who  have  precedence  amonff  themselves, 
according  to  the  priority  of  their  appoint- 
ment. 

No  judgment  was  delivered,  but  their 
lordships  made  the  following  report : — 

« The  Lords  of  the  Committee  (having  had 
the  matter  of  the  petition  referred  to  Uiem> 
have  thereupon  taken  the  stid  petition  into 
consideration,  and  likewise  certain  statemeafts 
made  by  each  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of 
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Qaeen*8  Bench  at  Montreal,  in  sapport  of  the 
said  determination,  role,  or  order.,  and  their 
lordships  have  likewise  heard  Her  Majesty's 
Attorney-Greneral  and  Solicitor-General  in  the 
ifaoae,  as  inrolnnff  the  prerogative  of  Her 
Majesty's  Crown  (the  judges  of  the  said  Court 
not  having  appeared  by  counsel  at  Her  Majesty's 
liar),  and  their  lordnhips  have  agreed  humbly  to 
report  to  your  Majesty,  as  their  opinion,  that  in 
the  clrcanistanees  of  the  case,  the  grant  of  pre- 
cedence given  by  the  Crown  to  Mr.  Justice 
Bedard  over  and  above  Mr.  Justice  Day  and 
Mr.  Justice  Smith,  judges  of  Her  Majesty's 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  at  Montreal,  is  valid, 


and  that  the  said  determination,  rule,  or  order 
of  the  1st  July  must  be  rescinded." 

By  an  Order  in  Oonnoil,  bearing  date 
the  18th  day  of  Jnly  1849,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  grant  of  precedenoe  gi7en  to  Mr. 
Justice  Bedard  by  the  letters  patent  of 
the  2($th  of  April  1848  be,  and  the  same 
was  thereby,  declared  to  be  valid,  and  that 
the  determination,  rule,  or  order  of  the 
1st  July  be  rescinded. 

MlTBBIlLS    MiLDB    USB   Of. — ^The   aboTO 
report  is  taken  from  7  Moo.  P.O.  23. 
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THE  QUEEN  agamst  GRANATELLI. 

Trial  of  Prince   Qranatelli  and   others   for  a  breach   of  the 
Foreign   Enlistment    Act,   at    the   Central    Criminal   Court/ 

BEFORE   COLTMAN    AND    MaULE,    JJ.,  JuLY    5,   6,    7,    1849. 

ludictment,  on  the  prosecution  of  the  Sicilian  Minister  in  London,  against  Prince  Gmnatelli  and 
others  for  a  breach  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  59  Geo.  3.  c.  69.  s.  7, (a)  in  fitting  out,  withoot 
licence,  the  s.8.  Bombay ^  to  be  nsed  in  hostilities  against  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  with  whom 
this  country  was  at  peace.(a)     Verdict — Not  guiltjr. 

It  was  provided  (6)  by  59  Geo.  3.  c.  69.  s.  7,  that  if  any  one  shall,  withont  leave  and  licence, 
&c.,  "  equip t  furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm  any  ship  or  vessel "  (to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  any 
foreign  pnnce,  &c.)  **as  a  transport  or  storeship,  or  with  intent  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilities  " 
against  any  prince,  state,  &c.,  it  bhall  be  a  misdemeanor. 
Ruled  by  Coltman  and  Maule,  JJ. — 
Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  59  Geo.  8.  c.  69.  ».  7 — Fitting  out  vessel  against  friendly  power. 
That,  under  this  section,  it  was  an  offence,  without  leave  and  licence,  &c.,  and  with  the 
intent  aforesaid,  to  equip,  furnish,  and  fit  out  a  ship  so  far  as  that  by  putting  arms  on 
board,  she  would  be  made  ready  to  go  into  action. (c) 

(a)  See  the  civil  proceedjpgs  arising  out  of  these  fetcts,  reported  in  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies 
V.  Willcox  and  others,  below,  p.  1049. 

(6)  This  Act  followed  the  precedents  of  the  American  Acts  of  Congress  of  1794  and  1818 
(see  U.  S.  V.  Quincy,  6  Peters,  445).  It  was  repealed  by  83  &  84  Vict.  c.  90.  s.  81 ;  see  now 
8. 8,  s-s.  8  &  4,  10,  1 1  of  that  statute  -,  A.G,y.  Sillem,  2  H.  &  C.  481, 8  F.  &  F.  646 ;  Reg.  v.  Jones, 
4  F.  &  F.  25 ;  Iteg.  v.  Rumble,  4  F.  &  F.  175 ;  Reg,  v.  Carlin  (The  Salvador),  L.R.  8  P.O.  218  ; 
Dyke  y.  Elliott,  The  Gauntlet,  L.R.  8  A.  &  £.  381,  4  P.O.  184 ;  Burton  v.  Pinkerton,  L.R.  2  Kx. 
840 ;  Reg,  v.  Sandoval,  16  Cox  C.C.  48,  56  L.T.  526.  As  to  the  statutes  and  common  law  in  force 
before  59  Geo.  8.  c.  69.,  see  8  Stephen,  Hist.  Cr.  L  257.  Report  of  Neutrality iLaws  (Commission, 
1867  ;  1  Phillimore  Int.  L.  465  ;  8  Inst.  144, 179 ;  1  Hawk.  P.C.  c.  6.  s.  2,  s-s.  8  ;  1  East  P.C  81 ; 
4Bhi.Com.69,  122;Forte8cue,388,rnVr4e^v.  ^aM,3  Burr.  1480;  U.S,y,  Gideon  He^field,yf\ihX' 
ton,  St.  Tr.  49  ;  debates  on  Bill  of  1819,  Hans.  vol.  40,  and  Canning's  speech  on  Lord  Althorp's 
motion  to  repeal  Act  of  1819,  April  16, 1828,  Hans.  2nd  series,  vol.  8,  p.  1047,  in  which  he  stated 
that  the  Act  was  passed  partly  in  confirmation  of  the  common  law  which  prohibited  the  transfer  of 
military  allegiance  to  any  other  power  without  the  consent  of  the  Sovereign,  and  partly  in  mitigation 
of  the  statute  law,  which  annexed  to  a  transgression  of  the  common  law  on  that  subject  certain  severe 
and  sanguinary  penalties. 

(c)  But  see  A,  S.  v.  Sillem,  2  H.  &  C.  481,  fl.Af.  Advocate  v.  Fleming,  2  Sc.  Sess.  Ca.  (8rd  Ser.) 
1032;   The  City  of  Mexico,  28  Fed.  Rep.  148. 


This  was  a  proBecution  by  the  Sicilian 
Minister  in  London,  under  the  Foreign 
Enlistment  Act,  59  Geo,  3.  c.  69.  s.  7, 
which  provided — 

**  That  if  any  person,  within  any  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  in  any  part  of  His  Majesty's 
dominions  beyond  the  seas,  shall,  without  Uie 
leave  and  licence  of  His  Majesty  for  that  pur- 
pose first  had  and  obtained  as  i^oresaid,  equip, 
furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm,  or  attempt  or  endeavour 
to  equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm,  or  procure  to 
be  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  ont,  or  armed,  or 
shall  knowingly  aid,  assist,  or  be  concerned  in 
the  equipping,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  or  arming 
of  imy  ship  or  vessel  with  intent  or  in  order 
that  such  Mp  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  in 
the  service  of  any  foreign  prince,  state,  or  po- 
tentate, or  of  any  foreign  colony,  province,  or 
part  of  any  province  or  people,  or  of  any  person 
or  persons  exercising,  or  assuming  to  exercise, 
any  powers  of  government  in  or  over  any 
forei^  state,  colony,  province,  or  part  of  any 
province  or  people,  as  a  transport  or  storeship, 
or  with  intent  to  eruise  or  commit  hostilities 
against  any  prince,  state,  or  potentate,  or 
against  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  any  prince, 
state,  or  potentate,  or  against  the  persons  exer- 
cising, or  assuming  to  exercise,  the  powers  of 
government  in  any  oolony,  province,  or  part  of 
— 7    province    or   country,  or  against  the  in- 

bitanti  of  aay  foreign  colony,  province,  or 


part  of  any  province  or  country,  with  whom  His 
Majesty  shall  not  then  be  at  war;  or  shall* 
within  the  United  Kingdom,  or  any  of  His 
Majesty's  dominions,  or  in  any  settlement, 
colony,  territory,  island,  or  place  belonging  to 
His  Majesty,  issue  or  deliver  any  commission 
for  any  ship  or  vessel,  to  the  intent  that  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  as  afore- 
said, every  person  so  ofiending  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall, 
upon  conviction  thereof,  upon  any  information 
or  indictment,  be  punished  by  fine  or  imprison- 
ment, or  either  of  them,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court  in  which  such  ofibnder  shall  be  convicted ; 
and  every  such  ship  or  vessel,  with  the  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  together  with  all  the 
materials,  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores  which 
may  belong  to  or  be  on  board  any  such  ship  or 
vessel,  shall  be  forfeited ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  officer  of  His  Majesty's  customs  or  ex- 
cise, or  any  officer  uf  His  Majesty's  navy,  who 
is  by  law  empowered  to  make  seizures  for  any 
forfeiture  incurred  under  any  of  the  laws  of 
customs  or  excise,  or  the  laws  of  trade  and 
navigation,  to  seize  such  ships  and  vessels  afore- 
said ....  and  that  every  such  ship  and  vessel 
.  .  .  may  be  prosecuted  and  condemned  in  the 
like  manner  and  in  such  conrts,  &c." 

The  oircnmstanoes  which  gaye  rise  to 
the  proeeoation  were  as  foUowi : — 

In  a  note,  dated  Deoember  lOth,  1848 
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Prinoe  OasielciceUa,  EnToy  ExtraordinKr^ 
and  ICiniBter  Plenipot^tiary  to  His 
MiMeBty  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
called  Lord  Puhnerston's  attention  to  the 
fact  that  two  yessols,  the  Bombay  and 
Veeiis,  had  been  purchased  bj  the  Sici- 
lian inBiirgent8(a)  from  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company,  with 
a  view  to  their  being  employed  in  hostili- 
ties against  the  SiciHan  Government,  and 
requested  that  they  should  be  prevented 
from  leaving  England. 

To  this  application  Lord  PcUmersUm  re- 
plied as  follows : — 

"  Foreign  Office,  January  6,  1849. 

"The  undersigned,  &c.,  has  the  hoaoar  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Dote  which  Prince 
Castelcicala,  &c.,  addressed  to  him  on  the  80th 
of  Decemher,  calling  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  the  purchase  of  two 
steam  vessels  in  this  country,  with  a  view  to 
their  being  employed  in  hostilities  against  the 
government  of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and 
to  the  alleged  intention  on  the  part  of  the  per- 
sons concerned  in  making  the  purchase,  that  the 
vessels  should  proceed  to  Palermo,  under  the 
Bnglish  flag,  and  with  an  English  crew,  there  to 
be  delivered  over  to  the  purchasers  on  payment 
of  the  remainder  of  the  purchase  money,  20,000/. 
only  having  been  hitherto  paid  on  account. 

<*  The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  state  to 
Prince  CastelcicaJa*  that  Her  Majesty's  Govem- 
m3nt  cannot  interfere  with  the  fitting-out  of  ves- 
sels in  a  British  port,  nor  with  their  departure 
therefrom,  unless  the  equipment  of  such  vessels 
shall  bring  them  within  the  scope  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act  of  59  Geo.  8.  c.  69.,  commonly 
called  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  (6)  ;  and  the 
undersized  can  therefore  only  rder  Prince 
Castelcicala  to  the  provisions  c^  that  Act  as  a 
guide  for  any  proceedings  which  Prince  Castel- 
cicala may  be  legally  advised  to  take.  .  .  . 
**  (Signed)        Palmbrston.'Xc) 

On  March  16th,  1849,  the  Bombay  was 
seized  by  one  of  the  surveyors  of  customs, 
whilst  lying  in  the  Thames  at  Blackwall, 
but  was  released  on  May  4th,  in  pursu* 
ance  of  orders  from  the  Treasury. 

On  Mi^  5th  Prinoe  Castelcicala  again 
addressed  a  note  to  Lord  PaJmerston  on 
the  subject— 

*<  London,  May  5, 1849. 
"  Mt  Lord,— 

"  Her  Majesty's  Government  having  declined, 
contrary  to  what,  I  believe,  has  always  hitherto 
been  the  custom  in  such  cases,  to  carry  on  the 
regular  legnX  proceedings  for  the  purpose  of 
condemning  and  con^ating  the  Bombay 
steamship,  lately  detained  by  the  Commit- 
siooers  of  Her  Majesty's  Customs  for  a  flagrant 
bfsach  of  the  Foreign  Bnlistment  Act,  which 
Aet  I  have  always  been  given  to  understand 
was  passed  for  the  express  purpose  of  protee- 


(a)  For  an  account  of  the  insurrection,  see 
Ann.  Beg.  1848,  Hist.  838 ;  1849,  Hist,  308. 

/6)  See  now  Ball,  Int  L.  532,  588  n;  Treaty 
of  Washington.    Art.  VI. 

(«)  litid  befeie  PwliaittiBnt,  May  4tb,  1849. 


ting  those  governments  with  which  the  British 
Grovemment  were  on  terms  of  amity  and  peace, 
I  beg  to  inform  your  Lordship  that,  acting 
under  the  advice  of  counsel,  I  myself  have  com- 
menced proceedings  against  the  captain  and  one 
of  the  owners  of  such  ship,  preparatory  to  my 
taking  the  necessary  steps  to  have  the  said 
ship  condemned  and  confiscated  by  the  proper 
tribunal.  I  now,  therefore,  request  thatjfyour 
Lordship  will  give  the  necessary  order  that 
such  ship  shall  be  detained  until  the  case  has 
undergone  a  fair  and  impartial  investigation 
in  a  court  of  justice,  and  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  give  me  all  the  assistance  sad 
facility  that  I  require  in  such  a  case,  and  to 
which  I  think  I  am,  as  the  representative  of  a 
sovereign  with  whom  Her  Majesty  is  on  terms 
of  amity,  but  too  fairly  entitled.  I  also  beg 
to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  have  received  a 
despatch  from  the  minister  to  the  King  of J[the 
Two  Sicilies  at  Paris,  stating  Uiat  the  Vectis, 
a  steamship  built  by  the  same  person,  sold  by 
the  same  company,  and  in  all  respects  similarly 
situated  as  the  Bombay,  has,  at  the  instance  of 
the  aforesaid  minister,  been  detained  at  Mar- 
seilles by  the  French  Government,  for  the  same 
purpose  as  that  for  which  I  now  seek  your 
assistance  as  regards  the  Bombay, 

I  request  that  your  lordship  will  do  me  the 
favour  to  send  me  a  reply  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience. I  have,  &c., 

*«  (Signed)        CiLSTSL0i0ALA."(a) 

Lord  Paimerston  replied  as  follows — 
"Foreign  Office,  May  15, 1849. 
"Sib,— 

"  I  had  the  honour  to  state  to  you  on  the  7th 
instant  that  I  had  transmitted  to  the  Board  of 
Treasury,  for  their  consideration,  a  copy  of 
your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  in  which  yon 
acquainted  me  that  you  had  commenced  pro- 
ceedings under  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act, 
against  the  captain  and  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
Bombay  steamship,  and  you  requested  that  I 
would  give  the  necessary  order  that  the  ship  in 
question  should  be  detained  until  the  case  had 
undergone  a  fair  and  impartial  investigation  in 
a  court  of  justice. 

«  X  have  now  the  honour  to  acquaint  yon  that 
the  Board  of  Treasury  have  informed  me  that 
the  vessel  in  question  has  been  released,  as 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  sufllcient  grounds  for 
her  lietention.         I  am,  &o., 

"CSigned)    PixnB8TOii.'*(a) 

On  Friday,  May  5th,  Prince  Oattehioala 
appeared  in  person  before  Mr.  Ingham  at 
Bow  Street,  and  Bodkin,  on  his  behalf, 
obtained  a  scunmons  against  Captain 
Moody  for  a  breach  of  the  J^oreign  Enlist- 
ment Act.  Moody  was  afterwards  com- 
mitted for  trial  on  this  charge,  together 
with  Prince  €hranaielii,  Louis  Sodlia,  and 
ScUvadore  D*Amico, 


OErr&A.L  OfiiMiNiL  Con&T,  Old  Coubx. 

July  6th,  1849. 

Before  CovoulX  and  Maulb,  JJ. 

Franeo  Maceagnonh    OranaieUit    com- 

(a)  Not  faud  befbre  Parliament. 
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monly  oftlled  Frinoe  ChriMateUi,  Louit 
Scalia,  aod  John  Moody  Barren dered  to 
take  their  trial  for  a  breach  of  the  Foreign 
Enlistment  Act,  59  Oeo,  8.  c.  69.  Another 
defendant,  named  Salvadore  D*Ainico,  in- 
cluded in  the  indictment  did  not  snrrender. 

Counnel  for  the  Prosecution :  Sir  F, 
The8iger,{a)  CltMrkeon,  and  Bodkin, 

Counsel  for  the  Defence :  Sir  F.  Kelly  (h) 
and  Bailantine  for  Prince  OrancUelli; 
MarUn{c)  for  Boalia ;  Montagu  0hamber9 
for  Moody, 

Bodkin  opened  the  indictment. 

Indigtmemt. 
Central  Criminal  Court,  \    The  joron  for  oar 
to  wit.  J  Lady  the  Qoeen,  up- 

on their  oath,  present,  that  Gioyanni  Grana- 
telli,  late  of  the  parish  of  St.  John,  Wapping, 
in  ^e  county  of  Middlesex,  and  withm  the 
jorisdiction  of  the  Central  Criminal  Court, 
Esquire,  commonly  caUed  Prince  Granatelli, 
Loub  Scalia,  late  of  the  same  place,  Es- 
quire, Salradore  D'Amioo,  late  of  the  same 
place,  gentleman,  and  John  Moody,  late 
of  the  same  place,  gentleman,  on  the  Ist  day 
of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1849, 
with  force  and  arms,  within  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  wit,  at 
the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  aforesaid, 
and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Central 
Criminal  Court,  unlawfully,  and  without  the 
leare  and  licence  of  our  sidd  Lady  the  Queen 
for  that  purpose  first  had  and  obtained,  either 
under  the  sign  manual  of  her  said  Majesty,  or 
signified  by  Order  in  Council,  or  by  proclama- 
tion of  her  said  Majesty,  or  in  any  other  man- 
ner whatever,  did  fitmishf  equip,  and  fit  out  a 
certain  vessel  called  the  Bombay,  with  in- 
tent and  in  order  that  the  said  vessel  should 
be  employed  in  the  service  of  certain  foreign 
people  then  inhabiting  a  certain  foreign  country, 
to  wit,  the  island  of  Sicily,  and  with  intent  to 
commit  hostilities  against  a  certain  prince,  to 
wit,  Ferdinand  the  First,  King  of  the  kingdom 
of  the  Two  Sicilies,  with  whom  our  said  Lady 
the  Queen  was  not  then  at  war,  against  the 
form  of  the  statute  in  such  esse  made  and  pro- 
vided, to  the  jpreat  danger  of  the  peace  and 
welfue  of  this  kmgdom,  and  against  the  peace  of 
our  said  Lady  the  Queen,  her  crown  and  dignity. 

The  Seeond  Count  oharRed  an  intent  that 
the  vessel  should  be  employed  as  aforesaid 
in  the  service  of  Oiuseppe  La  Farina  and 
the  Marquis  de  Torriama^  then  asfluming 
thegoyemment  of  Sicily. 

Third  and  Fourth  OoumU. — ^To  serre  each 
respectiTely. 

Fi^ih  Count. — ^To  serve  certain  persons 
unknown,  to  wit,  the  Sicilian  people. 

Bia^  Ooicn^.*— To  serve  a  certain  foreign 
people  in  a  foreign  country,  to  wit,  Sicihr, 
against  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  JWt- 
namd, 

(a)  Afterwards  Lord  Chelmsford,  L.C. 
(6)  Afterwards   Chief   Baron   of  the   Ex- 
chequer. 

(e)  Afterwards  a  Baron  of  the  Exoheqaer. 


Bwenih,  Eighih,  and  Ninth  Oount$.^ 
To  serve  Oimeppe  La  Farina  and  the 
Marquis  de  Torruuma  (together  or  sepa* 
rately),  assuming  government  over  the 
Sicilian  people. 

Tenth  Count. — To  serve  persons  un- 
known against  the  snbjects  of  Ferdinand. 

Eleventh  Count  charged  an  attempt  and 
endeavour  to  furnish,  equip,  and  nt  out 
the  Bombay. 

Twelfth  to  Twentieth. — Like  variations. 

Twenty-first  Coim^.— [That  the  defendanU 
nnlawfuUy  and  without  leave,  &c.]  did  procure 
to  be  equipped,  furnished,  and  fitted  out,  and 
unlawfhlly  and  knowingly  did  aid  and  assist, 
and  were  concerned  in  the  equipping,  &e. 

Twenty-seeond  to  Thirtieth. — Like  varia- 
tions. 

Thirty-first  Comt/.— [That  the  defendanU 
unlawfully  and  without  leave,  &c.]  did  furnish, 
equip,  and  fit  out  a  certain  vessel  called  the 
Bombay,  with  intent  and  in  order  that  the  said 
vessel  should  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
certain  foreign  people  then  inhabiting  a  certain 
foreign  country,  to  wit,  the  Island  of  Sicily,  as  a 
transport  against  a  certain  prince,  &c. 

Thirty^econd  to  Fortieth. — ^Like  vari- 
ations. 

Forty-firet  to  Fiftieth  charged  an  at- 
tempt and  endeavour  to  equip  and  fit  out 
the  Bombay  as  a  transport,  with  like  vari- 
ations. 

The  Bixty-fi/Tit  to  the  Beomtie^h  Count 
charged  a  conspiracy  to  fit  out,  dec. 

The  Beventy-iWst  Count  charged  that  the 
defendants  without  the  leave,  « c. — 
on  the  said  SOth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
1848,  at  the  parish  aforesaid,  in  the  county  afore- 
said, and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
Central  Criminal  Court,  unlawfully  did  con- 
spire, combine,  confederate,  and  agree  together, 
and  with  divers  other  persons  whose  names  to 
the  jurors  are  as  yet  unknown,  unlawfully, 
and  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  sudi 
case  made  and  provided,  within  the  United 
Kin|[dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  hhre, 
retam,  engage,  and  procure  divers  persons  to 
the  jurors  aforesaid  unknown,  to  engage  to 
serve  and  be  employed  in  warlike  and  nulitary 
operations  as  soldiers  in  land  service,  for  and  in 
aid  of  certain  foreign  people,  to  wit,  the  Sicilian 
people,  in  contempt,  &c. 

0?£inNo  Speech  fob  the  Prosbcutiov. 

Sir  F,  Theeiger^  in  opening  the  case,  said 
this  was  a  prosecution  instituted  by  the 
authority  of  the  Minister  of  His  Majesty 
the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  in  this  ooontiy 
against  the  defendants  and  another  person 
named  Amieo,  who  had  not  surrendered  to 
take  his  trial,  foi{  having  unlawMly  en- 
listed men  and  equipped  vessels  of  war,  for 
the  pur|>ose  of  being  employed  in  hostili- 
ties a^pinst  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  the  lawful  severely  of  that 
ooontrv,  oontrary  to  the  provisions  of  aa 
Act  of  Perliament,  passed  m  the  year  1810, 
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oommonlj  called  the  Foreiga  Enlistaient  I 
Aot.    The  objeot  of  ihafc  Act  of  59  Oeo,  3. 
0.  59.  was  to    prevent   persons    in  this 
oonntry  from  equipping  yessels  or  enlist- 
ing men  with  hostile  pnrposes  against  any 
friendly    state.     It  was    unneoessary    to 
dwell  npon  the  policy  of  the  law  in  ques- 
tion, because  it  was  impossible  to  conceive 
anything  more  likely  to  disturb  the  rela- 
tions between  friendly  states  than  for  per- 
sons to  equip  vessels,  and  make  hostile 
demonstrations   in  one    country  against 
another.    The  Minister  of   His    Ms^esty 
the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  had  there- 
fore felt  it  his  duty  to  institute  the  pre- 
sent prosecution  against  the  defendants, 
and  if  the    facts    which  would   be  laid 
before    the   jury    did     not    bring    them 
within  the  scope  of  the  Act,  it  was  a  dead 
letter,  and  the  sooner  it  was  removed  firom 
the  Statute-book  the  better.    During  the 
past  year  nearly  the  whole  of  the  states  of 
the    Oontinent    had    been   disturbed    by 
reyolutionary  movements ;   many  of  the 
governments  of  these  states  had   been 
shaken  to  their  foundations,  and  all  had 
been  severely  disturbed.    The  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  was  not  exempt  from  the  pre- 
vailing spirit  of  the  times.  In  1848,  revolu- 
tionary proceedings  took  place  in  Sicily  ; 
and  in  the  early  part    of    that  ^ear    a 
Provisional  Government  was  established  at 
Palermo,  and  the  defendants  OranaielU  and 
BedUa  were  appointed  by  that  insurgent 
Government  to  proceed  to  this  country  in 
the  capacity  of  commissioners  or  envoys, 
and  were  received  by  the  British  Q-ovem- 
ment  in  that  capaci^.  It  would  seem  that 
the  revolutionary  Gtovernment  of  Palermo 
were  desirous  to  create  an  armed  force  to 
act  against  Jiheir  lawful  sovereign ;   and 
very  soon  after  the  arrival  of  w&ese  two 
defendants  in  this  country,  they  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  for 
the  purchase  of  their  vessels,  called  the 
Veoiia  and  the  Bomba/y,  for  the   sum  of 
60,000Z. ;  and  in  August  1848  the  agree- 
ment was  ratified  by  the  Qt)vernment  at 
Palermo,  and  the  Vectis  was  sent  to  Liver- 
pool, where  she  was  fitted  out  as  a  war 
steamer,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
defendant  Moody,    and   eventually    des- 
patched to  Palermo,  without  any  inter- 
ference by  the  authorities  of  this  country. 
The    Bombay,    which    would    form    the 
subject  of  the  present  inquiry,  remained 
at  Black  wall,  and  the  jury  would  be  satis- 
fied that  she  had  been  armed  and  equipped 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  defen- 
dants, and  was  intended  to  be  used  for 
hostile  purposes  against  the  lawful  sove- 
reign of  the    Two    Sicilies.    A   Colonel 
AiSr&y,  formerly  in  the  Bnglish  service, 
would  be  called  to    prove   that  he  had 
been  despatched  to  this  country  by  the 


revolutionary  Government  at  Palermo, 
with  instructions  to  raise  a  body  of 
1,200  men,  and  to  embark  them  on  these 
steamers,  and  that  he  entered  into  com- 
munication with  Prince  OranaUUi  and 
Scalia,  and  that  they  were  perfectly  aware 
of  his  object,  and  exerted  themselves  to 
carry  it  into  efi*ect,  wich  a  view  to  support 
the  insurgent  Government  against  their 
lawfnl  sovereign.  [Counsel  proceeded  to 
detail  the  nature  of  the  evidence,  and 
in  conclusion  said  that  Prince  Oculel' 
ciscda,  the  minister  of  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Sicily,  upon  these  facts  felt 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  protect  his 
sovereign  from  the  consequences  of  such 
proceedings,  and  had  therefore  instituted 
the  prosecution;  and  when  all  the  facts 
were  laid  before  the  jury,  no  doubt  they 
would  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  defendants  were  guilty  of  the  of- 
fence imputed  to  them.  At  the  same 
time  there  was  no  desire  to  press  the 
matter  vindictively  against  tnem — the 
object  was  to  vindicate  the  law,  and  to 
teach  the  defendants  and  others  simi- 
larly situated  the  danger  they  incurred  by 
such  practices,  and  that  there  was  a  power 
to  punish  them.  I 

Evidence  por  the  Pbosecution. 

Ghcvrles  Wellington  Howell :  I  am  secre- 
tary to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam 
Navigation  Company.  I  have  been  sub- 
poenaed to  produce  an  agreement  de- 
scribed as  dated  1st  July  1848,  whereby 
Prince  Qranatdli  and  Lewis  Sccdia  agree 
to  buy  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Steam  Navigation  Company  two  steam 
vessels,  called  the  Vectis  and  the  Bombay, 
I  had  that  agreement  in  my  possession  at 
the  time  that  subpcena  was  served.  I 
have  it  with  me.  I  decline  to  produce  it, 
on  the  ground  that  it  may  contain  matter 
that  may  criminate  myself,  or  other 
parties  for  whom  1  am  interested.  I  hold 
it  as  secretary  of  the  company. 

The  Court  ruled  that  the  witness  could 
not  be  compelled  to  produce  the  agree- 
ment. 

Oeorge  Finch :  1  am  clerk  to  Messrs. 
White,  Broughton,  and  White,  of  Great 
Marlborough  Street,  the  solicitors  for  this 
prosecution.  I  attended  before  the  Magis- 
trate at  the  time  an  inquiry  was  instituted 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  Mr.  HoweU 
was  present,  and  produced  an  agreement, 
which  was  afterwards  depositeawith  the 
Magistrate.  An  application  was  after- 
wards made  to  allow  that  agreement  to  be 
taken  away  to  be  stamped.  It  was  carried 
by  a  police-officer  to  Somerset  House.  I 
accompanied  him.  It  was  there  stamped. 
I  paid  the  duty.  For  the  purpose  of 
giving  it  the  proper  stamp,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  count  the  number  of  words  it  oon- 
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temecL  I  was  directed  to  do  so  bj  the 
Solicitor  of  Stamps,  and  did  bo,  and  in 
that  manner  I  became  acquainted  with  its 
contents;  I  made  a  short  abstract  of  it. 
I  am  able  to  state  its  contents. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F.  Kelly. 

When  it  was  produced  by  the  secretary 
to  the  company  was  it  under  protest  P — 
He  hesitated  a  good  deal  before  he  pro- 
duced it,  bat  eyentually  he  gave  it  to  the 
Magistrate.  I  did  not  consider  it  was 
under  protest,  but  it  certainly  was  in 
obedience  to  the  Magistrate.  I  had  no 
authority  from  the  Magistrate  to  go  and 
obtain  possession  of  that  document.  We 
were  to  have  access  to  it.  It  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  police-officer,  up  in  the 
Btamp.office,  when  I  made  the  abstract 
of  it.  I  had  no  authority  from  the  Magis- 
trate to  do  that ;  he  ultimately  complained 
of  it,  because  his  understanding  of  it  was 
different  from  that  of  Mr.  Bodkin  and 
myself. 

Sir  F,  Thesiger  proposing  to  give  second- 
ary evidence  of  the  contents  of  the  agree- 
ment, Sir  F,  KeUy  objected,  the  i^ossession 
of  the  document  having  been  improperly 
obtained.  The  Court  would  not  reject  the 
evidence  on  that  ground,  but  thought  the 
attesting  witness  should  be  called.(a) 

Brodie  Willcox,  Jun. :  I  am  a  son  of  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steam-packet  Company.  I  am 
not  a  clerk  in  tne  office.  I  am  a  ship- 
broker  and  agent.  I  object  to  say 
whether  I  saw  Prince  QranaieUi  and  Mr. 
Scdlia  sign  any  paper,  or  to  give  evidence 
in  this  transaction  at  all,  for  I  have  been 
connected  to  a  certain  extent  as  a  broker 
and  affent  in  these  matters,  and  it  has 
been  already  intimated  to  me  that  I  may 
be  involved  in  criminal  proceedings.  I  was 
not  merely  an  attesting  vvitness  in  this  case. 

The  Court  considered  the  witness  en- 
titled to  the  protection  claimed. 

The  Bt.  Hon.  Lord  YiBoonnt  FcUmersion 
—Examined  by  Sir  F.  Thesiger. 

I  am  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs.  No  leave  or  licence  of 
Her  Majesty  has  been  granted  to  enlist 
soldiers  or  sailors,  or  to  equip,  ftirnish,  or 
fit  oQt  any  vessel  of  war  to  be  employed 
to  commit  hostilities  against  the  E!ing  of 
the  Two  Sicilies.  This  countrv  is  at  peace 
with  the  kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  It 
was  so  during  the  whole  of  last  year.  I 
know  the  defendants,  Prince  OranatelHtkud 
Mr.  SedUa,  I  have  had  interviews  with 
them  both  at  the  Foreign  Office,  and  at 
my  own  house  frequently.  I  received 
them  as  organs  of  communication,  not 
officially  received  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  from  the  existing  de  fado 

(a)  But  see  now,  17  8c  18  Vict.  c.  186.  t.  86 
and  88  &  89  Vict.  o.  18.  s.  7. 


Gk>Temment  of  Sicily,  the  persons  who 
were  then  exercising  the  government  at 
Palermo.  They  brought  a  letter.  They 
represented  themselves,  both  by  verbal 
communication  and  by  the  communication 
of  a  written  document,  as  the  agents  of  an 
existing  independent  Government.  The 
British  Government  had  not  acknowledged 
that  existing  Government  as  having  a 
European  existence,  and  therefore  I  could 
not  receive  them  officially  in  the  capacity 
in  which  they  represented  themselves  as 
coming.  I  received  them  as  organs  of 
communication  from  the  Ck>vemment  of 
Sicily,  but  we  had  not  acknowledged  that 
Government   as    an    existing    European 

Sower.  The  Government  of  Sicily  had 
eclared  the  deposal  of  the  royal  family 
of  Sicily;  they  had  declared  themselves 
independent ;  they  were  at  war. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F,  KeUy. 
Was  not  the  introduction  of  these  gen- 
tlemen to  your  lordship  contained  in  a 
despatch,  in  writing,  from  members  of  the 
existing  Government  at  Palermo  P — It  was. 
I  believe  this  {prodtieed)  to  be  the  original 
letter,  and  this  I  conclude  is  a  translation 
of  it.  I  think  the  Government  of  Sicily 
declared  itself  independent  early  in  the 
year  1848.(a)  They  were  in  possession  of 
the  whole  of  Sicily  except  the  citadel  of 
Messina.  There  was  a  considerable  in- 
terval of  time  between  the  period  when 
the  Neapolitan  troops  were  expelled  from 
Palermo,  and  the  period  when,  in  Septem- 
ber, the  expedition  sailed  from  Naples ; 
and,  as  far  as  I  know,  during  that  interval 
there  were  no  active  hostilities  going  on 
between  the  parties.  The  hostilities  which 
took  place  in  September  were  suspended 
bv  the  intervention  of  the  admirals  of  the 
French  and  British  souadrons  on  the  spot, 
for  reasons  which  have  been  publicly 
stated.  (6)  Very  early  in  the  dispute  between 
I  Sicily  and  Naples,  applications  were  made 
I  by  the  Sicilian  Government  to  the  British 
I  representative  at  Naples,  and  frequentlv 
I  renewed,  before  any  communication  with 
Prince  OrancUelU  and  Mr.  Scaiia.  Their 
communications  with  me  were  founded 
upon  those  applications,  and  were  a  con- 
tinuance of  them.  The  suspension  of 
I  hostilities  was  brought  about,  I  think,  in 
September,  by  the  intervention  of  the  two 
admirals.  There  was  a  mediation  on  the 
part  of  our  Government,  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  in  the 
early  part  of  last  year,  and  it  continued 
till  this  year.  I  have  been  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs  daring  the  whole  of  thai 

(a)  See  Ami.  Beg.  1848,  p.  888. 

(6)  See  Ann.  Beg.  1849,  p.  809  ;  also  «  Cor- 
respondence relative  to  atrocities  allefced  to 
have  been  committed  by  the  Neapolitan  Army 
in  Sicily,*'  1848:  State  Papers,  vol.  40,  p.  715. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


989] 


The  Queen  agoAn&t  OrcmaidUy  1849. 


period.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  wai 
any  resnmption  of  hostilitieg  after  Septem- 
ber laet,  until  March  or  April  this  year. 
I  was  aware  that  there  was  a  Parliament 
established  in  Sicily,  and  a  president.  In 
the  commnnications  of  Prince  Oranaielli 
and  Mr.  8calia,  they  frequently  adverted 
to  that  fact.  I  was  aware  of  the  seizure 
of  the  Bombay  by  the  officers  of  the 
Goyemment.  I  haa  nothing  officially  to 
do  with  that.  In  the  defendants'  com- 
munication with  me  they  stated  that  the 
constitution  which  had  been  established 
in  Sicily  was  a  modification  of  that  estab- 
lished nnder  Lord  WiUiam  BerUinch  in  1812. 

Be-examined  by  Sir  J^.  Thesiger, 
Did  your  lordship  learn  from  Prince 
OranateUi,  or  Sigaor  Soalia,  or  either  of 
them,  that  the  de  fajdo  Goyernment  of 
Sicily  had  been  carried  off  in  the  Yedii  to 
Marseilles  P — I  am  not  aware  that  I  heard 
anything  to  that  effect  from  them.  I 
think  I  learned  from  them  that  the  presi- 
dent was  Rugginero  Settimo,  I  do  not 
recollect  hearing  the  name  of  La  Farina, 
I  knew  that  the  Marquis  de  Torriazza 
held  office.  I  did  not  learn  from  them 
what  office  he  held,  bnt  I  haye  no 
doubt  that  at  that  time  he  was  Minis- 
ter of  Foreign  Affairs.  They  were  con- 
yersing  on  topics  that  led  me  to  men- 
tion his  name,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
they  did  so,  but  I  have  no  distinct  re- 
collection of  their  having  informed  me 
that  he  was  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
During  the  whole  of  the  time  in  question 
the  Prince  de  Castdcicala  was  the  accre- 
dited minister  of  the  King  of  the  Two 
Sicilies  in  this  conntry. 
Henry  Harcowrt  Wynn  Juhrey. — Examined 
In  1807 1  held  a  commission  as  lieutenant 
in  Iler  Majesty's  31st  Regiment  of  foot.  I 
was  subsequently  appointed  to  the  Boyal 
Horse  Guards  Blue,  and  served  in  the 
Peninsula  under  the  Duke.  In  Sept.  1848, 
while  residing  at  Pisa  in  Tuscany,  I  received 
a  commission  from  Colonel  Hugh  Forbes, 
in  consequence  of  which  I  had  subsequent 
communications  with  the  existing  Govern- 
ment of  Sicily,  and  freouently  with  La 
Farina^  the  Minister  of  War.  In  conse- 
quence of  a  communication  made  to  me 
by  Colonel  Forbes^  and  from  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived from  the  minister,  La  Farina,  I 
went  to  Palermo  on  12th  Nov.  1848.  I 
saw  La  Farina,  and  attended  three  conn- 
oils  of  war  there,  in  company  with  Colonel 
Forbes,  La  Farina  was  president,  and 
was  always  present,  with  other  members 
of  the  Government;  they  were  then  acting 
as  the  Government  of  the  country.  In 
consequence  of  instructions  which  I  re- 
ceived from  La  Farina  himself,  in  the 
War  Office,  on  18th  Nov.,  I  afterwards 
came  to  Bngland.    These  are  the  instruc- 


tions (produced),  and  this  letter,  dated  4th 
Oct.,  is  the  letter  I  first  received  from 
Colonel  Forbes  while  I  was  at  Leghorn,  in 
l^ascany — it  is  countersigned  by  La 
Farina,     Colonel   Forbes  was  inspector- 

feneral  of  the  Sicilian  forces  under  the 
rovisional  Government.  I  quitted  Paler- 
mo on  19th  Nov.,  but  did  not  arrive  in 
England  till  20th  Dec,  as  I  was  charged 
with  other  matters;  my  official  instructions 
were  to  report  myself  to  Prince  OranateUi, 
55,  Brook  Street.  I  did  not  know  what  he 
was  any  more  than  that  he  was  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  Provisional  Government.  He 
was  styled  Sicilian  envoy  in  my  official 
instructions.  Before  I  quitted  Palermo, 
I  received  a  2001,  letter  of  credit  flrom  the 
Marquis  de  Torriaata,  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs.  On  21st  Dec.  I  went  to 
Brook  Street,  and  inquired  for  Prince 
OranateUi,  I  was  received  by  Mr.  Scalia. 
The  Prince  came  in  shortly  afterwards, 
and  Mr.  Scalia  presented  me  to  him.  I 
said  to  Mr.  Scalia,  '*  My  name  is  Colonel 
Aubrey;  I  am  an  officer  in  the  Sicilian 
service,  and  I  am  ordered  to  report  my- 
self to  the  Sicilian  envoy,  Prince  Ora* 
nateUi,*'  Mr.  SeaXia  stopped  me  by  saying, 
"  We  are  perfectly  well  aware  of  it,  but  we 
are  waiting  for  further  letters  or  instruc- 
tions from  our  Government."  I  mentioned 
that  before  the  Prince  came  in,  and  when 
Mr.  Scalia  presented  me  he  mentioned  my 
name  to  the  Prince,  and  told  him  exactly 
what  I  had  stated  to  him.  The  Prince 
did  not  say  much,  except  that  they  were 
waiting  for  instructions.  We  had  not 
much  conversation  on  that  occasion.  I 
merely  called  to  report  myself,  as  a  matter 
of  form.  The  Prince  said  he  was  well 
aware  what  my  mission  was.  I  under- 
stood he  had  received  information  from 
private  friends  at  Palermo,  but  they  wore 
waiting  for  official  instructions.  They  both 
told  me  that,  if  my  mission  involved  a  con« 
siderable  sum  of  money,  very  little  could 
be  done  without  money,  and  they  re- 
quested me  to  call  in  a  few  days,  or  a 
week,  and  they  would  most  likely  have  re. 
oeived  instructions  on  the  subject.  I  then 
left.  I  went  again  very  soon,  because  I 
was  anxious  to  know  whether  the  money 
had  arrived.  It  was  abont  a  week  after. 
I  rather  think  the  Prince  was  not  present 
on  that  occasion,  but  the  interview  I  had 
was  with  Mr.  Scalia  He  told  me  no 
money  had  arrived  to  pay  for  the  expenses 
of  my  mission.  I  did  not  present  my  in- 
structions to  them,  because  I  thought  it 
was  perfectly  unnecessary,  as  they  seemed 
to  be  perfectly  well  aware  of  the  whole 
thing.  I  told  Mr.  Scalia  on  the  second 
occasion  that  my  orders  were  to  embark 
part  of  the  men  I  was  to  raise  equally  on 
board  two  steamers,  which  they  had  pur- 
chased.   Mr.  ScoIm  said,  "  It  is  true  that 
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we  have  purohased  two  steamers,  and  rery 
fine  steamers  they  are,  bat  all  the  money 
is  not  paid  for  them."  I  am  not  certain 
whether  the  names  of  the  vessels  were 
mentioned  on  that  occasion,  bnt  they  were 
subsequently  repeatedly  mentioned.  They 
were  the  Bomha/y  and  the  Vectis.  I  then 
mentioned  to  Mr.  Scalia  my  intention  of 
embarking  the  men  on  board  the  two 
steamers ;  that  I  was  directed  to  do  so  in 
my  official  instructions.  Mr.  SeaUa  said 
that  he  thonght  it  would  be  highly  impru- 
dent to  do  that,  that  it  would  be  running 
a  great  risk,  and  I  understood  him  also 
to  say  that  he  should  advise  the  Prince, 
or  would  himself  communicate  with  the 
Government  at  Palermo,  on  the  subject. 
He  seemed  averse  to  have  them  put  on 
board.  He  said  there  was  great  risk  of 
the  vessel  beine  seized.  The  Biitish 
Gk>veniment  would,  in  fact,  interfere,  and 
it  would  be  to  the  great  risk  of  the 
steamers.  I  then  asked  what  I  was  to  do 
with  the  men,  how  they  were  to  be  sent. 
I  had  told  him  I  had  to  seud  one  battalion, 
1,200  men,  and  60  as  a  reserve.  A  ffreat 
deal  of  conversation  passed  on  the  subject 
of  the  contracts  for  clothing  the  men,  and 
I  particularly  told  him  that  I  had  got  my 
own  uniform  made  up  according  to  the 
instructions,  and  I  should  like  to  show  it 
to  him.  He  said  he  should  like  to  see  it 
very  much ;  I  did  not  show  it  him.  I 
do  not  think  anything  else  passed  on  that 
seoond  occasion.  I  had  subsequently  more 
than  a  dozen  interviews.  After  that  I 
went  there  constantly  every  week.  I  do 
not  recollect  any  other  conversation  about 
the  steamers,  further  than  that  they  told 
me  they  were  very  fine  vessels  indeed,  and 
the  Vecii9  was  at  Liverpool,  and  she  was 
in  a  more  advanced  state,  and  would  be 
ready  sooner  than  the  Bombay;  it  was 
Mr.  Scalia  said  that ;  he  appeared  to  me 
to  be  the  man  of  business;  he  always 
acted.  I  think  the  Prince  was  present. 
That  was  when  I  came  there  to  receive 
further  instructions,  or  to  know  whether 
any  orders  had  been  sent  from  the  Gk)vem- 
ment.  I  always  learnt  that  no  funds  had 
been  remittecL  The  answer  always  was, 
"  No  instructions,  no  money."  They  said 
they  were  anxiously  waiting  for  a  remit- 
tance from  the  Oovemment,  and  if  the 
remittance  was  not,  as  I  understood,  soon 
paid,  there  would  be  an  unpleasant  cir- 
cumstance as  to  the  steamers,  for  the 
deposit  money  that  had  been  paid.  I 
understood  they  had  paid  a  large  sum  of 
money  on  account  of  these  steamers,  but 
there  was  more  to  be  paid,  and  if  this 
money  was  not  forthcoming,  they  wonld 
be  in  a  scrape.  1  asked  them,  when  they 
were  both  present,  if  they  could  give  anv 
reason  why  this  money  had  not  arrived, 
and  they  answered,  that  they  coald  only 


account  for  it,  because  a  loan,  for  which  the 
Provisional  Grovemment  had  been  in 
negotiation  with  the  French  Government, 
had  failed.  I  understood  it  was  for 
750,000L  I  did  not  understand  from 
either  of  them  on  what  the  loan  was  to  be 
raised,  but  .1  knew  it.  On  one  occasion, 
when  Prince  OranaieUi  and  Mr.  Scalia 
were  both  present,  and  we  were  speaking 
of  the  steamers,  I  asked  them  who  was  to 
command  the  B(mhay,  and  the  answer 
was,  that  at  that  moment  they  were  in 
want  of  a  person.  The  person  who  had 
been  engaged,  I  understood,  was  of  the 
name  ofrwrker.  They  asked  me  whether 
I  knew  of  any  English  dashing  fellow  who 
would  like  to  tab)  the  command  of  the 
Bombay.  I  said  I  had  no  acquaintance 
among  the  naval  officers,  but  I  would 
make  inquiry  through  mv  agent.  I  knew 
perfectly  well  how  the  Bombay  and  VectU 
were  to  be  employed.  I  spoke  to  my 
agent,  whose  name  is  Latchjordt  and  he 
immediately  made  inquiir,  and  wrote  me 
a  note,  in  consequence  of  which  I  waited 
on  Prince  ChranaJteUi  and  Mr.  Scalia  with 
Mr.  Laichford  and  Lieutenant  Wagkom, 
It  was  twelve  o'clock  when  we  arrived  at 
Brook  Street,  and  we  were  told  the  Prince 
was  not  up.  Lieutenant  Waghom  said  he 
could  not  remain,  and  it  was  agreed  we 
should  return  at  two.  I  returned  at  two 
with  Mr.  Latchford,  and  saw  the  Prince 
and  Mr.  Scalia.  Lieutenant  Waghom  did 
not  return.  I  informed  the  Prince  and 
Mr.  Scalia  we  had  found  just  the  very  man 
they  wanted  to  take  the  command  of  the 
Bombay.  Mr.  Latchford  then  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Scalia  who  and  what  Lieu- 
tenant Waghom  was ;  that  Lieatenant 
Waghom,  if  they  would  confer  on  him  the 
command  of  the  Bombay,  would  engage 
to  have  her  fitted  out  in  less  time  than  any 
other  man  could  do  it,  because  he  was 
a  friend  of  Mr.  Piteher*8,  or  Pileher'f, 
who  I  understood  was  the  ship- builder. 
Mr.  Latchford  told  them  that  if  they 
took  Lieutenant  Waghom  into  their  ser- 
vice, and  gave  him  the  command  of 
the  Bombay,  he  would  engage,  out  of 
the  eighteen  steamers  which  the  King  of 
Naples  had  in  his  service,  to  bring  in 
twelve  of  them ;  that  he  would  answer  for, 
but  he  could  not  answer  for  the  other  six. 
Prince  GranaieUi  did  not  speak  at  all,  but 
when  Mr.  Latchford  had  finished  speaJdng 
in  English  to  Mr.  SodUa,  I  stopped  him 
and  translated  it,  word  for  word,  in 
French,  fearing  he  did  not  sufficiently 
understand  English,  in  order  that  he 
might  peifectly  well  understand  what  Mr. 
Latchford  said,  and  the  Prince  answered 
in  French,  " Cela$era honpowrnoui,"  and 
he  rubbed  his  hands,  shook  his  head,  and 
appeared  very  well  satisfied.  The  inter- 
view ended  by  Mr.  Scalia  telling  us  that 
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he  would  mnke  an  immediate  commanioa- 
tion  to  the  Government  at  Palermo,  par- 
ticularly asking  what  the  address  of 
Lieutenant  Waghoiti,  was,  which  he  took 
down  in  writing,  because  they  said  they 
could  not  engage  Li«?ntenant  Waghorn 
themselves,  but  could  only  recommend 
him,  and  would  wait  for  instructions.  That 
was  what  they  were  to  write  about.  I  do 
not  recollect  that  anvthing  was  said  about 
the  vesseVs  guns.  They  did  not  say  what 
was  to  be  done  with  the  vessels,  or  their 
destination.  On  16th  January,  in  the 
present  year,  I  took  a  letter  to  Prince 
GranatelU  and  Mr.  Scalla,  and  left  it  with 
a  servant  at  the  house  {the  notice  to  produce 
thU  letter  was  admitted,  but  it  was  not 
produced).  This  is  a  copy  of  the  letter 
(produced).  It  contained  an  enclosure,  the 
letter  of  the  Minister  of  War,  La  Farina, 
dated  18th  November,  containing  my  final 
instructions.  I  made  this  copy  myself,  in 
my  own  writing.  This  is  the  original 
(letters  read) : 

"  15th  January,  1849.  To  His  Excellency 
Prince  Granatelli  aud  the  Hon.  Mr.  Scalia. 
Gentlemen,-  -I  have  the  honour  to  send  you  en- 
^  closed  a  copy  of  the  last  instructions  I  received 
'from  your  Government  at  Palermo  on  18th 
November  last.  Since  my  arrival  in  Ix)ndon  I 
have  called  several  times  in  Brook  Street  fur 
the  purpose  of  learning  what  instructions  have 
been  sent  to  you  in  respect  to  myself  for  the 
mission  with  which  I  have  been  charged  by 
the  members  of  the  Provisional  Government  of 
Sicily,  and  which  mission  I  have,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  endeavoured  faithfully  to  execute  ; 
and,  as  far  as  depends  upon  myself,  no  exer- 
tions have  been  spared  to  carry  it  through  in 
strict  coofonnity  to  the  orders  I  received,  con- 
fidently relying  upon  the  good  faith  of  the 
Sicilian  Government  to  transmit  to  England, 
agretably  to  the  a^tsurance  made  to  me  at 
Palermo,  the  requisite  funds  to  meet  the  several 
engagements  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  enter 
into  on  behalf  of  the  Sicilian  Government.  I 
feel  satisfied  that  you  will  readily  afibrd  me 
every  inform  atiou  in  your  power ;  and  1  have 
now  the  honour  to  represent  to  you,  as  commis- 
sioners of  the  Sicilian  Government  in  London, 
to  whom  I  am  officially  directed  in  my  instruc- 
tions to  apply,  that  I  have  now  been  one  month 
in  Eugland  waiting  for  orders  and  instructions 
from  the  Sicilian  Government,  and  I  therefore 
consider  it  my  duty  respectfully  to  submit  to 
your  consideration  the  expediency  of  coming  to 
a  clear  and  prompt  understanding  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  request  yon  to  furnish  me  with  your 
advice  and  opinion  as  to  the  way  in  which  I 
shall  act,  and  which  you  may  consider  best 
calculated  to  meet  the  views  and  promote  the 
interests  of  the  Sicilian  Government;  and  I* 
have  alno  to  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
fiivour  me  with  as  early  a  reply  as  possible ;  and 
in  case  you  have  not  yet  received  instructions 
to  transmit  immediately  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
the  Government  of  Palermo.  I  shall  then  wait 
the  return  of  the  answer.  (Signed)  H.  H. 
Wynn  Aubrey." 

85234. 


The  following  I  believe  to  be  a  literal 
translation  of  the  enclosure  ;  I  made  it  my- 
self (read) : 

"Palermo,  1 2th  November,  1848.  Most 
worthy  Colonel, — ^To-morrow,  profiting  by  the 
French  steamer,  conformably  to  what  has  been 
now  agreed  upon,  you  will  depart  for  England, 
where  you  will  embark  all  those  disciplined 
troops  which  you  will  find  ready  to  be  removed 
to  this  place ;  in  respect  to  the  remainder  of  the 
men  that  will  be  necessary  to  complete  the 
battalion  according  to  what  has  been  agreed 
upon  with  Ck)l<>nel  Forbes,  if  they  are  not  ready 
at  the  moment,  you  will  be  pleased  to  wait  for 
instructions  from  this  Government,  according  to 
which,  and  conformably  to  the  conditions  which 
you  will  find  therein  prescribed,  you  will  either 
re-commeuce  the  enlistment,  or  desist  altogether 
from  the  undertaking.  The  soldiers  who  will 
be  sent  here  with  their  respective  officers,  will 
receive  their  respective  pay  from  the  day  of  their 
embarkation.  Do  everything  with  the  greatest 
zeal  and  with  the  celerity  corresponding  to  the 
urgency  of  the  present  state  of  Sicily,  and  with 
the  truest  sentiments  of  esteem  believe  me,  &c., 
G.  La  Farina." 

The  answer  of  Prince  QranateUi  and 
Mr.  Scalia  to  Colonel  Aubrey  was  here 
read  as  follows : — 

"London,  23rd  January,  1849.  Sir,— We 
have  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter,  and  we  have  de- 
layed replying  to  it,  waiting  from  day  to  day 
for  news  from  Palermo.  What  we  can  assure 
you  of  is  not  having  received  instructions  which 
can  possibly  relate  to  you,  or  which  treat  of  the 
mission  to  which  you  allude.  Not  being  able 
in  nny  way  to  correspond  to  your  wishes,  we 
must  limit  ourselves  to  suggesting  that  you 
should  write  to  Palermo,  whilst  we  on  our  side 
will  make  kuown  the  communication  we  have 
received  from  you." 

I  communicated  to  the  Prince  and  Mr. 
Scalia  the  contents  of  Colonel  ^or6e«'  letter 
which  led  me  to  Palermo,  and  also  the  in- 
structions. I  did  not  read  the  letters  to 
them,  but  I  made  them  acquainted  with 
the  contents,  as  Colonel  ^or66«  desired  me 
to  mention  to  the  Prince  that  he  wished  his 
two  boys  to  be  sent  out  in  the  Bombay  to 
Palermo,  and  that  the  Government  bad 
transmitted  an  order  to  thatefiect,  together 
with  some  money.  Ho  had  already  com- 
municated with  the  Prince  to  that  effect. 
These  are  the  official  insDructions  of  4th 
October,  about  the  two  boys.  The  letter  is 
countersigned  by  La  Farina.  I  told  them 
I  was  come  to  England  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  body  of  troops  that  was  to  consist 
of  1,2(50  men ;  that  I  was  to  enter  into  con- 
tracts to  supply  all  these  men  with  arms, 
clothing,  and  equipment  of  all  sorts,  and 
necessaries,  in  order  that  thoy  should  be 
able  to  take  the  field  in  the  most  effective 
state.  I  told  them  that,  in  consequence  of 
my  having  written  to  the  agents  from 
Leghorn  aud  Lyons  that  I  was  coming 
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and  telling  them  what  to  do,  that  th«  matter 
was  already  in  a  very  advanced  state 
as  regardea  my  mission  with  reference  to 
the  men  and  contracts.  I  told  them  these 
men  were  to  be  embarked  on  board  these 
steamers,  according  to  my  orders,  and 
then  to  make  the  best  of  onr  way  to 
Palermo  without  loss  of  time,  and  then, 
with  the  s^istance  of  Lord  PalmersUm^a 
ganB»  we  should  be  able  to  make  very 
aotive  resistance.  I  told  them  it  was  not 
my  intention  to  remain  to  be  attacked  at 
Palermo,  but  we  intended  immediately  to 
proceed  against  the  King  of  Naples,  and 
end^aTonr  to  oast  him  oat  of  iHaples  as 
quick  as  possible,  i^tid  to  proceed  to  organ-' 
ise  An  expedition  by  stirring  ap  the  Cala- 
brinns.  I  also  told  them  that  application 
had  been  made  to  me  to  get  an  admiral  to 
command  all  the  steamers,  and  that  I  bad 
been  ordt  red  to  send  the  admiral  withoai 
loss  of  time  to  Palermo.  1  told  them  the 
admiral  was  Captain  Hancheppt  of  Her 
Majesty*d  navy,  a  man  who  had  fonr 
wounds  in  his  oody,  and  could  not  walk 
very  well.  I  told  them  that  orders  had 
been  sent  for  him  to  go  to  Palermo,  to  be 
engaged  as  High  Admiral  of  Sicily.  There 
was  a  great  deal  passed  at  different  times, 
which  at  this  motnent  I  do  not  recollect, 
bat  I  ^T6  them  the  fullest  knowledge  of 
my  missioti  in  ovety  way,  and  they  under- 
stood it  most  perfectly.  I  told  them  that 
everything  waiB  in  a  forward  state.  I 
told  them  I  was  ordered,  in  my  official  in- 
structions, to  have  the  men*s  uniform 
made  precisely  similar  to  that  of  the  Eng- 
lish troops,  the  coats  to  be  red,  with  white 
facings,  and  the  trousers  dark  green,  so  as 
to  have  the  colours  red,  white,  and  green, 
which  are  the  Sicilian  colours;  and  the 

*  buttons  and  breast-plates  were  to  boar  the 
emblems  of  Sicily.  These  are  some  of 
them  {produced):  neither  the  Prince  nor 
lir.  Scalia  saw  them.  I  only  explained  to 
them  how  the  uniforms  were  to  be  made, 
and  I  told  Mr.  Soalia  I  would  bring  him 
my  unirorm  to  show  him,  but  I  did  not.  In 
consequence  of  his  not  answering  a  letter 
which  1  wrote  to  him,  I  did  not  go.  I 
cannot  precit«ely  say  when  it  was  that  I 
ceased  to  communicate  with  them.  T  did 
soinconsequenceofaletterwhich I  received 
from  Colonel  Forbes  about  the  month  of 
February.  My  contracts  remained  as 
before  with  the  contractors,  who  held  me 
t'Cr^ponsible.  They  were  not  exactly  com- 
pleted, in  consequence  of  not  knowing  the 
number  of  men  we  should  have.  I  never 
received  the  funds  to  enable  me  to  com- 
plete them.  The  contracts  were  left  in  an 
unfiniiihed  state.  The  clothes  were  partly 
made— I  had  seen  them  myself,  and  had 
my  own  regimentals.  I  had  not  enlisted 
the  1,260  men,  but  they  were  engaged.  1 
nev^r  was  on  board  the  Bombay  till  after 


she  was  seized.  I  went  on  b6ard  about  the 
20th  March,  four  or  five  days  after  she  was 
seiaed.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
fitting  out  of  vessels  for  war  purposes. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F.  Kelly. 
Are  you  a  colonel  in  the  British  army  P— 
No,  I  hold  no  rank  at  all  in  the  British 
army     I  ceased  to  belong  to  the  British 
army  after  the  battle  of  Vittoria,  for  which 
I  wear  this  medal.    I  was  then  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Boyal  Horse  Guards  Blue.    I  was  a 
lieutenant-oolonel  in  the  Spanish  service. 
When  I    first    communicated    with    the 
Sicilian  Government,  while  I  was  at  Pisa, 
I  was  living  as  a  gentleman  in  ray  own 
house,  on  my  private  fortune.    I  entered 
into  the  Sicilian  service  in  October  18 i8. 
I  was  to  )>e  paid  full  pay  as  a  colonel. 
They  were  to  pay  me  in  ounces,  what  was 
equivalent  to  about  24«.  a  day.    After  I 
was  thus  engaged  in  their  service,  I  was 
admitted  to  their  councils  of  war,  and 
bore  part  in  them.     I  went  over  to  the 
enemy,  when  they  treated  me  likerasoal.^, 
wh^n  they  placed  me  in  a  position  which 
I  am  extremely  happy  of  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  explainintr  publicly.  It  was  wheq 
they  sent  Mr.  OcuteUia  over  here  to  take 
away  the  steamers.    It  was  early  in  March 
when   I  ceased    to  act  for  the   Sicilian 
Government.     I  first  communicated  with 
the  agents  here  for  the  Neapolitan  Gov- 
ernment about  tho  10th  or  12ih  March. 
It  was  then  that  I  communicated  to  theui 
what  had  taken  place  between  the  Prince, 
Mr.  Scalia,  and  myself.    From  that  time 
to  this  I  have  more  or  less  been  in  commu- 
nication with  them.    I  should  say  I  could 
swear  that  I  had  twelve  interviews  with  the 
Prince  and  Mr.  Scalia,  but  I  should  think 
there  were  nearly  fifteeu.     I  never  had  a 
communication  with  them  in  the  presence 
of  a  third  person,  except  once,  wnen  Mr. 
Laiehford  was  present.    When  I  wrote  a 
letter  to  them  containing  the  enclosure,  I 
rwieivcd  the  answer,  which  has  been  rea  I, 
on  23rd  January.    I  nearer  received  any 
other  letter  from  them,  except  a  note  from 
Mr.  Scalia,  which  was  of  no  importance. 
I  wrote  to  them  on  19th  Febraa^-y.    This 
is  the  letter  (produced).  I  have  got  a  copy 
of  it.    They  did  not  answer  it  at  all.     I 
wrote  them  another  letter  on  26th  Febru- 
ary; this  is  it  ( prodMceci).  I  did  not  receive 
any  answer  to  that.    I  did  receive  a  note, 
but  whether  it  related  to  that,  whether  it 
was  in  reply,  I  do  not  know.    I  nevor 
received  any  answer  td    that   letter  of 
26th   February.    After  26th  February  £ 
received  no  communication  of  any  kind 
whatever  from  them.    The  first  person  I 
communicated  with,  on  behalf  of  the  Nea- 
politq.li  Government, was  Mr.  White,  of  the 
firm  of  White  and  Broughton,    They  are 
solicitors  to  Prince  Casteloicalat  and  they 
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were  Bolicitors  to  my  family  many  years 
ago.  They  never  acted  as  my  sol-citor'i. 
I  saw  Prince  Castelcicula  himself,  as  near 
as  I  can  recollect,  on  1 3th  March.  I  never 
told  Prince  Oranatelli  or  Mr.  Scalia  that  I 
wou'd  betray  what  passed  between  as  to 
the  Neapolitan  Government.  I  never  gave 
them  the  slightest  intimation  that  I  was, 
or  ever  wonld  be,  in  oommonication  with 
the  Neapolitan  (government.  I  have  not 
received  any  muney  from  any  of  the 
agents  of  the  Neapolitan  Government;  I 
am  to  receive  some.  Am  I  ol*liged  to 
answer  that  qneetion  P  It  was  agreed 
that  I  was  to  receive  the  pay  which  the 
Sicilians  owed  me  ;  that  was  six  months* 
pay,  300i.  I  am  to  be  paid  that  for  assist- 
ing  with  my  evidence  to  seize  the  Bombay 
steamer.  I  did  give  evidence,  on  whi(*h 
the  seizure  took  place.  I  was  the  informer 
on  that  occasion. 

Sir  F.  Theiiger:  Tell  me  the  Tea- 
son  why  }0u  left  the  Sicilian  canseP — 
I  was  charged  with  a  commission  from 
the  Sicilian  Government  to  this  country, 
which  involved  a  considerable  sum  of 
money.  When  I  came  to  this  country, 
I  went  to  the  contractors  and  made 
the  contracts  for  these  articles.  I 
showed  them  my  letters  of  instruction, 
and  asked  them  whether  tliey  would  ex- 
ecute the  contracts  or  not.  Tnoir  answer 
was  this :  *'  Colonel  Aubrey,  we  know 
nothing  of  Provisional  Governments,  but 
we  know  you ;  and,  if  you  will  be  respon- 
sible, and  will  not  leave  England,  and  in 
short  will  personally  guarantee  to  us,  we 
will  execute  these  contracts : "  and  1 
pledged  my  word  and  honour  I  would  do 
so ;  and  when  I  found  no  money  or  in- 
str  act  ions  came,  I  Found  myself  in  a  very 
peculiar  pisition,  and  the  contractors 
were  pressing  nr>e  very  much.  I  then 
wrote  to  Colonel  Forbes  to  tell  the  Provi- 
sional Government  of  Sicily  that,  if  the 
money  was  not  sent,  I  should  be  under 
the  necessity  to  seize  the  steamers,  in 
C(msequence  of  what  the  ccm tractors 
would  oblige  me,  to  save  themselves,  to 
pay  themselves,  I  then  imagined,  in  an 
action  for  debt ;  and  I  have  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Forbes  to  prove  that  he  did  make 
this  communication  to  the  Government  of 
Sicily,  and  the  result  was,  thai  instead  of 
acting  like  honest  men,  they  send  a  man 
here  with  private  instructions  td  get  these 
steamers  away  as  soon  as  possible:  and 
Colonel  Forbes  wrote  to  me:  "Now, 
Colonel  Anbiey,  save  yourself;  they  are 
playing  tricks  with  you;  seize  the 
steamers;"  and  I  did.  They  wanted  to 
throw  m9  over,  bat  I  was  rather  too  deep 
for  them.  The  contracts  amounted  to 
1,500Z. 

Benjamin  Latckford:  I  live  in  Upper 
St.  Martin's  Lane,  WeBtminstcr,  and  am 


a  military  accoutrement  maker.  In  Oc- 
tober 1848.  1  received  a  commission  from 
Colonel  Aubrey  on  the  eubject  of  some 
accoutrements.  He  was  not  then  in  Eng- 
land, but  arrived  on  2 1st  December.  I  saw 
him  the  next  day,  and  reported  what  I  had 
done  in  pursuance  of  the  communication 
I  had  received.  I  also  received  a  com- 
rounicjition  from  a  Colonel  Forbes  of 
Sicily,  in  consequence  of  which  I  went  to 
Brook  Street  (that  was  before  Culonel 
Aubrey  arrived  in  England).  I  saw  Prince 
Oranatelli;  he  was  alone.  I  told  him  my 
name  was  Latch/ord,  and  said  I  had  re« 
ceived  letters  from  Colonel  Forbes  and 
Colonel  Aubrey,  whom  I  had  no  doubt  he 
knew.  He  said  he  knew  Co'onel  Forbes 
very  well,  but  he  did  not  know  much  of 
( ^olonel  Aubrey ;  he  had  heard  of  him.  and 
he  was  very  happy  to  see  me.  I  said  I 
was  contracting  to  supply  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, clothing,  &o.  to  the  Sicilian  Pro- 
visional Government.  I  stated  to  him 
that  my  letters  made  mention  of  two 
steamboats.  He  said  he  did  not  know 
mu?h  about  the  steamboats,  or  the  arms 
or  accoutrements,  and  said  I  woald  get 
more  particnlars  from  Colonel  D*Amico, 
It  was  with  some  little  difficulty  I  could 
understamd  him.  He  did  not  sfieak  Eng- 
lish very  well.  The  names  of  the  vessels 
were  not  mentioned,  nor  was  anything 
said  as  to  the  u^  to  which  they  were  to 
be  applied.  Nothing  was  eaid  then  as  to 
the  purpose.  I  was  preparing  arms, 
mnskets,  swords,  rifles,  clothing  accoutre- 
ments, caps,  boots,  shoes,  &o.  Nothing 
was  said  in  this  fir^t  conversation  with 
Prince  Oi-anatelli  as  to  how  they  were  to 
be  sent.  I  afterwards  went  in  search  of 
D^AmiGO,  anfl  found  him  in  th«  neigh- 
bourhood of  Hanover  Square  ;  I  cannot 
chU  to  mind  ihe  name  of  the  place.  I 
went  to  the  address  the  Prince  gave  me. 
I  did  not  afterwards  state  to  the  Prince 
or  Mr.  Scalia  what  had  passed  between 
D'Amieo  and  myself. 

Sir  F.  Kelly  objected  to  the  recep- 
tion of  evidence  of  any  conversations 
with  D*Amiro,  as  only  tending  to  preju- 
dice the  defendants,  bat  the  Court  ruled 
it  to  be  admissible. 

I  went  to  D'Amieo  and  told  him  my  name, 
and  that  I  had  been  with  Prince  Granor 
(elli,  who  had  recommended  nie  to  call  on 
him.  He  said  he  was  very  much  fatigued, 
that  he  had  not  long  arrived,  but  be 
would  see  the  Prince  soon.  He  OMild 
not  attend  to  much  that  I  had  to  say,  bus  I 
told  him  thnt  I  understood  there  were  two 
steamers  purchased,  or  about  to  be  pur- 
chased, and  that  we  were  getting  on  with 
the  arms  and  accoutrements,  &c.  iu  accord- 
ance with  letters  that  I  had  received 
from  Colonels  Forbes  and  Aubrey,  He 
seemed  very  much  pleased,  thanked  me, 
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and  said  he  woald  see  me  some  other 
time.  Colonel  Aubrey  was  not  in  England 
at  that  time.  I  saw  him  on  the  2l8t  or 
22nd  December,  which  was,  I  think,  six 
weeks  or  two  months  after  my  interview 
with  D*Amwo.  1  accompanied  Colonel 
Afibrey  to  Brook  Street,  and  found  Prince 
Granatelli  and  Signor  Secdia  there.  I 
think  they  were  together.  Lieutenant 
Waghom  had  accompanied  us  to  Brook 
Street,  but  he  was  impatient,  and  did  not 
remain  to  see  the  Prince.  I  do  not  re? 
collect  the  beginning  of  what  passed,  but 
it  was  to  the  effect,  that  in  consequence  of 
letters  I  had  received,  and  applications 
made  to  me  by  Colonel  Avhrey,  I  had 
made  inquiries  among  my  friends  respect- 
ing a  man  something  after  the  sort  of  Sir 
Charles  Napier,  to  command  the  steamer, 
and  I  had  succeeded  in  finding  a  man  of 
the  sort  they  wished,  Lieutenant  Waghom^ 
a  man  who  had  worked  his  way  overland 
from  India,  and  was  well  known  in  the 
Mediterranean ;  and  that  in  conversation 
with  him  he  had  explained  to  me  that  be 
was  well  acquainted  with  the  position  of 
every  vessel  the  King  of  Naples  had,  that 
he  had  eighteen  fiteamers,  and  twelve  of 
them  were  so  situated  that,  if  he  had 
command  of  the  Bombay^  manned  with 
British,  he  could  fetch  the  twelve  out  in 
twelve  days,  one  each  day.  The  Prince 
did  not  seem  to  understand  me  very  well, 
and  Colonel  Aubrey  explained  it  to  him  in 
some  other  language,  upon  which  he 
rubbed  his  hands,  and  seemed  highly 
pleased;  but  he  did  not  talk  English  on 
that  occasion,  and  I  do  not  know  what  he 
said.  I  fancy  he  said  something,  not 
much,  in  reply  to  Colonel  Aubrey,  I  am 
not  acquainted  with  the  French  language. 
I  recommended  Lieutenant  Waghom  as  a 
very  highly  spirited  individual,  and  I 
thought  a  meritorious  officer,  such  an  one 
as  they  wanted.  Mr.  Scalia  told  us  they 
must  communicate  with  the  Grovernment, 
they  could  not  make  the  (appointment 
themselves.  Some  explanation  was  given 
to  the  Prince  as  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant 
Waghom,  as  he'oould  not  qaite  understand 
what  a  lieutenant  was,  ana  after  that  they 
said  they  should  write  to  the  Government 
immediately  on  the  subject.  I  afterwards 
went  down  to  the  Bombay  at  Black  wall, 
and  found  Captain  Moody  in  charge  of 
her.  I  made  an  inquiry  of  him  respecting 
Colonel  Forbes'  two  sons.  He  told  me 
that  he  had  no  instructions  to  take  two 
boys  to  Palermo  with  him.  I  told  him  I 
was  certain  they  were  to  go  in  that  vessel, 
as  the  other  was  gone.  He  said,  I  cannot 
take  them  unless  you  get  an  order.  I 
asked  him  from  whom,  that  if  he  thought 
proper  I  wonld  go  to  Prince  Chranaidli 
and  get  the  order,  because  Prince  Grana- 
ielli  and  Mr.  Scalia^  as  envo}8,  had  got 


the  order  from  the  Sicilian  Government 
for  them  to  go  out.  He  said,  to  save  the 
trouble  of  going  to  the  West-  end,  I  might 

§o  to  the  agents,  I  think  he  said  in  the 
>ld  Jewry,  and  he  gave  me  the  name  and 
address.  I  went  there,  and  the  agents 
were  not  at  home.  Captain  Moody  de* 
sired  me  to  be  as  expeditious  as  I  oould,  for 
early  on  Friday  morning  he  should  leave 
the  river.    This  was  on  the  Wednesday. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F.  Kelly, 
You  never  did  get  any  such  order,  I 
suppose,  from  the  Prince  or  Mr.  Scalia  f — 
I  aid  not. 

WillicMn  Edward  Oilpm :  I  am  an  army 
clothier  in  the  Strand.  I  received  an 
order  from  Colonel  Aubrey  for  clothing, 
caps,  accoutrements,  knappacks,  and  all 
other  articles  requisite  for  a  regiment  of 
1,200  men,  and  I  was  desired  by  him  to 
prepare  patterns  of  the  clothes,  which  I 
did.  The  breastplate  and  buttons  pro- 
duced  are  what  I  so  prepared.  I  fur- 
nished Colonel  Aubrey  with  a  uniform  for 
himself  as  an  officer. 

Bernard  Webb  Dryden :  1  have  been  for 
some  years  in  the  Navy.  Last  year  I  was 
cairying  on  business  as  a  commission 
agent  at  Liverpool.  A  steamer  called  the 
Vectis  arrived  there.  I  went  on  board, 
and  seeing  that  she  was  a  very  nice  craft, 
and  hearing  from  the  agent,  'Liberia  that 
jshe  was  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  insurgent 
Government  at  Sicily,  I  applied  by  letter 
to  Prince  OranateUi  and  Mr.  Scalia  for 
the  first  lieutenancy  or  the  command  of 
her.  I  followed  up  my  letter,  to  which  I 
received  no  answer,  and  came  to  London 
and  had  an  introduction  to  Signor  Scalia, 
and  I  presume  the  party  whom  I  never  did 
speak  to  was  the  Prince  OranateUi.  I 
repeated  to  them  the  substance  of  my 
letter,  that  I  wanted  service.  I  stated 
that  I  bad  served  in  seven  vessels  of  war, 
steam  frigates  (that  is  so),  and  was  with 
Lord  Keene  up  the  Indus  in  the  gun-boat 
service,  that  L  bad  been  eighteen  or  nine- 
teen years  at  sea,  and  felt  myself  fully 
qualitied  to  carry  a  vessel  into  action. 
Signor  Scalia  said  he  oould  give  me 
nothing  definite  in  the  way  of  an  answer 
then.  I  saw  him  afterwards  several  times. 
He  told  me  that  he  could  not  give  me  an 
answer  as  to  being  put  on  pay  until  they 
heard  from  their  emissary,  who  I  pre- 
sume was  Captain  Castellia,  who  had  gone 
over  for  funds.  I  had  no  positive  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  the  Bombay  from 
the  Prinoe  or  Signor  Scalia.  I  had  my 
information  fi'om  the  intended  commo- 
dore, Parker,  On  one  occasion  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  at  Brook  Street  to 
breakfast  with  the  Prince,  Signor  Scalia, 
and  Commodore  Parker,  but  nothing  took 
place  that  I  oould  takecotice  of  to  give  in 
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evidence.  Captain  Parker  and  myself 
were  in  the  habit  of  freely  talking  on  the 
subject  of  Sicily,  or  the  destination  of  the 
Bombay,  And  SignoT  Scalia  was  present; 
not  several  times,  only  on  that  one  occa- 
sion. I  heard  Signer  SeaXia  say  that 
the  Bombay  and  Vectia  were  going  oat  for 
the  purpose  of  being  war  steamers  against 
the  Neapolitans.  Signer  Scalia  did  not 
tell  me  tnat  Captain  Parker  was  to  be  com- 
modore. I  heard  that  from  Parker  him- 
self. Nothing  was  said  to  me  by  Signer 
Scalia  as  to  the  persons  who  were  to  be 
employed.  I  went  on  board  the  Bombay 
1  think  early  in  March.  I  saw  Mr.  WiU 
cojp,  jun.,  and  Captain  Moody  on  board.  I 
told  Captain  Moody  that  I  had  been  expect- 
ing an  engagement  to  go  ont  and  join  the 
insolvents  at  Palermo  since  November, 
and  I  wanted  for  the  sake  of  saving  ex- 

Sense  to  be  appointed  an  oflioer  of  the 
Bombay  Jijitil  such  time  as  I  got  out  there. 
1  told  him  that  I  had  been  so  long  with 
favourable  hopes  held  out  to  me  by 
Signer  Scalia  in  conjunction  with  Prince 
GranaieUij  and  he  had  always  given  me 
reat$on  to  suppose  I  should  go  out  in  the 
Bombay  as  the  Vectis  had  gone,  and  it  was 
to  be  hoped  that  I  should  not  be  kept 
hanging  on  any  longer,  but  should  have  a 
berth  at  once.  Captain  Moody  said,  **  If 
you  bring  a  note  from  Prince  Gra^iatelli 
to  me,  I  will  make  an  officership  for  you ; 
I  am  full  at  present.*' 

I  was  on  board  the  Bombay  more  than 
once.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  observ- 
ing the  way  in  which  she  was  fitted 
out.  She  was  decidedly  fitted  out  as 
a  vessel  of  war,  and  a  very  fine  one 
too.  There  is  a  great  difference  between 
a  merchant  vessel  and  a  vessel  of  war.  In 
the  first  place  she  had  masked  batteries 
for  swivel  guns — that  is  by  slipping  sun- 
dry bolts  out  of  the  bulwarks  you  have 
the  whole  surface  of  the  deck  for  the  play 
of  a  32-pounder,  or  28-pounder,  whichever 
it  may  be,  so  that  you  may  have  a  large 
swivel  gun.  She  also. had  circles  fitted 
for  fighting  guns,  and  also  holes  pierced 
for  fighting  bolts  or  oarronades  for  shot  or 
shell.  She  had  strengthening  knees  for 
fighting  guns  which  you  have  not  in  a 
merchant  vessel ;  they  are  to  sustain  the 
Weight  of  traversing  guns  to  save  the 
deck  from  being  weakened.  She  was  a 
venr  comfortable  ship  for  a  8ailor,  for  she 
had  everything  in  proper  man-of-war 
fashion,  hammocks,  battens,  and  all  the 
rest  of  it.  They  had  hammock  netting  I 
believe,  but  I  will  not  swear  to  that,  but 
hooks  for  slinging  hammocks ;  I  did  not 
observe  how  many.  I  saw  racks  for  small 
arms,  and  I  understood  there  was  a  maga- 
zine, but  I  did  not  see  it.  I  believe  there 
were  two  gallevs.  It  is  not  usual  for  a 
merchant  vessel  to  have  two,  and  there 


would  be  but  one  in  a  man-of-war  like  the 
Bombay  in  my  opinion  :  it  depends  on  the 
style  of  the  vessel ;  there  are  two  generally 
speaking. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F.  KeUy, 
Did  Prince  Ora/nateUi  say  anything  to 
you,  that  you  can  remember,  on  any  of 
these  subjects  P — No }  he  was  not  present 
when  the  converdation  took  place  about 
the  flteamers.  The  vessel  was  so  con- 
structed that  it  would  receive  swivel  gnus. 
There  were  none  actually  put  on  board  to 
my  knowledge.  I  saw  no  arms  at  all  on 
board,  nor  any  armament  or  furniture  for 
the  purposes  of  war.  I  think  I  first  saw 
the  vessel  in  the  latter  part  of  January. 
I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Company's  steamers.  I  am 
aware  that  the  Government  mail-packets 
are  constructed  to  receive  at  least  four 
guns  of  the  largest  size,  large  swivel  guns 
such  as  I  have  described.  I  was  never 
actually  engaged  for  the  Bombay,  1  ap- 
plied repeatedly,  but  never  got  a  definite 
answer  one  way  or  the  other.  I  was  last 
on  board  the  Bombay  I  believe  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  day  the  men  were  paid 
their  advance  notes,  and  I  believe  she  was 
to  start  next  morning ;  that  was  early  in 
March,  I  think.  At  that  time  she  had 
not,  to  my  knowledge,  received  any  arma- 
ment, or  arms  of  any  description  on  board. 
I  have  no  idea  what  number  of  men  were 
on  board  at  that  time.  I  saw  but  yery 
few ;  not  mure  than  half-a-dozen,  for  they 
were  ashore  getting  their  notes  changed. 
I  cannot  tell  how  many  hammocks  there 
were. 

Be-examined  by  Sir  J^.  Theaiger. 
Yon  have  been  asked  whether  you 
know  the  Qovernment  mail  steamers  :  are 
those  what  you  call  war  steamers? — 
No ;  there  are  two  distinct  classes.  One 
i3  a  proper  man-of-war,  and  the  others 
may  be  made  either  a  man-of-war  or 
a  merchant  vessel.  I  have  never  neen 
one  of  the  mail-packets  with  circles; 
but  they  might  be  made  capable  of  fight- 
ing broadside  guns.  The  Bombay  had  no 
guns  on  board,  but  she  was  fitted  up  to 
fight  her  way  anywhere.  In  about  six 
hours  you  might  launch  the  guns,  and 
have  everything  necessary  to  nt  her  for 
action. 

David  Henry  Watson ;  I  am  one  of  the 
surveyors,  outwards,  of  the  Customs.  I 
know  the  Bombay  and  Captain  Moody,  I 
have  frequently  been  on  board.  The  first 
time  Was  on  Thursday,  15th  March,  and 
repeatedly  since.  She  was  decidedly 
equipped  as  a  vessel  of  war.  She  was 
equipped  as  a  war  steamer,  both  fore 
and  aft;  there  wera  braes  sweeps  or 
circles  for  one  gun  forward  ana  one 
aft;   I  should  say  for  68-pounder8^  and 
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underneath  each  of  those  circles  are 
heams  supported  by  pillars  and  other 
strengiheuing  fastenings,  capable  of  sap- 
porting  sucli  heavy  weight.  To  enable 
these  gnns  to  be  nsed  effectively  it  is 
necessary  that  the  bulwarks  should  fall 
down  to  enable  the  guns  to  fire  over  them. 
That  was  so  in  this  vessel.  On  ench  side 
there  are  four  racks  with  the  requisite 
fittings  of  fighting  bolts  and  rings,  and 
bolts  for  working  heavy  carronade-guns. 
Below,  I  saw  racks  for  musketry,  pistolq, 
cutlasses,  and  boarding-pikes,  such  as  are 
found  in  all  war-steamers,  to  tlie  extent  of 
four  times  the  amount  of  what  woul4  be 
required  for  the  ordinary  crew  of  a  mer- 
chant steamer  of  that  size.  I  also  saw 
hooks  in  the  beams  for  the  berthing  or 
sleeping  of  two  hundred  seamen.  I  also 
saw  where  the  magazine  whs,  but  I  did  not 
enter  it.  The  chief  officer  told  me  it 
was  ihe  magazine ;  Captain  Moody  did 
not.  My  impression  is  that  she  had  two 
galleys,  but  I  think  she  would  have  had 
the  same  amount  of  galley-room  as  a 
packet  steamer.  I  saw  holes  pierced  in  her 
for  6ghting  bolts  or  carronaues  for  small 
bhot.  She  was  not  fitted  up  as  any  mer- 
chant steamer  would  be,  however  large,  if 
intended  for  peaceable  purposes.  It  is 
decidedly  weakening  a  vessel  to  cut  down 
her  bulwarks ;  that  is  a  matter  of  necessity, 
and  for  war  alone.  It  is  not  usual  for 
Government  mail-packets  to  have  falling 
bulwarks  or  circles  for  68-pounders.  They 
are  so  constructed  as  to  be  capable  of 
having  guns  if  called  on  to  do  so.  but  they 
would  not  be  perforated  in  that  way,  and 
fitted  with  the  requirement  for  warfare,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  events. 

I  took  possession  of  the  Bombay  on  Fri- 
day, IGih  March ;  she  was  at  the  Black- 
wall-buoy,  and  Captain  Moody  w&s  in  com- 
mand of  her.  Her  steam  was  up,  and,  if  I 
had  been  ten  minutes  later,  I  should  not 
have  got  her  There  were  no  guns  on  board 
that  I  am  aware  of.  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  her  crew  on  the  previous  day 
when  they  were  shipping.  She  had  what 
I  should  call  a  fine  fair  crew,  not  for  war 
purffoses.  She  had  somewhat  short  of 
sixty  hands.  I  retained  possession  of  her 
seven  weeks,  and  gave  ber  up  on  the 
4lh  May,  in  consequence  of  orders  from 
the  Treasury,  (a) 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F,  Kelly, 

By  whose  orders  did  you  seize  her  P — The 
Commiftsioners  of  Customs.    X  had  taken 


(a)  The  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  afterwards 
took  proceedings  to  obtain  possession  of  the 
Bombay,  as  having  been  purchased  with  funds 
belongioff  to  the  Neapolitan  government :  King 
of  Two  Sicilif  v.  WiUcox,  below  p.  1049. 


part  in  the  previous  proceedings  ;  in  fact, 
it  was  in  a  great  measure  from  my  repre- 
sentation that  she  was  seized.  I  did  not 
derive  my  first  information  from  Colonel 
Aubrey;  I  knew  it  a  week  before  I  saw 
him.  I  had  my  eye  on  her,  and  watched 
her  proceedings  for  some  time.  I  put 
myself  originally  in  morion  upon  it,  and 
subsequently  collected  such  evidence  as  I 
could  ;  each  day  strengthened  my  evidence- 
Several  persons  gave  me  information 
from  time  to  time  ;  subsequently  other  in- 
formations were  laid  quite  independently 
of  mo.  I  laid  the  official  informations 
before  the  Commissioners  of  Cnstotrs, 
that  there  were  certain  things  going  on, 
and  in  consequence  I  received  certain- la- 
structions.  I  incized  her  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  a  violation  of  this  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. That  was,  I  presume,  communicated 
to  the  Gk»vernment.  I  received  my  in- 
structions to  release  her  from  the  Com- 
missioners of  Customs,  but  1  believe  they 
came  from  the  Treasury.  I  should  say  the 
strengthening  of  the  vessel  was  such  as 
was  nf'ces.-ary  if  in  its  original  construc- 
tion it  was  contemplated  that  guns  of  a 
large  calibre  should  be  put  on  board  and 
UHcd.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge 
that  every  ves.«el  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steam  Navigation  Company  is 
built  so  as  io  be  capable  of  taking  and 
working?  fnor  guns  o!  the  largest  calibre  ; 
I  believe  it  to  be  so.  As  this  vessel  was 
originally  constructed,  I  should  say  she 
would  be  capable  of  carrying  a  hundred 
and  fifty  passengers  besides  the  crew  of 
sixty;  but  the  deck  has  been  altered,  ard 
I  should  say  she  could  not  now  carry  forty 
passengers.  Of  my  own  knowledge  I  do 
not  know  of  any  guns  being  on  board. 
She  was  just  about  to  sail  when  I  seized 
her. 

Cross-examined  by  Martin, 

I  think  you  have  said  that  you  had  had 
your  eye  on  this  vessel  for  some  time? — 
Yos,  some  weeks.  The  first  person  I  saw 
connected  with  the  Neapolitan  embassy 
was,  I  think,  Mr.  Finch,  clerk  to  Messrs. 
While  and  BroughUm,  the  attorney  s  for  the 
prosecution.  1  should  say  that  was  either 
at  the  end  of  February  or  beginning  of 
March.  He  came  to  me;  it  was  full 
sixteen  days  before  the  seizure.  I  had 
paid  attention  to  the  vesbcl  two  or 
three  weeks  previous  to  that.  I  saw  liim 
several  times  before  the  seizure.  I  have 
not  received  anything  for  my  services,  nor 
any  promise  of  anything.  I  am  31.  or  47. 
out  of  pocket.  I  do  not  expect  to  receive 
anything.  I  am  not  aware  whether  the  law 
gives  me  anything.  Of  course  I  expect 
what  the  law  gives  me.  I  do  not  expect 
to  receive  any  compensation  for  my  ser- 
vices in  this  matter. 
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Be-exfimiQed  by  Sir  F,  Thea'^fet. 
T  believe  Mr.  Finch  was  collecting: 
evidonce  on  the  suiiject  of  thii  vesBel 
when  he  came  to  you  P— He  was,  and  he 
obtained  my  evidence;  at  least  be  came 
to  give  me  certain  informal  ion  in  re- 
gard to  the  Bombay.  I  have  been  on 
board  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam 
Gompiiny*s  yes^els.  I  think  I  have  seen 
most  of  them.  X  h^ve  never  seen  any 
of  them  fitted  up  with  circles  for  traversing 
euns.  I  never  looked  to  see  whether  they 
had  strengthening  knees  until  my  atten- 
tion was  called  to  this.  I  have  understood 
that  the  soantling  of  these  vessi^Is  is 
sufficiently  strong  to  enable  them  to  be 
fitted  up  as  war-steamers.  I  never  saw 
the  contract,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  general 
notoriety  that  they  are  to  be  built  with  a 
certain  scantling. 

^iday,  July  6th,  • 
William  Smith  Allen:  I  am  a  joiner, 
and  have  been  engaged  in  the  business 
nearly  all  my  life.  I  was  employed  by 
Mr.  Gear,  the  foreman  to  Mr.  Pitdker, 
somewhere  about  liist  October,  to  work  on 
board  the  Bombay.  I  continued  to  work 
At  her  till  sometime  in  February,  I  think. 
She  was  lying  in  the  Bast  India  outward- 
bouni]  dock.  There  were  other  persons 
employed  at  the  pame  time  in  doinff  work 
on  btiftrd.  There  was  a  person  on  board 
who  gave  order<t  what  was  to  be  done.  I 
do  not  know  who  he  was.  They  used  to 
call  him  the  colonel.  He  was  a  short, 
darkish  man  $  I  never  heard  his  name. 
The  vessel  was  fitted  up  in  a  very  splendid 
manner.  I  should  say  it  wafl  more  liko  a 
ship-of-war  than  a  merchiint-vessel.  I 
never  saw  a  merchant* vessel  fitted  up  like 
her.  She  was  mnch  stronger  than  any 
boat  I  had  ever  been  on  board  before.  J 
know  the  maiUbo^ts ;  I  Bhould  think  thev 
have  above  one  hundred  cabins  on  board. 
I  do  not  think  there  were  twenty  on  board 
the  Bontbay,  There  was  metal  down  on 
the  dock  for  the  traversing  ot  the  guns, 
and  there  were  fresh  c-arlins  fore  and  aft. 
Carlins  are  pieces  of  timber  put  in  between 
the  beams  to  strengthen  and  support  the 
deck  wh^re  the  guns  traverse.    They  were 

5a t  in  very  near  the  finish  of  the  job  about 
tfnuary.  I  should  say  the  metal  circles 
were  put  down  about  the  same  time 
There  was  a  magazine  down  on  the  orlop 
deck.  It  was  fitted  up  wit^  shelves  to 
pat  anything  on,  and  I  saw  a  tin  oanister 
of  some  kind  there.  1  did  not  have  much 
to  do  with  that  part  of  the  work.  It 
appeared  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  fitting 
into  the  racks.  There  were  racks  for 
muskets  and  swords,  but  I  did  not  see 
them  fixed.  I  was  never  down  in  the 
aiinoary^    There  was  a  door  leading  into 


the  powder-magazine.  When  that  door 
was  clo'sed,  it  seemed  all  fair  tojrether.  I 
should  say  people  could  oljserve  that  there 
was  a  door  there.  It  was  a  common  do'^r ; 
it  slid  up  to  let  the  light  in.  I  was  never 
in  that  part  but  once ;  my  work  lay  more 
in  the  cabins. 

Cross^exapiinod  by  Sir  F.  KeUjf. 

Mr.  PiUher  is  a  large  ship^builder,  is  he 
not  P-1-Yes,  he  builds  ships  for  the  Penin- 
sular Company.  I  do  not  think  that  the. 
dark^looking  gentleman  who  gave  direo- 
tions  about  the  work  was  either  of  the 
defendants.  What  I  have  been  talking 
about  applies  to  the  Bombay,  and  not  to 
the  Gcmges.  I  mean  there  were  carlins  in 
the  Bombay.  I  was  on  board  the  Ganges. 
1  never  saw  any  (*arlin8  put  into  the 
Ganges  after  she  was  originally  con- 
structed. I  know  they  were  put  into  the 
Bombay  at  the  time  I  speak  of,  because  I 
let  pieces  in  to  make  good  the  beamrt 
afterwards.  They  were  in  the  after-cabin. 
I  think  I  finished  working  at  her  about 
the  middle  of  Febrnary. 

Thomas  Rhodes  t  In  Marph  last  I  was  at 
Liverpool,  looking  out  for  a  berth,  Captain 
Moody  examined  my  papers,  my  discharge, 
and  register-ticket,  and  I  was  admirteoaff 
a  merchant  seaman  on  board  the  V^tis^ 
X  saw  Captain  Moody  on  board  the  ship ; 
he  was  the  master  of  her.  I  ^ign^d  tb^ 
ship's  articles.  J  understood  we  wer^ 
going  to  the  Mediterranean.  Captain 
Moody  handed  mj  papf^rs  to  Captain 
Bingham,  and  I  sailed  under  him.  Th9 
ship's  articles  were  read,  I  think,  by 
Captain  Gaw^on,  as  I  understood  his  nam^ 
was.  There  were  two  Sicilian  officers  ou 
board ;  one  was  named  Castellia,  and  th9 
other's  name  I  never  knew.  The  crew  con* 
sisted  of  about  thirty-five.  We  sailed  on  » 
Saturday  morning  in  March,  two  or  three 
days  after  I  saw  Captain  Moody*  We  first 
put  into  Lisbon,  fts  the  engines  wanted 
some  repairs.  We  stayed  there  three  pr 
four  days,  and  weat  next  to  Gibraltar, 
where  we  stayed  sever^U  days.  We  bad  * 
little  cargo  to  put  on  boivrd  the  Fortune, 
and  X  understood  we  were  waiting  for 
Captain  Moody  to  pome  out  iu  the  BQnibq^y 
to  meet  us*  Captain  Moody  did  not  sajr 
anything  while  I  w»s  on  board  the  Yectis 
on  the  subject  of  the  Bombay.  To  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  OasteUia  was  tio  be  cap- 
tain. He  took  the  command  out  of 
Captain  BinglMm*s  hands;  sometimes 
altering  the  courses.  He  seemed  to  me 
to  have  the  superior  oommand,  and  hegave 
directions  to  Captain  Bingham.  From 
Gibraltar  we  went  direct  lor  Sicily.  We 
did  not  touch  at  Malt* ;  we  laid  off  Filler- 
rao.  We  lowered  the  life-boat  there  to 
see  whether  Palermo  was  blockaded,  and  . 
Captain  GasteUia  went  away  in  her,  and 
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went  on  board  another  Teasel.  When  he 
came  back  we  pat  the  vessel  round  and  ran 
for  Trapani.  A  lot  of  Sicilians  came  on 
board  there ;  the  vessel  was  very  near 
sunk  with  them.  •  They  were  people  of  all 
dcBcriptions,  from  the  priest  to  the  pauper. 
They  brought  a  flag  with  them  of  these 
coloars  (reS,  white,  and  green),  and  I  saw 
things  like  these,  with  three  legs  and  a 
head  in  the  centre.  It  was  brought  into 
the  forecastle,  and  shown  me  by  a  man 
named  Nicholls.  We  anchored  at  Trapani, 
and  afterwards  slipped  the  anchor  and  ran 
for  Palermo.  As  we  were  rounding  the 
point  to  get  into  Palermo,  we  fell  in  with 
a  small  steamer,  and  we  hoisted  the 
Sicilian  coloirs  at  the  peak  or  gaff.  The 
company's  flag  is  a  private  signal,  in  the 
shape  of  a  diatnond.  Before  we  got  into 
Palermo  that  signal  was  •  doused  and 
another  hoisted.  We  went  into  the  mole, 
and  next  day  all  of  us  were  landed  at  the 
castle  by  Captain  CastelUa.  I  was  after- 
wards put  on  board  the  PhUlippe  Auguate 
and  bent  to  Syracuse ;  •  from  thence  to 
Malta,  and  came  home. 

OroBs-examined  by  Sir  F.  Kelly, 
You  were  engaged  to  go  to  some  port  in 
the  Mediterranean  P — Yes,  and  then  to  get 
another  ship  if  I  could,  and  if  not  I  was  to 
be  brought  to  England  in  one  of  the 
Peninsular  Company's  vessels.  1  was  an 
able  seaman.  We  were  to  have  hi.  for  two 
months  if  we  CRmo  home  at  the  Company's 
expense,  and  7Z.  10«.  if  we  found  a  ship 
ourselves.  I  entered  into  a  contract  in 
writing.  Th^^i^it  (produced).  There  was 
no  ship  belonging  to  the  Peninsular  Com- 

fany  at  Palermo  when  we  landed  there, 
came  home  from  Malta  in  the  Indue, 
which  is  one  of  the  Company's  vessels.  I 
arrived  in  England  on  23rd  May.  I  have 
bad  my  wages,  but  have  not  been  paid  for 
the  four  or  five  days  that  I  was  starving 
at  Malta.  I  communicated  with  the  per- 
sons engaged  for  this  prosecution  the 
instant  I  saw  it  in  the  paper.  I  came  up 
to  London  on  purpose.  I  applied  to  them 
and  bfiered  to  give  evidence.  I  am  to  be 
paid  the  same  as  if  1  was  at  sea.  I  am 
paid  22.  10«.  a  month,  and  16«.  a  week  for 
my  board-wages,  from  the  time  I  went  to 
give  evidence.    That  is  continuing  now. 

Ee-examined  by  Sir  F.  Thesiger. 

What  are  your  ordinary  wages  as  an 
able  seaman.?— 2Z.  108.,  22.,  and  21.  Be., 
and  my  rations.  Inhere  were  two  passen- 
gers on  board  the  Vectie,  Captain  Oaetellia 
and  another  dark  man.  They  were  both 
Sicilians ;  no  others. 

Charles  M*Culloch:    1  have  been  em- 

f  loved  as  a  stoker  on  board  steam  vessels, 
n  March  last  1  was  at  Liverpool.  1  saw 
Captain  Mood/y  there,  and  applied  to  him 
fur  a  berth.     He  said  he  had  no  charge  of 


the  ship  Vectie  at  all,  and  told  me  I  must 
go  to  the  engineer.  1  did  so.  The  engi- 
neer engaged  me,  and  1  was  afterwards  on 
board  when  the  ship's  articles  were  read. 
I  think  Captain  Moody  was  present,  but  £ 
cannot  swear  what  the  articles  expressed ; 
I  was  not  in  a  state  at  the  time  to  say.  1 
was  tfi^ing  my  farewell  of  England,  and  £ 
was  not  sober.  I  did  not  hear  Captain 
Moody,  or  anybody  iu  his  presence,  say 
anything  about  the  Bombay  following  the 
Vectie.  I  went  out  with  her,  and  came 
home  with  the  rest  of  the  men  in  the 
Indus,  and  was  paid  o£E  at  Southampton. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F.  Kelly. 

I  suppose  you  are  to  be  paid  like  the 
restP — I  expect  it.  1  suppose  it  comes  to 
a  good  trifle  now.  I  have  been  paid,  when 
I  returned  from  a  voyage,  at  the  rate  of 
41.  a  month,  and  Zl.  bs.  and  SZ.  108. :  that 
does  not  include  my  expenses.  1  have  had 
my  board.  It  is  five  or  six  weeks  ago  that 
I  first  saw  anybody  about  giving  evidence 
here.  1  have  never  asked  for  any  pay  for 
that,  and  have  never  been  promised  any- 
thing. 

Richard  Potter:  1  was  quarter-master 
on  board  the  Vectis.  I  was  engaged  by 
Captain  Moody,  and  went  on  board  at 
Liverpool.  I  remember  the  ship's  articles 
being  read  before  the  vessel  scdled.  Cap- 
tain Moody  was  present  at  the  time,  and 
Captain  Bingham  and  Captain  Gawson, 
Castellia  was  noi  there.  Captain  Moody 
did  not,  to  my  knowledge,  say  anything 
about  the  Bombay.  The  Vectis  was  fitted 
up  with  circles  on  deck  to  mount  two 
large  swivel  guns.  There  were  very  strong 
beams  across,  underneath  the  circles. 
There  was  a  magazine.  I  never  saw  any 
armour  in  the  racks  on  board.  My  duty 
was  to  steer  the  vessel.  The  quarter- 
master does  not  have  charge  of  the  arms. 
I  had  charge  of  the  lamps,  and  everything 
that  way.  After  we  left  England,  Cap- 
tain Bingham  took  the  command  of  her 
till  after  we  left  Gibraltar.  Captain 
Castellia  interfered  several  times  in  alter- 
ing the  courses  after  we  left  there,  but 
not  before.  We  could  not  tell  exactly 
who  then  was  in  command.  We  went  to 
Sicily,  and  were  pretty  well  up  to  Palermo 
when  we  bore  away  again  for  Trapani, 
and  stopped  there  that  night.  There 
was  one  Sicilian  man-of-war  sailing  vessel 
there.  Ten  or  a  dozen  of  the  crew  of  the 
vessel,  withjthe  boatswain,  came  on  board 
the  Vectie  m  the  morning  to  assist  in 
heaving  the  anchor  up,  but  we  were 
forced  to  slip  the  cable  and  ran*  for 
Palermo.  A  Sicilian  steamer  came  out  of 
Palermo.  We  had  English  colours  up  at 
that  time,  but  they  were  hauled  down, 
and  the  Sicilian  flag  hoisted.  Captain 
Castellia  spoke  to  the  officers  on  board  tho 
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Sicilian  yessel,  and  after  that  we  ran  into 
the  mole  and  came  to  moorings.  On 
Friday  morning  I  was  sent  ashore  to  the 
castle.  There  were  two  other  steamers  in 
the  harhoar  with  the  Sicilian  flag.  1  left 
for  Malta  in  the  French  steamed,  and 
came  home  in  the  Indus, 

Cross-examined  by  Chamhei's. 

Was  it  blowing  bard  when  the  men 
came  on  board  to  assist  in  getting  up  the 
anchor  P — Yes  ;  it  had  been  agreed  the 
night  before  that  they  should  come  on 
board.  "We  conld  have  got  up  the  anchor 
without  their  help.  They  went  with  us 
in  the  Vectis  to  Palermo. 

Oiroloino  Binondo  (throtbgh  an  inter ^ 
preter) :  1  am  a  native  of  Palermo.  In 
the  latter  end  of  January  or  February  I 
went  to  Brook  Street,  to  the  Prince  Cfro' 
natelli,  to  apply  to  him  to  give  me  direc- 
tions how  to  go  back  to  Sicily.  I  was  a 
stranger  in  this  country.  The  Prince 
asked  where  I  came  from ;  I  told  him 
from  Palermo.  He  asked  if  I  liked  to  go 
to  Sicily,  as  1  knew  there  was  a  revolution 
there ;  I  said,  **  Yes."  He  said,  '*  If  you 
like  to  go  to  Sicily,  here  is  a  steamboat 
here  named  the  Boniba/y,  lying;  at  Black- 
wall  ;  the  captain  is  an  English  captain, 
named  Captain  Moody ;  there  is  a  person 
named  B^Amico  on  board,  who  is  some- 
thing in  command  ** ;  that  she  was  going 
to  Palermo  against  the  Neapolitan  Govern- 
ment ;  that  she  was  going  from  here  to 
Gibraltar,  from  Gibraltar  to  Malta,  and 
from  Malta  to  Palermo.  He  said,  "  You 
are  a  young  man,  and  if  you  go  in  the 
Bombay^  you  will  be  in  service  at  twelve 
dollars  a  month,  victuals  and  clothes."  I 
told  him  yes,  and  he  gave  me  directions 
to  go  to  Blackwall  to  the  Bombay,  and 
speak  to  the  captain,  and  said,  "  Mr. 
D'Amico  will  be  here  to-morrow,  and  I 
will  give  him  instructions.**  He  gave  me 
this  card  {produced),  and  told  me  to  go  and 
gee  Captain  CaateUm,  and  bear  what  he 
said.  He  said,  **  You  are  a  young  man ; 
I  know  a  man  that  is  ju  Sicily  now,  who 
has  behaved  very  well,  and  got  promoted  ; 
and  if  you  do  the  same,  you  will  be  pro- 
moted yourself."  I  went  to  Garrard 
Street,  and  saw  Captain  Castellia,  who 
said,  **  There  is  another  steamer  at  Liver- 
pool ;  you  may  either  go  with  me  in  her 
or  in  the  Bombay"  (the  Prince  had  told 
me  Castellia  was  the  captain  of  the  steamer 
at  Liverpool) ;  that  the  terms  were  twelve 
dollars  a  month,  victuals  and  clothes,  and 
that  the  vessels  ^ere  to  go  against  tlie 
Neapolitan  Government.  I  went  on  board 
the  Bombay  in  the  basin  at  Blackwall. 
Captain  Moody  had  the  command. 
JJ'Amico  was  on  board,  and  said,  "Are 
you  a  Sicilian  P  **  I  said,  **  Yes  " }  "  Who 
Bent  you  hereP'*    **  The  Prince  Qranor 


telll;"  "Well,  I  will  speak  to  Captain 
Moody  about  you."  Captain  Moody  asked 
me  if  I  should  like  to  be  the  steerer  of 
the  ship;  I  said,  ** Yes."  He  said  the 
wages  I  was  to  have  were  twelve  dollars  a 
month,  and  if  I  came  in  the  course  of  the 
week  he  would  let  me  know  more.  Cap- 
tain D* Arnica  said,  *'  You  are  a  young  man ; 
courage,  we  must  try  not  to  die;  courage, 
we  must  go  forward,  and  if  we  die,  our 
friends  will  be  loft  aftei^wards ;  you  come 
the  day  after  to-morrow ;  we  shall  go  to  try 
the  steamer  at  Gravesend."  I  went  on 
board  at  Blackwall  on  the  day  after  the 
morrow,  when  she  was  tried.  The  Prince 
and  Moody  were  on  board.  I  do  not  know 
Signer  Scalia.  There  was  a  pilot  on 
board,  and  Captain  Moody  commanded 
the  men.  She  went  to  Gravesend,  and 
came  back  at  about  five  o'clock  to  Black- 
wall.  I  had  been  on  board  seven  or  eight 
times  before  that.  ITie  circles  for  the 
swivels  were  laid  down ;  there  was  only 
one  piece  wanted.  After  the  trial  trip 
Captains  D'Amico  and  Moody  told  me  re- 
peatedly to  come  to-morrow  and  the  day 
after  to-morrow.  D'Amico  afterwards 
refused  to  receive  me.  They  suspected 
something  of  me.  I  went  on  board,  and 
he  said,  **  What  are  you  come  here  forP 
go  ashore :  I  don*t  want  to  have  anything 
more  to  do  with  you." 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F-  Kelly. 
What  was  yonr  line  of  life  before  you 
went  to  Prince  GranaieUi*s  ? — A  sailor ;  I 
had  been  shipwrecked.  I  was  in  necessity 
at  the  time,  but  not  so  much.  I  told  my 
necessity  to  the  Prince.  I  had  been  to 
the  Neapolitan  Consul  and  asked  for  as- 
sistance, and  he  said,  '*  I  can  do  nothing 
for  you,  because  you  are  not  under  our 
fla^,  because  we  aie  not  peaceable  with 
Sicily,"  and  told  mo  to  go  to  Prince  Or^^ 
naielU,  that  he  was  tho  person  who  won  id 
do  for  the  Sicilians.  1  did  not  tell  the 
Neapolitan  Consul  what  had  passed  be- 
tween me  and  Prince  Qranaielli.  I  saw 
Mr.  CastelUa  three  or  four  times.  I  did 
not  confess  to  him  that  the  Neapolitan 
Consul  was  to  pay  me  a  sum  of  money  if 
I  could  get  an  engagement  on  board  the 
Bombay;  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  told 
me  here  yesterday  that  if  I  did  not  come 
to  the  Court  he  would  give  me  lOOi.  or 
200^  On  my  oath  Prince  Granatelli  was 
on  board  the  ship  on  the  trial  trip;  I 
spoke  to  him.  1  know  him,  and  have 
8een  him  and  spoken  to  him.  That  is 
him  (touching  Signor  Scalia).  Captuin 
Moody  entered  into  an  engagement  with 
me  to  employ  me  on  board  the  vessel. 

Cross-examined  by  Chamhers. 
Do  you  understand  meP — Me    under- 
stand very  well  on  board  ship.     If  I  was 
ou  board  ship  I  should  understand  that 
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gentleman  (Sir  F,  Kelly).  I  cannot 
talk  Knglinh  very  well.  I  talk  £ug- 
lihh  in  my  bnsincBs,  bnt  no  more.  The 
name  of  the  Consul  for  Naples  is  Oillone; 
he  did  not  give  me  any  money.  X  only 
went  to  him  one  time.  X  have  got  14f .  a 
a  week  from  Signor  Bianca  (Mr.  White j 
since  X  was  turned  out  of  the  Bomhay.  X 
went  to  him  in  February.  X  was  i»ot  see- 
ing him  from  day  to  day  while  going  on 
board  the  Bombay  to  get  employed.  X 
have  been  sworn  to-day  aooording  to  the 
form  of  my  country.  X  have  not  said 
that  X  have  told  one  story  and  must  stiok 
to  it,  or  X  should  be  tent  to  the  galleys.  X 
have  not  said  that  the  Neapolitan  Consul 
told  me  so.  Xf  a  person  does  not  tell  the 
truth  be  will  suffer  for  it.  X  last  sailed  in 
the  AugtLtia  Jane  twelve  month8  ago  next 
September.  Before  that  X  wus  in  the 
Fumk,  an  KngUsh  vessel,  at  Plymouth. 
X  have  sailed  two  years  in  an  English 
ve>8el  8ince  X  left  Palermo ;  the  last  was 
wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  the  Island 
of  St.  Vincent,  in  September.  X  came  to 
England  in  the  Fumk,  or  Sntole§.  Before 
February  X  was  in  a  Neapolitan  vessel, 
the  Carglia;  X  lett  her  at  the  XiOndon 
Docks.  X  was  paid  by  having  my  passage 
to  England.  X  have  been  on  board  the 
Vinia,  a  Sicilian  vessel;  that  was  two 
years  ago.  I  left  her  at  Xaverpool.  I 
deserted  from  her.  If  X  had  gone  back  to 
bicily.  X  should  not  have  been  punished  as 
a  deserter,  because  there  was  a  revolution 
there.  X  told  the  Neapolitan  Consul  X 
was  a  shipwrecked  sailor  in  great  dis- 
tress, but  aid  not  ask  charity.  I  said  the 
same  to  the  person  I  have  called  Prince 
Granatelli ;  he  gave  me  10«.  X  signed  no 
articles  for  the  Bomba/y. 

Re-examined  by  Sir  F*  TheHger, 
Did  you  always  believe  the  gentleman 
you  touched  was  Prince  Oranatelli  f— Yes ; 
all  the  conversations  that  L  said  X  had  with 
him  apply  to  that  gentleman.  The  card 
was  given  me  by  him.  Captain  CoMtsllia 
is  in  Court ;  that  is  him  {pointing  him  out.) 

Giovani  Cheerup  {through  an  interpreter) : 
I  am  a  Maltese.  I  applied  to  B^Amico  for 
a  berth  as  cook  on  board  the  Bombay  at 
Black  wall.  He  said  he  would  spe.ik  to 
Captain  Moody  about  me.  He  said  the 
vessel  belonged  to  Sicily,  and  that  she  was 
for  Palermo,  to  go  against  the  King  of 
Naples.  He  said,  **Xf  you  come  to- 
morrow you  will  see  Captain  Moody,  and 
he  will  give  you  an  answer."  X  went 
next  day,  and  saw  Captain  Moody. 
VAmico  was  there  also.  Captain  Moody 
asked  me  whether  X  was  a  Maltese ;  X  said, 
**Yes."  He  said,  "Hare  you  ever  been 
aboard  a  man-of-war  before?''  I  said, 
**  Yes,  X  have.'*  Ho  asked  me  if  X  had 
got  any  oertificates  where  X  had  been ;  X 


showed  him  my  certificates.  He  asked 
what  wages  X  wanted )  1  t>aid,  il.  He 
said  the  Sicilian  Grov^rnment  could  not 
give  more  than  42, ;  X  said  X  wonld  accept 
4/.  X  went  on  board  five,  six,  or  eight 
times:  X  wa4  on  board  when  she  went  to 
Grave^end.  X  saw  two  circles  laid  down 
on  the  deck  for  g^ns  to  be  worked  on ; 
one  was  put  forward  and  the  other  aft. 
That  was  done  about  two  weeks  before 
the  vessel  was  taken  to  Gravesend. 
Captain  Moody,  D'Amieo,  and  the  men 
who  did  the  work  were  on  board  at  the 
tima  They  had  a  model  of  a  gun  on 
board  at  that  time,  to  see  how  it  would 
act  on  the  circle.  Captain  Moody  met  me 
on  the  pier  at  BlackwaU,  and  asked  me 
whether  X  knew  any  other  Maltese  or 
foreigners  that  would  take  service  on 
boav*a.  X  went  next  moniing  with  some 
men,  and  asked  Captain  Moody  if  he 
wanted  some  men  ;  he  said  no,  he  did  not 
want  me  uor  any  men.  Thia  vessel  wai 
fitted  up  as  a  mau*>of-war. 

Cross-examined  by  Ohamber$. 
What  man-of-war  did  you  ever  serve  o» 
board  P  Answer  me.  You  spoke  English 
very  well  at  the  Police  Court  — Not  much* 
X  speak  a  word  in  the  kitchen,  no  more. 
X  have  served  on  board  English  men-of^ 
war  for  twelve  years  The  Sophia,  the 
Cwrysford,  the  Sfiwke  brig,  and  the  BeUf^- 
dere  Irigate,  and  X  have  been  in  Knglish 
merchant  vessels  as  well.  X  do  not  know 
when  X  first  mentioned  that  Captain 
Moody  asked  me  if  X  had  served  on  boiurxi 
a  roan-oUwar.  He  asked  me  for  my  oerv 
tificate^  X  showed  them  to  him,  and  than 
he  said,  *'  X  ►ee  you  have  served  on  board  a 
man-of-war.*'  Before  X  took  the  men  to 
Captain  Moody,  I  had  not  seen  Mr.  Whiie 
or  the  Neapolitan  Consul.  X  went  the 
evening  before  to  different  placed  to  get 
these  men.  X  did  not  know  them  at  all. 
1  get  X4«.  a  week  now  from  Mr.  Whits. 
1  have  lad  th^t  ever  since  Captain  Moody 
dischai  gi  d  me.  X  found  a  person  to  take 
me  to  Mr.  White;  that  is  the  perM)n 
{pointing  to  a  pei'son  in  Court),  1  do  not 
know  his  name,  X  never  knew  him  before. 
He  found  me  out  at  BlackwaU  after  Cap* 
tain  Moody  sent  me  away.  X  told  him 
thin,  and  he  said,  "  Well.oome  along  with 
me,  let  us  ^ee  one  gentleman,  that  is  Mr. 
White.*'  That  gentleman  had  not  told 
me  to  fetch  the  men  and  take  them  to 
Captain  Moody.  X  saw  that  gfntleman 
the  same  morning  Cai>t»in  Mo  dy  disr 
charged  me,  about  au  hour  and  a  half 
after,  at  the  back  ol  BlackwaU  Gate.  No 
ono  was  with  him.  He  spoke  to  me  in 
i)ii>flish.  X  do  not  know  what  he  is.  X  am 
receiving  something  weekly  now.  Captain 
Moody  spoke  to  me  in  English,  he  doe« 
not  speak  Xtalian. 
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Re  •examined  by  B'>dhin. 

Before  you  produced  yonr  certificateB  to 
Captain  ifoody  did  be  ask  yon  anytbing 
aboat  having  served  on  board  a  man-of- 
war  P — Yes.  1  do  not  see  the  person  in 
Conrt  novf  that  took  ine  to  Mr.  White. 

GharleB  Augustus  Ferguson :  I  am  a  xnast 
and  block  maker,  nnd  a  gun-carriage 
mauafactarer.  I  know  Captain  D*Amico. 
1  was  present  in  January  last  when  my 
brother  took  an  order  from  him  for  four 
gun-carriages  for  four  long  68-pounders. 
1  have  seen  D'Amico  several  times  on  my 
premises.  He  is  a  man  of  about  five  feet 
seven  inches,  a  dark,  handdome-looking, 
gentlemanly  toan.  The  carriages  were 
supplied  ft-om  our  place ;  my  brother 
superintended  everything.  1  do  not  know 
where  they  went  to.  At  the  time 
D^Amico  gave  the  orders,  he  said  two  of 
them  were  for  the  Bombay^  and  two  for 
the  Veetis,    My  brother  is  not  here. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F.  Kelly, 
1  presnme  you  have  no  knowledge  at 
all  that  these  guns  were  ever  put  on  board 
the  Bombay  or  the  FeciwP— No,  not  at 
all ;  they  never  were  to  my  knowledge  ; 
they  were  shipped  on  bo»rd  sume  vessel  in 
the  river  for  some  port  off  Portugal. 

Benjamin  Cole :  I  have  served  on  board 
steamers  and  other  vessels  as  a  coal- 
trimmer.  I  was  engavsed  as  a  coal- 
trimmer  on  board  the  Bombay  for  two 
months.  1  was  discharged  on  lc«th  May 
by  Mr.  Walh^  the  chief  officer.  I  did 
not  see  Captain  Moody  sign  my  discharge, 
but  1  have  it  here  (producing  it).  When 
I  first  went  on  board  I  applied  to  Captain 
Moody  for  the  situation,  and  ho  told  me  1 
might  have  a  situation  if  1  came  on  board 
the  next  day.  That  was  on  Hth  March, 
and  I  signed  articles  on  15th.  Captain 
Moody  gave  the  orders.  The  crew  con- 
sisted of  forty -one  or  forty-two,  including 
firemen,  trimmers,  Siiilors,  and  all.  I 
have  sailed  in  more  than  one  vessel  of 
war.  The  Bombay  was  fitted  perfectly  as 
a  vessel  of  war.  I  sailed  on  board  the 
war  steampp  SaXama/ndtv  for  two  years 
anH  three  months,  and  al^o  on  board  the 
Meteor  war  vessel  and  the  Carron,  all 
Governme?  t  vessels.  I  have  sailed  on 
board  merchant  bteamers  also.  £  am 
aware  of  the  difference  of  the  mode  of 
fitting.  The  Bon>bay  was  fitted  directly 
as  a  vessel  for  war.  There  were  fittings 
for  arms  under  the  half-deck,  racks  lor 
muskets,  small  arms,  and  boarding-pikes. 
There  were  screws  in  the  beams  of  the 
orlop  deck  for  hammocks  and  lockers 
for  nearly,  2(K)  men,  fore  and  aft.  The 
gun-fittings  of  the  Bombay  were  improve- 
ments upon  those  I  have  seen.  1  saw  a 
hollow  shell  and  some  shot  on  board.  T 
handled  a  shell  and  a  shot,  and  compared 


them  with  the  racks,  and  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  racks  were  fitted  t  >  re- 
ceive them.  There  was  a  passage  right 
through  the  engine-room  into  the  orlop 
deck ;  J  do  not  know  what  that  was  for,  I 
never  saw  it  in  a  man-of-war  or  in  a 
merchantman.  1  should  say  it  was  a 
perfect  retreat  fore  and  aft  in  case  of 
boarding  or  storming. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F.  Kelly, 

Were  you  on  board  at  the  time  she  was 
seized? — I  was;  she  had  her  steam  up, 
and  expected  to  sail  every  moment.  In 
whatever  condition  she  was  intended  to  be 
sent  to  the  Mediterranean,  site  was  in  that 
condition  then.  She  was  so  constructed* 
as  that  with  guns  and  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, and  a  sufficient  ciew,  she  would  have 
been  in  a  condition  to  go  to  war.  At  the 
time  she  was  about  to  sail  she  had  not  a 
sufficient  crew  for  warlike  purposes.  We 
were  engaged  under  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  articles.  I  never  saw  any  gnus 
or  muskets  or  pikes  on  board.  There 
were  hammocks  enough  for  the  crew. 
There  were  certain  bales  on  board,  1  should 
think  for  hse.  I  do  not  think  they  were 
bales  of  goods.  1  saw  part  of  their  con- 
tents. More  men  signed  articles  than 
sailed.  Whatever  the  articles  contained 
was  the  contract  to  which  I  and  the  others 
were  parties.  The  ship  was  perfectly 
ready  for  action,  except  wanting  the  guns, 
the  arms,  the  ammunition,  and  the  crew. 
The  shell  I  have  spoken  of  was  a  model 
shell,  lying  in  the  rack.  I  cannot  say 
whether  the  bales  were  cargo  or  not.  \% 
was  something  like  serge.  Those  bales 
were  on  board  when  the  vessel  was  seized. 
Re-examined  by  Sir  F,  Thesiger, 

Do  you  know  the  serge  that  lines  sol* 
diers*  jackets  P— Yes,  I  believe  it  was  that 
BOi-t  of  serge. 

John  Robinson:  1  know  Captain  3foo<2^*« 
handwriting.  I  believe  this  discharge  to 
be  his  writing.  I  have  seen  him  wriie, 
but  Lave  never  been  close  enough  to  notice 
it.  I  was  boatjiwuin  on  board  the  Bombay, 
I  went  on  board  on  15th  March.  Cap  ain 
Moody  engaged  mo ;  I  asked  him  for  em- 
pliiyment,  and  he  gave  it  me.  I  was  to 
go  the  voyage  with  him  to  Gibraltar  and 
Malta,  ana  any  port  or  ports  in  the  Medi- 
ti^rranean.  That  agi*eement  was  reduced 
into  writing,  and  I  signed  it  There  was 
nothing  agreed  upon  different  from  that 
agreement,  it  was  wholly  confined  to  the 
articles. 

The  Court  would  not  receive  evidenoe 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  agreement  unleiiS 
the  articles  were  put  in :  they  were  not 
produced. 

I  slept  on  board  most  every  night.  1 
have  served  on  board  men-of-war — the  Bi- 
tznnia,  the  Water  Witchf  and  the  WarspUe. 
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I  never  Bailed  in  a  war  steamer ;  I  have 
been  on  board  them.  The  Bombay  was 
decidedly  6tted  as  a  war  steamer.  I  saw  a 
dark  man,  a  foreigner,  ou  board,  who 
gave  orders  aboat  the  work  the  first  time 
1  was  on  board.  I  do  not  know  his  name, 
we  used  to  call  him  the  colonel.  She 
would  carry  250  men,  marines  and  all. 
There  was  complete  provision  for  hanging 
hammocks  for  as  large  a  crew  as  that. 
There  were  racks  for  arms  of  all  descrip- 
tion, and  two  magazines,  one  forward  and 
the  other  aft.  I  did  not  see  any  shot  or  shell. 
I  heard  the  second  mate  on  one  occasion 
give  orders  to  send  people  down  to  heave 
one  shell  overboard.  That  was  after  the 
ve89el  was  seissed.  I  did  not  go  below 
myself.  There  were  large  tanks  on  deck 
for  water,  which  would  last  250  men  for 
two  mouths,  if  she  had  had  a  war  crew, 
we  could  have  got  her  ready  for  action  in 
one  day.  1  have  not  seen  either  of  the 
defeudants  on  board,  except  Captain 
Moody, 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F,  Kelly. 

Were  you  on  board  at  the  trial  trip  P — 
No ;  1  went  on  board  on  16th  March,  I 
think,  but  I  was  at  work  on  board  previous 
to  that  for  two  months  and  twelve  days. 
I  have  been  six  years  and  eleven  davs  in 
the  Mediterranean.  I  never  served  the 
Peninsular  Company. 

Enoch  Norcot :  I  was  cook  on  board  the 
Bombay.  I  went  on  board  five  or  six 
times  before  I  joined  her,  while  she  was 
lying  in  the  dock.  On  those  occasions  I 
saw  Captain  Moody,  and  asked  him  where 
she  was  bound.  He  said,  **  For  the 
Sicilian  Government,  bound  for  Malta." 
He  paid  she  would  be  ready  in  two  or  three 
days.  I  saw  some  foreigners  on  board ;  I 
do  not  know  who  they  were.  I  should 
know  the  person  they  called  the  little 
colonel  again ;  I  have  not  seen  him  here 
to-day.  I  once  had  a  shell  in  my  hand 
while  on  board.  Mr.  Pitcher  was  there 
at  the  time,  and  said  it  was  a  mischief- 
making  thing  and  ought  to  be  chucked 
overboard.  I  put  it  down  on  the  deck 
again.  I  did  not  do  or  see  anything  done 
with  the  shell.  1  saw  some  bales  come  on 
board  containing  bedding  and  clothing, 
apparently  for  soldiers.  I  was  not  on  board 
at  the  trial  trip.  I  went  on  board  after 
that,  and  was  on  board  when  ,she  was 
seized.  The  bales  were  on  board  when  I 
loired  her,  in  the  fore  part  of  the  ship 
below.  Captain  Moody  was  in  charge  of 
her  after  I  joined  her.  I  never  served  on 
board  an  English  man-of-war. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F,  Kelly. 

What  is  Mr.  Pitcher? — A  ship-builder 
at  Nurthfleet.    I  saw  him  on  board  several 


times.  I  do  not  know  that  he  is  the  ship- 
builder for  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company.  I  have  seen  him  in  Court  to- 
day, I  believe.  The  shell  I  have  spoken 
of  was  hollow.  1  did  not  sign  any  articlea. 

Cross-examined  by  Ohamber$, 

How  long  was  it  between  the  time  when 
you  first  went  on  board  and  the  time  when 
you  actually  went  -as  cook;  was  it  a 
month  P — Yes ;  better  than  a  month. 

John  Donoughue:  1  have  been  a  sailor 
five  veara.  On  14th  March,  t  went  on 
bdard  the  Bombay;  saw  Captain  Moody, 
and  asked  him  for  employment.  I  knew 
him,  and  had  seen  him  several  times  on 
shore.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  all  his  liands 
shipped;  he  said  '*No,"  and  I  was  to 
come  to-morrow.  I  went  again  on  15th, 
and  asked  him  again  if  he  bad  all  his  hands 
shipped.  He  said  '*  No ;  stop  a  bit,  I  do 
not  kn6w  whether  they  will  all  Bhip  yet." 
They  all  came  aft,  and  some  would  not  go 
for  the  money,  and  I  went  in  one  of  their 
places.  When  I  was  on  board  on  14tb,  I 
saw  a  bheli  lying  on  the  deck  on  the  star- 
board side,  abaft  the  funnel,  Vkfx,.  I  heard 
some  directions  given  about  it.  Wood,  the 
fireman,  was  called;  he  picked  it  up  and 
went  towards  the  side  of  the  vessel,  to- 
wards the  gangway  with  it ;  I  do  not  know 
where  it  went  to  ;  I  did  not  see  it  after- 
wards. I  came  again  on  the  16th ;  I  was 
down  below  then,  and  saw  about  fifteen 
shells  there  in  the  manger  forwards ;  there 
might  have  been  less.  They  were  shells  as 
far  as  I  could  see;  it  was  dark.  There 
was  a  man  below  handed  one  np,  and 
Luton,  a  waterman,  who  was  on  board, 
took  it  from  him  and  took  it  forwards.  It 
was  a  shell,  not  a  round  shot.  I  have  not 
sailed  on  board  war  vessels ;  I  never  was 
on  board  one.  I  know  the  difference  in 
the  fitting  of  a  war  vessel  from  a  mer- 
chantman. I  have  sailed  a  good  deal  in 
the  merchant  service.  The  Bomhay  yrviB 
not  fitted  up  like  a  merchantman.  I  saw 
shell-racks  on  board  of  her  abaft  and 
before  the  crank.  I  never  saw  such  a 
thing  on  board  a  merchantman.  They 
were  on  the  upper  deck ;  I  saw  the  circles 
on  the  deck.  I  noticed  that  the  port-holes 
fell  down ;  I  never  saw  that  on  board  a 
merchantman ;  that  would  enable  a  party 
to  work  guns  on  the  deck.  There  were  a 
great  many  extra  ring  bolts  to  what  there 
would  be  in  a  merchant  ship.  Some  mer- 
chant ships  have  one  gun  i^t  and  one  for- 
wards,  and  ports  that  take  out  of  a  hot  day. 
I  never  before  saw  any  preparation  for  a 
68-pounder  fore  and  aft.  I  did  not  see  any 
guns  on  board.  She  looked  to  me  as  if 
she  was  prepared  as  a  war  vessel.  That 
was  the  general  rumour  in  the  ship*a 
company. 
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Cross-esamined  by  Okamhers. 

What  roerobant  vessels  bave  you  been 
on  board  P — Tbe  Bucephalus,  of  900  tons, 
belonging  to 'Mr.  Smith;  I  have  sailed  in 
lier  to  Cadcntta.  6he  is  a  free-trader,  and 
carries  oat  passengers.  I  bave  not  been 
tbe  whole  five  years  in  East  India  vebsels. 
I  have  been  in  other  ships.  I  bave  seen  a 
sbell  before  I  saw  this  one.  I  bave  s^n 
tbera  in  the  Tower,  piled  np,  wbere  the 
guns  are.  I  do  not  mean  cannon  ball. 
Tbero  were  other  men  in  tbe  ship  who 
saw  tbese  fourteen  or  fifteen  shells.  I 
cannot  tell  yon  their  names,  because  they 
will  not  come  and  speak,  tb^  are  not 
allowed.  The  Custom-bouse  officers  came 
on  board  on  16tb.  I  think  there  were  four 
of  them.  I  was  not  on  board  when  they 
came.  I  found  them  there  afterwards. 
They  used  to  be  watching  on  deck,  but 
they  were  asleep  all  the  time,  mostly.  All 
tbe  time  I  was  ©n  board  the  vessel  after 
16th,  tbe  Custom -bouse  officers  bad  charge 
of  her.  I  was  paid  ofi*  on  15th  May.  I 
stopped  there  till  my  time  was  up,  two 
months.  She  laid  off  the  buoy,  and  then 
she  came  inside  tbe  dock  gates.  I  sta}  ed 
in  her  six  weeks  or  two  months.  The 
Custom-house  officers  were  not  on  board 
all  that  time,  they  went  away  after  she 
was  cleared.  They  took  away  tbe  bags, 
and  clothes,  and  everything.  The  water 
at  tbe  buoy  was  deep  enough  for  a  vessel 
to  swim  at  low  water.  I  do  not  know 
when  it.  was  that  I  first  mentioned  to 
anybody  about  the  shells.  It  was  a  good 
while  after  I  was  paid  off. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F,  Kelly. 

Did  you  sign  any  articles? — Yes,  on 
15th  March.  I  went  on  board  a  day  or 
two  before  that.  I  remained  on  board 
from  that  time  till  she  was  seized.  I  used 
to  go  ashore  sometimes.  I  waa  always  on 
board  from  March  to  May.  I  remained  on 
board  till  after  she  went  back  into  dock. 
For  several  weeks  she  was  never  out  of 
the  possession  of  the  Custom-house  officers. 
I  remember  some  bales  being  down  in  the 
orlop  deck.  They  .remained  there  all  the 
time  the  Custom-house  officers  were  on 
board,  and  after  they  left.  They  were  got 
out  when  she  was  in  tbe  dock. 


Be-examined  by  OlarJeson, 

What  became  of  the  rest  of  the  shells  P 
— I  do  not  know ;  next  morning  they 
were  all  gone.  I  kno^  the  difference 
between  a  shot  and  a  shell,  there  is  a 
hole  in  a  shell.  I  think  a  shot  is  smaller, 
and  it  has  no  hole  in  it  that  I  am 
aware  of.    I  do  not  know  whether  the^je 


shells  were  hollow,  I  did  not  take  them 
up. 

Tbe  Prince  de  Castelcicala :  I  am  the 
accredited  minister  of  the  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies  to  this  country,  and  have 
been  so  about  ten  years  ;  the  title  of  His 
Majesty  is,  **  Ferdinand  II..  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies."  By  my  official  despatches 
I  was  informed  in  the  year  1847,  that  a 
revolution  bad  broken  out  in  the  Island 
of  Sicily.  The  seat  of  Government  is  at 
Naples  ;  there  is  a  local  administration 
at  Palermo,  acknowledged  by  the  Sove« 
reign  At  present  our  flag  is  white  with 
the  royal  arms  in  red.  These  things  pro- 
duced are  not  the  emblems  of  the  Two 
Sicilies.  Since  1847,  down  to  the  present 
time,  there  has  been  peace  between  this 
country  and  the  Two  Sicilies.  I  know 
Vrince  Qranatelli  and  Mr.  Scalia  by  sight ; 
they  do  not  hold  any  office  of  any  kind 
under  the  King  of  tbe  Two  Sicilies.  I 
met  Prince  Oranatelli  at  Lord  Palmer- 
stones.  I  was  going  there  by  appoint- 
ment, and  in  the  ante-chamber  I  met 
them.  I  alpo  met  them  at  Lad^  Palmer^ 
ston's  soirees.  Prince  GranateUi  and  Mr. 
Sealia  have  not  been  accredited  in  any 
way  to  this  country  by  the  King  of  the 
Two  Sicilies.  This  prosecution  has  been 
instituted  by  my  directions. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  F,  Kelly. 

Has  your  Excellency  been  in  this  coun- 
try continually  from  the  commencement 
of  the  troubles  in  Sicily? — I  bave;  all  I 
know  of  the  events  which  have  taken 
place  in  either  kingdom  is  derived  either 
from  despatches  or  from  sources  of  infor- 
mation open  to  all.  I  had  my  eye  on  the 
Bombay  for  some  time.  I  took  steps  with 
a  view  to  cause  her  to  be  seized.  I  wrote 
to  Lord  Palmerslon  about  it,  but  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  say  the  date.  It  was 
perhaps  three  months  ago.  I  did  not 
succeed  in  persuading  his  lordship  to  seize 
the  vessel.  I  never  entered  into  any 
communication  with  any  officer  at  the 
Custom-house  respecting  the  seizure.  I 
cannot  tell  whether  my  solicitors  did ;  1 
left  it  entirely  to  them  to  do  as  they 
thought  proper.  They  are  the  same 
gentlemen  who  are  conducting  this  prose*' 
cution.  I  do  not  exactly  recollect  when  I 
first  instructed  my  solicitors  to  take  steps 
with  respect  to  this  prosecution.  I  gave 
the  necessary  orders.  Mr.  Minasi  is  the 
Neapolitan  Consul.  I  bave  seen  the  per- 
son described  as  Colonel  Avbrey,  1  think 
twice.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been  on 
tbe  subject  of  these  proceedings.  What- 
ever bargains  have  been  made  with  wit- 
nesses to  pay  them  on  any  grounds 
whatever,  have  not  been  made  by  me. 
I  gave  my  solicitors  authority  to  do  w  hat- 
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ever  they  thought  proper,  as  soon  as  I 
heard  of  these  steamers  fittincc  out  against 
my  Sovereign.  I  never  spok^  to  Prince 
Granatelli  in  my  life.  I  only  know  him 
from  having  seen  him  at  Lord  and  Lady 
Palmerston's,  and  in  the  street  occasionally 
afterwards,  and  the  same  as  to  Signor 
Scalia.  1  never  had  any  kind  of  communi- 
cation with  BinondOf  I  do  not  know  him 
even  by  sight.  A  great  number  of  persons 
have  come  tome abont  this  business,  and  I 
have  referred  them  to  my  solicitors. 
Sometimes  I  hare  not  seen  them. 

Cross-examined  by  Chamben, 

Were  you  resident  at  Naples  in  1812, 
some  time  before  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  P 
^No ;  I  was  acquainted  with  Sicily  in 
1812.  1  was  not  acquainted  with  the 
constitution  as  then  established.  I  can- 
not say  that  I  knew  the  late  Lord 
William  Bentinck  at  that  time«  I  was 
rather  too  young.  I  was  at  that  time  in 
the  British  army.  I  was  not  in  Sicily  with 
Lord  William  Bentinck,  I  do  not  know 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  constitntion 
established.  There  is  a  King  and  Hons«^ 
of  Parliament  in  Sicily,  like  there  is  here. 
There  are  two  chambers,  like  there  is  in 
France,  a  chamber  of  peers,  and  a  cham- 
ber of  deputies.  I  was  ambassador  to 
Switzerland  before  I  came  to  this  country. 
I  went  to  see  the  Bombay  from  the  df)ck- 
pier  at  Blackwall  long  before  she  was 
seized.  I  did  not  go  on  board.  There 
was  no  one  on  board.  It  was  late  in  the 
evening.  I  merely  went  to  look  at  her, 
from  curiosity.  The  King  of  Sicily  haa 
built  vessels  in  England  tbr>ugh  my 
means;  Mr.  Fitcher  bnilt  them  for  him. 
He  did  not  build  any  last  year.  No  ves- 
sels have  been  built  for  him  within  the 
last  two  or  three  years.  They  were  war- 
steamers  that  Mr.  Pitoiior  built  for  the 
King  of  Sicily.  The  guns  and  ammuni- 
tion wore  not  provided  in  this  country, 
but  at  Naples.  A  Neapolitan  officer  and 
crew  came  over  to  take  them  out.  They 
were  not  fully  manned.  A  regalar  contract 
was  made  by  the  builder,  as  well  as  with 
the  person  who  provided  the  engines,  and 
it  was  sent  to  Naples  to  be  rati6ed.  The 
King  of  Naples  was  not  then  at  war,  or  in 
contemplation  of  it.  He  was  in  want  of 
war-steamers.  He  has  always  had  war- 
steamers.  1  am  not  advised  that  his 
navy  has  been  increased  during  the  last 
two  years.  I  think  there  are  some  Eng- 
lish engineers  in  bis  navy,  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  theie  are  any  English  officers. 

Speeches  foe  the  Defence. 

Sir  F.  Kelly  proceeded  to  address  the 
jury  on  behau  of  Prince    Oranatelli  and 


Signor  Scalia,  and  said  he  had  the  honour 
to  appear  on  brhalf  of  a  nobleman  hitherto 
or  high  and  honourable  character,  who 
appealed  to  them  to  protect  him,  and  to 
say  by  their  verdict  that  he  was  not  guilty 
of  that  which  he  looked  upon  as  a  i<reat 
aggression — namely,  a  requital  of  the 
hospitality  which  in  these  days  of  trial 
and  danger  he  had  received  in  cbis  country 
by  committing  a  breach  of  its  laws.  He 
was  instructed  to  state  that  in  all  the 
(>olitical  struggles  in  which  he  had  taken 
part,  the  Prince  had  always  endeavoured 
to  obey  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which 
he  was  placed.  When  he  had  called 
attention  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  un  'er 
which  this  indictment  was  framed,  the 
jury  woula  be  satisfied  that,  upon  the 
the  case  as  it  had  been  laid  before  them,  no 
offence  whatever  had  been  committed,  and 
that  in  everything  Prince  Gh^anatelli  had 
done  he  had  strictly  conformed  to  the  law. 
Nothing  whatever  had  been  proved  agjiinst 
either  of  the  defendants,  except  by 
the  testimony  of  one  or  two  witnesses 
of  doubtful  character.  What  was  pro- 
hibited by  this  Aoc  of  Parliament  was 
not  in  itself  either  unlawful  or  immoral, 
and  when  they  considered  that,  not- 
withstanding tbis,  the  penalty  involved 
in  its  infringement  was  of  a  very  serious 
character,  he  was  sure  they  would  agree 
with  h)m  that  such  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment should  be  construed  most  strictly, 
and  that  no  person  ought  to  be  con- 
victed under  it,  unless  the  evidence  was 
of  the  mo:$t  clear  and  conclusive  character. 
It  would  be  most  unjust  to 'make  any 
of  the  defendants  amenable  for  what 
might  have  been  said  in  their  absence 
by  other  parties,  over  whom  they  could 
have  had  no  c\)utrol;  and  yet  the 
principal  portion  of  the  evidence  con- 
sis  ted  of  testimony  of  that  description. 
The  question  was,  not  whether  the  de- 
fendants might  not  be  liable  upon  some 
civil  contracts,  but  whether  they  or  any 
of  them  had  been  guilty  of  any  of  the 
offence3  charged  agtunst  them  in  this 
indictment ;  and  he  submitted  that  they 
could  not  be  convicted  unlets  it  were 
clearly  shown  that  they  had  done  some 
distinct  act,  or  had  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly authorized  the  doing  it.  Thanks 
to  God  and  to  their  law,  no  person  could 
commit  a  crime  in  thi?  country  by  dele- 
gation or  agency;  and,  if  ever  there  was 
a  Cdse  in  which  that  rule  should  be  strictly 
carried  out,  it  was  the  one  now  before 
them. 

What  were  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  ?  Here  was  a  nation  strugj^ling  for 
.independence  and  striving  to  achieve  it, 
and  for  that  purpose  the  Provisional 
Grovemment  had  entered  into  communi- 
cations with  a  number  of  persons,  and  had 
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delegate  different  tasks  to  them,  some 
beiug  wholly  anconnected  with  the  others. 
Some  were  to  enter  into  commnni- 
cation  with  the  foreign  minijter  of  this 
oonntry ;  others  were  to  enlist  soldiers  and 
seamen  ;  aud  others  were  to  perform  dif- 
ferent duties,  it  heing,  of  course,  quite 
clear  that  the  persons  who  despatched 
them  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  laws  of 
this  country ;  and  their  only  desire  was 
to  perform  their  duty  in  the  honourable 
and  noble  struggle  for  the  independence 
of  their  native  land.  It  was  very  possible 
that  on  arriving  in  this  country,  while 
some  of  these  agents  would  take  oonusel 
and  determine  to  conform  strictly  with 
the  law,  others*  either  reckless  or  un^ 
principled,  might  embark,  in  proceed- 
ings calculated  more  speedily  to  eH'ect 
the  object  they  had  in  view,  but 
contrary  to  the  municipal  laws  of  the 
country. 

The  Act  of  Parliament  under  which 
this  indictment  had  been  preferred  was 
passed  in  the  year  1819,  at  the  time 
of  the  btruggle  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in 
Sonth  America  for  independence  of  the 
mother  country.  Attempts  had  heen 
made  by  the  insurgents  to  raise  forces  in 
different  parts  of  Europe^  to  fit  out  vessels 
of  war,  and  to  despati'h  them  for  hostile 

§urposes  against  the  kingdom  of  Spain, 
'he  policy  of  the  Legiblature  in  passing 
this  Act  was  to  prevent  our  ports  from 
heing  used  as  dockyards  for  fitting  out 
vessels  of  war  again:it  JSpain;  but  there 
was  no  intention  to  interfere  with  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  this  Act  of 
Parliament  did  not  apply  to  the  mere 
purchase  of  vessels,  but  to  their  being 
actually  fitted  out  and  armed  for  the 
purposes  of  warfare. (a)  Notwithstanding 
this  Act,  any  persons,  whether  foreivrners 
or  others,  had  as  much  right  to  purchase 
a  ship  atid  fit  it  out  as  they  pleased,  short 
of  actual  armament,  as  they  had  to  go 
into  a  shop  and  purchase  any  other  article. 
There  was  also  nothing  in  tne  Act  to  pre- 
vent the  purchase  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion. The  Legislature  had  no  intention 
to  interfere  with  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  but  what  it  declared  to  be  illegal 
was  the  using  of  the  ports  of  this  country 
as  dockyar(&  to  fit  out  armed  yestels. 
Legal  opinions  of  the  highest  authority 
could  be  cited  in  confirmation  of  this  view 
bf  the  law. 

CoLTMAN,  J. :  That  is  not  a  legitimate 
line  of  argument.  If  you  wish  to  argue 
the  point  you  may  cite  authorities,  but  the 
opinions  of  learned  gentlemen  who  were 


(tf)  The  words  of  59  Geo.  3.  c.  69,  s.  7  were 
"  equip,  furaieh,  fit  out,  or  arm,"  or  attempt  or 
endeavour,  Bbc, 


perhaps  consulted  in  the  case  ought  not 
to  be  introduced. (a) 

Sir  F,  Kelly  said  he  should  cheerfully 
bow  to  the  ruling  of  the  Court,  bat  it  was 
at  all  events  fair  to  infer  that  su<h  was  the 
opinion  of  the  GK>Ternment ;  for,  acting 
under  the  advice  of  its  law  officers,  it 
had  discountenanced  this  prosecution, 
though  it  would  have  been  bound  to  iiisti- 
tu;e  it  if  there  had  been  any  grounds 
for  doing  so.  The  Ace  did  not  make  it 
illegal  to  purchase  a  t*hip  of  war;  and 
when  purchased  the  owners  had  an  et^ual 
right  to  send  it  to  Palermo  or  any- 
where else  they  pleaned.  No  doubt  it 
was  illegal  to  enlist  soldiers  and  sailors  in 
this  country  for  the  purpose  of  fighting 
with  a  foreign  nation  at  peace  with  uQ ; 
but  there  was  no  evidence  of  this  having 
been  done,  except  the  testimony  of  two 
persons,  Ck>lonel  Avbrey  and  Binondo, 
The  former  had  certainly  made  out  a  very 
strong  case  against  himself,  but  it  made 
out  nothing  against  either  of  the  defen- 
dants. This  Act  of  Parliament  had  been 
resorted  to  solely  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling a  foreign  prince  to  wreak  his  ven- 
geance upon  some  of  his  own  people :  and 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  which  was  passed 
for  the  protection  and  benefit  of  this  king- 
dom, and  in  order  to  prevent  its  subjects 
from  entering  clandestinely  into  warfare 
with  a  friendly  State,  ought  not  to  be  per- 
mitted so  to  be  made  use  of.  If  ther^  hiid 
been  any  ground  for  prosecuting  in  the 
present  case,  could  it  be  doubted  that  the 
British  Government  would  have  performed 
its  duty,  and  have  instituted  a  prosecution 
if  the  oircurasranoes  had  warranted  it  P 

With  regaid  to  the  charge  of  having 
enlisted  sailors  and  soldiers,  the  evidence 
ahowed  that,  although  spies  and  informers 
had  urged  the  defendants  to  take  that 
step,  they  had  all  along  refused  to  do  so. 
There  was  no  illegality  in  purchasing  a 
ship  for  war  purposes ;  and,  although  under 
the  Act  the  exportation  of  arms  and  am- 
munition might  be  nrohibited  by  an  Order 
in  Council,  jet  no  such  order  had  been 
issued  in  this  case,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  British  Gkiveru- 
ment  was  n6t  indisposed  to  aid  the  Sicilian 
people  in  their  noble  endeavours  to  obtain 
independence  (6)  ^  The  words  of  the  Act 
were  **  equip,  furnish,  fit  out,  or  arm,"  and 
a  vessel  of  war  could  not  be  considered  as 
fitted  out  until  she  was  fully  provided 
with  men  and  arms.  [She  was,  perhaps, 
"fitted  up."    A  lady  was  **  fitted  up  "by 


(a)  The  Law  Officers  ^Jervis  and  Romilli/) 
advised  the  Treasury,  March  2od,  1849,  that  it 
would  be  neceraary  to  prove  that  the  vessels  were 
equipped  and  fitted  out  in  a  warhke  manner. 

(6)  See  Ann.  Reg.  1849, 13). 
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baying  ber  earg  bored,  bat  not  *  *  fitted  ont " 
until  the  earrings  were  actnally  in  their 
ornamental  eitnation  ;  so  here  the  vessel 
was  ••  fitted  up,"  perhaps,  but,  having  no 
guns  or  other  munitions  aboard,  she  was 
not  '*  fitted  out "  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Act.(a)] 

CoLTHAN,  J.,  Baid  that  he  did  not  go 
along  with  the  learned  counsel  in  his  view 
of  the  law.  The  Act  of  Parliament  ex- 
pressly made  the  distinction  between 
iitting-out  and  arming. 

Sir  F,  Kelly  asked  the  Court  to  re- 
serve the  point  if  it  should  become  ne- 
cessary ? 

CoLTMAS,  J.,  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
do  80,  but  he  himself  had  no  doubt  upon 
the  subject. 

Sir  F,  Kelly  proceeded :  It  certainly  did 
appear  to  him  that  this  was  the  correct 
•interpretation  of  the  law,  and  that  it  was 
impossible  to  say  that  a  vessel  was  "  fitted- 
out"  unless  it  had  ever}thing  on  board — 
the  whole  equipage  de  navire,  so  as  to 
be  ready  for  immediate  action.  These 
gentlemen  had  come  to  this  country  for  a 
perfectly  laudable  purpose,  and  they  were 
guiltless  of  any  unlawful  ai^ts ;  and,  if  buch 
had  been  done  by  other  persons,  it  would 
be  most  unjunt  to  hold  them  responsible. 
They  had  refused  to  be  concerned  in  these 
unlawful  proceedings,  and  he  blushed  to 
think  of  tne  opinion  they  must  form  of 
the  law  of  this  country  when  they  found 
that,  under  these  circumstances,  they  were 
dragged  into  a  criminal  court  to  answer 
an  indictment  which  contained  80  counts. 
What  must  a  foreign  nobleman  and  gentle- 
man think  of  such  u  law  ?  They  had  come 
to  this  country  at  a  time  of  danger  and 
diflBculty ;  they  had  been  received  most 
kindly  by  the  Minister  of  the  Crown  ;  and, 
although  the  time  bad  not  arrived  for  for- 
mally recognizing  the  Government  which 
they  represented,  they  had  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  this  would  be  done,  and  iliev 
were  clearly  authorized  in  adopting  all 
lawful  and  honourable  means  for  the  inter- 
est of  that  Government.  They  were  advised 
that  there  was  nothing  illegal  in  purchas* 
ing  shii)8  of  war  for  the  defence  of  their 
country,  if  attacked.  And  with  whom  did 
they  enter  into  a  contract  for  that  pur  post  P 
Why,  with  one  of  the  most  wealthy  and 
respectable  companies  in  the  country — the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  ^Navigation 
Company.  They  left  to  that  companv  the 
entire  execution  of  the  contract,  ana  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  When  they 
found  their  ship  was  seized,  they  remon- 
stiated  with   the    Government;    and  no 

(a)  The  pa8«age  in  brackets  is  supplied  from 
the  brief  report  m  Ann.  lUff.  1849,  Chron.  71, 
where  it  is  said  that  Sir  h .  Kelly  rested  bis 
defence  much  on  the  verbal  criticism. 


doubt  a  full  and  proper  inquiry  was  insti* 
tuted,  and  the  result  was  that  the  transac- 
tion was  found  to  be  a  perfectly  honourable 
one,  and  the  vessel  was  restored.  The  defen- 
dants then  found  that  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  was  cle»*ly  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  this  country  only,  had  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  them  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 
These  gentlemen  were  not  instirgents 
or  revolutionists?  It  was  not  necea- 
eaiy  to  refer  to  all  those  events  which 
had  convulsed  Europe  for  the  last  18 
months,  but  he  would  atate  one  broad 
historical  fact,  viz.,  that  these  gentlemen 
were  natives  of  a  country  which,  by  means 
of  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  and  its  media- 
tion, was  guaranteed  a  free  constitution 
consisting  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons, 
and,  almost  the  greatest  blessing  of  all, 
the  independence  of  the  judges.  These 
advantages  were  guaranteed  to  them  in 
1812  by  Lord  W.  Bentinck  ;  and  the  only 
fault  these  gentlemen  had'  committecl 
was  endeavouring  to  re^in  that  consti- 
tution which  had  been  violated  by  all  the 
kings  of  ISaples  in  succession.  In  1848 
the  Sicilian  people  were  unable  to  bear 
any  longer  the  intolerable  yoke  that 
pressed  upon  them,  and  they  rose  almost 
en  masse,  and,  with  the  Binglo  exception 
of  the  Citadel  of  Messina,  which  was 
garrisoned  by  the  troops  of  the  king  of 
Naples,  the  whole  country  rose  as  one 
man,  and  asserted  their  right  to  the  con« 
stitution  of  which  they  had  been  deprived, 
and  appealed  to  Great  Britain  to  aid  them 
in  regaining  it.  Prince  Oranatelli  and 
Signer  Scalia  came  to  England  in  1848 
with  that  object.  At  that  time  there  were 
no  warlike  operations  going  on  with  the 
King  of  Naples,  nor  did  any  appear  to  be 
in  contemplation.  All  Sicily  had  risen  as 
one  man,  and  everybody  was  determined 
to  support  the  constitution.  A  parlia- 
ment of  Lords  and  Commons  was  estab- 
lished, and  they  sought  a  king  who  would 
keep  faith  with  them.  The  defendants 
came  to  this  country,  therefore,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  up  hostilities,  but 
to  obtain  the  recognition  of  their  inde- 
pendence; and  th(y  knew,  if  they  did 
that,  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  war- 
fare, but  that  the  king  of  Naples  would  be 
compelled  to  submit ;  and  neither  he  nor 
one  of  his  soldiers  would  ever  again  set 
foot  in  Sicily.  They  were  received  by 
Lord  Palmerston  and  his  lady  at  their 
private  parties  with  favour  and  dis- 
tinction, and  they  had,  therefore,  good 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  const i. 
tution  would  be  recognized,  and  by  the 
powerful  mediation  of  England  and  France 
all  disputes  would  be  put  an  end  to.  Dur- 
ing all  this  period  there  were  no  hosti I.  ties 
going  on.    It  was  true  that  the  King  of 
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Naples  did  invest  the  city  of  Messina,  bat 
the  British  and  French  Admirals  inter- 
fered, and    hostilities     were     prevented. 
There  was,  therefore,  no  ground  for  sup- 
posing that  the  defendants,   when  they 
purchased  these  vessels,  were  actuated  by 
any  hostile  intentions  towards  the  King  of 
Naples,  and  their  object  rather  appeared  to 
be  to  provide  war  vessels  for  their  own  pro- 
tection and  the  other  purposes  for  which 
such  vessels  were  required  by  every  king- 
dom when  at  perfect  peace.    In  oppostition 
to  these  undoubted  facts  in  the  case,  what 
reliance    oould  be  placed   upon   the  evi- 
dence of  such  men  as  Colonel  Aubrey  and 
Binondo?     As  to  the  former  he  blushed 
to  mention  his  name  as  belou^ng  to  the 
British  army  or  the  British  nation — a  man 
who,  having  insinuated  himself  into  the 
secret  counsels  of  a  gallant  nation  strug- 
gling for  independence,  and  having  ob- 
tained their  confidence,  for  the  wretched 
bribe  of  300Z.  sacrificed  his  fair  fame,  as  a 
man  and  a  British  ofiicer,  by   betraying 
them,  according  to  his  own  account,  into 
the  hands  of  their  enemies ;  and  what  was 
the  excuse  he  had  alleged  for  such  con- 
duct?   Why,  that  a  government  at  the 
commencement  of  a  ^eat  struggle,  and 
surrounded  by  great  diflSculties,  had  not 
paid  him  as  he  expected.     Was  that  an 
excuse    for    a  British  soldier    acting  so 
basely  P     Such    a    man   was    disentitled 
to  credit.   The  other  person,  Binondo,  was 
equally    unworthy  of    belief.      He    liad 
received  relief,  when  in  a  state  of  desti- 
tution, from  the  defendants  ;  and  he  had 
repaid  their  kindness  by  selling  himself  to 
the  Neapolitan  Government.     He  swore 
positively  to  repeated  conversations  with 
Prince   GrancUelliy  whom    it   turned  out 
that  he  had  never  seen  in  his  life.    Such 
persons  were    unworthy  of   belief,   and, 
therefore,  he  entreated  the  jury,  for  the 
honour  of  the  British  character,  to  give  no 
effect  to  the  evidence  of  these  witnesses. 
The  fitting  up  of  the  Bombay  had  been  left 
by  the  defendants  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  respectable  company  from  whom  she 
was  purchased,  and  they  had  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  anything  illegal  would  be 
done.  Although  the  prosecution  could  not 
be  blamed  for  not  producing  the  contract, 
as  the  witness,  in  whose  possession  it  was, 
had  aeclined  to  do  so  for  fear  he  should 
implicate  himself,  yet  it  was  quite  as  in- 
convenient to  the  defendants  that  it  should 
not  have  been  produced,  as  it  would  have 
shown  the  jury  the  exact  position  of  the 
parties.    Counsel  concluded  by  emphati- 
cally calling  upon  the  jury  to  acquit  the 
whole  of  the  defendants. 

Montagu  Chambers  followed  for  the  de- 
fendant Moody.  Although  the  prosecution 
bad  chosen  to  designate  him  Captain  Moody, 
in    order,    probably,  to  induce  the  jury 
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to  suppose  that  he  had  commanded  some 
ship  or  war,  he  was  not  at  all  entitled  to 
such  an  appellation,  except  by  courtesy 
from  having  commanded  a  merchant 
vessel.  He  was  a  highly  respectable  man, 
without  a  blemish  in  his  character,  and  had 
been  repeatedly  entrusted  by  the  P.  &  0. 
Companv  to  take  out  vessels  for  them,  and 
he  had  done  so  to  their  entire' satisfaction, 
and  during  the  whole  course  of  his  life  he 
had  never  lost  one  vessel  that  had  been 
under  his  charge.  All  that  he  had  had  to  do 
with  this  transaction  was  to  undertake  to 
convey  the  vessel  to  its  destination,  and 
he  bad  no  more  to  do  with  any  alleged 
hostile  or  warlike  intention  of  any  parties 
than  any  one  of  the  jury.  It  was  a  most 
uniust  proceeding  to  include  him  in  this 
indictment,  and  the  only  object  for  doing 
so  appeared  to  be  that  the  other  de- 
fendants might  not  have  the  benefit  of 
his  testimony  in  their  behalf.  Counsel 
proceeded  to  comment  on  the  evidence, 
and  concluded  by  expressing  his  opinion 
that  if,  under  the  circumstances  of  this 
case.  Captain  Moody  could  be  brought 
within  its  provisions,  the  sooner  such 
an  Act  of  Parliament  was  burned  by  the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman  the  better. 

Summing  Up. 

CoLTMur,  J.,  said  this  was  a  pro-* 
secution  instituted  by  the  Neapolitan 
Government,  and  there  was  no  douot  that 
they  had  as  much  right  to  adopt  such  a 
proceeding  as  any  person  under  Her 
Majestv*s  protection.  The  indictment 
divided  itself  into  three  separate  charges 
— first,  the  enlisting  of  sailors ;  second, 
the  enlisting  of  solciie|*s  ;  and  third,  which 
was  the  most  material  matter,  the  fitting 
out  of  a  ship  or  vessel  with  intent  to 
employ  it  for  warlike  purposes  against 
the  king  of  Naples.  A  good  deal  had 
been  said  with  regard  to  the  intention 
of  the  Aft  of  Parliament,  but,  at  present, 
he  should  tell  them  that,  if  they  were 
satisfied  that  the  vessel  was  fitted  out  for 
the  purpose  of  committing  hostilities 
against  the  Neapolitans,  and  that  the 
object  was  so  far  carried  out  as  that,  1;y 
putting  armament  on  board,  she  wonld 
nave  been  ready  to  go  into  action,  that 
would  be  quite  sufficient  to  constitute 
the  offence.(a)  The  offence  was  certainly 
no  further  imtnoral  and  improper  than 
as  being  a  violation  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  a  great  deal  of  the  case  for 
the  prosecution  consisted  of  alleged  con- 
versations which  were  a  description  of 
evidence  that  was  always  looked  upon 
with  a  good  deal  of  caution,  because  it 
was  obviously  a  most  easy  matter  en- 
tirely   to  alter  the  effect  of  a    conver- 


(a)  But  see  ^.  G.  v.  Siliem,  2  H.  &  C.  431. 
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Bation  by  a  slight  misrepresentation  of 
what  actaallj  occurred.  The  learned 
Judge  then  proceeded  to  read  over  the 
whole  of  the  eridence,  oommenting  upon 
it  as  he  proceeded. 

The  jury  acquitted  the  prisoners-Ca) 

(a)  Another  instance,  in  which  the  Foreign 
Enlistment  Act,  59  Geo.  3.  c.  69.,  was  put  in  force 
by  the  representatiTes  of  a  foreign  power  after  the 
British  Goyemoient  bad  declined  to  prosecute, 
occurred  in  1863.  In  the  August  of  that  year 
Mr.  (now  Sir  Harry)  Poland,  on  behalf  of 
Baron  Brunnow,  the  Kussian  ambassador,  ob- 
tained a  warrant  from  Mr.  Hall  at  Bow  Street 
for  the  arrest  of  "  Lieut.'*  Alfred  Styles,  of  the 
Garibaldian  Army,  who  Was  enlisting  men  for 


Materials  Made  Use  op. — The  evi- 
dence is  taken  from  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  Sessions  Papers,  the  indioiment 
from  4  Cox  C.C.  A  pp.  xrvii.,  and  the 
speeches  of  counsel  and  summing-up 
from  the  Times  of  July  6th,  7th,  and  9th, 
1849,  and  the  brief  report  in  Ann.  Reg. 
1849,  Chron.  71.  The  diplomatic  corre- 
spondence has  been  obtained  f^om  the 
Foreign  Office. 


service  in  the  Polish  insurrection,  in  an  office 
in  iJuckingham  Street,  Strand.  Styles  was  com- 
mitted for  trial,  and,  having  pleaded  guilty,  was 
released  on  his  own  recognizances. — Time9, 
August  12th  and  19th,  and  Sept.  24th,  1668. 
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REG.   V.   MARIA    MANNING. 


Proceedings  in  the  OoaRT  of  Crown  Cases  Reserved  before  Wilde, 
C.J.,  Pollock,  C.B.,  Rolfe,  B.,  Coleridge,  J.,  Cresswell,  J.,  and 
PLAxr,  B,  November  7,  1849.  (Reported  in  1  Den.  Q  C.  467. 
2  C.  &  K.  887,  4  Cox  C.  C.  31.) 

In  October  1849,  Maria  Manning,  an  alien-bora,  wife  of  Gtargt  Frederick  Manning^  a  natural- 
born  Bubject,  having  been  indicted  with  her  husband  for  the  wilful  murder  of  Patrick  O  Connor ^ 
claimed  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  de  medietate. 

The  Court  disallowed  the  claim,  but  afterwards  reserred  the  point  for  the  Court  of  Crown 
Cases  Reserved. 

7  &  8  Vict  c  66.  s.  16,  provided  that  any  woman  married  to  a  natural-bora  subject  should  be . 
**  deemed  and  takeu  to  be  herself  naturalized,  and  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  natural* 
bora  subject.*' 

Held  by  the  Court  of  Crown  Cases  Reserved  (a) — 

Trial  by  a  jury  de  medietate— 7  &  8  Vict.  c.  66.  *.  16.(6) 
That,  after  the  passing  of  the  above  statute,  an  alien -born  woman,  married  to  a  natural- 
born  subject  was  not  entitled  to  a  jury  de  medietate.{c) 

(a)  Established  by  the  Crown  Cases  Act,  1848,  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  78. 

(6)  Rep.  83  Vict.  c.  14,  the  Naturalization  Act,  1870. 

(e)  Trial  by  jury  de  medietate  was  aboli»hed  by  the  Naturalization  Act,  1870,  88  Vict.  c.  14.  s.  5. 


The  prisoner  was  indicted  with  her 
husband  for  wilful  murder. (a)  Befr^re 
plea,  application  was  made  on  her  behalf, 
that  a  jury  de  medietate  linguce  might  be 
empanelled  to  try  her,  on  the  ground  that 
she  was  an  alien. 

It  was  objected  by  the  Attorney' General 
{Sir  John  Jervis),(h)  and  ruled  by  the  Court 
(Pollock,  O.B.,  Maule,  J.,  and  Ciiess- 
WELL,  J.),  that  no  suoh  application  could  be 
made,  until  the  prisoner  bad  pleaded.  On  a 
plea  of  not  guilty  being  recorded,  the  appli- 
cation was  renewed,  but  on  it  being  stated 
by  counsel  for  the  prosecution,  and  not 
denied  by  the  other  side,  that  she  was 
married  to  a  natural-bom  subject,  after  a 
discussion,  the  Court  decided  against  the 
claim.  Upon  this  decision,  a  suggestion 
of  the  claim,  and  the  grounds  of  it,  was 
entered  on  the  record,  to  which  the 
Attorney- General,  on  behalf  of  the  Crown, 
pleaded  (in  person)  that  she  was  married 
to  a  natural-bom  subject.  Her  counsel 
demurred  to  this  plea,  and  there  was  a 
joinder  in  demurrer,  (o) 


(a)  There  is  a  full  report  of  the  trial  and 
execution  of  the  prisoners  in  Ann.  Reg.  1849, 
Chron.  4,  429.  One  object  of  the  application 
was  to  procure  that  the  prisoners  should  be  tried 
separately,  as  each  desired  to  throw  the  guilt  of 
the  murder  on  the  other. 

(6)  Aftervards  Chief  Justice  of  C.P. 

(c)  The  objection  thus  being  raised  on  the 
face  of  the  record,  would  of  course  have  been 
the  subject  of  a  writ  of  error,  but  the  point 
appearing  to  be  clear,  and  the  judges  who  pre- 
sided at  the  trial  being  unanimous  m  their  judg- 
ment, the  Attoraey-General  thought  it  right  to 
refuse  his  fiat  for  the  issuing  of  the  Writ  of 


The  trial  then  proceeded,  an  English 
jury  being  empanelled,  and  the  prisoners 
were  both  convicted. 

The  following  case  was  reserved  for  the 
opinion    of   the   Court    of  Crown  Cases 
'  Reserved  : — ^ 

I  At  the  last  session  of  the  Central 
I  Criminal  Court,  Frederick  George  Man* 
ning,  and  Maria  his  wife,  were  jointly  in- 
dicted for  the  murder  of  Patrick  O'Confior* 
Both  prisoners  pleaded  **  not  guilty,"  but 
the  female  prisoner  claimed  a  jury  de 
medietate  Unguce,  She  was  born  at  Lau- 
sanne, in  bwitzerland,  and  in  the  year 
1847  was  married  to  the  male  prisoner,  a 
natural-bom  subject  of  this  realm.  The 
prisoner's  counsel  referred  to  statute 
28  Edw,  3.  c.  13.,  and  6  Geo,  4.  c.  5J.  s.  47. 
The  Attorney-General  for  the  prosecution 
relied  upon  the  statute  7  &  8  Vict,  c.^66. 
8.  16,  and  Barrels  case  {Moore,  657). 
The  judges— the  Lord  Chi^f  Baron,  Mr. 
Justice  MauUy  and  Mr.  Justice  Cresswell^^ 
decided  that  the  prisoner  was  not  entitled 
to  a  jury  de  medietate  lingtue,  and  the 
trial  of  both  prisoners  proceeded  in  the 
ordinary  course,  and  botn  were  convicted. 

The  question  is,  was  the  female  prisoner 
entitlea  to  a  jury  de  medietate  lirtguCB  ? 

Ballaniine  (with  whom  was  Parry)  for 
the  prisoner :  The  claim  of  the  prisoner  to 
be  tried  by  a  jury  de  medietate  linguce  is 
founded  on  the  statute  28  Edw.  3.  o.  13. 
B.  2,  which  says — 

"And  that  in  all  manner  of  inquests  and 
proofs  which  be  to  be  taken  or  made  amongst 


£rror,  at  least  until  the  opiLion  of  the  judges 
forming  the  Court  of  Appeal,  bhould  be  obtained. 
—Note  in  4  Cox  C.  C.  81. 
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aliens  and  denizens,  be  they  merchants  or  other, 
as  well  before  the  mayor  of  the  staple,  as  before 
any  other  justices  or  ministers,  although  the 
King  be  party,  the  one-half  of  the  inquests  or 
proofs  shall  be  denizens,  and  the  other  half  of 
aliens,  if  so  many  aliens  and  foreigners  be  in 
the  town  or  phice  where  such  inquest  or  proof 
is  to  be  taken,  that  be  not  parties,  nor  with  the 
parties  in  contrary  pleas  or  other  quarrels, 
whereof  such  inquests  or  proofs  ought  to  he 
taken." 

This  Bobject  is  referred  to  in  6  Oeo,  4. 
c.  60.  B.  47,  which  seems  to  be  merely 
declaratory  of  the  former  Act.  It  says — 
"Nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or 
be  construed  to  extend,  to  deprive  any  alien 
indicted  or  impeached  of  any  felony  or  mis- 
demeanor, of  the  right  of  being  tried  by  a  jury 
de  medietate  lingtuB,  but  that  on  the  prayer  of 
every  alien  so  indicted  or  impeached,  the  sheriff, 
or  other  proper  minister,  shall,  by  pommand  of 
the  court,  return  for  one-half  of  the  jury  a 
competent  number  of  aliens,  if  so  many  there 
be  in  the  to^fn  or  place  where  the  trial  is 
had,  Ac." 

It  is  ole^r,  therefore,  that  the  ]>ri8oner 
would  have  been  entitled  to  a  jury  d$ 
medietate  Imgtuje,  before  the  late  statute 
7  &  8  Vict.  c.  66.,  and  the  question  is, 
whether  that  statute  takes  away  her 
privilege,  she  having  been  at  the  time  of 
the  trial  married  to  a  British  subject. 
The  16th  section  is  as  follows  :-r 

"  That  any  woman  married,  or  who  shall  be 
married  to  a  natural-bom  subject,  or  person 
naturalised,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
herself  naturalized,  and  have  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  a  natural-born  subject." 

The  spirit  of  that  Act   is    to   confer 

frivileges,  and  not  to  take  them  away, 
t  is  {Attempted  to  deprive  the  prisoner 
by  implication  of  a  privilege  which  is  as 
valuable  after  marriage  as  before.  The 
jury  system,  as  a  mode  of  trial,  is  a 
part  of  the  constitution  of  this  country, 
and  cannot  be  altered  or  destroyed  with- 
out express  words  in  a  statute.  There 
is  no  mention  of  juries  in  7  &  8  Vict.  o.  fS6. 
The  statute  28  Edto.  3.  c.  13.  is  "in  all 
manner  of  inquests,  Ac. ,  amonget  aliens  aiid 
denizens/*  not  letween;  it  would  there- 
fore seem  to  extend  lo  denizens,  and  is  so 
construed  by  Chitty  in  his  Criminal  Law, 
p.  625.  At  that  time  there  could  be  no  great 
difference  between  them  as  far  as  this 
question  is  concerned,  for  the  object  was 
to  give  to  all  persons  who  had  been  horn 
abroad,  under  another  allegiance,  and 
speaking  another  language,  the  adyan- 
t^fcge  of  having  some  men  upon  the  inry 
who  could  fully  understand  that  which 
they  might  wish  to  convey.  It  is  true 
the  subsequent  statute  does  not  mention 
denizens,   but  that  does   not  affect  the 


Edward  3.  refers  to  denizens  as  well  as  to 
aliens  P 

Ballantine:  No.  It  is  the  construction 
he  puts  upon  the  Act.  From  the  circum- 
stance that  no  means  exist  of  trying  the 
fact  of  alienage,  or  are  suggested  in  any 
of  the  authorities,  it  would  seem  that 
the  mere  claim,  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner, 
is  sufficient  to  give  him  the  right  to  a  jury 
de  medietate  linguae,  and  this  appears  to 
be  supported  by  Lord  Hale,  2  P.  0.  271. 
He  says — 

"  If  upon  an  indictment  of  felony  against  an 
alien,  he  allege  that  he  i$  an  alien,  he  may 
challenge  the  array,  &c." 

Probably  it  would  be  taken  for  granted 
that  an  English  subject  would  never  seek 
to  be  tried  by  foreigners.  6  Oeo.  4.  c.  50. 
s.  47,  says,  **  on  the  prayer  of  the  alien, "^ 
but  says  nothing  respecting  the  proof 
of  alienage.  The  Attorney- General  stated 
in  the  court  below,  that  if  he  acceded 
to  the  demand  of  a  jury  de  medie- 
tate lingiMB,  and  it  turned  out  that,  on 
the  construction  of  this  statute,  she  wa-i 
not  entitled  to  it,  there  would  have  been 
a  mis-trial;  but  surely  a  prisoner,  who 
had  been  tried  at  her  own  request  by  a 
jury  de  m^edietate  Unguoe,  would  be  estopped 
from  afterwards  contending  that  she  had 
no  right  to  what  she  had  asked  for. 

It  was  further  contended  that,  without 
reference  to  the  late  Ftatute,  the  prisoner 
would  be  deprived  of  h6r  right,  by  reason 
of  her  being  jointly  indicted  with  a  natural- 
born  subject;  and  iarre'«  case  (a)  was  cited: 
there  it  is  said  that,  upon  an  information 
exhibited  by  the  Attorney- General  against 
several  merchants,  some  of  whom  were 
aliens,  and  some  English,  after  issue 
joined,    the    aliens    prayed    a    trial    per 


question  here. 

WiLDB,  0.  J. 

authority  for 


:  Does  Chitty  refer  to  any 
sfkying    tha^    the    Act    of 


(a)  Moore,  .567,  and  4  Bac.  Abr.  566.  The 
following  is  a  tran§lation  of  the  report  of 
Barre's  case  in  Moore,  5$7,  Mich.  40  &  41  Eliz. 
The  Attorney  of  the  Queen  laid  an  information 
in  the  Exchequer  against  Barre  and  divers 
other  merchants,  of  whom  Pome  were  aliens, 
some  English;  and  after  issue,  the  aliens 
prayed  a  trial  per  medietatem  lingua.  The  Ck)iirt 
advised  with  all  the  judges  of  England,  and  at 
last  it  was  adjudged  that  they  could  not  have 
the  trial  per  medietatem  lingua ;  because  the 
English  who  are  defendants  with  them  cannut 
have  that  taal.  But  the  aliens  can  have  a 
trial  hy  all  Epglish,  as  they  used  to  have  before 
the  statute,  and  as  they  would  now  have,  if  they 
did  not  demi^id  tha^i>ef  MedietcUem  lingua ;  aud 
it  is  like  the  case  of  privilege,  where  one 
defendant  demands  privilege,  and  the  Court,  as* 
to  his  companion,  cannot  hold  the  plea,  and  then 
he  shall  be  ousted  of  his  privilege. — Note  in  Den. 
C.  C.  472.  The  reporter  in  2  G.  &  K.  888 
refers  to  the  trial  of  Haageu,  Swensden,  and 
others  before  Holt,  14  St.  Tr.  559 ;  Swensdeu's 
claim  to  a  jury  de  medietate  was  allowed,  and 
he  was  tried  separately. 
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medieiatem  lingwe,  but  it  was  resolved  by 
all  the  judges  that  they  should  not  have  it ; 
and  they  likened  it  to  the  cose  of  priyllege, 
where  one  of  several  defendants  demands 
privilege,  and  the  Conrt,  as  to  his  com- 
panions, cannot  hold  plea :  then  he  shall 
be  ousted  of  his  privilege.  It  is  diflScult 
to  understand  that  case  in  the  short  note 
we  have  of  it,  for  there  seems  no  reason  why 
separate  trials  should  not  be  had,  and  then 
every  difficulty  would  be  obviated. 

But  the  main  question  is,  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  7  &  8  Vict.  c.  Q6.  In  putting  a  con- 
struction upon  the  words,  '  all  the  rights 
and  privileges,"  in  the  16th  section,  the 
6th  section  may  help  us :  it  declares  that 
aliens  may  obtain  a  certificate  from  the 
Secretary  of  Stai6,  giving  them  the 
privileges  of  natural -bom  subjects,  with 
certain  exceptions  mentioned  in  the  Act, 
and  such  others  as  may  be  mentioned  in 
the  certificate.  Suppose,  then,  an  alien 
woman  marries  a  foreiirner  who  has  been 
naturalized,  she  would,  for  certain  pur- 
poses, be  naturalized  also,  but  not  for  all 
purposes.  • 

VViLDB,  C.J. :  Name  what  privilege 
would  be  denied  to  her  P 

Ballcmtvne :  All  such  as  by  the  certifi- 
cate were  denied  to  her  husband.  If  her 
marriage  with  him  gives  her  certain 
rights,  it  cannot  exte(nd  them  beyond  those 
of  the  husband  himself.  This  puts  a  limi- 
tation upon  the  16th  section,  and  shows  , 
that  the  privileges  conferred  are  not 
absolutely  those  of  a  British-born  subject. 
In  Com.  Dig.  tit.  Alien  o.  8  it  is  said,  cit- 
ing Moliere's  case  (a)— 

*•  Though  aliens  are  subject  to  our  lawg, 
and  in  enormoits  offencies,  as  murder,  &c.,  are 
liable  to  the  ordinary  coarse  of  justice,  yet  it 
may  be  too  harsh  to  punish  them  on  a  local 
statute.  Thus  a  French  prisoner  indicted  of 
privately  stealing  from  the  shop  was  acquitted 
of  that  by  direction  of  the  judge^  and  found 
guilty  of  larceny  only.** 

The  Attorney- General  (with  whom  were 
Clarhaon,  Bodl6ni  and  Clerh)  for  the 
prosecution :  First,  it  would  have  been 
.  clearly  a  mis-trial  if  the  prisoner  had 
been  tried  by  a  jury  ae  medletats 
lingtUB,  and  aftcfrWards  held  not  to  have 
been  entitled  to  it,  ds  it  would  have 
appeared  on  the  tecord  that  she  was  not 
an  alien  born.  Barrels  cade,  as  reported 
in  Ifoore,  was  rightly  decided,  and  shows 
that  a  foreigner  indicted  with  an  English- 
man cannot  have  a  mixed  jtiry.  In  Barrels 
case  the  information  cannot  be  found,  but 
it  decides  that  a  foreigner  loses  the  pri- 
vilege when  he  is  co-defendant  with  a 
British  subject.  The  judges  compared 
the  case  to  one  of  privilege.    The  case  of 

(a)  Fost  Or.  L.  188  w. 


a  peer  indicted  with  a_  commoner  is 
difi'erent,  because  each  class  is  entitled  to 
"be  tried  by  its  peers.  The  first  mention 
of  trial  per  .fnecUetatem  is  in  27  Edw.  3. 
c.  8.,  ana  may  serve  to  show  the  meaning  of 
the  statute  passed  in  the  next  year — upon 
which  the  prisoner  relies.  It»enacts,  tnat 
upon  all  plaints  before  the  mayor  of  the 
staple,  upon  which  an  inquest  should  be 
awarded — 

"  If  both  parties  be  aliens,  it  shall  be  tried  by 
aliens  ;  if  both  be  denizen^,  it  shall  be  tried  by 
denizens ;  if  one  a  denizen,  and  the  other  an 
alien,  one  moiety  of  the  inquest,  or  the  proof, 
shall  be  denizens,  and  the  other  aliens.'* 

This  statute  did  not  apply  where  the 
Kin^  was  a  party,  but  the  28  Edw.  3. 
applies  as  well  to  criminal  as  civil  cases. 
A  mistake  id  made  in  classing  denizens 
dild  aliens  together ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
dbvious,  from  the  wording  of  the  statute, 
that  "  denizen  *'  is  used  in  contradistinc- 
tion from  ••  alien,"  and  means  those  who 
have  the  position  of  British  subjects, 
whether  by  birth  or  by  patent.  Broohe*8 
Abr.  tit.  **  Deuizen  "  and  **  Alien  *'  con- 
firms this  view,  and  it  is  material  to  ob- 
serve! that  the  word  which,  ill  the  28 
Edw.  51.,  is  translated  **  amongst,'*  is  in 
fact  **  enire,'*  which  strictly  means  be- 
tween, and  this  explains  the  parage  in 
Ohitty,  referred  to  on  the  other  side.  The 
statute  then  applies  to  suits  ** between** 
aliens  and  denizens,  httt  not  to  those'  in 
which  either  plaintifia  or  defendants  arO 
of  a  mixed  character,  for  then  the  incon- 
veniences pointed  out  in  Barrels  case  would 
arise.  Besides,  in  this  statute  *'  denizen^  " 
means  British  subjects. 

Wilde,  O.J. :  Not  denizens  by  letters 
patent,  but  denizens  by  birth. 

Attorney-Oeneral :  In  Brooke* 8  Abr.  tit. 
"  Denizen  *'.  and  •*  Alien,"  part  4,  it  is 
said — 

<<  Denizens  are  as  well  those  that  are  English 
bom,  as  those  who  were  aliens  and  are  made 
denizens  by  the  King  by  his  letters  patent.'' 
and  part  12 — 

*'  Where  two  alien?  were  at  issue,  it  was 
awarded  that  they  should  be  tried  hj  all 
English  ;  but  if  alien  and  denizen  are  at  issue, 
they  shall  be  tried  by  English  and  aUens." 

Secondly,  the  prisoner^ia^noi  an  alien ; 
28  Edw,  3.  c.  13.  is  superseded  by  6  Oeo.  4. 
o.  50.  s.  62,  and  s.  47  re-enacts  the  law, 
but  limits  the  right  of  trial  da  medietate, 
by  omitting  the  word  denizens,  thus  con* 
firming  the  right  to  aliens.  The  Act  of 
7  &  8  Vict,  has  naturalized  the  prisoner. 

A  jury  de  medietate  Ungum  has  been 
treated  as  though  the  foreigners,  which 
formed  part  of  it,  were  to  be  taken 
from  the  country  of  the  prisonei  on 
trial ;  but  a  Frenchman  might  be  [Well 
tried  by  a  jury  of  half  Bussians^  the  latter 
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not  understanding,  perhaps,  a  word  of  his 
langnage,  and  the  principle,  therefore,  of 
the  privilege  has  been  entirely  roisoon- 
oeiyed.  The  right  which  was  conferred 
by  statute  may  be  withdrawn  by  statute. 
It  is  true  that  7  &  8  VicL  does  not  men- 
tion jurieai  but  it  just  as  effeotually 
takes  away  the  right,  if  it  changes  the 
atattu  to  which  alone  it  was  attached.  Pe  r- 
sons  bom  aliens  are  not  all  entitled  to  the 
privilege;  e.g.^  persons  naturalized  under 
Tarious  Acts  of  Parliament  for  serving  on 
Queen's  ships,  serving  three  ^^ears  in  the 
whale  fishery,  Ac;  Com.  Dig.  tit.  "  Alien," 
(B.)  2.  Aliens  only  are  entitled  to  the  privi- 
lege. Is  this  prisoner  an  alien  P  The  sta- 
tute in  question  declares  that  if  she  marries 
a  natural-born  subject  she  is  naturalized 
ipso  facto.  She  was  so  married  at  the  time 
of  the  trial,  and  had  ceased  therefore  to  be 
an  alien.  It  is  said  that  ihe  naturalization 
is  not  absolute ;  but  the  words  of  the  statute 
are  as  extensive  as  they  can  be,  with  re- 

fard  to  the  woman ;  there  is  no  limitation, 
t  is  true  that  in  the  15th  section  there  is 
a  reservation  of  all  rights  of  property, 
which  in  the  case  of  the  man  might  have 
been  otherwise  restricted  by  the  certifi- 
cate ;  but  even  then  there  is  no  mention 
of  personal  rights,  which  is  a  clear  proof 
that  they  were  intentionally  excluded. 
Oan  it  be  said,  then,  that  a  naturalized 
person  is  an  alien?  In  Com.  Dig.,  tit. 
•*  Alien  **  (B.)  2. under  the  heading,  **  Who 
is  not  an  alien  P  *'  it  is  said — 

"  If  an  alien  be  naturalized,  he  shall  be  to  all 
intents  as  a  natural  subject,  aud  shall  inherit  as 
if  he  had  been  born  within  the  King's  legiance." 

So  in  Co.  Litt.  129a,  it  is  said — 
"  If  an  alien  be  naturalized,  he  shall  be  to  all 
Intents  as  a  natural  subject." 

Naturalization  is  larger  than  denization, 
but  oven  a  denizen  by  Tetters  patent  could 
not  claim  a  jury  de  medietate.  In  the  case 
of  the  Abbot  of  Westminater  v.  Executors  of 
Leman  Clerke,[a)  it  is  said— 

"  So  is  this  statute  which  says  that  when  the 
matter  of  an  alien  bom  is  in  trial,  it  shall  be 
tried  per  medietaiem  lingua.  Still,  if  the  trial  be 
by  all  Englishmen,  the  judgment  is  not  er- 
roneous." 

Gbesswbll,  J. :  I  think  that  was  where 
there  had  been  no  prayer  for  a  jary  per 
medietatem, 

Atto  ney-General :    It   is    said    that   a 

grisoner  is  entitled  to  a  Jury  de  medietate 
ngwB,  on  mere  allegation  of  alienage 
and  demand,  and  that  the  prosecution 
cannot  deny  the  alienage. 

Pollock,  C.B.  :  We  think  you  need  not 
trouble  yourself  on  that  point. 

Platt,  B.  :  If  your  position  is  correct, 
that  naturalization  places  an  alien  in  the 

(a)  Dyer,  26  b.  pU  172. 


precise  position  of  a  natufal-bom  subject , 
whv  are  the  words  **  and  have  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  a  natural-bom 
subject "  added  P 

Cresswell,  J. :  It  may  have  been  to 
prevent  any  contention  as  to  her  having 
no  other  rights  than  those  of  her  husband. 

Attorney  -  General  :  Or  from  more 
abondant  caution.  Expletives  are  often 
so  used  in  Acts  of  Parliament,  as  **  plunder 
or  steal,"  **  dispose  of,  utter,  and  put 
off,"  &o. 

BcUlantine  replied. 

Wilde,  C.J.,  delivered  the  jadgmeni 
of  the  Court:  From  the  time  this  case 
came  from  the  Central  Criminal  Oonri 
into  the  hands  of  the  judges,  it  has  re- 
ceived their  anxious  attention,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  an  opinion,  but  in 
order  that  they  might  be  better  prepared 
to  appreciate  the  arguments  that  would  be 
addressed  to  them.  We  have  attentively 
listened  to  those  arguments,  so  very  ably 
urged  upon  us  by  Mr.  Ballantine,  and  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  objection 
cannot  be  sustained,  and  that  the  prisoner 
was  properly  tried  by  the  jury  empanelled 
at  the  trial.  It  appears  to  all  the  judges, 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  a  just 
conclusion  upon  this  case,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  enter .  into  many  of  the  topics  iutro- 
daced  in  the  course  of  the  argument.  The 
question  is  simply  this— Was  the  prisoner, 
Maria  Manning,  an  alien  or  not  at  the 
time  of  this  trial  P  If  she  was,  she  would 
be  entitled  to  what  she  prayed — to  be 
tried  by  a  jury  de  medietate  lingwB.  If 
she  was  a  British  subject,  she  would  not 
be  so  entitled.  Now  the  effect  of  a  bill  of 
naturalization  has  not  been  questioned, 
and  one  could  scarcely  expect  that  it 
should  be ;  for  the  authority  of  the  text- 
writers  is  BO  clear,  so  uniform,  and  bo 
consistent,  that  no  advocate  of  the  ability 
and  learning  of  Mr.  BcUlanHne  would 
question  it.  By  Lord  Coke,  by  Lord 
Bacon,  by  Sir  Matthew  Hale^  and  by  every 
text-writer ;  by  the  various  learned  editors 
of  all  the  editions  of  Blackstone,  it  is  a 
proposition  universally  adopted,  that  a 
person  naturalized  becomes  to  all  intenta 
and  purposes  a  British-born  subject. 
That  proposition  is  not  at  all  impugned 
by  tne  circumstance  that  in  Natura- 
lization Acts  certain  qualifications  are 
sometimes  introduced,  because  it  is  com- 
petent for  the  Legislature  to  impose  a uali- 
fications  individually  on  British  subjects, 
which  do  not  dpply  to  other  subjects 
of  the  country.  The  Royal  Marriage  Act 
imposes  disqualification  in  regard  to  mar- 
riage on  Briiisih  subjects,  and  varioua 
other  statutes  disqualify  Bubjects  in  par- 
ticular situations  from  holding  certain 
offices,  and  exercising  certain  rights.  The 
question  in  this  oase.  therefore,  b^'^tpo  to 
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be,  what  was  the  statug  or  civil  or  political 
character  belongingto  the  prisoner  at  the 
time  of  the  trial  P  The  section  of  the  Act 
BO  much  relied  on  in  the  arguments,  states 
that  the  party  should  be  taken  and  deemed 
to  be  naturalized.  What,  then,  is  the 
status,  what  are  the  political  rights  and 
character  of  a  person  naturalised  P  Xii 
M.  V.  De  3fterre,  (a)  the  question  arose, 
whether  a  naturalization  bill  disqualified 
the  person  who  was  the  subject  of  it  from 
performing  the  office  of  constable.  It 
appeared  clear  that  the  naturalization 
was  not  a  qualified  naturalization,  but  that 
the  party  had  become  a  British  subject,  and 
was  qualified  to  exercise  an  office  of  trust 
which  the  office  of  constable  was;  but 
by  virtue  of  a  special  provision  in  the  par- 
ticular Act,disqnalifyiDg  him  from  holding 
any  office  of  trust,  he  was  held  incapaci- 
tated to  perform  the  office  of  constable, 
which  was  held  to  be  one  of  tru^t.  The 
question  in  this  case,  therefore,  seems  to 
be,  what  was  the  status  or  political  or 
civil  character  attaching  to  the  prisoner 
at  the  time  of  the  trial.  The  section  of 
the  Act  so  much  relied  upon  provided  that 
the  party  should  be  '*  taken  and  deemed 
to  be  naturalized.*'  Then  comes  the 
inquiry  what  arc  the  circumstances,  status, 
political  character,  and  rights  of  a  British 
subject.  A  British  subject  may  be  subject 
to  certain  disqualifications,  but  the  Court 
knows  of  no  instance  in  which  the 
character  of  an  alien  and  a  British  subject 
are  united.  The  disqualification  imposed 
is  not  a  disqualification  that  results  fi*om 
alienage  after  naturalization  b^  the  Legis- 
lature, but  is  a  disqualification  imposed  by 
the  authority  of  Parliament  on  a  parlicu- 
lar  individual.  If  the  efiect,  therefore, 
of  naturalization  is  to  make  the  party, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  British  subf 
ject  (as  is  proved  by  the  authorities  to 
which  I  have  referred,  as  well  as  by  the 
verv  learned  judgment  of  Sir  Matthew 
Hale  in  CoUingwood  v.  FaM,(h)  in  which 
the  whole  matter  was  gone  into),  is  there 
anything  in  this  Act  of  Parliament  which 
at  all  qualifies  the  statement  that  a  person 
situated  as  this  prisoner  is,  shall  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  be  naturalized?  The 
argument  is,  that  the  object  ef  thiis  statute 
was  to  give  certain  rights,  and  not  to 
take  them  away  ;  but  that  might  be  ur^ed 
in  every  case  of  every  naturalization  bill, 
because  in  no  bill  of  that  kind  is  it  said 
that  it  w&s  intended  to  operate  on  trial 
by  juiy,  but  that  it  was  intended  to  give 
certain  specified  rights.  What  does 
naturalization  give  P    All  that  belongs  to 


ia)  6  Burr,  2787. 
(6)  1  Vent:  420. 


the  character  of  a  British  subject.  What 
does  it  take  awayP  All  that  does  not 
appertain  to  that  character,  for  it  makes 
the  naturalized  party  ipso  fa^to  a  British 
subject,  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  The 
argument  attempted  to  be  drawn  from 
the  other  parts  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
appears  to  be,  that  a  woman  married  to  a 
husband  naturalized  in  a  particular  way 
might,  by  the  construction  contended  for 
on  the  part  of  the  Grown,  acquire  a 
different  staitts,  and  be  entitled  to  rights 
beyond  those  which  her  husband  possessed. 
Very  likelv.  If  the  husband  has  been 
natnralizea,  subject'to  certain  disqualifi- 
cations, applied  to  him  by  legislative 
authority,  he  is  not  the  less  a  British 
subject  because  he  is  under  those  dis<* 
qualifications ;  but  that  cannot  be 
taken  to  qualify  a  distinct  substantive 
enactment,  that  the  wife  should  be  natural- 
ized without  regard  to  such  disqualifica- 
tions at  all.  The  section  upon  which  that 
depends  is  in  general  terms  that  the  party 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  naturalized,  and 
have  all  the  rights  of  a  British  subject ; 
and  it  is  surely  not  a  correct  construction 
to  take  words  intended  to  enlarge  the 
operation  of  the  Act,  and  argue  that  they 
were  elsewhere  used  with  the  intention 
of  restriction.  That  is  not  a  just  con- 
clusion, for  these  words  are  introduced  in 
pursuance  of  a  general  practice  adopting 
the  ordinary  plmseology  which  belongs  to 
legi>lative  grants.  The  intention  of  the 
Legislature  in  every  Act  of  Parliament  is 
to  be  collected,  not  by  travelling  out  of 
the  Act,  but  by  looking  to  the  whole  of 
the  Act  itself;  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  in  this  Act 
of  Victoria  is  to  make  the  woman  a  British 
subject,  and  I  find  no  words  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  the  Act  limiting 
or  enlarging  the  status  of  a  British  subject. 
It  no  more  refers  to  the  Jury  Act  than  any 
other  Naturalization  Bill.  If  that  be  so, 
being  a  British  subject  she  is  not  entitled 
to  the  jury  which  she  claimed.  It  does 
not  seem  necessarv  to  refer  to  the  other 
points  noticed.  The  judges  limit  their 
views  to  the  construction  of  the  Act  of 
Victoria  as  combined  with  former  Acts, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner,  by 
that  statute,  became  a  British  subject,  with 
all  the  incidents  attached  to  that  stcUus, 
and  that  therefore  she  was  not  entitled  to 
a  jury  de  medistate  Ungues,  bnt  has  been 
properly  tried,  and  that  there  is  no  ground 
tor  the  objection. 

Matrrials  made  Use  op.— This  report 
is  compiled  from  the  reports  in  1  Den. 
C.  C.  4(J7,  2  0.  &  K.  887,  4  Cox.  0.  C.  31. 
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HOULDEN  against  SMITH. 


Judgment    of    the    Court   of    Queen's    Bench    in    an    Action    op 
Trespass  against  the  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Spilsby, 

BEFORE    PaTTESON,   CoLERIDGE,    AND    WiGHTMAN,    JJ.,  JANUARY    18, 

26,  AND  February  26,  1850.     (Reported  in  14  Q.B.  841,  and  19  L.J. 
Q.B.  170.) 

Action  of  trespass  against  the  judge  of  the  Spilsby  County  Court,  who  had  committed  the 
plaintiff  for  failing  to  appear  to  a  summons  issued  under  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  95.  s.  98,  bond  fide 
believing  that  he  had  authority  to  do  so,  but  without  jurisdiction,  as  the  plaintiff  did  not  reside  or 
carry  on  business  in  the  Spiltby  district,  a  fact  which  had  appeared  in  the  previous  proceedings 
in  the  suit. 

Held  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench — 

Trespass — Judge  of  Court  of  Record  with  limited  jurisdiciion,(d) 
An  action  will  lie  against  the  judge  of  a  Court  of  Record  with  limited  jurisdiction  for 
exceeding  his  jurisdiction  uuder  a  mistake  of  the  law  as  applicable  to  facts  Which  were 
before,  and  could  not  be  unknown  to,  him.(a) 

(a)  See  Calder  v.  Halket,  4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  496  n,  where  the  later  cases  are  referred  to ;  Anderson 
V.  Gorrie,  1895,  I  Q.  B.  668. 


Trespass  for  false  imprisonment.  PI eas  : 
1.  Not  guilty.  iBSue  thereon.  2.  That 
defendant  acted  nuder  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  95., 
and  that  a  month's  notice  of  action  was 
not  given.  Replication :  that  there  was 
notice.  Issne  thereon.  On  the  trial,  be- 
fore Parlee,  B.,  at  the  Cambridge  Summer 
Assizes,  1848,  a  verdict  was  found  for  the 
plaintiff,  subject  to  the  opinion  of  this 
Court  upon  a  case,  of  which  the  substance 
was  as  follows  : — 

The  defendant  was  judge  of  the  County 
Conrt  of  Lincolnshire  holden  at  Spilsby. 
The  plaintiff  dwelt  and  carried  on  business 
at  Cambridge,  out  of  the  district  assigned 
to  the  Spilsby  Court.  The  defendant,  on 
tie  8th  July  1847,  gave  leave  to  two  per- 
Bons  of  the  names  of  Young  and  Madden 
to  summon  plaintiff  to  the  Spilsby  Court 
on  a  cause  of  action  which  had  accrued  in 
the  district  of  that  court.  Plaintiff  was 
summoned  at  Cambridge;  ho  did  not 
appear,  and,  on  proof  of  the  summons, 
judgment  was  given  against  him  by  de- 
fault. This  judgment  bein^  unsatisfied, 
Young  and  Madden,  the  plaintiffs  in  the 
plaint,  obtained  from  the  county  court  a 
judgment  summons,  under  the  County 
Courts  Act,  9  A  10  Vict.  c.  95.  a.  98,  calling 
on  the  plaintiff,  as  defendant  in  the  plaint, 
to  appear  in  the  county  court,  holaen  at 
Spilsby,  in  order  to  be  examined  by  the 
judge  of  that  court,  and  giving  him  notice 
that,  in  case  of  his  not  appearing,  he 
might  be  committed  to  the  common  gaol 
at  Spilsby.  This  summons  was  served  on 
th*>  plaintiff  at  Cambridge,  where  he  re* 
Bided,  out  of  the  district  of  the  Spiisby 


Court.  The  plaintiff  having  disregarded 
this  summons,  and  not  appearing  at  the 
Spilsby  Court,  and  the  service  of  the  last- 
mentioned  summons  having  been  duly 
proved,  the  defendant,  whilst  acting  as 
and  in  the  capacity  of  judge  of  the  Spilsby 
County  Court,  and  5<m<i.^  believing  he 
had  power  and  authority  as  such  judge  to 
make  such  an  order,  made,  in  the  minute 
book  of  the  Spilsby  Court,  a  memorandum 
in  the  action  m  that  court,  ordering  thai 
the  defendant  in  the  plaint,  the  now  plain* 
tiff,  should  for  his  contempt  be  committed 
to  Cambridge  gaol.  A  warrant  issued  ac- 
cordingly; and  the  plaintiff  was  takea 
under  it  and  imprisoned  in  Cambridge 
gaol  until  discharged  on  habeas  corpus. 
Kotice  of  action  given  in  due  time  was 
proved. 

CousT  o?  Queen's  Bench. 
Before  Patteson,  Coleeidge,  and  Wiout- 

MAN,  JJ. 

January  18  and  25,  1850« 
Watson  (a)  (for  the  plaintiff) :  The  judge 
had  no  jurisdiction  to  commit  for  con-* 
tempt,  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  95.  s.  98  onlj 
authorises  a  judgment  summons  to  be 
obtained  from  the  county  court 
'*  within  the  limits  of  which  the  other  part/ 
shall  then  dwell  or  carry  on  business." 

The  defendant,  the  judge  of  the  Spilsby 
court,   had  no  jurisdiction  to  issue  the 

(a)  Afterwards  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer. 
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BTiminonB,  and  consequently  no  jarisdio- 
tion  to  commit  for  the  alleged  contempt. 
When  a  jadge  baa  no  jorisdiction  be  is 
responsible,  tbougb  be  erroneously  tbinks 
be  bas  jurisdiction,  Oarratt  v.  Morley.{a) 
The  defendant  in  tbe  present  case  is  a 
judge  of  a  court  of  recora,  witb  an  autho- 
rity limited  by  statute.  His  order  not 
being  within  tbe  scope  of  bis  special 
jnrisdiction  given  him  by  tbe  statute,  is 
void ;  and  be  is  liable  in  trespass,  WcUson  v. 
BodellAh)  Miller  v.  8eare,(c)  There  is  a 
class  of  cases,  of  which  Thomcu  v.  Hvd' 
8on(d)  is  one,  which  decide  that  an  officer, 
obeying  tbe  order  of  a  court,  is  protected, 
though  the  order  itself  was  void  ;  but,  as 
shown  in  Andrews  V.  3fdrrw,(e)  the  officer 
is  protected  because  be  is  bound  to  obey 
the  commands  of  bis  superior,  if  formally 
given,  without  inquiring  whether  the 
superior  was  justiAed  or  not.  That  prin- 
ciple is  not  applicable  to  the  judge 
himself,  Caider  v.  H<dhet,(f)  Taaffe  v. 
Botones.ig)  Farke,  B.,  in  delivering  the 
judgment  of  the  Judicial  Committee  of 
rrivv  Council  in  Colder  v.  Halhet^  states 
the  law  to  be  that  a  judge  has  an  im- 
munity in  respect  of  any  act  of  a  judicial 
nature  within  the  general  scope  of  his 
jurisdiction — 

**aDd  whether  there  was  any  irregularity  or 
error  in  it  or  not,  would  be  dispunishable  by 
ordinary  process  at  law.  But  the  protection 
would  clearly  not  extend  to  a  judicial  act,  done 
wholly  without  jurisdiction." 

He  afterwards  adds  another  qualification 
to  the  liability  of  a  judge — 

''  It  is  well  settled  that  a  judge  of  a  court  of 
record  in  England,  with  limited  jurisdiction,  or 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  acting  judicially,  with  a 
special  and  limited  authority,  is  not  liable  to  an 
action  of  trespass  for  acting  without  jnrisdiction, 
unless  he  had  the  knowledge  or  means  of  know- 
ledge of  which  he  ought  to  have  availed  him- 
self, of  that  which  constitutes  the  defect  of 
jurisdiction." 

And  he  cites  Otovnne  vi  Poole^ih)  Pike  v. 
Carter,{i)  and  Lotoiher  v.  The  Earl  of 
Madnor.ij)  The  defendant,  in  tbe  present 
case,  bad,  in  fact,  no  jurisdiction  ;  for  the 
plain tifi*  dwelt  and  carried  on  his  business 
cut  of  tbe  limits  of  the  defendant's  dis- 
trict.   Tbe  facts  show  that  tbe  defendant 

(a)  1  Q.  B.  18i 

(6)  14  M.  &  W.  67. 

(c)  2  W.  Bl.  1141. 

id)  14  M.  &  W.  853.  Judgment  of  Exch. 
affirmed  on  Error  in  Exch.  Ch.,  Thomae  v. 
Hudion,  16  M.  &  W.  885. 

ie)  1  Q.  B.  8. 

(/)  8  Moo.  P.  C.  28;  4  St.  Tr.  N.S.  481. 

{g)  3  Moo.  r.  C.  86  note  (a)  ;  8  St.  Tr. 
N.8.  1317. 

{h)  2  Lutw.  Appendix,  1660,  1666. 

(i)  3  Bing.  78. 

O)  8  East,  113. 


had  knowledge  of  this;  he  had  given 
leave  to  summon  tbe  plaintiff,  which 
leave  would  not  have  been  required  if  tbe 
plaintiff  bad  resided  or  carried  on  bis 
business  within  the  district.  The  service 
of  tbe  notice  in  Cambridgeshire  was  proved 
before  the  defendant  at  the  time  when  he 
issued  bis  order  to  commit  the  plaintiff  to 
Cambridge  gaol ;  and  it  would  have  been 
wrong  to  commit  him  to  any  gaol  except 
Spilsby  if  he  had  resided  in  that  district. 

Then,  supposing  that  tbe  defendant  bas 
a  defence,  it  is  not  open  to  him  under  tbe 
plea  of  Not  guilty.  In  Mostyn  v.  Fahri- 
ga8,(a)  which  was  trespass  for  false  im- 
prisonment. Lord  Mansfield  says — 

"  Nothing  is  so  clear  as  that  to  an  action  of 
this  kind  the  defendant,  if  he  hat  any  justifica'* 
don,  must  plead  it." 

And,  again-^ 

"Therefote  by  the  Uiw  of  England,  if  an 
action  be  brought  against  a  judge  of  record  for 
an  act  done  by  him  in  his  judicial  capacity,  he 
may  plead  that  he  did  it  as  judge  of  record,  and 
that  will  be  a  complete  justification.  So  in  this 
case,  if  the  injury  complained  of  had  been  done 
by  the  defendant  as  a  judge,  though  it  arose  in 
a  foreign  country  where  the  technical  distinction 
of  a  court  of  record  does  not  exist,  yet  sitting 
as  a  judge  in  a  court  of  justice,  subject  to  a 
superior  review,  he  would  be  within  the  reason 
of  the  rule  which  the  law  of  England  says  shall 
be  a  justification ;  but  then  it  must  be  pleaded." 

This  is  qtioted  at  tbe  bar  in  Picton*s 
case,(&)  and  it  bas  always  been  the  prac- 
tice to  plead  specially.  In  Hamond  v. 
Sowell,(c)  Groenvelt  v.  Burwelly(d)  and 
Taaffe  v.  Doiime«,(e)  the  defence  was  spe- 
cially pleaded. 

WiGHTMAN,  J.,  referred  to  Solroyd  v. 
Breare.(f) 

Watson :  There  the  actual  trespasser,  iii 
seizing  tbe  goods  of  the  plaintiff,  did  an 
act  not  authorized  by  the  defendant,  wbo» 
as  judge,  bad  issued  process  commanding 
him  to  seize  tbe  goods  of  a  third  person. 
Ihe  defence  Was  a  denial  that  tbe  de- 
fendant did  the  wrongful  act,  Which  Is 
Not  guilty.  In  tbe  present  case  tbe  bailiff 
imprisoned  the  plaintiff  by  express  order 
of  the  defendant,  but  be  says  be  was  jus- 
tified in  giving  sach  an  Order ;  that  jus- 
tification should  be  specially  pleaded. 

WiGBTMAN,  J. :  In  DvMS  V.  Baron 
Brougham  and  Vauxig)  the  defence  was 
admitted  under  Not  guilty. 


(a)  1  Cowp.  161, 178. 

(6)  80  St  Tr.  225,  751. 

(c)  2  Mod.  218. 

id)  1  Ld.  Haym.  464^ 

(c)  a  St  Tr.  N.S.  1317 ;  8  Moo.  P.  C.  28 
note  (a). 

(/  )  2  B.  &  Aid.  473. 

{g)  1  Moo.  &  R.  809 ;  S.  C«  6  C.  &  P.  249  ; 
3  bl.  Tr.  N.S.  669* 
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Watson  t  There  the  defendant  waa  pro- 
tected by  the  common  law  as  a  judge,  and 
also  under  6  Oeo,  4.c.  16.,  and  was  entitled 
to  plead  the  general,  issne  by  s.  44  of 
that  Btatate;  the  last  defence  was  open 
nnder  the  genera]  issne,  as  the  canse  was 
before  the  rule  of  Trinity  Term,  1  Vict.{a) 
That  point  appears,  by  the  report  in  Car- 
rington  and  Payne,  to  have  been  taken  at 
the  trial,  though  it  is  not  noticed  in  the 
report  in  Moody  and  Robinson, 

WiGHTMAN,  J, :  According  to  my  recol- 
lection of  the  case,  Itord  Lyndhurst  decided 
it  entirely  on  the  ground  that  the  act  of  a 
court  of  record  was  not  a  primd  fa^ie 
trespass  by  the  judge,  and  consequently 
that  proof  of  its  being  the  act  of  a  court 
of  record  was  admissible  under  Not  guilty. 

Worlledge,  contra:  The  defence  may  be 
given  in  evidence  under  Not  guilty.  In 
JJicas  V.  Ba/ron  Brougham  and  VattXf{g) 
Lord  Lyndhurst  appears  to  have  acted  on 
the  principle  just  stated  from  the  Bench. 
6  Geo,  4.  c.  16.  s.  44  is  not  mentioned  in 
Moody  and  Bohi/nson's  report  at  all ;  and 
the  reporters  must  have  thought  that  Lord 
Lyndhurst  ruled  only  on  the  point  which 
they  noticed.  In  Bwron  v,  BenmanQ))  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  on  a  trial  at  bar, 
directed  the  jury  that,  if  the  seissure  of 
the  goods  by  the  defendant  was  a  seizure 
by  the  Crown,  it  was  an  act  of  State,  for 
which  the  defendant  was  irresponsible, 
and,  therefore,  entitled  to  a  verdict  on 
Not  guilty.  That  is  the  very  principle  of 
Bicas  V.  Baron  Brougliam  and  Vaux^{c)  as 
stated  in  Moody  and  Bohinson,  There  are 
other  authorities  for  it^Tinsley  v.  Nas- 
8au,{d)  Tunno  v.  Morris.(e) 

CoLERiDGB,  J. :  These  two  last  cases 
seem  to  be  open  to  the  same  explanation 
as  Holroyd  v.  Breare.{f) 

Worlledge :  In  Le  Ca/ux  v.  Eden,(g)  an 
action  of  trespass  for  false  imprisonment 
incidental  to  the  taking  of  a  ship  as  prize 
which  was  afterwards  acquitted  by  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  Not  guilty  was  the 
only  plea.  In  Colder  v.  Halkelih)  the 
Court  seems  to  have  inclined  to  the  opi- 
nion that  the  same  plea  was  sufficient  at 
common  law.  The  imprisonment  here 
was  by  a  wanant  under  the  seal  of  the 
court.  It  is  true  the  defendant  ordered 
thai  warrant  to  issue ;  but,  if  it  is  so  far 
the  act  of  the  court  as  to  protect  him, 
then  he  is  not  guilty  of  the  trespass.  It 
could  hardly  be  contended  that,  if  a  pri- 

(a)  8  A.  &  E.  279. 

(6)  2  Ex.  167,  189, 190;  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  625. 

(<?)   1  M«)0.  &  R.  309  ;  6  C.  &  P.  249. 

((f)  M.  &  M.  52. 

re)  2  C.  M  &  R.  298 ;  5  Tyr.  949. 

(/)  2  B.  &  Aid.  473. 

tv)  Dougl.  594. 

(h)  8  Moo.  P.  C.  28,  79. 


soner  under  sentenoe  of  imprisonment 
brought  an  action  agai&st  the  judge  of 
assize  who  sentenced  him,  the  judge  must 
plead  specially. 

Then  is  there  a  defenoe  here  P  It  must 
be  admitted  that  the  committal  was  wrong, 
under  the  circumstances ;  but  the  de- 
fendant would  have  had  jurisdiction  to 
summon  and  commit  the  plaintiff  if  he 
had  dwelt  or  carried  on  business  within 
the  limits  of  the  Spilsby  Court.  In  de- 
livering judgment  in  Calder  v.  Halkei,{a) 
Pa/rhe,  B.,  says — 

"  We  must  oonBider  the  defendant  as  being  in 
the  same  Rituation  as  a  criminal  judge  in  this 
oountry,  with  the  qaaliflcation  that  he  had  no 
jurisdiction  over  one  particular  elms,  viz.,  the 
Euiopeaa-bom  subjects  of  the  British  Crown  ; 
and  the  question  is,  whether  he  is  liable  to  an 
action  of  trespass  for  causing  the  plaintifif  to  be 
arrested,  he  being,  in  reality,  exempt  from  hia 
jurisdiction." 

He  then,  after  discussing  the  varioua 
cases,  concludes — 

"It  18  clear,  therefore,  that  a  judge  is  not 
liable  in  trespass  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  nuleaa 
he  knew,  or  ought  to  have  known,  of  the  de- 
fect; and  it  lies  on  the  plaintiff,  in  every  such 
case,  to  prove  that  faof 

Now,  how  does  the  plaintiff  in  the  pre- 
sent case  prove  that  fact  P  The  defendant 
committea  him  to  Cambridge  gaol;  and 
no  doubt  that  shows  that  he  was  aware 
that  the  plaintiff  resided  in  Cambridge- 
shire. But  he  might  carry  on  business  in 
Lincolnshire ;  there  must  be  thousands  of 
persons  who  carry  on  business  in  the 
metropolis,  and  therefore  are  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  judges  of  the  metro- 
politan county  courts,  and  yet  reside  in 
Kent,  Surrey,  or  Middlesex,  so  that  the 
judge  of  the  metropolitan  county  court,  if 
acting  under  the  99th  section,  must  com- 
mit them  to  a  gaol  out  of  his  district. 
There  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  de- 
fendant here  haa  his  attention  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  carried  on  hi4 
business  out  of  the  district  of  Spilsby. 
It  is  true  that,  some  months  before,  he 
gave  leave  to  summon  the  plaintiff;  but 
it  is  too  much  to  assume  that  a  judge  of  m 
county  court,  who  decides  an  enormous 
number  of  cases,  remembers  all  that  haa 
occurred  in  his  court.  All  that  would, 
in  fact,  take  place  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mittal w^uld  be  that  the  judge  would  in- 
quire if  the  person  appeared,  and  if  there 
was  personal  service.  He  could  not  be 
expected  to  surmise  that  the  wrong  court 
had  been  applied  t^,  unless  something 
called  his  attention  to  it.     OUiet  v.  Bes* 


(rt)  8  Moo.  F.  C.  76. 
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<ey,(a)  Owinney,Pool€,(b)  Pike  v.  Oa/rter,(e) 
L&wiher  t.  Lord  RadnoT.id)  and  an  Anonym' 
m(ma(e)  case  in  Veniris,  are  antborities 
that  there  must  be  something  in  the  in- 
ferior court  equivalent  to  a  plea  to  the 
jurisdiction,  or  at  least  conveying  clear 
notice  to  the  judge  that  there  was  no 
jurisdiction,  or  else  the  judge  is  not  liable. 
These  authorities  were  not  cited  in  Oa/rraU 
V.  Morleyif) ;  and  the  ground  of  the  deci- 
sion against  the  commissioners  in  that 
case  was,  that  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
commissioners  had  any  eTidenoe  before 
them  that  the  plaintitf  resided  within 
their  jurisdiction.  In  Andrews  v.  Jfor- 
ri8(g)  the  action  was  not  against  the  oom- 
miesioners.  In  Wateon  y.  BodeU(h)  it  was 
assumed  that  the  want  of  jurisdiction  was 
known  to  the  defendant.  In  Beaurain  ▼. 
Scoit(i)  and  Smith  v.  Boueh%er(j)  the  ob- 
jections to  the  jurisdiction  were  apparent 
on  the  face  of  the  proceedings.  Miller  r. 
8eare(k)  is  treated  by  Holroyd,  J.,  in  Batten 
V.  Carewt(l)  as  overruled  by  DosweU  v  IrH' 
pey.{m) 

Wat$on,  in  reply,  cited  Terry  v.  Hwni' 
ingtouin)  and  Wtngdte  v.  Waite,(o)  and 
contended  that  the  matter  in  question  was 
wholly  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  de- 
fendant, inasmuch  as  the  authority  given 
by  the  O^th  and  99th  sections  was  to  pro- 
ceed in  pasnamXp)  an  entirely  new  juris- 
diction, and  not  in  continuance  of  the 
original  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine 
the  case ;  and  that  the  question  of  scienter 
was  material  in  those  cases  only  where, 
under  given  circumstances,  jurisdiction 
existed.  Cur,  adv.  vult. 

February  26th,  1850. 

Patteson,  J.,  now  delivered  judgment. 

This  was  an  action  for  trespass  and  false 
imprisonment  against  the  defendant,  the 
iudge  of  the  county  court  in  Lincolnshire. 
The  defendant  pleaded  Not  guilty,  but 
not  saying  "by  statute";  also  a  plea  of 
want  of  notice  of  action  ;  but  the  notice 

(a)  (T.)  Jones,  214. 

(6)  2  Lutw.  Appendix,  1566. 

(c)  8  Bing.  78. 

id)  SEast,  113,  119. 

(e)  I  Vent.  236. 

(/•)  1Q.B.  18. 

(^)  1  Q.  B.  3. 

(A)  14M.  &  W.  57,  70,  71. 

(t)  3  Camp.  388. 

O)  2  Str  993. 

(A)  2  W.  Bl.  1141. 

(0  3  B.  &  C.  649,  657. 

(f»)  1  B.  &  C.  163. 

(n)  Hardres,  480. 

(o)  6  M.  &  W.  739. 

(p)  See  KinningU  ca«e,  10  Q.  B.  730 ;  Ex 
parte  K inning,  4  (/.  B.  507  j  and  Bowdler'a 
case,  12  Q.  B.  612  (,all  on  R  &  9  Vict.  c.  l-'7). 


was  proved  at  the  trial.  The  facts  appear 
to  be  that  the  plaintiff,  being  resident  in 
Cambridgeshire,  was  sued  in  the  county 
court  at  Spilsby  in  Lincolnshire  by  special 
order  of  the  aefendant  under  the  6bth 
section  of  9  &  10  Vict  c.  95.  The  plaintiff 
was  served  with  the  summons  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire, and  not  appearing,  judgment 
was  given  against  him  by  default  at  the 
court  at  Spilaby  on  the  18th  August  1847. 
A  judgment  oider  was  served  on  the  plain- 
tiff in  Cambridgeshire  on  the  24th  August. 
A  warrant  against  the  goods  of  the  plain- 
tiff within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Spilsby 
Court  was  issued  on  the  14th  of  Septem* 
ber,  which  was  transmitted,  under  the 
104th  section  of  the  Act,(a)  to  the  county 
court  in  Cambridgeshire,  and  returned 
"no  effects."  So  far  the  proceedings 
were  all  regular.  On  the  21st  September 
a  summons  was  issued  by  order  of  the  de- 
fendant, calling  on  the  plaintiff  to  appear 
at  the  Spilsby  Court  on  the  7th  October, 
and  be  examined  as  to  bis  not  paying  the 
debt  and  costs,  and  as  to  his  estate  and 
effects.  This  summons  was  without  juris- 
diction, for  the  section,  98,  which  autho- 
rises the  issuing  such  summons,  directs  it 
to  be  issued  by  the  county  court  within 
the  limits  of  which  the  party  shall  then 
dwell  or  carry  on  his  business,  which  in 
this  case  was  the  county  court  of  Cam- 
bridgeshire, for  in  that  county  only  the 
plaintiff  dwelt  and  carried  on  his  business 
during  the  whole  of  these  proceedings. 
This  summons  was  served  on  the  plaintiff 
in  Cambridgeshire  on  the  27th  September. 
On  the  7th  October  the  plaintiff  did  not 
appear  at  the  county  court  at  Spilsby; 
and,  the  service  of  the  last  summons 
Having  been  proved,  the  defendant,  as 
jndge  of  the  court,  hund  fide  believing 
that  he  had  power  and  auihority  to  do  so, 
made  a  minute  in  the  minute  book  of  the 
court,  whereby  it  was  ordered  that  the 
plaintiff  Hbonld,  for  contempt  in  not  at- 
tending, be  committed  to  Cambridge  gaol 
for  fourteen  days.  A  warrant  was  made 
out  accordingly,  and  he  was  so  committed. 
That  this  commitment  was  without 
jurisdiction  is  plain;  that  the  defendant 
ordered  it  under  a  mistake  of  the  law  and 
not  of  the  facts  is  equally  pluin  ;  for  it  is 
impossible  that  he  could  be  ignorant  that 
the  plaintiff  dwelt  and  carried  on  his  busi- 
ness in  Cambridgeshire,  the  service  of  all 
the  processes  having  been  proved  to  have 
been  made  there,  and  the  defendant  having 
originally  specially  allowed  the  plaint  to 
be  made  in  his  court,  within  the  juris- 
diction of  which  the  cause  of  action  ac- 
crued, the  defendant  (the  now  plaintiff) 
residing  in  Cambridgeshire.  This  case  is 
not,    therefore,   within    the    principle  of 

(flr)  See  15  &  16  Vict.  c.  54.  8.  5. 
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Lowther  v.  The  Earl  of  Radnor, (a)  or 
Qwinne  ▼.  FooUtiJb)  where  the  facts  of  the 
case,  although  subseqaentlj  found  to  be 
false,  were  soch  as,  if  true,  would  give 
jurisdiction,  and  it  was  held  that  the  ques- 
tion as  to  jurisdiction  or  not  must  depend 
oil  the  state  of  facts  as  thej  appeared  to 
the  magistrate  or  judge  assuming  to  have 
jurisdiction.  Here  the  facts  of  the  case, 
which  were  before  the  defendant  and 
could  not  be  unknown  to  him,  showed 
that  he  had  not  jurisdiction ;  and  his  mis- 
taking the  law  as  applied  to  those  facts 
cannot  give  him  even  a  primd  faitie  juris- 
diction, or  semblance  of  any.  The  only 
questions,  therefore,  are,  whether  the  de- 
fendant is  protected  from  liability  at  com- 
mon law,  being  and  acting  as  the  judge  of 
a  court  of  record,  in  which  case  the  plea 
of  Not  guilty  would  be  sufficient;  or 
whether  he  is  protected  by  the  provisions 
of  any  statute,  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can 
take  advantage  of  such  statute,  haviujg 
omitted  the  words  '*  by  statute"  in  his 
plea  and  the  margin  of  it. 

As  to  the  first  question,  although  it  is 
clear  that  the  judge  of  a  court  of  record  is 
not  answerable  at  common  law  in  an 
action  for  an  erroneous  judgment,  or  for 
the  act  of  any  officer  of  the  court  wrong- 
fully done,  not  in  pursuance  of,  though 
under  colour  of,  a  judgment  of  the  court, 
yet  we  have  found  no  authority  for  saying 
that  he  is  not  answerable  in  an  action  for 
an  act  done  by  his  command  and  authority 
when  be  has  no  jurisdiction.  Here  the 
defendant  had,  not  only  no  jurisdiction  to 
commit  the  plaintiff  to  the  gaol  of  Cam- 
bridgeshire, but  he  had  no  jurisdiction  to 
summon  him  to  show  cause  why  he  had 
not  paid  the  debt.  That  summons  ought 
to  have  been  issued  out  of  the  county 
court  of  Cambridge. 

((I)  8  East,  118,  119. 

(6)  2  Lutw.  Appendix,  1560, 1566. 


The  case  of  Diooa  v.  Baron  Brougham 
and  Vauxia)  was  cited,  but  it  is  plain  that 
the  order  of  commitment  made  by  the 
defendant  as  Lord  Chanedlor  was  not 
without  or  in  excess  of  jurisdiction.  The 
question  was  whether  it  was  regular  or 
not,  which  clearly  could  not  form  the  sub- 
ject of  an  action.  Holroyd  v.  Breare,(h) 
TuntH)  V.  lform,(o)  and  other  similar 
cases  turned  on  the  question  whether  the 
person  doing  the  wrongful  act  was  so 
servant  of  the  defendant  as  to  make  him 
answerable  for  the  act ;  and  it  was  held 
that  an  officer  is  not  such  a  servant  to  a 
judge  of  the  court.  But  none  of  those 
cases  turned  on  the  want  of  jansdiction. 
We  cannot,  therefore,  hold  that  the  de- 
fendant in  this  case  is  protected  fW>m 
liability  at  common  law. 

Is  he  then  protected  by  any  statute? 
We  find  no  statute  which  gives  such  pro- 
tection. The  statutes  21  Jos.  1.  c.  12.  s.  5 
and  42  Get).  8.  c.  85.  s.  6  enable  the  de- 
fence, when  it  exists,  to  be  given  in  evi- 
dence under  the  general  issue,  but  they 
do  not  protect  a  party  acting  without 
jurisdiction  ;  and  now  even  that  privileg^e 
of  pleading  the  general  issue  only  is 
coupled  with  this  qualification,  that  the 
plea  most  be  stated  to  be  "by  statute," 
which  words  are  omitted  here. 

The  judgment  must  therefore  be  for 
plaintiff. 

Judgment  for  plaintiff. 

MiiTERiALs  MADE  tsB  OF. — ^The  above 
report  is  taken  from  14  0.6.  841 ;  the 
report  in  19  L.J.,  Q.B.  170  has  also  been 
referred  to. 


(a)  1  Moo.  k  R.  309. 
(6)  2  B.  &  Aid.  473. 
(c)  2  C.  M.  &  R.  298  ;  5  Tyr.  949. 
(rf)  See  Dewg  v.  Riley,  11  C.  B.  434,  and 
15  &  16  Tict.  c.  54.  8.  6. 
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Proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  before  Shadwbll,  V.C,  on 
Demurrers  to  a  Bill  in  Equity,  January  28th  and  Fbibruary  7th, 
1850,  AND  April  23rd  and  May  24th,  1850;  and  before  Lord 
Cranwqrth,  V.C,  ON  OfijEcrriON  to  the  Defendants'  Answers, 
January  31,  1851.  (Reported  in  1  Sim.  N,S.,  332,  301 ;  19  L.J. 
Ch.  202  ;  20  LJ.  Cli.  417;  14  Jur.  103,  751 ;  15  Jur.  214.) 

The  Kin^  of  the  Two  Sicilies  filed  a  bill  in  Cbaneerj,  alleging  that  duriDg  a  rebellion  in  Sicily  (a) 
the  revoli)tionarj  government  seized  npon  his  treasare,  and  emitted  part  of  it  to  agents  in  this 
coimtrj  fpr  the  parchase  of  stei^mshipa  s  that  a  steamsl^ip  was  purchased  accordingly  from  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Packet  Company,  and  registered  in  the  names  of  Britifth  subjects 
who  were  alleged  to  be  trustees  for  the  agents  of  the  revolutionary  government.  The  bill  prayed 
that  the  vessel,  which  was  still  in  the  port  of  London,  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  plaintiff, 
whose  authority  had  been  restored,  and  for  an  injunction. 

1.  Foreign  Sovereign — Rebellion — Right  to  foliow  property, (h) 

Held  by  Shadwbll,  V.C. — 

A  foreign  sovereign  has  the  right  to  follow  in  this  country  property  which  has 
been  abstracted  from  his  treasury  by  rebellious  subjects,  and  it  is  not  necessary 
to  make  the  members  of  the  usurping  government  parties. 

2,  Discovery —Production  of  documents — Corporation — Agents — Penalties  abroad. 

Held  by  Sh a  dwell,  V.C. — 

The  defendants,  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Packet  Company,  could  not 
refuse  to  produce  documents  on  the  ground  that  they  might  expose  themselves  to 
proceedings  under  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  59  Geo.  8.  e.  69.,(c)  a  corporation 
not  being  liable  to  indictment  under  that  statute. 

IJeld  by  Lord  Cbanwokth,  V.C.(rf) — 

7he  defendants,  the  agents  of  the  revolutionary  government  in  this  country, 
could  not  refuse  to  produce  documents  on  the  ground  that  their  principals  were 
not  before  the  Court,  because,  the  revolutionary  government  having  come  to  an  end, 
they  had  either  ceased  to  be  agents  or  had  become  the  agents  of  the  plaintiff ;  nor 
eouid  they  refuse,  because  the  production  of  the  documents  might  expose  their 
principals  or  themselves  to  penalties  in  a  foreign  country.(e) 

(a)  See  Beg,  t.  GranatelR,  above,  p.  979,  and  the  references  there  given. 

(A)  See  United  Stales  of  America  ▼.  Prioleau,  S  Hem.  &  Mil.  559,  25  L.J.  Ch.  N.S.  7 ; 
United  Statet  of  America  v.  McHae,  L.R.  8  £q.  69. 

(c)  Rep.  83  &  84  Vict.-c.  90.,  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  1870,  q,v* 

(</)  Shadwell,  V.C,  died  August  10,  1850,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rolfs,  B.,  who  was  raised 
to  the  peerage  as  Lord  Cranworth. 

(e)  But  see  U^i^ed  States  of  America  v.  McRae,  L.R.  4  Eq.  827,  8  Ch.  84. 


This  waa  a  petitioD  that  the  defendants 
might  be  decreed  to  deliver  up  the  steam- 
ship Bombay,  purchased  from  the  Penin- 
ttular  i^nd  Orieptal  Sieam  Packet  Company 
CD  behalf  of  the  insurrectioxiary  gpyem- 
ment  in  Sicily  in  1849. 

The  bill  stated  at  length,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
and  entitled  in  right  of  his  soveraignty  to 
the  whole  reyenne  of  the  kingdom  and  its 
administration.  That  early  in  1848  certain 
of  his  subjects  nsnrped  his  anthority  in 


and  direction  of  the  affairs  at  Sicily,  &nd, 
continued  to  exercise  the  same  niitil 
the  month  of  April  1849.  That  such 
usurping  goyemment  seized  the  royal 
pnblio  treasure  of  the  plaintiff  in  Palermo 
and  took  possession  of  all  the  moneys  in 
the  Treasury,  and  assumed  to  appoint 
ministers  of  finance,  foreign  affairs,  com ^ 
merce,  &c.,  who  assumed  tne  management 
of  those  departments. 

That  the  persons  so  assuming  to  act  as 
ministers    appointed     Prince    Oranaielli 


Palermo,  and  estahlished  there  a  species  and  Louis  Scalia  their  agents  in  England ; 
of  goyemment  under  the  title  of  "  the  |  and  that  as  such  agents  the  latter  entered 
Gt)yemment  of  Sicily  '*  **  the  Sicilian  Qo-  \  into  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of  two 
Ternment,"  and  **  the  Executiye  Power,"  i  steam  vessels,  one  the  Fec^,  nearly  com- 
anduulawfuUy  assumed  the  administratiion    pteted,  for  45,000{.,  and    the   other   tb^ 
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aforeBaid.  That  the  said  Willcox,  Moody, 
and  Hfirring  never  gave  any  consideration 
for  such  bill  of  sale,  hot  were  known  by 
the  said  company  to  be  mere  tmstees  of 
GranatelU  and  Scalia.  That  in  fact 
B.  Willcom  was  not  a  ship-owner,  but  a 
clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  company,  and 
the  attesting  witness  to  the  contract  of 
July  1848,  and  that  /.  Moody  had  never 
been  a  ship-owner,  but  was  employed  in 
the  command  of  vessels,  and  was  engaged 
by  OrancUelli  and  SccUiat  on  behalf  of  the 
usurping  government,  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  Bombay;  and  that  Oeorge 
Herring  was  employed  by  OrancUelU  and 
Scalia  as  a  ship-broker  in  relation  to  the 
same  ship.  That  the  said  George  Herring 
subsequently,  on  June  17th,  executed  a  bill 
of  sale  conveying  the  shares  standing  in  his 
name  to  the  said  B,  WUlcox,  but  without 
receiving  any  consideration;  that  the 
registration  of  these  bills  of  sale  was 
purposely  delayed  until  November  26th 
and  27th,  and  that  on  November  29th  the 
plaintiflTs  agents  first  discovered  in  whose 
possession  the  Bombay  yras  from  May  16th 
to  November  28th.  The  said  Willcox  and 
Moody,  having  now  the  control  over  her, 
intended,  unless  restrained  by  the  Oonrt, 
to  send  her  away  without  the  plaintiff's 
consent  from  England  to  some  parts 
beyond  the  seas,  and  not  in  the  dominions 
of  the  plaintiff;  and  that  they  also  in- 
tended to  execute  some  bill  of  sale,  or 
other  disposition  thereof,  in  favour  of  some 
person  unknown  to  the  plaintiff,  without 
giving  such  person  notice  of  the  plaintiff's 
claim  thereto.  That  the  said  ship  having, 
before  the  same  was  so  far  completed 
that  she  could  be  registered,  ceased  to- 
belong  to  the  company,  and  never  having 
since  a  time  anterior  to  the  registry 
thereof  belonged  to  any  person  bemg*  a 
subject  of  Great  Britain  or  otherwise 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  Act  for  the 
registry  of  British  vessels,  the  registra- 
tion thereof,  and  the  entry  of  the  bills  of 
sale,  were  acts  in  fraud  of  the  provbions  of 
the  said  Act  of  Parliament,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  just  rights  of  the  plaintiff, 
whose  moneys  had  been  investea  in  the 
purchase  of  such  ships. 

The  bill  charged  that  the  defendants 
had  in  their  possession  the  before-men- 
tioned contract,  and  divers  letters  and 
communications  which  had  passed  in  re- 
lation thereto,  and  divers  deeds,  docu- 
ments, books,  accounts,  letters,  &o.  rela- 
ting thereto,  &nd  that,  if  the  same  were 
produced,  the  truth  of  the  matters  afore-  ' 
said  would  appear. 

The  bill  prayed  that  the  defendnuts 
might  be  decreed  to  deliver  the  said 
steam-ship,  the  Bombay,  to  the  plain- 
tiff; and  that  in  the  meantime  the 
defendants   might   be  restrained  by  in- 


Bomhay,  then  being  built  for  the  Peninsu- 
lar and  Oriental  Steam  Packet  Company, 
for  60.000L;  that  the  contract  {set  out), 
which  bore  date  the  1st  of  July  184-8,  was 
signed  by  the  defendant  Olia/rlee  Welling- 
ton Howell,  secretary  of  the  company,  on 
their  behalf,  and  by  the  defendants  Grana- 
telli  and  Scalia,  and  by  one  of  its  terms 
Was  subject  to  ratification  by  *'  the  Sicilian 
Government." 

That  the  agreement  was  ratified  by  the 
usurping  government,  who  applied  divers 
sums  of  the  plain tiflTs  revenues — being 
monies  paid  into  his  royal  public  treasury 
at  Palermo— in  purchasing  bills  which  they 
remitted  to  the  defendants  GranatelU  and 
Scalia  in  England  for  the  purchase  of  the 
said  steamships,  and  that  the  purchase 
money  was  duly  paid  to  the  defendants, 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Packet 
Company,  the  vendors,  who  knew  how  the 
money  was  obtained.  That  the  Vectis 
was  delivered  to  Qra/natelli  and  Scalia  in 
1849,  and  by  them  sent  beyond  the  seas. 
That  the  Bombay  was  still  in  the  port  of 
London,  and  had  remained  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam 
Packet  Company  until  May  1849.  That 
in  April  1849  the  plaintiff's  lawful  au- 
thority was  re-established  in  Sicily,  and 
he  was  entitled  to  have  the  Bomhay  de- 
livered up  to  him. 

That  after  GranatelU  and  Scalia  had 
made  the  purchase,  they  and  their  legal 
advisers  formed  a  scheme  and  design 
(which  the  other  defendants  assisted  them 
i&  endeavouring  to  carry  into  effect)  of 
availing  themselves  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  for  the  registering  of  British 
vessels  for  a  purpose  contrary  to  the  policy 
of  such  Act,  and  in  such  manner  as  to 
defeat  the  just  rights  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
to  benefit  the  said  GranatelU  and  Scalia. 
That  in  pursuance  of  such  scheme  they 
requested  the  company,  immediatelv 
the  Bomhay  was  sutticieutly  advanced, 
to  have  it  registered  in  the  name  of  the 
company,  although  they  had  then  ceased 
to  be  the  real  owners.  That  this  was 
accordingly  done,  and  that  on  the  16th 
of  May  1849,  at  the  request  of  the  said 
GraTMtelli  find  Scalia,  the  company  execut- 
ed a  bill  of  sale  of  thirty-two  sixty-fourth 
shares  of  the  ships  to  the  defendant 
Brodie  Willcox,  described  as  a  ship-own«3r, 
and  of  twelve  sixty-fourth  shares  to  the 
defendant  Jo^»  Moody,  also  described  as 
a  ship-owner;  and  of  tne  remaining  twenty 
sixty-fourth  shares  thereof  to  George 
Herring,  ship-broker.  That  Willcox, 
Moody,  and  Herring  had  riot,  in  fact, 
purchased  the  said  ship  nor  any  shares  | 
thereof  from  the  company,  but  the  ship 
was,  in  truth,  purchased  from  the  com-  ' 
pany  by  GranatelU  and  Scalia  by  means  i 
of  money   belonging  to    the    plaintiff  as  ! 
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junction  from  delivering  the  said  steam- 
ship  to  anj  other  person  or  persons  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
from  causing  or  permittinj;  the  same  to  be 
taken  out  of  England,  and  from  making 
any  preparation  for  so  doing,  and  from 
parting  with  the  possession  or  control 
thereof  without  the  plaintiff's  consent, 
and  from  making  and  executing  or  causing 
to  be  registered  any  bill  of  sale  or  other 
disposition  thereof,  and  from  doing  and 
Buffering  to  be  done  any  other  act  affect- 
ing the  same  ship,  unless  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  plaintiff. 

To  this  bill  the  defendants  Willcox  and 
ifoody  filed  a  demurrer  on  the  ground  that 
the  plaintiff  had  not,  by  his  bill,  made  such 
ft  case  as  would  entitle  him  to  any  discovery 
or  relief  from  these  defendants  touching 
the  matters  contained  in  the  bill,  and  also 
because  various  persons  who  werer  not 
mado  parties  to  the  said  bill  were  neces- 
sary parties,  particularly  the  persons 
therein  referred  to  as  being  "  The  Govern- 
ment of  Sicily,"  or  **  The  Sicilian 
Government,"  or  **  The  Executive  Power," 
or  the  persons  filling  the  public  offices  in 
the  said  bill  mentioned  under  the  said 
Government,  or  some  of  them. 

An  ii^ unction,  e»  paries  having  been 
obtained  against  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steam  Packet  Company  on 
November  29th,  1849,  to  resttain  them 
from  delivering  up  the  Bombay,  was  dis- 
solved by  Shadwell,  V.O.,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Company,  having  four  days  before 
that  date  registered  the  vessel  in  the 
names  of  third  parties,  had  ceased  to  have 
any  interest  in  the  matter. 

The  demurrer  of  Willcox  and  Moody  now 
came  on  for  argument. 

Bolt  (a)  and  Cairns  (6)  in  support  of  tlie 
demurrer.  The  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies 
cannot  obtain  the  benefit  of  a  contract 
entered  into  by  the  agents  of  the  govern- 
ment which  had  usurped  his  power.  The 
ship  Bombay  was  purchased  by  agents  of 
the  usurping  government  with  money 
taken  from  the  publio  treasury;  he  has 
not  made  out  that  he  was  entitled  to  this 
money  by  the  law  of  Sicily.  A  de  facto 
government  was  in  power  for  about  twelve 
months,  and  during  that  time  became 
possessed  of  property  in  the  course  of  the 
war ;  and  this  Court  has  no  power  to  assist 
the  plaintiff,  upon  his  re-instatement  in 
power,  to  obtain  what  had  been  possesned 
by  the  usurping  government  and  invested 
in  this  country.  Vaitel  says,  Bk.  2,  c.  18, 
6.  292,  Chitty's  translation,  p.  424,— 


"  When  a  party  is  formed  in  a  state  who  no 
longer  obey  the  sovereign,  and  are  possessed  of 

(a)  Afterwards  Lord  Justice  of  Appeal. 
(^)  Afterwards  Lord  Cbanoellor. 


sufficient  strength  to  oppose  him,  or  when  in  a 
republic  the  nation  is  divided  into  two  opposite 
faitiuns  and  both  sides  take  up  arms,  this  \a 
called  a  civil  war.  8ome  writers  confine  this 
term  to  a  just  insurrection  of  the  subjects 
aj^ainst  their  sovereign,  to  distinguish  that  law- 
ful resistance  from  rebellion,  which  is  an  open 
and  unjust  resistance.  But  what  appailation 
will  they  give  to  a  war  which  arises  in  a 
republic  torn  by  two  factions,  or  in  a  monarchy 
between  two  competitors  for  the  crown  ?  Custom 
appropriates  the  term  of  'civil  war*  to  every 
war  between  the  members  of  one  aod  the 
same  political  society.  If  it  be  between  part  of 
the  citizens  on  the  one  side,  and  the  sovereign 
with  those  who  continue  in  obedience  to  him  on 
the  other,  providing  the  malcontents  Lave  any 
reason  for  taking  up  arms,  nothing  further  is 
required  to  entitle  such  disturbance  to  the  name 
of  civil  war,  and  not  that  of  rebellion.  This 
latter  term  is  only  applied  to  such  an  insurrec- 
tion against  lawful  authority  as  is  void  of  all 
appearance  of  justice.  The  sovereign,  indeed, 
never  fails  to  bestow  the  appellation  of  rebels 
on  all  such  of  his  subjects  as  openly  resist  hi'n  ; 
but  when  the  latter  have  acquired  sufficient 
strength  to  give  him  effectual  opposition,  and 
so  oblige  him  to  carry  on  the  war  against  them, 
according  to  the  established  rules,  he  must 
necessarily  submit  to  the  use  of  the  term  '  civil 
war.'  ...  It  produces  in  the  nation  two 
independent  parties,  who  consider  each  other  aS 
enemies  and  acknowledge  no  common  Judge, 
Those  two  parties,  therefore,  roust  necessarily 
be  considered  as  thenceforward  constituting  two 
separate  bodies.  They  stand  in  precisely  the 
same  predicament  as  two  nations  who  engage  in 
a  contest,  and,  being  unable  to  come  to  an  agree* 
ment,  have  recourse  to  arms." 

Thus,  then,  it  is  evident  that  the 
revolution  in  Sicily  was  a  civil  war,  and 
the  contending  parties  are  to  be  looked 
upon  in  the  same  light  as  two  contending 
nations.  Then  in  p.  426  of  the  translation 
of  Vaitel,  there  occurred  the  following 
passage — 

"As  to  the  other  effects  which  the  law  of 
nations  attributes  to  public  war,  and  particularly 
the  acquisition  of  things  taken  in  war,  subjects 
who  take  up  arms  against  their  sovereign,  with- 
out ceasing  to  acknowledge  him,  cannot  lay 
claim  to  the  benefit  of  those  effects.  The  booty 
alone,  the  moveable  property  carried  off  by  the 
enemy,  is  considered  as  lost  to  the  owners ;  but 
this  is  only  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  re- 
cognising it,  and  the  numberless  inconveniences 
which  would  arise  from  the  attempt  to  recover 
it.  All  this  is  usually  settled  in  the  edict  of 
pacification  or  the  act  of  amnesty.  But  when  a 
nation  becomes  divided  into  two  parties,  abso- 
lutely independent,  and  no  longer  acknowledging 
a  common  superior,  the  state  is  dissolved,  and 
the  war  between  the  two  parties  stands  on  the 
same  ground  in  every  respect  as  a  public  war 
between  two  diffierent  nations.  Whether  a 
republic  be  split  into  two  factions,  each  main* 
tainitig  that  it  alone  constitutes  the  body  of  the 
state,  or  a  kingdom  be  divided  between  two 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1055]       King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  v.  Willcox  and  others,  1850-51.      [1056 


competitors  for  the  crown,  the  nation  is  severed 
into  two  parties,  who  will  matually  term  each 
other  rebels.  Thus  there  exist  in  the  state  two 
separate  bodies  who  pretend  to  absolute  in- 
dependence, and  between  whom  there  is  no 
judge.  They  decide  their  quarrel  by  arms,  as 
two  different  nations  would  do.  The  obligation 
to  observe  the  common  laws  of  war  towards 
each  other  is  therefore  absolute — indispensably 
binding  on  both  parties,  and  the  same  which  the 
law  of  nature  imposes  on  all  nations  in  trans- 
actions between  state  and  state." 

This  country  was  not  in  alliance  with  the 
King  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  There  were  two 
contending  powers  at  war  with  each  other. 
One  had    establislied    a  government    de 

Scto.  Our  Government  did  not  interfere 
tween  th^  two.  It  is  the  same  as  in  a 
public  war  between  two  nations.  The 
property  was  hostilely  seized  by  the  de 
facto  government  and  placed  in  this  case 
out  of  the  King's  power.  VaUel  says,  at 
p.  385— 

<*  The  proi>erty  in  moveable  effects  is  vested 
in  the  enemy  the  moment  they  come  within  his 
power." 

That  is  the  case  here.  The  war  is  now 
at  an  end.  To  take  away  from  a  con- 
quered enemy  what  he  had  taken  would 
be  a  notion  that  had  never  entered  into 
the  mind  of  any  writer.  The  enemy  esta- 
blished a  right  to  certain  property,  and 
brought  it  into  this  country,  and  now  the 
plaintiff  comes  to  demand  it.  It  can  never 
ue  contended,  that  while  the  war  con- 
tinued the  King  could  have  come  to  this 
country  for  the  property  taken  from  the 
public  treasury.  This  country  treated 
poth  parties  indifferently.  Then  can 
the  property  be  recovered  after  the 
war  P  Suppose  the  present  Bepublican 
Government  of  France  were  to  place  funds 
in  this  country  for  fear  of  being  driven 
oat  of  France,  and  then  sappose  the  last 
dvnasty  were  restored,  would  it  be  con- 
sistent with  the  law  of  nations  tbi^t  this 
countnr  should  restore  the  money  so  dcr 
poiiitea  to  the  restored  dynasty  P 

But  if  the  law  of  nations  were  different, 
then  the  King  would  only  have  to  apply 
to  the  powers  of  the  British  Government 
and  ask  for  redress  from  it.  It  might  be 
a  subject  of  appeal  from  one  government 
to  another,  or  an  arrangement  might  be 
made  by  Parliament;  but  there  is  no 
con  tract  which  this  Court  could  enforce. 
The  Admiralty  Court  of  this  country  could 
have  no  power  to  administer  the  law  upon 
this  subject  without  being  delegated  by 
the  Government.  Neither  could  tnis  Court 
deal  with  it,  except  by  being  delegated  by 
the  Government..  How  could  this  Court 
say  that  the  war  l.as  terminated?  It 
might  only  be  smothered.    It  would  be 


for  the  Government  to  decide  that,  and  the 
plaintiff  could  not  obtain  that  object  ex- 
cept by  treaty  with  this  country. 

As  to  the  demurrer  for  want  of  parties, 
the  plaintiff  says  that  Messrs.  Willcox 
and  Moody  are  mere  trustees :  but  trus- 
tees for  whomP  For  the  plaintifl^s 
enemy  P  Surely  there  can  be  no  decree 
in  the  absence  of  those  very  persons 
who,  upon  the  allegations  in  the  bi>l, 
constitute  these  gentlemen  trustees. 
The  Sicilian  Government,  then,  of  that 
period,  ought  to  have  been  made  parties. 
As  to  the  question  of  registry,  the  law 
requires  that  the  ship  be  registered  only 
in  the  name  of  British  subjects,  and  this 
Court  will  give  no  relief  against  the 
register  Barker  v.  Ghapman,(a)  Thomp- 
ton  V.  Smithy  (b)  Ex  parte  Lynch,  (0) 
Thompson  v.  Ijedke.(d)),  Even  though 
it  be  shewn  in  equity  that  the  ship  does 
not  belong  wholly  to  British  bubjects, 
still  the  Court  will  hold  that  it-belongs  to 
the  registered  owners,  Willcox  and  Moody, 
The  Court  is  concluded  by  the  register. 

Lindo  V.  Lord  Bodney,{e)  Le  Caux 
V.  Eden,(f)  El^hinstone  v.  Bedree- 
ch^ndyig)  Barclay  v.  RusadlM  Mitchell  v. 
Rodney,  (t)  VatteVs  **  Law  of  Nations." 
ChiUxft  Trans.,  p.  161,  162,  392,  393,  423, 
426 ;  Puffimdorf,  "  De  Jure  Belli,"  bk.  8. 
c.  6.  s.  23,  and  c.  12.  B.  3 ;  the  Ship  Regis- 
try Act,  ss.  5  &  38,(;)  Wheaton'i'*  Treatise 
on  International  Law,"  p.  434. 

(a)  1  Madd,  Ch.  400. 

(6)  76.895. 

(c)  lb.  15. 

id)  lb,  39. 

(«)  Dougl.  613. 

(/)  76.  .594. 

(g)  J  Knapp,  316;  8  St.  Tr.N.S.  879. 

(A)  8  Ve«.  424. 

(i)  2  Bro.  P.O.  428. 

(j)  8  &  9  Vict.  c.  89.  s.  5. — "  That  no  ship 
or  vessel  shall  be  rejristered,  or,  having  been 
registered,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  duly  registered 
by  virtue  of  this  Act,  except  such  a»»  are  wholly 
of  the  build  of  the  said  United  Kingdom,  or  of 
the  Isle  of  Man,  or  of  the  islands  of  Guernsey 
or  Jersey,  or  of  some  of  the  colonies,  planta- 
tions, islands,  or  territories  in  Asia,  Africa,  or 
America,  or  of  Malta,  Gibralt^ir,  or  Heligolund, 
which  belonged  to  Her  M^esty,  her  heirs  or 
successors,  at  the  time  of  the  building  of  such 
ships  or  vessels,  or  such  ships  or  vessels  as 
shall  have  been  condemned  in  any  Court  of 
Admiralty  as  prize  of  war,  or  such  ships  or 
vessels  as  shall  have  been  condemned  in  any 
competent  Court  as  forfeited  for  the  breach  of 
the  laws  made  for  the  prevention  of  the  slaver 
trade,  and  which  shall  wholly  belong  and  con- 
tinue wholly  to  belong  to  Her  Majesty's  subjecU, 
duly  entitled  to  be  owners  of  ships  or  vessels, 
registered  t>y  virtue  of  this  Act.** 

Section  88. — "  That  when  and  so  soon  as  the 
particulars  of  any  biU  of  sale  or  other  instru- 
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Bethdl  (a)  and  Ooldnnid  for  the  plaintiff : 
This  bill  alleges  the  plaintiff  to  be  the 
rightful  owner  of  the  reyenues  of  the 
kingdom  of  Sicily;  this  allM^tion  is  in 
conformity  with  the  laws  of  &is  country, 
and  is  an  answer  to  all  the  arguments 
affecting  title.  The  bill  represents  that 
certain  persons,  "  subjects  of  the  plaintiff/' 
usurped  ike  government  in  opposition  to 
the  Crown.  It  has  been  said  this  was  a 
lawftil  government  whose  acts  are  to  be 
recognized.  This  Oourt  must  in  many  1 
instances  ascertain  what  governments  are 
to  be  recognised ;  and  it  has  been  laid 
down  that  the  judges  of  this  country  are 
bound  to  look  to  what  is  the  lawful  po- 
rernmcnt.  Now,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  King 
was  lawfully  recognized  by  this  country 
during  the  whole  time  referred  to  in  this 
bill,  and  no  other  government  has  been 
recognized.  The  bill  alleges  that  these 
monies,  so  taken  by  the  defendants,  wore 
part  of  the  royal  revenue,  and  taken  from 
the  royal  public  treasury.  According  to 
the  law  of  this  country,  the  only  govern- 
ment that  can  be  recognized  is  that  with 
which  this  Government  is  in  relation.  To 
support  the  argument  on  the  other  side, 
the  Court  must  recognize  under  the  term 
**The  Sicilian  Government "  persons  who 
never  were  in  relation  with  this  country. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  show  what  the  law 
of  Sicily  is.  There  is  the  general  prin- 
ciple that  the  money  was  the  public 
money,  and  that  the  King  may  sue  on  be- 
half of  his  subjects,  HuUett  v.  The  King  of 
8pain.{h)  It  must  be  presumed  that  the 
^ng*s  right  conforms  to  this  general  prin- 
ciple, there  being  no  averment  to  the  con- 
trary. 

The  objections  raised  against  this  bill 
have  been  founded  upon  varioas  passages 
in  VcUtel  showing,  as  it  has  been  alleged, 
that  the  rebel  subjects  of  a  king,  when 
in  war  against  their  sovereign,  are  en- 
titled to  the  riflrhts  of  belligerent  parties, 
and  property  taken  by  them  cannot  be  re- 
claimed by  the  opposite  party  when  they 
come  into  power  again.  Now,  in  the  first 
place,  the  suggestion  that  our  Courts  will 


inent  by  which  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  share 
or  shares  thereof,  shall  be  transferred,  shall 
have  been  so  entered  in  the  book  of  registry  as 
aforesaid,  the  said  bill  of  sale,  or  other  instru- 
ment, shall  be  valid  and  effectual  to  pass  the 
property  thereby  intended  to  be  transferred,  as 
against  all  and  every  person  and  persons  what- 
soever, and  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  except 
as  against  such  subsequent  purchasers  and 
mortgagees  who  shall  first  procure  the  indorse- 
ment to  be  made  upon  the  certificate  of  registry 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  in  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned." 

(o)  Afterwards  Lord  Chancellor. 

(6)  2  BUgh,  N.S.  81  ;  1  Dow.  &  CI.,  169  ; 
8  St.  Tr.  N.S.  305. 

85234. 


rejgard  governments  in  rebellion  affainst 
friendly  powers  as  entitled  to  the  rights  of 
belligerent  nations  is  wholly  irreconciU 
able  with  the  doctrines  in  Jones  v.  Otvreia 
del  Bio  (a)  and  Ta/ylor  v.  Barclay, (h)  It 
has  been  argued  that  this  Court  will  re- 
cognize such  governments  for  collateral, 
though  not  for  direct,  purposes.  The 
authorities  above  cited  show  that  such  is 
not  the  case,  even  while  such  govern- 
ments are  in  existence ;  bat  here  the 
Court  is  asked  to  recognize  the  usurping 
government,  directly,  although  that  go- 
vemment  is  now  defunct.  Further,  the 
passages  in  Vattel  by  no  means  ^  so  far 
as  has  been  argued ;  for  in  sections  292, 
293,  and  295,  he  expressly  distinguishes 
between  subsisting  and  defunct  rebellions ; 
and  he  in  no  instance  recognizes  the 
rights  of  property  as  still  vested  in  ^- 
vemments  which  have  ceased  to  exist. 
This  idea  is  altogether  unintelligible ;  the 
deductions  from  VcUtel  contended  for 
would  lead  to  the  absurdity  of  attributing 
to  overthrown  rebellious  ffovemments 
those  rights  which  are  denied  to  a  once- 
recognized  government  after  it  has  been 
conquered  or  changed.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  rights  of  the  usurping 
government  vested  in  the  government 
that  succeeded  it. 

It  has  also  been  argned  that  a  munici- 
pal court  cannot  entertain  the  question 
now  at  issue,  but  that  the  object  must  be 
obtained  by  treaty  with  the  government 
of  this  country ;  but  no  authority  has 
been  cited  to  show  that  this  Court  would 
not  assist  a  friendly  sovereign  in  recover- 
ing his  property.  No  other  government 
but  that  of  the  plaintiff's  had  ever  been 
recognised  by  this  country.  The  right 
of  a  foreign  sovereign  to  sue  has  been 
recognized  in  many  cases,  and  the  prin- 
ciple that  a  government  has  a  right  to 
repudiate  or  adopt  the  acts  of  a  former 
government,  which  has  ceased  to  exist, 
also  laid  down  in  various  authorities,  one 
of  which  was  the  famous  case  of  a  bond 
found  at  Thebes  by  Alexa/nder  the  Great, 
cited  in  Pvffendorf, "  De  Jure  BeUi,"  lib.  8. 
c.  6.  s.  23,  and  also  referred  to  in  a  note  to 
the  case  of  Barclay  v.  Bu88ell.{c)  The 
case  was  this :  When  Alexa/nder  the  Great 
took  Thebes,  he  found  an  instrament  in 
which  it  appeared  that  the  Thebans  had 
lent  the  Tbessalians  a  hundred  talents. 
Alexander  gave  up  the  instrument  to  the 
Tbessalians.  The  Thebans,  upon  their 
restoration  by  Caseander,  demanded  the 
debt.  In  Olyn  v.  8oare$(d),  it  was 
never     doubted     that     the     Queen     of 

(a)  Turn.  &  R.  297. 

(6)  2  Sim.  213 ;  7  L.  J.  (Ch.)  65. 

(c)  3  Ves.  427. 

(d)  3  Uyl  &  K.  450. 
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Portngal  conld  either  take  or  repndiate  a 
contract  made  on  behalf  of  Don  Miguel. 
Poblic  monies  are  always  considered  as 
being  impressed  with  a  kind  of  trust, 
and,  in  the  present  case,  the  monies 
being  alleged  to  belong  to  the  plaintiff,  he 
can  sae  for  them,  when  misapplied  with- 
out  his  sanction.  In  Sir  Thomas  Flwner*$ 
case,  Taylor  v.  riumery(a)  monies  were 
pursned  into  the  hands  of  a  third  party ; 
and  in  Seott  v.  8urman(h)  Mr.  Justice 
Willes  held,  that  where  acts  are  done 
without  authority,  the  person  whose  au- 
thority was  necessary  has  the  option  of 
either  repudiating  the  act  or  considering 
the  parties  takine  the  benent  of  such  act 
as  trustees  for  him.  The  plaintiff's  au- 
thority, therefore,  being  restored,  he  has 
a  right  over  all  intermediate  acts,  and 
might  adopt  them  as  far  as  he  thinks  fit ; 
and  it  being  professedly  argued  that  the 
purchase  was  made  for  public  purposes, 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  it. 
In  the  case  of  The  City  of  Berne  v.  The 
Bank  of  England,(c)  Lord  Eldon  has  laid 
it  down  that  the  acknowledgment  of  a 
government  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety ; 
and  hence,  as  the  plaintiff  has  always 
been  acknowledged  by  this  country  as 
King,  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  his  title. 
And  in  Wheaton,  on  the  **  Law  of  Nations," 
p.  298,  it  is  stated  that  courts  of  justice 
and  private  indiyidaals,  until  the  inde- 
pendence ofa  state  had  been  acknowledged, 
are  bound  to  consider  the  ancient  state 
of  things  as  remaining.  The  plaintiff's 
right  is  further  supported  by  the  follow- 
ing cases:  Advocate- General  of  Bombay  v. 
Amerchund^id)  Bolder  v.  Lord  Suntvng' 
field, {e)  Ogden  v.  Iolliot,(f)  King  of  Spain 
V.  MachadoAg)  Barclay  v.  B%M8eLU  Thomp' 
8on  V.  Bowles, (h)  Decrees  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  May  14th,  1660,  and  12  Cha,  2. 
c.  31.,  Jones  v.  Oarcia  del  Eio,(i)  Maclean 
V.  Dunn  (j)  Foster  v.  Bates,(k)  The  Nabob 
of  the  Camatie  v.  The  East  India  Com- 
pany.(I)  The  defendants  are  by  this 
bill  fixed  with  a  knowledge  of  the  plain- 
tiff's rights.  They  were  well  aware  that 
they  were  dealing  with  the  agents  of  a 
usurping  goTemiiient,  and  it  would  be  a 
breach  of  the  duties  of  an  ally  of  a  foreign 
country  not  to  assist  the  sovereign  of  that 
country  in  recovering  his  rights. 

(a)  8  M.  &  S.  562. 
(6)  Wille«,  400. 
(c)  9  Ves.  847. 
id)  1  Knapp,  829  n. 
Ce)  11  Yes.  288. 
(/)  8  T.  R.  726. 
(g)  4  Bass.  225. 
(A)  2  Sim.  194. 
(i)  Tom.  k  B.  i97. 


(J)  4  Bing.  722. 
(X)  12  -       - 


12  M.  &  W.  226 ;  L.J.  (Bx.)  88. 
(/)  1  Ve».,  J.  871. 


The  bill  firther  alleges  ihat  a  sclieme 
has  been  entered  int.o  bv  the  defendants 
with  a  view  to  defraud  the  provisiona  of 
the  *  *  Ship  Registry  Act,"  which  provides— 

**  that  no  ship  should  be  'deemed  to  have  been 
duly  registered  where  the  whole  property  was 
not  vested  in  British  sabjects." 

It  has  been  argued  that  the  vessel  was 
wholly  the  property  of  WiUeox  and  Moody, 
and  that  as  registered  owners,  they  are 
protected  by  s.  38  of  the  *'  Ship  BegistrT 
Act " ;  but  the  scheme  set  forth  in  the  bill 
proves  that  this  is  not  the  case,  and  if  such 
scheme  has  in  fact  been  practised,  the 
registry  has  been  effected  in  fraud  of  the 
Act,  and  the  ship  is  in  fact  held  by 
foreigners,  in  the  name  of  trustees.  The 
Act  only  applies  to  vessels  belonging  to 
British  subjects. 

On  the  question  as  to  want  of  parties,  it 
has  been  argued  that  the  members  of  the 
usurping  government  ought  to  be  made 
parties  to  this  bill,  but  this  is  not  a  dis- 
pute between  individuals.  The  usurping 
government  claimed  nothing  except  as  a 
government,  and  as  thev  have  ceased  to 
exist  as  a  government,  the  Court  cannot 
recognize  them. 

EoU,  in  reply :  The  rights  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Sicily  de  facto  have  not  been 
transferred  to  the  present  government,  so 
as  to  create  any  privity  between  them  and 
the  defendants.  It  has  been  argued  that 
the  plaintiff,  representing  the  present  go- 
vernment, is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  all 
the  acts  of  the  revolutionary  government, 
which  he  chooses  to  adopt,  although  he  at 
the  same  time  repudiates  the  idea  of  the 
government  de  facto  having  at  any  time 
any  rights  as  such.  It  may  be  true  that 
one  government  has  ceased  to  exist  and 
another  is  established,  but  the  contracts 
of  the  defunct  government,  as  between 
them  and  third  parties,  remained  intact, 
and  there  can  be  no  privity  between  the 
present  government  and  those  third 
parties.  All  that  the  third  parties  have 
to  do  is  to  inquire  what  is  the  existing 
government,  and  it  is  evident  that  the 
plaintiff  does  not  represent  the  govern- 
ment existing  at  the  time  the  contract 
was  entered  into.  There  is  nothing  in 
any  of  the  cases  cited  to  show  that  the 
popertj^  taken  by  one  contending  power 
IS  not  transferred  to  the  oonquerinff  party. 
Tlie  plaintiff  has,  in  fact,  pleaded  the 
right  of  war,  and  why  should  not  xhe  de- 
fendants pl^Mi  the  same  right,  and  claim 
to  retain  what  they  have  got  possession  of  P 
The  case  of  the  Thebaii  bond  is  more 
favourable  to  the  defendants  than  to  the 
plaintiff.  It  is  alleged  in  this  bill  that 
these  funds  were  t^en  from  the  royal 
treasury,  but  there  is  no  evidence  to 
prove  that  the  money  so  taken  was  ^e 
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property  of  the  King;  the  Ooart  cannot 
refer  to  the  law  of  Sicily,  and  that  ques- 
tion conld  not  be  determined  by  the  lavir 
of  this  country.    It  is  quite  possible  that 
the  revenue  was  not  vested  m  the  King, 
but  in  one  of  the  public  oflSoers. 
February  7th,  1850. 
Shadwbll,  V.C.  :  In  this  case  I  have 
referred    to    all    those    passages    which 
were  cited  in  support  of  the  demurrer  of 
the  parties ;  and  I  must  say  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  language   that  has  been  re-  | 
ferred  to,  which  is  to  be  found  in  Vattel  ' 
and  Pufendorft  does  not  apply  to  the  case.  \ 
There  is  no  case  upon  the  record  of  belli^e-  | 
rent  parties.    The  case  upon  the  record  is  | 
the  case  of  a  simple   toid   tale,  uniform 
from  beginning  to  end,  of  the  rebellious 
subjects,  of  an  absolute  sovereign  having 
taken  the    opportunity  of  the   state    of 
rebellion  to  possess  themselves  of  some 
part  of  that  royal  property  which  belonged 
to  the  plaintiff  as  ^ing.    He  succeeded 
in  putting  down  the  rebellion;  and  the  ; 

Earties  who  were  in  rebellion  against  him,  I 
aving  made  use  of  their  actual  power  I 
over  the  royal  fund  to  send  it  in  the  shape 
of  bills  and  so  on  to  this  country,  did  not 
acquire  thereby  any  right  to  the  property  . 
as  against  their  sovereign.  And  it  appears 
to  me  an  extraordinary  thing,  after  the 
case  of  The  Nabob  of  the  Camatic  v.  The 
East  India  Company  and  the  case  of  Hullett 
V.  the  King  ofSpain,{a)  that  there  shoald  be 
any  diflBculty  raised  upon  the  proposition ; 
because  it  seems  to  my  mind  to  be  laid 
down  as  clear  as  any  proposition  can  be, 
that  the  independent  sovereign  of  a  state 
is  oomp)etent,  in  this  country,  to  sue  for 
his  personal  rights.  That  appears  to  me, 
therefore,  to  decide  in  effect  the  great 
question  upon  this  record.  And  this  bill 
is  constructed  only  for  the  purpose  of 
following,  by  what  I  may  call  the  doctrine 
of  ear-mark,  that  property  which,  having 
been  taken  once  by  the  rebelliouB  subjects 
of  the  King,  was  sent  by  them  into  this 
country,  in  such  a  manner  that,  by  the 
doctrine  of  ear-mark,  possession  may  be 
traced  to  certain  persons  who  are  defen- 
dants upon  the  record.  In  that  respect 
then,  the  demurrer  must  be  overruled.  \ 
Then,  as  to  the  objection  that  was  made 
for  want  of  parties,  it  does  not  appear  to 
me  that  there  is  any  want  of  paities  upon 
the  record.  The  rebellious  subjects,  cer- 
tainly, are  not  necessary  parties  to  the 
record,  but  those  are  made  parties  who, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  rebel- 
lious subjects  while  they  were  in  a  state 
of  rebellion,  did  unlawfully  and  improperly 
acquire  possession  of  the  King's  property. 
Then,  with  respect  to  the  last  question 


(a)  2  St.  Tr.  N.S.  805  ;  2   Bligh,  N.S.  31 ; 
1  Uow.  &  CI.,  169. 


which  was  made  as  to  the  '*  Ship  Registry 
Act,*'  it  seems  to  me  that  the  38th  section 
has  quite  a  different  object  in  view  from 
that  which  is  contained  in  the  5th  section 
of  the  Act ;  and  according  to  the  true 
construction  of  the  5th  section,  no  person 
who  is  not  wholly  a  British  subject  can 
have  a  right  to  register.  Therefore,  it 
does  appear  to  me,  that  upon  all  the 
grounds,  the  demurrer  must  be  overruled. 
April  2drd  and  24th,  and  May  22nd,  1850. 

The  defendants,  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Steam  Packet  Company,  filed  an- 
other demurrer  to  certain  parts  of  the  bill 
because  the  discovery  thereby  sought 
would  subject  the  company  to  pains  and 
penalties  for  a  breach  of  the  Foreign 
Enlistment  Act,  59  Oeo.  3.  c.  69. 

Stuart,  WiUes,  and  Chandler,  in  support 
of  the  demurrer. 

Bethdl  and  Chldsmid  for  the  bill:  A 
corporation  cannot  be  indicted  except  for 
a  matter  relating  to  property,  as  the  non- 
repair of  a  road  ;  4  fila-  Com.  476.  Eeg. 
V.  Inhabitants  of  Heage.{a) 

Shadwbll,  V.C,  said  that  in  some  cases, 
such  as  not  repairing  a  bridge,  or  not 
complying  with  an  order  of  justices,  a 
corporation  might  be  liable  to  be  indicted, 
but  these  cases  were  exceptional;  the 
general  law  of  England  was  that  a  cor- 
poration could  not  be  indicted  for  crime  ; 
that  since  the  case  was  argued  he  had  con- 
sulted a  learned  judge,  who  coincided  with 
him  in  the  opiniim  which  he  had  formed, 
viz.,  that  the  Steam  Packet  Company 
could  not  be  indicted  under  the  Act  re- 
ferred to ;  and  he  was  confirmed  in  that 
view  by  the  language  of  the  Act,  which 
only  referred  to  individuals  ;  consequently 
the  demurrer  must  be  overruled. 

The  defendants,  Gra/natelH  and  Scaliaf 
afterwards  put  in  their  answer,  in  which 
they  set  out  the  various  changes  in  the 
constitution  of  the  island  of  Sicily,  and 
stated  that  in  January,  1848,  the  people  of 
Sicily  took  up  arms  against  the  plaintiff 
and  defeated  his  troops  ;  that  a  provisional 
government  was  formed  and  a  parliament 
summoned;  that  an  inconsiderable  sum 
of  money,  arising  from  taxes,  was  found 
in  the  treasury  ;  that  from  the  time  of  the 
appointment  of  the  provisional  govern- 
ment the  authority  of  the  plaintiff  en- 
tirely ceased,  and  his  rights  and  property, 
if  any,  became  vested  in  such  provisional 
government ;  that  the  proceedings  of  the 
provisional  government  and  the  parlia* 
ment  by  them  assembled  were  recognized 
by  the  British  Government,  to  prove  which 
various  letters  from  Lord  Minto  were  set 
out;  that  during  the  time  the  provisional 
government  was  in  power  many  thousand 


(a)  2  Q.  B.  128. 
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penone,  natiyes  and  inhabitttntB  of  Siciljt 
contributed,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
parliament  then  assembled,  considerable 
sums  of  money  to  form  a  fand  for  the  pur- 
pose,  amongst  other  thingd,  of  purchasing 
steamships,  and  that  a  safficient  sum  was 
remitted(a)  for  that  purpose  through  the 
provisional  government  to  the  defeodants, 
who  bad  been  sent  over  to  England  by  the 
provisional  government  as  commissioners 
or  envoys  to  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment, 
and  was  received  by  them  to  be  applied 
for  sQch  trust  and  purpose;  that  the 
plaintiff,  however,  undertook  an  expedi- 
tion for  the  re-conquest  of  Sicily,  and 
again  established  his  power  over  the 
island  against  the  will  of  the  parliament 
and  the  people  of  Sicily.  The  defendants 
then  alleged  that,  inasmuch  as  the  money 
sent  to  England  for  the  purchase  of  the 
ships  had  l^n  so  paid  and  contribnted  by 
the  people  of  Sicily  for  the  purpose  of 
such  purchase,  and  as  no  part  of  the  said 
moneys  had  ever  belonged  to  the  plaintiff 
or  had  come  out  of  the  treasury  or  re- 
venues to  which  the  plaintiff  was  or  could 
be  entitled,  the  defendants  could  not  be 
called  upon  to  refund  the  money  to  the 
plaintiff,  but  that  they  were  trustees  of 
the  said  money,  and  wei-e  answerable  and 
accountable  to  the  persons  who  contri- 
buted and  paid  the  money,  and  to  such 
persons  only.  The  defendants  denied  that 
the  executive  government  had  applied  any 
part  of  the  plaintiff's  money  in  the  purchase 
of  the  ships,  and  they  also  denied  that 
the  executive  government  was  an  usurp- 
ing govei-nmenc  or  that  they  were  sub- 
jects of  the  plaintiff. 

The  answer  then  set  forth  a  schedule  of 
documents  in  the  possession  of  the  defen- 
dants, relating  to  the  matters  in  the  bill 
mentioned ;  but  submitted  that  the  defen- 
dants held  such  documents  as  agents  and  on 
behalf  of  the  persons  by  whom  the  money 
was  forwarded  to  this  country  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  ships,  and  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  ordered  to  produce  such  docu- 
ments in  the  absence  of  the  persons  for 
whom  they  were  agents;  that  the  docu- 
ments were  confidential  communications, 
and  that  the  production  of  them  would  be  a 
breach  of  trust  and  confidence,  and,  as  to 
those  in  the  first  part  of  the  schedule, 
would,  as  the  defendants  believed  and  had 
been  advised,  render  them  and  the  persons 
for  whom  they  were  agents  subject  to 
criminal  prosecution,  punishment,  and 
penalties  in  Sicily  in  respect  of  the  part 
they  had  taken  m  the  struggle  against 
the  plaintiff,  and  might  be  used  by  the 
plaintiff  as  evidence  in  a  criminal  pro- 
secution a^nst  the  defendants  when 
within  the  jurisdiction. 

(a)  Said  to  have  amounted  to  190,0002. 


January  18th,  1851. 

Bethell  and  Ooldtwid  moved  for  the  pro* 
duction  of  the  documents 

The  answer  admits  the  fund  to  have 
been  a  public  fund  raised  for  pnblio  pur- 
poses. The  Gourt  is  bound  to  regard  the 
plaintiff,  whose  right  to  the  throno  of 
SioUy  has  been  recognized  hj  this  coun- 
try, us  its  only  lawful  sovereign,  and  the 
war  as  a  lebellion.  The  rebellious  go- 
vernment was  never  recognized  in  this 
country.  The  only  person  in  a  country 
who  can  represent  public  rights  is  the 
lawful  sovereign  {Jone9  v.  Oarcia  del 
Bio,{a)  Thompion  v.  Powle$.Q>)  Taylor  v. 
Bai'clay,{c)  HuUett  v.  King  of  8pavn[d) ). 

The  possibility  of  tho  defendants  in- 
curring penalties  if  they  return  to  Sicily 
is  no  ground  for  protection.  They  are 
safe  in  this  country;  the  Gourt  cannot 
judge  as  to  the  liability  to  penalties  under 
a  foreign  law  (Voider  v.  Lord  Hunting- 
field  (e) ).  Even  if  the  executive  govern- 
ment in  1848  was  a  lawful  one,  the  plain- 
tiff has  now  become  entitled  by  conquest 
to  its  rights  {Advocate-Oeneral  of  Bombay 
V.  Bedreechund{f)), 

Bolt  and  Caime  for  the  defendants. 
The  defendants  hold  the  documents  as 
agents  for  persons  not  before  the  Gourt, 
and  therefore  cannot  be  ordered  to  produce 
them  (Taylor  v.  EandellAg)  Murray  v. 
WdUer  \,h) ).  The  war  was  not  a  rebellion, 
but  a  civil  war.  The  proceedings  of  the 
insurgents  were  countenanced  by  our  Go- 
vernment ;  the  flag  of  the  parliament  and 
executive  government  was  saluted  by  our 
ships.  The  plaintiff  in  subverting  that 
Qovemmeut  had  acted  as  a  wrong-doer, 
and  the  Gourt  ought  not  to  interfere  on 
his  behalf. 

As  to  the  second  objection.  The  de- 
fendants, who  are  Sicilians,  must  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  the  anitnue  redeundi ;  the 
answer  shows  that  if  they  do  return,  they 
will  incur  penalties.  The  Courts  of  this 
country  receive  the  laws  of  foreign  coun- 
tries. The  principle  is  that  a  party  is  not 
bound  to  criminate  himself  (Broutneard 
V.  Edward$^(i)  Harrieon  v.  8oulheoie^(j) 
MaecaUutn  v.  Turion  (k)  Mwray  v.  Wed* 
ter,(l)  Taylor  v.  EundeU  (m) ). 

(a)  Turn.  &.  K.  297. 
(6)  S  Sim.  194. 

(c)  lb.  213. 

(d)  2  Bligh,  N.S.  81 ;  2  St.  Tr.  N.3.  805. 

(e)  II  Ves.  288. 
(/)  1  Knapp,  329  d. 
(a)  Cr.  &  Ph.  104. 


(A)  lb. 


114. 


CO  2  Vei.,  J.  243. 
■  ij)  1  Atk.  528. 

,  (A)  2  Y.  &  J.  188. 

•    (0  Cr.&Ph,  114. 

(«)  lb,  104. 
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BethM  in  reply.  The  plaintiff  has 
alwajrs  been  the  lawfnl  toTereign  of 
Sicilj ;  this  conntnr  has  nerer  recognized 
any  other  power.  The  plaintiff  being  now 
restored  to  his  throne  is  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  all  the  acquisitions  and  con- 
tracts made  by  the  rebellions  gorercment. 
He  adopts  the  contract  made  by  the  de- 
fendants, which  therefore  becomes  his 
contract,  and  the  documents  his  docu- 
ments. This  Court  cannot  recognize  a 
subject  as  baring  a  status  in  opposition  to 
his  lawful  sovereign. 

As  to  the  liability  to  penalties,  if  the 
defendants  are  in  jeopardy  it  is  by  their 
Toluntary  act ;  that  is  no  ground  for  with- 
holding documents  from  a  person  who 
owns  or  has  an  interest  in  them.  Secondly, 
the  protection  of  third  persons  has  never 
been  a  ground  for  withholding  documents. 
Lastly,  the  defendants  have  admitted  the 
whole  corpus delieH  in  their  answer  (Ewing 
r.0sbald%8tan{a)). 

Lord  Obahwokth,  V.C.  :  I  cannot  decide 
this  case,  satisfactory  to  myself,  without 
looking  through  the  bill  and  answer. 

There  are  two  points  of  very  great  nicety 
in  point  of  law.    In  the  first  place,  the 
two  defendants  in  whose  hands  the  do<tu« 
ments  are,  say :  **  They  are  not  our  pro- 
perty, but  they  are  the  property  of  certain 
persons  who  exercised  the  functions  of  a 
provisional  government  in  Sicily,  and  who 
remitted  to  us  certain  moneys  which  had 
been   contributed  by  many  thousands  of 
the  inhabitants  of  tliat  island,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  purchasing  steamships,  and  wo 
emplojea  those  moneys  accofdinff  to  the 
directions  of  our  principals."     Xnd  the 
first  obiection  made  to  the  production  of 
these  oocuments,  is  this:  "You  cannot 
ask  us  to  produce  documents  that  are  not 
our  own  documents,  but  are  documents 
that  we  hold  in  trust  for  others."    That  I 
take  to  be  a  good  objection,  if,  instead  of 
its  being  a  case  of  rebellion,  it  had  been  a 
case  in  which  six  persons  in  Sicily,  having 
succeeded  in  getting  a  subscription  from 
thousands  of  others,  had   remitted  the 
money  to  these  parties,  to  purchase  steam- 
ships ;  for  then,  no  doubt,  the  parties  in 
this  country  would  be  mere  agents.    But, 
if  the  persons  who  remitted  the  moneys, 
are  members  of  an  unlawful  government, 
and,  after  they  have  exercised  the  func- 
tions of  government  for  some  time,  the 
legitimate  government  conquers  them,  my 
present  impression   is  that  that  govern- 
ment will  succeed  to  the  rights  of  the 
government  they  conquered,  and,  inter 
alia,  to  the  contracts  that  that  govern- 
ment had  entered  into,  and  the  property 
it  had  purchased ;  and  the  agents  for  the 


(a)  6  Sim.  608. 


unlawftil  govemnient  will  become  agents 
for  the  lawful  government :  it  will  succeed 
to  the  agency  as  well  as  to  the  property. 

With  regard  to  the  second  objection  to 
the  motion,  I  confess  that  I  was  surprised 
to  hear  that  a  defendant  may  say  he 
will  not  answer  anything  that  will  subject 
him  to  penalties  in  a  foreign  country, 
particularly  if  that  country  is  his  native 
country.  I  do  not,  however,  mean  to  say, 
at  present,  that  it  may  not  be  so.  Bat  I 
cannot  accede  to  the  last  authority  quoted 
by  Mr.  BeikeU:  for  a  majority  of  the 
judges  decided,  in  OarbeU'e  case, (a)  that, 
if  a  witness  is  asked  as  to  matters  which 
may  subject  him  to  penalties,  he  may  »top 
at  any  time,  although  what  he  has  dis- 
closed may  be  ample  evidence  to  convict 
him.  I  cannot  reconcile  that  with  the 
decision  in  Ewing  v.  Oabatdision;  but  I 
must  look  at  this  case  further  before  I 
decide. 


January  Slst,  1851. 

Lord  Obanwobth,  V.O.  (after  referring 
to  the  bill  and  answer):    The   question 
on  this  answer  is,  whether  the  plaintiff 
is    entitled    to   call   on   the    defendants 
to  produce  the  documents  in  their  posses- 
sion.    As  the  answer    admits  that    the 
documents  relate  to  the  matters  in  ques- 
tion in  the  canse,  the  plaintiff  is,  prima 
facie,  entii  led  to  see  them.  But  the  motion 
was  resisted  on  two  grounds :  first,  because 
the  defendants  say  they  bold  the  documents 
merely  as  trustees  or  agente  for  the  persons 
by  whom  they  were  entrusted  with   the 
money,  and  so  ought  not,  in  their  absence, 
to  be  compelled  to  produce  them;   and, 
secondly,  because,  as  to  the  dooumento  in 
the  first  part  of  the  schedule,  their  pro- 
duction   would    subject    the    defendante 
themselves,  and  the  persons  by  whom  the 
money  was  remitted,  to  criminal  proceed- 
ings in  Sicily. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  neither  of  these, 
grounds  is  tenable.  With  respect  to  the 
first,  there  seems  to  me  to  be  a  studied 
ambiguity  in  the  language  of  the  answer. 
The  defendants  say  they  hold  the  docn- 
mente  as  agente,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
persons  by  whom  these  defendante  were 
entrusted  with  the  monies.  Whom  do 
they  mean  to  designate  by  these  words  P 
The  several  thousand  inhabitanto  of  Sicily 
by  whom,  they  say,  the  funds  were  sub- 


(a)  Their  lordships  held  that  it  made  do  dif- 
ference in  the  right  of  the  witness  to  protection, 
that  he  had,  before,  answered  in  part;  their 
lordships  bein^  of  opinion  that  he  was  entitled 
to  claim  the  pnvilege  at  any  stage  of  the  inqoity : 
Jttg.  V.  Garbett,  2  C.  &  K.  474.  Note  in  I  Sim 
NJ8.  880. 
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ibat  the  defendants  are  not,  in  any  sense, 
the  agents  or  trastoes  of  the  indiriduals 
who  composed  the  government  by  whom 
the  funds  were  remitted.  If  they  are 
trustees  or  agents  at  all,  they  are  tru.stees 
or  agents  for  the  plaintiff,  and  not  for  the 
persons  from  whom,  as  constituting  the 
government  for  the  time  being,  the^  re- 
ceived the  funds.  This  point,  that  is  to 
say,  the  necessity  of  making  co-defendants 
the  persons  by  whom  the  money  was  re- 
mitted to  England,  was  raised  by  the 
demurrer  for  want  of  parties.  The  de- 
murrer was  overruled  by  the  late  Vice- 
Ohancellor,{a)  and  that  decision  wou^d  of 
itself  be  decisive  of  this  branch  of  the 
defendants'  objection,  unless  by  the  an- 
swer some  new  facts  are  stated,  showing 
the  necessity  of  making  parties  persons 
who  were  not  so  shown  by  the  bill.  I 
think,  for  the  reasons  I  have  shortly 
adverted  to,  that,  in  this  respect,  there  is 
no  material  difference  between  the  bill 
and  the  answer. 

The  second  point  is  one  on  which  I  have 
not  been  able  to  discover  any  authority. 
But,  on  principle,  I  think  the  objection  is 
untenable.  The  defendants,  io  will  be  ob- 
served, say  that  the  production  of  the 
documents  might  subject  certain  persons 
in  Sicily,  as  well  as  themselves,  to  high 
penal  consequences.  It  is  hardly  neceB- 
sary  to  say  that,  so  far  as  the  objection 
relates  to  the  conseauences  which  the  dis- 
covery might  entail  on  others,  it  would 
not  hold  even  if  the  penalties  would  be 
incurred  in  this  country.  The.  privilege 
is  confined  to  penal  consequences  likely  to 
be  occasioned  to  the  party  himself :  nemo 
ienetur  seipsum  prodere;  but  there  is  no 
privilege  against  disclosing  matter  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  party,  merely  be- 
cause it  might  subject  other  persons  to 
punishment.  Can  the  defendants  then  ob- 
ject to  answer  that  which  might  subject 
themselves  to  penal  consequences  if  tney 
should  go  to  Sicily  P  I  ttiink  not.  The 
rule  relied  on  by  the  defendants,  is  one 
which  exists  merely  by  virtue  of  our  own 
municipal  law,  and  must,  I  think,  hare 
reference,  exclusively,  to  matters  penal  by 
that  law :  to  matters  as  to  which,  if  dis- 
closed, the  judge  would  be  able  to  say,  as 
matter  of  law,  whether  it  could  or  could 
not  entail  penal  consequences.  As,  for 
instance,  if  a  witness  were  to  say:  "I 
decline  to  answer  that  question,  beoaase 
it  may  show  that,  five  years  ago,  I  exer- 
cised an  office  without  first  taking  the 
oaths,  "^  the  judge  would  be  able  to  say,  as 
matter  of  law :  "  That  cannot  subject  you 
to  penal  consequences  by  reason  of  the 
subsequent  Indemnity  Acts."  So,  where 
an   Act   of  Parliament  has   passed,    in- 


scribed, or  the  executive  government  who 
commissioned  the  defendants  to  purchase 
the  ships  P  Not,  surely,  the  former ;  there 
was  no  privity  between  them  and  the 
defendants.  The  people  by  whom  the 
money  was  raised  trusted  the  then  existing 
government  with  the  funds,  leaving  it  to 
them  to  purchase  the  ships.  The  answer 
represents  the  defendants  as  having  acted 
on  behalf  of  the  people,  that  is  to  say, 
the  whole  people  of  Sicily,  and  by  their 
direction  communicated  through  the  then 
government.  Now,  it  is  absurd  to  speak 
of  a  whole  people,  as  cestuia  que  trust,  to  be 
made  parties  to  a  suit  in  this  Court.  If 
the^  can  be  treated  as  cestuis  que  trust,  it  is 
obviously  impossible  that  they  should  ap- 
pear or  be  represented  here  otherwise 
than  by  their  government.  Have  the 
defendants,  then,  a  right  to  say  that  the 
persons  who  carried  on  the  government 
when  the  money  was  remitted  to  England, 
are  their  c^tuis  que  trust,  and  so  that,  in 
their  absence,  they,  as  being  merely  their 
agents,  ought  not  to  be  called  on  to  pro- 
duce the  documents  P  I  think  not.  Every 
government,  in  its  dealings  with  others, 
necessarily  partakes,  in  many  respects, 
of  the  character  of  a  corporation.  It  must, 
of  necessity,  be  treated  as  a  body  having 
perpetual  succession.  It  would  not  be  re- 
presented by  all  or  any  of  the  individuals 
of  whom  it  is,  from  time  to  time,  composed. 
The  answer  shows,  with  respect  to  the 
provisional  government,  that,  during  the 
time  of  the  transactions  in  question,  mate- 
rial changes  took  place  as  to  the  persons 
who  from  time  to  time  exercised  its  func 
tions.  It  is  impossible  to  say  that  the 
defendants  ever  were  agents  of  all  or  any 
of  the  individuals  who,  from  time  to  time, 
composed  the  government.  Those  who, 
as  constituting  the  government,  stood,  if 
they  did  stand,  in  the  relation  of  cesdiis 
que  trust,  or  of  principals  towards  the 
defendants,  ceased  to  fill  that  character 
when  they  ceased  to  be  members  of  the 
government;  so  that,  the  executive  go- 
vernment being  now  at  an  end,  either  the 
defendants  have  ceased  to  fill  the  character 
of  trustees  or  agents  at  all,  or  they  have 
become  trustees  or  agents  for  the  plaintiff, 
as  the  person  now  m  possession  of  the 
supreme  authority.  The  case  may  be 
likened  to  that  of  a  person  who  had  in 
his  hands  property  entrusted  to  him  by  a 
corporation.  If,  by  the  death  of  all  the 
members  of  the  corporation,  or  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  or  otherwise,  the  corporation 
should  come  to  an  end,  it  surely  could  not 
be  contended  that  the  party  entrusted  with 
the  propert)^,  could  be  made  responsible 
to  the  individuals,  or  the  representatives 
of  the  individuals,  who  co instituted  the 
corporation  when  the  trast  was  created. 
Reasoning  from  analogy,  I  am  of  opinion 


(a)  See  above,  1061. 
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demnifying  witnesses  from  prosecution 
oil  account  of  matters  to  which  their 
evidence  is  thought  necessary,  if  a  witness, 
ignorant  of  the  statute,  were  to  object  to 
answer  a  question,  because  it  might  sub- 
ject him  to  penalties  covered  by  the 
statute,  the  juage  would  be  able  to  say : 
"  That  it  is  a  mistake  of  the  law ;  you  are 
exposed  to  no  such  penalties,  and  must 
therefore  answer."  And  very  many 
similar  cases  may  be  suggested.  But,  in 
respect  of  penal  consequences  in  a  foreign 
country,  this  cannot  be.  No  judge  can 
know,  as  matter  of  law,  what  would  or 
would  not  be  penal  in  a  foreign  country ; 
and  he  cannot,  therefore,  form  any  judg- 
ment as  to  the  force  or  truth  of  the 
objection  of  a  witness,  when,  he  declines 
to  answer    on    such    a  ground.    In  the 

E resent  case,  indeed,  there  will  probably 
e  no  difficulty  in  believing  that  the  de- 
fendants are  speaking  quite  truly  ;  as  the 
documents  may,  in  all  probability,  form 
links  in  a  chain  of  evidence  which  might 
enable  the  courts  in  Sicily  to  convict  the 
defendants  of  high  treason.  But,  if  the 
principle  is  once  admitted,  it  must  be 
admitted  in  all  its  ramifications.  Thus, 
for  instance,  in  a  bill  against  a  firm,  some 
of  whom,  though  resident  here,  are  Spanish 
subjects,  seeking  an  account  of  mercantile 
transactions  in  Spain,  the  defendants 
might  refuse  to  set  out  an  account  of 
their  transactions,  on  account  of  the  deal- 
ings having  been  (as  probably  they  would 
have  been)  to  a  great  extent,  contraband, 
and  so  tending  to  subject  them  to  penal- 
ties for  having  infringed  the  fiscal  law  of 
Spain.  The  case  was  put,  at  the  bar,  of 
a  bill  for  an  account  of  an  opium  trans- 
action in  China ;  and  instances  might  be 
multiplied,  to  almost  any  extent,  by  ascer- 
taining, as  matter  of  fact,  what  acts,  by 
the  laws  of  any  foreign  country,  are 
penal,  though  not  so  here,  and  mi^ht 
become  the  subject  of  investigation 
in  our  courts.  The  impossibility  of  know- 
ing, as  matter  of  law,  to  what  cases  the 
objection,  when  resting  on  the  danger  of 
incurring  penal  consequences  in  a  foreign 
country,  may  extend,  furnishes  very  strong 
and,  to  my  mind,  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  objection  cannot  be  sustained. 


It  is  to  be  observed  that,  in  such  a  case, 
in  order  to  make  the  disclosure  dangerous 
to  the  party  who  objects,  it  is  essential 
that  he  should  first  quit  the  protection  of 
our  laws,  and  wilfully  go  within  the  juris- 
diction  of  the  laws  he  has  violated.  Now, 
in  the  present  case,  the  parties  objecting 
are  Sicilian  subjects;  and  so  the  pro- 
bability of  their  returning  to  Sicily  may 
be  great.  But,  if  the  objection  is  once,  in 
such  a  case,  admitted,  it  is  very  difficult 
to  say  why  it  should  not  apply  to  an 
Englishman,  who,  having  been  in  a  foreign 
country  and  there  violated  the  law  (by 
smuggling  for  instance),  afterwardo  re- 
turns home.  He  may  intend  to  go  abroad 
again,  and  then  the  discovery  wMch  he  is 
here  called  on  to  make,  might,  there, 
subject  him  to  penalties. 

I  am  of  opinion,  for  these  reasons,  in 
the  absence  of  all  authority  on  the  point, 
that  the  rule  of  protection  is  confined  to 
what  may  tend  to  subject  a  party  to 
penalties  by  our  own  laws;  and  so  that 
the  objection  in  the  present  case  cannot 
be  sustained.  The  consequence  is,  that 
the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  usual  order 
for  production  of  all  the  documents. 

Tnere  is  no  report  of  any  further  pro- 
ceedings, and  Mr.  Bvodie  A.  Willcox  of 
28  Portman  Square,  son  of  the  defendant, 
the  late  Mr.  Brodie  Willcox,  states  that 
the  BomboAf  was  shortly  afterwards  handed 
o\  er  to  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and 
that  the  Sicilian  envoys  were  not  at  all 
dissatisfied  to  get  rid  of  her,  as  under  the 
then  existing  circumstances  in  their 
country,  she  was  a  sort  of  white  elephant 
to  them.  He  does  not  recollect  whether 
she  was  handed  over  by  order  of  the 
Court,  or  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  a 
settlement  under  which  Prince  Grunatelli 
andScalia  were  allowed  to  return  toSicily , 
and  the  sequestrations  on  their  property 
there  were  removed. 


Matekials  made  ubb  op. — The  above 
report  is  compiled  from  the  reports  in 
1  Sim.  N.8.  301,  322,  19  L.J.  Ch.  202, 
and  20  L.  J.  Ch.  417 ;  U  Jur.  163,  751 ; 
15  Jur.  2U. 
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Proceedings  in  the  CJourt  of  Queen's  Bench  before  Campbell, 
L.C.J.,  Patteson,  Wightman,  and  Erle,  JJ.,  on  Motion  fob  a 
Prohibition  April  15th -25th,  1850.  (Reported  in  15  Q.B.  52, 
19  L.J.,  Q.B.  279.) 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  having  refused,  on  th«  groond  of  alleged  doctrinal  error,  to  iostitate 
the  Bey.  G.  C.  Gorham  to  the  Crown  living  of  Brampton  Speke,  to  which  he  had  been  pre- 
sented by  the  Crown,  the  presentee  commenced  a  suit  of  Duplex  Querela  in  the  nature  of  an 
appeal  in  the  Arches  Court  of  Canterbury,  and,  judgment  having  been  given  against  him,  appealed 
to  the  Queen  in  Council.  The  Judicial  Committee,  to  whom  Uie  appeal  was  referred,  reversed 
the  decision  of  the  Arches  Court,  and  ordered  the  appellant  to  "be  instituted.  The  bishop  there- 
upon moved  the  Queen's  Bench  for  a  prohibition  against  the  execution  of  the  judgment  on 
the  ground  that,  in  causes  touching  the  Crown,  the  appeal  lay  by  statute  to  the  Upper  House  of 
Convocation. 

Prohibition  (a) — Ecclesiastical  causes  touching  Crown — 24  Hen.  8.  c,  12.,  and  25  Hen.  8.  c.  19. 

The  Act  "  for  the  restraint  of  appeals,'*  24  Hen.  8.  c.  12  ,  after  abolishing  appeals  to  Borne  in 
matrimonial,  testamentary,  and  tithes  cases,  provided,  s.  S,  that  all  suits  relating  thereto, 
commenced  in  any  of  the  Archbishops'  Courts,  should  be  there  dednitely  adjudg^  without 
any  further  apped  otherwise  than  as  in  that  Act  limited. 

Section  9  provid^  that  in  any  such  case  depending  in  any  of  the  courts  mentioned  in  the 
Act  *'  which  hath,  doth,  shall,  or  may  touch  the  King,  his  heirs,  &c.,"  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  parties  grieved  to  appeal  from  any  of  the  said  courts  to  the  Upper  House  of 
Convocation. 

The  Act  '*for  the  submission  of  the  clergy  and  restraint  of  appeals,"  25  Hen.  8.  c  19.  s.  8, 
prohibited  all  manner  of  appeals  to  Rome,  and  provided  that  **  all  manner  of  appeals  .  . 
shall  be  made  .  .  aJUr  such  manner,  form,  ana  condition  as  is  limited  for  appeiiis  .  .  . 
in  causes  of  matrimony,  tithes,  oblations,  and  obventions  "  by  the  above  statute,  24  Heu.  8. 
c.  12. 

Section  4  then  provided  that  **  for  lack  of  justice  at  or  in  any  of  the  courts  of  the  Arch- 
bishops," it  ^ould  be  lavrfiil  to  appeal  to  the  King  in  Chancery,  who  by  commission  under 
the  great  seal  should  appoint  persons  to  hear  such  appeal.  The  Judicial  Committee  was 
substituted  for  such  commission  by  2  &  8  Will.  4.  c.  92.  s.  8.,  and  8  &  4  Will.  4.  c.  41.  s.  3. 

Held  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench — 
That,  under  the  above  statutes,  even  where  the  matter  touched  the  Crown,  an  appeal  lay  from 
the  courts  of  the  Archbishop  to  the  Judicial  Committee. 

(a)  See  Martin  t.  Afackonochie,  8  Q.B.D.  780,  4  Q.B.D.  784,  6  App.  Ca.  424,  as  to  whether  a 
prohibition  would  lie  to  the  Privy  Council. 


This  was  a  motion  for  a  rule  to  show  i      The  material  facts,  as  stated  on  affidavit, 
cause  why  a  prohibition  should  not  issue  |  were  as  follows : — 

to  the  Dean  of  the  Arches  and  to  the  :  On  November  2nd,  1847,  the  Queen,  as 
AjTchbishop  of  Canterbury,  to  prohibit  |  Patron  in  right  of  the  Grown  of  the  living 
them  from  requiring  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  \  of  Brampton  Speke,  in  the  diocese  of 
to  institute    the    Bev.  George   Cornelius  '  Exeter,   then   vacant,   by  letters  patent 


Oorham  to  the  vicarage  of  Brampton 
Speke ;  and  also  to  prohibit  the  said 
Dean  and  Archbishop  from  instituting 
the  said  O.  C.  Oorham,  or  otherwise 
carrying  into  execution  an  order  made 
by  her  Majesty  in  Council  on  March  9th, 
1850,  on  a  report  of  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council  in  an  ap- 
peal from  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Arches  in  a  suit  of  J)ujplex  Querela  between 
the  said  G.  C.  Oorham  and  the  Bishop  of 
Eweier, 


presented  the  said  Bev.  O.  C.  Oorham  to 
the  said  Bishop  as  her  Maiesty's  clerk  to 
the  said  vicarage,  commanding  the  Bishop 
to  admit  the  raid  O.  C.  Oornam  thereto, 
and  to  institute,  induct,  and  invest  hiuH 
and  to  do  all  other  matters  concerning 
the  admission,  institution,  and  induction 
which  to  the  Bishop's  pastoral  office 
belonged. 

The  'Bishop,  after  examining  the  said 
O,  0.  Oorham,  refused  to  institute  him  on 
the  ground  that  he  held  and  maintained 
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opinions  contrary  to  the  true  Ohristian 
faith  and  the  dootrines  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  the  Thirty  Nine  Articles  of 
Religion  and  the  Book  of  Oommon  Prayer  | 
authorised  and  eigoined  by  the  Act  of 
Uniformity,  13  <fe  14  Oha.  2.  c.  4. ;  and 
was  therefore  an  unfit  person  to  be  ad- 
mitted, instituted,  and  inducted  to  the 
said  Ticarage.(a) 

The  Bishop  having  notified  the  Queen 
of  his  refusal  by  letter  to  one  of  her 
Mi^'esty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
the  Attorney' General  commenced  an  action 
of  Quare  impedit  against  him  in  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench. 

Likewise  in  Trinity  Term,  1848,  the  Rev. 
O,  0.  Oorham  commenced,  against  the 
Bishop  in  the  Arches  Court  of  Canterbury, 
a  suit  of  Duplex  Qvarela^  in  the  nature  of 
an  appeal  (6)  from  the  judgment  and  de- 
termination of  the  Bishop. 

(a)  In  his  affidavit  supporting  the  rule,  the 
Bishop  set  out  that  lie,  as  such  Bishop  as  afore- 
said, is  the  Ordinary,  and  hath  full  ecclesiastical 
and  spiritual  jurisdiction  in  and  over  the  said 
vicarage  and  the  vicar  thereof  for  the  time 
being  \  and  full  and  sole  right  and  authority  hy 
law  to  admit,  ini^titute,  and  induct,  each  and 
every  person  from  time  to  time  presented  by 
her  Majesty  as  such  patron  as  aforesaid  for  ad- 
mission, &c. ;  and  before  such  admission  to 
examine  the  person  so  presented,  and  to  ascer- 
tain the  fitness  and  qualifications  of  such  person 
for  such  admission,  institution,  and  induction, 
with  reference  as  well  to  his  faith  and  doctrine 
as  to  his  learning,  morals,  ability  and  sufficiency 
according  to  the  laws,  ecclesiastical  of  this 
realm;  and,  in  the  event  of  finding  that  the 
person  so  presented  is  unfit  or  disqualified  by 
reason  of  his  insufficiency  in  any  of  the  matters 
aforesaid,  &en  to  refuse  to  admit,  institute,  or 
induct  such  person.  The  affidavit  further 
stated  that,  upon  such  ezaminaiion,  deponent 
ascertained  and  determined,  according  to  his 
conscientious  judgment  and  belief,  that  the 
said  G.  C.  Gorhami  did  then  hold,  maintain, 
and  affirm  certain  unsound  doctrines  and 
opinions  contrary  to  the  tme  Christian  faith, 
and  contrary  to  and  inconsistent  with  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Church  of  Enghind,  the  Thirty 
Nine  Articles  of  Beligion,  and  the  Book  of 
Common  Prajer,  authorised  and  enjoined  by  a 
statute,  &c.  (Act  of  Uniformity,  18  &  14  Cha.  2. 
c.  4.);  and,  by  reason  thereof,  deponent,  as 
BQoh  Bishop,  &c.,  thereupon  refused  to  admit  the 
said  G.  C.  Gorhun  to  the  said  vicarage,  or  to 
institute,  induct,  or  invest  him,  &c. 

(6)  **  The  clerk  refuted  by  the  Bishop  may 
also  have  a  remedy  sgainst  him  in  the  Spiritual 
Court,  denominated  a  Duplex  Querela ;  which  is 
a  complaint  in  the  nature  of  an  appeal  from 
the  Ordinary  to  his  next  immediate  superior ; 
as  from  a  Bishop  to  the  Archbishop,  or  from  an 
Archbishop  to  the  Delegates ;  and  if  the  8n- 

r'or  Court  adjudges  the  cause  of  refosal  to 
insofficient^  it  will  grant  institution  to  the 
appellant."  8  Bla.  Com.  247  ;  and  Bum's 
EeeL  Law.  vol.  8. 


,      The  Dean  of  Arches,  having  given  ju 
I  ment,  dismissing  the  suit,  the  Be  v.  G, 

Garham  appealed  to  her  Majesty  in  Conn- 

i  oil,  who  referred  his  petition  to  the  Judi- 

!  oial   Committee   of  the    Privy    Council. 

They  reported  on  March  8th,  1850,  that 

I  the  judgment   of   the    Dean  of   Arches 

I  ought    to   be  re  versed,  (a)   and  that  the 

I  Bishop  had    not   shown    sufficient  cause 

why  the  said  G.  0.  Gorham  should  not 

be  admitted,  and  that  the  principal  cause 

ought  to  be   remitted    to  the  Court  of 

Arches,  in  order  that    right   might  be 

done. 

The  Queen  having  approved  the  report, 
and  ordered  it  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion, the  cause  was  remitted  to  the  Arches 
Court,  and  the  Official  Principal  caused 
the  Kegistrar  of  the  Episcopal  Court  to  be 
served  with  a  monition  to  return  into  the 
Arches  Court  the  letters  patent  by  which 
the  Bey.  C/.  0.  Gorham  was  presented. 

In  his  affidavit  in  support  of  the  rule, 
the  Bishop  stated  that,  smce  the  hearing 
of  the  said  appeal  by  the  Privy  Council, 
he  had  been  advised  by  counsel  that  the 
said  G,  0'  Oorham  was  not  entitled  to 

(a)  See  "  The  Case  of  the  Bev.  G.  C.  Gorham 
against  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  as  heard  and 
determined  before  the  Judicial  Committee. 
By  £.  F.  Moore,  Loud.  1852'';  Brodrick  and 
Freeman  tie's  Ecclesiastical  Judgments,  84; 
Brook's  Six  Judgments  of  the  Friinr  Council  in 
Ecclesiastical  Cases,  7.  Part  of  the  headnote 
there  given  is  as  follows  :— 

"  It  is  not  for  the  Court  to  decide  whether 
opinions  are  theologically  sound  or  unsoundt 
but  whether  such  opinions  are  contrary  or  le^ 
pugnant  to  the  doctrines  which  the  Church  of 
England  by  its  articles,  formularies,  and  rubrics, 
requires  to  be  held  by  its  ministers. 

'*  In  all  cases  in  which  the  articles,  considered 
as  a  test,  admit  of  different  interpretations: 
Held  that  any  sense  of  which  the  words  ftirlj 
admit  may  be  allowed,  if  that  sense  be  n^t  con- 
tradictory to  something  else  which  the  Church 
has  elsewhere  allowed  or  required;  and  if  there 
be  any  doctrine  on  which  the  articles  are  silent, 
or  ambiguously  expressed,  so  as  to  be  capable 
of  two  meanings  :  Held  that  it  was  intended  to 
leave  that  doctrine  to  private  judgment,  unless 
the  rubrics  and  formuliuries  clearly  and  distinctly 
decide  it. 

"It  is  not  contrary  or  repugnant  to  the 
declared  doctrine  of  the  Church  ot  England,  as 
by  law  established,  to  hold  that  the  grace  of 
regeneration  does  not  so  necessarily  accompany 
the  act  of  baptism  that  regeneration  invariably 
takes  place  in  baptism  ;  that  the  grace  may  be 
granted  before,  in,  or  after  baptism  i  that 
baptism  is  an  effectual  sign  of  grace  by  which 
God  works  invisibly  in  us,  but  only  in  such  as 
worthily  receive  it ;  that  in  them  alone  it  has 
a  wholesome  effect ;  and  that,  without  reference 
to  the  qoalification  of  the  recipient,  it  is  not  in 
itself  an  effectual  sign  of  grace ;  and  that  in  no 
case  is  regeneration  in  baptism  tmcondi^onat*' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1075] 


Oorham  against  the  Bishop  of  Exeter,  1850. 


[1076 


appeal  from  the  Arches  Oonrt  to  the 
Queen  in  Goancil,  and  that  the  appeal 
and  all  the  proceediDgs  thereon  were 
void,  and  the  judgment  of  the  Arches 
Oonrt  Btill  in  force ;  that  he  waa  not 
aware  of  this  at  the  time  of  the  hearing, 
and  that  he  had  no  opportunity  and  was 
not  able  to  protest  against  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Council  before  or  during  the 
hearing. 

Sir  F.  Kelly,  in  moving  for  the  rule : 
The  Bishop  now  contends :  First,  that, 
in  a  matter  touching  the  Orovm,  an 
appeal  from  the  Spiritual  Court  does 
not  He  to  the  Queen  in  Council,  but  lies 
to  the  Upper  House  of  Convocation,  and 
that  the  dispute  as  to  this  presentation 
is  such  a  matter ;  secondly,  that,  although 
judgment  has  been  given  on  the  appeal, 
a  prohibition  still  lies. 

The  first  question  turns  on  the  provisions 
24  Wen.  8.  c.  12.  and  25  Hen.  8.  c.  19.,  the 
statutes  which  provided  for  the  restraint 
of  appeals  to  Rome. (a)  24  Hen,  8.  c.  12. 
s.  2,  after  reciting  the  inconveniences  and 
dangers  which  have  arisen — 

*'  by  reason  of  appeals  sued  out  of  this  realm 
to  the  See  of  Borne,  in  causes  testamentary, 
causes  of  matrimony  and  divorces,  right  of 
tithes,  oblations  and  obventions," 

goes  on  to  enact  that  all  such  appeals 
shall  be  finally  determined  within  the 
realm  in  their  proper  courts,  as  follows : — 

"  That  all.  causes  testamentaxy,  causes  of  matri- 
mony and  divorces,  rights  of  tithes,  oblations  and 
obventions  (the  knowledge  whereof  by  the 
goodness  of  princes  of  this  realm,  and  by  the 
laws  and  customs  of  the  same,  appertaineth  to 
the  spiritual  jurisdiction  of  this  realm)  already 
commenced,"  &c.,  **or  hereafter  coming  in 
contention,  debate  or  questiou  within  this  realm, 
or  within  any  of  the  king's  dominions,'*  &c., 
'*  whether  thev  concern  the  King  our  Sovereign 
Lord,  his  heirs  and  successors,  or  any  other 
subjects  or  resiants  within  the  same,  of  what 
degree  soever  they  be,  shall  be  from  henceforth 
heard,  examined,  discussed,  clearly,  tinall]^,  and 
definitively  adjudged  and  determined  within  the 
king's  jurisdiction  and  authority,  and  not  else- 
where, in  such  Courts  spiritual  and  temporal 
of  the  same,  as  the  natures,  conditions,  and 
qualities  of  the  cases  and  matters  aforesaid  in 
contention,  or  hereafter  happening  in  conten- 
tion, shall  require." 

Sections  3  and  4  impose  penalties 
for  appealing  to  Borne.  Section  5  then 
enacts-- 

"  That  in  such  cases  where  heretofore  any  of 
the  King's  subjects  or  resiants  have  used  to 


(a)  As  to  appeals  to  Borne  before  the  Be- 
fdrmationf  see  Stubbs'  Constitutional  History, 
0.  19.  8.  408;  Pollock  and  Maitland's  Hist. 
Eng.  Law,  vol.  1,  p.  92,  &e. 


pursue,  provoke,  or  procure  any  appeal  to  the 
See  of  Bome,  and  in  all  other  cases  of  appeals, 
in  or  for  any  of  the  causes  aforesaid,  they  may 
and  shall  from  henceforth  take,  have  and  use 
their  appeals  within  this  reahn,  and  not  else- 
where, in  manner  and  form  as  hereafter  en- 
suetb,  and  not  otherwise.*' 

And  this  section,  and  ss.  6,  7,  and^  8, 
regulate  the  course  of  appeal,  according 
to  the  Court  in  which  the  suit  is  com- 
menced, namely,  from  the  Archdeacon's 
Court  to  the  Bishop's,  and  from  the 
Bishop's  to  that  of  the  Archbishop,  whose 
judgment  is  to  be  final.  By  section  8 
there  is  to  be  no  appeal  in  suits  com- 
menced in  the  Archbishop's  Court,  except 
as  in  this  Act  is  limited  ;  it  provides  that 
all  suits  commenced  before  any  Arch* 
bishop — 

**  shall  be  before  the  same  Archbishop  where  the 
said  matter,  cause,  or  process  shall  be  so  com- 
menced, definitively  determiuKl,  decreed  or 
adjudged  without  other  appeal,  provocation  or 
any  other  foreign  process  out  of  this  reaUn  to 
be  sued  to  the  let  or  derogation  of  the  said 
judgment,  sentence,  or  decree,  otherwise  than 
is  by  this  Act  limited  and  appointed." 

Then  section  9  gives  an  appeal  in  causes 
touching  the  Crown  to  the  Upper  House 
of  Convocation — 

*'  in  case  any  cause,  matter  or  contention,  now 
depending  for  the  causes  before  rehearsed,  or 
any  of  them,  or  that  hereafter  shall  cpme  in 
contention  for  any  (if  the  same  causes,  in  any 
of  the  aforesaid  courts,  which  hath,  doth,  shall 
or  may  touch  the  King,  his  heirs  or  successors, 
kings  of  this  realm;  that  in  all  and  every  such 
case  or  cases  the  party  aggrieved,  as  bc^re  is 
said,  shall  or  may  appeal  from  any  of  the  said 
courts  of  this  re^m,  where  the  said  matter,  now 
being  in  contention,  or  hereafter  shall  come  in 
contention,  touching  the  King,  his  heirs,  or 
successors  ^as  is  aforesaid)  sluul  happen  to  be 
ventilate,  commenced  or  begun,  to  the  spiritual 
prelates  and  other  abbots  and  priors  of  the 
Upper  House,  assembled  and  convocate  by  the 
King's  writ  in  the  Convocation  being,  or  next 
ensuing  within  the  province  or  provinces  where 
the  same  matter  of  contention  is  or  shall  be 
begun  ;  so  that  everv  such  appeal  be  taken  by 
the  party  grieved  within  fifteen  days,"  &c. 

So  that,  in  causes  testamentary,  causes  of 
matrimony  and  divorce,  and  causes  re- 
lating to  tithes,  oblations  and  obventions, 
the  final  resort  was  to  the  Archbishop,  if 
the  cause  did  not  touch  the  King ;  if  it 
did,  then  to  the  Upper  House  of  Con- 
vocation. 

Paitisok,  J. :  By  the  words  **  from  any 
of  the  said  courts  **  in  this  clause,  it  would 
seem  that,  wiiere  the  kinp^  was  oonoemed, 
the  appeal  might  be  oamed  directly  f^m 
the  Archdeacon's  or  Bishop's  Oonrt  to.  the 
Upper  House. 
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Sir  F.  Kelly:  The  statute  25  Hen.  8. 
0.  19.  passed  in  che  following  year,  and 
entitled  '*tbe  submission  of  the  clergy 
and  restraint  of  appeals,"  extends  the  pro- 
visions of  24  Hen.  8.  c.  12.  from  the 
classes  of  causes  dealt  with  by  that  Act  to 
ecclesiastical  causes  generalfy:  enacting, 
by  8.  3,  that,  from  Easter,  1534— 

**  no  manner  of  appeals  shall  be  had,  provoked, 
or  made  out  of  this  realm,  or  out»of  any  of  the 
King*8  dominioDS,  to  the  Bishop  of  Rome,  nor 
to  the  see  of  Rome,  in  any  causes  or  matters 
happening  to  be  in  couteution,  and  having  their 
commencement  and  beginning  in  any  of  the 
courts  within  this  renlm,  or  within  any  of  the 
King's  dominions,  of  what  nature,  condition  or 
qoahty  soever  they  be  of ;  but  that  all  manner 
of  appeals,  of  what  nature  or  condition  soever 
they  be  of,  or  what  cause  or  matter  soever  they 
concern,  shall  be  made  and  had  by  the  parties 
grieved,  or  having  cause  of  appeal,  after  auch 
matmerf  form  and  condition,  as  is  limited  for 
appeals  to  be  had  and  prosecuted  within  this 
realm  in  causes  of  matrimony,  tithes,  oblations 
and  obventions,  by  a  statute  thereof  made  and 
established  sithen  the  beginning  of  this  present 
parliament,  and  according  to  the  form  and 
effect  of  the  said  statute  ;  any  U9age,"  &c.,  '*  to 
the  contrary  hereof  notwithstanding.'' 

Section  4,  however,  establishes  a  new 
court  of  appeal  from  the  Archbishop's 
Court — 

'*  And  for  lack  of  justice  at  or  in  any  of  the 
ooorts  of  the  Archbishops  of  this  realm,  or  in 
any  of  the  King's  dominions,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  parties  grieved  to  appeal  to  the  King's 
Majesty  in  the  King's  Court  of  Chancery." 

and,  upoD  every  such  appeal,  a  commission 
shall  be  directed  under  the  great  seal  to 
such  persons  as  the  King  shall  name,  as 
in  case  of  appeal  from  the  Admiral's 
Conrt,  to  hoar  and  definitely  determine 
such  appeals.  This  was  the  Court  of 
Delegates,  whose  jurisdiction  has  now 
passed  to  the  Judicial  Committee. 

By  this  Act  ecclesiastical  causes  in 
general,  touching  the  Crown,  were  brought 
under  the  regulation  of  24  Hen.  8.  o.  12. 
s.  9,  and  the  Upper  House  of  Convoca- 
tion made  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  all 
such  causes;  but,  where  the  Crown  was 
not  concerned,  final  appellate  jurisdiction 
was  given  to  the  Commissioners,  after- 
wards known  as  the  Court  of  Delegates. 

The  presentation  to  Bramford  Speke  is, 
witliin  the  meaning  of  the  last  mentioned 
clause,  a  matter  which  touches  Her 
Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors,  the 
advowson  being  in  the  Crown,  and  the 
presentation  by  Her  Majesty's  letters 
patent.  That  the  Crown  has  a  direct 
interest  is  clear  from  the  circumstance 
that,  on  the  Bishop's  refusal  to  present, 
the  Queen  may  bring  Quare  imj^dit,  and 
that  she  has  done  so,  and  the  Bishop  has 


? leaded  this  very  refasal  as  an  answer. (a) 
t  is  not  necessary  that  the  Crown  should 
have  been  a  party  to  the  proceeding  which 
led  to  this  appeal.  The  judgment  would, 
as  a  judgment  in  rem,  be  evidence  on  the 
trial  of  the  Quare  impedit,  and  would  pro- 
bably decide  the  point  there  in  issue. 
The  effect  of  such  judgments  is  discussed 
in  1  Starh.  Evid.  285,  et  eeq.  3rd.  ed. 
That,  where  the  Bishop  has  examined  the 
clerk  and  refused  to  admit «  the  cause  of 
refusal  is  traversable,  appears  by  Specot*8 
ca8e,(&)  where  it  is  said  that — 
'*  if  it  be  traversed,  and  the  party  refused  be 
alive,  it  shall  be  tried  by  the  Metropolitan,  and 
if  he  be  dead,  it  shall  be  tried  by  the  coun^." 

The  construction  of  the  statutes  now 
contended  for  would  lead  to  a  better 
administration  of  justice  ;  for,  in  eases 
like  the  present,  the  Upper  House  of 
Convocation  would  be  much  more  compe- 
tent to  decide  the  questions  raised  than 
the  Judicial  Committee. 

That  a  prohibition,  for  want  of  jurisdic- 
tion, lies  after  appeal  and  sentence,  is  laid 
down  ill  Com.  Dig.  Prohibition  (D),  and 
confirmed  by  many  authorities. 

Lord  Campbell,  C.J.:  That  is  quite 
clear. 

Pattesok,  J.,  referred  to  OotUd  v.  Oa^- 
per.(c) 

Thursday,  April  26th. 

Lord  Campbbll,  L.C.J.,  now  delivered 
the  judgment  of  the  Court. 

This  was  a  motion  for  a  rule  to  show 
cause  why  a  writ  of  prohibition  should 
not  issue  to  the  Dean  of  the  Arches  and 

(a)  Sir  F.  Kelly  here  referred  to  the  form  of 
the  letters  patent,  which  was  as  follows: — 
"Victoria,"  Ifcc.  *«To  the  Right  Reverend," 
&c.,  "  Lord  Bishop  of  Exeter,  or,  in  his  absence, 
to  his  vicar  general  in  spirituals,"  &c.,  '*  greet- 
ing. We  present  unto  you  by  these  presents 
our  beloved  in  Christ  The  Reverend  Greoige 
Cornelius  Gorham,  clerk,  bachelor  in  divinity, 
to  the  vicarage  of  Bramford  Speke,  in  our 
county  of  Devon  and  in  your  diocese,  now 
legally  void  by  the  death  of  the  last  incumbent 
thereof,  and  to  our  presentation  in  fhll  right 
belonging  :  commanding  and  requiring  you  to 
admit  the  said  Q.  C.  Qorham  to  the  vicarage  of 
Bramford  Speke  aforesaid,  and  him  there  to 
institute,  induct  and  invest  with  all  and  every  the 
rights,  members  and  appurtenances  thereof,  and 
to  do  all  and  singular  other  matters  and  things  in 
anywise  touching  or  concerning  the  admistion, 
institution  and  induction  aforesaid,  which  to  your 
pastoral  office  belongeth  or  appertaineth.  In 
testimony  whereof  these  our  letters  we  cause  to 
be  made  patent  Witness  onrself  at  West- 
minster, the  second  day  of  November  in  the 
eleventh  year  of  our  reign.  By  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Great  Britain.    Shepherd." 

(6)  5  Rep.  57a,  57b,  58a. 

(c)  5  Bast,  845. 
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to  the  Arohbishop  of  Ocmierhwry.  (The 
leftmed  jadge  stated  the  terms  of  the 
motion  as  they  are  set  forth  above.) 

Baring  myself  sat  as  a  member  of  the 
Judicial  Committee  when  the  appeal  re- 
ferred to  was  heard,  I  should  abstain 
from  giving  any  opinion  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  granting  this  motion,  if  the 
application  were  connected  with  any  point 
then  argued  and  decided :  but  the  liord 
Bishop  of  Exeter  in  his  affidavit  states 
that— 

"  he  was  not,  at  the  time  of  the  hearing  of  the 
laid  appeal  before  the  said  Judicial  Committee, 
nor  for  some  time  afterwards,  informed  or 
aware  of  the  objection  now  made ; " 

and  certainly  it  never  was  brought  for- 
ward, or,  as  far  as  I  know,  thought  of, 
either  by  the  counsel  or  the  members  of 
the  Oourt,  till  after  the  decision  had  been 
pronounced.  It  is  therefore  as  new  to 
me  as  to  my  learned  brothers  who  now 
sit  on  the  bench  along  with  me. 

The  objection  is  that  Mr.  Oorham  had 
no  right  by  law  to  appeal  to  the  Queen  in 
Council  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
case  before  the  Judicial  Committee,  and 
that  he  could  only  appeal  from  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Arches  to  the  Upper 
House  of  ConTocation.  If  this  objection 
be  well  founded  in  point  of  law,  it  does 
not  come  too  late,  and  the  prohibition 
ought  to  be  awarded  to  stay  the  execution 
of  the  sentence ;  for,  on  this  supposition, 
the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Arches 
against  AJr.  OorKam  remains  unreversed, 
the  proceedings  before  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee and  before  her  Majesty  in  Council 
must  be  considered  wholly  void,  and,  the 
want  of  jurisdiction  appearing  on  the  face 
of  the  sentence,  advantage  may  still  be 
taken  of  the  nullity.  But,  after  a  very 
attentive  and  anxious  consideration  of  the 
statutes  and  authorities  relied  upon,  we 
are  all  of  opinion  that  the  objection  is 
unfounded,  and  that  the  course  taken  by 
Mr.  Qorham  upon  judgment  being  given 
against  him  in  the  Court  of  Arches  was  a 
course  which  it  was  perfectly  competent 
to  him  to  take  for  the  purpose  of  having 
that  judgment  reviewed. 

The  case  turns  almost  entirely  upon  the 
two  statutes  24  Hen  8.  o.  12.  and  26  Hen.  8. 
0. 19.  Sir  Fitzray  Kelly,  in  his  lucid  argu- 
ment, contended  that,  according  to  the 
just  construction  of  these  etatntes,  in  all 
causes  which  touch  the  Queen,  the  only 
appeal  given  from  the  Archbishop's  Court 
is  to  the  Upper  House  of  Convocation; 
and  that  this  cause  between  Mr.  Qorham 
and  the  Bishop  of  Eteeter   touches  the 

Sieen,  because  her  Majestv  is  ^tron  of 
e  living  of  Bramford  Speke.  Ui)on  this 
last  point  we  do  not  feel  it  necessary  to 
give  any  opinion,   as  we  dearly  think 


that,  if  the  Queen  really  had  an  interest 
in  the  question  whether  Mr.  {hrham  ia  or 
is  not  of  unsound  doctrine,  her  right  to 
present  a  fit  clerk  to  the  living  of  JBram- 
ford  Speke  not  being  in  oontroveny,  aiill 
that  the  Legislature  never  gave  a  power 
to  appeal  in  such  a  cause  to  the  Upper 
House  of  Convocation. 

Sir  Fiimroy  Kelly  very  properly  admits 
that  the  appeal  he  contends  for  was  not 
given  by  24'  Hen.  8.  c.  12.  That  statute 
was  passed  when  Sir  Thomae  More,  a  rigid 
Boman  Catholic,  was  Lord  Chancellor, (a) 
and  when  Henry  had  not  yet  broken  wiUi 
the  See  of  Rome.  Therefore  it  still  allows 
an  appeal  to  the  Pope  in  all  spiritual 
suits ;  and  it  was  framed  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that,  while  all  temporal  matters 
which  were  discussed  in  the  Ecclesiastical 
Courts  should  be  finally  determined  bj 
Courts  sitting  within  the  realm,  the 
spiritual  jurisdiction  which  belonged  to 
the  Pope  as  supreme  head  of  the  Western 
Church  should  remain  unaffected.  Ac- 
cordingly this  statute  is  confined  to  causes 
about  wills,  to  oauses  about  matrimonj 
and  divorce,  and  to  causes  about  tithes 
and  oblations.  Bespecting  these  three 
classes  of  causes  it  is  enacted  that  the 
appeal  should  be  from  the  Archdeacon  to 
the  Bishop,  and  from  the  Bishop  to  the 
Archbishop,  whose  judgment  was  to  be 
final ;  cutting  off  the  appeal  to  Bome» 
which  otherwise  would  have  lain.  The 
9th  section  of  the  Act  provides  that,  if  in 
"the  causes  before  rehearsed  "  there  ahall 
be  matter  in  contention  which  may  touch 
the  King,  the  party  aggrieved  shall  or 
may  appeal  to  the  spiritual  prelates  and 
other  abbots  and  priors  of  Uie  Upper 
House  assembled  in  Convocation,  wnose 
determination  is  to  be  final.  But  an  ap- 
peal from  the  Archbishop's  Court  in  a 
suit  upon  a  Duplets  Querela  involving  the 
question  whether  the  Clerk  presented  to 
a  living  by  the  King  was  of  unsound 
doctrine  would  still  have  gone  to  Borne. 

In  the  following  year  Henry,  finding 
that  there  was  no  chance  of  succeeding 
in  his  divorce  suit  with  the  sanetion  of  the 
Pope,  and  beine  impatient  to  many  Antm 
Boleyn,  resolved  to  break  with  Borne 
altogether,  and,  preserving  all  the  tenets 
of  the  Boman  Catholic  faith,  to  vest  in 
himself  the  jurisdiction  which  the  Pi'po 
bad  hitherto  exercised  in  England*  Sir 
Thomae  More  had  now  resigned  the  Great 
Seal ;  and  it  was  held  by  we  pliant  Lord 
Avdlejf,  who  was  ready  to  adopt  th6  new 
doctrines  in  religion,  or  to  adhere  to  the 
old,  as  suited  his  mterests. 


(a)  More  resigned.  May  6th,  1588 ;  S4  Hen. 
8,  0.  18,  was  enacted  in  the  Pirliament  whidi 
met  Febmarv  4th,  1583.  See  Broderick  Fret- 
mantle's  Beel.  Judgments,  p.  109. 
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In  ft  new  seBsion  of  Parliament  seyeral 
■tatates  were  passed  which,  in  addition  to 
further  regulating  appealB»(a)  pat  a  stop  to 
the  payment  of  first  rmits  and  Peterpence 
to  the  Bishop  of  Eime,  forbade  the  inves- 
titore  of  English  Bishops  or  Archbishops 
hj  the  Bishop  of  Borne,  gave  power  to  the 
King  to  nominate  Bishops,  in  default  of 
election  hj  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  under 
a  cangi  d*elire,{h)  prohibited  dispensations 
or  licences  from  the  Bishop  of  J2onie,(c) 
and  declared  (d)  the  King  to  be  Supreme 
Head  of  the  Ohurch,  with  power  to— 
"represt,  redress,  reform,  order,  correct,  re- 
strain and  amend  all  such  errorg,  heresies, 
abuses,  offences,  contempts  and  enormities" 
**  which  bj  any  manner  spiritual  authority  or 
jurisdiction  oui^ht  or "  might  '*  lawfully  be  re- 
formed, repressed,  ordered,  redressed,  corrected, 
restrained  or  amended  '*  "  for  the  conservation 
of  the  peace,  unity  and  tranquillity  of  this 
realm." 

The  first  of  these  statutes  was  25  Hen,  8. 
0.  19.,  which  put  an  end  to  all  appeals  to 
Borne  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  and  en- 
acted, by  s.  3 — 

"  that  all  manner  of  appeals,  of  what  nature  or 
eoodition  soever  they  be  of,  or  what  cause  or 
matter  soever  they  concern,  shall  be  made  and 
had  by  the  parties  grieved"  "after  such 
manner,  form  and  condition,  as  is  limited  " 

by  the  former  Act  24  Hen,  8.  o.  12.,  that  is 
to  say,  from  the  Archdeacon  to  the  Bishop, 
and  nrom  the  Bishop  to  the  Archbishop. 
No  exception  is  introduced  respecting 
causes  which  touch  the  King ;  and  on  the 
contrary  the  enactment  is  expressly  ex- 
tended to  all  causes,  of  whatever  nature 
they  be,  and  whatever  matter  thay  may 
concern.  But  all  doubt  is  removed  by 
the  following  s.  4,  which  creates  a  new 
Court  of  Appeal  for  all  causes  in  the 
Eoclesiastical  Courts.  Instead  of  allow- 
ing the  decision  of  the  Archbishop  to  be 
final,  as  it  was  by  24  Hen,  8.  c.  12.,  the 
legislature  now  enacted  that — 
"  for  lack  of  justice  at  or  in  any  of  the  Courts 
of  the  Archbishops,"  "  it  shall  be  lawful  to  the 
parties  srieved  to  appeal  to  the  King's  Majesty 
m  Uie  King's  Court  of  Chancery," 
where  delegates  are  to  be  appointed  under 
the  Great  Seal,  who  are  to  adjudicate 
upon  the  appeal.  This  appeal  is  given  in 
all  causes  in  the  Courts  of  the  Archbishops 
of  this  realm,  as  well  in  the  causes  of 
a  purely  spiritual  nature  which  might 
hitiierto  have  been  carried  to  Bome,  as  in 
the  classes  of  causes  of  a  temporal  nature 
enumerated  in  24  Hen,  8.  c.  12. 

The   meaning   of    the    Legislature    is 
still  further  proved  by  s.  6  of  the  new 

(a)  25  Hen.  8.  c.  19. 
(6)  25  Hen.  8.  c.  20. 
(c)  25  Hen.  8.  c.  21. 
Id)  26  Hen.  8.  c  L 


statute,  which  enacts  that  all  manner  of 
ap])eal8  hereafter  to  be  taken  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  abbots,  priors  and 
places  exempt  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
ordinary  shall  be  to  the  King*s  Majesty  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  like  manner 
and  form  as  heretofore  to  the  See  of 
Bome ;  no  exception  being  introduced 
respecting  causes  which  touch  the]Kiiig, 
although  it  was  then  notorious  that  the 
causes  touching  the  King  might  be  taken 
to  Bome,  Pope  Clement  having  recently 
evoked  Hevmfe  divorce  suit  from  before 
Cardinals  WoUey  and  Campeggio,  sitting 
at  White  Friars,  to  be  determined  by  his 
Holiness  in  the  Vatican. 

The  construction  which  the  words  of 
the  statute  seem  to  me  to  require  is  ex- 
pressly put  upon  them  by  Lord  Oohe.  In 
4  Inst.  340,  commenting  upon  25  Hen.  8. 
c.  19.,  this  great  lawyer  says-^ 

**  A  general  prohibition,  that  no  appeals  shall 
be  pursued  out  of  the  realm  to  Bome,  or  else- 
where. Item,  a  general  clause  that  all  manner 
of  Appeals,  what  matter  soever  they  concern, 
shall  be  made  in  such  manner,  form,  and  con- 
dition within  the  realm,  as  it  is  above  ordered 
by  24  Hen.  8.  in  the  three  causes  aforesaid ; 
and  one  further  degree  in  appeals  Ibrall  manner 
of  causes  is  given,  vis.,  from  the  Archbishop's 
Court  to  the  King  in  his  Chancery,  where  a 
commission  shall  be  awarded  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  said  appeal,  and  from  thence  no 
further." 

In  practice,  such  is  the  construction 
that  has  been  invariably  put  upon  the 
statute  for  above  three  centuries,  without 
anv  doubt  being  started  upon  the  subject 
till  the  present  motion  was  made.  During 
this  long  period  of  time  there  have  been 
many  suits  decided  in  the  Archbishop's 
Courts  in  which  the  Grown  has  been  oou- 
corned,  respecting  testaments  and  tithes, 
and  also  of  a  spiritual  nature,  if  this 
Duplex  Querela  touches  the  Queen.  We 
know  that  in  many  of  these  the  decision 
in  the  Archbishop's  Courts  was  not  satis- 
factory. According  to  what  is  now  con- 
tended for,  the  appeal  ought  always  to 
have  been  to  the  Upper  House  of  Con- 
vocation. But  there  is  no  trace  of  any 
such  appeal  ever  having  been  brought. 
On  the  contrary,  thore  seems  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  appeal  has  uniformly 
been  to  the  Kin^j^  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
where  commissioners  have  been  appointed, 
or,  in  common  language,  to  '*the  High 
Court  of  Delegates."  The  causes  of  this 
sort  which  are  most  likely  to  occur  are 
testamentary,  respecting  the  administra- 
tion of  the  goods  of  persons  who  die  in- 
testate without  any  known  relations.  If 
such  persons  die  intestate,  or  their  wilb 
are  invalid,  the  Sovereign  is  entitled  to 
the  administration  of  their  personal  pro- 
perty ;  and  the  right  of  the  Crown  may 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1083] 


Oorham  aguiTist  the  Bishop  of  Exeter,  1850. 


[1084 


depend  upon  the  validity  of  the  wills 
which  they  execute,  or  on  questions  of 
pedigree  with  claimants  who  allege  them- 
selyes  to  be  the  next  of  kin.  One  instance 
will  be  fonnd  in  Phillimorey{a)  in 
which  the  Crown  was  directly  interested, 
and  Sir  William  Scott  appeared,  as  King*s 
advocate,  for  the  Crown.  The  decision 
being  agaiust  the  Crown,  there  was  an 
appeal  from  the  Dean  of  the  Arches  to 
the  Court  of  Delegates :  and  I  am  informed 
by  practitioners  in  Doctors*  Commons  that, 
as  often  as  there  has  been  an  appeal  in 
such  a  suit,  it  has  followed  the  same 
course. 

This  statement  rests  on  oval  testimony. 
But  there  are  two  precedents  to  which  I 
can  refer  with  entire  confidence,  and 
which,  being  unopposed  by  any  of  a  con- 
trary tendency,  are,  I  think,  sufficient  to 
shew  the  us^age  in  construing  the  statute. 
The  first  occurred  not  long  after  the 
statute  passed,  and  is  to  be  found  in 
Dyer,  273.(6)  The  appointment  of  the 
Dean  of  Wells  being  vested  by  Act  of 
Parliament  in  the  Crown,  King  Edward  6., 
by  letters  patent,  appointed  one  Goodma/n 
Dean,  who  was  thereupon  installed.  After- 
wards the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  WeUs,  act- 
ing under  the  authority  of  the  King,  pro- 
nounced sentence  of  deprivation  of  the 
deanery  against  Ooodman,  There  was  an 
appeal  to  the  Archbishop ;  and  he  con- 
firmed the  sentence  of  deprivation.  Good- 
man,  considering  himself  aggrieved,  re- 
solved to  appeal.  Now  this  suit  touched 
the  King  ;  for  he  was  a  patty  to  the  pro- 
oeeding  as  well  as  patron  of  the  deanery. 
According  to  the  argument  at  the  bar,  the 
appeal  onght  to  have  been  to  the  Upper 
House  of  Convocation.  But  the  appeal 
was  to  the  King  in  Chancery ;  and.  Dele- 
gates being  appointed,  they,  after  argu- 
ment, oonfirmea  the  sentence.  Edward  6. 
thereapon,  by  letters  patent,  appointed 
to  the  deanery  one  Turner,  who  was  in- 
stalled. But,  on  the  accession  of  Queen 
Ma/ry  (Ooodman^  I  presume,  being  a 
Roman  Catholic  and  Turner  a  Protestant), 
she,  on  Goodman's  petition,  issued  a  fresh 
commission  of  Delegates  to  review  the 
sentence  of  the  former  Delegates ;  and,  if 
the  appeal  ought  to  have  been  to  the 
Upper  House  of  Convocation,  this  pro- 
ceeding was  eorum  non  jvdice.  But  the 
new  Delegates  reversed  the  sentences 
against  Goodman,  and  restored  him  to  the 
deanery.  Goodman  enjoyed  the  deanery 
till  the  death  of  Queen  Ma/ry.  Turner 
then  petitioned  Queen  Elizaheth  for  a  new 
commission  of  Delegates  to  review  the 
sentence  against  him.    She  granted  a  new 

(a)   Walter  v.  HestlHne,  1  Phill.  Ecc.  Rep. 
170. 
(6)   »Ka/ron<<  V.  PoWrwii,  8  Dyer,  273. 


commission  of  Delegates;  and  they  re- 
moved Goodman  and  restored  Turner. 
Goodman  petitioned  for  another  commis- 
sion of  Delegates.  This,  to  show  her  im- 
partiality, the  Queen  granted.  But  the 
new  Delegates  finally  decided  in  favour  of 
Turner;  and  he  eiyoyed  the  deanery 
under  their  sent.ence  imtil  the  time  of  his 
death.  Much  litigation  arose  respecting 
the  acts  of  the  rival  deans  while  they  were 
respectively  in  possession.  These  per- 
plexing questions  were  debated  before 
Chief  Justice  Oatlyn,  Chief  Justice  Wray, 
and  several  other  most  learned  judges. 
They  might  have  been  easily  solved  by 
the  doctrine  that  all  the  proceed! nes  sub- 
sequent to  the  sentence  of  the  Archbishop 
were  null  and  void,  the  appeal  not  having 
been  to  the  Upper  House  of  Convocation ; 
but  not  a  doubt  was  whispered  respecting 
the  appeal  having  been  duly  brought  to 
the  King  in  Chancery  under  the  4ui  sec- 
tion of  25  Hen,  8.  c.  19. :  and  full  effect 
was  given  to  the  sentences  pronounced  by 
four  successive  commissions  of  Delegates 
in  three  successive  reigns. 

The  other  case  (a)  to  which  I  refer 
occurred  under  my  own  observation  while 
I  had  the  honour  to  hold  the  office  of 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  lAncaster.  A 
doubt  had  long  existed  whether  the  goods 
of  persons  dying  in  the  Countv  Palatine 
of  Lancaster  intestate,  and  without  next 
of  kin,  belonged  to  the  Sovereign  in 
right  of  the  Crown  or  in  right  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster ;  a  distinction  which 
became  of  practical  importance  from  the 
time  when,  by  the  arrangement  of  the 
Civil  List,  all  the  casual  revenues  of  the 
Crown  were  payable  to  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  while  such  casual  revenues  arising 
from  the  Duchy  were  still  allowed  to  go 
into  the  royal  Privy  Purse.  Upon  the 
death  of  a  person  in  the  Cotmty  Palatine 
intestate  and  without  next  of  kin,  the 
claim  of  a  grant  of  administration  of  her 
personal  property  was  made  by  one 
proctor  in  right  of  the  Crown  and  by 
another  in  right  of  the  Duchy.  In  the 
Court  of  the  Diocesan,  the  Bishop  of 
Chester,  the  decision  was  in  favour  of  the 
Crown ;  but,  on  an  appeal  to  the  Arch- 
bishop of  York,  the  Metropolitan  of  the 
province,  the  sentence  was  reversed,  and 
adminiptration  was  ordered  to  the  nomi- 
nee of  the  Duchy.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  this  cause  touched  the  Queen ;  foiv  in 
difierent  capacities,  she  was  the  sole 
litigant:  the  appeal  ought,  therefore, 
emphatically  to  have  been  to  the  Upper 
House  of  Convocation,  if  such  an  appeal 
could  in  any  case  lie.  No  one  dreamed 
of  such  a  proceeding.     The  appeal  was 

(a)  Dyke  v.  Walford,  5  Moo.  P.  C,  4«4 ; 
e  St.  Tr.  N.S.  699. 
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not  brought  before  the  Delegates,  only 
1>ecaa8e  the  statates  2^3  WiU,  4.  o.  92. 
and  3^4  WHX,  4.  c.  41.  had  passed,  by 
which  all  the  powers  of  the  High  Oonrt 
of  Delegates,  both  in  ecoiesiastioal  aad 
maritime  canses,  had  been  transferred  to 
the  King  in'Goonoil,  and  the  Judicial 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  had  been 
established,  by  which,  in  reality,  all  such 
appeals  were  to  be  determined.  The 
appeal  was  prosecuted  there,  exactly  as  if 
it  nad  been  between  subject  and  sal^'ect. 
It  was  argued  at  great  length  before  Lord 
Brougham,  Lord  Langdtue,  Mr.  Baron 
Paorke,  Sir  Herheri  Jenner  Fust,  Dr.  Lush- 
ington,  and  Mr.  Peniberton  Leigh.  I 
myself  sat  at  the  bar,  assisting  the  coun- 
sel for  the  Duchy.  The  report  of  the 
Judicial  Committee  was  in  our  favour, 
confirming  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  the 
Archbbhop  of  York:  and  this  was  con- 
firmed by  Her  Majesty  in  Council.  The 
administration  was  accordingly  granted 
to  the  nominee  of  the  Duchy;  and  the 
qaestion  was  considered  to  be  solemnly 
and  legally  settled.  But,  if  the  argument 
of  Sir  FUzroy  Kelly  ought  to  prevail,  the 
question  must  remain  doubtful  till  it  is 
decided  by  the  Upper  House  of  Convoca- 
tion for  the  province  of  York. 

Were  the  language  of  25  Hen.  8.  o.  19. 
obscure  instead  of  being  clear,  we  should 
not  be  justified  in  differing  from  the  con- 
struction put  upon  it  by  contemporaneous 
and  long  continued  usage.  There  would 
be  no  safety  for  property  or  liberty  if  it 
could  be  successtully  contended  that  all 
lawyers  and  statesmen  have  been  mis- 
taken for  centuries  as  to  the  true  mean- 
ing of  an  old  Act  of  Parliament. 


We  have  been  called  upon  to  recollect 
that  the  Upper  House  of  Convocation 
would  be  a  much  fitter  tribunal  than  the 
Judicial  Committee  to  decide  euch  ques- 
tions as  aroso  in  the  appeal  between  Mr. 
Gorham  and  the  Bishop  of  Exeter ;  but,  if 
these,  and  likewise  Questions  about  wills, 
about  marriages,  and  about  tithes  (which 
must  follow  the  same  rule), mip^ht  be  better 
decided  by  divines  than  hj  judges  regu- 
larly trained  in  the  profession  of  tho  law 
and  accustomed  to  administer  justice  in 
other  courts,  we  cannot  be  influenced  in 
our  decision  by  any  view  to  public  policy. 
Sitting  here,  we  can  only  interpret  tho 
law,  and  try  to  discover  the  intention  of 
the  Legislature  from  the  language  of  the 
statute  book.  Proceeding  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, we  all  think  that  no  reason  has 
been  shown  to  invalidate  the  sentence  on 
the  alleged  ground  that  the  Queen  in 
Council  and  the  Judicial  Committee  had 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  appeal.  And, 
none  of  us  entertaining  any  doubt  re- 
specting the  legality  of  the  course  which 
has  been  pursued,  we  feel  bound  to  say 
that  a  rule  to  shew  cause  why  a  prohibi- 
tion should  not  issue  to  stay  the  execution 
of  the  sentence  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Rule  refused. 

The  Bishop  afterwards  successively 
moved  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  but  with  the 
same  result.  The  proceedings  are  re- 
ported in  10  C.  B.  102, 19  L.  J.  C.  P.  200 ; 
and  in  5  Ex.  (30,  and  19  L.  J.  Ex.  376. 

Materials  made  Use  of.— The  above 
report  is  taken  from  15  Q.  B.  52.  The 
report  in  19  L.  J.,  Q.  B.  279,  and  the 
statute-book  have  also  been  referred  to. 
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APPENDIX   A. 


l^he  following  cases  were  submitted  to  the  Committee  by  the  Editor,  but  were  not  thought  of 
suffcieni  importance  to  be  fully  reported  in  the  collection. 


Central  Criminal  Court, — At  the  August  I 
SeMions,  1848,  George  Shell,  James  Maxwell 
Bryson,  Robert  Crowe,  and  John  James  Bezer 
were  saocessivelj  tried  before  Platt,  B.,  for 
atteiing  seditions  speeches  and  being  present  at ' 
an  unlawful  assembly.  The  evidence,  which 
was  similar  to  that  reported  in  the  last  volume 
in  Beg.  t.  Fussell  (a)  and  Beg,  v.  Jones,{b) 
is  reported  in  the  Central  Criminal  Court  Ses- 
sions Papers.(c)  The  defendants  were  convicted 
and  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  for  two  years, 
to  pay  fines  of  10/.  or  20/.,  and  to  enter  into 
recognisances  themselves  in  lOOl,,  with  two 
sureties  in  50/.,  to  keep  the  peace  for  ^ve  years, 
and  to  be  imprisoned  until  the  fines  were  paid 
and  the  sureties  given. 

At  the  September  Sessions  John  Shaw  was 
tried  before  Erle  and  Williams,  JJ.,  on  a 
similar  chai:ge.(</)  He  was  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  imprisoned  for  two  years,  to  pay  a 
fine  of  50/.,  and  to  enter  into  recognisances  him- 
self in  100/.,  with  two  sureties  in  50/.,  to  keep 
the  peace  for  five  years,  and  to  be  further  im- 
prisoned until  the  fines  were  paid  and  the 
securities  entered  into. 

Clonmel  Special  Commission. — After  the  trial 
and  conviction  of  Smith  O'Brien,  reported 
above,  p.  1,  Terence  Bellew  M'Manus,  Patrick 
O*  Donahue,  and  Thomas  Francis  Meagher, 
were  successively  tried  and  convicted.  Their 
trials  are  shortly  reported  in  Ann,  Beg,  1848, 
445,  from  which,  supplemented  from  the  full 
reports  in  the  Freeman's  Journal,  the  following 
account  is  taken  :— 

October  9th. 

Terence  Bellew  M*Manus  was  indicted  for 
high  treason.  The  indictment  was  the  same  as 
that  on  which  Mr.  O'Brien  had  been  tried  and 
convicted. 

The  Attomey-Oeneral  (Monahan)  said  that 
the  charge  waM  one  of  high  treason  by  levying 
war,  and  that  it  would  be  proved  that  an  armed 
insurrection  or  rising  did  take  place  in  this 
country  last  July,  and  that  with  respect  to  Mr. 
M'Manus  himself,  the  object  of  it  must  have 
been  general.  Mr»  M'Manus  was  an  Irishman, 
bat  resided  in  Liverpool ;  unfortunately  for  him- 


(a)  e8t.Tr.  N^.  728. 

(6>  lb.  788. 

(c)  Vol.  28,  pp.  ««e,  678,  584,  578. 

(<0  Ih,  705. 


self,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  associating  much 
with  persons  who  had  assumed  the  denomi- 
nation of  Chartists,  and  the  first  evidence 
against  him  was  a  speech  delivered  in  liver- 
pool  on  the  6th  of  June  last,  the  subject  of 
which  was  that  repeal  should  be  carried  by  all 
means — ^that  if  it  were  not  carried  by  &ir  means, 
there  would  be  a  bloody  struggle  to  obtain  it, 
and  that  those  who  joined  him  in  that  bloody 
struggle  which  he  anticipated,  would,  as  a 
reward  for  so  joining  him,  obtain  grants  of  land 
in  Ireland.  That  would  evidently  imply  that 
the  conquering  or  successful  party  woula  have 
the  means  of  making  g^rants  of  land.  Mr. 
M'Manus  arrived  in  Dublin  from  Liverpool  OD 
the  mominf  of  the  25th  of  July.  Immediately 
after  reaching  Dublin,  he  again  left  that  city, 
and  the  next  place  he  was  seen  at  was  either 
Mullinahone  or  on  the  march  to  Ballingairy, 
taking  part  in  the  proceedings  which  had 
already  been  proved  in  the  case  of  Mr.  0*Brien. 
It  might  be  alleged  that  M'Manus  had  done 
those  acts  in  oider  to  protect  Mr.  OBriem 
from  arrest,  but,  however  cogent  such  an  arga^ 
ment  might  be  in  Mr.  OBrien's  case,  it  c(mld 
scarcely  be  supposed  that  M'Manus  came  over 
from  Liverpool  and  appeared  in  arms  for  that 
sole  object,  and  that  he  did  not  wish  to  protect 
Mr.  O'Brien  from  arrest  in  order  that  he  might 
become  the  leader  of  a  revolationary  party. 

The  speech  of  the  prisoner  at  Liverpool,  his 
arrival  at  Dublin  ty  the  Iron  Duke  steamer, 
his  leaving  behind  him  a  tin  case  containing 
a  military  uniform,  were  then  proved  by  wit- 
nesses. The  prisoner's  course  thence  was  un- 
known until  he  joined  Mr.  OBrien,  when  the 
evidence  was  nearly  the  same  as  was  given  on 
that  triaL  In  order  to  connect  the  prisoner 
with  these, — 

William  Egan,  steward  of  the  relief  works  at 
Ballingarry,  repeated  the  evidence  he  gave  in 
Mr.  O'Brien's  case.  Identified  Mr.  ^VManus 
as  having  been  with  Mr.  O'Brien  on  Wedn«*s- 
day  evening  at  Ballingarry.  Saw  M^Manus  on 
holdback  riding  about  the  streets ;  there  was  a 
crowd  there  at  the  time. 

Thomas  Burke,  summons-server  of  Ballin. 
garry,  examined. — Saw  a  crowd  of  400  or  500 
people  in  the  village  on  Thursday,  the  2?th  of 
July.  Some  of  them  were  armed.  Identified 
the  prisoner  as  being  among  them ;  he  had  a 
belt  round  his  waist  which  held  pistols.  Saw 
him  at  Farrinrory  afterwards,  breaking  open  an 
outhouse  hi  the  attack  on  the  widow  Cormaek'$. 
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Heard  him  saj  "that  the  house  should  be 
burnt." 

George  Sparrow  proved  the  assemblage  of 
armed  m^D,  and  acts  of  drilling  at  Mallinahone, 
and  identified  Mr.  M*Munu8  as  baring  been  at 
Ballingarrj  with  Mr.  O'Brien. 

Sub-inspector  Trant  repeated  his  evidence  at 
O'Brien's  trial,  above,  p.  168. 

On  his  cross  examination  ho  stated  that  as  he 
was  marching  with  his  paity  from  Callan  to 
Ballingary  thej  called  upon  hhn  to  whistle  or 
sing  some  martial  air  to  cheer  them  on  their 
way,  and  he  began  to  whistle  accordingly. 
Wlien  they  reached  the  house,  '*  thinking  that 
singing  was  as  good  for  fighting  as  for  march- 
ing, I  called  upon  Constable  Young  to  strike  up 
I  the  British  Grenadiers ' ;  he  did  so,  and  it  was 
immediatelv  taken  up  and  chorussed  throughout 
the  house." 

You  published  a  despatch  giving  an  account 
of  this  battle  ?  ~I  did,  according  to  what  is  usual 
in  such  cases. 

Is  it  true  that  you  be^an  that  despatch  with  a 
poetic  quotation? -It  is  perfectly  true,  and  I 
am  not  ashamed  of  it,  at  all. 

Perhaps  you  could  favour  us  now  with  repeat- 
ing that  quotation  now. — Yes,  I  can. 

*'  Who  takes  the  foremost  foeman's  life, 
His  party  conquers  in  the  strife." 

Constable  Carroll^  of  the  mounted  police 
who  had  gone  with  a  despatch  from  Kilkenny 
to  Mr.  Trant,  on  the  morning  of  the  battle,  and 
who  was  taken  prisoner  on  his  return  by 
O'Brien's  party,  identified  M'Manus  ns  the 
person  who  came  up  to  him  and  said,  "  You  are 
my  prisoner."  M*Manus  was  armed  with  a 
gun.  He  was  immediately  surrounded,  and 
thinking  he  was  going  to  be  Bhot,  he  expressed 
a  wish  to  see  Mr.  O'Brien  or  M*Manus  again. 
M'Manus  then  came  up  and  took  him  out  of 
the  crowd  into  a  field. 

Cross-examined. 

He  heard  Mr.  O'Brien  say  he  could  take  the 
house  in  an  hour.  He  was  sent  with  Father 
Fitzgerald  to  Mr.   Trant  to  know  if  he  would 

S've  up  the  arms  before  the  people  attacked 
e  house.    Father  Fitzgerald  went  up  to  the 
house. 

Inspector  Trant  recalled. — I  remember  the 
policeman  coming  a  second  time  with  Father 
Fiteperald,  The  latter  gentleman  came  to  the 
window,  and  said  his  mission  was  to  make 
peace  between  both  parties.  He  said  the  other 
party  would  be  satisfied  if  we  surrendered  our 
arms,  and  would  in  that  case  let  us  depart  in 
safety  ;  he  added  that  he  himself  would  accom- 
pany ns,  and  guarantee  our  safety.  I  replied 
that  we  would  never  surrender  our  arms  but 
with  our  lives.  He  then  remarked  that  &ey 
would  bum  the  house  over  us  I  replied  that  I 
had  five  hostages,  meaning  the  children.  He 
then  said,  you  have  no  provisions ;  and  I  said 
we  could  fight  and  fkst  iPor  forty  hours,  and 
that,  if  we  fell,  there  would  still  be  sufficient 
men  to  revenge  our  fall,  and  not  leave  a  house 
standing  in  the  county.  I  also  remarked  that 
we  were  doing  no  harm,  and  if  he  could  protect 
the  men  with  him,  he  could  protect  us.    Father 

85884. 


Fitsgerald  returned  again  in  a  few  minutes  and 
asked  me  for  a  pallet  for  a  dying  man.  I  at 
first  refused,  saying  I  wanted  every  thing  to 
fortify  the  house,  but  I  afterwards  gave  one. 
He  then  asked  permission  to  take  some  poor 
dead  and  dying  creatures  away. 

H^  ad-con  St  able  Crowley  stated  that  on  the 
aoth  of  August  last  he  was  stationed  at  Cork. 
On  that  day  he  arrested  the  prisoner  on  board 
an  American  vessel  convenient  to  the  harbour's 
mouth. 

Butt  for  the  prisoner :  They  would  have  two 
questions  to  try.  First,  how  lar  the  prisoner 
was  connected  with  the  acts  alleged;  and, 
secondly,  how  far  the  acts  themselves  consti- 
tuted a  levying  of  war.  The  first  act 
charged  against  him  was  the  erection  of  barri- 
cades. That,  in  itself,  was  not  a  levying  of 
war.  The  indictment  required  that  the  jury 
should  consider  it  and  all  similar  acts  as 
attempts  to  subvert  the  constitution  of  the 
realm.  The  levying  of  war  must  be  actually 
carried  into  effect  to  constitute  the  crime  set 
forth.  If  a  man  compassed  the  death  of  the 
Queen,  he  was  guilty  if  he  committed  one  act 
towards  it,  though  the  object  were  never  accom- 
plished ;  but  the  levying  of  war  must  be  actually 
carried  out.  If  a  numt)er  of  persons  assembled 
together  and  incited  the  people  to  insurrection, 
the  guilt  charged  in  the  indictment  was  not 
complete,  and  the  leaders  would  only  be  liable 
to  an  indictment  under  another  Act  which  had 
lately  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature. 
No  design,  intention,  preparation,  or  conspiracy 
will  prove  the  offence—  there  must  be  an  actual 
series  of  acts  done  with  the  intention  and  object 
charged  against  the  prisoner.  The  defence 
was,  that  every  act  charged  and  proved  against 
him  was  perfectly  reconcilable  with  the  sole 
object  of  protecting  Mr.  O'Brien  from  arrest. 
If  that  were  the  case,  they  were  bound  to 
return  a  verdict  of  acquittal.  With  respect 
to  the  general  evidence,  every  particle  of  evi- 
dence  respecting  the  speeches  of  Mr.  O'  Brien, 
or  even  of  M*Manus,  in  Liverpool,  were 
only  calculated  to  mislead  the  jury,  unless 
in  so  far  as  the  words  used  cast  light  on  the 
intention  of  the  accused.  It  was  not  for  the 
jury  to  decide  whether  he  did  or  did  not  make 
the  speech  in  evidence  in  Liverpool,  but  they 
were  to  consider  whether  he  did  or  did  not  levy 
war  against  the  Queen  at  Mullinahone.  The 
next  point  of  evidence  referred  to  the  uniform. 
The  whole  isle  was  frighted  from  its  propriety 
at  the  time  by  the  **  discovery  of  the  uniform  of 
a  rebel  general,"  and  people  were  terrified  with 
the  notion  that  some  great  French  Marshal  had 
come  over  to  lead  the  insurgents.  But  it  turned 
out,  after  all,  that  the  terrible  uniform  was  merely 
the  state  dress  of  the  '82  Club,  which  was  formed 
some  years  ago  by  some  gentlemen  anxious  to 
promote  the  cause  of  repeal.  Finding  himself 
dodged  by  a  policeman,  and  knowing  that  he  had 
connected  himself  with  the  party  against  which 
the  vengeance  of  the  Government  was  directed, 
Mr.  M*Manus  resolved  to  leave  Dublin,  as  it 
would  not  have  been  at  all  pleasant  for  a  man  in 
business  to  have  been  kept  in  gaol  till  March 
1849.  He  leffc  Dublin  and  went  to  Kilkenny, 
where  he  visited  some  of  his  customers,  intend- 
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ing  to  conceal  himself  from  imprisoxmient. 
HaTing  heard  that  Mr.  O'Brien  was  in  the 
neighbourhood,  he  went  to  see  him,  and  became 
mixed  ap  in  the  unfortunate  events  which  after- 
wards followed.  Ue  did  not  join  him  till 
Thursday,  and  the  acts  committed  bj  Mr. 
O'Brien  before  that  day  could  not  at  all  a£fect 
him.  In  Lord  George  Gordon*^  trial.  Lord 
Mansfield  left  two  issues  to  the  jury;  first, 
whether  the  design  of  the  multitude  was  to  force 
a  repeal  of  an  Act  of  Parliament;  secondly, 
how  far  Lord  George  Gordon  was  implicated 
in  that  movement  with  the  same  design.  In 
the  same  way  two  questions  here  arose  for  the 
jury.  What  was  the  design  of  the  movement 
which  had  taken  place  before  the  arrival  of 
M^Manusf  and,  secondly,  how  far  he  had 
adopted  and  had  acted  on  the  same  principle  ? 
Beyond  all  question  the  origin  of  that  move- 
ment had  been  the  suspension  of  the  Htibeas 
Corpus  Act,  and  the  issue  of  a  warrant  for 
Mr.  0*Brien*s  arrest. 

Witnesses  were  then  called  who  gave  the 
prisoner  a  high  character,  both  as  a  private  man 
and  in  business.  The  uniform  was  also  identi- 
fied as  that  worn  by  the  members  of  the  '82 
aub. 

October  12th. 

DoHBRTT,  L.G.J.,  summed  up. 

After  an  absence  of  three  hours,  the  jury 
found  the  prisoner  guilty,  but  strongly  recom- 
mended him  to  mercy. 

Patrick  0*Donohue  was  tried  next.  Evi- 
dence was  given  that  he  took  part  with  Smith 
0*Brien  in  the  events  at  Ballingarry,  &c,  but  no 
evidence  that  he  was  a  party  to  any  treasonable 
designs  previous  to  that  date.  For  the  defence 
his  counsel  submitted  that  he  could  not  be  con- 
victed, unless  there  were  evidence  that  he  was 
awjire  of  the  treasoQable  intentions  of  the  other 
parties  at  the  time  he  took  part  with  them. 

MooHB,  J.,  in  summing  up  :  I  have  to  tell 
you,  as  a  principle  of  law,  that  if  men  are 
engaged  in  a  treasonable  purpose,  and  other 
men  act  with  them  and  forward  that  purpose, 
though  they  may  not  be  acquainted  with  the 
treasonable  intentions  of  the  party  whose  acts 
they  are  furthering,  they  will  be  traitors  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  law,  though  they  be  igno- 
rant of  the  treasonable  intent.  I  do  not  lay 
down  this  proposition  on  my  own  authority, 
which  is  very  little,  nor  on  that  of  my  learned 
brother,  which  is  very  great,  but  I  will  give  it 
you  on  the  authority  of  a  very  eminent  lawyer 
and  judffc.  Sir  Matthew  Hale.  The  Sari  of 
Essex,  the  great  favourite  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
did  in  the  latter  end  of  his  life  commit  an  a<!t 
which  WAS  deemed  high  treason.  The  Earl  of 
Southampton  associated  with  him  in  part  of  his 
proceedings,  and  in  reference  to  that  Sir  Matthew 
Hale  lays  dowTk :  **  His  adherence,  though  he 
did  not  know  of  any  other  purpose  than,  in  a 
general  way,  that  the  Earl  of  Essex  had  a 
quarrel  with  a  servant  of  the  Queen's,  was  trea- 
son in  him,  as  the  act  was  rebellion  in  the  Earl 
of  EAwx."(a) 

(a)  1  Hale  P.O.  188  ;  Moore,  620;  2  Hawk. 
P.O.  c.  2.  s.  26 ;  and  cf.  per  Pophan,  C X,  in 
Blont's  naso,  1  St  Tr.  1410. 


So  that  if  a  man,  or  body  of  men,  be  engaged 
in  a  treasonable  purpose,  any  man  who  aseo- 
eiates  himself  with  them,  who  affords  them  his 
assistance  and  aid,  though  he  may  be  ignorant 
of  the  treasonable  intent,  it  is  laid  down  by  the 
high  authority  I  have  quoted,  that  he  would  be 
guilty  of  high  treason. 

The  prisoner  was  found  guilty. 

October  16th. 

Thomas  Fraiteis  Meagher  was  put  on  his 
trial  under  a  similar  indictment  to  those  of  the 
preceding  prisoners. 

The  Attorney-General  (Monakan)  stated  the 
charge  against  the  prisoner,  as  in  the  preceding 
cases.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  law  of  high  treason 
that  it  was  not  necessary  that  the  accused  should 
be  personally  present,  and  personally  take  part 
in  the  entire  of  the  proceedings.  It  was  settled 
and  established  in  contradistinction  to  other 
crimes,  such  as  murder,  that  a  man  might  be 
guilty  of.  levying  war,  though  he  hims^  had 
not  left  his  own  dwelling.  A  man  who  incited, 
advised,  encouraged,  or  sent  out  others  for  the 
purpose  of  levying  war,  was  himself  guilty  of 
high  treason.  The  speeches  by  Mr.  Meagher 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  would  satisfy 
them  that  Mr.  Meagher  had  the  object  and 
intention  of  endeavouring  to  effect  a  revo- 
lution, which,  indeed,  he  did  afterwards  attempt, 
and  that  at  that  time  the  only  thing  undeter- 
mined in  his  mind  was  as  to  the  date  at  which 
it  should  take  place.  There  was  an  association 
in  Dublin,  called  the  Irish  Confederation,  of 
which  Mr.  Meagher  was  a  distinguished 
member.  He  did  not  say  that  that  Confedera- 
tion was  formed  for  treasonable  purposes — the 
professed  object  of  it  was  to  obtain  a  repeal  of 
the  Union  ;  and  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  it 
was  to  be  obtained  by  illegal  means;  but  he 
thought  he  should  be  able  to  prove  that,  soon 
after  its  formation,  and  some  time  in  February 
or  March  in  this  year,  very  many  of  the 
members  of  that  Association — and  none  more 
conspicuously  than  Mr.  Meagher — formed  the 
design  of  effecting  a  revolution  by  force  of 
arms.  The  first  piece  of  evidence  he  should 
adduce  was  a  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Meagher 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Confederation  on  the  15th 
of  March,  which  was  made  the  subject  of  a 
prosecution.(a)  The  speaker  proposed  that 
delegates,  elected  from  the  chief  cities  and 
towns,  should  proceed  to  London  and  demand 
an  audience  of  the  Queen ;  if  it  were  yielded, 
then  that  they  should  implore  Her  Majesty  to 
exercise  hf>r  Royal  prerogative  and  summon 
a  Parliament  to  meet  in  Dublin  ;  but  if  it 
were  refused,  then — ^he  said  it  advisedly  and 
deliberHtely— it  would  be  their  duty  to  fight,  and 
fight  desperately.  Another  meeting  was  held, 
and  a  deputation,  consisting  of  Mr.  OBrien, 
Mr.  Meagher,  and  Mr.  O*  Gorman,  was 
appointed  to  proceed  to  France  with  a  con- 
gratulatory address  from  Ireland.  The  deputa- 
tion went  to  France,  and  returned  early  in 
April,  and  on  the  15th  of  that  month  a  soirSe 


(a)  See  Beg.  v.  O'Brien^  Beg,  v.  Meagher, 
6  8t.Tr.  N.S.  571. 
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was  held  to  complimeDt  the  depatation  on  their 
retmn;    and  at  that  meeting   Mr.  Meagher 
presented  to  the  Confederation  a  flag  which  he 
said  he  had  brought  from  France,  and  which, 
from  bis  speech,  he  seemed  to  anticipate  would 
be  the  flag  under  which  the  struggle  would  take 
place.    At  that  time  speeches  or  meetings  of 
such  a  character  were  by  the  law  of  Ireland 
onlj    misdemeanors,    but     in     England    they 
were  high  treason.    An  Act  was  accordingly 
passed,  11  &  13  Vict.  c.  13.,  making  it  felony  in 
both  countries  to  compass,  imagine,  or  intend 
to  levy  war  against  the  Queen,  and  to  express 
such  intention  by  open  and  advised  speaking, 
or  the  publication  of  any  written  or  print^ 
document.    That  Act  was  passed  on  the  32ud 
of  April,  and  in  May  Mr.  Mitchel  was  prose- 
cuted under  it  for  certain  articles  published  in 
his  newspaper.    In  the  meantime  the  charge 
against  Mr.  Meagher  had  been  brought  to  trial, 
but  the  ]nry  did  not  agree  to  a  verdict.    At  that 
period  a  number  of  clubs  had  been  established 
in  DubHn,  and  he  thought  he  should  be  able  to 
prove,  by  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Meagher  himself, 
that  immediately  befoie  the  trial  of  Mitchel, 
consultations  were  held  as  to  whether,  in  the 
event  of  MitcheVs   conviction    and    intended 
transportation,    efforts    should   not   be    made 
to  rescue  him,  and  whether  an  attempt  should 
not  be  made  at  the  same  time  to  effect  a  revolu- 
tion which   they  had  arranged    and  planned, 
though  the  precise  mode  of  eff^ecting  it  had  not 
been    previously    determined    on.     He  would 
allege  that  Mr.  Meagher  went  about  night  after 
night  through  the   clubs  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  their  opinions,  and  whether  they 
were  prepsjred  at  that  moment  to  break  out  in 
open  insurrection;  for  it  was  downright  non- 
sense to  suppose  that  the  object  was  merely  to 
break  out  in  arms  to  rescue  Mr.  Mitchel,  who 
was  at  that  time  confined  in  Newgate,  in  the 
city  of  Dublin,  where  there  were  then  8,000  or 
9,000  troops.    He  would  allege,  also,  that  they 
determined  ultimately  to  postpone  the  insurrec- 
tion (intil  after  the  harvest,  as  there  would  not 
be  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions  before,  and 
the  Qovemment  might  starve  them  into  submis- 
sion.   The  learned  counsel  then  referred  to  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Meagher  on  the  6th  of  June, 
after    the    transportation     of    Mr.    Mitchel. 
Early   in    July,  Mr.  Dvffy   and  others  were 
arrested,    and    it   then   became    a   matter   of 
serious  consideration  with  Meagher^  and  those 
connected  in  this  transaction,  as  to  what  should 
be  done  in  relation  to  those  parties.    Accord- 
ingly, on  the  14th  or  15th  of  July,  proceedings 
were  taken  by  the  Confederation  for  a  discus- 
.sion  as  to  whether  the  time  had  then  arrived  for 
the  revolution   to  be  attempted.     One  reason 
stated  in  May  for  the  postponement  was,  that 
the  clnbs  were  not  sufficiently  organised,  and  in 
the  early  part  of  July,  several  members  of  the 
elubs  had  gone  through  the  country  to  review 
them,  and  ascertain  their  state  of  organization, 
the  object  being,  as  far  as  they  could  judge 
from  the  statements  of  the  different  parties,  that 
there  should  be  a  simultaneous  rising  in  the 
country.    It  would  appear  that,  on  the  15th  of 
thai  month,  Mr.  Meagher  held  a  large  meeting 
at  Slievenamon.    At  the  meeting  of  the  Con- 


fed«ration,  therefore,  on  that  day  Mr.  Meagher 
was  not  present.    On  the  19th  of  July,  however, 
arrangements  were  made  for  another  meeting 
on  tlM  21st  of  July,  and  at  that  meeting  Mr. 
Meagher  was  present ;  and  a  witness  who  was 
present  would  prove  that  it  was  held  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  a  council  of  five  persons  as  a 
council  of  war,  to  conduct  an  armed  revolution 
in  the  country.    No  reporters  were  present  at 
that  meeting,  and  he  would  produce  a  person 
named  Dobhyn,  who  was  the  representative  of 
the  Bed  Hand  Club,  and  who  took  part  in  the 
proceedings  of    the    meeting,  to    prove    what 
occurred.    He  had  reported  the  proceedings  of 
the  Club  to  the  (lovernment  from  day  to  day, 
and  from  his  information  the  parties  had  been 
prevented    from    carrying    out   their    project. 
Attempts  would  be  made  to  impeach  the  vera- 
city of  that  witness,  but    he  (the    Attorney- 
Creneral)  was    fully  prepared  to    support  his 
general  conduct  and  credit,  if  any  such  attempts 
were  made.      The  balloting  papers  that  were 
ut»ed  at  that  meeting  of  the  2l6t  of  July  were 
afterwards  found    in    the    possession  of   Mr. 
Lalor,  who  was  present  at  the  meeting,  and 
probably  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  one  of 
the  council ;  and  Dohbyn,  who  had  never  seen 
those  papers  from  the  day  they  were  used, 
would  prove  that  those  were  the  actual  balloting 
papers,  and  that  the  council  elected  was  com- 
posed of  Mr.  Meagher,  Mr.    O^  Gorman,  Mr. 
Dillon,  Mr.    D,    ReiUy,    and    Mr.    M'Ghee. 
Immediately  after  that  election,  a  resolution  was 
proposed,  that    the  revolution  should  not  be 
postponed    beyond    the    8th   of  August.    Mr. 
Meagher  refused  to  give  a  positive  pledge  to 
that  effect,  but  said  he  would  use  every  effort  in 
his  power  for  encouraging  the  people  by  whom 
the  revolution  was  to  be  effected.    He  could 
produce  no  witness  to  corroborate  Dobbyn ;  but 
if  the  meeting  to  which  he  would  depose  were 
innocent,  it  would  be  competent  for  the  counsel 
of  the  prisoner  io  produce  any  man,  or  number 
of  men,  present  at  it,  to  contradict  Dobhyn, 
Coming  to  the  actual  outbreak,  he  was  not 
able    to    show    that    Mr.    Meagher    was    at 
Mullinahone,  but  it  would  be  proved  that  he 
was    at    Ballingarry,   on     Friday,    with    Mr. 
O'Brien,  addressing  the  people.    It   was  not 
necessary  to  the  prisoner's  guilt  to  show  that  he 
was  aware  of  what  was  about  to  take;  place  the 
foUowing  day.    If  he  was  aware  of  the  nature 
of  the  proceedings  generally,  it  was  sufficient. 
He  was  not  able  to  produce  any  evidence  ;  but 
he  might  call  upon  them  to  infer  from  the  facts 
proved  that  he  was  aware  of  the  previous  ti^ans- 
action,  of  the  general  nature  of  the  transactions 
in  which  Mr.   O'Brien  was  engaged,  and  that 
it  was  in  furtherance  of   that   object  that  he 
joined    that  gentleman    on   the  Friday.     The 
learned  counsel,  after  detailing  the  proceedings 
on  Saturday,   the  29th,  then   read  the  letter 
written  ty  Mr.  Meagher  from   Cahirmoyle  to 
Mr.  O^Brien,  aLd  another  to  a  Mr.  Smith,  in 
whose  possession  it  was  found  at  the  time  of 
his  (Mr,  Smithes)  arrest.    The  following  are 
extracts  from  it  : — 

**  Well,  as  to  public  opinion  again — the 
Nation  is  admirable  this  week,  and  I  am 
delighted  to  find  that  Kenyon'e  speech  was  so 
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Bplendid.    As  to  the  Freeman^  we  must  do  oar  ^ 
best  to  crash  it.     With  regard  to  Cork,  Barry  ^ 
(that  is  a  secret)  is  rather  tame }  is  adverse  to  , 
a  Confederate  move,  whilst  Charley  Murphy  , 
and  Denny  Lane  are  decidedly  for  it.     I  am  , 
urging  them  with  all  my  might  and  efforts  to 
carry  every  point  triumphantly.      There^s  no 
doubt  we  shall  have  the  upper  hand  in  time. 
The  clubs  will  do  the  business.     Don*t  forget  . 
France  and  her  revolution/* 

October  17th. 

James  Stephenson  Dohhyn — Examined  by 
tne  AUomey-Ueneral. 

I  live  in  Dublin ;  was  a  member  of  the  Bed 
Hand  Club.  The  club  met  on  Constitution 
Hill,  and  was  a  branch  of  the  Curran  Club, 
which  met  in  Capel  Street ;  in  other  words,  it 
was  founded  by  the  members  of  the  latter.  It 
consisted  of  about  thirty  members  when  I 
joined;  others  were  added  afterwards.  The 
Curran  consisted  of  about  500  members ;  many 
of  them  had  arm^  Saw  Mr.  Mtagher  at  the 
Curran  Club  about  June  22.  The  occasion  of 
the  meeting  was  the  presentation,  by  Mr. 
Metigher,  of  a  flag  to  the  club.  I  could  see  a 
variety  of  colours  in  it.  Meagher  spoke  about 
standing  by  their  colours,  and  establishing  the 
independence  of  the  country.  Attended  another 
meeting  of  the  representatives  of  clubs  on  the 
19th  of  June,  in  the  day  time  :  it  was  to  defeat 
the  Lord  Lieutenant^s  proclamation.  Mr. 
O*  Brien  and  the  prisoner  were  there.  Attended 
another  meeting  on  the  21st  of  June,  when 
Meagher  was  also  present.  I  went  about 
8  o'clock.  The  meeting  was  held  in  conse- 
quence of  what  took  place  at  the  meeting  on 
the  19th.  There  were  about  a  dozen  people 
present  when  I  first  went  in.  Mr.  Dillon  was 
moved  to  the  chair,  Mr.  Meagher  being  present 
at  the  time.  Dillon  stated  from  the  chair  what 
the  object  of  the  meeting  was ;  it  was  to  form 
an  executive  council.  The  council  was  stated 
to  be  for  the  management  of  the  clubs.  It  was 
stated  that  as  the  council  was  then  constituted 
their  business  would  ooze  out  too  much,  and 
that  if  they  were  reduced  to  five  there  would  be 
a  greater  probabihty  of  security.  Mr.  Lalor 
handed  Mr.  Dillon  a  letter  from  Mr.  Duffy, 
who  was  in  gaol  at  the  time,  in  which  he  pro- 
posed the  names  of  three  clergymen  as  members, 
namely.  Rev.  Mr.  Hughes,  Rev.  Mr.  O* Malty, 
and  Hev.  Mr.  Kenyon.  The  members  exclaimed 
that  it  was  to  be  a  council  of  war,  and  that  no' 
priests  were  to  be  on  it.  The  members  repre- 
senting the  clubs  said  that.  The  next  thins 
they  did  was  to  go  to  the  election  of  the  council. 
There  was  a  general  feeling  at  the  meeting  that 
Mr.  O'Brien  should  be  elected  one  or  the 
members,  but  Mr.  Dillon  said  Mr.  O'Brien 
would  be  of  greater  service  in  organizing  the 
country  than  he  would  be  in  the  council. 
Dillon  then  read  the  names  of  each  club  from  a 
book,  and  the  representatives  answered.  No  I 
person  was  allowed  to  vote  unless  he  repre-  I 
seuted  a  club.  The  election  was  by  means  of  ' 
papers.  Five  were  to  be  elected.  The  ballot-  j 
ing  papers  were  put  into  a  box,  and  two  soniti- 
ueers  were  appomted,  who  retired  into  a  back 


room  with  it.  I  wrote  a  ballotioff  paper  mjself. 
I  never  saw  that  paper  until  a  few  days  biBfove 
I  was  produced  as  a  witness  in  ClonmeL 

The  Attorney- General  requested  Mr.  KewmU 
to  produce  the  papers,  and  that  gentleman 
handed  them  to  witness. 

Attorney-General:  Would  you  look  through 
those  papers  and  see  if  you  can  find  the  paper 
you  wrote  yourself? 

Dobbyn  looked  over  them  carefully,  and  after 
a  time  took  out  a  slip,  and  said,  *<  There  is  tha 
one  I  wrote."  There  were  thii-^  papers  in  all, 
and  in  reply  to  Doherty,  L.C.J.,  he  stated  that 
twenty-nine  members  and  Mr.  Dillon  had  voted 
for  the  executive  council.  Witness  identified 
three  other  papers  a^  having  been  written  by 
Mr.  M*Dermott,  Mr.  J,  F,  Lalor,  and  Mr. 
O'Higgins,  On  second  thoughts,  he  said  he 
wa^  not  clear  on  the  latter  fact  Witness 
further  stated  the  names  of  a  number  of  those 
who  voted,  and  among  theoi  was  Mr.  Meagher, 

The  persons  elected  were  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr. 
Meagher,  Mr.  O* Gorman,  jun.,  Mr.  M*Ghee, 
There  was  an  equality  of  votes  for  Lalor  and 
Devin  Reilly,  and  on  a  new  election  the  latter 
was  chosen.  Mr.  M*Dermott  and  Mr.  Lalor 
proposed  that  the  executive  should  give  a  pledge 
to  have  a  rising  on  the  8th  of  August.  Mr. 
Meagher  objected  to  give  a  pledge  to  have  a 
rising  on  the  8th  of  August,  but  said  he  would 
do  everything  in  his  power  to  expedite  it  even 
before  that  day.  Dillon  gave  a  similar  pledge, 
and  confirmed  it  by  "  So  help  me  God." 
M'Ghee  said  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to 
promote  it  by  writing,  speaking,  and  acting. 
Three  of  the  executive  council  were  to  form « 
quorum.  It  was  arranged  that  the  council  was 
to  sit  next  day,  to  have  four  club  meetings  nezc 
day  in  Dublin.  There  were  to  be  no  speeches 
at  all,  but  the  members'  names  were  to  be  called 
out  If  the  clubs  were  well  or^nized,  it  was 
considered  that  two  hours'  notice  was  quite 
sufficient  to  turn  them  out.  The  object  of  the 
meeting  was  to  ascertain  their  numerical 
strength.    They  were  not  to  be  armed. 

Cross-examined. 

Did  you  not  swear  on  Mr.  O'Brien's  trial 
that  Mr.  Meagher  was  present  at  the  meeting 
of  July  15th?— No. 

Will  you  swear  that* — If  I  said  so  then,  I 
swore  what  was  not  true. 

Oh,  I  have  no  doubt  of  that,  but  will  you  tell 
me  what  you  swore? — ^I  will  positively  swear 
Meagher  was  at  the  meetings  of  the  19th  and 
21st 

But  you  swore  to  the  contrary  on  Mr. 
O'Brien's  trial  ?— I  did  not. 

Whiteside :  My  lord,  I  rest  this  examination 
on  the  accuracy  of  the  newspaper  reports,  but 
on  this  point  I  appeal  to  your  lordships'  notes. 

Blackburn B,  L.C.J.  :  You  cannot  do  so ; 
you  cannot  ask  us  to  refer  to  our  notes  of  the 
past  trial  for  this  purpose. 

Was  the  council  of  the  Confederation  dis- 
solved  on  the  2 1st  ?  Was  it  intended  to  dissolve 
it  ? — I  believe  it  was ;  I  don't  know. 

Did  you  ever  speak  to  Mr.  Meagher  1 — ^No  ; 
he  spoke  to  mc. 
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When,  and  where?— At  the  meeting  of  the 

2l8t. 

Who  introduced  joa  to  this  meeting? — Mr. 
Dillon.    He  knew  me. 

What  did  Mr.  Meagher  gay  to  you  ? — ^When 
we  were  separating  at  night  he  shook  hands 
with  me,  and  hid  me  good  night. 

The  witness  underwent  a  long  and  severe 
cross-examination . 

James  Bums:  Knew  James  Dobhyn,  Had 
been  in  the  same  office  with  him  as  solicitor's 
clerk.  Had  seen  him  write  often.  Identified 
one  of  the  balloting  papers  produced  as  being  in 
Dobbyn^s  handwriting.  Witness  was  here 
handed  a  paper  by  Mr.  Butt,  which  he  was 
asked  to  examine.  Had  no  doubt  the  paper 
produced  was  in  Dobbyn*s  handwriting. 

Major  Broumriffg  and  Mr.  Kemmis,  senior, 
traced  &e  documents  until  their  production  in 
Court. 

Constable  DunUavy  stated  that  he  was  sta- 
tioned at  Enniscorthy  last  July.  Saw  Mr. 
Meagher  there  on  Sunday,  the  28rd,  about 
1 1  o'clock.  Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr.  0*Brien  were 
there.  Mr.  O'Brien  introduced  the  prisoner  to 
the  people  as  <*Mr.  Meagher.**  Meagher  tA- 
dressed  the  people,  and  said  he  always  was,  and 
ever  would  remain,  the  unrelenting  enemy  of 
the  British  GoTemment;  that  a  short  time 
before  he  had  addressed  50,000  men  in  Tippe- 
rary,  who  were  prepared,  or  had  sworn,  to  do 
their  duty.  He  also  spoke  of  the  difference  he 
had  had  with  the  late  Mr.  O'Coniitf//—- that  the 
best  way  to  make  amends  was  to  bring  the  flag 
of  liberty  and  plant  it  on  his  tomb.  Mr.  Dillon 
then  addressed  the  people,  but  witness  could 
not  say  whether  Mr.  Meagher  was  there.  Saw 
them  afterwards  leave  the  town  in  a  car  with 
Mr.  O'Brien. 

On  being  asked  what  Mr.  Dillon  said, 

Whiteside  objected  to  the  question,  the 
witness  not  being  certain  that  Mr.  Meagher  was 
present  when  Mr.  Dillon  spoke. 

The  Solicitor- General  contended  that  the 
parties  having  been  proved  to  have  been,  on  the 
21st  of  July,  elected  members  of  the  War 
Council,  there  was  sufficient  evidence  of  a  con- 
spiracy to  make  the  speech  of  the  one  evidence 
against  the  other. 

Blaokburnb,  L.CJ.  :  It  is  clearly  evidence. 

The  witness  repeated  the  substance  of  Mr. 
Dillon*s  speech,  in  which  he  said  that  the 
Wexford  men  had  always  a  gun  ready  in  the 
comer,  and  their  powder  dry. 

David  Williams,  head-constable  of  police, 
was  called,  and  was  about  to  give  evidence  as 
on  his  former  examinations  wim  respect  to  Mr. 
O'Brien's  visit  to  the  police  barrack  at  Mullraa- 
hone,  when 

Whiteside  interposed.  From  the  state- 
ment of  the  Attomey-Oeneral  in  opening  the 
case,  he  had  understood  dearly  that  Mr. 
Meagher  never  appeared  in  company  with  Mr. 
O^BHen  after  the  occurrences  at  Carrick,  ex- 
cept for  a  short  time  on  Friday  night  at  the 
Commons.  He  submitted,  therefore,  that  the 
immense  mass  of  evidence  which  ihej  were 
called  on  to  hear  as  to  what  took  place  at 
Mullinahone,  EilleD»ule,and  Farrinrory,  should 
not,  and  ooold  not,  be  received  against   his 


client,  who  was  not  present  or  concerned  at 
those  places. 

The  Attorney' General  contended  that  the 
evidence  was  admissible. 

Blackbdrnb,  L.CJ.  :  We  are  all  clearly  of 
opinion  that  this  evidence  must  be  received. 
The  authorities  are  so  distinct,  that  the  law  on 
this  subject  is  beyond  all  manner  of  doubt. 
The  prisoner  is  indicted  for  levying  war  against 
the  Crown,  and  it  is  admitted  there  is  evidence 
— no  matter  what  may  be  its  value— of  a  con- 
spiracy and  incitement  to  levy  war.  The  Crown 
alleges  war  was  actually  levied.  Now,  in  high 
treason,  all  are  principals,  whether  they  are 
accessory  before  or  after  the  fact  An  acces- 
sory after  the  fact  can  only  be  tried  after  the 
conviction  of  the  traitor,  as  is  laid  down  in 
Uale.  [Here  his  lordship  read  the  passage 
in  the  Pleas.]  Hale  further  says  that  all  such 
as  aid  or  abet  the  committing  of  any  treason, 
whether  present  or  absent,  are  principals. 
Again  he  says  (in  p.  188)—**  If  divers  conspire 
to  levy  war,  and  some  of  them  actually  levy 
war,  it  is  high  treason  in  all  the  conspirators, 
because  all  are  principalfi."  We  cannot  prevent 
the  Crown>  with  evidence  such  as  that  before 
us,  from  proving  the  levy  of  war. 

The  same  series  of  witnessee  were  again 
introduced,  and  gave  evidence  as  to  the  occur- 
rences at  Mullinahone,  Ballingarry,  Killenaule, 
and  the  finding  of  the  documents  in  Mr. 
O*  Brien*s  portmanteau. 

Thursday,  October  19th. 

Whiteside  addressed  the  jury  for  the  prisoner. 
In  this  case,  he  said,  it  now  becomes  my  duty 
to  address  you  on  the  behalf  of  my  client,  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar.  I  shall  not  be  guilty  of 
the  silly  affectation  of  asking  you  to  dismiss 
ft-om  your  minds  what  you  may  have  heard  of 
the  proceedings  in  this  case— on  the  contrary,  I 
do  not  desire  that  you  should  fbrgt* t  all  that  you 
know  and  must  necessarily  have  read  of  the 
trials  which  have  taken  place  at  this  unfortunate 
commission.  Had  my  client  been  tried  first, 
and  bad  he  been  tried  in  any  happier  portion  of 
this  empire,  I  aver  his  acquittal  would  have 
been  certain.  But  the  Attorney-General^  with 
consummate  art,  has  reserved  this  case  for  the 
last.  The  previous  trials  have  paved  the  way 
for  the  conviction  of  the  prisoner,  and  my  learnt 
friend,  flushed  with  his  past  successes,  has  kept 
the  case  of  Thomas  Francis  Meagher  for  the 
closmg  scene  of  the  commission.  Gentlemen 
of  the  jury,  you  heard  the  Attorney- General's 
statement.  That  statement  was  clear,  and  in 
one  or  two  respects  was  remarkable.  He  told 
you  Mr.  Meagher  was  indicted  for  levying  of 
war  against  the  Queen,  and  he  further  told  you 
— I  wrote  down  the  sentence  as  he  spoke  it — 
that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  prove  that 
Meagher  was  present  at  the  levying  of  war,  for 
that  he  would  be  equally  guUty  if  he  were 
seized  in  his  parlour  (I  presume  in  Dublin), 
while  all  the  transactions  spoken  of  were  taking 
place  in  your  county ;  and  if  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral be  right,  and  succeed  in  convincing  the 
Court  that  his  view  of  the  law  be  correct,  and  if 
the  Court  succeeds  in  convincing  you  that  it 
ought  to  be  adopted,  of  course  my  client  must 
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be  convicted.  But  if,  on  the  ooutrary,  the  case 
of  my  client  be  heaiil  and  be  tried  with  refer- 
ence to  everything  he  has  done— with  reference 
to  his  conduct  and  all  his  actions — ^then  his  ac-  • 
quittal  is  certain.  Now,' the  difficalty  in  my  way  | 
is  to  have  him  tried  according  to  the  principles  i 
of  common  sense  and  common  justice — by  the 
fundamental  rule  of  our  law,  that  one  man  is 
not  to  be  affected  by  the  declarations,  speeches,  | 
and  conduct  of  another,  unless  that  other  is  in 
effect  almost  himself — ^that  is  to  say,  identified 
in  one  purpose  and  one  object,  and  that  the 
identical  purpose  stated  in  the  indictment  ;^  to 
affect  Mr.  Meaghery  my  client,  with  any  thing 
which  has  been  said  or  spoken  by  another, 
unless  on  such  grounds,  is  simply  to  deny  the 
first  principles  of  justice,  and  to  violate  the  law 
you  are  to  administer.  Now,  what  is  the 
offence  with  which  the  prisoner  is  charged? 
It  is  with  a  levy  of  war  against  the  Queen.  I 
will  address  you  very  shortly  about  this  part  of 
the  case.  You  were  no  doubt  surprised  to  hear 
that  when  Mr.  Meagher  might  have  been  sitting 
in  his  parlour  in  Dublin  he  was  guilty  of  levying 
war  in  open  field  in  Tipperary.  But  that 
was  the  proposition.  How  is  it  made  out  ? 
In  this  way :  — Mr.  Meagher^  with  several 
persons  who  are  not  mentioned  in  the  indict- 
ment, engage  in  a  certain  object.  The  indict- 
ment and  the  law  are  so  cautiously  framed  that 
they  are — if  I  can  use  such  an  expression  with 
respect  to  the  law — formed  to  blind,  to  deceive, 
and  entrap  the  prisoner  with  respect  to  the 
charges  against  him.  In  the  indictment  he  is 
charged  with  having  marched  in  arms  at  Ballin- 
garry ;  with  having  erected  barricades  at  filille- 
naule,  with  having  attacked  the  police  at 
Mulltnahone.  Not  one  of  these  things  did  the 
prisoner  do.  The  mere  operation  of  drilling  and 
marshalling  did  not  amount  to  high  treason. 
The  means  by  which  treason  was  committed 
was  by  overt  acts,  and  accordingly  all  the  overt 
acts  charged  in  this  case  are  set  out  in  this 
indictment,  and  the  prisoner  is  not  proved  to 
have  taken  part  in  them. 

The  learned  counsel  then  proceeded  to  give 
an  account  of  the  past  life  of  the  prisoner,  and 
his  connexion  with  the  agitation  for  the  peace- 
able and  lawful  repeal  of  the  Union  between  the 
two  countries. 

October  20th. 

Whiteside  resumed  his  address. 

In  reference  to  the  Deputation  to  the  revolu- 
tionary €k>vemment  of  France,  he  said  there 
was  nothing  treasonable  in  that ;  at  the  time  of 
the  first  revolution  much  worse  things  than  that 
had  been  done,  but  the  parties  accused  were 
acquitted.  He  then  dealt  with  the  evidence  of 
JJobbgn,  and  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the 
speeches  made  by  Mr.  Meagher,  and  which 
were  relied  on  by  the  Crown.  He  dissented 
altogether  from  the  doctrine  that  the  substance 
of  words  was  enough  to  convict  a  man  of  high 
treason.  The  substance  of  words  would  not 
suffice  in  an  action  for  slander,  and  should  it  be 
received  by  the  jury  against  their  fellow-man 
on  trial  for  his  life  ?  No  one  could  be  safe  if 
wh|U  a  man  thought   was    the    substance  of 


another's    observations     could    be    advaaoed 
against  the  latter  in  a  criminal  prosecution. 
The  most  pious  and  virtuous  sentiments  emdd 
be  perverted  utterly  by  taking  a  sentence  here 
and  a  sentence   there;  and  yet  this  was  the 
course  adopted  by  the  policemen  who  gave  evi- 
dence of  the  speeches.     He  appealed  to  their 
consciences  and  honour  that,  when  the  Judge 
laid  those  speeches  before  them  as  quoted  by 
the  policemen,  they  should  at  once  reject  them. 
If  there  was  to  be  any  safety  for  life  and  liberty, 
1st  them  reject  such  evidence  as  that.    Let  them 
not  find  a  man  guilty  of  high  treason — not  upon 
the  words,  but — good  God  Almighty! — the  sub- 
stance of  the  words  spoken  by  him-— a  young 
and  perhaps  an  ardent  and  unthinking  man. 
Such  was  the  evidence  which  had  strack  down 
liberty  in  the  despotic  countries  of  the  world. 
"  Words "    had    sacrificed  victims,  and  those 
nations  were  now  struggling  to  get  free  from 
such  a  bondage.     In  the  name— the  solemn 
name—of   Gad,  he  asked   them,  would  thej 
revive  those  bad  laws  for  these  speeches  in 
Dublin,  and  these  speeches  in  the  country  proved 
by  policemen,  who,    like    stupid    schoolboys, 
went  over  their  lessons  by  rote,  and,  if  inter- 
rupted,  resorted  to  their  caps  for  the  memoranda 
which  they  conned  over  in  the  back  passages  of 
the  Court  ?    The  learned  counsel  dien  proceeded 
to  the  evidence  as  to  the  prisoner's  conduct 
from  Graigue  down  to  Farrinrory.    Every  speech 
noted  down,  every  step  tracked;  what  would 
become   of  the  country,  if  this  system  w»e 
pursued  ?    But  down  to  his  arrival  at  Carrick 
nothing  was  brought  against  him  but  speeches, 
speeches,  speeches  I    How  were  they  reported  ? 
By  ignorant  policemen.     Other  men  had  been 
convicted  for  their  acts.    Here  they  had  nothing 
but  speeches.    Where  did  Mi.  Meagher  mrmf 
Nowhere.    Where    did    he    fight?    Nowhere. 
Where  did  he  levy  war?    Nowhere.     Whom 
did  he  attack  ?    No  one.    But  the  AUomeg' 
General  told  them  he  was  guUty.    It  was  iu 
their  power  to  believe  or  deny  tiiat  astiertion ; 
but  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  if  they 
found  a  veraict  on  such  evidence,  they  would 
deluge  their  couutry  in  innocent  blood. 

Some  evidence  was  adduced  on  behalf  of  the 
prisoner,  chiefiy  to  show  that  his  share  in  the 
agitation  had  been  peaceable  and  constitational ; 
the  character  of  Dobbgn  was  also  attacked. 

Butt  then  addressed  the  jury  for  the  prisoner, 
and  did  not  conclude  his  address  nntU  late  on 
the  second  day. 

October  21st. 

The  Solicitor-General  (^Hatchell)  rqplied  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown. 

Blackbu&nb,  L.C.J.,  eharged  the  jury. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,— llie  ohaige  in  this 
case  is  that  of  having  levied  war  against  the 
Queen  in  her  realm ;  and  various  acts  are  stated 
in  the  indictment  of  that  levying  of  war  i  and 
the  prisoner  is  charged  by  the  indictment  with 
havmg  doue  those  acts.  The  charge  of  levying 
war,  in  the  form  of  this  indictment,  may  mean 
either  an  actual  i^pearing  in  arms  with  the 
purpose  oharved*  or  it  may  mean,  that  tfat 
prisoner  hns  ineiled  others  to  appear  in 
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and  he  may  be  guilty  of  the  crime  of  Icvyhig 
war  if  others  appear  io  arms,  though  he  has  not 
done  so,  provided  they  do  it  on  his  advice, 
incitement,  or  procurement.    You  will,  there- 
fore, observe  that  in  the  consideration  of  the 
case  you  will  have  two  facts  to  decide— first, 
whether    war    was    actually    levied;  secondly, 
whether  the  prisoner  was  actually  present,  or, 
if    he  was  not,  whether,  though  not  present, 
he    incited,    advised,    and    aided    those    by 
whom  the  war  was  levied.    You  have  in  the 
course  of  this  case  heard  repeatedly  this  posi- 
tion laid  down — that  in  high  treason  there  are 
no  accessories,  but  that  all  are  principals.    If 
one  man  incites  another  to  commit  murder,  and 
that  murder  is  committed,  he  not  being  present, 
the  man  inciting  the  other  is  what  is  called  an 
accessory,    and    he    must    be    indicted,  when 
brought  to  justice,  in  a  peculiar  form — he  must 
be  indicted  as  an  accessory  before  the  fact,  and 
such  is  the  form  of  the  indictment  ;(a)  but  in  high 
treason  all  are  principals ;  the  man  who  incites 
to  the  commission  of  war,  or  any  other  species 
of  treason,  is  held  to  be  himself  ^ilty,  and  to 
stand  in  the  same  degree  of  guilt  with    the 
person  who  actually  commits  the  crime  of  trea- 
son ;  or,  in  a  few  short  words,  he  who  incites  to 
war,  if  war  be  levied,  himself  levies  war  within 
the  meaning  of  the  phrase,  and  according  to  the 
authority  of  the  law.     So  that,  if  you  should  be 
of  opinion  that  the  levying  of  war  which  took 
place  was  at  the  incitement,  procurement,  or  by 
means  of  a  conspiracy  to  which  the  prisoner 
was  a  party,  he  is  as  guilty  in  the  eye  of  the 
law — as  much  a  principal — as  if  he  actually 
appeared  in  arms.    That,  gentlemen,  is  the  law ; 
there  can  be  no   misunderstanding  about   it. 
You  vrill  therefore  carry  in  your  mmds  this  as 
the  result,  the  clear  result  of  the  first  legal 
authorities,  the  settled  law  in  the  liind— that  he 
who  advises,  incites,  or  conspires  to  levy  war, 
if  war  be  afterwards  actually  levied,  is  himself 
chargeable  with  the  crime  of  having  actually 
levied  war,  though  that  war  may  have  been 
levied  in  his  own  personal  absence.    In  order 
to  constitute  a  levying  of  war,  it  is  necessary 
that  there  should  be  an  insurrection — an  insur- 
rection with  force  for  some  general  object ;  you 
win,  therefore,  in  the  first  instance,  have  to 
consider,  was  there  an  insurrection  with  force  ? 
Unless  that  be  established  to  your  satisfaction, 
of  course  the  charge  against  the  prisoner  must 
fall  to  the  ground;  but  that  there  was  an  in- 
surrection with    force    is    scarcely  matter    of 
controversy  either  at  the  bar  or  on  the  evidence. 
The  events  which  have  a  direct  bearing  on  that 
matter  are  comprised  in  the  history  of  those 
^ye  disastrous  days  commencing  on  the  25th  of 
July,  and  terminating  on  the  29th.    [The  learned 
judge  dealt  with  the  evidence  showing  that  war 
was  actually  levied.]    Therefore,  with  respect  to 
this  part  of  the  case,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  deal- 
ing with  it ;  and  now  I  proceed  to  assist  you  as  far 
as  I  am  able  in  considering  that  which  is  matter 
for  your  most  serious,  minute,  and  patient  conside- 
ration— that  is  the  question,  did  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar  incite  or  procure  the  levying  of  this 


(a)  See  iww  24  &  25  Viet  c.  94.  8.  2. 


war  ?     Did  he  conspire  to  have  it  levied  ?    Did 
he  aid  in  the  levying  of  it  ?    If  he  did,  although 
he  was  not  himseu  present  on  any  of  those 
occasions  I  have  referred  to,  he  would  be  as 
jfuilty  as  if  he  were  the  mover  himself.    The 
evidence  by  which  it  is  sought  to  implicate  the 
prisoner  consists  of  speeches:  and  it  will  be  right 
for  me  to  tell  you  in  what  light  you  should 
regard  them,  and  for  what  purpose  alone  they 
ought  to  serve  in  your  investigation  of  the  case. 
If  these  speeches  are  mere  general  essays  or 
exhortations  imconnected  with  any  treasonable 
purpose  or  design,  they  do  not,  and  ought  not 
to,  bear  upon  the  issue  in  question.    You  ought 
to  be  satisfied,  in  my  judgment,  that  they  both 
indicate  a  treasonable  intention,  and  point  to 
the  execution  of  that  intention — in  other  words, 
that  they  were  uttered  wiih  the  design  to  be 
acted  upon  at  some  future  period  by  some  means 
or  other  of  exciting  an  insurrection  in    this 
country.     I  fully  agree  in  the  arguments  of  the 
prisoner's  counsel,  that  it  is  not  enough  to  take 
up  a  speech  and  say  that  it  is  seditious  or  an 
imputation  on  the  loyalty  or  principles  of  the 
person  who  uttered  it ;  but  they  are  evidence 
bearing    on    the  issue,  if  you  look  at  these 
speeches  and  the  evidence  you  have  heard  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  out  whether  an  intention 
existed,  and  whether  those  speeches  were  deli- 
vered in  prosecution  of  that  intention.     [The 
learned  judge  proceeded  to  comment  on  the 
speeches  proved  to  have  been  delivered  before  the 
outbreak,  and  observed  with  regard  to  the  report 
of  the  prisoner's  speech  of  June  6th—]     Other 
disclosures  in  this  document  authorize  me  to 
say  that  there  was  a  conspiracy,  as  treasonable 
a  conspiracy  as  ever  existed  in  any  country ; 
and  one  of  the  objects  of  this  speech  was  to 
justify  the  speaker  for    having  promoted  an 
insurrectionary  movement  for  the  purpose  of 
rescuing  Mitchel,    That  was  the  merit  of  the 
speech — he,  having  the  power,  had  exercised 
that  power  so  as  to  prevent  that  insurrection. 
He  first  advised  it — ^he  afterwards  withdrew 
that    advice,  and    for    very    obvious  reasons. 
That    shows    what    was     the    power    which 
this  gentleman  and  the  others  had  over  this 
body  in    restraining  them.      I   need   not  say 
that   those  who    could    restrain  could    impel 
them  into  action,  and  **  the  others  '*  whom  the 
speaker  alluded  to  were  the  movers  and  govern- 
ing power  of  this  Confederation,  existing,  and 
•fit  and  capable  of  acting,  on  the  6th  of  June, 
and  before  that  day,  if  necessary.    It  will  be 
for  }0u  to  consider  upon  the  evidence  whether 
what  subsequently  occurred  was  not  an  expan- 
sion of  the  same  system — whether  it  was  not  an 
identical  body  in  principle,  in  government,  and 
in  object  with  that  which  was  ready  on  the  6th 
of  June,  and  before,  to  burst  into  open  rebel- 
lion.   We   know  from  the    evidence    of   the 
prisoner  himself  that  the  clubs  were  the  places 
in  which  this  treason  was  hatched— -in  which 
treason  and  disloyalty  flourished  as  in  their 
proper  soil — and  from  which  was  to  emanate 
that  strength  which  was  to  encounter  the  power 
of  the  empire  itself.    It  is  said  that,  if  the 
prisoner  had  rescued  or  attempted  to  rescue 
Mr.  Mitchel,  that  was  a  particular  object,  and 
therefore,  not  being  genml  in  its  nature,  did 
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not  amount  to  high  treason.  Uow  that  miffht 
be  I  need  not  now  sa^',  but  as  an  abstract  point 
of  law  it  is  not  high  treason.  Bat  the  question 
now  is,  did  thi?  gentleman  advise  the  levying  of 
war  ?  Upon  that  question  it  is  important  to  say 
that  he  had  already  an  organized  armed  body 
under  the  command  of  him  and  his  associates, 
ready  to  start  into  existence  and  operation,  and 
it  will  be  for  you  to  say  whether  you  can 
discover  in  the  events  subsequent  to  the  6th  of 
June  any  change  of  purpose,  any  departure 
from  that  system  inconsistent  with  what  he  then 
said  ;  and  whether  all  that  afterwards  occurred 
was  not  a  propagation  of  the  same  open  revolu- 
tion, and  a  reiteration  of  the  same  speeches,  by 
force  to  accomplish  the  same  objects.  The 
next  evidence,  and  important  evidence  it  is,  is 
the  evidence  of  Dobbyn ;  but  it  is  for  you  to 
consider  whethctr,  if  you  disbelieve  all  that  is 
sworn  to  by  X>o66yn,  you  would  not  find  in  this 
case  ground  for  sustaining  the  charge  against 
the  prisoner.  If  you  consider  the  evidence  of 
this  witness  corroborated  by  other  circum- 
stances and  trustworthy  in  itself,  yon  should 
apply  it  to  the  facts  ;  but  if  you  entertain  any 
rational  doubt  with  respect  to  his  evidence,  you 
should  dismiss  it  at  once  from  the  case,  and  see 
if  there  is  not  other  evidence  against  the  pri- 
soner that  he  incited  this  insurrectionary  move- 
ment. The  CrowD,  in  the  next  stage  of  the 
case,  has  brought  forward  evidence  of  very  con- 
siderable value,  which  is  increased  by  the  cir- 
cumstance that  it  occurs  immediately  before  the 
actual  insurrection.  Mr.  O'Brien,  the  leader 
in  that  insurrection,  left  Dublin  on  Saturday, 
22nd  of  July.  That  he  was  at  the  head  of  the 
rebellion  is  beyond  all  question.  On  the  night 
of  that  day  Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr.  Meagher  joined 
Mr.  O^Brien,  and  on  Saturday,  July  23,  they 
appeared  in  Enniscorthy.  Permit  me  again  to 
repeat  the  observation  with  which  I  began,  that 
if  you  find  a  continuation  of  the  same  system, 
the  same  projects,  and  a  profession  of  the  same 
principles,  and  an  inculcation  of  the  same  advice 
in  the  subsequent  period  of  his  conduct  which 
appears  to  have  entered  into  the  prisoner's 
address  of  the  6th  of  June,  you  have  to  consider 
whether  he  had  undeigone  any  change  of 
opinion  or  had  abandoned  his  design.  The 
evidence  I  am  about  to  read  to  you  has  been 
most  violently  assailed  by  counsel,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  utterly  useless  for  the  founda- 
tion of  a  verdict ;  J  refer  to  the  reports  of  the 
speeches  made  by  policemen ;  and  it  has  been 
broadly  stated  that  those  men  ought  not  to  be 
asked  now,  and  should  not  hereafter  he  asked, 
to  perform  duty  of  a  similar  character.  1  can- 
not concur  in  that  observation.  I  think,  when 
people  go  through  the  country  collecting  crowds 
and  haranguing  them,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  police 
to  watch  and  observe  proceedings  of  the  kind, 
and,  as  far  as  their  means  allow,  to  be  partioular 
and  precise  in  reporting  transactions  of  such  a 
character.  I  fully  agree  in  this — ^that  in  reports 
of  speeches  by  such  persons  there  must  be  a 
total  want  of  the  accuracy  which  is  observed  by 
persons  who  possess  the  skill  of  Mr.  Hodges ;  it 
18  true  that  in  the  nature  of  things  they  cannot 
report  them  accurately :  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
I  must  say  that  it  is  plainly  and  distinctly  laid 


I  down  in  law  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  evidence  that  these  speeclMS  should 
be  hterally  and  accurately  reported ;  it  is  enough 
if  the  jury  be  satisfied  that  the  substance  of  the 
thing  spoken  by  the  accused  be  accoratelj 
reported.  [The  learned  judge  quoted  an  autho- 
rity to  show  that  the  substance  of  words  was 
sufficient  to  prove  intent  in  treason.]  So  in  the 
very  case  of  high  treason,  when  counsel  con- 
tended against  the  admission  of  such  evidence* 
it  is  the  law  of  the  land  that  the  substance  of 
words  is  admissible  evidence,  subject  of  course 
to  the  objections  which  arise  on  the  grounds  of 
probability  of  misconception  and  the  chance  of 
mistake.  I  shall  now  call  your  attention, 
gentlemen  of  the  jury,  to  the  speeches  in  detail, 
and  it  is  a  fact  which  you  cannot  avoid  carrying 
in  your  recollection,  that  here  are  three  persona, 
Meagher^  Dillon,  and  G*Brien,  on  the  Sabbath 
day,  going  from  place  to  place,  travelling  to- 
gether, and  speaking  in  succession  to  multi- 
tudes, and  all,  as  it  appears  to  me,  for  the  same 
purpose ;  and  it  will  be  for  yon  to  say  what  that 
object  was,  and  what  induced  them  to  pursue 
this  conduct.  If  you  have  a  doubt  on  your 
mind,  from  the  way  in  which  these  speeches  are 
i  reported,  that  there  has  been  anything  omitted 
I  which  could  qualify  the  meaning  of  a  speech, 
j  you  are  to  look  upon  that  speech  as  if  it  never 
existed.  It  is  for  you  to  say  if  you  think  the 
statements  of  the  police  agree,  or  if  they  had 
an^  motive  for  committing  perjury  in  their 
evidence.  The  prisoner's  counsel  have  aigoed 
that  they  were  not  called  on  to  prove  what 
became  of  him  during  a  portion  of  these  transac- 
tions, but  the  fair  presumption  of  facts  bound 
him  to  furnish  some  explanation.  There  is  very 
strong  evidence  against  the  prisoner  of  an  inten- 
tion to  excite  rebellion.  He  was  in  direct  con- 
nection with  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  during 
the  2drd  and  24th  of  July.  [The  learned 
judge  commented  on  the  remainder  of  the  evi- 
dence, and  concluded:]  It  is  for  you  to 
say  whether  the  prisoner  is  by  this  evi- 
dence satisfactorily  shown  to  have  incited  this 
levyiog  of  war ;  if  there  was  a  levying  of  war  ; 
and  whether  he  was  aiding  and  assisting  at  it. 
I  have  now  done  my  duty ;  it  remains  for  you 
to  discharge  yours.  If  you  have  a  reasonable 
doubt  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner,  you  are 
bound  to  give  to  the  prisoner  the  benefit  of  that 
doubt.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  yon  are  of 
opinion  that  he  participated  in  the  original 
design— that  all  the  acts  done  in  execution  of 
that  design  were  resolved  on  and  committed  by 
him — that  his  fixed  determination  on  the  6th  of 
June  was  not  abandoned — and  that  he  was  in 
connection  with  the  leaders  of  the  movement  up 
to  a  few  hours  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion — ^you  must  find  him  guilty. 

The  jury,  after  long  deliberation,  found  a 
verdict  of  **  Guilty,"  with  an  unanimous  recom- 
mendation of  mercy  from  the  prisoner's  youth, 
and  for  other  reasons. 

October  28rd. 

Solicitor-General  {Hatchell)  :  1  have  now  to 
apply  to  your  lordships  that  Terence  BelUw 
Af'Manus,  Patrick  0*Donohue,  and    Thomas 
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Francis  Meagher,  may  be  brought  to  the  bar 
to  receive  the  judgment  of  the  Court. 

They  were  accordingly  placed  at  the  bar. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  (^having  read  the 
indictment) «  said  :  What  have  you,  Terence 
Beliew  M*Manua,  now  to  vay  why  sentence  of 
death  should  not  be  passed  upon  you  ? 

M'Manus :  My  lords,  I  trust  I  am  enough 
of  a  Christian  and  of  a  man  to  understand  the 
awful  responsibility  of  the  question  which  has 
been  put'to  me.  Standing  upon  this  my  native 
soil,  standing  in  an  Irish  court  of  justice,  and 
before  the  Irish  nation,  I  had  much  to  say  why 
sentence  of  death  should  not  be  passed  upon 
me,  and  why  the  sentence  of  the  law  should  not 
be  pronounced  against  me ;  but  upon  entering 
into  this  Court  I  placed  my  life,  and,  what  is  of 
more  importance  to  me,  my  honour,  in  the 
hands  of  two  advocates,  and,  if  I  had  a  thou- 
sand hves  and  ten  thousand  honours,  I  should 
have  been  content  to  place  them  all  under  the 
watchful  and  glorious  genius  of  the  one,  and 
under  the  patient  zeal  and  devotion  of  the  other. 
I  am,  therefore,  content  on  this  point,  and  have 
nothing  to  say  with  regard  to  it.  I  have  this  to 
say,  which  no  advocate,  however  anxious  and 
devoted  he  may  be,  can  say  for  me — I  have  this 
to  say — that  whatever  part  I  may  have  taken  in 
my  struggle  for  my  country's  independence — 
whatever  part  I  may  have  acted  in  my  short 
career,  1  stand  before  your  lordships  now  with 
a  free  heart  and  light  conscience,  ready  to  abide 
the  issue  of  your  sentence.  And  now,  my 
lords,  in  this,  which  may  be  the  fittest  time  for 
me  to  put  this  sentiment  on  record,  I  say,  that 
standing  in  this  dock,  and  about  to  ascend  the 
scaffold,  it  may  be  to-morrow — it  may  be  now, 
it  may  be  never — whatever  the  result  may  be,  I 
wish  to  put  this  on  record,  that  in  no  part  of  my 
conduct,  in  no  part  of  the  proceedings  I  have 
taken,  have  I  been  actuated  by  animosity  to- 
wards Englishmen,  for  among  them  I  have  spent 
Home  of  the  happiest  days  of  my  life,  and  some 
of  &e  most  prosperous,  and  in  no  part  which  I 
have  taken  was  1  actuated  by  enmity  towards 
Englishmen  individually,  whatever  I  may  have 
felt  of  the  injustice  of  English  rule  in  this 
island.  Therefore,  I  have  only  to  say,  it  is  not 
for  having  loved  England  less,  but  for  having 
loved  Iremnd  more,  that  I  now  stand  before 
you. 

O^Donohue,  on  being  asked  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  what  he  had  to  say,  spoke  as  follows : 
— I  beg  to  say  that  the  Attomeff-Genercd  and 
the  SoUcitor- General  have  conducted  the  case 
against  me  fairly  but  strictly,  and  that  I  find  no 
fault  with  them,  nor  with  the  evidence  given 
against  me,  as  far  as  it  was  stated  to  the  jury. 
My  lords,  I  do  complain  that  in  such  a  country 
as  this  the  jurors  summoned  to  try  me — a 
stranger — for  a  political  offence  were  exclu- 
sively my  political  opponents,  and  with  such  a 
panel  1  regret  that  your  lordships  did  not,  as 
my  counsel  requested,  allow  my  jury  to  be 
called  from  thobe  who  had  not  served  or  had 
been  rejected  on  a  former  trial.  The  jury  thus 
selected  could  not  be  supposed  to  o\ercome  all 
bias,  and  I  believe  they  found  a  most  mbtaken 
verdict  Mr.  Justice  Moore  in  his  direction 
told  the  jury  that,  if  I  aiisisted  Mr.  O'Brien 


whilst  engaged  in  a  treasonable  design,  I  was 
guilty  of  treason  although  I  might  not  know  of 
his  intent,  and  from  their  recommendation  to 
mercy  it  appears  they  found  me  guilty  on  that 
direction.  To  one  unlearned  in  the  law,  who 
might  suppose  that  treason  depended  ou  inten- 
tion, it  seems  contrary  to  common  sense  that  I 
can  participate  in  a  treasonable  design  of  the 
existence  of  which  I  am  ignorant.  I  do  not, 
however,  pre.<4ume  to  dispute  the  law  as  your 
lordship  has  stated  it ;  but  no  earthly  judge  is 
in&Uible,  and  as  the  doctrine  is  so  staruing, 
and  is  stamped  with  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Moore's  high  constitutional  character,  and 
would  form  a  precedent  dangerous  to  the  lives 
and  liberties  of  the  best  men,  I  humbly  request 
your  lordship  to  reserve  the  point  for  the 
consideration  of  the  judges;  if  your  lordship 
be  in  error,  that  error  will  be  corrected ;  if  not, 
it  will  be  a  protection  to  every  one  to  know  that 
the  law  laid  down  here  has  been  confirmed.  It 
is  not  for  me  ou  this  occasion,  nor  is  it  fit,  to 
defend  my  opinions  and  ch;iracter;  I  will 
therefore  only  say  those  opinions  have  been 
tolerant,  sincere,  and  consistent.  I  am  grateful 
to  my  eminent  counsel,  Mr.  Butt,  for  his  elo- 
quent and  truly  able  defence — the  more  so, 
because  that  defence  was  generously  given 
without  fee  or  reward,  and  given  to  his  pohtical 
antagonist.  I  cannot  express  my  admiration 
for  the  sincerity  and  great  taleut  shown  by  my 
junior  counsel,  Mr.  Francis  Meagher,  and  his 
zeal  in  my  defence.  I  also  beg  to  thank  my 
solicitor,  Mr.  Laffan,  for  the  ability  with  which 
he  conducted  my  case,  and  the  great  exertions 
made  by  him  on  my  behalf.  I  thank  your 
lordship  for  this  patient  hearing. 

Meagher,  on  being  called  on  to  say  why  sen- 
tence of  death  shouM  not  be  passeil  upon  him, 
spoke  as  follows  : — My  lords,  it  is  my  intention 
to  say  a  few  words  only.  I  desire  that  the  last 
act  of  a  proceeding  which  has  occupied  so  much 
of  the  public  time  should  be  of  short  duration ; 
nor  have  I  the  indelicate  wish  to  close  the 
dreary  ceremony  of  a  state  prosecution  with  a 
vain  display  of  words.  Did  I  fear  that  here- 
after, when  I  shall  be  no  more,  the  country  I 
have  tried  to  serve  would  think  ill  of  me,  I 
might,  indeed,  avail  myself  of  this  solemn 
moment  to  vindicate  my  sentiments  and  my 
conduct ;  but  I  have  no  such  fear.  The  country 
will  judge  of  those  sentiments  and  that  conduct 
in  a  light  far  different  from  that  in  which  the 
jury  by  which  I  have  been  tried  and  convicted 
have  received  them,  and  by  the  country  the 
sentence  which  you,  my  lords,  are  about  to 
pronounce  will  be  remembered  only  as  the 
severe  and  solemn  attestation  of  my  rectitude 
and  truth.  Whatever  be  the  language  in  which 
m^  sentence  be  spoken,  I  know  that  my  fate 
will  meet  with  sympathy,  and  that  my  memory 
will  be  honoured.  In  speaking  thus,  accuse  me 
not,  my  lords,  of  an  indecoroos  presumption. 
To  the  efforts  I  have  made  in  a  just  and  noble 
cause  I  ascribe  no  vain  importance,  nor  do  I 
claim  for  those  efforts  any  high  reward ;  bat  it 
so  happens,  and  it  will  ever  happen  so,  that 
they  who  have  tried  to  serve  their  country,  no 
matter  how  weak  their  efforts  may  have  been, 
are  sore  to  receive  the  thanks  and  bletsinga  of 
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its  people.  With  my  countrymen  I  leave  my 
memory,  my  sentiments,  my  acts — proudly  feel- 
ing that  they  require  no  vindication  from  me 
this  day.  A  jury  of  my  countrymen,  it  is  true, 
have  found  me  guilty  of  the  crime  of  which  I 
stood  indicted.  For  this  I  bear  not  the  slightest 
animosity  or  resentment  towards  them ;  influ- 
enced as  they  must  have  been  by  the  charge  of 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  perhaps  they  could 
have  found  no  other  verdict.  But  what  of  that 
charge  ?  Any  strong  observations  on  it  I 
feel  sincerely  would  ill  befit  the  solemnity  of 
this  scene ;  but  I  would  earnestly  beseech  of 
you,  my  lord — you,  who  preside  on  that  bench 
— when  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  this  hour 
shall  have  passed  away,  that  you  will  appeal  to 
your  own  conscience,  and  ask  if  it  were  a  charge 
as  it  ought  to  have  been,  impartial  and  indiffe- 
rent between  the  subject  and  the  Crown.  My 
lords,  you  may  deem  this  language  unbecoming 
in  me,  and  perhaps  it  may  seal  my  fate.  Bat  I 
am  here  to  speak  the  truth  whatever  it  may 
cost.  I  am  here  to  regret  nothing  I  have  ever 
done — ^to  retract  nothing  I  have  ever  spoken — I 
am  here  to  crave  with  no  lying  lips  the  life  I 
consecrate  to  the  liberty  of  my  country.  Far  from 
it.  Even  here — here  where  the  thief,  the  liber- 
tine, and  the  murderer  have  left  their  footprints 
in  the  dust — here,  on  this  spot,  where  the 
shadows  of  death  surround  me,  and  from  which 
I  see  my  early  grave  in  unconsecrated  soil 
open  to  receive  me — even  here,  encircled  by 
those  terrors,  that  hope  which  beckoned  me  on 
to  embark  upon  that  perilous  sea  on  which  I 
have  been  wrecked,  still  consoles,  animates,  en- 
raptures me.  No,  I  do  not  despair  of  my  poor 
old  country.  1  do  not  despair  of  her  peace,  her 
liberty,  her  glory.  For  that  country  I  can  do 
no  more  than  bid  her  hope.  To  lilt  up  &is  isle, 
to  make  her  a  benefactor  to  humanity,  instead 
of  being,  as  she  now  is,  the  meanest  beggar  in  the 
world — to  restore  her  ancient  constitution  and 
her  native  powers — this  has  been  my  ambition, 
and  this  ambition  has  been  my  crime.  Judged 
by  the  law  of  England,  I  know  that  this  crime 
entails  on  me  the  penalty  of  death;  but  the 
history  of  Ireland  explains  this  crime  and 
justifies  it.  Judged  by  that  historj,  I  am  no 
criminal;  you  (turning  and  addressing  Mr. 
M*Mcmus)  are  no  criminal  i  yon  (turning  again 
to  Mr.  (y Donahue)  are  no  criminal;  and  we 
deserve  no  punishment.  Jndged  by  that  his- 
tory, the  treason  of  which  I  stand  convicted 
loses  all  guilt,  has  been  sanctified  as  a  duty, 
and  will  be  ennobled  as  a  sacrifice.  With  these 
sentiments  I  await  the  sentence  of  the  Oourt. 
Having  done  what  I  conceive  to  be  my  duty — 
having  spoken  now,  as  I  did  on  every  occasion 
during  my  short  career,  what  I  felt  to  be  the 
truth — I  bid  farewell  to  the  country  of  my 
birtfi,  of  my  passion,  and  of  my  death — the 
country  whose  misfortunes  have  invoked  my 
sympathies,  whose  factions  ]  have  sought  to 
quell,  whose  intellect  I  have  prompted  to  lofty 
aims,  whose  freedom  has  been  my  fatal  dream. 
To  that  country  I  now  offer  as  a  pledge  of  the 
love  I  bore  her,  and  as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity 
with  which  I  thought,  and  spoke,  ftnd  struggled 
for  her  freedom,  the  life  of  a  yomiff  heart ;  and 
^th  that  life  all  the  hopes,  the  honoors,  the 


endearments  of  a  happy  and  an  honourable 
home.  Pronounce,  then,  my  lords,  the  sen- 
tence the  law  directs,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
hear  it — I  trust  I  shall  be  prepared  to  meet  its 
execution.  I  hope  I  shall  be  able,  with  a  light 
heart  and  a  clear  conscience,  to  appear  before  a 
higher  tribunal — a  tribunal  where  a  Judge  of 
infinite  ^odness  as  well  as  of  iofinite  justice 
will  preside,  and  where,  my  lords,  many,  many 
of  the  judgments  of  this  world  will  be  reversed. 
DoHEBTr,  C.J.,  proceeded  to  pass  sen- 
tence. Prisoners  at  the  bar  —  Teremce 
Bellew  M*Manus,  Pairich  O'Donohue,  and 
Thomas  Francis  Meagher^  after  deep  conside- 
ration before  entering  into  this  Court,  it  was 
my  intention,  in  the  performance  of  tiie  very 
painful  duty  which  devolves  upon  me,  not  to 
have  prolonged  your  stay  at  that  bar  by  any 
length  of  observation.  You,  and  each  of  you, 
appear  there,  having  been  convicted  by  the 
verdict  of  three  successive  juries  of  the  crime  of 
high  treason — the  crime  of  the  crrefttest  enor- 
mity known  to  our  laws.  I  feel  bound  to  say 
this,  that  it  is  the  deliberate,  dispassionate,  and 
calm  opinion  of  the  Court  that  the  verdicts 
which  were  found  by  those  juries,  and  the  ver- 
dict which  was  found  by  a  former  jnry,  could 
not  have  been  other  than  they  were — ^that  no 
honest,  fair,  impartial,  and  conscientious  jurors, 
attending  strictly  to  their  oaths,  and  listening  to 
the  evidence  that  was  produced  in  this  Court  in 
the  course  of  these  unusually  protracted  trials, 
could  have  come  to  any  other  conclusion  than 
that  which  they  have  done.  They  have  pro- 
nounced you,  one  and  all,  guilty  of  the  crime  of 
high  treason.  That  crime  consists  in  having 
levied  war  in  this  county  within  and  during  the 
last  week  of  the  month  of  July— of  having 
levied  war  for  treasonable  purposes — and  that 
you,  and  each  of  you,  more  or  less  participated 
in,  excited  to,  and  prepared  for,  and  were  yoor- 
selves,  some  of  you  more,  some  less,  actively 
engaged  in  the  furtherance  of  that  project.  In 
order  to  constitute  the  crime  of  high  treation  by 
the  levying  of  war,  it  is  no  ingredient  that  the 
means  should  be  proportioned  to  the  end  sought 
to  be  accomplished,  or  that  there  should  be  a 
rational  prospect  of  success.  The  parties  who 
engage  in  such  transactions  become  responsible 
if  they  have  arrayed,  assembled,  collected, 
drilled,  and  prepared  those  who,  by  force,  en- 
deavoured to  accomplish  that  object — ^the 
common  object  that  was  in  view.  It  it  not,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  to  any  forbearance  on  your 
part,  that  that  rebellion — for  such  I  may  term 
it— which  broke  out  in  that  week  was  brought 
to  a  speedy  conclusion.  It  is  not  due  to  you ; 
it  is,  under  God,  attributable  to  the  fidelity  and 
to  Uie  bravery  of  the  police  force.  When  I 
reflect  on  what  might  have  been  the  conse- 
quences if  that  police  force,  either  seduced  by 
promises,  or  intimidated  by  threats  which  were 
made  use  of,  had  yielded  to  the  advances  that 
were  made  to  them,  if  they  had  been  over- 
whelmed by  the  congregated  numbers  that 
assembled  and  attempt^  Sieir  destmction,  ot  if 
they  had  &iled  in  dispersing  those  bands  of 
rebels  who  assembled  around  them  on  the  hills 
— I  think  there  is  no  fair  man  who,  lookifl|f  st 
and  eoBtemplating  what  the  stateof  this  ooun- 
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try  might  hare  been,  will  not  fee  how  rapidly  a 
temporary  success  might  have  added  to  the 
numbers  of  the  insurgents,  and  how  soon  this 
country  might  hare  been  deluged  in  blood,  and 
ffiven  over  to  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.     It 
IS  from  that  we  have  escaped  by  the  fidelity  and 
by  the  bravery  of  the  police  force.    I  am  very 
far,  God  knows,  from  wiRhin^  to  say  one  word 
at  this  moment  that  can  raise  or  enhance  the 
feelings  which  some  of  you  may  endure.    But 
I  cannot,  in  looking  to  what  was  the  state  of 
the  country  in  the  month  of  May  last,  avoid 
adverting  (without  entering  into  particulars  of 
it)  to  that  authentic  speech  which  was  given  in 
evidence  upon  the  last  trial— eloquent  no  doubt 
it  is — but  who  can  avoid  seeing,  in  the  perusal 
of  that  speech,  delivered  by  you,  Bfr.  Meagher, 
on  the  6th  of  June,  a  terrible  picture  of  what 
was  at  that  time  the  state  of  this  country,  and 
the  calamities  which  were  impending  and  medi- 
tated, uid  from  which,  by  Glod's  assistance,  we 
have  escaped?    I  have  told  yon  that  it  was  my 
wish  to  abstain  from  enlarging  or  giving  any 
details,*and  I  shall  do  so.    I  shall  merely  add 
this  observation,  that  from  the  commencement 
to  the  conclusion  of  this  commission,  which  has 
now  extended  to  the  fifth  week,  there  has  been 
a  perfect  coincidence  in   the  views  of  every 
member  of  this  bench  as  to  the  law ;  and  if  the 
observations  of  the  distinguished  judge  who 
presides  here  did  seem  to  yon  (and  I  can  make 
every  allowance  for  their  doing  so)  to  press  and 
bear  severely  upon  you,  perluips,  in  a  calmer 
moment,  when  yon  come  to  reflect  upon  it,  yon 
will  see  that  it  was  fh>m  the  very  nature  of  the 
transactions  themselves    that   those  comments 
legitimately  arose  which  appeared  to  you  to 
press  with  undue  severity  upon  you.    Perhaps, 
when  you  come  to  refiect  dispassionately,  you 
will  see  this  in  the  same  light,  and  I  trust  that 
you  may  be  more  reconciled  than  you  appear  at 
present  to  the  justice  of  the  unhappy  fate  which 
awaits  you,  and  which  there  is  not  an  individual 
with  a  heart  to  feel  who  must  not  deeply  de- 
plore.   I  shall  now  not  detain  you  longer.    I 
have  merely  to  exhort  each  of  you  to  reflect  on 
the  awful  situation  in  which  each  of  you  at  this 
moment  stands,  and  to  prepare  for  the  dreadful 
fate  that  impends  over  you.    We  have  not  failed 
to  send,  as  was  our  dut^,  to  the  Lord  Lieut- 
enant,   the  recommendations  with  which    the 
Juries  in  your  respective  cases  have  accompanied 
the  verdicts  that  have  been  found  a^punst  you. 
But  you  must  be  well  aware  that  it  is  with  the 
Executive    GoTemment,    and    the    Executive 
Government  alone,  that  the  fste  of  those  recom- 
mendations rests.    And  we,  in  the  discharge  of 
our  most  anxious  and  painful  duty,  have  now 
only  to  proceed  to  pass  upon  you,  and  upon 
each  of  you,  the  awful  sentence  of  the  law, 
which  is,  that  you  Terence  Bellew  M'Manus, 
you  Patrick    G'Donohue,    and    you    Thamae 
FraneU  Meagher,  be  taken  hence  to  the  place 
whence  you  came,  and  be  thence  drawn  on  a 
hurdle  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  that  each 
of  you  be  there  hanged  by  the  neck  until  you 
be  dead,  and  that  afterwards  the  head  of  each 
of  you  shall  be  severed  from  his  body,  and  the 
body  of  each  divided  into  four  quarters,  to  be 
disposed  of  at  Her  Majesty  shall  think  fit— and 


may  the  Almighty  God  have  mercy  upon  your 
souls.  (a3 


Beg.  V.  MvlUns,  Oct.  26,  27,  28, 1848.  3  Cox 
C.G.  526.  The  prisoner  was  tried  before  Maulb 
and  WiOHTMAN,  J  J.,  on  the  same  indictment 
as  in  Dowling'e  ca«e(^J  and  Cuffey's  ca8e,(c) 
and  the  evidence  was  of  a  similar  character. 

Parry,  for  the  prisoner,  in  his  address  to  the 
jury,  argued  that,  though  there  was  evidence  of 
a  conspiracy,  there  was  no  evidence  to  connect 
the  pnsoner  with  it  but  that  of  persons  who 
were  either  spies  or  accomplices,  or  both ;  and 
submitted  that  their  evidence  must  be  corrobo- 
rated by  untainted  testimony,  not  merely  as  to 
the  existence  of  the  conspiracy,  but  as  to  the 
participation  of  the  prisoner.  He  referred  to 
dicta  of  Aiderson,  B.,  Lord  Ahinger,  C.B.,  and 
Littledale,  J.,  in  Reg.  v.  Farler,(ji)  Reg.  v. 
Wilhe8,{e)  Rex  v.  Noakes.iJ) 

The  AUorneg-Oeneral  (Sir  John  Jervis), 
in  his  reply,  contended  there  was  no  rule  of  law 
requiring  accomplices  to  be  corroborated ;  be- 
sides, the  fact  that  these  witnesses,  independently 
of  one  another,  had  given  the  police  from  day 
to  day  the  same  account  of  the  transactions  as 
they  occurred,  was  the  strongest  corroboration. 

Maule,  J.,  in  summing  up :  It  has  been 
urged  against  some  of  the  witnesses,  Powell 
and  Davis,  that  they  urged  and  loaded 
people  on  to  do  this  wicked  thing,  for  no 
doubt  it  is  a  most  wicked  thioff  to  conspire 
and  devise  to  bum  down  public  buildings  and 
warehouses  and  assassinate  the  police,  throw 
vitriol  in  their  face^,  and  so  on.  It  is  said  that 
Powell  and  Davia  goaded  the  people  on.  If 
they  did  it  was  most  wicked  and  shameful.  But 
though  we  might  feel  some  compassion  for  the 
people  that  were  goaded  on,  they  would  be 
responsible  too.  If  a  child,  not  knowing  what 
he  was  about,  of  a  tender  age,  were  seduced 
into  doing  something  contrary  to  religion  or  con- 
trary to  law,  he  might  plead  that  he  was  not  re- 
sponsible, but  a  grown-up  man  is  responsible  for 
what  he  allows  people  to  urge  him  to,  though 
they  may  be  themselves  very  much  to  blame.  It 
is  his  duty  to  resist  those'  suggestions.  If  a  man 
is  to  be  exempted  from  responsibility  because  an 
offence  has  been  suggested  to  him,  there  would 
be  very  little  responsibility  for  crime  in  the  world. 
The  person  so  suggesting  is  an  infamous  and 
wicked  person,  but  the  person  who  listens  to  the 
sujggestion  is  a  criminal,  if  what  he  commits  is  a 
cnme.  If  a  man  robs  your  house  or  bums  it,  it 
is  no  excuse  that  somebody  desired  him  to  do  it. 
Therefore  we  have  to  consider  simply  and 
nakedly  the  question  of  whether  the  pnsoner 
concurred  in    this  matter.    The  guilt   of  the 

(a)  For  proceedings  on  writ  of  error,  see  above, 
p.  831 .  McManus, ^iioAtie,and  Meagher,  after 
being  reprieved  (see  above,  p.  879ft.),  were  trans- 
ported to  Van  Dieman's  LandonH.M.&  <*  Swift" 
in  Julv,  1849.  McMamu  escaped  early  in  1851, 
Donahue  in  March,  1853,  and  Meagher  8rd  Jan- 
uary 1852. 

(6)  Above,  p.  881. 

(c)  Above,  p.  467. 

id)  8  C.  &  P.  106. 

(«)  7  C.  &  P.  272. 

(/>  6  a  l(  P.  826. 
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prisoner  has  been  spoken  to  veiy  largely  by  the 
two  witnesses  whom  I  mentioned,  Thonuu 
Powell  and  George  Davis.  A  great  many  re- 
marks have  been  made,  and  a  ffood  deal  has 
been  said  upon  both  sides  as  to  their  character, 
and  the  character  of  two  or  three  other  wit- 
nesses who  were  called  for  the  prosecution. 
They  were  persons  who,  understanding,  as 
they  say,  that  there  were  dangerous  designs, 
dangerous  to  the  public,  themselves  among 
the  rest,  entertained  by  certain  Chartist  so- 
cieties and  meetings,  joined  those  meetings 
and  pretended  to  sympathise  with  their  views 
and  objects,  in  order  that  they  might  find  out 
and  communicate  those  designs  to  their  supe* 
riors,  or  to  the  authorities  entrusted  with  the 
peace  of  the  country.  That  is  the  description 
which  Powell  and  Davis  give  of  themselves. 
They  do  not  say  they  concurred  or  intended 
to  concur  really  with  the  objects  of  the  Char- 
tists, but  that  ihey  joined  them  and  pretended 
to  concur  because  that  was  the  only  means  by 
which  they  could  discover,  and  by  discovering 
defeat,  their  designs.  That  is  what  they  de- 
scribe themselves  to  be,  and,  adopting  that 
description,  they  are  called  spies,  and  it  is  said 
that  they  are  not  worthy  of  credit  unless  they 
have  a  particular  kind  of  corroboration.  With 
respect  to  the  other  class  of  witnesses,  of  whom 
Barrett  is  one,  Barrett  and  Baldtoinson,  what 
they  say  is  this:  "We  were  real  Chartists,  we 
concurred  in  their  objects,  we  concurred,  to  a 
certain  extent,  in  the  criminal  purposes  which 
they  entertained,  but  we  now  give  evidence 
against  our  former  associates.'^  And  they 
probably  mean  you  to  understand  that,  when 
they  found  the  thing  was  to  go  ao  far  as  it 
ultimately  was  carried.,  they  got  aUrmed 
and  retired,  either  for  their  own  safety,  or 
thinking  the  crime  was  of  so  atrocious  a 
character  that  they  would  not  participate  in 
it.  Those  persons  are  said,  and  said  truly  to  a 
certain  extent,  to  be  accomplices,  and  it  is  said 
that  accomplices  are  not  to  be  believed  unless 
they  are  confirmed,  and  confirmed  in  a  particular 
way  which  I  will  refer  to  by  and  by.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  there  is  a  great  difference  be- 
tween those  two  classes  of  persons.  The  latter 
persons  who  did  concur  in  the  objects  of  the 
Chartists  may  be  called  accomplices,  but  the 
others  cannot  be  called  accomplices,  because, 
upon  theii  own  showing— which  we  must  take 
as  far  as  this  question  is  concerned — they  never 
were  so.  An  accomplice  is  a  person  who  concurs 
in  the  commission  of  a  crime  and  helps  to  commit 
it.  These  were  persons  who,  though  they  ap- 
peared outwardly  to  be  concurring,  were  doing 
just  the  reverse,  their  object  and  the  effiect  indeed 
of  it  being  to  defeat  the  perpetration  of  the  crime 
So  that  they  were  by  no  means  accomplices. 

Then  it  is  said  that  they  are  spies,  and  there- 
fore they  ought  to  have  confirmation  in  the 
same  way  as  aecomplicet.  1  do  not  find  any 
rule  of  that  kind,  eiuer  of  law  or  any  practice 
directing  juries  not  to  believe  parties  who  stand 
in  that  situation— but  the  truth  is,  the  weight  of 
the  testimony  of  all  witnesses  is  for  the  sense 
and  conscienoes  of  juries  to  decide  on.  With 
respect  to  the  rule  as  to  accomplices  requir- 
ing oonflrmation,  though   nobody    can    apply 


that  to  spies,  and  it  is  said  with  great  em- 
phasis to  be  a  rule  of  law  that  all  lawyers 
have  laid  down — and  Baron  Alderson  and 
Chief  Baron  Abinger  were  cited  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  there  is  no 
rule  of  law  at  all  that  an  accomplice  cannot  be 
believed  unless  he  is  confirmed.  An  accomplice 
is  a  person  who  has  concurred  in  the  commission 
of  an  offence.  The  most  common  cases  prob- 
ably of  accomplices  giving  evidence  are  cases  of 
burglary,  where  a  house  is  broken  into  by  three 
or  four  people  who  are  disguised  and  not  known 
by  the  inhabitants.  Some  one  person  is  ad- 
mitted as  a  witness  against  the  others,  and  he 
says,  "  I  committed  the  robbery,'*  and  gives  a 
detail  of  it,  and  says  certain  persons  who  were 
charged  committed  it  too.  He  goes  through  and 
gives  a  long  statement  about  those  people.  It 
may  be  very  properly  said,  There  is  a  person 
who  confesses  himseUT  to  be  a  housebreaker- 
such  a  person  as  that  is  not  one  likely  to  feel 
much  respect  for  the  obligation  of  veracity, 
either  in  court  or  out  of  court ;  he  is  not  a  man 
whose  word  ought  to  convince  you  of  the  truth 
of  anything  he  says.  And  that  is  a  veiy  sound 
observation  as  to  the  weight  to  be  given  to 
such  testimony.  It  often  happens,  too,  in 
a  case  of  burglary  that  an  accomplice  is 
open  to  this — ^he  is  an  associate  of  thieves — 
he  associated  on  the  occasion  in  question  with 
those  who  committed  the  crime.  They  were 
probably  friends  of  his — and  he  would  much 
rather  get  them  out  of  the  scrape  and  get  some 
innocent  man  in  than  fix  the  real  associates. 
That  is  a  strong  observation  upon  the  evidence 
of  an  accomplice  when  not  at  fUl  confirmed  that 
it  may  be  difficult  to  ffet  over.  That  is  the 
general  nature  of  the  evidence  of  an  accomi>lice 
and  the  observation  arising  out  of  it  But  it  is 
an  observation  addressed,  not  to  the  Court  to 
exclude  the  evidence,  but  addressed  to  the  jury 
who  have  to  weigh  the  evidence,  and  it  is  for 
them  to  say  whether  the  confirmation  will 
satisfy  them  or  whether  they  will  be  satisfied 
without  any.  If  they  are  satisfied  without  any 
confirmation  they  may  be,  and  their  verdict 
may  be  an  honest  and  just  and  true  one.  It 
depends  upon  the'  story  that  the  man  tells.  It 
may  be  that  he  tells  a  story  which,  though  not 
confirmed  by  anyone  else,  has  some  intrinsic 
confirmation,  or  it  may  be  confirmed  by  the 
want  of  contradiction.  I  suppose  the  story  is 
one  which,  if  it  were  not  true,  the  prisoner 
could  prove  to  be  false ;  his  not  attempting  to 
do  that  would  naturally  lead  juries  to  yield  to 
the  evidence  of  an  accomplice,  though  not  con- 
firmed. I  have  myself  sometimes,  in  this  place 
and  elsewhere,  made  the  observation  which 
always  is  made  by  judges  to  juries,  that  the 
evidence  of  an  accomplice  ordinarily  is  con- 
sidered by  juries  as  requiring  confirmation— and 
I  rather  mtimated  on  one  or  two  occasions,  I 
remember,  that  the  juiy  had  better  not  act  upon 
that  evidence — but,  though  the^r  might  entertain 
some  suspicion,  acquit  the  prisoner.  I  have 
taken  a  different  view  of  the  case  after- 
wards, and  I  thought  the  sounder  view  (my 
miod  perhaps  beinff  a  little  technically  biassed 
by  what  is  found  in  the  books)  to  be  that  the 
jury  should  act  upon  the  impresaion  prodnoad 
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by  the  general  character  of  the  evidence  and 
their  own  knowledge  of  homan  affiurs.  The 
directions  of  jadges  given  to  juries  in  that  re- 
spect are  not  directions  in  point  of  law  which 
juries  are  bound  to  adopt,  but  observations 
respecting  facts,  which  judges  are  very  properly 
in  the  habit  of  giving,  because,  with  respect  to 
matters  of  fact^  the  judge  as  well  as  the  counsel 
upon  both  sides  endeavour  to  assist  the  jury. 
Probably  the  counsel,  and  always  the  judge,  have 
had  long  experience  in  courts  of  justice,  and  it 
is  their  duty  to  assist  the  jury  io  their  en- 
deavour to  judge  of  facts,  and  it  is  in  the  per- 
formance of  that  part  of  their  judicial  duty,  and 
not  as  laying  down  the  law,  that  judges  have 
made  this  observation  with  respect  to  confirma- 
tion. And  in  those  two  cases  of  Mr.  Baron 
Aldenon  and  Lord  Abinger,  the  judges  left  it 
entirely  to  the  jury.  Lord  Abinger  says :  **  I 
think  you  will  not  consider  the  confirmation 
sufficient  unless  it  applies  to  the  identity  of  the 
party  "  ;  that  is  to  say,  "  I  think,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  you  will  not  be  satisfied  with  it.''  That  is 
one  observation  which  he  made  applying  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  jury,  not  assuming  a  juris- 
diction of  his  own  to  decide  that  as  a  matter  of 
law. 

But  the  observation  arises,  and  it  is  a  very 
sensible  observation,  and  you  must  apply  it  to 
the  case  I  have  been  putting  of  a  burglar.  If  a 
man  comes  and  says  "  I  robbed  a  house,"  and 
gives  an  account  of  their  breaking  a  window 
and  opening  the  fastening  and  forcing  the 
shutter  and  getting  into  the  room  and  rummag- 
ing a  cupboard  m  that  room,  and  opening 
drawers  and  so  on,  and  an  entire  detail  of  the 
robbery,  that  may  be  confirmed  entirely  by  per- 
sons in  the  house  who  give  a  detail  quite  in 
terms  corroborating  him  as  respects  circum- 
stances which  he  could  not  have  known  unless 
he  had  been  there.  He  then  says,  '*  The  prisoner 
at  the  bar  was  one  of  the  persons  with  me.'' 
With  respect  to  that  the  people  of  the  house 
can  say  nothing  at  all — and  inasmuch  as  he 
may  possibly  be  tempted  to  shift  from  a  guilty 
confederate  to  an  innocent  person,  who  may  be 
his  enemy — and  as  he,  being  a  burglar,  is  not 
likely  to  be  scrupulous  about  perjury,  the  jury 
may  say,  "  We  are  satisfied  that  you  robbed  the 
house,  but  we  are  not  satisfied  that  that  person 
was  one  of  the  persons  who  did  it,  unless  you 
are  confirmed."  Suppose  in  that  case  some- 
body should  show  that  the  prisoner  was  with 
the  witness  and  two  or  three  other  bad  charac- 
ters in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  house  a  little 
before  or  after  the  robbery — that  he  had  been 
seen  very  soon  after  the  robbeiy  with  some  of 
the  property  in  his  possession,  that  would  be 
confirmation  as  to  the  particular  prisoner.  And 
that  is  a  sort  of  tHing  that  a  jury  would 
probably  think  sufficient.  They  would  not 
think  it  sufficient  to  have  it  shown  that  the  man 
was  tellinff  the  truth  as  to  all  the  details  of  the 
robbery  if  the  confirmation  did  not  touch  the 
personality  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  That  is 
reaUy  the  object  and  meaning  of  that  observa- 
tion, which  is  one  entirely  for  juries,  as  to  how 
they  will  draw  an  inference  of  a  fact.  But  then 
it  may  perfectly  well  be  that  there  may  be  cir- 
cumstances in  the  statement  which  the  jury  may 


be  satisfied  of  without  confirmation.  If  they  are, 
that  is  enough.  That,  however,  is  an  observa- 
tion founded,  I  think,  upon  good  sense.  That 
confirmation  ought  to  apply  to  the  person  of  the 
prisoner,  because,  though  an  accomplice  may  be 
telling  a  true  story  in  every  other  respect,  it 
may  be  that  it  was  some  other  person  and  not 
the  prisoner  who  was  present  upon  the  occasion 
when  the  crime  took  place.  If  you  should  not 
be  satisfied  that  that  was  the  case  upon  the  pre- 
sent occasion*  or  entertain  any  doubt  whether 
that  is  the  case,  you  ought  to  give  the  prisoner 
the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

Those  observations,  however,  apply  to  accom- 
plices ^  who  are,  as  I  tell  you,  when  the  crime 
committed  is  a  serious  one,  infamous  persons. 
It  is  assumed  on  the  part  of  the  defence  that 
any  person  who  would  concur  in  objects  such 
as  those  persons  had  in  hand  is  an  infamous 
person,  a  person  from  whom  you  cannot  expect 
truth,  thongh  he  is  upon  his  oath.  You  cannot 
rely  upon  him  with  certainty.  If  he  was  a 
person  who  helped  to  do  such  a  thing  as  this,  it 
is  like  a  robbery  or  burglary  or  murder  which 
a  man  who  would  do  might  perjure  himself. 
But  the  practice,  I  have  told  you,  has  never  been 
extended  to  that  other  class  to  whom  Powell 
and  Davis  belong,  who  are  called  in  one  word 
— spies — that  is,  persons  who  take  measures  to 
be  able  to  give  to  the  authorities  information  so 
as  to  prevent  those  who  are  disposed  to  break 
out  from  e£Pecting  their  purpose.  Now,  certainly 
it  may  happen  that  a  spy  may  combine  two 
characters.  A  person  by  being  a  spy  does  not 
become  an  immaculate  person,  he  does  not 
become  incapable  of  doing  anything  wrong,  and 
he  may  do  many  other  wrong  things.  He  may 
actively  and  zealously  instigate  people  to  com- 
mit an  ofPence,  and  having  so  done  may  inform 
against  them.  That  is  very  wrong  and  very 
abominable,  and  would  be  seriously  punishable. 
And  if  it  should  be  made  out  that  this  Chartist 
movement,  this  Chartist  war  apparently,  which 
appears  to  have  extended  all  over  London  (I  do 
not  of  coarse  mean  that  everybody  in  London, 
or  anything  like  it,  concurred  in  it),  and 
also  extended  to  Manchester— if  it  could  be 
proved  that  Potoell  and  Davis  were  the  persons 
who  set  it  a-going  and  then  informed  of  them, 
they  would  be  extraordinarily  wicked.  But  the 
simple  fact  which  they  acknowledge  is  this.  In 
the  case  of  an  accomplice,  he  acknowledges  him- 
self to  be  a  criminal.  In  the  case  of  these  men, 
they  do  not  acknowledge  anything  of  the  kind. 
They  say  they  understood  and  suspected,  and 
you  can  well  understand  that  from  what  W9 
have  all  heard  talked  about,  they  supposed  there 
were  some  designs  of  violence  entertained  by 
the  Chartists.  Supposing  you  should  be  con- 
vinced that  the  case  is — as  no  one  can  doubt 
upon  this  occasion — that  there  was  an  intention 
to  bum  houses  and  warehouses  and  attack  the 
police  and  everybody  that  was  disposed  to  pro- 
tect public  buildings  or  warehouses,  or  join  the 
police  in  the  protection  of  public  order — sup- 
posing a  person  had  reason  to  think  that  there 
'  was  a  conspiracy  of  that  kind  going  on,  what  is 
he  to  do  ?  is  he  to  wait  quietly  and  see  whether 
the  conspiracy  would  ripen,  and  then  try 
whether  he  would  escape  in  the  conflagratioQ 
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and  massftcre  or  not?  Or  b  it  not  more 
reasonable  to  try  and  prevent  the  conspiracy 
coming  to  a  head  ?  It  appean*  to  me  he  mu}' 
rightly  do  so,  if  he  does  nothing  more  than 
that.  The  Attorney- General  justifies  the  Go- 
vernment for  employing  spies — not  that  these 
persons  were  originally  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment— ^but  he  rather  doubts  the  honesty  or  pro-  ! 
?>riety  of  the  person  who  is  the  spy  himself.  | 
t  certainly  appears  to  me  that  the  Government  ' 
is  justified  in  causing  persons  to  become  spies  \ 
for  the  purpose  of  gaining  information  ;  and  I 
believe  that  a  person  so  employed,  if  he  does 
not  go  beyond  his  commission,  is  also  a  person 
who  is  not  to  be  blamed.  If  he  instigates 
offences  any  further  than  by  a  mere  colourable 
concurrence  with  them,  he  is  guilty  of  sub- 
stantial crime  by  so  doing,  bnt  by  simply  taking 
measures  with  respect  to  a  design  which  is 
likely  to  be  most  dangerous  to  toe  state,  and 
one  for  the  plunder  and  massacre  too  of 
private  individuals,  he  does  not  appear  to  do 
anything  which  is  at  all  wrong.  If  he  does,  I 
do  not  see  why  those  who  employ  him  to  do  so 
would  not  be  wrong  too.  If  what  he  did  was 
wrong,  the  Government  desiring  him  to  do 
it  would  be^accessorjT  before  and  after  the  fact. 
It  may  well  enough  be,  however,  that  spies 
employed  to  do  what  I  think  is  no  more  than 
right  may  go  beyond  their  commission,  and 
then  those  who  employ  them  would  not  be 
responsible  for  them.  And  it  is,  I  suppose,  be- 
cause they  have  in  some  instances  gone  beyond 
what  they  ought  to  do,  or  have  been  said  to  do 
so,  that  they  are  spoken  of  commonly  in  a  con- 
temptuous manner.  There  is  no  doubt,  generally 
speaking,  that  any  kind  of  deceit  which  is  for 
the  purpose  of  injuring  another  or  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gain,  though  it  is  not  always  prohibited 
by  law,  is  a  moral  wrong.  But  that  is  subject 
to  exceptions.  It  is  very  wrong  for  a  person 
generally  to  listen  to  the  conversation  of  others, 
but  if  a  person  believes  there  are  some  other 
persons  in  a  room  laying  a  scheme  to  rob  his 
his  house  and  murder  his  family,  I  do  not  think 
he  is  doing  anything  wrong  in  putting  his  ear 
to  the  key-hole  and  listening  to  their  conversa- 
tion. And  it  is  somewhat  analogous  to  that, 
when  a  person,  believing  there  is  a  conspiracy 
to  destroy  his  life  and  property,  or  those  of 
other  people,  takes  measures  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  proceedings  of  the  body  in 
order  that  he  may  defeat  the  designs  of  the 
party  he  was  so  suspecting. 

That  it  the  kind  of  character  which  Powell 
and  Davis  represent  themselves  to  be.  It  is 
quite  a  different  thing  firom  the  case  of  an  ac- 
complice or  from  the  case  of  a  person  who 
instigates  what  he  afterwards  informs  against. 
I  do  not  find  an^  suggestion  made  that  Powell 
or  DavUt  or  either  of  them,  instigated  this 
prisoner,  George  Bridge  MuHins.  Ton  can 
hardly  think  that  very  likely.  He  is  said,  upon 
one  side,  to  be  a  surgeon,  and  from  the  other 
side  it  is  doubtful  to  know  what  his  position  is. 
The  AUomeg- General  says  he  is  a  surgeon  who 
took  his  degree  himself.  The  counsel  for  the 
prisoner  says  he  is  a  surgeon's  apprentice  who 
has  not  passed  his  examination.  There  is  a 
good  deal  said  about  his  moving  in  this  or  that 


sphere  of  society — there  is  not  much  evidence 
about  that.  But  with  renrd  even  to  a  BWffeoii's 
apprentice  at  32,  that  is  an  age  at  which  per- 
sons are  much  more  likely  to  be  misled  by  their 
own  overweening  vanity  than  that  a  person  in 
that  class  of  life  should  allow  Powell  and  Davie 
to  induce  him  to  become  leader,  as  they  say  he 
was,  vice-chairman  of  this  society.  However, 
that  is  the  sort  of  person  which  he  is  said  to 
be.  As  to  those  people,  I  have  tokl  you  what 
position  they  stand  in.  They  stand  in  the  posi- 
tion of  persons  who  are  informers,  who  have 
joined  these  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  conear- 
ring  apparently  in  their  object,  only  that  they 
might  have  their  object  communicated  to  them. 
But  certainly,  assuming,  which  we  must  do, 
that  this  offence  existed,  and  was  by  them  pre* 
vented  from  being  carried  into  its  ultimate  ooo- 
sequences  of  fire  and  plunder  and  massacre, 
good  service  has  been  rendered  to  the  country 
by'  Powell  and  Davis,  if  it  were  Powell  and 
Davis  who  gave  the  information  which  enabled 
the  peace  authorities  of  the  country  to  prevent 
the  outbreak  and  devastation  which  would  have 
taken  place.  If  anyone  is  disposed  to  blame 
them,  just  suppose  nobody  had  done  what  they 
did;  then,  instead  of  30  or  40  people  being 
apprehended,  you  would  have  had  all  the  public 
buildings  in  London  and  many  private  ones 
burnt,  and  multitudes  of  people  killed,  for  no 
doubt  many  lives  must  have  been  lost  and  an 
immense  amount  of  property  destroyed.  Then 
shall  it  be  said  that  nobody  ought  to  do  that? 
It  appears  to  me  that  that  cannot  very  well  be 
said.  I  do  not  say  so.  I  think  a  man  may 
lawfully  go  in  disguise  into  a  hostile  camp  and 
obtain  knowledge  of  the  measures  of  the 
enemy.  If  he  may  do  that  in  ordinary  war,  he 
may  do  it,  d  fortiori,  in  case  of  a  traitorous  war 
sought  to  be  waged  against  society. 

Those  are  the  observations  which  appear  to 
me  to  arise  as  to  the  character  of  these  wit- 
nesses. It  is  urged,  however,  on  behalf  of  the 
prosecution,  that  there  is  confirmation,  and  even 
supposing  Powell  and  Davis  to  stand  in  the 
situation  of  persons  whose  evidence  required 
confirmation,  and  could  not  be  believed  without 
confirmation,  they  are  confirmed.  It  is  not 
denied  or  disputed  that  their  story  is  mainly 
true,  except  so  far  as  it  applies  to  MuUins  tbie 
prisoner.  On  the  other  side  it  was  said  that 
there  is  confirmation  even  as  to  the  person  of 
MuUins.    You  may  consider  that. 

The  prisoner  was  found  guilty,  and  sentenced 
to  penal  servitude  for  life.(a) 

Reg.  V.  George  Joseph  Mantle.  This  was 
an  indictment  for  uttering  seditious  words,  and 
for  unlawful  assembly  and  seditious  conspiracy, 
tried  before  Aldebson,  B.,  at  the  Chester  Winter 
Assises,  Wednesday,  December  6th.  A  short- 
hand note  of  the  proceedings  is  preserved  at 
the  Treasury.  Evidence  was  given  that  the 
prisoner,  an  itinerant  Chartist  speaker,  and  a 
wool- carder  at  Birmingham,  visited  Hyde  on 
August  8th,  1848,  and  delivered  a  speech,  which 
was  shortly  followed  by  disturbances,  to  an 
audience  of  1,800  persons  at  the  Chartist 
Assembly    Booms.      Police-constable    Brtnom 

(a)  Free  pardon  granted  19th  May  1856. 
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gave  eyidenoe  that  the  substance  of  the  speech 
was  as  follows  i — 

I  suppose  you  want  me  to  tell  jou  when  joa 
will  get  the  Charter.  Now  that  is  the  very 
thing  I  want  you  to  tell  me.  You  may  say  to 
Feargus  O^  Connor ^  *  We  want  the  Charter.* 
You  need  not  think  he  can  get  you  the  Charter, 
yon  know  it  is  yourselves  that  must  get  it. 
You  will  say  next,  how  is  that  to  be  done  ?  I 
will  tell  you ;  if  you  want  the  Charter,  you 
must  arm  yourselves,  and  ■  be  prepared  to  toke 
it  by  force,  for  I  can  tell  you  tlmt  the  tyrannical 
government  of  this  country  will  never  give  you 
file  Charter  by  moral  force — moral  force  ?  no- 
no  moral  force  for  me,  but  physical  force.  I  there- 
fore say,  arm  yourselves,  and  go  in  a  body  and 
drive  the  tyrants  from  off  their  seats,  and  do 
not  allow  ^em  to  oppress  you  any  longer.  I 
am  told  a  policeman  is  here.  Now  I  am  one  of 
those  people  that  do  not  care  for  the  police.  If 
he  does  not  behave  himself,  we  will  put  him  off 
this  ground ;  and  if  he  has  come  to  hear  what  I 
have  got  to  say,  he  shall  have  it  to  his  heart's 
content.  The  clothes  that  are  on  his  back, 
every  stitch  belongs  to  you ;  you  have  bought 
them,  and  they  are  yours,  every  stitch  of  ihem. 
There  are  not  a  bigger  set  of  scoundrels  in 
existence  than  the  bishops  and  the  parsons.  I 
say  down  with  Church  and  State  and  the  Govern- 
ment too,  for  they  are  the  greatest  curse  the 
working  people  of  this  country  have  to  contend 
with;  and  there  is  only  one  way  to  get  without 
them,  and  that  is  by  physical  force.  If  you  are 
org^iaed,  let  them  see  your  strength  with  the 
bits  of  steel  at  the  end  of  your  staves.  I  say 
that  is  the  way  to  get  the  Charter.  What  do 
we  want  a  Queen  for  ?  Nor  do  we  want  Prince 
Albert,  nor  the  Bishop  of  Canterbury,  with  his 
75,000/.,  and  odd  hundreds.  I  would  do  it  for 
the  odd  hundreds.  Now  when  the  Charter  is 
passed,  if  you  will  allow  me  that  situation,  1 
will  do  it  for  the  odd  hundreds.  If  I  had  a  wig 
upon  my  head,  would  you  not  think  I  should 
make  as  good  a  bishop  as  the  Bishop  of  Canter- 

buryl     (Some  persons  cried  out,  *A  d d 

sight  better.')  We  do  not  want  Jack  the 
Devil.  I  call  Lord  John  the  Devil.  I  say 
down  with  them  all.  We  want  no  Queen  and 
Prince  Albert  ....  Now  all  you  that 
will  join  with  me,  and  are  for  fighting, 
and  putting  down  this  Government,  signify 
the  same  by  holding  up  your  right  hands. 
(Nearly  all  the  people  present  held  up  their 
hands.)  Now,  people,  think  of  what  I  have 
said  to  yon.  It  is  a  serious  thing — think — think 
— ^think.  Arm — arm—arm.  Organize — orga- 
niie^ — organize,  as  Dr.  M*DouaU  told  you.  I 
say  now  arm  and  organize.  I  am  not  going  to 
prison — at  least  not  to-night  from  Hyde — fot 
from  this  meeting  they  daro  not  take  me.  (A 
Toice, '  We  will  stop  them  from  that.')  After 
the  meeting  is  over  they  will  not  find  me.  I 
am  not  satiSfied  with  Irishmen  in  this  country ; 
and  I  hope,  if  there  is  any  here,  they  will  set 
about  getting  themselves  back  to  Ireland  to 
assist  Sieir  brethren  to  get  a  Repeal  of  the 
Union.  This  I  candidly  tell  you,  you  must 
assist  one  another,  for  without  Uie  assistance  of 
the  English  the  Irish  cannot  get  the  Repeal,  and 
without  the  assistance  of  the  Irish  we  cannot 


get  the  Charter,  and  if  we  are  united  together 
we  will  get  both — ^tbat  is,  if  you  are  prepared  to 
take  it,  and  that  must  be  done  by  fighting. 
Now  I  will  tell  you  I  am  one  of  the  greatest 
cowards  living  ;  still  I  advocate  physical  force. 
It  is  fear  that  will  make  me  fight,  and  my  fear 
is  that,  if  I  do  not  fight  against  the  tyrants  of 
this  country,  they  will  starve  me  to  death.  I 
have  been  sent  amongst  you  to*ni£ht  to  tell  you 
to  arm  yourselves  and  be  ready,  for  the  time  is 
fast  drawing  nigh.  I  shall  return  to  you,  and 
lead  you  in  the  struggle.  I  say  arm,  and  soon 
we  will  drive  the  enemies  of  the  people — Lord 
John  and  his  crew — ^from  this  country  the  same 
as  the  Frenchmen  drove  Louis  Philippe  from 
France,  and  then  the  people  of  this  country  can 
have  their  rights,  but  not  till  then.  If  you  want 
to  get  without  the  tyrants  of  this  country,  arm 
yourselves.  And  if  you  want  the  People's 
Charter  I  say  arm,  arm.  I  should  be  the  last 
man  in  the  world  to  see  innocent  blood  spilt, 
but  to  see  the  blood  of  the  tyrants  will  do  me 
good.  Oh,  if  I  wa&  only  at  the  head  of  you, 
with  your  guns  and  pikes  shining,  and  the  white 
banner  of  liberty  flying,  what  would  the  tyrants 
of  Hyde  think  of  that  ?  For  my  part  I  hope  to 
see  them  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  The 
police  are  the  scum  of  the  earth,  too  idle  to 
work,  and  they  live  upon  your  earnings.  What 
are  they  for?  Only  to  lock  you  up  if  you 
speak  for  your  rights.  Now  all  of  you  who  are 
for  putting  down  the  Government  of  this  conn- 
ti^  as  it  is  established,  and  are  for  forming  one 
composed  of  the  people,  will  with  me  give  three 
cheers.  (Three  cheers  were  given.)  Now  all 
you  women  who  have  husbands  that  will  not  join 
the  Chartist  body,  and  fight  for  his  liberty,  say 
to  him,  *  You  took  me  for  better  and  for  worse, 
you  have  many  children,  will  you  stand  there 
and  see  your  children  starve  while  there  are  so 
many  of  your  countrymen  fighting  for  liberty  ? ' 
The  husband,  if  he  is  a  man,  will  take  his  gun 
and  his  pike,  and  will  turn  out  and  fipht  for 
liberty  and  the  People's  Charter,  which  will  soon 
be  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is  now  getting  late. 
I  hope  you  will  not  forget  what  I  have  said  to 
you ;  arm  yourselves,  and  be  ready." 

Edward  Whittle,  an  excise  officer,  gave 
similar  evidence.  In  cross-examination  he  re- 
membered that  the  defendant  had  told  them  to 
arm  themselves  with  the  weapons  of  political 
warfare,  but  did  not  recollect  that  he  had  spoken 
of  "the  keen-edged  sword  of  justice,  and  the 
whistling  bullet  of  truth."  Verdict — Guilty  on 
all  counts.    For  sentence,  see  below,  p.  1 181. 


Beg,  T.  Ralph  and  others,  December  7th, 
1848.  This  was  an  indictment  for  seditions  con- 
spiracy and  riot  at  Hyde  in  1848,  and  was  tried 
before  Aldbbson,  B.,  at  the  Chester  winter 
assizes.  The  AUamey- General  {Jervis),  in 
opening  the  case,  said  : — 

Before  I  explain  to  you  the  exact  nature  of  the 
evidence  to  be  adduced  before  you,  it  will  be  im- 
portant just  to  glance  rapidly  at  the  state  of 
things  occurring  about  that  period.  In  the 
month  of  August  and  the  preceding  months  you 
are  well  aware  that  the  humbler  classes  of  this 
country,  suffering,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  nnder 
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what  I  trast  was  but  a  temporary  suspension  of 
trade,  were  in  a  state  of  great  excitement ;  and 
I  am  Borrj  to  say  it  has  been  my  duty,  as  it  is 
here,  to  state  that  the  state  of  organization  was 
such  as  would  have  struck  terror  loto  the  breasts 
of  the  quiet  and  welMisposed,  if  the  public  bad 
been  well  informed  of  that  organization. 

It  was  such,  that  at  various  parts  of  the 
country,  without  the  Government  having  the 
meant*,  as  they  thought,  of  detecting  their  move- 
ments, simultaneous  meetings  were  held  with 
a  view  of  paralysing  the  energies  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  enabling  those  with  whom  they  were 
in  a  state  of  co  operation — the  ill-disposed  in 
Ireland — to  carry  into  full  effect,  as  they  sup- 
posed, their  traitorous  attempts,  namely,  by 
force  to  attain  what  they  deemed  foolishly  would 
be  a  beneOt  to  their  country — the  repeal  of  the 
Union ;  and  the  lower  orders  of  that  country, 
while  they  have  been  feeding  upon  the  money 
so  generously  and  liberally  bestowed  by  this 
country,  were  then  organizing  treason  against 
this  country ;  and  the  object,  I  fear,  of  those 
who  were  ill-disposed  in  this  country  was,  by 
diverting  the  attention  of  the  Government  and 
preventing  them  from  centralizing  their  power, 
to  enable  the  Irish  to  achieve  the  repeal  of  the 
Union,  while  the  deluded  persons  in  this  country 
thought  they  should  by  such  means  obtain  the 
Charter  they  desire. 

In  consequence  of,  or  in  pursuance  of,  this 
arrangement,  meetings  had  been  held  in  the 
month  of  July — I  believe  June,  July,  and 
August — at  Hyde  and  tlie  immediate  neighbour- 
hoc^,  and  the  crisis  being  near  at  hand,  as  they 
supposed,  and  not  knowing  that,  as  must  always 
be  the  case  where  parties  are  combined  for 
dangerous  purposes,  as  these  are,  there  will  be 
among  them  those  who  will  betray  their  pur- 
pose, and  apprize  the  Government  of  their 
actions — supposing  in  the  middle  of  August 
that  the  crisis  was  approaching  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Government,  they  sent  dele- 

Stes  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  from 
mdon  and  elsewhere,  to  the  different  manu- 
facturing districts  throughout  England,  and  on 
the  8th  of  August  one  of  these  defendants, 
Armiiagef  having  called  together  a  meeting  by 
the  sound  of  a  bell  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  a 
stranger  who  would  address  the  Chartists,  a 
penton  of  the  name  of  Mantle,  whose  case  was 
under  consideration  yesterday,  addressed  to 
about  1,800  persons,  in  the  evening,  a  most  in- 
flammatory address,  which  it  is  uimecessary  for 
me  to  detail  to  you  further,  unless  my  learned 
friend  desires  it 

Before  that  time,  I  believe  that  those  who 
called  themselves  Chartists  had  been  divided 
into  two  classes.  There  were  the  moral  force 
Chartists,  who  thought,  as  they  had  a  perfect 
right  to  think,  that  by  argument  they  could 
obtain  their  object ;  and  there  were  those  that 
were  for  physical  force — the  fighting  men — who 
were  determined  to  wait  no  longer,  but  to  wrest 
by  furce  from  the  Government  that  which  honest 
argument  could  not  attain.  And  before  the 
8th  of  August,  I  believe,  I  shall  show  you  that 
the  latter  class  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drilling 
and  training  with  arms  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hyde,  or  in  Hyde.    And,  in  truth,  this  large 


meeting,  having  been  so  addressed  upon  the 
call  of  Armitage,  one  of  the  defendants,  by 
Mantle  on  the  8th  of  August,  on  the  12th, 
which  was  the  Saturday  following,  a  large  body 
of  them,  500  or  600  persons,  did  attend,  and 
were  drilled,  and  went  through  the  military 
order  at  iiight,  Sellars^  one  of  the  defendants, 
having  previously  been  a  soldier,  superintending 
that  instruction. 

Being  thus  prepared,  by  some  secret  arrange- 
ment and  communication  the  day  of  the  general 
rising  was  fixed  for  the  14th ;  and  aocoAingly, 
on  the  14th  of  August,  at  11  o'clock,  180  or 
more  of  the  persons  in  Hyde  turned  out,  every 
one  of  them  armed  with  pikes  and  guns ;  and 
to  show  how  perfect  their  arrangement  was,  on 
that  day  and  at  that  time,  in  Ashton,  in  Dnckin- 
field,  and  in  several  places  in  the  neighbourhood 
in  this  county  and  in  Lancashire,  there  were 
simultaneous  risings  under  similar  circumstances, 
and,  as  will  be  stated  hereafter  on  another  occa- 
sion one  body  of  these  persons,  were  prepared 
not  only  with  pikes  and  muskets,  but  with  can- 
non, to  carry  out  their  dangerous  object. 

Being  thus  armed,  they  paraded  the  town  of 
Hyde  in  military  order.  They  stopped  persons 
and  searched  them  for  arms,  and  threatened 
to  kill  them  if  there  was  resistance.  Having 
assembled  in  the  market  place  of  Hyde,  they 
marched  a  distance  of  two  and  a  half  miles 
in  military  array  to  Woodley  Mill,  and  they 
then  took  their  course  firom  that  place  to  aH 
the  mills  in  the  neighbourhood,  putting  out  the 
fires  and  drawing  out  the  plugs,  under  the  ex- 
pectation, as  I  suppose,  that,  if  on  the  following 
morning  the  factory  hands  were  short  of  em- 
ployment, they  might  be  induced  to  join  their 
rising,  and  thus  swell  their  formidable  force. 
Happily  that  was  not  so;  they  did  not,  I  be- 
lieve, join  them.  They  returned  the  following 
morning ;  and  I  ought  to  state,  as  I  now  do,  as  a 
credit  to  that  class  of  operatives,  that  out  of  the 
eighteen  men  who  are  defendants  now  at  the  bar, 
sevfen  only  are  factory  bands.  The  rest,  I  be- 
lieve, are  tailors,  colliers,  and  persons  of  that 
description. 

They  continued  during  the  whole  of  the  night 
in  this  state.  The  persons  whom  they  expected 
to  meet  were  interrupted;  thev  did  not  come 
from  Ashton  and  other  places,  the  object  being 
— as  you  will  hear,  I  believe,  detailed  in  the  evi 
dence — that,  if  there  had  been  formed  a  junction 
of  those  different  bodies,  they  intended  to  march 
upon  Ashton,  to  seize  the  barracks,  and  destroy 
the  town.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  time 
was  well  chosen.  It  was  the  period  when  the 
assizes  were  held  here  at  C'hester  and  at  Liver- 
pool. The  constabulary  of  the  district  was 
therefore  absent  from  its  duty.  The  time  was 
chosen  at  a  period  in  August  when  they  knew 
that  most  of  the  magistrates  were  absent  firom 
the  spot ;  and  no  one  can  tell  what  would  have 
been  the  consequence  of  this  rising  if,  by  the 
energy  of  the  authorities,  a  large  body  of  the 
military  had  not  been  marched  into  the  town  on 
the  following  momiufr ;  and  but  for  the  credit- 
able exertions  and  the  meritorious  action  of 
the  gentry  and  tradesmen  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, who  enrolled  themselves  in  great  numbers, 
as  special  constables,  sacrificing  Uieir  comfort^ 
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and  leaving  their  business  for  many  weeks  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  the  publio  peace. 

The  jury  found  sixteen  defendants  guilty  of  a 
conspiracy  to  raise,  make,  and  levy  insurrec- 
tions, riots,  routs,  tumults,  seditious  and  un- 
lawful assemblies,  and  breaches  of  the  peace, 
and  fifteen  of  these  of  riot,  as  well,  and  acquitted 
three  defendants.  On  the  following  day  the 
defendants  and  George  Joseph  Mantle,  who 
had  been  tried  separately,  were  placed  at  the 
bar. 

Sbmtbncb 

Aldbbson,  B.  :  You  have  been  convicted  of 
various  offences  connected  with  the  unhappy 
outrages  which  took  place  at  Hyde,  partly  on  the 
8th  and  previous  days,  the  outbreak  itself  taking 
place  on  the  14th  day  of  last  August. 

One  cannot  but  observe  that  tbere  was  a  very 
considerable  and  simultaneous  rising  intended 
to  take  place  over  a  great  part  of  the  manu- 
Picturing  districts  at  that  time.  The  jury,  how- 
ever, in  your  case^those  of  you  I  mean  who 
were  convicted  of  conspiracy — have  taken  the 
more  merciful  view,  that  is  to  say,  they  liave 
been  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  conspiracy  con 
nected  only  with  Hyde  and  its  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, and  that  your  object  was  to  disturb  the 
course  of  trade  in  that  district  rather  than  to  alter 
the  state  of  the  Government  of  the  United  King- 
dom at  large.  They  have  not  found  the  same 
with  respect  to  Mantle,  for  they  ha?e  found  him 
guilty  of  a  larger  conspiracy — and  probably 
wisely,  for,  if  the  speech  made  by  him  on  the 
Stli  of  August  had  been  given  in  its  full  length 
at  the  trial  which  took  place  yesterday,  as  it  was 
at  the  trial  which  took  place  the  day  before,  the 
jury  would  probably  have  thought,  with  the 
whole  of  that  evidence  before  Uiem  (whidi,  by 
the  mercy  of  the  Attomey- General,  they  had 
not)  that  the  conspiracy  was  of  the  larger  rather 
than  of  the  less  aggravated  description. 

I  would  wish  to  impress  upon  you  all  that 
which  I  have  also  impressed  upon  a  set  of 
persons  who  have  just  been  treated  with  the 
lenity  of  the  Cro^n,  that  these  disturbances 
produced  exactly  the  opposite  effect  to  that 
which  the  unhappy  dupes,  who  compose  the 
greater  part  of  them,  intend.  They  think  that 
by  these  disturbances  they  are  to  relieve  them- 
selves from  distress.  The  distress  perhaps  ori- 
ipnally  causes  them,  but  they  cause  an  aggrava- 
tion of  the  distress,  just  as  much  as  if  you  mere 
to  give  to  a  person  in  a  fever  a  large  dose  of 
brandy  by  way  of  curing  him.  It  would  only 
increase  the  fever  instead  of  relieving  it. 

At  the  time  when  you  made  this  outbreak 
there  was  a  great  disturbance  almost  throughout 
all  Europe,  and  this  country  remaining  at  peace 
and  in  tranquillity  (if  it  had  pleased  God  that  it 
should  so  have  done),  the  capital  of  other  coun> 
tries  which  had  been  disturbed  by  the  outbreaks 
there  would  have  flowed  hither — the  capital  so 
flowing  in  would  have  produced  wotk,  and  the 
work  so  produced  would  have  diminished  the 
distress,  and  the  general  distress  being  dimi- 
nished, yours  would  have  been  diminished  also. 
But  if  you  create  outbreaks  io  this  country,  then 
you  reduce  capital  to  the  same  situation  in  this 
oonntry  in  which  it  has  been  in  others.    It  has 
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a  tendency  not  to  come  here.  So  that  your 
outbreaks  cause  the  very  distress,  the  very  evil 
of  which  you  complain.  If  you  would  leave  it 
alone  and  be  quiet,  then  the  outbreaks  in  other 
countries,  unhappy  as  they  are  for  them,  would 
not  be  unhappy  for  you,  for  you  would  have  the 
benefit  of  your  tranquillity,  as  they  would  suffer 
for  their  insubordination.  Instead  of  this,  you 
prevent  the  very  cure  which  God  was  working 
on  your  behalf. 

It  is  an  offence  which  might  have  issued  in 
murder — which,  unhappily,  in  the  neighbourizig 
district  to  that  in  which  you  are  situated,  did 
issue  in  murder.  It  might  have  done  so  in  one 
instance  which  came  before  us  yesterday,  for 
one  of  your  leaders  put  a  pistol  to  a  man*s 
month,  tnough  the  crime  was  prevented ;  and  I 
do  not  forget  that,  and  I  shall  not  forget  it  in 
the  sentence  which  I  am  passing  upon  the  man 
who  prevented  it,  I  mean  James  Hall. 

But  the  law  must  be  vindicated  by  severe 
punishment.  Believe  me,  I  regret  very  much 
that  it  fidls  to  my  duty  to  do  this.  I  know  that 
most  of  you  are  decent  respectable  people,  that 
you  are  not  like  the  ordinary  class  of  persons 
who  come  into  a  court  of  justice,  that  you  are 
not  thieves— that  you  do  not  break  through  and 
steal — ^that  you  are  people  who  have  good  con- 
nections, so  to  speak ;  respectable  people  con- 
nected with  you  who^will  suffer  by  your  suffer- 
inff.  Probably  many  of  you  have  wives  and 
children.  They  will  suffer  in  your  suffering.  I 
feel  for  them,  I  feel  for  you ;  I  am  sorry  it  is 
my  duty  to  inflict  severe  punishment  upon  yon, 
but  I  must  do  it.  The  law  must  be  vindicated, 
and  people  must  be  convinced  that  these  are 
dangerous  offences  for  them  to  commit.  There- 
fore you  must  all  of  you,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
suffer  severe  punishment. 

Now  let  us  distinguish  as  well  as  we  can 
between  the  separate  cases.  Some  of  you 
deserve  undoubtedly  more  severe  punishment 
than  others.  You,  Mantle,  made  that  most 
outrageous  and  seditious  speech  upon  the  8th  of 
August,  and  you  were  a  party  to  tbe  conspiracy 
which  broke  out  on  liie  14th  of  August.  You 
were  not  there — that  is  to  say,  you  were  not 
there  in  body — but  your  spirit  was  there.  It 
was  you  that  sounded  the  trumpet  for  the 
battle,  and  then  the  trumpeter  is  not  found  in 
the  van  of  the  army  i^terwards.  That  is  almost 
alwavs  the  case ;  the  dupes  go  forward,  and  the 
quacks  who  bring  them  into  the  scrape  leave 
them  in  the  lurch.  You  are  a  young  man  with 
a  voluble  tongue,  and  unfortunately  with  an 
empty  head— just  such  stuff  as  mob  orators  are 
usually  made  of,  just  enough  of  plausibility  to 
make  what  you  say  dangerous,  but  not  enoujgh 
of  wisdom  to  make  what  you  say  usefbl.  I  wish 
you  to  study  more,  and  to  speak  less — to  learn 
— you  are  capable  of  it— to  learn  your  duties  a 
little  better  before  you  presume  to  teach  them 
to  others^ to  know,  if  you  can  know,  that  a  boy 
of  22  is  not  competent  to  alter  the  constitution 
of  the  kingdom  of  England — that  he  had  better 
know  a  little  about  it  before  he  undertakes  it, 
and  that  he  had  better  not  instigate  a  large 
number  of  starving  people,  to  make  insurrection 
against  the  (government  without  knowing  where 
t£i  brand  which  he  throws  into  the  midst  of 
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ohriKxed  Kf e  will  stop  Hs  flames,  or  how  many 
eoontries  and  empires  may  be  destrojed  by  the 
act  of  a  madman,  or  a  child,  or  a  fool.  You 
most  be  put  into  prison,  therefore,  to  prevent 
your  doing  mischief  for  the  futore ;  yon  most 
suffer,  in  order  that  people  in  your  situation 
may  know  that  it  is  perilous  to  set  other  people 
to  do  mischief.  The  sentence,  therefore,  upon 
you  is  that  you  be  imprisoned  for  two  years, 
and  that  you  find  sureties  for  your  good  be- 
haviour for  two  years  more — ^yourself  in  100/. 
and  two  sureties  in  25/.  each — and  that  you  be 
imprisoned  till  those  sureties  be  given. 

With  respect  to  yon,  CharUt  Selhrs,  you 
also  have  beenr  a  principal  person  in  these 
matters.  You  were  a  servant  of  the  Queen — 
for  you  were  either  in  the  marine  or  military 
service,  it  does  not  appear  distinctly  which — 
but  you  availed  yourself  of  the  knowledge 
which  you  so  acquired  to  train  and  drill  people 
to  break  the  public  peace  of  Her  Majesty. 
People  like  you  must  be  taught  that  by  com- 
mittmiBT  sQch  offences  they  will  incur  severe 
penalties.  The  real  punishment  belonging  to 
your  offence  is  transportation,  for  there  is  a 
statute  which  makes  the  drilling  of  persons  in 
this  way  a  transportable  offence.  You  are  not 
indicted  for  that,  therefore  that  sentence  cannot 
be  passed }  but  that  is  the  crime  of  which  yon 
have  been  guilty,  and  that  is  the  real  crime  for 
which  you  are  punished.  The  sentence  upon 
you  is  that  you  also  be  imprisoned  for  two 
years,  and  find  sureties — yourself  in  100/.  and 
two  sufllcient  sureties  in  25/.  each— for  the  like 
period.  The  learned  judge  proceeded  to  pass 
lighter  sentences  on  the  remaining  prisoners. 

Beg,  T,  Ratcliffe  and  Constantine.  Decem- 
ber 15th,  1848.  Trial  of  Joseph  Ratdiffe 
and  Joseph  Cotutantine  before  ALDSRSoir,  B., 
at  the  Liverpool  Winter  Assizes,  1848,  for 
the  murder  of  Police-constable  Bright  in  the 
course  of  the  disturbances  at  Ashton-under- 
Lyne  on  August  14th,  1848.(a)  The  Attorney- 
General  (Sir  John  Jervis),  in  opening  the  case, 
said :  Before  the  14th  of  August  in  the  present 
year,  meetings  and  arrangements  took  place, 
which  resulted  in  an  organisation  of  a  very  for- 
midable character.  What  was  the  precise  object 
of  those  meetings,  what  was  the  particular  design 
of  that  organisation,  I  would  rather  you  should 
collect  from  the  evidence  before  you,  but  the 
result  was  that  on  the  14th  of  August  simulta- 
neous risings  took  place  in  various  places  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ashton,  and  between  1 1  and 
12  o'clock  a  large  body  of  persons  was  collected 
in  Catherine  Street,  armed  with  pikes  and  guns 
and  other  weapons  of  offence.  I  shall  trace  them 
from  Catherine  Street  down  Bentinck  Street, 
which  runs  across  Old  Street  and  Stamford 
Street.  In  the  course  of  their  progress  some- 
where down  that  street,  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Smith,  a  police  officer,  I  think,  was  standing 
when  the  first  act  of  aggression  took  place, 
which  I  shall  mention  to  you  in  passing,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  yoa  the  bearing  of  that  act 
upon   the   general    transaction.     The  man  of 

(a)  See  Alderson's  chaige  to  the  grand  jury 
n  the  Treason  Felony  Act,  11  &  19  Vict.  e.  18., 
in  6  St.  Tr.  N.S.  App.  B.  1129.  ^ 


the  name  of  Smth  then  standing  at  the  eonier 
of  Mom  Street  was  in  some  jeoi«rdy.  A  pistol 
was  presented  at  his  head,  which  missed  fire,  and 
the  party  proceeded  on.  As  they  came  to  tb« 
third  street,  a  street  called  Brook  Street,  some 
of  the  persons  assembled  said  that  Bright  was 
coming,  upon  which  a  person  named  Sigley,  who 
has  absconded  and  is  not  in  custody,  ran  alter 
him,  but  by  mistake,  I  believe,  went  down  the 
wrong  street.  He  returned  without  Bright. 
Bright  was  brought  up  to  the  corner,  where  I 
believe  a  pistol,  I  will  tell  you  by  whom,  was 
presented  at  him  and  missed  fire.  He  went  down 
the  street  till  he  came  near  the  place  where  Old 
Street  cuts  Bentinck  Street  At  that  place  he 
was  seised  by  three  or  more  persons,  taken 
partly  down  the  street ;  some  altercation  took 
place,  he  having  stated  that  he  knew  the  parties 
who  were  thus  assailing  him.  He  was  first 
struck  with  a  pike  violently  in  the  thigh,  and 
while  he  was  staggering  from  that  act,  was  shot 
dead  and  fell  upon  the  street  M^  lord  will  tell 
yon  as  a  proposition  of  law,  and  it  is  one  sap- 
ported  by  morality  and  common  sense  also,  that, 
if  various  persons  go  out  in  an  illegal  combina- 
tion, armed  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  all  oppo- 
sition by  force  and  violence,  all  persons  who  are 
present  with  that  resolution  are  responsible  for 
the  acts  of  the  others  i  and  if,  therefore,  you 
should  be  of  opinion,  upon  the  result  of  this  in- 
vestigation, that  blood  was  shed  under  the  cir- 
cumstances I  have  mentioned  by  one  of  that 
body  so  assembled  on  the  night  of  the  14th  of 
August,  and  that  Bright  was  shot  as  the  result 
of  a  general  combination  of  the  body  to  resist 
all  force  and  opposition  and  to  quell  resistance 
by  force,  there  is  no  doubt,  legally  and  morally, 
every  one  of  the  persons  who  were  present  upon 
that  occasion  is  guilty  of  the  crime  of  murder. 

But  I  was  well  aware  that  while,  perhaps,  I 
might  not  be  perfectly  discharging  my  duty  if  I 
did  not  present  the  case  to  you  in  a  manner  to 
show  to  you  and  to  the  public  what  is  the 
full  extent  of  the  liability  of  persons  bo 
illegally  assembled  together,  yet  I  should 
not  be  presenting  it  altogether  fairly  for  the 
prisoners  at  the  bar  if  I  had  arraigned  at 
the  same  time  all  those  who  were  originally 
included  in  the  indictment ;  and,  therefore,  I 
thought  it  my  duty,  consistently  with  the  position 
I  hold,  to  make  a  selection,  in  the  first  instance, 
of  those  who  are  to  be  tried  upon  this  oocacion 
and  to  present  to  you  a  case  which  I  fear,  by  the 
evidence,  will  present  a  fiir  less  difficult  question 
for  your  determination  than  that  which  I  ahould 
suggest  to  you  as  the  legal  effect  of  this  oombi- 
nation.  For,  although  you  might  be  of  opinion 
that  all  the  persons  there  assembled  were  assem- 
bled by  previous  concert  and  arrangement,  and 
might  be  legally  guilty,  all  for  the  act  of  one, 
there  arises  anot^r  question,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
less  difficult  and  mu<m  narrower  than  the  first, 
namely,  whether,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of 
your  opinion  upon  the  ffeneral  evidence,  in  the 
case  of  these  two  men  inio  are  now  at  the  bar 
before  you,  it  is  possible  for  you  to  say  that  this 
act  was  the  spontaneous  act  of  somebody  at  the 
moment,  and  not  the  result  of  a  previous  ooo- 
spiracy  and  arrangement 

O.  F.  PoUoehftot  the  defence,  said  he  did 
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not  fear  tluil  a  Brhisli  Jmj  woidd  sot  upon  the 
doctrine  rather  lightly  alladed  to  hj  the  Atiop' 
ney- General,  and  convict  these  men  because 
they  had  a  common  purpose,  if  that  purpose 
was  not  one  of  violence,  and  leading  at  that 
time  to  violence.  There  was  no  evidence  of  any 
previous  concert,  either  affainnt  the  deceased  or 
against  the  police  generally,  or  to  do  personal 
violence  to  anyone,  but  only  of  a  combination 
to  make  one  of  those  displays  of  physical  force 
that  were  then  so  common.  If  during  such 
demonstration,  even  supposing  it  illegal,  a 
quarrel  should  arise  between  some  of  the  parties 
demonstrating  and  a  policeman,  in  the  course  of 
which  the  latter  was  killed,  that  would  not 
render  all  those  who  took  part  in  the  demon- 
stration liable.  Before  the  prisoners  could  be 
made  responsible  for  the  acts  of  others,  it  must 
be  shown  that  they  ha^  a  common  purpose 
leading  to  personal  violence.  Counsel  pro- 
ceeded to  contend  that  neither  of  the  prisoners 
hail  any  part  in  the  death  of  Bright, 

The  Attorney- Oeneral,  in  reply,  admitted 
that  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  general  com- 
bination among  the  whole  body  to  attack  the 
police,  but  contended  that  there  was  evidence  of 
a  common  iutention  to  do  so  among  some  of 
them,  as  shown  by  their  acts.  The  prisoner 
Batcliffe  was  shown  to  have  stabbed  the  police- 
man with  a  pike,  though  this  was  not  the 
wound  that  proved  fatal.  As  regards  Constan- 
tine,  there  being  no  evidence  that  he  inflicted 
anv  injury  on  the  policeman,  and  not  safBcient 
evidence  that  he  was  a  party  to  any  combina- 
tion to  do  so,  the  Crown  were  prepiured  to  con- 
sent to  a  verdict  of  not  guilty  on  this  charge. 

Aldsbson,  B.,  summed  up,  and  left  it  to  the 
joiy  whether  Batcliffe  was  actually  present, 
and  did  acts  which  showed  him  to  have  been  in 
concert  with  the  man  by  whom  the  fatal  wound 
was  inflicted. 

The  jury  found  Batcliffe  ^ihy,  but  recom- 
mended him  to  mercy,  and  acquitted  Conetantine, 

Sbntkncb. 
Aldbrsom,  B.  :  Joseph  Batcliffe,  you  have 
been  found  guil^r,!  cannot  but  think  upon  very 
substantial  proof,  of  the  crime  of  wilful  murder. 
The  jury  have  recommended  your  case  to  the 
merciful  consideration  of  the  Crown.  I  shall 
transmit  that  recommendation  to  the  proper 
quarter.  In  the  meanwhile,  it  is  my  province 
to  tell  you  what  your  fate  will  probably  be. 
Tou  have  be<*n  found  guilty  of  an  offence  com- 
mitted against  a  totally  unoffendiuj^  man,  and 
though  yours  was  not  the  hand  which  fired  the 
unfortunate  shot,  of  that  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied. I  entirely  agree  with  the  view  which  the 
jury  seem  to  have  taken  of  your  case ;  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  it  was  not  your  hand  which 
fired  the  shot.  So  far,  therefore,  as  that  goes, 
you  are  entitled  to  the  merciful  consideration  of 
the  Crown,  if  that  can  be  a  ground.  But  then 
I  remember  that  you  fired  a  pistol,  which, 
though  it  did  not  hit,  was  aimed ;  that  you  bad 
attempted  the  life  of  the  man  beifore  when  that 
pistol  was  fired,  that  you  attacked  him  cruelly 
with  a  pike,  all  which  circumstances  show  me 
diat  in  the  passion  and  in  the  violence  of  the 
noBieiit  yo«  were  not  minded  to  remember  your 


duty  to  God  abd  your  duty  to  man.  And  so  it 
always  will  be  when  men  like  you  enter  upon 
careers  of  this  description.  Tou  place  yourself 
at  the  head,  so  to  speak,  of  a  body  of  individuals 
who  are  armed  against  the  law  and  the  consti- 
tution of  the  country.  Being  the  captain,  it 
behoves  you,  as  you  imagine,  to  show  your  spirit 
above  the  rest  of  your  compeers,  and  so,  when- 
ever anything  violent  is  to  be  done,  those  who 
are  unfortunately  the  leaders  are  expected  to  do 
it.  And  so  it  always  has  happened,  and  so  it 
always  will  happen,  till  men  remember  their 
dut^  to  Gk>d  and  remember  also  their  duty  to 
their  neighbours. 

Tours  is  a  fearful  instance  of  the  consequences 
of  violent  agitation  upon  political  matters  amonff 
persons  of  the  lower  orders  of  society — a  fearfm 
instance  of  it — an  instance  which  I  almost  fear 
will  require  a  severe  punishment  indeed  to  put 
down.  You  will  have  at  all  events  a  much 
longer  time  than  you  allowed  that  unhappy 
man  to  have  when  you  killed  him.  You  sent 
him  to  account  instantly,  without  being  in  the 
slightest  degree  prepared.  One  would  hope  that 
his  lamp  was  burning,  and  that  you  have  not 
to  answer  not  merely  for  his  death  but  the  loss 
of  a  soul  eternally.  We  will  hope  that  he  was 
prepared ;  we  cannot  be  assured  of  it,  we  cannot 
know  what  the  consequences  of  that  dreadful 
act  on  your  part  were  towards  the  unfortunate 
man.  You  yourself  will  have  a  longer  time, 
you  will  have  all  the  means  and  appliances 
which  the  humanity  of  the  law  and  the  consti- 
tution ffive  you.  I  beseech  you  to  use  them 
well.  Forget  not  that  you  are  now  on  the 
verge  of  eternity,  forget  not  that  ere  a  few  short 
hours  are  passed  you  and  life  will  have  parted 
for  ever ;  foiget  not  that  there  is  another  life. 
Try  and  make  yourself  even  at  the  last  hour 
fitter  for  it  than  you  have  been  hitherto.  Try 
by  sincere  repentance,  try  by  earnest  prayer, 
try  by  prostration  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  to  see 
if  there  may  not  be  pardon  for  you  yet.  One 
man  was  pardoned  upon  the  cross — a  later  hour 
than  yours  that  none  might  despair — and  but 
one  Uiat  none  might  presume.  Forget  not 
this.  Attend  to  the  exhortations  that  will 
be  given  to  you.  Take  the  opportunity  you 
have.  Independently  of  this,  I  daresay  your 
feelings  are  of  the  best  description.  You  are  an 
instance  of  an  ill-regulated  young  man,  sacri- 
ficed, 10  to  speak,  to  ^our  bad  politics,  made,  so 
to  speak,  to  do  a  crime  which,  in  your  cooler 
moments,  I  doubt  not  you  would  shudder  to 
think  of;  and  so  it  is.  The  law,  however,  must 
prevent  these  things.  I  will  send  the  kind 
recommendation  of  the  jury  to  the  Crown  ;  it 
rests  entirely  with  others,  and  not  with  me.  I 
have  nothing  further  to  do  with  it.  My  duty  is 
discharged  as  soon  as  I  shall  have  told  you  what 
the  sentence  of  the  law  is  upon  you.  It  is  not 
my  sentence,  it  is  that  which  the  law  pro- 
nounces ;  I  am  merely  its  instrument  to  declare 
it  to  you.    I  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  do  that 

The  sentence  which  the  law  affixes  to  your 
crime  is  this  —that  you  be  taken  from  hence  to 
the  place  from  whence  yon  came,  from  thence 
to  a  place  of  execution,  that  yon  be  there 
hanged  by  the  neck  till  yoa  be  dead,  and  that 
your  body  be  buried  within  the  precincts  of  the 
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prison  in  which  ^on  shall  have  been  confined 
after  ^our  conviction. 

This  is  the  sentence  of  the  law.  I  hare 
now  discharged  my  duty.  I  have  declared 
it  to  you,  and  told  yon  that  the  Coart 
doth  award  it  May  Almighty  God,  may  the 
holy  and  blessed  Saviour,  that  most  worthy 
Judge  eternal,  softer  not  the  heavy  pains  of 
death  eternal  to  ftdl  upon  yon.  May  the  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  your  Boul.(a) 

Beg,  V.  Con$iantme  and  others,  December 
18th,  1848.  Indictment  for  felony  under  11  & 
12  Vict  c.  12.,  the  Treason  Felony  Act,  1848, 
tried  before  Aldsrson,  B.,  at  the  Liverpool 
Winter  Assizes,  1848.  The  prosecution  arose 
out  of  the  same  facts  as  in  the  previous  case. 
The  Attorney-General  (Sir  John  Jervis),  in 
opening  the  case : — 

Those  five  nersons  who  stand  at  the  bar^ 
Conetantine,  t^enuforthy.  Walker^  Stottt  and 
Tassiher — are  indicted  for  that  which  until 
recently  was  high  treason,  but  now  is  a  felony. 
I  will  explain  to  you  the  charge  immediately. 
The  charge  is,  that  they  with  others  compassed 
and  intended  to  levy  war  against  the  Queen  and 
her  government  by  force,  to  compel  her  to 
chan^  her  measures,  and  that  in  evidence  of 
that  mtention  they  did  one  or  more  (but  one  is 
enough)  of  the  several  acts  stated  upon  the 
indictment 

There  is  likewise  a  further  charge  that  they 
compassed  to  deprive  Her  Majesty  of  her  title 
of  Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  it  is 
stated  in  the  indictment  that  they  did  some  acts 
for  that  purpose.  The  acts  are  that  they  com- 
bined to  make  insurrections  and  tumults,  and 
by  inflammatory  speeches  and  discourses  to 
instigate  each  other  to  insurrection.  With 
respect  to  the  speeches  I  may  at  once  relieve 
you.  I  shall  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  so 
far  back  as  to  give  rise  to  any  discussion  upon 
that  matter.  I^condly,  that  they  became  mem- 
bers of  unlawful,  secret,  and  dangerous  societies. 
Thirdly,  that  they  assembled  for  the  purpose  of 
being  trained  and  of  training.  And  fourthly, 
that  they  procured  laige  quantities  of  guns, 
pikes,  and  ammunition.  And  as  my  lord  will 
tell  you,  if  eith«r  of  these  overt  acts  is  estab- 
lished, and  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  intent  is 
made  out  as  is  charged  in  the  indictment,  the 
parties  will  be  guilty  of  the  offence.  And  for 
the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  allegation  of 
levying  war,  it  will  not  be  necessary  you  should 
be  of  opinion  that  persons  were  assembled  in 
martial  array.  If  they  are  rising  in  numbers 
with  arms,  that  is  a  sufficient  levying  of  war } 
and  if  you  shall  be  of  opinion  that  they  did  anv 
of  the  acts  mentioned  in  the  indictment,  that  is 
to  say,  if  they  were  members  of  illegal  oom- 


(a)  Ratclifi^  was  reprieved,  and  transported 
80Ui  April  1852.  He  received  a  conditional 
pardon,  March  28th,  1859,  but  was  not  allowed 
to  return  to  this  country,  in  spite  of  repeated 
efforts  made  on  his  behalf,  as  the  murder  ibr 
which  he  was  sentenced  was  not  recognised  as  a 
political  offence.  In  1889  the  Home  Office  re- 
ceived a  notification  of  his  decease  in  the  State 
of  lllmois,  U.S.A. 


binations,  if  they  proeoied  «rait,  if  they  created 
a  rising  with  intent  to  levy  war,  that  is,  to  rise 
in  tumult  to  constrain  Her  Majesty  to  change 
her  measures,  the  defendants,  will  be  guilty  of 
this  felony. 

With  respect  to  the  first  intent,  my  notion  of 
it  is  this — and  I  think  it  will  be  proved  in* 
evidence— if  you  shall  think  that  they  intended 
by  force  to  obtain  the  charter,  that  would  of 
course  be  an  alteration  of  the  constitotion  of 
this  country. 

Aldbrson,  B.  :  Any  general  purpose  per- 
vading the  whole  county. 

Attorn^' Oenerai :  If  you  think  upon  the 
second,  as  to  which  possibly  there  may  not  be 
as  much  evidence  as  in  the  other,  that  part  of 
their  desires  was  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the 
Union  by  force,  that  would  be  to  depose  the 
Queen  of  part  of  her  royal  title,  and  would 
come  under  the  first  count  as  well  as  the  second. 

It  is  now  unfortunately  almost  a  matter  of 
history  that  for  some  time  before  the  month  of 
August  last  many  persons  had  associated  them  - 
selves  aad  organized  the  conniry  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exciting  violence  and  turbulence,  and  of 
obtaining — as  they  unfortunately  supposed  thej 
should— the  charter  b^  force.  I  deeply  regret 
that  any  of  those  designing  persons  who  have 
led  on  their  poor  dupes  to  destruction  have  not 
been  brought  to  trial  for  those  principal  charges. 
But  the  matter  having  got  to  a  considerable 
height  in  the  town  of  Ashton-nnder-Lyne,  the 
organization  was  most  extensive,  so  moch  so,~ 
that  for  a  length  of  time  before  the  14th  of 
August  the  districts  had  been  divided.  National 
Ouards  had  been  appointed — MUligan  wm 
selected  as  the  colonel  of  the  district  ^captains 
were  appointed— of  whom  Constantine  and 
some  other  parties  were  some,  having  lien- 
tenants  and  corporals  under  them.  The  organi- 
zation was  so  perfect  that  the;y  thought  it  was 
in  their  power  at  any  moment  to  have  the  town 
under  their  control  and  to  effect  a  general  rising. 

The  14th  of  August  was  the  day  selected  for 
the  rising  in  t£it  neighbourhood,  and  at 
Ashton,  Hyde,  Dukinfielo,  and  placMse  in  the 
neighbourhood,  the  rising  was  generaL  It  was 
divided  at  Ashton  into  two  parties— one  was  to 
meet  upon  the  Mossley  Road  for  the  purpoae 
of  obstructing  the  interference  of  the  militaiy. 
[The  Attorney  -  General  again  described  the 
circumstances  of  Police  -  constable  Brighfi 
murder.] 

Now  there  is  no  doubt  that  Bright  was 
cruelly  murdered  upon  that  night,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  in  point  of  law  all  the  persons 
who  were  there  standing  were  guilty  of  murder. 
And  there  is  no  doubt,  though  there  may  be  a 
difficult  question  in  the  determination  of  a 
common  object,  that  all  those  who  were  ont 
that  night  with  arms  are  guilty  of  the  fekmy 
charged  in  this  indictment.  Why  then  have  I 
made  a  selection  of  some  of  them  only  f  I  have 
done  it  for  this  purpose,  because  I  believe— and 
that  is  the  reason  I  have  set  Se/tom  hj,  for 
upon  that  matter  it  was  not  certain  as  to  him— 
I  believe  that  I  have  got  in  this  indictment,  widi 
the  exception  of  Sigley  and  BatcUffe,  the  seven 
men  who  were  round  Bright  npon  the  oocaaioo 
of  this  murder ;  and  if  that  be  §0,  it  was  aj 
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daty,  making  that  Beleetion  as  the  facts  dearly 
make  a  distmction,  to  proceed  against  these 
persons  more  criminaUy  for  the  felony  I  have 
now  charged  against  them. 

Daring  the  eyidenoe  for  the  Crown,  Atkinson 
stated  that  the  prisoners  would  withdraw  their 
pleas  and  plead  guilty. 

Skntinob. 
Aldbbsoit,  B.  :  Prisoners  at  the  bar,  you 
have  thought  fit  to  plead  guilty  after  a  good 
deal  of  investigation  has  taken  place  into  this 
onhappy  case,  and  I  do  not  know,  judging  from 
tlie  depositions  and  judging  from  the  matters 
which  have  come  before  me,  not  merely  to-day, 
but  most  unfortunately  and  unhappily  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  last,  that  you  can  be  said  to  have 
lost  any  advantage  whatever — perhaps  you  may 
have  done  some  good  to  yourselves  by  the  plea 
which  you  have  made  to-day.  That  good,  if  it 
be  an^  good  at  all,  will  come  to  you  from  the 
contntion  which  you  have  shown,  and  must 
come  to  you  from  the  Government  of  the 
country  itself.  It  cannot  come  to  you  from  me. 
I  am  here  as  the  minister  of  the  law  uppointed 
to  do  my  duty  between  you  and  the  country, 
and  I  should  very  ill  discharge  my  duty  if  I 
did  not  pass  upon  some  of  you  at  least  a  very 
severe  sentence.  You  must  therefore  abide  a 
severe  punishment  for  your  guilt,  and  I  cannot 
but  perceive  that  four  at  least  of  vou  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  murder  of  the  unfortunate 
man  BHght  You  were  all  there— you,  Con- 
tiantine,  were  the  one  that  took  him  by  the  arm 
and  led  him  down  to  the  place  where  he  was 
killed.  You,  Kenworthy,  were  there  with  [a 
gun,  though  I  do  not  believe  that  it  was  your 
gun  that  was  fired  and  killed  him.  I  believe, 
indeed  I  have  no  doubt,  that  it  was  the  gun  of 
Samuel  Sigley,  You,  James  Stott,  were  there 
with  a  pike,  and  so  were  you,  Thomas  Tassiker; 
yon  unfortunately  used  yours,  because  that 
last  witness  that  was  examined  upon  behalf  of 
the  prisoner  on  Saturday  morning  told  us  that 
the  man  who  piked,  who  he  said  was  not 
Ratcliffey  was  very  well  distinguished  by  him  as 
having  large  whiskers  which  met  under  his 
chin,  and  it  was  proved  that  on  that  occasion 
you  had  large  whiskers  meeting  under  your  chin— 
that  your  hands  were  bloody  when  you  came  from 
the  place  in  question,  and  that  you  shaved  off 
the  whiskers  in  order  to  avoid  detection.  Much, 
therefore,  have  you  to  answer  for.  Indeed,  if 
that  evidence  had  come  before  us  on  the  trial 
for  murder  last  Friday  and  Saturday,  your  life 
would  have  been  in  great  and  dangerous  peril 
indeed.  You,  Constantine,  did  nothing  which 
saved  you,  but  any  overt  act  such  as  the  piking 
of  a  man  would  probably  have  induced  the  jury 
to  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not 
only  your  body  which  was  present  at  the  time 
the  murder  was  committed,  but  that  your  mind 
was  consenting  to  the  act  of  the  actual  murders 
themselvea. 

Upon  all  and  each  of  you,  however,  the  same 
sentence  will  be  passed,  and  that  b  that  you  be 
transported  for  life,  (a) 


(a)  These  prisoners  were  transported  8th  Au- 
gust 1849,  and  received  a  free  pardon  19th  May 
1866. 


I  shall  make  a  distinction  between  you,  Jona^ 
than  Walker,  and  you,  John  Napoleon  Se/lon, 
upon  the  ground— that  broad,  clear,  and  distinct 
ffround — Uiat  your  hands  were  not  stained  with 
the  suspicion  of  blood.  I  wish  to  make  a  broad 
line  of  distinction  between  you,  therefore  the 
sentence  of  the  Court  between  you  and  each  of 
you  is  that  you  be  transported  for  ten  years. 

In  re  Lord  Harley.  Jan.  1,  1849.— This 
was  an  application  to  Mr.  Baron  Vlltt  in 
Chambers,  on  behalf  of  the  Hon.  Alfred 
Harley,  commonly  called  Lord  Harley^  who 
was  detained  in  the  Queen's  Prison,  for  his 
discharge  by  reason  of  his  succession  to  the 
earldom  of  Oxford  on  the  death  of  his  father. 
Evidence  of  his  succession  having  been  given, 
it  was  submitted,  on  behalf  of  the  creditors, 
that  a  peer  was  not  entitled  to  his  privileges 
until  he  had  taken  the  prescribed  oaths. 

Plait,  B.,  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  peer 
was  privileged  before  he  had  taken  the  oaths, 
but  adjourned  the  case  to  allow  counsel  to  ap- 
pear for  the  creditors.  Later  in  the  day  counsel 
attended,  and  admitted  that  he  could  not  cite 
cases  to  the  effect  that  a  peer  was  not  privi- 
ledged  until  he  had  taken  lus  seat.  Platt,  B., 
made  an  order  for  Lord  Harley*s  discharge. 

In  re  Mercy  Catherine  Newton,  May  24th, 
1849.  Habeas  Corpus. — Proceedings  on  a  rule 
to  show  cause  why  a  writ  of  habeas  cotpus 
should  not  issue  to  bring  up  to  be  discharged  a 
prisoner.  Beported  in  18  L.  J.  Q.  B.  299  and  in 
18  Q.  B.  716,  where  the  headnote  is  as  fol- 
lows:— A  prisoner  committed  by  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  murder  was  indicted  at  the  assizes, 
pleaded  Not  Guilty,  and  was  given  in  charge  to 
a  jury.  The  jury,  after  hearing  the  evidence 
and  the  summing  up,  retired  at  two  in  the  after- 
noon and  remamed  in  deliberation  all  night. 
Next  day,  being  brought  into  Court,  they  stated 
that  they  had  not  agreed,  and  were  not  likely  to 
agree,  on  their  verdict.  The  other  business  of 
the  assize  for  that  county  was  over,  and  the 
judge's  duty  called  him  to  the  next  assise  town. 
Hedischarged  the  jury  and  remanded  the  prisoner. 
On  motion  for  a  habeas  corpus  at  conmion  law, 
held  that,  whether  the  judge  was  or  was  not 
justified  in  discharging  the  jury,  the  discharge 
was  not  equivalent  to  an  acquittal,  and  the 
prisoner  was  properly  detained  in  custody  under 
the  original  commitment.  But  held,  also,  that 
the  judge  acted  rightly  in  dischargmg  the 
jury.Ca)  ^ 

Reg.  T.  Hamilton,  June  14,  1849.  At  the 
Central  Criminal  Court,  before  Wildb,  C.J.,  (6) 
CoLBBiDOB,  J.,  anA  Bolfb,  B.,(c)  the  prisoner 
pleaded  guilty  to  an  indictment  under  5  &  6  Vict. 
c.  51.  for  presenting  and  discharging  a  pistol 
loaded  with  gunpowder  at  the  Queen.  Wiu)B, 
C.J.,  pronounced  sentence  as  follows: — 

William  Mtamlton,  you  have  pleaded  "guilty  " 
to  the  offence,  as  described  in  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament, 5  &  6  Vict,  c  51.,  of  having  presented 


(a)  See  Winsor  v.  Beg.  L.B.  1  QJB.  289, 
890;  85  L.J.  M.C.  121,  161 ;  Beg.  v.  Charles- 
worth,  1  B.  ft  8.  460 ;  81  LJ.  M.C.  25. 

(6)  Afterwards  Lord  Tmro,  L.C. 

(e)  Afterwards  Lord  Cranworth*  L.C. 
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at  and  near  Her  Majesty  a  pistol  loaded  with 
gunpowder,  and  with  having  discharged  that 
pistol  with  intent  to  alarm  Her  Majestj. 

That  is  the  offence  to  which  joa  have  pleaded 
"  guilty/*  and  however  desirahle  it  may  he  upon 
Botne  occasions  that  the  circumstances  attending 
a  charge  against  a  prisoner  should  be  distinctly 
and  openly  stated  in  Court,  yet  your  case  is  so 
simple  and  so  clear  that  it  is  not  at  all  an  in- 
convenient circumstance  that  you  should  have 
pleaded  "  guilty/' 

The  facts  are  very  simple.  It  appears  that 
you  came  from  Ireland ;  that  you  worked  as  a 
bricklayer's  labourer  in  this  couutry  for  some 
time;  that  you  went  to  France  for  a  short 
period  and  returned,  being  supported  after  your 
return  by  two  women  at  me  house  at  which  you 
lodge,  they  supplying  you  with  victuals,  and 
allowing  you  to  live  in  an  empty  room,  and  you 
going  on  their  errands ;  that  on  the  day  in 
question  you  borrowed  a  pistol  from  one  of  those 
women — the  landlady ;  that  you  procured  gun- 
powder from  a  child ;  that  you  loaded  the  pistol 
and  walked  out,  declining  to  let  the  child  go 
with  you ;  that  you  went  to  the  Green  Park  and 
there  waited  for  Her  Majesty,  making  some 
inquiry  about  her.  Upon  her  approach  you 
raised  and  presented  the  pistol,  and  discharged 
it.  These  facts  are  proved  by  several  wit- 
nesses, and  the  case  is  therefore  perfectly  clear 
and  simple,  and  the  offence  to  which  you  have 
pleaded  **  guilty "  is  that  of  having  offered  a 
gross  insult  to  Her  Majesty. 

There  is  no  ground  whatever  to  suspect  that 
you  intended  any  personal  injury  to  the  Queen. 
The  pistol  which  you  used  was  one  hardly  cap- 
able of  doing  mischief.  Tour  manner  of  load- 
ing  it  showed,  I  think,  that  you  did  not  intend 
to  do  any  serious  mischief  with  it.  The  report 
made  by  the  pistol  when  discharged  satisfied  the 
witnesses— some  of  whom  are  peculiarly  well 
competent  to  judge — ^that  that  pistol  was  only 
loaded  with  powder;  the  report  was  of  a  de- 
scription that  those  accustomed  to  firearms 
could  well  ascertain  whether  it  was  loaded  with 
ball  or  not  Vour  manner  of  loading  it,  by 
ramming  it  down — it  being  a  pistol  in  which  the 
ball  would  be  introduced  in  another  and  dif- 
ferent manner-  and  its  report,  leave  no  manner 
of  doubt  whatever  that  you  are  free  from  the  guilt 
of  having  intended  any  personal  injury  to  Her 
Majesty.  It  also  appears  that  you  had  no  asso- 
ciates ;  that  your  act  was  an  individual  act, 
that  of  having  offered  a  gross  insult  to  Her 
Majesty  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  alarm. 

To  present  a  loaded  pistol  at  any  individual 
and  discharge  it,  though  i^t  loaded  with  bail, 
and  unaccompanied  with  any  intention  to  do 
bodily  harm,  is  a  most  unjustifiable  act  But 
when  that  is  done  at  the  person  of  the  Sove- 
reign it  becomes  an  aggravated  oflfence.  It  is 
offering  an  insult  where  reverence  and  honour 
are  peculiarly  due.  It  was  an  outrage  to  public 
f eehog,  and  exciting  great  alarm  undl  the  oir- 
cumitances  became  generally  known  which  gave 
assurance  of  Her  Majesty's  personal  safety. 

The  offence,  therefore,  is  one  of  a  serious 
nature,  your  motives  it  is  very  difficult  to  dis- 


cern. The  only  one  upon  which  we  can  reky 
with  any  degree  of  confidence  is  that  you  have 
acted  from  an  unfortunate  desire  for  notoriety, 
and  to  become  an  object  of  public  attention  by 
having  produced  great  alarm,  though  but  for  a 
short  period,  and  without  any  r^  mischief 
being  done. 

Her  Majesty  may  be  perfectly  safe,  from  her 
personal  character  and  from  the  affection  which 
her  subjects  entertain  towards  her,  from  any 
personal  danger.  But  the  habit  in  which  Her 
Majesty  has  peculiarly  indulged  of  gratifying  her 
subjects  by  appearing  in  public  is  not  to  be  re- 
strained in  any  respect  by  the  fear  of  insult  being 
offered  to  her  when  she  does  so  appear.  Pro- 
tection, therefore,  must  be  affoided  to  Her 
Majesty  from  apprehension  of  insult,  and  the 
public  must  not  be  deprived  of  that  wholesome 
and  useful  gratification  which  results  from  their 
being  indulged  with  a  sight  of  their  Sovereign. 

As,  therefore,  a  desire  for  personal  notoriety 
is  the  only  motive  which  one  can  discover  for 
your  offence,  and  as  it  is  highly  important  thai 
persons  likely  to  be  influenced  by  the  same 
motive  should  learn  that  the  notoriety  is  Tery 
short-lived,  and  is  sure  to  be  followed  by  serious 
degradation  and  suffering,  the  sentence  of  the 
Court  upon  you  for  this  offence  is — ^in  order 
that  you  may  be  removed,  and  that  others  may 
know  that  they  will  not  long  remain  to  enjoy 
the  notoriety  which  they  might  so  nnlawfolly 
and  so  unjustifiably  seek— tmit  you  be  trans- 
ported for  the  term  of  seven  years. 

In  re  Belson,  Jan.  24,  1850.  This  was  a 
petition  to  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  presented 
by  Frederick  Beleon,  complaining  that  the 
Koyal  Court  of  J^sey  had  refused  to  register 
a  writ  of  Habeoi  Corpue  made  by  the  vioo- 
Chancellor  of  England,  and  two  warrants  issued 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor.  It  is  reported  in 
7  Moo.  P.  C.  114,  where  part  of  the  headnote  is 
as  follows : — 

**  The  Court  of  Chanoeiy  in  Ey^g^n^  has  by  tta 
Common  Law  jurisdiction  authority  as  general 
as  the  Conmion  Law  Courts  hare  to  issue  a 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  can  issue  such  a 
writ  in  the  vacation.(a) 

"  A  writ  of  HabeoM  Corpus  ad  sMicUmdum^ 
issued  under  the  fiat  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Vioe-Chahcellor 
of  England,  made  in  a  cause  in  Chancery  in 
England,  to  bring  up  the  bodies  of  infant  wards 
of  Court,  is  a  common  law  prerogative  writ, 
which  runs  into  the  Inland  of  Jersey,  and  the 
Royal  Court  of  that  island  is  bound  to  register 
a  warrant  of  attachment  ibr  a  contempt  of  such 
writ,  and  to  aid  its  execution  whhin  the 
island."(6) 

(a)  Cf.  Ex  parte  Widermann,  14  L.T.  7l»| 
12  Jur.  N.S.  586,  an  extradition  case,  in  which 
the  Lord  Chancellor  granted  a  writ  after  it  had 
been  refused  bv  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench. 

(6>  In  re  the  States  of  Jersey,  9  Moo.  P.C. 
185;  15  Moo.  P.C.  195;  /n  re  the  Jersey 
Jurats,  L.B.  1  P.C.  94;  Lacloche  v.  Lacloeke, 
L.B.  8  P.C.  125,  and  4  P.C.  825. 
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of  the  Two  Sicilies  y.  Willcox-  1049 

CBAUFUBD  (JAMES)  (AFTEB- 
WABDS LOBD  ABDMIL- 

L  A  yy— Counsel  in  Reg.  y. 
Cvmmina,  Reg.  y.  Grant,  Ban- 
ken,  and  Hamilton        -        402, 607 

speech  for  the  prosecution  -  -     642 

CBAWFOBD— /» re  •^oJbi      .  .    961 

CBESSWELL,  J.-Seei?^.  y.  Smith 

0*Britn,  Reg.  y.  Alanning  376, 1029 

CBOMPTON  (AFTEBWABDS  A 
JUSTICE  OF  OJB.)— Counsel 
in  Reg.  y.  O^Donmell  and  others     637 


CBOPPEB  (EDWABD  CLABK)- 

Trial  for  seditious  conspiracy 
and  udlawful  assembly.  See 
Reg.  Y.  Rankin  and  others       -     716 

CUDDY  (JOSEPH)— Trialforseditious 
conspiracy.  See  Reg.  y. 
O'Donnell  and  others  -  -     687 

CUFFEY   (WILLIAM) -Trial   for 

treason  felony  -  -  -     467 

speech  before  sentence        -  -  "  478 

CUMMING  (JAMES)— Indicted  for 
treason  felony.  See  Reg.  y. 
Cumming  ...     435 


FAMICO  (SALVADOBE)-Indicted 

for  breach  of  Fore^  En- 
listment Act  See  Reg.  y. 
Granatelii 


-    983 


637 
688 


637 


113 


DEABSLY    (HENBY)— Counsel  in 

Reg.  Y.  O'Donnell  and  others  - 

speech  for  defence  -  -  - 

DELAMEBE  (PETEB  HEBBEBT) 

— Trial  for  seditions  conspiracy. 
See  Reg.  v.  O'Donnell  and 
others   -  -  -  - 

DILLON  (JOHN  BLAEJD-Member 
of  Irish  rcYolutionary  ExecutiYe 
Committee         -  -  - 

— —  speeches     -  -  -        HO,  132 

DOBBYN  (JAMES  STEVENSON) 
—Informer.  EYideoce  in  Reg. 
V.  Smith  O'Brien         -  -     106 

in  Reg.  y.  Meagher    -  -  1096 

DOHENY  (PATBICK)— Member  of 

Irish  Confederation       -         167, 163 

DOHEBTY,  C.J.— See  Reg.  y.  SwUth 
O'Brien,  Reg.  y.  M'Manus, 
Reg.  Y.  Meagher        -  1, 1087, 1092 

sentence  on  prisoners  -  -  1108 

DONOVAN  (DANIED-Trial  for  se- 
ditious conspiracy  and  unlawful 
assembly.  See  Reg.  y.  Rankin 
and  others        ... 

speech        -  -  -  - 

DOWUNG  (WILLIAM)-Trial  for 
treason  felony.  See  Reg.  y. 
Dowling  .  -  - 

—  speech        .  .  .  - 

DUFFY  (CHABLES   GAVAN) - 

Proprietor  and  publisher  of  the 
Nation  newspaper.  Proceedings 
on  four  indictments  against, 
for  treason  felony 

trial  before  Ball,  J.,  and  Lefroy,  B. 

subsequent  career  - 


716 
764 


381 

477 


796 

861 

79611 


ELGEE  (MISS)— Writer  of  articles 
in  Nation  newspaper  prose- 
cuted under  Treason  Felony 
Act    BeeReg.T.Dt^       886,889 

refiuenoe  to,  during  trial,  ocoanons 

interruption      •  .  -     948 
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EBLE,  J.  (AFTEBWABDS  C  J.  OF 

C.P.)— See  Beg.  t.  Smith 
0*Bnen,  Reg.v,  DowUng,  Reg. 
T.  (yVonneU  and  others.  In  re 
John  Crawfordf  Gorham  v. 
The  Biehop  of  Exeter  -  .    375, 

381,637,961,1071 

—  sommiiig  up  in  Reg.  v.  Dowling     -     460 
Beg.  T.  (yDonmeU  and  other*'     703 

—  judgment  on  motion  in  arrest  of 

judgment  -  -  -     708 

—  judgment  in  In  re  John  Crawford  -     970 

EBSKINE  —  His  speech  for  Home 
Toohe   -  -  .  . 


tll88 


EZETES  (BISHOP  0F)-See  Gor- 
ham  V.  The  Bishop  <if  Exeter  - 


010 
1071 


FAT  (THOKAS)— Trial  for  treason 
felony.  See  Reg.  v.  Cuffeg  and 
others   -  -  -  -     457 

—  speech        ....     ^77 

FITZOEEALD  (FRANaS)  (AF- 
TEBWABDS A  BABON  OF 
THE  EXCHEaUEB)— Coun- 
sel in  Reg.  y.  Smith  O'Brien  15,  336 

FOX  (CHABLES  JAHES)-On  the 

right  of  resistance         -  •     568 


GOBHAH  (BEV.  GEOBOE  C.)-See 
Oorham  v.  The  Bishop  of 
Exeter  ....  1071 

GBAHAKE  (ABCHIBAIiD)-Ck>un. 

sel  in  Reg.  y.  Cumming,  Reg. 

Y.Orant,  Ranhen,  and  Hamilton 

498, 507 
GBANATELLI  (PBINCE)  ~  Trial 

under  Foreign  Enlistment  Act. 

See  Reg.  y.  OranaieUi '  -     970 

— —  defendant  in  King  of  Two  Sicilies 

T.  Willcox        ...  1049 


HATCHELL  (BIOKT  HON.  J.),  S.G. 
(AFTEBWABDS  A.G.  IB.) 

—Counsel  in  Reg.  v.  Smith 
O'Brien,  Beg.  v.  Duffy,  Reg. 
y.  Meagher        -        ^  15,  7^7, 1092 

reply  in  Reg.  v.  Smith  O'Brien     -     276 

Reg.  y.  Duffy  -  -     040 

HOLHES    (BOBEBT)^— Counsel   in 

Reg.  y.  Duffy  -  -  -     797 

HOPE  (LOBD  JUSTICE^ILEBK) 

See  Reg.  y.  Cumming,  Reg.  y. 

Orant,  Ranhen,  and^MamUton 

485,507 

opinion  in  Reg.  y.  Cumming  -     498 

cha^e  to  jury  m  Rea.  y.  Orant, 

Ranhen,  and  Hamilton 


— —  opinion  on  objection^to  yerdict 

HOPPEB  (BOBEBT)— Trial  for  sedi- 
tious conspiracy.  See  Reg.  t. 
0*Donnell  and  others- 

HOULDEN— See  Houlden  y.  Smithy - 

HTmDLESTON  (JOHN  WALTEB) 
(AFTEBWABDS  A 
BABON  OF  THE  EX- 
GHEftUEB)  —  Counsel  in 
Reg.  y.  Cuffey  and  others 

HUKE  (BABON)— On  sedition.  See 
^'  y>   Grant,    Ranhen^  and 


582 
590 

637 
1039 


-    467 


Hamilton 


577, 604^  627 


OBANT  (JOHN)— Trial  for  conspiracy 
and  sedition.  See  Reg.  y. 
Grant,  Ranhen,  and  HamiUon- 

GBAT  (DB.  JOHN)— Evidence  for 
the  defence  in  Reg,  v.  Smith 
O'Brien  -  - 

OB0C0TT.(WILIiIAM)-Trial    for 

seditious  conspiracy  and  unlaw- 
ful assembly.  See  Reg.  y.  Ran- 
kin and  others  - 


607 


-    259 


-    716 


507 


HAULTON  (BOBEBT)— Trial  for 

conspiracy  and  sedition.  See 
Reg.  y.  Grant,  Ranhen,  and 
Hamilton 

HAULTON  (WILLIAID-Trial  for 

presenting  and  discharging 
loaded  pistol  at  the  Queen        •    USO 

HABLET  (IiOBD)-See  In  re  Lord 
^ariey-  ... 


JACKSON,  J.— See  Reg.  y.  Di^       .     960 

JAKES  (EDWABD)— Counsel  in 
Beg.  V.  O'Donnett  and  others, 
Reg.  y.  Rankin  and  others    637,715 

— •  speech  for  defence  in  Reg.  v. 
O'DonneU 


—  speech  for  defence  in  Reg.  v.  Ran- 
kin  and  others  -  .  . 


687 
761 


JEBVIS^    (SIB    JOHN),     AA 

CmEBWABDS  CJ.    OT 

C.P.)— Counsel  in  Reg.  y. 
Smith  O'Brien,  Reg.  y.  Dow- 
ning, Reg.  y.  Ch^ey  and  others, 
Reg.  y.  O'DonneU,  Reg.  y. 
Ranhn,  In  re  Bedard,  Reg.  y. 
Manning,  Reg.  y.  Mullins,  Reg. 
V.  Ralph,  Reg.  y.  Ratcl^e, 
Reg.  y.  Constantino  and  others 

375,  38L  467.  637,  715, 975. 
1029,lilO,iU8,y8;JS2i 

opening  speech  in  Reg.  y.  Dowling     388 

Teplj  in  Reg.  y.  Dowling   - 

openiiur  speech  in  Reg.  y.  O'Don- 

reply  in  Reg.  y.  O'DonneU 

opening  speech  in  Reg.  y.  Rankin  - 

reply  in  Reg.  v,  Rankin     - 

opening  speech  in  iJ«^.  ▼.  i?a//)A    - 

— — in  Reg.  y,  RatcHfe    . 

1129    ,— -  in  Hjy.  y.  Omstawtim 


456 


642 
700 
717 
781 
1118 
1123 
U27 
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KELLT  (SIB  FITZBOT)  (AFTEE- 
WARDS     LORD    CHIEF 

BARON)— Counsel  in  Beg.  t. 
Smith  &Brien,  Reg,  y.  GranO' 
teUi,  Gorham  y.  The  Bi»hop  of 
Exeter    -  -        376,983,1071 

—  speech   for    defence    in    Beg,  y. 

GranateOi         .  -  -  1019 

KEIfEALT    (EDWARD)  —  Ck>nnsel 

in  Beg,  y.  Dowling       -  -     381 

—»- speech  for  defence  -  -     430 

ENOWLES  (C.  J.),  (LC. --Counsel  in 
Beg.  y.  O'Donnell  and  othere, 
Beg,  y.  Banhin  and  others     637»  716 

lACT  (WILLIAll)— Trial  for  treason 
felony.  See  Beg,  y.  Cuffeg  and 
others   ....     467 

^eech        ....    478 

LAFATETTE—- Reference     to.      See 

Beg,  y.  Duffy  -  -  -     931 

LAHODALE   (LORD)-^    In   re 

Bedard  •  -  -     973 

LAVSDOWNE    (LORD) -Reference 

to.    See  Beg,  Y,  Duffg  ^      926,926, 

968n 

LEACH  (JAKES)— Trial  for  seditious 
conspiracy  and  unlawful  assem- 
bly. See  Beg.  y.  Bankin  and 
others   ...  -     715 

LEFROT,  B.— See  Beg.  v.  Dujfy        -     796 

—  statement  as  to  religion  of ;  jurors 

on  panel  ...     363 

LEIGH  (PEMBEBTON)  (AFTEB< 
WABDS  LOBD  HINOS- 
DOWK)— See  In  re  Bedard  -     973 

LOaAH  (ALEXAKDEB  S.)-Coun. 
sel  in  Beg.  y.  Cumming,  Bea.  y. 
Grant,  Banhen,  and  Hamilton 

492,608 

—  speech  for  the  defence  in  Beg.  y. 

Grant  and  othere         -  -     673 

LOBDCEB  (JAJCBS)— Counsel  in  Beg. 
y.  Grant,  Banhen,  and  Haml- 
ton       ^  -  '  '     608 

LUSHnfOTON    (DB.)-See    In 
Bedard 


LTHCH  (AFTEBWABDS  JUDGE 
OF  IHSOLYEKCT  COUBT, 

IB.)— Counsel  iniie^.y.  Smith 
O'Brien 

LTHDHUBST  (LOBD)-See  Beg. 
T.  Smith  O'Brien 

— —  judgment  on  writ  of  error  - 

KACKAT— Chartist  agitator,  ''briga- 
dier general."  See  Beg.  y. 
Grant,  Banhen,  and  Hamuton  - 

MACKEKZIE  (LOBD)— See  Beg,  y. 


973 


16 

376 
878 


607 


Cumming,  Beg,  t.  Grant, 

km,  emdHamiUon  486,  607 

601t6U 


I* 


MANNING  (FBBDEBICK 
GEOBGE)— See  Beg.  y.  Man* 
ning      ....   1089 

MANNING  (MABIA)-See  Beg.  r. 

Manning  -  -  -        tfr. 

MANTLE     (GEOBGE)  —  Chartist. 

Trial  for  seditious  conspiracy    -  1116 

MABTIN  (SAMUEL),  aC.  (AF> 
TEBWABDS  A  BABON  OF 
THE  EZCHEaUEB)- 
Counsel  in  Beg.  y.  GranateUi  -     083 

MATHEW  (BET.  THEOBALD)- 
Witness  for  the  defence.  Beg. 
y.  Duffy  -  -     996 

MAULE,  J.— See  Beg.  t.  GranateUi, 

Beg.  y.  MvUins  -       979, 1110 

—  on  the  eyidenoe  of  accomplices  and 

spies     -  -  -  -   lUO 

MAUNSELL  (DB.)— Witness  for  the 

defence  in  Beg.  y.  Duffy         -     086 

M'COBMACK   (WIDOW)-Eyid«K)e 

as  to  attack  on  police  in  her 
house.  See  Beg.  y.  Smith 
O'Brien  -  -  -     166 

M'DONOUGH  .  (MICHAEL)-Trial 

for  seditious  conspiracy  and  un- 
lawful assembly.  See  Beg.  r. 
Banhin  and  others       -  -     716 

M'GEE     (THOMAS     D*ABCT)~ 

Elected  on  Irish  reyolntionary 
Bzecntiye  Committee    -  -     US 

—  speeches      -  -  -  -     UQ 
assistant  editor  of  the  Nation        •     038 

MEAGHEB  (THOMAS  FBANCIS) 

— ^Trial  for  high  treason.    See 

Beg.  y.  Meagher  -  -   1098 

speeches  in  Tipperary        -  -    138, 

133,136,138 

speech  before  sentence        -  -   1106 

writ  of  error.    See  O'Brien  y.  Beg.     331 

witness  for  defence  in  Beg.  y.  Duffy     034 

MEDWTN  (LOBD)— See  Beg.  y. 
Cumming,  Beg,  y.  Grant,  Ban- 
hen,  and  Hamilton  486.  607 

— opinions  -  -         603, 681 

MVANUS  (TEBENCE  BBLLEW) 
— Trial  for  high  treason.  Beg. 
y.M'Manus     -  -  -  1087 

-^—  speech  before  sentence       •  -   1106 

writ  of  error.    See  O'Brien  r.  Beg.     331 

See  Beg.  y.  (fDonneU  and  others  -     637 

MONAHAN  (BIGHT  HON.  J.  H.), 
A.G.  IB.  (AFTEBWABDS 
C  J.  OF  C.P.  IB.)— ConMel  m 
Beg.  y  Smith  O'Brien^  Beg.  y. 
Duffy,  Beg.  t.  M* Manns,  Beg. 
y.  ikeagher         16,  797, 1087, 1093 

—  opening  speech  in  Beg.  t.  Smi^ 

OSrim  .  .  .      4B 

^—  opening  speech  in  Beg.  t.  D^fif    •    878 
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MONC&EIFF  (LOBB)— See  Ri 

Cttmmina,  Reg.  t.  Grant, 
ken,  and  Hamilton 


486,507 
opinions     -  -  -       502,633 

MONCBSIFF  ( JAMIK)  (AFTEE- 
WABDS  LOBB  JUSTICE- 

CLEBK)— Counsel  in  Reg,  y. 
Vumming,  Reg,  t.  Grant,  Ran- 
ken,  and  Hamilton        -        492,  507 
.  •^—  speech  for  the  defence  in  Reg.  v. 

Grant  and  others  -     555 

MONSELL  (WILLIAM)  (AFTEB- 
WABDS  LORD  EMLT)- 

Witnefls  for  defence  in  Reg.  t. 
Smith  O'Brien  -  -     267 

MOODT  (JOHN) -Trial  for  breach  of 
Foreign  Enlistment  Act.  See 
Reg.  Y.  Granatelli  and  others   -    083 

^—  defendant  in  King  of  Two  Sicilies 

y.  Willeox        -  -  .  1049 

MOOSE,  X— See  Reg.  v.  Smith 
O'Brien,  Reg.  v.  Duffy,  Reg. 
T.  O'Donohue  -  1,  960, 1091 

judgment  in  O'Brien  v.  Reg.         -      371 

somming  up  in  Reg.  v.  O'Donohue    1091 

MTTLLINS  (GEORGE  BRIDGE)- 

Trial  for  treason  felony  -    lUQ 

MURPHY  ,(EI)WARD>-Trial  for 
seditious  conspiracy.  See  Reg. 
T.  O'  Oonnelt  and  others  -     637 


NAPIER  (JOSEPH),  QXI.  (AFTER- 
WARDS L.C.  IR.)— Coun- 
sel in  Reg.  v.  Smith  O'Brien  345, 375 

in  Reg.  Y.Duffy         -  .     810 

NAPIER  (SIR  WILLIAM)  (MA- 
JOR-GENERAL) —  Witness 
for  the  defence  in  Reg.  v.  Smith 
O'Brien 

produces  letter  from  Lord   Mel- 

bourne's private  secretary  dur- 
ing Reform  agitation    - 

NEWTON      (MERCT      CATHE- 

RINE)— Seein/jire - 

NIXON  (JOHN)— Trial  for  seditious 
oonspiracy  and  unlawful  assem- 
bly. See  Reg.  v.  Rankin  and 
others   -  -  -  - 

—  speech  for  the  defence 

NORRETS  (SIR  DENHAM)— Wit* 

ness  fw  the  defence  in  Reg.  y. 
Smith  O'Brien- 
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O'BBIEN  (WILLIAM  SMITH)- 

Trial   for   high    treason.    See 
Reg.  V.  Smith  O'Brien 

•^—  speech  in  January  1847 
-«->  speech  at  Irish  Confederationt  Feb- 
ruary 1848        .  .  . 

March  15,  1848 

—  April  5       -  -  - 

—  at  Irish  League,  July  19        - 

in  Tipperary 
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869 
77 
86 
02 

138. 


pperary  -  -    uja 

134, 135, 137, 141, 164, 167 


873 

876 
1130 


716 
769 


WSaSS  (JAMSS)-TriiU  for  cedi- 
tioas  conntiraey.  Se«  Rtg.  ▼. 
CyDomuM  and  others - 

O'BBIEH  (SERJEANT)  (APTEB- 
WABDS  A  JUSTICE  OF 
QlB.  IB)-— Comwel  in  R»g.  r. 


866 


637 


797 


— —  speech  and  sentence 
writ  of  error 

O'CONNOB  (PAmiG«).-See  Reg. 

y.  Manning 

ODONNELL  (FBANCIS)— Trial  for 
seditious  conspiracy.  See  Reg, 
y.  O'DonneU  and  others 


330 
331 

-  1029 


-    687 


O'DONOHUE  (PATBICE)— Trial  for 

high  treason      ... 
—  speech  before  sentence 

O'GOBMAN  .(BICHABD)-Member 

of  Irish  revolutionary  Execu 
tive  Committee  - 

O'HAOAN  (JOHN)  (AFTEB 
WABDS  A  JUSTICE  OF 
a.B.nLAND  JUDGE  OF 
THE  IBISH  LAND  COM- 

MISSION)— Counsel  in  Reg. 
y.Duffy 

O'LOHOLEN    (SIB    COLMAN)— 

Counsel    in    Reg.    y.     Smith 
O'Brien,  Reg.  y.  Duffy  16, 346,  797 


1091 
1105 

-    113 


797 


PALMEBSTON  (LOBD)— Conespon- 
dence  with  Sicilian  Envoy  as  to 
breach  of  Poreign  Enlistment 
Act      -  .  .  . 


981 
987 


witness  in  Reg.  y.  Granatelli 

PABEKB.  ( AFTEBWABDS  LOBD 
^^WENSLEYDALE)  -See 

O'Brien  y.  Reg.,  Houlden  y. 

Smith   .  .  .      375,1039 

PABBT  (J.  H.)— Counsel  in  Reg.  y. 

Cuffey    and    others,    Reg.    v. 

Manning,  Reg.  y.  MulHns  -  467, 
1029,  lUO 
PATTESON,  J.— See  Smith   O'Brien 

y.  Reg.,  In  re  John  Crauford, 

Houlden  y.  Smith,  Gorham  y. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  .  -    876 

.    „  961, 1039, 107f 

—  judgment  m  Houiden  v.  Smith       -  lOM 

PEACOCK  (BABNES)  (APTEB- 
WABDS  C.  J^P  BENaUi 
AND  A  MEMBEB  OF  THE 
JUDICIAL  COMMITTEE) 
— Counsel  in  Smith  O'Brien 
V.  Reg.,  In  re  John  Oxnafard 

.876,981 
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PENNBFATHSB,  B.— See  Reg.     . 

Duffy  .  -  -  .795 

PBNNEFATHEB  (BICHABD) 
(HIGH  SHEBIFF  OF  TIP- 

PEBABT)— Bzamination  of, 
as  to  array  at  the  Clonmel 
Special  Ckimmission     -  -       34 

PEBBIK.   X— See    Reg.    t.    Smith 

O'Brien,  Reg.  y.  Du^y  1,  803 

— —  —  Judgment  on  writ  of  error  in 

(y  Brim  y.  Reg.  -  -     369 

Reg.y,  />uj^,  jndgment  on  demurrer     827 

— judgment  of  respondeat  ouster     850 

PIOOT,  C.B.— See  Reg.  v.  Duffy       795,  801 

PIATT,  B.— See  O'Brien  v.  Reg.,  Reg. 
T.   Cuffey  and  others,  Rea.  y. 
Manning,  In  re  Lord  Harley  -    875, 
467,1029,1129 

—  pasaes  sentences  in /te^.y,  CW/fey-     480 
POLLOCK,  C3.— See  Smith  OBrien 

V.  Reg.,  Reg.  y.  Manning  875, 1029 

POLLOCK  (0.  F.)— Counsel  in  Reg.  y. 
ODonneU  and  others,  Reg.  y. 
Ranhin  and  others       -         637,  715 

speeeh  for    defence    in   Reg.  y. 

ODonneU        -  -  .     691 

POWELL  (THOKAS)  —  Informer. 
£yidence  of  Orange  Tree  Con- 
spiracy in  Reg.  y.  Dowling      -     400 

Manle,  J.,  on,  in  Reg.  y.  MvUins  -   UIO 
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1118 


-    607 


-    711 

1128 
1125 


BALPH— Trial  for  seditious  conspiracy 
and  riot  ... 

BANKEK  (HENBT)— Trial  for  con- 
spiracy and  sedition.  See  Reg. 
y.  Grant,  Ranhen,  and  HamU- 
ton        ^  .  . 

BAlfKIN  (THOMAS)— Trial  for  sedi 
tious  conspiracy  and  unlawful 
assembly.  See  Reg,  y.  Ranhin 
and  offiers 

BATCLIFFE  (JOSEPH)— Trial  for 

wilftil  murder    -  .  . 

—  sentence,  t6.  -  -  . 

BEILLT  (DEVnO— Member  of  Irish 
Beyolutionary  Executiye  Com- 
mittee -  -  .  66,  U8 

BITH0LD8  (DB.  LAWBEHCE)- 
Indictedfor  seditious  conroiracy. 
See  Reg.  y.  ODonneU  and 
others.  See  also  Reg.  y.  Ran- 
hin and  others  -  -         687, 711 

— »  extravagant  speeches  -        665,  668 

BICHABDS,B.— Seei7<^.T.i>i^    -    803 

—  judgment  on  demurrer       •  •    835 

BITCHIE  (JOSEPH)— Indicted  for 
treason  felony.  See  Reg.  y. 
Ct^ffey  and  others 

sentence     -  -  -  - 

BOCHE  (SIB  DATID)— Witness  for 
defenoe  in  Reg,  ▼•  Smith 
OBrien  ... 


488 

ib. 


865 


BOLFE,B. 

See  Cbakwobth  (Lobd),  V.C. 

BOLT    (AFTEBWABDS  LJ.   OF 

APPEAL)— Counsel  in   King 
qf  Two  Sicilies  y.  WiUeox 

BOICILLT  (SIB  JOHN),  S.O. 
(AFTEBWABDS  LOBD 
BOIOLLT,  M.B.)— Counsel 
in  In  re  Beditrd 

BUSSELL  (LOBD  JOHN)— Befer- 
ences  to.  See  Reg.  y.  Smith 
OBrien,  Reg.  y.  Mantle 


1049 


976 

-   281. 

222, 1117 

BTTTHEBFTTBD  (LOBD  ADVO- 
CATE) (AFTEBWABDS 
LOBD  BVTHEBFUBD)— 
Counsel  in  Reg  y.  Cumming, 
Reg.  y.  Cfrant,  Ranhen,  and 
Hamaton  -  -492,607 

SCALIA'fdiOUIS)— Trial  for  breach 
of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act. 
See  Reg.  y.  GranateUi* 


983 
1049 


— ^  defendant  in  King  of  Two  Sicilies 
y.  Willcox 

SEOAB  (B.)-Coun8el  in  OBrien  y. 
Reg.,  Reg.  y.  O'DonneU  and 
others   -  .  -        875,687 

—  speech   for    defence    in    Reg.    y. 

ODonneU        ...     687 

SHADWELL,     Y.C.— Judgment     in 

King  of  Two  SicUiesv.  WiUeox  1061 

SICILIES,   KINO   OF  TWO-See 

Reg,   y.    OranatelH,  King   of 
Two  SicUies  y.  WOlcox^      984, 1049 

SHITH    (J.  0.    STAPTLTOH)- 

County    Court    Judge.       See 
Houlden  y.  SmUh         -  -  1089 

SHTTH.  (OEOBOE)— Trial  for  sedi- 
tious oouBpiraoy.  See  Reg,  y. 
O^DonneU  and  others  -  -     637 

SOHEBS  (][ATTHEW)-Trial  for 
seditious  conspiracy.  See  Reg. 
y.  O'DonneU  and  others  -       ib, 

STEVENS  (JAMES)— Fenian  Head 

Centre-  -  -  -     141 

STOTT  (JAICBS)- Trial  for  treason 
felony.  See  Reg.  y.  Cbfutan- 
tine  and  others '  -  -   1127 


TA8SAKEB  (TH01[AS)-Trial  for 
treason  felony.  See  Reg.  y, 
Constantine  and  others 

THESIOEB  (Snt  F.),  (AFTEB- 
WABDS LOBD  CHELXS- 
FOBD,  L.C.)— Counsel  in  Reg, 
y.  Granat^i    •  .  . 

—— opening  speech       -  -  . 

TOBBENB,  J.-See  Reg,  y.  Duffy      - 

TBANT  (THOKAS)— Sub-Inspector 
of  Police.  Evidence  as  to  attack 
on  Widow  M'Connack's  house. 
Reg.  ▼.  Smia  OBr^n,  Ri 


ib. 


984 
796 


1089 
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WALKEB  ( JONATHAID-Trial  Ibr 

treason  felony.  See  Reg,  v. 
CcnstanHne  and  others  -  -  1127 

WELSBT  (W.  W.)— Counsel  in  Beg. 
V.  Smith  O'Brien^  Beg.  v.  Dow- 
Img,  Beg,  v.  Cuffey  and  others^ 
Beg.  y.  0*J)onnell  and  others, 
Beg,  V.  Bankin  and  others  375«  381t 
467, 637,  716 

WBST  (JOHN)— 'I'nAl  ^or  seditions 
conspiracy  and  nnlawfol  assem^ 
bly.  See  Beg,  y,  Banhin  and 
others   -  -  -  -     715 

—  speech  for  the  defence        -  -     766 

WHITE  (GEORGE)— Trial  for  sedi- 
tious conspiracy  and  unlawful 
assembly.  See  Beg.  y.  Bankin 
and  others        -  -  -     715 

—  speech  for  the  defence        -  -     768 

WHITESIDE  (JAICES),  0.0.  (AF- 
TERWARDS L.C.J.  IR.)- 

Counsel  in  Beg,  y.  Smith 
0*Brien,  Beg,  y.  Duffy,  Beg, 
y.  Meagher        -  16,797,1093 

-^-  speech  for  the  defence  in  Beg.  y. 

Smith  O'Brien  -  -     203 

— in  Beg.  v,  Meagher    -  -  1098 


WIOHTMAH,  J.— See  Smith  aSrien 
y.  Beg.,  HouLden  y.  Smith,  Gor- 
ham  y.  Bishop  of  Exeter,  Beg. 
y,Muains    -  376,1039,1071,1110 

WILDE,     CJ.      (AFTERWARDS 
LORD    TRURO,    L.C.)  - 
See  O'Brien  y.  Beg.,  Beg.  y. 
Manning,  Beg.  y.  Hamilton    -     876, 
1020,  U80 

— —   deliyers   opinions    of    judges   in 

O'Brien  y.  Beg.  -  -     376 

— «  judgment  in  Beg.  y.  Manning        -   1086 

— —  sentence  in  Beg.  y.  Hamilton         -   1180 

WILDE  (LADY)— 'See  Elosb,  Miss. 

WILLCOZ— SeeXtfMof  Two  Sicilies 

y.  WUleox        -  -  -  1049 

WILLIAMS,  J.— See  Beg.  y.  Smith 
O'Brien,  Beg,  y.  Bowling,  Beg. 
y.  Cuffey  and  others      376,  381,  467 

WOOD  (LORD)--Seei70^.  y.  Cumming, 
Beg,  y.  Grant,  Banhen,  and 
Hamilton^  -  .    486,607 


•  opmions 


604,633 
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ABATEMENT. 

See  JuBOB8. 

A(XX)]iPLICES— Manle,  J.,  on  evi- 
dence of  -  -  -   1110 

ACT  (OVBBT).  ^ 

See    CoNSPiiiACT  j    Tbbabon  ; 
Tbkabon  Fslomt  Act. 

ACTION. 

SeeJuBOB. 

AGENTS. 

See   DisoovBBT ;    Sotbbkiow 
(Fobsion). 

j^IJiOCXJTUS  —  Form  of,  in  treason 
trials.  See  Beg.  ▼.  Smith 
O'Brien  -  -  -  1 

AKENDHENT. 

See  Captiow. 

APPEALS  (ECCIBSIASTICAL).- 

Appeal  from  Archbishops' 
Coorts  lies  to  Judicial  Commit- 
tee, even  in  matters  touching 
the  Crown.  Gorham  v.  Biehop 
of  Exeter  -  -  -  1071 
Duty  of  Judicial  Committee  in  ec- 
clesiastical appeals  as  to  doc- 
trine   -          -  1074n 

ABCHBISH0P8'  COUBTS. 

See  Appbals  (Eoclbsulbtigal). 

ARRAIGNMENT— Not  complete  un- 
til prisoner  has  pleaded.  Beg. 
y.  Duffy  -  -  -      799 

ARRAY. 

See  Chaixbhob  to  thb  Abbat. 

ASHTON.   _ 

See  Chabtistb. 

ASSEMBLY,    UNLAWPTJL.     Al- 

derson.  B.,    on— See    Beg.  v. 
Bankin  and  others       -  -     787 


BALIiINOARRY--Ip««wwti<m    at 
^^^Bee  Beg.  v.  Smith  (TBrten       -         1 

BALLOT.    , 

See  JuBOBS. 

BENCHWARRANT-Arreston,aftw 

frrand   Jury    have   found   biU. 

See  Beg.  t.  Bankin  and  othen      781 

BISHOP. 

See  DuPLBX  Qubbbla. 

"BOMBAY.**— Case  of  the  S.S.    See 
^"Beg:r.Granateai,KingofTwo 

Sidlies  T.  Waicox       .       979, 1049 

CAPTION— Objection    to,  for   setting 

'^^^^     iit  thattoial  was  held  before 

three  Judges  "nominated   and 

n^oinled*'  by  commission  di- 


3 

t6. 


CAPTION-^)*/. 

rected  to  them  and  others,  over- 
ruled.   Beg.  V.  Smith  O'Brien 

power  of  Court  to  amend    - 

CASES  COMMENTED  UPON:— 

Athinion'e  c(ue 

Colder  y.  Halhet    -           -  -    1044 

CamatiCf   The  Nabob   of  the,  v. 

The  Eaet  India  Company  *   1061 

CaruM  WiUon*8  cane  -     970 

demenU  v.  Fieher  -            -  -     830 

Dicas    V.    Baron   Brougham  and 

Vaux  .  104811 

Dingley  v.  Moore    -  344,  364 

Dyke  Y.  Walford    -            -  -    1084 

Ewing  v.  OtbalJieton          -  -    1068 

Gould  V.  Gapper    -  -  1078 

Gray  y.  Beg.          -  -     860 

Gwinne  y.  Poole      -            -  -    1047 

Holroyd  y.  Breare  '            -  -   1048 

HuUetty,  King  of  Spain    -  -   1061 
Lowther  v.  The  Earl  of  Badnor     -  1047 

Moityn  y.  FabrigoM             -  -  1042 

Bex  y.  Agnew          -            -  -     831 

Bexy.Almon                      -  -     969 

Bex  y.  Berry  and  Bobertson  694,  619 

Bex  y.  Brandreih  -            -  -     636 
Bex  V.  BurdeH                    690,  691,  637 

Bex  y.  CowU                      -  -     970 

Beg.  y.  Dammaree  -           -  207, 326 

Bexy.Despard      -            -  -     839 

Bex  V.  Edmonde     .            .  -     469 
Beg.  y.  Frost         -  lOn,  16, 42,  213, 473 

Bex  y.  Garbett        -           -  -   1066 


Bex  y.  Hardy 


"•"^WIIV 


Bex  y.  Harvey  and  Chapman         -  627 

Bex  y.  Home         ...  831 
Bex  y.  Home  Tooke     26,  440, 606,  910 

Beg.  T.Hunt           -                        -  473 

Bex  y.  Irvine          -            -            -  833 

Bexy.Jamee           -           -            -  970 

Bex  y.  Lambert  atid  Perry  -           •  611 

Bex  y.  Layer          -            -            -  837 

Bexy.Ledie           •           .            .  596 

Bex  y.  Mareh          ...  866 

Beg.  y.  Martin        ...  836 

Bex  y.  Mason          .            .            -  838 

Beg.  w.  Mitchel       -           -            -  868 
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CASES  OOXXEHTED  XTPON— eoni. 

Bex  V.  McLaren  and  Baird  -    589. 

608,  618,  628 
Bex  ▼.  Morgan        -  -  .     373 

Bex  V.  Morton         ...     028 
Bex  y.  Morton,  Anderson,  and  Craig     595 


iffer  V.  3ftitr 
Beg,  V.  0*Doherty 
Bex  y.  Pcdmer 
Beg.  V.  Purchase 
Beg.  y.  Sacheverell  - 

/{eo?  y.  Shakespeare 

Bex  y.  Sheridan 

Bex  y.  Skirving 

Bex  y.  Smt/A  aiu/  Meimon   - 

Bex  y.  Stewart  and  Elder    - 

BexY.  Thietlewood 


-    596 

-26,836,868 

596,  600, 622 

326,  843n,  846 


i?ex  y.  Toumieg 
Beg.y.  Walker 
Beg,  y.  Watson 
BexY.  WiUiams      - 
Shipman  y.  Henbest 


-  851 

-  346 

-  814 

-  595 

ib. 

-  598 

8,46,293,345, 

367, 492,  821. 832. 

838, 856 

385, 469,  826 

*  494 

75, 194,  211, 435 

-  827 
344,  373 

Sodor  and  Man,  Bishop  of,  y.  Earl 

ofmrhg  .  -     967 

Tunno  y.  Morris     -  -  .    1048 

WaSXer  y.  Heseltine  -  -  1083X1 

Wright  y.  Clements  -  -     836 

CHALLENOE  FOB  CAUSE  — No 

ohallenge  for  favour  can  be 
made  until  a  full  jury  has  ap- 
peared in  the  box.  Beg.  y. 
Cuffeg-  .  -  -467 

—  a  juror  cannot  be  examined  on  the 

voir  dire  until  a  cause  of  chal- 
lenge has  been  assigned.  Beg. 
v.^Dowling        -  -  -     381 

— ^  a  juror  challenged  for  &v6ur  and 
examined  on  voir  dire  cannot 
be  asked  if  he  has  hwn.  a  Special 
Constable  during  recent  dis- 
turbances, but  may  be  asked  if 
he  has  expressed  opinion  on  the 
case.     Beg.  v.  Cuffey  -  -     467 

—  being  oyer  the  age  of  sixty  allowed 

as  disqualification  under  3  &  4 
Will  4.  c  91.     Beg.  y.  Duffy 


•  oyerruled 


CHALLENaE  TO  THE  ABBAT— 

For  alleged  non  •  compliance 
with  d  &  4  Will.  4.  c.  91.  s.  4. 
Beg.  y.  Smith  O'Brien  - 

-^  religion  of  jurors.    -  -  . 

—  question  what  was  a  fair  pro- 
portion of  Roman  Catholics  on 
panel  disallowed.  Beg.r.SmiA 
O'Brien 


871 
-87111 


20 
24 


31 


CHALLEHOB  TO  TEE  ABBAT— 

eoni. 

—  —  a  disproportion  between  re- 

spective numbers  of  Protestants 
and  Catholics  on  the  panel  and 
on  the  Jurors'  fiook  is  not  of 
itself  good  ground  of  challenge 
to  the  array,  and  evidence  can- 
not be  gone  into  merely  to  estab- 
lish such  disproportion.  Beg.  y. 
Duffy  -  -  -     797 

CHALLENGES,  PEBEMPTOBT- 

In  treason  trials  in  Ireland  re- 
stricted to  20.  Beg.  y.  Smith 
O'Brien  -  43,859 

CHANNEL  ISLANDS. 

See  Habbas  Cobpus. 

CHABTISTS—*' Orange  Tree"  con- 
spiracy for  rising  in  London  on 
August  16,  1848.  See  Beg.  y. 
Bowling  ;  Beg. y.  Cuffey;  Beg. 
y.MulUns       -  381,467,1110 

-^—  indicted  for  conspiracy  and  sedition 
at  Edinburgh  between  the 
months  of  April  and  July  1848. 
See  Beg  v.  Grant,  Banken, 
and  Hamilton  -  .  . 

—  indicted    for    seditious   conspiracy 

with  Irish  Confederates  at  Uyer- 
pool  between  January  and  Au- 
gust 1848.  See  Beg.  y.  O'Don- 
nell       ^  -  - 

—  indicted  for  seditions  conspiracy  and 

unlawful  assembly  at  Manches- 
ter between  April  and  August 
1848.     See  Beg.  y.  Bankin     - 

—  indicted  for  seditious  conspiracy  and 

unlawful  assembly  at  Hyde.  See 
Beg.  V.  Mantle,  Beg.  y.  Balph 

— -  indicted  for  wilful  murder  and  for 
treason  felony  at  Ashton  on  Au- 
gust 14, 1848.  See  Beg.  y.  Bat- 
cliffe.  Beg.  y.  Constantine  and 
others   -  -  .      1123,1127 

pardons  to  Chartist  prisoners,  19ih 

May  1856        -  482ll,  III6IL  1127lL 

112to 
CHXTBCH. 

See  Appbjlls  (EkiCLBSiASTiCAL). 
CLUBS. 

See  Ibish  Convsdbbatb  Clubs. 
C0LL0ttIJIXni[--Objection  for  want  of, 

in  indictment  under  11  &  12  Vict. 

c  la.  oyerruled. 

See  Tbbason  Fblony  Aot. 
COKPASSINa  TO  DEPOSE  THE 

OUEEN. 

See  Dbfosino  thb  Qdbbn. 

COKPASSINa  TO  LEVT  WAB. 

See  Lbvtimo  Wab. 

<<  C0NSEBYATI7E  OUABD"— Pfo- 

posed  by  the  Tunes  in  1888      •     221 

CONSPIBACT— A  count  for  conspi- 
racy is  not  bad  because  one  of 
the  oyert  acts  ayerred  would 
support  a  charge  of  treason. 


507 


637 


7U 


1U6 
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COHSPIRACT-?ofi* 

A  ooiiDt  charging  as  a  misde- 
meanour that  the  defendants 
with  force  and  arms  conspired 
to  levy  war  against  the  Queen 
is  not  had  as  containiDg  a 
charge  of  treason  under  25  Ed- 
ward 8.  Reg.  V.  (yDotmell  and 
others    -  -  -  - 

See    EviDBNOBi  Indiotmbnt. 

CONTEMPT— Commitment  for,  in  Isle 
of  Man.    See  Habbas  Ck>RFU8. 

COHVOCATIOH-Appeal  to  Upper 
House  of,  under  24  Hen.  8. 
c.  12.  See  Gorham  v.  Bishop 
qf  Exeter         -  -  -   1071 

CORPOEATIOH— Not  liahle  to  indict- 
ment under  Foreign  Enlbtment 
Act.  King  of  Two  Sicilies  v. 
Willcox  '  -  -  1049 

See  DiBOOTBBT. 

COEEOBORATIOH-Maule,    J.,  on 

evidence  of  aceomphces  and  spies   lUO 

COXTHSEL. 

See  HiBTOBT. 

COTTBT.  „  . 

See  Appbals  (Eoolbsiastioal). 

COURT  OF  BECOBD. 

See  JuDOB. 
CBOWIT— Bight  to  grant  precedence. 

In  re  Bedard    - 
—  causes  in  Archhishops*  Courts  touch 
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mg       -  -  - 

See  Appbals  (Eoclbsiastkui.). 
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DEKTJBBEB  —  Prisoner  allowed  to 
plead  over  after  demurrer  to  in- 
dictment for  felony.  Reg.  t. 
Duffy   .  .  -  - 

....  ^^^  overruled       -  -  - 

—^partial,  had-  .  .  - 

DBFIZEIT— Meanings  of,  discussed  in 
Reg.  V.  Matming 

DEP08INO  THE  OTEBH-An  to- 

tention  to  suhvert  the  monarchi- 
cal constitution,  or  to  sever  Ire- 
land hy  force  from  the  Crown 
of  England,  is  an  intention  to 
depose  the  Queen  from  the  style, 
&c,  o^  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  Reg.  ▼. 
Dowling 

DEPOBITIOHS— Ahsence  of,  where 
defendants  arrested  under  hench 
warrants.    See  Reg.  v.  Rankin 

DISCOVBBY— Production  of  docu- 
ments enforced  against  agents 
of  revolutionary  government  in 
ahsence  of  principals.  Liahilityto 
penalties  abroad  no  pound  for 
lefiiaing.  Apprehension  of  pro- 
ceedings under  56  Geo.  8.  c.  59. 
no  ground  for  refusal  by  Corpo- 
ration. King  of  Two  SiciHee  ▼. 
WiUco*  -  .  - 


796 

79511 

853 

-  1029 


-    881 


767 


DOCUMEHTS. 

See  DiBCOVBUT. 

DUPLEX  aUEBELA— Appeal  from 
Bishop's  to  Archbishop's  Court 
by.  See  Gorham  v.  Bishop  of 
Exeter-  -  -  -  1071 

DXTPLICITT  —  Objection  for,  on  in- 
dictment under  11  &  12  Vict. 
0.  12.  overruled. 
See  Tbbabon  Fblont  Act. 


EVIDEHCE^On  indictment  for  trea- 
son by  levying  war,  speeches 
made  by  prisoner  several  months 
before  alleged  levying  of  war 
admissible.  Beg.  v.  Smith 
0*Brien  -  -  -  1 

—  documents  found  in    locked  port- 

manteau belon^g  to  the  pri- 
soner after  his  arrest  admissible. 
ib. 

—.  refusal  to  make  informer  disclose 
source  of  information  where  it 
would  expose  third  party  to  risk 
of  assassination,    ib. 

—  Btatements  by   prisoner  for  him- 

self generally  inadmissible  for 
defence.  Reg.y.  Smith  0*Brien, 
Reg.  V.  aDonnea         -        264»  650 

«—  on  indictment  for  treason  felony, 
where  overt  act  charged  waB 
a  conspiracy,  held  that  it  was 
competent  first  to  prove  the 
conspiracy,  and  then  that  the 
defendants  were  parties  to  it. 
Reg.  V.  Cuffeg  -  -  -     467 

— ^  evidence  having  been  given  that, 
in  pursuance  of  the  conspiracy, 
armed  men  were  to  assemble 
on  a  certain  night  in  different 
parts  of  London,  evidence  that 
a  body  of  armed  men  so  assem- 
bled held  admissible,  without 
otherwise  connecting  them  with 
Uie  conspiracy.   Reg.  v.  Cuffey       ib. 

—  entries  in  book  made  by  a  con- 

spirator not  evidence  of  the  facts 
therein  stated  against  co-con- 
spirators.   Reg.  V,  O^Domnell  - 


1049 


704 

-  letters   between  conspirators.    See 

Reg.  V.  Grant,  &c.       -  -     584 


— ^  of  publication  under  11  &  12  Vict 
See  Reg.  v.  Duffy 


of 


past  conduct  of    prisoner  ad- 
mitted for  defence 


897 
9S7 


FELONT. 

See  Ibbiotmeht  ;  Jubobs. 

"  FiTTuro  out;' 

See  FoBBioN  Enustmbiit  Act. 
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fOBEiaN  ENLISmENT  ACT- 

(59  Geo.  8.  o.  69.)  Baled  an 
offence  under  9.  7  to  '*eqaip, 
fornish,  and  fit  out,*'  without 
leave,  &c.,  and  with  the  in- 
tent, &c.,  a  ship,  80  far  as  that 
by  putting  arms  on  board  she 
would  be  ready  to  go  into  action. 
Reg,  V.  Granate&i 

^—  cases  and  authorities 

-^-«  proceedings  under,  taken  by  For 

eign  Governments        -       t6.,  102711 

fOSEiaN  SOVEBEION. 

See  SOYBKBION. 

OBVIBALITT— Objection  for,  on  in- 
dictment  under  11  &  13  Vict 
a  12.  overruled. 
See  Trbason  Felony  Aot. 

HABEAS  COBPUS— Buns  to  Isle  of 
Man,  but  will  not  issue  to  bring 
up  prisoner  under  legal  sen- 
tence there.  In  re  John  Craw* 
ford      •  -  .  .981 

—  may  be  issued  by  Chancellor  in 

vacation,  runs  to  Jersey  at  com- 
mon law.    In  re  Belwn  -   1132 

HiaHTBEASON. 

See  Tbsason. 

EXSTOBT— Bigbt  of  counsel  to  reihr 
to  matters  o£  See  Reg,  v.  2>oio- 
ling,  Reg,  v.  Duffy       -        890,  917 

HTDK 

SeeCHABTI8T8. 

OTDICTMEirr— In  felonj,  prisoner  not 
entitled  to  copy  or,  but  to  have 
it  read  over  once  before  arraign- 
ment; and  practice  after  ar- 
raignment to  allow  prisoners 
counsel  to  see  indictment  and 
names  of  witnesses  on  the  back. 
Reg,y.£hwling  -  -     881 

—  partial  demurrer  to,  bad.    Reg,  v. 

i>nffy  -  -  -  -     863 

•— -  bad  overt  acts  in  indictment  under 

11  &  19  Vict  c.  18.  quashed.  t6.    845 

—  overt  acts  not  essential  parts  of  in- 

dictment for  conspiracy.    Reg, 

V.  {yVamuU    -  -  «     837 

—  judgment  overruling  demurrer  to. 

See  Demukbbr. 

—  objections  to,  for  duplicity,  repug- 

nancy, ^nerality,  want  of  collo- 
quium, innuendoes,  and   aver- 
ments   in     indictment     under 
11  &  12  Vict,  c  IS. 
See  Trmabov  Fblont  Act. 

—«- Joinder  of  counts.  In  Scotland  it 
is  competent  to  join  a  ehaige 
felony  under  11  &  12  Yiot 
c  19.  with  charges  of  con- 
spinu^  and  sedition  at  common 
law.    Reg,  v.  Cummng  -     486 

96994. 


[1164 


INBICTMSITT-Mm/. 

— -  an  indictment  for  conspiracy  in  Scot- 
land is  not  bad  for  omitting  to 
allege  in  the  minor  that  the 
overt  acts  had  been  done  in 
pprsoance  of  the  conspiracy. 
Reg,  V.  Cummng 

— -  prisoner  cannot  plead  and  demur  to, 
at  the  same  time.  Reg,  v.  Duf^ 

-^—  See  SsDinoN  j  Venue. 

UTFOBICEB. 

See  BviDBNOE. 


486 
863 


INNUENDOES— Objection  for  want 
of,  on  indictment  under  11  &  12 
Vict.  c.  12.  overruled. 
See  TsBAsoN  Fbloht  Act. 


INTENTION-On  Scotch  mdictment 
for  sedition,  unnecessary  to 
prove  that  words  calculated  to 
excite,  &c.,  were  so  intended. 
Reg,  V.  Grantf  &o.        - 

—  English  authorities  as  to    - 

INTERNATIONAL 

of     Neutrals. 
Oranatdli  - 


607 
60711 


LAW-^Duties 
See    Reg.    v. 

-  979, 981 

IBELAND--Trial  of  William  Smith 
O'Brien  for  high  treason  at  the 
Clonnel  Special  Ck>mmission     -         1 

trial     of   Mlifanus,    O'Donohue, 

and  Meagher    ...  \f^^ 

—  proceedings  against  Charles  Gavan 

Dufiy  for  treason  felony  at  the 
Commission  Court,  Green  Street, 
Dublin,  August  1848-Febmary 


trial  before  Ball,  J.,  and  Lefroy,  B., 

February  14, 1849 

naSH  OONFEDEBATION 

Bules  of     - 

IBISH  CONFEDEBATE  CLTTBS- 

Bules  of  .  .  . 

IBISH  COUNCIL      - 
IBISH  LEAGUE-Bules  of  - 

JEBSET. 

See  Habeas  Cojupub. 

JOINDEB. 

See    Iin>ioTMBNT|     Tbeasow 
Fblont  Act. 

JUDGE— Action  lies  against  judge  of 
limited  jurisdiction  for  acts  done 
in  excess  of  jurisdiction  under 
mistake  of  law.  HouUten  v. 
Smith   - 

JUDICIAL 

to. 

See  Appbal0,'Eoolb8Iastioal. 

JUBOB  (GBAND)— Plea  in  abatement, 
alleging  that  a  grand  juror  of 
the  City  of  Dublin  was  not  an  in- 


796 

861 

48 

887 

268 
936 
872 


COMHITTEE— Appeal 


1039 


AO 
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JUBOBS  (OEAin))-«««<. 

habitant,  or  rendent,  or  freemaii| 
or  possessed  of  freehold  or  rate- 
able property  in  the  city,  ov»- 
ruled:    ^•g.v.  Duffy  '     707,  8I811 

JURORS— In  treason  trials  in  Ireland 
prisoner  formerly  not  entitled 
to  list  of  jurors  ten  days  before 
trial,  under  7  Ann.  c.  SI.  R^* 
V.  SmUh  O'Brien         -  -         1 

now    entitled  by  17  &  18  Viot 

C.26.    - 

— -  in  felony,  prisoner  not  entitled  to 
list  of  jurors  on  the  panel,  or  to 
have  the  panel  read  over.  lUg. 
▼.  Dowling       -  -  - 

^—  names  of  jurors  on  panel  may  be 
read  over  by  leare  before  the 
jury  is  sworn.    Beg.  v.  Cuffey  - 

— .  i^plioation  to  ballot  for   jury  re- 
fused in  treason  and   treason 
felony  in  Ireland.    See  Beg.Y.     ^^ 
Smith  aBHen,  Reg.  v.  Duffif  1,  820 

—  now  directed  in  Ireland-  by  89  86 
40  Vict  c  78.  s.  17      -» 

—« discharge  of  disagreeing  jory  hi 
felony,  no  bar  to  new  trial.  In 
re  Newton       -  -  - 

See  Challbkob  to  thb  Abrat. 

JURY  DB  MBDEET  ATB— Not  claim- 
able  by  naturalised  subject. 
Beg.  v.  Manning 

—-abolished   -  -  -  ' 


KAN,  ISLK  Ol-comL 

.— ^.  its  relations  to  the  Crown  of  Bog- 


In 


881 


467 


.    871 


land.    See  In  re  Crwafwd 

XABOHBSIBB. 

SeeCKAsnBTt. 

HBRGBR— I>ootrine  of. 

See      CONSPIRAOT  ; 

Fblont  Aot. 


061 


Tbsaboh 


1180 


1029 

t6. 


875. 
880 


LBVTIBO  WAR-Against 

made  treason  m  Irdand  by 
Poyning*s  Law,  27  Hen.  7. 
c.  22.  Beg.  v.  SmOk  (TBrien  - 

„ .  an  intention  to  assemble  hi  arms, 

prepared  to  meet  opposers,  and 
intending  to  prevent  tne  Gtovem- 
ment  from  tne  free  exercise  of 
any  of  its  lawful  powers,  Ib  an 
intention  to  levy  war  withm  11 
&  12  Vict  c.  12.  Beg.  v. 
Dowling  -  -  - 

Whiteside's  argument  in  Beg.  v. 

Smith  CBrien- 
_  Kenealy's  aigoment   in   Beg.  v. 
Dowling  *  *.  " 

— —  persons  joining  with  others  in  levy- 
ing war  agamst  the  Queen  guilly 
of  treason  under  25  Edw.  8. 
though  ignorant  of  treasonable 
intent  Iteg.  ▼.  (y Donahue  - 
— —  person  inciting  to,  gnil^  of,  thom^ 
not  present  at.  Beg.  ▼.  Mea- 
gher     - 

UVBBPOOL. 

SeeCHAxnart. 


797n 


1129 


881 
206 
482 

1091 
-1092 


MAN.  Tff^'^  OT--Commitiiient  by 
Chaneery  Court  in.  See  In  re 
Crmrford         *  -  - 


961 


•*  NATION*  THB"  —  (Newspaper.) 
Articles  in,  set  out  m  udict- 
ment  in  Beg.  v.  Duffy  -  87 
879,881,883,885, 

"NATIONAL  GUARD"     -         61,626 

NATITRALIZATION* 

See  Just  db  Mbdibtjltb. 

NBUTRALITT. 

See  FoBBiGN  Enlisticbxtt  Aot. 


0 VBBT  ACT.  ^ 

See   CoNSPiiLkaT;    Tubason; 
T&BABON  Fblont  Act. 

FANBL. 

See  GoAXxavaa  to  thb  Abbat. 

-.—  in  Ireland  now  arrayed  alpha- 
betically -  -  - 

FARTIB8. 

See  Soybbbiom  (Forbiov). 

FBBR— Becomes  entitled  to  privileges 
of  peerage  from  moment  of  suc- 
cession.   In  re  Lmrd  Harleg 

FIiBA--Qu»re  if  wrongful  refusal  to 
furnish  lists  of  jurors  and  wit- 
nesses according  to  atatnte  can 
be  raised  on  rec(^  by  way  of 
plea.    See  Beg.  v.  O'Brien. 

18,868,871 

See  Abbaiohmbht;  Dbmubbbb; 

Ihdiotmbbt. 

FOTNINO'S  LAW— (10  Hen.  7.  c.  22.) 
Made  it  treason  to  levy  war 
against  the  ffing  in  Irdand. 
Beg.  v.  SmiOi  (TBrien  829, 877, 815 

FRACTICB.  ^  ^ 

See  Caption;  Cballbvob;  Db- 
posinoNS;  Dmoovbbt;  Ih- 
diotmbiit;  JubobS}  Trba* 

BON;  WlTNBSSBS. 

FRTWrnJOfl— Felonious    compassing 
nnder  11  9t  12  Vict  c.  12.  ex- 
pressed by. 
SeeTBBABON  Fblont  Act. 

FRISONBR'S   STATBKBNT— Al- 

ways  allowed  in  treason  casea 

FRITILBOK 

SeePBBB. 

FRBROOATIVB. 

See  Obown. 

FROHIBinON  —  Agaioit   Jndioial 

Ck>mmittee       -  -  107111 


27611 
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PUBLICATION— What  amoimts  to. 

See  Beg.  r.  Duffy 
—  of  proceedings  during  trial  forUd- 

den.    Beg.  y.  Dnfy     - 
— —  prohibition  withdrawn 

aUASBlHO. 

See  Indiotmbnt. 
ftUBSV— Trial  nnder  5  &  6  Yict. 
for  presenting  pistol  at. 
Beg.  ▼.  Hamilton 
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897 


817 


.  c.  ftl. 
See 
-  1130 

BEBELUOH. 

See  SoYXBXiON  (Fobbign). 

BEOOBD.COUBTOF. 

See  JuDOB. 

BEFOBMATION     STATUTES  - 

See  Oorhamy.  Bishop  of  Exeter  1071 

BELiaiONOFJUBOBS. 

See  Challsnob  to  thb  Abbat. 

BXBLT  (BIOHT  6?)— In  Scotland, 
pannel  entitled  to,  in  all  cases 
except  treason  -  -  •     542 

BEPUONAKCT— Objections    for.   in 
indictment  under  11  &  12  Vict, 
c.  12. 
See  Tbbason  Fbloiit  Aot. 

BBSP(»n)EAT  OUSTEB. 

See  Dbmubbbb. 

BSVOLUTION,  FBENCE,  1848- 

Beferencesto    -  -  48,873 

SOOTLASTB. 

See  iKDiomsNT ;  Bbplt  ;  Sbditiov. 

SEDITipN— On  an  indictment  charg- 
ing the  seditious  use  of  language 
intended  and  calculated  to  ex- 
cite^ 8cc.,  held  that  a  verdict  of 
guilty  of  sedition  in  so  far  as 
uat  he  osed  words  calculated  to 
excite,  &c.  (omittinff  <*  In- 
tended ")  was  ffood.  See  Beg. 
y.  Grants  Banken,  &c.  •     507 

••^^  Scotch  definition  ofl    See  Beg.  ▼. 

Grant,  ke.  -  -  •        ib. 

SHIP— Sitting  oat»  against  friendly 
power.    See  FoBBiaM  Bblut- 

MBNT  AOX. 

SOTEBBiaV  (FOBEiaN)- Bight 
to  fi^ow  property  removed  in 
this  country  by  rebellious  sub. 
jeets;  not  necessary  to  make 
tebelfioos  goTemment  parties. 
KufgofTwoSieUieev.WaUox  1040 

SKBS— Biaule,  J.,  on  •ridMioe  of       -   1110 

STATEXEHT. 

See  Pbisovbb'b  Statbmbvt. 

STATUTES  BEFEBBED  TO  :^ 
25  Bdw.  8.  Stat  5.  o.  2.— TAs  Treor 

sMiilci,i85i     -   1,46%  306.293, 
336,  388,  344,  349, 367|  706 
2f  Bdw.  8.  c.  18.— Jwry  de  Medie- 

Mr     *         -         .         .  1039 
10  HeD.  7.  c.  M.ilrikky^Pogning's 
J^^'   1,32%  336,  aw,  849,  377. 


STATUTES  BEFEBBED  TO-c«ir 

24  Hen.  8.  o.  12. ) 

25  Hen.  8.  c  19.      ' 

25  Hen.  8.  o.  20.  yBtformatim 

25  Hen.  8.  c.  21.  I      Statutes 

28  Hen.  8.  c.  1.  J 

81  Hen.  8.  c.  lO.^Precedence  in  the 
House  of  Lords 

18  Cha.  2.  o.  l.-*7Veasona5/e  Prac- 
tices 

18  Cha.  2.  c  5.^Tumultuous  Peti- 
tioning - 

18  &  14  Cha.  2,  c  i.^Act  of  Uni- 
formity- 

81  Cha.  2.  c.  2.— 7%e  Habeas  Cor- 
pus Act,  1679  -  -  - 

1  Will.  &  M.  c.  21. -^Precedence    - 

7  &  8  WiU.  8.  c.  S.^The  Treason 
Act,  1695      -       16,19,276ll< 


1081 


-  976 

-  436 

-  43111 
1073 

964 
076 

388. 


1708 

12  Geo.  1 
5  Geo.  8. 


346, 36i,  83!/ 
St.— 7!i«  Treason  Act, 

c.2S.^IsleofMan        -     064 
c  21.  ilrishy— Treason 


Trials     .   16,340,346,360.362. 

5  Geo.  8.  c.  26.^Purchase  of  Isle  of 

Man  by  Crown  -        904^  007 

86  Geo.  3.  c  7.— 7%s  Treastm  Act, 
1795      -    1   326,  320.  338,  346. 
362, 367, 3(^9,  37&,49i  4g£  6^' 

89  ft  40  Geo.  8.  e.  98.— TAs  Treason  ' 

iic/,1800    .  .    346,363,367 

45  Geo.  8.  e.  12a.-/s2e  ^f  Man     •     904 
54  Geo.  8.  c.  \i6.^The  Treason 

Aci,lBl4  .  -      858,368 

56  Geo.  8.  o.  100.— TAe  Habeas 

Corpus  Act,  1816       -  .     064 

57  Geo.  8.  o.  6.— 7%«  Treason  Act, 

1817     -    1,16.17.338,346,361. 
863,36^,37^,488 

59  Geo.  8.  c.  69.— Fot^mii  Enlist- 

ment Act,  1819  -    979, 981, 1021n, 

102711 

60  Geo.  8.  &  1  Geo.  4.  o.  i.^-Plead- 

ing  in  Misdemeancr     -  -  710]| 

1  ft  2  Geo.  4.  0.  24.— 7Vefl#ofi  Act, 

1821  .  16,t346, 356, 368,  367 
6  Geo.  4.  c.  47.-'Pmiishnunt  of 

Leasing-makimg,  1^.  -     403 

6  Geo.  4.  c.  51w— ilmsM,  /.        802, 804 
9  Geo.   4.  e.  54.— CHmtiia/  Law 

iProcedure):  CkaOeuge       -    3,48. 
343, 346, 369, 37flf 

7  ft  8  WilL  8.  e.  Z^Treason  Act, 

1695      .  .  -87611 

9  ft  8  Will  4. 0. 92.— iVtt^  Counetl: 
.  Powers  qf  Court  of  Delegates-  1071 

8  ft  4  WilL  4.  0.  iL-^Tke  Judicial 

Committet  Act  -  -  IQTl 

8  ft  4  WiU.  4.  e.  91.-^iiry  Act  (Ire- 
ioMd)     .     28, 806, 810, 818, 816, 

87111 
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STATUTES  SEFEBBED  TO—cont. 

8  &  7  Will.  4.  c.  le.^Newspaper 

Act      .  .  -  -     872 

6&  7  Will.  4.  c.  114.— PrwoTier'* 

Counsel  Act     -  -  -  716n 

7  Will.  4.  &  1  Vict.  c.  S.^Leasing- 

making  {Scotland)       -  -  61311 

8  &  4  Vict.  c.  l09.-^Municipal  Cor- 

porations (Ireland)  Act  -     853 

5  &  6  Vict  c.  51.— -TAc  Treason  Act, 

1842      .  -  -  -   1130 

7  &  8  Vict.  o:e6.^Aliens  -  -  1029 

8  &  9  Vict.  c.  89. — Registering  of 

British  Vessels  -  1056X1 

11  &  12  Vict.  c.  ^.—Arms  Act  {Ire- 
land)  -  -  -       54n,  94n 
11  &  12  Vict  c.  12.— rA«  Treason 

Felony  Act,  1848      -     1, 16, 17, 51ll, 
328,  330,  339, 344,  346,  351,  356, 
370  377  382, 388,467, 502,  706, 
795|  819, 827,  840,  855,  950 
11  &  12  Vict  c.    A2.-^Indictahle 

Offences  Act,  1848       -  -  716n 

11  &  12  Vict  c.  IS.— Crown  Cases 

Act,  IS48         -  -  102011 

12  &  18  Vict  c.  27, —Transportation  879ll 
14  &  15  Vict  c.  100.— rA«  Criminal 

Procedure  Act,  1851    -  -  498n 

17  &  18  Vict.  c.  26.— High  Treason 

{Ireland)         -  -  -       In 

25  &  26  Vict.  c.  20.'-EnglUh  Writs 

of  Habeas  Corpus  abroad      -  967ll 

83  &  84  Vict.  0.  14. — Noturalizor 

Hon  Act,  1870  -  -  -  1029 

88  ft  84  Vict  c.  28.— 7%e  Forfeiture 

Act,  IS70        -  -  -  331n 

88  &  84  Vict.  c.  90.— Foreign  En- 

listment Act,  1870         -  -  07011 

84  &  85  Vict  c.  65.— JKrifls  Act 

{Ireland),  \S7l     -    30X1,  797,  8181L 

89  &  40  Vict.  c.  78.— Jiimf  Proce' 

dure  {Ireland:)  Act,  1876  79711,  STlll 


"TIMES,  THE." 

See  <*  CONSBRYATIVS  QlTABD/' 

TSBAfiON  (HIOH)— The  charge  of 
Blaokbttme,  L.C.J.,  on  treason 
tinder  25  Edw.  8.  by  compassing 
the  Queen's  death,  and  by  levy* 
ii^war.  Qonmel  Special  Com- 
mission.   See  Beg.  ▼.  O'Brien 

— -  lerying  war,  persons  joining  others 
in,  gvdlty  of  treason,  eren 
though  iffnorant  of  treasonable 
intent    Ueg.  t.  O^Donohue 


TBEASOH  anoH)-^«H»*. 

— ->  in  Ireland  prisoner  not  entitled  to 
benefits  of  7  Ann.  c.  21.  either 
by  virtue  of  57  Geo.  3.  c.  6.  s.  4 
or  11  &  12  Vict  c  12.  8.  2, 
because  (1)  57  Geo.  8.  o.  6. 
ss.  1-4,  perpetuating  British  sta- 
tute 86  Geo.  8.  c.  6.,  did  not 
▼hen  passed  extend  to  Ireland; 
(2)  s.  4  of  57  Geo.  8.  was  not 
among  the  provisions  of  that 
statute  extended  to  Ireland  by 

11  &12  Victc.  12.  S.2;  11  & 

12  Vict  only  extended  to  Ire- 
land such  of  the  provisions  of 
57  Geo.  8.  as  related  to  direct 
attempts  a^^ainst  the  person  of 
the  sovereign,  for  which  the 
prisoner  was  not  indicted.   Reg, 

V.  Smith  (/Brien        -      1,  874,  876 

— -  applications  to  inspect  jury  panel, 

and  ballot  for  jury,  reaised   -    19,42 

— —  prisoner  invited  to  address  jury  after 

his  counsers  speeches  -  -     270 

— •  sentence  for  -  -  -     831 
altered  by  88  &  84  Vict.  o.  81.  831a 


880 


S80n 


1091 


-  persons  inciting  to,  guilty  of  treas(m, 

Uiough  war  levied  in  their  ab- 
sence.   Reg.  T.  Meagher         -  UOl 

-  words  when  overt  act0_  of      -    839«1101 

levylnff  war  against  the  King  in 
Irdand  made  tieason  by  Poyn- 
ing's  Law,  10  Hen.  7.  e.  22.  849,  877 


conviction  for,  vacates  seat  in  House 

of  Commons    -  -  - 

-^—  sentence.  Power  given  to  Crown  to 
commute  sentence  of  death  to 
transportation  in  treason  cases 
in  Ireland  by  12  &  18  Viet.  c. 
27.        -  -  - 

See  CoNSPiBACT. 

TSEASON  FELONT  ACT-(ii  &  is 
Vict  c.  12.)  8.  2  only  extended 
to  Ireland  the  provisions  therein 
recited  of  36  Geo.  8.  o.  7.  and 
57  Geo.  8.  c.  6.  affecting  direot 
attempts  a^;aiii8t  the  person  of 
the! sovereign;  did  not  extend 
57  Geo.  8.  s.  4  givi^the  bene- 
fit of  the  statutes  of  William  and 
Anne.    Reg.  v.  Smith  O'Brien         1 

—  on  an  indictment  under  s.  8  for 
compassing  to  depose,  &c.,  and 
expressing  such  compassing  **  by 
publishing  any  printing  or  wrtt^ 
uig,  or  by  open  and  advised 
speaking,  or  \^  any  overt  act  or 
deed,"  held— 

A  count  charging  one  oompas- 
sing  expressed  by  more  than  one 
publication  or  overt  act  is  not 
bad  for  duplicity  -        888y  84S 

It  is  not  necessary  to  set  out  tiie 
whole  of  the  printinas  or  writ- 
ings charged  as  publications,  or 
to  insert  any  colloquium,  innu- 
endoes, or  averments  exprentve 
of  the  intent  charged  where  the 
passages  set  out  oleariy  import 
the  compassing-  -    .    880|84S 

The  publication  of  a  printiBg 
or  writmjg  in  Authecaooe  of  the  v^ 
oompassuig  may  also  be  well 
laid  as  an  overt  aet  or  deed,  in 
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TSEASON  VSLONT  Affl-cant 

whioh  oaae  it  is  nimeoessaxy  to 
set  out  any  part  of  saoh  printiDg 
orwrftmg        -  83^1 840 

Ab  to  repugnancji  see  also  ^'^'^ 
A  ooont  chtirging  a  oompas- 
siiig  on  June  tfrd,  and  expressing 
it  by  pnblications  or  overt  acts 
on  June  3rd,  17th,  a4th,  is  not 
repugnant  or  insensible 

As  to  whether,  on  a  charge  of 
expressing  the  compassing  by 
publishing  a  printing  or  writing, 
the  publication  must  have  been 
in  furtherance  of  the  compas- 
ing.  Bee  Beg.  Y.Duffy  867,900 
—  it  is  competent  to  libel  a  previous 
design  as  evidenced  by  subse- 
quent overt  acts.  Beg,  v.  Cwn- 
mng     -  .  -  - 

— -  it  is  competent  in  ScotUmd  to  Ubel 
the  same  species  facU  as  felony 
under  11  &  \%  Vict,  and  as 
conspiracy  and  sedition  at 
common  law  ... 
See  Dbposhtq  thb  Qxtbeit; 
LSYTINO  Wab  I  EyiDBKca. 

TBE8PAS8. 

See  JoDOB. 

TBIALy  NEW— la.  felony,  after  dis- 
charge of  first  Jiuy   without 
verdict. 
See  JuBOBS. 

UNCXBTAINTT  — Objection  for,  in 
indictment  auder  11  &  13 
Vict.  c.  18.  overruled. 
SeeTBBABOB  Fblont  Aot» 
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UNLAWFUL  ASSEKBLT. 

See  Absbmblt. 

VENUE — Change  of,  from  city  to  county 
and  back  to  city,  under  6  Geo.  4. 
c.  51.    See  Beg.  v.  Duffy  -   802,  &C. 

"VOIE  DIEE." 

See  Challbnob. 


WAE. 

See  Lbvtimo  Wab. 

WITNESSES— In  treason  trials  in 
Ireland  prisoner  formerly  not 
entitled  to  lists  of  witnesses 
ten  days  before  trial  under 
7  Ann.  c.  21.  Beg.  v.  Smiih 
O'Brien  -  -  .         i 

—  now  entitled  by  17  &  18  Vict. 

c.  26.    -  -  -  -       In 

— —  in  felony.  Prisoner  not  entitled  to 
list  of  witnesses  in  felony,  but 
counsel,  after  arraignment,  may 
see  names  on  back  of  indict- 
ment.   Beg,  V.  Cuffey  -     881 

— ^  committed  for  refusing  to  mve  evi- 
dence.   Beg.  V.  5fiit^A  cyBrien     164 

on  **  voir  dire." 

See  Challbnob. 

WOEDB-^Oftlculated  but  hot  intended 
to  excite-  disaifection,  &c. 
See  ^DOiTiON. 

when  overt  acts  of  treason     -    839, 1101 

WBITINOS— Felonious    compassing 
under  11  &  12  VicU  c.   12.  ex- 
pressed by. 
See  Tbbason  Fblont  Act. 
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